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" Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may he able to comfort them wWch are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 CORINTHUNB i. 4.

THOUGHTS ON THE CORONATION.
" And Zadok the priest took an horn of oil out of the tabernMle, and
anointed Solomon. And they blew the trumpet,. and all the
people said, GOD save King Solomon."-l KINGS i. 39.

THE thoughts of readers of the" Family Portion," as well as the
thoughts of the many millions of people who dwell in the British
Empire, will be more or less occupied at this time with the
coronation of King George VI and his royal consort, Queen
Elizabeth. We were all solemnized at the abdication of the late
King, and at the sad circumstances which led up to it, and we
do well to pray that the LORD'S grace and mercy may be extended
to him. At the same time, we rejoice that his brother was at
hand to take his place when the irrevocable step of abdication
was taken, and we thank GOD _that our new King and Queen give
so much evidence that they honour the LORD'S day, and His
Name, and His Word.
As Christian men and women we desire to remember that the
powers that be are ordained of GOD, and that therefore it is our
duty to honour our new King, as well as to fear GOD by Whom
kings reign, and princes decree justice.
We feel also, that we can and should respond to the apostle's
exhortation to offer supplications and prayers for kings in general,
and for our own King and Queen in particular. With millions
of others we rejoice at their coronation, and pray that GOD may
indeed save and prosper them.
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A coronation is happily a rare event. No doubt there are a
few people living (centenarians) who were alive at the coronation
of Queen Victoria. A much larger number can go back to the
year 1902, when Edward VII was crowned. On June 22nd, 1911,
King George V and Queen Mary were crowned. Now on May 12th,
1937, the coronation of King George VI and Queen Elizabeth
will (D.V.) take place.
As those who regard the Bible as their only rule of faith and
practice, it is natural to ask what bearing the Bible has on the
great event to which our attention is now drawn.
We propose, then, to say a word about the Coronation Service,
a word about anointing, a word about crowning, and a word about
the glory and splendour associated with coronations.
1. First, a word about the Coronation Service.
The Protestant Dictionary says that, " It is in substance an old
service come down from the earliest times, probably from the
eighth century. . . . In 1603 the service was translated from the
Latin and underwent some alterations. Indeed, there has hardly
been a single occasion of a coronation on which some alterations
have not been made by arrangement between the King and the
Archbishop. At the Coronation Service of William III and Mary
the presentation of a Bible was introduced, and has since been
continued. The only part regulated by statute is the form of the
oath. . . . Both the Act of William and Mary and the Act 5 and 6
Anne, c. 8, require that every king or queen that succeeds shall
at their respective coronations swear to maintain the Protestant
Religion as by law established." (Protestant Dictionary, p. 704,
Edition 1904.)
It is important to notice that the Coronation Service "has
never been adopted formally either by Parliament or Convocation."
The only part of the service which is regulated by statute is the
Coronation Oath.
Since the coronation of King Edward VII, the Statute of
Westminster has been passed, and a change in the third section
of the Coronation Oath has been made, "to avoid possible misunderstandings in the Dominions, and to make it clear that the
reference to the maintenance of the Protestant Reformed Religion
, established by law' is concerned solely with the United Kingdom."
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This change was made at a meeting of the Privy Council, and
approved by the King, on Saturday, Feb. 13th, last.
On the occasion, therefore, of his coronation on May 12th (D.V.)
our present King George VI will take the following Oath:" ARCHBISHOP.-Will you to the utmost of your power maintain the Laws of GOD and the true profession of the Gospel ~
Will you to the utmost of your power maintain in the United
Kingdom the Protestant Reformed Religion established by law ~
And will you maintain and preserve inviolably the settlement of
the Church of England and the doctrine, worship, discipline, and
government thereof, as by law established in England ~ And will
you preserve unto the Bishops and Clergy of England, and to the
Churches, there committed to their charge, all such rights and
privileges as by law do or shall appertain to them, or any of
them ~
"KING.-All this I promise to do."
So far it is a cause of devout thankfulness to GOD that every
monarch who ascends the throne of the British Empire is legally
bound to promise to maintain " the Protestant Reformed Religion
established by law." The law of the land, therefore, declares that
the Religion of the Church of England is the Protestant Religion.
An article in the Church Times for Feb. 20th, says, "We regret
that the word ' Protestant' should still, unhistorically and inaccurately, be applied to the Church of England." That is the view
of Anglo-Catholics. There can be no doubt that the Thirty-nine
Articles are dead against the peculiar doctrines of Rome, and
those of her Anglo-Catholic imitators.
It is a remarkable fact that- it is the Archbishop who is legally
bound to ask the King if he will to the utmost of his power
maintain the Protestant Reformed Religion established by law.
Mr. Kensit has addressed to the Archbishop of Canterbury a
letter, in which he presses home the important question whether
the Archbishop himself is a wholehearted minister of that Protestant
Religion to which he makes reference in his question to the King.
The title of Mr. Kensit's letter is " The King's or the Primate's
Religion. Is there a Clash ~ " We print in our "Protestant
Beacon," pp. 223-225, the greater part of Mr. Kensit's solemn
and searching letter.
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2. Our second word is about the anointing of our King.
We know from Scripture that Aaron the High Priest and his
sons were anointed with holy oil, and thus sanctified or set apart
for the office of priest (Exod. xxx. 30). Kings were also anointed
and thus set apart for the office to which GOD called them. Saul
and David were anointed to this office by Samuel (1 Sam. x. 1;
xvi. 1, 13). Solomon was anointed by Zadok the priest with oil
out of the tabernacle (1 Kings i. 39, 45).
Anointing probably only in the sense of appointing is used in
reference to Hazael and Cyrus, heathen kings (1 Kings xix. 15;
Is. xlv. 1). By GOD'S command Elisha was to be anointed as
prophet in Elijah's place (1 Kings xix. 16).
We thus see that anointing was associated with the appointment of priests, kings, and of at least one prophet-Elisha.
The oil with which Aaron and his sons were anointed was made
of ingredients Divinely prescribed, and was therefore called" an
holy anointing oil" (see Exod. xxx. 22-25). It was not for general
use, and anyone compounding any oil like it was to be cut off
from his people (verses 32, 33).
Presumably David and Solomon were anointed with this holy
oil. We read of David, "With My holy oil have I anointed him "
(Ps. lxxxix. 20).
The oil with which Zadok anointed Solomon was presumably
this" holy anointing oil," for it was taken out of the tabernacle
(1 Kings i. 39).
This oil was evidently typical of the HOLY GHOST. When
David was anointed, the SPffiIT of GOD came upon him from that
day forward (1 Sam. xvi. 13).'
All who were anointed with oil were not, however, anointed
with the SPffiIT. Jehu, the son of Nimshi, might be cited as an
illustration of this. He was anointed with oil, but though he
destroyed the worship of Baal, he continued the worship of the
calves of Bethel and of Dan. (See 2 Kings ix. 1-3; x. 28, 31.)
No doubt the priests, prophets, and kings of Israel were typical
of the threefold offices of CHRIST, and the anointing of these was
typical of CHRIST being anointed with the HOLY GHOST. (See
Isa. lxi. 1; Luke iv. 18; Acts iv. 27; x. 38; Heb. i. 9.) But
CHRIST was not anointed with literal oil. Thus no oil, holy or
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otherwise, was used in connection with the great antitypical
Prophet, Priest, and King.
Moreover, all the Old Testament types have now been abolished.
The tabernacle, its priesthood, its altars, its sacrifices, its incense,
and its holy oil, are all abolished. "He taketh away the first,
that He may establish the second" (Heb. x. 9).
Thus, when we come to the New Testament, there is no arrangement for the use of holy oil, and no arrangement for perpetuating
the literal anointing of kings. Certainly there is no suggestion
that a minister of the Church of GOD should necessarily take an
official part in the anointing of an earthly king, nor is there any
New Testament warrant for calling any man-made and manprescribed oil "holy."
The ceremonies connected with the coronation originated
evidently in medieval times, when the nation was sunk in the
darkness of popery. No doubt the Coronation Service has been
purged of much that is evil, but in both Anglo-Catholic and even
professed Evangelical quarters, much more spiritual significance
than Scripture warrants is being attached to the anointing of our
King and Queen. David was anointed king by Divine command.
No such command is now given, and no spiritual significance
should be attached to the ceremony of anointing at the forthcoming
coronation, nor are we warranted to regard the Archbishop as a
sacrificing priest, nor the oil which he uses as "holy."
3. A word about the crowning of our King.
It is remarkable that the word "coronation" does not occur
in the Bible. Moreover, there is only one case of the coronation
of a king mentioned in the 'Bible. We read of the boy king,
J oash, being both crowned and anointed by J ehoiada, the godly
priest (2 Kings xi. 12; 2 Chron. xxiii. 11).
In the Book of Esther we read of Ahasuerus setting the royal
crown upon the head of Esther (Esther ii. 17).
Joash was of the seed royal, and being of the house of David,
he was the rightful king of J udah. His coronation was a public
recognition of his kingship, and brought great joy to the people
of Judah, who had for about seven years been ruled over by that
wicked woman, Athaliah, who had destroyed, as she thought, all
the seed royal, and had usurped the throne.
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No wonder that when Joash was crowned the people" clapped
their hands and said, GOD save the King."
George VI became king when his brother abdicated, but his
coronation is a public recognition of his kingship, and with the
rest of the Empire we rejoice, and say from our hearts :"GOD save our gracious King,
Long live our noble King,
GOD save the King:
Send him victorious,
Happy and glorious,
Long to reign over us ;
GOD save the King."
4. Lastly, a word about the glory and splendour

0/

the coronation.

It is evident from what we read in the newspapers that the
coronation will be marked by a great display of earthly glory and
splendour. An immense sum is being spent on Westminster
Abbey alone, to add thousands of additional seats to its accommodation. The great ones of our own land and of all other lands
are expected to assemble in large numbers within the precincts
of the historic building. The grandeur and glory of the ceremony
will be almost unparalleled in history. The coronation procession
in the public streets will itself give opportunity for a great display
of magnificence. Immense sums of money are being spent on
decorations, and the scenes of earthly glory, especially in the
Abbey itself, will be thrilling and unforgettable.
The LORD'S people, however, need to read of, or view these things,
with sobriety of mind. All'" the things which are seen are
terwporal" is the teaching of the inspired Word. They are temporary in duration, and it is important that we should beware of setting
our affection unduly on anything earthly. We have often been
impressed with the words of the Apostle Peter, "The earth also
and the works that are therein shall be burned up " (2 Peter iii. 10).
Thus all the grandeur of London, including its magnificent
buildings, is destined to be destroyed. "All flesh is as grass, and
all the glory 0/ man as the flower 0/ grass. The grass withereth,
and the flower thereof falleth away: but the word of the LORD
endureth for ever" (1 Peter i. 24, 25).
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This is the word of the Gospel which tells of " Another King,
One JESUS." He is the PROPHET, PRIEST, and KING of His
people. He has secured by His obedience unto death their eternal
salvation. He is now crowned with glory and honour. Without
ceasing to be loyal to, and thankful for, our earthly King, let us
adore Him Who is the KING of KINGS and LORD of LORDS.
" All hail the power of JESUS' Name!
Let angels prostrate fall ;
Bring forth the royal diadem,
And crown Him LORD of all.
" Oh that with yonder sacred throng,
We at His feet may fall,
There join the everlasting song
And crown Him, LORD of all."

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

THE EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).

"SHAPEN IN INIQUITY."
THE psalmist said, "Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin
did my mother conceive me" (Ps. li. 5). David wrote those words
by the Holy Ghost. It was the Holy Ghost Who taught him to speak
of himself in this way, and the description he gives of himself is true
of us all. We were " shapen in iniquity" and "conceived in sin."
We were born in sin and we are bound to say, " In me, that is in my
flesh, dwelleth no good thing" (Rom. vii. 18). Our hearts are
"desperately wicked" (Jer. xvii~ 9). Toplady, realizing this, said,
"Foul, I to the Fountain jfly,

''Vash me, Saviour, or I die."

Yet we once heard of a Squire who had crossed out the word" foul"
out of his hymn book. Now, another kind reader has sent us a cutting
from a newspaper, in which a correspondent expresses the hope that
" an increasing number of people" may "pass in silence the fifth
verse of Psalm li. when it comes in the Church service." He adds,
" the verse to which I have referred is intolerable." In other words
he regards the teaching of God the Holy Ghost as something that
cannot be endured. Thus, as the apostle says, the time has come
when men" will not endure sound doctrine" (2 Tim. iv. 3). Solemn,
indeed, are the times in which we live.

,192

The Gospel Magazine
ma'l~ibe Note~.

THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT.

IlL-FAITH, MEEKNESS, TEMPERANCE.
"The fruit of the Spirit is . . . faith, meekness, temperance."GALATIANS v. 22, 23.
WE now come to the last three of the nine ingredients of "the
fruit of the Spirit." The use of the word" fruit" in the singular
seems to suggest that all the nine graces grow, so to speak, on
one stalk, so that all in whom the Spirit dwells bring forth in
greater or less degree the whole of the graces mentioned.
Faith, meekness, temperance, are the three graces which call
for our attention on this occasion. Let us in dependence on Him,
by Whom all spiritual fruit is produced, meditate on these three
manifestations of His sanctifying operations.
1. First, notice that the fruit of the Spirit is faith.
The Revised Version translates the Greek word here by " faithfulness." Lightfoot says that the word "seems not to be used
here in its theological sense, 'belief in God.' Its position points
rather to the passive meaning of faith, 'trustworthiness, fidelity,
honesty,' as in Matthew xxiii. 23, Titus ii. 10" (Galatians, p. 213).
Dr. Gill holds that faith in Christ must not be excluded from the
meaning of the Greek word here, though fidelity may also be
meant.
It is remarkable, however, that the Greek word pistis occurs
more than two hundred and forty times in the New Testament,
and in every case except five it is translated by the word
" faith."
Moreover, faith was a characteristic grace of the Old Testament
saints. Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, and
Moses, were all men marked by faith (Heb. xi.).
Moreover, the inspired writer says that the time would fail him
" to tell of Gideon, and of Barak, and of Samson, and of J ephthae ;
of David also and Samuel, and of the prophets: who through
faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire,
escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong,
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waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens"
(Heb. xi. 32-34).
Godly women, too, are numbered amongst those who were
characterized by this grace of faith. In fact, they all "obtained
a good report through faith" (Heb. xi. 39).
It seems, therefore, that "faith" rather than "faithfulness"
is the right translation of the word we are considering. It is
true that faithfulness or trustworthiness is also a result of the
Spirit's operation. It is included in the word "love." All
Christians in a subordinate position will, if they love those who
are placed over them, render unto them faithful service The
faith which marked the Old Testament saints was, we believe,
a fruit of the Spirit. In like manner, the faith whicli marks the
people of God to-day is a fruit of the Spirit.
Through faith they are saved, but that faith is not of themselves, "it is the gift of God" (Eph. ii. 8). They" believe according to the working of His mighty power" (Eph. i. 19). No sinner
would have faith in Christ unless the grace of faith were Divinely
bestowed upon him. It is this great truth which shows that God
begins as well as carries on the work in the sinner's experience.
The popular doctrine that the sinner takes the first step, and
that God does the rest, is overthrown if we recognize that even
" faith" is the gift of God, and originates with him. Sinners
believe through grace. It is given unto them to believe (see Acts
xviii. 27; Phil. i. 29).
By faith the believer appropriates all the blessings of redemption.
By faith, for example, he appropriates pardon and justification.
"Whosoever believeth in Him -shall receive remission of sins."
" By Him all that believe are justified from all things." "A man
is justified by faith without the deeds of the law" (Acts x. 43;
xiii. 39; Rom. iii. 28).
By faith the believer appropriates the power of God. He is
" kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation" (1 Peter
i. 5).
In his spiritual conflict he is bidden to take "the shield of
faith" wherewith he shall be able to quench all the fiery darts
of the wicked (Eph. vi. 16).
He is assured that "this is the victory that overcometh the
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world, even our faith" (1 John v. 4). That is, it is by faith he
receives power to overcome the world.
By faith the believer relies upon and grasps the promises.
Abraham " staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief ;
but was strong in faith, giving glory to God" (Rom. iv. 20).
By faith the believer is fully persuaded that what God hath
promised He is able to perform.
True, the believer may often have little faith, and be weak in
faith, but whatever the degree of faith, it is all the fruit of the
Spirit. We need to exercise it in all our varied experiences, and
we may well say :" Faith is the gift of God,
By His Own Spirit wrought;
The eye that sees, the hand that takes
The blessings Christ hath bought."
Our consciousness of weakness in faith should lead us to say :"Lord, 'tis Thy work alone,
And that Divinely free;
Send down the Spirit of Thy Son,
And work this faith in me ! "
(E. Eeddome.)
Our God is abidingly faithful, "And none of them that trust
in Him shall be desolate" (Ps. xxxiv. 22).
2. Secondly, the fruit of the Spirit is meekness.
The word translated "meekness" means gentleness, mildness,
meekness. Our Lord Himself was "meek and lowly in heart."
Though He was Zion's King, yet He rode into Jerusalem, "meek,
and sitting upon an ass." The apostle speaks of "the meeh.l1ess
and gentleness of Christ" (2 Cor. x. 1).
He is, therefore, the perfect example of His people in the exercise
of this grace. He Himself said, " Blessed are the meek: for they
shall inherit the earth" (Matt. v. 5).
Courage, faithfulness, boldness, and firmness, are compatible
with meekness, but a man who is meek, mild, and gentle, will
abstain from harsh and rude language about others. He will be
kind and patient towards those who do not see eye to eye with
him. He will meekly remember that all the truth which he
himself grasps is due, not to himself, but to Divine instruction.
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Hence his bearing towards those less instructed than himself will
be meek, and lowly, and gentle.
We need to be meek in deciling with an erring brother. The
apostle says, "If a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are
spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering
thyself, lest thou also be tempted" (Gal. vi. 1). How much we
need to consider ourselves. We, too, might fall. Only God can
keep us. With meekness we need to trust in His keeping power.
We need to be meek in our attitude towards the Word of God.
"Receive with meekness the engrafted Word, which is able to
save your souls" (James i. 21). There are difficulties in the Word
which we cannot explain. There are mysteries which we cannot
unravel, but it does not become us to reply against God. Rather
are we to receive all the clear teaching of the Word with meekness,
and welcome all its doctrines, precepts, and promises, however
inexplicable they may sometimes appear to us.
We need to be meek towards those who ask us questions. The
questions may be foolish or artful, or they may be the questions
of a sincere inquirer. In any case, we should be meek towards
him. "Be ready," says the apostle, "always to-give an answer
to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you
with meekness and fear" (1 Peter iii. 15).
Ministers of the Word need to be meek. "Thou, 0 man of God,"
said Paul to Timothy, "follow after meekness." "In meekness
instructing those that oppose themselves" (1 Tim. vi. 11; 2 Tim.
ii. 25). Titus is bidden to show "all meekness unto all men"
(Titus iii. 2). There is no encouragement to harshness or impatience
on the part of ministers.
Wives are exhorted to be adorned with " the hidden man of the
heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of
a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price."
Undue thought of outward adornment is evidently condemned.
(See 1 Peter iii. 3, 4.) The godly woman with these verses before
her, if she meekly receives their teaching, will not be in bondage
to the immodest and unbecoming fashions of worldly-minded
women.
But meekness is a grace which should be manifest in all the
people of God, whatever their position in life may be. They are
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exhorted to walk worthy of the vocation wherewith they are
called, "with all lowliness and meekness" (Eph. iv. 1, 2). "As
the elect of God" they are to put on "kindness, humbleness of
mind, meekness, longsuffering" (Col. iv. 12).
There is no advantage in talking about election if the fruits of
election are not manifest.
What shall we say to these things 1 Shall we not hang down
our heads in shame for the paucity of our fruitfulness 1 Shall we
not meekly own our failure oftentimes to be meek and lowly in
heart 1 Shall we not look more to the Divine Spirit to enable
us to bring forth the fruit of meekness 1
" Oh, may that mind in us be formed
Which shone so bright in Thee;
A humble, meek, and lowly mind,
From pride and envy free."
(Thomas Cotterill).
3. Thirdly, the fruit of the Spirit is temperance.
The word translated" temperance" means self-control. Grimm,
in his Greek Lexicon of the New Testament, says it is " the virtue
of one who masters his desires and passions, especially his sensual
appetites."
The word "temperance" is commonly used amongst ourselves
of total abstinence from alcoholic liquors. We speak of a temperance hotel, meaning an hotel where alcoholic liquors are not
supplied. The temperance movement generally means a movement against the use of alcoholic drinks.
Strictly speaking, however, the word temperance means selfrestraint in speech, conduct; and in eating and drinking. In
other words, the word so translated in the New Testament means
self-control in reference to all things. A Christian man needs, by
Divine grace, to be master of himself, so that he keeps his whole
being under proper control. Such self-control will affect his
thoughts, his words, and his actions.
The meaning of temperance is illustrated by the apostle in his
reference to the Corinthian games. He says, "Every man that
striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things." When preparing himself for taking part in a race he abstained from unwholesome food and from wine and any indulgence of a weakening
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character. Thus he controlled himself and fitted himself for the
contest. Now there is a heavenly race and a heavenly contest,
and in reference to them the apostle says, "I therefore so run,
not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air:
but I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest
that by any means when I have preached to others, I myself
should be a castaway." The word translated" castaway," means
" not approved." That is to say, unless we keep under our bodies
or are self-controlled, we are not in a fit state for running the
heavenly race or fighting the good fight of faith. We are temporarily unready for the spiritual conflict in which we have to engage,
unless we are controlling our thoughts, words, and ways.
Other Christians cannot approve of our preaching, if it is not
accompanied by proper self-control. Nor can the Lord approve
of our service if it is marred by a failure to control our whole
being to His glory. This temperance, or self-control, should
characterize all believers, whatever their position in the Church
of God.
Writing to Titus, the apostle says a bishop or elder, presbyter
or minister, should be " sober, just, holy, temperate" (Titus i. 5-8).
Addressing all believers, the Apostle Peter says, "giving all diligence, add to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience"
(2 Peter i. 5, 6).
Thus we have come to the end of our meditation on the fruit
of the Spirit. All the saints of God who read this passage must
feel how lamentably they come short of these graces. The more we
feel this, the more we shall look to the indwelling power and
presence of the Spirit to enable us more fully to bring forth in our
lives these various manifestations of His power. Without Him
we can do nothing.
"Every virtue we possess,
And every victory won,
And every thought of holiness,
Are His, alone."
There are
usefulness is
opponents.
faithfulness,

those who are very valiant for the truth, but whose
marred by the use of slashing, harsh words concerning
It needs ever to be borne in mind that firmness,
and courage, are all compatible with love, joy, peace,
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longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance.
We weaken our cause if we resort in controversy or in testimony
to language unbecoming Christian men. The great truths which
God has revealed in His Word are in themselves offensive to men
of the world. We need to take care not to make them more
offensive by proclaiming them in language which is of the flesh,
and not of the Spirit. What need there is for a more constant
and prayerful dependence on the Spirit that we may" adorn the
doctrine of God our Saviour in all things." The grace of God
teaches us to " live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present
world; looking for that blessed hope and the glorious appearing
of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ" (Titus ii. 11-13).
" I want that adorning Divine
Thou only, my God, canst bestow;
I want in those beautiful garments to shine,
Which distinguish Thy household below.
" I want every moment to feel
That Thy Spirit resides in my heart,
That His power is present to cleanse and to heal,
And newness of life to impart."
(Charlotte Elliott).
THE EDITOR.

THE CORONATION AND THE BIBLE.
SINCE the coronation of William and Mary, the Bible has been
presented to the occupant of the throne at his or her coronation.
When presenting the sacred voiume the Archbishop says these words
to the King;" Our gracious King; we present you with this Book, the most
valuable thing that this world affords. Here is Wisdom; This is the
Royal Law; These are the lively Oracles of God."
These words indicate the very high esteem in which the Bible was
held when these words were first introduced into the Coronation
Service.
No other thing in the world, it was felt, compared with it for value.
Divine wisdom was its leading characteristic. Its contents were
regarded as " the living Oracles of God." That is, they were regarded
as verbally inspired, "the words or utterances of God." Yet the
great majority of leading teachers in and outside the Church of
England deny the infallibility of the Bible.
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WELLSPRINGS.

" But of Him are ye in Christ Jesus, Who of God is made unto us
wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption;
that, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in
the Lord."-l CORINTHIANS i. 30, 3I.
THE verses which lead up to our text declare what the members of
Christ's mystical Body are, in and of themselves, and that " no flesh
shall glory in His presence." This glorious declaration, therefore,
which follows, puts the sinner in his right place, and exalts a precious
Redeemer to His rightful throne. Of Him, through Him, and by Him,
are all things.
So His children are drawn to Him from the consciously revealed
condition of their need. And He becomes their All in " wisdom and
righteousness and sanctification and redemption." There is still an
enriching statement in our text. I recall a remark of the late beloved
James Orrniston, " It takes a Trinity of Persons to save a sinner and
it equally takes a Trinity of Persons to keep a saint." And here
we have a Trinity of Persons all leading the sinner to fasten his hopes
upon and alone on Christ, the only and sure Foundation.
" Who of God." It was the Father Who" first trusted in Christ"
and delivered over to Him all His elect. They were chosen from all
eternity, placed in the Redeemer's Hands to ransom them; and wooed
and won to Him by the Holy Spirit's influences and love. Rabbi
Duncan gives a true and exact description of every elect vessel of
mercy. He calls them" a Father-drawn man or woman." Loved
with an everlasting love, they are drawn to come sooner or later,
and Christ, Who was faithful to Him that appointed Him, receives,
saves, and manifests His love to " all that the Father hath given unto
Him."
He saves utterly. He keeps to the end, and not one of them is
lost. So these corning ones are" Father-drawn" ones. They have
been taught their lost, ruined, undone condition. They know they
are only worthy of hell. They have nothing in and of themselves
to recommend them to His mercy. But they are led to seek salvation
in Whom alone salvation is to be found. They are shaken out of
every nest of their own fallible making, and they flee to Him as their
only Refuge, and are brought to rest upon the one and only Foundation.
All else is false hiding and as sinking sand. They are led to cast
themselves utterly upon Him and learn" Other Refuge have I none."
They learn step by step, how He is of God, all the Wisdom for their
ignorance; all their Sanctification for their sinfulness; all their
Righteousness for their unholiness; and all their Redemption for
their lost and ruined state.
Oh, what a mystery of love is herein displayed! Truly," a sinner
14
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is a sacred thing" of the Holy Ghost's creating! A convinced sinner
brought to the end of all his resources; brought to see he is utterly
lost if Christ stretch not forth His Omnipotent Hand; brought to
see he can do nothing in and of himself but sin; that all he could
bring of himself and of his own deadly doings is " as filthy rags" ;
his goodness no longer a thing to be boasted of; his sinfulness overwhelming him and causing him to know that hell is his justly deserving
portion, unless a merciful Saviour and Redeemer interpose. But
there is a look and a cry, directed by the Holy Spirit to " God's holy
temple," to hear the royal and gracious recovering and merciful
statement, " I am thy Salvation." "I am He," even Jesus, coming
over the troubled waters which threaten to swallow you up. "Be
of good cheer," "It is I, be not afraid," I am coming to one of My
Father's children, who is being drawn by the cords of everlasting
love, and as one whom I have redeemed, you cannot be lost. Thou
art Mine, whom the Father entrusted into My Hands to save, and you,
poor sinking, destitute, perishing sinner, crying out for mercy and
forgiveness, you have been drawn to come unto Me, and I "must
needs" come unto thee, because the Father sent Me, the Holy Ghost
hath drawn thee and I am thy Redeemer! Oh, here is a sure and
solid Foundation for every elect vessel of mercy to rest upon. A
precious Christ made of God His Father unto us our Wisdom and
Righteousness and Sanctification and Redemption.
Is that the way you, poor guilty, undone sinner have been drawn
to Him? Have you come thus, casting away all your filthy ragged
garments of the flesh, and crying for mercy and pardon? "Looking
unto Jesus," the alone Hope and Refuge, seeking in Him the Wisdom
and Righteousness and Sanctification and Redemption which is all
your salvation and comprehends all your needs, and giving Him all
the glory of your salvation, knowing that if you are saved, it must
be by Him alone.
And remember, if you stop short of utter abandonment of doing
or being anything in yourself, you are not resting upon the One Who
alone can save and Who alone .must have all the glory of the sinner's
salvation. All your works will be burnt up as wood, hay, and stubble.
Christ will only receive, welcome, and pardon, a sinner who feels
himself to be utterly lost, and who rests alone upon His merits,
Who, of God, is made the alone Wisdom and Righteousness and
Sanctification and Redemption of everyone who comes to the Father
by Him.
Oh, seek, poor, pardoned, and welcomed sinner, to glorify your
blessed Saviour by daily casting yourself upon Him and crowning
Him Lord of all your salvation. Seek to take very low views of
yourself, and very exalted views of Christ your precious Redeemer.
May grace in lively exercise ever keep us in our right place, in humble
and constant dependence upon Him alone. The Father has ".-ery
highly exalted Him and given Him a Name which is above every
Name." Do you seek in your humble measure to glorify Him Who
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has done all for you? Are you seeking daily and hourly intercourse
with Him, desiring to grow up into Him in all things? Do you prize
inexpressibly that holy fellowship and communion with the Beloved
of your soul, and are you learning daily that as Christ rises in your
soul's affections and admiration, so the devil and the world and the
flesh are crucified and you crucified unto them? Remember your
high and holy calling. "Orucified with Ohrist." Remember what He
is unto you, and seek daily and increasingly to know more of your
blessedly high and holy standing upon that Rock Foundation, " Who,
of God, is made unto you, your Wisdom and Righteousness and
Sanctification and Redemption," and thus glory in, and glorify only,
a precious and " highly exalted" Christ.
Can a grace-taught sinner ever forget or lose sight of the way and
the will of God, Who" in bringing many sons unto glory, made the
Captain of their salvation perfect through suffering"? It is at
Calvary we need to dwell and ponder the matchless love of our
Adorable Substitute. It is there for us He suffered, bled, and died,
and now;"Possessing Christ, you all possess;
Strength, wisdom, sanctifying grace
And righteousness complete;
Bold in His Name, you dare draw nigh,
Before the Ruler of the sky
And all His Justice meet."

It is at Calvary you mourn and weep over your hard heart and sinful
daily departures. As wrote the beloved Joseph Irons, " As you see
the ruffian driving the nails into His hands and feet, drop a tear of
gratitude and love if you can, and think, that nail is my sin, my
unbelief; and as you see the soldier thrust the spear into His side,
exclaim that was occasioned by my apostacy, my rebellion, my helldeserving sinfulness in the sight of God! Count then, if possible,
the drops of blood which besmear His lovely Face and thorn-torn
brow, and, as you count them, exclaim, Life, life for me! death is
swallowed, the victory is gained, !!,nd in the frowns of Jehovah, and
the vengeful point of the sword of Justice, the bowing of the head,
and giving up of the ghost, realize experimentally the statement,
, He hath swallowed up death in victory for me.' Oh, I would fain
dwell at Calvary. I have sometimes thought that I should like, if
it were but a shepherd's tent on that hallowed mount, never to leave
it till I ascended to the mansions of bliss on high, to contemplate,
with increased delight and sacred interest, the sufferings of my Lord,
and view them as endured in my behalf, as if there were not another
sinner included in the wondrous scheme of redemption."
Meanwhile, beloved, although it may be, you cannot rise to any
measure as you would wish to comprehend the length, breadth, depth,
and height of this great mystery of love Incarnate, and to enter into
the sweetness of all He is to the members of His mystical Body as
their Wisdom and Righteousness and Sanctification and Redemption,
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yet this word of exhortation you do desire to obey and in your
glorying to " glory only in the Lord," Who is all your salvation and
all your desire. May His precious Name be as ointment poured forth
to your soul, and may He in His Person, Character, and Offices be
found increasingly and daily more precious to you, all you need and
all your hope.
"Jesus, how much Thy Name unfolds
To every opened ear!
The pardoned sinner's memory holds
None other Name so dear.

"It speaks of righteousness complete,
Of holiness to God;
And to our ears no truth so sweet
As Thine atoning Blood.
" Jesus! The One Who knew no sin,
Made sin to make us just!
Worthy art Thou our love to win,
And worthy all our trust.
"The mention of Thy Name shall bow,
Our hearts to worship Thee;
The chiefest of ten thousand Thou !
The chief of sinners we."
(MaT1j Bowly, 1842).

R.

THE SERIOUS CO},TJ)ITION OF THE WORLD.
"LITTLE did I think that a war supposed to make the world safe
for democracy would be followed by an era in which in Italy and in
Germany, as well as in Russia, democracy and liberty would be openly
despised and would be replaced by a tyranny far more crushing and
soul-killing in many respects than the cruder tyrannies of the past.
Little did I think that even in America the civil and religious liberty
which was our dearest possessjon and which was won by our fathers
at such a cost would be threatened as it is being threatened to-day.
" No thoughtful man can possibly look out upon the world to-day
without observing that we are in the midst of a tremendous emergency. It does seem perfectly clear to thoughtful people, whether
they are Christians or not, that humanity is standing over an abyss."
-(The Ohristian Faith in the Modern World, by the late Professor
J. G. Machen, pp. 9, 10.)
" THE work of each of the three Persons of the Trinity is equally
and entirely needful to the salvation of every saved soul. The election
of God the Father, the blood of God the Son, and the sanctification of
God the Spirit, ought never to be separated in our Christianity."Bishop J. O. Ryle.
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anll Notes of ,Sermons.
"FEAR NOT."

A

SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. JAMES ORMISTON,
AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL.

" Fear not, thou worm Jacob, and ye men of Israel; I will help thee,
saith the Lord, and thy Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel."-IsAIAH
xli. 14.
WE cannot but be struck, dear friends, with the graciousness of the
Lord in scattering throughout His Holy Word these" Fear nots."
They extend from the first book of the Bible to the last book, the
Revelation; and they occur about eighty times in the course of these
Scriptures. The words " Fear not" were first spoken to Abrahamthe chief of believers, "the father of all them that believe," as he is
called by the Holy Spirit. God put that honour upon him, the pattern
believer, that he should be the first to receive this communication and
promise of Divine help. I say how gracious the Lord is thus to scatter
His " Fear nots" throughout His Word so as to meet the condition
of all His people, the condition of His people in various times, under
various dispensations, always to be a promise-keeping God, the One
Who yields them help according to His Word. How many a trembling
saint has found support and consolation from these two words, " Fear
not"; they inspire so much hope in the heart that things when at
their worst do not overwhelm; they speak the wonder of God's grace,
the marvel of His mercy. There are times when flesh and blood fail
us and we need then something Divine, something absolute in its
nature, and this is it which we have in these two simple little words,
" Fear not"; and when the Lord applies them to our hearts they
become very real to us, sustaining, supporting, bearing us onward
and through. Let us look into this verse as the Lord is pleased to
set it before us this morning. "Fear not, thou worm Jacob, and ye
men of Israel; I will help thee, saith the Lord"-there is the Speaker;
then, secondly, "thy Redeemer "-thy Kinsman; and thirdly, "the
Holy One of Israel," so that the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost unite
in assuring these poor tremblers in Zion that there is no ground for
their fears. We do not know what fear this was in particular; it is
enough for us that the Lord knew it. IJe knows our fears and He is
acquainted with our tremblings, our needs are all before Him, and He
speaks this word to us also, " Fear not, thou worm Jacob, and ye men
of Israel." You have noticed perhaps the margin of this place-" Ye
few men of Israel"; they had come down to a very small minority,
they were just a few men, but the Lord was on their side. And if
the Lord is on the side of the few, the little flock, all must be well because
the Lord is all-sufficient for every emergency, for any case, for any
need. If the Lord give us His Word in the power of it then we have
all, we lack nothing of anything that is really good. We may fail
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to see how far a little blessing will go, but it will be enough. The
Lord's blessing is a blessing indeed, the Lord's blessing is all-sufficient,
the Lord's blessing is enough to meet every necessity that the hearts
of His people can know, and therefore He gives them a good word
when He says, " Fear not."
We notice next the persons addressed-fearful saints.
" Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take,
The clouds ye so much dread
Are big with mercy, and shall break
In blessings on your head."

"Fear not, thou worm Jacob," that is the weak one. The Lord
takes His people at a low estimate, you see; it is a great mercy He so
does. If He only took account of us when we were great or when we
waxed rich or strong we might wait our time out and it would never
come. But the Lord regards His people in their low estate. When
they are down in the deeps, when they are in their deep distresses,
then it is He speaks to their hearts, " Fear not," the word that revives
-the restoring, renewing word, His own" Fear not, I will help thee;
I Jehovah will help thee." I say the people of God are the subjects
of many fears and great fears; some of these fears, these varied fears,
are groundless, others are too well grounded. Groundless fears never
come to pass, and I think a large amount of our time and experience
down here involves these false fears. We tremble at the mountain
as we approach it, and 10, as we near it and set our feet upon it to
pass up as the Lord gives us strength, it disappears, there is no mountain
there, there is no mountain of separation between our souls and God,
no mountains of division between us. No, the Lord hates putting
away, He hates casting off, He hates disappointing His people, and
though they feared the mountain and wondered how they could
survive any attempt they might make to surmount it, it was a groundless
fear that possessed their hearts. God is the God of the mountain ,
and He is the God of the valleys also, and so it is His people are wise
in leaving their mountains and valleys to Him, their deep places and
their high places, their mountains of difficulty and their valleys of
depression. "Fear not, thou worm Jacob," though fears are many
and though fears are great, though very largely groundless. But
the Lord knows the fears of His people and that ought to suffice us
-that the Lord knoweth, that we have not to describe our fears to
Him. We do to our fellow-men; we have to tell them what we are
afraid of, but not so our God, to Whom we go for help, Who has
promised us succour and support, Who has promised whatever be our
case it will be well within the reach and compass of His supply. Oh,
the Lord, I think, delights to be trusted, delights to be put to the
proof. If we had no exceptional experiences, as we sometimes have,
we might not ask for things so great and so many, but the Lord will
be asked for great things and for many things, and therefore He lay
on us a greater obligation to ask, to pray, to seek, to knock, and to
wait on Him to do the thing for us. We are of slow heart in prayer,

The Gospel Magazine

205

very slow, but the Lord quickens us and quickens our prayers also
by sending upon us these exercises and trials which so wound us that
we ask for healing, which so empty us we ask to be filled, which so
strip us of our consolations that we ask again to be renewed in comfort.
This is the Lord's way with us. How marvellous are His ways, how
past finding out they are, yet so it is, the Lord will be the Lord through
all our changes and seasons, no variableness in Him, no shortcomings
ever in Him. He is " the same yesterday, and to-day and for ever"
in blessing His people with suitable blessings.
Of course Jacob, the literal man, had long, long since passed away,
but this is a term which is employed by God of the descendants of
Jacob, the tribes of Israel, for the most part a backsliding, and an
unbelieving, and a murmuring people; but He has amongst them
a remnant, a people few in number, the" worm Jacob." What is
more exacting of grace than the necessity of a worm? a weak thing,
a despised thing, an unworthy thing, a defenceless thing, nothing
weaker than a worm, and to a worm the Lord likens His dear people.
They are, indeed they are, a weak people, they are a Satan- and worlddespised people, they confess themselves an altogether unworthy
people. And when it comes to conflict they are perfectly defenceless
in the day of their trial, as it was of old in the history of Israel: there
was not found a sword in the possession of the people wherewith to
fight. So it is with us: we are brought to a point, and when we have
to face the enemy of our souls and his legion we are without a sword,
or bow, or spear. What then? We betake ourselves to the stronghold
of Israel, we turn to our God and we plead with Him, "Fight Thou
against them that fight against me," and we find Him true to His
word, He rises from His seat to fight for them that sigh; "for the
sighing of the needy, now will I arise, saith the Lord," and He does
arise and stand up for them, and fights their battles not a few. I
may mention that the Lord Jesus likened Himself to a worm in
Psalm xxii. If you remember, He said, "I am a worm, and no man." (
Now there are several words used for the worm in the Book of God,
but it is the same word that is lJ.sed of Jacob and of Jesus, the same
thought therefore dominates the expression in both places. Jesus
was crucified through weakness; He was at the end of His strength
now He was hanging on the cross. He was under the curse because
of the imputation of His people's sins to Him. Oh, what a burden
His-" Oh, Christ what burdens bowed Thy head." So it was, that
He was under the curse at this time and He had no resources that He
could appeal to but His God, and He appealed to Him, He complained,
in the brokenness of His heart He complained, in the language of
that Psalm which begins with, "My God, My God, why hast Thou
forsaken Me?" Jesus was forsaken on the cross, He was forsaken
of His God, and He cried out to a forsaking God and that was the
triumph of His faith-that He could trust and did trust a forsaking
God. Some of us can trust a giving God, a helping God, a delivering
God, but Jesus trusted a forsaking God. By the love He bare us
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He endured the wrath of God against the sins that were imputed to
His spotless Person, and prayed from the deeps, the deeps, prayed
" Out of the depths I cry unto Thee-I am a sinking soul. My feet
find no foothold. I sink in deep mire-a horrible pit--miry clay it
is." But thence He cried to the Lord and He said, "I am a worm
and no man. I am rejected of men. I am alone, quite alone, of
the people none with Me." "They all forsook Him and fled." He
looked for some to have pity on Him but there was no man, neither
found He any to comfort Him. He needed a " Fear not," He needed
a " Fear not" as none other ever needed it, but there was no " Fear
not" for Him-no comfort for Jesus. When He was the Sin-bearer
indeed then there might be no comfort for Him. And so He drank
off the cup of woe to its dregs and left not a drop behind for His Church
and people to know and to experience. He has left the empty cup
to us, to ygu and to me, children of God. Oh, that we might praise
Him Who loved us unto the ut'termost, outside all bounds, beyond
all knowledge. How powerless we are to estimate this exceeding love
of Jesus. We gaze upon it, and we marvel; we marvel still and marvel
on. And I suppose we shall be able to marvel yonder as not here
for we shall then be ably gifted with special qualifications to show
forth the praises of Him Who loved us even unto death, we shall have
granted unto us ability" to praise Him as we ought "-that is saying
much. We cannot here praise Him as we ought, worthily, suitably,
becomingly, but yonder worshippers may. As we ought, I repeat,
we shall praise Him, worthily, we shall praise Him ever, and He will
accept the praises of His godly people, His godly accepted people
yonder, as the part reward of His sufferings. The Lord here uses
to His gathered ones the word the blessed Jesus used of Himself,
but He says to them, " Fear not, thou worm Jacob." He could not
say it to Jesus, but He says it to them. "Thou art the worm Jacob,
and the few men of Israel, those on whom I set My love, those on whom
I am pouring out expressions of My love, morning, noon, and night
-always. Fear not, though thou be weak, though thou be despised,
though thou be so unworthy ~nd unwise, though thou be utterly
defenceless," you know it, you own it, you mourn it. And so the
Father enters with all sympathy and perfection of compassion into
the necessities of Jacob and the few men of Israel, the small remnant.
Oh, "fear not, little flock," there you have the" Fear not," "it is
the Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom." This New
Testament word is the echo of the Old Testament word, " Fear not,
ye few men of Israel," "Fear not, little flock," " few" and" little."
Small and of no reputation we confessed ourselves to be this morning
in the course of our worship, but the small and of no repute-these
are precious in the Lord's sight; these are well pleasing unto Him ;
these are the precious sons of Zion comparable to fine gold-these
are they, and the Lord wills that they should not fear but cast all
their care upon Him and find Him true and faithful to Himself. It
is not that our God in Whom we trust is faithful to us, we are always
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laying stress on that view, and I hope that we shall never cease to
declare it, but it is that He is faithful to Himself, cannot deny Himself,
must keep His word to Himself, must honour His promises because
they involve Himself. Let us seek grace that we honour Him more
in being thus faithful to Himself. "0 Lord," said one and another
of the Old Testament believers and saints, " 0 Lord, be true to Thy
Name. Do it for Thy great Name's sake, not for our sake but for
Thine own sake drive away our fear, dissipate these causes of dread
in our souls. Give us the simplicity of faith, and meekness of spirit
and humility of heart in Thy sight, and give us a single-eyed faith
of Thyself that we may behold Thee working for us for Thine own
sake. Because Thou hast led us to trust Thee Thou hast enabled us
to rely on Thee."
And then the promises He gives us-three of them here-how
striking they are! "I the Lord will help thee"; "I thy Redeemer
will help thee"; "I the Holy One of Israel will help thee"; yet but
One though Three. One in purposes of grace towards us-help is at
hand. It is not by our loudly calling upon God-though we do and
often as well as loudly-that He --hears. He hears the first note of
petition, He hears the feeblest syllable of desire in our hearts after
Himself. "I the Lord will help thee, I will be sufficient for thee. I will
prove that I have enough and to spare for thee." Oh, what resources
our God has at His command, of which we only need a little at the
most. We think our needs are great and they overwhelm us, but
think of what in reality He has to give-it is boundless, inexhaustible!
Oh! the height and the depth of the riches-they are so deep they
pass finding out. Now all this He has at His command, but a little
will go a great distance with us if they are His gifts, and so if He gives
us but a handful of purpose we shall then have enough and to spare,
we shall then have enough to part with some of it to those who have
nothing granted them at the present moment. Let us look out for
cases of need that we may part with at any rate the overflowings of
our cup. "My cup runneth over "-that shows how bountifully the
Lord blesses His people with help.. "The worm Jacob-the few men of
Israel"-how blest they are with all suited blessing. "Fear not, I
will help thee, saith the Lord." It is Jehovah Who speaks. He is
emphatic in His declaration. And then the Redeemer, "I thy
Redeemer, will help thee." The word for Redeemer is the word for
kinsman, and the kinsman has the right to redeem. It is a redemption
title which belongs to Him. He is the Brother born for the adversity
of His people, that name therefore well befits; He has the right to
redeem them out of all their trouble. "Many are the afRictions of
the righteous; but the Lord delivereth them out of them all." We
need a strong Redeemer and we have Him in Jesus. We have this
strong Redeemer, this" Mighty to save," in Him Who was" crucified
through weakness," Who heard no "Fear not" to support His soul
in His extremity of need. The Redeemer is the One by Whom the
Father sent redemption unto us and for us, and Jesu~ the Redeemer,
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born for the adversity of His brethren, still continues their Friend
yonder. He is bone of their bone, and flesh of their flesh, He is united
to them in the power of His resurrection too, and in the virtue of His
ascension to the Father's Right Hand. There He sits ministering to
their needs, ministering to the needs of "the worm Jacob" and
" the few men of Israel." Oh, let us look up, let us depend on Him,
let us look in confidence to Him Who has promised us thrice over,
'>-1 will help thee," "I the Lord will help thee," "I thy Redeemer,
thy Kinsman, thy Surety, will help thee." "I, the Holy One of Israel,
will help thee." That makes Him the Covenant Author of our mercies.
Tt is the office of the Holy Ghost to take of the things of Christ and
show them unto us, to give us eyes to see them, hearts to receive them,
and a mouth wherewith to praise Him for them. Oh, we have in this
Christ of God, ministered to us by the Holy Spirit, a joyous gladness,
we have deliverance in Him. He it is Who speaks the liberty of the
captives, the opening of the prison to them that are bound, the Lord's
prisoners. And so the Lord indeed teaches His dear people by these
things and they live by them, and thus it is He gives them insight into
the deeper mysteries of His grace and His mercy and His truth. Who
would be therefore without these trials ~ Who would be without
knowing these" Fear nots " of our God when so blessed are the results
flowing from them ~ Oh, there is not a child of God here present
to-day who would alter his lot, or have it altered. He has learnt
the blessedness of committing his way unto the Lord and leaving Him
to choose. "Choose Thou for me "-that is our mercy to be brought
to the point of asking Him to choose for us, and to keep us from any
interference with His ways in the handling of them on our part, to
keep our hands off from His mercies, from His goodness and grace
towards us, that we may just be recipients of those things without
anything of ours added, to be nothing at all, to be empty, emptied,
that we may be filled with His goodness. This is the way the Lord
leads His people. This is the way the Lord brings them on through
the wilderness. This is the way the Lord brings them out of their
distresses.
Sooner or later, more probably later than sooner, He will put a new
song in their mouth, even the high praises of their God. And when
without hindrance they have this new song given them they will
utter it to His praise, and never, never weary in uttering it. His
servants shall serve Him day and night and His song shall be ever
with them. They will praise Him through the journey, all through,
for His song shall be ever with them-" He giveth songs in the night,"
He giveth songs in the dark. So that we need not fear, we can sing
our song in the dark. The darkness is His as is the light. The day
is His-that we can grant, but the night also is His. Sometimes we
find a little difficulty in confessing that "the night also is Thine,"
because it is so dark, because it is so difficult; we wonder where the
Lord is leading us, hither and thither, without giving us any account
of His ways, but He doeth all things well, and the heart may be pacified,
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and the fears may be subdued. If He is our Keeper Who is the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Ghost, we shall be well kept, we shall be preserved
from all evil, the Lord shall preserve our soul.
May the Lord add His blessing, His own blessing, to His own Word,
for Christ's sake.
THE BEASTS OF THE FIELD SHALL HONOUR ME.
AMONGST the many manifestations of His almightiness and overruling
rwhich God showed when the children of Israel were leaving Egypt,
was this: not a dog moved his tongue against either man or beast.
God had plagued Egypt with nine plagues, and with a tenth visitation
more dreadful than all. He had prepared the Red Sea to be the grave
of all the glory and power of the oppressor, and from the height of such
judgments He came down to ordering silence upon the dogs. Israel
was to be led forth in peace. We know what a distraction it is to
have the air rent every other second by the bark that we are helpless
to quiet: also what an annoyance to be pursued and affronted by the
violations of an unfriendly animal. God's compassions forbade this
hindrance to His long-afllicted people: the Egyptians were urgent
upon them to get out, and with the hush of obedience the beasts of
the earth looked on.
It was of God, and of Him only, that the Shechemites forbore from
pursuing Jacob, whose sons had so wronged them. Jacob has plenty
of reason to fear that the neighbours whom he was leaving would not
let him depart in peace, but " the terror of God was upon the cities
that were round about them, and they did not pursue after the sons of
Jacob" (Gen. xxxv). The God of Jacob teaches them that His
favour is undeserved: He teaches them the meaning of what they
read in Ezekiel, " I do not this for your sakes, 0 house of Israel, but
for Mine holy Name's sake which ye have profaned among the heathen
whither ye went." And I daresay Jacob remembered his former
experience when Laban had said to him, " It is in the power of my
hand to do you hurt." How could it be in the power of Laban to hurt
Jacob, when as he himself confessed, he was forbidden to speak either
good or bad to the runaway on the subject of his flight. Jacob was
saved by his own God in six troubles, yea, and in seven no evil touched
him. The dogs which looked on at the Exodus could do no more, as
Eliphaz in Job v said of the happy man whom God correcteth. For
him, there is redemption from death in time of famine, salvation
during war from the power of the sword; there is hiding from the
scourge of the tongue; (what a mercy and blessing that is, to be saved
from the cutting effects of what is said and what is unsaid, either by
ourselves or others, to be saved by the Lord from that is an almighty
kindness), there is also a being at peace with the stones of the way, and
having a league with the beasts of the field. Daniel and Paul, if not
also Samson and David, knew that last. So it is when God commands
it: otherwise the grasshopper is a burden, croaking with meaningless
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and harmless monotony. If He gives peace who can give trouble, if
He trouble, who or what can produce quietness ~ It was not always
peace with the" sweet psalmist of Israel." At one time he was" compassed by strong bulls of Bashan": and the dogs compassed him
round about. One of these times was when Shimei came forth and
cursed him; and Abishai said, " Why should this dead dog curse my
lord the king; let me go over, I pray thee, and take off his head." But
David had a better way of avenging himself on his enemies. He cried
unto God most high, unto God Who performed all things for him. He
was a stripling when he slew the lion and the bear: he was pressed
by the burden and heat of the day now when he prayed, " break Thou
the teeth of the great lion," " 0 Lord, I pray Thee, turn the counsel of
Ahithophel into foolishness," and the devourer was rebuked.
Isaiah prophesied of David's son and David's Lord, that out of the
stem of Jesse there should come forth a Rod, and a Branch out of his
roots: on Him should the Spirit rest without measure and the blessings
of His rule should be untold. Amongst them was to appear the wonder
of the' wolf dwelling with the lamb, the leopard lying down with the
kid. Who knows how many have been and will be the fulfillings of
this promise of good, but they belong to " the peaceable kingdom of
Christ," and it holds sway in the living soul of the Spirit-taught children
of promise. God said that He would be as a lion in His leading of
Ephraim, tearing him to pieces, and as a moth, wearing him, thread
by thread away. He seemed to be angry: but His anger \vill be
turned away, and He will speak comfort. Joseph's brethren were
reduced to an extremity when he spake so roughly to them: but when
afterwards he said come near to me, then they would see and know
all that his strange ways had meant: and the devouring providence
that had almost made an end of them. If we believe that all things
work together for good to them that love God, and we cannot deny
our own hope that He has drawn our hearts to His love, should not all
the crooked things, the spots and speckles, or even the ravagings of
the way, lie down in complete accordance with His early promise of
His putting us into His flock ~ The goodness and the severity of God,
His strength and His gentleness, His judgment and His mercy, how
sweetly they go together when we are made as little children in the
kingdom of the Saviour.
FOLLOWER-ON.

"My motto has long been, 'Cease ye from man.' All my experience leads me to trust man less, and God more. My Bible is my
study, and the Holy Ghost my Commentator."-W. Romaine.
" Is not all Scripture Gospel? For even the law, convincing of sin
and declaring condemnation, is only sent to prepare the heart for
the reception of Christ's grace and salvation. And blessed are they
who are wounded by Moses, for Jesus shall heal them."-Adolph
Saphir.
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THE RISEN SAVIOUR'S KINGLY POWER.

" And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All powe'T is given
unto Me in heaven and in earth."-MATTHEw xxviii. 18.
HAIL then, Thou Sovereign Lord of all! I have lately been following
Thee in sweet and solemn meditation through the seasons of Thy
humiliation; now let me behold Thee on Thy throne. And here I
am called upon to contemplate my Lord and my God as possessing
universal dominion. Ponder, my soul, the vast extent. Thy Jesus,
as God, as one with the Father, possesseth in common with Him all
power from everlasting. This is His, as God, essentially so; not
given to Him, for by nature it is His, being" One with the Father,
over all, God blessed for ever. Amen," said Paul; so let it be; so
shall it be. And so say I, and so say all the Church; Amen, Amen.
But what thy Jesus saith here, in these blessed words, is of a power
given to Him; and that is a power as the Head of His Church and
people. And although had He not been God, one with the Father, He
never could have been suited for the exercise of this power; for unless
He had been the mighty God, how should He have been the mighty
Redeemer! Yet being God, and both God and Man, it is precious to
consider the power that is given to the Lord Jesus, as Jesus, the
Head over all things to the Church, which is His body, the fulness of
Him that filleth all in all. Here, then, my soul, let thy thoughts
take wing this morning. Behold thy Jesus, the Head over all principality and power. See Him, by virtue of His Almighty Godhead,
exercising and giving energy to the fulness of His power as Mediator;
and in this view conceive, if it be possible, to what an extent thy
Jesus is unceasingly exercising His power for the everlasting benefit
of His Church and people. All power in heaven, not only among
the highest order of created beings, angels and archangels, but a
power with God the Father to prevail for the eternal salvation of all
His redeemed. He left it as a record how He exerciseth this power,
when He said before His departure, "Father, I will that they whom
Thou hast given Me, be with Me where I am, to behold My glory."
And He hath power to send the Holy Ghost to all His people. He
said Himself, before He went away, " If I go not away, the Comforter
will not come; but if I depart I will send Him unto you." Here,
then, my soul, here let thy thoughts be directed, to meditate upon the
fulness and extensiveness of that power which thy Jesus possesseth
in heaven. Well may it be said that He hath the keys of heaven,
when He hath all power with the Father, and with the Spirit. And
well may it be said that He hath the keys of hell also, when all things
in heaven and earth, and under the earth are subject to His command.
And hath He not power then, my soul, suited to answer every want
of thine, and of all His Church and people? Hath He not power
over all flesh, to give eternal life to as many as the Father hath given
Him? Wilt thou complain, shall the Church complain, of any want,
while Jesus is upon the throne? Art thou poor, is the Church poor,
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weak, helpless, needy, guilty, polluted, oppressed, exercised ~ What
of all these, and ten thousand other situations, while Jesus lives,
and hath all power ~ Nay, is it not so much the better that the
people of Jesus are what they are, that they may be the better suited
for His glory, and that their wants may give occasion for the supplies
of His grace ~ Hail Thou Almighty Sovereign! Now methinks I
would be always poor, always needy, always feeling my nothingness,
that all these may constrain me to come to Thee; so that every day's
necessities may afford a fresh occasion to crown Thee Lord of all in
a day of grace, until I come to crown Thee, with the whole Church,
the everlasting Lord of all in heaven, to the glory of God the Father.
Amen.-(Dr. R. Hawker's Morning Portion for May 31st.)

THOUGHTS ON THE CORONATION OF GEORGE Ill.
(Extracted from the" Evangelical Magazine," 1814.)
THE attention of the public having been much directed to the
crowned heads, princes, and other illustrious persons who have lately
visited England, the following pious letter, written by one of the
heralds on the occasion of the coronation of George the third, will
appear peculiarly seasonable, and, we do not doubt, will prove
acceptable to our readers :" A LETTER FROM MR. STRACHAN, ONE OF THE SCOTTISH HERALDS,
OF LONDON, TO MR. ARCH. WALLACE, MERCHANT, OF EDmBURGH.
" September 23rd, 1762.
" DEAR SIR,-I was favoured with yours. It came in good season the
night before the coronation. I shall not say what use I made of it,
but it was a subject sufficient to exercise my mind during that great
appearance of worldly glory, so as to have some advantage by it more
than barely to have my curiosity satisfied. There was something
greatly entertaining to me, equal to anything I ever saw or heard,
about this great affair, and whicll might be improved to some benefit.
" After the king was crowned and invested with all his royal dignity,
all the peers were allowed the privilege of putting on their crowns.
They looked like a company of kings, as in some sense they were.
But immediately they came, one by one, and laid down their crowns
at their Sovereign's feet, in testimony of their having no power or
authority but what they derived from him, and, having each kissed
his sceptre, he allowed each of them to kiss himself, upon which their
crowns were restored to them, and they were all allowed to reign as
subordinate kings.
" This could not miss bringing to mind what is recorded in the
Revelation of the whole redeemed company, who are said to be kings
and priests unto God, and who are to reign with Jesus Christ for ever
and ever-their casting down their crowns, and saying, 'Thou art
worthy to receive power and majesty.' I thought within myself,
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'Were I so happy as to make one of that innumerable company,
redeemed from among men, I should not envy all the nobles in
England what they are now enjoying.'
"When the King returned to the hall where the great feast was
prepared for all the select company that entered into that place with
him in grand splendour, invested with the crown of great Britain
on his head, the sceptre in his right hand and the orb in his left, and
the visible glory that appeared when he entered the hall under his
great canopy of State, all hung with golden bells, when 3010 wax
candles being lighted almost instantaneously, the doors were immediately shut. After the music ceased, he sat down upon his throne,
with all his kings crowned before him, and we heralds surrounded
all the steps of it when they feasted upon the richest entertainment
with him.
"This could but faintly represent that glorious period when the
whole Israel of God shall be brought into the palace of the Great
King, with mirth on every side, and there to abide for ever; no more
to go out, and to be feasted with pleasures, spiritual and eternal, rer
evermore. I thought within myself, 'The people who are here are
not all happy at this present time, for many of them, particularly
myself, are so exhausted and spent with fatigue that the entertainment does not relish with them; but nothing of this kind shall take
place at that wished-for period.'
" One thing I was greatly pleased with. After the anointing was
over in the Abbey, and the crown put upon the King's head with
great shouting, the two Archbishops came to hand him down from
the throne to receive the Sacrament. He told them he would not
go to the Lord's Supper and partake of that ordinance with the crown
upon his head, for he looked upon himself, when appearing before
the King of kings, in no other character but as a humble Christian.
These were his very words. The Bishops replied that, although there
was no precedent for this, it should be complied with. Immediately
he put off his crown, and laid it aside; he then desired the same
should be done with respect to thll Queen. It was answered that her
crown was so pinned on her head that it could not be easily taken
off, to which the King replied, ' Well, let it be reckoned a part of her
dress, and in no other light.' When I saw and heard this, it warmed
my heart to him, and I could not help thinking there would be something good found about him towards the Lord God of Israel."
(The reference in the Evangelical Magazine to the visit of illustrious
persons to England in 1814, is recorded in Hume's History of England,
Students' Edition, p. 692. It took place after Napoleon was compelled to abdicate on April 4th of that year. Hume says, " In June
the allied armies evacuated Paris. The Emperor Alexander, the
King of Prussia, and many of their most distinguished generals and
nobility, then visited England, when there was a solemn thanksgiving
in St. Paul's, and a series of grand fetes and entertainments."-Editor,
GOSPEL MAGAZINE.)
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CORONATION HYMN.
ON THE OCCASION OF THE CORONATION OF THEIR MAJESTIES
KING GEORGE V AND QUEEN MARY, JUNE 22ND, 1911.
(Tune, Austria.)
1. LORD ALMIGHTY, Thou Who reignest
In the heavens for evermore,
Thou Who, e'en on earth, ordainest
Who shall reign on every shore:
Thou art He Who, crowned with glory,
Hast made all Thy foes to flee;
Mightiest monarchs quail before Thee,
At Thy feet they bow the knee.

2. Lord, we come to Thee, confessing
Power and glory both are Thine;
And we pray The.e that Thy blessing
On our monarch's head may shine.
Though o'er countless millions reigning,
May he own Thy gracious Name;
Rev'rent fear of Thee retaining.
Though he win all earthly fame.
3. Grant him grace to battle ever
On the side of truth and right;
And, through weakness, may he never
Bend the knee to Satan's might.
Lord, temptations may assail him,
That we cannot feel or know;
May Thy Spirit never fail him,
May he vanquish every foe.
4. May he be our Faith's Defender,
To his oaths may he be true;
Ever pitiful and tender
To the poor, whose joys are few.
Bless our Queen in fullest measure,
And, when comes that last great day,
May they both receive that treasure
Which can never fade away!
FRANK HOUGHTON.
2, Beaufort East,
Bath.
(The author of this Coronation Hymn was seventeen years old
when he composed it in 1911. He is now Bishop of East Szechwan,
China. The hymn is quite appropriate for our new King and Queen.Editor, GOSPEL MAGAZINE.)

,I

.".:.
I

The Gospel Magazine

215

THE CORONATION SERVICE.

By

THE LATE ARCHDEACON TAYLOR, OF LtvERPOOL.

(From" The English Churchman," of July 3rd, 1902. The reference is
to the Coronation on Aug. 9th, 1902, of King Edward VII.)
ON Sunday week the Ven. Archdeacon Taylor preached to a crowded
congregation in St. Andrew's Church, Liverpool, on the Coronation
service. The text was taken from 2 Chronicles xxiii. 11: "Then
they brought out the king's son, and put upon him the crown, and
gave him the testimony, and made him king. And Jehoiada and
his sons anointed him, and said, ' God save the king.''' The Coronation service (the Archdeacon said) was a great national function of
a combined civil and religious character, by which the solemn compact
between the King and the people was formally ratified; the principal
actors in which were on the one part the King, on the other the
representatives of the nation, viz., the chief officers of State, the
peers of the realm, and the chief ministers of the National Church.
Mutual obligations are undertaken: the Monarch to rule and govern
according to law and justice; the people to obey and defend the
King. The service is very ancient. Our present is at least a thousand
years old, although it has undergone various alterations. Up to the
Reformation in the sixteenth century, it was, for the most part, what
it is still as set forth in the Pontificale Romanum. By that form
Henry VIII was crowned. The alterations of a more serious character
began in 1547, when Edward VI was crowned. The promise to
maintain the Abbots in their possessions was no longer possible, as
their estates had been confiscated by Henry; and the ceremonies
were thought to be too long and tedious for the young King. The
service, therefore, was altered by the King's executors and governors
-the Archbishop of Canterbury (Cranmer), the Protector, the Duke
of Somerset, with the Lord Chancellor and others. Neither Parliament
nor Convocation had anything to do with it. In all other respects
the service remained as before, for the Reformation had not yet
taken place. The Roman Mass was still in use; and hence we find
part of it as before. The English Prayer Book was published in
1549. The Coronation service, however, must have undergone some
change later on, probably when James I came to the throne, 1604,
as the Mass was finally abolished in 1559, by Elizabeth, though she
and Mary had been crowned according to the Roman form, the one
(Mary) from choice, the other from necessity. But we find no record
of any changes in the proceedings of Convocation nor in Parliament.
We pass over the reigns of Charles I, Charles I1, and James n. Of
the details of their Coronation not much is recorded. The next great
change was in the reign of William and Mary, 1689. And now for
the first time we find the active intervention of Parliament, but not
in reference to the service as such, but only in reference to the
obligations imposed on the Monarch. The declaration against
15
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Transubstantiation as a condition preceded the Coronation and the
oath now embodied in the Coronation service. The Declaration had
been enacted in Parliament in 1679, and was imposed on all members
of the Legislature so as to exclude Roman Catholics from the House.
It was now to be also taken by the King. The oath was a special
newly-devised form in order to secure the Protestant character of
the monarchy, and also the Protestant Reformed Religion established by law. It is as follows :" Will you to the utmost of your power maintain the Laws of God,
the true profession of the Gospel, and the Protestant Reformed
Religion established by law? And will you maintain and preserve
inviolably the settlement of the Church of England, and the Doctrine,
Worship, Discipline, and Government thereof? And will you preserve to the Bishops and Clergy all such Rights and Privileges as
by Law do or shall appertain to them? "
In this oath we have the statutory definition of the Church of
England, and the legal title and character of the religion which it
is bound to uphold, viz., " The Protestant Reformed Religion established by law," the Ritualistic denial notwithstanding. It is Protestant
because it protests against all additions to the true profession of the
Gospel; it is Reformed because it rejects all those errors by which
it was itself once corrupted and beclouded. From all the foregoing
it appears that the Coronation service, as a whole, has no statutory
authority; that is, not such as is possessed by all the services in the
Book of Common Prayer. That part of it alone has such authority
to which the Romanizers most object, the Oath and Declaration
which precedes it. One can understand the objections which Roman
Catholics make to these forms, but really they are not reasonable.
These forms are essential to safeguard our religion, laws, and liberties.
The Papal syllabus (1864) expressly denounces and condemns that
which we value above all other things, and without which life is not
worth living, viz., " liberty of conscience," and not only is it denounced
as "insanity," but wherever the Papacy has power it is not permitted. As long as this is so we_are very sorry for our Roman Catholic
countrymen, but we cannot imperil the safety of the inalienable right
of manhood-liberty of conscience-for their sake. It is a misfortune
that they belong to a system which lays this burden on them. No
doubt many of them are as fond of religious liberty as we are, but
we cannot expose our Monarch to the dangers arising from Papal
pressure and secret machinations. The experience of 120 years,
from 1560 to 1688, as long as it was possible to put a Roman Catholic
on the throne, has taught us what, in another respect we have also
learned from the Boer War-" Never again!" Vide IX. Article of
the Bill of Rights.
A few words on the service as now arranged. It has been altered
from what it was at the Coronation of our late beloved Queen Victoria
the Good; and it is to be much regretted. Five particulars may be
mentioned: (1) ·The Decalogue or recital of the Ten Commandments,
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the Laws of God, are omitted in the Communion Service. (2) The
beautiful eulogium on presenting the Bible to the King has been
abbreviated to one-fourth of its size-from twelve lines to three;
(3) The expression, " Communion Table," which occurred four times,
is expunged altogether, save in two instances contained in a portion
of our own Communion office, incorporated into the service, and the
word " altar," which occurred twice only in the old form-and that
perhaps through inadvertence, or thinking it of no importance, as
" The Mass" had been expunged-now appears no less than thirtynine times! Surely this is worse than needless. The Church of
England in its authorized standards knows nothing of an "altar."
(4) Worse still; for the first time a prayer appears in the Communion
office which bears a striking resemblance to one in the" Pontificale,"
and reads more like consubstantiation and" the Mass with intention"
than sound Church of England doctrine. All this is very sad to many
loyal Churchmen, and it would appear that the time has come when
the entire service should be revised by national authority, and not
left to any individual, however exalted or well meaning. At present
it appears to rely only on custom and the Royal supremacy. This
should be altered. The function is a national one; it should receive
national oversight like the Prayer Book and receive national sanction.
It should be modified after the dignified simplicity and sublimity
indicated in our text. These actions, with suitable prayers and
Scripture lessons, would make a solemn and truly Scriptural service,
more in accordance with reformed Christianity, and less medieval.
Finally, let us pray God to bless and preserve our gracious King and
Queen, and that He may vouchsafe a bright sunny day for their
glorious Coronation here, and eternal felicity in the life which is to come.

CHRIST'S SOVEREIGNTY.
"HIS glory shines from every ray of light that reaches us from a
thousand stars; it sparkles from the mountain tops that reflect the
earliest and retain the last rays of the rising and the setting sun; it
spreads over the expanse of sea, and speaks in the murmur .of its
restless waves; it girdles the earth with a zone of light, and flings
over it an aureole of beauty. In the varied forms of animal tribes,
in the relation of our world to other worlds, in the revolutions of
planets, in the springing of flowers, in the fall of waters, in the flight
of birds, in the sea, the rivers, and the air, in heights and depths,
in wonders and mysteries, Christ wears the crown, sways the sceptre,
and receives from all a tribute to His sovereignty. We cannot
augment it; we cannot add one ray of light to the faintness of a
distant star, nor give wings to an apterous insect, nor change a white
hair into black. We can unfold, but not create; we can adore, but
not increase; we can recognize the footprints of Deity, but not add
to them."-John Cumming.
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"AN ANGEL IN EVERY CHILD."

THE Morning Post for March 29th stated that the Bishop of London
said in a sermon at St. Paul's Cathedral on Easter Sunday night,
" I take off my hat to Sunday School teachers." After a hard week's
work in the city or even after teaching in the schools, he said, they
came and taught children on Sundays, with very little thanks for
their toil. "There is an angel in every child, and it is their business
to bring it out," he continued.
We wonder how the Bishop would prove this statement from
Scripture. The Psalmist says that angels" do His commandments,
hearkening unto the voice of His word." They" do His pleasure"
(Ps. ciii. 20, 21). Do the children do God's commandments and
hearken unto His Word, and do His pleasure? Are they really
angelic in character? We fear they are more characterized by disobedience to God, and disobedience to their parents.
David said, "Behold I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did
my mother conceive me." "The wicked are estranged from the
womb: they go astray as soon as they be born, speaking lies" (Ps.
li. 5; lviii. 3). That does not sound angelic. The Apostle Paul
teaches that we are all " by nature the children of wrath." That is
not an angelic description. Surely there is something seriously wrong
in the Bishop's theology.
Our Lord says, "That which is born of the flesh is flesh" (John
iii. 6). The Apostle Paul tells us of seventeen sins of the flesh. These
do not suggest anything angelic.
Then what about the teaching of the Church of England? Her
Ninth Article says that original sin" is the fault and corruption of
the nature of every man, that naturally is ingendered of the offspring
of Adam; whereby man is very far gone from original righteousness,
and is of his own nature inclined to evil, so that the flesh lusteth
always contrary to the Spirit; and therefore in every person born
into this world, it deserveth God's wrath and damnation." There is,
we think, nothing angelic in this description of human nature.
It seems to us that every child needs to be born again, and only
God the Holy Ghost can bring about the new birth. Scripture, it
seems to us, teaches that all have sinned---ehildren as well as their
elders-and because of this, death comes to all, young and old alike.
We see no warrant for the idea that" there is an angel in every child."

" I THINK the doctrine of election never can agree with human merit;
one will be always barking at the other. Every man who seeks to
justify himself by works, will loathe the doctrine heartily, and load
it lustily with most reproachful names. Yet men reject the doctrine,
not for want of Scripture evidence, but for want of humbled hearts.
We are not willing to be saved by an election of grace, till we know
ourselves, and find our just desert."-John Berridge.
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THE KING'S DAUGHTERS.
THE twelfth of May in 1937 is a date that you and I are likely to
remember all our lives, I should think, for it is Coronation Day, the
day when, God willing, our King is to be crowned and anointed.
Every seat in Westminster Abbey will be filled by someone who has
proved his right to be there. There will be Princes and Ambassadors
from foreign lands; there will be Peers and Peeresses of our own
country, and a great many others who for one reason or another have
been commanded to attend. Except for the singing-boys, and the
boys of Westminster School, and perhaps a few other young ones, I
suppose nearly all the people will be grown-ups; there will be scarcely
any children in the great congregation. But everybody knows that
there will be two little girls there, and I think they must be quite the
most excited children in the British Empire! Dressed in white
frocks down to their ankles, and wearing Coronation robes of royal
purple, the little Princesses will be escorted to special seats in the
Abbey, where they will be able to see everything. There is no fear
that they will be turned away from the Abbey doors; for who in all
the world has a better right to be there for the crowning of the King 1
Are they not his own little daughters 1
One Sunday afternoon I was passing along a street in a drab part
of the town, and I heard children's voices singing a hymn. It was
that hymn we all know well: "Around the throne of God in heaven,
thousands of children stand." And so from the Princesses and King
George's Coronation, my thoughts flew to another great day that is
still to come, that day which John describes, when the kingdoms of this
world shall become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ. Who
will have a right to stand before the Throne of God, in the presence of
the King of Kings 1 Who but the sons and daughters of the Lord
Almighty 1 That brings us back to Princess Elizabeth and Princess
Margaret. Because they are the King's daughters, even though they
are only little girls doing their lessons and growing up like other children, they will have a right to stand before his throne in Westminster
Abbey. There must be thousands of other children of the same age,
but if they see anything of the Coronation processions, it will only be
outside the Abbey; they cannot be allowed in the presence of the
King.
I suppose there is scarcely any boy or girl, brought up to read the
Bible, who does not sometimes think very seriously about what is to
come. Read in Revelation about the Throne of God and of the Lamb,
about the splendid scenes of acclamation around the King of kings
and Lord of lords, upon Whose head are many crowns. Have you not
wondered where you will be then 1 Will you be one of those who has
a right to stand before the Throne 1 or will you be shut outside the
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door for ever ~ If you are one of the Royal Family, there can be no
doubt at all about it; there will be a place prepared for you, and a
Coronation robe to wear. So the question is simply, " Am I a child
of God ~ " The Lord's children are those who have God for their
Father, and Christ for their King; they have been born into the family
of God by the work of the Holy Spirit in their hearts, cleansing them
from sin in the blood of the Lord Jesus. It is they who will stand
before the Throne of God, casting their crowns before Him, and praising
Him with Alleluias.
Suppose to-morrow the postman were to come to the door with a
large envelope for you, and you found inside it the grand invitation
from the King with your name on it. How thrilled you would be!
But one of your first thoughts would be, " What must I wear ~" For
the rules about dress at the Coronation are extremely strict; everybody must wear exactly what the Earl Marshal decrees. There is no
choice about it at all; duchesses and countesses and all the peeresses
are told just how long their robes must be and how many rows of
ermine they are to have; and all the men have to appear in the right
uniforms. As I said at the beginning, there are white frocks and purple
robes made specially for the Princesses. It would be no use a little
girl of eleven going up to the Abbey door, and pretending she was
Princess Elizabeth. "But where is your robe 1 " they would say,
and there would soon be an end of her pretensions. These rules about
dress remind us of the white robes spoken of in Revelation. John
says, "the fine linen is the righteousness of saints," and every child of
God is clothed with this garment of righteousness. Not his own
righteousness; all our righteousnesses are "as filthy rags"; they
would find no room at the Coronation; but the white robe is the
righteousness of Christ, which clothes every child of God in exchange
for the sins which were laid upon the Lord Jesus. Many people realize
that they cannot appear before the Throne of God without a white
robe, and so they set about making it for themselves. They try very
hard to be good and kind and to do all sorts of good deeds, and then
they clothe themselves with this self-made garment, and hope it will
pass. And all the time it is nothing but a " filthy rag"! Whereas
for every child of God the robe of righteousness is provided free of all
cost.
I am sure Princess Elizabeth knows better than to attempt
to make her own Coronation robe; no, she is the King's daughter,
and she will joyfully wear the robe he provides for her. She has no
care in the matter; she knows her father will pay for the robe, and
see that it is all ready for her. But all the time how careful she will
be to remember that she is the King's daughter, and that she must
behave accordingly. And so all the children of God, though they know
they can do nothing whatever towards making their" white robes,"
yet long to be holy even as He is holy, and to show by their lives that
they are sons and daughters of the Lord Almighty.
DAMARIS.
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(ltotttf5poniJrnce.
DR. HAWKER'S MORNING PORTIONS.

To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR MR. HOUGHTON,-May I be allowed to thank you for publishing
the sermon by Joseph Irons on the homecall of that great saint, the
venerable Dr. R. Hawker.
During the year 1935, in the providence of God, there came into
my possession his two books, The Poor Man's Morning Portion:
"Being a selection of a verse of Scripture with short observations
for every day of the year; intended for the use of the poor in spirit
who are rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom." These volumes
were well worn, having been used by one who for more than forty
years had been used by God in the sacred ministry of His blessed
Gospel; no doubt under the power of the Holy Spirit, in much
comfort to his own soul, as they have been to mine during their
perusal in the past year, and at the present time.
These volumes went through eleven editions. The substance of
which was originally published in single tracts at the price of one
penny each. The author's Preface to the first edition contains a very
gracious message, and such sound and practical advice that it is a
sermon in itself.
I am sure that numbers have praised and blessed God for his work.
His writings are not well known among the Lord's people; they are
rare to-day, and can only be procured occasionally at second-hand
book shops.
Among the many books that are being republished, I venture to
suggest these volumes in some form or other should be reprinted and
given again to the Lord's family, and God will give the work His
blessing. I pray He will, in His providence, call someone to this work.
Yours faithfully,
Havendak, ]ver,
THOMAS J. WAY.
Bucks. March, 1937.

GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-The following letter has just reached me from one of
our diligent distributors. The presentation of a magazine or a little
book affords a splendid opportunity to speak of Christ and His great
salvation. "Dear Mr. Brider,-I thank you for your letter and parcels
of books and magazines. The choice selection you have sent us, like
previous ones, is most useful, and just the thing we would choose
ourselves for the men we serve. I know you must spend many hours

222

The Gospel Magazine

in thought over getting such excellent packages together, therefore, we,
on our part, endeavour to place them with discretion, so that the fullest
value may be obtained from them. It is a matter for regret that your
eye is giving additional trouble, and we pray the Lord will sustain you,
and if His will restore the sight. At the same time the suffering which
you bear so cheerfully, and which tends to make your spirit even
choicer as the years go by, is a lesson to each one of us who enjoy the
best of health, and it is a constant reminder (and a lesson which we
point out to our seamen) that we should constantly thank God for
such blessings of health as we enjoy, but when same fails, still trust
Him completely as you are doing. We shall continue to pray for you.
May God abundantly bless you." From one who visits soldiers.
" Many thanks for the parcel of literature received. I will, by God's
grace, distribute same to men on my visits to hospital and barracks.
May God graciously bless and encourage you in His service." From
another distributor: "Thank you very much for the parcel of Scriptures, etc., very useful to me in my work. I hope you are better in
health; you did not mention about yourself. My wife joins me in
sending very kind and sincere Christian regards to you, and thanks
for all your kind help."
Yours sincerely,
R. E. BRIDER.
21, Firfield Street, Totterdown,
Bristol 4, April 1st, 1937.

"THE CAPTAIN IS ON THE BRIDGE."
" A BROTHER in Christ told some years ago how, when travelling across
one of the largest lakes in N. America, a dense fog enveloped the
vessel. A lady spoke nervously to an officer because they were travelling fast through it. 'Madam,' said the man, ' this fog is very low
and the Captain is on the bridge above it all, so we are safe.' Many
terrible fogs of earth envelop God's people to-day, such as no human
wisdom can see through, but our Captain is, not on a bridge, but on
the eternal throne in the heavens. Therefore,' we know that all
things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are
the called according to His purpose.' "-(Wm. J. Rowlands, of St. Lucia,
British West Indies.)
" TEN thousand butterflies do not make an eagle; nor can the human
intellect, however multiplied, be measured for a moment with the
mind of God."-Canon Edward Hoare.
" By one woman, sin and death were brought into the world at the
beginning. By the child-bearing of one woman, life and immortality
were brought to light when Christ was born. No wonder that this
one woman was called 'higWy favoured' and 'blessed.' "-Bishop
J. C. Ryle.

--
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tBrOUf.Jtant 16taCon.
"THE PROTESTANT REFORMED RELIGION" AND THE
ARCHBISHOP.
MR. KENSIT has addressed an earnest, faithful, and searching letter,
in reference to the King's Coronation Oath, to the Archbishop of
Canterbury. We give the following extracts, which appear in The
Churchman's Magazine for March last.
"My LORD ARCHBISHop,-Very many are greatly concerned about
your position as leader in English religious life, for there can be little
doubt that you have moved away from the true centre of that Protestant
faith which our King, by statute law, is required to maintain.
"How one wishes it were possible for multitudes to heed your
broadcast recall to religion, but, alas, the appeal is largely stultified
and cannot reach the ears of the average Englishman, who has the
fear that it is allied with the support of a Romanized national Church.
In looking at the supplementary statement to your original appeal
as given in your current Diocesan Gazette, one observes that you urge
, the natural and fitting setting' of your call in this coronation year.
" May I, therefore, stress the terminology of the Sovereign's Coronation Oath which you are entrusted to administer. In that moment
of intense solemnity when the Sovereign kneels before the open page
of the Bible, you must ask: 'Will you to the utmost of your power
maintain the laws of God, the true profession of the Gospel, and the
Protestant Reformed Religion as established by law?' Not until the
King replies, ' All this I promise to do,' have you the right to place
the crown upon his head. Surely this forces home the consideration
whether you, as Archbishop and your Bishops-Suffragan are in any
sence of the term determined to maintain the same Protestant religion,
or whether on the other hand, there is a rupture between the present
administration of the Church and the conditions under which our
King holds the throne. Reduced to a plain and straightforward
question it comes to this, 'Do -you whole-heartedly claim to be a
Minister of the Protestant religion ?' The test is a simple one from
the standpoint of the authorized formularies of the Church of England.
"In the very first place the Protestant religion witnesses to the
sufficiency of the finished work of Christ as the ground of acceptance
of the sinner before God, and because of this ' the sacrifices of masses
are blasphemous fables and dangerous deceits' (Article XXXI).
Surely the truth of this language needs to be emphasized for, as this
Article puts it, the priest assumes 'to offer Christ for the quick and
the dead.' If therefore the Mass is to be found in any single Church
in your diocese, is it not your bounden duty to suppress it? Even
the use of the terms' High Mass,' 'Sung Mass,' is disloyal to our
Prayer Book, and quite out of accord with the Protestant religion,
but the adoption of the rejected titles by the extreme Anglo-Catholic
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party is conterminous with the theory concerning the Mass which
the Article condemns and which brought your predecessor Cranmer
and the Reformers to the stake.

" Ought not the nation in this Coronation year to expect that your
Grace will make plain that the doctrine and ritual of the Mass lie beyond
all legal bounds in our Reformed Church?
"Again, the very kernel of the 'Protestant Reformed Religion'
is the doctrine of justification by faith, a doctrine expounded in
striking brevity in Article XI, which declares, 'We are accounted
righteous before God, only for the merit of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ by faith, and not for our own works or deservings.' Not
only Luther, but every theologian who holds to the Reformed religion
knows that this is the Article of a standing or falling Church, yet even
in the approach to the Rumanian Church the wording of our Article
is so compromised as to amount to a misrepresentation of this very
centre of our faith, and it makes you a party to a gross betrayal of
the Protestant reformed religion of our Constitution.
" Once more the rule or standard of faith must be the Word of
God. Yet it would be impossible to contend that a Church with a
sacrificing priesthood and an altar and a confessional is standing to
be measured by the Scripture, for the Scripture makes plain that the
offices of the priesthood are summed up in the person of Christ Who
is alone the great High Priest of our profession. Many of our Churches
have restored to them, images, incense, holy water, and rosaries,
which are nothing more nor less than badges of pagan worship shamefully grafted on to the Christian religion. The ritual of the medieval
Church was rejected because it was out of line with the apostolic
and primitive ages and signified a doctrine which was not truly
Christian at all. When the light of sacred Scripture dawned in
Reformation days' a line of deep cleavage' was marked betwixt the
very mode of worship of the unreformed and the reformed Church.
These things were adequately summarized in the Report of the Royal
Commission on Ecclesiastical Discipline in 1906.
" In these days there are appeals for' united fronts' and' popular
fronts,' and so forth, but surely the greatest need of all is a Gospel
front. Our Church has a message which should not be mistaken and
our Articles afford the best of summaries of our ' Protestant Reformed
Religion.' How futile it is to ignore or tamper with them. The
doctrines of the Trinity, the Bible, Justification, Salvation, the Church,
the Ministry, the Sacraments, are all plainly set forth in the Articles,
and the positive doctrines are fenced by repudiation of the counter
erroneous doctrines. The seven sacraments are repudiated (Article
XXV), as is purgatory (Article XXII), transubstantiation and reservation (Article XXVIII), consubstantiation (Article XXIX), and the
sacrifice of masses (Article XXXI).
" The nation has already shown how jealous it is of the reformed
character of its Church by the rejection of the Episcopally commended
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Deposited Prayer Book. The debates in Parliament in 1927-28
undoubtedly reflected the mind of the people. A warning note was
then sounded that no reversal of the Reformation settlement is
possible without bringing down the edifice of the English Church
about our ears.
"I make a solemn appeal to your Grace to mark this time of
coronation by a determination to banish and drive away all strange
and erroneous doctrine and finally I would ask of you the great
question, which you are charged to ask of the King :" Will you to the utmost of your power maintain the Protestant Reformed
Religion established by law?
" May you reply that by God's enabling' I will,' and with millions
of loyal Britishers I shall pray that you may so do, the Lord being
your helper."
SCOTTISH PROTESTANT ACCESSION OATH.
THIS Oath must be taken by the Sovereign within a day of his accession
to the throne. It runs as follows :"I, . . . by the Grace of God of Great Britain, Ireland, and the
British Dominions beyond the Seas, King, Defender of the Faith,
Emperor of India, do faithfully promise and swear that I shall
inviolably maintain and preserve the Settlement of the true Protestant
Religion as established by Laws made in Scotland in prosecution of
the Claim of Right and particularly by an Act intituled an Act for
securing the Protestant Religion and Presbyterian Church Government and by the Acts passed in the Parliament of both Kingdoms
for Union of the two Kingdoms, together with the Government,
Worship, Discipline, Rights and Privileges of the Church of Scotland.
"So help me God."
THE " GOSPEL MAGAZINE " FUND.
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iltehtetn5 ani) jlOtic£5 of iSooks.
WHY THE CROSS? By the Rev. H. E. Guillebaud, M.A.; with
Foreword by the Rev. E. A. Richardson, M.A., D.D. Price 2/6.
Pp. 208. (The Inter-Varsity Fellowship of Evangelical Unions,
39, Bedford Square, London, W.C.I.)
This well-printed volume is divided into two parts. Part I ask ,
" Is a Substitutionary Atonement Christian ? " and six chapters are
devoted to its consideration. Part II asks, " Is Substitution Immoral
or Incredible? " and six more chapters are occupied in its consideration. Four Appendices follow.
The author's standpoint is expressed in the lines:"Bearing shame and scoffing rude,
In my place condemned He stood ;
Sealed my pardon with His Blood.
Hallelujah! 'Vhat a Saviour."

The work gives evidence of much searching of Scripture, much
careful thought and an acquaintance with modernistic teaching on
the atonement, which the author quotes in order to refute.
Speaking generally, the author takes the conservative view of the
atonement from the Arminian point of view. There is very much
in the book with which Evangelicals will agree, and for which they
will be thankful. The author stands firm for what has been sneeringly called "the blood theology," and believes fully in the penal
element in the atonement.
In a kindly spirit, however, we venture to offer a few criticisms
and general remarks.
1. The author, although himself believing in the inspiration of
Scripture, thinks it wise to meet opponents by only assuming that
some of the New Testament books were written by honest writers
in the first century, and that, even if they were not fully inspired,
their testimony to the atonement should be received. We doubt the
wisdom of this. Our Lord in all His teaching took His stand on
the plenary inspiration of the Old Testament. His apostles did the
same. "The sword of the Spirit is the Word of God." We think
it best to use the sword always as a weapon which owes its origin
to the Spirit of God.
2. We are glad that the author shows clearly that the Sermon on
the Mount was addressed to disciples, and that therefore the doctrine
of the universal Fatherhood of God is unscriptural. In regard to the
Parable of the Prodigal Son, we suggest that we must go back to
Adam for the full teaching concerning man's going astray from God.
No sinner now began in his life-time to wander from God. He was
born astray from God. The whole race fell when Adam fell. We
would say that as Adam was the representative head of the fallen
race, the last Adam is the representative Head only of His redeemed
people, the people given to Him to redeem by the Father. The
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author seems to take it for granted that Christ was the Substitute
of every man, woman, and child that has ever lived. He says that
the New Testament" intends to teach that the sin which the Lord
bore in His body on the tree is nothing less than all the sin of the
human race from the beginning till sin shall be no more. Because
the New Testament teaches a substitutionary atonement, of necessity
it also teaches that the sin borne by the Substitute was that of all
men in all ages." He goes on to say, " Although He died for all,
and bore the sins of all, yet only those who believe in Him are reconciled and cleansed" (pp. 157 to 159).
He does not seem to have ever heard of the doctrine of particular
redemption or a limited atonement, taught by the Reformed Churches,
set forth in the Westminster Confession of Faith, and in the Seventeenth Article of the Church of England. That Article says that
God" hath constantly decreed by His counsel secret to us, to deliver
from curse and damnation (i.e., to redeem) those whom He hath
chosen in Christ out of mankind, and to bring them by Christ to
everlasting salvation, as vessels made to honour." Spurgeon said,
" The doctrine of general redemption-that Christ died for the damned
in hell, and suffered the torments of those who afterwards are tormented
for ever-seems to me to be detestable, subversive of the whole Gospel,
and destructive of the only pillar upon which our hopes can be built.
Christ stood in the stead of His elect; for them He made a full
atonement; for them He so suffered that not a sin of theirs shall
ever be laid at their door" (Trumpet Calls to Christian Energy, by
C. H. Spurgeon, p. 15).
In reference to the extent of the atonement, the great Dr. Owen
said :" The Father imposed His wrath due unto, and the Son underwent
the punishment for, either:
"1. ALL the sins of ALL men;
" 2. All the sins of SOME men; or
"3. "Some of the sins of ALL men.
"In which case it may be said:
"a. That if the last case be -true, ALL men have some sins to
answer for, and so NONE are saved.
"b. If the second case, then Christ, in their stead, suffered for
ALL the sins of ALL the Elect in the whole world; and this is the
truth.
"c. But if the first case, why are not ALL men free from the punishment due unto their sins?
"You answer, because of unbelief.
"I ask, is this unbelief a SIN, or is it not?
" If NOT, why should men be punished for it?
" If it BE, then Christ suffered the punishment due unto it, or He
did not.
"If He did, why must that hinder them more than their other
sins for which He died?
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" If He did not, He did not die for ALL their sins."
It is certainly remarkable that our Lord says He came to "give
His life a ransom for many," and that He would" lay down His
life for the sheep," i.e., those given Him by the Father. Moreover,
He " was once offered to bear the sins of many." Why these limited
expressions?
3. The author says, " Atonement means reconciliation" (p. 133).
We suggest that reconciliation is the effect of atonement, not the
atonement itself.
4. The author says there is " danger in the use of the word' satisfaction,''' as describing the atonement, and feels uneasy in the use
of it (pp. 145, 146). Yet Dr. A. A. Hodge, in his work on the atonement, says that the word" satisfaction was habitually used by all the
Reformers in all the creeds and great classical theological writings
of the seventeenth century, both Lutheran and Reformed" (p. 32).
It was used to denote that Christ fully satisfied all the preceptive and
penal claims of the law as the Substitute of His people, by His obedience
unto death.
5. We differ from the author when he_says that the words, "Be
ye reconciled to God," are" an impassioned appeal" to " unconverted
members of the Corinthian Church, urging them to be reconciled to
God" (pp. 130, 173). We suggest that they are addressed to the
converted, and are designed to encourage them to grasp afresh the
great fact that they are reconciled to God by the death of His Son.
We think it is very important to recollect that all the Epistles are
addressed to God's called people, and we should avoid using the
pronouns "us," "our," and "we," in the Epistles as if they were
applicable to everybody. When it says, " Christ hath redeemed us,"
the " us" manifestly refers to believers.
6. We are glad that Mr. Guillebaud, in writing on reconciliation,
recognizes that the Reformers were Scriptural when they wrote that
Christ "truly suffered, was crucified, dead and buried, to reconcile
His Father to us" (Article Il).
7. When the author, on p. 164, says, "Temptation is not itself
sin," we suggest that if the temptation comes to us from without
we are not guilty of sin if we resist it, but if it comes from within,
from the flesh within us, then it is sin, it is our sin.
8. On p. 71 the author says that God" has always desired to save
us, if we would let Him" (italics ours). We suggest that no such
doctrine is found in the New Testament. He does not ask the sinner
who is dead in trespasses and sins if he will let God save him. He
comes and quickens the dead sinner and saves him by His grace.
(See Eph. ii. 1-10.) Christ did not ask Lazarus if he would let Him
raise him from the dead. We ought surely to take account of the
Divine words, "I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy"
(Rom. ix. 15). Do we not need to recognize more fully the doctrine
of human inability? Our Lord said, "No man can come to Me,
except the Father which hath sent Me draw him," and the apostle
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said, " So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth,
but of God that showeth mercy" (John vi. 44; Rom. ix. 16).
We repeat that these criticisms are made in a kindly and Christian
spirit.
THE CROWNING DAY. Pp. 24. Price 3d.; 12 copies, 2/6; 50 copies,
10/-. (Church Association, 13 and 14, Buckingham Street,
Strand, London, W.C.2.)
This is a beautifully got up booklet, giving full particulars of the
Coronation. It has portraits of the King and Queen, and illustrations
of the sword of State, the ring, the two sceptres, and the Bible being
carried in procession. It is well-suited for widespread circulation
amongst members of Bible Classes, Sunday Schools, and the general
public.
PERSONAL RELIGION: THE STORY OF THOMAS SCOTT'S CONVERSION.
By the Rev. Harold A. Lewty, M.A. Pp. 22. Price 2td. post
free. (Sovereign Grace Union, 31, Imperial Buildings, Ludgate
fJircus, London, E.C.4.)
This pamphlet gives a brief account of the life and experience of
Thomas Scott, the Commentator. It shows how he was gradually
led to experience the new birth and to grasp the great doctrines of
grace. It also gives a resume of John Newton's letters to Scott,
which greatly aided in Scott's spiritual enlightenment. The pamphlet
is largely based on Scott's Force of Truth. We hope that this excellent
and interestingly-written pamphlet may stimulate many to obtain
this volume by Scott which may be had for 2/- from the Religious
Tract Society.
We have received ROME'S TRAFFIC IN NUNS. An Exposure of Conventual Dowries and Mortality. By Ernest Phillips. Pp. 24.
Price 2td. post free. (Protestant Truth Society, 31, Cannon
Street, London, E.C.4.)
----=---THE POCKET GUIDE TO THE MAY MEETINGS AND TO LONDON. By
J. E. May. Pp. 104. Price Id. post free. (J. E. May, 14, New
Bridge Street, London, E.C.4.)
This is the thirty-eighth annual issue of this excellent pocket Guide
to the May meetings. Apart from its guiding usefulness, it is a booklet
worth keeping for reference, as it contains the addresses of all the
principal Societies.
Besides being an index to meetings, conferences, and sermons, it
gives information about museums, exhibitions, public buildings, and
places of worship. It concludes with an interesting illustrated article
on, "Coronation London," which inch,tdes Queen Victoria's account
of her own coronation.
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" SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES." Booklet VI of the Inter-Varsity Fellowship Bible Study Course. Compiled by Rev. A. M. Stibbs, M.A.
Pp. 103. Price 1/-. (Inter-Varsity Fellowship of Evangelical
Unions, 39, Bedford Square, London, W.C.I.)
This is the last of the series of six booklets designed specially to
stimulate daily Bible Study among University students. The booklets
are so arranged that by using them the whole Bible is read through,
and more or less prayed over and pondered in three years. The three
years of the course are divided into six periods of twenty-six weeks
each.
There is a brief introduction to each book of the Bible, and a brief
analysis of its contents, followed by questions and Bible references
on the portion read each day.
The course of study may be started at any time. By the regular
use of these booklets, students, whether belonging to a university
or otherwise, are likely to gain a real knowledge of the contents of
the whole Bible. To know exactly what the Bible says is one of
the great needs of the day, and to grow in this knowledge we need to
go on reading and praying over the inspired Word every day of our
lives.
THE CAMPION-PARSONS INVASION PLOT, 1580. Pp. 56. Price 6d.,
postage Id. (Protestant Truth Society, 31, Cannon Street,
London, E.C.4.)
This pamphlet is designed to prove from recently discovered documents that the Jesuit Campion who was convicted as a traitor, and
executed Dec. 1st, 1581, was no mere martyr in the cause of Christian
truth, but a traitor to his country. The pamphlet is ably written
and full documentary proofs are given. The popish plots against
England and England's Protestant Queen are fully exposed.
Incidentally, this pamphlet suggests, on pp. 6, 7, that a great many
of the reviews of books which appear in the press are neither independent nor reliable. There seems to be a sad lack of honest and independent
criticism.
Four beautifully printed cards in two colours have been issued by
the Protestant Truth Society, 31, Cannon Street, London, E.C.4.
These give (1) THE CORONATION OATH; (2) THE BILL OF RIGHTS AND
ACT OF SETTLEMENT; (3) THE CORONATION ADDRESS ON THE BIBLE;
and (4) THE KING'S ACCESSION DECLARATION. They are issued at
Id. each, or 2d. if eyeletted, with silk cord for hanging. They are
very suitable for circulation just now.

" I AM sure God the Holy Ghost is the best writer; and I find Him
the best Expositor upon His own writings."-W. Romaine.

