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" Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort
them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are

comforted of God."-2 CORINTHIANS 1: 4.

PAUL'S RENUNCIATION OF HIS OWN RIGHTEOUSNESS

C( But what things were gain to' me, those I counted loss for Christ.
Yea, doubtless, and I count all things but lo'.Ss for the exce:llency
of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lo,rcB; forr whom I have
suffere'd the loss of all things, and do count them but dunrg,
that I may win Christ, and be found in Ht~m, not having mine
own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through
the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith."
-Philippians 3 : 7-9.

PAUL seemed to be closing his letter to the Philippian Christians;
he, as it were, began to write "Finally, in conclusion," when he
broke off at once to give a warning, thrice repeated, in stronf.{
terms: "Beware of the dogs, beware of the evil workers, beware
of the concision"! (3 : 2). It was a prolonged break-off, occupying
almost as long as he had written in the earlier and main part of
his letter. '

We invite our readers to a consideration of the passage Philip
pians 3 : 1-11-a passa~e of supreme importance for the establish
ment of the Lord's family in their knowledge of the true foundation
of their acceptance and justification in the salvation which is in
the Lord Jesus Christ. May God the Holy Spirit reveal the things
of Christ to all our hearts and so lead us all to " rejoice in the Lord"
and in Him alone.
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I.-PAUL'S THRICE REPEATED WARNING

What was it that caused Paul to give this strong warning to the
Philippians? Thrice he wrote it: "Beware! Beware! Beware! "
His reference would be to the Judaising teachers, who clogg'ed his
footsteps with their false teachings and accusations. They were
those who pressed upon the converts the necessity of the wOl'k~ and
ceremonies of the law for their salvation.

" Beware of the dogs!" Paul retorted upon the Jewish teachers
the very term which they applied to the Gentiles. In the East dogs
were not the home pets that we know and love, but were the wild
scavenger dogs of the streets. They were unclean, feeding- upon
refuse, without owners, uncontrolled. In using so strong a term
Paul showed his sense of the dangers arising from their te,lchings.

" Beware of the' evil workers!" Paul referred to the same persons
as "evil workers." In setting aside the great doctrine of free
salvation through the merits of the Lord Jesus Christ, they worked
from bad principles. They walked in craftiness, and handled the
word of God deceitfully. They were" deceitful workers" (2 Cor.
11 : 13). They" compassed sea and land to make onc proselyte"
(Matt. 23 : 15).

" Beware of the concision!" Paul referred contemptuously to the
Jewish advocates of the necessity of the rite of circumcision as held
by them, for they made salvation to depend upon it. "Beware of
the mutilators," Paul said.

The apostle then described (verse 3) the character of those who
were the Lord's true people. These had the true circumcision of
the heart (the inward work of God-Romans 2 : 28, 29). These
" worshipped God in the spirit," by the Spirit of God and" in spirit
and in truth." They" rejoiced in Christ Jesus "-their " boastin,~"

was im the Lord alone. And" they had no confidence in the flesh,"
in pride of birth or of fleshly ordinances of the law, or in their own
human nature. The true believer rests in nothing short of Christ
alone; nothing else affords a ground of hope.
II.-PAUL'S OWN RENUNCIATION OF ANY CONFIDENCE IN THE JILESH

In a remarkable passage (verses 4-8) Paul expressed his own
complete renunciation of any confidence in those things which to
him as a religious Jew had been" g-ains" to him. If he placed
himself on the same g-rounds as the Judaisers, he could say that he
surpassed them all; he accordingly detailed the things that might
stand to his credit.

He had four inherited privileges:
(a) He was" circumcised the eighth day," and so came from be

lieving Jewish parents.
(b) He was" of the sto'ck of Israel "-he was not a proselyte, but

of direct Israelite descent.
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(c) He was « of the tribe of Benjamin "-the one tribe that re
mained faithful to Judah.

(d) He was" a Hebrew of the Hebrews "-in language and customs
he was a strict Hebrew, not a Hellenist.

Then he could, if he wished, claim three matters of boasting:

(a) With respect to the Law, he had been a Pharisee, the strictest
sect of the Jewish religion.

(b) As to <.eal, he had shown the utmost zeal as a Jew in persecuting
the Christian Church (Galatians 1 : 13 : "For ye have heard of
my conversation in time past in the Jews' Religion how that be
yond measure I persecuted the Church of God, and wasted it"
(made havoc of it).

(c) As to the « righteousness which is in the law" he was blame
less-he had done all that was thought necessary, he had
neglected no duty; outwardly there seemed no defect, no fault;
he had left nothing undone for legal righteousness.

But all those things that were gain (plural) to him those he
counted loss for Christ. He renounced them all-birth, upbringing,
external conformity to the law, zeal, legal righteousness. All the
thinRs that once he used to add to his credit he now renounced
as "loss." CHRIST was more to him than all of them. He no longer
wanted to look at himself, but to look at Christ and to be found
in Him.

IlL-PAUL REJOICED IN THE SURPASSING WORTH OF CHRIST

Paul wrote: "Yea, doubtless, and I count all things but loss for
the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for Whom
I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung,
that I may win Christ, and be found in Him, not having mine own.
righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith
of Christ (RV. through faith in Christ), the righteousness which
is of God by faith."

By reason of the surpassing worth of Christ Jesus his Lord, he
counted everything but loss, as refuse, for the righteousness in Christ.
Three times again he repeated those words" I counted," " I count,"
"I do count "-" loss," "but loss," "the loss of all things "-" For
Christ," " the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord,' " that I may win
Christ."

His aim now was to be found in Christ, not having his own
righteousness, but being clothed with the righteousness of Christ.
When writing earlier to the Christians at Rome, he had expressed his
heart's desire and prayer to God for his own people as being that
they might be saved, adding: "For I bear them record that they
have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. For they
being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish
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their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves to the
righteousness of God." Then he gave the expressive words: "For
Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone that
believeth" (Romans 10: 1-4).

It was a provided righteousness, an imputed righteousness, in
which he rejoiced. He had no confidence in the flesh-he rejoiced
in the Lord.

This is the rejoicing of the Lord's family.

'Tis not by works of righteousness
Which our own hands have done;

But we are saved by sovereign grace
Abounding through His Son.

(Isaac Watls, 1709).
Or, as Miss F. R. Havergal has expressed it:

" Israel of God, awaken! Church of Christ, arise and shine!
Mourning garb and soiled raiment henceforth be no longer thine!
For the Lord thy God hath clothed thee with a new and glorious

dress,
With the garments of salvation, with the robe of righteousness."

(F. R. Havergal, 1871).
May the Lord enable us, with Paul, to renounce all other claims

to righteousness but Christ Himself.
" Yes, and I must and will esteem

All things but loss for Jesu's sake;
Oh! may my soul be found in Him

And of His righteousness partake!
The best obedience of my hands
Dares not appear before Thy throne,
But faith can answer Thy demands,

By pleading what my Lord has done."
(Watts). W.D.S.

" As new born babes, desire the sincere milk of the Word." The
pure milk. I will venture to give an anecdote, which I heard the
late Hugh Stowell relate, in reference to the pure Word of God.
He told us that one of my own countrymen was reading the Word
of God, contrary to the priest's wish, and the priest took him to task.
And the man said, "Well, your reverence, when I was a poor man
I had to buy milk, which I generally found was adulterated; but
when I got on better in the world, I got my own cow. and so was
able to secure pure milk; and so, please your reverence, I just
intend to have the pure milk myself." "And so," said Hugh Stowell,
"beware of milk going through ecclesiastical milk cans."

-Rev. J. G. RAINSFORD, 188B.
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WAYSIDE NOTES

" PREACH THE WORD"

197

SOME COMMENTS ON THE PROPOSAL TO SUBSTITUTE THE LORD'S
SUPPER FOR MORNING PRAYER AS THE PRINCIPAL SERVICE

A FRIEND asked us recently for our comment on the fact that at their
Annual Parochial Church Council there was brought forward a
proposal to replace Morning Prayer by the service of Holy Com
munion as the main service on Sunday mornings.

This is a proposal in line with a growing tendency of the times
in which we live. The desire is to establish the service of Holy
Communion as the principal Sunday service. As. we read the
" Sunday Notices" of Church Services, we constantly observe that
the majority of churches advertise at 11 a.m. "Choral Eucharist,"
" Sung Eucharist," "Holy Communion (Choral)." Sometimes this
is introduced once a month at first, but the genc'al tendency is
weekly. Other churches advertise " 10 a.m. Parish Communion"
(as the only morning service), or " 9.30 a.m. Sung Eucharist."

The friend to whom we referred asked us for our comment in
order that, when the proposal was brought forward, some reasons
might be advanced for its rejection. We replied that we, were sorry
to learn of the proposal and that we felt that those who knew the
Scriptures and valued the Scriptural order maintained in the Church
of England would be seriously disturbed by such a change.

The Church of England services have the Ministry of the Word
and Sacraments (in that order). In them Morning Prayer sUj:'plies
the Ministry of the Word. After the Penitential Introduction, there
comes the Praise Portion in the Venite, the Psalms, the Te Deurn,
and the other Canticles. There are two Lessons (Old Testament
and New Testament), culminating in the Apostles' Creed. The
Prayer portion follows, and after it the Sermon. All this provides
a really substantial Ministry of the Word, by which the renewed
soul grows and is strengthened.

Despite assertions to the contrary, this was the general method of
services in the early years of the Christian Church. There was a full
reading of Scripture Lessons followed by an Exposition of the Word.
The Lord's Supper came after the hohmiletic service. The type of
service followed that of the Synagogue and not that of the Temple.

The proposal mentioned to us has the effect of dispensing with
the Psalms, the Old Testament, the Te Deum, and the Canticles.
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The readings from the Scriptures (the Epistles and the Gospels) fonn
only short portions, u&ually half-a-dozen or so verses. 1n such a
service, too, the Sermon is very much shortened. The result in
general is that there is bound to arise an uninstructecl body of
professing churchpeople.

Again, in considering the proposal, one should think of the
directi'On in which it is travelling. This modern movement leads on
to the use of Mass Vestments, Non-Communicating Attendance, and
eventually the Mass itself. From all these the Church of England
was delivered at the time of the Reformation.

"One of the leading characteristics of our Church is the pro
minence given to God's Word; the tendency of the proposed change
is to exalt the Sacrament above it" (the late Dr. Harold Smith in
The Principal Sunday Service, p. 10). Dr. Smith stated that the
idea favoured was to have the Lord's Supper at 11 a.m., but not to
care how few communicanted; that in the bulk of churches Morning
Prayer was put at an earlier hour, which practically meant banish
ing it; that all this meant the suppression of Morning Prayer, the
encouragement of non-communicating attendance, and approxima
tion to the Roman "High Mass."

We add two further comments.

1. The diminished reverence for the Ministry of the WO'rd will
have fatal consequences in the Church of England. "Preach the
Word," wrote St. Paul. It is by the preaching- of the Word that
souls are born again by the power of the Holy Spirit and that new
born souls grow in the knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ.

2. The main error involved is that if the supposed localised
presence of Christ in the consecrated elements. Archbishop Cranmer
warned us that, if this error was revived, together with that of
offering Christ in sacrifice, it would ruin the Church of England
as a Reformed Church true to Holy Scripture. We see his words
being fulfilled today.

We believe that there is a wonderful and blessed order in the
services of the Church of England, and we hope that our readers
will put forth every endeavour at this time to defeat the retrograde
movement with respect to our servivces. W.D.S.

" I have worked at the Bible, prayed over the Bible, lived by the
Bible for more than sixty years, and I tell you there is no book like
the Bible."-The late SAMUEL CHADWICK.
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OUR YOUNG FOLKS' PAGE

MORE ABOUT MARGARET

199

Parson Evans, the clergyman to whom Margaret Lucas had
gone for help in her search for God, had become greatly interested
in the girl. He felt sure that a real work of God was going on in
her soul. Nevertheless, he was a little worried about her visits.
He knew that they were paid stealthily, as it were-that is to say,
her people knew nothing of them. And recently an old lady
living close by had begun remarking on the way Margaret
would ride up on her pony, leap off at the gate, and run
up to the study door. She told the Vicar that it didn't look at
all well for him to be "so thick" with a fashionable young lady!
In vain did Mr. Evans explain that Miss Lucas came to him
only for spiritual advice. He felt himself that it was awkward to
let the visits go on, when her father and sister had no idea of
them. Moreover, he did not want to encourage Margaret to con
tinue as a secret believer; was it not time that she began to confess
her Saviour before men?

So when the girl came joyfully to the old clergyman to tell him
that her burden was gone and that the Lord Jesus Christ was
indeed her Saviour, Mr. Evans felt that he must say something
of his thoughts. He began to warn her that her path as a Christian
must be a lonely one; it had been a great joy to him to help her,
but he felt it would be unwise to let her go on visiting him in
secret. Margaret saw the point at once, and ruefully agreed that
she had better give up coming to the Vicarage.

Then Mr. Evans reminded her of the man whom the Lord
Jesus had told to go home to his friends, and tell them what had
been done for him; was it not time that Margaret should say
something of her new-found faith to her family? Poor Margaret
went away perplexed, for her father and Arthur and Edith were
all real" enemies of the cross of Christ," not just indifferent to it;
and Margaret was always a shy, frightened little thing.

But though it was long before she actuallly said anything,
Margaret did begin to "let her light shine before men." For one
thing she grew much more considerate of the servants, and they
were quick to notice the change; and for another, she showed more
tender affection for her father and sister and brother, for her heart
was full of longing that they too might be saved. Often she was
just going to say something about spiritual things, especially to her

~
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sister, but she was never quick enough-the conversation a\ways
changed before she could make up her mind how to begin.

But at last the time came when Margaret's lips were unsealed.
It was the Christmas season, and there was to be a dinner-party at
her home. "Mind you look your best tonight," said Edith to her
sister; "you know who is coming!" Margaret did know indeed.
The year before, Harry Merton, son of a rich baronet nearby, had
obviously been attracted by Margaret Lucas when dining at her
father's house. All the time since he had been travelling abroad,
but he was at home now, and Margaret knew well why Mr. Lucas
had invited Harry now. But what had seemed quite a pleasant
prospect for the future now filled her with dread; for she knew
that Harry Merton had no sympathy with the things of Christ.
If only she could escape this evening's party! But she must go
through with it, and all day she prayed for wisdom and strength.

As Margaret expected, she found Harry was her neighbour at
dinner. People were remarking on the girl's self-possession and
graceful manners, for everybody knew how shy and self-conscious
she could be. The Lord was her stay-that was the explanation.
She found herself chatting comfortably to Harry, and his talk
about his travels was really interesting-. But towards the end of
dinner conversation became general; the Squire held forth about
hunting, and from that the talk moved to the state of the country.
Then somehow a reference to religion led one of the guests to speak
mockingly of the Bible, and of those who reverenced God's Word.
It was the kind of thing that had often been said at that table, and
it was usually met with approval. But at that moment Margaret
knew that she must speak, or else she would be a traitor to her
Lord!

Her gentle voice brought a sudden silence to the whole table.
" You can't really mean what you said," said Margaret, addressing
the speaker, "because it is not true-I am quite sure it is false! "
There was an instant's pause, and then everybody began exclaiming
in astonishment. Mr. Lucas could scarcely believe his ears! but
now he almost shouted down the table at his blushing daughter,
asking how she dared to insult his guest. "Insult Mr. Carr! oh no,
I didn't mean to do that," said Margaret hurriedly; "but Father,
I am a Christian now-I ought to have told you before-and I
love the Lord Jesus and His Words-I just can't bear to hear them
laughed at! "

Mr. Lucas was furious, but restrained himself to say cuttingly,
" I didn't know I had a saint in my family." "Don't say any more
about it," said Mr. Carr; " I didn't mean to offend Miss Margaret,
and I am quite ready to apologise." "You apologise, Mr. Carr! "
thundered the Squire; "it is my daughter who shall apologise to
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you." But here Arthur interposed on his sister's behalf. "Margaret
has a perfect right to be religious if she likes! I'm no saint, and
this is the first time I have heard of her sainthood, but I like her
pluck in standing up for her religion!" Quite a babel of voices
followed, and Edith quickly rose to take the ladies away to the
drawing-room. But Margaret escaped to her own room, shaken
and palpitating, but full of thankfulness that she had been given the
courage to speak.

Mr. Lucas's anger did not abate. Next morning he questioned
Margaret fiercely about her conduct, and finding from her about
Parson Evans' share in the change, rode away in a rage to his
Vicarage. Here he stormed and raved, accusing Mr. Evans of all
sorts of villany. He refused to listen to the Vicar's mild explanations,
came back to the Hall, and collected the old books Margaret had
been feasting upon, including the old book of sermons that first set
her thinking. One by one he thrust them into the kitchen fire!
He wanted to burn her Bible too, so great was his anger; but somec

how he was afraid to do that.
All this was dreadfully hard for Margaret, who had always been

her father's pet; but it was this persecution that forced Margaret to
hide herself under the shadow of the Lord's wings. She was
strengthened to resist all the evil, and to do it gently and patiently.
It was a great help to have Arthur for her champion; he was
always ready to stand up for her, and to shield her from her
father's cruel words. "But you'll never be Lady Merton now,
Margaret, you silly little thing! " said her brother one day. And
Margaret assented thankfully.

It is a pity that the story breaks off here, and I do not know
what became of Margaret eventually. But it is safe to say that the
Lord Jesus, Who promised to His disciples wonderful compensations
upon earth for any sacrifices that they might make, did not forsake
the girl who faced such opposition for His sake. It is all long ago
now, and Margaret has long since found fulness of joy in her Lord's
presence. DAMARIS.

SCRIPTURE ENIGMA No. 52

The whole: The Lord Jesus and His -disciples were invited to one.
1. Who" went into the hill-country with haste" ?
2. Who was " light of foot as a wild roe" ?
3. Who said "Give me children or else I die" ?
4. Who answered Peter's knock at the door of the gate?
5. Who ordered a lump of figs for a plaster?
6. Whom did Paul call "our fellow-soldier" ?
7. Whose height was six cubits and a span?
8. ~hom did Paul call "child of the devil" ?
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SOLUTION OF No. 51

The whole: "Feed My lambs" (John 21 : 15).
1. Ferry boat (II Sam. 19: 18).
2. Ethiopia (Acts 8: 27).
3. Ethiopia (Esther 1 : 1).
4. Dove (John 1 : 32).
5. Memorial (Josh. 4: 7).
6. Young (Matt. 2: 11).
7. Love (I Tim. 6: 10).
8. Astonished (Luke 5: 9).
9. Mark (Gen. 4: 15).

10. Bakemeats (Gen. 40: 17)
11. Shipmaster (Jonah 1 : 6)

SERMONS & NOTES OF SERMONS

"SEEK THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE ABOVE"

A SERMON BY THE LATE PASTOR J. K. POPHAM (BRIGHTON)

" If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above,
where Christ sitteth at the right hand of God."-Col. 3 : 1

IF the Lord will help me, I shall first speak of the mysterious and
most blessed ()If the doctrine 01 the union that subsists between
Christ, the Head, and the members of His mystical body. It is
implicit in the text.

DEAD WITH CHRIST

The union is deeper than may appear at the first sight of this
word, goes further back than the resurrection of Christ. I t goes
back not to the decree of God only-that is eternal; especially in
this word it goes back to the death and burial of Christ. For it was
necessary, in order to the church rising with Him, that she should
die with Him; and she did die with Him when He was actively
offering Himself on the cross without spot to God. Even as the high
priest never offered the sin offering, nor went into the holy of
holies as a private person, but represented the whole nation; so
Christ, our Priest, was not alone on the cross, nor when He entered
heaven, but had with Him all His children, whom He represented.
For them He offered Himself a Sacrifice, putting away their sin,
pleasing Jehovah, honouring the law, opening a new and living
Way to God, whereby His people should approach God. In the sixth
of Romans the Spirit by Paul treats of this, and exhorts the Lord's
people to reckon themselves to be dead indeed unto sin py the death
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of Christ. And they were baptised" in the likeness of His death,"
they were as He in that death, they were with Him. Their sins were
taken from them, and laid on Him, to atone for them, to die for
them. So, as Kent expresses it, they were one on the cross, one in
the tomb, and one when He rose.

Blessed be God, if we do really receive the testimony of the
Scripture to this truth, that Christ was not alone on the cross, but
had with Him His people in a mysterious and mystical, blessed,
efficacious union. I say it was an efficacious union; it effected
their salvation. When He died, there was nothing for them to do;
1)0 death remaining for them to endure, no curse remaining for
them to suffer, no demands remaining for them to obey, no law
remaining on them to walk by, or live under God's frown. But He
effectually and perfectly and for ever atoned for them, and so
brought in a people before His Father without sin.

The apostle says in the Romans, " In that He died, He died unto
sin once"; and this great truth was declared by the prophet Isaiah,
who says that the Lord God made to meet on Christ the iniquity
of all His people; and then it was the Father bruised Him and
wounded Him, chastised Him and laid stripes on Him. Christ did
all this for His people; so that when He died, they died. We are
reckoned as having fulfilled the whole law, as leaving nothing behind
of duty, or debt, or curse or death, or banishment from the face of
God in the future. If we receive this truth into our hearts, it will
give us true liberty, we shall be freed from the curse and death,
and all things to which sinful men under the law are liable.

RISEN WITH CHRIST

" If ye then be risen with Christ." His resurrection then, was a
represent<l.tive as well as a personal resurrection.

He must rise from the dead by the power of His Father, by His
own power, and by the power of the eternal Spirit. As the Trinity
was concerned in the baptism of Christ when He entered on His
ministry, so the Trinity was concerned in His resurrection when He
had done all. As the Father said of Him when He was coming
up out of the water, "This is My beloved Son," and as the Spirit
descended upon him in the shape of a Dove-a beautiful type, for
Jesus became the Prince of peace: so in His resurrection the Father
brought Him from the grave, He came by His own power, and the
Spirit raised Him. According to the Scritpure, all the Three Persons
were concerned in His resurrection; and when He rose', He brought
with Him all His people..

"One in the tomb, one when He rose,
One when He triumph'd o'er His foes."

What a great blessing it will be for us to be led experimentally
into this truth! The resurrection of Christ is like the keystone to
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the arch; it is everything, as the Spirit sets forth: "If Christ be not
raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins." "Yea, and we
are found false witnesses of God; because we have testified of God
that He raised up Christ: whom He raised not up, if so be that the
dead rise not . . . and we are of all men most miserable" (1 Cor.
15: 15-19).

When Christ and His mystical body rose from the dead, then
there appeared in the presence of the eternal Father a perfect
church-a perfect body with a perfect Head, the many members all
viewed as in Him. They were to come, one by one to the end of time,
but they were in Christ when He rose, and were viewed as one
in that blessed Redeemer, the now risen, glorious Lord Jesus Christ.

This is that profound, mysterious, and glorious doctrine which
every saint is let into more or less distinctly by the eternal Spirit;
and it is set before us in the Scriptures as being- the salvation of the
election of grace. The OIneness with Christ of the church is a funda
mental article of faith, dear friends. Jesus was an effectual and a
complete Saviour when on the cross. Jesus is a complete Head,
made perfect through sufferings, having now nothing to do, but to
expect, till all His enemies be made His footstool, and till all His
dear, blood-bought ones, the whole election of grace, shall be with
Him, and go out no more for ever.

A LIVING EXPERIENCE

And this great doctrine becomes a living experience in all who
are born again. "The Spirit of life in Christ Jesus" enters into
every elect child of God; and when He so enters, there is the new
birth. The new birth is the communication of eternal, spiritual life
to the soul by the Spirit of Christ. "Which were born, not of
blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of
God." This is a very mysterious, a very blessed truth; that the
eternal Spirit does come to each individual person brought by the
blood of Christ, and quicken him into eternal life.

And then begins to be fulfilled in him that scripture, "I am
come that they may have life, and that they might have it more
abundantly" (John 10: 10). He came'-Came to the cross, came to
the grave, came forth from the grave; then sends His good Spirit,
who quickens each soul into life eternal. "I am the good Shepherd,
and know My sheep." The good Shepherd laid down His life for the
sheep; and when He rose and ascended, He began to live tha t
wondrous, glorified life unto God in heaven of which we read:
" But this Man, after He had offered one Sacrifice for sins for ever,
sat down on the right hand of God; from henceforth expecting- till
His enemies be made His footstool." Also, "He ever liveth to
make intercession for them."
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It is this spiritual life of Christ in His people that raises true
religion to a plane infinitely above the world. Christ said, "My
kingdom is not of this world." Also Isaiah, "The mountain of the
house of the Lord shall be established in the top of the mountains,
and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow unto
it." It is a word that expresses the truth that vital religion is high
above the whole of nature. Nature's highest building and fabric
can be nothing but a poor, low thing as compared with this blessed
religion, this divine, spiritual kingdom which the Lord gives to His
children. And also that word comes in: "Wherefore we received
a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace whereby we
may serve God acceptably, with reverence and godly fear."

It is a great thing to be born again, to have the Holy Ghost in
the heart as "the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus; to have "the law
of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus" making us free" from the law
of sin and death." The word "law" used in those two places
appears to be used to express dominion. So when " the law of the
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus" enters a sinner, he no longer is under
the law of sin. He has it in him, but he is not under its dominion.

All this is owing to the communication of that life which Jesus
Christ has, and of which He is the fulness. The abundance of it
is in Him. And when people are thus raised from the dead, are
thus risen with Christ, they have, as we see, a new life. It is called,
taking away the heart of stone and giving a heart of flesh; it is
called spirit: "That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that
which is born of the Spirit is spirit" (Job 3 : 6).

And this new life manifests itself. As it moves by the power of
its divine Giver and Author in the soul, it manifests itself. We
manifest our natural life by our appetites, we manifest our minds
by our pursuits, our "hearts are viewed by our conduct. And so
one may say that the spiritual life which every saint lives, manifests
itself; manifests itself in its appetite, in its pursuit; and in doing
this, the people of God are enabled to obey the Holy Spirit in this
text.

The flesh will be always flesh; that is, the corruption in us.
For flesh is not to be taken for the body in such scriptures, but for
the old man, "which is corrupt occording to the deceitful lusts."
" That which is born of the flesh is flesh," and will never be better;
it will be the plague, the burden, the grief, the wounding of the soul
from time to time. I speak what some of you know and what I
know myself; we can enter into Paul's lament and confession and
trouble. He says, "The good that I would I do not, but the evil
which I would not, that I do. 0 wretched man that I am! Who
shall deliver me from the body of"this death? "
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But now when born again, and to the end of this mortal life, the
new life that is in us will manifest itself; and in doing so, it walks
out this exhortation, "If ye then be risen with Christ "-if the
doctrine of union has become your life, if you do possess the Spirit
of Christ, who comes, now that Christ is in heaven, to His people,
then follow this-" seek those things which are above, where Christ
sitteth, at the right hand of God."

My brethren, we are fools and wicked to be engag-ed as we are
so much with trifles, taken up with vanities. The Word of God
has not a superfluous word, a superfluous sentence in it. It does
not speak this word for nothing, " Seek those things." For the Lord
knows the disposition that we have to seek the things after which
the Gentiles seek, the hankering- of the old man after the world.
He knows the power of unbelief and the deceitfulness of sin that
are in us; and we are made to know it. So we need to have, as
Peter speaks, our pure minds stirred up by way of remembrance;
and this is one of those stirring-up texts, a remembrancing- text. Seek
the things that are to last, the things that make you most blessed,
really happy; the thing-s which are above, and are reached by faith
only, seek. Let us look a little as helped at the "thing-s which are
above."

THE THINGS WHICH ARE ABOVE

1. First of all, there is a precious and' blessed' atonement above.
The intercessory work of Christ was commenced on the cross, when
there as a Priest He offered Himself to God, That is what the
priest under the old dispensation typified. He had the sacrifices
brought to him, he stood between the people and God, and offered
those things to God; and therein was intercession. The Antitype
of that intercession was Christ on the cross, offering Himself without
spot to God. The Propitiation for our sins He was; the opening
of a new and living Way to the Father was His g-reat work on the
cross, the putting away of sin by the sacrifice of Himself was His
great offering, perfecting for ever them that are sanctified.

He entered heaven with His own blood. "Whither our Fore
runner is for us entered, even Jesus." He entered heaven with His
infinite merit, as I have often spoken, entered there with the merit
of His death, with all the infinite fervour of His love, with all the
greatness, the infinitude of His compassion; with all this He
entered heaven, and He stands at the rig-ht hand of the Majesty in
heaven, interceding for His own; or, as the Spirit expresses it, " He
ever liveth to make intercession for them" that come unto God
by Him. So, dear friends, there is, in heaven above, that blessed
atolnement. Jesus took it with Him, took His merit there. He is
exalted" to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance to
Israel, and forgiveness of sins." And the sweet touches of love, the
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gracious intimations of mercy, the beams of life and grace that
emanate from God, and reach our souls, come from the Lord of
life, come through His great work.

Yes, He is there, and what have we to seek but" the p,eace of God
which passeth all understanding." And to encourage poor seekers
to seek this thing, this first thing, the Spirit by Paul again says,
" Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by
the blood of Jesus, by a new and living Way, which He hath con
secrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, His flesh, and having
an High Priest over the house of God, let us draw near." That is,
let us "seek those things which are above."

The only solid peace you can ever have is through the blood of
the everlasting covenant, by the sweet persuasion of the Spirit of God
in your conscience that that blood was shed for you, that that
atonement was made for you, that that intercessory work is carried
on in heaven for you. Then, as the Spirit of Christ brings in this
wondrous atonement, this wondrous gospel, the sinner finds peace
in his soul. Seek that, my friends, it is good to have peace.

Christ is the Prince of peace; the heavenly Dove came down
upon Him at His baptism to signify that there would be peace,
peace to sinners: "Peace, peace to him that is far off, and to him
that is near." The Prince of peace reigns, He has this blessing in
His hand, this great thing, to give to troubled sinners, " the peace of
God, which passeth all understanding." The peace of God, which
when felt tells you that no temporal power can curse; no affliction
that can befall a saint, has a curse in it; but all, all things come to
His redeemed through Him who has made the peace, who has signed
and ratified it, and who ratifies it in the conscience by the witness
of His Spirit. .

This calms the troubled breast, this soothes a sinner in affliction,
this enables him to say of his trouble, "The will of the Lord be
done." This brings him to submit to God's holy will with a quietness
of mind, a willingness in his heart, that would be impossible without
the peace of God. It puts a new light, a different hue upon every
thing that may trouble the person who has it. It is a great thing for
us to seek, to seek" peace with God through out Lord Jesus Christ."
This true peace is a great matter.

2. Seek a sense of the love of God, seek to have it in your souls.
Is not this that "pure river of water of life, clear as crystal? "? Is
not this that pleasure which is at the right hand of God for ever
more? For what can be compared with a sense of being loved of
God?

Solomon, notwithstanding his dreadful sins, was beloved of his
God. It is a great and a beautiful testimony, and may the Lord help
some of us who are out-of-the-way sinners, who are ashamed of our
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poor, ragged profession, of our barren lives, ashamed that we have
lived as we have lived; may He make it comfortable to us that it is
written of Solomon that he was beloved of his God. Many things
will contradict that in your feelings, many appearances will con
tradict it, many suggestions of Satan will contradict it, and your own
evil pursuits in spirit will contradict it. But if the eternal Spirit is
pleased to give power to seek the sense of the love of God, and
then give you that in answer to your Spirit-inspired prayers, you will
find it very efficacious, you will find it very powerful in you; a
thrice-comfortable feeling it will be to you, 0, more comfortable
than you can express.

What harm can reach one beloved of his God? How can there
be a curse in that cup which a loving Father gives His child to
drink? How can there be a sword in the hand of a loving Father?
There is a rod, but 0, it is not a sword. Satan may say it is a sword,
your fears may say it is, your reason may say it looks more like a
sword than anything else. And the effect of it is very bitter,
because rebellion is stirred up in your heart; but the truth remains,
that there is neither wrath in the cup nor a sword in His hand for
His dear children. They are beloved of their God.

3. Seek clearer manifestations of the Lord ]esus Christ. His
promise is an abiding promise. "La, I am with you alway, even
unto the end of the world." Had I time and grace and ability to
express some thoughts that I have had about this presence, it might
be for edification.

Alway means to the end, with us; and as our journey to the end
lies in a path of tribulation, as there is a fire, as there is water, as
there is a river, as there is a devil to tempt, this promise must go
into all those places. Or, as those places are used to express different
troubles and experiences, the presence of Christ is promised for them
all. He will not suspend His presence; He may suspend your ex
perience of it, but He will never take His presence away. "When
thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; when thou
walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned "-nothing shall
hurt you. "Who is he that shall harm you, if ye be followers of that
which is good?"

What a good thing it is to be enabled to seek the presence of
Christ in a manifestation of Himself. "If a man love Me, he will
keep My word, and My Father will love him, and We will come
unto him, and make Our abode with him." Now that word has
respect to manifestations. One said, "How is it that Thou wilt
manifest Thyself unto us, and not unto the world?" 0, Christ
comes and shows Himself to His disciples who have love in their
hearts. Love prepares a welcome for Him, love opens the heart for
Him, love in you will make you unhappy without Him. Seek His
presence. One says,
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" In Thy presence I am happy, in Thy presence I'm secure,
In Thy presence all afflictions I can easily endure."

It is so, as some of us know. The presence of Christ is the
presence of God's only-begotten Son Incarnate. It is the presence
of the fairest of all heaven, the presence of heaven's best, the Father's
best and greatest and uttermost gift, the presence of Him who was in
the Father's bosom from eternity, of Him who has graciously re
deemed His children; who is fairer than the children of men, into
whose lips grace is poured. It is a presence that makes heaven, that
gives strength, vigour, boldness to the child of God who is indulged
with it. Seek this thing.

4. One may add to these, seek communion with God. Com
munion with Him means nearness to Him; and I find it difficult to
speak of this, because of the little I know about it. But there is
such a mercy as communion with God, the communication of some
good gift from Him to you, and the communication of your heart
to Him; the opening of His love to you, and as He says, "My
son, give Me thine heart," so your heart goes out to Him; the Lord
letting out some blessing into your soul, telling you that He will
be with you, that He will sanctify to you your deepest distress, that
He will guide you with his eye, that He will be all-sufficient to
you; as He said to Abraham, " I am God all-sufficient; walk before
Me, and be thou perfect"; as Paul says to the Philippians, " My God
shall supply all your need, according to His riches in glory by Christ
Jesus." These things are the communications which the Lord
makes to sinners, a touch here, a beam there, an influence, a draw
ing at another time coming to your very soul out of the full river of
pleasure which is at God's right hand for evermore.

Then the effect of that communication is that you can walk in a
path of obedience. When He says, " My son, give Me thine heart";
when, as here, He says, "Seek those things which are above," you
say, "Thy face, Lord, will I seek; I want to see it; Thy power I
seek, I desire to feel it; Thy goodness I seek, I desire to be led to
repentance by it; Thy presence I seek, that I may be preserved from
the hurt of the fire, and from the evil effect of trouble." He
receives all that. I think we do not half know the pleasure the
infinite God has in the prayers, the sighs, the groans, and the
desires of His dear children, as they speak them before Him without
words, when they present their hearts to Him; and the pleasure He
has in the merit of Christ, and in the prayers of the saints which
are mingled in the golden censer with the much incense that is
there. If we realised it more, our desires would be to seek the
Lord more, to be more fervent and constant in seeking His blessed
face. "Seek those things," seek communion.

5: Seek to have the holy Scriptures in their life and their power,
their authority, and their sanctifying effect in your hearts. God
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has written the Scriptures for His saints. It is said in the 102nd
Psalm, "This shall be written for the generation to come, and
the people which shall be created shall praise the Lord." The things
in that Psalm, and the whole of the Scriptures, are "written for our
learning, that we through patience and comfort of the Scriptures
might have hope." It is a great thing to have the Scriptures in our
hands, and in our memories; but the best thing is to have them,
in some portions of them, in our hearts; to feel the authority of one
passage;-a commandment coming to you to kill you, the gospel
coming to you to make you live; a promise coming to you, assuring
you of divine guidance and of heaven at last; a manifestation of
the Lord Jesus in some scripture. To have such things is to h<rve
some of the best gifts that God has to bestow on His poor people.
"Seek those things" from the holy Scriptures.

6. Lastly, seek to join the song that is ever being sung in heaven.
Here we sigh and groan; here sometimes we sing, we praise a good
God for His greatness in mercy, His greatness in love, His greatness
in the gospel. But the apostle Paul tells us that the saints on earth
" are come to Mount Zion, to the city of the living God, the New
Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels, and to the
spirits of just men made perfect"; are come to them, made one
with the saints above, who are one with their Head, and one in
their holy praises.

And every saint, when blessed in his soul with liberty in the truth
by Jesus Christ, has the substance in him of that reverence felt by
the seraphim, that we read of in Isaiah: "In the year that King
Uzziah died, I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and
lifted up, and His train filled the temple. Above it stood the
seraphims: each one had six wings; with twain he covered his face,
and with twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly."
Each was reverential, each worshipped, each felt his creatureship;
and have not you that spirit when the Lord blesses you, to cover
yourself? to feel as Ruth felt when she said, " Who am I? Where
fore have I found favour in thy sight? "-" 0 how could the Lord
bless me? How could, He look on such as I am?" and you cover
yourself. A healthy, an acceptable shame covers you; I say, healthy;
it is not the shame that attends you when in bondage under the
law, no; but it is a shame begotten of the presence and love and
goodness of God.

There is. also a willingness, and there is worship in your willing
ness, worship in your submission to God's holy will. Then you can
unite with the spirits of just men made perfect, who are around
the throne, in singing, "Worthy is the Lamb"; and unite with the
holy angels who take up the chorus, "Worthy is the Lamb that
was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength,
and honour, and glory, andd blessing ... for ever and ever."
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These are the « thiwgs which are above, where Christ sitteth
at the right hand of God." The joy of the wicked is like the
crackling of thorns under a pot; but this joy, though interrupted
often, as to our sense of it, is for ever and ever. The song of the
drunkard is an abomination; but the song of a broken heart is a
sweet song. The theme of a worlding is the world; the theme of a
saint is "Christ, and Him crucified." The song of the world is
nothing but an abomination to God, but the sound of a song
arising out of a broken heart, with Christ there the Hope of glory,
how acceptable is that! "Unto Him that loved us, and washed
us from our sins in His own blood, and hath made us kings and
priests unto God and His Father, unto Him be glory and dominion
for ever and ever, Amen."

1 wish we may live to sing oftener in our spirits. Where there
have been groanings which could not be uttered, may there be
songs also that exceed our voices, that exceed all our ability to
speak them, songs of praise rising to the throne of God and of the
Lamb. Seek those things "where Christ sitteth at the right hand
of God." And if we seek Him, then we seek all those things, for
they are all His; they belong to Him, and He has them to bestow
on His poor" seeking people.

A SERMON OUTLINE
Sunday after Ascension Day.-Heb. 7: 25, "Wherefore He is

able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by
Him, seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them." The
Ascension of the Lord Jesus, Christ is one of the most glorious
truths for the Church of God. Having ascended on high, He ever
liveth to make intercession for all His ransomed Church. From the
text, consider:

(I) The efficacy and perpetuity of Christ's priesthood. (1) The
Jewish high priest was typical of the Lord Jesus. He entered the
Holiest of all once a year with the blood of the sacrifices, which
He offered both· for Himself and the errors of the people. (2) The
Jewish sacrifices could never take away sin. Christ alone has for
ever removed the sins of His people (Heb. 10: 14). (3) Under the
Jewish priesthood was continual change; but Christ hath an un
changeable priesthood.

(II) The great truths and oonsolations. (1) It is understood that
all God's elect must come to God through Christ alone (John 14 : 6).
(2) It is declared that Jesus is able to save to the uttermost, that is,
completely and for ever.

Application: The work of God alone. Has the Lord, the Spirit,
brought you to Jesus? The subject is full of consolation and encour
agement to the weary and heavy-laden.

-Rev. CHARLES ROLFE, B.A., 1879.
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SPIRITUAL BIOGRAPHY

A GREAT DIVINE OF NEW ENGLAND

JONATHAN EDWARDs, 1703-58

As this year marks the bi-centenary of the death of that eminent
minister of the Gospel, Jonathan Edwards, it seems appropriate
to mention some matters relating to his call by grace, his spiritual
gifts, and his conflicts. It has been stated that during the eighteenth
century Puritanism retained, among the colonists of America, a
position relatively far greater than in the mother country. Puritan
doctrine and practice were predominant in New England through
out the eighteenth century. And a most powerful representative of
New England's witness for such truths, was unquestionably
JONATHAN EnwARDs.

I.-YOUTHFUL PIETY

Jonathan Edwards was born on the 5th October, 1703, at Wind
sor, in Connecticut. His father, Mr. Timothy Edwards, the minister
of that town, was a valued pastor, and maintained a high character
throughout a ministry of about 60 years. The mother of Jonathan
was daughter of Mr. Solomon Stoddard, the minister of Northamp
ton, Mass., and was a woman of ardent piety. From these parents
there was issue of ten daughters and o'ne son.

Jonathan, th~ son, when quite a child, evinced great interest in
heavenly exercises. He has recorded that he not only acquired in
childhood the elements of Scripture knowledge, but that at the same
~ime he experienced very deep religious impressions. When about
eight years old, at the time of a remarkable spiritual reviving in
his father's congregation, he was much affected and concerned
about his own eternal state. Even at that time he laid great stress
upon religious duties, prayed in secret five times daily, held spiritual
converse with other young people similarly impressed, and was
~ccustomed to retire with his companions for prayer, in a booth
which they had reared for the purpose in a secluded swamp. He
poured out his soul to God in the solitude of the woods. But when
he ceased to maintain his devotional habits, he was far from con
tented with his state. A serious illness revived his impressions, and
he endured many conflicts of mind and many alterations of reli
gious experience.

His experience at this crisis of his life was of a most extraordinary
-character. According to his own account, the doctrine of God's
-sovereignty was at first extremely repugnant to his young mind;
.a very remarkable fact when it is recalled how much he wrote in
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later life in defence of this doctrine. But the time came when he
was led to take a great delight in contemplating the Divine justice
and sovereignty in the treatment of men. He first found such
satisfaction when reading the glorious doxology in Paul's first epistle
to Timothy: "Now unto the King, eternal, immortal, invisible, the
only wise God, be honour and glory for ever and ever, Amen."

Edwards' mind was naturally of a contemplative and meditative
bent, and from his early days the themes upon which he most
delighted to ponder were the character and attributes of God, the
plan of redemption, the work of the Spirit, the joys and glories
of the heavenly state. Hence religion took in his case a tone and
colour quite peculiar to itself. Serenity and majesty were distinctive
of his Christian life. He took great pleasure in the book of Canticles,
which to him suggested the loveliness and beauty of Christ. Inci
dentally, one cannot help but comment upon the priceless expositions
produced in the Puritan period upon this book of Scripture, re
flective of the profound spiritual discernment of those days. Alas,
how different today! He fancied himself" alone in the mountains,
or some solitary wilderness, Ear from mankind, sweetly conversing
with Christ, and wrapt and swallowed up in God." "The sense,"
says he, "I had of divine things would often of a sudden kindle
up, as it were, a sweet burning in my heart, an ardour of soul, that
I know not how to express."

II.-BEGINNINGS OF HIS PUBLIC MINISTRY (NORTHAMPTON)
At the early age of twenty-one Jonathan Edwards was teaching

classes in Yale College (New Haven, Connecticut), and two years
afterwards, in the autumn of 1726, he was invited to become col
league of his grandfather, in the ministry of NORTHAMPTON) Mass.,
and the invitation was accepted. His introduction to the ministry
was singularly felicitous, for his aged grandfather was a man of
considerable experience and extensive influence. The venerable
Mr. Stoddard lived little more than two years after the settlement
of his grandson, who from that time discharged the whole duty of
the charge at Northampton.

Mr. Edwards seems first to have made a mark, as an astute
divine, by a discourse at Boston in 1731, the subject of which was
"God glorified in man's dependence." He lacked some features
of what are often deemed the requisites of the pulpit. His voice was
feeble, and his attitude was motionless. Yet there was a solemnity
and earnestness in his tone and delivery which overcame natural
defects. His hearers felt that he was a messenger from God to their
souls. Hence the amazing impression produced by His preaching
an impression evidently due to the presence and operation of the
Spirit of God. It is recorded by one who heard Edwards deliver
the sermon on the Day of .Tudgment, included in "The History of
Redemption," that " so vivid and solemn was the impression made
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on his mind, that he fully supposed that as soon as Mr. Edwards
should close his discourse, the judges would descend and the final
separation take place." On another occasion, when he was preaching
to a very thoughtless and vain congregation, altogether disinclined
to pay attention, a complete and marvellous change came over the
hearers, and before the sermon was ended, the assembly seemed
deeply impressed and bowed down with an awful conviction of their
sin and danger. There was such a breathing of distress and weeping
that the preacher was obliged to speak to the people and desire
silence, that he might be heard.

The tidings of these remarkable events reached this country, and
Drs. Watts and Guyse requested Mr. Edwards to publish an account
of what had taken place. This he did, and there appeared his
"Narrative of Surprising Conversions," which excited much in
terest. The "Narrative" was prefixed by five discourses; one, a
treatise on Justification by Faith alone; the second on Pressing into
the Kingdom of God; the third on Ruth's Resolution; the fourth
on the Justice of God in the Damnation of Sinners; and the fifth
on the Excellency of Jesus Christ.

A second great revival took place at Northampton in 1740 and
the following year. George Whitefield was at this time visiting
America, and came to see Mr. Edwards and to learn the nature of
the work among his people. Although these two earnest ministers
did not see eye to eye on every point, there was between the two
servants of God a perfect agreement as to the doctrine of the
Gospel, and a common sympathy with the work of evangelisation.

A difference arose between Mr. Edwards and his congregation in
1749, as he desired to 'enforce greater rigidity regarding admission
of those desirous of becoming communicants. On the 1st July, 1750,
Mr. Edwards preached his farewell sermon, in which he reminded
his hearers that Jor the privileges they had enjoyed they must give
an account before the judgment of God. A few months afterwards,
Mr. Edwards received an invitation to remove to Stockbridge, a
town in the western province of Massachusetts Bay, and sixty miles
from Northampton. The invitation was accepted. His new sphere
of work was two-fold; he became pastor of a congregation and at
the same time superintendent of a Mission to the Indians, of whom
many were settled at Stockbridge.

III.-HIS " FREEDOM OF THE WILL" AND OTHER WORKS

The great work accomplished by Mr. Edwards during his resi
dence at Stockbridge was of a literary kind. Some of Edwards'
earlier works have been thought to evince something of a legal spirit.
It was at Stockbridge that his masterly work on " Freedom o{ the
Will" was composed in four months and a half, and published in
1754. The worthy Toplady makes reference to this work of
Edwards' :
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"Whose enquiry into the Freedom of the Will is a book
which God has made the instrument of more deep and ex
tensive usefulness (especially among Deists and persons of
science), than almost any other modern publication I know of.
If such of my readers as have not yet met with it, wish to
see the Arminian sophistry totally unravelled and defeated, let
them add that excellent performance to their literary treasures.
A more nervous chain of reasoning it would be extremely diffi
cult to find in the English language. Consequently, it is not
one of those treatises that can be run through in a hurry.
It must be read deliberately, and weighed with attention;
else you will lose half the strength of the connection...."

By general consent it is one of the most masterly treatises ever
written upon one of the most profoundly difficult themes ever
grappled with. Those who admire and adopt Edwards' doctrines
rank him with his great predecessors, Augustine of Hippo, and
Calvin; and those who dissent from him regard Edwards as one
of the most formidable of their antagonists.

His treatise on Original Sin was completed in 1757, and is re
garded as an able explication of the Calvinistic doctrine on the
subject. William Cunningham comments in his "Historical
Theology": "To adopt the language of Jonathan Edwards, in his
great work on Original Sin, 'that all mankind constantly in all
ages, without fail in anyone instance, run into moral evil,' and
, that consequently all mankind are under the influence of a pre
vailing effectual tendency in their nature to sin and sickness.'''

Sir Henry Wellwood Moncrieff expressed his opinion of one of
Edwards' productions in the following language: "Edwards treatise
on the Religious Affections, though he had never written anything
beside, would have placed him in the first order of enlightened
and practical divines. It requires an intimate knowledge of the
human heart, as well as of practical religion, to enable a reader
to appreciate its value."

Another great theological work Edwards undertook, but left be
hind unfinished, was the "History of Redemption," a colossal
scheme. One idea runs throughout the whole of Edwards writings,
and that is, man's indebtedness to the infinite grace and mercy of
God. Hence his powerful and impressive representations of the guilt
and heinousness of human sin; hence his exhibition of the Divine
origin of all the motives which lead to repentance; hence his glowing
and grateful account of the Redemption which is by Jesus Christ;
hence his saintly conception of the Divine glory as the end of all
existence.

Thomas Chalmers, it is well known, not only expressed the highest
admiration of Edwards' genius and piety, but acknowledged his own



216 The Gospel Maga?;,ine

indebtedness for many of the principles of his ministerial teaching
to the American divine. Here is his warm and glowing testimony:

" He' affords perhaps the most wonderful example, in
modern times, of one who stood richly gifted both in natural
and in spiritual discernment; and we know not what most to
admire in him, whether the deep philosophy that issued from
his pen, or the humble and childlike piety that issued from
his pulpit."

IV.-PRESIDENCY OF PRINCETON COLLEGE (1757) AND HIS

EARLY DEATH (1758)

In 1757 the corporation of Princeton College elected Mr. Edwards
to the presidency, then vacant. After due deliberation he determined
to enter upon the duties of the new position to which he conceived
Providence was calling him. Upon his arrival at Princeton, in
January 1758, he received tidings of the death of his venerable
father, in the eighty-ninth year of his age. He immediately began
to preach in the College hall. His first sermon was upon the
Unchangeableness of Christ, and produced so deep an impression
upon the audience that, although it occupied two hours in the
delivery, the congregation was surprised that it so soon came to a
close.

Bright as the prospects before him appeared to be, it pleased God
to dispose otherwise. Just when it seemed that a work was opening
up for him for which he was peculiarly qualified, it pleased God
to call him away from the earthly to the heavenly service. The
smallpox was at this time raging in the neighbourhood, and it was
deemed expedient that Mr. Edwards should be inoculated as a
preservative from that frightful scourge. This was done on the
13th of February, and, as it semed, successfully, but a severe fever
ensued, which issued fatally on the 22nd March, 1758.

He was aware of his approaching dissolution, and displayed a
truly Christian patience and resignation under suffering and in
prospect of departure. His wife was not with him, the family
being still at Stockbridge, but his daughter was by his bedside, and
through her he sent a most affectionate and consolatory message to
his wife and children, bidding them submit to the Will of God,
and encouraging them to look forward to reunion in heaven. Some
persons standing by when he was about -to breathe his last, spoke
with concern and lamentation regarding the loss which the college
and religion generally would suffer by his death. The dying man
heard their' conversation, and to their surprise exclaimed, "Trust
in God, and you need not fear!" These were his last words. With
no sign of pain or of distress, he quietly fell asleep in Jesus. Before
the year closed, first his widowed daughter, and then his widow,
wel;"e also removed from this vale of tears. F.C.



PAUL comes with all the treasure of the Christ
. Unto the city full of this world's gifts;
Temples are here which Phidias had designed,
Statues which Praxiteles had carved out.
Yet all this glory was but relics left
Of faded splendour. Rome's subduing might
Had wrecked the pride of Greece. The after-glow
Of sunset now alone remained. To Paul
The city reeked with peurile heathen gods,
Confusing men and hiding all the light
Wherewith we may perceive the only God.

'1I
[f

Rodden

\.

The Gospel Maga~ine

Poetry

WITH EACH MORNING

With each morning comes the mercy
Of the gift of new-born day.

Wake, my soul, to render homage
To the One Who guides thy way;

Now the sky is bright with daylight,
Fervent prayer to Jesus say.

Darkness never from Him hideth,
As the day the night doth shine;

If thou take the wings of morning,
He will still thy path entwine,

For He compasseth with blessing
Those who have His secret sign.

He is with thee every moment,
Knowing well thy inmost thought;

With thy ways He is acquainted
And thy welfare He has sought,

For upon the cross of sorrow
He a great salvation wrought.

Henceforth thou shalt live for Jesus
And the wiles of Satan scorn,

For thou hast, by His good Spirit,
Now been made a child twice-born;

Now His grace will make thee worthy
His great temple to adorn.

Rectory, Frome.

PAUL AT ATHENS
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Tune: Oriel.

T. PrITAWAY.
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Paul went unto the market-place to urge
All whom he met to turn from vanities
And see in Christ the living truth of God.
The council of the Areopagus
Was called to his near and startling words.
Before him, all the pedants of the schools,
Accustomed to discuss the loftiest themes,
Were met. Philosophers were there to taste
The flow of words, or criticise the style,
The choice of images, the harmony
Of balanced sentences. The Stoics gazed
In wonder, that they might discern what mode
Of thought or theory reveals his opulence of mind
And ready sympathy. To those who heard,
His words provided matter that was new,-
A shift in their kaleidoscope of thought;
With Paul the urgency impressed his soul.
They bore allegiance to an Unknown God
Who lay behind the world. He drew the veil
And shewed God unto them. The temples there
They thought were worthy the divine abode.
He told them that the mighty dome of heaven
Alone befitted God's high majesty,
And even this could not contain the sum
Of His essential self. They thought their gifts
Would win a reconcilement with their gods,
But Paul insisted that He needed nought
From men, and that their blessedness would be
In contrite spirits and in empty hands
Of longing for His gifts. To them it seemed
God was not quite distinct from this gross world.
Paul said He is a Person to be sought,
And not alone the very atmosphere
In which they lived and moved and had their life.
They thought it not unfit that they should make
The likeness of the Godhead into gnld
And silver, graven by the art of man;
But Paul asserts that God has Spirit Form
And must as such be worshipped and adored.
Some held the soul immortal, but denied
The spirit once again would be enwrapped
Within a body's form; yet Paul affirmed
That spirit mates with body once again
In everlasting dress; that One arose
From Joseph's tomb arrayed in fleshly garb;
And that a day would come when God would judge
The world by One Who died a mortal Man
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And rose supreme, bursting- our chain of clay.
Then some began to mock, for they had found
Life held its glory in the present day,
And could not see a future for their flesh.
So Paul departed. Dionysius,
A member of their council, Damaris
And some few others clave unto his words.

Rodden Rectory, Frome. T. PrITAWAY.

PILGRIM PAPERS

A SURVEY

IF we look for ourselves in Bible histories, we should find our
features somewhere, in detail maybe, not always recognisable. The
Book of God omits nothing.

Genesis is full of them. I am always sorry (when it is being- read
through, publicly or not) when it is finished and Exodus begins.
But the wilderness must be entered upon, and at the right time
Moses appearerl

Moses wept when his little ark was opened; but Miriam was
sent of God, to go for him to his own mother. A different song
he sang in one hundred and twenty years: the weeping babe led the
thousands of Israel in triumphant words of song.

And if anyone ever" strengthened" the militant hands of Israel
in God, it was surely Rahab.

Zelophehad's five daughters went to law about the handing on
of their father's inheritance to them, there being no male successor.
Moses allowed the case, and no doubt the heads of the tribe were
aware of it. Was it the Rev. George David Doudney who preached
a few sermons on it, or other, spiritualising the literal history?

Kings and prophets, saints known and unknown, filled the Old
Testament. Their names are above and in many cases in Hebrews
n. Preachers, saints, and prophets, and kings, have a place in
chapter and verse before the last chapter of Malachi, and how
dear to God. They were not afraid to say with the closing- song
of Habakkuk: "Although the fig tree shall not blossom ... yet I
will rejoice in the Lord....."

Jesus came-the Sent One of the Father-He "sent Him to
bless you." Mary sat at His feet, and anointed Him and loved
Him. Though my love is not like Mary's,

Though with Thomas I decline,
Thy compassion never varies,

Didst Thou not on Peter shine?
Blessed forgiveness, be its tears and solace mme.

• FOLLOWER-ON.
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A LETTER OF W. ROMAINE

GROWING IN GRACE

I RECEIVED my dear friend's letter, and think she overlooks our ever
adorable Jesus, in setting any value upon a poor dirty worm. If
His grace raise it from a dunghill, and set it upon a throne with
His princes, who shall have the glory-the worm or Jesus? Shall
any of His due praise be given to it? God forbid!

There ought to be a holy jealousy in you and me that we rob
not our God of His glory. If we do rob Him of ever so little, He
will wither our comforts and graces; but if we give Him all the
glory, which we cannot do unless He be all, and we be nothing,
then everything will go well with us. We get exalted as we are
humbled. The lowest is the highest; which makes me fear to look
at any good in myself, unless the kind hand which gave it me be
seen at the same time; and afraid to hear of anything good in myself,
unless I am sure my Master has all the praise.

The plan upon which I act herein is this (long experience and
many humblings have brought me to it) : I have grieved to see how
much of my time ran to waste, partly for want of knowing what
to do, and partly through perplexity about what was done, lest it
was not done aright; and therefore I was led to endeavour to bring
the business of every day into .a little. compass, that at one view
I might satisfy myself whether I had answered the end of living
another day.

There is no doubt left about my belonging to Christ; so that this
matter is not to be brought into court again. It has been tried and
determined, and is now a settled point. What have I then to do?
What is the work of every day? Why, it is to be living still in a
constant dependence upon the Lord Christ, and to be growing
every day in the knowledge and experience of that dependence.

The dependence is thus expressed, "The just shall live by his
faith": being justified, or made just, he shall not live by any
works, by any stock of grace, by being faithful to any talents
received; but he shall live upon the Lord Jesus Christ by faith,
receiving from Him continually grace for grace.

The believer's growth in this his dependence is thus spoken of:
"Grow in grace, and in the knowledge and love of GOld our
Saviour." Grace is the free love of God to poor sinners, in the
whole plan of salvation; from first to last all is of grace: and in
the knowledge and experience of this there is a growth.

The believer learns more clearly that all is of grace, and that he
has no hand in saving himself, but an empty receiving hand. Grace
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comes to pull him down, and to set Christ up. When the heart is
established with grace, the creature is stripped quite bare, without
a rag to put on, or money to buy any, or wisdom to know where
to get it. Grace pulls down all high things, levels all distinctions,
and leaves the poor creature nothing at all to trust in, or to boast
of, but to live upon Christ's alms: so that the sense of our lost,
guilty, helpless state, is the only thin~ which can make us willing to
receive a whole Christ; and the abiding sense of this will keep us
willing to live upon a whole Christ.

And while a believer lives thus, how can he grow in grace, if he
be not discovering every day more of the depth of iniquity which is
in him? Grace cannot be magnified, unless nature be humbled.
Jesus Christ cannot become more precious, unless self becomes
more vile. As the believer sinks in his own eyes, Christ rises in
his esteem. And this, in my opinion, is growing in grace. Growing
in the sense of our weakness, magnifies Christ's strength-our sinful
ness His righteousness-our folly His wisdom-our misery His happi
ness-our outward sorrowful state, His inward peace and joy. Thus
the growth in the knowledge of Christ is closely connected with the
knowledge of self.

And that makes me afraid of anything which tends to weaken
this view of things; because it would weaken my dependence upon
Christ. I should not see nor feel my want of Him so much, which
would stop the working of faith, and thereby eclipse the glory of
Jesus. You see my jealousy. And; indeed, I have great reason for it.
After all my experience, which you have read in the " Life of
Faith," I have a revolting heart. Still I would turn from and live
without Christ, if I could. Pride puts me upon it. 0 it is the very
devil, that pride! It attacks not the heel, but the heart of Christ,
and wants to rob Him of His crown. And I have so smarted for
it, that the most distant approach is terrible to me. Think what
you 'will of ·me, but never mention me, without mentioning the
grace of my dearest Lord, who has made me all that I ever shall be,
but sin and misery.

My sweet Jesus hath contrived so much work for me in those
parts, and He is so evidently and powerfully with us, that I cannot
leave my neighbours, who crowd to hear far more than ever, and
they are to me as my own soul. We are, beyond all description,
happy in our loving, lovely Lord. Such meetings I never ,knew
and twice a day-and many churches open. 0, that I could but
stay!' I am so knit in heart to my neighbours, and the most of
them come and sit quietly to hear, that I know not how to leave
them. But it must be. Adieu, my friend; remember yours in our
precious Emmanuel, WILLIAM ROMAINE.

Letter 10. August 7th, 1764.
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TO ONE WHO KNOWS NOT WHEN NOR HOW THE
WORK OF GRACE WAS BEGUN IN HIM

By THE REV. D. A. DOUDNEY

SATAN plays the hypocrite, and preaches quite another doctrine to
the weak and tempest-tossed, true-born heir of glory, to what he
does to the nominal professor. To the latter, he says, "That we
hold the most gloomy and discouraging views"; to the former, he
remarks, " Now this is truth, and if you really were a child of God,
you would know it to be so by your soul's experience; but all that
you know about the matter is the result of education, which springs
from a mere general acquaintance with the sacred cause you have
dared to espouse. You are awfully deceived; your religion did not
begin right; bring me an evidence of the time and the manner
of its commencement. You cannot; you have merely, as it were,
sprang into a profession; you have never gone deep enough; the work
has been too shallow to be real; the fountains of the great deep
have never been broken up in your experience, nor has the law
ever been sent home to your conscience to kill you, as the apostle
says, to all hope of salvation by it. And you will merely go on
for a time in the profession you are making, till your secret sins
get the mastery over you, or some worldly pursuit leads captive your
silly mind, then you will give it all up. And mark what Scripture
says, 'The last state of that man shall be worse than the first.'
I t had been far better for you if you had never made any profession
at all; then you would have had a little pleasure in the world, at
all events; and now you have neither."

These, reader, are all the devil's lies, and these his fallacious
arguments. Instead of answering him in the language of thy blessed
Lord, with a " Get thee behind me, Satan," thy soul is so astounded,
and his arguments appear so just, that it seems, were it not for a
secret something, which thou canst not express, keeping thee back,
thou wouldst surely take his advice, and give it all up.

Thou never wilt, poor soul; nor will the Lord give up thee.
Why, there is one blessed evidence of the reality of the work, if
thou hadst no other, and that is this, th,o,u art concerned about it.
If thine were a mere fleshly religion-the religion of, alas! too
many-which so puzzles thee, and which Satan sometimes uses as
another argument against thee, saying that thou art different from
everybody else-from those who are performing such mighty acts,
apparently, for the cause of God and truth-we say, if thy rel'igion
were of this cast, the devil would not dispute with, nor w0rry and
annoy thee; he would let thee go on peacefully enough, till death
and judgment opened thine eyes to the awful deception of which
he had made thee the victim.
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It is true thou rnayest never have been led so deeply into the
mystery of iniquity as others have been who were destined for
more active service; but canst thou not say, thou hast seen enough
of thine own heart to make thee acknowledge the truth of that
holy word, which says, « It is deceitful above all things, and desper
ately wicked?» And art thou not convinced, that if thou wert
given up to its influence, and left to follow out in practice the
filthy and abominable desires which at times it presents unto thee,
thou canst not tell to what extent of evil thou wouldst not run?
And when thou feelest these things, canst thou say that there is
not a secret mourning over them? Does not thy bosom heave a
sigh, thine eye glance upward, and the petition burst from thy
heart, if not from thy lips, "Lord, help me! Lord, keep me!
Lord, preserve me! for Thou alone art able?" This, this is as
much the work of God as' if thou couldst talk more freely; and
perhaps causes thee to walk with more timidity and caution than
many who appear to stand so very high in the doctrines of grace.

But, perhaps, thou canst not tell the time when, nor the manner
how, the Lord first began His work in thy soul. Satan knows this:
and is aware likewise how frequent a source of grief it is unto
thee, and how it distresses thy poor bewildered mind, and casts down
thy sorrowing soul; this is why he so often throws it in thy face.
But thou are not alone here. Thousan.ds have travelled the same
road. We tell thee, for thy comfort, that, though thy parents might
convey knowledge to thy understanding, they could not commun
icate feeling to thy heart. When Satan nexts attacks thee, may
God the Holy Ghost enable thee to meet him on his own
ground, and so fill thy mouth with arguments, and strengthen and
fortify thy soul, that thou mayest vaunt off his arrows with the
shield of faith, and weaken his future attacks upon the same footing.

When Satan again reminds thee that thou wast born of religious
parents, and that thine is a sort of hereditary religion, and descends
from father to son, from mother to daughter, as a mere matter of
course, without any substantial reality or special operation; tell
him, it is true that thou art the offspring of godly parents, and
that the name of thy gracious God and Father is worthy of all
praise for it; and, if they are gone home to glory, bless God that
their course is run, their warfare at an end, and they beyond the
reach of a tempting devil, death, hell, and sin. But, as an evidence
that thy religion is not hereditary or communicative, point him to thy
poor brother or sister, who, it may be, is still in nature's darkness,
in the broad road to destruction; and yet, perhaps, was the favourite,
the darling of the family. Or, if thou art a parent, refer him to
thy son or daughter, probably both, for whose salvation thou art
daily pouring out thy soul, apparently in vain, as the bent of their
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inclination seems to be after the follies and pleasures of this vain
world.

But, above all, canst thou not remember a time when the concerns
of thy soul were no trouble to thee; when the society of godly
people was irksome to thee; when family prayer, or thy own repe
tition of a form of prayer, was a task; when the services of God's
house were only so far gratifying to thee as they were attended
with novelty, and thou couldst see and be seen? If a change had
not taken place in thee and thy views, why should thou look back
with so much pleasure and gratitude upon the advice of thy parents,
and the example they set thee? Why shouldst thou seek the company
of those thou once avoided, and venerate the memory of those thou
once despised? How is it that in prayer the people of God axpress
thy very exercises? And why dost thou so often resort to thy
closet, or to some secluded spot, there to pour out thy complaints,
when none but God can behold thee? How is it that sin is hateful
to thee-that thou feelest no pleasure in what thou once didst so
much enjoy-and that the recollection of past pursuits causes thee
so much grief? Why is it? It is because there is lzife in thy sOJul; and
by-and-by the Lord will reveal Himself unto thee, in all His rich
ness, fulness, and suitability.

As thy case becomes more desperate in thy own eyes-as thou
art made more sick of thyself, and led to discover thy own entire
helplessness, poverty, and wretchedness-thou wilt fall before the
throne, with the cry of poor Peter, " Lord, save me'." And in His
own good time, the Lord the Redeemer will reveal Himself unto
thee as thine. He will show Himself .as thy Law-fulfiller, Advocate,
and Friend; thou shalt" look upon Him whom thou hast pierced,
and weep, and mourn"; and, with sweet brokenness of spirit, yet
with holy rapture and amazement, exclaim with Thomas, «My
Lord, and my God!" D. A. DOUDNEY.
Bedminster, Bristol, 1862.

I remember meeting with an old Christian, in the West of Ireland,
who had once been a Roman Catholic. She had been brought to
the knowledge of the Lord· Jesus through the instrumentality of an
Irish-speaking Scripture Reader; and she told me that the thing
that gave her most comfort from day to day was the fact that Jesus
was now her Priest. "I used to go to the priest," she said, "to
confess my sins, but my heart was none the lighter nor my life better
for all my confessions and penances; but now I g-o to the Lord
Jesus, and I tell Him my sins, and my troubles, and my wants,
and He sends me down pardon, and bl~sses me from day to day,
glory to His name!" Thus the written Word testifies to the In
carnate Word, and brings us to Him not only at the cross, but at the
throne of grace.~Rev. W. D.AuSTIN, 1888.
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MISS ELIZABETH HOUGHTON (Bristol)

On Sunday, March 30th, Miss Elizabeth Houghton, sister of the
late Rev. Thomas Houghton (Editor of The Gospel Magazine, 1916
1951), passed forward into the immediate presence of her Saviour.

The funeral service was on Thursday, April 3rd, at the Church
of St. John the Baptist with St. Mary-le-Port, Bristol, and was con
ducted by the Right Reverend Frank Houghton and the Rev. A. T.
Houghton (nephews), assisted by the Rector (the Rev. W. Dodgson
Sykes). The hymns sung were" Ten thousand times ten thousand"
and" How sweet the name of Jesus sounds."

In an address from Luke 16: 25, "But now he is comforted,"
Bishop Houghton stated that this was the first thought that come
to his mind on hearing the news of the passing of his aunt. After
all the suffering, so patiently borne, of the last few weeks, it could be
said" Now she is comforted," being now" at home with the Lord."
His aunt had loved to worship in the church of St. John's, and had
never missed if it was at all possible for her to be present. Quiet in
spirit, she yet felt very deeply the disloyalty of the abounding
ritualism and Romanism. She had no patience with the idea of
Purgatory when the Lord had said "Today thou shall be with me
in Paradise." When asked how she was, she often replied "Still
living"; now, with the Lord, she still lived-" the Lord with Who
do live the spirits of them that depart hence in the Lord." "Where
fore, comfort one another with these words."

The deceased lady, who was 88 years of age, manifested a quiet,
convinced love of the Saviour. When too weak to speak much, she
followed prayer with her with the heartfelt words, "Yes; Yes; Yes,
Lord," showing where her heart and treasure was.

We sympathise with all those who mourn her loss.

MRS. J. H. SIMPSON

From Clitheroe, Lancashire, we learn that Mrs. J. H. Simpson,
mother of Mrs. J. W. Carr, passed into the immediate presence of
the Saviour on February 23rd at the age of eighty-three.

She had been for fifty years a great reader of The GOlfpel
Magazine, and enjoyed it right up to the time of her death. The
burial was at Holden Independent Chapel.

We sympathise with those who mourn the earthly loss, and pray
that they may be Divinely enabled to look forward with "the living
hope, by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to' an
inheritance incorruptible and undefiled, and that fadeth not away,
reserved in heaven for you who are kept by the power of God
through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time"
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THOMAS SCOTT AND THE DOCTRINES OF GRACE

HIS STUDY OF THE SCRIPTURES

I WOULD observe the great influence which the study of the Scrip
tures had in producing this change.

We are all too apt, without careful examination, to take things for
granted, especially in respect of religion. We often collect our
scheme of divinity from other authors, or from our own reasonings
and imaginations; and only seek for a few detached texts which
appear to countenance our preconceived opinions; neglecting, OI

very slightly considering, such parts of the word of God as seem
incapable of being made use of to our purpose.

We are likewise too prone, in availing ourselves of the labours of
critics and expositors, to resign up ourselves implicitly to their
guidance, and to imagine that we have proof enough of our
doctrines, if we can produce the sanction of some great name that
has espoused and maintained them, without carefully examining
whether they be right or wrong: but this to pay that deference to
the human interpretation, which is only due to the divine book
commented on.

We ministers, especially, though at ordination we solemnly pro
mise to turn all our studies, as much as they may be, into this
channel, are very apt to suffer our time and thoughts to be engrossed
with such studies and employments as are foreign to our profession,
and interfere with it, and which leave at most but a secondary
attention for the study of the Word of God. And who can deny,
that many do not bestow so much pains in meditating upon the
Bible, and in comparing spiritual things with spiritual, or one part
of Scripture with another, and every part with what they experience
in their own hearts, and what they see and hear in the world around
them, as they do about matters of far less consequence? So that
probably, should they at any time sit down to diligent examination
of the whole work of God, they would find it a very different book
than they expected. Thus at least it has been with me, and possibly
it may be so with many others.

DILIGENT SEEKING

The word of God informs us that true wisdom, the saving, prac
tical, and experimental knowledge of Divine things, is not to be
acquired without earnest and diligent seeking:

" My son, if thou wilt receive my words, and hide my com
mandments with thee; so that thou incline thine ear unto
wisdom, and apply thine heart to understanding; yea, if thou
criest after knowledge, and liftest up thy voice for under
standing; if thou seekest her as silver, and searchest for her as
for hid treasures; then thou shalt understand the fear of the
Lord, and find the knowledge of God" (Prav. 2 : 1-5).
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If then our wisdom has been acquired without any of that eager
ness and painful diligence with which the covetous man desires and
seeks for his riches, it is a shrewd conjecture, that it is not of the
genuine sort. Once I had in my own esteem a sort of wisdom,
which seemed to offer itself to me spontaneously, and to be found
with little seeking. But now I am persuaded it was a mere counter
feit, a fair-seeming pernicious foolishness.

That which I now esteem to be true wisdom, if I could but attain
to it, is not to be acquired in so easy a manner. vVhen I first
began to desire and seek this wisdom, I set out with the assurance
that it was to be found in the holy Scriptures, and nowhere else;
they alone being able to make us wise unto salvation. I therefore
considered myself engaged to make them my study: and as the
whole was" given by inspiration from God," and was all declared
to be profitable, according to the various ends which the Holy
Spirit designed in it,. I made the whole my study.

Thus I learned to look upon the Bible as my book of instructions,
given me along with the ministerial office by my Lord and Master;
that from thence I might deduce all my doctrines, instructions and
admonitions, warnings, examples, encouragements, rules of duty,
and motives to duty: and I also believed it to be the believer's
charter of privileges, containing exceedingly gre""t and precious
promises, and the whole of that which God saw fit to reveal
concerning those unspeakable and inconceivable good things which
He hath of His infinite mercy prepared for them that love Him.
In order therefore faithfully to declare my message from the Lord
Almighty to the souls of men, I found it indispensably needful to
be well acquainted with every part, and to take the Word of God
myself, as well as propose it to others, as "the lantern of my feet,
and the light of my paths"; not only attending to the letter, but
also to the true meaning, the mind of the Spirit of God in it. This
I found to be a work that required much time, great diligence,
mature consideration, and an unbiassed, unprejudiced mind.

FOUR YEARS' STUDY

With this view of the matter partly obtained, and continually
more and more unfolding itself, I studied the word of God; and
have now for nearly four years thus employed a very considerable
part of my time, neither rejecting, nor yet greatly depending on,
the assistance of interpreters. I sincerely desired to know the truth,
and for that end I read the Scriptures, "not as the word of man,
but as the word of God." And though there have been seasons of
remissness, when other employments and studies too much inter
fered with this main business; and though at first I was very far
from an unbiassed mind, being blindly and obstinately prejudiced
against those doctrines which I now believe to be the true gospel of



Jesus Christ; yet in that space, I have read the Bible many times
over in every part with the strictest attention of which I have been
capable.

There are very few passages which relate to doctrine that I have
not repeatedly and diligently examined, comparing one with another
with all the care and consideration I could; and I seldom ever ceased
meditating on any portion of Scripture until I had attained to some
satisfying conclusion concerning its true meaning, and its agreement
with other scriptures. I may truly say, I have filled reams of paper
with religious discussions, with sermons, expositions, and letters;
in all of which I ransacked the Bible to bring as much scriptural
evidence for my direction as possible.

For these last two years I have scarcely opened a book except
upon religious subjects, and from morning till night, nearly every
day, all this while, my thoughts incessantly have been employed in
meditation upon the great truths of the gospel. Every difficulty and
objection (and difficulties and objections, both from my own medi
tations and in the course of my reading, continually crowded upon
my mind) sent me to the Word of God, and increased my care and
attention in examining and weighing exery text of Scripture, re
specting the point in question, before I exchanged myoId opinion
for a new one.

Thus, I may truly say, I have sought in the Word of God (that
field in which alone this precious treasure lies hid) "for wisdom,"
for the saving knowledge of Divine things, "as for silver, and
searched for her as for hid treasure." And though I am sensible
that my knowledge is still comparatively superficial, the knowledge
of a child, of a novice in the school of Christ; yet, I trust that, as
far as relates to the leading truths of the gospel, according to the
promise, I am brought "to understand the fear of the Lord, and
have found the knowledge of God."

ADDRESS TO THE READER

Permit me now, beloved reader, to put thee in remembrance,
that until thou hast, with some good measure of this diligence,
studied the whole word of God, thou runnest very great hazards in
passing judgment upon men and doctrines. Be cautious what thou
doest; :et these men quite alone, until thou hast imitated the
conduct of the noble Bereans, and thoroughly, and with unbiassed
mind, examined and meditated upon the whole word of God, to see
whether the things they believe and teach be so or not; lest other
wise it should come to pass (as probably it will), that, in opposing
and condemning them, thou shouldst be found to fight against God.

Oh! that the Lord would hear and grant my request, and by
His Holy Spirit powerfully incline the hearts of all who read these
sheets, according to their leisure, station in life, obligations and

228 The Gospel Magazine
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opportunities, thus attentively to read their Bibles; not as the word
of man, but as the word of God himself, speaking from heaven unto
them, and concerning the everlasting interests· of their precious and
immortal souls! Be the adviser what he will, despised and deserving
to be despised, the advice is undoubtedly good: advice he will have
no occasion to repent having thus given, at the solemn hour of
death, and the awful day of judgment; advice which, at those
approaching seasons, none will repent having followed, though it
should divert them from more amusing, and at this day more
reputable studies; or engross that time which they have been accus
tomed to devote to more pleasurable and fashionable employments;
but which, neglected, will be an additional sting in every conscience
through all the countless ages of eternity.

ADDRESS TO MINISTERS

And, oh! that they to whom the chief Shepherd hath committed
the care of precious souls, and at whose hands He will assuredly
require everyone that perishes through their default, would take
in good part this expression of the very affectionate desire of my
soul, both in behalf of them of their flocks, in dropping these hints
concerning their peculiar obligations to devote much of their time
to the attentive unbiassed study of the Word of God, that infinitely
best, but often least studied of all books!

What avails it, that the ministers of the everlasting gospel should
be learned, classical scholars, profound philosophers, metaphysicians,
and mathematicians, expert logicians, or adorned with the know
ledge of the politeI' sciences, if they are unacquainted, or but super
ficially acquainted with the sacred Scriptures? These other branches
of literature may amuse and entertain them, may procure them
preferment, reputation, respect and favour; but the knowledge of
the Bible alone can enable them, in such a manner to "take heed
to themselves, and to their doctrine," as shall issue in the everlasting
salvation of their own souls, and the souls committed to their care.

Far be it from me to presume to lay down my opinions as the
standard of doctrine, or a rule for the faith and preaching of my
brethren in the sacred ministry; but the more obscure I am, the
less objection can there reasonbly be against my minting to them,
that if anyone should find this subject manifest itself to his con
science, and make him sensible, that verily he hath been faulty in
attending to other employments and studying other books more
than the Word of God; then, possibly, he may be mistaken in his
sentiments concerning the doctrines of the gospel, and, being mis
taken himself, may be misleading others, to the endangering of their
immortal souls: for he cannot be certain but that, should he employ
some years in this single study (which its importance well deserves),
he may find the Bible a very different book than he expected.

-THOMAS SCOTT, The Force 'of Truth, 1779.
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THE SUFFICIENCY OF THE BIBLE

By THE LATE PASTOR J. W. TOBITT (HASTINGS)

(i). It is sufficient as the instrument of Regeneration. "Of His
own will begat He us with the Word of truth, that we should be a
kind of firstfruits of His creatures," says James. "Being born again,
not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the Word of God,
which liveth and abideth for ever," says Peter. So also in the
parable of the sower: "The seed is the Word of God."

Archbishop Leighton says: "Though this Word cannot beget
without God, yet it is by this Word that He begets, and ordinarily
not without it. It is true that the substantial eternal Word is to
us the spring of this new birth and life, the head from whom the
spirits of this supernatural life flow; but that by the Word here is
meant the Gospel, the Apostle puts out of doubt in saying: 'And
this is the Word which by the Gospel is preached unto you.' There
fore thus is this Word really the seed of this new birth, because
it contains and declares that other Word, the Son of God, as our
life. The 'Word is spoken in common, and so is the same to all
hearers; but then all hearts being naturally shut against it, God
doth by His own hand open some to receive it, and mixes it with
faith, and those it renews, and restoreth in them the image of God,
draws the traces of it anew, and makes them manifestly the sons of
God."

(ii). The Bible is sufficient as the vehicle of comfo,rt. David said:
"This is my comfort in my affliction: for Thy Word hath quick
ened me." He prayed: "Let, I pray Thee, Thy merciful kindness
be for my comfort, according to Thy Word unto Thy servant."
" Mine eyes fail for Thy Word, saying, When wilt Thou comfort
me?"

Spiritual comforts are conveyed through the channel of words
which the Holy Ghost teacheth. Mark, the Bible not merely was
inspired, but is so still. The Holy Ghost not merely inspired men
as they wrote, but He is still connected with the Scripture. It was
originally Spirit-breathed, but the Spirit is still breathing on it.
When the soul thirsting after God reads the words, " Ho, everyone
that thirsteth, come ye to the waters; buy wine and milk without
money and without price"; when the burdened heart and oppressed
conscience reads the words, "Come unto Me, all ye that labour
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest," the words are
breathed again by the Spirit. It seems as if the ink were not yet
dry, and as if the warm breath of eternal love, from which these
promises flowed, were even now quickening and consoling the
troubled soul. The Spirit makes the Scripture a living Word. The
Spirit breathes here as in no other bok. He makes the writing
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Spirit and life, and man lives by it, because it is a Word proceed
ing even now out of the mouth of God.

He who has experienced this can have no doubt about the origin
of Scripture; for in his measure he receives it from God Himself,
as David, Isaiah, Paul, John received it. It is to him the divine
Word. He knows not merely that it is written, but that it is the
living Word and Voice of the Lord. In obeying its precepts, he
knows he acts in obedience to his heavenly Father; in resting on
the promises and assurances which he reads in Scripture, he is con
vinced he is trusting in the Lord his God and Redeemer; and when
in the hour of his departure, his soul clings to the consolations of
strong hope, set before us in the Word, it is the voice of the Saviour
Himself who says to him: "Be of good cheer; it is I." "What
soever things were written aforetime were written for our learning,
that we through patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have
hope."

(iii). The Bible is sufficient for the perfect equipment of the
believer. This great truth is summed up in the notable words of
the Holy Spirit through Paul: " All Scripture is given by inspiration
of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction,
for instruction in righteousness: that the man of God may be
perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works." God by His
Word instructs us in that which is true; reproves us for that which
is amiss; directs us in that which is good. God by His Word fortifies
us for suffering; panoplies us for conflict; furnishes us for service;
supplies us for testimony. In detail:-

(a) The Bible enshrined in the affections gives perfect peace.
"Great peace have they which love Thy law; and nothing shall
cause them to stumble." Amid the storms and tempest of this life
there is a perfect calm in the breasts of those who treasure up the
Word of God in their hearts. Our circumstances may be trying,
our pathway may be perplexing, our difficulties may be great, but
when God gives quietness by His Word, who then can make trouble?
With minds stayed on the faithfulness of God as pledged in His
Word, we are kept in perfect peace.

(b) The Bible conduces to effectual prayer. Christ said: "If ye
abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ye shall ask what you will,
and it shall be done unto you." By the indwelling of the Word
of Christ we are brought into the line of God's will, and, withal,
are furnished with pleas and arguments wherewith to pour out
our hearts before our Father's throne.

(c) The Bible is the secret of power. "I have written unto you,
young men, because ye are strong, and the Word of God abideth
in you, and ye have overcome the wicked one." Whence comes
power to endure hardness-power to overcome the world, the flesh,
the devil? From God through His Word. Power for teaching, for
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admonishing, for worshipping is derived from the Word of God.
Hearken! "Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly in all
wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in Psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to
the Lord."

(d) The Bible imparts powers o{ discriminaton. In proportion
as our hearts and minds are reverently, and meekly, and prayerfully,
and believingly exercised in God's Word, we shall acquire a spiritual
perception in the truth-our senses will be exercised to discern both
good and evil, constraining us to choose the good and reject the evil.
In this way we become of quick understanding in the fear of
Jehovah.

(e) The Bible promotes Gospel holiness. Peter says: "Whereby
are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by
these ye might be partakers of the Divine nature, having escaped
the corruption that is in the world through lust." Paul: "Having
therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves
from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the
fear of God." David: "Wherewithal shall .a young man cleanse
his way? by taking heed thereto according to Thy Word."

In conclusion, we would emphasise the immense advantage of
meditation. God said to Joshua: "This book of the law shall not
depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and
night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is
written therein; for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and
then thou shalt have good success." He is a blessed man whose
delight is in the law of the Lord, and who meditates day and night
in God's Word. One exclaimed: "0 how love I Thy law! it is my
meditation all the day." Meditation has been spoken of as the
brooding of mind, heart, and conscience over the Word of God.
Meditation assists the memory to lock up the jewels of Divine truth
in her sure treasury. Meditation has a digesting power and turns
special truth into spiritual nourishment. Meditation chews the cud,
and gets the sweetness and nutritive virtue of the Word into the
heart and life.

Remember, a Spirit-inspired book cannot be understood without
the Spirit. A man may understand Hebrew and Greek, and be
able to read the Scriptures in their original languages, but some
thing more is absolutely necessary, even the divine unction of the
infallibl~ Spirit, concerning whom our Lord said: "Howbeit when
He the Spirit of truth is come, He will guide you into all truth."
With every inspection of the inspired volume we need to lift up
our hearts to God in the words of David : " Open Thou mine eyes,
that I may behold wondrous things o'ut of Thy law."

-In The' Religz;on of the Bible, Sovereign Grace Union, 1935.
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Protestant N otes~

WAS PETER PRINCE OF THE APOSTLES?

233

WHEN the Apostles were disputing as to which of them should be
the greatest, our Lord (Mark 9 :34) did not settle the dispute by
saying that Peter was the Prince of the Apostles.

When the Apostles which were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria
had received the Word of God, they sent unto them Peter and John
(Acts 8: 14). Can anybody imagine a body of Roman Catholic
bishops or the College of Cardinals " sending" the Pope on a similar
errand, and how appropriate a role it would be for the "Servant
of the servants of God" if they did?

When the first Christian Council was held at Jerusalem, James
presided and not Peter (Acts 15), although Peter was present and
expressed an opinion (Acts 15: 8) but did not undertake to make
any infallible pronouncements. Why, as the matters concerned were
vital matters of faith?

Ag;ain, Peter warns against "lording it over God's heritage"
(1 Peter 5 : 3). He said:

" Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the over
sight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly, not for filthy lucre,
but of a ready mind " (1 Peter 5 : 2).

Can anybody imagine the powerful pontiffs of the Middle Ages,
e.g., Gregory VII and Innocent Ill, adopting such a role of
humility? Gregory the Great did, and in his famous dictum said:
«Whosoever claims the title of universal bisho'p is the foreruroner
of Anti-chrzst." How many of his own pompous successors did he
outlaw?

WAS PETER INFALLIBLE?

It will be noted that these headings regarding Peter and his claim
deal with separate topics which must be kept distinct.

i. Lest the promise made to St. Peter in Matthew 16: 18 should
be misinterpreted by the wishful thinking of later generations,
the Holy Spirit has included the incident of Peter's rebuke by
our Lord (see Matthew 16: 21-23).

* From" Tho,u art Peter" (by the Rev. T. R. Horan, M.A.). Price 1/-,
Irish Church Mission, 11 Buckingham Street, Strand, London, W.C.2.
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" But He turned and said unto Peter, Get thee behind me,
Satan, for thou art an offence unto me : for thou savourest not
the things that be of God, but those that be of men."

H. Paul obviously did not regard Peter as infallible, as the episode
in Galatians 2 : 9-16 proves:

" But when Peter was come to Antioch I withstood him to
the face, because he was to be blamed" (verse 11).

He says that by Peter's dissimulation and that of others, even
Barnabas was carried away (verse 13). He says that Peter and
the others walked not uprightly according to the truth of the
Gospel (verse 14). How appropriate an indictment that has
often been uttered since in the history of the so-called Succes
sors of St. Peter.

iii. As if the above incidents were not in themselves a sufficient
corrective against those who claim infallibility for Peter's so
called successors, the Holy Ghost in recording Peter's three
fold denial of his Lord (Mark 14: 66, etc.) has put the matter
beyond doubt or dispute. Mark probably got his information
direct from Peter himself. That is why this Gospel is so
explicit in its emphasis of Peter's denial.

" But he began to curse and to swear, saying, I know not
this man of whom ye speak" (Mark 14: 71).

In this latter respect Peter's successors, alas, have all too
frequently emulated him.

For the fact that until 1870 the Roman Catholic Church openly
denied the doctrine of Papal Infallibility, there is abundant proof.
For example, Keenan's Catechism, a standard work among Roman
ists, having the imprimatur of four Scottish Roman Catholic Bishops,
has the following ouestion and answer'on page 112 :

Q. Must not Catholics believe the Pope in himself to be Infallible?
A. This is a Protestant invention. It is no article of the Catholic

Faith. No decision of his can oblige under pain of heresy,
unless it be received and enforced by the teaching body, that
is by the bishops of the Church.

When Papal Infallibility was decreed by Pope Pius IX in 1870,
the above Question and Answer were quietly omitted without note,
comment or explanation.

DID PETER BELIEVE IN AURICULAR CONFESSION

AND ABSOLUTION?

St. Alphonsus de Liguori in his Selva or Duties and Dignities of
the Priesthood, a standard and authoritative work amongst Roman
ists, says:
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"God himself is obliged to abide by the judgment of his
priests, and either not to pardon, or to pardon, accordinl{ as they
refuse or give absolution" (page 27).

The same authority holds that if Our Lord were to occupy one
Confessional, and a priest of the Church another, that the penitents
who come to each and receive absolution "go away equally
absolved" (page 28).

These words from one who is a saint and a doctor of the Roman
Church gives some idea of the enormous as well as repugnant powers
which Rome vests in her priesthood. Did St. Peter hold equivalent
views on the absolving power of the priesthood? He was present
when Our Lord spoke the words of John 20: 23 :

"Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them;
and whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained."

If, therefore, any member of the Apostolic body had a right to
know what our Lord meant by these words, it was St. Peter.

How did he interpret them in his preaching? In his sermon on
the Day of Pentecost Peter g.ave some sound, Protestant, Reformed,
and Evangelical advice:

"Repent and be baptised everyone of you in the name of
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the
gift of the Holy Ghost" (Acts 2 : 38).

Again in Acts 5 : 31-32 Peter says:

"Him hath God exalted with his right hand to be a Prince
and a saviour, for to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness
of sins."

" And we are his witnesses of these things.... "
Did Peter's practice bear out his doctrine? In Acts, chapter 8, we
find St. Peter dealing with the soul of a man who was in " mortal"
sin, if anybody could be said to be in "mortal" sin. The incident
refers to Simon Magus in his effort to buy the power of the Holy
Ghost (Acts 8: 18). Peter was terrible in his denunciation-

" Thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter: for thy heart
is not right in the sight of God" (verse 21).

Surely peter must urge this wayward son of Adam to confess his
mortal sin, and who could more appropriately absolve him in a
moment than the first Vicar of Jesus Christ? Peter's omission is
eloquent. His last words to Simon are precisely those of any
Protestant and Evangelical minister today who finds himself in
similar circumstances:
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" Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray God, if
perhaps the thought of thine heart may be forgiven thee"
(Acts 8 : 22).

It is a staggering fact that, although Peter and John and Paul
dealt frequently with men and women in sin, both in their teaching
and in their practice, yet there is not a single recorded instance in
the New Testament of Auricular Confession.

"To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not accord
ing to this word, it is because there is no light in them" (Isaiah
chapter 8 : 20).

FOREIGN AID COMMITTEE

At a meeting of the Foreign Aid Committee at Emmanuel Church
Vestry, Hove, it was announced that Mr. A. T. Tasker, who founded
this work to try and help poor persecuted Protestants twelve years
ago, wished to retire from being Honorary Treasurer, and CAPTAIN
G. W. J. COLE, M.C., was appointed Honorary Treasurer.

A meeting of the Brighton Branch was arranged for Thursday,
June 19th, at 7 p.m., at Providence Independent Chapel, Church
Street, when the speakers would be Mr. A. T. Tasker, Captain
R. M. Stephens, and the Rev. C. Garter.

Gifts of clothing and shoes are always much appreciated and
should be sent to MISS R. PAYNE, 8 York Villas, Brighton, 1,
Sussex.

The work is on thoroughly Evangelical and Protestant lines and
is non-political. There are no fees, salaries, commissions or office
expenses, as all the work is done voluntarily.
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237

I

REPRINTS OF PURITAN WORKS

In the bookshops there are now available some reprints of Puritan
works at reasonable prices.

These include:
Select Works of Jonathan Edwards, Vol. I, 8/-.
Thomas Watson, Body of Divinity, 8/-.
Select Sermons of George Whitefield, 6/-.

These, with others, are issued by The Banner of Truth Trust,
58-59 Highgate West Hill, London, N.6.

The issue of the Select Works of ]onathan Edwards (178 pages)
is appropriate for the bi-centenary (1958) of his death. It contains
a Memoir, the Narrative of Surprising Conversions (1737), and three
Sermons.

GEORGE WHITEFIELD AND JONATHAN EDWARDS

The reference by our valued contributor" F.C." to George White
field's visit to Northampton, Massachusetts, in 1740, has led me to
look up that very interesting occasion.

Whiteficld was then only twenty-five years of age, while Jonathan
Edwards was thirty-seven.

A few years before Whitefield arrived, there had been a remark
able work of God. Jonathan Edwards had been minister there for
eleven years or more. When he began his ministry licentiousness
prevailed among the youth of the town. But six years later a change
took place, and Edwards wrote: "There was scarcely a single person
in the town of Northampton, either old or young, that was left
unconcerned about the things of the eternal world " (Narrative of
SurJJrisz'ng Conv,ersions in New England, 1937). It was a place of
some two hundred families.

WI-IITEFIELD'S ACCOUNT
White field arrived on Friday, October 17th, 1740, leaving on

the Monday evening following.

His journal record was:
"Friday, October 17th. When I came into his (Edwards')

pulpit, I found my heart drawn to talk of scarce anything
besides the consolations and privileges of saints, and the plenti
ful effusion of the Spirit upon believers. When I came to re
mind them of their former experiences, and how zealous and
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lively they were at that time, both minister and people wept
much."

" Saturday, October 18th. At Mr. Edwards' request I spoke
to his little children, who were much affected.

Preached at Hadfield, five miles from Northampton, but
found myself not much strengthened.

Preached in the afternoon to Mr. Edwards's congregation.
God vouchsafed to give me an affecting prospect of the upper
world, and, therefore, I was enabled to speak with some degree
of pathos. Few eyes were dry, and it seemed as if a time of
refreshing was come from the presence of the Lord."

" Sunday, October 19th. Preached this morning, and good
Mr. Edwards wept during the whole time of exercise. The
people were equally affected; and in the afternoon the power
increased yet more."

Whitefield went on to say that he left on the Monday evening,
and preached next day at Westfield and Springfield (where his horse
threw him over his head). At Suffield he insisted much upon the
doctrine of the new birth and also upon the necessity of a minister
being converted before he could preach Christ aright.

COMMENT OF MRS. EDWARDS

Mrs. Edwards wrote on October 24th of " the famous preacher of
England" :

"He is truly a remarkable man, and, during his visit,
verified all that we have heard of him. He makes less of the
doctrines than our American preachers generally do, and aims
more at affecting the heart. He is a born orator. You have
already heard of his deep-toned, yet clear and melodious
voice. It is perfect music. It is wonderful to see what a spell
he casts over an audience by proclaiming the simplest truths
of the Bible. I have seen upwards of a thousand people
hang on his words with breathless silence, broken only by an
occasional half-suppressed sob. He impresses the ignorant,
and not less the educated and refined.

It is reported that while the miners of. England listened
to him, the tears made white furrows down their smutty
cheeks. So here, our mechanics shut up their shops, and the
day-labourers throw down their tools, to go and hear him
preach, and few return unaffected.

A prejudiced person, I know, might say that this is all
theatrical artifice and display; but not so will anyone think
who has seen and known him. He is a very devout and
godly man, and his only aim seems to be to reach and
influence men the best way. He speaks from a heart aglow
with love, and pours out a torrent of eloquence which is
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almost irresistible. I wish him success in his apostolic
career. ..

JONATHAN EDWARDS' APPRECIATION

Jonathan Edwards himself wrote:
"Mr. Whitefield came to Northampton about the middle of

October, 1740, and preached four sermons in the meeting
house.

The congregation was extraordinarily melted by every
sermon, almost the whole assembly being in tears. His sermons
were suitable to the circumstances of the town, containing- just
reproofs of our backslidings, and, in a most moving and
affecting manner, making use of our great mercies as argu
ments with us to return to God, from Whom we had departed.

Immediately after this, the minds of the people in general
appeared more engaged in religion. The revival at first was
principally among professors, to whom Mr. Whitefield had
chiefly addressed himself himself; but, in a short time, there
was a deep concern among young persons. By the middle of
December, a very considerable work of God appeared, and
the revival continued to increase."

As a matter of fact this revival continued for two years.

ST. LUKE'S, BEDMINSTER
A recent visit to St. Luke's, Bedminster, Bristol (of which, along

with St. Silas, the Rev. Denys C. Sherwood is now Vicar), brought
to our minds the life and work of Dr. David A. Doudney, formerly
editor of The Gospel Magazine (1840-1893).

Dr. Doudney, who was ordained in 1846 (the year of famine) by
the Bishop of Cashel, spent eleven years in Ireland, during which
time through his Printing School at Bonmahon he re-issued the
valuable Commentary of Dr. John Gill.

Just one hundred years ago a breakdown in health compelled his
resignation. He left in ignorance of where his future lot might be
cast, bu t not doubting that the Lord had some sphere of labour
waiting for him. He wrote this to his parishioners on March 30th,
1858.

The appo·inted sphere eventually turned out to be that of St.
Luke's,Bedminster, Bristol, a parish of some six or seven thousand
people. He was invited to preach a sermon at Bristol, and he
preached on the text, " Unto you that believe He is precious." Soon
afterwards he was nominated by the five trustees (R. Drake, Esq.,
J. Drake, Esq., J. Cox, Esq., W. H. Cox, Esq., and Edward Thomas
Inskip, Esq.) to be Vicar of St. Luke's parish, Bedminster.

One of the trustees (J. Drake, Esq.) said afterwards that the efforts
of the trustees had been directed to securing an able and efficient
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man of God, one who would fearlessly and boldly proclaim the truth
as it was in Jesus, in all its simplicity, and Christ and Him crucified
to poor perishing sinners. Those doctrines, he said, they considered
of far greater value than the external forms of religion. They
believed that they had obtained such a man, and the crowded state
of the edifice, Sabbath after Sabbath, and the numbers who were
obliged to go away from the doors,he regarded as testifying to that
fact.

There was at the time no church. A temporary wooden church
was erected in Prince Street, where ,a congregation worshipped for
eighteen months. At a meeting before the opening of the new
Church of St. Luke's, Dr. Doudney related the instance of a Roman
Catholic, who died a few weeks before, whose heart the sound of
the Gospel had reached, and who one hour before his death testified
to the preciousness of Christ and besought those who heard him to
look to and lean on Him.

The chief cornerstone of the new Church of St. Luke's was laid
by Edward Thomas Inskip, Esq., 0:11 July 26th, 1859. The Church
itself was opened on January 23rd, 1861. It seated 1,200 people,
and on Sunday evenings was often filled to overflowing. Over the
western doorway was the text, "The poor have the Gospel preached
unto them."

It was a great pleasure to the present editor of The Gospel
Magazine to visit the church built almost a hundred years ago
through the God-blessed labours of a former editor.

w.n.s.

Smiles, in his "Life of George Moore," says that a certain
dinner-party a man of great learning remarked that it would not be
easy n/?w-a-days to find a man who believed in the inspiration of the
Bible. Immediately the loud voice of Moore was heard across the
table: "I do~ for one." And the sceptic was silenced. Let us do
likewise. Let us say: "I do, for one." Let us, if in the company
of the wise and learned, never be ashamed to own our entire belief
in this old Book. We shall not be in bad company. If there are
wise and learned men who affect to deny the authority of the Bible,
some of the wisest men and greatest philosophers have been, and
still are, on the side of the Word of God. Milton, Shakespeare,
and Sir Isaac Newton were not among the fools, and yet how they
reverenced the Scriptures. Locke, one of the greatest philosophers,
spent the last fourteen years of his life in the study of the Bible,
and when asked what was the shortest way to understand Christian
ity, he bade his questioner read the Bible, remarking, "Therein
arc contained words of eternal life. It has God for its Author,
salvation for its end, and truth, without admixture of error, for its
matter."-The Rev. TALBOT A. L. GREAVES, M.A.


