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'What is truth?' It was a cynical question as far as Pilate
was concerned and it might well be couched in the same
cynical way by many of our contemporaries. Many questions
they can answer-how to move faster, how to produce more,
how to destroy life more efficiently, how to pollute the planet
we live in. But ultimate questions about the meaning of life,
or what lies beyond the grave, they cannot answer. They don't
even try, for they feel there is no answer.

But if you cannot give answers to the really important
questions-or if you can no longer muster the energy even to
ask them-you can still feel, so we are told, and you can still
act. So if reason falters into silence, feelings will carry you
along. You may have to despair as far as the mind is con
cerned, but you can go all out for experience and for action.

Admittedly feelings tend to become jaded if you impose too
many demands upon them. The appetite for excitement and
novelty has a habit of reaching a condition of aversion, if not
nausea. But the twentieth century has its stimulants to stir the
flagging emotions, and to titillate the jaded palate. The
gadarene rush continues along avenues of corruption which
plumb new depths. Twentieth century man with his snout in
the trough has ceased to survey the heavens or to listen for a
voice from that direction!

But the Bible still insists that there are questions which must
be asked about man-Why is he here? What is his aim? What
is his destiny? It insists, too, that there are answers to these
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questions. These answers are not speculation. They are not
brilliant guesses. They are answers from God. They are 'the
truth'.

Nor is this truth from God couched in such a way that only
the specially gifted may grasp it. It has been presented so that
a child may grasp it, for it is embodied in a person of flesh and
blood. the man Christ Jesus. His claim is still as firm as ever.
'I am the truth'. In Him we hear the voice of God. In Him
we find the answers to the ultimate questions.

When Jesus spoke of the Holy Spirit He designated Him as
'the Spirit of truth', It is a richly suggestive title. It is the Holy
Spirit who is the source of our knowledge of the truth. He
compelled men of God to write the Scriptures in which Christ
the truth is made known. He enlightens our minds to under
stand the Scriptures. Without the Spirit there would have been
no Bible. Without the Spirit there will be no understanding of
the Bible.

When therefore we insist on the importance of right doctrine.
and when we stand for a confessional Christianity, we are
calling for a Christianity which is subject to the sovereignty of
the Spirit. Doctrine and life do not belong in different com
partments. To separate them is dangerous. to t1ivorce them is
disastrous. Truth is the well-spring of life, and the Spirit is the
One who enables us in Isaiah's picture to draw water out of
the wells of salvation.

There is much discussion today about the work of the Spirit
and about the gifts He imparts. Claims are being made about
His activity in all kinds of places. Tt is good, therefore, to
recall that He is the Spirit of truth and not of error. He speaks
with consistency, and does not contradict Himself. He does
not at one and the same time exalt Christ and glorify Mary.
He does not call the people of God to 'come out and be
separate' and at the same time endorse the standards and ways
of the world. His work in our hearts is-not one of emotional
excitement divorced from the truth He has revealed.

This means that any claim to a work of the Spirit is to be
received, not with an open mouth but with an open Bible.
Faith is not the same as credulity. Spirituality is not a blind
leap in the dark. Faith, rather, is response to the truth made
known to us in the Bible. By that standard all must be tested,
By that criterion every religious claim must be scrutinised.
The truth of God has been made known by the Spirit in the
written Word. It is for us to ask Him to enlighten our minds
to receive that Word, to move our hearts to rejoice in it and
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to stir our wills to obey it. The truth shall make you free-and
that means also freedom from the delusions which devil or

d
. ~

man may eSlre.

Come, Holy Spirit, come,
Let Thy bright beams arise.

Dispel the darkness from our minds
And open all our eyes. (J. Hart)

H. M. CARSON.

THE LAMB IS ALL THE GLORY

'Worthy is the Lamb' (Revelation 5 : 12)

The Lamb of God is the centre of this mystic and glowing
book of the Revelation.

There is the Lamb with His wounds-the Lamb that was
slain. Even in heaven He carries those scars ut His conflict,
those reminiscences of the power of the night and the press of
the storm and the hate ut the foe. Even in heaven I shall be
perpetually reminded that I owe everything to Calvary and to
Him who was both Victor and Victim there.

There is the Lamb in His royalty-the Lamb in the midst
of the Throne. The Head that once was crowned with the
sharp CClctus thorns is crowned with regal glory now. I rejoice
in it for Christ's sake. I rejoice in it for my own sake, for what
is there which He cannot do for me-His little one? Over the
world of nature and men, over unseen principalities Clnd
powers, He rules that He may befriend my soul.

There is the Lamb with His guardianship of His own-the
Lamb shall lead them. To all eternity He will shepherd me,
feed me, uphold me. I shall never be able to dispense with
Him. I shall never wish to stand alone. outside His keeping and
His care. Through the everlasting years I shall avow myself
my dear Lord's debtor.

There is the Lamb in His triumphs-the Lamb shall over
come them. He who is for me is mightier than the hosts
arrayed against me. He will conquer in the battle.

I have 'none other Hope in heaven or earth or sea.'

-ALEXANDER SMELLlE.
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We Must Obey
H. M. CARSON

A sermon preached in Hamilton Road Baptist
Church, Bangor, Co. Down, on Sunday

morning, 20th September, 1970.

'Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, We
ought to obey God rather than men' (Acts 5 : 29).

Tn the early chapters of the Acts we encounter a church
brought to the birth by the mighty working of the Spirit of
God. We meet men with a holy passion to declare Jesus Christ
and Him crucified. Men and women in great numbers are
convicted by the Spirit of God, turn to the Saviour and are
incorporated into the church. We discover a rare quality of
life as men are filled with the Holy Spirit and so knit together
in a deep unity. We find, as a result, a church full of power
and full of life.

Now we see a church beginning to face opposition and
before long severe persecution. Here are the apostles facing
the leaders of the Jewish nation. facing the religious leaders
who have already attempted to stamp out what was to them
a heresy, by crucifying the Lord Jesus Christ, and now that
these men are preaching that He has risen from the dead, they
are trying desperately to silence them. They are urging them,
with threats of punishment if they do not obey, to desist from
their preaching. The reply of the apostles is a great statement,
a statement which has nerved the arm of men of God right
down the centuries-We ought to obey God rather than men.
When the crunch comes and you are confronted with a clash of
loyalties, when on the one side the will of God is plain and on
the other side the pressure comes from "men, then the responsi
bility, the duty, indeed the high privilege of the man of God
is to say quite clearly and quite emphatically-Whatever men
may say, whatever pressures they may exert, we ought to obey
God rather than men. The will of God is of paramount import
ance; it is the primary consideration.

This morning 1 want to consider with you the concern of the
man of God to obey God rather than men, to be subject to the
will of God rather than to the opinions of men, to be governed
by God's revelation rather than by men's theories and ideas.
It is God and God alone whom we must obey.
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Now to say that we must obey, presupposes that you can
know God's will. It is obviously pointless talking about obey
ing someone if you do not know what that person has said
and if you are in the dark as to what their wishes are. You
cannot obey in a state of ignorance. Certainly it was quite clear
what the high priests wanted. They were making their position
plain and obvious-they wanted these men silenced. When
Peter says, 'We ought to obey God', he is by implication saying
-God's will is as clear to us as the statement you have just
made; God's purpose for us is as clear as your concern, but we
ought to obey God rather than men. So, I say, this call to
obedience, which is constant in ScripturJ, presupposes that
God has made known His will to men, and that therefore there
is a word which we can understand, there is a word to which
we can give our assent, there is a word which we can, and
indeed which we must, obey.

The basic starting point for the Christian is that God has
spoken. We are not engaged in speculation. The truth of God
is not something which lies at the end of our theorising, it is
not the product of some theologian's opinion. God has taken
the initiative. After all, if God had not taken the initiative, if
God had not spoken plainly and clearly, we would simply be
lost in a fog of guesswork. Tt is because so many theologians
today have virtually shut the Bible (or if they have not shut it
they have approached it with a pair of theological ~cissors) that
they are in such a state of confusion. When you listen to the
theological debates and discussion it is confusion worse con
founded because they are listening to themselves, they are
engaged in a soliloquy, they are simply engaged in discussion
and dialogue the one with the other. But, you see, we are finite
and we cannot really understand the infinite God. We are
creatures and we cannot begin to comprehend the Creator. If
we attempt to do so, we shall be groping and guessing and we
will always be in the twilight. But the great thing about the
gospel is that God has not left men ta flounder and grope, to
search, wonder and theorise.

God has spoken! God has acted! So as you turn to the
Bible it is the record of the mighty acts of God-the God who
created. the God who judged in the days of Noah, the God
who called Abraham and sent him out with rich promise to the
land to which God was calling him, the God who kept His
hand upon Israel right through the centuries in mercy and in
judgment, the God who gave Christ to be born at Bethlehem
and to die at Calvary, the God who raised Him from the dead.
Then, undergirding this record of the mighty actions of God, is
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God's continuing explanation. God not only acts but He
explains the meaning of the action. God not only does some
tfting mighty but He adds to that mighty action His own
declaration of the significance of what He has done, what it all
means. So we have a Book, we have the Scriptures, and we
say, God has spoken. We are not lost in a fog of theological
opinion, we are not lost in the mist of doctrinal uncertainty.
We have the Word of God. God has made Him~elf known,
God has declared Himself.

But the God who has declared Himself has not even left us
to our own resources in trying to understand His Word. Other
wise this would be a book only for the educated and intelligent.
But this is a book for every man. It matters not if he has much
education or little, whether he is highly intellectual or not, this
is not the issue. This book is spiritually interpreted and
spiritually understood. I say, God has not left us to ourselves,
to our own resources and to our own ability, He has given us
His Word but He has also given us the means by which we can
understand this Word, and the continuing factor is the Spirit
of God. After all, the men who wrote the Scriptures did not
write because of their own initiative. It was not their idea. It
was not Isaiah's idea that he should prophesy. Listen to him
as he speaks: 'The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me because
the Lord has anointed me to preach good tidings to the meek'.
Or Jeremiah? Did he give his prophecies because he wanted to
pontificate on religious issues and say his piece before the
nation? His answer is a firm No-he would have withdrawn,
he wanted to be silent, but the word was like a burning fire
shut up in his bones, so that he could not contain.

These were men taken up by the Spirit of God and impelled
by the Spirit of God to speak. This is why we speak of the
Scriptures as being the inspired Word, the Spirit-breathed
Word. These men, as Peter says in his second epistle, were like
ships borne along by a prevailing wind, they were borne along
by the Spirit of God (2 Peter 1 : 21). So' when they wrote their
prophecies, their records of the hjstory of Israel, or of the life,
death and resurrection of Jesus, the epistles with their great
doctrinal statements-they wrote under the direction of the
Holy Spirit of God, so that the word which they have given us
is the word which God gave to them.

Now it is the same Holy Spirit who moved them to write the
Scripture who enables us to understand the Scripture. His
presence in a man's life is the explanation of the great change
which takes place when he becomes a Christian. What happens
to him? He is born again. By what power is he born again?
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He is born again by the power of the Spirit of God. So a
Christian is a man who has passed from death to life. He has
passed from a condition where he did not have the Spirit to a
condition where the Spirit of God dwells within him. The in
dwelling Spirit of God, the One who moved men to write the
Scriptures, is the same Spirit of God who enlightens our under
standing that we understand the Scriptures and gives us grace
to probe ever more deeply into the truth. That is why you find
such a change in someone who in the past may have had only
a head knowledge of the Bible. Perhaps he had been brought
up in Sunday School or in church circles and he knew the
Scriptures, but it was all very dead and lifeless, it was just like
so much lumber in the attic-of little point or use. Then the
great miracle takes place and he is born again. He has the
Spirit of God within him, and you see him turning to what is
really a familiar passage and he says-l see it now, I can see
the point of it all. What is happening? The Spirit is enabling
him to understand. God has spoken, and the God who has
spoken is the God who through the continual work of the
Spirit enables us to understand.

But this book of the Acts reminds us of another factor in
this situatiOn. These are not isolated individuals, these are
members of the church. The Acts of the Apostles is a church
centred book and a church conscious book. We, however, have
tended in these days to drift into a wrong kind of individualism
with little awareness of the privilege and the responsibility of
belonging to the church of Christ. But in this book you cer
tainly do not find that. When men are saved, at once they are
added to the church, and within the fellowshjp of the church
they grow and develop. This is certainly true of our under
standing of the Word of God. It is in fellowship together that
we learn. It is as we discuss the Word of God together that this
one and that one is able to throw fresh light on the passage
which perhaps we find difficult. That is one of the blessings of
Christian fellowship. The great pity, of course, is that what is so
often called fellowship is just a shallow conversation on this,
that and the other subject. Real fellowship, on the other hand,
is sharing in what God has taught you from the Word of God.
This is the way in which we advance in our knowledge. It is
also a great way of correcting our false conclusions. We can
easily come to the wrong conclusion as to the meaning of the
Word. But in our fellowship together God corrects us and
shows us what the true meaning is and leads us on in our
understanding.
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Now this is the background for Peter's great statement, 'We
must obey God rather than men'. This presupposes, I say, that
God has spoken, God has made known His mind to us, God
has declared His Word, God has let us know His will, and
therefore there is a statement of truth to which we may give
our assent, to which we may yield obedience. What then do
we mean, what does the Scripture mean, what did Peter mean,
when he spoke about obeying God? True obedience to God
begins with an acknowledgement of who He is. We begin with
the basic doctrine of Scripture, which is that God has created
us. He has made us, and this is not simply one more doctrine
to which we add our little tick of assent when we are showing
how orthodox we are. To say that God has made us is to say
that He has absolute rights over us. If He is my Creator, then
as Paul points out in Romans, chapter 9, 'Has not the potter
power over the clay?' It is like the potter working with the
clay on the wheel forming the vase-the design of the vase has
emerged from the mind of the potter and the carrying out of
that design is due to the potter's skill. And God, the great
heavenly Potter, has designed and purposed to work something
out in your life and mine. It is for us to begin by assenting to
His sovereign rights to work with us as He will. That is why
obedience is closely linked with humility. Pride is closely
allied to disobedience. Hence the story in Genesis chapter 3,
and hence Adam's disobedience! It was because of pride,
because of the desire to assert himself, to throw off this bond·
age (as he imagined) to his Creator, because of this desire to
stand up for his own rights and to maintain his own dignity
and to assert his own independence-it was because of all this
that he disobeyed. Likewise it will be in so far as we are ready
to humble ourselves before God and to acknowledge that we
have no rights of our own, that we are subject to Him and to
Him alone, it is only then that we begin to learn the meaning
of obedience.

But there is an even greater incentive for the Christian. God
is not only the One who has made us, He is the One who has
given His Son to die for us. Again and again we go back to
Calvary. Indeed, every time we gather round the Lord's Table
and break the bread and drink the wine, we are thinking of
that broken body and that shed blood, we are thinking of that
amazing love which brought the Son of God to such a death
that we might be reconciled to God. When we look at Calvary,
when we see our blessed Saviour dying, we say that He has
established an unassailable right to claim absolute dominion
over us. The God who has made us is also the God who has
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redeemed us. We are His by sovereign right because He is our
Creator. We are His, if you like, twice over, because we have
been purchased by the blood of His own Son. So we obey
because we acknowledge God as our Sovereign, our King and
our Lord, as the One who has absolute rights over us.

Now having adopted that attitude-and this is the basic
attitude that governs the Christian-it is our responsibility to
assent to His Word. I said that God has spoken, He has given
us His truth, He has made Himself known. What, then, does
obedience mean? It means listening to the Word of God in
order that I might obey it. It means hearing the Word of God,
and that means reading it and studying it. Ignorance is no
excuse in the spiritual life. We must not say, 'I did not know',
when God has given us the Word by which we may know. We
are called on to yield disciplined obedience by studying the
Word of God. That is why we set such store by the preaching
of the Word of God. That is why we make it central in our
worship. What is preaching, after all? If it is merely one man
airing his religious opinions, then it is the height of presump
tion for him to stand and air his religious views before other
people. But we do not view preaching in that light at all. We
view preaching as positively linked with what I was saying
earlier about the work of the Spirit. The Spirit who led men
to write the Scriptures, and who enlightens the minds of the
people of God to understand the Scriptures, is the same Spirit
who calls men and uses them for this task of preaching the
Word of God. So the preaching of the Word is intended to be
one fresh ministry of the Spirit enabling the people of God to
probe more deeply into that Word, not in order that they may
simply advance in their orthodox attitude, but in order that
they might so learn the meaning and the demands of the Word
of God that they may be ready to obey.

Obedience also means action, it means carrying out in prac
tice what we learn. One of the reasons for spiritual stagnation,
one of the reasons why the Word of God ceases to have its
appeal for the believer is because often he is like a saturated
sponge--you cannot get any more water into the sponge until
you wring it out. So many Christians are stuffed to the ears
with orthodox doctrine, but they do nothing about applying it.
But God manifests His truth to us. not that we might become
self-righteous prigs preening ourselves on our orthodoxy, but
in order that the truth might grip our hearts and stir our wills
and send us out to men and women in their need to tell them
of the Christ who has saved us and who has kept us. One of
the great tragedies is that we have a situation today where so
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many people will gaily sing, 'Take my life and let it be conse
crated, Lord, lo Thee'-and then before you know where you
are they are making their own plans and launching their own
schemes. We have a missionary convention here every year
and people stand up ready to go to the ends of the earth, but
where are they? 1 have just had a report yesterday from one of
the missionary societies overseas and the number of recruits
shrinks. One lad wrote to me from India, a lad who is really
burning out for God in that land, and he asks-Where are the
young Christians from Northern Ireland? They jostle you off
the pavement on a Sunday morning with th::ir Bibles under
their arms, but where are they? We are desperately in need
of men for the work of the gospel overseas. Obedience is not
verbiage. Obedience is not so many words. Obedience is not
merely an orthodox attitude. Obedience means action, readi
ness. Whether it is in a major issue like the call of God over
seas or in the ordinary mundane situations in which most of us
find ourselves in the prosaic routine of everyday life, obedience
means a readiness to honour God. to follow Him, to put Him
in the first place in all things.

This kind of obedience, you see, is an unqualified obedience.
This is not an obedience with reservations. It does not mean
that I will obey God in so far as it does nol impinge upon my
own plans, that 1 will obey God as long as it does not affect my
own schedule and programme, that I will obey God as long as
it does nnt make demands at this point or that. We ought to
obey God, says Peter, and everything else is secondary, every
thing else must fall into its true position, which is a secondary
position. We must obey God rather than men. Why does
Peter put it like this? Well, in the first place and obviously.
because of the precise situation in which he was. Here they
are. confronted by the religious leaders who are saying they
must conform to what they say, and Peter and the apostles
have to come to a clear decision-are they to give way. are
they to capitulate, are they to compromis'e their position? No,
says Peter, we must obey God first.

The obedience of the Christian is wrought out in the context
of the tendency. which is always present, to conform to the
opinions of men and the whims and fancies of others. Why are
we so prone to conform? Well, first of all, because of what we
are by nature. The psychologists describing human nature
would talk about the 'herd instinct', and of course the herd
instinct is a very real factor in men and women. They like to
congregate together. and so wherever you go you find people
congregating in lodges and clubs and guilds. It is an instinctive
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reaction, and because of this instinct people adapt themselves
to the particular patterns of conduct which prevail in the com
munity to which they belong. There is a sense in which this is
perfectly healthy and perfectly right. The person who is always
wanting to behave like a rogue elephant by asserting himself
and throwing to one side all the conventions of the society to
which he belongs, becomes a bit of a nuisance, and if everyone
did that you would have a state of chaos. Obviously there has
to be a measure of conformity. We have to adapt to the
community where we live, we have to adapt to its ways. But
there is a big difference between this normal adaptation to our
community and to the life of that community, and the slavish
conformity which is such a characteristic of the man of the
world. He is always looking over his shoulder to see what his
neighbour is thinking, what the other fellow is going to do, and
so he is a slave to popular opinion and to the current way of
living.

Now this proneness to conform to the world rather than
obeying the Word of God is accentuated by the ambition which
again is very much a factor in human nature. In some people
it is much more developed than in others. Ambition makes a
man want to rise in the world. We live in a society with class
strata. and the tendency for a person with ambition is to rise
ancl to move from class to class. But then when he is moving
to a new position. and so is moving up socially, he is very
concerned that in the new situation where he finds himself he
must not drop his h's. he must not use the wrong kind of
grammar. he must be very careful that he seems, and is seen,
to belong to the new group. Now the great danger is, if he is a
Christian, that he may be so concerned to be accepted by the
group to which he belongs that he may be prepared to muffle
his witness or compromise his position, or adopt patterns of
conduct which should be foreign to the Christian, simply
because he does not want to he the odd one out, he does not
want to appear peculiar. -

There are many pressures upon the Christian to make him
conform to the ways of the world. Sometimes for a young
Christian those pressures can come from his own family circle.
T am speaking now of the situation where a young person is
hrought to the Lord but belongs to a family where there is no
other Christian. Indeed, the family circle may have little time
whatsoever for the gospel or for the things of God, so that he
can find that the pressures at home are at times very severe.
The family does certain things, the family has certain stan
dards, the family has little regard [or the Word of God. for the
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Lord's Day or for worship, and he finds it desperately hard to
be all alone in his own family and in his own home. There is
a constant pressure to conform, and the Christian needs to
learn that we must obey God rather than men. This does not
mean to say that he becomes brusque and rude in his own
home. It does not mean to say that he adopts a Pharisaic
attitude in which he looks down upon his parents. He must
remember that he is called as a Christian to honour his father
and mother. Even if they are utterly opposed to his gospel, he
is still called to honour them. If he is to obey God rather than
men in a situation where pressures are being exerted, it will
require much tact, much humility, much grace, much gentle
ness. but still nonetheless there must be a firm resoluteness to
put the things of God in the first place.

There are pressures in the community to which we belong.
Young people are certainly finding these pr~ssures very severe
in these days. We live in what has come to be known as the
permissive society which is really-let's be quite blunt about
it-a highfaluting way of saying the immoral society. Permis
sion to do what? Permission to abandon chastity, to put to
one side the demands of the moral law of God and to live at
a sub-human level controlled by instinct, more controlled even
than an animal, because it has some measure of restraint.
Well. the pressures build up, from magazines, from radio,
from television. I saw in last night's paper that television
screens in Northern Ireland are going to carry something from
'0 Calcutta', and so the pressures keep on building up. Jf you
are in school or college, or if you are out in a place of business.
out amongst workmates, well, you know of the pressure to
conform, to laugh at the kind of jokes which are told, to adopt
the standards of men and women around you. But the constant
attitude of the Christian must be-Whatever they think of me.
1 must obey God rather than men. They may dismiss you as
a ridiculous out-oF-date prude, they may dismiss chastity as a
huge joke, they may dismiss your whofe attitude as so absurd
as to merit only scorn; but the Christian is called, in face of
scorn and contempt and ostracism and, at times, of intense
loneliness, he is called nonetheless to keep his standards high,
to obey God, to put Christ and His will and His Word in the
first place.

But the pressure to conform is not only felt out in the world.
but sometimes within the churches. Tradition is by no means
the prerequisite of the church of Rome. Traditions prevail in
all the churches and there is a great danger of being governed
by what has been done in the past. But one of the great
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slogans of the Reformation and one which we need to keep
constantly before us is-the church always in need of reforma
tion. The church needs constantly to be brought under the
Word of God. We are not to be subject to the bondage of
tradition, be it catholic or protestant tradition. Tradition is
always to be subject to the Word of God. We must obey God's
Word. The pressure churchwise today is coming from further
afield than the local situation. We live in the ecumenical age,
the age in which all the talk is about church reunion and
bringing denominations together, engaging in dialogue, and so
on; and if you do not conform to this you become the odd man
out. If your church does not follow the general pattern, well,
you are looked on as isolationists, separatists and so on-they
will always find epithets to bandy around in order to show their
scorn for your position. In face of the increasing ecumenical
pressure-and it may well become increasingly strong in the
years ahead-we shall be called on increasingly to accept a
pattern of ecclesiastical conformity. But, I say, we must obey
God rather than men. It matters not what men may say or
what any ecclesiastical leader may declare. If it is not accord
ing to the Word of God, I care not who he is or what his posi
tion or how great his erudition and learning, if he does not
speak according to the Scriptures. Our primary responsibility
as individual Christians, as a church, as a company of God's
people, is to listen to God's Word.

This obedience is not easy. Any young Christian who has
stood in isolation among unbelieving friends will know how
hard it is. Any man who has been the only Christian on the
shop floor, with a lot of ungodly and sometimes very profane
workmates, will know how intensely difficult it is to stand for
Christ. We do not, of course. in this country, face physical
persecution. We are not going to be thrown into prison because
of our stand for the gospel. But persecution can be nonetheless
painful even although it is not physical. The mental pressure,
the scorn, the disdainful smile, the way you are dismissed as if
you belong to a forgotten age-all these are very painful. But
let the persecution be what it will, let the pressures be as intense
as they may be, our call as Christians is to be concerned
supremely with the will of God.

Who is this God? He is the unchanging One. He is the One
whose Word abides. The God who spoke to Moses and to
Isaiah and to Paul is our God. The God who sustained Hudson
Taylor and Livingstone and the great missionary leaders is our
God. He does not alter like men. Men's fashions come and go
and their opinions alter. Men have their brief day of glory and
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then they are gone. We have seen the tragedy in this past week
of a young pop star tragically taken away; for a brief moment
of glory he had the attention of young people across the world,
but his life is gone, just a brief moment and then forgotten.
But God is not like this. God does not suddenly come like a
flaming comet into the heavens and then disappear in the dark
ness. God remains always the same and His Word abides. for
it is the unchanging Word of God. He is the the faithful God.
God is no man's debtor. 'Them that honour me.' says God,
'1 will honour.' When you are very much on your own, when
you feel the pressures very severe, when they seem to be com
pelling you to confonn, realise that God is not in your debt.
God is graciously giving you an opportunity to learn lessons as
you seek b His grace to endure in face of opposition. This is
the God who delights to meet His people when they are being
tested. not only to strengthen them for the test, but to draw
them very close to Himself..

He is the eternal God. He is the God whom, one day. you
and 1 are going to face. Paul speaks in I Corinthians 3 of the
possibility of facing Him and being saved but 'so as by fire'
-so shoddy and so paltry has been the contribution that a man
has made in Christian service that it just does not stand that
testing day. There is, however, another picture. one drawn hy
the Lord Jesus. It is of the servant reaching the Master's house
and hearing a word of commendation, 'Well done, good and
faithful servant, you have been faithful over a few things, 1 will
make you ruler over many things: enter into the joy of your
Lord.' I want, in that day. when I meet my Lord face to face,
to be unashamed, and so when T think of His verdict and
approvaL what do the opinions of men count for? May the
Lord deliver us from this bondage which we see on every hand.
May the Lord deliver us from this slavery to which so many
Christians even are subject, this bondage to human opinion, to
men's fashions, to prevailing trends. May the Lord enable us
so to lift our eyes to see Him, the One who was prepared to
face all that men would say and do and to go to the Cross.
May the Lord enable us to set everything in the perspective of
eternity and so to live, and if need be so to suffer, that this will
be our prevailing conviction, whatever men say and whatever
attitudes they adopt-We who have been made by this
sovereign God. we who have been redeemed by the blood of
Christ, we who are indwelt by the Spirit of God, we who are
pressing on towards heaven, we ought to obey God, and God
supremely rather than men, and to His Name be the glory.
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What is an
Evangelical?

S. M. HOUGHTON

The tem1 has a variety of historical usages, some of which
are associated with the national divisions of mankind. For
example, in Germany and Switzerland the term 'Evangelical'
was used for long periods to describe the Lutheran group of
churches as contrasted with Calvinist or Reformed churches.
In England the term has, in certain quarters, been regarded as
the monopoly of Christians in the Church of England who
have stressed the necessity for personal conversion and the
doctrine of salvation by grace through faith without works, but
who have at the same time stressed the obligation upon the
believer to 'walk in good works' as the evidence to all men of
the truth of his profession. As such, the term appears to date
from the eighteenth century.

In more recent times the expression 'Liberal Evangelicals'
has come into use to describe the type of person who claims to
believe in the ancient 'evangel' (Gospel) but whose views on
such matters as the inspiration of Scripture are much looser
than those formerly held by believers. The 'Liberal' tends to
keep abreast of modern ideas, scientific theories, and 'new
thought' in general, and to regard the Gospel as something
sufficiently fluid to adapt its form and even its content to the
changes which time brings to all things 'under the sun'.

Can we any longer use the term 'Evangelical', therefore,
delightful in itself as the word really is? If we insist on doing
so (and it is certainly much to be regretted that the expression
should drop out of use), it is essential tbat what it signifies to
us, in our use of it, should be made crystal-clear.

Jn the first place, 'Evangelical' to us signifies the acceptance,
whole-heartedly and without equivocation, of the inspiration,
integrity and authority of the Bible (both Old and New Testa
ments) as the Word of God. To that authority we submit our
minds, our hearts, and our consciences. We have not the
liberty to tell others that this represents merely a lip homage,
whereas in our heart of hearts we are not prepared to stand to
it. We claim, and we are willing to stake our all upon the
claim-our lives, our hopes, our present, our future, our
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'sacred honour'-that the Bible, our Bible, our forefathers'
Bible, is the true word of the Most High, valid, wholesome,
and pure. 'Thy word is very pure; therefore thy servant loveth
it' (Psalm 119 : 140).

In the second place, 'Evangelical' signifies to us the accept
ance of that body of doctrine which includes such essentials as
the Trinity, the Deity of Christ, the fall of man (historic and
real), the Atonement, and Regeneration by the work of the
Holy Spirit. It includes the belief that salvation is not brought
about by the supposed efficacy of sacraments administered by
a priestly hand, but by the sheer grace of God through faith,
'and that not of ourselves but as the gift of God, not of works
lest any man should boast' (Ephesians 2 : 8-9).

Thirdly, the true Evangelical sincerely and consistently seeks
to live the life which is well-pleasing to God. His trust is not
in his own works where salvation is concerned ('not of works'
is an essentia I part of his evangel). But, following on salva tion,
the requirement of good works is imperative, negatively in the
avoidance of evil, positively in engaging in the good. God has
fore-ordained that 'we should walk in them' (Ephesians 2 : 10).
'Learn to maintain good works for necessary uses' is apostolic
exhortation (Titus 3 : 14).

To us, then. these three matters sum up the character and
standing of the true Evangelical. 'Evangelical' is not a term
which rightly carries denominational or ecclesiastical significa
tion, but it denotes the outlook and the uplook of the 'man in
Christ' who unfeignedly and by grace submits his mind and
heart to the verdict of the Word of God, and his entire life,
seen and unseen of men, to its saving discipline.

Indeed, we can believe and practise no other: so help us
God.

SOWING AND REAP. rG
This means to use every opportunity the Lord is pleased to

give you. Seek to redeem the time, for "you have but one life
here on earth. It is brief-very brief compared with eternity.
Therefore, make good use of it. Let us carefully see to it that,
when the reaping time comes, there will be something to reap
because we have been labouring. If there is no labour, if there
is a thoughtless walk without our crying to God mightily in
prayer, then let us not be surprised if at harvest time there is
no reaping. But as sure as there has been the crying mightily
to God, as there has been the sowing, as there has been the
laying out of ourselves for God, most assuredly we shall reap.

-GEORGE MULLER.
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The Arm of the Lord
P. J. BALDWIN

The Westminster Confession of Faith tells us that God is 'a
most pure spirit, invisible, without body parts or passions', I

nevertheless in infinite condescension to limited human under
standing He has revealed Himself in Scripture under many
characteristics of man. He depicts Himself as having eyes,2
ears,3 arms,4 and hands.5 This is technically known as
anthropomorphism. We should therefore be concerned to
know what manner of man is thus displayed to us and the
significance of these faculties.

Unfortunately the mental images of God that we have are
usually quite inadequate, Under the figure of the good shep
herd alone we think in terms of much Sunday School pictorial
literature of an effeminate being rather than the rugged charac
ters that the eastern shepherds undoubtedly were, David the
shepherd as a type of Christ slew a bear and a lion single
handed,6 The Light of the world, too, often appears in our
church parlours as painted by Holman Hunt, carrying a dim,
old-fashioned lantern instead of in the blaze of glory that our
best lighting devices have yet to match, He who came as the
express image of [God's] person? is spoken of as the Lion of
the tribe of Judah8, and the Psalmist speaks of God having
'laid strength upon One that is mighty'9 and for our present
purpose 'Thou hast a mighty arm: strong is thy hand, . .'10

In keeping with all of this, Scripture depicts God's providen
tialleading of His ancient people as having been performed by
His mighty arm, Isaiah tells us that He 'led them by the right
hand of Moses with His glorious arm'll and elsewhere He is
set forth as carrying them as a nursing'father. 12 But the figure
is particularly strong as presented by Pau113 that 'with a high
arm he brought them out of [Egypt)'; a figure which we might
represent by the modern traffic officer who with the full
authority of the law, holding his arm aloft, wades out into
dense traffic, effectively stopping both streams as he convoys
some pedestrian across,

The idea of God's arm and strength is accordingly not
unknown to His people, How many saints facing some dire
experience have recalled that 'the eternal God is thy refuge,
and underneath are the everlasting arms',14
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Regrettably, most of us often, and some believers entirely,
limit this concept of the arm of God to matters of His provi
dence in history and material things. They somehow fail to
see that it is in the realm of grace that it comes to fullest
expression with all that this can mean for His own. This is
strange, since most readers of Scripture understand as typical
God's deliverance of the Israelites from Egypt, His driving out
of the heathen from Canaan, His leading forth of His people
to the promised land. In all of this His arm is prominent.
stretched out as Aben Ezra saw it from Heaven to earth, in
type representing His deliverance of His people from sin and
transporting them to the promised land, i.e. to Heaven itself.
It is feared that some preachers even suppress the idea because
it impinges too much on the much-vaunted autonomy of man
in his salvation.

The 'Word of God is not bound',I~ however. and Scripture
will not be suppressed. In the well-known 'Comfort ye, com
fort ye .. .' passage of Isaiah16 rehearsed each year in Handel's
Messiah, we read in the tenth and eleventh verses, 'Behold, the
Lord God will come with a strong hand, and his arm shall rule
for him .. .' 'He shall feed his flock like a shepherd, He shall
gather the lambs with his arm.' Here the prophet is un
doubtedly foretelling the salvation that is to be accomplished
through Christ. He moves on in chapter 52 : 10 to say, 'The
Lord hath made bare his holy arm in the eyes of all nations;
and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God'.
but in 53 : I he challenges, 'Who hath believed our report and
to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed?' The great James
Durham, of Glasgow, in his seventy-two sermons on this last
chapter, refers to the Psalms, 'The right hand of the Lord hath
done valiantly'17 and 'His hand hath gotten him the victory', I!
and says 'we take the arm of God here in short to be the grace
of God exercising its power, in and by the Gospel, for the
converting of souls, and causing them to savingly believe'.
Durham raises the question as to how Isaiah, Paul, yea and our
Lord Jesus Christ Himself, should preach so powerfully and
yet so few should believe, and answers, 'It is because the power
of Christ is revealed but to few'. The doctrine that he deduces
is 'That in the work of conversion ... there is requisite and
necessary, beside the preaching of the Word, a distinct, inward,
peculiar, real, immediate, efficacious and powerful work of the
Spirit of the Lord on the hearts of as many helievers as are
converted by this GospeJ'.19

.However to take things in their proper order we must
remember, as suggested by the title of John Murray's book,2o
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redemption had to be accomplished in order that it could be
applied. David Dickson in his commentary on the 98th Psalm
points out that 'ft is by battle against the enemies of our
salvation that we are delivered; for Christ hath wrestled with
the guiltiness, demerit. and punishment of our sins; wrestled
with the curse of the law, with Satan, death and hell, and
whatsoever could hinder our redemption and salvation and
hath gotten unto Himself the victory to our advantage, "His
right hand and his holy arm hath gotten him the victory".'21
Hugh Martin, in 'The Atonement'.22 deals with Christ's active
obedience in His redemptive work on Calvary and depicts the
same truth in the words of the Psalmist, 'Gird thy sword upon
thy thigh, 0 most mighty. with thy glory and thy majesty, and
in thy majesty ride prosperously .. .'23 Thus he sees God
flashing forth that sword for victory. Here was His arm
eminently displayed.

Mary, foreseeing something of this, broke out into the
Magnificat, 'He hath showed strength with his arm'.24

Because God is Sovereign even to that last outpost of man's
vaunted autonomy, i.e. the will, He is able to work powerfully
and effectually upon the soul without violence to man's will.
He tells us in Hosea I I : 4 'I drew them with cords of a man,
with bands of love .. .' John Gill expounds this 'He draws
them' not with cords and bands as cattle are, but with such as
men are: in a rational and gentle way, in a kind, loving, tender.
humane ... fatherly way and manner ... by the invincible
power of His grace, sweetly working upon them .. .'25

There is a sobering thought also. Manton reminds us that
the 'arm is used in Scripture in both senses, to protect friends
ancl clestroy enemies'. 'Tt is a heavy arm of God to the wicked;
if they be not converted, they are judged. by the Word.'26

Away, then. with all that is so superficial in much present
day evangelism and its concomitant decisionism. God will not
give His glory to another, so let us begIn to preach and teach
the mighty work of God employing His powerful arm in our
redemption and regeneration. Then when spiritual crises come
and we implore Him, 'Lord. ] believe; help thou mine un
belief'27 we may reflect with full assurance that we have
believed Isaiah's report, the arm of the Lord has indeed been
revealed even to us.

NOTES

1. The Westminster Confession of Faith,' ch. 2. 1.
2. Psalm 94 : 9.
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7. Hebrews 1 : 3.
8. Revelation 5 : S.
9. Psalm 89 : 19.

10. Psalm 89 : 13.
11. Isaiah 63 : 12.
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13. Acts 13 : 17.
14. Deuteronomy 33 : 27.
IS. 2 Timothy 2 : 9.
16. Isaiah 40: 1.
17. Psalm 118: 15 (Geneva Bible).
18. Psalm 98 : 1.
19. Jas. Durham, Christ Crucified, 1761, p. 91.
20. John Murray, Redemption Accomplished and Applied.
21. David Dickson, Explication of the Psalms, The Banner of

Truth Trust, 1959, p. 186.
22. Hugh Martin, The Atonement, 1882, p. 86.
23. Psalm 45 : 3, 4.
24. Luke I : 51.
25. John Gill, An Exposition of the Bouks of the Prophets,

1810. VoJ. n, p. 434.
26. Thomas Manton, The Complete Works, 1871, Vol. Ill.

p.204.
27. Mark 9 : 24.

I came to the Lord Jesus Christ and trusted Him as my
Saviour when I was a boy at Charterhouse School. getting on
for fifty years ago. It came to me in this way. I felt the burden
of sin. Even boys can feel that, and I certainly did. A nd that
burden was a very grievous burden to me.

One Sunday evening I suddenly realised that He had died to
put away my sins and blotted them out; and I have not been
able to doubt from that day to this that that was a real and
final transaction ,and that all my sins-even those which I have
committed since, and they have been many-have all been put
away once and for all. I could not doubt that, because it
depends on what He did, and not upon what I have done.

, would not dream of facing life in the army, or out of it,
without Christ. I do not know how people can go on trying to
live without Him, especially in these troubled and anxious days
in which we live. -GENERAL SIR WILLIAM DoBIE.
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Doctrinal Definitions
PAUL TUCKER

ASSURANCE
(I John 5 : 6)

Turn to Isaiah 32: 17. The man who is justified and
accounted righteous in the sight of God, who is adopted and
who has been placed legally in the position of a son in the
family of God, can know without any doubt that he really does
belong to God. See 1 John 2 : 13, 3 : 14, 5 : 20; 2 Timothy
I : 12; 2 Corinthians 5 : 1.

The Roman Catholic Church frowns upon the doctrine of
assurance. This Church goes so far as to say that apart from
rare instances when God has given to a saint a direct revelation
that he is safe, generally speaking it is utterly impossible for
anyone to say that he knows that he is saved. The Roman
Church has this phenomenal hold upon the minds and con
sciences of the people because they are kept in a state of
uncertainty about their ultimate safety.

Yet when we turn away from that ecclesiastical teaching and
come to the Bible, we find that the Bible teaches exactly the
opposite. The Bible teaches that a person can be sure here and
now that he is saved and that he is saved for ever. The word
'assurance' comes some six times in the Bible, the first occur·
rence is in Isaiah 32 : 17. See Acts 17 : 31; Colossians 2 : 2;
I Thessalonians 1 : 5; Hebrews 6: 11 and 10: 22. Whether
you take the Hebrew word in Isaiah or the Greek word in the
New Testament references, in both cases the words mean the
same, namely 'full confidence, full conviction, unquestionable
certainty' .

Now a definition of assurance from .Dr. Scofield's Corres
pondence Course: 'Assurance is the believer's full conviction
that he is in the present possession of salvation, in which he
will be eternally kept, and this assurance is a result or effect of
the believer's perfect righteousness in Christ Jesus.' I want us
to notice several things.

1. There is a distinction between faith and assurance, or
between possessing eternal life and knowing beyond doubt that
you possess eternal life. A man may come into a vast estate,
he may inherit a fortune, and yet for some time he may not be
fully acquainted with the fact. Yet he possesses it, he has title



to it though at the time he does not know it. The Word of God
does draw a distinction between saving faith and full assurance
of faith. We cannot be saved without faith; but we can be
saved and for some reason or other lack assurance. John's
Gospel was written in order that people might, through reading
it, come to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ that they might be
saved, but his first letter was written to people who already
believed on the Lord Jesus in order that they might have
assurance. Turn to John 20: 30-31 and to I John 5: 13.

I mention this because I do not think we have Scripture for
teaching that if a man does not know he is saved then auto
matically he is not saved. I have heard that said. We cannot
put the workings of the Holy Spirit into a logical formula, we
cannot make the Spirit of God work in the way that we think
He ought to work. Sometimes a work of grace has been
wrought within a heart. but somehow the person does not ha ve
tl)is full assurance of faith. This may be because of unsound
teaching; perhaps they have never been clearly instructed.
Sometimes it is the result of a peculiar mental constitution.
There are some people who are very timid constitutionally,
who simply annot bear any kind of responsibility. They do
not like arriving at any clear-cut conclusion, and so when you
talk to them and ask if they are trusting in the Lord Jesus,
sometimes they do not give a very positive and clear answer.
Now we must not thereby imagine that they are necessarily
unconverted. It may be temperament. They may need helping.
Then some other people give disproportionate attention to their
own sinfulness. they look within at their heart and they say
that a child of God would never have these impure thoughts
and unholy desires. The devil knows how to use the whip and
he lashes some souls with that kind of suggestion. It is a good
thing to examine ourselves and look within, but we should
always examine ourselves in the light of our justification by
faith.

Now, accepting that absolute, taking my stand upon justifi
cation by faith through grace alone, I can begin to examine
myself, and however fearful I am of the outcome of the
examination, I can come back again and say, 'Jesus. Thy blood
and righteousness my beauty are, my glorious dress'.

n. We should distinguish between assurance and presump
tion. Some people feel that it is presumption to say that they
are saved. I think that is one of the arguments of the Roman
Catholic Church. A definition of presumption is 'an exercise
of confidence without sufficient ground or authority'. When
we come to this matter of our salvation, what is the ground of
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our authority for saying that we are saved? The ground of our
authority is the highest authority possible, it is God's Word.
]f God in His Word tells a man that he is converted, it is not
presumption for that man to say he is saved. It is presumption
for that man to doubt God's Word, because if we do not
believe the witness of God we make Him a liar.

Ill. Assurance is necessary to joy. You can have salvation
without joy, but you cannot really have assurance without joy.
Notice how John puts it at the beginning of his first letter,
verses 1-4. Of all these great certainties about the faith he
wants these believers to be assured, because by being assured
of them they will be filled with joy.

IV. Assurance is a source of spiritual energy. The spiritual
life has conditions the same as the physical life. You can have
a physical life but it can be very weak, it can be under par, you
can fall prey to all sorts of germs because you are beneath the
proper standard physically, and this is exactly the same in the
realm of the spiritual life. And the man who has not got
assurance is under par because assurance is spiritual energy.
What was it that sent these great apostles out to evangelise and
10 turn the world upside down? If they had been halting in
their belief, if they had been uncertain of their own testimony,
would they have made any impact upon the pagan society in
which they witnessed? Of course not! Would they have died
for their faith if they were not even sure that they were saved?
The thing that gave them passion and energy was this assur
ance beyond any doubt at all that they belonged to the Lord
.Jesus Christ and that the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ is
the most precious thing a man or woman can experience or
enjoy. What does doubt accomplish? What does it accomplish
in the Churches where you have a man who does not really
know whether he believes the Bible or not? What authority is
there in the preaching? Does it capture the imagination of the
man in the street? The thing that gives spiritual drive and
energy is this assurance and knowledge that we really do know
Whom we have believed and that we have every confidence in
His exceeding great and precious promises.

V. Assurance is not a matter of superior attainment. I think
there are some people who get the idea that you gain assurance
as you go on in the Christian life. But that is not the teaching
of the Scriptures. I find here that the apostle John addresses
all sorts of people. He speaks to fathers, those mature in the
faith, see chapter 2 : 13; to young men, those young and virile
in their Christian experience; then little children, so that his
letter is to the entire Church fellowship. Even those who are
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young in the faith can know the Father, and can know their
filial relationship to God, and they can have assurance that
they are in the family of God. Some have been Christians for
quite a long time and yet they have not the full assurance of
faith, whereas there are others who are babes in Christ and
almost from the moment of their conversion they have rejoiced
in their new-found Saviour and they know they have eternal
life.

There are things that belong to spiritual attainment, a know.
ledge of the Word, power over sin, growth in grace, but assur
ance is not related to spiritual attainment. You can have
assurance when you believe. On the other hand, it may be for
some reason or other you have been a ChristiaLl for some time
and you have not got the full assurance of faith.

VI. What is the ground of the believer's assurance? In
many ways this verse in Isaiah is a perfect summary of assur
ance, 32 : 17. Righteousness produces peace, peace of heart,
peace with God. 'The work of righteousness shall be peace',
and that is the immediate fruit of our justification. The
righteousness of the Lord Jesus is reckoned to our account and
the work of righteousness produces peace as in Romans 5 : I.
What does this imputed .righteousness produce in the believer
of a mature emphasis? '... Quietness and assurance for ever',
a settled confidence in the soul of the believer that his accept·
ance before God is grounded on the righteousness of the Lord
Jesus Christ. If you look within yourself for assurance you
will not find it; you must look away from yourself to the Lord
Jesus Christ.

The first ground of the believer's assurance is Christ's work
for him. Our assurance is not based on our sanctification. It
is not because I am growing in grace that I can have assurance.
Sanctification may and should increase my assurance, but if I
base it upon my sanctification I am bringing in the element of
works, because sanctification includes a measure of co-opera·
tion with the Holy Spirit, a measure'of self·effort. Assurance
is based on what the Lord Jesus Christ has done for me and
what God has reckoned to me in Christ, even His righteou5
ness. All my confidence and assurance is in the person and
work of our Lord Jesus Christ.

2. The second basis of assurance is God's Word to me. God
is in covenant with His people, He has pledged Himself to His
people and will never go back on His promises. See 1 John
5 : 9·12. Here is God bringing to us a Divine assurance and
revelation. He says that those who believe on the Son of God
have everlasting life. Here is the great record. Do I really
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believe on the Lord Jesus, am I trusting in Him, am I resting
upon the merits of His accomplished redemption? If the
answer is humbly, rejoicingly, yes I am, well, then God's Word
to me is that I have everlasting life.

3. The third ground of assurance is the Holy Spirit's witness
in us. Christ's work for us, God's word to us, the Holy Spirit's
witness in us. Romans 5: 5; 8: 16; 1 John 5 : 10. Here is a
threefold cord that cannot be broken. Here is each member of
the blessed Trinity engaged in bringing us full assurance of
faith. The person of our Lord Jesus, His work for us, the
person of God the Father, His Word to us, and the person of
God the Holy Spirit, His witness within us. God's Spirit bears
witness in our innermost consciousness that we are the children
of God.

The only hand fa receive Christ and His merits (the perfecf
medicine of man's misery) is true faith, which, for the worthy
elJect it hath is called justifying faith; which is nothing else but
a sound belief in the promises of life, that poor sinners coming
fa Christ (that is, believing in Him), He will ease them wld
free them from all misery, both here in this world in part, and
in the world to come in full perfection; and restore them to all
true comfort here and for ever.-RICHARD ROGERS.

If thou hast not the blood of Christ at the root of thy
profession it will wither and prove but painted pageantry to go
to hell in.-THOMAS WILCOCKS.

Chri.~t stands by His people in all their sulJerings. The angel
stood by Christ in His agony to comfort Him; but Christ stands
by us in our agony, and if He is nearer to us at Wly time, 'tis
when trouble is most near us; and that trouble is indeed
blessed that engages God to be nearer to us and that engages
us to come nearer to God.-ELIAS PLEDGER.

The design of all God's afflictions is not for destruction but
to try His people-it shall not be as wood in the fire to be
consumed but as gold in the fire to be tried.-ELIAS PLEDGER.
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Russian
Reminiscences

PRINCESS SOPHIE LIEVEN

This is 11 continuation uf a series drawn froni 11

record of Evangelical Iwrk in pre-revolutionary
Russia. 1/ lVUS truns/l1ted into English by the
author but remained unpublished for many

years.

OUR BRETHREN

On the Viborgskaya. situated on the other bank of the' eva,
a young Ba ptist then on military service in St. Petersburg used
often to speak at the meetings held in the Paschkoff house. He
had a lovely voice. and his singing, as well as what he said and
how he said it. impressed many, and especially the young.
Years later, after he had passed through many a trial, J heard
him speak on 2 Corinthians 4 : 1, 'Seeing we have this ministry.
as we have received mercy. we faint not'. He put special stress
on the word 'this'. He reminded us that proclaiming the good
news and witnessing for Christ was such a marvellous thing
that we ought to throw aside every thought of 'fainting'. or, as
the Russian translation has it. 'downheartedness'. and ought
to rejoice over the wonderful call to His service. These words
of his have remained for ever in my memory.

Still later. after terrible changes had come over our country.
1 met this same brother in Moscow. Deprived of all he
possessed. he had come to meet his Christian friends. His
happy face made it difficult to believe that he had become so
poor that to come to the city he had had to borrow a suit
of clothes and shoes from a friend in the village. He spoke of
the bliss of possessing nothing and yet possessing all things in
Christ. and his expression proved that his words were sincere.

'Another splendid character was our dvornik (yard-man).
brother R. Every morning at 8.30 we used to gather for
prayers. Those among our servants who were believers used to
come for this half·hour whenever they could. We read a chap
ter from the Bible in turn, and then thoughts and questions
would be freely expressed. Our dvornik generally had some
thing to contribute.
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In time the little shop selling clothes and linen was trans
ferred to our house, Morskaya 43; it was on the ground floor
and had a separate entrance. One morning brother R told us
how he had talked to a servant of a lady-in-waiting to a Grand
Duchess. This lady was buying clothes for Christmas presents
for some orphanage or other, and her servant, in resplendent
livery, stood outside waiting for her under our porch. This
grand personage asked our dvornik R whether the house
belonged to the Paschkovites. as he had heard. 'No,' replied
R, 'this house belongs to her Highness, Princess Lieven.' 'But
she is a Paschkovite, isn't she?' , 0,' persisted brother R once
more, '1 know she is a Christian and that is all.' 'But what
does that mean?' asked the inquisitive man in livery, 'We are
all of us Christians.' Here was the desired opportunity to
speak about Christ and the need of salvation.

After a good straightforward talk. the question was put to
the attentive listener whether he, who considered himself a
Christian. really knew what that meant. He was asked whether
he really Jived a Christian life, had peace with God and
believed the words of Christ Himself, 'God so loved the world
that He gave His only begotten Son that whosoever believeth
in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life'. The smart
servant stood there listening to every word with tears running
down his face. He gratefully accepted a New Testament from
the dvornik missionary, and drove off on the box of the court
carriage with opinions differing from those he had held on
arrival. And maybe the lady-in-waiting herself had a similar
experience inside that little shop.

Another morning we heard about the wife of a highly placed
general of the Imperial Army, to whom R had been sent with
a parcel from my mother. This lady, too, was touched to tears
by the witness of R, who, as we found out. had had a long talk
with her on spiritual matters. I remember how he used to tell
of his experiences. He would say, 'The Lord permitted me to
testify so wonderfully for Him'. This 'wonderfully' did not
sound like pride or self-satisfaction, it was simply the expres
sion of great joy and gratitude at having had the opportunity
to witness for Christ.

Many years later, when our house had been sold to the
Italian Embassy, R remained in the house and thus became
dvornik to the Italians. He often sighed when speaking of the
moral standard of the young employees. I hear him saying
sadly, with a deprecating wave of the hand, 'Oh, thi~

diplomacy'.
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When a new Ambassador was expected, and the one under
whom R had served for several years was leaving for Italy, it
was the dvornik's business to look after the tickets and the
luggage, and it so happened that R was at the station to see
the ambassador off. Their farewell, judging by the conversa·
tion, seems to have been of the friendliest. It is impossible to
say how the ambassador was able to understand dear R, who
mixed Italian and French words, appallingly pronounced.
Nevertheless, they succeeded in having an earnest conversation
on spiritual matters. about Jesus Christ and eternity, and they
were so taken up with this conversation that they missed the
moment of departure. and R found himself carried off in this
long-distance train en route for Italy. Only late that night
could he return to St. Petersburg with the inward satisfaction
of having sown a seed in the heart of the ambassador, for
whom he would be sure to continue praying.

fOW for a tale of trials and endurance. I take it from a
book by J. B. Kargel written in German.* The author of this
hook accompanied Dr. Baedecker on one of his missionary
tours and was at that particular moment in Krasnoyarsk, the
capital of the Yenissey government. Now Tgive Mr. Kargel's
description as it stands.

Some years ago a servant of Colonel Paschkoff. named
Kirpichnikoff. in the Nisjny-Novgorod government was
arrested for his religious views and was sent to the Minussinsk
district of the Yenissey government of Siberia. He continued
in Christian fellowship with the brethren in St. Petersburg by
correspondence. Added to what we could gather from his
letters. Colonel Paschkoff received a most encouraging testi
monia I about him from Siberia.

A converted Jew had come to them and in their meeting had
given a clear witness concerning Jesus Christ and His saving
grace. They saw that he could be trusted and that he really
was a child of God. Replying to their question as to how he
had been converted, he told the following: 'About a year ago
I was travelling from the east towards western Siberia. Some
where near the cart track (this goes for a main road in Siberia)
J saw a large company of prisoners resting on the ground. Thad
never come across a column of prisoners on their way into exile
and felt interested. They were resting and could therefore
move freely. A little way off a group of them sat around a man
who was talking to them. I drew nearer, but he did not let that
disturb him, and went on telling them how the word of God

* Zwischen den Enden der Erde, by J. B. Kargel, p. 66.
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had touched his heart, how it had opened his eyes concerning
his sinfulness and his lost condition. Now this gave him no
rest either by day or by night. It drove him to God and he
called for forgiveness, and God forgave him as He had forgiven
David. Now he could not keep silence and witnessed to others
of this grace, and because of this he was exiled to Siberia. Yet
in spite of this he was overwhelmingly happy. for he had found
all in Christ.

'r listened.' went on the Jew, 'and watched the man. Every
word he said impressed me as being true, and joy and happi
ness shone out of his eyes. A man in chains, exiled to such
wild regions. and yet happy and looking into the future with
assurance; God alone could achieve this, that was clear to me.
lt made me reflect upon my own sinful life, sent me to prayer.
and finally brought me to Christ anel in Him to the peace of
Gael.'

Colonel Paschkoff, on hearing this, wrote to ask who this
prisoner was, and was tolel. in reply, that it had been Kirpich
nikov. Colonel Paschkoff laid it as a special burden upon my
heart that, if we should pass through Krassnoyarsk r was to
make an effort to locate Kirpichnikov and to find out about his
circumstances, his needs, and about his and h!s family's
spiritual life, and then send him a record of all this. As
Kirpichnikov had no Christian fellowship in Siberia, my visit
would bring him and his wife great encouragement and
blessing.

Dr. Baedecker did not want to remain behind, but on arrival.
finding that Mr. Davidson, the Bible Society's representative
had not yet arrived with the books, and the steamer for
Minoussinsk leaving on the Wednesday, he decided to stay and
wait. He also hoped to visit some prisons during my absence.
Everything seemed to fit in well. My steamer was to stop at
Minoussinsk for a whole day, givirrg me time to find brother
Kirpichnikov and to spend a short while with him. If neces
sary. he might even accompany me on the boat back to
Krassnoyarsk.

Here J. B. Kargel describes the beauty of this journey along
the mighty river Yenissey, and then takes up the story. So far
everything went smoothly. but our steamer was thirteen hours
late arriving at Minoussinsk. I could hardly believe my ears •
when 1 was told that in spite of this it would start at the
appointed time the following morning. Thus I had but eleven
hours at my disposal, and it would soon be getting dark.
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Kirpichnikov's address as given to me was Sredny Soosh,
near Minoussinsk. To my question as to how far this village
was, the reply was fifty versts (about thirty-five miles). Further.
I discovered that no postal road led to the village, thus exclud
ing any possibility of hiring post horses; therefore the only way
left was to hire a cart and make for my destination. One thing
was clear: there was no chance of returning on the same boat.
I just left the question open and went about my business.
I soon found a man with a pair of good horses willing to take
me to Sredny Soosh.

Now follows a most interesting description of this drive and
of the conversation with a nineteen-year-old coachman.
Grigory. With much patience and wisdom Mr. Kargel turned
the conversation to spiritual matters. Quite ignorant, and very
indifferent at first, the young man became interested in the
subject, then fell silent. Soon anguish took hold of him with
such power that it was clear to him that it could be nothing but
the Lord knocking at his heart. When Brother Kargel agreed
with him that this was so, and encouraged him to trust the
Lord. he suddenly cried out, 'Yes, oh yes, it is the Lord Jesus
Christ!' Here Mr. Kargel goes on: 'About three o'clock in the
morning we saw our goal in the distance', and after some
details the story goes on, 'One hour more and we were
approaching the big village but saw not a single soul to ask
about Kirpichnikov. The horses slowed down until at last we
reached the main street and saw an old man walking in our
direction. When I asked him whether he could direct me to a
man called Kirpichnikov he replied that as far as he knew no
person of this name lived in the village. Thereupon I told him
of K's trials and that he had been exiled to this place for his
faith, and that his letters had been sent to this village and
always reached him.

'The old man stood and thought for a long time, and then
suddenly a light seemed to dawn. "That-might be," said he.
"the man who wanted to teach the children here. The villagers
were willing and elected him, but the priest was so set against
him that he did all he could to send him away. I never heard
his surname, we always used to call him by his Christian and
father's name." Oh. how happy I was in spite of the bad ne\ s
the old man gave me, at last to have found some trace of the
brother I was looking for.

, "Please," said 1. "do tell me where this man whom the
priest persecuted is now, if he is not in this village." "No,"
was the reply, "he could not stay here any longer and went over
to Verhny Soosh; there live Tunguse (a Siberian tribe) and I
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have heard that they have elected him as teacher for their
children." "How far is it from here to V.S.?" was my next
question. "Forty versts (twenty-seven miles)," said the old
man.'

Here 1 pass over some details, only to mention that Mr.
Kargel decided to continue his search. Not wishing to break
his promise to Grigory's father, he wanted to send the young
fellow back alone. Then something happened that Mr. Kargel
could never forget. Grigory threw him a look full of deep
sorrow and said: 'Sir, you cannot leave me, and 1 cannot go
from you'. As he could find no one else willing to drive him
to Verhny Soosh, Grigory's desire was fulfilled. After the
horses had rested, off he drove with his new friend and spiritual
guide.

One more wonderful thing happened. The old farmer with
whom they had talked had invited them both to his house
while the horses were being rested; he was much impressed by
the conversation to which he had listened. He was an Estonian
and had heard the Word of God in his youth, he knew what
was right and what was wrong, but had not followed that
which was right. Broken. with tears running down his cheeks.
he openly confessed everything before God and men, and when
the rescuing hand of the Saviour was offered him in simple
words of testimony, he took hold of it. He prayed in his
mother tongue, called to God for mercy, peace and salvation.
and received that same hour both forgiveness and peace. After
four hours of rest they continued on their journey and reached
their destination at 5 p.m.

Mr. Kargel continues his narrative-Grigory had some good
friends here. He stopped at their door that 1 might enquire for
the whereabouts of Kirpichnikov. These good people-they
were of the Tungus tribe-grew quite excited on hearing me
mention him. Their praises found no end. But who could
describe my disappointment when they told me that he was no
longer there but lived in the town of Minoussinsk. 'Oh, Lord:
was my inward cry, 'why should I have to drive in vain these
ninety versts, and as far back again, when I could have met my
brother on the evening of my arrival at Minoussinsk?' 'My
thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my
ways,' was the inward answer I received. 'For as the heavens
are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your
ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts' (Isaiah 55 : 8, 9).

[t became clear to me that this long drive to the very foot of
the Altai mountains was intended for the salvation of the two
souls I had 'met. How unsearchable are His ways! -there
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followed the farewell from Grigory and the way back to
Minoussinsk by a different road.

] arrived in Minoussinsk on Saturday, July 5th. about 10
a.m., the book continues. My driver knew the place where
Kirpichnikov lived and drove me straight to his door. To my
great disappointment, he was not at home but about sixty-five
miles away. Only his wife and two children were at home.
Although we had never met before, this sister was ever so
happy about my visit. Since they had been so suddenly torn
away from all Christian fellowship four years earlier, they had
not seen a single Christian friend. Wherever they had gone,
they had not been allowed to stay. They encountered hatred,
were persecuted. and exposed to all kinds of adversities, added
to all this was the constant struggle for their daily bread. Only
the help they received from Colonel Paschkoff kept them
going. How sorry she was that her husband had gone such a
distance away just then. It was impossible for me to undertake
this long journey. There was nothing left but to leave Mr.
Paschkot!'s words of comfort and cheer with this sister, as well
as my own, and, above all, those of the Lord Himself, for the
brother who had passed through so many trials and was still
surrounded by them.

With many tears she told me how her husband had been
transported in chains from prison to prison in company with
the vilest criminals, and how, still in chains, he had walked all
the way from Tomsk, the same way by which we had come.
Among his fellow prisoners alone had he found full recogni
tion. Her own road, with her three little children, had also
been full of difficulties. In spite of the long distance. she had
had to pay the fare herself. They had been so badly treated in
Sredny Soosh that they were obliged to leave and had gone to
Verhny Soosh. There the salary was quite insufficient for the
family to live on. In summer, when the school was closed. the
husband received no pay. Being a skilled. carpenter, he hoped
to find work more easily in a town. He presented his petition
directly to the Chief of the Minoussinsk District. who ques
tioned him about his religious views and was quite kind to him.
He told him that he was very sorry not to be able to give him
the desired permit for a change of residence, because this did
not lie within his power. But, this high official added. he per
sonally had nothing against Kirpichnikov coming into the town
on his own responsibility. He would indeed have to take the
greatest precautions so that none of the high-ups would get to
know that he had changed his abode. •And these are the cir
cumstances in which we live here. But,' added sister K, 'in
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order to prevent the local officials discovering our presence, we
must keep to the old address at Sredny Soosh for all our letters.
The post office over here knows about it, and lets us have all
letters at this address.' Only now did it become clear to me
why it had taken so much seemingly unnecessary time and
trouble to find this brother's home. So far Mr. Kargel's book.

Many more brethren must have had similar experiences, but
we who lived in St .Petersburg heard little of what happened
inside our vast country, and I personally was too young at that
time to take an interest in such matters. As we grew older
things gradually changed for the better. I do remember how
intently we used to listen in later years when Dr. Baedecker or
brother Kargel would tell us about their experiences in the
Caucasus or in Siberia. Those exiles were indeed the salt of
the earth and the light of the world in our homeland.

(To be conlinued)

Believers in their poorest condilion, when Ihey have lost all.
are rich. The believer is rich for he hath God for his porliol!
-he is rich in his relations, in his possessiol/s, in his expecla
liol/s, in Ihe Ihings of this life; for he can live above them and
be content without them. He that is in Christ cannot be poor.

-ELIAS PLEDGER.

Failh dolh implanl and flnile 11.1' 10 Ihe Lord Jesus Christ so
Ihal 11'(' are becoll1(, sTJirilual'y rich 10 Ih(' ulmost degree of
happiness-we hope Ihe rich love of God which is slronl!l!I'
Ihan death itself and a rich covel/ant of grace shining in th~

promises as so many pearls. How rich are they who are rich
in God.-EuAS PLEDGER.

God will no1 wilhhold (Ulything Ihat is good, nor suffer
(lllylhing Ihal is evil 10 fall upon us, Ihal shall not lurn 10 good.

-ELIAS PLEDGER.
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The
Anti-Depressant God

2 Corinthians I : 8-10

J. A. MOTYER

'You're looking much better these days.' 'Yes. I'm taking
stronger anti-depressants.' The speaker was a Christian, but
the pat quality in his reply provoked the query (unspoken), 'Is
this the Christian remedy for depression?' This is not, of
course, to say that Christians never need to take drugs.
Depression itself, for example, can have a physical cause (e.g.,
gout, as in Spurgeon's case), or it may be rooted in positive
nervous or mental illness, and in all these cases it ought to
have treatment. drugs or otherwise.

But for most of us depression is the product of a very
different cause. What is it? Is it tiredness (cf., I Kings 19 : lff)?
Is it a sense of inadequacy?-how easily we can 'identify' with
the man who cried in despair 'A1I my life I have been attempt
ing things too much for me'. Is it anxiety, boredom, discon
tent, disappointment, being let down by friends. facing oPPO j.

tion, loneliness, failure, insecurity? The answer is, yes, it can
be any or all of these things, yet none of them individually
necessarily gives rise to depression. They are a1l alike bitter
experiences, but none by itself, nor in any combination with
others, necessarily causes depression-not even for a moment.
In other words, they may provide the occasion on which
depression assaults us, but they are not the cause.

The cause of depression is getting the facts wrong! Why
did a great king like Ahab turn his fac~ to the wall and refuse
to eat his food (I Kings 21 : 4)? Because he lost sight of every
thing except that he longed absorbingly for Naboth's vineyard
and it had been refused to him. This small selection of facts
became his whole world. That was what caused his depression.
Not just covetousness by itself, but the fact that in his coveting
he became blind to everything else. His wife, Jezebel, had tbe
answer: 'Do you now govern Israel?' (I Kings 21 : 7)-unfor
tunately she added other words besides, and made Ahab
pervert his kingly power to his own lawless ends. But the five
words quoted were indeed the answer to his depression, had
she cared to know it. 'Look, Ahab, what is a single vineyard
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compared with the wealth of your kingdom? What is a single
refusal compared with the willing devotion of thousands of
subjects?' The answer to depression is to open our eyes to the
wider and deeper circle of truths of which we have lost sight
while absorbed in our short-sighted melancholy!

Depression, then, arises when we are dominated by a small
selection of the facts, and the cure for depression is to drill
the mind to dwell on, hold fast to, believe and live by the true
facts. In the passage which stands as the title of this article,
Paul is teaching this very tbing. He knew what it was to be
overwhelmed (verses 8b-9a), but he had learned how to
triumph. In these verses he recalls both the moment and the
method of his deliverance. What brought him through from
the 'despair' at the end of verse 8 to the firmly set hope at the
end of verse to? There were four steps he had to learn to
take: 'that was to make us' (NEB, 'This was meant to teach
us'); God raises the dead; God will deliver us again; on Him
we have set our hope.

(I) Experience is purposefully controlled.

Many things make us see God's purposeful planning in our
lives. How many folk are still alive because God ordained that
a diseased appendix should be painful? He has laid permanent
guidelines for our instruction, and many of these are painful,
but Paul saw all his painful experiences as divine guidelines
for his eternal benefit. Here, concerning the experiences which
spoke the death-sentence to his heart, he said, 'This was meant'
-it did not happen by accident, but by design 'to teach us'-it
happened by a blessed design intended for his welfare.

(2) God is characteristically a life-giver: He is 'God who raises
the dead.'

Where would you look to discover what a person is really
like? 'If you want to know me, come and live with me.' The
true characteristics appear at home. What we do within the
family reveals the real person, for good or ill. Wihat God did
'within the family' shows what He really and truly is. What
did He do? He raised His Son from the dead. This is the most
typical, characteristic, central-call it what you will-act of
God in the Bible. This is God in His true colours! He gives
life to the dead. And when we feel the dead hand of depression
on us, God has never been nearer, for He is at hand to do His
characteristi'c work.
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(3) The faithful changelessness of God: 'He will deliver us
again.'

One of the most wonderful and comforting things about the
Bible is the steadiness of its picture of God. He is always doing
the same things: He went down to Egypt to rescue His people
(Exodus 3 : 7); but when they became involved in a wider
captivity, He was still the same (Jeremiah 16 : 14, 15); and
when the moment of redemption from sin came, Luke called
the death of Jesus 'His exodus which He would accomplish at
Jerusalem' (Luke 9: 31, Greek); and when Jesus comes again,
will it not be that the same God has again come down to
Egypt to redeem His people? Once a redeemer, always a
redeemer; once raising the dead, always raising the dead. He
doe6 not change.

(4) 'the anchorage of personal faith: 'On him we have set
our hope.'

John Paton. the missionary. was labouring to translate the
Bible but could find no local word for 'to believe in'. How
could the Bible be translated if there was no word to express
personal faith? One of his native friends rushed in: 'Oh, sir,
I am in such trouble! May I lean heavily on you?' What is
faith but to lean heavily upon God?

These four facts are the real facts about the Christian at
every moment of every day. These are our anti-depressants,

SITrING AND GOING

To sit at the Lerd's feet and hear His Word, is a great and
blessed privilege, but it does not sum up the whole of Christian
duty. We have nol only to receive, we have also to give.
Christ will have us go and tell. What He wants of us is testi
mony-a simple statement of what He has done for us.

-J. D. JONES.

When Satan chargeth sin upon the conscience, thell for Ihe
soul to charge it upon Christ, that is gospel-like: that is la
make Him Christ. He serves for that use. To accept Christ's
righteousness alone, His blood alone for salvation, that is the
sum of the gmpel.-THOMAS WILCOCKS.
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Seeft j,ifi6t tIie JUngdo.m
0./ (jo.d
V. EAVES

It is wonderful to embrace the truths that brought about the
Reformation, especially when one has been nurtured in one's
early life under general evangelical Arminian teaching. It is
also wonderful, in the light of these truths, to trace God's
precious dealings in those early days of ignorance and have
these truths even more impressed upon one's life. How great
is the Lord, our Saviour and King, and greatly to be praised.

However. the thing that troubles me is the amazing number
of people who profess to embrace these wonderful truths in the
mind but fail to have a practical outworking of the holiness of
the Lord in their daily lives at work and home. As a profes
sional person in business, ] am aware of many temptations and
pitfalls to which one is prone in working with the ungodly.
But what is far worse is to work with a professing Christian,
even a leader in a local church, and be ashamed to be linked
with them because their lives and actions are a denial of aB
that is upright.

If I deal with particular temptations I have had, it will not
be felt I am criticising another. However, we all have to
remember we are accountable for our ways, and when the
ungodly act more uprightly than those professing Christianity
then something is wrong. In an office I found there are several
particular challenges, some daily, some less frequently. Most
office workers have access to the firm's telephone and do not
have to account for the calls they make in the work routine. It
is. therefore, easy to make a personal ,call. This involves two
things: first, one must pay for them; the second, is it necessary
to make a call or is it just a time waster? For if it is a time
waster. I am guilty of stealing time from my employer. It is
not sufficient to say, 'Everyone else does it, so why not me?'

Another big thing one sees time and time again is the petty
pilfering of stationery, etc. I always remember a saying I heard
many years ago. 'To steal a pin or anything, it is a sin.' 'Oh,'
they say. 'it is only a pin, there are many more, no one will
know.' These are obvious temptations, and yet how many
fall into this way! A much worse thing is done under the guise
of Christianity. That of witnessing during working hours when
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we should be doing our job. How subtle is the enemy of our
souls in this respect. Admittedly, if one is asked to give
account of our faith, one should do so, but only briefly and
then a suggestion can be made of a get-together after work
with the one interested.

Another trouble 1 found in my business life. which is a con
tinual source of trouble and battle, is when the employer tells
you to inform someone he is not there just because he does not
wish to see him. We will all be faced with this sort of conflict
and 1 do admit I have fallen many times and it has been a real
troubling in my soul. Only the daily strength of Jesus is able
to help us here and the daily cleansing in the precious blood.

A further realm of trouble, especially relevant when one
comes into Reformed truths, is where to worship. Because
many cannot find a church where these truths are found. they
are forced to wander seeking a place. This is good in relation
to wanting only good sound doctrine, but not good to be
allowed permanently. as it can cause an isolationism and
instability bad for the soul. If, after a time, we have not found
others of like mind to meet with. we should seriously consider
moving to an area where there is a sound church. A Christian
is not an individual to please himself, but part of the church,
and ought to be with other believers, fitting in with a definite
sphere of service. It will mean possibly much searching of
heart and uprooting of homes, but for the sake of one's own
soul and that of one's family, it is our duty to seek to gather
with the church and not be content to wander. excusing one
self by saying, 'If the Lord cannot find us a place. it cannot be
His will for us to gather with believers', when the Word of God
clearly declares 'Forsake not the assembling of your elves
together'. Another aspect of the wandering Christian is that he
generally does not tithe his income, as he is not joined to the
local church and he is. therefore, the loser spiritually. as well
as the church.

A very big temptation today is to abuse the provisions of the
Welfare State! How can this be? The general attitude of
mankind is to do as little work as possible for the biggest
amount of money. Gone the pride of the job, the pulling
together to earn our keep. Why work if the State will pay us
more not to do so? This attitude is entirely contrary to the
Word of God which declares, 'If a man will not work, let him
not eat'. It has been said, and that by Christians, if others do
it. why not we? The answer to this is we are not of the stamp
of the world, we are His workmanship. we are transformed by
the renewing of our mind, and our actions and thoughts are
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not to be judged by what others do, but by the Word of God.
Man. natural man, is lazy and does not want to discipline his
life. but wants to please himself. On the contrary. a Christian,
a true Christian, pleases not himself. but seeks first the king
dom of God and His righteousness. and he finds all the things
he needs are added to him.

These things seem to be negative. and yet it is by our lives at
home and work that the Lord is either glorified or cursed. We
are His epistles. read of all men. The question is, what do men
and women read in us? Holiness, uprightness, trustworthiness.
or deceit. unreliability. hypocrisy? May the Lord grant His
people to walk the world in robes of His righteousness. not
spotted with the sins of this world, a people who shall be to
the praise of His Glory. So shall His kingdom be extended.

The worship of the new creation is based 011 the finished
IVork of our Messed Lord. In spirit we enter the immediate
presence of the Father in filiI consciousness of our sonship.
Worship is far fnore than prayer. or the enjoyment of the most
helpful ministry. It is the spirit's adoring occupation with God
Himself. /lot merely in gratitude for His gifts. but because at
what He is. It is this that the Father seeks. Worship is
lowered as we become occupied with the externals. even at
Christianity. It reaches its highest points as our spirits are
absorbed in contemplation of the matchless perfections at the
etern'll God. i/l the light of the Cross and the empty tomb.

-H. A. IRoNslDE.

Remember thy sins, Christ's pardoning.~; thy deserts. Christ's
merits; thy weakness. Christ's strength; thy pride. Christ's
humility; thy many infirmities. Christ's restorings; thy guilt.
Christ's new applications of His bloo(f; thy failings. Christ's
raising up; thy wants. Christ's [ulness; thy vileness. Christ's
righ1eousness.-THOMAS WILCOCKS.
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Dear David
Letter writing is one of the neglected arts. Yet how greatly

God has blessed and used this ministry in the past. The letter
which follows is the first of three which were sent by a
Christian service man to a friend-he had earlier heen used by
God in this friend's conversion.

In sharing this personal correspondence with us the recipient
of the letters gives his reasons: 'Apart from the value of the
instruction these letters contain, I would hope that they might
be an encouragement to other Christians to exercise their gifts
in correspondence with one another. How many Christian
friendships are broken by the neglect of letter writing or one
party not having the common courtesy to reply to letters.
Yet what spiritual benefits letters bring to us. How many
graces are brought into lively exercise by having to minister a
word of instruction, reproof, counsel or comfort to a fellow
pilgrim. In many ways also we are more on our guard with
our pens than with our tongue and not so prone to mar our
fellowship by idle gossip and worldly chatter.'

The letters are somewhat shortened because of the omission
of personal details.

Dear David,-I was very pleased to read in your recent
letter that you have been exercised about prayer. During the
past two weeks the Holy Spirit has been making me examine
myself on this very matter and face up to the shallowness of my
own life in communion with God. I find three major difficul
ties in prayer:

I. The difficulty of realising the presence of God and getting
started. This is, I feel, best overcome by Ca) trying to realise
the pr~ence of God throughout the hours at work, and Cb) by
reading a portion of Scripture, preferably a lengthy portion,
that will lift our hearts and minds above the things of the
world, before we actually attempt to speak to the Lord.

2. The difficulty of commencing is often aggravated, in my
experience at least, by a consciousness of sin. How often when
contemplating a time of secret prayer, the devil has reminded
me of the words of Psalm 66 : 18, 'If I regard iniquity in my
heart, the Lord will not hear me', and suggested that I would
be wasting my time by trying to pray. The real answer to this
is, of course, confession. Oh, that w would realise the willing-
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ness of Jesus to receive us, 'Come unto me, all ye that labour
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke
upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart:
and ye shall find rest unto your souls' (Matthew 11 : 28, 29).
'The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a
contrite heart, 0 God, thou wilt not despise' (Psalm 51 : 17).
We have a continual warrant to come to Christ for cleansing.

3. The third major difficulty is that of continual concentra
tion during prayer. Anxious thoughts, the sounds of the radio
(a very real problem to me in the barrack block) and other
outside noises are all used by Satan in his attempt to make us
curtail our times of private communion with Jesus. Here
again, I feel there are two things that have helped me (a) to
have such an awareness of the presence and attributes of God
and my relationship to Him, that anxious cares are banished
from the mind, and (h) to try and get away from noise. Quite
often, having despaired of obtaining quietness in my bunk, I
have gone for a walk through the village after dark and held
communion with God.

Perhaps I should also add that if we watched more carefully
for the answer to our prayers we would find worship more
delightful and prayer more promising.

How rarely we hear of conversions nowadays. If I did nol
believe that God calls men and women to Christ by the
irresistible operations of His Spirit, I think I would despair of
ever making an impression upon the godless youth that sur
round me at R.A.F. Brampton. Oh, David, let us be faithful
in prayer for those unconverted people with whom God has
brought us into contact. Let us seek that His Name will be
glorified in the awakening and conversion of sinners.

Please give my greetings to Louise. I try to remember you
both daily in prayer.

'Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, who only doeth
wondrous things. And blessed be his -glorioius name for ever:
and let the whole earth be filled with his glory; Amen, and
Amen' (psalm 72 : 18, 19).

Your brother in Jesus,

PETER.

P.S.-I have managed to obtain two extra copies of the
'Banner of Truth' magazine containing Dr. J. Kennedy's article
on 'Hyper-Evangelism'. Would you like one of them?
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Book Reviews
Epbcsians. William Hendriksen. 29C pp. [1.50.

I and 2 Thessalonians. William Hendriksen. 214 pp. [1.2~.

Romans Chapter 6. D. M. Lloyd Jones. 313 pp. £ 1.50.

Daniel. Edward J. Young. 330 pp. £1.50.

The Banner of Truth continue to put effective tools in the
hands of anyone who is endeavouring to understand the
Scriptures and especially of those whose task it is to expound
the Word.

-On the dust cover of Hendriksen's commentary i a quota
tion from an earlier review I did for the English Churchman.
1 repeat it-not because it is from something 1 wrote-but
beeause I can still endorse it! It was: 'One mark of a good
commentary is that he does not shirk tbe difficult pas ages.
Judged by this standard Hendriksen gets high marks.'

One obviously difficult passage is the one in 2 Thessalonians
1 on the man of sin. To find a man of such impeccable
Calvinistic orthodoxy parting company with tbe Westmin ter
Confession and rejecting the interpretation wh ich ees the
pope as being the man of sin-this is to keep company \ ith an
author who not only does not shirk the difficult passage. but
is prepared for an independence of assessment and conclusion.

Another laudable feature of Hendriksen is hi concern to
apply the truth. While he is painstaking in evaluating the
different possible interpretations in any disputed passage, and
while he patiently tries to elucidate the text, it is never a mere
exercise in academic exegesis. The aim is clear-it is to edify
the believer in order that God may be glorified. His interpreta
tion of the difficult phrase at the end of the doxology in
Ephesians, 'in the church and in Christ Jesus'. illustrate
ooth his care in expounding in detail-even to the preposition
employed-and in the glory of the result: 'May homage and
adoration be rendered to God because of the splendour of
His amazing -attributes-power, wisdom, mercy. love, grace.
etc.-manifested in the church, which is the body, and in
Christ Jesus its exalted Head'.

The further volume of Dr. Lloyd Jones's expOSitIOn of
Romans takes us to Chapter 6. I myself recall a meeting of
the ministers' fraternal chaired by the Doctor when the ignifi
cance of this chapter dawned on me with all its wonder-that
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the man I was in Adam had really died and the man I am in
Christ had come to the birth. So to reckon ourselves to be
dead in sin was not to engage in some piece of pious wishful
thinking, but to rest on a solidly based conclusion drawn from
the great facts of Christ's death and resurrection.

It was interesting therefore to see how the Doctor himself
had obviously found in his own experience the liberating effects
of this great chapter. Commenting on verse J 1 he thanks God
that he knows how to get rid of the sense of hopelessness which
so easily follows sinful failure, when the devil tempts us to
question whether we are Christians or no. He adds: 'This
sixth chapter has been to me, since 1 came to understand it,
the most liberating chapter in my whole Christian experience'.

This is not to say that 1 cou Id go all the way with the
Doctor. To go to the extreme as he does in his exposition of
verse 3, that 'baptism by water is not in the mind of the
apostle at all', is to ignore some important points-that in the
New Testament there is not this gulf between the sign and the
thing signified. It is not a case of 'either-or', for both sign
and thing signified go together. Taking into account the con
stant accompaniment of conversion and baptism in the New
Testament and the vivid reality of the experience for those to
whom he wrote, one might ask why Paul should use such a
figure as baptism if he did not mean what the word usually
means-a sign, but more than that, the truth to which the
sign points. Tt is tragic, as Dr. Lloyd-J ones says, if water
baptism is the main impression left. But one does not need to
swing the pendulum quite so far the other way!

But don't let the exposition of verses 3 and 4 put you off!
In fact it will probably stimulate you to examine your own
thinking! The main theme of the volume is 'the New Man',
and it is not this or that detail which is important so much as
the total impact of a ministry in which the glory of the new
birth is not only an intellectual conviction drawn from the
exegesis of the passage, but a theme to stir the heart and move
the will. Here is a truly great expositor opening up the theme
of spiritual liberation.

£. J. Young, the greatly respected Professor of Old Testa
ment in Westminster Seminary until his death, has already put
us in his debt by his Old Testament introduction and his
commentary on Isaiah. What compelled men who disagreed
with him to listen to him were two factors-he wrote from a
position of strength and profound learning, and at the same
time he was fair to his opponents. We get the same elements
in the Introduction to Daniel. Although it is in summary
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form, he none the less argues cogently for the authorship of
the book being in fact by the Daniel who is its main character.
But he adds, 'It is only just to assert that some of the scholars
who have espoused the view to which this present book is
opposed have been men of profound learning and scholarship.
Some of them have also been men of true Christian faith.'

In view of the fanciful theories which over·fertile imagina
tions have produced, many Christians may be tempted to
despair of finding any sure meaning in the latter part of the
book. Indeed, there is a tendency to approach it in the same
way as many do the Revelation-to study the opening chapters
where the historical ground is firm and then to give up in face
of the conflicting ideas of speculative commentators.

But Daniel is God's word for our edification-thi is the
conviction behind Dr. Young's work-and such edification
does not require mere ingenuity, indeed it is hindered by it.
What is required is sober exegesis. Turn to the expo ition of
Daniel's seventieth week, that happy hunting ground for the
prognosticators, and you will realise that whether you agree
with him at every point you have a serious and reliable
expositor to guide you to a mature understanding of this
difficult book.

The Reformers. John Broome. Gospel Standard Baptist Trust.
95 pp. 45p.

The title is slightly ambiguous, as tbe reader may a ume
that he is reading a series of short biographies of the leaders
of the Protestant Reformation. But wbile it is hi torically a
fact that Wycliffe and Hus belonged to an earlier period. yet
in spirit they were part of the reformation movement. It is
a fitting description to speak of Wycliffe as the morning tar
of the Reformation. for his life and work were a prelude to tbe
great movement which began well over a century later-Luther
was born about a hundred years after Wycliffe's death.

There is one serious historical blemish in this book-and it
is all the more surprising considering the publisher -it i the '1

failure to deal with the tragic persecution by ome of the
Reformers of the Anabaptists. We are given a brief history
of the Diet of Speyer when the term 'Protestant' emerged. but
it was this assembly which enacted the death penalt for any-
one baptising one who had been christened in infancy.
Protestant and Catholic were united at this point and great
numbers of godly believers perished. Indeed, it wa in
Zwingli's Zurich that the first Anabaptist martyrs were killed
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-a prelude to a terrible story of bloody persecution in which
Rome excelled by far but in which the Protestants played their
part.

For the benefit of any who may be misled by the unhistorical
notion that the unbalanced revolutionaries of Munster repre
sented the Anabaptist movement it is good to remember two
facts-(I) the Munster debacle came four years after the Diet
of Speyer and the persecution contributed to the extremists by
depriving the movement of many of its leaders and also stirring
the apocalyptic fancies of these hard pressed and persecuted
believers. (2) The responsible leadership of the Anabaptists
utterly repudiated the ungodliness and unrighteousness of
Munster.

The author acknowledges the sources of his information in
a preface. If only he had consulted Lindsay's History of the
Reformation and Verduin's The Reformers and their Step
children he would have got a more balanced picture. A
revised edition is needed. R.M.C.

Sermons by J. C. Philpot. Vol LIme 8. 138 pp. £1.,20.
Sermons by John Raven. 239 pp. £2.00.

Gospel Standard Publications 1972.
These recent additions to the Gospel Standard publications

list may be reviewed together, since much of what one might
say regarding one applies also to the other.

Philpot should be familiar to most readers, especially those
who have read The Seceders, in which his story, together with
that of William Tiptaft, is told.

This is the eighth and, as a textual index to all eight volumes
is included here, we assume the last volume in the series of
sermons by the former Anglican who figures so largely in
Gospel Standard history. Seven sermons are included and are
specimens of solid textual preaching where the text is divided
under several headings. Five texts are taken from the New
Testament and two from the Old.

Philpot, then, represents the 19th century even as Raven
represents the 20th century Gospel Standard pulpit. The latter
served two small churches, dividing his time equally between
them. These churches listened to preaching both 'solemn and
faithful'-one church for 35 years and the other for 36!

Twenty-seven sermons are presented and they too are
textual in character. Unlike Philpot, however, Raven drew
heavily on the hymn-book for quotations and one sometimes
feels that this was somewhat overdone.
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Both books contain a few illustrations and are stoutly bound.
They are, however, rather expensive. Though Raven is, we
imagine, scarcely known outside his own denomination, we
trust that his sermons, together with those of Philpot, will be
widely read.

Gospel Standard books and list may be obtained from Mr.
O. G. Pearce, 15a Park Avenue, Harpenden, Herts., England.

ROBERT RODGER..

John Ashworth. His Life and Strange Tales. 3ll pp. £ 1.75.
Gospel Tidings Publications. Obtainable from Mr.
Roe, 36 Marlborough Rd., Broomhill. Sheffield SIO IDB.

John Ashworth was minister of the Chapel for the Destitute
and many of his strange tales have as their background the
appalling conditions of the Victorian poor. Indeed, many of
the stories would be certainly depressing were it not for the
fact that such a dark backdrop merely enhances the Gospel
which compelled men like Ashworth to do something to alle
viate the misery and wretchedness abounding on every hand.
Unlike much of the shallow orthodoxy of today, Ashworth's
Gospel had social implications and, like his friend C. H.
Spurgeon, he sought to fulfil his God-given task of ministering:
in a practical way to the needy.

Again, this book is neatly bound and contains some illustra
tions. It is the intention of the publishers to produce a fuller
'Life' of Ashworth sometime in the future and the have
therefore contented themselves in this volume with 66 page
of extracts from Calman's biography. The book de erve a
wide circulation. ROBERT RODGER•.

Counterfeit Miracles. B. B. Warfield. Banner of Truth Trust.
327 pp. 50p.

The re-publication of Warfield's gre~t work is a timely one
in view of the widespread discussion in the churches of the
claims of the new Pentecostalism. His basic stand is on the
final authority of Scripture, and from this vantage point he
examines carefully the appeal made to history. Behind this
examination lies the powerful logic of a man who in a quite
devastating way can expose dubious arguments and false
claims.

Warfield's basic contention is that the miraculous signs were
the divinely given attestation of the New Testament message.
and with the completion of that message and its embodiment
in written form there was no need of such attestation. He

-,
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quotes John Calvin: 'It is unreasonable to ask miracles-or to
find them-where there is no new gospel.'

He examines the alleged evidence for miracles in the early
church and finds it lacking. He comes to the same conclusion
in his scrutiny of the marvels of the middle ages. The same is
true in face of the modem claims for Lourdes.

On the issue of healing he makes a telling point, that those
who dismiss doctors as healers are often ready to insist on
them as diagnosticians. To demonstrate the wonder of the
cure it is enough to quote the diagnosis of this or that physician
-and that in face of the acknowledged difficulty of diagnosis
in which even the most eminent doctors would be slow to
claim the infallibility accorded to them.

The reappearance of what purported to be the charismata of
the Acts of the Apostles in the Jrvingite movement is examined
in careful detail. This is important in view of the influence
of that movement on what was to follow later.

This is not a book to be lightly dismissed even by those who
disagree. Almost one hundred pages of notes stand as a
powerful reinforcement to the extremely cogent arguments of
the main part of the book. H. M. CARSON.

God's Statesman-The Life and Work of John Owen. Peter
Toon. Paternoster. 200 pp. £2.60.

With none of Owen's diaries surviving and with few of his
personal letters extant, it is an uphill task to write a biography.
It is from such sources that the biographer is usually able to
draw the material to clothe the historical facts with flesh and
blood. The only alternative in such a situation is to draw in
the historical background so clearly that what might have
appeared as a shadowy outline becomes a real man dealing
with real problems. Peter Toon's sustained study of the
seventeenth century has enabled him to do this so well that you
feel you are moving in a real world-the world of seventeenth
century Oxford with its academic problems and its students
who were not all young Puritans, the world of parliamentary
debate, and of civil war.

If you view John Owen as if not quite infallible then nearly
so, you may not like this book! But if you follow the sugges
tion of Owen's great contemporary, Oliver Cromwell, that his
portrait should be painted 'warts and all', then you will value
this presentation of a man who, with his undoubted greatness,

\.. was also a man of flesh and blood.
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If you see Owen as the champion of Independency you may
find it historically odd to discover him urging the parliament '"
to engage in church reform-and preaching from the Old
Testament to endorse what is very like the old sacral idea of
the union of church and nation. If you are Irish you may be
uneasy to discover that Owen apparently endorsed Cromwell's
actions-even at Drogheda! If you feel that dark clothes befit
a minister you may be intrigued to discover that Owen was a
bit of a dandy as far as dress was concerned-reacting against
the formalism of both Presbyterians and Anglicans.

But when the mistaken ideas have been stripped away, Owen
remains as a very great man. He was a man of the seventeenth
century. and this explains some of his inconsistencies-but this
is true also of many other great figures of Christian history
who were influenced by their own situation. But he was
supremely a man who subjected a profound intellect to the
sovereignty of God the Holy Spirit. and aimed to carry out in
his life and work the principles of the Word which it was his
aim to study and to obey. H.M.C.

Jesus Christ takes notice of all the work and trouble and
losses that we endure for Him. There cannot he a godly word
spoken hut the Lord hears it, takes notice of it; not a day of
humiliation, not a tear, not a prayer, not a sigh, not a cup of
cold water, but the Lord sets it down.-EuAs PLEDGER.


