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~l)t jfamilp taortion:
OR, WORDS OF SPIRITUAL CAUTION, COUNSEL, AND COMFORT•

.. Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort
them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are

comforted of God."-2 CORINTHIANS i. 4.

NO MORE SIN OFFERING

et Now where remission of these is, there is no more offering for sin."
-HEB. x. 18.

Tms is a most important declaration. I t is a declaration which
every member of God's family needs to keep in mind. It is a
declaration which our English Reformers expected every Church of
England minister to believe and teach. They spoke of Christ's
" Oblation" as "finished upon the Cross." They said, "There is
none other satisfaction for sin, but that alone." Hence they went
on to say, "Wherefore the sacrifices of Masses, in the which it was
commonly said that the priest did offer Christ for the quick and the
dead, to have remission of pain or guilt, were blasphemous fables,
and dangerous deceits" (Article XXXI). Yet, in spite of the
teaching of the Reformers, it is now claimed that the so-called
priests of the Church of England are empowered to r< offer the un
bloody sacrifice of the Eucharist for both the living and the
departed" (English Church Union Gazette, June, 1922).

The late Bishop J. C. Ryle said that the Romeward Movement in
the Church of England is responsible for" calling the Lord's Supper
a Mass," " The Lord's table an altar," "calling every clergyman a
sacrificing priest." Such terms in effect deny the words of Scrip
ture, which says, cc There is no more offering for sin." The chapter
from which these words are taken begins by telling us that the
yearly sacrifices, offered on the Day of Atonement in connection
with the old covenant, could never make the corners thereunto
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perfect. They could never secure for them real forgiveness of sin.
If they did secure this great blessing they would have ceased to be
offered, "because the worshippers once purged should have had no
more conscience of sin." As the case stands, however, "in these
sacrifices there is a remembrance again made of sins every year."
The sacrifices were only a shadow of good things to come. They
were only typical of the one and only sacrifice which could put away
sin. "For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats
should take away sins." Thus, under the old ~ovenent, and by
means of the sacrifices of bulls and of goats, no forgiveness was
possible, because only the blood of Christ, which was not then shed,
could put away sin. So Christ, speaking prophetically in the
fortieth Psalm, said, " Sacrifice and offering Thou wouldest not, but
a body hast Thou prepared Me: in burnt offerings and sacrifices
for sin Thou hast had no pleasure. Then said I, Lo, I come, to do
Thy will, 0 God." These burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin were
offered py the Mosaic law, but when He said in prophecy, "Lo, I
come to do Thy will. He taketh away the first, that He may establish
the second." That is, Christ took away the typical sacrifices and
abolished them, that He might establish His Own sacrifice for sin,
as the only ground and means of the forgiveness of sins. By His
doing the will of His Father, by His once for all offering of Himself
for sin, all His believing people" are sanctified through the offering
of the body of Jesus Christ once for all." The Jewish priest stood
daily "ministering and offering oftentimes the same sacrifices,
which can never take away sins: but this Man, after He had offered
one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God;
from henceforth expecting till His enemies be made His footstool.
For by one offering He hath perfected for ever them that are
sanctified." The Jewish priest went on ministering and offering.
His offerings never secured the blessing of forgiveness, and so his
work, being typical only, was never finished. But Christ sat down
at the right hand of God. He had finished the work of offering a
sacrifice for sin, because His offering had secured once for the all
the blessing of forgiveness for all who had faith in His merits. This
great and glorious truth of the real and eternal forgiveness of sin
in the case of all true believers is borne witness to by the Holy
Ghost in the promises of the new covenant, quoted in this chapter,
and quoted also in Hebrews viii. 7-13. (See also Jeremiah xxxi.
31-34.)

This new covenant of grace was to supersede the old covenant of
works. Read carefully the words of Hebrews viii. 7-13, and one of



The Gospel Magazine 131

the great promises of the new covenant assured God's believing
people of real and permanent remission of sin. That promise said,

. U Their sins and iniquities will I remember no more." The ground
for this great blessing was not the sacrifices for sin in connection
with the old covenant, but the one sacrifice for sin offered once for
all by Christ, the Surety of the new covenant. He is " a Surety of
a better testament or covenant" (Heb. vii. 22). In reference to
Him it is written, "Now once in the ~nd of the world hath He
appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself." He" was
once offered to bear the sins of many." After He had offered one
sacrifice for sins for ever, He sat down. For by one offering He
hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified" (Heb. ix. 26, 28;
x. 12, 14).

Thus the blood of Christ's sacrifice "cIeanseth from all sin"
(1 John i. 7). It really secures the blessing promised in the new
covenant. It secures remission of sins. Hence, it is written, "Now
where remission of these is, there is no more offering for sin."

1. First, then, observe that under the new covenant there ts

remission of sin.

The Lord Who promised the blessings of the new covenant says,
"I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no
more." Jehovah Himself, to Whom alone it appertains to forgive
sins, promises this great blessing, and He promises that He will
remember His people's sins no more. Hence the forgiveness is
eternal. Hence there is eternal deliverance from the penalty of sin.
Whereas before, the wages of the sins of God's people was death,
now" the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord"
(Romans vi. 23). "To Him (i.e., to Christ) give all the prophets
witness, that through His name whosoever believeth in Him shall
receive remission of sins" (Act x. 43).

2. Secondly, observe that the great blessing of remission or
forgiveness of sins has been abidingly secured by Christ's
offering Himself as a sacrifice for sin. .

"This is (represents) my blood of the new testament (or
covenant), which is shed for many for the remission of sins"
(Matthew xxvi. 28). He shed His blood to secure this great blessing.
"He bare our sins in His Own body on the tree" (1 Peter ii. 24).
He "hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a
curse for us" (Gal. iii. 13). "He hath once suffered for sins, the
Just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God" (Gal. iii. 18).

Having done this there is no need to do it again, "for by one
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offering He hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified." "He
offered one sacrifice for sins for ever." He did it once for all. His
offering was " the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all."
cc Once in the end of the world hath He appeared to put away sin
by the sacrifice of Himself." His next appearing will be an appear
ing, " the second time without sin unto salvation." When He comes
the second time He will come without being burdened with the sins
of His people in order to bear their penalty. He will come unto
salvation. He will come to bring His redeemed people into full and
permanent salvation. "For God hath not appointed us to wrath,
but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ, Who died for us,
that, whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with Him"
(1 Thess. v. 9, 10). Hence, dear Christian friends, " There is there
fore now no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus."
Glorification, not condemnation, is now our predestined portion.
We can now say, "Who can be against us?" We can also say,
" Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect?" "Who
is he that condemneth?". "Who shall separate us from the -love of
Christ?" We can go on to the full conviction that no conceivable

.thing" shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in
Christ" Jesus our Lord." Read for your own comfort Romans viii.
1, 30, 31, 33, 34, 35, 38, 39).

3. Thirdly, observe that all this, being clearly and Scripturally
true, we can now say, "Now where remission of these is,
THERE IS NO MORE OFFERING FOR SIN."

Think, ye people of God, of the inferences which we must draw
from that declaration. If there is no more offering for sin, then
there is now no more altars upon which sin-offerings need to be
offered. They are abolished. Why, then, do people speak of the
table used for the Lord's Supper as an altar? To do so is absolutely
unscriptural. Our Lord said, "Behold, the hand of Him that
betrayeth Me is with Me on the table," not the altar (Luke xxii. 21).
Ye readers who are members of the Church of England, look at your
Prayer Books. Read the rubrics in the Communion service and
you will find the Reformers spoke of the table eight times, calling
it " the table" or "the Lord's table," but never calling it the altar.
They rejected the doctrine that the Lord's table was an altar,
because they believed the Scripture which teaches there is now no
more offering for sin. Yet, as a result of the Romish movement in
the Church of England, it is now quite a common thing to hear
people calling the Lord's table an "altar." We remember once

J.._
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reading a non-conformist using that title of the table. There is
greater need of the study of the Scriptures and a greater need of
exact teaching of the great doctrines of Scripture. One of the great
evils of the times is the great ignorance of the Word of God. True
believers especially should regularly read the Bible through, and
repeat their reading of it again and again, and their constant prayer
should be, "Open Thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous
things out of Thy law" (Psalm cxix. 18).

Note, further, that if there is no more offering for sin, there are
no more sacrificing priests. We have seen that the Anglp-Catholics
speak of Church of England so-called priests being empowered to
"offer the unbloody sacrifice of the Eucharist for both the living
and the departed." But the Church of England ministers are not
sacrificing priests. The late Dr. R. P. Blakeney says Nicholls
remarks: "Our English word Priest comes immediately from the
French word Prestre, or Pretre, which is but a contraction of
Presbyter or Presbuterus, and in its proper signification does denote
no more than Elder. But there seems to be an abuse of the word
crept into our language, and that of considerable standing, viz., to
use the word only for sacrificer. For according to our common way
of speaking, whenever the word Priest is named, people have
presently a notion of sacrifice which was never intended by the
first imposition of the word." This statement shows clearly that the
word" priest" does not mean one who offers a sacrifice, but merely

.an Elder. Ministers of the Church of England therefore are not
sacrificing priests, but elders or presbyters-the title given to
ministers of the Gospel in Scripture. (See Acts xiv. 23; xx. 17).
Anglo-Catholics, however, persist in calling Church of England
ministers sacrificing priests because they have adopted Romish
speaking of a minister of the Gospel as a priest, because its real
meaning is now so universally ignored. Dr. Blakeney goes on to
say, "The Church of England in her Homilies says: 'Herein thou
needest no other man's help, no other sacrifice or oblation; no
sacrificing priest; no Mass; no means established by man's inven
tion.'" Again, Dr. Blakeney says, "The word which denotes a
sacrificing priest is nowhere applied in the New Testament to
ministers of the Gospel" (Blakeney's Handbook of the Liturgy of
the Church of England, pp. 215-217).

Be it then remembered that as " there is no more offering for
sin," there is no more altar and no more sacrificing priest. Christ
Himself is our eternal High Priest, but in His case there is no more



offering for sin. He has finished the work of offering for sin. His
priesthood now is a priesthood of intercession only. "He is able
also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by Him,
seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them" (Heb. vii. 25).

We have pointed out that the offerings for sin under the old
covenant did not secure forgiveness, "for it is not possible that the
blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins" (Heb. x. 4).
How, then, were Old Testament saints for:given? Only by the
blood of Christ. Note the words of Hebrews ix. 14, 15: "How
much more shall the blood of Christ, Who through the eternal
Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, purge your conscience
from dead works to serve the living God? And for this cause He is
the Mediator of the new testament (covenant), that by means of
death for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the
first testament (covenant), they which are called might receive the
promise of eternal inheritance." Thus Christ's death was to secure
.deliverance from the penalty of the transgressions in old testament
times as well as deliverance in these times. All who are forgiven
and enter the eternal inheritance are forgiven on the ground of
Christ's atoning death, whether they lived in the past or in the
pres_ent or in future times. David could say of God's people, " As
far as the east is from the west, so far hath He removed our trans
gressions from us." He could say of himself, "Thou forgavest the
iniquity of my sin" (Psalm xxxii. 5; ciii. 12).

Paul could say of Abraham, " Abraham believed God, and it was
counted unto him for righteousness" (Rom. iv. 3). In other words,
Abraham, thousands of years ago, was justified by faith in Christ,
;;md therefore forgiven even as we are. He is "the father of all
them that believe, though they be not circumcised; that righteous
ness might be imputed unto them also " (Romans iv. 11).

Hezekiah, in Old Testament times, could say, "Thou hast cast
all my sins behind Thy back" (Isaiah xxxviii. 17).

All believing sinners in all ages are " justified freely by His grace
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: Whom God hath set
forth to be a propitiation through faith in His blood, to declare His
righteousness for the remission of sins that are passed (done afore
time, R. V.), through the forbearance of God; to declare, I say, at
this time His righteousness: that He might be just, and the Justifier
Qf him which believeth in Jesus" (Romans iii. 24-26). Dr. Charles
Hodge, in his commentary on these verses, says, "The meaning of
the whole verse therefore is, 'God has set forth Jesus Christ as a

l
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propltIary sacrifice, to vindicate. His righteousness or justice, on
account of the remission of the sins committed under the former
dispensation'; and not under the former dispensation only, but also
in the remission of sins at the present time, as the Apostle imme
diately adds." Thus all believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, the
one and only Redeemer, are all saved in the same way. They are
all washed and made white in the blood of the Lamb. The song of
them all will be, "Unto Him tpat loved us, and washed us from
our sins in His Own blood . . . to Him be glory and dominion for
ever and ever. Amen" (Revelation i, 3,4).

" Not all the blood of beasts
On Jewish altars slain,

Could give the guilty conscience peace,
Or wash away the stain.

" But Christ, the heavenly Lamb,
Takes all our sins away;

A sacrifice of nobler name,
And richer blood than they.

. "My faith would lay her hand
On that dear head of Thine,

While like a penitent I stand,
And there confess my sin.

" My soul looks back to see
The burdens Thou didst bear

When hanging on the cursed tree,
And hopes her guilt was there.

" Believing, we rejoice
To see the'curse remove;

We bless the Lamb with cheerful voice,
And sing His bleeding love." (Dr. Watts).

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynrt, Norfolk.

THE EDITOR

(Thomas Houghtorf.



136 The Gospel Magazine

ENGLAND'S CONDITION AND ITS NEED OF
EVANGELIZATION

r< Christ sent me not to baptise, but to preach the Gospel."
-1 CORINTHIANSi. 17.

THE Report of a recent Commission on Evangelism has drawn
attention to the deplorable condition of our country in regard to its
moral and spiritual condition, and it is felt that something. should
be done in the hope of bringing about repentance towards God and
faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ. Sabbath desecration abounds,
and even Christian people are not free from failure to remember the
Sabbath to keep it holy. Immorality and marriage unfaithfulness,
gambling, drunkenness,· and crime, even amongst the young, stalk
through the land. Spiritual deadnessand indifference to heavenly
things appear on every hand, and places of worship are largely
empty. In fact, the country is lapsing into paganism. Of the
larger number it can be truly said, " There is no fear of God before
their eyes." No reverence for God, no reverence for His Word, and
no reve;ence for His day, characterise the greater number. Children
are allowed to run riot. Disobedience to parents and disregard for
all authority make the instruction of the young in Sunday Schools
a painful and disheartening business. If we look at the Churches,
established and free, we find that the errors of sacerdotalism and
modernism have taken a firm hold of large numbers, and formalism
and worldliness abound. Those who value the truths of the old
Gospel find it difficult to find a church or a chapel where the old
truths are proclaimed, and where worship in spirit and in truth is
encouraged. Though God has severely chastised us through the
terrible world war, and is still chastising us by famine and a lack of
goodyvill among the nations, there is no indication of repentance for
national and ecclesiastical sins. Hardness of heart and contempt of
God's Word and commandment are the order of the day. Under
this sad and saddening condition of things, what needs to be done?

,1. First, there is need for the remnant of God's true people in
the land to humble themselves before God.

We are part of the nation in which so much sin and error abound.
There is need for individual humiliation before God. Daniel,
though himself a true servant of God, said, r< We have sinned, and
have committed iniquity." "To us belongeth confusion of face: to

)
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our kings, to our princes, and to our fathers, because we have
sinned against Thee." "All Israel have transgressed Thy taw."
(Daniel ix. 5, 8, 11). Our whole nation is more or less guilty.
High and low, rich and poor, the godly and the ungodly, are more
or less guilty of sin against God. Daniel felt the enormity of sin.
He felt it was an awful thing for his people to have sinned, as they
had done, against his God, and the God of his fathers, and he felt
that he himself had reason to humble himself before God as- one
who was by no means free from sin.

Surely this is a time when the godly remnant in the land need to
say with Ezra, " 0 my God, I am ashamed and blush to lift up my
face to Thee, my God: for our iniquities are increased over our
head, and our trespass is grown up unto the heavens" (Ezra ix. 6).
Surely, we must confess, we who, through infinite grace, are num
bered amongst the Lord's people, that all is not right with us. "In
many things we offend all " (lames iii. 2). Do we truly observe the
Sabbath day, all of it from morning until evening? Do we make
such preparations on the day before the Sabbath as shall make it
easy and comfortable for us and our families to be in our places
morning and evening on the Sabbath day? Then, are we, who are
godly parents, bringing up our children in the nurture and admoni
tion of the Lord? Are we putting their spiritual welfare first, and
before all other things? Are we putting their education and
worldly advancement in a secondary position? Are we care,ful in
reference to the schools they attend and the company they keep?
Are we keeping separate from all conformity to the world arid its
ways, and willing to go forth unto our Lord and Master without the
camp bearing His reproach? "Be ye separate" is.a precept of
increasing importance in these solemn and evil days.

We are living, dear Christian readers, in very dangerous days, and
we need increasingly to watch and pray against the world, the
flesh and the devil. We have said there is need for individual
humiliation before God. In addition, there can be collective
humiliation before God. Only we need to seek only the fellowship
of the truly godly so that we can agree as touching anything we
shall ask. (See Matthew xviii. 19, 20).

2. Secondly, there is clamant need for the leaders of the
Churches to humble themselves before God.

All is not right with them. How can we expect God's smile and
blessing if we continue in our Churches sacerdotalism, modernism
and worldliness? The Church of England has grievously departed

" from Bible and Reformation principles. The Mass and the Con-

cdi ""



fessional have been brought back, and our Churches are full of the
paraphernalia of Romanism. Our Cathedrals and Churches need
to be cleared of altars, so-called, crosses, crucifixes, candles, sacer
datol vestments, copes, mitres, pastoral staffs, pompous processions,
surpliced choirs, reservation of the sacrament, and all the errors
associated with the Anglo-Catholic Movement in the Church of
England. We need to get back to Bible truth and Bible simplicity
and spirituality of worship.

What about Noncomformity? Is it not true that higher critical
teaching and modernism dominate, more or less the Free Churches?
Did not Spurgeon feel it necessary to come out of the Baptist Union
because of downgrade teaching? Are things any better now? No
doubt there are many who still cling to the old paths, but godly
'people who love the old truths do not hear them in many of the
Free Churches.

Is there not need in all the Churches to take care to avoid having
unconverted ministers, unconverted Church officers and uncon
verted Sunday School teachers? Then what about -the methods af
getting money for the Lord's work in the Churches in general? Can
we justify from Scripture whist drives and dances, worldly bazaars,
concerts and worldly entertainments, and silver collections, in order
to get money for the Lord's work? Did :Moses, when about to erect
the tabernacle, or David, when preparing for the building of the
temple, resort to such methods? Did the Apostles seek in these ways
to get money for the Lord's work?

Is it not true that the professing Church has largely ceased. to
regard the Bible, the inspired Word of God, as her only rule of faith
and practice? Back to the Bible for the doctrines we should teach,
for the precepts we should obey, and the kind of lives we should
live. Back to the power of the Holy Ghost for the help we need to
walk daily in the fear of the Lord and in 'the comfort of the Spirit's
presence.

Surely we cannot expect God's blessing, either in the land, or in
the Churches, if we walk contrary to Him. Sin, grievous sin, lies
at the door of the Churches for going back from Reformation
principles and practices, and for cherishing modernistic teaching
which denies the Virgin Birth, the resurrecton of Christ, and His
second coming, and which rejects the doctrine of substitution and
the plenary inspiration of the Bible. Along with all this is the
worldly pomp associated with Anglo-Catholicism. If we are to
expect God's smile and blessing, we need to make a clean sweep of
these evils.

I

~
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3. Thirdly, there is great need for penitent prayer to go up to
God for the putting forth of the power of the Holy Ghost.

We have just been reading the foregoing notes and found that
we had begun to write this article, and then put the notes away and
forgotten them. It occurs to us, however, that what we have written
still needs to be emphasised, so we now, in the Lord's name, proceed
to complete the article, begun some time ago. Even if many of the
things written have been referred to before, we say with the
Apostle, "To write the same things to you, to me indeed is not
grievous, but for you it is safe" (Philippians iii. 1).

So we proceed with our third point: the great need of penitent
prayer for the putting forth of the power of the Holy Ghost. He
alone can quicken the dead. God alone can give repentance and
faith. He alone can save guilty sinners. What terrible spiritual
deadness prevails in our streets, lanes, villages, towns, and cities.
Yesterday I read in The Times of an all-night queue. "A Man
chester man began to queue at 11 o'clock in the cold on Saturday
night for the sale" on Sunday morning of two-shilling tickets for
a football match which was expected to take place on the following
Saturday. "There was a queue of 10,000 before the gates opened
for the morning sale, and by 4 p.m. all the 50,000 tickets had been
sold. No. more than two tickets were allowed to each applicant.
There were a few cases of collapse owing to the cold." Think, dear
readers, of this incident. A queue began on Saturday night at t 1
and continued till 4 p.m. on Sunday-the Lord's Day, the Day the
Lord commanded should be kept holy. During that time 50,000
tickets were sold for admission to a football match on the following
Saturday. These people were keen on possessing these tickets. It
mattered not to them that the sale of the tickets took place on the
Lord's Day. No divine command must hinder them from obtaining
the tickets that would secure their entrance to a football match a
few days subsequently. What about their obedience to the com
mand of the most high- God? What about listening to His voice?
What about the awful sin of hardening their hearts and failing to
listen to His voice?

This, too, in so-called Christian England. is not this one o(the
$ins which will characterise the last days? "Men shall be lovers
of pleasures more than lovers of God" (2 Timothy iii. 1-4).

How helpless we are in presence of the evils that are to charac
terise the last days. Should we not cry out, then, " 0 Lord, revive
Thy work in the midst of the years, in the midst of the years make
known; in wrath remember mercy" (Habakkuk iii. 2)? " Wilt

.. •
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Thou not revive us again, that Thy people may rejoice in Thee? "
(Psalm lxxxv. 6). Do we not all need to say, "Quicken Thou me
according to Thy word" (Psalm cxix. 25)?

" Revive Thy work, 0 Lord,
Thy mighty arm make bare;

Speak with the voice that wakes the dead,
And make Thy people hear."

Only God can quicken the spiritually dead. No one knows how
many of the millions at home and abroad are yet to be turned from
darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they
may be pardoned now and glorified hereafter. May the Lord
enable us to give ourselves to prayer, "that the word of the Lord
may have free course 'and be glorified" (2 Thessalonians iii. 1).

4. Finally, there is great need for a return to the preaching of
the pure Gospel of the grace of God. .

This is the only message which the eord Jesus Christ bids His
messengers to proclaim. "Go ye into all the world, and preach the
Gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is baptised shall
be saved; but he that believeth not shall be saved." "After that in
the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased
God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe."
Paul said, " Christ sent me not to baptise, but to preach the Gospel."
(1 Corinthians i. 21, 17). After the great Apostle had preached the
Gospel for many years, he said, "I am not ashamed of the Gospel
of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to everyone
that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek" (Romans i.
16). Here is the divine command and here is an Apostle who went
on obeying the command. May all true preachers likewise obey,
and go on obeying. Refrain from every other message, and rest
assured that Christ shall see of the travail of his soul and be satisfied
as a result of preaching His Gospel and being content with His
message, without any subtraction from it or any addition to it. Like
the Old Testament prophets, we may be mocked, His message may
be rejected, His Word of good tidings may be despised, but if we
obey His command, and, humbly in obedience to His command, go
on obeying, He wilt say, "Well done." He says, "My Word shall
not return unto Me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please,
and it shall prosper in the thing whereunto I sent it" (Isaiah Iv. 11).

We live in days when cinematograph films, solos and quartettes
are resorted to as additions to the Gospel message, but can we
justify the use of these things from Scripture? On the day of Pente
,"ost 3,000 were converted by means of a single sermon accompanied
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by the Holy Ghost. There was no choir, no solos, no organ, and yet
3,000 were divinely called and saved. All through the Acts of the
Apostles no mention is made of the modern means of attracting
people to hear the Gospel. The Apostles were content to preach the
pure Gospel without any of the modern additions now so common.
There were no great campaigns by which London was invaded by
a mixed multitude of preachers with the idea of doing some form
of good. The Apostles were content simply to obey their Master's
command. It seems to us that if we are governed by the Spirit and
Word of God, we shall be right in imitating them in their message
and in their methods. We do not suggest that it is wrong to use
a simple musical instrument to enable congregations to sing a hymn
to the right tune and time, but we feel that it is unscriptural to
resort to the many other methods now getting so common. Our
concern should be that we preach the pure Gospel of the grace of
God in dependence on the power of the Holy Ghost. It may be
that we may in these apostate days fail to get crowds, and may even
not get much spiritual encouragement. Noah seems to have
preached without any converts, and the prophets sent to Israel were
mocked and their message rejected. Christ Himself was despised
and rejected of men. It is ours, however, to preach God's pure
Word, whether our hearers will hear or forbear. We humbly feel
that the Gospel, and the Gospel alone, is the power of God unto
salvation, and He, in the exercise of His sovereignty, will eventually
gather out a great multitude which no man can number out of all
nations, kindreds, people, and tongues. Christ has determined to
bring all His sheep into the fold, and nothing can thwart His
gracious purposes. (See John vi. 37; x. 16; Revelation vii., 9, 10,
14).

I
I

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn, Norfolk.

THE EDITOR

(Thomas Houghton).

THE GROWTH OF APOSTASY

IN a recent letter we read of a large church which holds about 1,000
having only 17 present. Yet it is located in a parish of about six
thousand. Later, we heard of a village church, which used to have a
good congregation, having only about seven present. It also had a
flourishing Sunday School; now the children queue up to attend a
Sunday cinema by bus. Yet the voice of God from Sinai still says,
.. Remember the Sabbath daJ), to keep it holJ)."

j
I



142

HW Ai MUM·

The Gospel Magazine

~tlgrtm ~aper6.

WELLSPRINGS

.. There are many devices in a man's heart; nevertheless, the counsel of
the Lord, that shall stand."-PROVERBS xix. 21.

ONE of the most gracious and precious titles of the Lord Jesus is that of
Counsellor. We get it in that sublime verse of promise (Isaiah ix. 6),
where a cluster of titles is given us of Him, the coming One, Who was
to be in His life on earth the mighty Saviour and Redeemer of His
people, and that people who would need Him to be all that is there
promised, even their Wisdom and the Man of God's right hand, Whom
He hath made stronger Himself and Who carries out the counsel :of His
will. Christ as the Sent One of His Father was to be the Counsellor.
In His .. Person in the divine essence, He is concerned in all the
counsels and decrees of the Most High; and as Partaker of man's
nature, He condescends to instruct the simple and ignorant among men.
Nothing was done without Him, as God: He was the Wisdom Who
counselled us all, as well as the Power Who executed all, and thus He
could declare of Himself, Counsel is Mine and sound wisdom; I am
understanding, I have strength" (Proverbsviii. 14). He was to build
.. the temple of Jehovah and gather together in one all His elect people
to be an holy temple in the Lord" (John xi. 52). He was to bear all
the glory, .. to sit, and rule upon His throne, and to be a Priest there,
and the counsel of peace was to be between them Jjoth" (Zech. vi.,
12, 13, Serle). Oh! what a remote distance and contrast have we here
between God's counsel and man's! Man's counsel at the best is liable
to mistakes and contingencies. It may fail, although given with the best
of motives, for, as the Scripture declares, there are" many devices in a
man's heart," and the motives from which they spring may differ and be
fraught with sin and the corruptions of the human heart. "Witty inven
tions" may include wicked devices where God is left out. I suppose
Adam and Eve thought they had done well for themselves when they
made themselves aprons out of fig leaves, which they sewed together
to hide their nakedness when conscious of their sin of disobedience.
But their device was out of the wickedness of their hearts, and futile!
The eye of the Lord seeth everything, and nothin~ is hid from His sight.

Again, we think of that wicked device of Joseph's brethren, whom they
hated in jealousy. .. Behold this dreamer cometh," they said one to
another as their brother appeared before them, sent of his aged father.
Our readers will recall that sacredly interesting narrative, and how they
stripped him of his" coat of many colours that was put upon him," and
dipped the coat in blood, and took it to his father, knowing he would
naturally suppose that " an evil beast had devoured him." Oh! that
awful and wicked device in those breathren's hearts! A wicked inven
tion indeed! And we think of David's touching prayer, weeping as he

•
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ascended the Mount Olivet, and praying that his God would .. turn the
counsel of Ahithophel into foolishness" (2 Samuel xv. 30), that wicked
device of the base traitor against the Lord's dear servant. What an awful
end that man came to when .. he saw his counsel was not followed "
(2 Samuel xvii. 23). These are amongst the many lessons we might
call for our subject, but let these suffice to suggest to our readers. And
they will all be convinced under the sanctifying influences of the Holy
Spirit that, sooner or later, man's counsel will be overthrown, and that
the supreme counsel of Jehovah must and will stand. .. God is of one
mind, and who can turn Him? " as declared the patriarch Job (xxiii.
13). David, in the Spirit-wrought confidence of faith, could likewise
rejoice in that" the counsel of the Lord standeth for ever," while He,
the Lord of heaven and earth, .. bringeth the counsel of the heathen to
nought and maketh the devices of the people of none effect" (Psalm
xxxiii. 11). His people are brought to rest there, that whatever devices
man may imagine, God's counsel is above and beyond them all, and He
declares, .. This is the purpose that is purposed upon the whole earth;
an'd this is the hand that is stretched out upon all the nations. F or the
Lord of hosts hath purposed, and who shall disannul it? And His hand
is stretched out, and who shall turn it back?" (Isaiah xiv. 26, 27),
Oh! the wonders of His love and mercy, that although that right hand of
our God has the pre-eminence in judging His enemies, it is still the hand
pre-eminent in love and mercy for His redeemed children. Excellent in
counsel indeed is He! How beautifully did Gamaliel's advice shine
forth when he addressed the Council and bade them to take heed what
they were doing to the persecuted apostles, whose only fault found
against them was that they were preaching Christ. .. Yemen of Israel,"
said this" doctor of the law, and had in high reputation of the people,"
.. take heed to yourselves what ye intend to do as touching these men....
Refrain from them and let them aTone, for if their counsel be of God 'ye
cannot overthrow it; lest haply ye be found even to fight against God"
(Acts v. 35, 39). Again, how truly did our God make the wrath of
man to praise Him in all the counsel ·of wicked men against one of His
suffering servants. .. All that sat in the council (against the holy
Stephen), looking steadfastly on him, saw his face as it had been the face
of an angel" (Acts vi. IS). We might say the same of the persecuted
saints who, being scattered abroad through the malignity of the enemies
of the Cross of Christ, .. went everywhere preaching the Word," Oh!
what a solemn day is awaiting the enemies of the Cross of Christ, who
attempt to destroy that which can never be destroyed! .. J ehovah shall
laugh at them" is a supremely solemn word (Psalm ii. 2), But it will
surely come to pass, and J ehovah shall have them in derision who dare
to oppose His sovereignty and will. That is one of the most solemn
utterances of Holy Scripture, yet His redeemed children will take covert
there, realising that they can never be lost nor put to confusion. The
counsel of the Lord will always stand for them and their eternal safety.

7
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GOD IS FORGOTTEN

WE are living in an age when men have forgotten God. They have
become engrossed in their own affairs. They have been puffed up in
their pride. They have put God out of their thoughts. The result is
that our boasted civilisation is rushing rapidly to its fall.-PRoFESSOR
j. GRESHAM MACHEN.

.. I will work, and who shall let it ~ .. is His sovereign, omnipotent Word•

.. For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been His
counsellor? or who hath first given to Him, and it shall be recompensed
unto him again ? For of Him, and through Him, and to Him, are -all
things, and to Whom be glory for ever. Amen" (Romans xi. 34-36).
Jeremiah likewise asks, .. Who hath stood in the counsel (margin, secret)
of the Lord? .. (Jer. xxiii. 18). One and all of our references do but
lead our thoughts to Him Who is the Counsellor, and Who alone can
give counsel to His people as their divine Wisdom and Counsellor! So
it is your and my hope and mercy, children of God, that He is not only
our Counsellor, but He is willing and able to grant counsel to His poor,
needy people (Col. ii. 3). 0 think of it, and what it means to every
heaven-born son and daughter of the Lord God Almighty! The
children of the world are glad to seek counsel from some eminent lawyer
when difficulties overtake them, and well is it that there are such who can
and do advise, where we should be in total ignorance, as to the best
course to pursue. But, after all, man's counsel at the best is liable to
contingencies, and even .. King's Counsel," being of the best and highest
order, ma'y fail as from fallible man. But with the Lord there is perfect
wisdom and perfect knowledge. And" There is no wisdom, nor
understanding, nor counsel against the Lord" (Proverbs xxi. 30). Oh!
the mercy for you and me, fellow-believer. that defenceless of ourselves
as we are, all the government of our lives is upon His shoulder (emblem
of strength), and that whilst we are and shall ever feel ourselves to be
feeble and impotent, we have in Him a mighty Counsellor, One Who
understands and undertakes, and Who can control all evenb and order
them, in our life's journeyings, for our good and His glory. He is
infinite wisdom, strength and love. It is He Who has promist'd to instruct
and _teach us in the way He would have us to go; and Who counselleth
us to buy of Him, .. gold tried in the fire that thou mayesl be rich; and
white raiment that thou mayest be clothed," to our own ett'rnal salvation
and His eternal praise and glory! Well may His poor and needy saints
pray in the language of the hymn,

.. Be Thou our Counsellor,
Our Pattern, and our Guide:

And through this desert land
Still keep us near Thy side;

o let our feet ne'er run astray,
Nor rove, nor seek the crooked way." R. t

t
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ROCK

A SERMON BY THE LATE VERY REVEREND HENRY LAw, M.A..
DEAN OF GLOUCESTER•

.. That Rock Was Christ."-I CORINTHIANS x. 4.
IT is a truth which cannot be too dearly prized, or too industriously
brought into use, that the field of nature is a volume full !of Christ. On
every side abundant objects picture Him. Piety looks around and learns
Gospel~lessons. Thus meditation is supplied with edifying stores, and
from familiar view gleans spiritual delight. While the unenlightened see
a bare prospect, the true believer finds an illustrative Bible in Creation's
wonders.

This statement is verified in the Rock. To casual observers, it frowns
a hard, impenetrable mass. It presents a stern front, devoid of verdure,
and barren <}f all charms. But to faith it gives instructive lessons, and
opens out some teaching images. Let us draw near and reverently
ponder; and may the Spirit which announced, .. that Rock was Christ,"
direct us to wise views!

I. The Rock is a hard substance. It is firm and strong. It melts
not like snow beneath the sunny rays. It yields not as wax \0 outward
pressure. It is not as soil easily indented by the spade and harrow. It
defies each rough assault.

These properties are emblems of Christ's person. Doubtless He is
very man. He has assumed our nature, and will for ever wear it. In
heaven He shows glorified humanity. But He is marvellously more.
He is God of God; and very God 'ofvery God. Therefore He is strong
in the might of omnipotence, and firm as Deity can be. Let faith
rejoice in every help to this assurance. In each Rock let it behold
Christ's strength.

11. The Rock stands out immovable in stability. Vast piles of sand
may be removed by art and industry. But what skill, what mechanism,
can prevail against the fixedness of the Rock! The waves may lash,
but all their fury beats in vain. The storm may hurl its fierce bolts
around, but the Rock totters not. The mass never shakes, nor tumbles,
nor succumbs. No object more exhibits resistance to all attempts to
move it.

In this stability Christ is apparent. We know that all the hostile
powers of earth and hell combined against Him. Satan assailed with

• bold effrontery, but was batHed and repulsed. Our Rock firmly stood
unmoved. The arch-enemy excited evil men to ply their utmost efforts.
But futile was their enmity, and vain their machinations. On the Cross
He showed all~conquering might. By death He destroyed him that had
the power of death. When all which diabolical hatred could excite had
burst upon His head, the Rock stood invincible. Let faith give thanks,
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and joy with joy unspeakable. The Rock on which it stands never can
be moved.

Ill. The Rock presents a sure foundation. Jesus in His heavenly
teaching speaks of the .. wise man which built his house upon' a Rock:
and the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and
beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it w~s founded upon a Rock ..
(Matt. vii. 24, 25).

Believers are represented as coming unto Jesus .. as unto a living
stone, and as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priest
hood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable unto God by Jesus
Christ" (1 Peter ii. 4, 5). Strong, indeed, are they who are thus
cemented into Christ. The union renders them one in firmness with the
divine foundation. As it can never be removed, so they endure in
undisturbable stability. Doubtless they will be sorely tried. Satan,
who assailed the Head, will use his every weapon against each member.
But as he failed to move our Rock, so will he fail when he assails the
building. The foundation cannot be destroyed: and no stone of the
building can be subverted.

IV. The Rock ,pours forth streams in the desert. When Israel
panted in a dry and thirsty land, the Lord gave them refreshment, not
from some cavern or moist vale, b~t from a rocky fissure. The people
at Rephidim were sorely distressed. Water failed. They and their
cattle had no supplies to slake their thirst. Their impatient threats drove
Nloses to the throne of grace. This refuge never fails. The Lord
replied, .. Behold, I will stand before thee there upon the Rock in
Horeb; and thou shalt smite the Rock, and there shall come water out of
it, that the people may drink" (Exodus xvii. 6). The yielding Rock
se'~t forth the needful help: and throughout the lengthened march
abundant water trickled in the rear.

The Spirit helps us to discern our never-failing stream. .. They drank
of that spiritual Rock that followed them, and that Rock was Christ ..
(1 Corinthians x. 4). That Rock is ever near, ready to refresh the
thirsty flock. .. When the poor and needy seek water, and there is none,
and their tongue faileth for thirst, I, the Lord, will hear them, I, the
God of Israel, will not forsake them" (Isaiah xli. 17). It is for ever
true, .. There is a river, the streams whereof shall make glad the city of
'God: the holy place of the tabernacles of the Most High" (Psalm
xlvi. 4). This river is the Spirit, the gift of Jesus. This the apocalyptic
seer beheld. .. He showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as
crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb" (Rev.
xxii. 1). Let, then, the parched and weary in all hours of need flee to
their Rock. Supplies will flow. They who seek to this Rock for
reviving grace, are .. as a well-watered garden, and like a spring of
water, whose waters fail not" (Isaiah lviii. 11).

V. The Rock affords refreshing shade. Isaiah, with enraptured
eye fixed on the coming Saviour, cries, .. A man shall be as an hiding
place from the wind. and a covert from the tempest; as rivers of water
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in a dry place, as the shadow of a great Rock in a weary land" (Isaiah
xxxii. 2). Lively images here show the excellency of our Lord. In
every need He is a solace and a st\re refuge. But the subject confines
our thought to the Rock diffusing shade around. Imagine, when a noon
tide of sultry heat oppresses, and fields are parched and dry, and
unmitigated rays assail the earth with fiery power, that a great Rock
invites to cool retreat. With eager step the traveller, the shepherd and
flock move towards it, and stretched beneath its shadowy arms obtain
relief.

Such is the shelter of the blessed Jesus in the heat of the scorching
day. The Church found this defence, and rejoiced beneath the partial
covering of the branches of a tree. .. I sat down under His shadow with
great delight, and His fruit was sweet to my taste" (Song ii. 3).
A gourd was great delight to the fainting Jonah. The pillar of cloud
by day warded off oppressive rays from the wayfaring camp. Much
more welcome is the covering shade of our beloved Lord. In ot\r 'journey
through earth's wilderness, we are exposed to burning trials. Satan's
darts are barbed with fire; persecution is inflamed with fury; temptations
are as a heated furnace. The menaces of the law are as the forked
lightning. But Jesus calls us to repose by His side. He gives the tender
assurance... The sun shall not smite thee by day, nor the moon by
night" (Psalm cxxi. 6).

This shade gives not only comfort, but fertility. Thus guarded the
fruits of grace thrive vigorously. It is written, .. They that dwell under
His shadow shall return; they shall revive as the corn, and grow as the
vine: the scent thereof shall be as the wine of Lebanon" (Hosea xiv. 7).

\'1. Birds see~ shelter in Roclrs. In these heights they safely build
their nests and rear their young. In the Canticles the Church is
addressed, .. 0 my Dove, that art in the clefts of the Rock! " (Song
ii. 14). Here the fowler can lay no snares. Here the archer can direct
no arrows. No climbing rustic can invade the secrecy.

Thus the Rock affords a shelter which no enemy can reach.

The soul, exposed to many terrors, is safe in the cleft side of Jesus.
In this position it enjoys security. .. Who can lay anything to the charge
of God's elect?" (Romans viii. 33, 34). The Saviour, wounded for
our transgressions and bruised for our iniquities. conceals from all the
fury of divine displeasure. The sword of vengeance is in Him sheathed.
There is therefore now no peril to them that are in Christ Jesus, who
nestle in the fissures of the Rock. The Church rejoices in the knowledge
that her .. place of defence is the munitions of Rocks" (Isaiah xxxiii.
16). When fears alarm, she flees to the Rock which is higher than all
foes, and gladly sings, .. Thou art my hiding-place" (Psalm xxxii. 7).
Believer, realise your happy state. Look out from the clefts of your
Rock, and smile at baffled foes.

VII. It is supposed that hives sheltered in a Rock give sweetest
hooey.· They are safe from exhalation of damp soil., Moses,

•
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enumerating the choice blessings bestowed on Israel. adds. .. He made
him to suck honey out of the Rock. and oil out of the flinty Rock"
(Deut. xxxii. 13). When it is stated that no good thing would have
been withholden from an obedient people. it is added. God .. would
have fed them also with the finest of the wheat. and with honey out of
the Rock would I have satisfied thee" (Psalm lxxxi. 16). Thus
Jesus supplies His people with rich joys. His word is a very hive of
exquisite repast. The invitation goes forth. .. Eat. 0 friends; drink.
yea. drink abundantly. 0 beloved" (Song v. 1). The Spirit testifies•
.. The judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether; more to
be desired are they than gold; sweeter also than honey and the honey
comb" (Psalm xix. 9. 10). Who can express the exuberant happiness.
when the King .. brings His beloved to the banqueting house. and His
banner over them is love" (Song ii. 4). Every promise. too. is replete
with sweetness. and they are exceeding many, great and precious.

Reviving power also issues from honey. Of ]onathan it is stated, that
.. he put forth the end of the rod that was in his hand, and dipped it in
an honeycomb, and put his hand to his mouth; and his eyes were en
lightened" (1 Samuel xiv. 27). Thus vigour and strength are renewed
to those who feast on honey from their Rock.

VIno The Rock stands not only as a refuge, and a spot whence
waters !low. and in which rich stores are hived; it also affords solemn
warning. F aIls from its heights. resulting from incautious steps, are
destruction.

Thus they who make profession of the faith of Jesus, and desert their
first love, enCGunter fearful fall. The Spirit warns... If after they have
escaped the poIlutions of the world, through the knowledge of the Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and over
come. the latter end is worse with them than the beginning. F or it had
been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness. than
after they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered
unto them" (2 Peter ii. 20, 21).

Alas! such cases are not rare. Stony-ground hearers too often show 'I.'
a blighted form. With joy they hear the Word, but there is no steady
step, no firm advance. The path is slippery, the head becomes dizzy,
some trial assails, the hold on Christ relaxes, a grievous fall ensues. and
mangled limbs proclaim a terrible catastrophe. Many run well, and
have good prospect of reaching the summit, but their end is to perish at
the base. Demas loves the world, and falls. Lot's wife looks back.
and stands a warning to the tottering professor. It is better never to
have seen the Rock. than to commence ascent, and stumble into ruin.

IX. Another warning speaks terribly. To some Christ is .. a stone
of stumbling, and a Rock of offence. even to them which stumble at the
Word. being disobedient" (1 Peter ii. 8). The pure. the holy walk
of faith, imposes a yoke which worldly shoulders will not bear. To
renounce the world, to flee its vanities. to tread down its cheating
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pleasures, to scorn its painted baubles, to reject its poisoned goblet, is ah
effort which the unstable refuse to endure. Then the end comes. The
Rock falls on them, and grinds them to powder. .. Those mine enemies,
who would not that I should reign over them, bring hither, and slay them
before Me" (Luke xix. 27). To stand on the Rock is everlasting life;
to reject it is eternal woe.

(

THE GOSPEL MUST FIRST BE PUBLISHED"

IN one of his acceptable visits to me, a beloved clerical friend was
recalling some of his past experiences when in South Africa. He found
himself one Sabbath morning far away from civilisation, and presently
reached the only habitation where the missionary was stationed. My
friend, in conversation, expressed the wish that he could have been
ministering somewhere on that sacred day, and to his surprise the
missionary said, " You can preach here if you like," and with some
natural incredulity my friend replied, "How can I? There is no one
to preach to." But the missionary assured him that was not the case,
and that if he desired to preach, he would get him the congregation. And
to Mr. --'s surprise, he picked up a large piece of iron rail and
began beating it on a heavy wire, saspended overhead. Still my friend
was (and very naturally so) incredulous. But," You wait and see"
was what the missionary said, and after the long clanging of that
improvised bell, they waited nearly two hours, when over the hills and
plain, and in the far distance, they watched the approaching natives of all
ages, some with just a scarlet blanket thrown about their bodies, with
fleet footsteps answering fleetly the call of the bell. The little church
was opened and filled. And the dear man of God felt constrained to
preach from the Word (Matt. xxvi. 13), "Verily I say unto you,
wheresoever this Gospel shall be preached in the whole world, there shall
also this, that this woman hath done, be told for a memorial of her."
It was a unique occasion and opportunity, and I believe his ministry was
not without seals whilst the Lord's faithful servant was in that unlikely
part of .. the whole world." R.

THE CHURCH OF IRELAND AND THE REFORMATION
WE were glad recently to learn that the following statement occurs on
page 584 of the Church of Ireland Prayer Book: .. The Church of
Ireland, as a Reformed and Protestant Church, doth hereby re-affirm its
constant witness against all those innovations in dootrine and worship,
whereby the Primitive Faith hath been from time to time defaced or
overlaid. and which at the Reformation this Church did disown and
reject."
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FORBID THEM NOT

IT happened the other day that my way took me down a series of those
lanes on which people's back-doors open; you know the kind---,--a narrow,
rough walk in which you have to be careful not to stumble over old tins
or broken bottles. One of these lanes became a little wider at the top,
lying in front of a row of poor little cottages. It was a lovely sunny
day, the morning of Good Friday, and even Arley Terrace looked quite
cheerful. In front of the cottages three little boys were kicking a ball
about, shouting to each other in the manner of small boys. I was not
attending to them at all, but a few words caught my ear and fixed my
attention as I hurried by. .. The Jews," began one strident voice;
well, in these days I suppose the Jews are notable enough to make even
children talk about them, so there was nothing remarkable in that. But
the speaker went on, .. The Jews didn't believe in Him. Nor the
Pharisees-they didn't believe in Him neither." I realised that it was
of the Lord Jesus they were talking. It was rather a breathles~

conversation, because the ball had to be kicked, and all three boys were
tumbling over each other. .. Jesus did miracles," said the second boy,
pausing whilst the third retrieved the ball. .. Yes, Jesus did miracles,"
said number one, .. I'll tell you how; it was because He had the power
of the Holy Spirit resting on Him." He delivered a violent kick to the
ball as he spoke, which the third boy set himself to stop. I heard no
more; I did not like to pause or even turn my head lest I should interrupt
the conversation, for they were evidently quite unconscious of anyone
besides themselves. It all happened just in those few moments as I
hurried by.

I wish I had been there to hear how the talk began. I should think
it was probably something to do with the meaning of Good Friday. It
gave me such a warm feeling. F or the children were chattering of the
Lord and His life upon earth just as if it had all happened the day
before. So may the little ones have talked more than nineteen hundred
years ago, as they played in the streets of Jerusalem. I remembered how
the boys and girls had shouted in the temple, crying .. Hosanna to the
Son of David." And as they played their games of weddings and
funerals in the market-place, I expect they often talked of the Miracle
worker and His cruel death.

It may be that as the little English boys spoke to each other of Jesus,
that the Lord hearkened and heard, and noted it in His book of
remembrance. For what the boy said was true; it was in the power of
the Holy Ghost that the Lord did all His wonderful works. . .. The
Spirit of the Lord ihall rest upon Him," said Isaiah; and the Lord Jesus,
quoting the words of the same prophet, applied them to Himself when
He read in the synagogue at Nazareth, .. The Spirit of the Lord is
upon Me." As Luke teIJs liS, Jesus returned after His baptism and
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temptation, .. in the power of the Spirit" unto Galilee, and there began
His ministry.

Truths such as this may be revealed to little children, whilst they are
still hidden from their wise and prudent elders. I believe children .often
have very serious thoughts-thoughts of God and of eternity, of sin and
of judgment to come-which they never think of telling to a grown-up.
Samuel was still a child when the Lord spoke to him; it was a little maid
who was impressed with the power of God in His prophet Elisha;
Josiah, the king, was only fifteen when it is said' of him that he began to
seek after the God of David, his father. And how many Christians can
look back to times in their childhood when they felt the first stirrings o~

the wind of the Holy Spirit upon their souls! In most cases the story of
the believer's experiences is known to God alone, but when we read the
lives of the more eminent among His servants, how often we see that the
work of the Holy Spirit began in childhood. Patrick was a boy of
sixteen when the Saviour found him, a lonely slave feeding pigs on an
Irish mountainside; Edward Tudor, the youn'g king, was sixteen when
he died, but his diary shows how truly he was taught of God. Many
biographies in more modem times show how God· speaks to young hearts:
Fnmces Ridley Havergal, Hudson Taylor, Thomas Bradbury-these
and many others describe the first movements of the Holy Spirit in early
childhood. We can no more implant eternal life in a child's heart than
we can harness the wind; salvation is indeed of God alone; but how
immensely important it is that our little children should from their earliest
days be taught the holy Scriptures, so that their minds at any rate may
have truth to feed upon. I am thankful to think that the little lad whose
remarks about the Lord Jesus I overheard whilst he was playing in the
back lane, could at least share with Timothy the privilege of having from
a child known the holy Scriptures which are able to make hIm wise unto
salvation!

When the day comes that" Jerusalem shall be called a city of truth,"
it is said that the streets of the city shall be full of boys and girls playing!
I expect their conversation then will be of the Lord Jesus; they will
speak of the glory of His Kingdom, and talk of His power, so that out of
the mouths of babes and sucklings God will still perfect praise.

-DAMARIS.

EVANGELICAL RELIGION

.. ITs theory is that the eternal Son of God, Jesus Christ, has by His
life, death, and resurrection, as our Representative and Substitute, ob
tained a complete salvation for sinners and a redemption from the guilt,
power, and consequences of sin, and that all who believe on Him are,
even while they live, completely forgiven and justified from all things
are reckoned completely righteous before God-are intere.sted in Christ
and all His bene.!Jts."-The late BISHOP]. C. RYLE.
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C'THE COMING OF THE SON OF MAN." By Pastor E. J. Poole
Connor. Pp. 60. Price 2/~. (The Sovereign Grace Advent

'Testimony, secretary, G. H. Fromow, 9, Milnthorpe Road.
Chiswick, London, W.4. Also Marshall, Morgan & Scott, Ltd.,
London and Edinburgh).

THE first edition of this excellent book on prophecy was issued in or
about the year i 91 3. It was approved by the late Pastors Frank H.
White and James Stephens, M.A. The esteemed author, in this third
edition, issued in 1947, sees no reason to depart from the beliefs it
expresses and in which he was nurtured, and he has gladly acceded to
its being reprinted. The preface to the £Irst edition says it .. is intended
for the use of beginners in the study of the Scriptures concerning the
Lord's Return. It is entirely non~controversial, and no reference is
made, therefore, to other views."

For ourselves, we feel that though the book is intended for beginners
in the study of prophecy, it may be read with profit by those who have
long been students of the prophecies concerning our Lord's second
coming. We have read it through with pleasure and thankfulness.
Although consisting of only sixty pages, it is full of clear and helpful,
and, as we believe, Scriptural teaching on this great and important
subject. The nine chapters of this little volume are taken up with the
prophecy of Daniel, the Olivet prophecy, Paul and the Thessalonians,
the coming of the Lord in relarion to the professing Church, watchfulness,
the purpose and methods of grace, and the imminence of the Lord's
coming. The subject is dealt witn simply and clearly. Further elucida~

tion of this great subject may be obtained in many other works, but the
present volume may be described as a clear and intelligible unfolding of
the truth concerning the Lord's coming in the view of the author and in
the view of large numbers who are rejoicingly looking forward in these
increasingly dark days to the time when the Lord shall descend from
heaven with a shout, and His people shall be caught up to meet Him in
the air, and so shall they ever be with the Lord. co I will come again,"
He says, co and receive you unto Myself; that where I am, there ye may
be also."

co DAVID BARON AND THE HEBREW CHRISTIAN TESTIMONY TO
, ISRAEL." Pp. 162. Price IOs. 6d. (The Hebrew Christian

Testimony to Israel, 189, Whitechapel Road, London, E.l, and
Mr. George H. Fromow, 9, Milnthorpe Road, Chiswick, London.
WA).

THE Hebrew Christian Testimony to Israel was founded in the year
1893 by the Hebrew Christian Missionaries, David Baron and Mr.
C. A. Shonberger. It was intended to issue this volume as a jubilee
memorial in 1943, or thereabouts. but a chain of difficulties prevented
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its issue until the present year (1948). Both the founders of the Mission
have been taken to their heavenly Home, but the Mission now goes on
'Under the direction of Mr. Herman Newmark and his co-director, Mr.
E. Bendor Samuel. The latter had been sole director, but resigned the
chief responsibility through advancing years. Mr. Shonberger was a
brother-in-law of the late Dr. Adolp Saphir. Mr. Baron was a Russian
Jew, brought up to regard the Lord Jesus Christ to be One Who taught
His followers to serve idols and persecute the Jews. The account of his
"Conversion is a deeply interesting record, illustrating the wonderful and
providential grace of God in bringing this chosen object of His mercy
into the enjoyment of His great salvation. We had the privilege of
hearing him expound the Scriptures at meetings in Stafford, Bath, the
Clifton Conference under the presidency of the late Rev. lames
Ormiston, Editor of this Magazine. We heard him also at T albot
Tabernacle, London, and Highgate Road Baptist Chapel. We had the
privilege of being one of the speakers at his own annual meeting in
London on two occasions-once when the late Preb. H. E. Fox was
in the chair. Mr. Baron was well versed in the Hebrew language, and
was a most able expositor of Scripture. He issued many able volumes
of an expository character, many of which we have read with pleasure
and profit. He visited America and many Continental countries,

.addressing both ] ews and Christians, and was highly esteemed by large
numbers. He made a point of trusting in God to supply all the needs
of the mission. co Mr. Baron took nothing for himself out of the
H.C.T.]. funds, nor were his expository books for Christians printed
and published at the Mission's expense, though they were sold for the
Mission's benefit" (p. 24). At the semi-jubilee meeting of the Mission,
Mr. Baron said, co We can bear witness that already during a quarter of
a century He has, in answer to pra,Yer-without any personal appeals to
man; without a penny being spent in advertising for funds; without the
needs and claims of the work being in any way pressed on the Christian
public-Himself graciously cared for the work, so that there has not
been a need in the Mission which has not been supplied by the
spontaneous free-will offerings of His children, whose hearts He Himself
has touched" (p. 24). The volume is beautifully illustrated, and we
warmly commend it.

THE LORD'S SUPPER NOT A SACRIFICE
~. WE protest against the theory that the Lord's ~upper is a sacrifice, as
a theory alike contrary to the Bible, Articles, and Prayer Book. And
above all, we protest against the notion of any local presence of Christ's
body and blood in the Lord's Supper, under the forms of bread and
wine, as an • idolatry to be abhorred of all faithful Christians.' "
BISHOP J. C. RYLE.

•
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YIELDING ALL
THE hungry Egyptians said to Joseph, "Thou hast saved our lives, let
us find grace in the sight of my lord and we will be Pharao!1's servants";
and they yielded their all-lands, selves, service. So it was with the
Gibeonites. Joshua promised them their lives, and could not go back on
his word, but they had to give their all 10 secure their existence: they
were condemned to pe'rpetual bondage. Satan said to God, " All that
a man hath, will he give for his life." True, in part, as the Egyptians
and Gibeonites would say, but since then Satan has seen millions witness
before heaven and earth that they would not' give their all. The love of
God was theirs, the honour of Christ, the truth of the Gospel-none of
these would they forego in exchange for their frail, short lives. They
might in one cruel way or another be caused to perish, but far from
giving all for their lives, they would give nothing that involved the denial
of His name Whose they were. Paul counted not his life dear unto
himself (or to others?) so that he could finish his course in the Gospel
so that he could overcome through the blood of the Lamb. He wrote
to the saints at Rome (" to all that be in Rome ") that they should yield
their members to God, as servants of righteousness. They had, up till
then, yielded them to sin: noW, as those who were alive from the dead,
who had eternal life given to them, they should yield all to holiness.
What an example Paul himself was! "In labours more abundant"
gladly he spent, and was spent.

I have before me " Part of a letter written by Fox (the martyrologist)
to a person and his wife that left England under Queen Mary." It
reads: .. When I understood by your friendly letters what our good God
and most sweet Father hath done for you, I was compelled with a glad
heart to render unto His divine Majesty most humble· thanks. To for
sake your country, to despise your commodities at home, to contemn
riches, to set naught by honours which the whole world hath in great
veneration, for the love of the sweet gospel of Christ are not works of the
flesh but the most assured fruits of the Holy Ghost. " " (and several
lines more). A footnote states that the fragment is amoung the Harleian
manuscripts in the British Museum. It was written probably to the
Hon. Robert Bertie and his wife, the Duchess of Suffolk.

The book says of Fox himself, " Having inured to hardness from his
youth, labour, and, what to others seemed the greatest misery, to suffer
want, to sit up late, and to keep hard diet, gave him no concern."

I read also of the Rev. William Nunn of Manchester, that" he had
so completely laid himself out in the service of his heavenly Master, and
so incessant had been his labours day after day . . . that we are nbt
surprised to see the human frame give way at an early age."

It was not .. for their life" that these excellent men gave their all;
it was God Who wrought in them and with them for His Own sake
and name. And indeed it needs the same divine power to constrain all or
any of His poor children to yield their all and say, .. Thy will be done."

. -FOLLOWER-ON.
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MR. ]OSEPH HENRY ROSE, OF LUTON

THE news of Mr. ]oseph Henry Rose's Home-call came to us some three
weeks after the event. It was conveyed in the kind letter ot his youngest
son. Though we had never had the pleasure of seeing Mr. Rose, his
regular letters, conveying liberal gifts to the GOSPEL MAGAZINE Fund,
convinced us that he was one of the Lord's devoted people, and naturally
our heart was drawn out in love to him. Now at the age of 77 he is with
Christ which is far better. Our warm Christian sympathy goes out to
all his family. We reprint the loving letter of his son.

22, Hillborough Road,
Luton, Beds.

30th March, 1948.
Dear Mr. Houghton,-I am writing a few lines to convey to you

the news of the sudden removal from earth to heaven on 8th March of
my dear father, Mr. ]oseph Henry Rose, at the age of 77 years. His
translation was very unexpected to us, as he seemed quite well imme
diately before.

He had attended both the services as usual on the preceding day, when
Mr. Kemp spoke from the first chapter of the Gospel of John, verses
37-39. On the latter part of verse 39 Mr. Kemp spoke of the tenth
hour being towards the end of the day, and mentioned that some had
reached the tenth hour of the day of life. My dear father referred to
this afterwards, and intimated that we did not know whether we had
passed the tenth hour.

On the Monday afternoon he was out cycliDg, and it appears he
suddenly felt unwell. He dismounted and, it seems, collapsed almost
immediately, and" he was not, for God took him."

Normally, I am in London all day, but on that particular day I had
had to go to the Luton and Dunstable Hospital, and quite unexpectedly
went home for the mid-day meal. Then I saw him only a very short
time before his translation. The news was, as might be supposed, quite
stunning.

The funeral setvice on the following Friday, 12th March, was con
ducted by Mr. Kemp, and Mr. E. G. Hawkins, father's brother-in-law,
who is pastor of Zoar Chapel, Whitechapel, who gave an address. The
mortal remains were laid to rest in the same grave as those of his beloved
wife, who had predeceased him by 19 years. One daughter and three
sons, of whom I am the youngest, mourn their loss.

The following Lord's Day, Mr. Kemp's texts were, in the morning
Revelation xiv. 13 (he had spoken from the first verse of this chapter
only a fortnight before), and in the evening Titus ii. 13.

As you know, my dear father very highly valued the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, and loved the Gospel of the grace of God therein set forth.
I believe he found in its pages spiritual food for his needy soul, and was
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often refreshed in spirit by the writings of the Godly people who con
tribute to its contents. (I might mention that he: regularly bought an
extra copy for a friend at the Chapel.)

It is evident, too, that he highly appreciated the letters he had had
from you. Two 'Or three were found among his papers, one written as
long ago as 1930. Another one, dated 13th December, 1946, perhaps
the last one he had from you, was in his pocket at the time that he fell
asleep in j esus.

It will not, I expect, surprise you to know that he liberally supported
such good causes as the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society, the Mildmay
Mission Hospital, the Orphan Homes at Ashley Down, Bristol, Dr.
Barnardo's Homes, etc. But I believe he did so in such a way that hif>
left hand knew not what his right hand did.

I feel perhaps I owe you some apology in not having written before.
but trust that you will pardon the delay.

With kind Christian regards.
Yours very sincerely,

JOHN H. ROSE.

A MATTER OF POUNDATIONS
Now this, I say, is surely a message for us at this present time. The
first thing we have to do is to make certain of the foundations. We need
not stay to labour this point, we all must be ready to agree that the main
effect of the various movements in the realm of thought and in the realm
of religion (alas) during the last hundred years has been to query and
to question the foundation. The trouble still in the Church is a matter
of foundations. There are those who would have us believe it is a good
and right thing to form great unions, to have a great oecumenical Church
and that then we shall be a great body of people confronting the whole
world. But the question is, what is this great oecumenical Church to
stand for? What is she to believe ? What is her foundation? We are
not concerned primarily about numbers, for however great a body the
oecumenical Church may be, she will have no influence upon the world
unless she has a truth to present, unless she has a solid and firm founda
tion on which to stand. Surely that is the great emphasis of the Bible.
What the Bible is concerned about is truth, and in a very extraordinary
manner it ridicules our pathetic faith in big battalions and in great
numbers-it seems to go out of its way to teach a doctrine of the remnant
and to show what one man can do when that one man is truly Christian.
It takes a handful of men and makes them Apostles of Christ and the
sole guardians and custodians of the faith-that is its message. The
·emphasis is not upon numbers of men but upon this truth of God, this
foundation, upon this deposit of the faith. And I suggest, therefore. that
at this time this must be the first thing on which we must concentrate and
of which we must make doubly certain, that we know exactly where we
stand and in whom we believe.-DR. LLOYD JONES.
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FASTING

WE have come to a period in the year when many professed members
.of the Church of England will feel it their duty to make a marked
<:hange in their lives. During the period called .. Lent" they will
abstain from luxuries in which they have before indulged. Balls and
<:ertain other amusements will be avoided and Lent services will be
attended. No marriages must take place, so it is thought, during that
•• holy season." The whole period is to be regarded as a season of
preparation for the great Easter Festival. Then, .. Lent's long shadows ..
having departed, all the self-imposed self.denials of Lent are abandoned,
and worldly ways are resumed.' It appears to be wholly forgotten that
the New Testament says nothing about " keeping Lent," and even godly

. people are in bondage through a failure to recognise the true teaching
of the New Testament. and also through mistaken notions as to the
teaching of the Prayer Book. We feel that one of the crying needs of
the day is to get back to the Bible in regard to every principle and
~very practice. We need to ask .. What saith the Scriptures?" in
Tegard to everything, and we need to interpret the Prayer Book by the
Bible, and not the Bible by the Prayer Book.

To take the subject of Fasting. How few people are aware that the
word .. fast" does not occur in the Pentateuch? As the late Canon
F ausset says, .. The Mosaic law, though directing minutely the foods to
be eaten and to be shunned, never enjoins fasting. The false asceticism
so common in the East was carefully avoided. On the yearly Day of
Atonement, the tenth day of the seventh moath, Israelites were directed
to • afflict the sou\" This significant term implies that the essence of
Scriptural • fasting' lies in self humiliation and penitence, and that the
precise mode of subduing the flesh to the spirit, and of expressing sorrow
for sin, is left to the conscientious discretion of each person. In Acts
xxvii. 9. the yearly Day of Atonement is popularly designated • the
fast.' But God, whilst not discountenancing outward acts of sorrow
~xpressive of inward penitence. declares, • Is not this the fast that I have
'Chosen? to loose the bands of wickedness. to undo the heavy burdens,
and to let the oppressed go free, and that ye break every yoke? Is it not
to deal thy bread to the hungry, and that thou bring the poor that are
<:ast out of thy house? when thou seest the naked that thou cover him;
and that thou hide not thyself from thine own flesh? ." (" Critical and
Expository Bible Cyclopredia "). The fasting which is pleasing to God
is fasting from sin and from selfishness. It is significant, as showing the
mind of the Church of England on this subject, that the words just

. quoted from Isaiah are taken from the chapter appointed to be read on
Ash Wednesday. But the point to be noted is that if under the law

fasting was not enjoined, much less is it likely to be enjoined under the
Gospe\. Coming, then, to the New Testament, what do we find?



158 The Gospel Magazine

The .. Protestant Dictionary" begins its article' on Fasting by saying,
.. There is no command to fast in the New Testament." But how many
there are who think that fasting is a duty imposed on the members of the
Christian Church, and sacerdotal bishops take upon themselves to free
certain persons from the obligation of fasting under certain circumstances.
Yet the second lesson appointed for the day .. commonly called Ash
Wednesday" has the words, .. Why do the disciples of John and of
the Pharisees fast, but Thy disciples fast not?" If fasting had been
obligatory surely the Lord Himself would have enjoined it, but no such
injunction was given by the Lord to His followers. His teaching on the
subject is contained in the words, .. Can the children of the bridechamber
mourn, as long as the bridegroom is with them? but the days will come.
when the bridegroom shall be taken from them, and then shall they fast."
Fasting from food would to some extent be spontaneous and natural when
the disciples saw that their Lord had been apprehended, condemned,
crucified and buried. Then they wept and lamented, but He said, .. I
'will see you again, and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no man
taketh from you." His resurrection from the dead dispersed their
sadness, and their fasting was turned into feasting. .. Whilst Christ is
with His people," says Canon Fausset, .. either in body or in spirit,
fasting is unseasonable. for joy alone can be where He is; but when His
presence is withdrawn, sorrow comes to the believer, and fasting is one
mode of expressing his sorrowing after the Lord."

But does not our Lord say, .. This kind goeth not out but by prayer
and fasting?" The Revised Version, on good authority, omits the verse
altogether in Matthew's Gospel, and omits the word" fasting" in the
parallel passage in Mark. The same version omits the word .. fasting ..
in 1. Corinthians vii. 5. Fasting, we repeat, is never enjoined in the
New Testament. The disciples of the Lord are free to fast from a
meal that they may give themselves more fully to prayer if they choose
to do so, and if they fast voluntarily they are to do it to their Father in
secret, and not that they may be seen of men. At all times in the year
they may rightly pray, .. Give us grace to use such abstinence, that our
flesh being subdued to the spirit, we may ever obey Thy godly motions
in righteousness, and true holiness." What shall be said about fasting
Communion? There is absolutely no warrant for the custom in the
N ew Testament. Yet E.vening Communion is spoken of as a .. deadly
sin," because it is necessarily partaken of after food. The practice of
.. early communions" is largely associated with the doctrine that fasting
reception of the Lord's Supper is of binding obligation. Yet the Lord
Himself instituted the Supper at a meal. It was as they were in the act
of eating that He took the bread, gave thanks and commanded His
disciples to do this in remembrance of Him. The case of the Pharisee.
who boasted that he fasted twice in the week, and gave tithes of all that
he p:lssessed, shows that fasting and self-righteousness often go together.
.. .r0 this man will I look," said the Lord, .. even to him that is poor and
01 • contrite spirit. and trembleth at My Word."

"..:;:;.,>.".c.;"

.- -- - \~~~:,:~~~>-::-:_:-
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REVIVAL

The trees, erstwhile so bare, are clothed anew,
So clothe me, Lord!

For I am lifeless, dry and barren, too,
o speak the word,

That, quickened into life, my soul may sing
Of Thy eternal spring.

The sun, so lately hidden, shines again
So shine on me!

o Sun of Righteousness, Thy beams I fain
Would feel and see.

Break through the gloom of winter's darksome night,
And bring both warmth and light.

The birds, long silent, Rood the vale with praise
So may I sing

Thy glories, Lord, with happy, happy lays!
May Thy sweet spring

Refresh my heart's bare garden and Thy showers
Produce fair Easter Rowers.

-FAITH M. EVANS.

159

REGENERAnON OF THE EPHESIANS

By BISHOP HANDLEY MouLE

As an example of the ways of grace, he (Paul) dweIls on the regenera
tion of the Ephesians in particular (in Ephesians ii. 1-10). They once
were si:>irituaIly dead, following the tendencies o~ faIlen humanity and
the leading of the great personal Evil Spirit, master of an invisible syste~
of evil agencies, and powerful still in men who reject God. Yes, such
had been the position of the writer and the readers; they had lived
willingly the life whose law (in the true analysis) is self (whether mani
fested in grosser modes or not), and they had stood exposed, by the very
condition of their nature (antecedent to all outcome in act) to the wrath
of God. Thus once spiritually dead, they had been raised by an act of
sovereign love, and not raised only, but (in virtue of their life and interest
in the now ascended Christ) exalted to the sphere of glory, and destined
to be monuments of eternal kindness in the great ages to come. Gratuitous
indeed that kindness is! Salvation, including the faith that accepts it, is
the gift of God. The believer, in his new life in Christ, is God's
creation; and his path of service is altogether God's place.- (Cambridge
Bible for Schools and Colleges. Epistle to the Ephesians, edited by
Bishop H. C. G. Moule, p. 34).

I
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WHAT IS A CHRISTIAN ~

Now these are the things that he tells us about the Christian man. The
first thing that is true of him is that he is free from condemnation. The
Christian is a man who has been delivered from the condemnation and the
curse of the law-" There is therefore now no condemnation to them
which are in Christ Jesus." The Christian is one who realises and who
has come to see and believe that, in the Lord Jesus Christ, and as the
result of His atoning death and resurrection. the guilt of his sin has been
dealt with. The law is no longer condemning him. Christ has satisfied
the law; sin has been condemned in the flesh, and he is therefore frelt
from the law. and free from guilt in the sight of God. Not only that.
he is also a man, according to Paul, who is living and desires to live a
holy life; and he is one who is being enabled to do so by the power of
the Holy Spirit. In other words, the Christian is one who has not only
been delivered from the guilt of sin. he is also one who in a sense has been
delivered already. and is being delivered still from the power of sin.
But it does not even stop at that. The Christian is one. moreover, who
has within him the Spirit of adoption whereby he cries .. Abba, Father."
He knows God in a way that no one else can know Him. God is not
Someone in the far distance. a law-giver or a judge; He has become
to the Christian a Father. One Whom he approaches with feelings of
filial affection. Indeed beyond that, the Christian is one who knows what
it is to have the Holy Spirit testifying with his spirit that he is a child of
God. The Christian, in other words. according to Paul, is a new
creature. He is a man who has been born again; he is one into whose
life the very Spirit of Christ, the Spirit of God, has come to live and to
dwell, and the result of .this is that he is a man who knows love and
peace and happiness. That is the Apostle's picture.-DR.
LLOYD-JONES.
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