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Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God:'-2 CORINTHl.ANS i. 4.

A PRAYER FOR ASSURANCE.

" Say unto my soul, I am thy salvation."-PsALM xxxv. 3.
WHEN David wrote this psalm he was in great trouble. Some
think the psalm refers to the time when he was hunted by Sau!.
Others think it may refer to the time of Absalom's rebellion. In
any case he was beset with enemies.
They fought against him (verse 1).
They persecuted him (verse 3).
They sought his destruction (verses 3, 4).
They falsely accused him (verse 11).
They gnashed upon him with their teeth (verse 16).
They hated him without a cause (verse 19).
They sneered at him (verse 21).
David felt absolutely helpless before them. They were "too
strong for him" (verse 10). He therefore cried unto: the LORD
to plead his cause, and to put forth His hand of power on his
behalf. "Say unto my soul," he said, "I am thy salvation."
David was a child of GOD, yet what a great trial he was passing
through. We know that some of his trials were due to his own
sins, but it would seem that often he had to suffer apart from any
special sin. The case of Job teaches us for all time that GOD'S
people may be walking in the fear of the LORD, and yet GOD may
allow them to be sorely afflicted (see Job i. 8).
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Whatever our trials, whether light or heavy, GOD graciously
permits us to look to Him for comfort and deliverance. He says,
" Oall upon Me in the day of trouble: I will deliver thee, and thou
shalt glorify Me" (Ps. 1. 15). This is what David did. He sought
the LORD and fully expected that the LORD would hear his cry and
deliver him.
1. David's words suggest that GOD'S people may need salvation
from temporal danger or trouble.
The word " salvation" is often used in this sense. When Israel
was pursued by the Egyptians it was temporal salvation they
needed, and that was the kind of salvation they experienced. The
salvation of the LORD was extended to them. They were saved
from the wicked design of their enemies, and the Egyptians who
pursued them" sank as lead in the mighty waters." "Thus the
LORD saved Israel that day out of the hand of the Egyptians, and
Israel saw the Egyptians dead upon the sea shore" (Exod. xiv. 30 ;
xv. 10).
It was temporal salvation which Noah experienced. He built
an ark to the saving of his house from the flood which overwhelmed
an ungodly world. Salvation of this kind is daily needed by the
people of GOD. Dangers and trials, manifold in their character,
beset them, and it is well when they look to the LORD to save them.
He is the refuge and strength of His people in all the problems,
difficulties, and dangers which beset them.
But the greatest concern of the awakened sinner is to be saved
from the penalty of his sins. This was the concern of the jailor
when he cried, "What must I do to be saved 1" The Scriptures
are able to make such sinners wise unto salvation through faith
which is in OHRIST JESUS. They tell us that GOD hath raised up
for His people" a horn of salvation."
They tell us that OHRIST came into the world to save sinners,
that He hath redeemed them from the curse of the law, being made
a curse for them, that salvation is only to be had in Him. He is
" the Author of eternal salvation." Whosoever believeth in Him
shall not perish, but have everlasting life. His precious blood
cleanseth from all sin those who trust in Him. "He is able also
to save them to the uttermost that come unto GOD by Him, seeing
He ever liveth to make intercession for them" (Heb. vii. 25).
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Of all who trust in this great and mighty SAVIOUR we read, " GOD
hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our
LORD JESUS CHRIST, Who died fer us, that, whether we wake or
sleep, we should live together with Him" (1 Thess. v. 9, 10).
What will it profit to be saved from temporal dangers, if we fail
to experience salvation from the penalty of sin?
2. David's words suggest the need of Divine salvation.
His prayer was directed to the LORD, and he said, "Say unto
my soul, I am thy salvation." He wanted to be assured that
the LORD Himself was his salvation. If He saved him it would be
a real salvation, a real deliverance. In regard to salvation from
sin's penalty no other salvation but a Divine salvation will suffice.
Salvation in this sense is of the LORD. In vain shall we look for
it elsewhere. "Truly in the LORD our GOD is the salvation of
Israel" (Jer. iii. 23).
Salvation in the highest sense is Divine in its origin, in its method,
and in its bestowal. It was GOD Who arranged to send His SON
to be the propitiation for His people's sins. It was GOD Who
arranged the method of salvation by which He could be just and
yet the Justifier of him that believeth in JESUS. He delivered
Him up to the death of the Cross by His determinate counsel and
foreknowledge. It is GOD Who arranges the bestowal of salvation.
It is He Who, when His people are dead in sins, quickens them by
His SPIRIT, and saves them by His grace. The awakened sinner
needs to say,
" Not the labours of my hands
Can fulfil Thy law's demands;
Could my zeal no respite know,
Could my tears for ever flow,
All for sin could not atone:
THOU must save, and THOU ALONE."
If GOD Himself saves us we shall be able to say, "Behold, GOD
is my Salvation; I will trust and not be afraid" (Isa. xii. 2).
And Simeon said, "Mine eyes have seen Thy salvation."
Mary said, "My soul doth magnify the LORD, and my spirit
hath rejoiced in GOD my SAVIOUR" (Luke i. 46, 47).
What an infinite mercy it is if GOD says with power to a poor
sinner, "I am thy salvation."
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3. Thirdly, the words of David suggest the need of PERSONAL
salvation.
David wanted GOD to say unto him, " I am thy salvation." He
wished to be assured that he himself was saved from his enemies.
The awakened sinner longingly desires such an assurance in regard
to the eternal salvation of his soul. He desires the LORD to assure
him that he himself is personally in the enjoyment of GOD'S salvation. We remember visiting an elderly gentleman and he said
to us, "He is all my salvation and all my desire."
Other people need GOD'S salvation, but our first concern naturally
is our own salvation. Paul could say of himself and other saints,
" GOD hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace,
which was given us in CHRIST JESUS before the world began"
(2 Tim. i. 9).
There was no doubt in the apostle's mind about his own
salvation. He was fully assured of it. He could say, "The
SPIRIT beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of
GOD."
" GOD hath sent forth the SPIRIT of His SON into your hearts,
crying, ABBA, FATHER" (Rom. viii. 16; Gal. iv. 6). He said to
the Galatian Christians, "Ye are all the children of GOD by faith
in CHRIST JESUS" (Gal. iii. 26).
Does not that teach that if we are trusting in the merits of
CHRIST JESUS, that proves that we are GOD'S children, however
unworthy we are?
The Apostle John said to the saints to whom he wrote, "Beloved,
now are we the sons of GOD," and" As many as received Him, to
them gave He power to become the sons of GOD, even to them that
believe on His name" (1 John iii. 2; John i. 12).
Again he says, These things have I written unto you that believe
on the name of the SON OF GOD; that ye may know that ye have
eternal life " (1 John v. 13).
All believers are warranted by GOD'S Word to be assured that
all their sins are forgiven, that they are now saved from the penalty
of their sins, and that eternal life will certainly be enjoyed by them.
(See Acts x. 43; John iii. 16; Rom. viii. 1, 33, 34-39; 1 Thess.
i. 10; v. 9, 10; 1 John ii. 12; Ephes. ii. 8.)
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With Toplady they can rightly say,
" My name from the palm of His hands
Eternity will not erase;
Impressed on His heart it remains
In marks of indelible grace:
Yes, I to the end shall endure,
As sure as the earnest is given;
More happy, but not more secure,
The glorified spirits in heaven! "
What a mercy it is when GOD by His SPIRIT says unto our souls,
"I am thy salvation."
Then, being saved ourselves, we should be concerned that the Gospel of salvation should be made known unto others. When Paul was
saved, he said in reference to others, "Brethren, my heart's desire
and prayer to GOD for Israel is, that they might be saved" (Rom. x.l).
4. David's words suggest that he desired a PRESENT salvation.
He said, " Say to my soul, I am thy salvation." Assure me that
now Thou art my salvation, and let this assurance be the result of
Thy saving power being now put forth on my behalf. Enable me to
rise from my knees fully assured that though my enemies are many
in number, of great power, and full of enmity against me, yet Thou
art equal to my case, and Thou wilt assuredly overthrow them.
In regard to the eternal salvation of the spiritual Israel it may be
pointed out that the believer is already saved from the penalty of
sin. GOD has said of His believing people, "Their sins and their
iniquities will I remember no more" (Heb. x. 17). They are now
washed, sanctified, and justified. Hence they are already saved
from sin's penalty.
In another sense they are daily being saved from sin's power.
CHRIST continually saves from the power of sin them that come
unto GOD by Him. They need mercy and saving grace every day,
and these blessings are promised. The throne of grace is always
accessible for them to obtain them. They are" kept by the power
of GOD, through faith." They are daily preserved by the mighty
hand of their SHEPHERD. "Neither shall any man pluck them
out of My hand," He says.
Salvation also has a future aspect. The fulness of salvation is
yet to come. For this we wait till the time of resurrection glory.
To this future aspect of salvation the apostle refers when he says,
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" Now is our salvation nearer than when we believed." The day
for the fulness of salvation is at hand (Rom. xiii. 11, 12). To this
salvation GOD'S people are appointed. They are to obtain "the
glory of our LORD JESUS CHRIST." (See 1 Thess. v. 9, 10; 2 Thess.
ii. 13, 14.)
It is a blessed thing when GOD says to the soul, "I am thy
salvation." My saving power will daily be put forth on thy behalf
and eventually thou shalt enjoy the fulness of that salvation which
thy Divine SURETY secured for thee.
May David's prayer be ours. Let us look up to the GOD of
salvation and cry, " Say unto my soul, I am thy salvation." Then,
like David, we shall be able to add, " And my soul shall be joyful
in the LORD: it shall rejoice in His salvation. All my bones shall
say, LORD, '¥ho is like unto Thee, Which deliverest the poor from
him that is too strong for him, yea, the poor and needy from him
thatspoileth him ~ " (Ps. xxxv. 9, 10).
. To all His people He says, " I, even I, am the LORD; and beside
Me there is no SAVIOUR" (Isa. xliii. 11).
THE EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

THE PLAGUES OF EGYPT.
" When Pharaoh Israel's God withstood,
He turned their river into blood.
Did he repent 1 Nay! frogs were sent,
But still in vain God's wrath was sent;
For when the dust to lice was turned
And flies came thick, behold he squirmed,
A murrain then slew every beast,
But still he heeded not the least.
Then boils and blains caused him to quail,
But yet God had to send the nail
And locusts, too, a mighty host,
But oh! they felt the darkness most.
Then Pharaoh Moses sought to slay,
But God had planned another way;
For Pharaoh's son was slain instead,
And after that all Israel fled."
Britannia Square,
EMILY THEODOSIA M'CAusLAND.
Worcester.
(Written 1886).
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AIR RAIDS AND SHELTERS.

II.-A WORLD-WIDE AIR RAID.
" In the six hundredth year of N oah's life, in the second month, the
seventeenth day of the month, the same day were all the fountains
of the great deep broken up, and the windows of heaven were
opened. And the rain was upon the earth forty days and forty
nights."-GENEsIs vii. 11, 12.

,-

AN air raid is an invasion of the air. The air may be invaded
in various ways. It may be invaded by aeroplanes carrying deadly
bombs. Or it may be invaded by smoke and fog. Or it may be
invaded by fire or by water. The world-wide air raid on which
we propose to write was an unparalleled invasion of the air by
water. The precise year, month, and day of the month on which
this air raid began is given in the inspired record, and its duration
is also recorded. Never before or since has such an air raid
taken place. Never, too, has an air raid of any kind lasted for
so long a time. The fountains of the great deep were broken up.
No longer was the sea kept within the Divinely allotted bounds.
The windows of heaven were opened, and for forty days and forty
nights the air was invaded by water continuously and without
interruption.
This air raid has been recorded for our learning, and we do well
if we give diligent heed to its details.
1. First, let us think of the source of this air raid.
"When a modern air raid takes place, care is taken to ascertain
from what country the aeroplanes have come. In this case the
source of the air raid was the Divine Ruler of the universe. Not
from some enemy country did it come, but from God Himself.
It was He "Who invaded the air with a downpour of rain which went
on continuously for nearly six weeks without intermission either
by day or by night. He said, " Behold, I, even I, do bring a flood
of waters upon the earth, to destroy all flesh, wherein is the breath
of life, from under heaven; and every thing that is in the earth
shall die" (Gen. vi. 17). It is a solemn fact which we need to
remember that if our country were raided by enemy aeroplanes
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carrying explosive bombs it would be true to say that behind the
evil designs of an enemy would be the Divine purpose. "Shall
there be evil in a city, and the Lord hath not done it? " (Amos
iii. 6). "I form the light, and create darkness; I make peace,
and create evil: I the Lord do all these things" (Isa. xlv. 7).
War is one of God's four sore judgments, and He allows war
as a judgment upon nations for their sins. However righteously
we might, as a nation, engage in war against another nation, behind
all the horrors of war is the Divine judgment upon us as a nation.
We are verily and indeed a God-forgetting nation, and we merit
His judgments because of our national sins. There is a loud call
for national, ecclesiastical, and personal humiliation before God.
2. Secondly, think of the cause of this world-wide air raid.
We are not left in any doubt as to this. The cause was sin.
Human sin began with Adam and Eve. In accordance with God's
design the human family multiplied, but along with the multiplication of men came the multiplication of sin. The human race was
defiled with sin. It was universal sin. "All flesh had corrupted
his way upon the earth."
It was heart sin. "Every imagination of the thoughts of man's
heart was only evil continually." The thoughts of men's hearts
were only evil. They were nothing but evil, and they were evil
continually. But the thoughts were expressed by deeds. Hence
" the earth was filled with violence."
All this human sin was Divinely noticed. "God saw that the
wickedness of man was great in the earth." It was all naked and
opened to His eyes. So are our sins. The sins of the nation, the
sins of the churches, and the sins of individuals are all seen and
known by Him.
He is" acquainted with all our ways." Not a word in our tongues
but He knows. (Ps. cxxxix. 3, 4.) "Can any hide himself in
secret places that I shall.not see him ? saith the Lord. Do not I
fill heaven and earth? saith the Lord" (Jer. xxiii. 24).
However privately we may sin it is all known to God. "Thou
has set our iniquities before Thee, our secret sins in the light of
Thy countenance" (Ps. xc. 8).
What an awful sight it must be to the high and lofty One Whose
name is holy to behold the sins of the millions of people in the city
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of London alone. Evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, thefts, false
witness, cruelty, dishonesty, drunkenness, pride, selfishness,
gambling, sabbath desecration, and ungodliness are all known to
Him and all are seen by Him. Then think of the sins of all the
cities, towns, and villages of the world. If a world war were to
come, could we view it otherwise than as a Divine judgment upon
an ungodly world? God sees sin to-day. He sees it everywhere.
He sees it always. How much we need a deeper sense of the
enormity of sin. Sin then was plainly the cause of the world-wide
invasion of the air by water.
3. Thirdly, think of the extent of this air raid.
If war were to break out now, the air raids connected with it
would only be partial in their extent. The leaders in the aeroplanes
would make for the chief cities where the populations were very
numerous. Large tracts of country would be passed over. Not
so the invasion of the air in Noah's time. It was world-wide.
" The flood was forty days upon the earth; and the waters increased,
and bare up the ark, and it was lift up above the earth. And the
waters prevailed, and were increased greatly upon the earth; and
the ark went upon the face of the waters. And the waters prevailed
exceedingly upon the earth; and all the high hills, that were under
the whole heaven, were oovered . . . and all flesh died that moved
upon the earth, both of fowl, and of cattle, and of beast, and of
every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth, and every man.
All in whose nostrils was the breath of life, of all that was in the
dry land, died. . . . Noah only remained alive, and they that were
with him in the ark" (Gen. vii. 17-23). Thus universal destruction
of life and property attended this air raid. No one escaped but
the eight persons who were in the ark. No doubt places of shelter
were sought. As the waters rose those who were able would seek
places of safety on the hills, but gradually all the high hills were
covered, and the whole world of the ungodly perished. Not one
escaped.
4. Fourthly, think of the air raid warning and the preowut'ions
whioh were to be taken.
God, Who intended to invade the air with vast quantities of
water, gave due warning to Noah of His intention. "Noah found
grace in the eyes of the Lord," and amid the general corruption he
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was enabled to walk with God. To him God said, " The end of all
flesh is come before Me; for the earth is filled with violence through
them; and, behold, I will destroy them with the earth" (Gen.
vi. 8, 9, 13).
Then we read that" By faith Noah, being warned of God of things
not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of
his house; by the which he condemned the world, and became
heir of the righteousness which is by faith" (Heb. xi. 7).
Believing the Word of God, and following Divine direction, Noah
took the precaution of building an ark, and he collected large
quantities of food to supply the needs of himself and his family
and of the animals and birds which he had with him in the ark.
Peter tells us that Noah was "a preacher of righteousness."
This suggests that Noah made known to" the world ofthe ungodly"
God's threatened righteous wrath in consequence of their sin
(2 Pet. n. 5). Besides, large numbers must have noticed that he
was building an ark for the saving of his house, and they would
become aware of its purpose, but doubtless they rejected the
revealed purpose of God as made known unto Noah, and poohpoohed the idea of a terrible invasion of the air by water. Hence
they went on " eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage,
until the day that Noah entered into the ark." There was no fear
of God before their eyes. They" knew not until the flood came,
and took them all away" (Matt. xxiv. 38, 39). Though the ark
was only provided for an elect family, yet if there had been worldwide repentance doubtless the invasion of the air by water would
not have taken place. Nineveh's case is an illustration of this
truth. (See also the teaching of Jer. xviii. 7, 8.)
The world at large, however, remained ungodly, and destitute
of the fear of God. They went madly on in their wicked ways,
and at last the terrible judgment of God overtook them, and they
perished in their sins. Peter speaks of God as "bringing in the
flood on the world of the ungodly." The same state of things will
exist when the Lord comes again, and takes vengeance on them
that knew not God and obey not the Gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ.
" As the days of Noah were, so shall also the coming of the Son
of man be" (Matt. xxiv. 37). The Apostle Paul says, "When
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they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh
upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall
not escape" (1 Thess. v. 3).
All this is very solemn. While writing this we have received
a printed letter from Sir Oharles Marston in which he says, "The
London Oity Mission estimates that only 5 per cent of Londoners
attend a place of worship on Sundays," and he adds, " May we soon
expect another Jonah to prophesy, 'Yet forty days and London
shall be overthrown' "? Think of it. Five persons only out of
every hundred attend a place of worship on the Lord's day in London.
Despite all its great spiritual privileges, England is a God-forgetting
nation, and God sees that the wickedness of men in England is
great. We are concerned about air raid shelters for the body,
but what about our immortal souls?
The ark alone was the Divinely provided shelter from the flood.
All in the ark were saved. All outside the ark perished. The ark
was a type of Ohrist. All in Him will be saved. All who through
infinite grace trust in His blood and righteousness will be eternally
saved from Divine judgment. All others will perish. How we
need solemnly to ask ourselves, are we sheltered in Ohrist ?
" When Thou, my righteous Judge, shalt come
To fetch Thy ransomed people home,
Shall I among them stand ? "

\

THE EDITOR.

TRIVIAL EVENTS.
instances might be given to show that events of the greatest
importance have often depended upon what at the time appeared to
be the most fortuitous and trivial events. The interrelation and
connection of events is such that if one of these was to be omitted or
modified, all that follows soon would be modified or prevented.
Hence the certainty that the Divine administration rests on the
fore-ordination of God extending to all events, both great and small.
And, strictly speaking, no event is really small; each one has its
exact place in the Divine plan, and some are only relatively greater
than others. The course of history, then, is infinitely complex, yet
a unit in the sight of God. This truth, together with the reason for
it, is very beautifully summed up in the Shorter Catechism, which
states that, 'The decrees of God are His eternal purpose, according
to the counsel of His will, whereby for His Own glory, He hath foreordained whatsoever comes to pass.' "-(" The Reformed Doctrine of
Predestination," by Professor L. Boettner, pp. 16 and 17.)
" MANY
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WELLSPRINGS.
" The night is far spent, the day is at hand,. let us therefore cast off the
works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of light."-RoMANs
xiii. 12.
WE have a solemn word of warning here, as also a gracious exhortation
coupled with it. Night and the works of darkness wrought therein,
and day with its " work" enjoined as, clad in the armour of light,
God's people are manifested as " children of the day," " children of
the light," and" children of the resurrection" life. To what" night"
does the apostle refer ~ It was certainly not the night of unregeneracy,
for his brethren in Rome were "beloved of God and called to be
saints," for whom he could" thank God through Jesus Christ for you
all." Also the Jewish darkness had been superseded by the Gospel
day and Pentecostal blessings. There was the night of persecution
which followed, but so long as the followers of Jesus remain in all ages,
there is that to encounter more or less fiercely. "In the world ye
shall have tribulation," said He Who was to suffer as none other
could suffer. But I think we may safely conclude that the apostle
would be referring to the night of our pilgrimage which attends the
saints of all ages, more than the coming night of the age, the night of
the world's history, the night of Satan's world power and sway, the
night of blindness to Israel, the night of spiritual darkness to the
professing as also the possessing Church. Your and my little span of
life, beloved, is fast drawing to a close, the sand in the hour-glass is
running through, and we realize, oh, so solemnly, what unprofitable
servants we have been. How have our talents been laid out to God's
glory ~ How have we been occupied as faithful servants and stewards ~
How have we sought" opportunity" and witnessed, and sown beside
all waters, and borne forth the precious seed basket, and gone forth
bearing His reproach, if so be we might testify of Him and unfurl the
banner of truth ~ May the Holy Spirit stir us up in the little remaining
time to " put on the armour of light" and be found faithful to Him
Who hath called us unto holiness and the peaceable fruits thereof.
May the eye of faith discover the light in the dark days of our pilgrimage
wanderings, and in the valley of Achor, the door of hope. For it is
true that the Bride of Christ, the Lamb's wife, hath to travel much
by night. To her, with her affections drawn upwards and set upon
things above, this earth is as a vast howling wilderness, and darkness
deepens as the forces of Satan increase in strength and power. It
oft seems midnight in the soul's experience too.
"Daily to see new straits attend,
And wonder where the scene will end."

But living faith pierces the darkening cloud, and counts upon that
"morning without clouds" soon to break. Little faith encourages
her soul and sings,
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" 'Tis night-but, oh, the joyful morn,
Will soon our waiting spirits cheer.
Yon gleams of coming glory warn
Thy saints, 0 Lord, that Thou art near.
"Lord of our hearts, beloved of Thee,
Weary of earth, we sigh for rest,
Supremely happy, safe and free,
For ever on Thy tender breast,"
(Sir E. Denny, 1838.)

Dear children of God, may faith and hope be kindled afresh, as you
are called to pass through some fre~h trial, some painful surprise, some
disappointed hopes; remembering that in the end-Gad's end" thine expectations shall not be cut off." Labour on; sow beside
all waters; bear thy testimony faithfully and leave results with Him.
God's plan is a perfect one. "His ways are everlasting." He causes
the darkness to make His purposes the better known, and He will
bring forth thy judgment to the light. "The darkness and the light
are both alike to Him." Some day you will have cause to bless Him
for all your "night" experiences, and you will trace how He set the
one over against the other, to bring rich blessing to His servant and
glory to Himself.
The apostle says in our text, "The night is far spent," and we
naturally think that a far spent night must mean midnight. Well,
be it so; we can gather some useful, profitable, and encouraging
lessons from the subject of midnight in the Holy Scriptures. For
every midnight experience for the child of God has its counterbalance
of blessing and song of deliverance and victory. And all because of
the victory wrought out on that darkest and most eventful night of
all the world's history. The Passover set it forth in type. In reference
to the deliverance of Israel who went forth with a high hand from
Egypt, we read that" at midnight there was a great cry". of despair
and death when" there was not a house wherein the firstborn was
not dead." And the great Antitype, the only begotten of Jehovah,
Jesus, the Spotless Lamb of God, was crucified by wicked hands and
hung upon the accursed tree, and" there was darkness over the whole
land" for three hours in the daytime. Ah, solemn midnight darkness
this! Never before and never since the like, when He the suffering
Saviour, God's Lamb, was" made sin for us Who knew no sin," and
bore the curse in His sinless body, bore as only God could have borne
the hiding of His Father's face, and suffered as none other could suffer
that midnight darkness in His holy soul! Well might the rocks rend
and the earth quake and all nature become upheaved and disquieted.
But that midnight darkness passed; the solemn stillness of death
was superseded with more miraculous happenings.
" Vain the stone, the watch, the seal,
Christ hath burst the gates of hell ;
Death in vain forbids Him rise,
Christ hath opened Paradise."
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He has redeemed us at such a cost, and given us such a blessed hope
through the merits of His own death. He speaks in all our midnight
experiences and bids us be of "good cheer" for He has overcome sin,
.Satan, and death for us and is bringing us in His own time and way
to everlasting day. Was it this grace-constraining hope which
prompted the sweet Psalmist to say, " At midnight I will rise and give
thanks unto thee, because of Thy righteous judgements" ? (Ps. cxix. 62.)
It is recorded of those two dear disciples, thrust into that inner prison
and suffering the tortures from their feet being made fast in the
stocks, that" at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises
unto God"; knowing in humble holy confidence that He Who had
delivered, could yet deliver? And were they disappointed? Was
not great glory brought to their God by all this prison experience,
when the centurion and his whole house were by a miracle of mercy
converted?
Was not the sweet story, too, of Peter's midnight prison experience
and the prayers of the church for his release yet another sweet evidence
that our God was watching over His dear servant, giving him such
peace of mind that he could even sleep when chained to two others,
and was working the miracle of his release, and encouraging the hearts
of those who prayed for it ?
But our subject is a vast one and we forbear. May these few and
broken remarks stir us up, beloved, and encourage us to believe that
whatever our midnight experiences are, there is day ahead; yea, the
everlasting day, when all our dark and night experiences will be for
ever past, and" the Lord shall be our everlasting light, and the days of
our mourning ended." Meanwhile, 0 children of God, seek by grace
to buy up every opportunity in this short and fleeting hour of you
little day, to shine in the dark and lonesome, solemn and shifting
scenes of time, which will all be soon for ever past! All sacred privileges
of holding forth the Word of Life will soon be yours no longer. May
grace be magnified in you to the eternal glory of Him Who bestows it,
" that ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without
rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom
ye shine as lights in the world" (Phil. ii. 16) that His glory may be
great in your salvation and to His never-ending praise.
He Who holds the balancings of all our clouds and midnight experiences will give us to prove as assuredly as everyone of His redeemed
have done who are safe in glory, how" weeping may endure for a night,
but joy cometh in the morning."
R.

" THIS is Christ, Who continually, with the oil of His grace, maic.tains
the work already begun in the heart; by the means of which, notwithstanding what the devil can do, the souls of His people prove gracious
still." -Bunyan.
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anb Notes; of ,Setlllons.
REFUGE.

A SERMON BY THE LATE VERY REVEREND HENRY LAW,
DEAN OF GLOUCESTER.

" Among the cities which ye shall give unto the Levites there shall be six
cities of refuge."-NuMBERS xxxv. 6.
REFUGE is a thought dear to every Christian heart. It is as haven
to the ship when clouds blacken; as dovecot to the bird when hawks
pursue. When once the wrath of God is seen in its true light; when
once the conscience has turned pale in terror; when once hell's gulf
is opened at the feet; when once the quenchless flames have glared
in prospect, despair must seize its prey, unless some Refuge be
discerned. But Christ a sure Refuge stands, high as the heavens,
wide as infinity, lasting as the endless day.
An emblem now is given-seal of this Gospel fact. Some types of
Christ appeared for a brief season, and then vanished. The guiding
cloud, the manna, and the flowing stream ended on Jordan's banks.
But here is a sign which lived through Canaan's history. It never
failed until the cross was reared.
The story of the ordinance is brief. The case was possible, that man,
without intent-without one evil or revengeful thought, might stain
his hands in human blood. An unaimed blow might fall. An
undirected arrow might wound fatally. There might b~ murder
unawares.
When such event took place, a kinsman was permitted to arise in
wrath, and claim the slayer's life. The law gave licence to take blood
for blood. He who had slain was open to be slain.
Reader, conceive the hapless injurer's state. Peace-happinesssecurity-were fled for ever. Each sight would startle. Each rustling
sound would bring alarm. The crowd was peril; for there the kinsman
might unsheathe his sword. In deep retirement some ambush might
be laid. Thus every spot and every hour would threaten death to
the poor trembler's mind. His life was one continual terror.
But Israel's God ordains a means to rescue from such lifelong woe.
He bids that several cities should be set apart. In number they are
six. They are distributed throughout the land. Thus no place is
very distant from these walls. They stand on lofty hills, conspicuous
from afar. They are to be sanctuaries. The manslayer, reaching
their Refuge, was at once secure. The angry kinsman might not
enter. The townsmen might not close their gates by day nor night,
nor cast the fleeing stranger out. Here, then, security enclosed him
in its arms. Here he might turn, and boldly face his enemy. He had
the felt reality of full escape. He knew that every danger was left
far behind, and that his days might now glide sweetly, without one
14
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sha~ow of alarm, But he must closely keep within the covering walls.
Without there still was danger. If he but stepped beyond the bounds,
his life was open to the kinsman's blow.
He must abide thus sheltered while the ,high priest lived. That
death dissolved avenging claims; and then the slayer was at large.
Instantly he might go forth, and unmolested move from place to place.
It is recorded that 'all care was taken to help the slayer in his flight.
Wide roads were formed, and kept in strict repair. All hindrances
were smoothed. And at each turn where doubt might rise, posts
were erected, which on their pointing arms proclaimed, "Refuge,
Refuge."
Such is the type. Spirit of love, arise to teach! Send forth Thy
Christ-revealing light! Grant that some soul may hence discern the
truth of Gospel-Refuge!
Poor sinner, this type at once displays your case. The slayer is
your counterpart. Perhaps, startled, you cry, What, are my hands
blood-stained? In answer, take this truth. There may 'be murder,
though no man be slain. There may be carnage of duties-talentstime-souls. And, alas! there is. No day, no hour passes in which
this guilt is not incurred. Earth seems a battle-field, in which we level
blows at God's just claims. It is a charnel-house, piled with the
skeletons of slaughtered means of grace. Our words and looks are
often arrowS barbed with deathful poison. Who treads not upon slain
opportunities of good? There may not always be premeditation in
the sin. But as the manslayer did not plot his deed, so sinners blindly
commit these murders through ignorance and unwatched thought.
Take now the sinner awakened to the sense of this guilt. He is
as the slayer rushing in terror from the kinsman's wrath. He knows
himself to be pursued. Vengeance is pressing at his very heels. An
arm is raised to fell him to the ground. The furious sword is glittering
near. The bow is bent. The arrow is poised upon the string. Another
moment, and the fatal wound is given. His mind is agony. Each
fibre quivers. Tremblings beset him. Ye conscience-stricken, say is
not this your terrified condition ?
One kinsman only hunted the slayer. But many adversaries threaten
the guilt-stained soul. Mark the long troop. See how it rushes on.
God's justice takes the lead. It has strong claims. Its wrongs are
many. It has clear right to execute revenge. And it is swift, as
God is swift-and strong, as God is strong-and terrible, as God is
terrible. Can man escape? Ab! sinner tremble. This foe is near.
Its wrath is righteous. Its aim is sure. If you are caught in nature's
plain, you surely die. If you are clad in nature's armour, you have
no safeguard. You must perish!
The law is in pursuit, winged with all vengeance. It demands pure
unblemished love from the cradle to the grave-from first to latest
breath-in every child of man, whatever be his station, talent, rank.
Exception cannot be. All who transgress become its prey. And
who transgresses not? Where is the thought in which love reigns
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supreme? Where is the moment free from blame? This law must
have its dues. It follows sternly. It can never spare. Its curse
rolls onward as a swelling flood, to sweep offenders into the dread
abyss. Ah! sinner, tremble. Unless your head has some almighty
shelter, you cannot escape.
The truth of God, too, points an inexorable sword. It has decreed
that every sinner must die. Can it recall the righteous word? Can
it be false? But false it is, unless the vengeance fall. Sinner, what
shield will hide you from this blow?
Satan, moreover, follows with huge strides. He claims the sinning
soul as his. He has commission to destroy all who are sin-marked.
His eye is keen. His steps have lightning speed. His hate is bitter.
He delights to slaughter souls and drag them to the beds of flames.
Ah! sinner, tremble. This cruel foe will surely seize you unless
you reach some shelter higher far than earth-some fortress stronger
far than human arm can raise.
These adversaries rush on apace. Who undismayed can hear their
nearing steps? Thus the fleeing manslayer is a faint shadow of the
pursued sinner. Do any cry, Whither shall we flee? Is there a
Refuge? The question opens the main tidings of this type. Yes.
The sheltering cities represent our Refuge. Would that all multitudes
who throng this earth could hear the blessed truth ! Would that a
voice of thunder could pervade all lands, proclaiming-Refuge!
Would that, from shore to shore-from hill to hill-from plain to
plain, the echo might resound, a Refuge is prepared, full-complete
-secure!
Draw near, ye guilty sons of men. You need not die. Approach,
all ye whom sin oppresses-conscience terrifies-and torturing memory
scares. You may be safe. Flee, all who tremble, lest your souls
should perish. You may have peace. Fears may be lulled. Joy may
succeed to anguish. You may face every foe, and laugh to scorn your
every threat.
There is a Refuge. It is Christ the Lord. Flee to Him. Flee!
God has been pleased, in wondrous love, in overflowing grace, to set
Him as a screening sanctuary. The word is pledged, that all in Him
are everlastingly secure. "There is therefore now no condemnation
to them which are in Christ Jesus" (Rom. viii. 1).
Let faith now calmly gaze on this city, and mark its towers. Christ's
person is the grand pillar of security. His strength is full omnipotence.
He is Jehovah-Jesus. Who then can snatch from His protecting
arms? No one who is not mightier than God can burst these
gates. While Jesus lives, and lives the lnighty God, this safety is
complete.
His finished work builds up the Refuge. The walls-the bulwarks
of this city-are red with blood. There is inscribed above each gate" Christ died." Justice draws near. It sees the mark: and asks no
more. The wounds of Christ are the deep grave of God's avenging
sword. Believer, you may meet justice with the bold challenge,
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nothing is due from me. My heavenly Surety paid His life for mine.
In Him-by Him-I clear your uttermost demand.
The law's stern curse falls harmless here. It falls, indeed, because
it may not be infringed. But Christ receives its weight. And all,
locked up in Him, are as unharmed as Noah within the ark.
Satan pursues up to these gates. But here he pauses. Wherever
he finds sin there he demands his prey. Polluted souls bear mark
that they are his. But all within these walls are washed, and cleansed,
and purified, and decked, and beautified. He must confess that they
are no more his. He must retreat. Their sins are blotted out.
Therefore he cannot touch.
Blessed be God for this sure Refuge! Reader, imagine every foe
in eager chase. See them advancing in strong tide. Mark their wild ra.ge
and frantic hate. Hear their affrighting menaces. See their terrific
arms. Survey the terrible array. Then rush to Jesus. From all He
rescues. From all He screens. The vilest sinner, nestling in His
arms, is safe-safe as the inmates of the highest heaven-safe as
Jehovah on His throne.
Mark, too, this Refuge is at hand. In Israel the slayer had to flee
ofttimes along a tedious road. Our city stands beside us. At each
moment the cry is in our ears, Behold Me! Behold Me! "The
righteousness which is of faith speaketh on this wise, Say not in thine
heart, Who shall ascend into heaven? (that is, to bring Christ down
from above) or, Who shall descend into the deep? (that is, to bring
up Christ again from the dead). But what saith it? The word is
nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart" (Rom. x. 6-8).
Outstretched arms invite you. Fall this day within them. The gates
are cloRe. Enter this hour. Now all is ready. Oh, linger not! Now
is the accepted time.
Believer, you are within this Refuge. You know it to be the home of
joy unspeakable and full of glory. Your experience testifies that its
clime is" the peace of God which passeth all understanding." Surely,
then, you will cleave tightly to it. Set not one foot beyond the holy
precincts. Many temptations will allure you to come forth. Oh!
stir not. Abide in Christ. If in an unguarded moment you should
stray, how instantly some fearful blow is aimed I-how suddenly some
wound is felt!
Would you be safe through life-in death-for ever ~ Then cleave
to Christ, as ivy to the tree, as limpet to the rock. When Israel's
high-priest died, the slayer left his shelter. But your High-Priest
for ever lives, therefore for ever you must tarry.
And when you realize your mercies and your safe retreat, can your
heart fail to love-your lips to praise-your life to serve? Can you
now see such multitudes exposed to wrath, and almost death-struck,
and not allure them to your loved Refuge? Strive, strive, by every
means to call them in. Above all, agonize in prayer, that God's allconquering Spirit may fly speedily throughout earth's bounds, opening
blind eyes to see their danger, exciting anxious hearts to rush to this
only Refuge:
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THE BLESSING OF GAD.
I HAVE frequently wondered if there is a book to be had that deals with
the blessings of the twelve patriarchs. Jacob blessed his twelve sons
and Moses blessed the twelve.tribes. There must be a profundity of
instruction in what is written. The blessings amounted to promises
and prophecies, and must have been fulfilled since in many ways.
We know also that we are allowed to apply them otherwise, as well
as literally, and to the spiritual as well as the actual Israel. If it were
not so we would have no hope in the promise made to Asher, that his
shoes should be iron and brass, and as his day, his strength. (Asher
was to dip his foot in oil, and I believe that some of the oil now being
worked has been found in that part of Palestine that was given to
Asher.)
How many of us would like to have the benediction that came to
Levi, although we have never been" cleansed according to the purification of the sanctuary." It was" Bless, Lord, his substance, and accept
the work of his hands, smite through the loins of them that rise against
him, and of them that hate him, that they rise not again." That
would mean that all care was cast upon the Lord, and that the" son
of wickedness," the arch-foe, was forbidden to molest any more.
What a lovely blessing Joseph had. Jacob could scarcely get away
from him, nor could Moses, but Issachar followed with his treasure
hid in the sand (still there, maybe).
Then in the order of Deuteronomy xxxiii. came Gad. "Blessed be
he that enlargeth Gad." That sounds like the blessing wherewith God
blessed Abraham; the welfare of Abraham was so dear to God, that His
own blessing should descend on all agents and intermediaries.
Jacob had said that a troop should overcome Gad, but that he should
overcome at the last. What a precious prospect if it is made ours by
the Comforter of God's election of grace. If we are to overcome at
the last we may with confidence say, in the meanwhile, " Rejoice not
against me, 0 mine enemy, though I fall I shall arise again, though I
sit in darkness, the Lord will be a light unto me." Gad was to overcome
at the last. In David's day the Gadites were " men of might, fit for
the battle, that could handle shield and buckler; their faces were like
the faces of lions, they were as swift as the roes upon the mountains."
They crossed the Jordan when it had overflowed all its banks. What
brave men; brave as they had been when they drew near to Moses to
ask for an inheritance. That was one of the occasions on which
Moses' bodily impatience-if such a term is allowable-overflowed its
banks. He thought that Reuben, Gad, and the half of Manasseh were
seeking only for plenty and for ease, for exemption from war. But
they "Came near to him" and told him that he misjudged them.
They would lead the fight, if he would allow them to fix their families
and their flocks behind. It might indeed seem as if they thought more
of their own than of the general welfare.
Could it be that they loved themselves more than their neighbour ~
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"Blessed be he that enlargeth Gad . . . he provided the first part
for himself . . . there was he seated": and Moses confirmed the
appointment on the east of Jordan, where there was space for the
families and the cattle. The Gadites built nine cities in the land that
had been taken from Sihon and from Og; then when they were
" seated" they went over first, like a lion, as verse 20 says, and executed
the justice of the Lord on the Canaanites. "Blessed be Gad . . . he
provided the first part for himself," a strange text for the altruist,
but" what will it profit a man if he gain the whole world and lose his
own soul?" The" battle of life" will soon be over. The Gadites
wanted to know that their return would be a happy one, and they
pleaded with Moses until he himself turned their requests into a commandment of his own: and thereafter we hear no more of what the
Gadites had asked for, but we hear of the portion that, by the commandment of Moses was theirs. When Moses was dead, Joshua said to
them, "Remember the word which Moses the servant of the Lord
commanded you." Their rest" toward the sunrising" was assured,
and to it they must return.
It seemed to me that the rest that is in Christ is the first possession
that the people of God have, and to this fact Moses himself was fully
reconciled. The law is on the side of the Gospel. It is ever the sweetest of words and thoughts that the Lord says" Return." The fight is
immediately before: and in this no man in the Israel of God liveth
to himself. Christ's warriors make but one army, but when the victory
is won, it is not to a strange new land, that the militant returns. It is
to the place that was prepared for him from the foundation of the world.
FOLLOWER-ON.

RECKONED AMONG THE TRANSGRESSORS.
SIN is the transgression of the law of God. A transgressor is, therefore,
one who is guilty of a breach of the Divine law. He is a sinner. Christ
was reckoned among the transgressors, and, therefore, He was treated
as if He were a sinner. He knew that He would be thus treated.
" Behold," He said, " we go up to Jerusalem, and all things that are
written by the prophets concerning the Son of man shall be accomplished." One of the things written concerning Him by the prophet
Isaiah was that" He was numbered with the transgressors." With
that prophecy in His mind' our Lord said in the upper room, on the
night of His betrayal, " This that is written must yet be accomplished
in Me, And He was reckoned among the transgressors." Our Lord
fully believed in the prophetic, and therefore the inspired character
of Isaiah's written utterances, and therefore He knew that this short
prediction of Isaiah would be literally accomplished. It must be
accomplished. Nothing could prevent the fulfilment of the inspired
prediction. He of Whom the prophet spake would be reckoned among
the transgressors. The prophecies which foretold His death must be
accomplished. The Divine plan for the redemption of sinners of
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mankind must be carried out. The Divine surety of the eternal
Covenant must, therefore, be reckoned publicly among the transgressors. He must, as the Representative of His guilty people, be
treated, mocked, scourged, spat upon, condemned, and crucified as
though He were a transgressor. Possibly, He had all along been
regarded by most as a man born in sin like the rest of men, but now
He would be charged with blasphemy. He would be delivered up to
a human judge as a malefactor. He would be publicly treated as a
transgressor. It is one thing to be reckoned among transgressors,
and it is another thing to be a transgressor. We know that our Lord
Jesus Christ was free from transgression. His sinlessness is one of
the great truths revealed in Scripture, and one of the doctrines taught
by the Christian Church. Article XV. of the Church of England
declares, " Christ in the truth of our nature was made like unto us in
all things, sin only except, from which He was clearly void, both in
His flesh and in His Spirit. He came to be the Lamb without spot,
who, by sacrifice of Himself once made, should take away the sins of
the world, and sin, as Saint John saith, was not in Him. But all we
the rest, although baptized, and born again in Christ, yet offend in
many things; and if we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves,
and the truth is not in us." This declaration of the sinlessness of
Christ is· in full harmony with Scripture. The Apostle Paul declares
that He" knew no sin." Peter says, He" did no sin, neither was guile
found in His mouth." He speaks of Him as" a Lamb without blemish
and without spot." John says, " In Him is no sin." The Epistle to
the Hebrews declares that He was" holy, harmless, undefiled, separate
from sinners." He" was in all points tempted like as we are, yet
without sin." We cannot too strongly emphasize this truth. Had
He Himself transgressed His Father's law He could not have redeemed
sinners from the penalty of their transgressions. Being, however,
Himself the sinless One, He could offer Himself without spot to God.
Thus His offering is efficacious to secure for all His believing people
the complete and eternal forgiveness of all their sins. On the ground
of His sinless offering the Father can say of all who through grace rely
on that finished sacrifice, " Their sins and iniquities will I remember no
more."
Christ was reckoned among transgressors according to Divine
purpose and arrangement. Blinded by prejudice, unbelief, and hardness of heart, His enemies believed Him to be a blasphemer and a
malefactor. They regarded Him as the worst of sinners, and hence
they crucified Him. They denied the Holy One and the Just, and
they killed the Prince of Life as if He were a criminal. Unconsciously,
however, they were fulfilling the gracious purpose of the triune God.
The Son had undertaken voluntarily to be the surety of His people.
Hence, it pleased Jehovah to bruise Him, and through the eternal
Spirit He offered Himself without spot to God. God" made Him to
be sin for us, Who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him." In love to His people the Father laid on Him
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their iniquity. He was therefore wounded for their transgressions and
bruised for their iniquities. He bare their sins in His own body on
the tree. He was their sinless substitute. For their transgressions,
not for His own, was He stricken. Those who are taught by the Holy
Ghost feelingly to own their sinfulness are ready to say, " All we like
sheep have gone astray; we have turned everyone to his own way."
They are fully convinced of sin. They know and they acknowledge
that they have wandered very far from God, and have walked in their
own wicked way. But the same Spirit Who convinces them of sin,
leads them to Jesus' blood. To their wondering view He reveals the
secret love of God. Then they can say, " The Lord hath laid on Him
the iniquity of us all." Their Divine Surety was thus willing to be
treated as a transgressor, and as their substitute. He was willing
that their sins should be reckoned to Him, that His righteousness might
be reckoned to them. Thus they can humbly and joyfully say, " With
His stripes we are healed." As by Adam's disobedience they are
treated and reckoned as sinners, so by Christ's obedience in life and
death they are treated and reckoned as righteous. The late Dean
Law said, " Jesus was numbered with the transgressors that I might
be numbered with His saints in glory everlasting." Canst thou, dear
reader, say that?
The Lord Jesus was literally numbered with two thieves. "With Him
they crucify two thieves; the one on His right hand, and the other
on His left." One of these was a hardened and impenitent transgressor who joined with others in railing on Christ. He was near to
Christ physically, but apparently he died without Christ and without
hope. What a solemn fact! The other was through infinite grace a
penitent thief. He realized his sin. He acknowledged that he was
receiving the due reward of his deeds, but he saw Christ as the sinless
One. "This Man," he said, "hath done nothing amiss." He saw
Christ as Lord, and as the coming one-One Who was coming in His
kingdom. In humble faith he looked to Him. In humble faith he
cried to Him. "Lord," he said, " remember me when Thou comest
into Thy kingdom." What joy his confession, his testimony, and his
believing cry must have brought to the Lord's heart. He answered
not a word to the hardened, railing thief, but to this poor, penitent,
dying one He immediately and graciously responded, " Verily, I say
unto thee, To-day shalt thou be with Me in paradise." The sins of
the poor dying thief had been laid upon Christ. They were put away
and pardoned through the sacrifice of Christ. Christ was numbered
with the transgressors that he might be numbered with the saints in
heaven. The Saviour Who saved the thief is able to save every sinner
who comes unto God through Him.
" His blood can make the foulest clean;
His blood availed for me."

" A

BELIEVER

talks and converses with God."-(Hal't.)
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"I HAYE SINNED."
IV. JOB, THE REPENTANCE OF A SAINT.
By MR. T. T. EDWARDS, F.R.H.S.
OBSERVERS of character will notice in the opening chapter of the Book
of Job that Job says nothing and does nothing till the news comes
by the third of the messengers of disaster with the selfsame refrain,
" I only am escaped alone to tell thee."
And the tidings were brought to this man of Uz, who" was upright
and true, and feared God and avoided wrong" ·(Job i. 1, 2 as rendered
in modern English). Not the destruction of cattle or camels, not these
disasters caused Job to rend his garments and to shave his head; but
the news of the desert storm that had seized the four corners of the
house and had flung it down upon his children and killed them.
There is no loss to compare with the loss of a loved one-the loss
of kith and kin. Other losses matter not and can perhaps be replaced
-but the apple of the eye, once gone, is gone for good.
This great Book upon the mystery of existence is other and above
the genius of the Hebrew race, in that it tells us of what sort was the
reaction of Job when he heard the dreadful news. "The Lord gave,
and the Lord hath taken away: Blessed be the name of the Lord"
(i. 21).

Satan seemed not satisfied with his disservice and did not rest at
ease until he had touched Job's person, though. he made a true enough
statement when he spoke to God. "Skin for skin, yea, all that a
man hath will he give for his life" (ii. 4).
But as usual, Satan overstretched himself and did not succeed by
bringing a yet greater disaster upon Job. Personal suffering is difficult
to bear, but it is not to be compared with the loss of children, wife,
mother, husband, father-the loss of the light of the eyes!
Personal existence here on earth is indeed a mystery; it may be
expressed in modern English in the words of the Chronicler, "Our
days on earth are like a shadow and are without hope" (1 Chron.
xxix. 15).
Job is puzzled too and soliloquizes, " I was not in safety, neither
had I rest, neither was I quiet; yet trouble came" (iii. 26).
His friends the philosophers are amazed. . They were stunned into
impotent silence. For seven days they could neither speak nor
propound a proposition to their friend (ii. 12, 13).
Philosophical dissertations are long and ofttimes weary reading.
We must not tarry to listen to the prattling about the mystery of
existence!
The first to speak is Mr. Human Experience, who says, "Shall
mortal man be more just than God? Shall a man be more pure than
his Maker? . . . His angels He charged with folly: How much less
in them that dwell in houses of clay, whose foundation is in the dust.
. . They die even without wisdom" (iv. 17, 18, 19 and 21).
To which Job exclaims, "The arrows of the Almighty are within
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me..
The terrors of God do set themselves in array against me "
(vi. 4). "Is not my help in me ~ and is wisdom driven quite from
me ~ " (verse 13).. "I HAVE SINNED; what shall I do unto Thee,
o Thou preserver of men ~ Why hast Thou set me as a mark against
Thee, so that I am a burden to myself" (vii. 20).
Then comes Mr. Human Tradition; he utters true words! "We are
but of yesterday, and know nothing, because our days upon earth are
a shadow" (viii. 9). "The hypocrite's hope shall perish: whose hope
shall be cut off, and whose trust shall be a spider's web. He shall lean
upon his house, but it shall not stand: he shall hold it fast, but it
shall not endure" (verses 14, 15). "Behold, God will not cast away
the perfect man, neither will He help the evildoers: they that hate
Thee shall be clothed with shame; and the dwelling-place of the
wicked shall come to nought" (verses 20, 22).
Job replied, " I know it is so of a truth: but how should a man be
just with God ~ " (ix. 1, 2). "Thou enquirest after mine iniquity,
and searchest after my sin ~ Thine hands have made me and fashioned
me together round about; yet Thou destroyest me. Remember, I
beseech Thee, that thou hast made me as the clay; and wilt Thou
bring me into dust again ~ " (x. 6, 8). If I sin, then Thou markest me,
and wilt Thou not acquit me from mine iniquity ~ If I be wicked,
woe unto me; and if I be righteous, yet will I not lift up my head.
I am full of confusion; therefore see Thou mine affiiction" (verses
14, 15).
Mr. Human Merit now comes forward; he says, "Oh that God
would speak, and open His lips against thee; . . . Canst thou by
searching find out God ~ Canst thou find out the Almighty unto
perfection ~ (xi. 5, 7).
But Job said, " No doubt but ye are the people, and wisdom shall
die with you. But I have understanding as well as you; I am not
inferior to you: . . . " (xii. 1-3 and xiii. 2). "Surely I would speak
to the Almighty, and I desire to reason with God. But ye are forgers
of lies, ye are physicians of no value. 0 that ye would altogether hold
your peace! And it should be your wisdom" (xiii. 3-5). "Hold
your peace, let me alone, that I may speak" (verse 13).
Eliphaz replied, "How can we discuss wisdom with the wind ~ "
(xv. 1, 2 as rendered in Modern English).
Bildad said, " How long will it be, see ye make an end of words ~ "
(xviii. 1, 2).
Zophar added, " Knowest thou not this of old, since man was placed
upon earth, that the triumphing of the wicked is short, and the joy
of the hypocrite but for a moment ~ " (xx. 1, 4, 5).
But Job sighs, "Be it indeed that I HAVE ERRED, mine error
remaineth with myself" (xix. 4). "For I know that my Redeemer
liveth, and that He shall stand at the latter day upon the earth:
and though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh
shall I see God. . . . " (verses 25, 26).
Job reminds these philosophers, " Wherefore do the wicked live. . . .
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They say unto God, Depart from us; for we desire not the knowledge
of Thy ways" (xxi. 7, 14).
These three philosophers have another round of prattling on apace,
but we cannot stay to listen. Their names are instructive: Eliphaz
means, My god is fine gold. Bildad means, Son of contention.
Zophar means, Chirping insolence. But Job was a searcher; he said,
" To-day is my complaint bitter: my stroke is heavier than my
groaning. Oh that I knew where I might find Him! " (xxiii. 2, 3).
Job means, The persecuted.
Chapter xxiii. is very touching. Job searches north and south and
east and west. (Verses 8, 9).
An old Puritan writer quaintly observed, "Job, you have gone
forward and backward, you have turned to the left, you have turned
to the right, why don't you try looking up ~ ,~
Men are busy seeking God at sea-level, though they may be perfectly
sincere. The solution is ultimately and of necessity a special revelation
to man's consciousness.
" Therefore am I troubled at His presence: When I consider, I am
afraid of Him. For God maketh my heart soft, and the Almighty
troubleth me: because I was not cut off before the darkness, neither
hath He covered the darkness from my face" (verses 15, 16, 17).
It is then, like Job, that the heart exclaims, " Oh that one would hear
me! Behold, my desire is, that the Almighty would answer me, . . ."
(xxxi. 35). "He looketh upon men, and if any say, I HAVE SINNED,
and perverted that which was right, . . . He will deliver his soul from
going into the pit, and his life shall see light. Lo, all these things
worketh God oftentimes with man" (xxxiii. 27, 28, 29).
It is all very puzzling. Philosophy makes it not plainer by its
prolixity. Might a blood corpuscle coursing through my body explain
the mystery of its own existence as explains me. It could not do so
unless it could contemplate me from without. If it should get there,
it would be dead; for it would have escaped from its own environment
and so would die. It cannot properly know even itself, much less have
any comprehension of bone, marrow, nerve or epiderm. Nor can I explain
the mystery of existence, for I cannot step out of my sphere to know.
Let the youth Elihu now have his say! He also is prolix. His
closing words are-" With God is terrible majesty. Touching the
Almighty, we cannot find Him out: He is excellent in power, and
in judgment, and in plenty of justice: He will not afflict. Men
do therefore fear Him: . . ." (xxxvii. 22, 23, 24).
The Book of Job is long, with a climax as sudden as a lightning flash.
" Then the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind, 'Where wast
thou when I laid the foundations of the earth? Declare if thou hast
understanding. . . . Have the gates of death been opened unto thee ~
Or hast thou seen the doors of the shadow of death ~ . . . Where is
the way where light dwelleth ~ And as for darkness, where is the
place thereof? ' " (xxxviii.. 1, 4, 17, 19).
" Then Job answered the Lord, and said, , Behold, I am vile; what
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shall I answer thee ~ I will lay my hand upon my mouth. Once have
I spoken; but I will not answer: yea, twice; but I will proceed no
further' " (xl. 1, 4, 5). '" I have heard of Thee by the hearing of
the ear. . . . Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and
ashes' " (xlii. 5, 6).
Nevertheless, God's anger was against the philosophers. "My
wrath is kindled against thee, and against thy two friends: for ye
have not spoken of Me the thing that is right, as My servant Job
hath " (xlii. 7).
The end is sweet, 'tis the love of God! "The Lord turned away
the captivity of Job, when he prayed for his friends: also the Lord
gave Job twice as much as he had before" (xlii. 10).
Of those in the Bible who said, " I HAVE SINNED," Job alone did
not so confess because of some specific wrong which he had done. His
confession was of a higher order. 'Twas the light of the pristine glory,
even the effulgence of the Most High. By the beams of that light Job
saw himself and them. It is the same with every soul that has had
that privilege and experience-the felt corruption of every particle
of one's being; wherefore one shrinks in the piercing beams of that
holy brightness. 'Tis the love of God in mercy shining, to show the
sinner his sin, and to show him his Saviour, the Redeemer who has
come to look upon his case and to show him the glory of God. Oh!
Holy One! vouchsafe that mercy to me.

"YE ARE THE TEMPLE OF THE LIVING GOD."
" The house that is to be builded for the Lord must be exceeding magniJical."
-1 CHRONICLES xxii. 5.
" Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God
dwelleth in you."-l CORINTHIANS iii. 16.

KING David had entertained in his heart a longing desire to build a
permanent abode for "the ark of the Lord" (1 Chron. xxviii. 2).
The king did not think it becoming in him to live in a beautiful palace
whilst " the ark of the Lord" remained in a tabernacle, or tent, as
had been the case with it (with few exceptions) from the days when
Moses, by direction of God, "brought the ark into the tabernacle"
(Exod. xl. 21).
This evidence of David's love for the cause and service of God was
accepted by God, but it was not the pleasure of God that the actual
carrying out of the purpose should be performed by David (2 Sam.
vii. 1-17). David had been compelled to be " a man of war" (1 Chron.
xxviii. 3) in order to establish peace in the land. God's Spiritual
Kingdom is not set up by earthly methods (2 Cor. x. 4). "The kingdom of God is righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Ghost"
(Rom. xiv. 17).
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The meaning of the name " Solomon" is great peace, and God chose
that Solomon should be the builder of the earthly temple (1 Chron.
xxviii. 6), and there was much peace in the land of Israel in his day
(1 Kings iv. 24, with 1 Chron. xxii. 9, 18).
The lessons to be learned from these facts deserve the utmost consideration from all true Christians, for there is such a tendency in the
human heart to look to and depend upon human effort, whereas
Scripture declares: "Thus saith the Lord: Cursed be the man that
trusteth in man and maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth
from the Lord." But," Blessed is the man that trusteth in the
Lord, and whose hope the Lord is" (Jer. xvii. 5 and 7). God knows
that the heart of man has ever a tendency to depart from Him when it
imagines it can rest upon something outward and visible. The Lord
Jesus' words need to be borne in mind, "My kingdom is not of this
world; if My kingdom were of this world, then would My servants
fight" (John xviii. 36). "The servant of the Lord must not strive,
but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, in meekness instructing those that oppose themselves, if God peradventure will give them
repentance to the acknowledging of the Truth" (2 Tim. ii. 24, 25).
Attention must now be directed to the grandeur of the building for
which David made such wonderful preparation. "It must be," David
said, " exceeding magnifical," that is to say splendid, grand in appearance, magnificent. David had collected a vast amount of gold, of
silver, of brass, of iron, timber and stone, and clever workmen in
abundance (1 Chron. xxii. 14-16), and David's people gave heartily
and willingly of similar materials and also of precious stones (1 Chron.
xxix. 6-9). David handed to Solomon the plans of the temple building
(1 Chron. xxviii. 11-12, 19) as they were made known unto him by the
Lord.
After David's death Solomon determined to prepare to build this
house for the name of the Lord (2 Chron. ii. 1), and the erection commenced in the second month of the fourth year of his reign (2 Chron.
iii. 2), particulars being given concerning the temple and its contents
in chapters iii. and iv.
"Great stones, costly stones, and hewed stones" were used in the
construction of the temple (1 Kings v. 17), and these stones were" made
ready" at the quarry" before they were brought" to the Temple, " so
that there was neither hammer nor axe nor any tool of iron heard in
the house, while it was in building" (1 Kings vi. 7).
The Psalmist (Ps. xcvi. 9, margin) called upon the people to " worship
the Lord in the glorious sanctuary," and (Ps. c. 4) to "enter into
His gates with thanksgiving and into His courts with praise."
From all that is recorded concerning the temple, which Solomon
built, it is evident that it was very magnificent, but as a result of the
sins of Isr9.el and Judab it was destroyed and its valuables of every
kind carried away as plunder by the army of Nebuchadnezzar
(2 Chron. xxxvi. 18, 19).
Before proceeding further it may be well to recall that believers
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are termed lively or living stones (1 Peter ii. 4, 5) built up upon the
Lord Jesus, the One and Only Foundation, "a Spiritual house, an
holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by
Jesus Christ." These" living stones" are prepared here below and
are " fitly framed together unto an holy temple in the Lord" (Eph.
ii. 20, 21).
The Temple of the Lord now is not one of material construction.
It is a spiritual temple (1 Peter ii. 5). Writing to" the Church of God
which is at Corinth" the Apostle Paul said: "Know ye not that ye
are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you 1 "
" If any man defile (and teaching false doctrines is defiling) the
temple of God, him shall God destroy, for the temple of God is holy,
which temple ye are" (1 Cor. iii. 16, 17; vi. 19). "Holiness becometh
Thine house, 0 Lord, for ever" is the testimony of the Psalmist
(Ps. xciii. 5). Writing a second letter to the Corinthian Church the
Apostle Paul reminded them, "ye are the temple of the living God, as
God hath said, I wiU dwell in them and walk in them and I will be their
God and they shall be My people" (2 Cor. vi. 16).
The temple for which David made so great and so costly preparations was but a type or figure of the true spiritual temple of God. The
true spiritual temple has cost vastly more than that temple which
Solomon built. Its" living stones" have each been redeemed with
the precious Blood of Christ (1 Peter i. 18, 19), and no effort of man
can possibly estimate the value of that "precious Blood."
These" living stones" are termed, by Almighty God, His" jewels"
or " special treasure" (Mal. iii. 17 and margin), and as men seek to
guard their valuables, so the Lord does protect His jewels. Since
God describes those who believe in the Lord Jesus by this remarkable
name, does it not prove that He requires His people-His" jewels"to turn away from all "ungodliness and worldly lusts, and to live
soberly, righteously and godly in this present world, looking for the
fulfilment of the blessed hope-the glorious appearing of Him Who is
God, and also our Saviour the Lord Jesus Christ" 1 (see Titus ii. 12, 13).
Shortly before the Lord Jesus was crucified, and in the foreview of
all that was, and is, to take place, He warned His disciples to " watch"
and to be "ready" (Matt. xxiv. 42, 44), and this is strikingly illustrated by the fact that the stones of Solomon's temple were " made
1'eady " at the quarry before they were brought to the temple building
to be fitted, each into its place. It may be safely asserted that those
stones, having been "made ready," were not used for any other
purpose, certainly not for any idol temple, and this should teach all
believers that they " are not their own" to do as they like (l Cor. vi.
19, 20). Having been" bought with a price," they belong to the
Lord Jesus, and are called upon to serve Him, and to separate from
all false worship and false teaching, both of which God terms" unclean"
(2 Cor. vi. 17). Further, believers should be clear in their mind that
under the present Spiritual dispensation, no merely human -organization constitutes the" temple of God," for the Word of God is plain,
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" Ye are the temple of the Living God, I will dwell in you and walk
in you, and I will be your God and ye shall be My people" (see 2 Cor.
vi. 16).
" God dwelleth NOT in temples made with han..is" (Acts xvii. 24).
P. 1. B.
PRAISE FOR REDEEMING LOVE.
" LET us love, and sing, and wonder,
Let us praise the Saviour's name!
He has hush'd the Law's loud thunder,
He has quench'd Mount Sinai's flame:
He has wash'd us with His blood,
He has brought us nigh to God.
" Let us love the Lord Who bought us,
Pitied us when enemies;
Call'd us by His grace and taught us,
Gave us ears, and gave us eyes;
He has wash'd us with His blood,
He presents our souls to God.
" Let us sing, though fierce temptation
Threaten hard to bear us down!
For the Lord, our strong Salvation,
Holds in view the conqueror's crown.
He who wash'd us with His blood,
Soon will bring us home to God.
" Let us wonder, Grace and Justice
Join, and point to Mercy's store;
When, through grace, in Christ our trust is,
Justice smiles and asks no more.
He who wash'd us with His blood
Has secured our way to God.
"Let us praise and join the chorus
Of the saints enthroned on high;
Here they trusted Him before us,
Now their praises fill the sky.
, Thou hast wash'd us with Thy blood,
Thou art worthy, Lamb of God! '

l

" Hark! the name of Jesus sounded
Loud from golden harps above!
Lord, we blush, and are confounded,
Faint our praises, cold our love!
Wash our souls and songs with blood,
For by Thee we come to God.
JOHN NEWTON.
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THE FREE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF
SCOTLAND AND THE CHURCH OF ROME.

[A copy of the following resolution has been sent to His Majesty
King George VI, the Prime Minister, and the Foreign Secretary.]
ECCLESTON HALL, ECCLESTON STREET,
LONDON, S.W.I.
March 14th, 1939.
THE Kirk Session of the London congregation of the Free Presbyterian
Church of Scotland, out of a sincere desire for the glory of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ, the alone Head of the Church, and as loyal
subjects of this Realm, humbly and respectfully register their protest
against the appointment to the See of Rome of Representatives of
His Majesty the King, which fact would acknowledge the Pope of
Rome to be other than a symbolic menace to the freedom and wellbeing of this Protestant nation.
Most humbly and respectfully the Kirk Session would remind His
Majesty's ministers that :1. The United Kingdom is a Protestant nation which gives religious
freedom of worship to all, including the adherents to the Church of
Rome.
2. The Constitution of the United Kingdom, as laid down and safeguarded in the Acts of Settlement and Union, clearly dissociates this
Kingdom from the See of Rome, and disowns the Papal claims of
jurisdiction over men's consciences and civil liberties. No religious
or political expediency can evade the clear unambiguous terms of these
enactments which freed this Country from any allegiance to the Church
of Rome.
3. The Church of Rome has not altered and will not alter its avowed
aim to subjugate Civil Governments to the supremacy of the Pope,
and to destroy intolerantly that Protestantism to which we owe our
civil and religious freedom. There are not wanting signs that the
Romish Church is progressing towards this end by the penetration of
its followers into circles which advise the advisers of our beloved King.
The Kirk Session would earnestly plead with His Majesty's ministers
to recognize that the present attitude of the British Government to
the See of Rome offends and grieves the consciences of all sincere
Protestants who have the welfare of our beloved land at heart.
FREE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF SCOTLAND.
SOUTHERN PRESBYTERY
PROTEST.
As authorized by the Southern Presbytery of the Free Presbyterian
Church of Scotland, we hereby, in the name of the Presbytery, enter
our strong protest against recent actions on the part of our rulers
which we hold to have been in breach of the Protestant constitution
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of this realm and prejudicial to the nation's wellbeing, spiritually and
otherwise. We refer in particular to (1) The representation of His
Majesty the King, and of His Majesty's Government, at a service held
in connection with the late Pope's death; (2) The appointment of an
official representative of His Majesty to attend the present Pope's
coronation; (3) The sending by His Majesty of a congratulatory
telegram to the Pope; and (4) At an earlier date, the visit by the
Prime Minister and the Foreign Secretary to the Vatican.
In expressing our grief on account of these latest concessions to
Romanism and our anxiety in view of the possible consequences of .
them, we would respectfully remind our rulers that one principal
object of the Protestant Constitution is to safeguard the nation's interest
in Him who, contrary to popish pretensions, is the alone Head of His
Church and Prince of the kings of the earth, in whose hands ultimately
the reins of universal destiny are held. We claim it must be acknowledged that maintenance of a right relationship to God-that which
thoroughgoing Protestantism contemplates-besides being an elementary obligation, is the most essential condition of national security
and prosperity and the very first line of national defence. At a time
f.uch as the present, therefore, when the merciful interposition of
Divine providence on our behalf is so much needed and so urgently
sought by us, it is specially discouraging to us to think that the
requirements of this relationship should appear to be publicly and
systematically disregarded in high places in favour of exchanging
courtesies with the See of Rome. We would most earnestly appeal to
our rulers to withhold from all actions such as those specifically referred
to which would minister to this discomfiting impression and occasion
in our minds a fear that our Protestant constitution is being effectively
undermined and the main bulwark of our safety and liberty imperilled.
We take occasion here to record our gratitude for assurances which
we understand have been given by prominent statesmen to another
Presbytery of our Church to the effect that the recent appointment
of a Papal delegate to this country is definitely of a non-political kind
and that the report circulated by Roman Catholics as to his having
official status and access to the Foreign Office is unfounded.
We conclude by assuring our rulers of our heartfelt sympathy with
them in view of the heavy burden of responsibility which the present
critical situation imposes and the amount of anxiety and care it must
cause them. We pray that God, for the sake of His Son Jesus Christ,
would richly endow them with the gift of His Holy Spirit to uphold
them and to direct their counsels toward the advancement of His own
glory and the good of this nation and the world.
DONALD BEATON, Moderator.
JAMES A. TALLAcH, Clerk.
(Copies of the above Protest have been sent to the King, the Prime
Minister, and the Foreign Secretary. We rejoice to note the sturdy
Protestantism of our brethren in Scotland.-Editor of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE.]
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DEVELOPMENTS IN BABYLONIA.

The following appeared in The Times for March 29th last.
"THE

KUT

BARRAGE

(From our Correspondent)
BAGHDAD,

March 28th.
" THE Kut Barrage, which was promised by King Feisal to the people
of the Gharraf area, was inaugurated to-day by his son, King Ghazi,
who said that he hoped that was only the first of a series of big schemes
for bringing progress and prosperity to the country. Mr. George
Balfour, M.P., chairman of Balfour, Beatty & Co., the builders of the
barrage, described Iraq as an 'irrigation paradise,' with a constant
supply of water from the Euphrates and Tigris available for the
restoration of the fertility of the soil and the re-establishment of the
productive capacity of ancient times.
" About 300 guests motored the 100 miles from Baghdad for the
opening ceremony, and were entertained at a picturesque luncheon,
where stuffed sheep roasted whole were the principal item on the
menu.
" The Kut Barrage is designed to regulate the supply of water for
irrigating the areas formerly served by the uncontrolled flow from
the Tigris into the Shatt-el-Gharraf, a river which traverses one of
the traditional sites of the Garden of Eden. The dam across the
main stream has fifty-six mechanically operated gates. The regulator
on the Shatt-el-Gharraf is identical in principle, but it has only seven
gates. Locks, crossed by swing bridges, have been provided for
shipping. The total length of the Barrage and its lock is 1615 ft.
" The plan was adopted by the Iraqi Government in 1923, and the
contract was awarded in 1924 to Balfour, Beatty & Co., of London,
the price being approximately £1,120,000. The sub-contractors for
mechanical equipment were Messrs. Ransomes & Rapier, of Ipswich.
Operations in the bed of the Tigris were carried on during the four
low river seasons. The whole of the plant, as well as some 60,000
tons of cement and 10,000 tons of steel sheet piles, were shipped from
Great Britain to Basra, whence it was taken in barges 300 miles up
the Tigris."

"THEY said, moreover, that He had made many pilgrims princes,
though by nature they were beggars born, and their original had
been the dunghill."-Bunyan.
" THE sinner who is drawn to Christ is not he that has learnt that he
is a sinner by head knowledge, but that feels himself such by heart
contrition." -Hart.
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THE GUIDE'S PASSPORT.
ABOUT sixty years ago two ladies, who were staying in Switzerland
for a holiday, arranged one day to go up the Lauberhorn. For this
excursion a guide was needed, and they engaged a young man called
Hans Lauener. One of the ladies was Frances Ridley Havergal, who
wrote many books and hymns and poems in the service of God; and
one of her sisters was her companion. Being in a Protestant part of
Switzerland, the Misses Havergal were not surprised to find that their
guide was a Protestant. That is a very good thing to be, and it would
be well that we who belong to a Protestant country should go on protesting against the blasphemies of Rome, instead of showing an eager
interest in the crowning of a new Pope, as so many have done lately.
But being a Protestant will not save one's soul. Hans Lauener had
something better than his Protestantism, for he was a sincere believer
in the Lord Jesus, in Whom he trusted for salvation. How happy the
sisters were to learn this! When they reached the top of the mountain,
and were feasting their eyes on the magnificent views around them,
they and their guide joined together in singing French hymns of praise
and thanksgiving.
It was two years later that Miss Maria Havergal again visited the
same place, this time with two friends as companions. She was so
sorry to hear from his old mother that the faithful guide was dead!
This is the story of what happened to poor HallS.
The previous winter had kept Hans busy all the time taking supplies
to lonely cottages scattered in the mountains, cut off by the severe
weather from ordinary ways of intercourse. Then when the spring
began, he had work of his own to attend to. The two Lauener brothers
owned some pine woods on the mountain-side. These woods had to
be thinned out from time to time. First they cut down some of the
pines, and then the next thing was to get the trunks down the mountain
to the valley, where they would be sawn into planks. The way this
was managed was to slide each huge log down the frozen bed of a
mountain stream. It needed a great deal of skill to guide the great
trunk successfully down the icy pathway. Hans loved his work; it
was so thrilling and exciting to feel the sense of mastery as he steered
the great pines down the mountain-side.
One day Hans and his brother were bringing down the logs with
about twenty other men. All went well, till suddenly the huge pine
that Hans was steering slewed round and threw him to the ground,
crushing his side and leg. You may imagine the others lost no time
in rushing to his help; but they found the poor guide was terribly
hurt. Some of them went off and secured a mattress and some pillows;
with these they tried to make Hans comfortable, and he was tenderly
carried to a hotel not far away. There in spite of all that could be
done, the Christian guide lay dying.
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Hans knew he had not long to live, but he was calm and patient.
He said he was sure he was in the path of life; he had his" passport"
all ready! During the three days before he died, the pastor came to
visit him. He was a man who had been infected by the teaching of
those who thought they knew better than the Bible, and he had no
comfort to bring the dying man. But Hans began to preach Christ
to the pastor; he told him that the one thing that gave him comfort
now was the sacrifice of the Lord Jesus on the cross. It was of no
avail now to think of his good works or his blameless life. The precious
blood shed on Calvary's cross to put away sin was his only passport
to heaven! He was full of praise and thankfulness. "It is believing
in Jesus Christ that brings me this joy." said the dying guide; "Without the blood that atones for sin, I could not stand accepted before
the throne."
So Hans entered the heavenly country, with his passport all in order.
We are always hearing about passports just now. The poor Jews who
are being treated so cruelly in some parts of Europe make frantic
efforts to get passports for a friendly country; they know that whatever
other plea they may make, they must have a passport, or else they
will be turned away and refused entrance. But that heavenly passport
which admitted Hans Lauener to a better country is freely given to
everyone who puts his trust in Jesus. We have nothing to pay for it ;
for the Lord Jesus paid the price on Calvary. We cannot earn it;
for it is the gift of God free to all poor refugees who seek another country
in the kingdom of God.
DAMARIS.
ENTHUSIASM FOR THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE."
A FAITHFUL minister of the Gospel recently wrote as follows:" For years past, I have every mouth, at my own expense, sent
twelve copies of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE to friends at home and in the
Dominions." Referring to his two years' itinerary abroad he says,
" I made many friends, and they are highly appreciative of the copies
of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE I send them. Some months I send as many
as twenty, sometimes thirty, and, on a few occasions, as many as
forty, but my minimum is twelve copies monthly." On a recent
occasion he says, "I asked all my hearers in our congregation to
become regular subscribers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE and to make it
known far and wide." .
We are very grateful to this friend for his enthusiastic efforts to
forward the circulation of the magazine. Though all cannot display
enthusiasm to the same extent, we would urge all our readers to do
what they can to circulate the Gospel truth contained in each month's
issue. We suggest that it is a form of missionary work in these days
when Gospel preaching is becoming increasingly rare. We are thankfully aware that many of our readers do take many copies each month
for the benefit of others.
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND.-It has been sad to read of the departure of friends
and supporters of the book mission. A little while back it was dear
Mr. John White of Southport, and now we read in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
of another friend and helper, Mr. Alfred Cornish, of Abingdon, passing
to his rest in the better land. They had been helpers to us for very
many years and I shall miss them very much. But we want ever to
look up to Him Who never faileth. Will you pray that other helpers
may be raised up? A Chaplain writes: "Although I have not actually
met you, I feel there is a real spiritual communion between us. When
I have from time to time handed out books to sailors who have been
in dire difficulties and trouble, I have frequently thought of you.
You are one of the Lord's servants being used for His glory, and the
extension of His kingdom. In your weakness you are finding His
strength, and that is being shown forth in the various ways in which
you serve. It has been a joy to me to open the parcels of books and
cards which you sent and see the contents. I can assure you that
they will be usefully employed. It may interest you to know that
every morning in the largest dock here, groups of sailors, sometimes
as many as forty, meet for prayer. Many conversions have been
recorded, and your books have been of invaluable service in this
direction I am arranging for one complete parcel to be sent to this
dock, especially for this purpose." From a large Soldiers' Home:
" How can I begin to thank you for the very beautiful books you have
sent us. We are indeed most grateful and from the bottom of our
hearts we thank you. They are just exactly what we want, and just
what we were needing, for it is such a varied assortment. Again I
thank you gratefully." From a missionary to sailors: "Many thanks
for two parcels of literature to hand to-day. They are splendid and
arrived at an opportune moment." A friend writes: "Herewith I
am sending some literature for distribution. It is indeed a good work
to distribute good reading in these days, when so much of what is
published is very damaging, especially to young minds. I enclose a
mite, hoping you may still be spared to carry on your good work."
From Ross-shire: "Find enclosed £2, one for yourself and the other
for the Gospel Book Mission. May the seed thus sown in your weakness
bear a harvest of souls, and may you be enjoying the fulfilment of that
sweet promise, ' As thy day so shall thy strength be! Inasmuch.'''
An anonymous helper writes: "I am sending some books which I
hope may be made a blessing to some soul, and the P.O. is for yourself.
Trusting you are still able to get about the house, and that your last
days may be your best ones."
Yours sincerely,
R. E. BRIDER.
21, Firfield Street, Totterdown,
Bristol, 4, April 1, 1939.
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NO PEACE WITH ROME.
Part II.
A

CHURCH ASSOCIATION LECTURE BY THE

LATE REV. M. HOBART SEYMOUR, M.A., OF BATH,
AT ST. JAMES'S HALL, PICCADILLY, LONDON, MARCH 19TH, 1867.
SLIGHTLY ABBREVIATED.

AND now, leaving these subterfuges, we return to the great truth
of the Gospel contained in Article XXXI, the grand central truth,
that the sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the cross is the alone and allsufficient sacrifice of atonement, or propitiation and satisfaction for
sin; so as that, in the words of the apostle, " there remaineth no more
sacrifice for sin." The language of the Article plainly implies that
the sacrifice of the Mass impeaches and blasphemes this truth. The
history of this Article is important. It was in the 13th session of the
Council of Trent in 1551 that they settled the doctrine of the Church
of Rome on the subject of the Eucharist, and, therefore, their views
as to the sacrifice of the Mass were easily known. All that was then
settled was soon known in England; and, therefore, when our
Reformers met to settle the Articles of the Church of England in 1562
they resolved to condemn, in the strongest language, the doctrine of
the sacrifice of Masses, and this they did in Article XXXI, declaring
them" blasphemous fables and dangerous impostures." The word is
impositiones in the original. As soon as this reached the Council of
Trent they resolved, as far as in them lay, to crush, and crush this
Article for ever. They at once issued two Canons, appending an
anathema to each, in direct allusion to the language of the Article.
And inasmuch as the Article called the Mass blasphemous, the first
Canon replied, "If any man shall say that by the sacrifice of the
Mass a blasphemy is thrown on the most holy sacrifice of Christ on the
cross, let him be anathema." And inasmuch as the Article called it
an imposture, the second Canon replied, " If any man shall say it is an
imposture to celebrate Masses in honour of the saints, etc., let him be
anathema." Here the two Churches stand in direct antagonism on
an essential truth of the Gospel, and there can be no union between
them while such direct antagonism exists. The Church of Rome
regarding the sacrifice of Masses as the chiefest and highest act of
worship in the Church of God, and the daily sacrifice upon her altars,
while the Church of England gravely, and thoughtfully, and deliberately
condemns them as " blasphemous fables and dangerous impostures."
Having already stated that there were specified in the Articles
some twenty or more items of doctrine and practice on which the
two Churches are in direct antagonism, and having now endeavoured
to illustrate the impossibility of union between them, by an induction
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of three out of the vast number-namely the idolatrous worship of
the Virgin Mary, the superstitions and idolatries of Transubstantiation,
and the blasphemy and imposture of the Sacrifice of the Mass-I may
proceed to the next step in the present argument.
And here I must throw myself on the kind indulgence and sympathy
of this Meeting while I tread my painful pathway-painful, because I
am obliged to allude to names and persons-the founders of those two
systems on which some among us propose to raise the superstructure
of a United Church of England and Rome. I allude to Dr. Newman
and Dr. Pusey. They are men of great powers, brilliant talents, large
range of learning, and high personal character. I desire to accord to
them all that Christian courtesy which their warmest admirers may
require. I am aware that no argument is strengthened by personalities,
but I must claim full liberty to treat their systems, their reasonings,
and their arguments, with all the freedom they may demand at my
hands.
And first, for the system of Dr. Newman. Among those who
circled around him at the University a system was adopted of interpreting the Articles in what they called" a non-natural sense"; that
is, in a sense different from the natural, and obvious, and intended
meaning. Dr. Newman proposed in Tract XC to improve upon this,
by interpreting them in what he called" a Catholic sense." His words
in that tract are these: "It is a duty which we owe both to the Catholic
Church and to our own, to take our Reformed Confessions in the most
Oatholic sense they will admit. We have no duties toward their
framers" (p. 80). He adds, in his defence of that tract: "The only
peculiarity of the view I advocate, if I must so call it, is this-that
whereas it is usual at this day to make the particular belief of their
writers their true interpretation, I would make the belief of the Oatholic
Ohurch such; that is, as it is often said that infants are regenerated in
baptism, not on the faith of their parents, but of the Church, so in like
manner I would say that their' Articles are received, not in the sense of
their framers, but as far as they will admit, or any ambiguity requires
it, in the one Oatholic sense." (Apol., p. 233.) Such is his own explanation. He thus states that we may discard the sense, that is, the
meaning and intention of those who framed the Articles. He states
that, instead of the sense of the framers, we are to put on them what
he calls a Catholic sense. He states that we are to take the belief of
the Catholic Church as "the true interpretation" of our Reformed
Confessions. He states that, as some persons ascribe to an infant
in baptism a faith which it certainly has not, so we may ascribe-his
illustration requires this-a meaning to the Articles which they certainly
have not, and which they are only assumed to have.
It is important that this should be well and clearly understood.
because it is only this that explains the painful position in which so
many of our clergy are standing at present. Let me illustrate it by
an example. Article XXII states: "The Romish doctrine concerning
purgatory is a fond thing, vainly invented, and grounded upon no
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warranty of Scripture, but rather repugnant to the Word of God."
The sense, meaning, and intention of the Article is obvious enough.
It was to condemn and reject the doctrine of a purgatory-a doctrine
held in the Church of Rome. Now, Dr. Newman states that we may
put what he calls a " Catholic sense "on these words, and that we may
adopt the belief of the Catholic Church as " the true interpretation."
And thus, passing the Article through this alembic, the words "the
Romish doctrine" are to be explained as something very different from
" the doctrine of Rome." And he argues that the Article does not
condemn a Catholic purgatory, or a Primitive purgatory, or a Tridentine
purgatory, that is, the purgatory decreed by the Council of Trent,
but only Romish purgatory, which is not to be understood of the
purgatory of the Church of Rome! The conclusion, easy and natural,
to be drawn from all this is that our clergy may sign this Article condemning the Romish doctrine concerning purgatory, and at the same
time believe in purgatory; only they must cautiously call it a Catholic,
or a Primitive, or a Tridentine, or an Anglican purgatory, or even the
purgatory of Rome, but not a Romish purgatory. And though the
two may be as like each other as two eggs or two photographs, they
may sign the Article, and hold the very doctrine the Article was
intended to condemn.
Such is the system of interpretation which Dr. Newman unsparingly
applies to our Articles-the system with which he inoculated the
youths who fell under his influence at the University. They were
preparing for Holy Orders in the Church of England, and this system,
instead of strengthening the manly and honest tone that had hitherto
characterized the youth of England, only taught them how to play
fast and loose with their most solemn vows; instead of instructing
them how best to understand and keep the Articles, it taught them
how they could most easily elude and evade them; instead of teaching
them how best to understand and explain the Articles, it only taught
them ho\Y they could most easily pervert, and most evasively misinterpret them; opening out to them the temptation to sign the Articles,
while they held the very doctrines the Articles were designed to
condemn; and to retain in their hands the benefices in the Church of
England while they, in their hearts, held the doctrines of the Church
of Rome.
The proposals of Dr. Pusey are different. The effect produced
by the proposals of Dr. Newman was, that a clergyman might publicly
sign the Articles, while he privately held the principles the Articles
were designed to condemn. But the effect produced by the proposals
of Dr. Pusey is that a clergyman may publicly sign the Articles and
as publicly avow that he holds the principles the Articles were designed
to condemn. Accordingly, from the publication of Tract XC, those
principles were held, but concealed; while at the present, since the
publication of the " Eirenikon," they are held and avowed.
The proposals of Dr. Pusey may be called a system of mutual
explanations. He professes profound faith in mutual explanations.
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He proposes that the Church of England should formally and authoritatively explain her Articles, and so explain them away till they mean
anything, or everything, or nothing; and that, in like manner, the
Church of Rome should, formally and authoritatively, explain her
Canons and Decrees, and so explain them away till they mean anything,
or everything, or nothing. And thus, by this process of mutual
explanation, the .two Churches may clasp hands and kiss each other
at the devout consummation of being united in the holy bond of
believing anything, or everything, or nothing.
It is impossible to understand fully, as it deserves, this process
of mutual explanations, without seeing how it works in his own hands,
and, so to speak, under his own inspiration. Accordingly he lays his
hand on the Article against the infallibility of the Church of Rome.
It seems a crucial test. He lays his hand on Article XIX, and shows
how easily by explanation it may be explained altogether away. That
Article states: "As the Church of Jerusalem, Alexandria, and Antioch
have erred, so also the Church of Rome hath erred, not only in their
living, and manner of ceremonies, but also in matters of faith." The
meaning and intention of this Article is obvious enough. The Church
of Rome was said to be infallible. And the Church of England states
in this Article that so far from being infallible, she, like other Churches,
has erred in her living, erred in her ceremonies, and erred in matters
of faith. As an argument this was unanswerable. But this seems too
I'ltrong to Dr. Pusey, and therefore he proposes to explain till he explains
it away. He argues that the words are in the past tense, " The Church
of Rome hath erred," that is, that in times past she has indeed erred
-in times past, perhaps remote and distant times, she has made
mistakes-and therefore in times past she was not infallible. But the
Article says nothing about present or future times, and he dwells on
the Article not saying that she errs at this present time. She was
fallible in times past, she may be infallible now in times present, she
may be still infallible in times to come; so that a clergyman may sign
this Article before God and man, and may on the faith of his signature
hold his rich benefice or rich canonry, his wealthy deanery or wealthy
bishopric, and yet by this process of explanation, may hold and teach
and preach that the Church of Rome is now the infallible Church,
although the Article which he has signed was expressly designed to
condemn and reject that doctrine.
This process of explanation-explaining an Article till it is explained
away-is still more effectually illustrated by his handling of a doctrine,
the doctrine of Purgatory. The Church of Rome believes in a Purgatory
-that besides a Heaven for the saved, and a Hell for the lost, there is
also a Purgatory. Its torments are said to be equal to those of Hell,
with this difference, that the torments of Hell are everlasting, while
those of Purgatory are temporary. In his intense zeal for the union
of the Church of England and the Church of Rome, he seems to think
that it is desirable, even if not necessary, that we too of the Church of
England should believe in some sort of a Purgatory, happily a Purgatory

224

The Gospel Magazine

of our own-happily a Purgatory which we can explain away till it
means anything, or everything, or nothing. He tells us with a simplicity
that creates a smile, a most enviable simplicity, that the late Cardinal
Wiseman had expressed his willingness to accept a belief in this new
kind of Purgatory-that, in short, he was willing to receive us into
the bosom of the'Church of Rome, if only we believe in this new kind of
Purgatory, which he thus explains. Every sinner has an awe, a fear,
a dread of standing before the Judgment Seat of Jesus Christ, and as
he rises from the dead in the day of the resurrection he will stand
stricken with awe before the Judge of all the earth, the memory of
his sins crowding thick and fast upon his mind. Now it is proposed
that that feeling of awe, and that moment of awe shall be our Purgatory,
the Purgatory of the Church of England! Let the Church of Rome
have her Purgatory of fire or of torments if she likes-her Purgatory
of hundreds of years of duration if she likes, and her Purgatory requiring
thousands of Masses for alleviating its sufferings if she likes, but let
the Church of England have her own little Purgatory-her own short
Purgatory-her own convenient Purgatory, and then the two Churches
can rejoice together and kiss each other at the devout consummation
of the two Churches alike believing in a Purgatory!
Such are the proposals of Dr. Pusey-the proposals for mutual
explanations by which we shall be able to explain the protesting
Articles of our Reformed Church, and explain them away till they
mean anything, or everything, or nothing. It may be the Infallibility
of the Church of Rome. It may be the Purgatory of the Church
of Rome. It may be any other error or corruption of the Church of
Rome. We have only to explain it till we explain it away, and then
we can sign the Articles of the Church of England with one hand, while
we sign the Decrees and Canons of the Church of Rome with the other
-we can hold in our hands the valuable preferments.of the Church of
England, while we hold in our hearts the wretched doctrines of the
Church of Rome-eating the bread of one Church while we are teaching
the doctrines of the other.
While I thus strongly characterize the interpretations of Dr. Newman
and the explanations of Dr. Pusey, I trust I have said nothing·inconsistent with the Christian courtesy to which they are entitled. I am
not dealing with them, I am dealing with their reasonings and arguments,
and I must confess that there is a something in these which in my eyes
looks not well, something that does not look altogether ingenuous,
something that seems often to imply and cover more than is stated,
something that rings out of harmony with the manly and honest tone
of the English mind. If the Church of England must make her peace
with Rome, if she must be united to Rome, let us at least know what
we are about, let everything be open, honest, and aboveboard. The
Articles of the Church of England on the one hand, and the Canons
and Decrees of Trent on the other, are in direct antagonism, no interpretation or explanation can bring them into harmony, they are
irreconcilable in their nature. If then the two Churches must needs
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be united, let the Articles of the Church of England be repealed and
scattered to the winds, and let the Church of England join the Church
of Rome; or, on the other hand, let the Canons and Decrees of Rome
be rescinded and torn to atoms, and let her join the Church of England;
but whatever we do, let it be open, honest, and aboveboard. It is
miserable work-it is heart-sickening work to be tricked and cheated
into a union; and I feel that the system of Dr. Newman is a miserable
system of evasion, teaching men to evade the evident meaning of the
Articles, and that the system of Dr. Pusey is a wretched system of
sophistically explaining away the plain intention of the Articles. I
presume not to say, everything within me shrinks from it, that they
were consciously sophistical or intentionally evasive, but I deeply
feel their reasonings are sophistical and their arguments evasive. And
although these two systems come under the two names that have
stamped their own "image and superscription" on the whole movement, I yet feel that they are beneath the dignity of high-minded and
Christian men.
We ought not to conceal from ourselves the saddening fact that
there are many around us, very amiable perhaps, and very weak
no doubt, who are sighing, yearning, longing, and praying for a union
of the Churches of England and Rome. Without knowing what is
involved, they surrender their whole body and soul to the influence of
this idea. They seem to think that all true religion depends on this
union with the East, and that all real piety depends on this union with
the West. And they seem prepared to accept everything, to believe
anything, and some of them almost to write anything that may
conduce to this union of Christendom. All this may seem strange
to some of us, yet we should remember all this has been instilled drop
by drop for the last thirty years into their minds, and that they have
been taught to think the Church of Rome the ideal of the Temple of.
God. They are so captivated by the ideal, by the grace of its architecture, its stately arches, and its" long-drawn aisles," that they forget
the corrupted worship celebrated within. They are so charmed with
the" dim religious light" and exquisite colours of the painted windows,
that they see not the unclean things that nestle in the dark recesses,
and they are so fascinated by the melodies of its music, they neither
know nor care to know the teachings veiled. under its exquisite
harmonies. We know in our own experience of life, that there are
men who become so absorbed in some one idea that their minds
become so warped by their wishes, that truth in their eyes sometimes
assumes the colours of untruth, and untruth assumes the form of truth.
They are like our old churches. The rays of light descend from heaven
pure, clear, and white as the sun, but as they pass into the interior
through the stained and painted windows they are instantly changed,
and assume the colours of the various media through which they pass,
so with such minds truth is at once changed and assumes the appearance
of untruth, and vice versa. And then they remain so long in this
light of their own making-this" dim religious light "-that as they
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come forth to the light of heaven their whole vision becomes dazzled,
and everything seems other than it is to this dazzled vision. I see no
other explanation of the absence of candour, ingenuousness, and fair
dealing, that marks the literature of this movement. I see no other
explanation of the absence of all that is useful or practical in this
yearning for the union of the Churches. A few words more on the
practical bearings of this question and I shall conclude.
The nature of a union between two Churches is illustrated by the
union of the Church of England and the Church of Ireland. In the
last century they were two distinct Churches; they are now, by
Act of Convocation and Act of Parliament, one United Church. They
had great facilities for this, for they had a common religion and a
common ministry. They had a common religion, for they had very
much the same Articles, the same Canons, the same Liturgy, in the
services of the Book of Common Prayer. And also they had one
common ministry, for the clergy of England could officiate in the
churches of Ireland, and hold the benefices and bishoprics of Ireland;
and in return the clergy of Ireland could officiate in the churches of
England, and hold the benefices and bishoprics of England. Here,
then, is a union of two Churches. And if we are to have a union of
England and Rome, we see here what we are to anticipate. We must
have a common religion and a common ministry. Where we are to
find the common religion is a difficult problem-quite as difficult as
squaring the circle-for the English Articles say of the Church of
Rome, in one, that she teaches doctrines contrary to and repugnant
to Holy Scripture, and that she has given occasion to many superstitions
-in another, that she teaches a doctrine that cannot be taught without
arrogance and impiety-again, that she teaches fables that are blasphemous, and impostures that are dangerous-and in another, or,
rather, in a Rubric, that she teaches an idolatry to be abhorred of all
faithful Christians. We can scarcely expect the Church of Rome to
acquiesce in this as a part of our common religion. Then, on the
other hand, the Church of Rome has enacted a Canon, with the most
refined exactness, against every distinctive doctrine of the Church of
England, treating us, in nearly one hundred Canons, as schismatics
and heretics, and adding to every Canon an anathema, the effect and
object of which is to send us to the company of Jannes and Jambres,
to the society of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, to Ananias and Sapphira,
and finally, in her charitable way, consigning us to the devil and his
angels. It is not reasonable to expect us to accept all this as our
united religion. There is thus between us no common religion.
Neither, unhappily, is there a common ministry. The Church of Rome
denies our ministry altogether, denies our Holy Orders altogether,
denies that we are ministers, or priests, or presbyters, or Bishops at
all. Dr. Manning was obliged to renounce his' English orders, and
become reordained; Dr. Newman was obliged to lay aside his English
orders, and become reordained; and Faber, and Oakley, and Anderton,
and all the other minnows who disported themselves under the protec-
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tion of these tritons of the movement, were obliged to deny their
English orders, and become reordained. It may not be very pleasant
to some of us, but the truth is, that the Church of Rome regards our
Holy Orders, whether of Deacons or Priests or Bishops, precisely as
some transcendental Churchmen among us regard the Orders of Dissenting ministers and Methodist preachers. It is true that Mr.
Blenkinsop, in The Church and the World, has convinced himself, even
though he may not have convinced anyone else, that both England
and Rome have an Episcopal ministry in common. He omits, however,
the unpleasant fact that the Church of Rome denies that we have
any Episcopacy whatever, maintaining that, from our highest Archbishop to our lowliest curate, we are no more than Lay-Agents and
Scripture-readers! There is thus no common ministry between the
Churches; and even if we all consented to renounce our English
Orders as null and void, and consented to be reordained in the Church
of Rome, it would be of little use. A union of the Churches would
imply that English Clergy and English Bishops could hold the benefices
and bishoprics on the Continent, and that Italian Priests and Spanish
Bishops could hold the benefices and bishoprics of England. What?
That Italian priests should hold the benefices, and Spanish Bishops
hold the bishoprics of England! No living man, unless afflicted with
the monomania of union, could suppose that the people of England
would tolerate this for a moment. It would require a revolution in
our whole Constitution in Church and State. It would require the
suppression of the Royal Supremacy. It would require the annihilation
of all our ecclesiastical laws. It would be a second deluge, sweeping
away one-half the laws and institutions of England; and Queen and
Lords and Commons in Parliament assembled are expected to do all
this precious legislation, that some few of our Romanizing clergy and
Bishops may be able to hold benefices and bishoprics abroad, and that
Italian priests and Spanish Bishops may enjoy the benefices and
bishoprics of England! And this-this is the union of England and
Rome, for which we are told so many sentimental young ladies are
sighing their little hearts out, and so many well-millinered young
clergymen are breaking their little hearts, as if all true piety, and all
real religion, and all practical charity, and all salvation itself, were in
suspense until it be accomplished!
Those who are most given to enthusiastic rhapsodies about union
are perfectly conscious of its impossibility, and are content with what
they call intercommunion. One writer, indeed, in The Church and
the World proposes reunion-a word that shows where his wishes tend
-a word that suspiciously looks back topre-Reformation times, when
there was no Royal Supremacy, and when there was a Papal supremacy;
and, having insinuated all the word implies, like all the writers of this
movement, he shuffles out of it by explaining the word in a non-natural
sense, as meaning only an intercommunion. So far as the laity are
concerned, this word implies that the members of the Church of England
travelling abroad may enter the Churches of Rome, and may attend
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the services of that Church, and, if they so desire, may receive communion at the hands of the priests of Rome; and, in return, that the
members of the Church of Rome from abroad might enter our English
Churches, attend our services, and, if they so desired, receive the
Communion at the hands of our English clergy. But all this is very
much our state at present. We in England open our churches to allcomers. We gladly welcome all Roman Catholics within our walls.
We rejoice when they attend our services with us, pray the same
prayers with us, hear the same Holy Scriptures with us, and listen to
the same preached Gospel with us; and we certainly throw no impediment in the way of those who desire to receive Communion at our
hands-perhaps we rather encourage it. And, in like manner abroad,
as most of us are aware, we are able to enter the Churches of Rome,
to attend her services, to look at her ceremonies; and certainly they
do nothing to repel us, but much to encourage our receiving the
Communion at their hands. So far as the laity are concerned, the
way at present is perfectly easy. The real difficulty-the crux of the
question, as they love to call it, but the pons asinorum, as it seems to
me-is the intercommunion of the clergy. By this they mean, that
the English clergy may officiate in the Roman Churches abroad, and
that Roman priests from abroad may officiate in our English churches.
It is for this our young clergy are sighing and yearning, and longing
and praying. For this the Church of England is now thrown into
convulsions. That the clergy of England may be able to say Mass in
the churches abroad, and that Roman priests from abroad may be able
to read our English services in the Churches of England i-this is
what they call intercommunion.
And yet I cannot understand how an English clergyman could
bring himself to administer the Communion in only one kind, or
consent himself to receive in only one kind, as must necessarily be the
case in the Churches of Rome. It would manifestly be impossible to
make arrangements by which wherever an English clergyman travelling
abroad officiated, the congregation should receive in both kinds, and
where a native priest officiated the congregation should receive in only
one kind; and so, too, in England it would be impossible to arrange
that when the foreign priest wished to officiate, the congregation must
receive the Communion in only one kind, and on the next day with their
own clergyman they were t.o receive in both kinds. All this would be
too unreasonable. He knows that Communion in only one kind is
no Communion, and that a Sacrament in only one kind is no Sacrament.
To celebrate the Sacrament in one kind is like celebrating a marriage
with only one of the affianced parties present. There is the happy
bridegroom, but no blushing bride; or there is the blushing bride, but
no happy bridegroom. A Communion in only one kind is a marriage
with only one party. And as for foreign priests who do not understand
one word of English reading our English services in our Churches, I
fear that, among the rising generation, it might tend more to mirth
than to edification. They might indeed learn to mouth and mumble,
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to intone and chant, like some among ourselves, so that none could tell
whether it was English or Latin, High Dutch or Sanscrit; and, as for
preaching, the Cardinal Archbishop of Naples might preach in
Westminster Abbey, and not one soul in the congregation understand
one word he said, and our Archbishop of Canterbury might preach
with the eloquence of men and angels in the Cathedral of Madrid, and
not one of his hearers comprehend one sentence that fell from him. A
man of common sense might well stand in our highways and ask what
possible or conceivable advantage to true religion, or what possible
or imaginable advantage to the saving of immortal souls, could
arise from such intercommunion as this, so revolting to all the religious feeling of the cOilntry, and so inconsistent with the practical
common-sense of the people of England?
I have done. I have to apologize for detaining my hearers so
long, and to apologize doubly for my feeble handling of a subject
too large for my power. I can honestly say that I have done my
best, for the limited time at my disposal; and I gladly do my best,
for I fully feel the truth of those words of one of the holiest Bishops
that ever graced our Church of England-that if the Reformation were
worth establishing, the Reformation is worth maintaining. The idea
of a union of the Church of England with the Church of Rome is like
that imperial cruelty which bound the body of the living man face to
face with the body of the dead, that the corruption of the dead might
eat out the life of the living, and so the living perish horribly in the
embrace of the dead. If the Church of England were united to Rome,
the corruptions of that Church would eat out the spiritual life that is
among us, and the Church of England would perish in the embrace of
Rome.
.---------------
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from the hymns of Cowper, Hammond, Medley, Ryland, and Toplady,
followed by an apt quotation from Scripture. They all deal with
God's Covenant interest in His people, and are suitable for enclosing
in letters. They may be obtained from Miss F. E. Burton, 15, Oxford
Gardens, North Kensington, London, W.10. Prices: 14 (assorted)
for Is. 2d.; 50 for 3s. 9d., post free.
ROMANISM AT ROME.
"WHAT do men and women do under the light of the Pope's own
countenance ~ 'What is the religion that prevails around St. Peter's
and under the walls of the Vatican ~ What is Romanism at Rome,
unfettered, unshackled, and free to develop itself in full perfection ~
Let a man honestly answer these questions, and I ask no more. Let
him read such a book as Seymour's Pilgrim to Rome, or Alford's Letters,
and ask any visitor to Rome if the picture is too highly coloured. Let
him do this, I say, and I believe he cannot avoid the conclusion that
Romanism in perfection is a gigantic system of Church-worship,
Sacrament-worship, Mary-worship, saint-worship, image-worship, relicworship, and priest-worship-that it is, in one word, a huge organized
idolatry."-Bishop J. C. Ryle, " Knots Untied," article on" Idolatry."

