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"Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselve. are comforted of God."-2 CORIl'lTHLANIl i. 4.

"BE OF GOOD COURAGE."

" Wait on the LORD: be of good courage, and He shall strengthen
thine heart: wait, I say, on the LORD."-PSALM xxvii. 14.

DAYID begins this beautiful Psalm by expressing his confidence
that the LORD was his light, his salvation, and his strength.
Looking back on a past experience he was able to say that
when wicked enemies came upon him to devour him, "they
stumbled and fell," because the LORD put forth His saving
power on his behalf. He was confident that, however numerous
his foes might be in the future, his heart would not give way
to fear, so fully assured was he of the LORD'S protecting care.
"In the time of trouble He shall hide me in His pavilion:
in the secret of His tabernacle shall He hide me; He shall
set me up upon a rock" (verse 5). The Divine deliverance
from his enemies would fill his heart with joy, and lead him
to "sing praises unto the LORD" (verse 6). Yet in spite of
his assurance of faith and his confidence in God, he felt his
need of mercy, and of fresh displays of GOD'S power. "Hear,
o LORD, when I cry with my voice: have mercy also upon
me, and answer me. . . . Hide not Thy face far from me.
. . . Leave me not, neither forsake me, 0 GOD of my salva
tion. . . . Deliver me not over unto the will of mine enemies:
for false witnesses are risen up against me, and such as breathe
out cruelty" (verses 7, 9, 12).
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Thus, on the one hand, his faith rose to a great height,
and he was fearlessly confident of the LORD'S delivering power,
and on the other hand, he felt his need of crying earnestly

_-unto- GOD for His mercy, His presence, and His power. He
concludes by saying, "I had fainted, unless I had believed
to see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living."
Then, addressing himself, he said, "Wait on the LORD: be
of good courage, and He shall strengthen thine heart: wait,
I say, on the LOR,D " (verses 13, 14).

Thus, David, one of the outstanding Old Testament saints,
had many ups and downs in his experience. He was beset
by wicked human enemies, he felt deeply his need of Divine
mercy and of the Divine presence. His heart was saddened
by his trials and ready to faint, but he encouraged himself
in the LORD his GOD. Believing fully that the LORD'S ears
were open to the cry of His people, he said to himself, "Wait
on the LORD: be of good courage, and He shall strengthen
thine heart; wait, I say, on the LORD."

These words of David are suited to the members of the
LORD'S family to-day. They need to wait on the LORD, and
to be of good courage in this solemn time. They need to
remember that" they that wait upon the LORD shall renew
their strength." They need to go on waiting on Him. It is
always good that a man should both hope and quietly wait
for the salvation of the LORD. How often we shall do well
to remember the words of Toplady,

"Tarry His leisure then
Although He seem to stay,

A moment's intercourse with Him
Thy gri.ef will overpay.

" Blest is the man, 0 GOD,
That stays himself on Thee!

Who waits for Thy salvation, LORD,
Shall Thy salvation see."

David felt the need of courage, and we feel the same need
to-day. We need it always. Faintheartedness is natural to
us all. The strongest and most courageous are in danger at
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times of getting into a despairing mood.. Even when no war
is raging, and no bombs falling from enemy planes, we are
apt to get into low water.

The pilgrim path is often a lonely one. Many pilgrims are
shut off from Christian fellowship to a large extent. A variety
of things depresses them. They get overdone and overwrought.
They need change, and war conditions prevent them from
getting it. If their own houses are not bombed they feel for
other Christian friends whose houses are damaged or destroyed.

Our Covenant GOD, however, changes not. Under all
circumstances He is the light, the salvation, and the strength
of His people. He never leaves nor forsakes the people of
His choice. Fear not, then, ye people of GOD. He is still
your portion. His promises are still yea and amen. He hath
said, "I will never leave thee norforsake thee." Wait on Him
afresh then. Be of good courage. He still giveth power to
the faint, and to them that have no might He increaseth
strength.

In particular-
"BE OF GOOD COURAGE."

1. You need courage in view of your spiritual enemies.
Independently of the war we are always in danger from

spiritual enemies. The influence of worldly people, worldly
pleasures, worldly customs, worldly books, and worldly music
is hostile to the spiritual well-being of GOD'S people. They
are in constant danger from all the worldly influences around
them. They need courage to stand against them. Plausible
arguments are used to get them to cast in their lot with the
worldly, and unless they are very watchful and prayerful they
may easily fail to walk in that path of holy separation from
the world which is enjoined on GOD'S people.

The power of the flesh is great and continues even in them
that are regenerated by the HOLY GHOST. "The flesh lusteth
against the SpmIT." Only by the power of the SpmIT of
GOD can we resist fufilUing the lusts of the flesh.

The devil is a mighty, craf.ty, subtle, and experienced enemy
of GOD'S people. He has been engaged in his wicked business
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for about 6000 years. He often appears as an angel of light,
and GOD'S people may easily be deluded by him, when he
appears in this garb. He it is who "deceiveth the whole
world" (Rev. xii. 9). Our LORD describes him as a murderer
and a liar (John viii. 44).

As a roaring lion he walketh about seeking whom he may
devour. To be proof against him we need to be strong in
the LORD. Only thus can we stand against the wiles of the
devil. We are bidden to take the shield of faith wherewith
we shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one.
Spiritual courage is manifestly needed in the holy war in which
GOD'S people must ever be engaged while they are down here.

It was in view of numerous and mighty enemies with which
Israel would be confronted that Moses said, "Be strong and
of a good courage, fear not, nor be afraid of them: for the
LORD thy GOD, He it is (hat doth go with thee; He will
not fail thee, nor forsake thee" (Deut. xxxi. 6).

Thus they were assured of the Divine presence and of
victory. The same GOD is with His people to-day, and if He
is for them, in vain shall the world, the flesh, and the devil
be against them.

Joshua was Divinely selected to be the leader of Israel in
the conquest of Canaan, and to him the LORD said, "Be
strong and of a good courage: for unto this people shalt
thou divide for an inheritance the land, which I sware unto
their fathers to give them."

Again, the LORD said to him, "Be strong and of a good
courage: be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for the LORD

thy GOD is with thee whithersoever thou goest " (Joshua i. 6, 9)..
We are face to face with powerful and national enemies,

and we are prone t~ tremble and be afraid when our cities and
villages are attacked by them. But let us not forget that the
LORD our GOD is with us, and that national foes cannot in the
remotest degree injure us unless our Covenant GOD permits.
The prolonged raids in many of our principal cities are a
terrjble and a solemn experience. Well it is that when we
are passing through such an awful experience we 'should realize

--



The Gospel Magazine 189

that GOD is speaking to us by means of such a terrible disci
pline. Yet He is verily with and near to His people at such
a time. He encamps round about them, and He is able, fully
able, to deliver them. And even if He permits injury to reach
them, His love to them is still the same. Nothing can separate
them from His love. His love and mercy are from ever
lasting to everlasting. Hide, then, yourselves in Him, dear
children of GOD. Say," In the shadow of Thy wings will I
make my refuge, until these calamities be overpast "(Ps.lvii. 1).

" When every earthly prop gives way,
He then is all my hope and stay."

2. Secondly, you need courage f01' a holy walk.
Cherished sin will cause the. withholding of Divine blessing,

and that is not an experience which the child of GOD can
desire.. When there was sin in the camp of Israel, the LORD

withheld His blessing in the war against Israel's enemies. We
can, however, only walk worthily of our vocation when we
are possessed of Divinely-imparted courage. If we are to be
obedient children of GOD, not fashioning ourselves according
to our former lusts in our ignorance, we must courageously
break with the world. "Come out from among them, and
be ye separate, saith the LORD."

To Joshua GOD said, "Only be thou strong and very
courageous, that thou mayest observe to do according to all
the law, which Moses, My servant, commanded thee: turn not
from it to the right hand or to the left, that thou mayest
prosper whithersoever thou goe~t." ... To this end Joshua
was to meditate in the Word of GOD day and night (see
Joshua i. 7, 8).

There must be no compromise with sin in the believer's
life. He must not walk in the counsel of the ungodly, nor
stand in the way of sinners, nor sit in the seat of the scornful.
He will often be tempted to collaborate with the world, but
he needs with holy courage to withstand every temptation
to walk in fellowship with the world. "If any man love the
world, the love of the FATHER is not in him." "A friend of
the w,orld is the enemy of GOD" (see 1 John ii. 15; J ames iv. 4).
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We must not follow a multitude to do evil. We must have the
courage of our SPIRIT-imparted convictions. We must be cour
ageous to stand alone, and to walk oftentimes in a lonely path.

3. Thirdly, GOD'S people need courage for the LORD'S work.
The building of the temple by Solomon was the LORD'S

work. He was Divinely chosen to build it. It was a great
and costly undertaking. It took seven years to accomplish
it. It therefore required courage and perseverance.

Hence David said to Solomon, "Be strong and of good
courage, and do it: fear not, nor be dismayed: for the LORD
GOD, even my GOD, will be with thee; He will not fail thee,
until thou hast finished all the work for the service of the house
of the LORD" (1 Chron. xxviii. 20).

Another temple, a spiritual one, is now in course of erection.
CHRIST Himself is the foundation, the Corner Stone, and the
Builder. His elect people are the living stones which form
this temple, but the LORD uses human instruments and the
preaching of the Gospel to bring them into the place assigned
for them. He has commanded His people to make known
the Gospel to every creature.

All of them are called to share in this work in some form.
Some are called publicly to preach the Gospel of Divine grace.
Others have the opportunity of speaking quietly and privately
to children and others about sin, and salvation through the
blood of the LAMB.

By prayer and gifts the LORD'S work may be forwarded.
But" there are many adversari~s." The great missionary, the
Apostle Paul, found it so. Bonds and afflictions awaited him
wherever he went, but, being filled by the HOLY GHOST with
courage and perseverance, none of these things moved him,
neither counted he his life dear unto himself, so that he might
finish his course with joy, and the ministry which he had received
of the LORD JESUS, to testify the Gospel of the grace of GOD.

Faithful ministers of the Gospel are often tempted to lose
heart in their work. The abounding deadness, indifference,
and levity are apt to discourage. Even the LORD'S true people
ma,y often sadden a pastor's heart by irregular attendance on
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the LORD'S day and at other times, and by worldliness of walk
and conversation. Then many of his hearers may at one
time give him ground for hoping that a real work of grace is
being experienced, and later on, they may disappoint his
expectations. These things show that persistent courage and
perseverance are needed by those who are engaged in the work
of the LORD. The sowing of the incorruptible seed is often
accompanied with weeping. But the ultimate result will be
according to the Divine purpose. There will be no disappoint
ment with GOD. CHRIST shall see of the travail of His soul
and be satisfied. All that the FATHER hath given to Him
shall come to Him. He will give eternal life to as many as
the FATHER has given Him. As many as are ordained to
eternal life will certainly believe and be saved. (See John
vi. 37; xvii. 2; Acts xiii. 48).

Hence the labourer in the LORD'S vineyard has reason to be
of good courage. "They that sow in tears shall reap in joy.
He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall
doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with
him" (Ps. cxxvi. 5, 6).

" Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmove
able, always abounding in the work of the LORD, forasmuch as ye
know that yourlabour is not in vain in the LORD "(1 Cor. xv. 58).

4. Fourthly, we need courage to stand against errm·.
The people of Israel were constantly lapsing into the sin

and error of idolatry. King Asa was reminded by Oded of
the judgments which GOD brought upon Israel for this sin.
And when Asa heard these words, and the prophecy of Oded
the prophet, he took courage, and put away the abominable
idols out of all the land of Judah and Benjamin, and out of
the cities which he had taken from Mount Ephraim" (see
2 Chron. xv. 1-8).

It requires courage to take a stand against the idolatry now
prevalent in the professing Church, and to take a stand against
Modernism, ecclesiastical pomp and vanity, formalism, and
worldliness. The three young men in the Book of Daniel are
an illustration of this. But how few will dare to stand out



against the evils of the times. It is easier to go with the
multitude, to do as others are doing. The courage that
stands, however kindly, against error in doctrine and practice
is resented, and the man who exhibits it is left to walk in a
lonely path.

Yet the call comes to GOD'S people to be of good courage.
They are not to be afraid or dismayed. They are to be
"valiant for the truth." But

WHENCE COMETH THIS COURAGE?
When the early disciples felt their need of courage they

prayed, "Grant unto Thy servants, that with all boldness
they may speak Thy word." What happened? "The place
was shaken where they were assembled together; and they
were all filled with the HOLY GHOST, and they spake the Word
of GOD with boldness" (Acts iv. 29, 31).

If, then, we would be of good courage we must give ourselves
to prayer. "Wait on the LORD: be of good courage, and He
shall strengthen thine heart."

You have reason to be of good courage when you wait on
the LORD, because He has promised to hear your prayers.
That gracious promise does itself inspire the praying believer
with the courage which expects the putting forth of His power.
Hence David adds, "He shall strengthen thine heart." He
will put vigour and courage into your fainting heart. Then,
being strong in Him, you will be full of courage.

What courage we all need in these solemn times. Let us
wait on the LORD for this blessing. So needful is it to wait
on Him that David repeats the exhortation, "Wait on the
LORD . . . wait, I say, on the LORD." And what says the
prophet Isaiah to those who respond to this exhortation ?
He says, "They that wait on the LORD shall renew their
strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they
shall run and not be weary; they shall walk, and not faint "
(Isa. xl. 31).
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Whitington Vicarage,
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THE EDITOR
(Thonw-s Houghton).
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FALSE THEORIES OF SALVATION.
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(The substance of this article was given at the Sovereign Grace
Union Oonference at Grove Ohapel, London, on May 4th, 1939.)

THE general subject of this conference is " The Divine Plan of
Salvation." So far, addresses have been given on " Salvation
proposed by the Father, purchased by the Son, and applied
by the Holy Ghost."

Short addresses have also been given on the" Experience of
Salvation." It falls to me to speak on "False Theories of
Salvation."

1. First, there is the theory that salvation is attained by our
own works.

This is the common doctrine of all merely professing Christ
ians. Recently it was said to me, "If you lead a good life,
you have nothing to worry about." In other words, it is
commonly believed that if you" turn over a new leaf," avoid
the grosser forms of sin, read the Bible occasionally, go to
Church, and sometimes attend the Lord's table, your salvation
is certain, and when death comes to such an one it will be
said, "It's a happy release."

During the late war it was taught by at least one leading
Church dignitary that if a man laid down his life for his country
he would certainly be saved. It follows from all this that
there was no need that God shQuld send His Son to be the
Saviour of sinners. An atonement for sin was not necessary,
for man is his own saviour. By his own merit he can attain
eternal life. One text of Scripture is sufficient to show that
this is a false theory of salvation. "By grace are ye saved
through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of
God: not of works, lest any man should boast" (Ephes. ii. 8, 9).
Another text may be added: "God hath saved us, and called
us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according
to His own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ
Jesus before the world began" (2 Tim. i. 9).'
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2. A second false theory of salvation is that salvation is deter
mined by the human will.

It is said all men have a free will. They can either believe
on Christ and be saved, or reject Him and be lost. God m.akes
known the way of salvation to them through His servants,
and thus He does His part. Man must do his part if he would
be saved, and the part which is left to him is to decide by an
act of his own free will whether or not he will believe on the
Lord Jesus Christ.

God won't force him, we are told. He simply offers salvation
to him, and a man must decide by an act of his own free will
whether he will accept the offer of salvation or reject it. This
is the doctrine of co-operative salvation.

We remember once being present at a service when a hymn
was sung which suggest~d that Christ was at one side of a
line, and the sinner at the other side, and the sinner was urged
to come over the line in order to be saved, and it was clearly
suggested that Christ would not move any further to the
sinner. The sinner's salvation depended on his coming over
the line by his own free will. Now this doctrine fails to realize
the effect of the fall. Before the fall, man apparently had the
power to eat, or not eat, of the forbidden fruit. In effect,
God said to him, "Do this, and thou shalt live; fail to do
this, and thou shalt die." But man, having fallen, he has
become spiritually dead, and is therefore unable now to do
anything pleasing to God. "The carnal mind is enmity
against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither
indeed can be. So then they that are in the flesh cannot please
God" (Rom. viii. 7, 8).

It is pleasing to God when a sinner, conscious of sin, comes
to Him for pardon, trusting in the merits of Christ. But a
dead sinner is not conscious of sin, neither can he make any
movement towards God until God Himself comes to him by
His Spirit and quickens him. Our Lord says, " No man can
come to Me, except the Father which hath sent Me draw him"
(John vi. 44).

Christ promises rest from the burden and penalty of sin to
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those who come to Him, and He tenderly invites the heavy
laden sinner to come to Him, but He clearly teaches that
" no man can come" unless the Father draws him. Then God
says, "I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I
will have compassion on whom I will have compassion."
Mercy, then, is not due to man's will but God's, and the
apostle expressly declares, " So then it is not of him that willeth,
nor of him that runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy."
"Therefore He hath mercy on whom He will have mercy,
and whom He will He hardeneth" by leaving the sinner to
himself (Rom. ix. 15-18). No teaching concerning Divine
mercy and salvation is really Scriptural which ignores our
Lord's teaching on human inability, and the express teaching
of the inspired apostle in the ninth chapter of Romans. But
it will be said, does it not say, "Whosoever will believe may
come 1" We answer, "No."

There is a hymn which says, " That whosoever will believe
shall everlasting life receive." But Scripture does not thus
emphasize the power of the human will. It says, " Whosoever
believeth in Him," " Whosoever d1'inketh of the water that I
shall give him," " Whosoever shall call upon the name of the
Lord shall be saved," but the hymn writer and many others
must needs drag in the word" will " to emphasize the doctrine
that it is in the power of the human will to be saved or not
as he pleases. Our Lord's teaching on human inability is
deliberately ignored and passed over. A lady once put her
finger in her ears when I quoted th~ ninth of Romans to her,
and she said, " Oh, don't quote the ninth of Romans to me."
Many people are fond of quoting the words, "Him that
cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out." They are very
precious words, and may sometimes rightly be quoted by
themselves, but why is it that almost universally the first
part of the verse is never quoted 1 Why are we afraid to
say the whole of what our Lord said. He said, " All that the
Father giveth Me shall come to Me,. and him that cometh to
Me I will in no wise cast out" (John vi. 37). The whole verse
teaches that Christ will not, as many teach, be a disappointed
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Saviour. All the sheep given to Him by the Father, all of
them shall certainly come to Him in due time, and He will
cast none of them out. He will welcome and save everyone
of them. Thus He will certainly accomplish the number of
His elect.

Believing on the Lord.Jesus Christ is the result of a Divine
purpose, for we read, "As many as were ordained to eternal
life believed" (Acts xiii. 48). Yet this verse has no place in
the theology of the great majority of Christian preachers and
workers. Besides, the faith, by which a poor sinner trusts in
or believes in the Lord Jesus Christ, is a Divine gift, and can
never be exercised until God in mercy bestows it. " By grace
are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is
the gift of God" (Eph. ii. 8).

"Unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to
believe on Him, but also to suffer for His sake" (Phil. i. 29).
Besides, a sinner, while dead in sin, cannot believe in Christ.
He must first be Divinely quickened. The common doctrine
is that we are born again by faith, but in reality faith is the
outcome of being born again. "Whosoever believeth that
Jesus is the Christ" thereby proves that he " is born of God"
(1 John v. 1).

"WHOSOEVER WILL."

I may be asked how do you explain the words, " Whosoever
will, let him take of the water of life freely" (Rev. xxii. 17).
I suggest that the context shows that the words have reference,
not to partaking of spiritual bl~ssings here, but to the freedom
of access to the blessings of the heavenly state on the part of
all the redeemed. Of the great multitude who will stand
before the throne of God in heaven, it is written, "The Lamb
which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall
lead them unto living fountains of waters" (Rev. vii. 17).

Then we read of "a pure river of water of life, clear as
crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God" in the New
Jerusalem. Into this city only those whose names are written
in the Lamb's book of life shall enter. To such the words
come in the heavenly state, "Let him that is athirst come.
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And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely"
(see Rev. xxii. 1, 17).

The redeemed in heaven, fully conformed to Christ's image,
will possess sinless appetites for all the blessings of the New
Jerusalem, and they are assured that they may freely and at
all times take of the pure river of the water of life in the
heavenly city.

3. A third false theory of salvation is one connected with the
word

DECISION.

It is remarkable that the word" decide" only occurs once
in the Bible and was used by Ahab to one of the sons of the
prophets. He said to him, " Thyself hast decided it" (1 Kings
xx. 40). The word "decision" only occurs in Joel iii. 14,
where it is used twice-" the valley of decision," i.e., "the
valley of Jehoshaphat." In neither case have these words
anything to do with the sinner's salvation. Yet how fre
quently do we hear to-day such words as, "I decided for
Christ." "Will you not decide for Christ now?" The
salvation of a sinner is thus made to depend upon himself.
He decides his own salvation, and thus he is virtually his own
saviour.

At parochial missions it is often customary to have" decision
cards." These are distributed, and large numbers sign them,
and it is thought that these signatures in a large number of
cases indicate so many conversions. Vve read of no such
efforts to tabulate results in the .Acts of the Apostles.

4. Another false theory of salvation is the doctrine that salvation
depends on the sinner

GIVING HIS HEART TO GOD.

People are commonly urged at Evangelistic meetings to
give their hearts to God, and many speak of their conversion
as a time when they gave their hearts to God. Probably
many do not really understand what they mean by the expres
sion. The conversion of sinners in the New Testament is
never described in this way. In the Book of Proverbs we
read, "My son, give Me thine heart, and let thine eyes observe
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My ways" (Prov. xxiii. 26). The speaker III that verse is
probably Christ, and He is exhorting one of His alrea,dy
regenerated people to give to Him the affection, the love, the
devotion of his heart. This refers, not to conversion, but to
its outcome. The more the believer realizes the fulness of
Christ's redeeming grace, the more He will desire to live hence
forth not to himself, but unto Him Who died for him and ro~e

again. He will seek to sit loose to earthly things and to set
his affection on things above.

The regeneration and conversion of a sinner is not due to
something which the sinner gives to God, but it is due to what
in grace and mercy God gives to the sinner. It might be
asked what does God want with our old hearts which are
deceitful above all things and desperately wicked? He says
to those whom He regenerates and saves, " A new heart also
will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you; and I
will take away the stony heart out of your flesh. And I will
put My Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in My statutes,
and ye shall keep My judgments and do them" (Ezek. xxxvi.
26, 27). All the blessings of the New Covenant are blessings
which God gives to the sinner, not anything which the sinner
gives to God. He says, "I will put My law in their inward
parts, and write it in their hearts." " I will be their God, and
they shall be My people." "They shall all know Me." "I
will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no
more." If we keep close to Scripture we shall have nothing
to say of what we give to God, but we shall speak only of
what He has given to us.

Repentance and forgiveness of sins are Divine gifts (Acts x.
31). Justification is a gift. "It is God that justifieth." A
new heart is a gift. Eternal life is a gift. "The gift of God
is eternal life." The Holy Ghost is a gift poured out by Christ
upon His people. We are thus "debtors to mercy alone"
for all our spiritual blessings.

5. Another false theory of salvation is connected with the
doctrine of the universal Fatherhood of God.

This doctrine is both very common and very unscriptural.
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Our Lord said to the Jews, "Ye are of your father the devil "
(John viii. 44). He spoke of all merely professing Christians
as "the children of the wicked one" (Matt. xiii. 38). The
Apostle John divided mankind into two classes, "the children
of God" and" the children of the devil" (1 John iii. 10).

Because of this erroneous doctrine of the universal Father
hood of God, it is taught that God forgives a sinner simply
because he is sorry for his sin, not on the ground of Christ's
substitutionary obedience to death. Thus the old doctrine
of the atonement as the ground of salvation is rejected, and
the truth is wholly ignored, that God, as the Judge of all the
earth, requires that either the sinner should die for His Own
sins, or that Another should die as His spotless and Divine
Substitute.

Other false theories are suggested by such expressions as
"God wants to save you, but you won't let Him," and that
"God wants to save sinners, but He cannot do so because His'
instruments are not available." The first of these expressions
makes a sinner's salvation absolutely dependent on himself.
The second suggests that millions whom God wants to save
in heathen lands must perish, because the Church of God
neglects to send His instruments in the form of missionaries
to proclaim the Gospel to the heathen. Now, it is no doubt
sadly true that the professing Church is tremendously remiss
in obeying our Lord's command to preach the Gospel to every
creature, but it is wholly unscriptural to suggest that God's
gracious purpose to save His elect people will be frustrated
through the failure of the Church to obey Christ's command..
All the given ones without exception shall come to Christ~

and experience His saving mercy, and Christ Himself shall see
of the travail of his soul and be satisfied. A disappointed
Saviour is not the Saviour to which Scripture bears testimony.

These false theories of salvation as I humbly regard them to
be, are no doubt honestly held. No doubt, too, that many of
the Lord's true people hold some of them. They have been
brought up to regard them as Scriptural. They have never
thoroughly examined the Word of God in relation to them.

14
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THE EDITOR.

They take these theories for granted. The sad thing is that
the Old Evangelicalism is almost extinct. The doctrines of
the Reformers and the Puritans, and of the leaders of the
Evangelical Revival of the eighteenth century are no longer
grasped. Real Bible study is neglected. The theology of the

present day lacks depth and fulness. Most people have never
heard of the everlasting Covenant of grace, and in many cases
people's theology is derived rather from unsound hymns than
from the Bible.

Our exposure therefore of these errors should be made
humbly, kindly, and forbearingly. If we know anything of
Divine truth ourselves it is due to Divine teaching. Let us
therefore meekly seek to be the means of instructing others,
and pray that God may graciously use our testimony. Writ
large in the Scriptures is the truth that" Salvation is of the
Lord." Beside Him there is no Saviour (see Jonah ii. 9;

Isa. xliii. ll).

THE NATURAL MAN.
WE do not say that the natural man never does right, never acts
properly, nor feels justly; but we say of his actions, the best,
and the worst, that they flow from a principle of earthliness
self-interest, and expediency, not from love of God, or love of
holiness; they flow from the same principle that would have
induced him, had it seemed desirable and expedient, or to his
interest to do the exact contrary. In the words of our Church
we say of such good actions, "For that they are not done as
God hath willed and commanded them to be done, we doubt
not but they have the nature of sin." And if the fairest of the
fruit be sin, shall we venture to say there is goodness in the root?
Men love certain demonstrations of goodness which are well
accepted in society, and they love some sins for the same reason:
this is not to love goodness. They love some features of a holy
character that commend themselves to their natural taste, but
they hate others that are equally beautiful in the sight of God;
this is not to love holiness. The natural man does not love either.
When he beheld the only perfect personification of them in One
"made in the likeness of men," there was" no beauty in Him
that they should desire Him"; and when they see the nearest
assimilation to it that is to be found among men, they do not.
like it still.-" Christ our Example," by Caroline Fry, pp. 40, 41.
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" And looking upon J esU8 as He walked, he saith, Behold the Lamb
of God! "-JOHN i. 36.

WE need to get away in thought and contemplation as oft as we
can from the turmoil, rush, and activity which surround and
-engross us in these solemn days of war. There is terror, danger,
desolation, aye, and death, too, all around us, and truly we know
not what a day or a night may bring forth for anyone of us. The
very conditions under which all now live find in the old age of some
of us, duties more exacting, and claims more urgent and pressing,
than in our younger days of strength and ability. Then when
there is a lull, and the opportunity of following-up by grace, the
desire for communion and meditation, then the " Alert" often
disturbs and distracts our thoughts and perturbs the mind, and
all our peace may be temporarily fled. But the merciful promise
remains and will hold good for every redeemed son and daughter
of the Lord: "I will see you again, and your heart shall rejoice,
and your joy no man taketh from you."

I was thinking recently of thlj,t blessed scene of peace in which
our adorable Lord and Saviour ushered in His public ministry at
the call of His first five disciples. He had been baptized by John
the Baptist. He had met and dealt with the arch-enemy in those
wilderness temptations. He had acquainted Himself with all the
strength and subtlety of the enemy of souls, without a taint of sin
left upon His holy spotless Being, and now as Jehovah's obedient
Servant He is come to the time of the manifestation of His public
ministry. Oh, pause, beloved reader, and meditate on that first
sacred scene as John gives it. There is the river Jordan, that,
through its source at such high altitude flows so swiftly and carries
everything before it from its banks, and hence the waters do not
present an attractive appearance. Along its banks walks One,
unlike any other mortal man! A sacred silent dignity, a holy
demeanour, a lovely form, a peace radiating therefrom, and even
the very atmosphere calm and quiet and all Nature stilled at His
presence! It must have been a heavenly time and sight, and it
rung from His forerunner's heart and voice, " Behold the Lamb of
God!" It was all peace. He, Who was the Author and Giver of
it; Who came to purchase it and triumph over rebel-hearted
sinners; Who could later on still the stormy waves which threat
ened death to His disciples, and Who could quiet each fear and
quell each rising thought of danger, was now before him, and John
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points Him out with the exclamation of a full heart, " Behold the
Lamb of God!" Here was the long-promised Saviour; He to
Whom John was the appointed forerunner, and of Whom he
declares that even His very shoe latchet he is unworthy to unloose.
God's Lamb! The Lamb slain in purpose from the foundation of
the world. Here was the great Antitype of all those types and
shadows, those thousands of slain lambs under the ceremonial
law. Their blood had been shed, which could never take away
sin. But here was :-

"Christ the heavenly Lamb,
Who takes all our sins away,

A Sacrifice of nobler name,
And richer blood than they."

(Watts).

It was peace indeed. Nothing to mar it as John pointed out that
sinless, lovely, radiant form! And we know what blessed results
and what sacred interest surround the calling of those first five
disciples to the feet of the blessed Lamb of God. This was the
second day when in the words of our text His forerunner again
declares Him, and with the consequence John's disciples left him
and followed Jesus.

Doubtless, too soon would this sacred peace be broken into, and
Jesus would have to deal with all the wayward wills and treachery
of the human hearts for which He had come as the Divine Healer.
But I love to think that at that sacred hour, when the Prince of
Peace came forth to do His Father's will and commence His public
ministry, His appearing was ushered in with the unspeakable
peace which could only find utterance in John's exclamation,
" Behold the Lamb of God!" From all eternity, when He lay in
the bosom of His Father, the thoughts of that Father's heart.
towards the people to be redeemed by the precious blood of His
well-beloved Son, were" thoughts of peace." And here was the
Father's Representative come" to speak peace unto His people"
(Ps. lxxxv. 8). Here was" the Prince of Peace" Who had come
to purchase it, bestow it, and command it, and sustain it! Yea,
to give Himself to and for His people and thus become their Peace.
For says Paul, "He is our Peace . . . that He might reconcile
both (Jew and Gentile) unto God in one body by the cross, having
slain the enmity thereby" (Eph. n. 14, 16).

He was to establish a kingdom which should be ruled and
governed by, as Bunyan wrote, " Emmanuel, Prince of Peace, and
a great lover of the town of Mansoul " (Holy War), and that King
dom would never be destroyed. And that is the sweet secret,
dear child of God, that you and I enjoy a solid peace whilst all the
world is in turmoil and unrest and hectic haste. Subjects of the
Prince of Peace! Heirs of that " Covenant of peace" which can
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never be removed nor destroyed. Not the least member of
Christ's Mystical Body shall fail of that Blood-bought peace. .AB
dear Bonar sang 80 sweetly:-

" I hear the words of love,
I gaze upon the blood;
I see the mighty Sacrifice,
And I have peace with God.

" 'Tis everlasting peace,
Sure as Jehovah's Name;
'Tis stable as His steadfast Throne,
For evermore the same."

Oh, what blessed peace did the Son of Man speak to troubled
hearts when He trod this earth of ours. Surely the delivered
Magdalene rejoiced in a peace Divinely wrought in her where seven
devils once held sway and tormented her. What, too, must have
been that "great calm" to the troubled disciples, who a few
months before were tossed by " a great tempest in the sea," and
came so near to capsizing, when one word from their Lord and
Master rebuked the winds and the sea. We think, too, of the
troubled, sorrowing hearts of those humble-hearted disciples,
waiting in that upper room and thinking upon all the sorrowful
things that had so recently happened at Calvary. Peace be unto
you! And the Son of Peace was in their midst and at once their
sorrow was turned into joy.

Oh, Jesus knew what conflicts and great fights of affliction His
followers would suffer from the world, the flesh, and the Devil, and
He compassionately and graciously, as was ever His wont, spake
the peace He had bequeathed as His dying legacy. And it is yet
the sovereign blood-bought balm for all the family of grace. "The
peace of God which passeth all understanding, shall keep your
hearts and minds through Christ Jesus," wrote the Apostle Paul
to his Philippian brethren (iv. 7). And if you and I would be
found walking and rejoicing in thia peace, we must seek more and
more grace daily and hourly to be ever by faith beholding the
Lamb of God! To be so taken up with Him, that we shall get
away in thought and contemplation from the distractions of the
world, this devastating war, its devilish doings and its distressing
consequences, and all that is so contrary to Him our Prince of
Peace. Our God will quieten the spirit, cheer the heart, and
strengthen the faith of His people and give us to increasing desires
to be found of Him in peace.

" Be diligent," wrote the much forgiven restored Apostle Peter,
" that ye may be found of Him in peace, without spot and blame
less" (2 Peter iii. 14). Perhaps you and I feel that never was that
exhortation needed more than as spoken to us to-day! The child
of God is up against every device of the Evil One (who if it were



204 The Gospel Magazine

possible would deceive the very elect), who allures, draws aside, sug
gests every unholy compromise which is bringing such ideas of loose
living, tampering with God's holy Commandments, and playing
fast and loose with the world. One trembles as day after day
we cannot hide our eyes from the apostacy which already is work
ing its deadly poison throughout our once favoured Christian land,
and we need to lay the apostle's exhortation much to heart and
seek more and more the grace which shall enable us to more
diligent walking and demeanour, more watchfulness and prayer
fulness, and humbler views of self and more exalted views of Christ,
avoiding even every appearance of evil, lest any unholy word or
act of ours make a weak brother or sister to offend and stumble.
Walk in the Spirit, that no laxity of conduct may give ground for
offence. As strangers and pilgrims in the world, let us show by
humble walk and godly converse we are not of it and are pressing
forward, unhampered by the things of time that would distress,
perplex, cast down, and trip us up. Let the eye of faith look unto
Jesus, Who sought us out as lost sheep, bought us by His own
most precious blood, and is pledged to bring us home to His
Father.

Found of Him! Oh, the heights and depths of grace in those
three words. All is of His free grace and favour. It was Jesus,
that spotless Lamb of God, Who:-

'\ Sought me when a stranger,
Wandering from the fold of God;
He to rescue me from danger,
Interposed His precious blood."

He was that blessed, holy Lamb of God, pointed out by the
Baptist on Jordan's banks, Who had come forth from the bosom
of His Father, had laid aside all His glory, to do the work as His
Father's obedient Servant, and Who perfectly fulfilled and finished
it. He called those first five disciples to follow. They were
found of the Good Shepherd, and so likewise is and will be found'
of Him every sheep and lamb for whom He died. ,Found in union
with the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world in
eternal purpose; found in Him in His vicarious sacrifice on
the cross; found in Him at last in the glory to which they
are each one and all in their season gathered! Yes, found
of Him in peace.

Oh, beloved, let us seek to live by holy desires and non-con
formity to the world, more and more closely to the Lamb of God,
to enjoy His peace in these last solemn, critical days. Tribulation
is in the world, and we are called to pass through much of it, but
there is that blessed hope and glad assurance, radiating by the
precious, all-prevailing blood, that we shall at last" be found of
Him in peace, without spot and blameless."
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"Lamb of God, our souls adore Thee,
Humbly trusting in Thy cross;

That alone be all the glory
All things else but dung and dross.

Thee we own a perfect Saviour,
Only Source of all that's good;

Every grace and every favour
"Come to us through Jesus' Blood."

(Hart.)

And if "found of Him" now as having beheld the Lamb of
God, and as the recipients of His wonderful free grace and mercy,
and covered with the robe of His righteousness, every humble
believer will desire to " hide all his graces," as said the beloved
Romaine, " under a cover; he rarely reveals them; and when he
does, he prays that God would keep him humble and that it may
be to His glory." Beloved, to fix the eyes of faith upon that spot
less, sinless Lamb of God, will bring with it increasing desires to
" be clothed with humility" to His eternal glory! We can never
have too lowly views of ourselves.

R.

THEATRES ON THE LORD'S DAY.

By a majority of eight the House of Commons, on Tuesday.
April 1st, rejected the proposal to allow theatres to be open on
the Lord's day. We devoutly thank God for this great answer
to His people's prayers and for His blessing on the strenuous
efforts made to prevent this further desecration of the Sabbath.
The Lord hath thus done great things for us, whereof we are glad.

" He that is down needs fear no fall;
He that is low, no pride:

He that is humble ever shall
Have God to be his- Guide."

Bunyan.

"What danger is the pilgrim in !
How many are his foes !

How many ways there are to sin
No living mortal knows.

" Some of the ditch shy are, yet can
Lie tumbling in the mire:

Some, though they shun the frying-pan,
Do leap into the fire."

Bunyan.
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Sermona ant> 1Rotea of Sermona.

THE SYROPHENICIAN WOMAN.

A SERMON BY THE LATE DR. ADOLF SAPIDR.

MATTHEW xv. 21-28.

IN all the New Testament Scriptures we do not meet a narrative
so strikingly and evidently the counterpart of Jacob's struggle
and victory, as the story of the Syrophenician woman. And we
may be justified in viewing her as a type of the Gentile Church,
or as a representative and earnest of the multitude of Gentiles
who subsequently became the spiritual children of Abraham,
wrestlers with God, gaining the victory of faith.

The evangelists Matthew and Mark tell us the reason why Jesus
departed into the coasts of Tyre and Sidon. The rel:gion of the
Scribes and Pharisees was offended at the disciples of Jesus
Christ, who disregarded the tradition of the elders. Professing
to honour God, and to watch zealously over His laws and com
mandments, the Jews were seeking their own honour, and follow
ing the imagination of their own hearts, resting satisfied with
an outward purity of their own invention, while they sought not
that inward truth and wisdom which alone can please God. The
Saviour boldly and fearlessly exposed the very root of the matter;
and after having shown clearly that their tradition made of none
effect the Word of God, He called them hypocrites, because their
zeal for God's honour, and the strict and pure observance of His
law, proceeded from their very enmity to spirituality and heart
obedience; and He applied to them the description of the prophet
Isaiah, "This people draweth nigh unto Me with their mouth,
and honoureth Me with their lips, but their heart is far from
Me." And unto the whole multitude He uttered His decided,
powerful, and penetrating protest against the false religion of
their leaders: "Not that which goeth into the mouth defileth
a man, but that which cometh out of the mouth defileth a
man." Clearly the Lord saw His relation to the blind leaders
of Israel-clearly He foresaw the end of their inventions and
institutions. He said unto His disciples, "Every plant which
My heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be rooted up";
words powerful and sharper than a two-edged sword, separating
even in the outward Church of Christ, within the enclosure of
His garden, between the real and spurious, the Divine and human,
rooting up many a plant and flower which have been regarded as
useful and ornamental, fragrant and beautiful.

The soul of Jesus was deeply moved; He was filled with holy
indignation when He contrasted the form of godliness and the
utter absence of its power-when He thought of the scrupulous
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<:are attached to outward observances, and the appalling careless
ness in the keeping of the heart, which was evident from the
polluted streams of thought and deed proceeding from it.

It was then, as both Matthew and Mark state, that Jesus went
thence and departed into the coasts of Tyre and Sidon. This
may be viewed as a prophetic, symbolic act, in which we can
recognize the transition of God's truth from Israel to the Gentiles.
The kingdom was about to be taken from the children and given
to strangers. The word had been preached to the Jews; but
they changed and perverted it by their pride and worldliness,
resting with stubborn self-complacency in the possession of
privileges abused, of ordinances misunderstood, of oracles divested
of their Divine spirit and meaning. The word had lost its
arresting, reproving, vivifying power in their case; and now the
light was about to leave them, and nations, who as yet were
sitting in darkness and the shadow of death, were to see it, and to
find in it peace and joy. And as with Israel according to the
flesh, so it is always with the professing Church. Means of
grace, when not used spiritually, instead of being channels,
become obstacles; instead of being helps, prove impediments;
instead of leading to the Saviour, become His substitute. That
word of God which, if used spiritually, fills us with humility,
self-distrust, and love to God, which makes us heavenly-minded,
and leads us to crucify the old man with his lusts and affections
-if used only mechanically, will only confirm us in our pride,
our self-complacency, our worldliness, our utter want of heavenly
motives and desires. The word, when received in a good and
prepared heart, is a seed, and bringeth forth fruit: first the
blade, then the ear, after that the full corn in the ear; with
patience, by prayer and meditation, by self-examination and
self-restraint, by renewed humiliation before God, and earnest
supplication for the enlightening, purifying, and strengthening
influences of His Spirit, we have the seed of the word abiding
in us, and thus it becomes a life-principle, pervading our thinking,
feeling, willing, acting; it brings_ forth fruit a hundred-fold, for
it is seed, which the Divine Sower Himself did sow. Likewise
is the Word a sword, that is, a dividing, separating, piercing
energy, which penetrates into the very depths of man, and discerns
the thoughts and intents of the heart; and even where man
perceives only one element, and sees only what he thinks good and
spiritual, that Word will search out, and discover, and judge,
and condemn the carnal, and earthly, and sinful, mixed up with
it. Now, with such a positive and such a negative power of the
Word, is it not evident that many do not use it as a Divine Word,
as it indeed is, seeing that it acts neither as a seed nor as a sword,
but rather as a soporific ~ for the fact that they are in the habit
of reading it is only added to the hundred other sources of their
commonplace self-complacency and earthliness. Thus was it
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among the Jews of old, and so it is in Christendom to a large·
extent, wherever truth is recognized, but little felt. And how
often do we perceive that Jesus goes thence "into the coasts
of Tyre and Sidon."

Elijah also had once left Israel and gone unto Sarepta, a city
of Sidon, unto a woman that was a widow. But Jesus remained
within the Jewish frontiers; His intention was to retire at present
for a while from the scene of the conflict, to remain for a short
time in quiet, retired privacy. It was a region of ignorance,
superstition, and sin; and the Saviour had not gone there to
preach and heal. But is it possible that He.can remain anywhere
unnoticed and unknown ~ Can the sun rise without being
perceived ~ Friend of sinners, where can He go without being
found of poor and needy hearts, who claim His friendship, and
wait for His consolation ~ Physician of the sick, whither can
He go without finding sufferers who appeal to His loving and
compassionate soul ~ His fame had been noised abroad, His.
works of power and mercy were well known in all the region.

We are therefore not surprised to read of a suppliant coming to
Jesus. "Behold, a woman of Canaan": this is Matthew's.
description. "The woman was a Greek, a Syrophenician by
nation," in Mark's statement. All the particulars mentioned
present her as totally estranged from Israel-not merely an alien,
but belonging to a hostile race and district. Tyre and Sidon,
though in remote antiquity on terms of alliance, had long become
the persecutors of the chosen people. She was a Canaanite-a
child of that accursed race in whose room Israel had of old been
planted. She was a Syrophenician, that is, of Phenicia, not
merely in its Canaanitish aspect, but also in its Syrian-" Of
that Syria, which not only had so often in its limited acceptation
been the foe of Israel, and thence bears in Isaiah the bitter burden
of Damascus, but which, some three hundred years before Christ's
coming had merged in itself as one empire the old glories of
Assyria, and which thus involves in its associations and con
nexions the whole body of the eastern enemies of the Jewish
people." -

Jesus had left the Pharisees; He was now in the region repre
senting enmity to Israel. And although in a certain sense the
strangers and aliens were nearer than the apostate and hypo
critical children, yet was this woman in herself unworthy, and
far off; the people to whom she belonged had no claim on Israel's
prophets. But difficulties, which under ordinary circumstances
appear insuperable, vanish under the influence of great affiiction
or under the pressure of urgent necessity. This woman is evi
dently bowed down by sorrow. Look at her countenance, and
you may read in it long and bitter suffering, and likewise hope
lessness about to change and settle into despair; only a faint
ray of light, only a trembling spark of hope seems to comforti
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and uphold her in her anguish and woe. Her daughter was
grievously vexed with a devil, and the mother feels her daughter's
pain and sorrow her own-the joy and sunshine of her life has.
vanished.

The sorrow which brings the sinner to seek help, and enables.
him to overcome all the difficulties and obstacles which separate
him in his darkness, alienation, and guilt, from the King of
saints, is one which for a long time existed without his knowledge,
and subsequently was superficially healed and apparently allevi
ated by many expedients. Now, however, it is seen in its true
nature and in its fearful extent. The heart, which formerly was·
fondly imagined to be a treasury of good desires and affections,
noble aspirations and feelings, when the Spirit of God utters the
command, Break through the wall (Ezek. viii. 8), is seen to be
a chamber of abominations. We thought it was like the garden
of Eden, full of lovely flowers of virtue and righteousness; alas,
it is a wilderness full of thorns and briars. And instead of being
a sanctuary dedicated to Jehovah's service, love of self is there
enthroned and rules supreme. .

Whither are we to go 1 The woman of Canaan shows us the
way. She had heard of the great Prophet in Israel Who went
about doing good, a Man sent from God, and full of compassion
and love, endued with power to heal the sick and them that
were possessed of devils. And although'she remembered that she
was a Canaanite, and without claim on His notice and help, yet
so urgent was her case, so grievous her affliction, so earnest and
loud the voice of love, that she resolved to approach this only
Healer and pour out before Him her desire and wretchedness.

This was the first victory gained; she came to Christ in spite
of her utter want of claim on His consideration and favour..
But her struggle was only to commence. Mark (who always.
abounds in pictorial detail) tells us that she fell at His feet. She
felt the dignity of the great Physician, the magnitude of the
benefit which she was seeking, and her own unworthiness.
"Lord," she exclaims, "Thou Son of David, have mercy on
me !" " Lord!" a poor and troubled, weary and helpless soul
can discover Divine glory and power in Jesus. "Son of David ! "
this is Israel's language; the poor Canaanite had listened atten
tively and eagerly to those wonderful stories of His love and
miraculous help, and she had noticed, and treasured it up care
fully in her memory, that the sick and suffering used to call
Him" Son of David." How differently do we read the Gospel
narratives, when we seek in them guidance and direction in our
perplexity, comfort and peace in our trouble. With what intense
interest do we study every case in which we recognize features
resembling our own, how we ponder over every symptom, every
stage, following it in imagination, sometimes as it were in pro
phetic anticipation. When we read the prayers of David.
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admiring their beauty, earnestness, sublimity, we see only as it
were their body and soul, we do not know the animating spirit;
but when we begin to pray ourselves and to appropriate them,
then do they become life and spirit to us. Thus had the poor
Syrophenician woman heard that Jesus was called "Son of
David," and she remembered it now, "Have mercy on me ! "
a simple appeal to His compassionate, loving heart. Identifying
herself altogether with her daughter, she supplicates mercy for
herself. As she had no claim to bring forward, but simply to
look to mercy, so faith must not allow merit and works to come
between it and Divine love.

Jesus surely delighted in this humble and trusting soul. He
Who visited thousands with His help and blessing, even when
they did not seek or supplicate His aid; Who invited all that
labour and are heavy laden to come unto Him, promising them
rest; of Whom we read, that when the even was come, they
brought unto Him many that were possessed with devils, and
He cast out the spirits with His Word, and healed all that were
sick, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the
prophet, Himself took our infirmities, and bore our sicknesses!
surely He cannot refuse a petition so earnest, so urgent, so
vehement.

But Jesus answered her not a word. "He Who is the Word of
the Father is silent, and doth not speak. He Who is the wisdom
of God gives no counsel. He Who is the Healer of the sick offers
no help. He Who is the Fountain of all consolation sends forth
not a single drop." Believe it, this silence was painful to Him ;
for if thou pitiest the woman, thy pity is but as a drop to the
ocean, when compared with the fulness of love which is in Christ's
heart. But the Saviour did nothing of Himself; in everything
He sought His Father's guidance and direction, and therefore
He hesitated before He granted her request.

What bitter disappointment was here for the poor mother, who
had hoped to be so near the fulfilment of her heart's wish. Is it
indeed possible that the Man, :Whose compassion and kindness
had been described to her in such glowing terms, would not even
address to her a word of sympathy, or hold out a ray of hope ~

Even His disciples are filled with pity, and intercede for her;
they came and besought Him, saying: "Send her away, for she
crieth after us"; but He turns a deaf ear to the voice of her
entreaty. How often does it appear to the soul, that Christ's
ministers have more sympathy with them, and are more willing
to help them, than the Master Himself! We imagine that men
pity us more, and if they had power would send us relief more
readily than the Saviour Himself. Yet how grievously do we err
in this, and wrong His faithful love! When He is silent and
answers not a word, the soul must inquire, and not rest till He
has told us why He is contending with us.
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Jesus at length opened His lips. Hope entered the mother's
heart. He is going to yield to His disciples' intercession. But,
instead of the expected word of mercy, He uttered a word of
refusal-,-"I am not sent, but unto the lost sheep of the house of
Israel." As much as to say, Though her case excites My pity,
though My power is sufficient to grant her request, yet, as I am
only sent to Israel, it is impossible for Me to exceed the commis
sion given Me by My heavenly Father. What she had heard of
His compassion and power was true; His heart was kind, His
power unlimited, the obstacle was not in Him-it lay in herself.
It was a word, piercing like a sword.

And such a word it is when the anxious and troubled soul hears
Christ speak of His own people-the Church, whom He loved,
and for whom He died-the sheep, who hear His voice and follow
Him-the poor in spirit, whose is the kingdom of heaven. He is
only sent, the soul exclaims, to His own chosen people-they
only hear, thirst, believe, and are saved. I doubt not His love,
I question not His power, but I do not think I am Israel. You
who try to give comfort suggest, " lost sheep" He came to seek;
the troubled soul replies, "True, lost sheep, but certain lost
sheep of the house of Israel." The more such an earnest mind
reads the Word, the more may this difficulty grow and increase
in intensity, till indeed the soul is in a very strait place. Yet here
also we have help and guidance given us. See the Syrophenician
woman, though she had heard herself excluded, came again and
worshipped Him, saying, "Lord, help me." Now she did not
call Him Son of David, for she felt, as she was not an Israelite,
she had no right to call Him so. Do thou likewise, if thou feelest
thou art not able to apply to Him the titles which His believers
give Him-seek for a name with which thou mayest approach
Him. "Help me!" she exclaimed; whatever difficulty and
obstacle is in the way, can it not be removed? Thou only art
able to help-my misery is exceeding great! But what gave
her courage thus to persevere? Was it not doubting Christ's
Word? Christ's Word is understood by faith. He said, " No,"
but He looked, "Yes." She perceived that refusing was His
strange work, that He delighted in mercy. She felt that He
wished to be entreated and urged; nay, more, she felt that His
very refusal had put strength into her; now more than ever she
felt she could not leave Him until she had obtained His help.

See, 0 soul, who art not able to discover in thee the mark of
God's election, the work of His blessed Spirit, Jesus is waiting
to hear thy complaint. He has taken from thee all hope and
strength, yet whither wilt thou go? The more He weakens thee
in the way, the more art thou shut up to Him. The more thou
seest thou art" Lo-ammi," the more wilt thou desire to become
Hi.s own, His inheritance and delight. Therefore begin the
struggle anew-" Lord, help me! "
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But Jesus answered and said, "It is not meet to take the
children's bread, and to cast it to dogs." The Saviour still
insists on His first exclusive Word. He fortifies, intensifies the
objection. The Israelites are the children, the Gentiles are com
pared to dogs. Bread, which is precious for the children's use,
ought not to be wasted~on dogs. What a decided refusal! Clear
.and definite, cutting off all hope. When we read of spiritual
difficulties and trials, they do not appear formidable, but when
we are ourselves oppressed with them, and can obtain no relief,
no light, no comfort, then indeed we do know that no sorrow is
like unto this sorrow. Who does not feel here, as Martin Luther
has had the boldness to express it, " If He had said this to me,
I would have run away, and thought, It is in vain; whatever
you try here, you can get nothing. For it is indeed an exceedingly
hard word, that He not merely tells her she is no child, but calls
her even a dog. It is as if He had said, Stand no longer here,
but be off, for you have nothing to seek and hope with me. If
Peter or Paul should speak to me in this manner, I would be
frightened to death; but only think of it, it is Christ Himself
Who thus speaks to the woman! This is indeed a temptation! "

But wonderful is the power of faith! Some would have
replied in offended pride, in wounded vanity, and asserted that
they did not deserve such an appellation. Others would have
said nothing, and gone away in hopelessness and despair. Others
again go away with a new, deep view of their sinfulness: they
have gained a new" frame of mind," but no salvation-a deeper
humility, as they think, but no Redeemer. But this woman
takes Christ's Word as she has heard it, and clings to it, and with
all simplicity and childlike humility, she says: "Truth, Lord:
I am a dog "-1 do not deserve to be treated as a child; but
only do treat me as a dog; only let me be near Thee, in Thy
house-cc yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from their
master's table!" Christ has giyen her the position of a dog;
she takes hold of His Word, and asks only for the right which
is extended to dogs. "See, she -catches the Lord Jesus in His
own words! What will He do now, the dear Saviour? He cannot
unsay it!"

" Truth, Lord: yet!" is the sum and substance of faith. If
we have learned to combine these words, we have learned to
believe. Truth, Lord: "sin has abounded unto death"; yet
"hath Thy grace much more abounded unto life." Truth,
Lord: "cursed is everyone that abideth not in all things which
are written in the book of the law, to do them"; yet, He Who
knew no sin was made sin for us, that we might be made the
righteousness of God in Him." Truth, Lord, is the sea of our
sin and guilt, and the righteous anger of God; yet, is the rock
of Christ's redemption and love. Truth, Lord, is a view of self ;
yet, is a view of Jesus.
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,- Behold, she has conquered Him with His own weapons; she
bas triumphed over Him with His own word; she has prevailed
through her very weakness and unworthiness. Israel is now
her name! The Saviour sees now here a soul given to Him by
the Father, and" him that cometh to Me, I will in no wise cast
out." "0 woman," He exclaimed, full of wonder and delight,
," great is thy faith!" Great was her affection-the tenderness
of her love towards her poor affiicted child; great was her
humility and lowliness, which enabled her to endure so patiently
and meekly His silence and apparent harshness; great was her
wisdom-exquisitely delicate mother-wit-which turned His very
refusal into a favourable reply; in all these things she had been
great. But Jesus sees the root, the source, the life of it all, and
He sees it in her faith! She was a true daughter of Abraham,
-who hoped against hope; a true daughter of Jacob, who over
came Him Who was the source of his strength. "Be it unto
thee even as thou wilt." Oh, to what height does Jesus raise us,
,and with what rights and privileges does He invest us, when we
:seek Him earnestly, when, not satisfied with merely seeking, we
,strive to enter in at the strait gate. Faith can hear only glad
tidings in every word which proceedeth out of the mouth of God,
.and lives by it; the very words which appear" hard" to reason
and the natural mind are the strong and golden links which bind
us to His faithful and loving heart. The law only makes faith
trike deeper roots in the Gospel.

MEDITATIONS ON THE EPISTLE TO THE EPHESIANS.

By THE LATE VERY REVEREND HENRY LAW, M.A.,
DEAN OF GLOUCESTER.

VII.
« To the praise of the glory of His grace, wherein He hath made us

accepted in the Beloved."-EpHESIANS i. 6.

PAUL delights to trace every spiritual blessing to its true and only
.source-the free, unmerited, sovereign grace of God. He is exceed
ingly jealous of, and zealous for, the honour and supremacy of the
,gracious Giver. He well knew that man's best righteousness was
but a filthy rag-and his holiest thought not better than abomina
tion in the sight of Him Who could not look upon imperfection.
The highest merits of fallen creatures could not claim more than
place among the lost. Therefore he cannot speak of any part of
the wonderful work of salvation, without exclaiming, " Grace to
it "! Grace to it !

The present verse affords a notable instance. He has pro
claimed our election in Christ before the foundation of the world,
and our predestination by Him unto the adoption of children to
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Himself; but he cannot relinquish these themes without adding,
" to the praise of the glory of His grace, wherein He hath made us.
accepted in the Beloved."

Among the many thoughts which instantly spring from these
words let us select the following: (1) God hath made us accepted
in the Beloved; (2) This, as well as every other thought towards
the redeemed, is an act of glorious grace; (3) This grace is entitled
to our praise. May the Spirit reveal to us the amazing mysteries t

1. God hath made us accepted in the Beloved. Who is this
Beloved ~ A voice from heaven designates Jesus. "This is My
beloved Son, in Whom I am well pleased." The Spirit declare
that" God hath translated us into the kingdom of His dear Son,"
or the Son of His love. Jesus Himself s.ays, "I was daily His
delight, rejoicing always before Him." And again, "Therefore
doth My Father love me, because I lay down My life, that I might
take it again." Jesus is the Beloved of heaven, because of His
own essential and perfect holiness and oneness with the Father,
and also because He is the Mediator of the new Covenant and the
Redeemer of the chosen seed. He is, too, the Beloved of His
people. They each exclaim, "I am my Beloved's, and my
Beloved is mine." Theyadd," whom having not seen, we love."
They sincerely appeal to Him, " Lord, Thou knowest all things:
Thou knowest that we love Thee." 0 my soul! dost thou love
Jesus ~ He is worthy to be entwined with the cords of love
round every fibre of the heart. He is worthy to occupy its every
recess, and to move in its every motion. Happy is each one who
can add, " Lord, I love Thee, and adore: Oh! for grace to love
Thee more!" In the beloved Jesus, God makes us accepted.

By nature our state calls for rejection. Everything in our
original condition is vileness and sin, and deserves wrath and
condemnation. If we had power to help ourselves, we have not
the will. We hate the light; we love our evil ways and after
them we will go. Such is our condition, when God makes us
accepted. Because we are sons in His eternal purpose, He sends
the Spirit of His Son to take away the heart of stone-to give the
heart of flesh-to convince of sin and need and danger-to show
us the preciousness of Jesus-to draw us to the fountain of His
purifying blood-to lead us, enrobed in His righteousness, to the
arms of our reconciled Father. Can He reject such as approach
Him in this Name, and in these merits ~ Oh, no! Ready
acceptance awaits them. He accepts their persons, because they
are cleansed and sanctified in His Beloved. He accepts their
services, because they are freewill offerings on the altar of His
Beloved. He accepts their prayers and praises, because they are
perfumed with the incense of His Beloved's merits. By the faith
which is given them, they become one with the Beloved, part and
parcel of Himself. Therefore they take their place in heaven as
accepted children.
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2. This, as well as all other dealings towards the redeemed,
shines forth "to the praise of the glory of His grace." What
contrived the means of acceptance ~ What fixed upon the persons
of the accepted ~ What made them willing in the day of love
and of power ~ Say, 0 my soul, canst thou discover any other
motive which could influence God thus to bring thee home to the
embrace of His acceptance, but the grace which is His glory ~

Has not all His work for thee and in thee been to the praise of the
glory of His grace ~

3. It follows immediately that this grace is ent,itled to our praise.
Let us lift high the voice of adoring thanksgiving. It becomes UB
to be thankful. God should inhabit the praises of Israel. We
praise Thee, 0 blessed Lord God, for so freely loving us before the
foundation of the world! We praise Thee for writing our names
in the Lamb's Book of Life! We praise Thee for giving us to
J eSUB, as His portion and spouse for ever ! We praise Thee for
accepting His blood as our ransom, and for enrobing us in the
garments of His righteousness. We praise Thee for calling us by
Thy Spirit and opening our eyes to see the full provisions of
redeeming love! We praise Thee for keeping us by Thy power,
through faith, unto eternal life! These blessings are all to the
praise of the glory of Thy grace, wherein Thou hast made us
accepted in the Beloved !

VIII.

" In Whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of
sins, according to the riches of His grace."-EpHESIANS i. 7.

IT is a heavenly exercise, under the light of the Spirit, to review
the blessings which are freely given to us in Christ Jesus. We thus
anticipate the hallowed joys of our eternal home and are alike
refreshed and sanctified in our progress thitherward. The blessing
of blessings is before us in our present verse: redemption through
the blood of Jesus-the forgiveness of our sins. Let it be opened
out by the inquiry: (1) Why it is needed, and (2) How it is
obtained. While we advan<)e,' may we realize in our souls that
.the glorious blessing is our own!

1. Who need redemption ~ The reply is "they who have
forfeited their inheritance." Is not our inheritance lost ~ Yes.
As natural descendants of Adam, we are outcasts and aliens from
the family of God; our right and title to every spiritual gift, to
every heavenly hope, is forfeited. We are the poorest and neediest
of all the creation of God: a withering curse has blighted every
faculty and power: we live wretched among the wretched for a
few days, in the downward course which leads to " the blackness
of darkness for ever." Thus we need redemption.

To understand how we obtain it, we should clearly see how our
inheritance was lost. The ruin was entirely through sin. God

15
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cannot look upon an unclean thing. His countenance is averted
from all who are defiled by iniquity. The sin-soiled cannot enjoy
the light of His countenance, nor stand in His presence. Thus
it is through sin that we are disinherited. To obtain redemption
sin must be removed. This is accomplished by our Redeemer,
through the shedding of His blood. The right of redemption
belonged to Him, because He is our nearest kinsman-the elder
brother of our family-the first-born among many brethren.
Thus qualified as bone of our bones, and flesh of our flesh, He pays
down the only price which could avail, His own most precious
blood. This blood cleanses the guilt and defilement of our every
iniquity: the sins which were as scarlet become white as snow
the crimson-dye is very wool. Thus the redeemed of the Lord
have forgiveness of their sins, and regain their inheritance of
present and eternal favour.

Another illustration is at hand. The question is repeated, Who
need redemption? The reply is, "They who are taken captive
by a mightier foe." This foe is the Devil, who has succeeded in
casting his iron chains around our whole race. His fetters hold
us fast in his prison-house, and we are alike without strength and
desire to burst the bonds. These fetters are sin. Sin gives the
Devil his power over our souls and bodies. Until this be removed,
we cannot come forth from the misery and torment of his dungeon.

2, Redemption from this bondage is effected by the removal of
sins. Again, behold Jesus our Redeemer. "He bare our sins in
His own body on the tree." He is " the Lamb of God, that taketh
away the sin of the world." "The Lord hath laid on Him the
iniquity of us all," and He hath carried the burden into a land of
forgetfulness. Thus the chain is broken by which the Devil held
us, and we obtain redemption through the blood of Jesus, even the
forgiveness of sins.

Let us notice the holy assurance with which Paul claims this
redemption as his own. He knew that God had made Jesus unto
the Church "wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and
redemption." He knew that he had received the gift of the Spirit,
by which he had been translated from captivity into the glorious
liberty of the sons of God. Hence he could realize that the in
heritance of reconciliation and all blessedness had been made his
possession. Hence he could rejoice in deliverance from the thral
dom of Satan, who no longer had dominion over him; and he
could triumph in hope of bruising him under his feet shortly. Oh!
that believers would understand the liberty wherewith the
Redeemer hath made them free, and live as those who are ransomed
unto eternal life, and made more than conquerors over spiritual
wickedness in high places. This abiding persuasion would give
them a noble exaltation above the paltry trifles of this ruined
world, and arm them with heroic boldness against the assaults of
an enemy who has lost all power to prevail.
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Paul cannot speak of this redeeming work without giving glory
to the grace of God. He adds, this deliverance is " according to'
the riches of His grace." How blessed is the thought that God is,
rich in grace! His throne is a throne of grace. His sceptre is a.
sceptre of grace. His Covenant is a Covenant of grace. His
thoughts are thoughts of grace. His ways are ways of grace. His,
word is the word of grace. His treasure-house is stored with
grace. Hence all His gifts and manifestations to His people are,
results of grace. Grace called Jesus to His- work. Grace found the
ransom. Grace accepted it. Grace determined the persons of
the redeemed. Grace made them willing in the day of power_
Grace keeps them through faith unto salvation. Oh! the riches
of the grace of our God! While we have breath let us extol and
magnify it.

But some dislike and reject the term. Let such consider their
need as banished, despoiled, imprisoned sinners, Can they
restore or deliver themselves ~ If not, how can they be redeemed
except by grace ~ There is redemption only through the blood,
of Jesus, which is according to the riches of God's grace.

THE CALL OF MOSES.

BEING THE SUBSTANCE OF A SERMON ON EXODUS ii.

By G. L. SILVERWOOD-BROWNE.

AT the opening of the book of Exodus we are presented to a new
era in the history of Israel. The favoured nation has now come
to a turning point in their national and spiritual experiences,

The Egyptians had become alarmed at the numerical increase'
and prosperity of the Israelites, to whom had been shown favour
for J oseph's sake. They thought that in time they would
become a menace to themselves. So when another Pharaoru
arose, "who knew not Joseph," the condition of Israel was
reversed and they became a natiol'l of slaves, and made to serve
under cruel bondage. In Scripture, Egypt always stands for
the world in all its wicked abominations and rebellion against.
God. This hard Pharaoh, then, naturally enough, would stand
as a representative of Satan, the prince of this world, the god of
this age; and how terrible is the slavery to which both the world
and Satan subject men's souls. So Israel, as we read, cried and
sighed by reason of their bondage (Exod. ii. 23).

Does not this set forth the terrible state of God's people by
nature, before their call by grace, and their blessed entrance into
Gospel liberty ~ Groaning by reason of their realized slavery to
sin; not at first on account of their guilt; that in due time is
to be brought home to them by the convicting work of the Spirit,
of God.
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The time has now come for the Lord God to intervene and to
deliver His people from Egypt; and by certain wonderful events
He is going to teach them typically concerning the spititual
truths of their own redemption. A leader, an instrument
through whom to work is needed. Where is such a man to be
found ~

In the darkest periods, and in the most adverse and unlikely
of circumstances, God has always had His witnesses and servants
to do His will. He watches over their lives, raises them up,
maintains and provides for them, enables them to fulfil their
office, and so wisely and sovereignly accomplishes His purposes.
Omnipotence has servants everywhere.

In considering the history of Moses,. we must regard him in
two ways, namely, typically and personally. As a representative
person he is the personification and minister of the Law, in
contrast to Christ, the minister of grace (John i. 17).

But in this chapter we will consider for our instruction the
man Moses, as a called servant of God; and let us see if we can
find something which parallels our own knowledge of spiritual
experience, and thus find something to encourage our hearts in
a life of practical spirituality.

There is very much that we can learn from Moses' character
and from the Lord's dealings with him. God has not only to
raise. him up, but he has also to train him in one way or another.
and that for the long period of eighty years before he launches
forth into the actual life-work for which God intended him.
Moses' life is a threefold period, each of forty years. Forty in
Egypt, forty in the desert waiting, forty leading Israel through
the wilderness. Twice as long given to preparation as to actual
work. To our shallow thoughts this might seem a time too long
to devote to the spiritual education of a servant of God. But
God's thoughts are not our thoughts. He knew the need of
those forty years, twice told, for the preparation of this chosen
vessel. God educates in a way worthy of Himself and of His
holy service. The servant of the Lord has to learn many a lesson
and pass through many a trial and conflict in secret, before he
is prepared to testify and serve in public. Often nature does
not like this. It would rather figure in public than learn in
private. Let us consider:

1. Moses' First Rash Impetuous Zeal.-His hasty, ill-considered
action with which he began (Exod. ii. 11, 12). It was the action
of a hastily-considered judgment, it was thoughtless; it was not
the result of a careful pondering, or of a cool, decided reckoning.
The action of a novice, not of a master mind experienced in the
ways of God. He wished to help the people of God; but this
was not God's appointed way or time. The time for the judg
ment of Egypt and of Israel's deliverance had not yet come.
So Moses made a false start in his life of service.
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Natural qualifications he may have had in abundance. The
narrative suggests that he was not wanting in this respect, in
fact naturally he was eminently suitable for the task. He was
" grown" (verse 11), no mere youthful enthusiast. His motive
was right. He evidently loved God's people, for they were
his people too; and blood is thicker than water. Brought up
in the royal household, socially and educationally he was equal
to meet the courtiers and magicians of Pharaoh; providence
had been with him in his past experience, the path he had hitherto
trodden in life had had its priceless lessons. "Moses was learned
in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and was mighty in words
and deeds" (Acts vii. 22).

Moreover he thought that he had a call to service. In Stephen's
address to the council at Jerusalem there is an allusion to this
which we may well ponder. "And when he was full forty years
old, it came into his heart to visit his brethren the children of
Israel for he supposed that his brethren would have under-
stood " (Acts vii. 23-25).

" It came into his heart," "he supposed"; it does not say
that God called him at this item. Moses was acting before the
Divinely appointed time. The spiritual mind will find no diffi
culty in understanding this. Moses, thus displaying what was
yet lacking in his spiritual character, only the more displays
the marvellous and inexhaustible grace and patience of God in
condescending to deal with him. He was mentally and personally
qualified for the work, but he most evidently ran before God's
call and leading in the matter, and the result was an initial failure.
But what a mercy that God knows what to do with nature and
how to subdue it and its subtle workings.

Look at the immediate results of Moses' hastiness. First, there
is fear on his part (verse 12). There is no occasion for this when
a man is really acting in obedience to the will of God, and when
the time for action has really come. Then his interference is
rejected by those whom he loved and desired to help (verse 14).
Then he flees from his blunder under a sense of failure and
shame.

So there are many who through ignorance of the ways of God,
or because of an excessive self-confidence, stand forward in a
sphere of service before God's appointed time to place them there.
They are not ready for the work because they do not possess the
necessary spiritual graces to qualify them for it. Do not such
characters not only thrust themselves forward, but also take it
upon themselves to do this or to do that, with an amazing amount
of coolness and self-possession ~ But all this will speedily find
its own lower level.

Many there have been, who have afterwards risen to honour
and distinction in God's service, who have made a false start in
life. They have begun by self-effort and self-imposed tasks, and
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undertaken a false course of action. Blunder and failure have
been the only results. Thus it was with Moses, and it may be
so with many of us.

2. The Overruling Power and Goodness of God.- The Lord
providentially uses the circumstances to reveal to Moses the
cause of his failure, and having taught him a salutary lesson, is
going to lead him a further step in his spiritual education and
equipment for service. Moses needed his natural abilities to
be sanctified by the addition of spiritual graces, and these the
Lord gave in due time.

As yet there had not come to him a direct revelation from
God. That was to come later at the burning bush. He was
self-sufficient. He knew not, at this juncture, anything of the
depths of spiritual fellowship with God, so essential for the faithful
servant, and the maintenance of his health of soul. Consequently
Moses was of a haughty, rash, and impetuous spirit.

But withal he was a man of faith; and so God, as a loving
Father, is now going to deal with him for his spiritual improve
ment; and causing him to learn from his experience of failure,
is going to make him better fitted to undertake the task in the
right way and at the right time.

He flees from Egypt, he takes refuge in the seclusion of Midian.
There for the long span of forty years this chosen vessel is put
to the severe test of waiting. How nature would rebel against
it. How much would an ardent and fervent spirit chafe with
impatience. What opportunities would the time thus spent in
waiting afford for deep exercise of mind, and discipline of heart
by pondering the past. How humbling to become a shepherd
after being a favourite at the Egyptian court, for" every shepherd
is an abomination to the Egyptians" (Gen. xlvi. 34).

By all this God wisely designed to empty him of himself, and
to make him depend upon the strength of grace. Waiting in
secret, with God much in one's thoughts, tends to do this for the
soul. Loneliness and isolation are made blessed when they are
sanctified by spiritual meditation-. As Paul went to Arabia, John
to Patmos, and Elijah to the Brook Cherith, may God similarly
bless to us our isolations.

In more recent times Luther did his best work, that of Biblical
translation, when imprisoned in the Wartburg, which he called
his "Patmos."

Moses' heart became alienated from worldly desires, and the
fruit of the practical working of faith is brought forth in him
(Heb. xi. 24-27). No longer does he covet the life and influence
of Pharaoh's court. He remains no longer haughty and rash,
but becomes meek and lowly in heart, like the best of Masters.
He has realized the practical importance of being alone with
God. And when patience has done its perfect work, when the
time has come for God to act through His servant, when the
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human instrument is prepared and ready for God to use, then
the vision, the call, and the commission come.

What a change we see in Moses forty years later! No longer
is he swayed by hasty, haughty rash zeal; his spirit is unobtru
sive, he has a humble backwardness and a modest shrinking
from his great work (Exod. iii. 11; iv. 10; James i. 19).

And when the soul has passed through a deep experience of
seclusion and communion with God, realizing by it our own
unworthiness, and that Gqd has only condescended out of His
grace to use us, there is the backwardness of true humility, of
the mature heart, the experienced believer, not the shallow
impetuosity of the proud novice.

" Not I, but Christ," said one of old who had learned through
grace to conquer his own rash excess of fleshly zeal, .and knew
the all-sufficiency of enabling grace, gentle patience, and the
power of all-conquering love.

YEA AND AMEN.

PAUL began his second letter to the Corinthians in all the love and
warmth of his heart, by wishing grace and peace to his friends, and
by blessing God, the Father of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Father
of mercies, and the God of all comfort. Paul knew what comfort
was, as he knew what tribulation was. The Father of mercies, he
said, balances them; consolation against suffering. Paul had
proved this, and he was confident that the same would be the
experience of the Church of God which was at Corinth. He him
self, he went on to say, had been so tried that he really thought
that death was the only way out. But deliverance came again;
another proof that God raises the dead. Paul knew that his
friends had prayed for him. It made him happy to consider
(2 Cor. i. 12) that it was by the direction and blessing of God
that his line of things was what it was, in the eyes of the world
and Church alike. His friends felt with him in all this, and he
longed to see them. He went on to explain his regret at not
being able to come as he had hoped, and evidently as he had given
them to expect. He was anxious that they should not think that
he had spoken lightly, as if indifferent to the sacredness of a
promise. He wanted them to believe that he meant what he
said. His yea was yea, and his nay, nay. Did he not serve the
Son of God and follow Him ~ And if he did, must it not be his
sacred duty to keep his word ~ All the promises of God were sure
and fixed. All His performances answered" Amen" to what had
been spoken. And, enlarging somewhat further on the work of
the Spirit of God in their hearts, Paul returned to the'question of
his coming to them.
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The verse I thought of particularly was the twentieth-" All
the promises of God in Him are yea, and in Him Amen, unto the
glory of God by us." His people, receiving what He has promised,
praise, bless, and thank (Le., they glorify Him). His promise has
been a "yea"; it is certain of fulfilment. Its fulfilment has
evoked their" Amen." God promised David that his son should
build a house, and the due season brought about Solomon's
loud "Amen." Was not Sarah's laughter a glad "Amen"
to the promise made to Abraham 1 Sarah said "Amen" once.
How often has the "Amen" been repeated by the children
of faith 1

The verse says that all the promises in Him are yea and Amen.
(I once saw in an excellent article that there is only one" HIM."
When we read the Gospel of the blessed God and read of Him, we
know Who it is: no explanation is needed.) The promises are in
Him, as true in their making as they are certain of being carried
out. In John xiii. we read that the Lord knew that the Father
had given all things into His hands. He was shortly, in His
sacrifice, to give His Amen to the verity of all God's promises in
the Law and the Prophets; and now, with all things in His hands
(or" in Him "), He gave to His apostles promises of peace and of
power, of tribulation and of strength and victory. He promised
them the Holy Spirit, and the loud " Amen" of Pentecost has
been followed by countless ones since. Christ has no threats for
His children; everything is a promise, since it works for their
good. If the" exceeding joy" that Peter spake of was a promise,
the fiery trial that was to go before must be the same. All that
comes has been promised by the Father and Christ, and all is
sanctified by the Spirit given.

"By us," the apostle says, "the poor dependants on His.
grace," driven or tossed, harried by the enemy, then rested and
hopeful, either full of misgivings or with their care cast on Him,
learning more or less quickly according as the grace of the Lord
appoints what it is to believe on Him, and to receive from Him
repentance and remission of sins~

David, in the eighty-ninth Psalm, sang of the faithfulness of
God, of His mercy and truth, of His justice and judgment. He
sang also of the blessedness of the people who knew the joyful
sound, and of their departures and defeats, but it ended thus,
as every new song will-if, indeed, the new song will ever end
"Blessed be the Lord for evermore, Amen and Amen."

FOLLOWER.ON.

" FOR the God of Whom the Bible speaks
Is just the same to-day."
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A MISSIONARY'S MIRACULOUS ESCAPE.
" Out of an horrible pit."

WITHOUT mentioning dates or places, we are giving to our reader5
a brief record of the miraculous escape of one of our missionary
sons. He was on his way to resume his missionary work. Other
missionaries were also on board. When a long distance from
land the vessel was attacked from the air by enemy bombs.
Many on board were killed. Large numbers took to the boats,
and were in the open sea,-a rough sea-for several hours in
great peril and danger. Eventually," by the sovereign mercy
of God," our son says, " we were picked up by a ship which came
to the rescue. We were brought in to --," an island. In the
journey to the island the men had to lie on the floor" with no
blankets, pillows, or bedding, wet through as the result of our
exposure, and the breaking of the waves over our boats. Fortu
nately I had my overcoat on when the attack came, but I have
no gloves, and my dress consists of grey flannel trousers (covered
with crude oil, blood, and sea water, and all my clothes underneath
are the same). I had on my life waistcoat, a clerical collar, and
a sports coat. Yet in spite of all the exposure, it is amazing how
people have come through, and even some little children. The
people showed us wonderful kindness. We were fed in batches,
and in the end most slept out. . . . While it was a very terrible
experience, as you will realize when you hear the details, God
gave me wonderful peace and calm, and enabled me to comfort
many while bombs were still falling, and it seemed as if none
might survive. I have been looked to as leader over all the
arrangements since, and it has been a great joy to be able to do
something in that way. We had a wonderful Thanksgiving
Service in the Town Hall on Sunday afternoon, with about 200
survivors present, and God gave me a message from Ps. xl. 2, 3,
, He brought me up also out of an horrible pit, out of the miry
clay, and set my feet upon a rock, and established my goings.
And He hath put a new song in my mouth, even praise unto our
God.' I h<tve never been at a more moving meeting. I sought.
to bring home the fact that there must be a purpose why God
had delivered us individually, undeserving as we are, while others
had lost their lives.

" We were brought across to the mainland at 3 a.m. on Monday
morning, and we got to -- in a snowstorm at about 9.30 a.m.
We have been in snow blizzards ever since.... Since then we
have had a bad night's journey in a crawling train, held up by
snow drifts. . . . I hope eventually we may recover most of our
property.... I think I shall be able to borrow some clothes
for the time being. I shall probably go to bed for twenty-four
hours.... How I thanked God that we were not able to get
passages for her (his wife) and children."
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.From another source we learn that our son arrived at his home
hatless, and looking more like a tramp than a clergyman. "His
clothes were caked and stiff with salt water, oil, and people's
blood."

In view of the censor, we have given only a bare outline of
the terrible experiences of our son and many others. All the
missionaries, we are thankful to say, escaped. This frightful
experience is only one illustration of what many are passing
through in this solemn time in our national history. How full
of gratitude to God ought we to be whose experiences are far
less trying. But we give this brief record so that our readers
may join us in full-hearted gratitude to God for the immensity
of the mercy He has shown in bringing our dear son out of the
horrible pit of danger into which he had fallen. Truly a new
song has been put into our mouths by our prayer-hearing God
-a song, even of praise unto our God.
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"THE LAST DISTRESSING HOUR."
WHEN people live in dark and difficult days, as we do now, it is
a grand thing to remind each other of the providences of God,
and tell again the old stories of His faithfulness. It is right, as
David says, that one generation should praise His works to
another, and abundantly utter the memory of His great goodness.
He Who sent Joseph into Egypt to save Israel and his children
from famine, Who commanded a widow woman to feed Elijah,
and sent an angel to open the prison doors for Peter, is still the
same to-day and for ever.

More than a hundred years ago, a young woman lost her
husband, and was left in great poverty with five little children,
There was no such thing as a Widow's Pension in those days,
and Mrs. Cann (as we will call her) knew that she could expect
nothing but what she earned herself for keeping the home together.
It was a very poor household with all her efforts; but Mrs. Cann
belonged to the family of God, for she had been brought to know
the Lord Jesus as her Saviour; and therefore, though she seemed
to be so very poor, she had a Father in heaven, with all the wealth
of the world in His hands. She was strong in faith, and when
sometimes she had to see her children hungry and cold, she would
always be ready with comforting words about the Heavenly
Father Who knew their needs. And help always came just in
the nick of time.

One day things were at their very worst. There was not a
scrap of food in the house; the fire was out; and the children
were crying with cold and hunger. Poor Mrs. Cann felt as if
her heart were breaking. It was bad enough to be cold and
starving herself; but to have her five little ones wailing and
pining, and hear their cries to her for food and warmth, was
almost past bearing. But even then she was borne up by the
promises of God, and she tried to cheer the children with strong
words of faith: "Only be patient a little longer, darlings; our
Father is sure to come and help us at last."

It was very cold. The little ones huddled close around their
mother beside the dead fire. All the time Mrs. Cann was crying
upon God in her heart to save them. One of the elder children
with the poker in her hand was trying to stir up a little heat
from the. pieces of burnt-out peat upon the hearth. She found
no kindling spark; but she did find something, something quite
unexpected. There was a little clink of metal; little hands
groped eagerly as the ashes fell apart, and brought out in triumph
a coin! There was a shout of joy. "It's money, mother!
.Now you can buy some peat, and we shall be warm."

Mrs. Cann took the coin wonderingly. Like the children, she
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took it to be copper at first, but somehow there was a paler,.
yellower gleam beneath the varnished surface. She began to·
rub and polish the piece in her apron. Yes! her suspicions were
right; it was gold. Trembling with excitement, she ran out.
to a jeweller's close by. The man examined the money carefully;
then he told her it was an old gold coin. He offered her quite
a lot of money for it; she took it, and hastened away to the
shops around. Bread was the first thing; then the peat, and
besides that she got potatoes and flour. Her arms were laden
with all these things when she got back to the eager children.
In no time she had them gathered around the warm fire, their
hunger satisfied and their misery forgotten.

But as soon as Mrs. Cann was sure that the urgent wants of
the family were supplied, she set out once more. There was still
some money left; she went into the town, and returned with
knitting needles, wool and silk. Her idea was that with these·
she might make all sorts of things to sell; and she began at once.
At first she took the articles she had made into the villages.
around, where they found a ready sale. Then as her work became
known, she found people would come to her to buy, and soon she
set up a little shop at home. This grew into quite a considerable
business, and now Mrs. Cann and her family had not only enough,
but something over!

The finding of that coin was the turning-point in the circum
stances of the little family; they never lacked again. But what
a chain of providences! It was the guiding hand of God that.
placed the coin deep in the piece of turf, that led Mrs. Cann to
buy that particular sod, and then at the moment of their deepest,
distress caused the little girl to stir the embers and bring the
coin to light. Their Father knew that they had need of all these
things; their God supplied all their need according to His riches.
in glory.

This God is our God! May the Holy Spirit teach us to trust
and not be afraid; for whatever may happen, it is for ever true
that" He abideth faithful." - DAMARIS.

3n !IDemoriam.
MR. A. VICTOR ALLEN.

THE English Churchman for April 3rd contained the following
touching reference to the late Mr. A. Victor AlIen :-

" We deeply regret to record the death of Mr. A. Victor Allen~

which occurred only nineteen days after he and Mrs. Allen had
celebrated their golden wedding. Mr. AlIen was a Christian
layman whose praise is in the Churches, for he gave himself
unstintingly to the work of evangelistic effort at home and abroad.
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lIe was the Hon. Treasurer of the Church Association, and for
many years a member of the Executive of the Bible Churchmen's
Missionary Society, and was a keen helper in the work of several
{)ther societies, besides being Chairman of the Lord's Day Observ
.ance Society.

" From the latter organization we have received the following
appreciation of Mr. AlIen's life and witness :-

" Mr. A. Victor AlIen, Chairman of the Lord's Day Observance
-Society, departed to be ' with Christ' on March 26th, 1941. His
passing leaves a big gap in the Society's ranks. Mr. Victor AlIen
nad served on its governing body for over seventeen years; and
was highly esteemed by all his colleagues as well as by the
members of the staff, for his gracious influence and helpfulness
in the work of the Society. He watched its phenomenal growth
of recent years with a heart full of rejoicing. Mr. AlIen's zeal
ior his Lord also showed itself in his home evangelistic labours,
in his foreign missionary interests, and in his warm support of
movements which stood for the truth and authority of God's
Word.

"We do not, however, sorrow as those without hope. We
realize that our dear friend is now in the nearer Presence of the
Divine Redeemer he loved and served so well-' In Whose presence
is fulness of joy.' To us who remain he has left behind him an
<example as an out-and-out Christian worker; and we thank
God on every remembrance of him. Henceforward the name of
Victor AlIen will always be to many of us a glad memory of a
radiant consecrated life, a call to magnify the Lord Who was the
All-in-all of his testimony. Indeed, in our opinion, no one with
whom we have been privileged 'to labour in Christian work more
truly exemplified in his life the words of the familiar verse:

"My God, the spring of all my joys,
The life of my delights;

The glory of my brightest days,
And comfort of my nights."

" To Mrs. Victor AlIen (widow) arid Mr. Norman AlIen (son) and
Mrs. R. F. Penfold (daughter) we tender our respectful sympathies
in the passing of a great-hearted husband and father. Lovingly
we would remind them the separation is but for a little while
and then a glorious Day of Reunion in the presence of the King.
-H. H. M."

For several years Mr. AlIen was Chairman of the Executive
Committee of the Bible Churchman's Missionary Society, and
earnestly devoted his time to the spread of the Gospel through
its means. About two years ago we met him at a luncheon of
the Church Association in London, and in course of conversation
he handed us a subscription for the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

Though we did not know his family, our sincere Christian
sympathy goes out to them in this great sorrow.
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IProtestant 16eacon.

LUTHER AND THE DEVIL.

PAUL calleth the Galatians foolish and bewitched, comparing
them to children, to whom witchcraft doth much harm. As
though he should say, It happeneth to you as it doth to children,
whom witches, sorcerers, and enchanters are wont to charm by
their enchantments, and by the illusions of the Devil. After
wards in the fifth chapter (of Galatians), he rehearseth sorcery
among the works of the flesh, which is a kind of witchcraft,
whereby he plainly testifieth, that indeed such witchcraft and
sorcery there is, and that it may be done. Moreover, it cannot
be denied but that the Devil liveth, yea reigneth throughout the
whole world. Witchcraft and sorcery therefore are the works
of the Devil; whereby he doth not only hurt men, but also, by
the permission of God, he sometimes destroyeth them.

Furthermore, we are all subject to the Devil, both in body
and goods; and we being strangers in this world, whereof he is
the prince and god. Therefore the bread which we eat, the
drink which we drink, the garments which we wear, yea, the
air, and whatsoever we live by in the flesh, is under his dominion.

But he doth not only bewitch men after this gross manner,
but also after a more subtle sort, and much more dangerous;
wherein he is a marvellous cunning workman. And hereof it
cometh that Paul applieth the bewitching of the senses to the
bewitching of the spirit. For by this spiritual witchcraft that
old serpent bewitcheth not men's senses, but their minds with
false and wicked opinions: which opinions, they that are so
bewitched, do take to be true and godly. Briefly, so great is
the malice of this sorcerer the Devil, and his desire to hurt, that
not only he deceiveth those secure and proud spirits with his
enchantments, but even those also which are professors of true
Christianity, and well affected in religion; yea, as touching
myself, to say the truth, he sometimes assaileth me so mightily,
and oppresseth me with such heavy cogitations, that he utterly
shadoweth my Saviour from me, and in a manner taketh Him
clean out of my sight. To be brief, there is none of us all which
is not oftentimes bewitched by false persuasions: that is to say,
which doth not fear, trust, or rejoice where he ought not, or
doth not sometimes think otherwise of God, of Christ, of faith,
of his vocation, etc., than he should do.

Let us therefore learn to know the subtle sleights of this
sorcerer, lest if he find us sleeping in security he deceive us by
his enchantments. True it is, that by his sorcery he can do
no hurt to our ministry; yet is he with us in spirit. Day and
night he rangeth about, seeking how he may devour everyone
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of us alone, and unless he finds us sober, and armed with spiritual
weapons, that is to say, with the Word of God and faith, he will
devour us.

This is the cause that he oftentimes stirreth up new battles
against us. And indeed it is very profitable for us that he thus
assaileth us, and by his subtle trains exerciseth us; for by this
means he confirmeth our doctrine, he stirreth up and increaseth
faith in us.

Indeed, we have been many times cast down, and yet still are
cast down in this conflict, but we perish not: for Christ hath
always triumphed, and doth triumph through us. Wherefore we
hope assuredly, that we shall also hereafter by Jesus Christ
obtain the victory against the Devil. And· this hope bringeth
unto us sure consolation, so that in the midst of our temptations
we take courage and say, Behold, Satan hath heretofore tempted
us, and by his false illusions hath provoked us to infidelity, to
the contempt of God, despair, etc., yet hath he not prevailed,
nor shall he prevail hereafter. "He is greater that is in us,
than he that is in the world" (1 John iv. 4). Christ is stronger,
Who hath and doth overcome that strong one in us, and shall
overcome him for ever. Notwithstanding the Devil sometimes
overcometh us in the flesh, that we may have experience of the
power of a stronger against that strong one, and may say, with
Paul, " When I am weak, then am I strong."

Let no man think therefore that the Galatians only were
bewitched of the Devil: but let every man think that he himself
might have been, and yet may be, bewitched by him. There is
none of us so strong that he is able to resist him, specially if he
attempt to do it by his own strength. "Job was an upright
and a just man, fearing God, and there was none like unto him
upon the earth" (Job. i. 8). But what power had he against
the Devil, when God withdraw his hand ~ Did not this holy
man horribly fall ~ Therefore this enchanter was not only
mighty in the Galatians, but he. goeth about continually to
deceive, if not all men, yet as many as he can, with his illusions
and false persuasions: "For he is a liar, and the father of lies»
(John viii. 44).

* * * * *
And surely I could never have believed, but that I have good

experience thereof at this day, that the power of the Devil is so
great, that he is able to make falsehood so like the truth. More
over (which is yet much more horrible), when he goeth about
to overwhelm sorrowful consciences with overmuch heaviness, he
can so cunningly and so lively change himself into the likeness
of Christ, that it is impossible for the poor tempted and affiicted
soul to perceive it; whereby many simple and ignorant persons
are deceived and driven down to desperation, and some also to
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destroy themselves; for they are so bewitched of the Devil,
that they believe this to be a most certain truth, that they are
tempted and accused, not of the Devil, but of Christ Himself....

On the other side, say not then: I am perfect: I cannot fall :
but humble thyself, and fear, lest, if thou stand to-day, to
morrow thou be overthrown. I myself, although I be a doctor
of divinity, and have now preached Christ, and fought against
the Devil in his false teachers a great while, by mine own experi
ence have found how hard a matter this is. For I cannot shake
off Satan as I desire: neither can I so apprehend Christ as the
Scripture setteth Him forth: but oftentimes the Devil setteth
before mine eyes a false Christ. But, thanks be to God Who
keepeth us in the Word, in faith and in prayer, that we may
walk before Him in humility and fear, and not presume of our
-own wisdom, righteousness, and strength, but trust in the power
of Christ, Who is strong when we are weak, and by us weak and
feeble creatures continually overcometh and triumpheth; to
Whom be glory for ever.

This bewitching then, and this sorcery, is nothing else but a
plain illusion of the Devil, printing in the heart a false opinion
of Christ and against Christ, and he that is deluded with this
opinion is bewitched. They therefore that hath this opinion,
that they are justified by the works of the law, or by the tradi
tions of men, are bewitched; for this opinion is against faith
and against Christ. Paul useth this word (bewitching) in con
tempt of the false apostles, which so vehemently urged the
doctrine of the law and works. As if he should say, What a
devilish bewitching is this 1 For as the senses are perverted
by bodily witchcraft, so are the minds of men also deluded by
this spiritual witchcraft.-Luther's Commentary on Galatians,
pp. 143-147.

THE MAY ISSUE.

THE destruction by enemy action of our esteemed printers'
premises made it doubtful if the Magazine for May could be issued.

Our readers are asked to join us in thanking God that despite
great difficulties the May number is being sent forth.


