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"ENDEAVOURING TO KEEP THE UNITY OF THE SPIRI'I11N THE BOND OF PEACE."

"JESUS CHRIST, THE SAME YESTERDAY, AND TODAY, AND FOR EVER."
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THE
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FAMILY PORTION

No. 2302
Old Series

OR, WORDS OF SPIRITUAL CAUTION, COUNSEL, AND COMFORT

" Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort
them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are

comforted of God."-2 CORINTHIANS i. 4.

ENCOURAGEMENT TO DRAW NEAR

C(Having thereforre, brethr.en, boldness to enter into the holiest by
the bib-od of Jesus, by a new and living way, which he hath
consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, his flesh;
and having a high priest over the house l of God!; LET US DRAW
NEAR with a true heart, in full assurance of faiJth, having our
hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed
with pure wa:ter."-Hebrews 10 : 19-22.

AT the close of the main part of the Epistle to the Hebrews a
wonderful encouragement (which we cannot have too often before
Ollr minds) is given to us to draw near to the Throne of Grace. It
is a very full encouragement, and is one which, we feel, might well
be the subject of a "FAMILY PORTION" designed as c(words of
Spiritual Caution, Counsel, and Comfort." May the Holy Spirit
graciously guide us in our exposition and contemplation of it! May
He apply it powerfully to our hearts and consciences.

The exhortation is to draw near, "having boldness to enter into
the holiest by the blood of Jesus." It follows upon God's covenant
to put His laws into our hearts, and to write them in our minds,
and to remember our sins and iniquities no more. "Now where re
mission of these is, there is no more offering for sin" (verses 16-18).
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For the born-again child of God there is, therefore, unrestricted
fellowship with God. With filial joy he or she can come boldly into
the holy presence of God through the Lord Jesus Christ. "For
through Him," as Paul has written, "we both have access by one
Spirit unto the Father" (Ephesians 2 : 18).

Two grounds of encouragement to draw near are particularly
stated.

I.-AN OPEN WAY

1. There is an Open Way-"having therefore, brethren, holdness
to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living
way, which He hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to
say, His flesh." The open Way is through (or, in) the blood of Jesus.

Paschal Lamb, by God appointed,
All our sins were on Thee laid;

By almighty love anointed,
Thou hast full atonement made.

All Thy people are forgiven
Through the virtue of Thy blood;

Opened is the gate of heaven;
Peace is made 'tween man and God.

A contrast had been given by the writer in referring to the Old
Testament ritual.

"The priests," he wrote, "went always into the first tabernad,'
(the Holy Place) accomplishing the service of God; but into LII<'
second (the Holiest of all) went the high priest alone once CWIV

year, not without blood, which he offered for himself, and for
the errors of the people: the Holy Ghost this signifying, that tlIt'
way into the Holiest of all was not yet macfle manzrest while :IS

the first tabernacle was yet standing" (Hebrews 9 : 6-8).
The reason is given that there were offered "both gifts and sacri fin's,
that could not make him that did the service perfect as pertainin,i.!; 10
the conscience; which stood only in meats and drinks and c1ivns
washings, and carnal ordinances, imposed on them until the tin1l' of
reformation."

But it was different when Christ had come. It was "neithN by
the blood of goats and calves, but by His own blood He entcn~d in
once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us"
(Hebrews 9: 11-12). His entry was not with the blood of animals,
but with His own blood, and the redemption was not, as with the
Jews, an an.nual redemption; it was eternal redemption. Hc entered
heaven with the merit of His atonement, and His redemption had
a real efficacy-it removed sins-it was everlasting redemption. His
sacrifice was made once for all, and it does not require to be
repeated.
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We quote a hymn of Mrs. Peters'Y' (nee Mary Bowley), who wrote
fifty-eight hymns chiefly designed to encourage the people of God :

The holiest we enter
In perfect peace with God:

Our thoughts are made to centre
In Jesus and His blood;

And while we mourn our dulness,
In thought, and word, and deed,

We glory in His fulness,
Which meets our every need.

Mary Bowley (Mrs. Peters), 1847.

II.-A GREAT HIGH PRIEST OVER THE HOUSE OF GOD

A second ground of encouragement to draw near is stated in the
words: "And havin.~ a high priest over thi! house' 01 God."

That is, indeed, a great encouragement. We have a powerful
friend at court. He is described (in the original Greek) as "a great
priest." Let us ever keep that in mind as we approach the Throne
of Grace.

Toplady wrote:
Awake! sweet gratitude, and sing

The ascended Saviour's love:
Sing how He lives to carry on

His people's cause above.

With cries and tears He offered up
His humble suit below;

But with authority He asks
Enthroned in glory now.

Augustus M. Toplady, 1771.
Well might Joseph Hart write:

And shall we in dead silence lie,
When Christ stands waiting for our prayer?

My soul, thou hast a Friend on high;
Arise, and try thy interest there.

}o'Seph Hart, 1765.
Let us give for the encouragement of every child of God the

words of Hebrews 4: 15 :

"Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed
into the heavens, JESUS THE SON OF GOD, let us hold fast our
profession. For we have not ,a high priest which cannot be
touched with the feeling of our infirmities, but was in all points
tempted like as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come

*Mrs. Peters died on July 29th, 1856, and was buried at Clifto~, BristoL
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boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and
find grace to help in time of need."

See also Hebrews 7 : 23-28.

IlL-HOW TO APPROACH

The writer of the Epistle next indicates, in view of the wonderful
truths already stated, what is a fitting and appropriate manner of
approach by those who have been experimentally taught their
privilege of approach through the blood of Jesus and by the Person
of their living and great Priest and Advocate. In giving the follow
ing four particulars of the manner of approach, the writer is not to
be regarded as laying down legal requirements, but as expressing
a suitable and fitting manner of approach, always remembering the
truth of the words of Thomas Row:

To all that venture near
In His eternal name,

His power to save, and sanctify,
Shall ever prove the same.

Thomas Row, 1822.
Here are the four particulars:
1. CCW£th a true heart," that is, with a real, genuine heart. If

the Holy Spirit has impressed on us the truths we have tried to
expound from the words of the Epistle, we will come with real
gladness of heart in the free arid ready spirit of sons and daugihters
of the Lord God Almighty.

The saints in prayer appear as one,
In word, and deed, and mind;

While with the Father and the Son
Sweet fellowship they find.

lames Montgomery, 1819.
2. CCln full assurance of fa£th," that is, in the fullest confidence of

acceptance in Christ because of His all-atoning sacrifice. The child
of God, as taught by the Holy Spirit, will come with an unqualified
confidence of a gracious reception in Christ.

As Toplady expresses the thought:

A debtor to mercy alone,
Of covenant mercy I sing;

Nor fear, with Thy righteousness on,
My person and offering to bring.

The terrors of law and of God
With me can have nothing to do;

My Saviour's obedience and blood
Hide all my transgressions from view.

Augustus M. Toplady, 1771.
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M y soul, ask what thou wilt,
Thou canst not be too bold;

Since His own blood for thee He spilt,
What else can He withhold?

197

W.D.S.

John Newton, 1779.
3. «Having our hearts sprinkled from an e,vil conscience." The

third and fourth particulars are expressed in the terms of the
Levitical rites of purification-by blood and by water. For this
third particular we may quote, "For if the blood of bulls and of
goats, and the ashes of a heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth
to the purifying of the flesh; how much more shall the blood of
Christ, Who through the eternal spirit offered Himself to God,
purge YOlur conscience from dead works to serve the living God?"
(Hebrews 9: 13-14). The Christian will expect the full effect of
Christ's sacrifice in the gracious pardon of all sin.

If sprinkled o'er thy conscience now,
How greatly loved and blest art thou;
Thousands there are who never see
His sign of peace made known to thee.

}o'hn. Kent, 1803.
4. "And o'ur bodies washed with pure water." A Christian will

come as one who has been born again, as one saved "by the washing
of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Ghost" (Titus 3 : 4-7), as
one upon whom God has "sprinkled clean water" (Ezekiel 36 : 25-27)
and to whom He has given "a new heart and a new spirit."

As Christians come in the spirit of these four particulars, they
will also desire (Hebrews 10: 23-25) (1) "to hold fast the confessioln
of our hop.e without wavering" (knowing that God is faithful that
promised), (2) '''to consider one another to arouse to [olve and good
works"-they will have a deep concern in each other's spiritual
welfare (as Mrs. Peters had, whose fifty-eight hymns we have men
tioned, "Hymns intended to help the Communion of Saints"); (3)
"not to forsake the assembling of themselves together as the manner
of some is"; but, on the contrary, they will exhort one another "so
more the more as they see the day approaching."

Lord, we see the day approaching,
When Thou wilt again appear;

Sinners still Thy g.arments touching,
Stay Th:e ~n Thy c?m~ng. h~re ..

Coming judgments round us darken,
Human hearts may fail or fear;

But to Thee alone we hearken,
"Your redemption draweth near."

Mrs. Peters (Mary Bowley), 1847.
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SERMONS & NOTES OF SERMONS

CHRIST DESIRING TO BE IN GLORY

A SERMON BY THE REV. J. H. EVANS, M.A:»

"And now, 0 Father, glorify Thou Me with Thine own self, with
the glory which I had with Thee befor'e the world was."
John 17:5.

THESE words come in strict connection with the preceding verse:
"I have glorified Thee on the earth; I have finished the work which
Thou gavest Me to do." Our blessed Lord was under a covenant
of works; He was "made under the law, that He might redeem them
that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of
sons"; and He "having finished the work," was entitled to the re
ward. It was not to Him "of grace," but "of debt"; for while
salvation is to His people all of grace from first to last, all this was
to Him as the just payment of a debt, a glorious reward that be
longed to Him.

We must beware of confounding this expression, "glorify Thou
Me," with that which occurs in the first verse-"glorify Thy Son";
they are two distinct things, and for want of duly considering it,
much confusion sometimes springs up in the mind upon this point.
In the first verse it was, "glorify Thy Son" here; in the fifth verse
it is, "glorify Thou Me" in heaven. In the first verse it was,
glorify Thy Son," in order that He may suH'er; in the ri flh verse it is,
"glorify Thy Son," because He hath suffered, and is now a sufferer
no more. In the first verse, it was a petition to this cA'cct-"Glorify
Thy Son," sustaining Him under His weakness, the weakness of His
humanity; give Him a glorious victory over His enemies, enable

* EDITOR'S NOTE.-An account of the Rev. J. H. Evans (1785-1849) was
given by Mr. John E. Haze1ton in his history ("InaJmuch") of the Aged
Pilgrims' Friend Society (pages 28-35). It includes his address as Chairman
in 1826 of the Annual Meetin,g of the A.P.F.S.

Mr. Hazelton wrote of him: "Space will not permit of details of his coming
to London in 1816 and of his settlement at John Street and the surprising
results that followed. Whilst he boldly declared the discriminating truths of
the Gospel, his preaching was thoroughly practical and experimental, espe
cially in the latter years of his ministry. He said that hc had reason to fear
that it was a common mistake to conclude that 'if we take care of principles
in religion, holy practice is sure to follow'; so, while encouraging the timid,
the tried, the perplexed, the sorrowing and the bereaved he did not neglect
warning in a solemn manner the nominal professor and the ungodly."

This is the first Sermon of Mr. Evans which we give. It was one of
fourteen sermons on John 17, sermons which are essentially expository and
full of the Lord Jesus Christ.-w.D.s,
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Him to triumph over the world, sin, and the devil, raise His body
from the dead, then take Him up to glory, and pouring forth the
blessed and promised Comforter, thereby spread His Gospel over the
earth. But here it is-"Glorify Thy Son with Thine own self, with
the glory which He had with Thee before the world was." If these
things are not kept distinct, much confusion will arise.

Here are two or three points, to which I would desire to lead your
attention; may the Holy Ghost lead our consciences to them, and
sanctify our spirits by them. First of all, I would consider that the
Word declares that our blessed Lord had a pre-existent glory with
the Father "before the world was"; then observe, secondly, that
that glory He was then in a sense without-not really so, but it was
hidden, it was not manifested; and then let us regard, thirdly, the
substance of the prayer that He offered-"O Father, glorify Thou
Me with Thine own self, with the glory which I had with Thee
before the world was."

I.-OUR BLESSED LORD HAD A PRE-EXISTENT GLORY WITH

THE FATHER

With regard to the first point, that our Lord, before His existence
as man, had a glory "before the world was," a glory "with the
Father"-if these words do not prove it, then what words can prove
it? We must entirely despair of language being able to prove such
a truth; for it never could be expressed more simply, and more
powerfully. They, therefore, who deny the pre-existent glory of our
Lord, and who assert that He is a man like ourselves. a creature of
yesterday, whose "breath is in his nostrils," do indeed "err, not
knowing the Scripture." They attempt to explain it away, by saying
that aIJ this was in purpose; that there was a glory which was
purposed by the Father to be given to the Son-we call it not
explaining Scripture, but mystifying; not unfolding, but contradict
ing; not bringing in light, but bringing in darkness; for Scripture
then would really mean nothing at all. If these words do not prove
that our Lord had a pre-existent glory with the Father before the
world was, then wc say that words are not able to express it.

But what was this glory that He had? Was it mere external glory?
-the glory of homage, the glory of adoration, the glory of worship,
the glory of praise? If even these were ever given to anyone who
was not of God, it were blasphemous worship; and of such blas
phemous worship the "man of sin" is guilty every day, and every
moment; for there is not a moment in anyone day but the man of
sin is in some way or another falIing down before a falIen woman,
and ascribing to her that which requires omnipresence, and omnis
cience, and which she having not, it may be truly said of it, that it is
most wicked service.

But the expression, "the glory which .l had with Thee," must be
far wider and more extended than this. It must mean nothing less
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than the essential glory of Deity, the perfections of God, the attri
butes of Jehovah, which the Son of God had with the Father, and
that "before the world was." We are told this truth in various
Scriptures. It is not possible for me to lay stress upon it, .as I would
wish, this morning, but this single verse always brings conviction to
my own mind: "In the beginning was the Word, and the J1/,ord
was with God, and the Word was God" : that is, when God was, the
Word was, and He was as truly God as the Father with whom He
w.as.

And so does another apostle assert in the second chapter of
Philippians, and the sixth verse-"who being in, the form of God:"
what form has God? He has confessedly no form; He is confessedly
without form; it is the first of all definitions, that He has no form:
it must mean therefore, "who being in the same Divine essence with
the Father"-"thought it not robbery to be equa1J. with Him." But
who can be "equal with God?" This very passage seems to imply a
distinction of persons; and it is part of that indirect proof upon
which I desire to lay stress, and would desire you to lay stress;
without coming to the direct proof, it proves that there are Three
Persons in the Godhead, for who can be "equal" with God the
Father, but He who is of the same nature as God the Father?

Look at all creation; what is it, compared with God? What are
all the nations of the earth? "A drop of the bucket." And what are
all the inhabitants? "Grasshoppers." What are the isles? i\ "very
little thing!" We have never yet thought ours "a very little lhing,"
yet all the isles are "as a very little thing." Yea, as the "sl1lall dust
of the balance"; of which we say that it signifies not whether it be
there or not-it makes no difference. All nations compared with
Him "arc as nothing," and "less than nothing and vanity." Oh!
then, who can be "equal with God?"

Do we look at the millions of millions of angels?-what arc they!
Look at them in their wisdom, look at them in their knowledge,
look at them in their happiness, look at them in their Jloliness
yet what are they compared with God? They arc all as nothing.
All their wisdom is as folly, compared with God's wisdom; they
know nothing, compared with what He knows. All their power is
as weakness, compared with His; for His is omnipotence. All their
holiness, compared with His holiness, is as unholiness; and all their
being, put together, is as nothing, as no being, compared with His.

Who, then, can be "equal with God"? No onc can be equal with
God the Father, but He who is of the same nature with God the
Father. And therefore when it is said, "the glory which I had with
Thee before the world was," it is not merely external worship, it is
not merely external homage (though that could never be given but
to one who was true God), but it is the possession of essential glory,
even the glory of God the Father.
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I have only just touched upon a great truth, and I cannot delay
longer on it. It is a blessed truth. I have sometimes thought that
when I come to die, that truth may be so graciously brought before
me, as that no other truth can take its place. Look well to your
views of it. Are you well established in it? have you firm hold of it?
has it firm hold of you?

Do not think the question answered by saying, "I have no specific
objection to it." A man may have no specific objection to it, and
yet he may hold the truth exceedingly loosely. He may not be able
to frame even the shadow of an argument against it; and yet he may
hold the truth with a loose hand. Are your souls built up in that
truth, that the Jesus before whom we bow the knee, is Jehovah?

When the Holy Spirit first shows a man to himself, and leads him
to Christ, it seems that most have but feeble and very indistinct
views of the person of the Lord Jesus Christ; and I think it a very
unfair question to put to a young convert, to ask him some deep
point concerning the essential Deity of the Son of God, when he has
but just been brought to rest on that Jesus that God has declared
to be the only hope of sinners, though because God has declared Him
to be their only hope, he takes Him at His word for his only hope.
But as the Holy Spirit opens a man to himself, and shows him his
sins, He shows him this truth, that if Jesus be not Jehovah, He can
be no Saviour for him; and thus I cannot rejoice unless I "rejoice in
God my Saviour."

H.-THIS GLORY HE WAS THEN IN A SENSE WITHOUT

Observe now, secondly, that this glory our Lord at that time was
without, as to its manifestation: "the glory which I had with Thee."
Not that He was really without His deity; had it been so, He would
have annihilated Himself, because His deity is Himself; and that
would have been to have destroyed us, for if there had not been an
infinite glory in His atoning blood, not one soul could ever be saved.
But He was without all its manifestation; He had divested Himself
of it.

It was His own act. That expression, "made Himself of no
reputation/' is very beautiful; but it might have been, He "divested
Himself" of it. It was by His own act that He was at that time
without any of that manifestation. And how perfect was this divest
ing of Himself of it! So perfect, that those who deny the Deity of
our Lord, bring forth this divesting as the proof of His not being
God. So completely did He divest Himself of it, that they think as
if He had it not. He appeared always as the servant. In the fifth
chapter of John's Gospel, so completely is He spoken of as a servant,
that it is as if He had no thought, no will, and no power: "the Son
can do nothing of Himself, but what He seeth the Father do"; "I
can of Mine own self do nothing: as I hear I judge; and My
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judgment is just, because I seek not My own will, but the will of
the Father which hath sent Me."

I have sometimes heard, and read, that the miracles of our Lord
prove Him to be God; it appears to me to be very inconclusive
reasoning. That there was something majestic and peculiar in our
Lord's miracles and in His mode of working them, that we see in
no one else, I am ready to acknowledge; but I find that our blessed
Lord always attributes His miracles to the F.ather. In the fourteenth
chapter of this same Gospel, we find, "Philip saith unto Him, Lord,
shew us the Father, and it sufficeth us." (We can hardly pass over
the passage without saying, "Lord, may that be our living- and dying
experience! "Shew us the Father, and it sufficeth us"-we want no
more!) "Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you,
and yet hast thou not known Me, Philip ? He that hath seen Me
hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, Shew us the
Father? Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father
in Me? The words that I speak unto you I speak not of Myself,
but the Father that dwelleth in Me, He doeth the works." He never
ascribes them to Himself, nor to His own deity; though the deity of
the Father and of the Son are the same deity, yet He never ascribes
them to Himself personally. It is true He seems to break through
this order, as the sun breaks through the cloud in a wintry day;
yet it is but now and then-as in that passage, "destroy this temple,
and in three days I will raise it up."

Oh! what a complete divesting was there of His glory! I f you
and I had seen that child lying in the manger, that helpless child,
in all the feebleness of infancy, how the Holy Ghost must have
strengthened us against the power of unbelief to have enabled us
to say-This is "the Wonderful, the Counsellor, the Mighty God,
the everlasting Father, the Prince of peace!" Who but He could
have enabled us to believe against unbelief? What! is this the
Eternal uniting Himself to time? What! is this the Creator uniting
Himself to the thing created? What! is this He who is all riches
uniting Himself to all poverty? What! is this all glory united to
all meanness? What! is this all being- uniting- Himsel f to nothing?
What! was it by Him that all the fabric of this fair world was
made? Did He make it out of nothing, and does He uphold it as if it
were nothing? and if He did not uphold it, would it soon be re
duced to thing? What! is this the Messiah, eating and drinking as
we eat and drink, and weary and tired as we are weary and tired?
What! this the Messiah, "riding- upon an ass, and upon a colt the
foal of an ass?" What! this the Messiah, this carpenter's son? Is
this the Messiah, followed by those mean ones-those mean disciples,
and those mean women, and supported by those poor women?
What! is this the Messiah? I can quite understand how it is, that
those who travel in that which we term the Holy Land, should
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require great and strong faith to go on simply believing God's Word,
as they travel on in those regions. Here is a King, but where is His
throne? Where is His sceptre? Is it that reed? is that His sceptre?
Where is His palace? He "had not where to lay His head." Where
is His royal retinue? What! those poor fishermen! My dear hearers,
what a complete divesting it was! what a putting off it was! And
if we had seen the derision of the crowd; if we had heard the
mockery of those who cried out, "hosanna"; if we had heard them
crying out, "not this man, but Barabbas," and had seen Him in His
last agony and anguish, I am sure it would have required nothing
less than the power of the Holy Ghost to enable us to believe that
this was the Son of God.

I might delay here, and I should love to delay, on the love that
led Him to this divesting Himself of His glory. What must have been
the love that He had to the Church of God, that He could part
with all this for her? If you and I have parted with anything for
her, we think much of it; if we have parted with name, property,
time, comforts, we think much of it; but here was One who parted
with all that was dear and glorious, and was willing to part with it
for her sake, who was more dear and glorious to Himself. Oh! the
love wherewith He loved us, even while we were dead in trespasses
and sins!

But there is a point here that I would delay upon for some few
moments, and that is, the infinite wisdom that there is in it. My
dear hearers, sin is the great debaser of man, the great degrader of
our nature. Oh! you that think little of sin, you that know nothing
of its true evil, you know nothing of this truth, that there is but one
thing that degrades .a man, and that is sin. There is something that
looks degrading in our eyes, in gross ignorance-would that there
were less of it in this country; it is the parent of crime-but there
is nothing to debase our nature in it. Deep poverty, meanness of
position, little influence-there is nothing debasing in these; no,
there is nothing that debases our nature, save one thing, and that is
sin. This is that which degrades us; and it degrades us to the lowest.
Ah! it were a great mercy to you and to me, did we but feel the
true evil of sin at this moment. Nothing sinks a man but sin, and
that sinks him to the lowest; it sinks him to the very beast, and
below the beast. And if it be so, was there not something of infinite
wisdom in this, that there should be this great symbol of its power of
degradation; that the great Surety of the covenant, the great Head
of the Church, the great Sin-bearer, should part with His glory, and
thus divest Himself of His glory) and thus become, as it were, a
symbol to all eternity of this truth, that there is in sin that which
degrades? Though He "knew no sin," but was "holy, harmless, and
undefiled," yet as the Sin-bearer there seemed a suitableness in this,
that He should endure .a degradation on account of it.
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lIr.-CHRIST'S PRAYER TO BE IN GLORY

But we must now consider the prayer that lies before us.
It seems to be the prayer of a servant, whO' having finished his

work, longs to reach his home. It reminds us of Abraham's servant
when he said, "hinder me not"; "I have done the work Abraham
committed unto me; I have no more business here." The servant
of Abraham was a low type of our blessed Master in this, who when
He had "finished the work," "finished transgression, made an end
of sin, and brought in everlasting righteousness," now said, "The
earth shall delay Me no more; I have no more business here; I
long to be at home." The Son, having glorified the Father on the
earth, longs to be with the Father in heaven. Our Lord was a
sojourner; the world was no resting place for Him, though we too
oft attempt to make it our resting place. He was a sufferer, a "Man
of sorrows"; He moistened His couch with tears; grief and He were
well acquainted; each day brought its load of trials to Him; but now
the glorious Captain had finished the campaign, He had glorified
Himself in overcoming His enemies, and He would go to receive
His reward.

There are two or three points of view in which we may regard
this subject before we bring it to a close.

(1) In the first place, it was the prayer of lOlue. It was needful for
His Church that He should be in heaven. "It is expedient," He
says, "that I go away; for if I go not away, the Comforter will not
come unto you; but if I depart, I will send Him unto you." And I
would consider (oh! may we ever consider it!) that the indwelling
Comforter is a much greater blessing than the personal presence of
our Lord could ever be. He tells us so; and if we think as He says,
we ought to believe it. "It is expedient for you that I go away";
for if He had not gone away, He would not have sent the Comforter;
but He went away that He might send the Comforter: and receiving
the Comforter, we receive a greater blessing than His personal
presence could have ever been. He appears now in heaven; and
appears for us (blessed be His name!) and sprinkles the mcrey scat
with His own precious blood. There is something deli.glltful in the
thought that He is at this moment in the presence of God for us;
so that if we are believers in His precious name, it is as if wc were
there, having been seen by God in Him.

(2) It was the prayer of faith. Our blessed Lord had received
many promises; I should be glad to enlarge upon many of them.
He had received the promise of a "name above every name"; He
had received a promise that His body "should not see corruption";
He had received a promise that He should rise from the dead
"above principalities and powers," and reign above them, and rule
over them. Study that first chapter of the Hebrews, and then see
how angels are put at His feet, and how they adore and fall down
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before Him. But there is one point that I would especially confine
my attention to, and that is the exaltation o{ Hzs human nature.
This was promised in the hundred and tenth psalm, the first verse:
"The Lord said unto my Lord, sit Thou at My right hand, until I
make Thine enemies Thy footstool." As in the sixteenth psalm, and
tenth verse, He says. "Thou wilt not leave My soul in hell, neither
wilt Thou suffer Thine Holy One to see corruption"; so in the
nundred and tenth psalm, the first verse, He says, "Sit Thou at My
right hand, until I make Thine enemies Thy footstool." My dear
hearers, this prayer of our Lord's was a prayer of faith. He pleaded
the promise; He rested on the promise. And was there nothing
equitable in His pleading that promise? He came into the world to
glorify His Father; and was it not equitable that He himself should
be glorified? The Son of God had been, as it were, stripped of all
the manifestation of His glory; and was it not equitable that He
should now return to His throne in all the manifestation of that
glory? There was the lower nature, that had been the suffering
nature; was there no equity in this, that the suffering nature should
be the exalted nature, and the glorified nature? It was in the prayer
of faith that He did plead the promises, as you and I must plead
them, if ever we hope to get the answer. He pleaded the promises,
and He received the blessing.

(3) But besides this, there was in this p.rayer a glorio·us anticipation
of the future triumph. Observe in the second chapter of Philippians
what is involved in our Lord's being glorified: "that at the name
of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in
earth, and things under the earth." This is high exaltation; and
the Father gives to Him "a name above every name." This our
Lord pleads, looking forward in glorious anticipation for every knee
to bow before Him; when "the whole earth shall be full of His
glory," from the rising to the setting of the sun, and when this world
shall become His kingdom; when the "kingdoms of the earth shall
become the kingdoms of our God, and of His Christ." Behold, then,
what there is involved in this prayer; here is the glorious anticipation
of His future glory.

CONCLUDING REMARKS

There are some concluding remarks that I would make upon this
subject.

1) See what is our position. on the earth. Is our Lord and Master
a sufferer? So are we. Is our Master not at home in this world?
So are we. Was our Master in a sense disguised? So are we. Did
the world not know our Master? The world knows us not. See what
is our position in this vale of tears! See what is our ordained path!
Let us not be surprised when trouble comes upon us; for it is in this
path that our Lord has ordained us to walk. In the path that the
Lord ordained for our Master, He met His troubles; and in the path
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that the Lord has ordained for us, we are to meet our troubles; and
I ask the children of God that hear me, when anyone of them looks
back upon the past of his life, to say whether he has ever had one
trouble too many. The pathway that our Master trod, we must
tread; His path of suffering must be ours, "Through much tribu
lation" He entered into the kingdom; and so must we. It is in that
very discipline of "much tribulation" that God teaches us some of
those lessons, for which we shall have to bless His name the louder
throughout an endless eternity. .

(2) Observe His remedy: His remedy was prayer. He betook not
Himself to His disciples, but He betook Himself to God. It was on
the very eve of trial; it was but a few hours to His agOl)y in the
garden; it was but a few hours to the betrayal of Judas; it was but
a few hours and He was led to the judgment hall; it was but a few
hours and He was condemned to suffer death as a malefactor; it was
but a few hours and He endured the curse ;-what did Hc betake
Himself to? He betook Himself to God. This was His remedy; and
this must be ours, for there is but one remedy. Oh! poor worldling !
-many causes have we to say so-with all our affection for your
souls, in the midst of all out tenderness for your spirits, we may well
say, poor waddling! in the midst of your trial you have no God to
go to. You say you cannot pray; who told you so? Peter told Simon
to pray; he told Simon Magus to repent as well as pray. Is not the
throne of grace for poor wretched sinners? Was there ever one that
found his way to the throne of grace, that had "nay" given to him?
If you cannot pray as you wish, can you not pray that you may
pray? Let no man hoodwink himself on that point, and blind his
own conscience; but oh! may this be ever remembered by you, that
a throne of grace was erected for the needy, the wretched, and the
miserable. If that is your plea, take it, and you shall find an answer
in the court of heaven.

(3) See, beloved, the basis of all prayer. It is the promise of God..
See the abundance of the promise. There is not a necessity that we
have, but there is a promise for it; there is no domestic trial that
we may have, but there is a promise for it; we may not be able to
pick out the promise for that individual trial, but there is a promise
for that kind of trial. See the basis of prayer; the basis of prayer is
the promise of God. Oh! may this be remembered !-if I have the
promise, I ought not to doubt the fulfilment of it; for God, in His
own time and in His own best way, will fulfil-nay, He must fulfil.
See the basis of all true prayer; it is the faithful promise of a faithful
God.

(4) And what does He promise? Eternal life to all that believe in
His dear and beloved Son. Oh! blessed truth! Is the promise to
you, and to me! Oh! for grace to "lay hold on the hope set
before us!" He has pledged His oath, His promise, and all that is
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in Himself, to bring us safe to glory, if we have fled to Christ for
refuge. Blessed for ever be His holy name! And has He not given
us pardon for our sins? and is not that a pledge of it? Has He not
given us the acceptance of our persons? and is not that a pledge of
it? Has He not given us the earnest of the inheritance, the blessed
Spirit himself? and is not that a pledge of it? Has He not given us
some blessed foretaste of what shall be, when "His flesh has been
meat indeed, and His blood drink indeed," and we have been able
to lay our weary heads upon the bosom of our God, and say, "Thy
will be done," 0 Lord?

Oh! see what are our great consolations in the midst of this
world's troubles-glimpses of heaven! Oh! that you and I were
able to say with unfaltering voices at this moment, "glorify me with
Thine own self!"

(5) But, beloved, it was in the pathway 01 holy olbe'dience, that our
Lord pleaded this promise: and be assured, that it can never be
pleaded from the heart in any other path. It was in the pathway
of holy obedience that our Lord pleaded the promise; and (shall I
repeat it? most solemnly and most absolutely would I repeat it,
according to the measure of light given to me)-you will never find
it in any other path. Oh! to be found walking with God, looking to
Jesus, resting On the covenant, desiring above all things to live on
Him in every emergency, and looking to heaven as our eternal
home!

Beloved, it was His humiliation that is our exaltation; it was
because He stooped so low that we are lifted so high. He must
descend that we might ascend; He must go into' the depths of the
grave, as it were, that we might be lifted out of the grave of sin, and
presented before God in the very presence chamber of His love.
Oh! see, then, the pathway we must tread. Never are we in a safer
or happier path than when we are willing to say, "Strip me, lay
me low, just as Thou dost please; only let me walk humbly with
Thee, for the path of humiliation is the pathway to glory, and it is
the path of all Thy people."

Oh ! that the God of all grace would bless us with the accompany
ing power of His own blessed Spirit, forgiving and pardoning all our
sins, for Jesus' name sake. J. H. EVANS.

John Street Chapel, Bedford Row, London, 1846.

BIBLE SPREADING UNION
AN ACKNOWLEDGMENT

A letter containing £2 (postmark Worcester) has been received
by Mr. W. H. A. Tom~, Secretary of the Bible Spreading Union,
who writes: "I should be grateful if you would kindly acknowledge
this in The Gwpe.f Magazine, as I have no other way of acknow
ledging it" (February 23rd, 1960).
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PILGRIM PAPERS

COVENANT SALVATION

A LETTER OF WILLIAM ROMAINE

DEAR MADAM,-We were setting out upon our journey when we
received Miss M.'s letter, and have scarce had any restin~ time since.
No opportunity offered till the present of sitting down to inform you
of my constant remembrance of you in my prayers.

My daily petition is that God may bring you to submit to His
will, and to make you lie in His hands, just what you are, a lump
of sinful clay, that in His own way He may mould you and form
you a vessel of honour. 0 this is hard! to flesh and blood it is
impossible. To have been, like you, in li~ht, but now in darkness;
to have walked in comfort, but now every ray of it ~one; to suffer
the disease, but no feeling of the remedy-who can bear up under
such trials? None can of themselves, but "1 can do all th£ngs
through Christ strengthening me."

So he said who rejoiced to be what you are: he was not only
content to be a pensioner, livin~ on the mere ~race of Jesus, but he
also gloried in his infirmities, that the power of Christ mi~ht rest
upon him. Every infirmity brought him to feel more what you now
feel yourself to be: but this did not keep him from Christ, as it does
you: nay, rather, it brought him to greater experience of the power
of Christ, in so managing his infirmities as to make them thc means
of nearer communion and more intimate fellowship.

My dear friend, I must repeat it~although you tell me my last
was a probe, rather than a healing medicine-your present frame is
necessary; you really want to learn the lesson which it is sent to
teach you. Without it, how could our gre.at Prophet brin~ you to live
entirely out .of self upon His fulness, which, when He is teaching,
how do you murmur and repine? Whatever you knew of this
before, it is plain you had it but in theory, for the practice has
quite overset you. You cannot believe, although the ground of
believing stand good, unless you have the comfort of bclievin~:

for, now you are left to yourself, you think you are lost, because
you are suffered to feel what a poor miserable creature you are:
not considering that, bad as your condition is, yet there is a remedy
for it, hope under it, and a good end to be answered by it. There
is a remedy infallible, which you overlook at this time, although it
be as exactly suited to your case as meat is to the hun~ry.
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THE COVENANT OF THE ETERNAL THREE

What! have you for~otten the covenant of the eternal Three
the Father's everlastin~ appointment concerning those whom He
gave to His Son? None of them can be lost. The Son's accepting
them as the Father's ~ift, undertaking for them, writing their names
in His book, becoming man, living and dying for them; and, by these
His relations to them, He is their Head and they are His members,
one with Him and He one with them, in a bond which nothing can
break; and the Holy Spirit given to them and dwelling in them,
to work all their works for them and in them, and to keep them safe
by His mighty power, till they be received into ~lory. This is the
covenant of the blessed Trinity, in which it is enacted and provided,
that nothing should befall you but what is for your good; yea, that
the very state you are in, which is one of the sad fruits of the
corruption of your nature, shall be so overruled, as in the end to
promote the gracious plan of your salvation.

Do you not know, Mrs. B.-do you not believe all this? You
do--I am certain you do in theory. I pray you, then, what is it
that obstructs your practice? How is it that your present trials, which
are working for your good, which must do you good, being appointed
and sent for this very purpose, are so mistaken and misapplied?
You are left to reason against God's covenant purposes, and to
pervert (as far as you can) God's gracious desi~n. You may go on
indulging this strange temper, but know assuredly, my good friend,
that God will not only save you, notwithstanding your vile reason
ings against Him, but will also make you one day acknowled~e that
it was good for you you had been in this trouble; for still there
is hope. Hope is grounded upon some promise, and God has not
left you without a word of promise to trust in.

His covenant, made for you, is ordered in all things and sure.
This dark dread frame is ordered; all your nervous feelings, faint
ings, etc., are ordered; all things, how much you should suffer, how
long, till you should be forced to acknowled~e God just in His
dealings with you. And though you may try to break His covenant,
reason against it, indulge your own absurd reasonin~s, give place to
unbelief, yet His wuenant He will not break for the sake of your
peevishness. No, He will not. It is sure in all things-as sure to one
walking in darkness as to one walking in light-always alike sure on
God's part, though to your feeling it may look as if He was going
to alter it.

Could this blessed truth break in upon your soul, and shine in its
Divine glory, then you would be made to see that your present frame
is most mercifully intended to teach you, in experience, the faithful
ness of God's covenant; for now you find you can do nothing.
What more seasonable, what more comfortable, than to be satisfied
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that your saliVation is in safe hands, and that God is managing it so
well that it cannot possibly miscarry? Thus would hope revive,
and soon be able to bring in strong consolation; for you would
discover many gracious ends answered by your having gone through
this dark, and dull, and helpless state.

Depend upon it, good will come out of your distrustful murmur
ings and unbelieving repinings. God will get a rich revenue of glory,
when He has brought you to experience that all your salvation was
out of yourself, and to be willing to take it and to enjoy it as the
free gift of free grace, in every comfort, in every blessing, both in
earth and in heaven.

You are put to school to learn this, and to trust God simply; and
sad work you make of your lesson-you read it backward. He would
teach you, that salvation itself, and everything belonging to it, is at
His absolute disposal; and therefore He keeps you at school, and
under sharp discipline, too, because you are so dull at your book.
a that you may be made to feel all this well! David was once in
your case, and he had a blessed issue. So will you have. Read the
130th Psalm, and mark where He began. He was in the depths,
and he ended in the heights. After the dark and black night, the
morning will rise-a morning without clouds, and your soul shall
be glad, and rejoice in the salvation of our God. Much, much glory
will then accrue to Him from your present visitation.

Perhaps you say, "These things may be true; but how can I
take any comfort from them while I am in my present distress?"
Why not? They are the remedies prescribed of God for your very
case, to give you a guod ground of hope at present, and to produce
the most blessed effects in future. The Lord the Spirit seal these
things upon your heart, and may it please Him to do it soon. His
time is best; but, for your sake, I would plead with Him, lest you
should quite faint. But that will not be. You know I do not follow
impressions unwarranted by the Word. I give little credit to any
thing of that kind. But here I have the Word on my side, that God
will not leave you nor forsake you; and I am persuaded you will
soon know you are not left. To my apprehension the clouds are
breaking, the storm is dispersing fast; the day-star is dawning, and
your own Jesus is rising with the light of life upon your soul, never,
never to set again. It is but a very, very little while, and you shall
see the King in His beauty as you never saw Him before. So be it.
Amen. W.RoMAINE.
Letter 39 (September 9th, 1769).
Berwick, near Shrewsbury.
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LONG before the days of motoring, Dr. John Langdon was the
family doctor in a small market-town. Many of his patients lived
out in the country beyond the town, and visits to them meant hours
of driving in a horse-drawn trap. One night about ten o'clock, just
as the doctor was hopefully thinking of bed, a message came, asking
him to make a country call. The patient's home was miles away
across the common, so the horse had to be harnessed and the trap
got out of the stable.

It was a dark, cold night, inclined to be misty, and the doctor
expected a drive of some hours. The horse trotted steadily on, and
John Langdon settled down to the long drive. The white road could
be seen in front, but the mist blotted out the common with its furze
bushes on either side. With his eyes fixed in front, and his hands
mechanically holding the reins, the doctor found his thoughts
drifting.

The quiet monotony of the dark drive seemed to detach John
Langdon from the present; his mind began to fill with thoughts of
the past. He had been a clever student, successful in all his under
takings, and with a good reputation everywhere. Great things had
been prophesied for him by his seniors; in the way of professional
success and its rewards, riches and honours should have been his.
Yet here he was, nearly sixty years of age, still plodding on in the
very ordinary practice to which he had first been introduced after he
qualified. Circumstances, and, as John believed, the guidance of
God, had led the doctor into a position with which nobody in his
college days would have expected him to be content. It was too late
now, much too late for him to strive after greater things; but Dr.
Langdon felt strangely depressed. Had he been mistaken long ago?
Ought he to have let slip opportunities which might have led to
eminence and fame?

John Langdon was a child of God, not as a rule prone to any
thing like discontent. He felt he must shake off these vague question
ings, and rouse himself to the matter in hand. He began to look
about him, to jerk the reins, and to whistle a few bars of a tune.
But still the white ribbon of road stretched before him, and nothing
was to be heard but the clip-clop of the horse's hoofs, and the
grinding of the wheels over the stones. Surely after all this time he
should have reached the narrow road to the patient's house, with a
hedge on either side.
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Dr. Langdon realised that in his reverie he had missed the turning
he wanted. He was not anxious, because he knew that if he drove
straight on, the common would come to an end, and he would be
in a main road. Then he would soon be able to find a way back
to the cottage. But he was troubled to think that he would have
kept his patient waiting longer than was necessary; and it was a
relief in a few moments to see a light shining brightly from a little
house down a lane. Somebody must still be up there; he would stop
to ask the way. He pulled up to the house, jumped down from his
seat, and stumbling through the little garden, knocked sharply on
the door.

The door was immediately opened, as if someone was waiting
behind it; and a woman's voice greeted him warmly: "Oh, doctor,
I never thought you could have got here so soon! Jimmy, run out
and hold the gentleman's horse. Come in, sir, come right in." Dr.
Langdon stared in amazement at the woman. "There's some
mistake," he said, "I've lost my road, and called here just to ask
the way." "Then it's the good Lord that sent you, sir! My
husband's gone off to your house to fetch you-he must have crossed
you on the road. It's the baby, sir; he's scalded himself with the
teapot."

Of course the doctor hastened in; he saw at once what the little
one needed, and was able to deal efficiently with the trouble. It
was a case where delay might have been very serious; but as it was,
he could leave the baby soothed and comfortable, and the mother's
anxiety allayed. Her warm thanks followed him out, as he mounted
the trap, and took the reins from Jimmy.

During the time spent in the cottage, the fog had lifted, and
under a bright moon the doctor drove rapidly to the man who had
first sent for him. Here he found the illness less serious than the
patient feared. No harm at all had come through the unexpected
interruptioo, and it was not long before Dr. Langdon was able to
turn his horse's head homewards.

As he settled down to the long drive back to the town, John
Langdon remembered the subject that had so filled his thoughts on
the outward journey. But with what a difference! He felt as if a
flash of light had lit up his spirit, and shown him things as they really
were. Humanly speaking, in missing his way that night he had made
a foolish mistake; but surely that mistake had really been provi
dential, leading him to the very spot where his skill was essential at
that moment. John's heart was full of praise to God for having
shown him so clearly that it was He Who had guided his path
that night. He felt like Abraham's steward long ago-"I being in
the way, the Lord led me"! And was it not equally true about his
past life? People might say that long ago he had taken the wrong
turning, the turning that led to a daily round of humdrum duties,
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away from the road that led to success and riches and renown!
But tonight the Lord had spoken to his heart, and made it sharply
clear to John that the road he had taken was of His appointing,
however mistaken it might appear to people around. How his heart
sang on that homeward drive! The Lord had shown him a token of
His loving-kindness; it seemed as if He had spoken to him by his
name, saying, "Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed,
for I am Thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee;
yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness."
If John could find words to answer, it was to say like Jacob, "I am
not worthy of the least of all the mercies which Thou has showed
unto Thy servant!" and with Thomas to exclaim, "My Lord and
my God!"

The horse seemed to go like the wind, and presently the empty
streets of the town were reached. John attended to the comfort of
his steed, and let himself quietly into the house, cheerfully meeting
Mrs. Langdon's anxious questions. There was still time for a little
rest; and then a new day's work began. DAMARIS.

SCRIPTURE ENIGMA No. 75

The whole: "God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved."
1. Where Paul was born.
2. Where Sarah died.
3. Where the Risen Lord broke bread before two disciples.
4. Where the centurion's servant was healed.
5. Where Philip was tetrarch.
6. Where Hiram was king in Solomon's time.
7. Made of linen, this was brought from Egypt.
8. Whence gold was brought to Solomon.
9. Abraham looked for a city which lies here.

10. Where the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream.
11. Where Gideon threshed wheat.
12. Where Saul recovered his sight.

SOLUTION OF No. 74

The whole: Leviticus.

1. Levi (Josh. 18: 7).
2. Elisabeth (Luke 1 : 5).
3. Veil of the Temple (Exod. 26: 31 & 33, Matt. 27 : 51).
4. Incense (Exod. 30: 8).
5. Tabernacle (Exod. 40: 2).
6. Intercession (Hebrews 7 : 25).
7. Calvary (Hebrews 10 : 26).
8. Unleavened bread (Exod. 12 : 5).
9. Shiloh (Josh. 18: 1).
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THE WEARING OF CROSSES AND CRUCIFIXES
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THE wearing, as an ornament, of the image of the Latin cross, and
of the crucifix, is becoming an increasing fetish in our midst. The
increase has been particularly noticeable among the womenfolk of
our land in recent years, as any observant person in our towns and
villages will have noticed. Such an adornment is very often to be
seen where modesty and sobriety in apparel and appearance are
conspicuous by their absence. In the inspired Word we read: "I
will therefore that men pray every where. . . . In like manner
also, that women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with shame
facedness and sobriety; not with broidered hair, or gold, or pearls,
or costly array" (1 Tim. 2 : 8-9).

All these features can be traced to departure from Scriptural
standards, and decline of spiritual religion, which is commensurate
with the advance of Paganism, Popery, and Ritualism in our midst.
"Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image ..."; "For we
walk by faith, not by sight"; and "the true worshippers shall worship
the Father in spirit and in truth" (Ex. 20: 3, 2 Cor. 5: 7, John
4 : 23). We fear that the notable immigration into this land of
recent times, predominantly devotees of the Popedom, and the
increased facilities for intercommunication and intercourse with
continental countries, is also conducive to an adaptation of their
practices and customs. "Know ye not that a little leaven leaventh
the whole lump?" (1 Cor. 5 : 6).

CROSS WEARERS AND OROSS BEARERS

It is written: "God forbid that I should glory save in the cross
of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified to me,
and I unto the world." It does not mean the material cross (as
the context clearly shows), but uses the word figuratively for the
all-sufficient sacrifice of the Son of God, in His life and death.
His sufferings reached their height in His death on the Roman
gibbet, hence the word cross came (a part being put the whole)
to represent the whole affiiction of the Man of Sorrows. The cross
was the Roman gibbet, and so long as it continued to be a gibbet
it was never adopted as an ornament.

It was the mystic Tau of the Chaldeans, the symbol of Tammuz
signed on the foreheads of those who were initiated into the mys
teries; the "sign of life" of the Egyptians, and the sacred symbol
of the Druids. There is hardly a pagan tribe where the cross has
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not been found. Now the experience of all ages has plainly shown
that such symbols, once adopted. sooner or later lead to worship.
For further details and quotations of authorities of the foregoing,
vide Alexander Hislop's "Two Babylons," chapter 5, section 6.

We would ask wearers of ornamental crosses, how such can be
a fit object for that outward adorning, which the Word of God
condemns: "Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning of
plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of
apparel; but let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which
is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit,
which is in the sight of God of great price"? (1 Peter 3 : 3-4).

HUGH LATIMER ON BEARING THE CROSS

Every redeemed child of God is indeed called to bear his cross
after Christ; but such crosses are not made of gems and gold. They
are borne in the inmost heart, and are often visible only to the eyes
of Him, which are as a flame of fire. In this sense, but in this sense
only, is the precept given, "Come, take up the cross, and follow Me."

That faithful martyr of Jesus, HUGH LATIMER, in one of his
sermons aptly describes the Christian's cross:

"'Humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God.' Look,
what God layeth upon you, bear it willingly and humbly. But
you will say, 'I pray you, tell me what is my cross?' Answer:
This that God layeth upon you, that same is your cross; not
that which you of your own wilfulness lay upon yourselves. . . .
Therefore look, what God layeth upon me, that same is my
cross, which I ought to take in good part; as when I fall in
poverty, or in miseries, I ought to be content withal; when my
neighbour doth me wrong, taketh away my goods, robbeth me
of my good name and fame, I shall bear it willingly, considering
that it is God's cross, and that nothing can be done against me
without His permission. There falleth never a sparrow to the
ground without HIS permission; yea, not a hair falleth from our
head without His will. Seeing then that there is nothing done
without His will, I ought to bear this cross which He layeth
upon me willingly, without any murmuring or grudging. But
1 pray you, consider these words of Peter well: 'Humble your
selves under the mighty hand of God.' Here Peter signifieth
unto us that God is a mighty God, which can take away the
cross from us when it seemeth Him good; yea, and He can send
patience in the midst of all trouble and miseries. Paul, that elect
instrument of God, shewed a reason wherefore God layeth
afflictions upon us, saying: 'We are chastened of the Lord, lest
we should be condemned with the world.'" (Latimer's Sermons,
Parker Society, pp. 465-6).
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THE BRASEN SERPENT-THE OLD TYPE OF CHRIST'S CROSS

Our blessed Lord Himself said, "As Moses lifted up the serpent in
the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up" (John
3: 14). The only representation of Christ crucified, ordained by
God, was the brasen serpent. When this had once been the object of
superstitious reverence, it was destroyed by Hezekiah with Divine
approval. "And he did that which was right in the sight of the
Lord, according to all that David his father did. He removed the
high places, and brake the images, and cut down the groves, and
brake in pieces the brasen serpent that Moses had made: for unto
those days the children of Israel did burn incense unto it" (2 Kings
8: 3-4).

In spite of this, the papal edifice of St. Ambrose, at Milan, pre
sumes to display among other relics, the brasen serpent that Moses
had made and elevated in the wilderness. Mr. M. H. Seymour, in
his "Pilgrimage to Rome," states;

"It is two or three feet in length, and is placed on the top of
a marble pillar, of eight or ten feet in height. It is generally
regarded by the people as a most authentic relic of antiquity;
and being placed in the body of that magnificent temple, so as
to be seen by all who enter, it has become an object of much
religious veneration . . . . this pretended relic has been pre
served in this church for many centuries; and thousands,
through many successive generations, have regarded it with re
ligious veneration. I t was originally presented to the church by
Archbishop Arnulph, in the eleventh century. It was presented
by him, as the true and veritable serpent itself; it was accepted
as such, and placed publicly in the church as such, for the
veneration of the devout. The authorities of the church have
lent to it their sanction; centuries have invested it with rever
ence, and the sons and daughters of centuries have honoured it
with many religious honours; and of the multitudes of Italians
who daily look on it, there are scarcely any, except the enlight
ened few who have burst the trammels that bind their fellows,
who do not regard it as an authentic relic of Moses. And yet
the fact stated in Scripture, that king Hezekiah had broken it
in pieces to prevent its being worshipped, proves the absolute
fiction of the whole matter. But the perfect ignorance of the
sacred Scriptures, an ignorance scarcely conceivable, as well as
the disregard of their divine authority so prevalent in Italy,
deprives this fact of all its weight among the people."

THE PREACHING OF THE CROSS

"For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness;
but unto us which are saved it is the power of God" (1 Cor. 1 ; 18).
What is meant by "the cross" here? In reply we will quote the

t
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comments of Mr. Donald McFarlane, sometime minister of the Free
Presbyterian Church:

"It does not mean the material cross upon which Christ died,
for it would be but a poor gospel to preach the instrument by
which Christ was put to death. As well might one take Judas
Iscariot, who betrayed Christ, as a subject for preaching; or, it
would be reasonable to extol and praise the crown of thorns
as a subject for preaching: but that would be a despising of
Him who endured in order that we might be saved. It is clear
that the apostle does not here mean the material cross upon
which Christ laid down His life. . . . Now, a word or two ere
I leave this question of the material cross having no place in the
worship of God. Some say it is a symbol. A symbol of what?
Oh, a symbol of Christ's death. No. To say such a thing is to
confess ignorance. Even little children going to school can tell
you from the Shorter Catechism that the symbol of Christ's
death is the Lord's Supper, which He Himself instituted. 'As
often as ye do this, ye do show the Lord's death till He come'
(1 Cor. 11 : 26).

"What, then, is meant by 'the cross' here? It means the
doctrines of the gospel of Christ. The apostle speaks of the
preaching of the cross. 'Christ sent me not to baptise, but to
preach the gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of
Christ should be made of none effect,' that is, lest the sufferings
of Christ revealed in the gospel should be made of none effect.
The Gospel is Christ Himself, for the Gospel is not preached
unless Christ is preached. The apostle says in another place,
'Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man.'
Christ is the sum and substance of the Gospel, and, from what
is left to us of the teaching of the apostles during their time on
earth, we know that Christ was the central point of their
preaching, that He was the all and in all of their preaching."

JOHN OWEN ON A SPIRITUAL VIEW OF CHRIST

In conclusion we quote from that master in Israel, John Owen,
from his work on "The Glory of Christ," chapter 13 :

"I cannot here refrain from a necessary short digression. This
transforming efficacy, from a spiritual view of Christ as pro
posed in the Gospel, being lost, as unto an experience of it, in
the minds of men carnal and ignorant of the mystery of be
lieving (as it is at present by many derided, though it be the
life of religion), fancy and superstition provided various supplies
in the room of it. For they found out crucifixes and images
with paintings to represent him in his sufferings and glory. By
these things, their carnal affections being excited by their out
ward senses, they suppose themselves to be affected with him,
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and to be like him. Yea, some have proceeded so far as, either
by arts diabolical, or by other means, to make· an appearance of
wounds on their hands, and feet, and sides; therein pretending
to be like Him-yea, to be wholly transformed into His image.

"But that which is produced by an image is but an image.
An imaginary Christ will affect nothing in the minds of men but
imaginary grace. Thus religion was lost, and died. When men
could not obtain any experience in their minds of the spiritual
mysteries of the Gospel, nor be sensible of any spiritual change
or advantage by them, they substituted some outward duties
and observances in their stead, as I shall show, God willing,
elsewhere more at large. These produced some kind of effects
on their minds and affections, but quite of another nature than
those which are the real effects of true evangelical grace. This
is openly evident in this substitution of images instead of the
representation of Christ and His glory made in the Gospel.
However, there is a general supposition granted on all hands,
namely, that there must be a view of Christ and His glory, to
cause us to love Him, and thereby to make us conformable or
like unto Him. But here lies the difference: those of the church
of Rome say that this must be done by the beholding of cruci
fixes, with other images and pictures of Him; and that with our
bodily eyes: we say it is by our beholding His glory by faith,
as revealed in the Gospel, and not otherwise. And, to confess the
truth, we have some who, as they reject the use of images, so
they despise that spiritual view of the glory of Christ which we
enquire after. Such persons on the first occasion will fall on the
other side; for anything is better than nothing.

"But, as we have a sure word of prophecy to secure us from
these abominations, by an express prohibition of such images
unto all ends whatever, so, unto our stability in the profession
of the truth, an experz'ence of the efficacy of this spz'ritualvz'ew
of Christ transforrnz'ng our souls z'nto His own likeness, is abso
lutely necessary. For if an idolater should plead, as they do all,
that in the beholding of the image of Christ, or a crucifix,
especially if they are sedulous and constant therein, they find
their affections unto Him greatly excited, increased, and in
flamed (as they will be, Isaiah 57 : 5), and that hereon he en
deavours to be like unto Him, what shall we have to oppose
thereunto? For it is certain that such images are apt to make
impressions on the minds of men; partly from the readiness of
the senses and imagination to give them admittance into their
thoughts; and partly from their natural inclinations unto super
stition, their aversion from things spiritual and invisible, with
an inclination unto things present and visible. . . . . And in
deed, it doth belong unto the wisdom of faith, or we stand in
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need of spiritual light, to discern and judge between the working
of natural affections towards spiritual objects, on undue motives,
by undue means, with indirect ends-wherein all Papal devo
tion consists-and the spiritual exercise of grace in those affec
tions duly fixed on spiritual objects. But, as was said, it is a real
experience of the efficacy that there is in the spiritual beholding
of the glol/"Y of Christ by faith, as proposed in the Gospel, to
strengthen, increase, and excite all grace unto its proper exer
cise, so changing and transforming the soul gradually into His
likeness, which must secure us against all those pretences, and
so I return from this digression." F.G.

ST. PATRICK'S HYMN

Christ be with mc, Christ within me,
Christ behind me, Christ before me,
Christ beside me, Christ to win me,
Christ to comfort and restore me,
Christ beneath me, Christ above me,
Christ in quiet, Christ in danger,
Christ in hearts of all that love me,
Christ in mouth of friend or stranger.

-Metrical Version by Mrs. C. F. Alexander.

Obituary

MISS EDITH VENABLES

Miss Edith Venables, for many years a reader of The Gospd
Magazine, passed away March 17th, after a stroke.

Her sister, Miss M. Venables, 68 Cavendish Road, S.W.12, is also
a reader of the Magazine.

SIR JOHN INSKIP, K.B.E.

Sir John Inskip, Bristol's most distinguished citizen, died on
Friday, April 8th, at his home, Chantry, Abbots Leigh, Bristol. He
was 80 years of age. He was a Trustee-Patron of St. John the Baptist
with St. Mary-le-Port, Bristol, and a reader of The Gospel Magazine.
We express our sincere Christian sympathy with Lady Inskip and
with all the members of the family. We hope to include a further
notice in the June issue of the Magazine.
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THE EVANGELICAL LIBRARY
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SOME EXTRACTS FROM THE REPORT BY THE FOUNDER-LIBRARIAN,

MR. GEOFFREY WILLIAMS, AT THE ANNUAL MEETING

WE read in the 90th Psalm, verses 16 and 17 :
"Let Thy work appear unto Thy servants, and Thy glory

unto their children. And let the beauty of the Lord our God
be upon us: and establish thou the work of our hands upon us;
yea, the work of our hands establish thou it."

In the fourteen years since the inaugural meeting of the
Evangelical Library we have pressed steadily forward, widening the
scope as God has opened new doors. As each fresh barrier is drawn
aside we find ourselves faced with new opportunities.

DEVELOPMENTS AT HEADQUARTERS

At Headquarters a gradual step forward takes place day by day,
and one feels a thrill, as when watching the petals of a flower expand
to the warmth of the sun. Rare old writings and important works
recently published help to complete sections.

For instance our range of the works of the Reformers is now
being strengthened by a fifty-volume set of the works of Martin
Luther, which are being issued by the Concordia Publishing House
of St. Louis, Missouri. The first volume commences with his lectures
on Genesis (chapters 1-5). Already we have the initial twelve volumes
on our shelves.

Gifts of new publications of a Reformed character come regularly
from our good friend, Mr. Eerdmans of Grand Rapids.

Then amongst important reprints in England we must give pride
of place to the Banner of Truth publications which now enrich our
shelves-all are along reformed lines. Most are by the great Puritan
authors, while true Revivals are represented by Sprague's splendid
work. (Revival, true Revival, how one's heart warms at the thought
of a mighty outpouring of the Holy Spirit!) Large numbers of
these books have been free gifts to us from the Banner of Truth.

From yet another source we welcome a fresh edition of John
Bunyan's "The Acceptable Sacrifice of the Excellency of a Broken
Heart."

Then a Subject Index is being built up and is already proving of
great assistance to students and others in search of material for their
studies.

115 BRANCHES

It is interesting to notice that, not only have we some 100,000
volumes at Headquarters (and at our reserve premises at Bedding
ton), but we have 71,000 volumes at our branches, and during the
year ended 30th September, 1959,6,974 books have been borrowed
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from Headquarters and 8,268 from the various branches. At the
end of September, 1958, we had ninety-five branches, we now have
115.

Overseas we now rejoice in the opening of a branch in Ghana
and others in Cleveland, Ohio, Douai, Tremel and Pyla in France,
Huntingdon in Canada, Pretoria, Tel-Aviv, Kitwe in Northern
Rhodesia, Madurai in India, Eldoret in Kenya and Asuncion in
Paraguay.

FRANCE AND ITS NEED OF AN EVANGELICAL LIBRARY

You will have read of my tour of a large part of France and of the
desperate need which exists to make available thoroughly Reformed
literature to the pastors of the Evangelical churches there. We
already have twenty-seven branches in French-speaking towns, some
on the Continent, some in Canada, and some in Africa. May I
plead with you to pray for this work and to see in what way you
may be able to strengthen our hands and forward this effort to
spread the truth through the printed page in the land of the
Huguenots and the countries to which their compatriots have
emigrated.

MISSIONARY IN THE CONGO

Mademoiselle Madeleine Bremond, after nearly nine years with
out furlough in an equatorial climate, presses on with dauntless
courage and tenacity. She does not complain; but she does plead
with us to do all in our power to enlist the help of some dedicated
Christian to go out and re1ieve her, and realising that for such a
venture substantial help to cover fares and other necessities is re
quired, she asks us to pray that Christian friends- may be constrained
to do what they can. She has not only built up a fine centre where
Evangelical books are made available at Kasangunda in the Congo,
but she has actually established no less than eleven sub-branches
covering a wide radius in that great country.

«FAMILY" OF VOLUNTARY HELPERS

The way in which God has constrained voluntary helpers to come
to my aid has been amazing. Over thirty of them are actively assist
ing me for different periods, some for most of the week, others for
one or more days, and yet others, whose value is strategic, though
the time they can give is limited, come for a few hours during the
evening or during part of their lunch-time, and if we include those
who hasten to our help when pressed, there are at least forty
altogether here and another hundred abroad.

Each one forms, so to speak, a facet of the diamond: I deliberately
use this metaphor because I not only benefit from their untiring zeal
and co-operation but I am favoured with a bright band of helpers
who together form a "family" working in love, harmony and loyalty
to such a degree that it makes me feel very humble and gives me a
strong desire to render praise to the Giver of all true blessings.
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It is the way in which all these helpers are knit together in a
spirit of love that strengthens me with just the encouragement I feel
to need. Love radiates. That remarkable hymn-writer ]oseph Hart,
whose life and hymns should be read by all, wrote:

"Love all defects supplies,
Makes great obstructions small;

'Tis prayer, 'tis praise, 'tis sacrifice,
'Tis holiness, 'tis all."

POWER OF GOOD BOOKS

Now a word about the power of Evangelical books. Their effect
can be startling and can register a profound change in the lives of
both unbelievers and Christians. In his last address to us our
President told us of the effect of John Owen's works when read by
a number of American Christians. They testified to him when he
was over there that the reading of the writings of this great Puritan
made them "wonder whether they were Christians at all," and he
said what a good thing it was when men and women thus examined
themselves, as Paul put it, "whether ye are in the faith or not"
(1 Cor. 13 : 5).

And now I have a confirmation of the profound effects of the
works of the Puritans and other Reformed writers in the greatest
time of testing through which any of us can pass: the time of
failing health when the last enemy comes in view and we have to
grapple with thoughts of eternity in a way we have not known
hitherto, and during the twilight hours prior to the flight of the
spirit to another world. At such a time thoughts of death are no
longer something we suppose we can defer; here is a situation which
no living soul can face with equanimity unless the grace of God is
in exercise. And it is just here that the truths of the Bible expounded
in so salutary and penetrating a manner by the great Evangelical
writers can be applied as balm to a wounded soul.

The testimony of a beloved member of this library, which has just
reached me and which tells of the inexpressible comfort which he
derived during his last days, and indeed almost if not quite to his
dying hour, is both touching and significant. The writings which
he borrowed from this Library and which proved to be of such
inexpressible comfort to him were by John Brown of Edinburgh
(on Peter I and also his "Parting Counsels"), the works of Robert
Leighton on Peter, and the writings of F. W. Krummacher, "The
Risen Redeemer," "Elijah the Tishbite," "Elisha" and (the work
which he prized above all) "The Suffering Saviour," the very last
he read. These, I say, were so blessed to him that words failed him
to tell of his abounding joy. This pleasure and relish for these
wonderful works, was transmitted to his daughter and her g-ood
husband, to whom these books have become as precious as they
were to the dear departed father.
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Oh! that each of us may be found ready at life's eventide:
Oft as the bell, with solemn toll,
Speaks the departure of a soul,
Let each one ask himself, "Am I
Prepared, should I be called to die?"

Only this frail and fleeting breath
Preserves me from the jaws of death;
Soon as it fails, at once I'm gone,
And plunged into a world unknown.

Then leaving all I loved below,
To God's tribunal I must go;
Must hear the Judge pronounce my fate,
And fix my everlasting state.
But could I bear to hear him say,
"Depart, accursed, far away!
With Satan, in the lowest hell,
Thou art for ever doom'd to dwell."

Lord Jesus! help me now to flee,
And seek my hope alone in Thee;
Apply Thy blood, Thy spirit give,
Subdue my sin, and let me live.

Then, when the solemn bell I hear,
H saved from guilt, I need not fear;
Nor would the thought distressing be,
Perhaps it next may toll for me!

Rather my spirit would rejoice,
And long and wish to hear Thy voice;
Glad when it bids me earth resign,
Secure of heaven, if Thou art mine.

(John Newton).
H Evangelical books are so blessed when all else around sinks into

nothingness they are, I am sure you will agree, worth prizing and
making our constant companions during days of health and vigour.
And so yet another member has found it, for he writes to say:

"The Evangelical Library has been used to feed my soul
through the works of faithful men like John Rogers and Paton,
fanning in me a passion for my Saviour glowing at the fires
which burn in the letters and hymns of Samuel Rutherford and
John Newton."

Finally let me read a letter which came with yesterday's post:
"It seems a long time since I wrote to you but the Evangelical

Library is in my thoughts very much, for today's need of the
sound teaching of the precious truths of Scripture is greater
than ever. I honestly believe the Library with its ever-widening
influence is a real source of blessing to many and will glorify
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the name of our God. I think when one tastes the doctrines of
God's grace as expounded by the Puritans, especially when one
is young in the faith, it proves a shield against much that falls
short yet passes today for true religion. As enabled to circulate
the writings of the Fathers who stood for truth amidst error; who
bought and brought the liberty which we now enjoy, the Library
will prosper. Let us thank God also for guiding spiritual men
to write so superbly of the great doctrines of the righteousness,
the grace and the love of God. 0 for men to preach Christ as
Richard Sibbes; to quote one of his sentences: '0 happy con
dition of a Christian if we could but know our happiness.'
May our heavenly Father continue to guide in all matters con
nected with the undertaking."

Thus I have sought to explain the purpose, to describe the
progress of the work and the activities of our helpers, and to record
the testimonies of those who have drunk at the stream which springs
from the Throne of God and is reflected in the works made available
by this project. I conclude by one final appeal, which is that you
will, each one of you, prayerfully consider the fullest extent of
support with which you can strengthen our hands and enable us to
cope with the ever-mounting calls upon our funds.
The Evangelical Library, GEOFFREY WILLIAMS.

78a Chiltern Street,
London, W.1.

Aged Pilgrims

NEW SECRETARY OF A.P.F.S.

The following announcements appeared in "The Quarterly
Record," April 1960:
NEW SECRETARY

The Committee are pleased to be able to announce the appoint
ment, after careful and prayerful consideration, of MR. FRANK R.
CLIFFORD, of Bristol, to the position of General Secretary of the
Society, in succession to the late Mr. F. J Wilderspin.

The appointment has been the subject of much prayer on the
part of the Committee, and also on that of Mr. Clifford, who has
testified to having realised the Lord's leading step by step in this
important matter.

Mr. Clifford began his duties on March 1st, when he was wel
comed by members of the Committee, who, together with Mr.
Clifford, sought the divine blessing on the appointment. The Com
mittee feel sure that all subscribers and friends of the Society will
join them in these prayers.
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FOR YOUR DIARY
153rd Anniversary of A.P.F.S. at Bridewell Hall, Eccleston Place,

Saturday, May 28th, 2.45 p.m. (Sermon) and 5.30 (Meeting).

* * * * *
The Annual Meeting of the Bristol Auxiliary is planned for May

12th, at 7.15 p.m., in St. John-on-the-Wall Church. The Rev. W.
Dodgson Sykes in the chair, and Pastor S. A. Garnham as speaker.

* * * * *
The Camberwell Sale of Work is to be held on June 2nd, in the

Havil Street Hall, immediately behind Camberwell Town Hall.

* * * * *
The Hornsey Rise Home, 89th Anniversary and Sale of Work, is

arranged for July 1st.
* * * * *

The Leicester Homes Sale of Work will be held on July 9th.
WORTHY OF EMULATION

The Bradford-on-Avon Junior Dorcas is rendering valuable aid to
the Society, and at the same time its members are learning to do
useful work. This active and enthusiastic group was formed in 1955
by Mrs. H. Tabor, who still guides in the making of useful garments,
knitted goods, and toys.

The youngest member is 8 years of age, and the oldest 18; they
meet every Friday evening from 5 to 7 p.m. Many of them have
visited the Hornsey Rise and Midlands Homes, and have seen for
themselves some of the pilgrims whom they are helping so practically.
At the Annual Sale of Work of the Bath and District Auxiliary their
stall alone brought in a total of over £50.

More groups such as this would be welcomed by the Society, as
by this means the interest of the younger members of our community
is aroused in the welfare of the aged, and the rendering of unselfish
service is fostered. Since the purpose of the service is for the further
ance of a work amongst the Lord's people, the work is naturally
combined with the teaching of the Word of the Lord.

[Pastor H. Salke1d is the Pastor of the Old Baptist Church,
Bradford-on-Avon.J

THE 153RD ANNIVERSARY
SATURDAY, MAY 28TH

The 153rd Anniversary of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society will,
D.V., be held in BRIDEWELL HALL, Eccleston Place, on Saturday,
May 28th, 1960. Sermon at 2.45 by the Rev. H. M. Carson, RA.,
RD. (St. Paul's, Cambridge). Evening meeting at 5.30 p.m., when
His Honour Judge H. S. Ruttle will preside, supported by the Rev.
H. M.Carson and Pastor C. 1. Sleeman (Haslemere), and other
gentlemen.

All friends are invited. Coach parties will be very welcome.
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FOREIGN AID COMMITTEE
LETTER FROM MR. TASKER
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DEAR MISS PAYNE,
Thank you for your letter, and I do appreciate the friends' kind

enquiries concernin~ my health and welfare. I should so like to let
them know that apart from bodily weakness, I have no bodily
troubles. Seeing I shall soon be 83 years old, what thankfulness!
what humbleness of mind should be mine! May the Lord in His
grace grant me these blessings.

I am so g-Iad the work goes on-and increases-under your care.
I often think of the labour the clothing parcels involve. Others have
discontinued owing to the trouble of sanitary certificates and the
high cost of carria~e; yet the struggle for survival is more intense
than ever. May the Lord of the vineyard strengthen your hands,
and bless the friends for their liberal supplies.

And may He bless His own Word you send into the darkness. It is
His WORD that shall not return unto Him void when He sends it.
Tracts, Leaflets, Magazines (the world is full of them), are all useful
in their way, but it is only the Sword of the Spirit that will penetrate
the darkness, and only the Bread of Heaven that will satisfy a hungry
soul.

I do so rejoice that four children of the late widow Mary are
sustained. To my knowledge the dear saint put up many prayers and
shed many tears on their behalf, and the Almighty graciously heard
and answered her poor petitions. But how? By moving the hearts
of some of His people in a distant land whom she never knew and
certainly never saw! Truly "with God nothing- shall be impossible" !
But what a privilege to be the means used by Him for such a
purpose! And now let us daily petition this same Almighty, that by
His grace they may be His children indeed. When you are next
writing the minister at --- will you kindly ask him to give them
my love. Also to the little girl who is in M---.

Will you please pass my cordial greetings to all friends. He rules
in the midst of His enemies, but soon-very soon-every enemy
shall be beneath His feet. Even so. Come Lord Jesus.

Yours· in His precious Name, ALBERT T. TASKER.
Would friends kindly note the address for parcels is :

Mr. T. R. Payne, 49 Port Hall Road, Brighton, Sussex.
Communications to: Miss R. C. Payne (Hon. Sec.), 21a Brigden

Street, Brighton, Sussex.
The despatch of Scriptures for 1959 were: Bibles, 44; New

Testaments, 621; Gospels, 2,912. Bales of clothing sent were 114.
The steady despatch of Scriptures has only been made possible by

the free grants of the Trinitarian Bible Society and we would tender
our grateful thanks to this Society for so generously supplying all
our needs.
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"PREACH THE WORD"

A MESSAGE TO MINISTERS

By the REV. J. BATTERSBY (Sheffield)
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"Preach the Word."-2 Tim. 4: 2.

THE Apostle opens this Chapter with a most solemn charge to
Timothy that he would be faithful and constant in the discharge of
his ministerial duties. The charge is made to Timothy before God
and before the Lord Jesus Christ, Who shall judge the quick and
dead at His appearing and His kingdom.

Timothy was a highly favoured young man,--he had a godly
grandmother, a godly mother, and from a child he had known the
Scriptures, which were able to make him wise unto salvation through
faith which is in Christ Jesus. This young man was called to the
work of the ministry, and he was not to neglect the gift which he
had received to this end. He was to attend to reading, to exhort
ation, and to doctrine. He was to be an example to believers, in
word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, and in purity.
These and many other things the Apostle directed him to observe,
calling God, the Lord Jesus Christ, and the elect angels to witness:
'.'1 charge thee before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, and the elect
angels, that thou observe these things without preferring one before
another, doing nothing by partiality." And again, "I charge thee
.... PREACH THE WORD."

I hope that the Lord by His Spirit will help us to discover, to
some extent, to you the force of the Apostolic direction to Timothy:
"PREACH THE WORD." The Minister must be constantly at his work,
both in season and out of season-both publicly and privately--:-both
in times of trouble and in times of prosperity. The Minister is to
be wholly and always given to the work of the Ministry.

I am quite aware that there are persons who ignore the Ministry
altogether, but between them and me there is no agreement what
ever. There are persons who frequently deny to others that which
they themselves are very fond of practising.

I.-WHAT IS MEANT BY THE WORD?

ConsMler first, what is meant by "THE WORD." 'this may be
taken either for Christ, the ESSENTIAL WORD, or for the Gospel as
revealed to us in the Scriptures. I must say a few words upon each
of these views.

CHRIST AS THE WORD
Christ is often brought before us as "THE WORD." He bears

this title in St. John (1 : 1). It may be difficult to! determine the
origin of His being called" THE WORD," but that He is so called,·
the Scriptures declare again and again. "In the beginning was THE

I
I
III
I'
1

1
,

III
III

:111



,

228 The Gospel Magazine

"~I

I)

II1

WORD, and THE WORD was with God, and THE WORD was God."
The antiquity and divinity of "THE WORD" are here revealed to us.
Jehovah Jesus "THE WORD" has made known to us the Godhead,
for He is the image of the invisible God.

The relationship between Christ, "THE WORD" and the Father,
seems to be somethin~ like that of speech to thought. It is very
difficult, however, to give an illustration which will convey an exact
idea of the r~lationship between the Father and the Son. "THE
WORD" is the second Person in the Trinity. "THE WORD was made
flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as
of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth." St.
John could say, "That which was from the beginning, which we
have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have
looked upon, and our hands have handled of THE WORD of life"
(1 John 1 : 1). "His Name is called THE WORD OF GOD" (Rev.
19: 13). St. Luke speaks of those who were eye witnesses and min
isters of "THE WORD" (1 : 2). St. Paul commended the elders at
Ephesus to God, and to "THE WORD" of His grace. All the parts of
these verses favour the idea that Christ the Essenltia'l Word is in
tended, Who is able to build up believers, and to give them an
inheritance among- all them which are sanctified (Acts 20: 32).

There is a most remarkable passag-e in the 4th of Hebrews which,
to my mind, speaks of the Incarnate Word. "For the Word of
God." Now see what is attributed to this "Word of God." He is
((liVl~ng." The Word has life in Himself, and gives life to whom
soever He pleases. He ever lives. He is also «powerful" or activ:e.
The Word is all-powerful and effecting whatsoever He pleases both
in heaven and earth. But let us read the verses together: "For the
Word of God is living, and active, and sharper than any two-edged
sword, and piercing- even to the dividing of soul and spirit, of both
joints and marrow, and quick to discern the thoughts and intents of
the heart." The Word is quick to discern between things that differ,
and sharp enough to pierce and to divide between flesh and spirit,
between Isaac and Ishmael, between J.acob and Esau, between the
new and the old man in the child of God. There is nothing hid
from His penetrating and all seeing eye. "And there is no creature
that is not manifest in His sight: but all things are naked and laid
open before the eyes of Him with Whom we have to do." I have no
doubt in my own mind but that the Second Person in the glorious
Trinity is described in all these passages.

God the Father has made all things by Christ-"THE WORD."
He upholds and governs all things, both in providence and grace by
Christ-"THE WORD." He reveals Himself, and discovers His will
by Christ-"THE WORD." God has spoken to us by His Son, Who
is the Eternal, Essential, and Divine Word. Preach THE WORD.
Preach Jehovah-Jesus!
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THE WORD AS THE GOSPEL

Again, the Word orften means the Gospel. I shall give you a few
examples. Now it is no mean privilege to be called to preach the
Gospel, which is good tidings of great joy to those who are in
spiritual need. The Gospel is God's power unto salvation. The
Gospel is both glorious and everlasting, bringing peace to the people.

It is called "the word of God" which effectually works in believers
(1 Thes. 2: 13). Why does it effectually work? Because it comes in
power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance.

The Gospel is called athe word of life" (Phi!. 2 : 16). And why
is it "the word of life"? Because when the Gospel is preached, it is
the means in the hand of the Spirit not only of quickening dead
sinners, but of reviving drooping saints. "Quicken me, 0 Lord,
according to Thy Word" (Psalm 119).

The Gospel is called athe word' of faith" (Rom. 10: 8). Why is
it the word of faith? Because God puts honour upon the preaching
of the Gospel to the producing of faith in the heart.

The Gospel is called athe word of truth" (Eph. 1 : 13). And why
so? Because it makes known to us the true God, the true Christ,
the true Spirit, and the true way to heaven and glory. This word of
truth is the instrument which God uses in regenerating sinners. "Of
His own will begat He us with the word of truth, that we should
be a kind of first fruits of His creatures" (James 1 : 18).

The Gospel is athe' word of reconciliation!' (2 Cor. 5: 19). Why
is it so called? Because it reveals to us how God has reconciled
sinners to Himself in Christ Jesus. It is not the sinner who reconciles
himself to God, but it is God in Christ Who makes peace by the
blood of the cross, and so reconciles both Jew and Gentile unto Him
self (Eph. 2).

The Gospel is also declared to be "the word of salvation:' St.
Paul thus addressed the men of Israel, and those who feared God
at Antioch : "Men and brethren, children of the stock of Abraham,
and whosoever among you feareth God, to you is the word of this
salvation sent" Acts 13 : 26). If you were to read the chapter, you
would see God's wonderful scheme in the salvation of sinners most
carefully unfolded.

I think I need not attempt any further proof in confirmation of
the Gospel being called the Word. The Gospel is the word of good
news from a far country. It is the word of life to dead sinners.
It is the word of light to enlighten the understanding. It is the
word of peace to those who were at war against God. It is the word
of reconciliation and friendship to those who were enemies and
strangers to Christ. It is the word of consolation and comfort to
those who are in any trial or trouble. It is the word of healing to
those who are broken in heart.. The Lord looks to him that is poor



230 The Gospel Magazine

and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at His word. Jehovah Jesus
has the tongue of the learned, and He knows how and when to
speak the word of His Gospel to him that is weary.

The Word of God often means the sp'olken word of Jesus when
upon earth. We read, "And it came to pass, that, as the people
pressed upon Him to hear the W or,d of God." He taught them out
of a ship at the lake of Gennesaret (Luke 5). He explains the seed,
which the sower went out to sow, as the Word of God (Luke 8).
And He commends those who hear the Word of God and keep it
(Luke 11 : 28). I think, from what I have now said, you will see
that the Word of God fr.equently means the Gospel, or the doctrine
of the Gospe~ as taught by our Lord.

n.-WHAT IS IMPLIED IN PREACHING THE WORD

Let us now consider, secondly, what is implied in preaching "THE
WORD." A preacher is a Crier, a Proclaimer, a Herald. The Baptist
came crying in the wilderness, "Prepare ye the way of the Lord."
The Lord Himself was a Proclaimer of the good news of the
mysteries of the Kingdom of heaven. And St. Paul assures us that
he was ordained a Preacher, and an Apostle, and a Teacher of the
Gentiles (2 Tim. 1 : 2).

To make an effectual Preacher and Teacher, certain qualificatiorns
are indispensably necessary. A Preacher must be calfed and sent of
God (Rom. 10: 15). Every Clergyman in the Church of England
has solemnly declared at his Ordination that he is inwardly moved
by the Holy Ghost to take upon himself the Office and Ministry
of the Word, to serve God for the promoting of His glory, and the
edifying of His people. And if this be really so with them, then how
earnest they ought to be in the work of the Ministry. A successful
Preacher must also be "gentle unto all, apt to teach, patient, in
meekness instructing those that oppose themselves" (2 Tim. 2 : 24,
25). It is not possible for man to manufacture Preachers and
Teachers. This is the Holy Ghost's work. Preachers, as they are
Ministers of Christ and Stewards of the mysteries of God, should be
found faithful (l Cor. 4: 1, 2). I might mention some other features
and qualifications of an efficient Minister of the Lord Jesus Christ.

IN CHRIST
Preach the truth of the Gospel, as it is in Christ. God has

blessed his people with every spiritual blessing IN CHRIST before the
world began (Eph. 1). He chose them IN CHRIST. He accepted them
IN CHRIST. He has preserved them IN CHRIST (Jude). He has given
them eternal life IN CHRIST (Col. 3: 3; Rom. 6: 21), and their
eternal standing is IN CHRIST (1 John 5 : 20). God has saved His
people, and called them with a holy calling, not according to their
works, but according to His own purpose and grace, which was given
them IN Christ Jesus before the world began (2 Tim. 1 : 9). Preach-
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ing the truth of the Gospel IN Christ-"THE WORD," is a glorious
theme. I shall here quote two or three passages, which will still
further illustrate the truth of the Gospel as it is IN Christ-"THE
WORD."

In the 45th of Isaiah you wilI read: "Surely, shall one say, IN the
Lord have I righteousness and strength: even to him shaH men
come; and all that are incensed against Him shall be ashamed. IN
the Lord shall all the seed of Israel be justified, and shall glory."
Righteousness IN Christ, suength IN Christ, Justification IN Christ,
and Glorification IN Christ.

The same truth is set forth in the New Testament. "God hath
made Him to be sin for us, Who knew no sin; that we might be
made the righteousness of God IN Him" (2 Cor. 5: 21). "All the
Promises of God IN Him are yea, and IN Him Amen, unto the glory
of God." "In Christ 'THE WORD/ dwelleth all the fulness of the
Godhead bodily. And ye are complete IN Him" (Col. 2 : 9, 10).

Now you will have some idea of the truth of the Gospel, as it is IN
Christ-"THE WORD." The child of God has had this eternal stand
ing given him IN Christ-"THE WORD." He lived IN Christ, he died
IN Christ, he was buried IN Christ, he rose IN Christ, he ascended IN
Christ, and now he sits IN heavenly places, IN Christ-"THE WORD."
This is union, blessed, glorious, and eternal!

BY CHRIST

Preach the truth of the Gospel as it is by Christ.
By Christ we have Redemption. By Christ we have Forgiveness

of sins. By Christ we have Peace with God. By Him we have
Justification (Acts 13 : 39). By Him we are reconciled and brought
near to God (Col. 1 :20; Eph. 2: 13).

Now, take the 5th of Romans as an illustration of "By" denoting
merit. The Apostle says, "We were reconciled to God BY the death
of His Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved BY

His life." "By our Lord Jesus Christ, we have received the atone
ment." "The gift BY grace-by One Man, Jesus Christ, hath
abounded unto many." Those who receive abundance of grace
and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life BY One, Jesus
Christ." "By one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so BY

the obedience of one shall many be made righteous." "Grace shall
reign through righteousness unto eternal life BY Jesus Christ our
Lord."

You will now perceive the force of the word "BY" as denoting
ment. This is Christ-"THE WORD," as He is the Saviour of the
body, the Church. "For BY One offering He hath perfected for ever
them that are sanctified." By Christ, merit'oriously, the whole body
has been restored to God.
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THROUGH CHRIST
Preach the truth of the Gospel as ~t comes to us through Christ.

THROUGH Christ denotes blessing-the blessing which experz~mentally

falls and rests upon the people of God. The word for BY and
THROUGH is the same word in the original. YOll will, however, see
my meaning as I proceed.

When Peter preached Christ on the day of Pentecost, he explained
that the outpouring of the Holy Ghost was according to Promise.
These are his words: "This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we
all are witnesses. Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted,
and having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost,
He hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear" (Acts 2).

And again, in the 3rd chapter of Titus: "But after that the
kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared, not
by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His
mercy He saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing
of the Holy Ghost, which He shed on us abundantly through Jesus
Christ our Saviour." The Holy Ghost is a quickening and regener
ating Spirit. He is a reviving and directing Spirit to the saints.
He is a Teacher of the ignorant, a Remembrancer to the forgetful,
a Comforter of the afflicted, and a Glorifier of Christ in all the
people of God. All the graces of the Spirit come to us THROUGH
Christ-"THE WORD." Christ gives us His Spirit, and with Him all
the fruit of the Spirit, such as "love, joy, peace, long-suffering,
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, and temperance.

Now, we are not only thus blessed with all the graces of the Spirit
THROUGH Christ "THE WORD," but all the gifts bestowed upon the
church are given THROUGH Christ "THE WORD." "Unto everyone
in the church is given grace according to the measure of the gift of
Christ. Wherefore, He saith, when He ascended upon high, He led
captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men. . . . . And He gave
some, Apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and
some, pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the
work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: till we
all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son
of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the
fulness of Christ" (Eph. 4).

WITNESSES OF CHRIST
Preachers are Christ's witnesses. Before He ascended up to heaven

He told His disciples to remain in Jerusalem until they were bap
tised with the Holy Ghost. He said to them, "But yet shall receive
power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall
be WITNESSES unto ME, both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in
Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth."

Let Preachers and Teachers never forget their Office. They are
Christ's witnesses. Let them witness to the truth of the Gospel as it is
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IN Christ-"THE WORD." Let them witness to the truth of the Gospel
as it is BY Christ-"THE WORD." And let them witness also to the
truth of the Gospel as it is THROUGH Christ-"THE WORD." If they
do this, and fulfil the Office of the ministry to which they profess
to be called by the Holy Ghost, then congregations will understand
what is implied in preaching "THE WORD."

ALL PRAISE TO CHlRIST
Before passing to our next point, let me observe that our uniorn.

is IN Christ. Oh, to be found IN Him was the heartfelt desire of the
Apostle Paul; may it be our desire. Our meritorious standing before
God is BY Christ-BY His blood-BY His Cross and Passion He
saves and delivers us from all iniquity. Our spiritual blessings come
down to us THROUGH Christ.

But, there is another little word TO Christ. "For of Him, and
through Him, and TO Him are all things: TO WHOM be glory for
ever. Amen" (Rom. 11 : 36). This is the word of Praise. To HIM.
Is it unreasonable to give Christ the Praise due TO His Name? I
think not. "UNTO Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins
in His own blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto God and
His Father: TO Him be glory and dominion for ever and ever.
Amen." The white robed throng continually cry, "Salvation TO
our God which sitteth upon the throne, and UNTO the Lamb."
"Not unto us, 0 Lord, not unto us, but UNTO Thy Name give glory,
for Thy mercy, and for Thy truth's sake." 0, Thou Word of God,
Thou hast done wonderful things for us already, whereof our souls
are glad. All praise TO Thee!

IlL-EFFECTS OF PREACHING THE WORD

I shall now z~n the third place notice the effects of preaching
THE WORD. I can only mention some few of them, but I hope to
throw out sufficient to lead you into a further investigation of the
subject generally for yourselves.

I.-A SEPARATING EFFECT
Preaching the Word has a separating and dividing effect. The

wheat is sejJarated from the chaff. The precious is separated' from
the vile. The children of light are divided from the children of
darkness. The sheep are divid>ed from the goats. And so we might
go on. The Word preached has a separating and dividing effect.
Let the Minister of God cry aloud and spare not, for the Gospel
in the hand of the Spirit will accomplish the purpose of Jehovah
in calling sinners to the enjoyment of the kingdom of grace here,
and to the obtaining of the kingdom of glory hereafter.

St. Paul when writing to the Corinthians says: "For Christ sent
me not to baptise, bu t to preach the Gospel." How he was to preach
the Gospel is next described: "Not with wisdom of words, lest the
cross of Christ should be made of none effect." The reason assigned
then follows: "For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish
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foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God."
He next exposes the wisdom of the men of this world, which wisdom
God destroys. And well He might. "For after that in the wisdom of
God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the
foolishness of preaching to save them that believe." It is not by
foolish preaching that God saves sinners, but by the foolishness of
preaching Christ crucified, that persons are brought to a knowledge
of the truth. The Jews may require a sign, and the Greeks may
seek after the wisdom of this world, but the Minister of God preaches
the Word, which is Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumbling
block, and unto the Greeks foolishness: "But unto them which are
called both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the
wisdom of God."

Has not the preaching of the Word a separating effect? By the
preaching of the Word, men are delivered from the power of dark
ness, and translated into the kingdom of God's dear Son. Ministers
may, and do often feel their weakness and insufficiency in preaching
the Gospel, but I would encourage them to go forward and proclaim
in the ears of the people "the unsearchable riches of Christ,"
"whether they will hear, or whether they will forbear." The Minister
is only an earthen vessel. Let the pitcher be broken-let Christ the
true Light shine forth, and let the great Gospel trumpet be blown,
that separation and division between the children of God and the
children of the devil will be a manifest effect.

n.-A SAVING EFFECT

Again, preaching the Word has an attractive and' saving e'O'ect.
We read in the 8th of Acts, that a great persecution arose against
the Church which was at Jerusalem, and that they were all scattered
abroad, except the Apostles. Now those who were scattered abroad
"went everywhere preaching the Word."

Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and there preached
Christ unto the people. They were attracted by what they heard
and saw, for it is said: "And the people with one accord gave heed
unto those things which Philip spake, hearing and seeing the miracles
which he wrought." "And there was great joy in that city." Now,
they were not only attracted by the preaching of the Word, but
they believed to the saving of their souls, the things which they
heard Philip preach "concerning the kingdom of God, and the Name
of the Lord Jesus Christ."

Peter and John afterwards confirmed the words which had been
spoken by Philip, for it is said, "And they, when they had testified
and preached the Word of the Lord, returned to Jerusalem, and
preached the Gospel in many villages of the Samaritans."

Philip was also employed as the honoured instrument in explain
ing the 53rd of Isaiah to the Ethiopian Eunuch. "He preached unto
him Jesus." And the Eunuch "believed that Jesus Christ is the
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Son of Cou." He was baptised, and "went on his way rejoicing."
You will sce from this· account that preaching the Word has an
attractive effect, a saving effect, and a gladdening effect.

But let liS sce how it attracts and saves numbers. The common
people heard our Lord gladly. After His Ascension, we read of
one hundred and twenty disciples being assembled together with one
acconl in an upper room in Jerusalem. This, you say, was not a
large nllfnher. But wait until the Holy Ghost descends on the day
of Pentecost, and then you hear Peter both preaching Christ and
expla.ining the Word of promise. The result of his preaching and
expositioll was that three thousand souls were added to the Church
that self-sallx: day. Then we read of five thousand: "Howbeit many
of them wh ich heard the Word believed; and the numbers of the
men was ahout five thousand" (Acts 4: 4). And were there no
women? I think they would outnumber the men. They often do
in a good cause. We read also of myriadir of Jews who believed
(21 : 20). Myriads, i.e" tens of thousands there were who believed
the Gospl'l preached unto them.

And 1)('1"1' wc might enlarge in confirmation of the fact that
preaching the Word has an attractive and saving effect. Christ's
words arc' as true and as powerful now as ever they were. "And I,
if I be liftl'd up. from the earth, will draw all unto Me"! Lift up
Christ in pn'aching the WORD.

1lI.-AN EMBOLDENING EFFECT

Agai7/, jneaching the Word has an emboldening effe'ct upon the
preacheTJ tlu:rnselves. When Peter and John were haled before the
Rulers in .Jef'llsa]em, to give account of the good deed which they
had done to lhe impotent man, who laid daily at the gate of the
temple, Peter, being filled with the Holy Ghost, said unto them:

"Be it known unto you all, and to all the people of Israel,
that hy lhe Name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, Whom ye cruci
fied, Whom God raised from the dead, even by Him doth this
man stane! here before you whole. This is the Stone which was
set at nOllght of you builders, which is become the head of the
corner. Nci thl'r is there salvation in any other, for there is none
other Name IlI"lder heaven given among men, whereby we must
be saved."

Now when the Rukrs saw the boldness of Peter and John, they
discovered that they had been with Jesus.

Neither could the: Rulers deny that a notable miracle had been
wrought. The Council threatened the disicples and commanded
them not to speak at all nor teach in the Name of Jesus. The
disciples could not submit to be silent, for they must speak the
things which they had heard and seen of God. The Council might
threaten and command them, but preach and teach in the Name of
Jesus they must, and did (Acts 4).
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Soon after this, the Apostles are taken prisoners, but an angel of
the Lord opens the prison doors for them, and' immediately they
are standing in the temple preaching the Word and teaching the
people.

Again, they are brought before the Council. Peter's defence is,
"We ought to' obey God rather than men." The Council would
have slain them had it not been for the influence of Gamaliel, who
addressed the Council, saying: "Refrain from these men, and let
them alone: for if this counsel or this work be of men, it will come
to nought. But if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it; lest haply
ye be found to fight against God. And to him they agreed; and
when they had called the Apostles, and beaten them, they com
manded that they should not speak in the Name of Jesus, and let
them go."

And now what follows? Are the disciples daunted by threats,
by stripes, and by imprisonments? No! No! "And they departed
from the presence of the Council, rejoicing that they were counted
worthy to suffer shame for His Name. And daily in the temple,
and in every house, they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus
Christ" (Acts 5).

15 it not a fact that preaching the Word emboOdens the Preacher?
If so, "Preach the Word." "Preach Christ." "Preach the Gospel,"
and be not ashamed, for it is the power of God unto salvation to
everyone that believeth.

TO WHOM IS THE WORD TO BE PREACHED?

It is now time to bring this subject to a conclusion, but before
doing so, I shall answer a question which has been put to me on
more than one occasion. TO' whom is the Word to' be preached?
Or is not the Gospel to be preached to every cre'a:ture? There may
be some persons present who would ask the same question, if they
Iu'ld the opportunity afforded them.

Our answer to the enquiry is: "Preach the Word among all
Nations, and proclaim the Gospel to the ends of the earth." Our
King, the Lord Jesus Christ, has spoken, and His command to us
is law. What does the King command? Hear ye His Word: "Go
ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel to every creature."

There is nothing said about «offering>' and «proposing>' the
Gospel to every creature. The Gospel must be preached to every
creature. I hope the Preacher will never forget his high office, that
he is one of the King's Heralds, that he is a Crier and Prodaimer of
good news to the people.

The Gospel in the hand of the Spirit will accomplish its own work.
Preach the Gospel to the poor in Spirit, and it will heal their
broken hearts. Preach deliverance to the captives, the recovering
of sight to the blind, and liberty to the bruiser!. Preach the Gospel,
hut take care that it is the Gospel, and it will discover the choice
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jewels of God's love and mercy. Those who are in spiritual poverty,
will hail with delight the riches of grace as revealed in the Word.
The spiritually awakened, who feel their need and want help, will
see that God has laid help upon One that is Mighty-even upon
Jehovah Jesus. They will believe the Gospel and be saved. "He that
believeth and is baptised shall be saved," and the rest will, without
doubt, perish everlastingly. "But he that believeth not shall be
damned."

What more shall I say to you upon this all important subject?
I have shewn what is meant by "THE WORD." I have shewn you
what is implied in preaching "THE WORD." And I have also shewn
you some of the effects of preaching "THE WORD." And now, my
beloved, we have this blessed and glorious promise, «That the Word
of the Lord shall not return unto Him voicfi, but it shall accormplish
that which He pleases, and it shall prosper in the thing wheretol He
sends it." Therefore, preach the Word here, and preach the Word
there. Preach the Word lovingly, and preach the Word faithfully.
Preach the Word constantly and fail not. Preach the Word boldly,
and fear not. "PREACH THE WORD."
Sermons, Vol. 7, No. 4 (1882). JAMES BATTERSBY.

[This Sermon has been slightly abbreviated. The sub-headings
have been inserted and shorter paragraphs adopted.-Editor.J

"We've no abiding city here,"
This may distress the worldling's mind;

But should not cost the saint a tear,
Who hopes a better rest to find.

"We've no abiding city here,"
Then let us live as pilgrims do;

Let not the world our rest appear,
But let us haste from all below.

[Hebrews 13: 14.J Thomas Kelly, 1804.

Jesus lives! No longer now
Can thy terrors, Death, appal us;

Jesus lives! By this we know
Thou, 0 Grave, canst not enthral us.

Jesus lives! Our hearts know well
Nought from us His love can sever:

Life, nor death, nor powers of hell,
Tear us from His keeping ever.

C. F. Gellert, 1757; Tr. F. E. Cox, 1841.
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Poetry

NIGHTFALL

I pray that ere I sink in sleep,
o Lord, that Thou wilt give

An angel guard my soul to keep,
As I to Thee now live.

I know that all who fear Thy Name
Are kept secure by Thee;

Thy love is evermore the same
And that love shelters me.

Thy hand will ever keep Thine own,
I have no cause for fear;

Relying on Thy love alone,
I know that Thou art near.

Encircled with a settled peace,
I do not fear the storm;

I know that winds and tempests cease
When Thou dost show Thy Form.

And so, as night again draws nigh,
I nestle 'neath Thy wing,

For whilst my limbs in slumber lie
Thou wilt renewal bring.

Rodden Rectory, Frome.

THE TRUE RICHES

Do we know that we are sinners,
Sinners every one?

Jesus Christ has died to save us,
Freedom won.

From the favour of the worldling
Have we been cast out?

Yet by Jesus we are welcomed,
Without doubt.

Do we feel that we are naked,
Naked in our soul?

Righteousness of Jesus clothes us,
Clothes us whole.

T. PITTAWAY.
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For the manna are we hungry,
Yearning to be fed?

Jesus is to famished mortals
Living bread.

Do we want the life eternal
In our bodies frail?

Jesus gives His own life to us,
Without fail.

Is for us a heavenly mansion
Jesus has prepared?

Yes, if we have in our journey
Service shared.

THE PRINCE OF PEACE

In righteousness the Prince of Peace
E'er long will come to reign;

Then shall strife and discord cease,
And all be calm again.

He'll come to set His people free,
In bondage held so long;

I-lis love and beauty we shall see,
And sing the triumph song.

No more shall fears of war arise,
Nor thoughts of hatred grow;

Love, peace and joy which He supplies
Shall all God's children know.
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T. PI1TAWAY.

No longer host opposing host
As they have done before;

Through all the world from coast to coast
Men study war no more.

No tongue shall utter warlike words
To spoil the peaceful years;

To ploughshares men shall beat their swords,
To pruning hooks their spears.

His reign of peace shall know no end;
His changeless love shall rule;

His children shall behold their Friend,
And gladly own His rule.

7 Stratford Avenue, Bolton, Lancs. WILLIAM DAVIES.
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T. Pittaway.

RICH GRACE

Tune: Epiphany.

Jesus, our Shepherd, from Thee are the rivers
Flowing in fulness of grace to Thine own;

Thine are the places of peaceful communion
Where we may meet with our Saviour alone.

Thine are the slopes where the vines of fair Eshcol
Ripen their clusters to give us delight;

Thine are the pastures and still-flowing waters
Which in our journey will gladden our sight.

o let us take what our Lord has provided,
For our resource is all treasured in Him;

His are the riches beyond all computing,
His the reward which no canker can dim.

They who each day will receive the abundance
Of the rich grace which the Lord can bestow,

To their glad heart is imparted the secret
Which all the children of Jesus shall know.

Rodden Rectory, Frome. T. Pittaway.

THE SUN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS (Malachi 4 : 2)

Tune: C.M.

o precious Sun of Righteousness,
Which never goeth down,

Shine now upon our souls to bless
And all Thy mercies crown.

Thou art the everlasting Light
Which shines upon Thine own;

o quicken now our mortal sight
To see Thy beams alone.

No night can come where Thou dost shine,
No darkness veil the sky;

Thy moon can never know decline,
But still she rides on high.

With Thee, our Sun, our light shall grow
Into the perfect day,

Whilst Thy bright rays' eternal glow
Shall ever with us stay.

Rodden Rectory, Frome.
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