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TRUSTEES OF THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE

The Trustees of The Gospel Magazine held their Annual Meeting

in London on March 28th.

Reference was made by the Chairman to the great loss the

Trustees had sustained in the passing of one of their number, the

late REV. HAROLD H. R. HILL, who in times of emergency readily

edited the Magazine and who at all times was most helpful in

furthering its work.

With this issue of the Magazine we begin the use of a slightly

larger type. We feel that this will have its advantages and will,

perhaps, be a help to some of those who are more advanced in

years.

We ask the prayers of all our readers for the Holy Spirit's guid

ance of the Trustees and of all who so regularly and willingly write

and work for the production of the Magazine, that "the Name of

the Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in it, according to the grace

of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ" (2 Thessalonians 1 : 12).

~
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THE FAMILY PORTION

.,

OR, WORDS OF SPIRITUAL CAUTION, COUNSEL, AND COMFORT

" Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort
them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves arc

comforted of God."-2 CORINTHIANS i. 4.

"CERTAINLY I WILL BE WITH THEE"

"And Moses said unto God, Who am I, that 1 should go unto
Pharaoh, and that 1 should bring forth the children of Israel
out of Egypt? And He said, Certainly 1 will be with thee."
-Exodus 3: 11,12.

IN this F'amily Portion we invite the attention of our readers to
God's gracious assuran,ce to His servant Moses when he was called
to go before Pharaoh' and to bring forth the children of Israel out
of Egypt. We referred to this assurance in the issue of January 1952.
but then centred thought rather upon a later assurance given in
Exodus 33: 14: "And He said, My presence shall go with thee, (//1(/

I will give thee rest." In this issue we concentrate attention upon
the earlier assurance of Exodus 3: 12: "CERTAINLY I WILL BE WITII
TIlEE." May God the Holy Spirit guide our thoughts and (he
thoughts of those who read these pages.

The children of Israel were in grievous bondage, but God "knew
their sorrows" and "heard their cry." The record is as follow~:

"And it came to pass in process of time, that the king of Egypl
died: and the children of Israel sighed by reason of the bondage,
and they cried, and their cry came up unto God by reason of the
bondage. And God heard their groaning, and God remembered His
covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob. And God
looked up the children of Israel, and God had respect unto them"
(Exodus 2: 23-25).

Then came the call of Moses, whose attention was arrested by
the sight of the burning bush at Horeb (Exodus 3: 1-6). Similar
assurances were given: "And the Lord said, I have surely seen the
affliction of My people which are in Egypt, and have heard their
cry by reason of their taskmasters; for I know their sorrows. And
I am come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians.
and to bring them up out of that land.... Now, therefore, behold
the cry of the children of Israel is come unto Me; and I have also
seen the oppression wherewith the Egyptians oppress them. Come
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now therefore, and I will send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou mayest
bring forth My people the children of Israel out of Egypt" (Exodus
3: 7-10).

Moses, however, demurred. "Who am I, that I should go unto
Pharaoh, and that I should bring forth the children of Israel out of
Egypt?" (Exodus 3: 11). He felt inadequate for the tremendous
task. After all, he was but a poor shepherd; he was insignificant
and unknown; he had been an exile in Midian for forty years.
Who was he, to bring a numerous people out of mighty, ancient
Egypt? In the same way, many of the Lord's people feel their own
weakness and inadequacy when called to some particular task or
work, and they give expression to their sense of unworthiness. They
shrink from what they feel to be a task beyond their powers.

Moses, in fact, demurred several times. He next wanted to know,
when he came to the children of Israel and said to them that the
God of their fathers had sent him unto them and they asked him,
What is His Name,-what should he say? (Exodus 3: 13). Thirdly,
he raised the objection that they would not believe him, nor listen
to his voice; they would say, "The Lord has not appeared to thee"
(Exodus 4: 1). Fourthly, he declared that he had never been
eloquent, he was slow of speech and of a slow tongue (Exodus
4: 10). Lastly he objected (if we take it as an objection), "0 my
Lord. send, I pray thee, by the hand of him whom Thou wilt send"
(Exodus 4: 13). He had plenty of objections. So have many of the
Lord's people today, when they look at themselves and not at the
Lord's assurances.

The diffidence and timidity of Moses was abundantly met by
"the Lord of all power and might" (to quote an expression from a
Collect). "CERTAINLY I WILL Bt WITH THEE" (Exodus 3: 12). The
Lord of Sovereign Grace would be with him until his mission was
accomplished. In all his dealings with the mighty and cruel Pharaoh
the Lord would be with him. In all his dealings with the children
of Israel, His presence would be with Moses. He would be with
him to guide and prosper his mission, to protect and defend him,
to encourage, strengthen, and keep him. He had heard the groaning
of His people. He had seen their affliction. He had heard their cry.
He knew their sorrows. He remembered His covenant with
Abraham and Isaac and Jacob. He had come down to deliver.
It was He who was sending Moses unto Pharaoh, and it was He
who said "CERTAINLY I WILL BE WITH THEE."

, The same gracious and strengthening assurance was given to
JOSHUA when he was called upon, after the death of Moses, to lead
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the children of [srael in the conquest of Palestine. It was given to
Israel-"The Lord thy God He will go over before thee. . . . the
Lord thy God, He it is that doth go with thee; He will not fail thee
nor forsake thee" (Deuteronomy 31: 3,6). It was given to Joshua:
"And Moses called unto Joshua, and said unto him in the sight of all
Israel, Be strong and of a good courage: for thou must go with
this people unto the land which the Lord has sworn unto their
fathers to give them. . . . . And the Lord thy God, He it is that
doth go before thee; He will be with thee, He will not fail thee,
neither forsake thee: fear not, neither be dismayed" (Deuteronomy
31: 7-8). It was repeated in the charge to Joshua (Deut. 31: 23).
[t was given again in terms of abundant assurance in Joshua 1: 5,6.
9, 17-"As 1 was with Moses, so I will he with thee; I will not fail
thee. nor fosake thee" (verse 5).

It comes as a great comfort to know that the same gracious pro
mise is given to all God's children. not simply to Moses or to
Joshua. Tt is written in the Epistle to the Hebrews: "Let your
conversation (your manner of life) be without covetousness; and he
content with such things as ye have: for He hath said, ] will never
leave thee nor forsake thee. So that we may boldly say. The I.ord
is my helper, and 1 will not fear what man shall do unto IlIe"
(Hebrews 13: 5,6). The Lord sees and knows how His people lire
situated--He knows their sorrows, He hears their groaning. lie
attends to their cry.

When the disciples had been sent across the Lake of (ialilee
after the feeding of the five thousand, the Lord Jesus "saw lhem
toiling in rowing. for the wind was contrary unto them." alltl I le
came to them, walking upon the sea (Mark 6: 48). When Peter
after asking to be bidden to come on the water, began to sink
"immediately Jesus stretched forth His hand and caught him"
(Matthew 14: 28-31). When Peter was told that Satan had desired
to have him that he might sift him as wheat, the Lord Jesus said:
"But I have prayed for thee. that thy faith fail not" (Luke 22: :1 I.
32).

Take also the case of PAUL at Corinth. After he had reasoned
with the Jews in the synagogue and when the Jews "opposed them
selves and blasphemed," Paul entered the house of Justus, whose
house adjoined the synagogue. In such difficult circumstances Paul
received the Lord's assurance, "Be not afraid, but speak, and hold
not thy peace: FOR r AM WITH TllEE, and no man shall set upon
thee to hurt thee: for I have much people in this city" (Acts 18: 9,
10).
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As a final example of God's assurances, we may look at the one
given to the Lord's people in Romans 8: 32: "He that spared flat
His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with
Him freely give us all things?" The reference in Romans, chapter 8,
is to the Lord's born-again, redeemed people. To them is given the
assurance that He, whose love for them was so great that He
"spared not" His own Son but delivered Him up for them all, will
with Christ freely give them all things-we take this to mean all
things necessary to their salvation, their preservation, their final
glorification. We might well say, "0 what everlasting blessings God
outpoureth on His own"!

[n one of her hymns Miss Havergal has beautifully expressed the
Divine promise which we have been considering. It is given as
"A Birthday Hymn," but we feel sure that it can profitably be
used by the Lord's people whenever their hearts are drawn to praise
their gracious God-Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

"Certainly I will be with thee!" Father, I have found it true:
To Thy faithfulness and mercy I would set my seal anew.
All the year Thy grace has kept me, Thou my help hast been,
Marvellous the lovingkindness every day and hour hath seen.

"Certainly I will be with thee!" Let me feel it, Saviour dear,
Let me know that Thou art with me, very precious, very near,
On this day of solemn pausing, with Thyself all longing still,
Let Thy pardon, let Thy presence, let Thy peace my spirit fill.

"Certainly I will be with theel" Blessed Spirit, come to me,
Rest upon me, dwell within me, let my heart Thy temple be;
Through the trackless year before me, Holy One, with me abide!
Teach me, comfort me, and calm me, be my ever-present Guide.

"Certainly I will he with thee!" Starry promise in the night!
All uncertainties, like shadows, flee away before its light.
"Certainly 1 will be with thee!" He hath spoken: I have heard!
True of old, and true this moment, I will trust lehovah's word.

-Miss F. R. Havergal, 1871.
w.o.s.
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WAYSIDE NOTES

FOXES

l.

A SHORT STUDY OF THREE BIBLICAL REFERENCES TO FOXES

I.-"FoxES HAVE HOLES"

"FOXES have holes. and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of
Man hath not where to lay His head" (Luke 9: 58). This was the
answer of the Lord Jesus to a certain man who had said to Him,
"Lord, I will follow Thee whithersoever Thou g08St." The man is
called "a scribe" in Matthew 8: 19. Perhaps he was used to a
comfortable life, but had impulsively said that he would follow
Jesus anywhere He went.

But the Lord Jesus had no settled home. His was a wandering
life, with its inevitable privations. His earthly life, it has been said.
"began with a borrowed stable and ended in a borrowed tomb."
The Lord's answer to the scribe indicated the type. of life the
volunteer might expect. The scribe should count the cost before
hand. "The Son of Man hath not where to lay His head."

What a strange and wondrous story
From the Book of God is read,

How the Lord of life and glory
Had not where to lay His head!

How He left His throne in heaven
Here to suffer, bleed, and die,

That my soul might be forgiven,
And ascend to God on high.

Father, let Thy Holy Spirit
Still reveal a Saviour's love,

And prepare me to inherit
Glory where He reigns above.

There, with saints and angels dwelling.
May I that great love proclaim,

And with them be ever telling
All the wonders of His love.

-Thomas Robinson, M.A.
n.-"Go YE AND TELL THAT FOX"

"Go ye and tell that fox" (Luke 13: 32)-such were the Lord's
words when certain of the Pharisees told Him, "Get thee out, and
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depart hence; for Herod will kill thee." The reference was to
Herod Antipas, who was indeed a very cunning and cruel ruler.
The Pharisees thought to frighten our Lord into flight. But the
Lord indicated in His message to Herod that He knew both the
craftiness of Herod and the course and end of His own life:
"Behold, I cast out devils, and I do cures today and tomorrow, and
the third day I shall be perfected. Nevertheless I must walk today
and tomorrow, and the day following: for it cannot be that a pro
phet perish out of Jerusalem."

I write this in the hills of Cumberland in a part where foxes
abound. The local papers have full reports of foxhunting, and most
farms have fox skins and bushy tails of foxes. I had never before
seen a fox until last year at this time, when a fox crossed the road
in front of us and slunk stealthily away under cover of the hedges.
The fox is indeed a crafty and cunning, most sagacious, very wily
animal. "Cunning as a fox" is a well-known and true saying. Some
times it escapes death by feigning death. It is clever enough to
double back on its tracks to deceive its pursuers and to evade
capture. Our Lord's enemies were crafty, cunning, and cruel.

A pilgrim through this lonely world,
The blessed Saviour passed;

A mourner all His life was He,
A dying Lamb at last.

That tender heart that felt for us,
For us His life-blood gave;

It found on earth no resting-place,
Save only in the grave.

Such was our 'tord-and shall we fear
The cross with all its scorn?

Or love a faithless, evil world,
That wreathed His brow with thorn?

No! facing all its frowns or smiles,
Like Him, obedient still,

We homeward press, through storm or calm,
To yon celestial hill.

In tents we dwell amid the waste,
Nor turn aside to roam

In folly's paths, nor seek our rest
Where Jesus had no home.
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Dead to the world, with Him who died
To win our hearts, our love,

We, risen with our risen Head,
in spirit dwell above.

By faith His boundless glory there
Our wondering ey~ behold,

Those glories which cternal years
Shall never all unfold!

-Sir Edward Denny. 1837.

lII.-"THE LITTLE FOXES TIIAT SPOIL THE VINES"

"Take us the foxes. that spoil the vines; for our vines have tender
grapes."-Song of Solomon 2: 15.

It is said that in Palestine foxes do not eat grapes, but they spoil
the vine in flower. Little foxes are nimble and hard to catch. Thcy
are destructive. In England foxes often destroy hens and kill small
birds, especially at night when they prowl around. Some writers,
however, think that in some Old Testament passages the reference
is rather to jackals, e.g., when Sal11Son made use of "three hund rcd
foxes" to set fire to the corn of the Philistines, with the vincyards
and olives (I Samuel 15: 4, 5); or when the Psalmist said, "They
shall be a portion for foxes (jackals?)" (Psalm 63: 10); or when
Ezekiel said, "0 Israel, thy prophets are like foxes (jackals?) in
the deserts" (Ezekiel 13: 4). In any case, the referencc is (0 des
tructiveness,

The deviJ's business is to hinder the usefulness of the childrcn of
God, who may well cry to their God, "Cleanse Thou mc from
secret faults" (Psalm 19: 12), and who may well ask for grace (0

listen to the exhortation, "Let us lay aside every weight and (the) sin
which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patiencc the race
that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of
our faith: Who for the joy that was set before Him endured,
despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne
of God" (Hebrews 12: I, 2).

o Lord, who now art seated
Above the heavens on high,

The gracious work completed
For which Thou cam'st to die.

To Thee our hearts are lifted,
While pilgrims wandering here,

For Thou art truly gifted
Our every grief to share.



The Gospel M aga<.ine 201

We know that Thou hast bought us,
And washed us in Thy blood;

We know Thy grace has brought us
As "kings and priests to God";

We know that soon the morning,
Long looked for, hasteth near,

When we, at Thy returning,
In glory shall appear.

o Lord, Thy love's unbounded!
So fuIl, so sweet, so free!

Our thoughts are all confounded
Whene'er we think of Thee.

For Thou cam'st from heaven
For us to bleed and die,

That, purchased and forgiven,
We might ascend on high.

Oh, let this love constrain us
To give our hearts to Thee;

Let nothing henceforth pain us,
But that which paineth Thee.

Our joy, our one endeavour,
Through suffering, conflict, shame,

To serve Thee, gracious Saviour,
And magnify Thy name.

-lames George Deck. 1837.
W.D.S.

STRESS ON REGENERATION

A COMMENT BY DR. EIFTON-EvANS

IF, however, one doctrine received more prominence than any other
during the eighteenth century awakening, it was that of Regenera
tion. It was as characteristic of that movement of the Spirit, as
justification by faith was of the Reformation of the sixteenth
century. It seems to have been the doctrine, above any other, which
was honoured of the Holy Spirit during the whole period of
eighteenth century revivals. From 1734, when "a ray of Divine
light ... darted in" upon the soul of George Whitefield, when he
knew that he had to be "a new creature," until the Moulin revival
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of 1798 this particular doctrine was kept to the fore. Thus White
field refers to the subject at least 46 times in his Journals in thc
decade 1734-44, while, during the same period, justification by
faith is mentioned about eight times. It is not without significance
that his first publication, as early as August 1737, was a sermon on
"The Nature and Necessity of our New Birth in Jesus Christ, in
order to Salvation." The fact that it passed through at least three
editions hefore the end of the same year, having "sold well to
persons of all denominations and ... dispersed very much at home
and abroad," lends added weight to the contention.

The fact that preaching on regeneration was so universally
blessed of the Holy Spirit secures for it further recognition as a
salient doctrine in the revival. The minister of Hopewell and
Amwell in New Jersey preached for six months on the subjects of
conviction and conversion before the Holy Spirit's powerful
influence descended upon his congregations in May, 1739. The
same truths were insisted upon to the congregations at New London
derry before their 'seasons of refreshing' in 1740. Multitudes werc
affected under the preaching of Whitefield on the subject at Boston
in 1740. William McCulloch had been over ten years at Call1hus
lang before he decided to preach on those subjects 'which tend
most directly to explain the nature, and prove the necessity of
regeneration.' This he did for about a year before February, 1742,
when the truths he had been preaching and insisting upon became
a reality in the experiences of vast numbers of his congregation.
The same was true at Kilsyth under James Robe's ministry in 1740,
and at L1angeitho, under Daniel Rowland's ministry, in 17'11. I.
These several facts must surely indicate that even as the Holy Spirit
in His sovereign choice used certain human instruments, so also he
signally honoured certain doctrines. not exclusively, but Illorc
especially. The choice is necessarily His and bears no robot-like
imitation. The impulse must come from Him, even as the power
accompanying the Word must be ascribed to Him.

--From "REVIVALS-THEIR RISE, PROGRESS, AND ACHIFVJ:

MENTS," hy the Rev. Eifion-Evans, PhD.. pp. 24-25; The
Annual Lecture of the Evangelical Lihrary (Mr. Geofjrey
Williams, Tire Evangelical Library, 78a Chiltern Street,
London. W.l).

If
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SERMONS & NOTES 01-; SERMONS

THE COMING AGAIN OF CHRIST'"

SERMON BY THE REV. HERBERT M. CARSON

(Vicar of St. Paul's, Cambridge)

ON this last Sunday in Advent, when our thoughts have been
directed to the coming again of our Lord Jesus Christ, I want to
turn your thoughts to the 4th chapter of the First Epistle to the
Thessalonians, verses 16 to 18:

"For the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a
shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of
God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: then we which are
alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with
the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another with these words."

Christian doctrine is never something purely abstract or purely
theoretical. It has constantly got an applica tion to life; and Paul
here is liealing with a particularly practical problem, a very real
issue for these believers at Thessalonica. He is dealing with that
awful situation that comes when someone has lost one who is very
near and dear to them, that which we speak of when we use the
word bereavement. And I suppose there is no more crushing a blow
can fall on an individual, or on a family, than to lose someone who
means a very great deal. At such a time it seems, doesn't it?, as if
the very world has collapsed. The whole future suddenly goes dark,
and it seems as if flood gates have been opened and there is an
inrushing tide that you just cannot stem. And people stand and try
and sympathise; but their words inevitably tend to seem empty
because they are outside, and at this point no one can understand.
There is something intensely lonely about bereavement. Now there
were Christians in Thessalonica, as there have been Christians all
down the years, who were facing this very thing. They had lost loved
ones, and they were asking questions. They knew that the apostle
Paul had this message of the coming of the Son of God, that final
day of triumph, and they are asking "But what about those who
have gone: what about our loved ones who have died: what is the
message concerning them?" So Paul speaks this word of comfort,

• Preached at St. Paul's, Cambridge, on Sunday evening, Dec. 18th, 1960.
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this word of assurance and confidence, this word which ends with
this exhortation, "Wherefore comfort one another with thC.I'e
l\'ords. "

A CONTRAST

As Paul speaks about the prospect for those who died in the
Lord, he contrasts those who have lost them with those who sorrow
without hope. And, if there is onc point where above all else you
sce the difference between the believer and the unbeliever, it is at
;1 funeral.

When, as is naturally my lot, r have the responsibility of con
ducting a funeral service, while it is a sad occasion, it can be a very
wonderful occasion. If you are conducting the service of one whom
you have 1J,n0wn as a true believer, and if those who are meeting
with you are united with you in a common faith and love for our
Lord, while of course there is sadness, there must be, at the same
time there is a wonderful sense of the presence of the living Christ.
who robs death of its sting, and takes from the grave its victory.

But what a difference there is if you have stood in that same kind
of service, as 1 have done, and you have no assurance ahout the
one who has gone, and as for those who are with you, you feci they
have little real concern. Their only attendance in church is on such
an occasion as this. There is a coldness. There is a deadness.
There is an awful feeling of sheer emptiness; and certainly it presses
in with tremendous force that this is the point where you sce the
vast gulf between the believer and the unbeliever, between the onc
who dies with this sure hope of everlasting life and the onc who
goes out into the darkness without any clear hope for the future.

Now tonight I want to speak especially about the hope which
is laid up for the believer. Last week when we were talking ahout
the second coming, we were looking, if you like, at the darker side
of the picture. We were thinking of the judgment that fell in the
days of Noah, when the unbelieving and careless multitude were
swept away in that overflowing of judgment, that judgment which
was a picture, according to our Lord, of the final day of judgment.
when that day of fire shall come, and the unbelieving world shall
be destroyed. But tonight we are seeking to look at the other side
of the picture, looking rather at heaven, as we have looked at hell;
turning from the darkness, the misery, the outer darkness where
there is weeping and gnashing of teeth: turning from that, to the
light of the glory of the presence of God, which we speak of when
wc are talking about heaven. So Paul deals with the coming of
Christ. and deals with this hope of glory which the Christian has.

I
I,

11,

I

11

I~=----=~--
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A WONDERFUL PICTURE

It is a wonderful picture, this picture of the coming again of
Christ. Tt is a majestic picture, the picture of One who comes in the
clouds of heaven with power and great glory. "The Lord Himself
shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the
archwIRel and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall
rise first." It is the Lord Himself who descends; the One whom we
know as Jesus of Nazareth; the One who was foretold by the Old
Testament prophets; the One who in the fulness of time was born
of a woman, born under the law; the One who went all the way to
Calvary to save His people from their sins; the One who rose again
from the dead on that first Easter Sunday; the One who stood with
His disciples on the Mount of Olives, and gave them their final
commission to go into all the world and be His witnesses unto the
uttermost parts of the earth. "This same Jesus," the Angel said on
that occasion, "shall so come in like manner as ye have seen Him
go. Have you seen Him taken up to heaven from you? This same
Jesus shall so come again." He will come in person. So Paul says,
"The Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with
the voice of the archangel and with the trump of God."

A WORD OF COMMAND

And that will be the final act in the great plan of redemption
which God has been unfolding from all eternity. God purposed,
before the foundation of the world, to take out from this rebellious
Illass of humanity, a people to be redeemed by the blood of Christ
and saved to the praise of His glory. And that great day which is
coming, when our Lord shall descend in majesty and power, will be
the final act in this great plan of redemption which God has been
working out. He shall come in Person, and He shall come with
tremendolls power. He will come, it says, "with a shout." It
suggests an imperious command. The Lord bids His people come
and meet Him; and yet that command is one which they gladly
obey, because those who hear that call in their ears are those who
before, on an earlier occasion, have heard Him speaking to their
hearts. They are those who have known what it has meant to hear
the call of the gospel. It was a call perhaps that for a time they
resisted. They were antagonistic to the message as it came. They
rebelled against it; and yet in irresistible power that gospel came,
and they were brought to realise their need of a Saviour; they were
led to faith in Christ. They knew what it meant to be called so
irresistibly that they were drawn to Him, and now that call they
hear, that shout from heaven, that imperious command, is in
accents which they recognise. It is their Lord who is speaking, and
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so they gladly go. I t is the same call that comes in the parable,
"Come, ye blessed children of My Father, receive the kingdom
prepared for you from the beginning of the world" (Matthew
25 : 34). It is a command that issues from the love of God Himself.

'fl-IE TRUMPET SOUND

"He shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the
archangel, and with the frump of God." What a picture! You can
hear the trumpet sounding out this long clear note. Doesn't it recall
the story from the Old Testament of the siege of Jericho: God
giving His commands to the children of Israel; God promising them
sure victory? And after they have encompassed the city day after
day, according to God's command, the trumpet sounds, and at the
voice of the trumpet the walls fall down flat. Jericho is destroyed,
and the children of Israel go in triumphantly.

This fina I blast of the trumpet of God, the last trump, will be at
the same time the day of victory and the day of defeat. It will be
the day of victory for the Saviour. Of course we say that the resur
rection was His victory; it was! It was God's declaration to the
world that the One whom they despised and rejected was indeed
His anointed Son. God raised Him and set Him at His right hand
in the heavenly places. But still the world continues, and still they
ignore the Son of God. But that victory that He wrought at
Calvary and by His resurrection will in this day, this coming day,
be finally and forever declared. It will be the day of filial victory;
and not only for the Saviour, but for those who are His. When He
shall appear, we also shall appear with Him in glory. Let the world
despise the Church of God now. Let the Christian be looked on as
insignificant, as being oddly out of date, as being of little account in
the eyes of the world. In that day, it will be day of vindication for
the people of God.

It will, of course, also be the day of defeat. It will be the day of
final defeat for that old serpent the devil, the one who has, through
the ages, been the arch-enemy of God and of righteousness, the one
who, ever since he seduced Adam and Eve in the garden, has been
seeking to turn men's minds and hearts away from the living Gael.
He recoiled at Calvary. There he thought it was his day of triumph.
It proved to be the day of his undoing. Paul, writing to the
Colossians, says that at Calvary "Christ made an open show of the
principalities and powers of evil" (Col. 2 : 15). He triumphed over
them openly in His cross; and if He did it there, in this final day
Satan shall forever be crushed beneath the feet of the Conqueror.
Yes, and this world which the New Testament describes as "lying
in the evil one," this world with its standards so far removed from



The Gospel M aga;:.ine 207

the truth of God, with its ways and its pleasures utterly contrary
to God's purposes; this world shall also go down in the ruin of that
day. Because the vision of the Revelation speaks of "a new heaven
and Cl new earth wherein dwelleth righteousness." And in the
believer, that which the Scriptures speak of as the flesh, this old
nature of ours, which holds us back as we seek to run the race
which is set before us, which deflects us and pulls us back from a
life of real holiness, in that day, the flesh, likewise with the world,
shall be destroyed, and we shall receive that which Paul describes
so wonderfully in I Cor. 15 "a resurrection body" in which we shall
glorify God to all eternity.

THE DEAD IN CHRIST SHALL RISE FIRST

"The Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with
the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God." And listen
10 those who hear the summons and those who so gladly obey.
"The dead in Christ shall rise first: then we which are alive and
remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet
the Lord in the air."

You see the key phrase there? It is this--Uin Christ." Tt is those
who are in Christ, those who belong to Him, those who are joined
to Him, those who can say He is our Saviour, He saved us from our
sins. It is those who are in Christ who shall be summoned in that
day to bliss and to glory. Outside of Christ there is no hope. There
is never any hint in Scripture of a second chance beyond the grave,
or of a second chance beyond the coming of Christ. When He
comes, that will be the final day. And it is only those that are in
Christ, those whose sins have been washed white in the blood of the
Lamb, those who are new men and new women in Christ Jesus, only
they have this hope.

But Paul distinguishes within this company of those who are
in Christ; he speaks of those who are dead, and he is dealing now
with the particular question that was in the minds of these
Thessalonian Christians. Those whom they have loved have gone.
Now what bearing has this message on that, because, of course, the
second coming was such a vivid reality to them that they quite
expected the possibility of being alive at Christ's return? But what
about those who have died? They laid them in the grave; their
bodies were dust. What was the hope for them beyond the grave?
Paul has a clear word: those who have died in Christ are as sure as
those who are alive and remain at the coming of the Lord; they are
as sure of this entry into glory.

What happens when a believer dies? There are those who would
suggest that sleep follows, a sort of unconsciousness pending the
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second coming of Christ. There are those, of course, who suggest
that there is a place called Purgatory. I think, with an open Bible
before us, we can very easily forget that one; one hears a man
speaking from the cross beside the Lord Jesus Christ, and he is
saying (it is the dying thief), "Lord, remember me when Thou
earnest into Thy Kingdom." And Jesus says, "Today thou shalt be
with Me"-where?-"in Paradise." Today! So the thief, the
penitent thief, who in that last moment heard the call of Christ
beside him, and turned in repentance and faith, that thief was to
know, in that very day, the meaning of entering consciously into the
presence of the One whom he had just come to know. So what of
a believer who dies? Death means an immediate entrance into the
presence of Christ. The body, of course, is laid in the grave; it
crumbles into dust, but the soul lives on. And so in the book of the
Revelation you get the vision of the souls in glory, those who are
alive in the presence of Christ.

And yet when you have said all that, the New Testament has
something more to say, because in this final day when the Lord
comes, it speaks not just of disembodied spirits, of souls living on
for ever; it speaks of something far richer. It speaks of the
resurrection of the body. Now, clearly, when you talk about the
resurrection of the body you have to be clear that you are dealing
with something different from flesh and blood. This body that we
know, it is flesh and blood, it is corruptible; it decays; it dies. But
that body which shall be given will be an incorruptible body, a
glorious body, not subject to the weakness and the limitation, the
disease and the death of this body. And so Paul speaks in I Cor. 15
of this body being "sown in dishonour and raised in glory; sown in
weakness, raised in power; sown a natural body, raised a spiritual
body." He pictures the grain of wheat, bare grain, thrown into the
ground; but it grows, and from that bare grain, that apparently dies
in the soil, there comes a glorious head of corn at harvest time. So
Paul pictures the resurrection of the dead. The body is laid in the
dust; but in that day, by the miracle-working power of God Him
self, along with the Christ who Himself was raised from the dead,
we shall be raised to be like Him and to be with Him.

CAUGHT UP WITH THEM

And those who are alive at His coming? Paul is so vividly aware
of the nearness of the coming of Christ that he can quite envisage
the possibility of being alive when that takes place. "We which are
alive and remain," he says, "shall be caught up together with them,
with them in the clouds."
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I think that phrase "with them" suggests that there will be a
meeting. I believe there will be a mutual recognition. I do not
think it is reading too much into the phrase to suggest that it will
be a glorious, final reunion in the presence of the Lord, of those
who are alive at His coming, and those whom they have lost
through death and with whom now reunited, and reunited for
ever. Because here is the glory of the picture; this is the summons;
the Lord shall descend, the dead shall be raised and we which are
alive transformed, and so shall we ever be with the Lord.

HEAVEN

And this is heaven, to be "for ever with the Lord." Oh what a
glorious prospect it is! When the Bible talks about heaven, clearly
it has to use picture language, because it is talking about a world
that is beyond our experience. If a man comes and talks to us
about America or Australia, he can talk to us in ordinary terms
because he may be dealing with a country which we don't know,
but he is dealing with the same kind of situation. He is dealing
with a country of mountains and rivers and fields. He is dealing
with flesh and blood; and so it is quite easy to understand as he
describes. But when heaven is described, you're dealing with a
different kind of world altogether. Not a world of flesh and blood,
not a world of space and time and matter, but a different world.
And so the Bible uses picture language. You get the wonderful
pictures in the book of the Revelation. It speaks of a city, a won
derful city with streets of gold and gates of pearl. It speaks of a city
in which there is a river of life, and a tree of life, with leaves for the
healing of the nations. It speaks of a city where there is no night,
where there are no tears, no sorrow, no death. And all this picture
language is summed up here in this solid truth that what makes
heaven truly heaven is that eternally we shall be with Him. with
Christ; and to the true believer that is a glorious prospect. Oh, if we
are Christians, we are only too aware of how spasmodic our
spiritual experience is down here. How often instead of a rich
warm experience of Christ, we seem to be walking afar off. It is
true that we know those times in prayer when we seem to glimpse
something of the beauty of the Saviour, those times when we are in
His presence. We know He is speaking to our hearts. We rejoice
before Him, and yet we are aware that all too often those great
moments are but rare moments. But to think of that day when we
shall be with Him, consciously in His presence for ever!

Doesn't that suggest why heaven is not for everybody? There
is a sentimental kind of talk, you know, about heaven, the sugges
tion that God, being very friendly disposed to men, will see to it
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that ultimately everybody gets there. It doesn't really matter how
you live, as long as you are sincere, very often they add; but
doubtless all will ultimately reach there. But if heaven is what it is
declared to be in this Book, for the average man of the world it
would be the most intolerable place possible. Just think of the
attitude of the world to the Lord's day. It hates this day. We
speak of it as a day to be reverenced, a day to be kept holy. The
world looks on that as cramping and confining. It looks on it as so
many restrictions. It hates the day of the Lord. What about a
heaven which is a perpetual and an eternal Sabbath? An intolerable
place for the man of the world! The worldling rejects God's Word
and God's law. He has no time for the Bible. He dismisses it as of
little account, and certainly he is not prepared to submit his mind
and his life to this Word. What about a place in which this Word,
the Word of the living God, will be the dominant factor and will be
that upon which believers will meditate to all eternity? Yes, and
the world makes no apology for the fact that it delights in sin. Sin
is not something of which it is ashamed. Sin is something which
brings pleasure with it. How could the man of the world possibly
face a place in which sin is forever excluded; in which the very
things which now delight him will have no place? T say the talk of
everyone reaching heaven is just so much slush and utter nonsense.
For a man to be taken straight from this world, with his whole
affections set on this world, and transplanted into heaven, heaven for
him would be hell. because it would be an intolerable place in which
to be.

THE NOMINAL CIIRTSTIAN AND HEAVEN

But what about the nominal Christian? What about the one
who professes to believe in Jesus Christ? I think that such has also
got to examine himself and to ask, would he find heaven really
palatable? 1s it somehow really attractive?

Examine the attitudes that prevail now, and measure them against
that day. The attitude, for example, to prayer. Is prayer a duty?
fs it something that is gone through as quickly as possible each day
as a formal routine? Is the prayer meeting something which is a
delight? For heaven is going to be a constant prayer meeting, and
if prayer is not something congenial, heaven will be unbearable.

Yes, and the ministry of the Word, meditating on the Scriptures;
whether it is in the time of quiet at home or whether it is in God's
house, listening to the exposition of His Word, is it something that
is enjoyed? Is the preaching of the Word something that is tagged
on to a service. something that has got to be endured. or do we
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delight in the Word? I am not concerned now about how the man
preaches. That is secondary. Sometimes people are so taken up
with that, that they seem to be unconcerned with the truth of the
Word itself. But do we delight in the Word? Is our desire to get to
know this Book better? If it isn't, heaven would be a disastrous
place to go to, because the whole concern there will be to become
more acquainted with the One of whom this Book speaks. Yes, I
believe that not only the worldly man, but the nominal Christian has
got to ask himself, is this really the kind of place which I could
possibly contemplate as being a dwelling place to eternity?

HEAVEN FOR THE BELIEVER

The true believer, the man who really knows the Saviour. the
man who delights in God's Word and wants to know it better, the
man who finds prayer a delight, to that man all these pictures are
attractive. This is the sort of thing that draws him; to think of a
day when all the dullness of soul will be put aside, when all the
coldness of heart which makes him so often feel ashamed and seems
to turn him aside from a wholehearted love for the Saviour; when
all that has gone, he looks forward to that day with sheer delight.
Heaven, for him, is the day of fulfilment, for it means the day when
he shall be with Christ, with Christ for ever. We shall" ever be
with the Lord."

Earthly joys, even at their noblest and best, are temporary. That
joy which we speak of when we are talking of marriage is still
something that is for this world. When I take a marriage service,
and two people make those vows together, there are those words
added, "Till death us do part." And even the deepest experiences
of this life end at death, but this" being with Christ" is not some
thing that ends at death. Heaven is not a mirage like that in the
desert, which lures a man on and when he reaches it he finds it
nothing but a figment of his imagination. Heaven is reality; heaven
is the goal; it is fulfilment; it is to be with Christ for ever. For ever
not just a mere prolonging of existence, that could be unutterably
dull. It could be unutterable boredom, monotony, just going on
and on. But to be for ever with Christ is not in terms of just going
on and on. It is to be in a perennial springtime. It is to be constantly
delighting in the wonder of that which you are discovering. You
know when you see something really beautiful, a sunset in the
summertime, there is that sudden gasp of wonder as the whole
beauty of it dawns upon you. Of course, being creatures of time,
when we have looked at it for a time then we want to go on to
something else. Now I sometimes picture heaven as being peren-
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nially and constantly and all the time this gasp of wonder and sheer
delight, fresh and new every day; though "day" doesn't mean
anything any longer. It is an eternal present. when fresh and new
comes this experience of what it means to be with Christ.

Again in the picture language of the Bible, it is spoken of as
a place of song, the angels, the archangels. and all the company of
the redeemed blending together and singing the great anthem of the
redeemed. "Worthy is the Lamb that was slain." Oh what a contrast
it all is with that world in which we live; this world in which sin and
lust reign; this world in which war and famine are so constantly a
reality; this world with sickness and disease and death; this world.
in these days, with the constant shadow of an "H" bomb hanging
over it and the possibility of uller annihilation. "And I saw a new
heaven and a new earth wherein dwelleth righteousness." The be
liever doesn't just look at this world. The things which are here are
passing; they are temporary. We are looking beyond to that world
and to be with Him for ever.

lS HEAVEN YOUR GOAL?

But I ask you, is heaven your goal? Is this your destination?
Have you turned your back on the city of destruction? Because
that is the term which is so applicable to this world. It is the city
of destruction. ]1's a doomed world this. It is under the judgment
of Gael. Have your turned your back on it. as Noah' turned his
back on the world of his day, as Lot turned his back on the cities
of the plain before fire and brimstone came from heaven and
destroyed them? Have you turned your back on that and set your
face towards the celestial city? How can T set my face towards it?
Remembering in Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress, when the man turned
his back on the city of destruction. he went on forward until he
came to that place called Calvary. and there the burden of guilt
which weighed him down. fell from his shoulders, and he went
forward rejoicing. He had still far to go. There were times of great
testing and difficulty, but ultimately he went up to the gates of the
celestial city, to be with Christ for ever. And if you are a believer,
if you have come to know this Christ, if He is your Saviour, that
will be a glad day that is coming. when "the Lord Himself shall
descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel,
and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:
then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with
them in the clouds. to met the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever
be with the Lord" for ever and ever. Amen.
Cambridge.
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JOHN COOPER was born near Liverpool in the early part of last
century. His parents, respectable people, brought the boy up de
cently; and at the proper time, apprenticed him to an upholsterer.
John, a lively lad, unhappily found the wrong kind of friends, boys
who soon taught him all sorts of wickedness. To keep up with their
demands, John found himself spending more than he earned; and
the next downward step soon followed-he committed a robbery.
A few days later, he was arrested and charged; the case was easily
proved, and the boy was sentenced. Perhaps in these days he would
have been sent to Borstal, for it was a first offence. But actually he
was given the terrible punishment of transportation for life!

After some months in an English prison, John was sent with a
party of convicts to Australia. But on arrival at Sydney, he con
trived to get away from the others, and finding a ship expected to
sail shortly to Calcutta, he managed to stow himself away in her.
Almost at once the ship set sail, but John remained hidden for
three days. Then hunger forced him out. The captain, very angry
at first, threatened to put back to Sydney in order to give him up.
But the stowaway's pleadings prevailed; John was allowed to join
the crew, and go ashore at Calcutta without further question.

Now John got taken on as a seaman on a ship going to New
York, and reached America a free man. Nobody now knew any
thing of his past, and he could easily have settled down somewhere
among the teeming crowds. But the lad was lonely and restless,
afraid to make friends lest he should give away a clue to his past.
He got one job after another, moving from town to town to rid
himself of a strange urge to go back to England. He seemed to
hear someone saying to him, "Go home! Go home!" John knew
that it would be the maddest thing to do, for if he were caught in
England he would be hanged! But the voice impelled him-"Go
home! Go home!" was always ringing in his ears.

At last John joined the crew of a London-bound ship. For a
while he mingled with the crowds of the great city; but it was no
use-"Go home! Go home!" said the voice. Fully aware of the
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risk he was taking, John made his way to Liverpool, and soon dis
closed himself to his own relations. Far from giving him a welcome,
they were so terrified at his return that they refused to have anything
to do with him.

John was very angry. Finding some of his old associates, he
threw in his lot with them, and was soon involved in their lawless
ways.

One day as he was walking in a Liverpool street, he met a strange
man who stared full in his face, and then turned back to speak to
him. Alarmed, John took to his heels, pursued by the other, who
soon cornered him, and told him that as a police officer, he intended
to arrest him. John tried to bluster. asking what he had done wrong.
But the officer told him that he remembered his face, and was
arresting him as an escaped convict. In a short time, he was taken
before a magistrate and committed to prison to await the Assizes.

Several months had to pass before the next Assizes. The chaplain
made many attempts to influence John, and to incline his mind
towards spiritual things; but the boy refused to pay any attention.
Turning away in despair, the chaplain said, "Young man, if ever
God is pleased to touch your heart, kneel down and beg Him to
give you His Holy Spirit." John remembered the words, but in his
heart he despised the good counsel, and continued to join in all the
cursing and swearing of the other prisoners.

Among John's fellow-prisoners was a young man who seemed
different. Quiet and peaceful, he never joined in the rows and
quarrels that went on; he never used bad language; and strangest
of all, he was always asking other men if they would let him read
the Bible to them! John was told that he had not always been like
this, but nobody knew how such a change had come about.

This man often tried to talk to John, but never received any
encouragement from the lad. One morning, however, when John
had rebuffed him as usual, the Bible-reader pushed a tract into his
hand, suggesting that at least it was something to read.

That evening when John was locked up in his own cell for the
night, he picked up the tract, and thought what a queer title it had
"An Appeal to the Heart." From sheer boredom, he set himself
to read it. He read every word carefully through, but at the end
was puzzled to know what it really meant at all. So he began again;
and this time as he reached the end, he cried out, "God have mercy
on me! If this tract is true, what a miserable wretch I am!" In
great distress, he walked about the cell, reading the little tract
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through again and again. Suddenly the chaplain's words came into
his mind: "Young man, if ever God is pleased to touch your heart,
kneel down, and beg Him to give you His Holy Spirit." Not know
ing what else to do, John did kneel down, weeping and praying;
but no comfort came.

The next day, the Christian prisoner again asked John (as he
had done often before) if he might read to him. He was quite taken
aback when John eagerly replied, "Yes, please! " but seeing he was
really in earnest, he did read from the Bible. John did not under
stand it all, but he asked the other man to come again. Day after
day, the reading was repeated, and followed by prayer; but John
remained terribly miserable and wretched for weeks. But at last
one day in his cell, John was so burdened with his sins that he fell
on his knees, crying to the Saviour to have mercy on him; and
whilst he was thus crying for forgiveness, in a moment comfort
and joy burst upon him! Everything was changed, as John became
a new man in Christ Jesus, entering into the glorious liberty of the
children of God. Locked in his little cell, with the great walls of the
prison about him, the prisoner praised God for his freedom, bought
with the precious blood of Christ.

The change in John was plain for everyone to sce. The prison
authorities, watching his strict observance of rules and regulations,
and his pleasant quiet behaviour, were at a loss to account for it.
They began to feel a real interest in him, and to hope that he might
escape the doom that awaited him. The Assizes came at last.
Without hesitation, John pleaded guilty to the charge of returning
from transportation. The judge, struck by the young man's de
meanour. advised him to withdraw that plea, and allow himself to
be defended. But there was no doubt in John's mind, and he replied
at once, "Thank you, my lord, but J daren't add to my other sins
now by saying I'm not guilty, for J really am!" There was quite a
stir in the court, and it was with hesitation and much feeling that
at length the judge pronounced sentence of death, as he was bound
to do. Such a favourable impression, however, had been produced
that the prison warders with the chaplain and some of the towns
people waited upon the judge, with the urgent request that he would
use hisinftuence to get John's life spared.

The result was that the sentence was changed to re-transportation
for life. John was sent to a prison ship to await the voyage, and
whilst there his good conduct led to his appointment as school
master to the many juvenile prisoners. In this role he did so well
that he was told he could have an assistant. John instantly thought
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of the Christian convict who first gave him the tract! I do not
know what his crime had been, but apparently he was still in prison,
and permission was given for him to join John in the school in the
prison-ship. Finally John was sent abroad, and his splendid conduct
brought him a free pardon a few years later. He settled down to a
useful and prosperous life as a Christian citizen in the new country.

DAMARIS.

SCRIPTURE ENIGMA No. 87

The whole: The twelfth foundation of the New Jerusalem.

1. The second stone of the third row in Aaron's breastplate.

2. Love of it is "the root of all evil."

3. Job says that its topaz shall not equal wisdom.

4. Isaiah saw the Lord upon this, high and lifted up.

5. These shall pass away with a great noise.

6. David was a this, ruddy, and of a fair countenance.

7. Paved work of a this stone appeared to be under the feet of the
God of Israel.

8. We are to lay them up for ourselves in heaven.

SOLUTION OF No. 86.

The whole: J achebed (Exad. 6 : 20).

1. Julius (Acts 27: 1).

2. Olive leaf (Gen. 8: 1\).

3. Candle (Luke 15 : 8).

4. Husbandry (2 Chron. 26: 10).

5. Earnestly (James 5: 17).

6. Birthday (Gen. 40 : 20).

7. East wind (Jonah 4: 8).

8. Drusilla (Acts 24 : 24).
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"Every thing shall live whither the river cometh."-Ezl:KIEL 47 : 9.

Tune: Nearer Home.

o River of the Lord,
To us refreshment give,

For wheresoever thou dost flow
All things begin to live.
Thou art a mighty stream,
Near which are Eden's trees,

And all who rest beneath their shade
Have joy and peace and ease.

Those trees have healing leaves
And bear a monthly fruit,

So all bring forth a harvest store
Who have in Christ their root.
From forth the throne of God
Those living waters pour,

And still to those alive in Christ
Their failing strength restore.

To this world's wilderness
o Stream of God bring life,

We need refreshment from above
To brace for earthly strife.
Thy cleansing waters give
To purify and bless,

To fill our hearts with lasting peace
And calm our restlessness.

o Christ, Thou art to us
This sweet refreshing flood,

For we by faith rejoice to own
The merit of Thy blood.
Though we, in Adam, lost
The bloom of Eden's ground,

Yet to us, in our human woe,
Thy grace does still abound.

T. Pittaway.
Rodden Rectory, Frame.
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SONGS IN THE NIGHT

"God lily Maker, who giveth sOllgs in the night."-JoB 35 : 10.

Tune: St. Alphege.

My soul has been awaiting
The first faint glint of dawn,

And in the night of doubting
I hungere,<;i for the morn.

Full soon I knew the lonely
And dreary hours of night

Could be relieved with gladness
And made serene and bright;

For God gave to my watching
His holy presence near,

And now in nights of sorrow
My heart has not a fear.

1 know His Holy Spirit
For weakness gives His might,

And those who trust their Saviour
Have songs though dark the night.

T. Pittaway.
Rodden Rectory, Frame.

GEORGE WHITEFJELD

" 1 REMEMBER when I began to speak against baptismal renegera
tion in my first sermon, printed when I was about twenty-two years
old, or a little more, the first quarrel many had with me was,
because I did not say that all people who were baptised were born
again. 1 would as soon believe the doctrine of transubstantiation."
-GEORGE WHlTEFIELD in his Sermon on Ecc1esiastes 6 : 6, "Do
not all go to one place?"
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SPIRITUAL BIOGRAPHY

JOSEPH SWAIN

PASTOR AND POET

BICENTENAHY OF HIS BIRTIl
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Two HUNDRED YEARS AGO Joseph Swain was born at Birmingham.
His parents died when he was very young, which was no small
disadvantage in regard to his early years. Early in life he was placed
as apprentice to an engraver. Moving to reside in London, he be
came acquainted with a circle of gay and unheeding youths, who
were extremely fond of plays and dancing. joseph Swain being
himself naturally of a lively cheerful disposition, and displaying a
poetical turn of mind, his company was much sought after. At this
period of his unregeneracy he composed some songs, poems, and
plays. However, in the midst of these carnal pursuits, he was visited
by an arrow of conviction that he was on the road to destruction,
and that he was moving toward a miserable end. He not only
purchased a Bible, but read it ("let him that readeth understand");
his convictions of sin increased, and his conscience became greatly
alarmed with apprehensions of eternal ruin.

I.-ENTRY IN HIS DIARY AT THE AGE OF TWENTY-ONE

In his diary of the 2nd April, 1782, he describes the state of his
mind:

"I was followed, for about six months, with dreadful ideas of
eternal torments, fearing lest by fire, or sickness, I might be
removed into the endless fire of hell. Still I found that I loved
my sins, and was not able to give them up, though I feared the
punishment due to them. After a long succession of these things,
together with many regal workings, and various attempts to
make my own peace with God, as I was going one day, with
my companions in sin, to a place of entertainment, I felt my
heart gradually melted, not only in love of being, but into
love of my own well-being. I then attempted to seek God by
prayer, to which exercise I had hitherto been a stranger. I had
also many passages of Scripture brought to my remembrance,
wherein I saw myself as a sinner, and Christ as a Saviour.
Yea, I saw and believed that He died for me, and that I should
soon be with Him in glory. 0 how did my enraptured soul re
joice, at that time, in this great salvation. So great was the
peace and satisfaction of my mind that I thought I could bear
to be confined in the darkest dungeon, provided I might feel
there, what I then felt, of the presence of God in my soul.
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But ah! the heavenly vision was not of long countenance, as 1
soon found by experience; the heavenly scene was snatched
away, leaving but the remembrance of it, except that, in my
heart, 1 felt an aching void tha t Christ could only fill."

H.-DEEPENING EXPERIENCES

No sooner was Mr. Swain acquainted with the way of salvation
than he began to warn his companions of their danger, and told
them plainly that, if they would not go to heaven with him, he
would endeavour to go there by himself.

Having been a writer of songs which he sang for himself and his
carnal companions, he now began to write some precious spiritual
songs, which employment proved very beneficial to his now spiritual
mind. As he was singing onc, a person overhearing him, asked
whose it was. He replied, "It is my own."

This friend invited him to go along to Spa Fields Chapel, to
which he agreed. But it is not easy to describe the surprise he felt,
and the delight he enjoyed, in hearing the same things from the
pulpit which he himself had so recently experienced. This discourse,
which was preached by Mr. Wills, was the first evangelical sermon
he ever heard. Swain said, "I am sure what the preacher said is
true; for he has described my feelings better than 1 can myself."

Soon after this he was taken to hear an Arminian pre.acher, and
his friend conversing with him respecting that sermon and he,
giving his opinion upon it with some freedom, the person replied"
"Why, you are a Calvinist." Mr. Swain, not at this time under
standing these distinctions, answered, "1 am no Calvinist, I am a
Christian." The friend, however, finding his sentiments to bear
that aspect, advised him to go and hear Dr. Rippon (who had
succeeded Dr. John Gill) saying, "I think his preaching would suit
you." Accordingly he went and, after attending Dr. Rippon's
ministry ,at Carter Lane for some time, he made a public profession
of his faith in Christ Jesus, was baptized May 11th, 1783, and went
on his way rejoicing.

Indeed, some of his friends thought he would soon be in heaven,
so remarkably full was he of love and zeal. After hearing a sermon
preached by good John Berridge, he said to his wife, "My dear,
I do think I shall die with joy." Dear reader, take his rapturous
experience, in his own words:

Heaven draws my spirit to its blissful shore,
And bids my heart to things eternal soar;
Earth holds my senses hy a thousand strings,
And, when my thoughts would mount, contracts their wings,
From what strange cause springs this peculiar strife?
I long to die-yet still am fond of life:
I bless the Lord who lends me vital breath,
Yet leap for joy, at thought of certain death!
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o when the Lord himself, with g-racious power,
Displays His glories in some favour'd hour;
When love appears supreme upon the throne,
And points my soul to its immortal crown;
Loose fiy the :,trings which held my heart to earth,
Up spring the passions of celestial birth;
And, one bright glance of Jesus, makes me say,
I've none, on Earth-in Heav'n, I've none but Thee!

ilL-THE WORK OF THE MINISTRY 1791-1796
Mr. Swain, on being- called out by the church to the work of the

ministry, commenced his stated labours at East Lane, Walworth
in June, 1791; and his preaching- there being- rendered useful, he
was ordained to the pastoral office over them on the 8th of February,
1792. He also preached a Lord's Day evening- sermon at Devonshire
Square meeting- for several years, and attracted, by his evangelical
style of preaching, a large congregation. His hearers at Walworth
greatly increasing, they erected galleries, which proving insufficient,
they enlarged the building. His church, which at its formation
consisted only of twenty-seven members, within four years had in
creased to upwards of two hundred.

IV.-LAST ILLNESS AND DEATH

But, in the meridian of life, and in the midst of his ministerial
usefulness, his Lord and Master was pleased to call him home. He
had an infirm constitution and frequently laboured under much
bodily weakness, although he displayed an habitually cheerful dis
position. His last illness was comparatively short, but very affecting,
being for the greater time in the power of a strong delirium. When
this subsided the frame of his mind was serene and comfortable.

He said to his wife, "0 my dear, 1 perceive 1 have been under a
mistake; 1 thought I was getting better, but 1 now feel very bad.
1 have been seeking the Lord about my case, and can get no answer
but this, 'Set thy house in order; for, thou shalt die, and not live.' "
On seeing her much aftected, he said, "0 my dear, don't grieve;
the Lord can make you a happy widow. You were happy in the
Lord before you knew me, and He can make you happy when I am
gone."

He then exclaimed, "0 my dear Redeemer! am 1 coming to
Thee so soon? Is my work done? It is just fourteen years since 1
first knew thee, Lord! If it were Thy will 1 should rejoice to labour
a little longer with the dear people; yet, not my will, but Thine be
done." After conversing about temporal concerns, he returned to
the solemn subject of death, and said, "I am not afraid to die; 1
have not the shadow of a doubt; 1 know that 1 shall receive my
crown." He exhorted those around him to seek to live closely to
God, and to wrestle with Him in prayer for the fulfilment of His
gracious promises.
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After being greatly afflicted for about fourteen days, he was dis
missed from his labours and cares, from all temporal sufferings, and,
doubtless was received into the bosom of eternal bliss, April 14th,
1796, in the thirty-sixth year of his age, having been in the work
of the ministry only about five years. His remains were deposited in
Bunhill Fields, April 2.2nd, and it is stated that some thousands
attended the funeral. Mr. Abraham Booth preached at the inter
ment, and on the following Sabbath, Dr. Rippon and Mr. Upton
preached suitably at Walworth to crowded sorrowing congregations.

As a faithful gospel minister Mr. Swain rejoiced in and preached
the glorious doctrines of sovereign grace, and revered the authority
of divine precepts. As a pastor he was laborious, watchful, faithful,
and affectionate. Here we will quote some beautiful lines written
by him:

I love to think of heaven, where I shall meet
M y fellow travellers; and where no more
With grief or sin my mind will be disturbed;
Where holy saints, and holy angels, dwell
In constant harmony, and mutual love!
But when my heart anticipates the sight
Of God Incarnate-wearing on His side,
And hands, and feet, those marks of love divine
Which He on Calvary for me endur'd,
All heaven beside is swallowed up in this;
And He who is my hope of heaven below,
Appears the glory of my heaven above.

V.-POEM ENTITLED «CONVERSION AND DEATH OF POOR JOSEPH"

The poem chosen for insertion here is entitled "Conversion and
Death of Poor Joseph," and the s!ory which led to Swain's writing it
is as follows:

A poor, half-witted man named Joseph, whose employment was
to go On errands and carry parcels, passing through the streets of
London one day, heard psalm singing in a nearby church. He went
into it, having a large parcel of yarn hanging over his shoulders.
It was Dr. Edmund Calamy's church, St. Mary's Aldermanbury
(Edmund Calamy, 1600-66; ejected 1662). A very well dressed
audience composed the congregation. Dr. Calamy read his text from
1 Timothy 1 : 15: «This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all
acceptation, that Christ lesus came intO! the world to save sinners,
of whom I am chief." Joseph, in rags, gazing with astonishment,
never took his eyes from the preacher but drank in with earnestness
all he said and, trudging homeward, he was heard thus muttering
to himself: "Joseph never heard this before! Christ Jesus, the God
who made all things, came into the world to save sinners like Joseph
and this is true, and it is a 'faithful saying.'" Joseph soon after was
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taken ill, and in his delirium said some wonderfully touching things.
One of the watchers fetched Dr. Calamy who, as stated in the poem,
received from dying Joseph's hand a purse of gold which contained
five guineas.

CONVERSION AND DEATH OF POOR JOSEPH

Was ita chance; or the unerring hand
Which (holding all things at supreme command)
Gives the bright sun to cheer a world with light,
And clothes in black'ning shades the dreary night;
That bid the event recorded here revolve?
Christian, thy heart can soon the query solve!

A poor man clothed in rags, and short of wit,
Was one day strolling careless through the street;
A knot of yarn across his shoulders hung,
And trailed behind him as he walked along;
Little he thought that he possessed a soul,
Or whose the power that bids the seasons roll;
When sent on simple errands he could go,
Nought else he knew, or aught desired to know;
Alike of things in heaven, or things on earth,
Of what begets events, or gives them birth,
Listless, he trudged along till, with the sound
Of music roused, he starts, and gazes round
Where he perceives a full assembled place,
And enters gaping with unmeaning face.

Above the rest, a servant of the Lord
Stood to proclaim the everlasting Word,
Who, with a pause, opened the sacred book;
Then with a voice profound and speaking look,
Pronounced that faithful word-that Christ came down
From heaven's bright mansions and His Father's throne,
And put on mortal flesh, that He might save
A sinking world from an eternal grave;
Yea, how He for the chief of sinners died,
And every claim of justice satisfied.

Poor Joseph trembled when he heard him speak
Of wrath to come, as if his heart would break;
Till through his soul he felt the silver sound
Of sweet salvation and a ransom found.
Struck with astonishment, he fix'd his eyes
Full on the preacher; and with glad surprise
Drank down the joyful news with greedy ears,
Which reached his heart, and filled his eyes with tears.
The service ended Joseph trudged away,
And thus within himself w'as heard to say-
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"Joseph was never told of this before!
Did Jesus Christ, the mighty God whose power
Made heaven and earth and all things, come and die
To save poor helpless sinners such as I?
Why, this is brave! And if all things be true,
Who knows but Jesus died for Joseph too?"

Soon after this a message from on high
Was sent to warn poor Joseph he must die;
A burning fever raged through all his veins,
And racked his body with a thousand pains.
And while with pain from side to side he rolled,
He these great things in little accents told:
"Joseph's so vile there cannot be a worse,
Joseph deserves God's everlasting curse,
The chief of sinners, Joseph is indeed;
But did not Jesus for such sinners bleed?
I heard one say that Jesus was a friend
To poor lost sinners, whom He would defend
From God's just vengeance and the pit of hell;
And if a friend of sinners, who can tell
But Joseph may be one whom Jesus loves?"
But while poor Joseph thus his interest proves,
One standing by, with cautious tone, replies:
"But Joseph, we are told by One that's wise,
That nothing's so deceitful as the heart;
How do you find yourself about that part?
Have you no inward evidence to prove
That you are loved with everlasting love?
'Tis a great thing to be an heir of heaven
To see your sins, and see them all forgiven:
To have your soul redeemed with precious blood,
And as a pilgrim walk the heavenly road;
To tread the path of holiness below,
And drink the streams from Zion's Rock that flow;
To live by faith upon the Son of God,
To own His sceptre and to kiss His rod;
To die to sin and live to righteousness;
To be possessed of covenanted peace;
To trust for life in Christ, and Christ alone:
And none but such shall sing around His throne."

Poor Joseph listened, and with artless tongue
Resumed the burden of his former son?; :
''Joseph has nothing for himself to say;
He's deep in debt, and nothing has to pay.
Joseph's a sinner-Jesus came from heaven,
And shed His blood, that sins might be for?;iven.
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Jesus did dic to set poor sinners free,
And who can tell but Jesus died for me?
Joseph desires to love Him for this love,
And why not Joseph sing His praise above?

Meanwhile in came that servant of the Lord
Who first in Joseph's ears proclaimed the Word.
Ghastly and pale, between the jaws of death,
Just ready to resign his feeble breath,
Upwards he looked, and trembling with surprise,
The briny moisture starting in his eyes:
"Sir, is it you?" with quavering lips he cried;
'''Twas you that told me first how Jesus died
For sinners such as Joseph, weak and poor,
That seek the bread of life at Mercy's door.
o pray for Joseph to that loving Lord!
Tell Him that J oseph trusts His faithful Word;
And loves Him as the sinner's only Friend,
Who died His chosen people to defend."

He prayed; poor Joseph held his hand the while,
Pressed it, and thanked him with a peaceful smile;
Then from his pillow took a purse of gold:
"This was," said he, "to keep me when grown old;
Which for the poor beloved of Jesus take,
And tell 'em Joseph loved them for His sake."
Then calmly met the uplifted hand of death,
Blessed the kind Saviour with his fleeting breath,
And died! With tears the preacher left the place,
And Joseph's gone to sing redeeming grace!

HYMNS BY JOSEPH SWAIN

EDITOR'S NOTE

225

F.e.

Joseph Swain wrote many hymns. Five of them appear HI

Songs of Grace and Glory and twenty-nine in Gospel Hymns.

The following are common to the two hymn-hooks:

A friend there is; your voices join.
Come, ye souls by sin afflicted.
How sweet, how heavenly is the sight.
Praise your Redeemer, praise His Name.
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BIBLE EXPOSITION

CHRIST INTERCEDING FOR HIS DISCIPLES

A SERMON BY THE REv. J. HARRINGTON EVANS, M.A.

"/ pray for thelll: / pray not for the world, but for them which Thou
hast given Me; for they are Thine."-JoHN 17 : 9.

You will remark that the first five verses of this chapter are filled
with our Lord's prayer for Himself.

"Father, the hour is come; glorify Thy Son, that Thy Son also
may glorify Thee: as Thou hast given Him power over all flesh,

that He should give eternal life to as many as Thou hast given
Him. And this is life eternal, that they might know Thee the
only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom Thou hast sent. I have
glorified Thee 011 the earth: I have finished the work which
Thou gavest Me to do; and now, 0 Father, glorify Thou Me
with Thine own self with the glorify which I had with Thee
before the world was.-'

He pleaded for that glory on two principles: I1rst, that He had
"l1nished the work" that was given Him to do, as is set before us in
the fourth verse; and then, as in the sixth verse-"[ have manifested
Thy Ilame unto the men which Thou gavest me out of the world:
Thine they were, and Thou gavest them Me; and they have kept
Thy word." On which T need not stay any more than just to
remark that it could not mean the apostles exclusively, because it
was not true of the apostles exclusively; nor of the seventy ex
clusively; but that it does belong to all true disciples, though
especially and primarily, as we doubt not, to the apostles. In the
ninth verse begins His prayer for His disciples, and this more or
less continues to the end of the chapter.

In the words before us there are two or three points that r would
desire to bring before you, containing great and most substantial
matter. Let liS, first of all, consider who they are for whom He
prays: and then, secondly, let us regard the intercession that He
makes for them; both as to the mode of His intercession, and as to
the objects or things for which He prays.

I.-THOSE FOR WHOM HE PRAvs

With regard to the first point, the passage tells liS who they are
for whom He prays. It is "not for the world," but for those who
believe on His name. It is the description of His disciples; the
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persons who were given to Him of the Father, to whom He had
manifested His name, and who had known that all things whatso
ever given unto Him were of the Father: who knew these things
assuredly; not at a peradventure, but certainly, and assuredly,
knowing them by the inward teaching of the Spi ri t of God: and
who had believed on His blessed name.

He does not pray for the world. "[ pray flat for the lVorld
which, as I understand the passage, means this: "I pray not for the
unbelieving world, the sin-loving and the sin-fulfilling world; I pray
not for the world that rejects Me and dishonours Thee; I pray for
My disciples, I pray for those Thou hast given to Me, and who
believe on Thy blessed name." It is most true, beloved, that I do
not see in God's Word that our Lord prays for the unelect world.
I do not see it, and if I did see it, I should be brought to this con
clusion, either first of all that His prayer was in vain, or secondly,
that the whole world must be saved: and as I know that He can
never pray in vain, so I should be more ready to acknowledge that
all must be saved, than I should the other, that His prayer should
ever be ineffectual. But I do not conceive that this is the meaning
of the passage. It is for the unbelieving world that He does not
pray. And there seems an infinite suitableness in it; it is a display
of His wisdom, it is in accordance with the general dealings of His
grace. It is His believing people that are blessed.

It is not one whom the client rejects, it is not one whom the client
refuses; it is one whom the client approves, it is one in whom the
client delights; he prefers Him, he puts his case into His hand;
therefore there is a wisdom and a suitableness in it. It is not for
those who reject Him, it is not for those who deny Him, it is not for
those who tread Him under foot that He prays; it is for those who
are given to Him of the Father, and who are led by the blessed
Spirit to believe on His name. J know, blessed be God--and it is a
truth, a most cheering truth-that there is in this passage a prayer
for His uncollverted ones, those who are as yet hidden in nature's
darkness. Were that not found to be true, not one soul could ever be
saved. Observe, in the twentieth verse, "neither pray T for these
alone, but for those also which shall believe on Me through their
word": evidently taking in the uncalled and hidden ones-those
yet hid in darkness. But, beloved, this passage is clearly in reference
to the unbelieving world, the world that still rejects Him; Himself
denying, and God dishonouring: and for them He does not pray.

There is an awful passage in the sixteenth Psalm, in which Psalm
I confess I see the Lord Jesus from beginning to end-perhaps this
awful passage the Holy Ghost may lay upon the heart and con-
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scicnce of somc poor thoughtless soul this day. "Preserve me, 0
God: for in Thee do J put my trust. 0 my soul, thou hast said unto
the Lord, Thou art my Lord: my good ness extendeth not to Thee;
but to the saints that are in the earth, and to the excellent, in whom
is all my delight. Their sorrows shall be multiplied that hasten
aftcr another god." Think of this, you that reject the Son of God;
think of this!-"their sorrows shall be m}Jltiplied that hasten after
another god: their drink-offerings of blood will I not offer, nor take
up their names into my lips." Observe-"I pray not for the world."

But, beloved, observe the wondrous plea, the mighty plea that He
uses: "I pray not for the world, but for them which Thou hast Riven
Me; for they are Thine." "They are Thy chosen, Thy precious
ones, Thine inestimable gift; they are dear to Thee, and they are
dear to Me. It is for them that r pray. It is true that the world
knows them not; they are despised by the world; or if known, they
are little thought of, and little regarded; but I pray for them. True,
they are like doves before the vulture; true, they are like the lamb
in the paw of the lion; true, they are but as sparks in the midst of
the ocean; but 1 pray for them. True, they have no might, no
strength, no sufficiency; but I pray for them. True, they arc nothing
and less than nothing, and vanity. in themselves; but T pray for
them. True, thcy too oft forget to pray for themselves, they are oft
too backward to pour out their supplications at the throne of grace;
but T pray for them. And when under the pressure of want they do
pray, how soon they retire, their hands hanging down, their knees
feeble, and then Amalek prevails!-but I will pray for them, and
then Amalek shall not prevail. True, they too often mingle up their
infirmities with their prayers; much ignorance, and much trans
gression, oft-times mourning when they ought to rejoice, and oft
times rejoicing when they ought not to rejoice; much ignorance is
mingled up with their warmest supplications, and even their very
best frames are mingled with so much of their infirmity, but for
Me they would be worthless before Thee; but T pray for them.
They are Thine, and T pray for them. I will pray for them now, T
will pray for them all through life, 1 will pray for them in heaven."

And what will be the intercession of the Son of God in heaven,
but according to this pattern? How do you know it? you ask. One
can only say that if one had all that this chapter would give us, it
would give us heaven; and therefore we are warranted in the con
clusion that these are the preliminaries of heaven, the openings of
heaven, and that it is a pattern of every prayer of our Lord, a sort
of specimen, a sort of example of what that intercession is, that is
r.:arried on in the regions of glory. All of light and life are here; all
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of peace and holiness are here; all weanedness from earth and
preparedness for heaven; all to take off from time and to train up
for eternity are here; all that our souls desire when in their holiest
and happiest frames is to be found here. Therefore will we say that
this prayer is a pattern, a specimen, of what wi\] be carried on in
heaven itself.

But this does not fully answer the question, who are they? There
is something very delightful as 1 touch upon the fact, in the thought,
the consciousness that all the family of God are prayed for person
ally and individually. That oneness is essential to the believer's
happiness in the contemplation of the Lord's intercession. He prays
for each one as if there were none other to pray for. Oh! those
words that He addressed to Peter, "I have prayed for thee, that thy
faith fail not!" Individual salvation is the thing that we want. It
will not do to rejoice merely in the intercession of the great
Intercessor for His Israel altogether; we want His intercession for
ourselves personally, singly, and individually. When the high priest
went into the holiest of all, he bore the names of all his Israel there:
there was not one tribe wanting. And what does this set forth?
Why, that each one, the weakest, the meanest, and the feeblest, is
equally interceded for by the Lord Jesus Christ.

We might reason this point out in another way. We know that
Satan is an individual accuser, an individual tempter: and, blessed
be God, it is our mercy to know that we have an individual Inter
cessor in the Son of God. When the Father gave the people to the
Son, He gave them singly, individually, each one; and in giving
Himself to them, He has given an intercession for them each one,
singly, and individually. Oh! how comforting the thought to the
souls of some of you that hear me! Oftentimes you are ready to
say, 'I stand alonc in the world'---.:..-the Lord Jesus Christ as much
intercedes for thee as if thou didst; as if there was but one man, and
that one thyself.

But let us consider one question here: who is it that intercedes?
[t is no common person, it is no ordinary individual; it is God's only
begotten Son, it is His co-equal, co-eternal Son, it is His best
beloved Son, it is the incarnate God. Tt is He who not only does not
fail, but who cannot fail. Tt is He whom the Father delights to hear;
and we may go one step further and say, it is He whom it is the
Father's glory that He should hear. No wonder then, beloved, if
these are my views, that I believe that the Lord Jesus Christ can
never intercede in vain: that whatever it is for which He intercedes
will most surely and most truly he accomplished.
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H.-HIS INTERCESSION

But let us now consider, and that in as few words as may be
how we should understand His praying for His saints: "I pray for
them." A remark or two here upon the mode of our Lord's inter
cession.

There are some who confine the idea of His intercession to the
presentation of His human nature at the right hand of God. I can
have no doubt but that it is a very great act of His intercession;
there can be no doubt of that. There He stands, the Man-there He
stands, the God-Man; there He stands, the great Head of the
covenant-and there He stands, having "finished the work that was
given Him to do," having "made an end of sin," having "made
reconciliation for iniquity, and brought in everlasting righteous
ness." Oh! that beautiful passage in the ninth chapter of the
Hebrews! I can hardly venture to read it to you, lest hoarseness
should prevent my going on; but I would say, pray over that
beautiful text, the twenty-fourth verse--it may be the means of
comforting your souls upon your sick and dying pillOWS. "For
Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands (which
are the figures of the true), but into heaven itself, now to appear in
the presence of God for us," and on our behalf. Not merely is He
there to do us good, but in our stead, in our place, as if we had
stood there. No doubt, His presentation of the humanity before the
throne of God is, in itself, no unessential, but a most essential part
of His continued intercession.

But I cannot confine the idea I have of His intercession to that.
For the very idea of intercession implies petition; there may be
other ideas, but there is always that which implies petition, more
or less. Our Lord is still a suppliant before the throne of God,
although not a mere supplicant. It is not as a mere suppliant, but
He offers His supplication upon the ground of justice. That ought
never to be lost sight of-it is a supplication upon the ground of
justice. Because He has "finished the work," because He has
"magnified the law, and made it honourable"-now He claims the
blessing, because He has done all this. But still it is as a suppliant,
beloved.

Misunderstand me not. I always love to touch this string, because
I hope it always finds its echo in my own soul-it is not as one that
supplicates the favour of an angry God. Oh! how many hymns
could I blot out of all our books because of that one perverted
view! How it weakens the truth, and opens the truth to the cavils of
Socinians! How it weakens the doctrine of the atonement! and,
what is worse-if anything can be worse than that-how it gives a
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sort of harsh view of the Divine character! It is not to supplicate
the mercy of an angry God; it is not to make peace with God-that
is already done, that is over and finished. Peace has been made; by
one offering He has made it; and there are now no more offerings to
be made. It is one of the greatest delusions-I was going to say,
the greatest blasphemy-in the man of sin, the continued repetition
of offerings day by day; as if that were not a truth, that "by one
offering He hath for ever perfected them that are sanctified." We
do not want another Mediator, and we do not want another sacri
fIce. We have one Mediator, and one sacrifice, and that sacrifice is
eternally sufficient. He having made peace by the blood of His
cross, now. as an Intercessor, makes authoritative intercession upon
the ground of justice.

And, let me also add, it is His to present the supplications of
those who are suppliants, by the power of His own blessed Spirit.
My dear hearers, there are His supplications in the soul-you know
what I mean-as in the eighth chapter of Romans, "the Spirit itself
maketh intercession for us with groanings that cannot be uttered."
Oh! it is a touching verse! But who presents these intercessions and
supplications in the "much incense?" who is it that rectifies their
mistakes, and perfumes them with His infinite merit? who is it that
takes away all the ignorance from them, and who in Himself
presents them, in the holy incense of His finished work, as "a sweet
smelling savour" before God? I need not take up longer time to
prove this than by just referring to the eighth chapter of Revelation.
and the third verse, where I find this "Angel," this blessed Jesus,
this "Angel of the covenant" "came and stood at the altar, having
a golden censer; and there was given unto Him much incense, that
He should offer it with the prayers of all saints upon the golden
altar, which was before the throne." He does not therefore merely
present Himself in His human nature as an Intercessor, but He
stands there as an authoritative suppliant. He doth petition in the
right of justice, in the name of justice. and He brings down bless
ings. countless as the sands, upon the children of the living God.

lII.--THTNGS POR WHICH HE INTERCEDES

Now this prepares the way for our last point, which is, what are
the things for which He intercedes? Here I must confine myself to
a small field, because the field is so wide in itself, were I to take in
the whole of it, that it would exceed by far our legitimate time.
r might delight otherwise to speak of His powerful intercession.
in making the Word of God effectual, and in hringing in poor
sinners. I never seem to touch these strains but I am loth to leave
them. Had I time I might enlarge on that truth-how it doth bring
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with it the perpetual renewal of pardoning love to the souls of God's
saints!-"if any man sin we have an Advocate with the Father."
Oh! the bubbling of that springing well! Oh! the secret pardons
that come forth from the heart of God; the pardons that really and
freely come forth from His very heart; and coming to us as they do
in the crystal stream of the Saviour's intercession! Could you count
them only for one day-could you enumerate them but for one day
-one thing we should see, that "God is love"; and another thing we
should see, that "by grace are we saved."

But I must keep to the subjects detailed in this chapter. Here
are certain blessings for which He prays. The first of these, we find,
beloved, in the sixteenth verse: "/ pray not that Thou shouldest
take them out of the world, hut that Thou shouldest keep them from
the evil"-which is but a repetition, or rather an enlargement of
what was before prayed for in the eleventh verse-"holy Father,
keep through Thine own name, those whom Thou hast given Me."
Daily "keep them." Ah! who can know what one day's "keeping"
is? The stratagems, the secret plans, the machinations, the under
ground works, the viper beneath the grass, the marred toils, the
broken-up plans, and the defeated counsels of Satan for one day!
How little are we aware of the dangers from which we are preserved
in one day! It is but a spark; but a spark may set a house on fire!
It is but a grain of sand; but a grain of sand may cause my death!
So the strong temptation, the suited occasion, inward corruptions,
and a wily Satan-and where is our strength? I am not making an
excuse for sin-rather let me be like Nebuchadnezzar, and "never
open my mouth any more"-but at such seasons is shown to us
distinctly what our great weakness is; and they show to us what our
keeper is, and how He keeps us.

It was but a cold day, Peter sat down by the fire to warm himself
-there was no harm in that-except that he ought to have been
with his Master; and whenever we neglect the path of duty we
always run into temptation. A maid came and charged him with
being a Galilean; and he denied it. Again she charged him with
the same; and he denied it again. An hour passed on-an hour?
it is a long time! (What! is not one hour enough to make a saint of
God retrace his way, and abhor himself for his falsehood, his
duplicity, and his cowardice!) An hour passes on; he is charged
again; and again he denies it, and denies it with oaths and blas
phemy! Oh! what a fall is here! It was the tempter, the suited
occasion, the strength of inward corruptions, a wily Satan, and a
spirit off its guard, not "watching unto prayer." Could you per
suade me that Peter was watching unto prayer? I could not believe
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it from your lips. He was off his watch-tower, the lion came, and
he was brought Jaw. But, oh! that look, that heart-breaking look!
It was but a look that did break poor Peter's heart; and "he went
out and wept bitterly." But what caused that look? It was the
intercession of the Son of God that made him weep. "1 have prayed
for thee, that thy faith fail not." Why was Peter not given up to
entire hardness? why was he not as the nether millstone? why was
he not as adamant? why did he weep? why was there any tender
ness?-"[ have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not." It was the
intercession of the Son of God; and not because of any goodness
that there was in Peter, that Peter was restored; and Peter knew it
well. So did David before him-"He restoreth my soul and leadeth
me in the paths of righteousness for His name's sake." Well may it
be said, beloved, of all God's family, that they are wonders of His
grace; and there is not a day passes over their heads but what, if
really looked into, it would be found to be a wondrous day-"kept
by the power of God unto sa Ivation," through the intercession of
His dear Son.

But what else does the Lord intercede for? In the seventeenth
verse we read that He intercedes for their deeper sanctity. They are
a holy people; sin is their burden, and holiness is their aim; they
love to walk with God, and it is their grief when they do not walk
with Him. But what did He intercede for on their behalf? It was
deeper sanctity. Ah! ours is a sort of standing in the door of
holiness, a sort of preliminary entrance; but we want to go in; we
live too much at the threshold. These that were sanctified needed
to be sanctified still more and more. Our Lord's intercession is not
for wealth, it is not for power, it is not for intellect, it is not for a
great name; but for their increase in holiness, for their increase in
faith, in hope, in love, in meekness, in deadness to the world, in
liveliness to the things of God, and devotedness to His glory. And
all this through the instrumentality of the truth: "sanctify them
through Thy truth." Had I power, I should like to enlarge upon
that subject; but I have often preached on that text, to show the
holy tendency of the truth, when experienced, entered into, and
known; not by standing upon the threshold of it, but going into it,
knowing it, and having inward, hallowed, and personal experience
of it, by the power of the Holy Ghost.

Another thing He prays for is, the manifested union of the
Church of God. You observe this in the twentieth and twenty-first
verses: "Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which
shall believe on Me through their word; that they all may be one;
as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that they also may be
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one in us; that the world may believe that Thou hast sent Me."
There is His prayer for those yet dead-did I not believe that, how
could I believe in the all-prevalent intercession of the Son of God,
and that what He prays for He shall have, and that what He inter
cedes for shall be performed? I would even dare to say, that if I
did not otherwise believe it, I must believe it because this verse
declares it.

But there is unity. Ah! beloved, I never touch on this point but
what I fear lest r should be misunderstood; lest I should seem to
speak in praise of that for which my soul mourns-the dissensions,
the heart-burnings, and the separations amongst the saints of God.
Truth compels me to say this: that as my years advance, and my
approach to eternity becomes nearer, I get less and less denomina
tional every year of my life.

But there is a blessed unity in the Church; far more, I believe,
than is usually supposed. What are my grounds for this opinion?
These are my grounds for this opinion: their prayers, their
inwrought experience, their confessions in trying moments, their
dying experience. I see in it all the unity of the Church of God.
How often has it been, that as we conversed with a dear brother, we
have felt but little unity; but as he prayed, our hearts have melted,
and we have been subdued, by the power of the Spirit of God! My
brethren, it is the Spirit praying in him, making intercession within
him, with "groanings that cannot be uttered." Oh! there is a
blessed unity in the Church of God. And with such cause as we
have for deep humility, that there should be so much of that which
is opposite, so much cause to make our hearts grieve, yet the inter
cession of the Son of God is prevalent, and never, never can be
otherwise.

And how gloriously will it be fulfilled when antichrist shall have
its fall, when the Jews shall be converted, when the Jews shall be
the missionaries of the world, when the Lord Jesus shall take to
Himself the power and the glory, and the kingdoms of this earth
shall become the kingdoms of our Christ, and when we shall see
eye to eye, and face to face, and the world will believe that He is
the Christ of God!

Lastly (and on this point I cannot detain you long), He prays for
the perfect fruition of Himself; that His saints may be full of the
fruition of Himself in glory: "Father, I will that they also whom
Thou hast given Me be with Me where I am; that they may behold
My glory, which Thou hast given Me." Oh! the happiness of being
with Christ! I should think it a great thing to see the apostle Paul;
I should think it a pleasant thing to see such a man of God as you
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and I never saw in this world-to see that active labourer, that self
denying servant of Jesus! But what is all this compared to the sight
of Christ! What is al1 this compared to the enjoyment of angels and
archangels, the "spirits of the just made perfect," and the ful1
fruition of Jesus and of God, in perfect purity, in perfect happiness,
in perfect intelligence, in perfect holiness, and that for ever?

CONCLUDING REMARKS

I would now make only a few concluding remarks. The subject
is wide; I hardly knew its breadth when I entered upon it. There is
something touchingly sweet in the consideration of the safety of the
Church of God.

Some of you are just beginning to walk with the Lord: you cannot
open your mouths to anyone. There is just the opening of life-the
misgiving-the secret thought-the secret prayer. It seems like a
little sapling; the least breath of wind is enough to shake it.

Some of you are in the midst of the turmoil of life-some of you
are under the pressure of painful domestic circumstances-some of
you have weak bodies-ah! you that are strong, you may soon have
them; you may soon know what it is to see all things dark, through
the dark medium of your own minds. But whatever it is (blessed
truth!) there is One that ever pleads: the intercession of the Son of
God stands upon His atonement, and the atonement rests upon the
justice of God. And jf that be so, how can it ever fail? Though we
have gone through so many dangers and through so many snares,
and notwithstanding so many backslidings which honesty compels
us to acknowledge, those numerous turnings aside to the right and
to the left-oh! think how dear the saints of God must be to Him!
They have now an Intercessor at the right hand of God, ever
prevalent, always acceptable, Himself once a sufferer, but now their
glorified Intercessor. Blessed truth! we may safely look forward
with cheerfulness to what yet remains of life, because we are safe
in such an Intercessor. Think of the love of Jesus in heaven-He
is there surrounded with the glory of angelic hosts, yet He thinks
of you, He bears you on His heart, He cares for you, He pleads for
you, He intercedes for you. In all your afflictions He is afflicted.
He enters more into your cares than ever you can enter into them
yourselves. Oh! how unutterable is the love of Jesus as your
Intercessor!

What a word of encouragement is this to the poorest sinner! what
a cause of rejoicing to the vilest! If there be the most worthless
case within these wal1s, if there be the greatest sinner that ever lived
upon the earth-save him only who has sinned against the Holy
Ghost-which, by-the-bye, I would almost say that I do not believe
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that these our days render a man fully capable of; if there be in
this place the greatest sinner that ever walked upon this earth, if he
puts his case into the hand of Jeslls, He will make his case a good
case. He never rejects the vilest sinner that ever comes to Him; He
never did, and He never will.

There is something very sweet in this train of thought. How
often are we touchcd by something of awkwardness in our brother!
There is something in his manner that pains us; or there is some
thing in his life and conduct that distresses us; we do not suit each
other. Yet Jesus prays for him, Jesus bears him upon His heart,
Jesus takes him to the throne of grace, Jesus presents him before
God, Jesus has died for him, Jesus cares for him, and Jesus is at
the right hand of God for him. Oh! blessed thought!

And then, my brother, the individuality of it! Some of you are
too solitary. Healthy religion is never solitary. Some of you are
too solitary: you are not, then, healthy specimens of the Gospel.
You shut yourselves up too much; you too much withdraw from the
saints of God; and then you think yourselves almost deserted and
alone in the world.

Ah! remember the individual intercession! remember how He
bears you on His heart! remember that there is not a care, nor a
sorrow, but He enters into it at this moment, in all the fulness of
His graee and the riches of His love!

See, then, beloved, what our position is: it is with the great
Intercessor-living on Him day by day, taking our cases to Him
every day. Every day?-every hour, and every moment! 0 blessed
Jesus! -the unwearied, untiring Jesus-who is like Thee? "Thy
name is as ointment poured forth." Oh! may we go hence with our
spirits subdued, our hearts lifted up, our souls stirred up to yield
ourselves more entirely and unreservedly in devotedness and
obedience to Him, body, soul and spirit, for ever!

1. HARRtNGTON EVANS.

LOlldon, April, 1846.

Holy Saviour, we adore Thee,
Seated on the Throne of God.

While the heavenly host before Thee
Gladly sing Thy praise aloud.

"Thou art worthy!
We are ransomed by Thy blood."

S. P. Tregelles (1813·1875).
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ARCHBISHOP'S VISIT TO ROME
COMMENT BY THE REV. T. R. HORAN, M.A.

(Superintendent, Irish Church Missions, Dublin)
THOSE who live in predominantly Roman Catholic countries like
Ireland are perhaps more realistic in their attitude to the recently
attempted "rapprochement" between Canterbury and Rome in the
context of the Archbishop's visit to the Pope, than those who have
never really experienced the full onslaught of Roman Catholic
domination.

That Rome exhibits herself in the vaunted character of "Semper
eadem" in S. Ireland where she is literally in the saddle, in such
aspects of public life as mixed marriages, undue influence in the
press, the power of the hierarchy in the government of the nation
and segregation in education, to mention but a few, is something
which many of our English friends find difficult to believe.

ROME lN ENGLAND

The reason is not far to seek. Rome speaks with many voices,
depending much on local conditions. In England today she is a
missionary church, on her best behaviour and determined at all
costs to make a good impression. Thus many of her intolerant
doctrines (like the Bull "Unam Sanctam" defined by Pope Boniface
VIII (1302), which states that outside the Roman Church is no
salvation) are waived, or explained away, or even denied altogether
in Protestant England because unacceptable to the tolerant and
freedom-loving Englishman.

It has been said that a so-called infallible church is not a church
which makes no mistakes, but rather a church which does not admit
its mistakes-in other words, Rome can never retract any of her
dogmas, however unscriptural. An "infallible" church therefore is
impervious to all effort at Reformation.

Instances have occurred frequently in England where Roman
Catholics have been elected to high civic offices and when, in dis
charge of their civic duties, they have attended Protestant services,
reproofs and censures have been administered by their ecclesiastical
superiors. Roman Catholics have frequently been prevented by
"the Church" from being present on the same platform with
Protestants, even while the Lord's Prayer is being said. Instances of
this kind could be multiplied.

RESULTS or THE V1SlT

A great deal of eulogy has come from many ecclesiastical
quarters 011 the "laudable" and "desirable" Christian purpose of
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the Archbishop's visit to the Pope, and if a voice is raised in ques
tion or dissent it is bigotry!

What are the results of the visit? It has been reported in the press
that Church of England clergy, their curates and members of their
congregations have already attended celebrations of the Mass in
Roman Catholic Churches; and it has been admitted that the
incentive behind the move is the example of the Archbishop's visit.

Paul said that even if things were lawful they were not always
expedient. The Word of God and the 39 Articles both condemn the
so-called Sacrifice of the Mass because it is dishonouring to our
Lord and His finished work. Are Roman Catholics encouraged to
attend Protestant Services as a result? Certainly not. There is no
sign of a two-way traffic. For a Roman Catholic it is a "mortal sin"
to attend a Protestant Service without permission.

DOCTRINE DOES MATTER

That divisions exist among us may not necessarily be a sin,
particularly if reunion or unity or even co-operation means com
promise with error. "And they continued stedfastly in the apostles'
doctrine and fellowship," says Acts 2 : 42. It must be noted that
apostolic doctrine precedes fellowship. The order cannot be
reversed without disloyalty to the revealed Word of God. Today
the cry is, "let us have the fellowship-the doctrine doesn't really
matter."

This is a great mistake, for whatever misguided non-Romanists
may say, doctrine does matter with Rome. Hear what Pope Pius XI
said in his Encyclical on Reunion Mortalium Animos (1928):

"There is but one way in which the unity of Christians may
be fostered, and that is by furthering the return to the one true
Church of Christ, of those who are separated from it."

Is it any wonder that the Irish Protestant says "No surrender" to
such a demand? To submit would be to dishonour our Lord Jesus
Christ. The Irish Protestant sees Romanism in action in his native
land. He reads of the treatment of Protestants in Spain and
Colombia; and he marvels that some of our "Masters in Israel" are
not prepared to take their stand on these Scriptural principles upon
which our Church is established.

Let those of us, therefore, who belong to the Church of Ireland
and the Church of England, stand fast in the liberty wherewith
Christ hath made us free; resist error and any entanglement with
the yoke of bondage; and rejoice in the sober confidence and quiet
assurance that we are truly Catholic, Apostolic, Reformed and
Protestant. T. R. HORAN.

Dublin. ''The Banner of Truth in Ireland," April, 1961.
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WORDS OF TROUBLE

The words Catholic and Protestant as ordinarily used are out of
date, said the Archbishop of Canterbury in London yesterday.

"They mean nothing at all," he said. "Each word means a
different thing to each person. They are almost always used now for
purely propaganda purposes. That is why so much trouble is caused
by thcm." -Daily Mail, January 11th, 1961.

PROUD OF BEING A PROTESTANT

Sir.-It was with extreme regret that one heard the B.B.C.
announcement that the Archbishop of Canterbury had stated that
the words "Catholic" and "Protestant" as ordinarily used were
complctely out of date, and that he hoped that by going to visit the
Pope he had enabled everybody to see this.

Therc are many in the Church of England who rejoice in the
name Protestant, and are profoundly concerned at current trends
(of which the Archbishop's visit to Rome, and this latest pronounce
ment may well be symptoms) to undermine the Scriptural truth and
doctrine of the Church of England, which the word "Protestant" in
its true meaning, embodies.

The positive force of the word is too much ignored and forgotten.
"To protest" means to make a declaration OF belief, to witness as
to something. as well as to make a declaration AGAINST something.
In its dual meaning, the word Protestant is still a wholesome and.
from its historical lIsage. an honoured word. I am proud of being
a Protestant.

The Continental Reformers used the word in its positive as well as
its negative sense. Their protestation was not a string of negatives
but a declaration of their faith, positive and negative. From them
the word passed into England, so that the Protestant Faith in
England meant the Faith of the Church of England, cleared from
uncatholic additions and corruptions of the Roman Church. For
this reason the word remains a useful and wholesome word when
properly employed.

The Archbishop's visit to Rome would seem to many of us to
underline the necessity of retaining as never before the honoured
word Protestant, for it is well for churchmen in England, and
mcmbcrs of the Church of England to remember that the Council



240 The Gospel Magazine

of Trent (1545) which stereotyped Roman doctrine, is still the line
of demarcation between Rome and the Reformed Churches the
world over. Archbishop Cranmer and a host of others were burnt
at the stake for refusing to accept this teaching. They were proud to
be Protestants. Their protestation was positive, and they were pre
pared to die for their beliefs, as Protestants in countries like
Columbia are doing today.

At heart, England is still a Protestant country (as the rejection of
the 1928 Revised Prayer Book proved) and there are thousands in
the Church of England, at home and overseas, who love and honour
the name Protestant, and who are prepared to resist all attempts,
from whatever quarter. to roh them and their children of their
Protestant heritage.

TilE REV. STANLEY SHORT,

Vicar, S1. Matthew's. K ingsdown. Bristol.

-Western Daily Press. Bristol.

Sir,-} was interested to read the letter by the Rev. Stanley Short,
protesting against the statement by the Archbishop of Canterbury,
in which he stated that the words "Catholic" and "Protestant," as
ordinarily used these days, were completely out of date. I should
like to add my protest to this, as a Free Church Minister.

When the Reformation came to Britain, and we became a Pro
testant country, it was because we took our stand on the Bible.
the Word of God, and therefore rejected the unscriptural doctrines
of the Church of Rome. such as the Doctrine of the Mass, the
worship and the intercession of the saints, instead of coming through
the One Mediator (1 Timothy 2: 5), etc.

These doctrines are still held by the Roman Catholic Church, and
are still as unscriptural as they were in the sixteenth century. We.
therefore, unlike the Archbishop, are proud to be known as Pro
testants, and Bible loving Christians. and call the others. with all
clue respect. Roman Catholics.

(Rev.) L. W. JIGGINS

(Minister of Sound well Baptist Church, and President of
the N.E. Bristol Free Church Federal Council).

-WestN/l Daily Press. February 4th. 1961.


