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" Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 CORINTffiANS i. 4.

FAMILY COMFORT.
"Comfort ye, comfort ye My people, saith your GOD. Speak ye
comfortcibly to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her warfare is
accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned,. for she hath received
of the LORD'S hand double for all her sins."-IsAIAH xl. 1, 2.

TWICE over the LORD speaks to His messengers here, and bids
them to comfort His people. Evidently there are special times
when the LORD'S people need comfort. Evidently, too, the LORD
intends that His people should be comforted.
There can be no doubt that q.OD'S people are often uncomfortable. Sin and trial bring discomfort to them. Sometimes they
are more uncomfortable than at other times, and it is a peculiar
comfort to them, if GOD, then, sends messengers of comfort to
them. GOD has a compassionate regard for His people. Despite
their unworthiness He has loved them and chosen them to be His
inheritance. They are the objects of His love and mercy, and it
is His eternal design to bring them into the enj oyment of " everlasting consolation and good hope through grace." No wonder,
then, that He bids His messengers to comfort them. True messengers of GOD need to have hearts of sympathy and compassion in
order that they may minister real and seasonable comfort to
GOD'S people.
1. First it is well, however, that we should be clear in our minds
as to who are the people who are to be comforted.
The expression ~' My people" may be explained primarily of the
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people of Israel, and secondarily of " all the Israel of GOD," "the
Church of GOD which He hath purchased with His Own blood."
It is plain from many passages in Isaiah that the expression,
" My people," refers primarily to the literal Israel. We read, for
example, "Israel doth not know, My people doth not consider'
(i. 3). "Say unto Zion, Thou art My people" (li. 16). " My
people went down aforetime into Egypt to sojourn there" (lii. 4).
"The LORD hath comforted His people, He hath redeemed
Jerusalem" (lii. 9). "Show My people their transgression, and
the house of J acob their sins" (lviii. 1).
. GOD said at the beginning of their national history, "I will take you to Me for a people, and I will be to you a GOD" (Exod.
vi. 7). Moses said to them, "Thou art an holy people unto the
LORD thy GOD: the LORD thy GOD hath chosen thee to be a
special people unto Himself, above all people that are upon the
face of the earth" (Deut. vii. 6).
It is clear from these passages that the literal Israel, the Jews,
are in a special sense GOD'S people, and the passage we are
considering has its first application to them. Hence the second
verse identifies "Jerusalem" with the words' y people."
" Speak ye comfortably to Jer·usalem."
But all the called-out believers in the LORD JES S CHRIST,
whether Jews or Gentiles, are also GOD'S people. GOD is now
visiting the Gentiles" to take out of them a people for His Name"
(Acts xv. 14).
When Paul was labouring in Gentile Corinth, the LORD said
to him, "Be not afraid, but speak and hold not thy peace: for
I am with thee, and no man shall set on thee to hurt thee: for
I have much people in this city" (Acts xviii. 9, 10).
So the Apostle Paul applies a prophecy in Hosea to Gentiles
as well as Jews, when he says, "Even us, whom He hath called,
not of the Jews only, but also of the Gentiles. As He saith also
in Osee, I will call them My people, which were not My people;
and her beloved which was not beloved. And it shall come to
pass, that in the place where it was said unto them, Ye are not
My people; there shall they be called the children of the living
GOD" (Rom. ix. 24-26).
Again, to the Church at Corinth which consisted mainly of
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Gentiles, the Apostle says, "Ye are the temple of the living GOD;
as GOD hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and
I will be their GOD, and they shall be My people" (2 Cor. vi. 16).
Speaking to those who had been Divinely called out of darkness
into His marvellous light the Apostle says, "Which in time past
were not a people, but are now the people of GOD: which had not
obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy" (1 Peter ii. 10).
Thus all the believing readers of this magazine, all who are
washed in the blood of the LAMB, all the members of GOD'S
redeemed family are GOD'S people, separated from the world, and
the objects of His special care and love and mercy. It is His
purpose that they shquld be comforted. He Himself is "the
GOD of all comfort Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that
we may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the
comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of GOD" (2 Cor.
i. 3, 4).
One of the 0 bj ects He has in view in sending His messengers
to His people is to comfort them. "Comfort ye, comfort ye My
people, saith your GOD." He notices the sighs, the groans, the
sorrows, and the loneliness of His people, and He graciously and
tenderly comforts their hearts by His messengers and by His Word.
" Whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our
learning, that we through patience and comfort of the Scriptures
might have hope" (Rom. xv. 4).
It needs to be remembered, however, that if we are to derive
comfort from the Scriptures we must prayerfully meditate in them
day and night.
2. Secondly, let us take note of the comforting message which is
to be spoken to GOD'S people.
a. Cry unto her that "her warfare is accomplished."
Fausset says on the word "warfare," "the appointed time of
her misery . . . her term of service and hardship," is ended.
Though the people of Israel were GOD'S beloved and chosen
people, they were "a people laden with iniquity, a seed of evildoers, children that are corrupters: they have forsaken the LORD,
they have provoked the HOLY ONE of Israel unto anger, they are
gone away backward" (Isa. i. 4).
All through their history they were continually lapsing into
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idolatry, and finally they actually crucified the LORD of Glory.
Terrible chastisements have therefore been their portion all through
the Christian era. Though we naturally f~el keenly the awful
cruelty meted out to them in Germany, yet behind the wickedness
of their persecutors is the Divine visitation of judgment for their
national sins. But the time is coming when their time of misery
and hard service is to be ended.
At present blindness in part hath happened unto them until
the fulness of the Gentiles be come in. Later, however, "all
Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of
Sion the Deliverer, and sh~ll turn away ungodliness from Jacob "
(Rom. xi. 25, 26).
It is to this time that the prophecy in Isaiah points. GOD says,
"For a small moment have I forsaken thee; but with great
mercies will I gather thee. In a little wrath I hid My face from
thee for a moment; but with everlasting kindness will I have
mercy on thee, saith the LORD thy Redeemer." "Thy sun shall
no more go down, neither shall the moon withdraw itself: for the
LORD shall be thine everlasting light, and the days of thy mourning
shall be ended" (Isa. liv. 7, 8; Ix. 20). "In that day thou shalt
say, 0 LORD, I will praise Thee: though Thou wast angry with
me, Thine anger is turned away, and Thou comfortedst me"
(Isa. xii. 1).
Applying the words of the prophet to the spiritual Israel, there
comes a time in the history of GOD'S children when they are
delivered from the power of darkness and translated into the
kingdom of GOD'S dear Son. Then they are no longer walking in
the way of transgressors, which is a hard and miserable way. They
are delivered from the sorrows and hardships of a life in the
service of sin and Satan, and they become the servants of GOD,
and have their fruit unto holiness.- Then they, too, will say,
" 0 LORD, I will praise Thee: though Thou wast angry with me,
Thine anger is turned away, and Thou comfortedst me."
b. Cry unto her that "her iniquity is pardoned."
Here is another message of comfort for GOD'S people. This is
one of the great blessings promised in the New Covenant-a
Covenant having reference to all GOD'S people-the literal as well
as the spiritual Israel. In that Oovenant GOD says, " I will forgive
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their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more" (see J er.
xxxi: 31, 34). Christ's blood was the blood of this New Covenant,
which He "shed for many for the remission of sins" (Matt.
xxvi. 28). It is on the ground of His bloodshedding that remission
of sins is to be preached in His Name among all nations, beginning
at Jerusalem (see Luke xxiv. 47).
When the literal Israel's iniquity is pardoned, then" In that
time, saith the LORD, the iniquity of Israel shall be sought for,
and there shall be none; and the sins of J udah, and they shall
not be found: for I will pardon them whom I reserve" (Jer. 1. 20).
No less full, complete, and eternal is the pardon of the iniquity
of all the Israel of GOD. CHRIST hath put away the sin of the
whole Church by the sacrifice of Himself. By one offering He
hath perfected for ever His sanctified people. Their sins and
iniquities He will remember no more. He bare their sins in His
Own body on the tree.
They can say, "The LORD hath laid on Him the iniquity of
us all," and "with His stripes we are healed." The same GOD
Who says, "Cry unto her that her iniquity is pardoned," says
of the Church's holy Substitute, "For the transgression of My
people was He stricken." (See Isa. liii. 5, 6, 8.)
Here, then, is another outstanding message of comfort. Thine
iniquity is pardoned, 0 believer. Thy sins which are many are
forgiven. Thou art for ever delivered from the penalty which thy
sins deserve. Thou art assured of " no condemnation" in regard
to thy sins, and no separation from the love of Him Who laid
thine iniquity on the Holy shoulders of thy Redeemer and
Substitute. He Himself loved thee and gave Himself for thee.
He gave His life a ransom instead of thee. Here is everlasting
comfort for thy distressed soul.
c. Cry unto her that" she hath received of the LORD'S hand double
for all her sins."
The expression" double for all her (Jerusalem's) sins," may be
interpreted in two ways. First, it may indicate that double or
ample chastisement has been visited upon Israel for all her sins.
This sense is suggested by the words, "First I will recompense
their iniquity and their sin double; because they have defiled
My land" (J er. xvi. 18).
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No doubt it will be true that when GOD'S ancient people are
pardoned and blessed at a future time, they will then have
received from the LORD such an ample experience of His chastisement as He designed to visit upon them.
" Double for all their sins" may, on the other hand, indicate
that double blessing will be experienced by GOD'S people when
He has blotted out their sins. This seems to be the meaning when
the LORD says to them, "For your shame ye shall have double;
and for confusion they shall rej oice in their portion: therefore
in their land they shall possess the double: everlasting joy shall
be unto them" (Isa. lxi. 7).
J ob experienced double blessing when the LORD turned his
captivity, "The LORD gave Job twice as much as he had before"
(J ob xlii. 10).
Dr. J. A. Alexander in his commentary on Isaiah, says, after
referring to Isaiah lxi. 7, Job xlii. 10, and Zechariah ix. 12, that some
suggest that" the sense will then be that she has been punished
abundantly, not more than she deserved, yet enough to answer
the design of punishment." He then adds, "But as giving or
receiving double, in all the other cases cited, has respect, not to
punishment, but to favour after suffering, so this clause may be
understood to mean, that she has now received (or is receiving)
double favours, notwithstanding all her sins." Certainly it is true
that "where sin abounded, grace did much more abound"
(Rom. v. 20).
Moreover, just as "the sufferings of this present time are not
worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in
us," so the misery and wretchedness of GOD'S people when they
were walking in the broad way are not worthy to be compared
with their present and future joy, peace, and glory.
3. Thirdly, let us take note of the source of this comfort.
The source of all real and abiding comfort is GOD Himself.
He comforts His people through His Son and by His Spirit. It
is thus a Trinitarian comfort. We read " The LORD shall comfort
Zion: He will comfort all her waste places; and He will make
her wilderness like Eden, and her desert like the garden of the
LORD; joy and gladness shall be found therein, thanksgiving,
and the voice of melody." He says, "I, even I, am He that
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comforteth you." S~ch comfort is a call to praise and gladness.
" Break forth into joy, sing together, ye waste places of Jerusalem:
for the LORD hath comforted His people, He hath redeemed
Jerusalem." How tenderly does He conlfort them! He says, " As
one whom His mother comforteth, so will I comfort you; and
ye shall be comforted in Jerusalem." Oh the grace, the compassion,
the tenderness, the condescension here suggested. Of CHRIST it is
said that it is His office "to comfort all that mourn." (See Isa.
li. 3, 12; lii. 9; lxi. 2; lxvi. 13.)
Thus, ye people of GOD who are now mourning over your sins,
shall in due time be comforted, "Blessed are they that mourn:
for they shall be comforted" (Matt. v. 4).
Be of good comfort, then, ye people of GOD who read these
lines. It is your FATHER'S good pleasure to give you much comfort
now and more abundant and eternal comfort hereafter. Wherefore
comfort one another with these truths.
THE EDITOR

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

•r

(Thomas H oughton ).

THE DANGER AND EVIL OF MERE MUSIC.
AN Anglo-Catholic paper, dated March 15th, 1940, says, " According
to a Daily Telegraph correspondent with the B.E.F. in France, a Welsh
mixed choir of several denominations sang at Mass on Sunday in a
French Catholic Cathedral. Before the service the Cardinal Archbishop
received the choir at the main door, welcomed them in the name of
the Church, and blessed them. 'Cwm Rhondda' and' Aberystwyth'
were among the tunes sung."
No doubt this " Welsh mixed choir of several denominations" would
give pleasure to the ears of those who heard them, but what can be
thought of singers belonging to Protestant denominations singing at
a Popish and idolatrous service? Where are their Protestant
principles?

I

" WHAT man would ever have thought that Paul, in the raging heat of
his persecuting spirit, would have turned from a persecutor, to such a
professor; from such infidelity, to such a faith; insomuch that
Ananias would scarcely believe the Lord when He told him? Such
is the omnipotency of the Lord our God, ever working lightly by the
contrary, especially when He hath any excellent thing to work to His
own glory."-Erasmus Middleton.

•
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GOD SAW, AND GOD SEES.
" And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth,
and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only
evil continually."-GENEsIs vi. 5.

.

WE are told in the first chapter of Genesis that "God saw
everything that He had made, and, behold, it was very good"
(verse 31). About 1500 years or more had gone by, and theIr we
read, "God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the
earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart
was only evil continually." How came this great change? The
third chapter of Genesis gives the answer. The voice of that old
serpent, called the Devil and Satan, was listened to in preference
to the voice of God. The result was that sin entered. God's law
was disobeyed. Man fell and became spiritually dead, and all his
descendants were shapen in iniquity and conceived in sin. They
were possessed of a nature that is emnity against God and not
subject to His law. They were incapable of pleasing God. (See
Rom. viii. 7, 8.) Hence when God looked upon the earth in
Noah's time, "all flesh had corrupted his way upon the earth."
Moral corruption characterized the whole human race.
It is to the descendants of the first human pair that the words
placed at the head of these "Wayside Notes" refer. To the
solemn teaching of these words let us direct our attention.
1. First, notice what God saw. He saw man's wickedness. The
word "wickedness" may refer to outward acts. J oseph said,
" How then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God? "
(Gen. xxxix. 9).
Samuel used the word to denote the wicked conduct of Israel
in asking for a king. "Your wickedness is great," he said, "in
asking you a king" (1 Sam. xii. 17).
We read of Ahab, " There was none like unto Ahab, which did
sell himself to work wickedness in the sight of the Lord, whom
Jezebel his wife stirred up. And he did very abominably in
following idols" (1 Kings xxi. 25, 26). By his acts of idolatry

The Gospel Magazine

193

and in other ways, he worked" wickedness in the sight of the
Lord."
The wicked acts of the world of the ungodly in Noah's time
were seen by the Lord. The sin of murder had already been
committed by Cain, and the sin of polygamy by Lamech. In
Noah's time the earth was filled with acts of violence and cruelty.
It was morally corrupt. The people had no fear of God before
their eyes.
God saw all the wicked acts of the children of men. He saw
them in all their magnitude and extent. Whether these wicked
acts were done in secret or openly, they were all seen by Him.
" The darkness and the light are both alike to Him" (Ps. cxxxix. 12).
" All things are naked and opened unto the eyes of Him with
Whom we have to do " (Heb. iv. 13).
God also saw man's heart and its tr'ue character. He saw" that
every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil
continually." Man's heart is a fountain of evil. All the outward
acts of sin of which man is guilty flow from his heart. " Man
looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the
heart" (1 Sam. xvi. 7).
And what did He see when He looked on the hearts of men in
Noah's time 1 He saw three things:First, that" every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was
evil." Without exception every thought was evil. Not one good
thought passed through the mind of the human heart in its fallen
condition.
Secondly, He saw that" every imagination of the thoughts of
his heart was only evil." There was no mixture of good in the
evil. It was only evil. It was totally depraved.
Many people teach that there is a great deal of good in human
nature which will respond to kind treatment. There is, they
suggest, a spark of good which can be fanned into a flame. Thus,
in their view, the old nature can be patched up, improved and
brought into a satisfactory condition.
In God's view, however, there is nothing good in fallen man.
He is spiritually dead and incapable of doing anything or thinking
anything pleasing to God. '¥hat he needs is a new heart and a
new spirit, not a mere improvement of the old nature. "That
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which is born of the flesh is flesh," and in the apostle's list of the
works of the flesh there is nothing good. It is all evil. Such
was the character of man's heart in Noah's time. Every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil.
A third thing which God saw was that every ilnagination of
the thoughts of man's heart was only evil continually. Evil wasnot merely an occasional characteristic of his heart, evil marked
him constantly and uninterruptedly. Evil characterized his heart,
every day of the week, and every hour of the day, and every
minute of every hour, and every second of every minute. There
was no day, no month, and no year when the heart of man was
other than evil. Evil and only evil continually was the heart of
man.
What an awful picture of moral corruption and depravity!
'Vhat a declaration about those who had in Adam been made
upright and in the image of God! What a fall had taken place
from sinlessness to total corruption and depravity! Such was the
awful moral state of man that there was absolutely no room for
pride, for self-congratulation, or for self-righteousness.
2. Secondly, notice what God did. God had no doubt noticed
the awful corrupt condition of man for a long period, but had
manifested His longsuffering. He refrained for a time from visiting
merited judgment on an ungodly world, and His longsuffering
continued during the preparation of the ark by Noah. Thus Peter
says, "The longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah,
while the ark was a preparing" (1 Peter iii. 20). At last, however,
God determined to manifest his righteous wrath. Accordingly He
said, "I will destroy man whom I have created from the face
of the earth; both man, and beast, and the creeping thing, and
the fowls of the air." To Noah He said, "The end of all flesh is
come before Me; for the earth is filled with violence through
them; and, behold, I will destroy them with the earth."
There was one man, however, whom, together with his family,
the Lord intended to spare. Hence we read, "Noah found grace
in the eyes of the Lord." He, too, was by nature a sinner, but
the Lord's distinguishing grace was shown to him. By Divine
grace he was spiritually saved. He had ceased to walk in the
broad way with an ungodly world, and was one who walked with
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God. God had manifestly called him by his grace, regenerated
him by His Spirit, and justified him by imputing to him the right.eousness of the Seed of the vVoman Who was to bruise the head
of the serpent.
Noah was a man of faith. "By faith Noah, being warned of
God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark
to the saving of his house; by the which he condemned the world,
and became he·ir of the righteousness which is by faith" (Heb. xi. 7).
Noah was thus a righteous man, righteous because the right€ousness of Christ was imputed to him, and righteous because
·enabled to bring forth the fruits of righteousness in his daily walk
and conversation.
The Lord in mercy put a difference between him and all the
rest of the world. When He "spared not the old world" He
"saved Noah the eighth person, a preacher of righteousness,
bringing in the flood upon the world of the ungodly" (2 Peter ii. 5).
The salvation of Noah from temporal death was Divinely
'arranged, planned, and carried out. The Lord instructed Noah
to make an ark. He gave him full particulars how to construct
it. He revealed to him His purpose to destroy all flesh with the
waters of a flood, but He arranged to save Noah and his family
in the ark which He commanded Noah to make.
Noah did as God commanded him. Then he and his family
€ntered the ark, and "the Lord shut him in." "The fountains of
the great deep were broken up, and the windows of heaven were
opened. And the rain was upon the earth forty days and forty
nights." "All flesh died" as the result of the flood. "Noah
only remained alive, and they that were with him in the ark"
(Gen. vii. 11, 12, 16, 21-23). God saved Noah, but brought in
the flood upon the world of the ungodly. "They were eating
.and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day
that Noah entered into the ark." Then" the flood came and
took them all away" (Matt. xxiv. 38, 39).
Solomon says, "Because sentence against an evil work is not
executed speedily, therefore the heart of the sons of men is fully
set in them to do evil" (Eccles. viii. 11). They go on in their
sins thinking that the judgment of God will never come. But
God says, "Vengeance is Mine; I will repay, saith the Lord"
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(Rom. xii. 19). He may delay to execute His righteous wrath,
but sooner or later judgment will come. "Though hand join in
hand, the wicked shall not be unpunished " (Prov. xi. 21).
The salvation of Noah and his family at the time of the flood
is a remarkable illustration of the sovereignty of God in regard
to the bestowal of eternal salvation. Dr. A. A. Hodge defines
the sovereignty of God as "His absolute right to govern and
dispose of all His creatures, simply according to His own good
pleasure" (Outlines of Theology, p. 162).
God evidently displayed His grace and sovereignty in the case
of Noah. Mysterious though this truth is, we need to stand in
awe of it. We need to tremble at His word and to realize fully
that God hath mercy on whom He will have mercy. (See Rom.
ix. 15.) Yet this is no discouragement to any seeking sinner.
"He that seeketh findeth" is always true. Every sinner who
forsakes his way and returns unto the Lord will experience God's
mercy and His abundant pardon through Christ (see Isa. Iv. 7).
Many seem to think that the ark was provided for everybody.
A careful attention to the inspired narrative shows it was only
meant for Noah and his family. Noah "prepared an ark to the
saving of his house." It was designed for them alone. Divine
judgment, not salvation, was designed for all except Noah and
his family. Our Lord Jesus Christ was called Jesus because He
was to save His people from their sins. All in Him shall be saved
and their number will be numberless.
3. Thirdly, let us notice what God sees now.
It migl;tt be said that the narrative of the flood has to do with
the people in Noah's time. They certainly were wicked and they
deserved the terrible judgment which came upon them. But
some may say, Surely you are not going to say that the people
of the twentieth century are like the people in Noah's time. We
live in the days of arts and sciences. We belong to the· age of
civilization. We are good Church people. We go to early communion. We go to a Church where the services are bright and
musical. We love to listen to the services on the wireless. We
are not wicked. God is too merciful to visit judgment on us.
A lady not long ago whom we met on the road said, " You are
not a sinner," and doubtless she thought the same of herself.
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But it is not what we think of ourselves, but what God thinks.
which should concern us. God is looking on the world to-day.
What does He see 1
What did He see after the judgment of the flood ,1 Did that
judgment prove to be remedial 1 Did it change the character of
the human race 1 Hear what God said after Noah and His family
left the ark. "I will not again curse the ground any more for
man's sake; for the imagination of man's heart is evil from his
youth" (Gen. vii.i. 21). There was thus no change in the heart,
of man. It was just the same as it was before the flood. Punishment, awful and terrible, had not altered its evil character.
Hear what God noticed in David's time. "The Lord looked
down from. heaven upon the children of men, to see if there were
any that did understand and seek God." What did He find 1
"They are all gone aside, they are altogether become filthy:
there is none that doeth good, no, not one" (Ps. xiv. 2, 3). Here
again we see no improvement in man's character. "There is.
none that doeth good, no, not one."
What did God see in Jeremiah's time 1 He saw that "the
heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked"
(Jer. xvii. 9).
What did He see in our Lord's time 1 Hear the testimony of
the incarnate Son of God Himself, " Out of the heart proceed evil
thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness,
blasphemies" (Matt. xv. 19). How wicked the human heart must
be when it is capable of evil thoughts, murder, adultery, stealing,
lying, and 'blasphemy.
What did God see in Paul's time 1 Paul says, " We have before
proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they are all under sin; as
it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one. There is none
that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. They
are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable;
there is none that doeth good, no, not one. Their throat is an
open sepulchre; with their tongues they have used deceit; the
poison of asps is under their lips. Whose mouth is full of cursing
and bitterness. Their feet are swift to shed blood. Destruction
and misery are in their ways, and the way of peace have they not
known. There is no fear of God before their eyes" (Rom. iii. 9-18).
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Here, indeed, is a terrible indictment. Who that believes the
Bible can, after this, deny the total depravity of the human race.
Not one is by nature righteous. Not one has spiritual understanding. Not one seel{s after God. All are gone out of the way. Not
one does good. Corruption, deceit, moral poison, cursing, and
bitterness proceed from the human mouth. The feet run swiftly
to shed human blood. There is absolute ignorance of the way
of peace with God, and there is no fear of God before their eyes.
Thus all the world is guilty before God. No improvement has
taken place since the time of the apostles. In civilized countries
there are improvements in material comforts. There is better
housing. Sanitary arrangements have greatly improved even in
our own lifetime. Railways, steam-boats, tram cars, buses, and
motor cars, all add greatly to the comfort of travelling. Bathrooms, hot and cold water, and electric light, add greatly to the
comfort of our homes. In material and temporal things there
have been great improvements, but no improvement has taken
place in the human heart. Think of the cruel treatment of
Czecho-slovakia, of Poland, of Austria, and of Finland; think of
the awful treatment of God's ancient people; think of the sin
and wickedness connected with the concentration camp; think
of the trampling on human liberty and the flouting of God's law
now so prevalent, and will it not be evident that the carnal mind
is as wicked as ever ~ It is "emnity against God; for it is not
subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. So then they
that are in the flesh cannot please God" (Rom. viii. 7, 8).
Despite the Reformation in Germany, Switzerland, England,
Scotland, and other countries; despite the translation of the Bible
by Luther; despite the writings and testimony of Calvin and the
English and Scotch Reformers; despite the writings and testimony
of the Puritans; despite the Evangelical Revival in the eighteenth
century; despite the growth of colleges and universities and the
great advance in education, the heart of man is still deceitful
above all things and desperately wicked.
" In the last days," we are told, "perilous times shall come. For
men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud,
blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, w "thout
nat'tlral affection, trucebreakers, false acc'tlsers, incontinent, fierce,
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despisers of those that are good, traitors, heady, highminded, lovers
of pleasures more than lovers of God,. having a form of godliness,
but denying the power thereof" (2 Tim. iii. 1-5). Look carefully
at this long list of the wicked characteristics of those who will
live in the last days. Look at the items which we have italicized,
and will you not be convinced that all these sins are being manifested now, even though they may be more fully in evidence as
the days get darker? And God, as He looks down from heaven
sees all this. He sees now that the wickedness of man is great
in the earth and that every imagination of the thoughts of his
heart is only evil and only evil continually.
4. But now notice what God did, though He saw all this human
sin and wickedness.
Why, this is what He did. When the fulness of the time was
come, God sent forth His only-begotten and well-beloved Son to
redeem a great multitude whom no man can number from the
'curse which their sins and wickedness deserved. In due time
Christ died for such ungodly and wicked persons. He bare their
sins in His Own body on the tree. He was wounded for their
. transgressions, and bruised for their iniquities. He took their
place. He gave His life a ransom in their stead. He actually
redeemed them from the curse of the law which they had flagrantly
broken, being made a curse for them. Here is the Lamb of God
suffering for such human sinners, suffering the Just for the unjust.
Herein is Divine love, not that we, His people, loved God, but
that He loved us, and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our
sins. Hear His beloved Son speaking of His Father and saying,
"God, My Father, so loved the world, that He gave Me, His
Qnly-begotten Son, to be stricken for the transgression of His
people that whosoever believeth on Him should not perish, but
have everlasting life."
Here is good news for thee, a convicted sinner. Dost thou
,desire to be saved from the just deserts of thy sins? See Christ
hanging on the cross for thee. Behold Him drinking the cup of
penal wrath for thee, and go on thy way rejoicing that, through
faith in His blood, thou art cleansed from all sin.
5. Lastly, think of what God will do in view of what He sees.
He is the unchangeable God. Did He bring in a flood upon
14
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the world of the ungodly 1 Will He treat the ungodly differently
at a future date 1 True, He will never again send a universal
flood to punish the ungodly. But what will He do 1 Note the
inspired words of the Apostle Peter, "By the word of God the
heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of the water and
in the water: whereby the world that then was, being overflowed
with water, perished. But the heavens and the earth, which are
now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against
the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men" (2 Peter
iii. 5-7). Thus there is "a day of wrath and revelation of the
righteous judgment of God."
But all are not ungodly. God will not only visit judgment
on the ungodly, but He will deliver the godly from" the judgment
and the fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries"
(Heb. x. 27).
His mercy to Noah and Lot is intended to comfort all who are
trusting in the merits of His dear Son Whom He gave to be their
holy Substitute. When He brought in the flood upon the world of
the ungodly, He saved Noah. He arranged for the building
of the ark to the saVIng of Noah and his house. When He turned
the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes, He delivered Lot
and provided for him a city of refuge.
So the Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly, on the one hand,
and to reserve the unjust to the day of judgment to be punished.
(See 2 Peter ii. 4-9.) "Verily He is a God that judgeth the
earth" (Ps. lviii. 11).
"By faith Noah, being warne~ of God of things not seen as
yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house;
by the which He condemned the world, and became heir of the
righteousness which is by faith" (Heb. xi. 7). All who were in
the ark were saved. All outside of the ark perished. So all who
are in Christ are saved. All outside of Christ shall perish. When
He comes He will punish with everlasting destruction from His
presence those who obey not the Gospel of.our Lord Jesus Christ.
But He will welcome all His believing people into the heavenly
mansions to be for ever with Him.
"With them numbered may we be,
Now, and through eternity."
THE EDITOR.
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llilgtim 1}apetf'.
WELLSPRINGS.
" I have not spoken in secret, in a dark place of the earth,. I said not
unto the seed of J acob, Seek ye Me in vain. I the Lord speak
righteousness, I declare things that are right."-IsAIAH xlv. 19.
IT is because these words were dropped upon my soul in one of the
most solemn but sacredly sweet times of my long life that I am desiring
by the aid of the gracious Holy Spirit to write upon them, praying
that God may be glorified and His people edified.
It was a time of deep sorrow, poignant trial of faith and severe
testings and great searching of heart; and my readers, if you have
ever been brought to hear His voice as spoken then to His unworthy,
helpless, sinful servant, " Be still, and know that I am God," you will
be able to enter in some measure into what" R " was learning in that
profound lesson under His Divine hand. To be still when all nature
was convulsed in sorrow, and an inclination to activity just the very
opposite to stillness was upon one! But none teacheth like Him!
And oh! the sweetness of His infinite wisdom, love, and faithfulness;
The stillness He commanded and also enabled the soul to obey and
rest in! The Sovereign Majesty of God to be learned and bowed to,
as King Absolute, Almighty Creator and Ruler of heaven and earth
and over all hearts and mine! And did He leave His servant there 1
Has He ever plunged anyone of His own into the knowledge of His
awful majesty and power without sooner or later revealing His pity
and mercy 1 Ah, no! It was to lead His child up to the blessed
knowledge that" God the greatest, holiest, for ever loveth me," and
that the Lord of lords and King of kings was likewise my Father, and
permitted His poor child to lisp Abba, dear Father! Most endearing
relationship! revealing the pity, love, and tenderness of His heart as
Father! Comfort flowed into the soul thus quieted, and brought it
to obedient submission and holy silence to " hear what God the Lord
should speak," and the words which head this meditation dropped
upon the spirit as precious balm of healing to a storm-tossed soul.
" I have not spoken in secret, in a dark place of the earth; I said not
unto the seed of Jacob, seek ye Me in vain. I the Lord speak righteousness, I declare things that are right." All the promises, Yea and Amen
in Christ Jesus, came flowing into the souL The river of the water
of .life had cleared away all the rubbish of questioning and unbelief,
and the all-gracious God and Father renewed His strength in His
weak servant, as He declared how the promises upon which death had
appeared to be written in large letters, after long years of hope and
pleading, had not been spoken in secret, in a dark place; that He
never mocked the least of His servants who sought His face, nor
sent the vilest of them away ashamed, and that He was the Lord.
"I the Lord speak righteousness, I declare things that are right."

..
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None could make that true declaration but" the Lord our righteousness." "There is none holy but the Lord." "Hath He not said and
will He not do it" ~ Moreover, coupled with the precious word
given, it was as though in His most tender merciful graciousness, He
would confirm it and strengthen and comfort His servant thereby,
and so it pleased Him to give another word of the almightiness of
His love and power to save. "Who is this that cometh from Edom
with dyed garments from Bozrah ~ This that is glorious in his apparel,
travelling in the greatness of his strength 1 I, that speak in righteousness, mighty to save.' , Vengeance upon His enemies, mercy for His
redeemed, was the declaration of Him that speaketh in righteousness,
and declareth things that are right! Surely what a holy contemplation,
what a glorious theme is before us, and well may we acknowledge our
ignorance and inability, and, like the seraphs, vest our faces with our
wings, and with :Moses put off our shoes from off our feet on such holy
ground.
The Righteousness of God. vVell, beloved, as we have often said, a
diligent reader of the precious, infallible, and inexhaustible Word,
has but to have a word of it dropped in upon the soul, to discover in
further searching that the Scriptures are full of it! And it was so
in the present instance. Possibly the word righteousness and its
corresponding equivalent are mentioned over 550 times and the
readers can consult their Oruden's Ooncordance to their profitable
study. And thus the righteousness of God is emphatically declared
from the throne of His holiness and in solemn and searching contrast
to man's sin and unholiness. But the mercy is that herein He declares
and sets forth the branch of His righteousness, "Mine Holy One,"
the Son of His right hand Whom He hath constituted strong for Himself,
God's fellow and Him that is " mighty to save": the very righteousness of God; perfect unsullied holiness, purity of heart, rectitude of
life, active and passive obedience, all this found and found only in
the blessed Son of God, as becoming " sin for us Who knew no sin,
that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him." Out of
Christ, "none righteous, no not one." In Christ " J\'Iy people shall
be all righteous," He says as He looks upon His redeemed, bloodwashed Church with complacent delight, and He declares of her,
"Thou art all fair, my love, there is no spot in thee." Oh! the heights
and depths of grace in our Emmanuel! The very Righteousness of
God, self-existent and absolute! God dwelling in the light wherelinto
no man can approach, and never would have approached nor drawn
near, but for that wondrous scheme of grace, of which His redeemed
Church sings with dear Brewer,
" Hail! Sovereign love, that first began
The scheme to rescue fallen man !
Hail! matchless free, eternal grace,
That gave my soul a Hiding-Place."

Therein is the righteousness of God set forth, when from all eternity,
ere His people were formed, He knew how their fall would need for
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them a Hiding-place, and how abundantly He secured it for them in
Christ, His dearly beloved Son, Who was to take their place, suffer
in their stead and make them the righteousness of God in Himself.
How sweetly was Bunyan led into this glorious truth after long soul
travail and burden for sin and" with some dashes on my conscience"
as he tells how suddenly the sentence fell upon his soul, " Thy righteousness is in heaven; and methought withal1 I saw with the eyes of my
soul, Jesus Christ at God's right hand: and there, I say, was my
Righteousness; so that wherever I was, or whatever I was doing,
God could not say of me, ' He wants my righteousness,' for that was
just before Him. I saw also, moreover, that it was not my good frame
of heart that made my righteousness better, nor yet my bad frame
that made my righteousness worse; for my righteousness was Jesus
Christ Himself, 'the same yesterday, to-day, and forever.' Now did
my chains fall off my legs indeed; I was loosed from my afflictions
and my irons, my temptations' also fled away; so that from
that time the dreadful part of God's word ceased to trouble me.
I went home rejoicing for the grace and love of God; so when I came
home I looked to see if I could find that sentence in His Word, ' Thy
righteousness is in heaven,' but I could not find such a saying; wherefore my heart began to sink again, only that it was brought to my
remembrance, ' He is made of God unto us wisdom and righteousness
and sanctification and redemption,' and by this I knew the other
sentence was true. For by this Scripture, I saw that the Man Christ
Jesus, as He is distinct from us, as touching His bodily presence, so
He is our righteousness and sanctification before God. Here therefore
I lived, for some time, very sweetly at peace with God through Christ.
Oh! methought, Christ! Christ! There was nothing but Christ
before mine eyes, and I was not now looking upon this and the other
benefits of Christ apart, as of His blood, burial, and resurrection, but
considering Him as a whole Christ! as He is when all these, and all
His other virtues, relations, offices, and operations met together, and
that He sat on the right hand of God in heaven. It was glorious to
me to see His exaltation, and the worth and prevalency of all His
benefits. Now Christ was all; all my righteousness, all my wisdom,
all my sanctification, and all my redemption. And thus did the Lord
lead me further into the great mystery of union with the Son of God;
that I was joined to Him: 'Flesh of His flesh and bone of His bone '
(Eph. v. 30)."
We would notice, too, that the very chapter from which the text
of our present meditation is taken, is full of the righteousness of God
in Christ. "Drop down ye heavens from above, and let the skies
pour down righteousness. . . and let righteousness spring up
together" (verse 8). "I have raised Him up in righteousness, and
I will direct all his ways" (verse 13). "I have sworn by myself, the
the word" is gone out of my mouth in righteousness" (verse 23).
"Surely shall one say, in the Lord have I righteousness and strength"
(verse 24). And with such Scriptures as these where would be the
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sinner's hope, where your and my plea, beloved, but for the imputed
righteousness of Christ? Where indeed! When the sinner, convinced
of sin and his consequent helpless condition to recover himself, is
brought to face such Scriptures as, " There is none righteous, no not
one," " The soul that sinneth it shall die," where is his plea against
the righteous judgment of God, even of Him Who declares of Himself,
" I the Lord speak righteousness"? Oh! He has indeed spoken to
and for thee, poor sinner, who art alone hoping in His mercy and
longing for His salvation; even" He that is glorious in his apparel,
and travelling in the greatness of His strength. I that speak in
righteousness, mighty to save" (Isa. lxiii. 1). What are these" dyed
garments" and "glorious apparel" but the setting forth of the
wondrous declaration of the union of Christ with His Church 1 He,
her glorious Substitute; He, taking her place and suffering in her
stead for her sins; His taking upon Himself a sinless body in our
nature, and thus identifying Himself as one with His mystical body,
gives His people power to sing in living hope, " I will greatly rejoice
in the Lord, my soul shall be joyful in my God: for He hath clothed
me with the garments of salvation, He hath covered me with the
robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments,
and as a bride adorneth herself with her jewels" (Isa. lxi. 10). Well
may she sing of the w~nders and glories of His grace.
"Lord Jesus, are we one with Thee?
o height! 0 depth of Love!
With Thee we died upon the tree,
"Tith Thee we live above."

Oh, to dwell more on this glorious subject, fellow-believer! It will
make us learn more and more of our utter depravity and undoneness.
How can I be accepted and brought home to heaven except through
the righteousness of Christ, my adorable Surety and Substitute?
He has fulfilled the law for me; made it honourable in my stead,
and is pledged to stand before His Father's righteous throne as mine
Advocate, my glorious Substitute, my very Righteousness!
While I pen this, I recall how a beloved and aged friend many years
ago told me of her husband, for whose salvation she yearned, and
was faithful in her constant warnings and exhortations. It was not
until his deathbed, when she said, "You are not trusting in any
righteousness of your own," that she received his reply, "I've not
a rag of my own to trust in," and the ground of his hope was expressed
in that hymn" Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness
My beauty are, my glorious dress;
Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed,
With joy shall I lift up my head."

One word more upon our text which speaks another word o~ comfort,
and assurance to exercised and perplexed hearts. "I have not spoken
in secret, in a dark place of the earth." "Not in secret," not like
the heathen oracles which gave their response from the dark caverns
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with studied obscurity. Christ plainly quotes these words, thereby
identifying Himself with Jehovah (John xviii. 20). "I said not . . .
seek . . . in vain." When I commanded you to seek Me, it was
not in order that ye might be sent empty away. Especially in Israel's
time of trial, God's interposition, in behalf of Zion hereafter, is expressly
stated as about to be an answer to prayer (Isa. lxii. 6, 7-10; Ps.
cii. 13-17, 19,21). So in the case of all believers, the spiritual Israel,
" I declare things that are right, true and faithful" (Fausset).
Oh, beloved readers, we are in a profound subject and far beyond
my poor mind to express! The mercy is for grace-taught hearts,
with David to be able to say, "I know, 0 Lord, that Thy judgments
are right" (margin, "righteousness," Ps. cxix. 75) and" I will keep
Thy righteous judgments" (verse 106). In all God's ways, His
work and His will are an evidence of His righteousness. And Christ,
as the believer's righteousness, fulfils all His Father's will and purpose
in and for them. "The interchange between Christ and the believer
is that He takes their nature, they take His. He takes their sins,
they take His righteousness; He takes their poverty; they take His
riches" (Romaine). And thus the saved sinner, from the simplest
child to the most advanced saint, if not in so many words, yet in
heart expression sings with dear Toplady, when seeing the righteous
God upon His judgment throne,
" Rock of ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee."

The sweetness of those lines to the writer as given in her recent
deep exercises of soul and time of sorrow is an unforgettable time.
There was the judgment throne and there all my sins must be answered
for in myself or my glorious Surety. And lo! there between me and
the great God as my Judge stood the blessed Substitute as my complete and all-answering Righteousness, and in that Smitten Rock, in
the clefts of His wounded side, the soul wept her tears of penitential
sorrow for sin and gratitude to the Saviour from sin. It was dear
John Berridge who was heard to be saying on his deathbed, " A robe
I must have, Lord; broad as the law; spotless as the light and such
as an angel never wore; even the robe of Christ's righteousness." And
in the wonders and glories of His free and sovereign grace, all His
redeemed sons and daughters" will greatly rejoice in the Lord and
be joyful in their God, Who hath clothed them with the garments
of salvation and covered them with the robe of righteousness" (Isa.
lxi. 10). Covered! Clothed! Accepted! Oh, wondrous love! Allglorious righteousness of our God in Christ! What hope in His mercy
it brings a poor guilty undone sinner who has nowhere else to flee,
and none other to look to !
There was a foreigner many years ago, Des Barreux by name, of
eminent station in life, who was a great sinner and a profligate, but
who afterwards became a truly penitent sinner. And some time after
his conversion he wrote thus: "Great God, Thy judgments are
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full of righteousness, Thou takest pleasure in the exercise of mercy :
but I have sinned to such a height that justice demands my destruction and mercy itself seems to solicit my perdition. Disdain
my tears, strike the blow, and execute Thy judgments. I am willing
to submit, and adore, even in perishing, the equity of Thy procedure.
But on what part will the stroke fall that is not covered with the
blood of Christ 1 "
Oh! burdened sinner, thrice happy child of God, look away from
self and consider the riches of your inheritance in Him Who speaketh
in righteousness, mighty to save!
Covered under the royal banner of Jehovah-Tsidkenu-the Lord our
righteousness.
Clothed in the robe of Christ's imputed righteousness.
Accepted as made the righteousness of God in Him.

R.

IMPUTED RIGHTEOUSNESS.
"SOME who profess to be Protestant teachers have set forth very
Romeward doctrines on the subject of the Imputation of Christ's
Righteousness to us, and His vicarious life for us. The true doctrine
of the Word of God is that our Lord, Who was very and eternal God,
became very man, taking our flesh and blood, but without sin: that in
life He obeyed perfectly for us, that in death He perfectly bore the
curse for us: that all His obedience in life or death was meritorious
and for us; that every suffering, whether in life or death, was penal
and for us. Many know how grievously these truths have been set
aside, and how Christ's obedience to the law of God for us has been
denied. All who oppose these truths are dangerously false teachers,
and as such must be shunned. . . .
" It is in virtue of the merits of Christ alone, applied to the soul
through faith, that we are justified and accepted from first to last,
our salvation being wholly of God's grace."-Dr. S. P. Tregelles.
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Sermons anlJ Notes of Settttons.
THEM

WHICH

SLEEP

IN

JESUS.

NOTES OF A SERMON PREACHED MANY YEARS AGO AT ST. LUKE'S·
TEMPORARY CHURCH, BEDMINSTER, BRISTOL, ON A THURSDAY
EVENING, BY THE LATE REV. D. A. DOUDNEY, MINISTER.

" For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also
which sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him."-l THESSALONIANS
iv. 14.
THE apostle in addressing this language to his brethren in Thessalonica.
was aware that their minds were in a cloudy and unsatisfactory state
with regard to the condition of the departed.
If they did not altogether, yet they did in a great measure, fall into
the cloudy and unsatisfactory influence of the heathen around them,
of whom the apostle here speaks as having no hope, and therefore, as
he says in the closing up of this beautiful and interesting chapter,
" Wherefore comfort one another with these words," that is, with the
words he had just placed before them in reference to the state of
the departed, and of the glorious prospect which awaited those departed.
He saw there was a disposition in them to sorrow, to mourn, and to
repine, as those who had no hope.
It was a custom with the heathen to give themselves up to the
most extravagant regrets and anguish in reference to those who had
gone away.
They had no prospect of seeing them again; they had separated, as
far as they conceived, for ever.
Now, if we could shut out for a moment the Divine consolation
inseparable from the Gospel, and exclude from our minds, and extinguish all in reference to the salvation which is in Jesus, we could then
in some measure and in some degree conceive of the desolation, the
remorse, yea, the agony attendant upon the separation of relatives
and friends.
Gone from them, gone for eve"r, no more to be seen, no more to
enter into the sweets of friendship and enjoy the sweets of love.
If we could for a moment exclude from our minds all that is connected
with the Person and work of our adorable Jesus, oh, the dissatisfaction,
the unutterable anguish attendant upon such a state of things!
I am glad to leave the negative part of the subject to come to what
the apostle would desire to instruct us in these unsearchable mysteries
into which the Lord had led him. Hence he says, " I would not have
you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep."
The apostle means those which are dead, those who are gone away,
those who have departed, those who are no more with them.
And, is the apostle to be justified in speaking of that most terrible
of all things, death, in such simple glowing terms as these 1 I say it
is to be justified.

208

The Gospel Magazine

What is the source cif our anxiety from day to day, from year's end
to year's end, from almost the cradle to the grave; what gives us
intense solicitude, pain, and discomfort? It is all that is involved in
that one darksome, forbidding, gloomy, repulsive word-death.
Blot out from your vocabulary the word death, let it not find a
place there, and how different, how very different would be the state
of men's minds, I mean with regard to anxiety, and to gloomy apprehension in looking forward.
Yet the apostle changes that gloomy, forbidding, repulsive word
into that which is anything but repulsive, anything calculated to
afford pain, or discomfort, or anxiety. He substitutes for the word
death, the word sleep.
Why! there is something pleasing and agreeable, under certain
~ircumstances, in the idea of sleep.
Divest a man of sleep, and you make him wretched and miserable,
but privilege him with it, for a privilege it is, although so common
that we overlook it. We overlook its end, we forget its source, and
are unmindful of the great benefit so continuously conferred. Give
him sleep, and, oh, how grateful is that sleep. It almost of itself
produces thankfulness and gratitude. But I ask again, is the apostle
justified in speaking of death in these easy and lightsome terms?
He had a very notable example. The Lord Jesus upon one memorable occasion, when summoned to the house of the bereaved Martha
and Mary, said in reference to the message He had received concerning
the affiicted, and then dying, if not dead, Lazarus, "Our friend
Lazarus sleepeth; but I go that I may awake him out of sleep."
Now mark the idea I have just expressed with regard to sleep. His
disciples said, "Lord, if he sleep, he shall do well." Why would you
disturb his repose that may be instrumental in restoring him to health
and strength?
" Then said Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus is dead, and I am
glad for your sakes I was not there, to the intent ye may believe."
Oh, that God the Holy Ghost may be pleased to shine upon His sacred
word. It is very great, very glorious, and there is something very
consolatory in it. I say it, I, in some measure, feel it, but I realize
the necessity for the power of the Holy Ghost to be manifestly present,
to impress upon you that which I may say on this subject.
I want to meet the fears and the despondencies of the Lord's people.
It is as true to-day as when the words fell from the lips of the great
apostle, that there are those "who through fear of death are all their
lifetime subject to bondage." They, now and then, are in possession
of hope, a hope dearer than ten thousand worlds, which they would
not give up or surrender for life itself, dearer to them than anything
you could possibly put, or attempt to put, in competition with it; a
hope dearer, sweeter, more precious than language can express, which
clings to the soul most closely.
Now and then, and only now and then, as to realization, and as to
enjoyment, and as to a present certainty, are they the possessors of that
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hope. I say as to realization, the hope is always there, although they
cannot discover it.
Weak and trembling as it may be, when it is felt, they would not
give it up for a thousand worlds, but then as to that hope budding and
being in a lively and animated state, it is only now and then.
Now when that hope seems to produce a certainty, and ventures to
express itself in the confident language of the apostle, it exclaims, " I
know whom I have believed." I rejoice in Him whom I love. But
they are often the subjects of so much gloom, darkness and doubt
and apprehension. "Ah!" say some, " How will it be in ' the swellings
of Jordan,' when I come to meet the last enemy-to be assailed by
afHictions and die ~" And Satan, that ever vigilant foe, and long and
successful student of human nature, knows that he can more readily
ply that temptation than perhaps any other. He says, "Ah! you
bave been supported and sustained and spared, it is true, till now:
you have just managed to escape up to the present time, there is no
denying that," and then he will endeavour to make it appear that this
deliverance and that suffering have been commonplace, and have come
as a matter of fact and of course, and in a reasonably to be expected
way, but not by the significant, interposing hand of God.
Ah! beloved, I want you on these grounds to treasure up, if you
felt inclined to note that vigilant eye, and with the Christian's grateful
.acknowledgment, the Lord's interposing hand, you shall have abundant
-evidence of it.
Just as blessed Dr. Hawker says, " He that watches Providence,
shall never want a Providence to watch."
I want you to note the handiwork of your Father and your God.
Don't trust to your treacherous memories but seek opportunities to
note it down before the Lord, to make record before the Lord of what
He has done. To-day note each circumstance, remember such and
such anxieties, and such and such perplexities.
Note it down, let it stand in black and white before the Lord.
Look back and say, if you have to answer Satan. "That, that, a
matter of course, a thing that came by a peradventure; that to be
attributed to the mere force of circumstances, see what I saw, mark
what I felt. Whose arm was made bare ~ "
Say what the poor woman said :" Has He done all that to put me to shame and confusion at last ~ "
" Can He have taught me to trust in His Name, and thus far have
brought me to sorrow and shame ~ "
A little circumstance by way of illustration. (Shall I say it is a
little circumstance?) There are no little circumstances with our
God. What we consider great, our God considers little, and what
we consider little, He considers great. As we have often reminded
you from the lips of our Saviour, " Are not two sparrows sold for a
:farthing ~ and one of them shall not fall to the ground without your
Father."
My heart was warmed on Monday morning last by the receipt of a
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letter which I had from one of the Lord's witnesses. I would lay great,
stress upon that word, the Lord's witness, for you know He says:
" Leave thy fatherless children, I will preserve them alive; and let
thy widows trust in Me."
I am more interested in that aged servant of God, because I knew
so much of her husband. I knew the feelings with which he was about
to leave his bereaved ones in the hand of his Covenant God. She says"
" I hope to testify to the faithfulness of God."
Now, mark, it was only a few evenings ago; it was this or last night
week, that poor widow (whose husband was worth at one time not less·
than £50,000) was so extremely dependent upon the Lord, that when
she was putting on her shawl to go to Church in Birmingham, about
100 miles from this, as she looked at her shawl, she thought, " it is very
thin, I know not how I shall stand the winter." She had worn it forten years.
I was going to say, I wish some of the professed servants of God
would even wear their shawls one-third or one-fifth of that time, to.
devote their property to the Lord's poor, rather than their own pleasure
or fashion. She thought the Lord knew all about it. By the very
next morning's post, she received a letter from one deeply afflicted
whom I met in London, who said, " I know not how it is, but the Lord
hath laid it on my heart to send you a warm winter's shawl, and I
trust you will receive it safely by the train."
Oh! beloved, by these simple illustrations, I want to impress upon
your mind two things, the desirableness and the necessity of committing your way unto the Lord, and not to a fellow creature. I don't
like beggars. I suspect the genuineness of the statement when A. B. C.
comes with a long story. I don't think that the Lord sends His children
from creature to creature to ask. I think that when the soul is in a
healthy state, the Lord's people go and spread their wants before.
the mercy-seat.
What a precious interposition of the Lord's hand! All is beautifully,
wisely, lovingly, arranged with a wisdom that cannot err, with a love
that cannot be unkind. Go to the Lord with your want, go to the
mercy-seat with your cross. Oh! follow the advice of that great,
man, Dr. Hawker, who, when one said to him, he was very much
troubled to know what he might and what he might not take to the
Lord, being afraid of offending Him by going to Him with worldly
matters, and asking how far he was justified in doing so. The Doctor's:
reply was, " If your cow is sick, carry it to the Lord."
Would to God there was this blessed intimacy, and for this express
purpose, the Lord keeps His servants poor in order that they may
see Him more frequently.
He knows how prone they are to be independent of Him. In order
that this communion may be maintained, and this fellowship enjoyed,
make a note before the Lord of His kind, interposing hand; not mere}
to be encouraged or disposed to say, "By this I know that Thou
favourest me, because mine enemy hath not triumphed over me," but
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that you may be furnished with an answer when Satan comes with his
-crafty and cruel suggestions.
" Has God loved, and sustained, and protected me thus far, and
would it be Godlike to leave me? that be far from Thee."
Suppose that death be gloomy, is not God acquainted with the fact,
does He not know it personally and experimentally? If these were
His feelings and expressions, do you think He cannot feel for me ?
Will not He stand by me to sustain me-to put strength in me ?
Did He put Himself in circumstances that He should stand in need of
an angel to strengthen Him, and do you think He will be unmindful
'Of His poor, trembling worm of the earth? All these interpositions
by the way, all these indications of interest, all these manifestations
of love and benevolence and care are precious tokens with which you
might ply Satan in answer. Let your unbelieving hearts lead you to
hope that He Who hath done the less will do the greater.
" 0 death, where is thy sting? 0 grave, where is thy victory? "
There was a sting in death before Christ died, and there has never
been one since. Death never had but one sting, and it lost it the
moment Christ died.
Treasure that thought, brother. "The sting of death is sin, and
the strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, which giveth
us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my beloved
brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work
'Of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in
the Lord."
Was Paul mocking the Corinthians when he wrote this-" Be ye
steadfast " ?
Do you think you are afraid of a serpent when the sting is taken
out of his mouth? We are afraid of those reptiles because they have
a sting, and we are afraid of their venom.
Death is not an enemy of the child of God, but is a porter that stands
at the gate and ushers me into the presence of" the King in His beauty."
Shall Death be at hand, I fear not undressing,
But cheerfully throw off these garments of day.
To die in the Lord is a Covenant blessing,
Since Jesus in glory has led the same way.

In place of looking forward with apprehension, we should look
forward with composure.
The Apostle Paul called it sleep, not merely in the place before us,
but in 1 Corinthians xv. I have told you why it is not death, but
sleep, because the sting is gone. The Lord Jesus snatched it away
from death, and never let it have it again. Death is disarmed. "Sleep
to the labouring man is sweet," so will it be with the child of God after
all the toil and trouble of the wilderness.
You will be called in the Lord's time, of course, to lay your head
upon the bosom of Jesus, and fall into His sweet arms.
I was thinking just now of the position of a believer.
Now some of you cannot say, but long to say, that Christ is yours
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and that you are His. It is a proof that you are interested from that
intense longing to say it. It would be naught if you had no interest
in the subject. Do you think, you who are afraid of death, and are
the subjects of all this bondage, that if you could have a sight of Christ,
you could lean upon His bosom with satisfaction and without fear,.
and trust yourself in His arms 1 Do you think you could 1 Now
I put the question solemnly. Do you think, supposing you were called
to pass from time into eternity before to-morrow's dawn, that if it
was intimated to you that before to-morrows' sun shall rise, you should
depart, that if there could be the assurance that Christ was at hand,
and very present, hovering over very near, you could say, " If I am
but permitted to realize that Christ is near, and to lay my head upon
His bosom, and fall into my last slumber, I shall be satisfied." I put,
it to you solemnly.
Do you think that if you could but realize that Christ was at hand,.
and lay hold of Him like the dear babe, satisfied at his mother's bosom,
do you think if you could repose upon the bosom of Christ and sweetly
sleep away you would be satisfied 1 Again, I put the question solemnly.
I am perfectly justified in saying that no natural man would be satisfied
to venture upon Christ. He neither knows nor cares for Him. There
is no longing after Him, no craving for Him, and by and by, when he
shall see Him in the clouds of heaven, it will not be that He shall be
desired of him. No desire for Christ-very different from the language
" Give me Christ or else I die." That bespeaks interest, the Spirit's.
work in the soul, which He will honour and crown wi h abundance.
Just endeavour to set that idea before you, to repose upon the Master's.
breast, as that little babe would upon its mother's bosom.
Attempt to get that little one to sleep if you can, especially if the
mother is near. There is no rest for the child of God in the world. It
is only Jesus Who can put His loved ones to rest upon His bosom,.
and the very drawing of His loved ones to rest there proves the necessity.
Although the little one cannot speak all it feels and experiences, and
although there may be a dozen mothers there, and but that one infant,
yet it knows which is its mother. There is no rest until it gets to her
bosom, and so it is with the Lord's loved and reposing ones. It is
Jesu's bosom, it is only the sight by faith and the realization that He
IS near.
We take wrong views of death in this respect. I want you still to
carry out the idea of sleep. Now yoU: would think it a very strange
thing if you saw that man sit down after his morning's meal and fall
asleep. You would think there was something wrong. But mark
that same individual at the close of the day after its toils and occupations. The very man who was so hale and robust in the morning, and
would spurn the idea of sleep, craves it after the toils and occupation
of the day.
So it is, beloved, in regard to the occupations of the long day of life.
We are not ready, not reconciled to lie down and indulge in our las
slumber, when we are in health and strength, and are occupied with our
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duties and engagements. But by and by, when our duties are over~
when the day is closing, and the Lord will lay affliction upon us, then
like the labouring man who desires repose, so shall we.
We shall be reconciled to the sleep.
How many wearied, wasted and worn ones, even in a natural sense,
are reconciled to die. Talk to the skilled physician, talk to the individual who is in the habit of visiting the sick and the dying. He will
tell you that he has met with cases where from the very nature of the
malady, they are reconciled to die.
Shall this be the case naturally, shall men without any hope beyond
the grave be reconciled and long to fall asleep in the arms of death,
and a child of God be divested of that sweet privilege of possessing a
hope full of life and immortality? Oh! then upon these grounds,
fall back upon this verse: "Thy shoes shall be iron and brass, and as,
thy days, so shall thy strength be."
When Satan says you shall have a trial you have never yet encountered, tell him the promise stands, " As thy days, so shall thy strength
be." Tell him you have had many a trial which would have utterly
overwhelmed you, if the everlasting arms had not been underneath.
Tell him your God is able to sustain, and give you additional strength,
and will do for you" exceeding abundantly above all that you ask or
think," and that He has never promised dying strength for a living
hour, but that you will have strength in the dying hour. "He hath
said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee" and also, " When thou
walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the·
flame kindle upon thee." I shall find His presence and His power in
the darkening valley and in the shadow of death.
The Lord give you to say that death is a sleep, and to be looking
forward to the realization of the sweet presence of Jesus, when He
shall be calling you, and the word shall be, "The Master cometh.'~
The Lord Jesus will manifest Himself, and you will be enabled to say
like David: "I will fear no evil."
The Lord add His blessing. Amen.

THE BIBLICAL PLAGUES.

No. 4: FLIES.
By MR. TREVOR T. EDWARDS, F.R.H.S., OF EDINBURGH.
EGYPT, the land of the shining river on which had come the curse
of death; the land of the fertile green band on which had come the
noisomeness of green croaking creatures; the land of unblemished
ceremonial cleanness on which defilement had come; the land on
which already the mantle of decay had begun to settle. This fourth
plague is marked by the words-" I will sever . . . I will put a
division between My people and thy people" (Exod. viii. 21, 22).
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God puts a difference between the good and the bad, both here and
hereafter; though oftentimes both companies appear to be treated
~like in this world, " for He maketh His sun to rise on the evil and on
the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust" (Matt. v.
45). "All things come alike to all" (Eccles. ix. 2). But God does
not treat alike all nations as such, for He favours those that observe
His laws. Alas! oh, Britain, though thou dost fight for a high
€thical ideal and for the security of civilization, thou hast lost thy
leading idea-the proclamation of God before the world. Separation:
for we learn in Scripture that God's power is as great as His love,
~nd that whatever happened to Egypt, Israel was as safe as the
pavilion of the Divine protection.
The old alternative comes again, "Let My people go, that they
may serve Me" (Exod. v. 1, 2; viii. 1, 2, 20). Stroke after stroke
descends, yet impenitence is persevered in, the sphere of judgment
is widening. Did Pharaoh think within his heart that the need of
protecting his subjects was a safeguard against God's proceeding to
extremities with himself. Pharaoh was a diplomat who worked by
expediency and compromise. Principle, not expediency, is the
Christian rule. He is trusted a second time (verse 21). Oh, that
Pharaoh had been wise and had been able to sing as David sang, " I
will sing of mercy and of judgment . . . I will behave myself wisely
. . . I will set no wicked thing before mine eyes" (Ps. ci., all of it).
Alas! of Pharaoh, the pagan saying is truer, " Whom the gods propose
to destroy, they first make mad." For in these plague of three plus
three plus three plus one we see message after message, judgment
after judgment; a solemn ensample in separation. 'Swarms of
flies upon thee, and upon thy servants, and upon thy people, and into
thy houses: and the houses of the Egyptians shall be full of swarms
of flies, and also the ground whereon they are. And I will sever in
that day the land of Goshen, in which My people dwell, that no
swarms of flies shall be there" (Exod. viii., verses 21, 22).
On the morrow there was heard on the clear air on the land of
Egypt a hum, harbinger of a great dark cloud; the buzz-buzz of a
mighty fleet of flapping wings terrible in its onsurge. It, was the
far-off drone of an air-raid-precursor of the modern terror. These
flies swarmed all over the land of Egypt, they settled on every living
thing, upon the face, into the corners of the eyes and on the edge of the
€yelids, and as they settled they stung their victims with their blatta bite
(Blatta orientalis, a species of beetle; not the Musca domestica, the
common house-fly. They were blood-sucking creatures). All employment ceased in Egypt and sleep was impossible. It was a time of
intense pain and irritation, concerning which Scripture says, "the
land was destroyed by reason of the swarms of flies" (verse 24,
margin). Against all this Baal-zebub, a god reverenced as a protector
from flies, was powerless. Powerless also was this god to say Yea
or Nay at this time in the land of Goshen, "to the end that thou
mayest know that I am the Lord in the midst of the eart,h " (verse 22).
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The duty of God's servants is to rebuke the great of earth: "Let
not Pharaoh deal deceitfully any more" (verse 29). Deceit is
despicable in the least of men-much more is it so in princes. Subterfuge, tricks, lies-these are the resources of the weak in character.
Deceit has a favourite niche in diplomacy. Deceit with compromise
is the soul of diplomacy, the oil of the clever politician and partyseeker, the oil, as has been said, whereby the wheels of the world
are made to run smoothly. Compromise between vice and virtue is
an insult to virtue. Doctrine is either false or true and a half truth
is a whole lie.
.
Pharaoh failed to keep his word so that the simple request might
be granted in letting these people slip away for a while to sacrifice
unto the Lord their God (verse 28). But why slip away into the
desert? why not offer these sacrifices in Egypt? Moses said, "It
is not meet so to do; for we shall sacrifice the abomination of the
Egyptians to the Lord our God: 10, shall we sacrifice the abomination
of the Egyptians before their eyes, and will they not stone us? "
(verse 26). It is not meet that we should sacrifice in Egypt bulls
and rams and goats and turtledoves, which the Egyptians regard as
gods. Lo I shall the gods of Egypt be sacrificed before their very
eyes, and they stone us not ? No, if we sacrifice, we go into the
desert as the Lord our God has commanded us. Seeing the resolute
purpose of this terrible Hebrew, Pharaoh consented, adding, "Ye
shall not go very far away" I (verse 28). History is not silent as
a comment on this precaution: "When the Romans took possession
of Egypt, the people submitted without the least resistance to have
their lives and property at the mercy of the foreign nation: but one
of the Roman soldiers happening to kill a cat in the streets of Alexandria,
they rose on him and tore him limb from limb, and the excitement
was so violent that the generals overlooked the outrage for fear of an
insurrection" (Bacon's Essays, Diodorus Sic., i. 83).
If man is to worship aright he must worship God alone. If we
worship any other god, we have no excuse, as Elijah the Tishbite
reminded Ahaziah when he went inquiring of Baal-zebub, the god of
Ekron (2 Kings i. 2). And- who is Baal-zebub, prince and lord-god
of flies? Christ called Baal-zebub the prince of devils; he is none
other than Satan himself (Matt. xii. 24 to 27)-" the prince of the
power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of
disobedience" (Eph. ii. 2).

l

"GOOD words will not q.o without good works. Talking without
walking is not enough."-Philip Henry.
"NEITHER ought miracles to persuade us to do contrary to God's
Word. For the Scriptures have, for a warning hereof, foreshowed
that the kingdom of Antichrist shall be mighty in miracles and wonders
to the strong illusion of all the reprobate."-Homily A.gainst the Peril
of Idolatry.
15
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A MISSIONARY FAMILY.
"The appointment of the Rev. Alfred Houghton to be Assistant Bishop
to the Bishop of Rangoon calls for special notice, not only because of
Mr. Houghton's fitness for the office as one who has been the means
of establishing and building up a very remarkable pioneer Mission in
Upper Burma, but as an incident in the history of a missionary-hearted
family. The Rev. Thomas Houghton and the late Mrs. Houghton
gave three sons and two daughters to the work of the Gospel
abroad, while their eldest son laid down his life in the Great War
of 1914-18, and their youngest daughter was called to the Master's
presence soon after commencing her work for Him in China.
The second son, the Rev. Frank Houghton, went out to China in
1920, and in 1937 was consecrated Bishop of Eastern Szechwan.
The third son, the Rev. Alfred Thomas Houghton, served in
India in the Great War, was ordained in 1921, and after serving
the curacy of Holy Trinity, Tunbridge Wells, went out as a B.C.M.S.
missionary to Mohnyin, Upper Burma. The result of his labours and
those of his fellow-missionaries, under God's blessing, is to be seen in
the extensive mission whose history is recorded in Mr. Houghton's very
interesting book, Dense Jungle Green. From his valued leadership of
the Upper Burma Mission, Mr. Houghton has now been called to
assist in the episcopal oversight of the diocese of Rangoon. The
prayer and good wishes of his many friends will be with him as he
takes up the new burden."
The above notice is taken from The English Churchman of March 28th
last.
We reprint it with the words on our lips and in our hearts, " Rejoice
with trembling." We feel that the position of a bishop in these
days is fraught with spiritual danger, especially if occupied in an
English diocese. There is, of course, danger in every position. We
all need to take heed constantly to the injunction, "Let him that
thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall" (1 Cor. x. 12).
Whatever position we occupy we are in daily and hourly need of
being delivered from the power of the world, the flesh, and the devil.
Only as we are" kept by the power of God" can we stand out faithfully
against error, compromise, and sin.
We have three sons dedicated to missionary work. Our youngest
son (Stanley) is one of the masters in the China Inland Mission School
in Chefoo. We have no doubt that our readers will be interested to
see the above cutting from the pen of the Editor of The English
Churchman, but we would earnestly ask our readers to remember our
three sons in prayer, that the Lord Himself would enable them ever
to walk humbly before Him and to stand fast in the faith once for
all delivered to the saints.
quaintly said: "The Lord washes His people's hearts
here; in heaven He will also wash their brains."

BERRIDGE

The Gospel Magazine
THE

BUILDING

OF

217

GOD.

SOLOMON was seven years in building the house of the Lord. When
it was finished he began his own house: this took thirteen years to
complete. Its dimensions in length and breadth were greater than
that of the temple. The height of the two buildings was the same.
The plan of the holy house had been left to Solomon by David, with
a vast amount of the wherewithal. It had been Solomon's own
architects who drew up the appointments of his own dwelling. Our
own dwellings seem to cover a larger space in this world and life. We
spread abroad on the right and on the left. We have to wait and see
what providences come and go in the rearing up of our histories, and
it takes longer in a way than does the building of the Lord. We know
beforehand what His" Plan of Salvation" is. But we do not know
how He is to order our circumstances, and so the time is longer. But
no one has ever had built round him a house that reaches higher than
the Holy House of God. And for a little additional space on the
earth we need to find room for our long home.
When Solomon had finished his own house, we learn from
2 Chronicles viii. 11, " He brought up the daughter of Pharaoh out
of the city of David, unto the house that he had built for her: for he
said, My wife shall not dwell in the house of David king of Israel,
because the places are holy whereunto the ark of the Lord hath come."
She was his Egyptian wife, and we know no more of her, except that
she was not the mother of Rehoboam, son and successor of the throne
of Israel. His mother was an Ammonitess, and of the progenitors of
the Lord-along with others who were" outside the pale." Such is
His mercy and will for our instruction. It seems a strange reason for
Solomon's forbidding his wife a home in Zion-that it was holy. Did
he fear that she would introduce her Egyptian rites ~ or did he mean
that no regal pomp must be associated with the place of God's holiness,
entirely necessary as it might be in its own place ~ The magnificence
of the royal house marked a distinction between small and great.
There was one class only in the house of God. It was built for His
worship: the only beauty it had was the" beauty of holiness." The
apostle said, "The temple of God is holy, which temple ye are "those who had been wrought of God for a place therein, and of Him
only.
Building and demolishing have been the order of the day since
Cain built a city, and called its name after the name of his son Enoch
(not the" seventh from Adam": his building was of another kind).
Nimrod built as much as he might of the Tower of Babel, with brick
instead of stone and slime instead of mortar. Its composition was of
substitutes and not of realities, like the religion of Babylon. But
God brought it to an end, and it never reached heaven, nor will its
counterpart. What a different man Nehemiah was from Nimrod.
The latter burned with defiance to the Almighty, the former was
fired with holy zeal for His great and dear Name, as he rode round the
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ruins of Jerusalem and prayed and wrought for their restoration.
The man of Judah said that the strength of the bearers of burdens was
diminished and there was much rubbish. This was fact, and perhaps
the men of Judah meant it not as a discouragement, as it might appear
to be. Certainly it frequently feels as if it is as they say, strength
diminishes: rubbish lies there, or increases. But Nehemiah knew
Whom he believed, and still worked, still prayed, still, if need so
required, fought, still builded. The Apostle Jude enjoined his friends
to build themselves up in their most holy faith and to keep themselves
in the love of God. He had been mentioning the dreadfulness of
wicked and abandoned men, mockers and defiers of God, and
then turned in love to his friends-those that were sanctified by
God in faith, preserved in Christ Jesus and called. They were' to
keep themselves in the love of God and build themselves up in
their most holy faith. If they did this, they would, day by day,
wait, pray, and work, submit to His providence, listen for the
words of His favour, learn to prize forgiveness, and know what it is to
receive the Atonement. Many are His commandments, but none
are grievous, for the love of God is in them all, and the patient waiting
for Christ. Labours and cares and heart sinkings are all in His hands,
and a holy faith believes this and looks up. The affairs of the world,
the Church, and one's own house are on Christ's shoulder, and presently, when His temple is finished, the glory of the Lord will fill the
House of the Lord.
FOLLOWER-ON.

THE LORD'S BRETHREN.
" James, the Lord's brother! "
What sweet truth is here!
(If lit by the Spirit,
To make it shine clear.)
What great condescension,
That he, Lord of all,
Should have human brother,
Involved in the Fall!
It filled me with wonder,
Which seemed but to grow,
That He, God Almighty,
Should stoop down so low!
But then this sweet sentence
Did on my heart fall :
" He is not ashamed
Them bretb ren to call."
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His kindness amazed me,
His love filled my heart!
That we, as his brethren,
With Him should bear part!
For of many brethren
The Firstbom is He;
And each to his image
Conformed shall be.
Yes; He like unto them
Was made-without sin;
That He all to glory
Might safely bring in !
" And who are my brethren 1 "
We hear Jesus say;
" Who heareth and doeth
God's will; even they."
And " What to the least one
Of these ye have done;
To Me ye have done it,
For we are but one! "
These brethren, how favoured !
Joint-heirs with their Lord!
And heirs of His Father!
The kingdom assured!
And this the blest Spirit
Revealed e'en to me;
That I in that kingdom,
For ever should be!

o

praise ye the Father!
And praise His dear Son!
Give praise to the Spirit!
The great Three in One !
v. C. W., January, 1940.

" IF saved by grace, the redeemed remembers the mire from which
he was lifted, and his attitide toward the lost is one of sympathy and
pity. He knows that but for the grace of God he, too, would have
been in the same state as those who perish, and his song is, ' Not unto
us, 0 Lord, not unto us, but unto Thy name give glory, for Thy mercy
and for Thy truth's sake.' "-Prof. Loraine Boettner.
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"SIMPLICITY IN PREACHING."
By THE LATE BISHOP J. C. RYLE.
3. SIMPLE WORDS AND SIMPLE COMPOSITION.
THE second hint I would give is this: Try to use in all your sermons,
as far as you can, simple words. In saying this, however, I must
explain myself. When I talk of simple words, I do not mean words
of only one syllable, or words which are purely Saxon. I cannot in
this matter agree with Archbishop Whateley. I think he goes too
far in his recommendation of Saxon, though there is much truth in
what he says about it. I rather prefer the saying of that wise old
heathen, Cicero, when he said that orators should try to use words
which are " in daily common use" amongst the people. Whether the
words are Saxon or not, or of two or three syllables, it does not matter
so long as they are words commonly used and understood by the people.
Only, whatever you do, beware of what the poor shrewdly call" dictionary" words, that is, of words which are abstract, or scientific, or
pedantic, or complicated, or indefinite, or very long. They may .seem
very fine and sound very grand, but they are rarely of any use. The
most powerful and forcible words, as a rule, are very short.
Let me say one word more to confirm what I have stated about that
common fallacy of the desirableness of always using Saxon English.
I would remind you that a vast number of words of other than Saxon
origin are used by writers of notorious simplicity. Take, for instance,
the famous work of John Bunyan, and look at the very title of it,
The Pilgrim's Progress. Neither of the leading words in that title is
Saxon. Would he have improved matters if he had called it The
Wayfarer's Walk 1 In saying this I admit freely that words of French
and Latin origin are generally inferior to Saxon, and, as a rule, I should
say, use strong pure Saxon words if you can. All I mean to say is,
that you must not think it a matter of course that words cannot be
good and simple if they are not of Saxon origin. In any case, beware
of long words. Dr. Gee, in his excellent book, Our Sermons (Longman),
very ably points out the uselessness of using long words and expressions
not in common use. For example, he says, " Talk of happiness rather
than of felicity, talk of almighty rather than omnipotent, lessen rather
than diminish, forbidden rather than proscribed, hateful rather than
noxious, seeming rather than apparent, afterwards rather than subsequently, call out and draw forth instead of evoke and educe." We
all need to be pulled up sharply on these points. It is very well to
use fine words at Oxford and Cambridge, before classical hearers and
in preaching before educated audiences. But depend upon it, when
you preach to ordinary congregations, the sooner you throw overboard
this sort of English, and use plain common words, the better. One
thing, at all events, is quite certain, without simple words you will
never attain simplicity in preaching.
The third hint I would offer, if you wish to attain simplicity in
preaching, is this: take care to aim at a simple style of composition.

,.......
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I will try to illustrate what I mean. If you take up the sermons
preached by that great and wonderful man, Dr. Chalmers, you can
hardly fail to see what an enormous number of lines you meet with
without coming to a full stop. This I cannot but regard as a great
mistake. It may suit Scotland, but it will never do for England. If
you would attain a simple style of composition, beware of writing
many lines without coming to a pause, and so allowing the minds of
your hearers to take breathe Beware of colons and semicolons.
Stick to commas and full stops, and take care to write as if you were
asthmatical or short of breath. Never write or speak very long
sentences or long paragraphs. Use stops frequently, and start again,
and the oftener you do this the more likely you are to attain a simple
style of composition. Enormous sentences full of colons, semicolons,
and parentheses, with paragraphs of two or three pages' length,
are utterly fatal to simplicity. We should bear in mind that preachers
have to do with hearers and not readers, and that what will" read"
well will not always" speak" well. A reader of English can always
help himself by looking back a few lines and refreshing his mind. A
hearer of English hears once for all, and if he loses the thread of your
sermon in a long involved sentence, he very likely never finds it again.
Again, simplicity in your style of composition depends very much
upon the proper use of proverbs and epigrammatic sentences. This
is of vast importance. Here, I think, is the value of much that you
find in Matthew Henry's Commentary, and Bishop Hall's Contemplations.
There are some good sayings of this sort in a book not known so well
as it should be, called Papers on Preaching by a W ykehamist. Take
a few examples of what I mean: "What we weave in time we wear
in eternity." "Hell is paved with good intentions." "Sin forsaken
is one of the best evidences of sin forgiven." "It matters little how
we die, but it matters much how we live." "Meddle with no man's
person, but spare no man's sin." "The street is soon clean when every
one sweeps before his own door." "Lying rides on debt's back: it is
hard for an empty bag to stand upright." "He that begins with
prayer will end with praise." "All is not gold that glitters." "In
religion, as in business, there are no gains without pains." "In the
Bible there are shallows where a lamb can wade, and depths where an
elephant must swim." "One thief on the cross was saved, that none
should despair, and only one, that none should presume."
Proverbial, epigrammatic, and antithetical sayings of this kind
give wonderful perspicuousness and force to a sermon. Labour to
store your minds with them. Use them judiciously, and especially
at the end of paragraphs, and you will find them an immense help to
the attainment of a simple style of composition. But of long, involved,
complicated sentences always beware.

f-

THE obedience of Christ, our Surety, is the ground and meritorious
cause of our justification."

H
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MARRIAGE, "ONLY IN THE LORD."
" THERE is no Scripture command making marriage imperative to a.
believer, nor is there any Scripture prohibition; 'marriage is honourable in all' (Heb. xiii. 4). For God's people, however, the divinely
set limit is: 'ONLY IN THE LORD' (verse 39).
" A rightly exercised Child of God would desire above all else to
honour his Lord, and surely to become deliberately united for life with
one devoid of any evidence of grace is to court Egyptian pleasures
before the things of God. rhe great antitype of marriage is the union
between Christ and His Church (Ephes. vi. 22-33), which to a believer
invests the natural jointure with a very sacred significance. Christian
marriage is a 'being heirs together of the grace of life' (1 Peter iii. 7),
but to be wilfully 'yoked together with an unbeliever' until one of
the couple dies, is to enter upon a state in which lifelong bondage is
invited and the believing party's' prayers hindered.' That the Lord
has, in infinite mercy and sovereign goodness, called by His grace the
unbelieving partner of such an unequal marriage, is no guarantee that
He will do so as a rule; nor is this Divine mercy any sign that the
believing party was innocent in contracting the union. The eternal
God' giveth not account of His matters,' and to disregard His plain
directions under a presumption of His sovereign power to right a
wrong for the convenience of a disobedient child, is to gamble with
Divine mercy and to tempt God; conduct which will most certainly
be visited with His displeasure. Though for Christ's sake He pardons
a sinner, He never justifies or condones sin. How many lives we have
known irretrievably embittered in the very tenderest natural relationship by this most reckless step !

*

*

*
*
" The interests of any children of such a marriage is a further and
very highly important consideration. Sad in the extreme it is to
observe in this land of ours a large majority of parents training their
offspring in godlessness, so that there is a very real danger that the
next generation will practically know no distinction between weekdays and the Sabbath, will be entirely ignorant of the Scriptures, and
have no respect for God, for religion, places of worship, or ministers
of the Gospel. But when one of the parents is a possessor of grace;
the conflicting interests are transmitted to the children, to their
detriment and the marring of filial confidence and respect. The one
wishing to bring up the children 'in the nurture and admonition
of the Lord' (Eph. vi. 4) would probably find constant obstruction
from the influence of the example of the other parent. "-The Gospel
Standard.

*

" You have just as much worthiness for a pardon as the cross-thief
had, which is none at all; and in your best estate you will never
have any more."-John Berridge.
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JPoung follts' page.
THE PLAN FOILED.

stands in the great city of Liverpool a church called
St. Nathaniel's, Windsor. It was built in a very poor and crowded
neighbourhood, with a dreadful reputation for wickedness; and
there, during the ministry of Canon Richard Hobson, the first vicar,
a wonderful transformation took place. Canon Hobson's name is
still honoured in Liverpool, and the good work which he began
continues still at St. Nathaniel's. He tells the story of his experiences
in an interesting book, which he called, What Bath God Wrought?;
for he felt that to God alone belonged the glory.
It is a story from Canon Hobson's early days that I am going to
tell you now. He was born and brought up in Ireland in poor circumstances. At one time he stayed for long periods at his grandmother's
house, so that he could more easily attend the parish school. There
were several young aunts and uncles of Richard's living in his grandmother's house, some of them not a great many years older than
he was; and it was whilst he was there that his father's youngest
sister Frances, a girl of eighteen, was converted through the ministry
of a travelling preacher. This man preached the Gospel of the grace
of God in sending His Son to die on the cross for sinners, so that,
believing on Him, they might have eternal life. The Lord opened
the heart of Frances; she saw that she herself was one of the poor
lost ones whom Jesus came to seek and to save, and her heart was
drawn out in love and thankfulness to her Redeemer. She began
to hold little meetings among -her friends, when one and another
would tell of the Lord's dealings with their souls.
It often happens that when a good work is being done, Satan will
try to oppose it, just as in the parable the birds of the air were watching
to swoop down and snatch away the seed. So it was with Frances ;
whilst she met with much encouragement, yet she had to meet a
good deal of opposition. In her own family her youngest brother
was inclined to make fun of her, and two friends of his, Miles and
Edward, went further and made plans to try to upset her meetings.
Edward, the younger of the two brothers, was just a boy on the
verge of being grown-up, and evidently full of fun and mischief.
One day he discovered that Frances, taking her little cousin Richard
Hobson with -her, was going to hold a prayer-meeting in the house
of a Christian friend of hers, a widow with two children. I call it
a house, but it was just a one-roomed hut with nothing but a hole
in the roof where the chimney should have been. This hut or cabin
was in a bog, that is, a part where the turf is cut for peat and used
as fuel. Edward, full of spirits and energy, thought of a plan which
would entirely upset poor Frances in her meeting. I do not suppose
for a moment that he realized what a serious thing he was doing
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in trying to oppose the work of the Holy Spirit; but it shows how
easily a thoughtless love of mischief may lead to actual sin. Edward
was (unconsciously, perhaps) behaving as the birds of the air did
in snatching away the seed that was being sown.
This was his plan. He would wait until the meeting was in full
swing, then, arming himself with a great sod of turf, he would creep
up to the cabin, climb on to the roof, and drop the turf on to the
fire beneath. You can just imagine what a disturbance there would
be among the little company; the sudden crash of the big sod on to
the fire, the smoke and hissing and scattering of ashes all over the
room. It would be quite impossible for the little meeting to go on.
So at the time appointed Frances and Richard arrived at the hut.
Richard, a little lad of eight or nine, often used to go with Frances
to help with the singing. She found that if she started the tune,
she always contrived to begin too high or too low! But Richard's
sweet voice could be relied on to find the right pitch. He liked going
with Frances, for the work of grace had already begun in his own
soul.
The meeting began as usual. Then Edward, hiding outside, prepared
his missile, and crept up to the hut. But just as he was getting
ready to throw the turf down the chimney-hole, he heard a voice
below. It was Frances praying. I do not know what she said;
she was only a poor girl with no special gifts or education. But
she had been taught of God, and it is the lowly and the meek whom
God often uses as His messengers. I t was so in this case; Edward
was arrested in the very act of trying to upset the meeting. It was
as if his soul had been pierced by an arrow from the hand of the Lord.
He turned away, laid down the sod, and crept off, suddenly convicted
of his own sinfulness in the sight of God. But the Lord did not stop
there: He maketh sore and bindeth up; He woundeth and His
hands make whole. And having given to Edward this sight of his
sin, He led him to Calvary and showed him the Saviour; for" none
but Jesus can do helpless sinners good." It was not very long afterwards that at another little meeting Richard heard Edward tell of
what he had planned and how he had been hindered; and Richard
saw the tears streaming down the lad's face as he told his story.
Does it not remind you of the conversion of Paul? The same
Saviour Who met with Saul of Tarsus on the Damascus road and
changed the whole purpose of his life, is He Who met with this Irish
boy and saved him, as it were, against his own will. If the Good
Shepherd goes out to seek a lost and straying sheep, He never ceases
until He finds it and brings it home rejoicing.
DAMARIS.
" BRIEFLY, in all the works of God, this is usual to be seen: that He
worketh evermore most excellent things by instruments most humble,
and which seem farthest off."-Erasmus Middleton.
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in :ff!llemoriam.
PASTOR CORNELIUS WILLIAM BARNES.
By MR. S. C. NAISH.
IN the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for September, 1894:, appears a portrait and
memoir of Mr. H. W. Wakefield, who, for thirty-eight years previously
to that date, had been the pastor of the Tabernacle Independent
Chapel, Parade, Birmingham. At the close of the memoir we read,
"Mr. Wakefield will be mourned and missed, but in our heart of
hearts we shall not desire him back again," and now that his successor,
Cornelius William Barnes, has been called to his eternal rest at the
advanced age of 82, after a faithful pastorate, covering the intervening
forty-six years, we who remain to bear the loss of one whom we loved
for his personality, and esteemed for his ministry, can use the same
expression in the memory of our beloved friend.
Mr. Barnes was called by grace as a young man through the instrumentality of Mr. Wakefield, to whose evangelical ministry he would
often refer in terms of warm appreciation.
An outstanding feature of his character was humility; he was made
deeply sensible of " the plague of his own heart" of which he spoke
frequently as " a cage of unclean birds," and he well knew and could
speak by gracious experience of the need and efficacy of the precious
blood of the Lamb, " as it had been slain," to cleanse from the guilt
and filth of sin.
Mr. Barnes' ministry was marked by a close acquaintance with and
adherence to the Scriptures of truth, and his sermons, in their constant
references to passages and texts from the Word of God in proving
the points which he advanced, approximated not seldom to Bible
readings.
Though of a loving spirit, he was especially severe in his denunciation
of Popery and Modernism in any of its branches. The solemn manner
in which he would warn his hearers of the awful end of the impenitent
sinner, and then with a face beaming with gladness point the way to
salvation in proclaiming the unsearchable riches of Christ, will be long
remembered by many who at the Tabernacle and elsewhere have been
privileged to sit under his ministry.
He was indeed a Calvinistic Independent "of the old school,"
holding the" one baptism" of the Holy Ghost, and as such, over a
long period of years, had served the Independent and Huntingtonian
causes in different parts of the country, at most of which he must
have preached at one time or another, being especially favoured in
the administration of the Lord's Supper, where he delighted to extol
the Lord Jesus Christ as the Friend of sinners.
His ministry was also valued amongst a small circle of Strict Baptist8
who will mourn his departure, feeling him to have been a " brother
beloved" in that sacred relationship which transcends denomination
or sect.
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But in the hearts of many Mr. Barnes will be remembered rather
as a pastor than as preacher; at the sick-bed he was a wise and sympathetic visit~r, while in the home where his visits (latterly too infrequent)
were anticipated and welcomed he would never leave without reading
and prayer, embracing every member of the family, absent or present.
His love and care for children was shown by the deep interest that
he took in the Sunday School, over 250 children being at one time on
the books, nearly all of whom came from the poor district surrounding
the chapel. Of late years, however, the school had gradually dwindled,
largely owing to the moving of hundreds of families from the immediate
locality to housing estates at a distance.
Mr. Barnes had been observed to be gradually failing in strength,
though enabled to maintain his ministry, in which till the last week
his powerful voice lost little of its accustomed tone. The last time,
however, that he occupied the pulpit he was evidently struggling with
physical weakness and a partial loss of memory, after which he returned
home, and from a remark made to his daughter he evidently felt that
his work on earth was done.
Shortly after this he was the subject of a seizure which affected his
mental powers, followed by a second stroke a week later, by which
he lost the use of his limbs.
By these sad affiictions, our loved pastor was rendered incapable of
leaving a parting message, but" we sorrow not as those that are without
hope," for when the news came that his redeemed spirit had left his
mortal body about midday on February 22nd, one felt that truly
" he was not, for God took him."

MISS M. E. McCAUSLAND.
ANOTHER of our readers has been called Home. Miss M. E. McCausland
was a sister of Mrs. Malcolm Simms, of " Littlehome," Ormiston Park,
Knock, Co. Down. We gather that she was in the habit of taking
three copies of the MAGAZINE, and had almost reached the ripe age of
88. "She was called Home, to be with the Lord, at 4 a.m. on the
13th of March last. The funeral took place at Eastbourne, the Curate
of Holy Trinity being the officiating minister. Her home was at
Ascot, in Berkshire."
.
Though we had not the privilege of knowing her personally, we have
had frequent letters from her sister, Mrs. Malcolm Simms, a very
warm subscriber of the MAGAZINE and a valiant witness for the old
truths of the Gospel.
Our warm Christian sympathy is extended to Mrs. Simms and any
other surviving members of the family. "The Day is at hand."
Then resurrection glory will be the eternal portion of all who have
died in the Lord. Let us " hope to the end for the grace that is to be
brought unto us at the revelation of Jesus Christ" (1 Pet. i. 13).

.'

The Gospel Magazine

227

MR. WILLIAM ARTHUR DAVENPORT.
RECENTLY (on March 15th) we received a letter saying, " I am sorry
to say my dear brother was called Home on Oct. 17th last." The
reference was to Mr. W. A. Davenport, of "Roseleigh," Bratton,
Wellington, Salop. He had reached the ripe age of 88. He was in
the habit of taking two copies of the Magazine, besides subscribing to
the GOSPEL MAGAZINE Fund.
We had not the pleasure of knowing him, but his removal reminds
us that a great many of our aged readers are being called Home. In
some instances, we are glad to say, the younger members of a family
continue taking the Magazine, and value its contents. We hope and
pray that this may be so in all the families where the Magazine has
been regularly welcomed for a great number of years. Our Christian
sympathy goes out to the relatives of him who is the subject of this
brief notice.
~OtttsponlJentt.

OLD

AGE

PENSIONERS AND THE "GOSPEL
MAGAZINE."
To the Trustees of the "Gospel Magazine Fund."

Some time ago my wife and I earmarked our first week's payment of
our Old Age Pensions for the above fund, and having been spared to
receive same, we now enclose £1 as a thankoffering to God for His
many mercies and benefits received through the reading of the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE which we have taken regularly for about nineteen
or twenty years. May it please God to enable you to continue the
publication of the same to the praise and glory of the Father and
the Son and the Holy Spirit and be the means under His power
and guidance to be a blessing to its many readers and to the
furtherance of the Gospel for Jesus' sake.
We are yours truly.
Mr. and Mrs. G--.
[On behalf of the Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE we warmly
thank our two aged friends for their very kind and self-denying
contribution to the Gospel Magazine Fund. We also rejoice that they
have found the MAGAZINE so spiritually helpful during the last nineteen
or twenty years.
May their prayer that it may prove a blessing to its many readers
be abundantly answered.-Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.]
" VICTORY over sin and death, salvation and everlasting life, came not
by the law, nor by the works of the law, nor yet by the power of freewill, but by the Lord Jesus Christ only and alone."-Martin Luther.
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tBrotef.'tant 15eatou.
C. H. SPURGEON ON MODERNISM.
(From Our Outlook.)
" A NEW religion has been initiated, which is no more Christianity
than chalk is cheese; and this religion, being destitute of moral honesty,
palms itself off as the old faith with slight improvements, and on this
plea usurps pulpits which were erected for Gospel preaching. The
Atonement is scouted, the inspiration of Scripture is derided, the Holy
Spirit is degraded into an influence, the punishment of sin is turned
into fiction, and the resurrection into a myth, and yet these enemies
of our faith expect us to call them brethren, and maintain a confederacy
with them."
" The fount of inspiration is not now within the Book, and with
the Holy Spirit, but within the man's own intelligence. We have no
longer, ' Thus saith the Lord,' but' Thus saith Modern thought.' We
used to debate upon particular and general redemption, but now men
question whether there is any redemption at all worthy of the name."
" We who believe Holy Scripture to be the inspired truth of God
cannot have fellowship with those who deny the authority from which
we derive all our teaching.
" They have all the liberty in the world, and we would be the last
to abridge it; but that liberty cannot demand our co-operation.
" If these men believe such things, let them teach them, and construct
Churches, Unions and Brotherhoods for themselves. Why must they
come among us? When they enter among us unawares, and are
resolved to stay, what can we do? The question is not soon answered;
but, surely, in no case will we give them fellowship, or profess to
do so."
" A chasm is opening between the men who believe their Bibles
and the men who are prepared for an advance upon Scripture. Inspiration and speculation cannot long abide in peace. Compromise there
can be none. We cannot hold the inspiration of the Word, and yet
reject it; we cannot believe in the Atonement and deny it; we cannot
hold the doctrine of the fall and yet talk of the evolution of spiritual
life from human nature; we cannot recognize the punishment of the
impenitent and yet indulge the' Larger Hope.' One way or the other
we must go. Decision is the virtue of the hour.
" Neither when we have chosen our way can we keep company with
those who go the other way. There must come with the decision for
truth a corresponding protest against error. Let those who will keep
the narrow way keep it, and suffer for their choice; but to hope to
follow the broad road at the same time is an absurdity. What communion hath Christ with Belial ? "
" If for a while the evangelicals are doomed to go down, let them
die fighting, and in the full assurance that their Gospel will have a
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l'esurrection when the inventions of ' Modern thought' shall be burned
with fire unquenchable."
" It is Bible or no Bible, Atonement or no Atonement, which we have
now to settle. Stripped of beclouding terms and phrases, this lies at
the bottom of the discussion; and every lover of the Lord Jesus should
feel himself called upon to take his part in an earnest contention for
the faith once delivered to the saints."
" To pursue union at the expense of truth is treason to the Lord
Jesus. If we are prepared to enter into solemn league and Covenant
for the defence of the crown rights of King Jesus, we cannot give up
the crown-jewels of His Gospel for the sake of a larger charity. He is
our Lord and Master, and we will keep His Words."

JL{ebithls anlJ jlotitts of Jaoots.
OLD AND YOUNG IN ELIZABETH'S DAYS. By Miss G. M. Alexander.
Pp. 166. Price 3s. (C. J. Farncombe & Sons Ltd., 30 Imperial
Buildings, Ludgate Circus, London, E.C.4.)
We have read through this volume with great interest and pleasure.
As its title indicates, it is occupied with events in the time of Queen
Elizabeth, who reigned from 1558 to 1603. The authoress is the
daughter of the late George Alexander, of Birkenhead, and her brother
is Dr. D. A. Alexander, of Bristol.
This volume consists of twenty-two short chapters of a biographical
character relating to faithful servants of God who lived and bore
. testimony to Gospel truth during the reign of Queen Elizabeth. The
authoress has gleaned her information for these chapters from such
books as Foxe's Acts and Monuments, Bishop Pilkington's works,
Neal's History of the Puritans, Lewis's Life of Bishop Hall, Judge's
Elizabethan Underworld, Erasmus Middleton's Evangelical Biography,
Cramp's Baptist History, Waddington's Congregational History,
Strickland's Queens of England, and Knight's Old England. She is
chiefly indebted, however, to Samuel Clarke's Lives.
It will thus be seen that the book is the result of extensive and
careful reading. It is, however, by no means a dry book. Its
chapters are simply written and are bright and full of interest. They
are true to the great principles of the Reformation and to the great
doctrines of grace. Some of those whose biographies are interestingly
recorded are well known to those acquainted with Reformation history,
but for the most part the god~y men mentioned are not prominently
mentioned in the histories of the Reformation. The records of these
men, however, show that in different parts of the land God raised
up faithful servants who were lo}:al to His truth, holy in life, and
who endured hardness as good soldiers of Jesus Christ. The chapters
illustrate the grace of God towards those whom He called out, and
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His wonderful providences on their behalf. They reveal, too, the
abounding sin of the times and the mercy of God towards many
sinners. We have long felt that in these days of newspapers, novels,
worldly pleasures and the wireless the majority know little or nothing
of the Reformation of the sixteenth century. Solid reading seems
totally neglected. Here in this volume the old .and the young in
our own day may read these short biographical chapters· and find
them bright, interesting, and instructive all through.
The book is beautifully illustrated and well printed. We hope
it will have a large circulation. We would recommend our readers
to buy a copy for themselves and buy other copies for presents to
their friends at home and abroad.
THE CHILD'S OWN BOOK OF PRAYERS AND HYMNS. By S. V. Benson.
Pp. 54. Price 2s. net. (Frederick Warne & Co. Ltd., 1-4,
Bedford Court, Bedford Street, London, W.C.2.).
THIS little book consists of two parts. Part I is for young children
and Part 11 is for older children. We are bound to say that we are
not attracted to the book. It suggests that all who use it are already
God's children. One prayer begins with the words "Great Father
of all," which suggests the unscriptural doctrine of the Universal
Fatherhood of God. The enormity of sin seems absent and there is
no full and clear acknowledgement of the atonement. Apart from
these defects, it seems to us that whatever may be said for or against
forms of prayer in public worship, it is not desirable that private or
family prayer l!hould be dependent on set forms.
WHY I AM NOT A ROMAN CATHOLIC. By the late Canon McCormick,
D.D. Pp. 24. Price 2d., by post 21d. (Protestant Truth Society,
31, Cannon Street, London, E.C.4.)
This is an able exposure of some of the outstanding errors of the
Church of Rome. Four reasons are given why a real Christian should
not be a Roman Catholic: (1) Because the Church of Rome is,
comparatively speaking, a modern Church; (2) Because of the way
she deals with Scripture; (3) Because of the assumptions of the Pope
of Rome; (4) Because of the Mariolatry of the Church of Rome.
The pamphlet is well worthy of widespread circulation. We venture,
however, to make one criticism. On page 15 the author calls St.
Peter's Church in Rome, "The Temple of God." We suggest that
neither St. Peter's. in Rome nor St. Paul's in London, nor any otber
building used for professedly Christian worship is "The Temple of
God." The only temple of God on earth now is His elect, regenerated,
and saved people. To them the words are spoken, " Ye are the
temple of the living God; as God hath said; I will dwell in them
and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be My
people" (2 Cor. vi. 16). God's dwelling place is not a Cathedral,
a Church, or a Chapel, but the hearts of His people.

