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It COMFORT YE, COMFORT YE MY PEOPLE, SAITH YOUR GOD."

'. E:-PEAVOURI.>;G TO KEEP THE UNITY OF THE SPIRIT IN THE BOND OF PEACE."

" JESUS CHRIST, THE SAME YESTERDAY. AND TO-DAY, AND FOR EVER."

No t007.
New Series. MAY, 1952

~lJe jfamilp ~ortion:

No. 2207.
Old Series.

OR, woRDS OF SPffilTUAL CAUTION, COUNSEL, AND COMFORT•

.. Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort

them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves ar~

comforted of God."-2 CORIl'tTHIANS i. 4.

. THE PUBLICAN AND HIS PRAYER

CCAnd the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up 50 much as

his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be

merciful to me a sinner.JJ-LvKE 18: 13.

"Two men." said the Lord Jesus, "went up into the temple to
pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other a publican." There was,
however, a great difference between their prayers, and it is well for

us to examine the remarkable contrast presented by them.

The Pharisee's prayer was, indeed, no prayer at alL It was all

self-congratulation..

"God," he said, " I thank Thee, that I am not as other men
are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican."

That was his supposed negative goodness. He proceeded to

mention his positive goodness-his performances:
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•
" I fast twice in'the week, I give tithes of all that I possess"

(or acquire).

He fasted every Monday and every Thursday-that was something
which he did more than others. He paid tithes on all that he
acquired-he did more than was due. Such was his self-congratula
tion; but in all this there was not one word of petition for pardon.
Moreover, his very attitude indicated his inner feeling-" he stood/'
an expression which seems to indicate the conscious adopting of a
pose or the deliberate choice of a conspicuous place.

The prayer of the publican was quite different. First of all, he
stood « afar ofJ.:'~ He felt in himself unworthy to mingle with the
worshippers-he just wanted, as it were, to creep in at the back.
There were other signs of his sense of unworthiness-he « would not
so much as lift his eyes unto heaven." The Psalmist had said before:
" Mine iniquities have taken hold upon me, so that I am not able
to look up" (Psalm 40 : 12). More than this, the publican" kept
smiting upon his breast,'> so intense was his feeling of his sinfulness. 
Then came his prayer: " God be merciful to me a sinner."

In this prayer three aspects may be specially noted.

I. HE FELT THAT PROPITIATION FOR HIS SINS WAS NEEDED.

When he prayed « God be merciful/' he used an expression which
might be translated (0 God be propitiated to me, the sinner."

Did he remember that in that very temple the lamb was offered
as a propitiation for the sins of the people (Exodus 29: 38-42;
Lev. 4 : 32)? Did he, as a Jew, look for mercy on the ground that
God accepted a sacrifice as an atonement for sin?

The Christian knows that God is propitious to him in His Son.
As St. Paul wrote:

" Being justified freely by His grace through the redemption
which is in Christ Jesus: Whom God hath set forth to be a
propitiation, through faith, in His blood ... " (Rom. 3 : 24, 25).

As St. John wrote:

" And if any man sin, we have an Advocate with the Father,
Jesus Christ the righteous: And He is the propitiation for our
sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole
world" (1 John 2 : 1, 2~
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As it is written in the Epistle to the Hebrews:

"Wherefore in all things it behoved Him to be made like

unto His brethren, that He might be a merciful and faithful

High Priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation

(propitiation) for the sins of the people" (2 : 17).

The ground of mercy is that the Lord Jesus suffered for the sins

of His people.

n. HIS PRAYER WAS A PERSONAL ONE.

It was very short and to the point. He needed mercy for himself,

and he asked for it_" God be merciful to me."

Today we are often told that we must not be so personal in our

prayer or praise. We are discouraged by these advisers from

singing

" J esu, Lover of my soul,

Let me to Thy bosom fly."

All this, it is said, is too introspective, too self-centred.

But, as I look at the prayers of the Psalmist or at the prayer of

the publican, I know that they are the personal expression of the

need of a quickened soul; they are the cry of the new heart.

In. HE DESCRIBED HIMSELF AS cc ~HE SINNER."

In our Bibles the prayer is rendered "God be merciful to me a

sinner ",. but what the publican really said was" God be merciful
to me the sinner." He did not make a general statement that all,
including himself, were sinners; his feeling of his sinfulness was so
real and so great that he placed himself in a class by himself-the

sznner. St. Paul did the same: "This is a faithful saying, and

worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to

save sinners; of whom I am chief J) (1 Tim. 1 : 15). When real

conviction of sin is brought home to the heart by the working of

the Holy Spirit through the Word of God, the Christian is brought

very low before God. As Whitefield, speaking of the same passage,

once expressed the publican's prayer:
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" God be merciful to me, even to me a sinner, a sinner by
birth, a sinner in thought, word, and deed; a sinner as to my
person, a sinner as to all my performances; a sinner in whom is
no health in whom dwelleth no good thing; a sinner, poor,
miserable, blind, and naked, from the crown of the head to the
sole of the feet full of wounds and bruises, and putrefying sores;
a self-accused, self-condemned sinner."

And to the end of his life the Christian will acknowledge with John
Newton:

" Alas! from such a heart as mine
What can I bring Him forth?

M y best is stained and dyed with sm;
M y all is nothing worth."

''''hat a gracious word the Lord added of the publican: "This
man went down to his house justified rarlher than the other" (verse
14)-a sinner pardoned, accepted, justified.

TENDER MERCIES

TENDER MERCIES! What a beautiful thought! God's mercies to
His believing people are tender mercies. How easy it is to find
such beautiful words in. Holy Scripture and yet to pass over them
lightly; without considering what they mean exactly!

There are four questions we need to ask ourselves:

(1) What is God's mercy?

(2) How does it act?

(3) If we have it, can we lose it?

(4) Why has this message so little power 111 our daily lives?

I. \VHAT EXACTLY IS GOD~S MERCY?

What do these words mean to us? They ought to mean God's
undeserved lovingkindness to undeserving sinners like ourselves.
Nine times in the Long Psalm the thought occurs. So some ef t's
old-fashioned folk can take down our copy of Bridges on the 119th
Psalm and consult it eagerly. It shows us the Psalmist praying
about it. (( Lord~ let Thy mercies come also unto ME, even Thy



T he Gospel Magazine 133

salvation according to Thy Word],' Whatever it means, let it come
to me. Out of Christ we know only a God of Justice and Holiness.
In Christ we behold a Just God and yet a Saviour! And in His
salvation, mercy and truth are met together, righteousness and peace
have kissed each other.

General notions of mercy without a distinct apprehension of
salvation have their origin in presumption. So the Psalmist cries,
U Let it come ~~ (this salvation); let it come also unto me. It must
come to me, or I shall never come to it. U 0 visit me with Thy
salvation/~ Yes, U visit me.~~. The way to God was blocked up by
our sins; but, since Calvary, mercy has cleared the path and opened
the way for us. Well might the Psalmist call this merciful salvation.

H. How DOES IT ACT?

How does this undeserving mercy work in sinners' souls? This
mercy (says Bridges) has been bought for us with the precious blood
of the Saviour!

We may not know, we cannot tell,
What pains He had to bear,

But we believe it was for us
He hung and suffered there.

Do we feel the NEED of this mercy? Our own need of it? If we
do~ let us apply in the free and open way of acceptance by the
precious blood of our Redeemer. Our acceptance does not depend
upon a peradventure (Bridges reminds us). It rests upon the sure
word of promise: U Him that cometh unto Me, I will in no wise
cast out.~~ "To this man will I look (says God), even to him that is
poor and of a contrite spirit and trembleth at My Word" (Isaiah
66 : 22).

If we really feel the need of this tender mercy, it must be because
the Holy Spirit has begun a work in our hearts. And what He
begins He will surely finish.

Ill. CAN WE LOSE IT?

If we had it once, can we lose it? It is certainly true that God's
people, who, through grace, have been taught to know this tender
mercy in their souls, may (and at times do) walk again in darkness
for a while and have no light-times when the heart seems strangely
cold and our prayers are wandering and miserable, and our religion
for a while is a forced duty and not a delight. But God's people
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need not fear that God, Who has given them acceptance
(undeserved acceptance) in Christ, will go back on His Word.
Blessed are they that wait for Him. We still need daily salvation
mercies. We still need to cry with the Psalmist, " Let it come also
unto me." They can and will come to us, these mercies, if we are
among God's believing people. That same mercy that brought us
the Light will surely return if we wait for it in faith.

IV. WHY HAS THIS TENDER MERCY SO LITTLE POWER IN OUR LIVES?

If it is so, it must be because of our lack of faith in God's
promises. Heart-warming faith, that! is a prime need for us all.

What did the Prodigal expect (asks Bridges), as he returned slowly
and with shame to his father? Did he expect frowns and banish
ment and rejection? Did he receive them? No. When he was
yet afar off, his father saw him and ran to meet him and gave him
a ring and a robe, and a reviving glorious forgiveness!

There is an undeserved mercy for all sinners who return to God
in Christ's name. H.A.L.

~ilgrim ~aper6.

WELLSPRINGS

"GOD IS LOVE"

U He that loveth not, knoweth not God,' for God is love."

-1 JOHN 4 : 8, 9.

THIS is the testimony of the aged Apostle who so sweetly breathes
out his soul as it were unto God Who had loved him and given
Himself for him, kept him all his long life, and preserved him in
his every step. It was to John that that holy and favoured posture
was granted of " leaning on Jesus' bosom," and who should be thus
the one to address our Lord on behalf of his fellow-disciples.

It was whilst banished to Patmos that he wrote his sweet, gentle
and inspiring epistle, saying nothing of his own sufferings and
excitement as claiming to be "your .companion and fellow-partner
in tribulation "-which was a true mark of apostleship. The Isle
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of Patmos, to which he was so cruelly banished under the tyrant
Nero, was a rocky, remote, and small island in the Archipelago, and
had the name from the turpentine trees which grew there. About
thirty miles only in circumference, it was about forty miles south
west of Ephesus. How the dear Apostle came there we are not told,
which may have been through his self-effacing desire to keep from
his fellow-disciples of his sufferings that he did not come there of
his own accord. And, with his one desire to glorify his God, he
writes this sweet epistle, his final letter to the saints; and oh! how
full of love it is, testifying how" he that loveth his brother dwelleth
in the light, and there is no occasion of stumbling in him."

Will the dear readers look up for themselves the references given
here, as space forbids our quoting them fully-see 1 John 2 : 10;
3: 1; 4: 7,8,16,17,18; and 2 John 6.

With this all-absorbing and Christ-exalting theme, he seems as
though he cannot express it, but sums it all up in those three short
but stupendously great words, (( God is Love." And God so loved
that He gave up all when He gave His only begotten and dearly
loved Son to be- the propitiation for our sins. Truly, verily, God is
Love; and Love is of God.

Oh, dear children of God, does it not speak to you and to me?
If God so loved us, how ought we to love one another; to love as
brethren; to love as children redeemed by the precious Blood! How
ashamed it makes us when we think of the little deficiencies and
failings we see in others and forget our own failures and short
comings and sinfulnesses. How ought we to " esteem others hetter
than ourselves," and" to walk very humbly with our God" !

Whilst meditating upon this precious text we came across a
reference to a beloved friend whom I was privileged to know some
years ago. It was in a little tract called " A ~fessage from God,"
which is sent me monthly from the Bible and Tract Depot, Exeter. It
told of dear Miss Hatchell (daughter of the latc General Hatchell).
She came to the West of England to work amongst the seamen at
Avonmouth, but made Clifton her headquarters. She and I often
walked together to the sacred house of God in sweet company, and,
as we made our way thither, she would give away Gospel tracts.

I remember how on one occasion she addressed a policeman on
point duty just as we were approaching St. Mary-Ie-Port Street.
She asked him to accept one, and received the sad reply, "No,
thank you, madam. I've no place for that sort of reading. I have
a little boy and am determined that he shall hear nothing of

•
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religion until he is eight years of age, and then he can choose for
himself"! And dear Miss Hatehell replied sadly, "Then you may
be sure Satan has been busy before that."

After some years my dear friend left Bristol, and, I believe, did
not live long afterwards. This tender remembrance of her was
aroused recently when reading the tract above referred to. It told
how she had some important ministry to transact one day and
hurried to catch the omnibus, when it occurred to her she had left
her bag at home, which contained her purse. Boarding the omni
bus, she asked the conductor whether he would trust her until the
morrow, when he would receive two-fold remuneration. He did
not comply! So she dismounted, and went and sat in the park
wondering what she should do. Presently she began to draw out
in large letters with the point of her umbrella. " God is Love." And
on tracing out the last letter" e," she saw something shining on the
ground, and, picking it up, found it was a sixpenny piece! She
soon returned to the omnibus, and her telling of the wonderful
provision of her God made a great impression on the conductor,
and she begged him to seek the Lord where He is to be found, and
call upon Him whilst He is near.

Have you not, my dear reader, proved in your Qwn sacred and
grateful experience how " God is Love," and as He has manifested
Himself to you in such wonderful ways in marked deliverances, in
tender Providences, in the rich supply of all your needs, and in
revealing to your longing soul how He hath loved you with an
everlasting love and drawn your soul to Him in those longing
desires, whilst you can only mourn. as the poet says, as your" chief
complaint" that my love is cold and faint; yet 1 love Thee and
adore, oh, for grace to love Thee more."

Beloved, some of us are nearing the end of our long pilgrimage,
and each is constrained to testify that all through the years every
step has been marked by love, and we have been kept by Divine
Love, taught by the Divine Spirit, and given the glad anticipation
of soon seeing Him we love in unveiled vision as the God of Love
Whom we shall love then as never before, with unsinning hearts,
and worship Him the all-worthy One in open vision throughout the
countless ages of Eternity! God is Love! Oh, the mysteries and
wonders of Eternal Love!

He loved me not for my desert:
(I merited His hate;)

Nor shall the love a period know,
Which never knew a date.

(A. M. Toplady, 1777).

R.
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~eTmOn9' anJJ ~ote9' of ~ermon~.

THE BRAZEN SERPENT

AN OLD TESTAMENT TYPE

A SERMON PREACHED AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH) BRISTOL) BY

THE LATE REV. JAMES ORMISTON) RECTOR.

PART n.

HAnd as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness) even so must

t;he Son of man he lifted up: that whosoever believeth in Him

should not perish, but have eternallife/"-JoHN 3 : 14, 15.

<' THE people spake against God and against Moses, Wherefore have
ye brought us up out of Egypt~ to die in the wilderness? for there is
no bread, neither is there any water," now~ mark, this is the
culmination of their blasphemy, U and our soul loa6heth this light
bread)) (Numb. 21 : 5).

"THIS LIGHT BREAD "

" This light bread," it was from Heaven itself! "He gave them
angels' food," the Psalmist says, and they despised it, though it was
by a daily miracle they received it. God is feeding this six hundred
thousand people with it these forty years with His own hands,
directly so. No one else~ as I understand the reading of these Old
Testament Scriptures concerning the passing of the Children of
Israel through the wilderness, no other persons ate of the manna
but the Israelites, and they were not allowed to lay it by. It fell,
as you know, before sunrise, no one saw it fall, and it had to be
sought for to be found, So soon as the sun arose all disappeared.
God was very jealous about every atom of that Heavenly bread,
because it was typical of Christ, and it was very precious in His
sight. Think, therefore, of the sin of these presumptuous Israelites.
" We loathe-we hate-this'light bread."

Now the sin was great, I say, in Jehovah's sight, and He must
vindicate His holy Name. And He must not only vindicate His
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holy Name, but vindicate His own kindness as in mercy to this
people by teaching them the exceeding sinfulness of the sin of which
they were guilty. "And the Lord sent fiery serpents among the
people, and they bit the people; and much people of Israel died,"
without hope, there was no lifting up of a brazen serpent for these
people to gaze upon. Much people of Israel in their rebellion, in
their blasphemy, died, finding fault with God, and the next minute
had to stand in His sight, in the Presence of the infinitely just and
holy God, their Maker.

MOSES AS AN INTERCESSOR

But God had other thoughts, God had some grace thoughts, and
He had another people among that people with whom He willed to
deal otherwise, and these people were brought, as it would seem
from the seventh verse, to something akin to repentance.

"Therefore the people," that is, the survivors, "came to
Moses, and said, We have sinned, for we have spoken against
Jehovah, and against thee; pray unto Jehovah, that He take
away the serpents from us. And Moses prayed for the people."

Thus 1,foses was in a sense a mediator between God and these
perishing ones, in which sense he was a type of Christ. \,ye read in
Deuteronomy of Him. "Your Lord God shall raise up a Prophet
like unto me"; and so in this place we can trace. likewise, in the
office of intercessor as filled by ~foses, the office of Mediator and
Intercessor filled by a greater than Moses. "And Moses prayed for
the people/~ and the Lord heard that prayer. The Lord Himself
had moved the people to confess their guilt. He so far sanctified
the visitation of judgment to them as to bring them to their knees
to His footstool, and to seck mercy through an appointed mediator,
110ses. Moses mediates. "The effectual fervent prayer of a
righteous man ~~-one righteous man-" availeth much.n We see it

'in this case. Moses, a man of a meek and quiet spirit, a man who
lived in communion with God, a man who, so far as we can trace
his goings, delighted to walk in unbroken communion with God,
Moses prays as a righteous man for these perishing ones.

THE MAKING OF A SERPENT OF BRASS

Jehovah says to Moses: "Make thee a fiery serpent, and set it
upon a pole "-a word signifying something lifted up, which could
be seen afar off-" and it shall come to pass that everyone that is
bitten, when he looketh upon it shall live. And Moses made a
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serpent of brass and set it upon a pole"-and then the fulfilment
of the promise-" and it came to pass that if a serpent had bitten
any man, when he beheld the serpent of brass he lived," when his
eyes were set upon it, steadfastly fixed there as upon a Divinely
appointed object.

No, this was not any caprice or private act on the part of Moses
to make an image of the fiery serpents, it was God's command
ment, and God, remember we all this, is above all law. God is the
Author of law. God has put man under law to this effect: " Thou
shalt not make to thyself any graven image, or the likeness of any
thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that
is in the water under the earth," to bow down to it, to worship it,
to venerate it-" Thou shalt not ~~; but God can reverse law when
even His creatures are affected by it.

We have a case in point in Abraham. Previously, when God
placed Noah and his descendants under covenant, immediately after

- the flood, that great universal judgment, had been accomplished,
He said, " \\Thoso sheddeth man's blood." which is, the murder of
a man, "by man shall his blood be shed." "Thou shalt do no
murder." But God presently says to Abraham, "Take now thy
son, thine only son Isaac, and offer him for a burnt offering upon
one of the mountains which I will tell thee of." So God reversed
the commandment under which He had placed Noah and his
posterity, including Abraham. God is above law. Law is what
God determines. Good is good as God commands it. Evil is evil
as God forbids it. These things are what they are by the counsel
or constitution of Him Who wills and determines, and thus then it is.

So in this place God commands Moses to make a serpent, a
material image of the deadly creatures He had been employing as
a scourge and judgment amongst the disobedient ones. It had been
disobedience in Moses had he objected. It had been gross dis
obedience in Abraham if he had objected when God put him under
a new commandment, when God superseded the old commandment.
So Moses does not object, but he carries out the Divine command
ment, and he uplifts a serpent of brass, and we are told that anyone
who looked upon it who had been bitten, "when he beheld the
serpent of brass, he lived."

There w~s no virtue in that serpent of brass. It was only what
Godly King Hezekiah upwards of 700 years afterwards called it, in
itself, " a piece of brass." And King Hezekiah did that which was
right in the sight of God when he reduced that serpent of brass to
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pieces, and contemptuously spoke of it as U"Nehushtan/' nothing
other than a piece of brass, because the people had grown to venerate
this piece of brass, on account, probably, of its antiquity on the one
hand, and on account of its remarkable history on the other.

There was no doubt about that being the right serpent of brass,
and not an image of the original serpent of brass, as men now make
crosses and say, " This is the cross," whereas it must, it can be, but
an image of the cross on which Christ suffered. But this was the
veritable serpent of brass which we read of in the Book of Kings
and which Hezekiah destroyed because the people burned incense
to it and looked upon it as a holy thing and it was not,.

THE LORD JESUS CHRIST

So the Lord Jesus Christ was made "in the likeness of sinful
flesh," not sinful flesh. That serpent of brass which ~10ses uplifted
was only in the likeness, the deadly-headed likeness of the very
serpents that bit them; and the Lord Jesus Chri,st did not take sin
into His nature when He was born into our world. He was holy,
harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, "in Him was no sin."
The prince of this world came to Him, and " had nothing in Him. "
"God sending His own SOH in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for
sin, condemned sin in the flesh," and then sin was imputed to Him,
and thus that prophecy of Isaiah was fulfilled, and that passage in
the 5th of 2 Corinthians was fulfilled: " For He hath made Him
Who knew no sin to be sin for us/~ or, instead of us. So that. when
Christ hung upon the tree, He bore in His blessed body on that
tree the iniquity of a multitude no man could number. (( The Lord
hath made to meet on Him:~ said the prophet, (( the iniqui~1y of us
all." Christ, when He bowed His blessed head and declared His
sacrifice to be finished, died in the outer darkness, died, a curse
for His people. "Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the
Law, being made a curse for us," in our stead, that is perfect
substitution.

That is much more than representation. Moses, by lifting up the
brazen serpent, only lifted up a representation; but Christ was not
a representation. Christ in the reality of His Person died. He
shed real blood, and blood of a real atonement, blood of most real
redemption, the equivalent of everlasting destruction; and so it is
said in our text, "That whosoever believeth in Him should not
perish." Christ took the place of the perishing ones. Their guilt
was put to His account and judged to the uttermost in. His substi
tuted Person, and" therefore there is now no condemnation to them
who through faith are in Him," who trust simply in Him, all He
suffered, all He did, becoming thus partakers of the merit of all
He did, the whole righteousness of Christ.

t



,
I

I
The Gospel Magazine 141

THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF CHRIST

The whole of Christ's righteousness is the portion of each believer
through grace, each believer in His Name. I t is not merely an
imputed righteousness which the believer this morning has clothed
upon his soul, but it is that the believer in this Blessed One, Who
perfected the work He undertook, stands" the righteousness of God
in Him," for, I repeat the words, "He hath made Him Who knew
no sin to be sin for us in order that we might be made the righteous
ness of God in Him." That is your position, that is your portion, that
is your character, that is your calling. dear child of God. Though
you may be but a new-born babe in Christ Jesus this very Sabbath
morning, you are the righteousness of God in Christ Who is accepted
in the sacrifice and in His perfected redemption in your behalf.

Now the life of praise has begun, the showing forth of the praises
of Him Who wrought this wondrous, this mighty work. Oh. to live
it-His praise. Oh, to live it-His honour and His glory. Oh, to
be His devoted servants continually. We can never recompense
Him. We can never recompense Him; but we can, through His
grace, crown Him, crown Him Lord of all.

®ur !floung 1follt~' ~age.

APPLES OF SODOM

1T is told by travellers who have been there, that, in the region
near the Dead Sea where Sodom used to be, there is a fruit that
looks like a particularly attractive apple. But when you take it jn
your hand to taste it, you are disappointed to find that it turns to
ashes in your mouth. In such a barren and desolate land, the
beauty of the fruit makes you eagerly long for it; but experience
proves that there is nothing beautiful inside to match the outside.

The same kind of thing may happen to us in other ways. I t is
"So easy to be attracted by something which looks all that is good.
But if more experienced people tell us that it is only external good
ness like the apples of Sodom, it would be best if we took their
word for it. But no! how often we go on hankering after the thing
that attracts us, till at last we are able to find out for ourselves
that the travellers' tale was true: the fruit turns to ashes in the
mouth.

There is often no harm in such happenings. Most people learn
best, not from their elders' experience, but their own. But I think



it is sometimes possible, even for a child of God, to set his heart
on obtaining something that looks as if it would be good for him,
and to forget that the Lord knows whether the fruit is really only
one of Sodom's apples. Have you not known of Christian people
who have prayed and prayed for some benefit, almost dictating tu
the Lord what He should do?

You remember how the children of Israel rebelled and murmured
against God in the wilderness, because they wanted meat-and God
had given them only manna. Only manna when this wonderful
bread ff'om heaven was entirely enough for all their needs. But the
terrible thing is that the Lord did give the murmurers their hearts'
desire. He sent them meat indeed; but he sent leanness into their
souls. The fruit turned to ashes in their mouths.

I have never forgotten a true story which I read in an old volume
dated 1865. The writer, who was the clergyman of the parish, told
of events which had happened some years before, perhaps a hun
dred from now. A young couple, newly married, came to live in
a little house in a row. The man was a clerk, not very well off;
but he and his wife loved each other dearly, and they cared little
for the things that money could buy. Mr. Reed went off cheerfully
to his work every day, leaving hIS young wife as happy as possible,
cleaning and polishing and cooking. She loved to plan and contrive
to make the home beautiful, and it was certainly a happy one.

In due time a baby arrived. and the father and mother felt that
their crop of happi~ess was full. Not that they ever recognised
the mercy of God in the matter. His name was not honoured in
their hoille, nor His vVord read; nor did the Reeds attend a place
of worship.

The baby grew and flourished, and all contin~ed to go well,
until the little one was nearly a year old. Then one day the father
was taken ill. Mrs. Reed knew that in the poor parts of the town
there was a " fever" spreading amongst the p~ople. But when the
doctor came, and said that it was the same fever that :Mr. Reed
had caught, his poor wife was terribly alarmed. She nursed her
husband with the greatest care and attention. waitin~ on him con
tinually, and taking scarcely any rest or food herself.

Mr. Reed was dreadfully ill, and nothing seemed to relieve the
fever and distress. He was never properly conscious, and only
occasionally knew even his wife. He began to show all the worst
symptoms of the disease, and the doctor warned Mrs. Reed at last
that her husband was dying. The poor girl seemed so stunned and
hopeless, that the doctor offered to send for the Vicar. Mrs. Reed
agreed immediately, and as soon as the doctor had left. she Wf'nt
back to the bedroom, where her husband lay sunk in the bed, de
linous and gasping.

,
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The clergyman must have had an urgent message, for he came
at once. One glance at the stricken man made: him feel how useless
it was to send for him so late. He spoke gently and sym'lathetically
to Mrs. Reed; but she sat with eyes fixed on hrT husbJ:'d, scarcely
noticing that anyone else was there. The man of God looked
up swiftly for help; then he bent over the sick man, and said slowly
and distinctly, " Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners."

There was no change in the man's face, no sort of response to the
holy words. But the minister went on :

" The blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from all sin.

" Him that cometh unto me, I will in no wise cast out."

No answering flicker showed in the patient's face. So the
clergyman turned to the poor watcher, and invited her to pray.
The girl knelt down at once. and the minister poured out his heart
in prayer to the Lord. asking for restoration to health if it were
His will, and for the salvation of the man's soul. Then He prayed
for the anxious wife and for the little one. So far Mrs. Reed had
not spoken a word; but as the clergyman got up, he was astonished
to hear the girl take up the prayer. But as he listened, his soul
was chilled with horror: for in a loud clear voice he heard the girl,
not merely entreating, but demanding the life of her husband. She
actually asked God to heal him, in spite of His will! The minister
tried to stop her, but it was quite impossible, and at last he left
her.

The dying man recovered. The rebellious woman was given her
heart's desire. But it was very long after Mr. Reed was about again,
before it began to be seen that the happiness of the little home was
gone. People said Mr. Reed was a little queer in the head. He
began to indulge in bad habits, and his personality seemed changed.
His wife had snatched at her apple of Sodom; but the fruit had
turned to ashes in her mouth.

The baby grew up a pretty little child; with him at least it
seemed that things went well. Then one morning the man and his
wife and their child were found dead, all of them. Reed had killed
his wife, and the little one, and then himself.

May this awful story be a warning to us all. May the Holy
Spirit teach us to be content with the will of God, whether He
grants our requests, or denies them. Let us praise Him for having
so many times withheld from us the apples of Sodom, that we
thought would be so good for us. "No good thing will He with
hold from them that walk uprightly."

DAMARIS.
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JOHN CALVIN, THE REFORMER OF GENEVA
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" John Calvin was by far the greatest of the Reformers with

respect to the talents he possessed, the influence he exerted"

and the services he rendered in the establishment and diffusion

of important truth" (W. CUNNINGHAM, (( The Reformers and the

Theology of the Reformation," p. 292).

HIS EARLY LIFE

John Calvin was born at Noyons, in Picardy, on July 27th~ 1509.
His father, Gerard Calvin, being a person of no small judgment and
prudence, was highly esteemed by most of the nobility of the dis-
trict, and this was the reason why young Calvin was from a boy
very liberally educated, though at his father's expense, in the
family of the lvfommors, one of the most distinguished in that
quarter.

His father had at first intended him for the 'study of theology,
to which he inferred he was naturally inclined; because, even at a
youthful age, he was remarkably religious, and was also a strict
censor of everything vicious in his companions. His father procured
a benefice for him from the Bishop of Noyons, in what is called
the cathedral church, and thereafter the care of a parish connected
with a suburban village called Pont-Eveque, the birthplace of his
father. It is certain that Calvin, though not in priest's orders,

prheache~ sevferal ks~rmoh~s in th.is place before he quitted France. '1
T e desIgn 0 ma mg lm a pnest was interrupted by a change in
the views of father and son-in the former, because he saw that
the Law was a surer road to wealth, and in the latter~ because, J
having been made acquainted with the reformed faith by a relation
named Peter Robert Olivet (the person to whom the churches of
France owe that translation of the Old Testament, from the Hebrew,.
which was printed at Neufchatel), he had begun to devote himself
to the study of the Holy Scriptures, and, from an abhorrence ef
all kinds of superstition, to discontinue his attendance on the
public services of the papal communion.
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It Gannot be doubted that at the time when the German Re
formers agreed upon the Confession of Augsburg, in 1530, Calvin
was not only studying the Scriptures for himself, but was ob
serving the effects of the Scriptural doctrines upon individuals and
societies in the great cities of France. Little could it have been
suspected at that time, that, after the lapse of a few years, those
who in France embraced these evangelical doctrines should come
to be known, not as Lutherans, but as Calvinists.

HIS CONVERSION

With regard to Calvin's conversion to the evangelical faith, and
his adoption of the Reformation principles, it appears that several
means were used by the God of grace to bring this remarkable
character under the power of the gospel.

Three several causes may be recognised: the study of the Scrip
tures; the influence of personal friends who were living in fellowship
with Christ; and the spectacle of the piety, devotion, and steadfast
ness under persecution of many members of the Reformed com
munity in Paris.

I t was no easy step which Calvin took in going over to the ranks
of the Reformers. He had long been a student and lover of Holy
Writ, and he had recently seen clearly enough the many cor
ruptions of Popery. Calvin in his youth had been warmly attached
to the papal communion, and he was naturally and by education
an upholder of authority, and indisposed to cast off accustomed
restraints. But events convinced him that no reform of the papacy
could come from within. At the same time his mind. enlightened
by the Word and the Spirit of God, was dissatisfied with a religion
consisting largely of outward observance. He also found no real
rest for his conscience in following the customary religious practices.
He came to find this rest in the Gospel of Christ, e~pccially as a
revelation of Divine mercy to himself personally. His conversion
was thorough; old things passed away, and all things became new.

In Geneva, vVilliam Farel, from Dauphiny, in company with
efficient colleagues, had preached the Gospel, and disputed with
and vanquished adversaries, and had secured the establishment of
the Reformation there in 1535. His intention was to stop only a
single night. But Farel, hearing of the arrival of Calvin, earnestly
begged him to abide at Geneva. Calvin at first steadily declined
his request. Farel, however, changing his tone from O'1e of entreaty
to command, bade him stay, denouncing him with God's displeasure,
if he did not come " to the help of the Lord, to the help of the
Lord against the mighty." (Judges 5, 23).

I
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The reformation at Geneva had become firmly established, due
to Farel's fearless work. Then the vigorous intellect of Calvin, his
great knowledge of Divine truth, his amazing industry, and his great
ability as a writer and as a preacher, were all admirably adapted
to carry on what Farel had begun. Farel was a man of action,.
Calvin a man of thought; Fare! was a preacher of fiery eloquence,
Calvin a writer of deep, but calm scriptural knowledge. Both were
men of God, ardent lovers of truth, bosom friends and affectionate
brethren for life.

'!\Then wc consider Calvin's circumstances at this time, we can
see there were solid reasons why he should l~e induced to pitch
his tent at Geneva. Driven out of France by the papal persecution~

he could not but be desirous to obtain a haven from the storms of
violence.

Then, as most of God's servants have experienced, the leading-s of
His providence and the dealings of His grace. both combined to
work out His eternal purposes, and to fix Calvin's abode in that city
which has become lastingly identified with his memory and name.

HIS CONTROVERSIES WITH PAPAL ROME

In the 16th century it was impossible to be neutral in the great
struggle of which Europe was then the battlefield, between the
Papacy and the Reformation. Calvin was a general in the ranks
of the Retormers. Both as a theologian and organiser, he was
supreme. Both in his « I nstifutes ,.~ and in his many commentaries
upon scripture, he took every opportunity of exposing the errors.
of Romanism, especially the doctrine of salvation by works and
merit, as opposed to the Gospel doctrine of salvation by grace
through faith.

One of the most controversial questions related to the significance
of the ordinance of the Lord's Supper. Romanism had made what
was called the sacrifice of the Mass, offered by the priesthood, the
central part of worship, and around this perversion gathered most
of the corrupt practices which disfigured that system.

HIS WORK AND INFLUENCE

"The great heresy, which might be said to have overspread
the church for many centuries, was in substance this-that the
salvation of sinful men, in so far as they might need salvation,.
was to be ascribed. not to the one true God, the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Gh~st, but to men themselves, and to what they
could do, or to what could be done to them by their fellow-men
and other creatures. This, more or less developed, as the great
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heresy which lay under the elaborate externalism of the mediaeval
and Romish religion." (" The Reformer and Reformation/J W.
Cunningham, p. 337).

Calvin saw that the only effectual way of dealing with this great
perversion of the way of salvation, was to bring out fully and
definitely the whole doctrine of Scripture concerning the place held
in the salvation of sinners by the Father, by the Son, and by the
Holy Ghost.

Accordingly, Calvinism is just a full exposition and development
of the sum and substance of what is represented in Scripture as
done for the salvation of sinners by the three persons of the God
head. It represents the Father as arranging, choosing some to grace
and glory, and sending his Son to seek and to save them. It repre
sents the Son as assuming human nature, and suffering and dying
as the Surety and Substitute of His chosen people, of these whom
the Father had given Him in covenant. It represents the Holy
Spirit as taking of the things of Christ and revealing them to men's
souls. as taking His abode in all whom Christ redeemed with His
precious blood, effectually and infallibly determining them to faith
and holiness: and thus applying the blessings of redemption to all
for whom Christ purchased them, and finally preparing them fully
for th~ inheritance of the saints.

To quote from" Calvin's Calvinism," by H. Cole, preface, page x.
(1856) :-

"Calvinism is a designation, by which the doctrines of the
sovereign grace of God have been distinguished for the last two
centuries; but, more particularly and generally, for the last
century. The term derives, of course, its descriptiveness, from
the histQrical fact, that the eminent Swiss Reformer was the
chosen servant of God, appointed by Him to proclaim and defend,
more prominently than any contemporary or antecedent witness,
the s~blime doctrines in question. Not that these stupendous
truths originated with Calvin, but with God Himself. They form
an essential portion of the revelation of His vVard. They are
no more Calvinism, than Augustinism, or Lutherism, or BucerismJ

or Cranmerism, or Latimerism : for they are Bibleism : and they
are the ism of every saint. and true minister of Christ: they are
the solidity and security of all true religion: they are the fast
hold of faith: they form a substantial ingredient in every true
ministry of the Gospel: and they constitute an essential doctrine
in the confession of every true Church of Christ."
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LAST DAYS

On the 11th of May, 1564, having learned by letter that Farel,
now in his eightieth year, had determined on making the journey
to see him, Calvin wrote to Farel thus:

" Farewell, my best and most right-hearted brother: and since
God is pleased that you should survive me in this world, live
mindful of our friendship, of which, as it was useful to the Church
of God, the fruit still awaits us in heaven. I would not have
you fatigue yourself on my account. I draw my breath with
difficulty, and am daily waiting till I altogether cease to breathe.
I t is enough to Christ I live and die; to His people He is gain
in life and in death. Farewell again, not forgetting the brethren.
At Geneva, 11th May, 1564."

The good old man, however, came to Geneva, and after seeing
and conversing with him, returned next day to Neufchatel.

An extract from Calvin's will, dictated by himself, dated the
25th April, 1564, reads thus, "In the name of the Lord, Amen.
I, John Calvin, minister of the Word of God in this church of
Geneva, being affiicted and oppressed with various diseases, which
easily induce me to believe that the Lord God has determined
shortly to call me away out of this world, have resolved to make
my testament, and commit my last will to writing in the manner
following: First of all, I give thanks to God, that taking mercy
on me, whom He had created and placed in this world, He not
only delivered me out of the deep darkness of idolatry in which
I was plunged, that He might bring me into the light of His
Gospel, and make me a partaker in the doctrine of salvation, d
which I was most unworthy .
With my whole soul I embrace the mercy which He has exercised
towards me through Jesus Christ, atoning my sins with the
merits of His death and passion, that in this way He might
satisfy for all my crimes and faults, and blot them from His
remembrance. I testify also and declare, that I suppliantly beg
of Him that He may be pleased so to wash and purify me in
the blood which my Sovereign Redeemer has shed for the sins
of the human race, that under His shadow I may be able to
stand at the judgment-seat ..."

On the 27th of May, 1564, Calvin was called away from the
sphere of his earthly labours, and so departed one of the greatest
luminaries it has pleased God to raise up amongst men.

J
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PAUL-" LITTLE"
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I

(( Saul (who also is called Pau~ ~)J ACTS 13 :9.

THERE is usually a significance in the changing of a name, as in
the name itself. For the reason of the change of the name of
God's chosen vessel to bear His Name before the Gentiles there
is nothing mentioned in God's Word. It may be assumed, as it is
by many, that this introduction to the apostles at Jerusalem and
sojourn with them was the occasion of the change and was dic
tated by prudence in view of his former course of life when He
persecuted the Church of God. But, whatever the significance
of the change, there is no difficulty as to the significance of the
name received.

Paul a Little"! The physical appearance of eminent men in the
service of God is often a matter of wondering speculation by those
who know of them by repute, by record of their works, but have
never seen them in person or met with any who could describe them.

All too often where sight knows no opportunity of discerning the
appearance a magnified or distorted conception is formed. If
SamueL at the first view of one of Jesse's sons of fine stature and
personableness, should judge that "Surely the Lord's anointed is
before Him" only to be reminded that" the Lord seeth not as man
seeth," we can be certain that our conceptions may also be entirely
wrong.

And is not this weakness of conception akin to the practice all
too prevalent of "running" after certain ministers and preachers
because of their personal appearance? A commanding figure, a
pleasant face, a fine head of hair, a sonorous voice-where these
are the possessions of the preacher he will become the obsession
of many hearers. Nor does it matter to some whether his message
be fleshy and flashy. Is not this a case for the Lord's people to
guard against, those who are young in the faith particularly?.......

Paul a Little." Not such in bodily presence and appearance to
" attract" or "draw" multitudes-but the Power that wrought
by the man! The Almighty Spirit of God that dwelt in the man!
The invincible Grace that accompanied the man! "Little" indeed
he was in physique, and, as he described himself, "in presence"
(outward appearance, marg.) "base"; and he agreed that "his
bodily presence was weak and his speech contemptible," yet he was
great in his labours, by the Grace given unto him.

In that he "shunned not to declare all the counsel of God," he
set forth the great truths of God in the Sovereign election and
predestination, the complete redemption, the perfect justification,
the eternal salvation, and certain glorification of a world of lost,
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ruined, hell-deserving sinners whom God loved from the foundation
of ,the world. These were great things of which Paul, the" Little,"
was put in charge to proclaim.

No doubt there were multitudes with" itching ears" who had
nothing but scorn and contempt for one whose" outward appear
ance" was base; who heaped to themselves teachers of more at
tractive personableness with "popular methods" and "popular
messages," so pleasing to fleshy religionists even as in these days.

Paul "Little." The writer recalls a personal experience of an
incident in which a lady, prominent in the public life of her district,
attended a service while greatly distressed and cast down under a
very heavy financial burden that had fallen upon her. Proud and
rebellious, she took her seat, and, facing the preacher whom she
had never seen before, she turned to a friend and vehemently ex
claimed, " What a repulsive, horrible looking man! I wish I had
not come." And so she sat in her rebellious contemptuousness
while the service proceeded. But, when God's sent servant opened
the Book and read the text, "My God shall supply all your need
according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus" (PhiI. 4, 19), and
proceeded to open up that precious word, her heart was broken,
her pride vanquished. her rebelliousness quelled. and the Grace of
God so wrought within her that she was sitting clothed with humble
submission to the \,"ill of God and in her right mind as to His
Sovereign Goodness and ~fercy.

I t is on record too that an Ene;lish merchant went on business to
Scotland in the old days, and on his return home he reported:
" I came to Irvine and heard a well-favoured and proper old man
(David Dickson), and that man showed me all my heart. Then
I went to St. Andrew's, where I heard a sweet majestic-looking
man (Robert Blair), and he showed me the majesty of God. After
him I heard a little fair man (Samuel Rutherford), and he showed
me the loveliness of Christ/}

In appearance besides his two friends, how insignificant must dear
little Rutherford have looked! And yet his theme was the hearts
ease and comfort made necessar y to the soul of him who was
filled with fear and godly sorrow by the preaching of the other more
striking looking men.

Then let the Lord's dear people, who seek the necessary food for
their souls, take not into any account the attractiveness of the man
or the meanness of his stature and appearance. Let the matter
and substance of the food that is given be that which is prayerfully
sought, even should he who ministers it be " little" of stature phy
sically and" base" of outward appearance. B.S.B.

.1
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\NHEN his sons were preparing for their second journey into Egypt,
]acob told them to take a present to the much-feared lord of the
land. They must take of the best (who indeed would think other
wise ?)-a little balm, a little money (was it "little" for fear the
magnate should think that they were wealthy landowners?) What
a pathetic gift, and Joseph must have thought so and felt it. Very
soon he was to tell them that the good of all the land of Egypt was
theirs-that they were to live in the best part of it. How paltry
their "best" must have seemed; but it was the best they could
do, and was practically useless: it was the poverty and pathcs
of it that moved him. It was fear and apprehension that urged
their attempt to placate him. But love and forgiveness overswept
all their works, and he made himself known to them. "He mani
fested Himself unto them"; "In this wise He showed Himself
unto them "-so it says of the Lord Jesus and the disciples who
had deserted Him.

Four hundred and eighty years after the children of Israel had
left Egypt, Solomon began to build the hOUSE: of the Lord. David
had made vast preparations for it, saying" the house that is to be
built for the Lord must be exceeding magnifical for fame and glory
in all lands." Every part and portion of the fabric, every feature
of the workmanship must be the best. Beams, posts, walls, ceilings
(made of cedar), were overlaid with gold; the very nails were made
of gold, the most skilled carving, the most precious jewels orna
mented the whole. All this was by commandment and revelation of
God to David-no grievous commandment to the king whose love
to God and zeal were so gre3.t. The best was not good enough
for the temple of the Lord. Ages before men had attempted a
tower to reach to heaven: brick and mortar it was made of: its
builders hoped to succeed in their defiance of the Almighty; but
He came down, and brought it to nothing by confounding their
language. But He came down in His glory when the temple was
dedicated, His glory filled the house, the fire of God consumed
the sacrifices; the priests sounded the trumpets, and all Israel stood.
The peace offering alone amounted to twenty-two thousand oxen
and twenty thousand sheep: all without blemish-no other would
be accepted. "How much more shall the blood of Christ Who
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FOLLO'VER-ON.

through the Eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God
purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?"

Paul told his Corinthian friends to " covet earnestly the best gifts."
A gift implies a donor and a receiver, ruling out purchase, theft,
or reward of labour. The bcst gifts are all in the hands of the
Lord Jesus: He paid for all the blessings He has to bestow; He
invites the hungry and thirsty to come and have; no price is
set on them; no money has ever been minted that can pay for
them. David, in the 51st Psalm, coveted several of these best gifts
best beyond comparison with anything that could be mentioned.
"Create in me a clean heart, 0 God, and renew a right spirit
within me"; cc Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation.~~ Covet
the best gifts-anything and everything that Christ has to give, all
are needed by those who have no money to buy, no merit to descrve
them, no wish to steal. "Ask and ye shall have ~~-all spiritual
blessings in Christ Jesus, according the riches of God and by the
Holy Spirit. Who can tell them?

I AM \VITH YOU ALWAY
-St. Matthew 28 : 20.

Our SaviouL Jesus, is always the samc,
And He is ever with us. It is well
There is one stable rock amidst the surge
Of time's wild restless ocean. 0 my so~l,
Set not thy trust upon decaying wealth,
But set thine heart on Him \Vho aye abides
Thy faithful Friend. Build not thine house upon
The moving quicksands of a changeful world)
But found thy hopes upon this rock which stands
Immovably secure. Lay up thy store
Of jewels where they never can be lost.
Put all in Christ, and set thy love on Him,
Thy trust in His most efficacious blood,
Thy joy in His sweet presence. Thus thou mayest
Defy destruction and deride all loss.
Remember, 0 my soul, that all, the flowers
That bloom in this world's garden fade by turns.
Oh, wed thine heart to Him Who ne'er forsakes,
And trust thyself with Him Who pilots thee
Until thou reach the calm celestial shore.

-T. PITTAWAY.

Rodden Rectory, Frome, Somerset.
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CLOSE OF FINANCIAL YEAR

WITH the close of the Society's financial year it can thankfully be
recorded that the Society has been favoured with income sufficient
to meet all its needs, with a number of refreshing and encouraging
tokens of the mindfulness of the Lord for His aged and afflicted
people. The Committee desire to record their thankfulness and
praise to Almighty God for His provision for all needs and continued
blessing upon the work.

Two LETTERS

The following message from two friends (one in Africa), whose
hearts have been moved to assist, brought an encouragement and
renewed zeal :-

" I wish the gift were much larger; but it is sent with the
earnest prayer that the Lord will take it and multiply it, as He
did the loaves and fishes, and use it to bring some blessing to His
aged saints. In these days, when the cost of living is rising and
life is becoming more and more difficult, I do pray the Lord
will meet your every need that many in the eventide of life may
find help and comfort and cheer through your ministry."

"We have been able by God's blessing to pay a tithe of our
weekly wage for the purpose of helping those not so blessed as
we are. So far as we are able we hope to send £ 1 per month
to you for our aged friends. We pray that He may bless your
work."

H ALL YOUR NEED"

This year more than ever have the Committee been compelled to
proceed with their business arrangements in faith, for, although
sufficient has been received. nearly one third of the total income
was in the form of legacies, and these have all been used as they
have been received. Increases in every form of expenditure hav~

had to be met; but the income has not increased proportionately.

The whole of the progress of the past year in extending the
nursing scope of the Society at Tunbridge Wells has been made in
the face of regularly rising prices and contrary to what prudence
and caution might have indicated, but in the belief that (( my God
shall supply all your need/~ The promise covers all possible aspects
of the need. May others be constrained to add their tithe. that
every need may be met and the name of God be glorified. '
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Rev. W. H. Krause Memorial
THROUGH the kindness of the Rev. Dr. N. D. Emerson. Incumbent
of St. Mary's, Dublin, we have received a copy of the Memorial
Tablet of the Rev. W. H. Krause, M.A., the centenary of whose
death we noted in the February issue of The Gospel Magazine.

The memorial tablet is in St. George's Church, Dublin, and by
the kindness of the Rector of St. George's (the Rev. R. J. Kerr,
M.A.) Dr. Emerson was able to send us the following copy:-

Sacred to the memory of the REV. WILLIAM HENRY KRAUSE,
M.A., for 11 years the devoted and faithful minister of Bethesda
Chapel. In which place he was owned and blessed of God, and
beloved of many as a laborious and affectionate pastor and faith
ful preacher of the Gospel of Christ. He felt in his own soul the
preciousness of Jesus and" as of sincerity and as of God in the
sight of God," he laboured to make knmvn among- his fellow
sinners the unsearchable riches of Christ. He shunned not "to
declare all the counsel of God." proclaiming to the chief of
sinners that" the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from
all sin," whilst he uncompromisingly maintained the soY(~reignty

and power of God in the salvation of His people.

From first to last it was his delight to encourage these to look
for the" glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour
Jesus Christ."

And, when it pleased the Lord to call him hence, he departed
in peace knowing in Whom he had believed, and persuaded that
He was able to keep that which he had committed to Him against
that day.

He departed this life on the 27th day of February, in the year
of our Lord 1852, in the 56th year of his age.

Underneath was a small tablet which read :-
These monuments were removed on the closing of Bethesda

Chapel, 1908, and erected in this Church by Arthur Edward
'Guinness, Baron Ardilaun, M.P. for Dublin 1868-9 and 1874-80.

In affectionate memory of his early associations with Bethesda
,Chapel and his godfather, Rev. William Henry Krause, M.A.
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We have received a statement from the newly-formed "Truth
and Faith Committee."

The Committee calls attention to the serious danger now facing
the Church of England from the proposed new Canons, which, if
adopted, will alter the character of the Church. These include the
use of Mass Vestments and the practice of Auricular Confession.

The Committee's desire is not to start a new Society, but to meet
a special emergency. The Chairman is the Rev. B. C. Mowll, M.A.
(Rector of Broadwater, Worthing), and the Vice-Chairman the
Rev. D. K. Dean, M.A., B.D. (Rector of Tooting).

The declaration for signature reads: "Believing that some of the
proposed Canons strongly favour a return to doctrines and practices
which were discarded at the Reformation, and are inconsistent with
the teaching of the Thirty-Nine Articles, and the Book of Common
Prayer and desiring to maintain the Reformed Faith, which is based
upon the teaching of Holy Scripture, I will give all the help I can
to prevent these Canons being imposed upon the Church."

The Hon. Secretary is the Rev. Donald R. Hill, RA., clo The
Rectory, Whinburgh, Norfolk, from whom copies of the statement
can be obtained.

May Meetings
Tuesday, May 6th: Sovereign Grace Union, 6.30 p.m., Grove

Chapel, Camberwell; Annual Conference, Thursday and Friday,
May 8th and 9th.

Tuesday, May 27th: Irish Church Missions, 3 and 6.30, Living
stone Hall.

Wednesday, May 28th: Trinitarian Bible Society, 3.30 and 6.30,
Caxton Hall.

Editorial
Received with thanks: Rev. H. A. Lewty; Pastor B. S. Brunning;

Mr. F. Coxon; Rev. Dr. N. D. Emerson; Rev. T. Pittaway; Dr.
L. M. Houghton; Miss R. Cowell; Miss J. Alexander; Mr. F.
Naylor; Rev. T. R. Horan.

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE FUND

The Trustees of .. The Gospel Magazine " gratefully acknowledge the receipt
or the following donations to the Fund: Mrs. D. Wakeley 3/-; Mr. C. T.
Appleton 2/6; Mr. L. A. Wilton 2/6; Mrs. F. W. Bird 2/6; Miss F. Woolway
2/6; Mr. S. MacDonald 2/6; Mrs. E. Taylor 10/-; Rev. R. Williams 12/6'
Mrs. E. J. Snutch 2/6; Mrs. R. A.Harris 2/6. '
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ANOTHER OLD BOOK

'11I
1

.1
1

CHARLES BRIDGES ON PROVERBS

IN the March issue of The Gospel Magazine appeared interesting
comments upon,and extracts from, Bridges on Psalm 119. Another
reader of The Gospel Magazine possesses Bridges on Proverbs, the
preface of which was written by Charles Bridges from Old Newton
Vicarage in 1846. This commentary, in two volumes. also abounds
in sound evangelical truth and in spiritual unction. C. H.
Spurgeon, in his Commenting and Commentaries, remarks thus on
Bridges' Proverbs:

"The best work on the Proverbs. The Scriptural method
of exposition so well carried out by Bridges renders all his
writings very suggestive to ministers. While ,explaining the
passage in hand, he sets other portions of the word in new
lights."

The following are extracts from Bridges' exposition.

WISDOM

The Book naturally opens with a short account of its author.
Solomon is recorded as the wisest of men-a man of wiscom.
because a man of prayer. His extraordinary wisdom was the
admiration of the world. Had he been the son of Jeroboam. he
would have commanded respect; but he was the son 01 Darid
formed by his godly prayers and counsels~ And, if a kin~'s sayings
-even though without intrinsic merit-are preserved, much marc
should we listen with special interest to the wise teaching of this
King of Israel. After alL however. valuable as were Solomon's
maxims for their own wisdom (exceeding the sages of his own or
any other time), they claim our reverence upon infinitely higher
ground. "Behold, a greater than Solomon is here." Often does
he speak in the person-always under the inspiration-of "the
Wisdom of God"; so that his sayings are in the highest sense
" Divine sentences in the lips of the King." The great end of this
inestimable beok is to teach-not secular or political wisdom
(though many excellent rules of each are interspersed)-but that
knowledge of God which, while it "maketh w,ise unto salvation,
perfects and furnishes the man of God unto all good works."

Wisdom having solemnly warned rebellious scorners. now
instructs her dutiful children (chapter 2). If, as is supposed, these
are the words of Solomon to his son, they are also the words of God
to us. The dark question long before asked-" \Vhere :shall wisdom
be found? "-is not answered. Rules are given for its discovery.
I t is set before us-as the fear and knowledge of God; a principle

•
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of practical godlines'l; a preservation from besetting temptations;
and a guide into the right and safe path. The rules for its attain
ment are such as the simplest comprchension can apply. Most
valuable are they to us. If carefully pondered, and diligently
improved, they will furnish a key for the understanding of the
whole \,yord of God.

''\fORD OF GOD

Let us examine them more distinctly.
Receive my words. Let them be "the seed ca"t into the good

ground of an honest and good heart"-a heart preparcd of God.
Read the Beo~ of God as one who" sat at the feet of Jesus, and
heard His word." Like the Bereans-" receive it with all readi
ness "; like the Thessalonians-with reverential faith, acknow
ledg-ing its supreme authority. Hide my commandments with thee.
Carry them aboc.t with thee as thy choicest treasure, for grcater
'·ccurity; as thy furniture always at hand for present us~. Let the
heart be the hiding-place. Here let the treasure be covered. Satan
can never snatch it thence.

But there must be an adive J practical habit of attention. Ear
and heart must unite. Yet to incline the earJ and apply the heart
" who is sufficient for these things?" Oh! my God! let it be thine
own work on me-in me. Thou alone canst do it. Let it be with
me as with thy Bcloved Son-" Waken my ear morning by morning
to hear as the learned." So let me under Thy grace " incline mine
ear. and hear, that my soul may live."

SPIRIT OF PRAYER

\\'ithout this Spirit of Prayer there may be attention, earnestness,
sincerity, yet without one spiritual impression upon the conscience,
without one ray of Divine light in the soul. Earthly wisdom is
gained by study; heavenly wisdom by prayer. Study may form
a Biblical scholar; prayer puts the heart under a heavenly pupillage,
and therefore forms the wise and spiritual Christian. The word
first comes into the ears; then it enters into the heart; there it is
"Safely hid; thence rises the cry-the lifting up of the voice in
awakened prayer. Thus," the entrance of the word giveth life; it
giveth understanding to the simple." God keeps the key of the
treasure-house in His own hand. "For this He will be enguired ef "
to open it unto thee. No other inspiration can be looked for than
Divine grace to make His word clear and impressive. Every verse
read and meditated on furnishes material for prayer. Evcry text
prayed ovcr op~ns a mine of "unsearchable riches," with a light
from above more clear and full than the most intelligent exposition.
David and his wise son sought this learning upon their knees; and
the most matured Christian will to the end continue to lift up his
voice for a more cnlarged know!edge of God.
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But prayer must not stand in the stead of diligence. Let it rather
give life and energy to it. Look at the miner-his indefatigable
pains-his invincible resolution-his untiring perseverance-seeking
-yea-searching for hid treasure. Such must be our standard in
searching into the sacred storehouse; leaving nothing untouched
that lies before us. To read, instead of (( searching the Scriptures,"
is only to skim the surface, and gather up a few superficial notions.
All fundamental errors and heresies in the Church may bc traced to
this source-" Ye do err, not knowing the Scriptures." They are
mostly based on partial or disjointed statements of truth. Truth
separated from truth becomes error. The mind, thereforc. prayer
fully occupied in the search of Divine truth-crying and lifting up
the voice-will never fail to discern the substance and preciousness
of the two great principles of godliness-the fear and knowledge of
God. There is no peradventure nor disappointment in this search
-then shalt thou understand-the Lord giveth wisdom; it cometh
out of His mouth. None shall search in vain.

CONVERSION

The grand question is here decided (Prov. 16: 1)-\\'ho is the
first mover in the work of conversion? Can man prepare his own
heart for the grace of God? The preparations of the heart in man
are from the Lord. He takes the stone out of the heart. that it may
feel; draws it, that it may follow; quickens it, that it may live.
He opens the heart, that He may imprint His own law. and mould
it into His image. He works, not merely by moral sua'ion. or by
the bare proposal of means of uncertain power~ but by invisible
Almighty agency. The work then begins with God. It is not that
we first come, and then are taught. But first ,ve learn: then we
come. His grace both prevents and co-operates. Shall we then
indolently wait until He works? Far from it. \\'c must work, but
in dependence upon Him. He works not without us~ but with us,
through us, in us. by us; and we work in Him. Ours is the duty;
His is the strength. Ours the agency; His the quickcning life. His
commands do not imply our power to obey, but our dependence
upon Him for the grace of obedience. He gives what He com
mands, and "His promises are the ground of OUT pcrformances.
Our works are not the cause, but the effect of His grace: and never
could they come out of us, until God had first put them in us."

THE COUNSEL OF THE LORD

There are many devices in a man's heart; nevertheless the
counsel of the Lord, that shall stand (19: 21). \Vhen God and
man were as one, it was" as the days of heaven upon earth." But
ever since the fall, man's devices and God's counsel are at opposite.
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Which will triumph, who can doubt? "There IS no wisdom, nor
understanding, nor counsel against the Lord. I will work and who
shall let it? My counsel shall stand, and I will do my pleasure."
\Ve mark this conflict in everyday life. Man looks for advance
ment: God in mercy restrains him from it. M an~s devices are to be
rich: God's wise counsel keeps him poor. Man sets his heart upon
enjoying his stores; God in a moment" requires his soul." Thus
man proposes; God disposes. The devices in the heart of godly
I,aac resisted-though in vain-the declared counsel of the Lord.
:\nd what is the page of history but the overruling of man~s devices
for the accomplishment of the Lord~s couns?l? The malice of
Jo:,eph's brethren was the means of fulfilling the Divine counsel in
the salvation of His Church. The plot laid for the destruction of
I"rac1 furthered their prosperity. The vain attempts at opposition
to Christ were subservient to the great end of " the determinate
counsel and foreknowledge of God." The device of man to prevent
the Apostle's journey to Rome was signally defeated. How vain the
impious attempt to "fight against God." "Woe unto him that
striveth with his Maker." All is calm in heaven, however stormy it
may be on earth. There is no confusion there. One will alone
reigns. Every purpose reaches its appointed end-" He is of one
mind, and who can turn Him? And what His soul desireth. even
that He doeth."
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