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OR, WORDS Ol~ SPIRITUAL CAUTION, COUNSEL, AND COMFORT
" Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort
them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are

comforted of God."-2 CORINTHIANS i. 4.

AN EVENING PRAYER

LIGHTEN OUR DARKNESS

"The Lord my Cod will enlighten my darkness."-Psalm 18: 28.

The prayer" Lighten our darkness, we beseech Thee, 0 Lord",
which occurs in Evening Prayer in the Church of England Prayer
Book, has at times occupied my thoughts, but more recently it has
drawn my soul's attention. especially in its opening words" Lighten
our darkness".

The prayer is: "Lighten our darkness, we beseech Thee, 0 Lord;
and by Thy great mercy defend us from all perils and dangers of
this night; for the love of Thy only Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ".

I felt that it must be a Scriptural prayer, for most of these prayers
were composed in the very language of Scripture; but I could not
recall from memory a passage which had the expression "Lighten
our darkness." On looking it up, I found that it was from David's
great Psalm, Psalm 18, which rc-appears in 2 Samuel 22 in the
account of David. In this outstanding Psalm, David praised God
for all his past deliverances. Spurgeon suggested that" it was sung
by David at different times when he reviewed his own remarkable
history and observed the gracious hand of God in it all," and so
the great preacher called it "THE GRATEFUL RETROSPECT." The
Psalm is onc great Hallelujah.

The particular expression "Lighten our darkness" appears in
verse 28 of the Psalm:
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" For Thou wilt light my candle:
The Lord my God will enlighten my darkness."

Psalm 18: 23.
In the passage in 2 Samuel 22, it reads:

"For Thou .art my lamp, 0 Lord:
And the Lord will lighten my darkness."

-2 Samuel 22 : 29.
Incidentally, it is noticeable that at this point in the Psalm David

turns from speaking of God to speaking to Him, and also that con·
fident in God's strength he takes a more active part-in God he
will discomfit a host of men and with the help of his God he will
leap over a wall.

1.
David seems to be thinking of his personal safety and prosperity,

and certainly God did deliver him from adversity to prosperity.
God lighted his candle ('or lamp), and lightened his darkness.

We can use such a prayer literally as a prayer for safety in all
dangers and perils of the night. It is entitled" For aid against all
perils". It was an early prayer which seems to have been composed
in very troublous times. There were invasions by heathen hordes,
with dangers and accompanying desolation. Hence it was a vcry
real prayer to the Christians of those early days.

We in our more favoured land may not have "perils and dangcrs"
to the same extent. But there are parts of the world where such con·
ditions obtain. But we ourselves still need to pray such a praycr.
Thieving and robbery are on the increase. Evil men abound.
There are dangers of various kinds-dangers of fires, accidents
(due to various causes) bringing sudden loss and injury and somc
times sudden death.

We need to commit ourselves to the care of Him Who never
slumbers, nor sleeps, Who is a light and defence to His people. We
can say with David in his evening Psalm: " I will both lay me d,own
in peace, and sleep: for Thou, Lord, only makest me dwell in
safety" (Psalm 4 : 8). The darkness and light are both alike to Him
(Psalm 138: 12), and with Canon J. Ellerton we can use as an
evening prayer the lines:

Grant us Thy peace, Lord, through the coming night;
Turn Thou for us its darkness into light;
From harm and danger keep Thy children free,
For dark and light are both alike to Thee.

Rev. f. Ellerton, 1866.
n.

But the expression U Lighten our darkness" may be viewed in
different ways. By nature we love darkness and not light. " This
is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men
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loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil"
(John 3 : 19). So Paul wrote of " having the understanding dark
ened, being alienated from the life of God through the ignorance
that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart"
(Ephesians 4: 18).

But he added "But ye have not so learned Christ, if so be that
ye have heard Him, and been taught by Him, as (the) truth is in
Jesus" (verses 20, 21). And again, "For ye were sometimes dark
ness, but now ye are light in the Lord; walk as children of light ....
and have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but
rather reprove them (Eph. 5: 8, 11). He spoke of "the eyes of
your undertanding being enlightened" (Eph. 1: 18. To the
Corinthians he wrote: "For God, who commanded the light to
shine out of the darkness, hath shined in our hearts to give the
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face (person) of
Jesus Christ" (2 Cor. 4 : 6).

Peter wrote of Christians of Asia Minor: "But ye are a chosen
generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar people, that
yee should show forth the praises of Him Who hath called you out
of darkness into His marvellous light" (2 Peter 1 : 9).

The apostle John wrote: "This then is the message which we
have heard of Him, and declare unto you, that God is light and in
Him is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with
Him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: but if we
walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship one with
another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth as from
all sin".

As we review these references to the regenerating work of the
Holy Spirit, we may well say « Lighten our darkness" !

Ill.
If we look at our nation to-day, what gross darkness we see! A

" spotlight on Britain" has been given by Inspector Morrish in his
book just published (April, 1959), entitled « To Whom ye Yield".*
From his life experience with Metropolitan police Mr. Morrish is
able to give factual statements of present conditions in our national
life.

What are they? Here are some of them. Crime is on the in
crease. Crimes of violence have gone up twenty per cent. Offences
of breaking and entering went up fourteen per cent. The largest
increases were among age groups 14 to 17 and 17 to 21. Mr. Mor
rish points to the two millions lost from our Sunday Schools-lost

* "To Whom Ye Yield," by Reginald Morrish, 158 pages; 6/-. Published
by the Lord's Day Observance Society, 55 Fleet Street, London, E.C.4.
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to Sunday entertainments and games and to the restraining influ
ences of the Word and the Worship of God. He surveys the sad
facts of Divorce (and 100,000 children who do not have their own
parents looking after them), Prostitution, Pornography, the mad
race after big money, etc.

Well might we pray concerning our nation, " L~ghten our dark
ness" !

IV.
The expression « Lighten our darkness" may also be use meta

phorically for knowledge and comfort, and the prayer will then be
for deliverance from walking in darkness and for bringing into the
light of God's countenance.

If so, many will recall the words of Isaiah 50 : 10: "Who is
among you that feareth thee Lord, that obeyeth the voice of his
servant, that walketh in darkness, and hath no light? Let him trust
in the name of the Lord, and stay upon his God."

Some apposite assurances occur in the Psalms:

Light is sown for the righteous:
And gladness for the upright in heart.

-Psalm 97 : 11.

Unto the upright there ariseth light in the darkness:
He is gracious, and full of compassion, and righteous.

-Psalm 112: 4.
In this connection, the afflicted poet William Cowper wrote In

the Olney Hymns some lines entitled" Peace after a St,orm":

When darkness long has veil'd my mind,
And smiling day once more appears,

Then, my Redeemer, then I find
The follies of my doubts and fears.

Straight I upbraid my wandering heart,
And blush that I should ever be

Thus prone to act so base a part,
Or harbour one hard thought of Thee

o ! let me then at length be taught
What I am stilI so slow to learn;

That God is love and changes not,
Nor knows the shadow of a turn.

Sweet truth, and easy to repeat!
But when my faith is sharply tried,

I find myself a learner yet,
Unskilful, weak, and apt to slide.
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But 0 my Lord! one look from Thee
Subdues the disobedient will,

Drives doubt and discontent away,
And Thy rebellious worm is still.

Thou art as ready to forg-ive,
As I am ready to repine;

Thou, therefore, all the praise receive;
Be shame and self-abhorrence mine.

William Cowper.
V.

The prayer has a beautiful ending in the motive which is urged
« for the' love of Thine only Son, OUT Saviour, Jesus Christ". We
plead, not our own merits, but the all-prevailing Name of God's own
Son, in Whom He is well-pleased. We can think of the love which
the Father bears to His eternal Son or of the love which the Lord
Jesus bears for His people, as shown on Calvary.

This is our only plea. It was the testimony of Paul: "For other
foundation can on man lay than that is laid. which is Jesus Christ"
(l Cor. 3 : 11). It was Peter's testimony at Jerusalem: "Neither
is there salvation in any other: for there is none other under heaven
given among- men whereby we must be saved" (Acts 4: 12).

We do not think of praying to Mary or to Saints or Angels.
What ground can we have for praying to them ? There is nO' prom
ise of answer to those whO' call on the name of Mary, Joseph or
others of the departed. They don't hear, and do not know the
hearts of those to pray to them.

But there is One who said" And whatsoever ve ask in My name,
that will I do. that the Father mav he Q"lorified in the Son. If ye
~hall ask anything in Mv na:me, I will do it" (John 14: 13, 14).

When in recent weeks there was brought specially to my heart
the hymn of William Cowper:

"There is a fountain filled with blood
Drawn frorm I mmanuel's veins,

And sinners plunged beneath th<lt Rood
Lose all their guilty stains,"

it was the last two verses that rang so sweetly in my soul:
Lord, I believe Thou hast prepared.

Unworthy though I be,
For me a blood-bought free rew<lrd.

A golden harp for me.

'Tis strung and tuned for endless years.
And formed bv power Divine.

To sound in God the Father>s ean
No other name but Thine. William Cow per.

W.D.S.
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WAYSIDE NOTES

BULWARKS OF ZION

"Walk about Zion, and go round about her:
Tell the towerS thereof.
Mark ye well her BULWARKS,
Consider her palaces."

-Psalm 48: 12, 1:1

Tread around salvation's wall,
Tell the towers that cannot fall;
Count ye well her BULWARKS stron~,

Make hf'r safety now your song.
Though in Meshech's land ye dwell,
There of ZION you may tell.

-Septimw Scall'. IB(.e).

SUBSTANCE OF AN ADDRESS BY DR. M. G. TALLACII AT AN

A.P.F.S. GATHERING

As we come to this year of the Aged Pilgrim's Friend Society. il
would be edifying for some or all of us to examine briefly what is
the secret of the Society's success hitherto; that they call write so lO
speak over their door, "Ebenezer, hitherto hath the Lorel IlcI peel
us." What is the secret of this? We might look at the objects, or
the the object, of the Society. It was instituted in 1807, a ft·w ye:trs
after the Battle of Trafalgar; and it was instituted, among' oLllC'r
things, to provide for those who give Scriptural evidence of being of
'the household of faith.' The objects, the beneficiaries of this
Society, belong to Zion.

Now there is a portion in the Word of God which says, "Walk
about Zion, and go round about her: tell the towers thereof. Mark
ye well HER BULWARKS, consider her palaces" (Ps. 48: 12, 13).
It would be edifying for us tonight to examine briefly one or two of
the bulwarks which under divine guidance have caused this Society
to have passed its 150th year, its continued prosperity throughout
all these years.

The bulwarks one would mention are found in the Society's COIl
fession of Faith, or Articles of its Creed printed in the front of its
Annual Report-its eleven-point basis. I cannot go all through
them, though they are all bulwarks of Zion, and also, one might say,
of this Society. I shall endeavour to select three of these hulwarks
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which have been used of God as the means of helping this Society
to proceed on its way during these years.

I.-THE SCRIPTURES AS THE ONLY RULE OF FAITH AND PRACTICE

The first I would mention is this: "That the Scriptures of the
Old and New Testaments are the only Rule of Faith and Practice."
What a sound bastion, a bulwark, that is of Zion! How does it
do so to-day? how has it done so in the past?

We can begin at the top, so to speak, The Parent Committee are
men who are undoubtedly faithful to this article of the Society's
creed; they are examined on this point-if not actually, their an
tecedents are well-known. Each of them holds an unshakeable
faith in the infallibility of the Scriptures, Old and New Testaments.
This is the foundation of the Society.

Then there are the Ladies' Committees. These are selected by
a process of careful selection from amongst those who believe in the
Word of God, who subscribe to this first tenet or article of the creed.

Then one might go on to say, the operative staff, nurses, per
manent staffs, wardens, administrative office staff-they are all those
who subscribe to this particular article of the creed.

And then we come to the beneficiaries themselves, perhaps one
might say the foundation of the whole edifice; and all of them I
believe sine qua non, must subscibe to the infallibility of the Word
of God from cover to cover, taking the Scriptures of the Old and
New Testaments as their rule of faith and practice.

It astounds me sometimes, going in and out among these aged
Christians, to find in them, first of all a knowledge of Scripture in
detail, and secondly, which is more important, a knowledge of it
experimentally.

I will give you an anecdote, which may have its amusing side.
An old lady, over 90, now gone to glory, was in a state where mind
and her memory had gone; she was what is commonly called' in her
dotage.' Visiting her one day, I said to her: "Do you know
whom I am?" (to test her memory). She replied by asking me
who I was. "That is a secret," I said. "Oh," she said, "that is
the name of the angel!" I did not say anything at the time. not
wishing to shew my ignorance; but I felt she had something there.
I looked it up afterwards: you will find it in Judges 13: 18; when
the angel came to Manoah, and Manoah asked his name, the angel
replied: "Why askest thou thus after my name, seeing it is secret?"
Now that was just one indication of the knowledge, detailed know
ledge that this godly pensioner had of the Word.

And as regards knowing the Scriptures experimentally, I must
say that in speaking to some of these old pensioners on spiritual
things, they make me feel very ignorant, they shut my mouth. It
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is not done in any way of parading- their knowledge, there is a
spontaneous outpouring of their experience.

So these are two indications where the pensioners are so to speak
based on this foundation, they subscribe to this article of ern·cI.
This is one of the bulwarks then.

n.-THE ATONEMENT

The next bulwark is the doctrine of the Atoncment. That is
right at the heart of all the credentials of the Society, as till' Soci('ty
represents Zion ; it is a bulwark of Zinn. We live in a day wllen
there is much Arminianism. Arminianism is a terrible thing; the
devil does not like redemption by the blood and righteollslH'ss of
Christ, he does not like the mention of the blood.

You will remember that in the Garden of Eden the blood or the
Lord Jesus Christ was there by inference: "It shall bruis(' thy Iwad,
and thou shalt bruise His heel." By inference, where t!l('rt' is a
bruising there must be a fusion of blood. It was Christ's 1111Ill:1nity
that was bruised.

The devil hates the mention of the blood of Christ, ;llld II(' en
deavours by every way to bring in this religion of works, the ('llIph
asis being upon the works of man at the expense of the cross. Tllere
was once a man of letters, now gone to his account, who rdcrred to
this doctrine as " the religion of the shambles." And the diff('f('nce
between such a man's agnosticism and Arminianism is only a dif
ference in degree, for Arminianism does despite to the blood of the
Lord Jesus just as that man did.

But this Society has this bulwark right at its very c('ntre, re
demption by the blood and righteousness of Jesus Christ.

lII.-THY. FINAL PRESERVATION OF THE SAINTS

The next bulwark is the Final Perseverance or Preservation of
the saints. We live in a day of insecurity; and this insecurity
which abounds affects all of us alike, so that we do not know what is
in store for any of us. But there is security here-the final pres('r
vation of saints.

The whole Word of God is full of it. "Bread shall he given
thee, and thy water sure;" (Is. 33 : 16); " He will not suffer the soul
of the righteous to famish" (Prov. 10: 3); "He is able to save to
the uttermost all that come unto God by Him" (Heb. 7 : 25). This
is a security which is to he had in the .Lord Jesus; and these and
many other Scriptures point to the secllrity of the saints. an eternal
security.

How does this Society act according to this particular tenet of
its articles? Well. the Lord uses means to call and to preserve the
souls of His people in grace; and wherever there is a fostering of the
reading of the Word of God, wherever there is a fostering of th~
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spirit of prayer, and fostering of the fellowship of the saints; where
ever there is a fostering of these things, there we have means toward
the preservation of the saints. And this is what the Society does.
I omitted to say just now, though I intended to mention it, that the
ministerial supply is drawn from sound men, men who are sound
doctrinally and fundamentally; and that fosters this spirit, and is
a means of preserving the saints to the end.

They are preserved also in temporal things. One of them once
said to me-she was also over 90 and has now gone to her rest :
" Doctor, the Lord intervened for me at the eleventh hour ! "

It is a matter for praise, this preservation. I cannot see into the
future, but according to the shape of things I believe these Homes
will become more and more Nursing Homes for these aged saints.
The State does much for people in a secular way, but there is no
provision for their spiritual needs. They have sometimes said to
me :-" I do not want to go to hospital." And I believe if I were
to send some of these godly people into the wards of our hospitals,
instead of being a means of preserving them in health, it would be
a means of hastening them to eternity, it would be a mental and
spiritual trial to them. I feel it is incumbent to keep them in this
spiritual atmosphere.

What about the future? We have a beautiful portion of the Word
of God in Is. 27, which promises present ,and future security. " In
that day sing ye unto her, A vineyard of red wine. I the Lord do
keep it "-there we have the present security-" I the Lord do keep
it; I will water it every moment; lest any hurt it, I will keep it
night and day "-there you have the future; "lest any hurt it, I will
keep it night and day." There is in that something for this Soc
iety to go on.

AGED PILGRIMS.
152ND ANNIVERSARY MEETINGS ON SATURDAY, MAY 23RD

On Saturday, May 23rd, at Caxton Hall, Westminster, there will
be held (D.Y.) the 152nd Anniversary of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend
Society.

The preacher at the afternoon gathering (2.45 p.m.) will be the
Rev. C. R. Pridmore, Vicar of Christ Church, Lower BirIing, Kent.

At the evening meeting, 5.30 p.m., Dr. D. M. G. Tallach, M.D.,
Ch.B., will be the Chairman, and the speakers include Pastor A. A.
CampbelI (Camberwell), Pastor Y. Farley (Smallfield) and members
of the General Committee of the Society.

Coach or rail parties will be heartily welcomed.

GOSPEl, ~11\GAZlNE FUND
Th" Trustc<,s of "Th" Gospel Magazine" gratefully acknowledge the receipt

of the following- donations to the Fund;-
Dr. 1. E. Bryant 8/-; T. J. Way 6/-: T.L.E. £1 16s. Od.; a.D.E. 4/-;

Mr. K. Symrs 6/-.



202 The Cos/Jel Maga<.ine

PILGRIM PAPERS

" OUR EYES ARE UPON THEE"

JEHOSHAPHAT'S STRIKING PRAYER

(( 0 our Cod, wilt Thou not judge them: For we have 7/0 IIli.t;ht
against this company that cometh against us; neither kllolU we
what to do; but our eyes are upon Thee."-2 Chron. 20: 12.

IT was a time of national danger. A large army of Mo:t1 ,i lcs,
Ammonites and others had invaded Judea (see 2 Chron. 20). TI,ey
had gathered in En-gedi, south of Jerusalem. The news c;IIllC to
JEHOSHAPHAT, who was then reigning over Judea. Naturally I1\" was
afraid, but he " set himself to seek the LORD, and proclaimed :L fast
throughout all Judah. And Judah gathered themselves together, to
ask help of the LORD" (verses 3, 4). They" stood before t!le 1,<J1W,

with their little ones, their wives, and their children." (verse 13).
Jehoshaphat stood in their midst, in the house of the Lord, i>dore
the new court, and led in prayer. He concluded by sayin.~, " Our
eyes are upon Thee."

The prayer which Jehoshaphat offered is full of instnlction for
God's people today. Whether our troubles be national or personal
we shall do well if we pray on lines similar to those of Jehoshaphat.

First, his eyes were fixed on a COVENANT GOD. "Art not Tholl
our God?" (verse 7) he said. God had entered into covenant with
Israel. He had said, " I will take you to Me for a people, and r
will be to you a God, and ye shall know that I am the Lord yOllr
God" (Exodus 6 : 7). He was Israel's God, who had loved, chosen
and redeemed them. He is no less the covenant God of His people
today. "This God is our Goel." "I will be their God," He says,
" and they shall be My people." When we lift up our eyes unto Him
we are drawing- near to our God who has redeemed us by the Blood
of the everlasting Covenant.

Secondly, Jehoshaphat's eyes were fixed on a REIGNING GOD. "Art
not Thou God in heaven, and rulest not Thou over all the kingdoms
of the heathen?" (verse 6). The Moabites and Ammonites who
had invaded Judea were under His rule and sovereignty. They
could do nothing without His permission. All kings and dictators
are under His control. "He doeth according- to His will in the
army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth, and none
can stay His hand, or say unto Him, what doest Thou?" (Dan.
4: 35),
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Moreover, Jehoshaphat fixed his eyes on an OMNIPOTENT GOD.
" In Thine hand is there not power and might, so that none is able
to withstand Thee? " (verse 6). The power of our enemies may be
great, but they cannot withstand Omnipotence. Our help is in the
name of an omnipotent God, a God who hath made heaven and
earth. There is nothing too hard or too difficult for Him. When
we pray, we need to call to mind that we believe in "God the
Father Almighty." Whatever be our need, whatever be the cause
of our distress, He is able to help us. With Him nothing is im
possible.

Again, Jehoshaphat's eyes were fixed upon a FAITHFUL GOD. "Art
not Thou our God, who didst drive out the inhabitants of this land
before Thy people Israel, and gavest it to the seed of Abraham,
Thy friend for ever?" (verse 7). God had promised to give the
land to the seed of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob for an everlasting
possession, and He has kept His promise. He was true to His
Word. He is still" the faithful God, which keepeth covenant and
mercy with them that love Him and keep His commandments."
(Deuteronomy 7 : 9). He still cares for all His people, and He has
assured them that His eyes are over them, and His ears are open to
their prayers. In these days, let us not forget that He is faithful
which promised. "If, when evil cometh upon us, as the sword,
judgment, or pestilence, or famine, we stand before this house, and
in Thy presence . . . and cry unto Thee in our affliction, then
Thou wilt hear and help" (verse 9). The Lord's eye is upon them
that fear Him, to deliver them from death, and to keep them alive
in famine. He truly cares for His tried and afflicted people.

TWO CONCLUDING THOUGHTS

Two concluding thoughts may help us in the face of national
and ecclesiastical problems. The first is that in fixing His eyes upon
the Lord Jehoshaphat felt his own helplessness. "We have no might
against this great company that cometh against us." (verse 12).
This is the right attitude to adopt when we fix our eyes upon our
great covenant God, for it is those who acknowledge their helpless
ness whom the Lord helps. "To them that have no might He in
creaseth strength" (Is. 40: 29).

The other thought is that as Jehoshaphat fixed his eyes on God
he felt absolutely ign,orant of what to' do in the great trial which
confronted him. "Neither know we what to do, but our eyes are
upon Thee." (verse 12). We are often in that position, but we
need not be dismayed, for "the battle is not yours, but God's."
"Ye shall not need to fight in this battle; set yourselves, stand ye
still, and see the salvation of the Lord with you." (verse 17). The
result was, "The Lord made them to rejoice over their enemies."

F.W.M.
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" IN" THE WORLD BUT NOT" OF " THE WORLD.

1

1

I11

III

When we turn from the familiar words of John's Gospel- 'For
God so loved the world '-to the plain command in John's Epistle
-' Love not the world '-we will soon realize that the trrm
, world' is being used in different senses. It may mean the world
of men and women for whom Christ died; but it may .also mean
the present world order organised in opposition to God.

It is with this thought of an evil kingdom set over against Cod's
kingdom, that Jesus speaks of the Devil as being the !Jrincr of this
world. Paul speaks in a similar way of the god of this world who
has blinded the' minds of those who- believe no't. In the Epist les of
John there is .a clear-cut distinction between those who l)('lon_~ to
God, and those whose spiritual home is still the world, and whose
allegiance is thus still given to the Devil.

But the coming of Jesus Christ marked a major disruption ill this
world. The kingdom of God of which He spoke meant so lllllch tha
rule of God extended over the lives of men. With Christ th(' king
dom of God came in power. From now on there would he olltposls
of the kingdm of God in enemy territory. The members of the
kingdom are lights in the prevailing darkness. Their fllncl ion is
to act as salt which prevents the spread of corruption. Th('ir aim
is to win men and women from the kingdom of darkness into the
kingdom of God's Son.

THE PROBLEM

But obviously such a situation brings many problems for the
individual Christian. He must live in the world, for there is no
suggestion in the New Testament that he can retreat to the solittlcle
of a monastery or a hermit's cave. He must carry on normal hllsi
ness contacts with those who belong to the world. He will live
much of his time in contact with worldly men. He must be amon,~

them and yet not compromise. He must be separate from them and
yet not so withdrawn as to be useless as a witness. There is a deli
cate balance in the relationship which he must maintain. We will
look therefore at some of the practical problems involved in this
whole issue.

DANGER OF COMPROMISE

There is always the danger of compromise due to fear. There
may be open persecution, or there may be social ostracism. Such
a situation is not an easy one to face, for few normal people enjoy
heing unpopular. One possible answer is given in the Book of the
Revelation. The brethren in these churches faced a pagan world.
For some, this involved the painful experience of being treated as
socially peculiar. For others, it meant real hardship if they lost
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their jobs because they did not join in the idolatrous feasts of their
trade guild. To such hard-pressed Christians came the suggestion
that they could take part in these feasts, but still remain Christians.
(Rev.2 : 12-29). The argument has a strangely modern ring. Don't
be peculiar-so it ran-but go into the world. But such a suggestion
means compromise and is denounced in no uncertain terms by the
prophet as he brings Christ's words of judgment.

STANDARDS OF VALUES

There is another subtle way in which the Christian may be af
fected. He may avoid open compromise with the world. He may
see clearly the implications of some of the attractions that the world
offers, and avoid them as being injurious to his life and witness. But
it is all too easy for him to be misled by letting his own standards
of values be coloured by the prevailing atmosphere. The man of the
world is influenced ultimately by self-love. His desire for money,
for security, or for fame, is ultimately due to a self-centred attitude.
The Christian's standard should be the will of God; but all too often
he is influenced by worldly attitudes. How many Christians there
are who would never patronize a dance hall, and yet are thoroughly
worldly in their attitude to money. While missionary effort is
starved for lack of funds, they avoid their obvious obligation to give
sacrificially.

Then again, the Christian can be worldly in his desire for se
curity. The man of the world knows nothing of the call to ' seek
first the kingdom of God and his righteousness', and so he aims at
security at all costs for himself and his family. The Christian
knows of such a call. Yet today mission stations are undermanned,
or closed for lack of workers, while Christians, who would disdain
to go to the cinema, adopt a thoroughly worldly attitude by looking
for a job which offers primarily security.

WORLDLY METHODS IN CHURCH LIFE

It is not only in personal life that such dangers are apparent, but
also in the life of the Church. Again and again the witness of the
Church has been weakened, because reliance has been placed on
worldly methods rather than on the power of God. There are
obvious examples of this in the way some men water down their
message to please their hearers; while others, in their anxiety to
finance their church, adopt unworthy methods of raising money.

But there aT'e today less obvious, but none the less real ways, in
which the Church can be worldly. How often various forms of bait
are used to try and draw in the outsiders, who are not being drawn
by the quality of life exhibited in the Christian fellowship. How
frequently the emotional build up of a meeting savours more of a
psychologist than a prophet. How easily the Christian is beguiled
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into thinking of showy success as being the important thing, ,rather
than humble faithfulness in the task God has given him.

SCRIPTURE AS OUR GUIDE

There is one basic principle which must constantly 'guide us.
We must take Scripture as our guide rather than the prevailing
situation. If we begin with the situation we shall be tempted to
try and meet problems, whether personal or in church life, by ex
pedients which draw their inspiration from this world. Blit the
Christian must always begin with Scripture, and see his own sitll
ation, and the situation before his church, through the mcdilllll of
the Word of God. This will mean that certain principles will con
trol his thinking and acting.

In the first place, his aim will be to live to the glory of God
'that God in all things may be glorified.' (1 Pet.4: 11). Anything
which dims his vision of God will be rigorously excluded fmlll his
own life. Similarly, anything which would detract from Cod',.; ~Iory

will be opposed in his church.
Further, he will find in the Bible the constant remimil-r thilt the

world is opposed to his Lord. Hence he will be careful to maintain
an attitude of hostility to the world such as is envisaged in the com
mand, 'Love not the world, neither the things that an' in the
world' (1 In. 2: 15).

Finally, the Christian will realize that in all this hr canllot ;lct
as an isolated individual. He is a member of the body of Christ and
so has a responsibility to his weaker brother who may he wroll~ly

inAuenced by his example. (See Rom. 14: 13, 15, I(i; I Cor.
8: 7-13).

Such a line of action is not easy. It never has been. It was hard
for the early Christians to face the furious perseclltion of a p;lgan
world which hated them because they were a people apart.' It is still
hard to be looked on as narrow or intolerant. Yet, in a day when the
Church of God is being permeated by a shallow superficiality, which
masquerades under the names of broad-mindedness or tolerance, we
do well to recall the insistent call of Paul : ' Come out from among
them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean
thing; and I will receive you, and will be a Father unto you, and ye
shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty' (2 Cor.
6: 17, 18). '
St. Paul's, Cambridge. H. M.' CARSON.

Let worldly minds the world pursue,
It has no charms for me;

Once I admired its triAes too.
But grace has set me free.

-John Nr?wton.
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ABOUT 1839 there was a wonderful outpouring of the Spirit of God
upon the town of Dundee. Robert Murray M'Cheyne, returning
to his parish from the Mission to Palestine, found "anxious multi
tudes" seeking salvation; and the cxtraordinary power of the Holy
Ghost continued to be put forth for many months. It is said that
" the whole town was moved."

Nevcrtheless, during that season of rcvival, there was a small boy
of seven or eight who was quite untouched by the wonders
wrought around him. ROBERT ANNAN was already a thoroughly
naughty boy, the despair of his friends. Nobody could restrain that
wild, fierce temper, and as he grew older, he went from bad to
worse. He took to drinking heavily, and was ready to try every
sort of wickedness. It must have been a relief to his family to see
him shipped off to America; but a change of continent did nothing
to improve him. After various adventures, Robert joined the Army
in Canada; then he deserted. Later on he got into the Royal Navy;
but it was not long before he ran away from his ship. At last,
having come to the end of his resources, he gave himself up to the
authorities, served a sentence of imprisonment for desertion, and
finally came back to Dundee.

It could be said of this man that he "did evil with both hands
earnestly," and everybody in Dundee knew what he was. But there
must have been somebody who believed that even Robert was not
beyond the power of God, for at twenty-nine years of age, he was
persuaded to go to some evangelistic meetings that were being held
in a Hall. At one of these meetings the man was very deeply
impressed by something from the Word of God. He left the Hall
in fear and trembling, struck down by the arrow of conviction.
Finding no relief from his thoughts, he could contain himself no
longer, and though it was one o'clock in the morning, he knocked
at the door of a minister. When Mr. McPherson opened the door,
he was really alarmed to see Robert, at that hour especially
everybody knew what a villain he was! But the desperate-looking
visitor blurted out a question, U What must I rlo to be saved? " and
the good minister soon saw that Robert was in real distress of soul.

For three days the terror and agony of fear went on. He himself
said later, "No man could have the faintest idea of the tortures
which my guilty soul endured during that terrible time of darkness
and despair." In his own home he shut himself into his darkgned
bedroom, unable to eat or drink. There Mr. McPherson. found
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him, kneeling down and crying out piteously to God for mercy.
" I'm a lost sinner! " he said again and again; "I know it's hell
I deserve to go to; but isn't there salvation even for me?" The
minister spoke only in the words of Scripture-a Believe on the
Lord Jesus Christ, and th,olu shalt be saved"; a Him that cometh
untO' Me I will in no wise cast out"; and many other passa~es.

And thus the Lord used His own Word to brin~ peace and for~ive

ness to the soul of Robert Annan.
With the same eager fervour with which he had served the c!evil

for years, Robert now threw himself into work for his new M ;tstn.
He came to Mr. McPherson with the words, "Give me somr tr:lcts;
I want to work for Christ." A meeting had been advrrtis('d at
which an infidel was to speak; at the door Robert took his stand,
and handed a tract to everybody who went in. That w;t., the
beginning of his service. For the next seven years, Robert s('rvrc!
the Lord with his whole heart. He gave hours of stuc!y to the
Bible; for long periods he shut himself in his room to pray; and
he went out to take the Gospel to the wickedest people hi' could
find. Nobody knew the haunts of sin as well as he; God hac! savrd
him, he said, therefore no sinner was beyond hope. And so he
looked for the down-and-outs, the very riff-raff amon~ thr lost,
both men and women, and preached unto them Jesus. Fld! of
faith and courage, cheerfully undaunted by taunts and abuse, Robcrt
pleaded with the outcasts and the vile to repent and to believe the
Gospel.

Everybody in Dundee knew Robert, both before and after his
conversion; he was a wonder in the town. Fame came to him too
because of his courageous rescues of the drowning; in onc year
he saved five drowning people from death.

At home Robert was happily married in the Lord. A baby girl
was born, and oh! what prayers went up from the father's heart
for that little child. The night before her baptism, Robert spent
entirely in prayer for the precious little one.

Jemima was seven months old, when one day her father left
the house as usual early in the morning. He had taken a few steps
only when he paused and turned back. He took a bit of chalk
from his pocket, stooped down, and on the pavin~-stone outside
his door, wrote one word: "ETERNITY."

Within two hours of that action, Robert was dead, drowned in
a vain attempt to save the drowning.

At the funeral, hundreds followed his coffin, thousands of people
crowding the streets to watch. His life, his conversion, his missionary
work, and his heroic carelessness of self, had made a deep impression
on all Dundee. Several accounts of his career were published soon
after his death. One of these was read by James Gordon, one of
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the Earl of Aberdeen's sons; he was especially impresed with Robert's
having written ETERNITY on the pavement. The word rang- in his
ears, and was blessed to his conversion. When he was about to
leave home for Cambridge, he asked his mother to arrange that
Robert's word ETERNITY, written in chalk, could be permanently
carved in the pavement at his expense. Two days later, the under
graduate was killed by an accidental shot. His mother wrote his
story and his request to Robert's minister, Mr. McPherson.

About six years after Robert's death, his wife took Jemima one
day to a prayer-meeting connected with an evangelistic mission.
A lady, watching the little girl joining fervently in singing" Sweet
hour of prayer," asked Mrs. Annan if the child understood what
she sang. "Oh yes," said the mother, "]emima loves to pray! "

It was the last time that Robert Annan's child took part in public
worship. The very next day she was struck down with scarlet fever,
then a terribly fatal disease. She lived only two days after the onset,
but she kept speaking of heaven and of her Saviour, and in between
her little voice was raised in song! Again and again she sang the
verse:

" Oh! if there's only one song I can sing,
When in His beauty I see the great King,
This shall my song in ETERNITY be,
Oh! what a wonder that Jesus loves me! "

A nd so she fell asleep in ] esus.
Robert the desperado, lames the cultured son of an Earl, Jemima

the little seven-year-old girl-how different they were from each
other! Yet in the sight of the Almighty there was 110 difference,
for all had sinned and come short of the glory of God. Without a
Saviour all three were utterly and hopelessly lost; but Jesus saw
their plight, and in His la-ve and in His pity He redeemed them.
Would they not all join with ]oseph Addison when he wrote:

" For oh! ETERNITY'S too short
To utter all Thy praise."

DAMARIS.

SCRIPTIJRE ENIGMA No. 64

The whole: A beggar.

1. Who said, " I have slain a man to my wounding? "
2. Who erected a pillar to himself in his own life-time?
3. Who was the lawyer of whom Paul wrote to Titus?
4. Who said to his brother, "We have found the Messias"?
5. Who suggested throwing his brother into a pit?
6. What king became a leper?
7. Who said, "For mine eyes have seen Thy salvation"?
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SOLUTION OF No. 63

The whole: Messenger.

1. Micah (Jer, 26: 18).
2. Elijah (1 Kings 17; 1).
3. SanbaUat (Nehem. 2 ; 10).
4. Sosthenes (Acts 18: 17).
5. Elymas (Acts 13: 8).
6. Nathaniel (John 1 : 47).
7. Geshem (Nehem. 2: 19).
8. Erastus (Rom. 16; 23).
9. Ruth (Ruth 1 : 22).

Poetry

THE BELIEVER'S PRIVILEGE

U Enoch walke'd with God."-Genesis 5: 24.

[We have received the enclosed lines from a reader in Sussex
who writes: "I found this tract among my papers; it is very old,
but I enjoyed it, and thought that perhaps others would too. [t is
by James Taylor, 21 George Street, Edinburgh, large type kanet."
We think that other readers would enjoy it too.-Editor.,!

To walk with God! 0 fellowship divine!
Man's highest state on earth-Lord, be it mine!
With Thee may I a close communion hold,
To Thee the deep recesses of my heart unfold.
Yes, teIl Thee all-each weary care and grief
Into Thy bosom pour, till there I find relief.
O! let me walk with Thee, Thou Mighty One!
Lean on Th ine arm, and trust Thy love alone;
With Thee hold converse sweet where'er I go,
Thy smile of love, my highest bliss below;
With Thee transact life's business-doing all
With single aim for Thee-as Thou dost call.
My every comfort at Thy hand receive,
My every talent to Thy glory give,
Thy counsel seek in every trying hour,
In all my weakness, trust Thy mighty power.
O! may this high companionship be mine
And all my life by its reflection shine;
My great-my wise-my never-failing Friend,
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Whose love no change can know, no turn, no end,
My Saviour God! who gav'st Thy life for me,
Let nothing come between my heart and Thee.
From Thee no thought, no secret would I keep,
But ~lll Thy breast my tears of anguish weep.
My every wound to Thee I take to heal,
For Thou art touched with every pang I feel.
O! Friend of friends, the faithful, true and tried
In Thee, and Thee alone, I now confide.
Ear~h,'s "broken cisterns "-ah! they all have proved
Unsatisfying-vain-however loved;
The false will fail-the fondest, they must go,
Oh thus it is with all we love below.
From things of earth, then let my heart be free,
And find its happiness, my Lord, in Thee.
Thy Holy Spirit for my guide and guest,
Whate'er mv lot, I must be safe and blest;
Washed in Thy blood, from all my guilt made clean,
I in Thy righteousness alone am seen.
Thy home, my home-Thy God and Father mine,
:Dead to the world-my life is hid with Thine;
Its highest honours fade before my view,
:Its pleasures, I can trample on them too.
With Thee by faith I walk in crowds-alone,
Making to Thee my wants and wishes known,
Drawing from Thee my daily strength in prayer,
Finding Thine arm sustains me everywhere;
While through the clouds of sin and woe the light
Of coming glory shine more sweetly bright;
And this my daily boast-my aim-my end,
That my Redeemer is my God, my Friend.

A RHYMED MOTTO

"Lay up His Word in thine heart."-Job 22: 22.

Let us, by Thy Spirit stirred,
In our hearts lay up Thy word;
Daily, Lord, increase our store,
Fill our treasures more and more.

211

-Miss F. R. Havergal in " Rhymed Mottoes for the Members of the
Open-Air Mission," 1874-1879.
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SPIRITUAL BIOGRAPHY

A FAITHFUL PREACHER OF GOD'S SOVEREIGN GRACE

WILLIAM NUNN OF MANCHESTER, 1786-1840

AMONG faithful men who have not shunned to declare the disting-
uishing doctrines of sovereign grace may well be mentioned M'r.
WILLIAM NUNN.

He was born at Colchester, Essex on May 13th, 1786. For
the first two or three years of his life he was so afflicted that it was
frequently thought he was dying; but, as he was spared and grew
older, his constitution became stronger and more robust. I-fp was
brought up at his father's home with three brothers and thrcc sisters
(the only survivors of a family of thirteen children) until he w;~s nine
years of age.

I.-GOD's HAND IN HIS NEW BIRTH

William, with the rest of the family, was brought up with the
greatest strictness, yet, then in an unregenerate state, found the Sab
bath a day of some weariness. He writes, years after, of that time,
saying, "There seemed something desirable in the Gospel, but my
carnal mind was averse to reflect upon what that something' was.
My heart neither could or would receive the important tmths I
heard." TIle set time was not come. "Thy people shall hr willing
in the day of thy power" (Psalm 10: 3).

His decree who formed the earth
Fixed my first and second birth ;
Parents, native place, and time,
All appointed were by Him.

lohn Ryland, 17:i3-182:i.

At the close of the year 1807, Mr. Nunn's father died. William's
eldest brother John, then a curate at Shrewsbury, came over to the
funeral, and, staying a few days, introduced family prayer among
them; this was entirely new to all. When his brother was leaving
to return to Shrewsbury, he advised the continuance of the practice,
and desired his youngest brother, Preston, who had lon~ been a
seeking soul, to carry on the service. Preston. at len['"th leaving
home, to dwell with an uncle, the service fell upon William.

The time came, when God's wonder working hand was to be seen
in bringing him to a knowledge of himself and of his O\-VTl ruined
state before God. One day when actively employed in assisting his
second brother in getting in the harvest, as they were taking their
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repast in the barn, William said, " Joshua, I intend taking a walk to
Shrewsbury to see our brother John." Joshua tried to dissuade
him from his purpose, but all to no avail. He afterwards saw the
hand of God, leading him from home, and both causing and enabling
him to accomplish the journey, which he did on foot. Consequent
upon that journey it pleased God to bring him to a knowledge of his
lost and undone condition by nature, and afford him a blessed mani
festation of acceptance into His favour, through the grace of the
Lord Jesus Christ.

" It should be observed," notes Mr. Nunn, "that I was at this
time a moral young man, without any pretensions to the char
acter of a religious person. Yet I held my brother's preaching
in high estimation, having heard him once or twice in our
native town. On the present occasion I thought there was
something peculiar in his dwelling so much in his sermon upon
the blood and righteousness of Jesus Christ. I could not under
~tand what he meant. On the following day, after we had dined,
I was led involuntarily to open my lips and ask my brother
some yuestions on religious subjects. I was led on to unfold
to him what I thought of myself, and our conversation became
more important as we proceeded.

What he said to me, was, I believe, the appointed means
eternally designed by the Lord for bringing me unto Himself
by the regenerating and enlightening operations of the Spirit
upon my soul. I have a distinct recollection of the effect which
his answers to my questions produced upon me. Tears dropped
from my eyes, and I, naturally hard in mind, was brought down
under the conviction then wrought in me of the unmerited
grace of God, set forth in what my brother said to me. I was
angry with myself that I wept, accounting it a weakness which
the pride of my heart would have suppressed. From that hour
I became a new creature. Happy period! The mercy then
manifested must all be traced to the everlasting union of my
soul to Him "in Whom I was chosen before the foundation
of the world" to the possession of all spiritual blessings" (Eph.
I : 3-6).

IT.-ADMISSION TO THE CHRISTIAN MINISTRY

In October, 1810, he went to Cambridge. Having introduced
himself to the tutor of St. John's, he went in search of lodgings, the
college being full. However, the frivolity, and worldly habits of
most of his colleagues became a serious stumbling block in his path,
and with nearly all of them, he was a "speckled bird." Mr. Nunn
left Cambridge on the 3rd February, 1814, and in the beginning of
March, he was ordained at Winchester.
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Immediately afterwards he set off on foot for the village of New
land in the County of Gloucester. He had been recommended to
the curacy at this place by Mr. Charles Bridges, the well-known
evangelical minister, and author of The Christian Ministry (this
valuable volume has been recently reprinted by the "Banner of
Truth" Trust) and also of commentaries on Proverbs, Ecclesiastes,
and the 119th Psalm. The first Sabbath after his arrival he heard
the minister preach in the morning; and in the afternoon, w("nt with
him to the Parish of Coleford, and in the evening they went to a
village on the banks of the Wye. The minister went awav for a
time, and Mr. Nunn was left with all the duties of the churches.

The minister, on his return, found that the people wen' much
attached to Mr. Nunn, and could not withstand the jealousy this
circumstance excited within him. Mr. Nunn says, " What could I
do? I could not prevent it. And if two men have to ride one horse,
one must ride behind. Perceiving, however, that do wh.at I would,
I could not secure his esteem or kindness, I gave notice to leave.
I was anxious to leave the vicar, but unwilling to leave the people,
who, the longer I stayed, seemed the more attached to me.

When the time drew near for Mr. Nunn to leave Newland, he
wrote to Mr. Gurney, of London, about a curacy. In a clay or two,
Mr. Gurney replied, "The same postman who brought me your
letter, brought me another from Mr. Howlett, of Foleshill, near
Coventry, enquiring after a curate. As the two letters came
together, I think it is a token in providence that you should apply
for this curacy." Mr. Nunn did so, and was invited by the vicar of
Foleshill to come and see the place. Here he found the virar to be
nearly eighty-four years of age, and incapable of duty himself. He
had also another living, about ten miles away. which he occasionally
served. Mr. Nunn was to take all the duties, and a new order of
procedure, with extempore sermons, immediately too·k place.

The vicar's wife, a bitter enemy to the truth, was exceedingly dis
pleased at the change which had taken place. Mr. Nunn heard of
her hostility from her husband. At length she succeeded so far,
that she prevailed upon her husband to write to the Bishop, re
questing him to withdraw Mc Nunn's license. Mr. Nunn managed
to obtain a sight of the Bishop's reply, which ran thus : " .... It
is not so easy to withdraw Mr. Nunn's license as you imagine. If
you are dissatisfied with him, you must take the duties yourself... "
After no small disquietude of mind respecting these matters, Mc
Nunn received a formal notice from the vicar, to leave at mid
summer.

IlL-SETTLEMENT AT ST. CLEMENT'S, MANCHESTER

We now come to the remarkable period in Mr. Nunn's history.
He was one day at the house of a friend at Coventry, and there saw
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in the Christian Observer for June, a singlar advertisement, which
ran thus:

" Two churches to be sold in Manchester, and if not sold, a
a curate wanted. Address, post paid, the Rev. E. Smyth,
Chorlton Hall, Manchester."

Mr. Nunn wrote to Mr. Smyth, and before he left Foleshill re
ceived the following reply : "Your letter promises well, but I assure
you, that, if you are a Calvinist, you will neither suit me, nor the
bishop, nor my people. But you had better come, and see the
place for yourself, and there being no one to take the duty at one
of the churches (St. Luke's) on the 15th., you may as well come for
that."

"Well," thought Mr. Nunn, " that is the place to which I would
go: the people want surely what they have never had, truth un
mixed with Arminian error." Perceiving Mr. Smyth to be a rigid
Arminian, he looked therefore upon his journey to Manchester as a
fruitless onc; the more as he felt himself unqualified for so large a
centre as Manchester. But the ways of God are mysterious. The
day he preached at St. Luke's he dined with Mr. Smyth and his
family. In the afternoon, after service, he was introduced to a Mr.
Townend, a great promoter of Sabbath schools, who invited him to
his house, where he slept that night. Mr. Townend suggested Mr.
Nunn's return to Manchester, to raise subscriptions for the purchase
of the church from Mr. Smyth, and vesting it in the hands of
trustees. This suggestion surprised Mr. Nunn, who returned to
Colchester, where he found a letter from Mr. Smyth, urging the
expediency of his return to Manchester. This he did, subscriptions
were raised, and he was formally accepted as the minister of St.
Clement's. Then he had to procure a license from the Bishop, a
matter in which for a long time he was unsuccessful.

In a letter written at this time, Mr. Nunn wrote: "The short
account you sent me of yourself and myoid friends was exceeding
ly welcome. Of my enemies I would say but little. May some who
would cut me off from the list of our Master's servants see, ere it is
too late, whether they have proper evidence of their belonging to
, the household of faith.' God, in His gracious providence, appears
to be paving the way for my continuance here. May our Immanuel
establish a camp among us. I very much fear that there are im
mense quantities of human rubbish blocking the fair path of the
Gospel among us. May the chariot wheels of our Immanuel grind
their legal' rights to powder, and the breath of the Spirit drive the
dust of the same to the pit from whence they originated."

In another letter letter he wrote: "I have had an interview
with the Bishop. He is doubtless sincere, but what is sincerity un
less it arises from spiritual union with Him who alone can give
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solid principles, and ability to act upon them! May I be enabled
to speak becomingly, and leave the event with God. "See," said a
friend the other day, 'see what your Calvinism costs you !' 'Be
it so ! ' said I : ' the precious mysteries of God's especial and eternal
love are, when rightly understood, of more value than ten thousand
worlds: and the anxieties and trials they have occasioned me are
sweet, compared to the legal bondage under which neutralised pro
fessors and lofty gospel-mongers are doomed to labour;> "

The Bishop still refused Mr. Nunn his license, but eventually
such was granted consequent upon an interview between them, of
which we give a few extracts:

Bishop-" Do you believe sir, that it is impossible for a person
to lose salvation after once being brought into a state of salva
tion ?"

Mr. Nunn-a I believe, my Lord, that such persons will perse
vere to the end, but the belief of their salvation can only be en
joyed as they are seeking and serving God."

Bishop_a Well, sir, but about this sentence, 'Who were before of
old, etc.'

Mr. NUllll-
a My Lord, I hardly know whether it becomes me to

answer your lordship on this passage. The persons spoken of had
resisted the Gospel and were judicially hardened, and left to the
commission of iniquity."

BihsO'p_a Well, sir, but do you not see the words that follow,
'Ungodly men'? Certainly they were first ungodly and then or
dained to this condemnation."

Mr. Nunn-" Excuse me, my Lord, read the words, and you will
find the ordination comes first and the ungodliness afterwards."

Bishop-" But before I have done with you sir, let me urge you
to be on your guard. I do not want to advert to the nicknames of
Calvinism, etc., but to your poor and illiterate congregation some
truths are as well omitted."

Mr. Nunn- a Pardon me, my Lord, the congregation at St.
Clement's is now a very respectable one indeed."

Bishop_a Well, but I mean the people in the aisles; and how
is it, sir~ you burn all your sermons-I can't tell what you do
preach."

Mr. NU1I11-" My Lord, I have no sermons to burn. I assure your
Lordship, that however some persons may have misrepresented
some detached sentences of my preaching, that no person dare say
that .any of my sermons, considered as a whole, can be objection
able in any way whatsoever as to doctrine. Am I to be made an
offender for a word?"
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Bishop-" Well, sir, it may be so .... But I have now heard
you explain yourself, and hope I shall have no occasion to alter
my mind toward you. I was rather surprised at Mr. Smyth re
commending you for St. Clement's."

Mr. Nunn.-But. my Lord, Mr. Smyth will receive £1,000 by my
appointment to St. Clement's .; he may well recommend me."

Bishop-" Well. sir, of what college were you? "

Mr. NUll17-" St. John's, Cambridge, my Lord."

Bishop-" Well, sir, I will grant you the license, .and hope mat
ters will go on comfortably."

That God undertook for His servant, Mr. Nunn, is further evi
dent, when the avowed active opposition of Mr. Smyth to the
doctrines of sovereign grace, are realised. Incidentally, Mr. Will
iam Gadsby, then of Manchester had occasion to write a lengthy
letter to Mr. Smyth, on " An everlasting task for Arminans," which
was prompted by publications of Mr. Smyth's, in which the latter
attempted to vindicate free will, and hold up to contempt the
doctrinc of electing grace.

IV.-TWENTY-THREE YEARS' PASTORATE

For twenty-three years Mr. Nunn laboured with zeal and fidelity
in the Sabbath school, church, and congregation of St. Clement's,
Manchester. Mr. Nunn's biographer wrote (his biographer was
Mr. Robert Pym, rector of Elmley, near Wakefield, who frequently
contributed to The Gospel Maga<.ine in his day): "While Mr.
Nunn was gifted by his God with a commanding natural eloquence
and attractive manner in the pulpit; while his deep insight into the
glorious mysteries of the gospel, his full, bold, energetic. and
perspicuous declaration of them fitted him, as the ambassador of
Christ, for preaching His gospel to a large and expedienced con
gregation ; he was not less fitted by his heavenly Master for gaining
the attention, winning the affections, and conveying scriptural in
structions to the minds of the children."

Many whose faces God turned Zionward have hornt· similar
testimony. One of these says, "He frequently exhorted the chil
dren to punctuality in their attendance upon the means of grace,
either at the school or church." But on such occasions of addressing
himself to the children, no Arminian exhortations ever escaped his
lips; he would commence such an exhortation by calling out: "Boys,
I want you to answer a question; it is this: Suppose two boys were
sitting on one side of a great river, and were desirous of crossing
over to the other, when there was no brid.e:e. One says to the other,
'I shall get up and go on by the river side. for I might as well be
walking on as sitting here; perhaps I may come to a bridge.' 'I
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shall stay where I am,' says the other: 'for if we arc to g-o over we
shall.' Which do you think was the wiser of these two boys? The
boy that walked on, replied the scholar.'

"Well, then," said Mr. Nunn, " do you follow the example
of the boy that walked on. Persevere to go to the house of God, and
it may be that you will find the bridge that God has made fo-r all
the ransomed of the Lord to pass over. Never pay heed to the per
sons who tell you that, if you are elected, you arc sure to go to
heaven, whether you attend church or not. You must not be like
the lazy boy who sat still by the river side, bllt like till" onc that
walked on."

V.-DEATH IN HIS FIFTY-FOURTH YEAR

Mr. Nunn ended his labours in the Sabbath school, on the first
Sabbath in March, 1840, and on the following Wednesday evening
in St. Clement's Church, he preached his last sermon, from Heb.
10: 15, and that with apparently with much pleasure and spiritual
enjoyment. The following morning he was taken violently ill and
seized with excruciating pain. It was ag-reed by his three medical
advisers that was no hope of relieving their patient or of preserving
his life under his complaint (an internal rupture) but by having
recourse to an operation. The fortitude bestowed during his trying
ordeal was equal to the extreme need. The result was compara
tive ease; but he sank, however, more and more. under the ex
haustion.

His sufferings during the remaining days of his life were so
severe and incessant, that little escaped his lips beyond expressions
of pain, but not once was he heard to murmur. It being said to him,
"There is but a step between you and death" he replied, "Oh,
I shall recover yet, but whichever way it turns, I am resigned, either
for life or death. From the first my only feeling has been to be ruled;
I would have no wish but the will of God in all things. I can trace
His hand in all his dealings." Once he was heard to say with pe
culiar emphasis, "Sweet mercy! sweetest mercy !" It being said,
"You mean the mercy of God," he rejoined, " I know of no other
mercy." At intervals he also spoke sweetly of the preciousness of
Christ, the rich consolations with which he was favoured and the
delightful prospect of the glory that awaited him. At 11.15 p.m.,
on the 9th. March, 1840, after a slight movement and smile, that
seemed to say to attendant angels, "I am coming ! " the happy
spirit was released.

Among the concluding remarks in memoirs are the following :
"How great is the goodness of God to His Church, when He
raises up such instruments as these from out of the ruins of His
fallen people, calls, endows, and sends them forth with His pre
sence, in strength needful to to their day-wisdom suited to their
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calling-His counsel directing, His arm upholding, and His Spirit
influencing them; so that by the graee of God they are what they
are. How great is the goodness of God in all this! Let us, then,
pnise God for our dear brother, as a very remarkable instance of
the power and efl·eet of divine grace."

Thus a mourning widow and eight children were left to de
plore their loss, and the congregation of St. Clement's were bereft
of their beloved pastor. On the Sabbath evening after Mr. Nunn's
interment in the graveyard of All Saints, Manchester, Mr. Alfred
Hewlett preached a sermon at St. Clement's, taking as his text,
1 Cor. 15: 10, "But by the grace of God I am what I am, and
by grace which was bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I
laboured more abundantly than they all; yet not I, but the grace
of God which was within me." F.G.

Dear Refuge of my weary soul,
On Thee when sorrows rise-

On Thee, when waves of trouble roll
M y fainting hope relies.

To Thee I tell each rising grief,
For Thou alone canst heal;

Thy word can bring a sweet relief
For every pain I feel.

But oh, when gloomy doubts prevail,
I fear to call Thee mine !

The springs of comfort seem to fail,
And all my hopes decline.

Yet, gracious God, where shall I flee?
Thou art mine only trust;

And still my soul would cleave to Thee,
Though prostrate in the dust.

Hast Thou not bid me seek Thy face?
And shall J seek in vain ?

And can the ear of sovereign grace
Be deaf when I complain?

No ! still the ear of sovereign grace
Attends the mourner's prayer;

o may I ever find access
To breathe my sorrows there.

Thy mercy-scat is open still ;
There let my soul retreat,

With humble hope attend Thy will,
And wait beneath Thy feet!

Anne Steele, 1760.
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CURRENT TOPICS

EDITOR'S THANKSGIVING
We wish to express our thanksgiving to Almig-hty God for all His

mercies and blessings vouchsafed to us during the opening months
of this year. He has brought us through when we had reached
what has been called the allotted span of life, and has graciously
restored us to life and health again. He has, as it were, said,
" This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the
Son of God might be glorified thereby" (John 11 : 4). May it indeed
be all to His glory.

We wish to thank all those friends who so kindly remembered
Mrs. Sykes and myself and family in prayer during the days of
anxiety. We have greatly valued these remembrances, and ask our
friends, if God so leads their hearts, to join with us in heartfelt
thanksgiving to God, and also in prayer for I..Jis help and guidance
in the days to come, especially in the work of The Gasper Magazine.

We are particularly grateful to the REV. HAROLD R. H. HILL, of
Cambridge, who has so readily and so devotedly edited the Maga
zine in the emergency.
" TRANQUILLITY"

The Home of Rest at Torquay, known as "Tranquillity," where
we have recently had the privilege of staying, was given and en
dowed by Dame Violet E. Wills. D.B.E. as a Home of Rest for
clergy. It is beautifully situated overlooking the bay at Torquay,
and is a delightful place from which many clergy have benefited
since its opening in April, 1924.

We were very interested to read the inscription at the entrance.
I t was as follows:

THIS HOME OF REST WAS GIVEN AND ENDOWED
BY VIOLET E. WILLS

IN MEMORY OF THOSE CLERGY WHO HAVE
FAITHFULLY PREACHED THE

WORD OF GOD
AND FOR THE REST AND REFRESHMENT OF THOSE

WHO ARE STRIVING TO DO THE SAME
THE HOME WAS DEDICATED BY

WILLIAM, BISHOP OF EXETER
ROBERT, BISHOP OF CREDITON

12 APRIL, 1924
"PREACH THE WORD"

"THE ENTRANCE OF THY WORDS GIVETI-I LIGHT"
"MY WORDS SHALL NOT PASS AWAY"
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Dame Violet, who is a great lover of the Scriptures, recently, at
the age of 93, fell and broke her thigh (she had previously broken
the other thigh); she is stated to be making good progress and to
be wonderfully sustained in spirit. Those clergy who have benefited
from the wonderful rest and refreshment of "Tranquillity" will both
thank God for Dame Violet's benefaction and also remember God's
servant in prayer at this time.
WILLIAM OF ORANGE

On a recent visit to Brixham (S. Devon) we were interested to
see again the Statue of William, Prince of Orange (afterwards
William Ill).

The inscription was as follows:

WILLIAM
PRINCE OF ORANGE

AFTERWARDS

WILLIAM In
KING OF GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND

LANDED NEAR THIS SPOT

5th NOVEMBER, 1688
AND ISSUED HIS F'AMOUS DECLARATION

"THE LIBERTIES OF ENGLAND
AND

THE PROTESTANT RELIGION
T WTT.T. MATNTAIN."

GEORGE WHITEFIELD AT TWENTY-FOUR
., The Searcher of all hearts alone knows what agonies my poor

soul has undergone since my retirement from the world. The re
membrance of my past sins has overwhelmed my soul. and caused
tears to be my meat day and night: but I look to Him whom
I have pierced. I was enabled to see the freeness and riches of His
grace, the infiniteness and eternity of His love; and my soul received
comfort.

" Oh, the excellency of the doctrine of election, and of the saints'
final perseverance, to those who are truly sealed by the Spirit of
promise. I am persuaded till a man comes to believe and feel these
important truths that he cannot come out of himself; but when
convinced of these and assured of the application of them to his own
heart, he then walks by faith indeed, not to himself, but in the Son
of God. Love, not fear, constrain him to obedience. . . . Why
should we desire to plead for a righteousness of our own, and cry
up free-will, when we have an infinitely better righteousness than
our own to appear in, and a God that will crown us with eternal
glory, working in us both to will and to do after His good pleasure? "
-The Rev. George Whitefield, August, 1739, when sailing to
America, aged 24.
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CHURCH OF ENGLAND IN DANGER

A 1959 SUMMARY OF OUTSTANDING DANGERS IN THE PROPOSED
NEW CANONS

(This is a newly revised Summary by the Truth and Faith Com
mittee. We have added sub-headings.-Ed.).

Many people who have not the time to make a detailed study
of the proposed new Canons, or to follow their progress through all
stages from start to finish, have asked for a brief statement of the
salient facts which have aroused Protestant Evange1icals to oppose
them.

The doctrine and worship of the Church of England are ground
ed in Holy Scripture. Below are listed some of the new Canons
which as at present proposed, undermine that sure foundation, or
promote teachin~ which is contrary to Holy Scripture.

RULE OF FAITH.-The first draft of Canon 5 in 1947 stated that the
" doctrine of the Church of England is grounded in the Holy Scrip
tures and in the teachin~ of the ancient Fathers and Councils of
the Church..." In the course of the years since 1947 it has been
amended more than once. The last amendment was worded to
make it plain that only such teaching of the Fathers and Councils
as is agreeable to Holy Scripture may be quoted as the teaching of
the Church of England. We are anxious to secure that the Bible
alone shall be honoured as the authority in every question of faith
and order, so that the Church of England shall continue in purity
of doctrine and practice.

MASS VESTMENTS.-Canon 17 will allow clergy to wear the cus
tomary vestments of a priest saying Mass. In the Bible (Hebrews
1 : 3), it is stated that when Christ" had by Himself purged our sins
(He) sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high." His
offering of Himself was the one, full, perfect, and sufficient sac
rifice, oblation and satisfaction. Therefore permission to use vest
ments, which are significant of the doctrine of the Sacrifice of the
Mass, should not be allowed at all.

At the January 1958 meetings of the Convocations of Canterbury
and York this Canon was considered again. A group of Evangelical
clergy made a faithful witness against Mass Vestments being legal
ised in the Church of England. However, the Convocations ~ave

general approval to the Canon, and passed it to the House of Laity
for further examination. The legal advisers to Convocation have
said that vestments are at present illegal.

For further information about this Canon, and the whole ques
tion of Vestments in the Church of England at, and since, the
Reformation, the Truth and Faith Committee has produced a
booklet entitled, "Why Mass Vestments? "
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USE OF WAFFJRs.-Canon 26 will, if passed, provide that wafers
may be used at the Holy Communion. This goes contrary to the
Scriptural way of " breaking bread," and destroys the symbolism of
the loaf. It is also a departure from the existing requirement of
the Book of Common Prayer, that bread shall be used. Wafers are
used by those who believe in the presence of Christ's body and blood
in the elements, because they are less likely .to drop crumbs.

In January 1958 the phase ordering the use of "bread, whether
loaf or wafer" was changed to "bread, whether leavened or un
leavened," and in that form referred to the House of Laity.

This Canon also specifies that the wine must be "fermented."
There are many people who have strong objections to this, for con
science sake.

THE CONFESSIONAL.-CanOn 35a and Canon 65 will greatly facili
tate the setting up of the Confessional throughou t the parishes of
our land. The Bible teaches that there is only one Mediator, the
Lord Jesus Christ, through whom confessions should be made. To
make rules [or the habitual intervention of a human priest is un
scriptural, and wrong.

LATIN SERV lCEs.-Canon 51 opens the way for the use of Latin in
the services of the Church to be extended. Services conducted in
that dead language at best can only be an intellectual exercise, and,
at the worst, will become an empty and meaningless performance.
The Bible teaches that five words with the understanding are better
than ten thousand in an unknown tongue (I Corinthians 14).

The legal advisers have declared the extension of the use of
Latin in worship to be contrary to the 1662 Act of Uniformity.

Despite efforts to prevent this extension of the use of Latin, the
Convocation of Canterbury voted in favour of proceeding with the
proposal, when the Canon was consider·ed in January 1958.

LIMITS TO PREACHING.-Canon 59 is so phrased that it will severe
ly limit the ordained ministers of the Church of England in exer
cising their preaching gifts. The Scriptures give our Lord's in
struction to go into all the world and preach. We must obey God.

STONE ALTARs.-Canon 97 makes provision for the erection of
stone tables. We ask, "Whoever heard of a stone table being used
regularly for meals?" A stone Altar is essential for the Mass. In
the explanation of this Canon the original Report (1947) referred
freely to "stone Altars."

Promise of Obedience- Canon 69a requiring an unqualified
promise to every Canon already made, or devised and promulgated
in the future, was deleted at the Convocation of Canterbury, and
withdrawn at the Convocation of York in January 1958. The legal
advisers had said it was misconceived.

CANONS CONTRARY TO THE LAw.-Before the Convocations start
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to consider a Canon on what is called Stage 2, it has to be examined
by legal advisers to the Convocations. They report on the legality of
the contents of each Canon. Of the above Canons, those with
reference to Vestments, Wafers, Latin Services. have all been de
clared by the legal advisers, to be contrary to the Law as it "now
stands.

For more details and other literature write to

THE TRUTH AND FAITH COMMITTEE,

Rev. Donald R. Hill, Hon. Secretary,
clo The Rectory, Whinburgh, Dereham, Norfolk.

FORTHCOMING MEETINGS

TRINITARIAN BIBLE SOCIETY, TUESDAY, MAY 26th

The 128th Annual Meeting- will be held (D.V.) in Caxton Hall,
Westminster, at 6.30 p.m. on Tuesday, May 26th. The Chairman
will be the Rev. W. Dodgson Sykes (President), and the Speakers
the Rev. Charles Pridmore and Mr. Charles SJeeman. All friends
are invited.

EVANGELICAL LIBRARY ANNUAL LECTURE.
THURSDAY, JUNE 18th

The Annual Lecture of the Evangelical Library will (D.V.) be
given at 6.30 p.m. on Thursday, June 18th, 1959, at the Welsh
Church, 82a, Chiltern Street, London, W.l.

The subject will be "Contending for the Faith" (the Story of
the Scottish Covenanters).

Dr. Martyn-Lloyd-Jones will be the Chairman.

The Spring Bulletin of the Evangelical Library is devoted to
Daniel Rowland (1713-1790), the great Welsh preacher of Llang
eitho.

Rowland and other contemporary preachers are referred to as
" men who acknowledged the absolute sovereignty of God" and as
opposing the view that the Gospel was conditioned, depending on
the will and assent of man.
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SERMONS & NOTES OF SERMONS

"CRUCIFIED WITH CHRIST"

A SERMON BY THE REV. J. BATTERSBY (Sheffield)

lThis sermon on Gal. 2 : 20 we regard as a valuable exposition of
what the author says" is not an easy text to preach from." To aid
in the reading we have inserted sub-headings and have largely re
paragraphed the whole.-Editor.J

" 1 am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but
Christ liveth in me: and the Life which I now live in the
flesh I live by the Faith of the Son of God, Who loved me
and gave Himself for me."-Galatians 2 : 20.

THE Apostle had preached to the Galatians the pure Gospel which
he had received from God, and not from man. "I certify you,
brethren, that the Gospel which was preached of me is not after man.
For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the
revelation of Jesus Christ" (Gal. 1: 11, 12). It was indeed the
glorious Gospel of God which he had preached to the Galatians.
But how very soon there arose troublers in the Church of Galatia,
persons who would pervert the simplicity of the Gospel which the
Apostle had preached. The Apostle expresses his astonishment at
the Galatians, when he says-" I marvel that ye are so soon re
moved from Him that called you into the grace of Christ unto
ano1her Gospel: which is not another; but there be some that
trouble you, and would pervert the Gospel of Christ" (Gal. 1 : 6, 7).

We gather from other parts of this Epistle in what particular
respect it was that these troublers wished to pervert the Gospel.
You read in the 4th chapter and the 9th verse: "But now, after that
ye have known God, or rather are known of God, how turn ye
again to the weak and beggarly elements, whereunto ye desire again
to be in bondage? Ye observe days, and months, and times, and
years. I am .afraid of you, lest I have bestowed upon you labour in
vain." And again in the 6th chapter and the 12th verse: "As
many as desire to make a fair show in the flesh, they constrain
you to be circumcised; only lest they should suffer persecution for
the Cross of Christ." Here then, you see, in what particular respect
there was a declension amongst those Christian Galatians. They
wished to add Judaism to Christ's work and Christ's Gospel. The
Judaizers in the Church of Galatia answer well to the Ritualists of
the l,?resent day in our own Church.

But the Apostle, in the chapter whence the text is taken, says in
the 16th verse: "Knowing that a man is not justified by the works
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of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed
in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ,
and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law
shall no flesh be justified." Now, according to these words, admit
ting that the law of ODd is perfect, just, and holy, and that a man
wishes to go to heaven by keeping the law, or to be justified by
the works of the law, the Apostle tells us that he cannot, and that
in the sight of God no flesh- can be justified by the works of law,
that this door to heaven is closed, and closed for ever.

" But if, while we seek to be justified bv Christ, we ourselves also
are found sinners, is therefore Christ the Minister of sin;' God
forbid." On the contrary: He is the Minister of righteousness, and
of goodness, and of mercy, and of grace. "For if I build again the
things which I destroyed, I make myself a transgressor." If T wish to
build up Judaism again and to add this to the Gospel, "I make
myself a transgressor. For I through the law am dead to the law
that I might live unto God." How is this? The Apostle himself
tells us how he became dead to law. Read the 2nd verse of the
8th chapter of his Epistle to the Romans. "For the law of the
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin
and death." These are plain words. The law of the Spirit of life in
Christ Jesus is the Gospel. This law of the Spirit sets me free from
the law of works. The law of works could show me God's just
requirements, but it could give me no power to perform them.
By the law is the knowledge of sin. The law condemns the least
failure, and death is the consequence. Now the Gospel reveals to
me that I have been put to death with Christ on the accursed tree.

It is the object of the Apostle to show this in the words of, our
text. Let us read them carefully. "I am crucified with Christ:
nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life
which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God,
Who loved me and gave Himself for me." Just allow me to give
you a more literal translation of this verse. It is not my own, but it
is one of great authority, and runs thus: "I have been crucified
with Christ: and I live no longer, but Christ liveth in me: and the
life which I now live in the flesh I live in faith of the Son of Cod,
Who loved me and delivered Himself up for me." It is according
to this translation I propose to consider our text; for whilst the
passage is thus rendered more literally, the sense also is more
apparent.

TI1e text is not, by any means, an easy one to preach from. I
state this, because I may not be able to make everything clear, to
your minds which I may say abollt it. However, I shall say what
I have in my own mind upon it as God may enable me; and
I trust that you will think about it as God the Holy Ghost may
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enable you. I hope God will be in our midst and give us' a rich
blessing this evening.

The FIRST point to which I shall call your attention is Paul's
death. « I have been crucified with Christ; and I live no longer."

SECONDLy-Paufs life. Christ lives in him; « and the life which
I now Tive in the flesh I live in faith of the Son of Gord."

THIRDLy-the cause of this death, and of this life in Paul. « Who
loved me and delivered himself up for me."

Sometimes clear divisions of a subject enable us to p;et at the
whole more easily and clearly than if we had no divisions. I hope
it may be so on the present occasion. I think you will remember
the three divisions which I have given you.

L-PAUL'S DEATH

First, I hen, Paufs death, or in what sense did' he die. He said
re I have been crucified with Christ; and I live no longer." I" what
sense was Paul crucified with Christ? He was not crucified with
Christ in the same way that the two thieves were crucified with
Christ, the one on the right hand and the other on the left,. Now,
it was not in this way that Paul was crucified with Christ. B~t it
appears to me that the sense is this-that he was crucified ,with
Christ, Christ heing a jJUbhc person, the Head ,and Representative
of the whole Church or family of God.

Adam was a public person, and the representative of all his
family. And what has the whole family received from him as their
head and representative? He sinned, and they sinned with him.
He was condemned as the consequence, and they with him. He
died and they died with him. So that whatever belon,ged to Adam as
a public 'person belonged to all his descendants. This is Adamic
union; we were one with him and he with us. '

N~w this may serve as an illustration. We find in the 5th dlilpter
of St. Paul's Epistle to the Romans, that Ada.m was a type or
figure" of Him that was to come. Now, the" Him that was to come"
was Christ Jesus the Lord; and as Adam was a public person. and
the head of his family, so Christ was a public person, and the Head
of His family. Thus, then, when Christ was crucified on Ca!vary,
all His de"scendants were crucified with Him; when He died they
died. '

Let us see now whether this is really the teaching of God's
Word. It is in this sense I understand that 6th chapter of St. Paul's
Epistle to the Romans. And, if I be wrong, my brethren, yo,u can
examine the Scriptures for yourselves, and test what I say by them.
These a.re the words at the 5th verse: "We have been planted
to,gether in the likeness of His death." We have died with Him.
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The idea is this, that we have become grown together with the
likeness of Christ's death, and surely we shall be also with the like
ness of His resurrection. "Knowing this, that our old man is
crucified with Him "-or, rather, was crucified with Him-" that
the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not
serve sin. For he that is dead "-or, he that died-" is free from
sin," or has been made free from sin. "Now if we dead with
Christ "-or, if we died with Christ-" we believe that we shall
also live with Him: knowing that Christ being raised from the dead
dieth no more; death hath no more dominion over Him. For in
that He died, He died unto sin once: but in that He liveth, He
liveth unto God." "Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead
indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord."
Here you have crucifixion, death, and life all connected with the
Lord Jesus Christ. The Apostle, speaking of his own crucifixion and
death says, "I have been crucified with Christ, and I live no
longer." Paul had been crucified and put to death with the Lord
Jesus Christ on Calvary; and this great f.act which he realized in
his own soul yielded him great comfort and consolation.

Looking again at this subject, we find the Apostle gloried ex
ceedingly, not only in the great work which had been accomplished
on the Cross, but that it had been revealed to his soul.

In this very Epistle, the 6th chapter and the 14th verse, he says:
"God forbid that I should glory, save in the Cross of our Lord
Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto
the world." Now you see that he gloried in the Cross of Christ;
and well he might, for whilst he himself had been put to death
to the world with Christ on Calvary the world had also been put to
death to him with Christ. And not only so, but we find that he
had been crucified with Christ to the law-his first husband, and
the law-his first husband-had been crucified with Christ to him.
Hence, he no longer lives to the law, nor does the law exercise
lordship over him. Jesus had revealed to him that his first husband
was dead, and that he was now married unto another.

You have this marriage contract stated in the 7th chapter of St.
Paul's Epistle to the Romans. The Apostle reasons thus in the first
few verse&-" Know ye not, brethren (for I speak to them that
know the law), how that the Jaw hath dominion over a man as long
as he liveth?" For" the woman which hath a husband is bound
by the law to her husband so long as he liveth." But if the
husband be dead she is loosed from the law of her husband, and
"she is no adulteress though she be married to another man."
The Apostle applies the illustration thus: "Now we have become
dead to the law by the body of Christ, that we should be married
to another, even to Him Who is raised from the dead, that we
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should bring forth fruit unto Cod." Thus, then, every person
that has been crucified with Christ is dead to the law, and the law
is dead to him. The world has been crucified to him, and he has
been crucified to the world with Christ.

The Apostle had this glorious truth revealed to him, that he was
not bound to keep the law of the first husband, he being dead, but
he was bound to keep the law of the second husband, he being
alive. The law was the first husband, but Christ was the second.
The first husband was just and righteous in all his claims, but the
wife could not yield the obedience required. The first husband
died, and she is married to the second-even to the Lord Jesus
Christ. He declares unto her-" I am married unto thee, and I
have endowed thee, not only with all my worldly goods, but with all
my spiritual and eternal goods." This second marriage is one of joy
and delight, and the fruit is praise and thanksgiving to God. Paul
had been crucified with Christ, and was alive no longer. It was old
Paul that lived no longer. He felt ashamed of what he had been
before his conversion. He says, " I was a persecutor, and I was a
blasphemer-lhat is what I was; but now I, Paul, the blasphemer
I, Paul, the persecutor-live no longer. I have been put to death."

Again, if y011 will read the 3rd chapter of his Epistle to the
Philippians, y011 will find that he there speaks of his goodness, or of
his supposed goodness, hefore his conversion. "Though I might
also have confidence in the nesh. l[ any othcr man thinketh that he
hath whereof he mighl lrll.';l in lhe nesh, J more." Now, he
reckons up the lhings... CircIlllIcisecl lhe pighth day,"-a religious
ordinance,-" of the stock of Isr;lcl, of tlw tribe of Benjamin, a
Hebrew of the Hebrews." I'm!' blood ran in his veins, he was a real
Jew. "As touching the law, ;1 I'klrisee; concerning zeal, persecuting
the Church; touching the righ l<'Ollsness which is the law, blameless."
But I desire to live no longer in this way. I know that all this is
Paul in the Aesh, hut T have been crucified with Christ. And now
"what things were ,gain lo mc, those I counted lost for Christ."
You see that Paid h;)d been put to death, with all his religious
goodness. What ;)grand thing' this is, for the whole a man's religious
goodness to be si;) in?

"We bear about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that
the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body. For we
which live, or are alive in Christ, are alway delivered unto death.
for Jesus' sake, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest
in our mortal flesh" (II Cor. 4: 10, 11). All creature efforts and
fleshly doings are alway delivered unto death. Crucifixion and
death have passed upon the old man. Hence, the Apostle says in
this Epistle, the 5th chapter and the 24th verse: "And they 'that
are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts."
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Yes! the man who has been crucified with Christ, and who has had
this fact revealed to his soul, desires to die daily unto sin, and to
live unto God. This is the newness of life in Christ Jesus. "I have
been crucified with Christ, and I live no longer."

Now, my brethren, before proceeding with the second point, may
I ask what evidence have you that you have been crucified with
Christ? Has God made a revelation of this to your souls? He does
to all those whom He takes to Himself. Is there conformity, or is
there a desire for conformity in your soul to Christ? Is there a
longing to die unto sin? Sin is, indeed, a thorn in the flesh. You
know that it is very difficult to get a thorn out of the flesh. You
can feel it though you cannot always find it. I have seen persons
try a long time to extract a thorn, and fail. Now, in-dwelling sin is
the thorn of thorns which remains in the flesh. It cannot be ex
tracted. Prayers are unable to take it away. Grace alone is sufficient
to support us under its prickings and pains. When this earthly
tabernacle is taken down, then the thorn shall be removed. This
mortal body must fail, and then all the thorns shall be taken out of
the flesh. In the meanwhile our defence, strength, and support
is grace.

II.-PAUL'S LIFE

I shall now proceed to consider my second point-" Paul's life."
He had been crucified with Christ and was alive no longer in the
sense we have already explained. Paul was dead, and yet Paul was
alive. cc Christ lives in me." This is new life. The Apostle had this
secret revealed in him: Hence, he can say" Christ lives in me;
and the life which I now live in the flesh I live in faith of the s'on
of God." "This is my life now." What a privilege it is to " live in
faith of the Son of God." Christ Jesus is declared in God's Word
to be "the Prince of life." He is the life, and" the life is the light
of men" (John 1 : 4). When He came as life into the Apostle He
gave him light and understanding within.

Eternal Life is in Christ. With Him is the fountain of life. You
will remember His words to Martha in the 11 th chapter of St.
John'S Gospel. He says, "I am the resurrection and the life"
the life-" He that believeth in Me, though he were dead, yet shall
he live." Though he die, yet will he live. "And whosoever liveth
and believeth in Me shall never die." He shall never! never! never
die! "Believest thou this?" The person who enjoys this life in
himself can say with one of old, " I know that my Redeemer liveth,
and that He shall stand at the latter day upon the earth; and though
after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see
God." God in Christ, "Whom I shall see for myself, and mine eyes
shall behold, and not another."

Christ lived in Paul, in Job, and now He lives in every believer.
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"He that hath the Son hath life, and he that hath not the Son
hath not life." "This is eternal life to know Thee, the only true
God, and Jesus Christ, Whom thou hast sent." "Jesus is the true
God and Eternal Life." "Christ liveth in me," says the Apostle;
"He liveth in me," He is-not a dead Christ in me, but-a living
Christ, a realized Christ, and an enjoyed Christ. "For me to live
is Christ."

How did Christ live in the Apostle? The answer is in the 5th of
Romans and the 18th verse as cc The justification ollile." Now the
justification of life under the Gospel is just the opposite of the con
demnation of death under the law. "To those which are in Christ
Jesus, there is now no condemnation. They are justified in Christ."
"By Him all that believe are justified from all things, from which
they could not be justified by the law of Moses" (Acts 13: 39).
Now this justification of life which they have renders them dead to
law, to sin, and to the world, but alive unto God in Christ Jesus
our Lord. They died in and with Christ, and now they are alive
in Christ. He has risen from the dead, and they in Him. He i~

alive for evermore, and they live and walk in the newness of His life.
Christ is the life of justification in all believers.

Again, Christ is the lile 01 holiness and of sanctification in the
Apostle. "Some of you may be thinking that it does not matter
how we live if what the preacher is saying be true." Now, beloved,
I am not resting upon a legal nor yet upon an evangelical holiness
of my own performing. It is not my life of holiness and goodness
that God accepts, but the life of holiness and sanctification of His
own dear SoOn. This is the holiness and sanctification of life which
I want to be more manifested in me and by me. When sin abounds
within, I want grace much more to abound to the overwhelming
of inward corruption. I want to know more of heing really one
with Christ, and Christ with me. T want to realize more of Christ
living in me the life of holiness and sanctification. "Christ lives in
me." Christ living in me is my joy. my peace, and my hope. Christ's
joy remains in all believers, that their joy may be full (John 15 : 11).
A livin,!:'; Christ fills living souls with joy unspeakable, and full of
glory. He produces within a felt peace which passeth all under
standing. They have a hope which enters into that within the veil.
My brethren, we are not ashamed to acknowledge, but, on the
contrary, we rather rejoice to give utterance to the fact, that persons
who have Christ living in them, rely, not in any sense upon their
own life, but entirely, completely, and everlastingly. upon the life
of Christ. Christ lives for me, Christ lives in me; God grant that
He may live by me.

Now, let us dwell a little upon Paul's manner of life. cc The hfe
which I no'W live in the flesh I live in faith of the Son of God."
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He did not wish to know much about his manner of life before
conversion, but of that manner of life which he lived by virtue of
Christ living in him. Paul is now alive. He says, "The life which
I now live in the flesh." Notice the expression. It is not according
to the flesh, nor after the flesh. The Apostle Paul makes a very
beautiful distinction in the 8th chapter of his Epistle to the Romans,
between being in the flesh, and livin~ and walkin~ after the flesh.
We are all naturally in the flesh, but believers do not live after the
flesh. Read the 5th verse: "They that are aftrr the flesh do mind the
things of the flesh: but they that are af/{'r the spirit the things of
the spirit. For to be carnally-minded is death; but to be spiritually
minded is life and peace. Because the rarnal mind is enmity against
God: for it is not subject to the law of Gael, neither indeed can be."
There are some persons who differ from Paul's opinion of human
nature. I think he is right. "So then th\;y that are in the flesh
cannot please God." They are unre~enerate, and know not the
Lord.

But those who are after the spirit, thou~h in this mortal body
that is, in the flesh-they please God, and desire to walk unto all
pleasing, doin~ those things which are pleasing in His sight (I John
2 : 22). The life which they now live they live in faith of the Son of
God.

Read the list of worthies in the 11 th chapter of the Epistle to the
Hebrews. You may begin with Abel, and follow on with Enoch,
Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, and a host of others.
These all lived in faith of the Son of God. They had an eye to the
promise-to Christ. "Wherefore seeing' we also are compnssed about
with so great a cloud of witnesses." What did they witness to, but
to the effectual working of soverei~n grace in their own souls?
"Seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of
witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so
easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set
before us." Under the old dispensation the saints of God lived in
faith of a comin~ Saviour. They were not disappointed. He came in
the fulness of time, and accomplished the great work of eternal
redemption, and then ascended to His Father.

The saints under the gospel dispensation live in this faith. It is
the faith of which Christ is the founder and finisher. Hence,
" looking unto Jesus the Author and Finisher of our faith." Now
you see in whose faith it is the believer lives. It is not the faith of a
creature. It is not the faith of a minister. But it is that faith which
has Christ himself for its Author and its Finisher. I live in faith of
the Son of God. As a poor sinful creature I am nothin~ at all, but
Christ living in me, I live in faith of Him. Believers can say" that
none of us liveth to himself, and no man dieth to himself. For
whether we live, we live unto the Lord; and whether we die, we die
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unto the Lord; whether we live therefore, or die, we are the Lord's"
(Rom. Ic~ : 7. H). My beloved, if we be Christ's, it is well with us
now, it will he well with us hereafter, and for evermore. My present
life is Christ's. my death will bring me the richest gain. I live in this
mort;l1 (lesh for a little while, but soon I shall live with Him in glory.
1 Jive in faith of the Son of God. Remember the greatness of this
Person. the Son of Goel. His Heavenly Father is always pleased with
Him. May we be enabled by the Holy Ghost" to come into the
unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a
perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fu Iness of
Christ" (Eph. 4: 13).

1II.-THE CAUSE

I shall now hasten on ancl take up my Third; Point-The cause of
Paul's death, and of Paul's life. "He loved me, and delivered
Himself up for me." Now this is the cause which the Apostle him
self assigned. "He loved me."

Christ loved mc, says Paul. T wish you to notice the personality
of these words. "M e." T do so dislike the way which some have of
lumping religion. But I do like religion that is personal; U Me": my
Cod, my Saviour. This comes home. "Christ loved me."

"But I loved Christ first, and then He loved me." This appears
to be the way some would put the Gospel, but it is the wrong way.
The order is the other way. "We love Him because He first loved
us." God loved us in Christ. He displayed His love towards us
through Christ. His love for us from eternity, and is to eternity.
The greatest manifestation of it was when He was here upon earth.

As to the vastness of Christ's love in its length and breadth, and
depth, and height, let us read one or two passages. Turn to the
3rd chapter of St. Paul's Epistle to the Ephesians, the 17th verse:
"That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being
rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all
saints what is the breadth. and length. and depth, and hei.ght; and
to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge. that ye might
be filled with all the fulness of God." Here the love of Christ is
described; its heights are in the heavens; its depths are deeper than
hell; its breadths COver the sins and transgressions of ruined sinners.
Its lengths reach the helpless ancl lost in their misery. The loving
arm of Jesus is long and strong. He lifts the begg.ar from the dung
hill-upholds him in the wilderness, and finally places him on high.
Whpn Joh speaks of the perfections of God. his words agree well
with St. Paul's. "Canst thou by searching find out Gael? Canst
thou finel out the Almighty unto perfection?" The perfection of
His love. and the perfection of His mercv. "It is as high as heaven:
what caost thou do? deeper than hell; what canst thou know?
The measure thereof is longer than the earth, and broader than
the sea." Oh! to know the love of Christ.
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Now the Apostle says: " He loved me, and gave Himself for me."
" I was one of the worst, a persecutor of the Church of God. I was
a blasphemer, I was wild with rage, and persecuted Christ and His
disciples exceedingly; yet, He loved me." My brethren, I have no
doubt but that some of you who are here this evening will be able
to say" He loved me." You will be able to look back to the time
when the Lord was pleased to show you that He loved you, before
you loved Him.

In speaking still further upon this love of the Lord Jesus Christ
we have to say that His love never changes. St. John says in the
13th chapter of his Gospel, and the 1st verse: "Having loved His
own which were in the world, He loved them unto the end." He
never gave up the least work which His Father had .l!;iven Him to do
on their behalf, but He did it all for them. ,< Tle loved them unto
the end." He loved them unto the death. His lo\'!' cost Him His
life. Now, the Apostle says: « He {oiler! 1nJ'.·· Yes, :1I1d He loved
the Church. In the 5th chapter of St. Paul's Epistle to tile' Ephesians.
and the 23rd verse, we read these words: "Christ is the Head of
the Church: and He is the Saviour of the body. Christ loved the
Church, and gave Himself for it; that He might sanctify and cleanse
it with the washing of water by the Word, that He might present it
to Himself a glorious Church, not having spot. or wrinkle. or any
such thing; but that it should be holy and withollt blemish." Christ
loved His bride, and did all for her that she might be complete and
perfect in Him before God.

How privileged is that man or that woman who can say from the
heart-I know that Christ has loved me and that I love Him. My
beloved is mine and I am His. The Saviour's love has been shed
abroad in my heart by the Holy Ghost which is given unto mc. I
have tasted the sweetness of the love of Christ. It is a blessed
assurance to me now. "Christ loved me." I know it and feel it in
my own soul. "The love of Christ constraineth mc."

But to speak in the way you do, say some. will lead persons into
carelessness and indifference. I can tell you that the only thing that
ever leads me into the right way is the love of God displayed in
Christ, and reve.aled by the power of the Holy Ghost to my own soul.
I can tell you also that there is no love-no desire for sin in the new
man, but there is always a great love, and a great desire for sin in the
old man: hence, the Christian conflict. Corruption can never do
with practical and experimental religion. It is always for improving
itself, but it never improves. Now, my friends, what know you about
these things? I am quite sure some of you do know the secrets of
real religion or you would not be here this evening. When we come
together after this sort, it is to speak and to hear of the love of Christ.
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It is not to delivcr ;111 Ilara\lgue for your amusement but to magnify
the love of Ililll wlio lias all fulness of love in Himself.

Ill': 1)1'.1.1\'1<:1(1<:1) HIMSELF UP FOR ME

Now for the f)fOOf of Clirisl's love. « He loved me, and deliv.ered
Him.Hilf Uf! for nu:." lie tidilJ{'rcd up Himself as the proof of His
10V('. Ik did \lot find a suhstitllte to do His work.

] n the first chapter of tli is 1':pistJc, and at the 4th verse, you read
these words: "Who galJ(' lIimsr'lf for our sins, that He might
deliver us from this present evil world, according to the will of God
and our Father." Now you S('l' what He came for. It was "to
deliver us from this present evil world." No one else could deliver
LIS. Herein then is a proof of Christ's love.

He gave Himself al.ro as a muificc for us. Remember these words.
He gave Himself as a sacrifice to God for us. He was the burnt
offering that was offered up-a SWl'ct savour unto the Lord. In that
5th chapter of St. Paul's Epistle to tlie Ephesians, and at the 2nd
verse, you read: "And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us,
and hath given Himself for us an olTering and a sacrifice to God for
a sweet smelling savour." It is this onc sacrifice of Christ, the one
atonement of the Lord Jesus, the onc whole burnt-offering, with
which God Himself is well pleased. Christ is " a sacrifice to God for
a sweet smelling savour." VVe come before God in the sweet smelling
savour of Christ. We come before Hi m th rough the perfect atone
ment of the Lamb that was slain. God Himself is well pleased with
Christ's work, and if He be pleased shall not wc say that we His
children are also pleased with the same? Christ has borne our sins
in His own body on the tree (1 Peter 2 : 24). Wc go back to Calvary
and say, "Behold the love of Christ." "When wc were yet without
strength in due time Christ died for the ungodly." "While we were
yet sinners, Christ died for us" (Rom. 5).

"Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were an offering far too small;

Love so amazin.~. so divine,
D('mands my life, my soul, my all! "

lsaac Watts, 1709.

We glory in Christ. Wc boast of His work. We rejoice in His love.
We are not ashamed of His GospeL for it is Gael's power unto
salv.ation. Goel has appoi nteel liS to obtain salvation through the
blood of Jesus. St. Paul. when writing to the Corinthians, said,
"The preaching of the Cross is to them that perish foolishness: but
unto us which arc saved it is the power of God." And again, "We
preach Christ and Him crucified, unto the Jews a stumbling-block,
and unto the Greeks foolishness; but unto them which are called,
both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of
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God." This encouraged Paul in that 2nd chapter of the same Epistle
to say, "I am determined not to know anything among you, save
Jesus Christ, and Him crucified."

And so, in the language of the text, the Apostle having exper
enced the truth of it in his own soul, says: "I have been crucified
with Christ, and I live no longer." I have been put to death with
Him on the cross. But through His death there came life to me.
I live, but it is Christ living in me. "Do I then frustrate the grace
of God?" No such thing! On the contrary: "for if righteousness
come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain." But there is no
salvation by the law, hence Christ did not die for nought.

"0 foolish Galatians, who hath bewiched you?" Where are
those Judaizers? Where are those perverters of the Gospel? "Who
hath bewitched you. that ye should not obey the t!'llth. he fore whose
eyes Christ hath been evidently set forth. crucified among you?
This only would I learn of you. RecC'ived ye the Spirit by the
works of the law, or hy the hearing of faith;' An' ye so foolish?
Having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh?
Have ye suffered so many things in vain? if it be yet in vain. He
therefore that ministereth to you the Spirit, and workedl miracles
among- you, doeth he it by the works of the law, or by the hearing
of faith?" 0 ye foolish Galatians. Do ye not know the nature of
Christ's work on the accursed tree? Do ye not know the truth of
the Gospel? Do ye not know the nivine Spirit? Ye are saved by
grace and not by works. The law was g-iven by Moses, but grace and
truth came by Jesus Christ. To Him then, together with the Father
and the Holy Ghost, let us ascribe all the praise. and the honour, and
the glory of our salvation. both now and for evermore! AMEN!

Praise God from Whom all hlessings Row,
Praise Him all creatures here below.
Praise Him above, ye heavenliy host,
Praise Father, Son. and Holy Ghost.

July 5th. 1876.

Lord Jesus, are we ONE with Thee?
o height, 0 depth of love!

With Thee we died upon the tree.
In Thee we live above.

Ascended now in glory bright.
Still ONE with us Thou art;

Nor death, nor life, nor depth, nor height.
Thy saints and Thee can part.
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EXTRACTS FROM THE REPORT

By MR. GEOFFREY WILLIAMS

(Founder and Librarian) at the Annual Meeting, Nov. 20th, 1958
My first duty is to tdl you how the work has fared during the

year that has passed. Well, there has been no spectacular perform
ance, but there certainly has been a persistent, and I think you will
agree, a successful pressing forward over the whole rang-e of our
activities.

At our far-Hung outposts a quite sig-nificant increase in interest
is taking place. In Buenos Aires, and in Korea, where our branches
in Seoul and Pusan are thriving, in Formosa where, notwithstanding
an atmosphere of war, our Taipeh Branch goes from strength to
strength, and in Petropolis in Brazil, tile work makes constant head
way. Indeed, the borrowers at these Branches already outstrip us
at Headquarters !

MISS MADELEINE BREMOND IN THE CONGO

And now I must take you to our equatorial branch in the Congo
where our missionary, Madeleine Bremond, has built up, organised
and is fast developing no less than twelve satellite Branches around
her main station at Kasangunda. I am used to reports of the pro
gress of her work, but I was truly astounded when I received a map
of the Congo with the ramifications of her work marked. It shows
that she is gradually covering vast areas of this great country-the
almost single-handed efforts of this pioneer woman in the heart of
Africa. Just think of it--over seven years on the field without
furlough, often working almost day and night, so far without a
single single white person to share her fight to win the immortal
souls of the hea then tribes in midst she seeks to spread the Gospel
net.*

Some of you will havc read how onc of these little sable children
-a girl of eleven-was stricken with a sudden fatal illness. The
little onC' was especially clear to Madeleine Bremond and her ap
proaching death was a ,great ordeaL but the grief was turned to joy
when she heard the child S:IV to her heathen mother. "I am no
longer yoms, mother. T am going to my heavenly Father and the
Lord .Tesus is with me." Some of us have reason to appreciate
Madelcine Bremond's feelin,gs. T myself have known a tiny tot of
three and hut just able to frame her first words, gathered Home with
equal suddenness, who in that moment spoke three simple but all

* Miss Madeleine Bremond, missionary in the Congo, needs your prayers
during this time, when vicious riots and bloodshed near the several
branches are causing anxiety. Please remember her and the work at
the Throne of Grace. (Bulletin).
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important words, " Me see Jesus." If this Library can, with God's
help, be directly or indirectly the means of winning- those of tender
years to a Saviour, surely we shall have cause to praise Him who said
" For of such is the Kingdom of Heaven."

But to return and close our remarks about Madeleine Bl'emond,
I am sure you will agree that her vision, her fervour and her faith
merit not only our tribute of praise, but our utmost support.

Let us now go over to North America. Here in the United States
and Canada the Branches, with few exceptions, continue to pros
per, and our most recent Branch over there in Philadelphia is taking
quite rapid strides under the leadership of Mr. Edward Kruse.

Now I must take you to fields nearer home. In Europe we have
many Branches, but the difficulties as to development have to be
experienced to be believed. It has proved a much lighter task to
arouse interest in Christian reading in India, Africa or the Far East
than in the cities of Europe. One is almost tempted to look upon it
as the Dark Continent.

DEVELOPMENT lN FRANCE AND SPA1N

But there is an interesting- development in France and Spain. In
the former, especially, faith and interest in the Roman Catholic
Church is at, perhaps its lowest ,ebb and the nominal adherents of
that system, not excluding the Priests, are wide open to sincere
evangelical witness. Mr. Caradoc Jones, who has charg'e of our
'Paimpol Branch, has actually been approached by R.C. Priests who
are dissatisfied with things. They seek his company and his friend
ship where in his pioneer days they soug-ht to persecute him.

You have-some of you at least-read my account of the state of
things in San Sebastian, Spain. I hope you have felt your heart
moved toward those who struggle to maintain an evangelical wit
ness in the midst of spiritual isolation and subtle persecution. The
situation is pathetic, and the need for books true to the Protestant
faith (of which they are almost entirely destitute) is desperate.

To attempt a "review" of every one of our hundred Branches is
not possible at this time, but let me assure you that, allowing for the
set-backs and disappointments which accompany every pioneer
Christian effort, the general position is one of steady growth and
acknowlcdg'cd usefulness.

SUPPLYING EVANGELlCAL TRAINING PLACES

One phase of our work which bids fair to be of great construct
ive and potential value is that of supplying Evangelical Seminaries
with a balanced collection of books of Reference, of Doctrine and
Expositional works, as well as Devotional works and Biographies.
Mr. Phi lip Hermann has written:

I thought you would be interested to know that when I visited
the Yeotmal and Allahabad Bible Seminaries, warm tributes



The Gospel Magadne 239

were paid to the great help rendered by the Evangelical Library
to both these training centres, by the supply of books. So much
depends on the training of Christian men and women in India
and Pakistan, for the work of the Christian ministry, and in this
connection, the college libraries are all important. The books
you have sent are in constant use, and have added so much to
the value of the reference books at the disposal of the students.
We have valuable collections at Colleges or Seminaries in Bir-

mingham at home and overseas at :
Aix-en-Provence, in France; Allahabad and Yeotmal, in India;
Lausanne and Beatenburg, in Switzerland; Johannesburg, in S.
Africa.; Katerini, in Greece; Seoul, in Korea; Winnipeg and
Steinbach, in Canada; Tokyo, in Japan.

DR. D. MARTYN-LLOYD-]ONES

Now a word about the shaping of things at Headquarters. Need
I say that my arm is constantly being strengthened by our good
President, Dr. Lloyd-Jones, as amidst the almost overwhelming calls
on his time I prove him ever ready to spare me time when worth
while matters arise, especially in the choice of important books. I
am constantly being' helped by his shrewd and enlightened know
ledge of reformed literature; indeed it is owing in no small measure
to the wisdom of his choice that this Library is gaining such a repu
taton as the Mecca of every pilgrim who seeks the purest range of
evangelical writings.

It is significant that authors of no mean merit are both seeking
and finding source material here, some of which they fail to find
elsewhere. This phase of our activities has been evidenced recently
by authors who are writing on the subject of Revivals, others seek
out rare books from our shelves amongst the writings of
the Reformers, the Puritans and the later Evangelicals and
of those men who were endued with power from on high to
promote true Revivals. Indeed I fancy that our good friend, Mr.
lain Murray, of the Banner of Truth Trust, is going through them
with a tooth comb! He will tell you that it is to g'Ood purpose and
helps the work of that " up and coming" Publishing House of Re
formed literature. Our shelves of early ·editions of evangelical
hymn-writers compare with any loan library in the world, and I
believe that these and other sections will provide material for an
increasing number of students, authors, publicists and preachers.

A TESTIMONY

I shall not weary you by reading the scores of tributes which come
from many parts of the world, but here is just one that is typical:

"I thank God for the help which comes to me spiritually
from the reading of the good books from our library. I am a

,
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missionary. My work is in an isolated jungle area ... and
even when I come to the hills on holiday, for the most part,
the sermons which I hear in the churches are tainted with
modernism, and leave my soul unfed. How refreshing it is to
be able to enjoy and benefit from the writings of the saints of
the past."

NEW TAPE RENDERINGS OF SERMONS

You will be glad to hear of a new pioneer project upon which we
are embarking. It has been found that where preaching of a truly
evangelical character cannot be heard, great blessing (l have just
heard of a remarkable case of conversion) can result from tape
renderings of the sermons of John Bunyan, Gcorge Whill'flcld, and
men of that calibre. Well, this project was brought to a head when
Mr. R. E. Ford delivered a lecture (it really was an inspiring sermon)
almost in the words of John Bunyan. The effect was tremendous,
and Dr. Lloyd-Jones then voiced his view that tape recordings of
such sermons could meet a real need.

Tapes of the sermon have now been made, and only this week Mr.
Ford kindly read again from Bunyan and also from George White
field, so that we hope soon to have available tapes of a number of
such sermons. I solicit your prayers that these tapes may travel far
and wide, awaken poor sinners and revive and edify God's people,
especially in plaoes where the truth is not to be heard from the
pulpit.

NEED FOR MORE VOLUNTARY HELPERS

Finally, my good friends, I want you to know about and prayer
fully consider the position or my noble band of voluntary helpers
over a score of them at Headquarters-who, forming a rota, carry
on this work here. As the work grows and expands, their energies
and powers of endurance are stretched to the limit. Our Mr. Buck
nell, who with Mr. Godet is responsible for Branch work. is in des
perate need of more regular help, and the burden of organisation
and administration falling upon myself and Miss Denby presents a
real problem. My secretary is often taxed almost beyond endurance.
I cannot stress too strongly our desperate need for more voluntary
helpers and for the prompt aid of public-spirited men and women
to support this now world-wide effort to spread the Name and fame
of our Saviour through the printed page. Will you ponder in what
way and to what extent you can help? If you do it as unto Him,
I am sure you will never regret the help you render at this important
stage of our work. May He guide and constrain for His Name's
sake. GEOFFREY WILLIi\MS.
The Evangelical Library,

78a, Chiltern Street. London, W.!.




