
GOSPEL
THE

MAGAZINE

r

Cl COMPORT YE, COMPORT YE MY PEOPLE, SAITH YOUR GOD."

U ENDEAVOURING TO KEEP THE UNITY OF THE SPIRIT IN THE BOND OF PEACE."

Cl JESUS CHRIST, THE SAME YESTERDAY, AND TO DAY, AND FOR EVER."

No. 915, I
NEW SERIES. f

I
MAY-JUNE, 1942.

atl)e Jfamilp ll:>ortion:
OR, WORDS OF' SPIRITUAL CAUTION, COUNSEL, AND COMFORT.

{
No. 2115,

OLD SERIES.

" \Vbo comforteth US in all our tribulation, tp.at we may be able to comfort them which are in any
t.rouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."--"2 CORINTHIANS i. 4.

THE SORROWS AND JOYS OF GOD'S FAMILY.

" As sorrowful, yet always rejoicing."-2 CORINTHIANS vi. 10.

T HE Apostle Paul was one of CHRISTS chosen vessels. -He was
a monument of Divine grace. With his bodily eyes he saw the
risen and exalted SAVIOUR, and heard His voice. His knowledge
of Gospel truth came to him by direct revelation from CHRIST.
He received the Gospel not from man, nor did men instruct him
in its great truths.. It came to him" by the revelation .of JESUS
CHRIST" (Gal. i. 12). Yet, highly favoured though he was, his
apostolic life was made up of sorrows as well as of joys.' He
suffered from stripes, imprisonments, and hunger. He passed
through all manner of perils. He was often weary and in pain,
cold, and hungry. Yet he had always abundant reason to rejoice,
so that he describes his experience as one of sorrow and yet of
joy. "As sorrowful, yet always. rejoicing." This is more or
less true of all the people of GOD. All sorrow is due to sin. It is
caused either by our own sin or by the sins of others. No sooner
did sin enter the world, but sorrow followed in its train. In
fact, sorrow is part of the penalty of sin. When Eve had taken
of the forbidden fruit, GOD, in judgment, said to her, " I will
greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow thou
shalt bring forth children." To Adam GOD said, " Cursed is the
ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days
of thy life." The thorns and thistles which hamper the produce
of the ground, and the hard labour and sweat involved in tilling
the ground, all produce sorrow> Adam lived for 930 years, yet
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though he doubtless had many joys, sorrow was more or less
his portion all the days of his life. Trouble and sorrow are the
portion of all men, and from trouble and sorrow the LORD'S
people are not exempt.

There are parental sorrows. The birth of children brings
sorrow. Injury to children brings sorrow. Jacob said of
Benjamin, " If mischief befall him ... then shall ye bring down
my gray heirs with sorrow to the grave" (Gen. xlii. 38). Sorrow
filled the hearts of Joseph and Mary when they found the child
JESUS was not with them. Mary said, " Thy father and I have
sought thee sorrowing" (Luke ii. 48).

There are sorrows at partings. The disGiples were sorrowful
when their LORD was taken from them by death. "Ye now
therefore have sorrow: but I will see you again, and your heart
shall rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from you" (John
vi. 22). The elders of Ephesus sorrowed most of all for the
words which Paul spake that they should see his face no more
(Acts xx. 38).

There are bodily sorrows. David said, " The sorrows of death
• compassed me," but he called on the LORD for deliverance, and

he was able to say, " Thou hast delivered my soul from death,
mine eyes from tears, and my feet from falling" (Ps. cxvi. 3, 8).

There are sorrows arising from cruelty, oppression and slavery,
but CHRIST said of His oppressed people, " I know their sorrows,
and I am come down to deliver them" (Exod. iii. 7, 8). He
knows the sorrows of His people now, and oftentimes appears on
their behalf.

The love of money causes sorrow. It is a root of all evil, " which
while some coveted after they. have erred from the faith, and
pierced themselves through with many sorrows" (1 Tim. vi. 10).
How the LORD'S people need to watch against this sin. The
young ruler "was very sorrowful, for he was very rich." His
wealth came between him and his soul's salvation (Luke xviii.
23). 'Wars, famines, pestilence, and earthquakes are to character
ize the whole p"eriod between our LORD'S ascension and His
return, and of them all our LORD says, " All these are the beginning
of sorrows" (Matt. xxiv. 6-8).

To GOD'S ancient people the LORD said, "Thy sorrow' is
incurable for the multitude of, thine iniquity: because thy sins
were increased, I have done these things unto thee" (Jer. xxx. 15).
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All sorrow is traceable to sin. The LOI\D JESUS Himself was
" A Man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief," not because He
had sinned, but because He was willing that His FATHER should
lay on Him the iniquity of His people. He bore their griefs and
carried their sorrows (Isa. liii. 3, 4). Sorrow will never be removed
from this fallen earth by the devices of men. The war is causing.
untold sorrow, and leading men think that they will be able when
the war is over to banish sorrow to a large extent, but before
sorro\v can be banished entirely there must be a new heaven
and a new earth. Then we read that" GOD shall wipe away all
tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither
sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any ffi'Ore pain: for
the former things are passed away" (Rev. xxi. 4). The Apostle
Paul knew both from Scripture and experience that sorrow is
felt by the ,",:orld at large and by GOD'S people in particular.
Sorrow, however, is not the only experience of GOD'S family.
Hence the apost.le said of himself and others, " As sorrowful, yet
alway rejoicing."

It may be said that the world has its times of hilarity and joy.
There are things which give them pleasure. But they are
" lovers of pleasures more than lovers of GOD" (2 Tim. iii. 4).
GOD is not in their thoughts. They are "without CHI\IST,"
and therefore without salvation from the wrath to come. They
are "without GOD," and therefore without a heavenly and
Almighty Friend. They are without hope, and therefore all
their pleasures are temporary. They have no prospect of
permanent and eternal happiness.

The LORD'S people, however, have, intermingled with their
sorrows, present and permanent joys. They can always rejoice
in spite of manifold trials. They are "kept by the power of
GOD through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the
last time. Wherein they greatly rejoice, though now for a season,
if need be, they are in heaviness through manifold temptatio~s "
(1 Peter i. 5, 6). It is true that through a lack of faith and a
realization of their possession of Divine blessings, their sorrows
may overwhelm their joys, but there is no time in their experience
when they have not reason to rejoice. "Rejoice in the LOI\D
alway," says the apostle, " and again I say, rejoice." "Rejoice
evermore; pray without ceasing; in everything give thanks: for
this is the will of GOD in CHI\IST JESUS concerning you" (Phi!.
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iv. 4; 1 Thess. v. 16-18). The apostle, fully realizing the
abundance of Divine blessings bestowed upon him could say,
" As sorrowful, yet aLway rejoicing."

" Joy is a fruit that will not grow
. In nature's barren soil;

All we can boast, till CHRIST we know,
Is vanity and .toil.

" But where the Lord has planted grace,
And made His glories known;

These fruits of heavenly joy and peace
Are found, and there alone.

" A bleeding SAVIOUR seen by faith,
A sense of pardoning love,

A hope that triumphs over death,
Give joys like those above.

" To take a glimpse within the veil,
To know that GOD is mine,

Are springs of joy that never fail,
Unspeakable! Divine!

" These are the joys which satisfy
And sanctify the mind;

Which make the spirit mount on high,
And leave the world behind:

" No more, believers, mourn your lot;
But, if you are the LORD'S,

Resign to them that know Him not
Such joys as earth affords."

John Newton.

In keeping with this beautiful hymn let us briefly think of the
present joys of the members of the LORD'S family.

1. There is the joy of personaL salvation.
The knowledge of personal saJvation fills the heart with joy.

Isaiah says, " I will greatly rejoice in the LORD. My soul shall
be joyful in my GOD; for He hath clothed me with the garments
of salvation, He hath covered me with the robe of righteousness."
Salvation from the wrath to come is a real personal experience.
CHRIST has redeemed His people ftom the curse of the law, being
made a curse for them. This is a Divinely-inspired truth. In
CHRIST they now have redemption through His blood, the forgive
ness of sins according to the riches of His grace. They are now
saved from the penalty of their sins. No fear of hell may rightly

• arise in their minds. By His grace, too, they are continually
being saved from the power of sin, and salvation in all its fulness
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is their predestined portion. Hence they have abundant reason
to rejoice. Paul could say of Timothy and of himself, "GOD
hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according
to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which
was given us in CHRIST JESUS before the world began" (2 Tim.
i.9). When the jailor was saved he rejoiced, believing in GOD
with all his house". (Acts xvi. 34). Our LORD bade the seventy
disciples to rejoice, because their names were written in heaven.
(See Luke x. 20.)

The members of the Lord's family can never be deprived of
the salvation which GOD has bestowed upon them. They shall
never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of their
almighty SAVIOUR'S hand. Wars and famines, pestilences and
earthquakes, terrible though these things are, cannot deprive
GOD'S people of their eternal salvation, nor separate them from
His love.

2. There is the joy of the Divine presence.
This has- always been the experience of GOD'S saints. To

Jacob GOD said, "Behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee
in all places whither thou goest " (Gen. xxviii. 15).

To Moses He said. "Certainly I will be with thee" (Exod.
iii. 12).

When Joseph was in prison the LORD ·was with him. He was
with David whithersoever he went, and He is with His people
to-day. Often they are very lonely. As they get older, dear
relatives and friends die off, and they ate increasingly lonely,
so far as human companions are concerned, but" He hath said,
I will never leave thee nor forsake thee" (Heb. xiii. 5). They
may always, therefore, rejoice i!1 the assurance of the Divine
presence.

3. There is the joy arising from the Divine promises.
GOD hath given to them exceeding great and precious promises,

and " He is faithful that promised." These promises give joy
to the heart. They cheer the soul in times of depression. They
assure the believer that GOD hath not forgotten him. Hence he
can say, " This pOOl' man cried, and the LORD heard him, and
saved him out of all his troubles" (Ps. xxxiv. 6).

4. There is joy on account of the Divine power.
Weak and helpless we are in ourselves. Fearfulness and

trembling take hold on us at times. We are ready to faint as
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we face the duties of the day or the many problems that confront
us. But," He giveth power to the faint; and to them that
have no might He increaseth strength.... They that wait upon
the- LORD shall renew their strength: they shall mount up with
wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; they shall
walk, and not faint" (Isa. xl. 29, 31). What joy will fill our
hearts when we read, " As thy days, so shall thy strength be "..
(Deut. xxxiii. 25). Wherefore ye weak and timid ones, "Be
strong in the LORD and in the power of His might." "Be strong
in the grace that is in CHRIST JESUS."

5. There is joy arising from Divine provision.
The war cannot alter GOD'S promises, no~ hinder GOD from being

faithful to them. It is therefore always true, even in war times,
that " The eye of the LORD is upon them that fear Him, upon
them that hope in His mercy; to deliver their soul from death,
and to keep them alive in famine." "There is no want to them
that fear Him" (Ps. xxxiii. 18, 19; xxxiv. 9).

" Fear Him, ye saints; and you will then
Have nothing else to fear:

Make you His service your delight,
Your wants shall be His care."

Is not this a ground of joy? He Who commanded the ravens
I

to feed Elijah, and Who commanded the poor widow woman to
sustain him, still reigns, and still possesses almighty power.
Nothing is too hard for Him. You have reason to say, " Surely
goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and
I will dwell in the house of the LO!'\D for ever."

If therefore He has saved you, and is ever with you, and if
He upholds and keeps you by ~is power, and provides for all
your wants, surely you have reason, even in the midst of sorrows,

. to rejoice in Him alway. May He, through His mercy, grant us
all enabling grace to respond to the exhortation: "Let the
righteous be glad; let them rejoice before GOD: yea, let them
exceedingly rejoice" (Ps. lxviii. 3).

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

THE EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).

IT would be well if there were' humble reliance on God and less
boastful confidence in weapons of war.- J. H. Gosden.
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WHY DOES GOD ALLOW WAR?

" Therefore He brought upon them the king of the Chaldees, who
slew their young men with the sword in the house of their
sanctuary, and had no compassion upon young man or maiden,
old man, or him who stooped for flge: He gave them all into
his hand."-2 CHRONICLES xxxvi. 17.

THE question, Why does God allow war? arises in the minds of
many when a terrible war breaks out amongst the nations of
the earth. Yet in large measure the sorrows of war are being
experienced every day more or less in all the villages, towns,
cities and countries of the whole world. War brings about

, suffering, disease, and--death on a very large scale. But on a
more grad~al scale, these things are the common and regular
experience of all mankind in times of peace. Wherever we go
in' our own land, e~en in beautiful health resorts, we find
cemeteries, places set al?art for the burial of the dead. Some
die suddenly, others die aft~ illnesses of longer or shorter periods.
In every case sorrow and trj~ are experienced. This has been
going on for thousands of year~ In the fifth chapter of Genesis
the phrase, "and he died," ocCurs eight times. Adam lived
930 years, but at last he died. Methuselah, the oldest man,
lived 969 years, but at last he died also. When the flood came,
" all that was in the dr.y land, died" (Gen. Yii. 22). The only
exceptions were those in the ark. Noah himself, ~wever, though
permitted to live 950 years, at le.ngth died. Enoc~alone in the
early history of the world "was translated that he should not
see death" (Heb. xi. 5). The flood, as in the case of war, brought
about death on a very large scale, and it brought about death
quickly. But in effect the gradual dying off of Adam and some
of his posterity was, the same thing as the more rapid and wholesale
dying off of his posterity in the time of the flood. Yet people
never usually ask, Why does God allow death, or why does
He allow toothache and other forms of suffering? Ordinary
sufferings in time of peace are taken for granted. Yet the main
difference between them and the sufferings in a time of war is
one only of degree. The passage at the head of these" Wayside
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Notes " i~~t God not only allows war, but He sends war.
War i/one of His I" four sore judgments" (Ezek. xiv. 21).
Zedekiah was on the throne of Judah. The Babylonian captivity
of seventy years had already begun in the reign of Jehoiachin,
and the king of Babylon had made Zedekiah king in Jehoiachin's
stead (2 Kings xxiv. 10-20). Zedekiah had sworn fealty to
Nebuchadnezzar, but we read that he did "evil in the sight of
the Lord his God, and humbled not himself before Jeremiah

\

the prophet sp~aking from the mouth of the Lord. And he also
rebelled against Nebuchadnezzar, who had made him swear by
God: but he stiffened his neck, and hardened his heart from
turning unto the Lord God of IsraeL" Besides," all the chief
of the priests, and the people transgressed very much after all
the abominations of the heathen; and polluted the house of the
Lord which he had hallowed in Jerusalem."

" The Lord God of their fathers sent to them by His messengers,
rising up betimes, and sending; because He had compassion
on His people, and on His dwelling-place: but they mocked
the messengers of God, and despised His- words, and misused
His prophets, until the wrath of the Lord arose against His people,
till there was no remedy. Therefore-notice the therefore
Therefore He brol,lght upon them the king of the Chaldees, who
slew their young men with the sword in the house of their
sanctuary, and had no compassion upon young man or maiden,
old man, or him that stooped for age: He gave them all into
his hand" (2 Chron. xxxvi. 11-17). The chapter goes on to tell
of the burning of the temple and the palaces of Jerusalem, the
breaking down of its wall, and the carrying away into Babylon'
of those who had escaped the s~ord. All this was a fulfilment
of the Divine purpose expres.sed by the mouth of Jeremiah the
prophet, a purpose' which declared that the captivity of
Babylon and the desolation of Jerusalem were to last for seventy
years.

The corresponding narrative of these events, given in the
second book of the Kings, shows that the king of Babylon came
against Jerusalem and besieged it for about a year and a half.
The result was, a famine prevailed in the city, and there was no
bread for the people of the land. This led to the flight of king
Zedekiah and his men of war. The king was captured, his sons
were slain before his eyes, his own eyes were put out, and he was
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bound with fetters of brass and carried to Babylon. (See 2 Kings
xxv. 1-7.)

1. Now the question arises, Who brought about this siege and
destruction of Jerusalem?

The narratives speak of invasion, a siege, famine, slaughter,
the destruction of Jerusalem and the captivity of her people.
All this is associated with war. The king of Babylon waged war
against the city and people of God. Who was responsible for
this war? One answer might be, the responsibility lay upon
Nebuchadnezzar and his army. He and all his host came and
pitched against Jerusalem and besieged it. He slew her young
men with the sword. He had no compassion on young or old;
His army burnt the house of God, and all the palaces of the city
and broke down the wall of Jerusalem and carried a remnant
into captivity. Zedekiah's rebellion no dQubt influenced the
king of Babylon to overthrqw Jerusalem and her king. But war
is a Divine judgment which the Lord is said to send. "Thus
saith the Lord God; How much more when I send My four sore
judgments upon Jerusalem, the sword, and the famine, and the
noisome beast, and the pestilence, to cut off from it man and
beast" (Ezek. xiv. 21).

So on this occasion we learn that behind the king of Babylon
and his army was the Divine purpose. "He (Je~ovah) brough,t
upon them the king of the Chaldees ... He (Jehovah) gave
them all into his (the king of Babylon's) hand." Thus the
Babylonian king and his army were only the instruments in
God's hand. No doubt they thought they were only carrying
out their own designs. In reality they were the unconscious
instruments in God's hands. We read, " 0 Assyrian, the rod of
Mine anger ... I (Jehovah) will send him against an hypocritical
nation, and against the people of My wrath will I (Jehovah) give
him a charge, to take the spoil, and to take the prey, and to tread
them down like the mire of the streets.

" Howbeit It-notice these words-" he meaneth not so." He
does not mean to fulfil God's will when he makes war against
Jerusalem. In reality his action is wicked, but God performs
His purpose through a wicked monarch. That monarch imagines
that by the strength of his own hand he conquers God's ancient
people, but the Lord says, "Shall the axe boast itself against
him that heweth therewith? or shall the saw magnify itself

6
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against him that shaketh it?" (Isa. x. 5-7, 12, 1~). In like
manner, the king of Babylon was only the axe in the hand of
the Lord. He was the mere instrument in visiting terrible
judgment upon His ancient people. Be it noted that though
there was according to the Divine purpose a temporary return
to Jerusalem, it has ever since been under Gentile power. The
times of the Gentiles began with Nebuchadnezzar, and ever
since his time Jerusalem has been and still is under Gentile
power. Hence our Lord said, " Jerusalem shall be trodden down
of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled" (Luke
xxi. 24).

We have quoted Isaiah x. as an illustration of the sovereignty
of God in regard to war. The same exhibition of Divine
sovereignty took place when Jerusalem was destroyed by the
Romans. That destruction was purposed and foretold by our
Lord Himself. (See Luke xix. 41-44; xxi. 20, 24.) In . like
manner all the wars which have been waged during the period
of our Lord's absence were the outcome of God's sovereign rule
over His own world.

No war happens by chance. (See Matt. xxiv. 6-8.) It is
always one of God's sore judgments. It always indicates that
God is working all things after the counsel of His own will.
The heavens do rule whether men acknowledge it or not. "The
most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whom
soever He will." "He doeth according to His will in the army
of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth: and none
can stay His hand, or say unto Him, What doest Thou?"
(Dan. iv. 25, 26, 35).

Thus we see that God not IJlerely allows war, but He sends
war. He has sent the present terrible war. The human instru
ments are wicked and devilish. 'Ne cannot condemn too strongly·
their murderous, lying, deceitful, and dishonest character. The
judgment of God will certainly come upon them for their awful
wickedness and sin, and yet God is making use of them to chastise
the nations of the earth.

2. This raises the question why did God cause Stlch sorrow and
woe to come upon Jerusalem and her people?

'Ve use the word" cause" advisedly. The Lord says, " Seek
the peace of the city whither I have caused you to be carried away
captives" (Jer. xxix. 7).
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The narrative of the siege and destruction of Jerusalem and
the judgment which came upon her king and people leaves us
in no doubt as to the cause of these calamities. It was sin that
brought this Divine judgment.

The king was guilty of sin. He did that which was evil in the
sight of the Lord. He was guilty of pride, rejection of God's
Word, hardness of heart" from turning 'unto the Lord God of
Israel," and of rebellion against the power and authority of the

. king of Babylon to whom he had sworn fealty.
The chief of the priests and the people were guilty of sin. They

transgressed very much after the abominations of the heathen.
They were guilty of gross idolatry. Thus the professing Church,
the State, and the people generally were given up to sin.
" Therefore" we read, the Lord" brought upon them the king or
the Chaldees." Before Divine judgment came upon them there
was prolonged Divine longsuffering and compassion. .. The
Lord God of their fathers sent to them His messengers, rising up
betimes and sending." He did this because He had compassion
on them. "But they mocked the messengers of God, and
despised His words, and misused His prophets." At last the
wrath of God arose against them, and there was no remedy.
Do we ask why did God allow the war "against Jerusalem, and
even why He sent it? The answer is, national, ecclesiastical,
and personal sin. But all war and all suffering is due to sin.

Milton, the great Puritan poet, recognized this. He begins
his Paradise Lost with the words :-

" or man's first disobedience and the fruit
or that rorbidden tree, whose morlal taste
Brought death into the world and all our woe,
With loss of Eden," ~tc.

Milton believed in the Scripture account of the fall and its terrible
consequences. "Death and all our woe" during six thousand
years are the result of sin. Never let us forget that, nor let us
fail to remember how awful sin is in the sight of God when its
consequences are so terrible. Scripture, then, answers the
question, Why does God permit and send the present' terrible
war. It is Sin, Sin, SIN. The nations of the world are guilty
of manifold transgressions and might'y sins. Germany and Italy
are guilty, all the countries of Europe are guilty, England i
guilty,' the nations of the whole world are guilty before God.
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Earl Selborne in a letter to The Times on Sept. 27th last wrote,
" We believe that we are fighting for the most righteous cause
for which a nation ever fought, and God has been our salvation
through two years of deadly peril, but who dare say that we
have earned it through our righteousness?" Of the great
majority of the nation it may be said, " There is no fear of God
before their eyes." And what about the professing Church
established and free?

It was in reference to the sins of the Jewish Church which
culminated in their rejection and crucifixion of the Lord of glory
that Cowper wrote :- .

.. When nations are to perish in their sins,
'Tis in the Church the leprosy begins."

Does not the leprosy of sin, error, and worldliness abound in the'
professing Church here in our own land to-day? Moreover,
there is no repentance in regard to the Modernism, the Romanism,
and the worldliness that abound more or less? The idolatry of
the Mass still goes on. The evil of the Confessional still abounds.
The rejection of the plenary inspiration of Scripture, of the
doctrines of the fall, of the atonement, of imputed righteousness
and of justification by faith in the blood and righteousness of
Christ still more or less characterizes the professing Church.
Lovers of the old Bible and Reformation truths find it difficult
to find a Church or Chapel where the pure Gospel of the grace
of God is preached. Cinemas are open on the Lord's day, and
the gathering in of the harvest on the sabbath is encouraged
and the faithful messengers of God who humbly endeavour to
preach the Gospel are largely rejected. The Lord has had
compassion upon us, His mercies to us have abounded, but w-e
have more or less despised the teaching of His holy Word, and
rejected the warnings of the faithful messengers whom He raised
up to testify His truth.

Inasmuch as God's own inspired Word tells us that war is
one of the judgments sent because of sin, it follows beyond the
shadow of a doubt that we are guilty of sin, and we need to
" search and try our ways, and turn again to the Lord" (Lam.
iii. 40). The Daniels, the Ezras, and the Nehcmiahs, godly
though they were themselves, fully felt and acknowledged the
sins of their nation. Hear the language of Ezra: "0 my God,
I am ashamed and blush to lift up my face to Thee, my God:

•
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for our iniquities are increased over our head, and our trespass
is grown up unto the heavens. Since the days Qf our fathers
have we been in a great trespass unto this day; and for our
iniquities have we, our kings, and our priests, been delivered
into the band of the kings of the lands, to the sword, to captivity,
and to a spoil, and to confusion of face, as it is this day" (Ezra
ix. 6, 7) ..

May the Lord lead us to profit by His chastening hand. May
we humble ourselves before 'Him, and may we give ourselves to
prayer that He may, in spite of our manifold sins, grant UB

deliverance and full, speedy and complete victory over our
enemies.

3. But now is there any Gospel comfort in this passage we are
considering?

Yes, verily there is. It tells us of God's longsuffering and
compassion, and He is still a God full of compassion. "It is of
the Lord's mercies that we are not consumed, because His com
passions fail not." "Though He cause grief, yet will He have
compassion according to the multitude of His mercies" (Lam.
iii. 22, 32). Through His compassion we have His Word which
is able to make us wise unto salvation through faith which is in
Christ Jesus.

Through His infinite compassion He sent His beloved Son to
die for sins that man had done. Through His compassion He
welcomes and pardons the penitent and believing sinner. What
a picture we have of His compassion in the parable of the prodigal
son. "When he was yet a great way off, his father saw him,
and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck and kissed
him" (Luke xv. 20). Micah says, " Who is a God like unto Thee,
that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of the
remnant of His heritage? He retaineth not His anger for ever,
because "He d~lighteth in mercy. He will turn again, He will
have compassion upon us; He will subdue our iniquities; and
Thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the sea. Thou
wilt perform the truth to Jacob, and the mercy to Abraham,
which Thou hast sworn unto our fathers from the days of old"
(Micah vii. 18-20). .

. Divine wrath has been manifested to God's ancient people in
terrible and prolonged measure, but the God of Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob is still faithful to His Covenant promises. The spared
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remnant of Abraham's seed are yet, to experience the pardon of
their iniquity. Divine compassion will be shown to them, and
all their sins will be cast into the depths of the sea. Moreover,
all who are characterized by Abraham's faith will be numberep.
amongst Abraham's children, and will be eternally blessed with
Him. (See Gal. iii. 7-9, 29.) Thus the compassion and mercy
of God will be experienced by His elect people among all the
nations of the earth. His compassion is now displayed in raising
up and sending faithful messengers to preach His Word and make
known the Gospel of His grace.

May we be enabled to welcome the Gospel which they preach
and to be thankful if we are within reach of their testimony.
Only thus shall we know what it is to experience in rich measure
the mercy and co~passion of the God of all grace.

THE EDITOR.

"AND JESUS STOOD STILL."

AN EXTRACT FRON A SERMON BY MR. C. H. SPURGEON ON

MARK x. 49.

AT times our Lord, as Judge among the nations, arises to visit
the sins of a people upon them. Patience makes room for justice,
and Providence determines that guilty nations shall be scourged.
At such times they are blessed indeed who can cause the King
to stand still. This wicked country of ours has often escaped
through the prayers of the saints. 10 man can read our hiiltory
without perceiving that among guilty nations we hold a sorrowful
place; for we have had more light than any other people, and
have sinned against it full often. This erring nation had been
scourged to destruction, if it had not been that the intercessions
of God's people have caused the Judge of all the earth to stand
still. Jesus now rules all nations as Lord of Providence, and
metes out justice and judgment among them, but a plea for
mercy brings a decree of forbearance, and sinful nations are
permitted still to stand within the bounds of grace.-From
" The Treasury of the New Testament," page 539.

WATER cannot but moisten, fire cannot but burn. Sp likewise,
the corrupt nature of man being possessed with an invincible
contrariety and enmity to God, will never suffer him to comply
with God.-Stephen Charnock.
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WELLSPRINGS.

" And in the morning, then ye shall see the glory of the Lord."-
~XODUS xvi. 7.

LET us first and briefly look at the circumstances prior to and
surrounding this great an.d majestic promise. Israel had been
brought triumphantly through the Red Sea and had seen their
enemies overthrown in it. They had sung their great song of
praise unto their delivering God, and rehearsed His wonderful
work and goodness to them. They are next found in the wilder
ness and called to w.alk by faith and not by sight. They had seen
His mighty acts in sending plague after plague upon their oppressors.
They had been preserved in their homes under the covert of the
sprinkled blood, when the destroying angel passed over; and as
we have seen, been brought on their way safely through the Red
Sea, and are now well on their wilderness march, and in greater
dependance than ever upon the God of Providence. Their stores
of sustenance for man and beast are running short. "Can God
furnish a table in the wilderness? " is the sinful question, and
" the whole congregation murmured against Moses and Aaron,"
and petulantly and ungratefully wish they had "died by the
hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt." And that sinful, ungrate
ful murmuring is against the God Who had so compassionately,
wisely, and powerful y led, fed, and sustained and preserved
them all their lives. They soon forgot His past mercies; they
rebelled against anything that aroused their inc~inations and
questioned now after all their provings pf Him in the past,
whether He is not now indifferent to them, and overlooking their
needs and hath even forsaken them!

- Do you and I see our characters portrayed here, fellow-believers?
Are we not just as ready to murmur and rebel, and fear and dread
all that is likely to befall us? Do we not fear that all our springs
are dried up and we find " no water" to drink to promote our
spiritual joy? Or is the water of affliction" bitter," and our souls
cast down with the Marah spirit crying out, "Hath God for
gotten ?" Is it not much 'more like typical Israel that we have
forgotten past mercies, and are failing to recount His miraculous
help, His beautiful supplies and His unchangeable faithfulness?
How heavily these charges and murmurings must have fallen
upon His dear, meek servant Moses! But Moses did the best
and wisest thing, and " cried unto the Lord" as each of their
provocations arose, and the Lord heard, hearkened and delivered.
That was his only source of comfort and help, and as in the case
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before us, Moses' God fails not His dear servant, but tells him
" Behold I will rain bread from heaven for you; and the people
shall go out and gather a certain rate every day that I may
prove them," etc. Oh, child of God (for that great congregation
of Israel is·just a faint resemblance of what you and I are), how
little we perceive, how shamefully we forget, how carelessly we
treat God's mercies to us. They are new every morning and
fresh every evening, and countless as the sand upon the shore.
" If God be with you you will want neither company nor comfort,"
said dear Rutherford, but our eyes are defiled and our hearts
are dull to perceive and know what the Lord is doing for us.
How wondrously He performs His works and thoughts, and how
little by little His people are made to understand the loving
kindness of the Lord toward them all the days of their life. It
was "when they were awake" those favoured three disciples
saw something of the majesty and glory of their Lord on that
Mount of TransfiKuration. May you and I be stirred up from
sloth and unbelief to see more and more of the glory of our God
which is so great in our salvation.

" And in the morning ye shall see the glory of the Lord." Like
Israel, every child of God has his or her dark nights. It may be
with you now, dear reader, a night of darkness. Family sorrow,
bereavement, anxiety in Providences, loved ones far away and
in enemy hands, or danger zone. Your soul too may be " cast
down" and you realize the hidings of His face. Your pathway
is for the most part solitary and you are no longer walking to
the house of God in sweet company as in former years. But
seek more and more grace to hang to omnipotent love and hope
to the end for the certain grace that is to be yours by His deliver
,ing hand and at His appearing hour. It will come. The night
of your heavy experience may even now be " far spent," and the
morning decreed for your deliverance at hand. The disciples
experienced their heavy times when" it was now dark and Jesus
had not come to them." But He will come; for He is the faith
ful and true. The Psalmist giyes us this great encouragement
when he says, " God shall help her and that right early" (margin)
"when the morning appeareth." Oh, our God can turn our
every shadow of death into His morning of gladness and deliver-·
ance; for He ever delighteth in mercy. All through the ages
His people were taught this lesson. "In the morning ... ye
shall see the glory of the Lord." Israel saw it in His raining
bread from heaven and feeding man, aye, and feeding rel;Jellious,
murmuring, fretful, ungrateful man too, "with angels' food."
That great congregation "saw the glory of the Lord as that
glory cloud covered the tent of the congregation" (Exod. xl. 34).
" The glory of the Lord" was set forth and declared in type and
shadow all through the Old Testament dispensation, and then
we come to a solemn pause and dark time when the Old Testament



)

The Gospel Magazine 81

closes with that solemn word of exhortation and warning, " lest
I come and smite the earth with a curse" (Mal. iv. 6), and the
day-light had scarce a glimmer, and the darkness deepened.
Few, very few, were found faithfully watching for the promised
"Day dawn" and "Morning Star." But" in the fulness of
time," the 'holy Babe was born, He, Who was to be Israel's
Deliverer, and a waiting Simeon and a believing Anna were
amongst the few who had waited not in vain. "In the morning
... ye shall see the glory of the Lord." And it was shed abroad
in sinner's hearts, by the holy, sinless Lamb of God, as " He went
about doing good." And it was thus "the people that sat in
darkness saw a great Light," the Light of the world, the Light
that could never again go out, and for which you and I, beloved,
are waiting, watching and longing. It is our night now in these
lowlands and dark days. Our Beloved is absent and our hearts
long for Him, " until the day break and the shadows flee away."
But He " will come again." He has promised it, and His every
word is true from the beginning. Therefore" lift up the hands
which hang down and confirm the feeble' knees." Look up and
beyond these mountains of separation; cast away every weight
of besetting sin and unbelief which weigh you down to earth,
and be on the glad tiptoe, as it were, of expectation, that you
may hear the voice of your beloved coming over the hills of
separation and never, never again to leave you nor let you lose
sight of Him. "In the morning, ye shall see the glory of the
Lord."

" Break, thou day of Advent glory,
Flee, ye shadows of the night i

Haste Thy rising, Sun eternal,
Shed Thy beams of promised light.

"Till I see my own Beloved,
Kiss God's Son, and clasp His feet,

Faith shall trust His oath-bound promise,
Counting .every word as 'sweet.' "

J. Ormis/on.

A morning without clouds! The Sun in His meridian splendour
never to set, and " no night there" is your and my anticipation,
redeemed sinner, in our heavenly inheritance, purchased by the
precious blood of God's Lamb, Who is " all the glory of Immanuel's
land." Truly," joy cometh in the morning."

R.

WHENEVER, He pleases to punish a people, no resources can avail
against His power and will; He dries up at will the springs of
their prosperity. "He turneth rivers into a wilderness, and the
watersprings into dry ground; a fruitful land into barrenness,
for the wickedness of them that dwell therein" (Ps. cvii. 33, 34).
-A. R. Fausset.
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THE CHURCH'S MIGHTY HELPER.

A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. WATTS WILKINSON, B.A.,

AT THE CHURCH OF ST. MARY ALDERMARY, WATLING STREET,

LONDON, ON SUNDAY AFTERNOON, AUGUST 25TH, 1839.

PART 11.
" I have laid help upon One that is mighty."-PSALM lxxxix. 19.'

BUT what we mean more parti ularly to insist upon is this-that
if He be "the mighty God," then He is able to fulfil all the
Covenant engagements He has made for His redeemed people.
Whatever those engagements are, and wherever His people may
be cast, He is able to fulfil all His Covenant engagements; for
"all things are possible with Him."

Now what has He engaged to do?
His people have been a tried and an afflicted people; ever

since there was such a people upon the face of the earth, they
have been a people tried and afflicted; "without are fightings,"
says St. Paul, " and within are fears." And what has He said?
Why, He has said that He will be their Comforter and their
peace in the midst of it all. He gives them warning of what we
have just advanced; He says, "In the world ye shall have
tribulation "; but then He says, " In Me ye shall have peace;
My peace I give unto you." Now wherever there is a tried and
afflicted one that belongs to Him on the face of the earth at this
moment, there is He present with that one, " the'mighty God"
and able to speak a word of comfort to the mind of such. He
can, if He please, apply to their souls a sense of their union with
Him and interest in Him, which shall counterbalance the feeling
of anxiety or distress. He caB bring them to understand and
feel and be persuaded, that they are interested in that ancient
promise, which was made to Abraham, the father of the faithful,
when God said, " I will be a God unto thee and to thy seed after
thee, and I will bless thee and thou shalt be a blessing, and in
thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed." He can
apply this to the heart; "Thou art afflicted, but thou art blessed;
the blessing of God rests upon thee." Is not that man blessed,
that guilty sinner, who is so pardoned that he stands before God
without any offence that can be charged against him? Is not
that man blessed, who stands accepted and complete, without
offence in the sight of the great God? Is not that man blessed,
to whom such Scriptures as this belong, " There is therefore now
no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus?" Oh, we
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let these words roll across our tongues continually; but do we
feel them? "I, poor guilty sinner" (you may say to yourself

1
believer), " I am released from the whole, and released by Him
Who is mighty to save," so that there is even" now," now that
I am compassed with infirmity, even" now no condemnation."
And so we might mention many sweet words. "Ye are complete
in Him" ; what sweet words. Ye are" accepted in the Beloved" ;
what sweet words again. Now if Jesus be "the mighty God,"
everywhere present, knowing everything, knowing every secret
fear and apprehension of your heart and also of every· one that is
now existing on the face of the globe, there is not one, to whose
heart He cannot apply a word of peace and consolation, and
fulfil His Own word that while "in the world they shall have
tribulation, in Him they shall have peace." This, we say, is
the case with you; He knows how to speak peace and pardon
and comfort and to give it to your heart. He knows how to
speak to you a sense of your interest in Him, and in the blessings
of His great salvation. And that peace is permanent and abiding
and everlasting.

And as a proof of this, His beloved people do often find a
season of "refreshing from the presence of the Lord," and a
sweet hope arising in their hearts that they are His, which counter
balances some sore and sad distress under which thev are labour
ing. This is certainly the case. And this hope of "theirs is not
built upon the sand, but it is a hope built upon His precious and
unalterable Word, and therefore a hope that shall never fail.
And it is His presence, that does it. He can accomplish it in
various ways. He can accomplish it while you are in the world;
so that in the midst of the business and the cares of life your
heart shall be filled with heavenly peace. Or when you are
hearing His Word (a grand ordinance of His) He can apply His
Own Word (for it is in general His Own Word that He does
apply)-He can apply His Own Word, so that your heart shall
be lifted up, and you shall leave the place of worship rejoicing
in Him as " One that is mighty-" to convey the knowledge of
salvation and the enjoyment of it to the souls of His people.

And then it is not only this sweet peace in the soul, but if He be
" the mighty God," He is able to afford you all that support
that you stand in need of in your afflictions, so that they shall
not overwhelm you and you shall not sink under the weight of
them, as you are sometimes perhaps ready to fear. No; that
Jesus into Whose hands you have so often put your immortal
soul, " rides," we are tuld, " upon the heaven in His help." He
is the mighty God of Jacob; His everlasting arms are under
neath you, Be is always at hand for your support and comfort,
and He can bear you up under any affliction by sealing upon
your heart those precious promises which He has made concern
ing His people in His Word. And you are wise if under trouble

,.



you are looking back to days that are past, and thinking how
He did support you in times gone by, in seasons of trouble when
you thought you should sink and be overwhelmed and crushed
to atoms. We say, think of such precious words as these
(perhaps you can recollect with what power they came to your

.heart)-" Fear thou not, for I am with thee; be not dismayed
for I am thy God; I will strengthen thee, yea, I will help thee,
yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of My righteousness."
Or of such words as these-" Fear not, thou worm Jacob, and ye
men of Israel; I will help thee saith the Lord, and thy Redeemer,
the Holy One of Israel." You can recollect what real support
you derived from some such portion as this, when you laid hold
of it by faith and pleaded it at the throne of grace under sore
and afflictive dispensations, and (we repeat) such as you thought
at the time would be altogether overwhelming. The Lord's
mighty arm was underneath you, to support you.

So that you may look forward without anxiety or apprehension.
No one knows what is yet to come; perhaps the sorest trial of
all. But we know that there is one grand trial coming to us.
And what is this? Why, our dissolution-the separation of body
and soul. Now is not He Who is the" mighty God," able to
do everything for your support in that season. Can He not
smooth the way to death? Can He not make it so that " at
evening time it shall be light?" He can cause, that when your
sun is setting, and it is evening time, there shall be more light
in your spirit and heart in the way of consolation, than ever
there had been in all your life. Nay, and when you come actually
into the very hands of death, He can cause you to experience
more light-that is, more sweet peace and enjoyment in Him
than ever you had before; for He is " the mighty God" and can
do whatever He will. And He is always present. He is not
absent because He is administering comfort to another or to
others on .the opposite side of the globe. No; He is as near to
y-ou as He is to them. Observe what Asaph said, in a Psalm
written by him, "My flesh and my heart faileth; but God is
the strength of my heart and my portion for ever." And what
did the Psalmist David say? Why, he said, 11 Though I walk
through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil;
for Thou art with me; Thy rod and Thy staff, they comfort me " ;
that is, the Word of God thus described like a staff in the hand
of a pilgrim, " Thy rod and Thy staff, they comfort me." And
look at St. Paul again. Oh, how light was it with him at evening
time. When he was near to the approach of death, near to the
approach of a violent death, which appears so terrible (you
know) naturally to us-when He was approaching near to
martyrdom, what does he say? "I know Whom I have believed
and I am persuaded that He is able to keep that which I have
committed unto Him against that day."

84 The Gospel Magazine
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But then we may go on, and say, If He is " the mighty God"
and" help is laid upon One that is mighty," then He is able to
receive our spirit to Himself when it is separated from the body;
and He certainly will. "He has the keys of hell and of death" ;
" He openeth," accordingly to His Own representation of Himself ;
le He openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth and no man
openeth," You cannot die a moment sooner nor can your life
be prolonged a moment longer, than He has determined and as
He knows to be most for your good and for His glory. He is
able to receive your spirit and will receive it-take it where He
is, to be with Him, to behold and partake of His glory. And
if He be " the mighty God" He can be the heaven of hea;yen
to you; and so He will be.

And there is one view more which we will take; and that is
this, How clearly will He appear, and oh, how grandly will He
appear, as " the mighty God," when He shall at the last great
day rend the heavens and come down-when, as He is repre
sented, He shall place one foot upon the sea and the other foot
upon the earth, and lift up His hand to heaven, and " swear by
Him that liveth for ever and ever," swear by Himself" because
He can swear by no greater," "that there shall be time no
longer." Oh, how glorious will He then appear, and how truly the
eternal and the self-existent God, when all that are in the graves,
agreeably to His Own prediction-" all that are in the graves
shall hear His voice and shall come forth." How glorious will
He appear, and how truly in character, when He Who appeared
for the Church of God of old, He Who stood for the people of
God when the everlasting Covenant was made, shall stand then
in that great day on their behalf and acknowledge them, and
take them (body and soul united) up to Himself, to be with Him
to all eternity. Oh, how glorious will He be, and how clearly
will be manifested His eternal power and Godhead, when He
shall say in the face of a wicked and once scoffing world, " Thus
shall it be done to those whom the King of heaven delighteth to
honour "-and shall turn to them immediately, and say, " Come,
ye blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you
from the foundation of the world."

Now it is a blessed thing to have Jesus Christ e~alted as He is
in God's precious Word. It is a blessed thing, that we have this
sacred volume, of the truth and inspiration of which we cannot
have the shadow of a doubt-a volume written, as it wete, with
this first and grand and express design, to exhibit Him in all His
glory; for it testifies of Him, we are told, from beginning to
end. And those to whom He is precious think it is a delightful
thing to have Him so, to have Him exalted in this day of open
and public rebuke and infidelity and blasphemy-exalted in this
day when such contempt is poured upon Him and upon His
Sabbath and His ordinances. It is an affecting consideration
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(and we mention it because it may not be known to some here
present), that a very few Sabbaths back, at Fairlop Fair, a
calculation was made by some who were there from good designs
and who were well able to make the calculation, that at the
smallest computation there were sixty thousand persons there
on the Sabbath-breakers of the Sabbath, profaners of it, turning
their backs upon God's ordinance and turning their backs upon
the God of the ordinance; there were not fewer (and supposed
by some to be many more) than sixty thousand persons present
on that occasIon. But this you observe, within a few miles of
the metropolis of the British Empire. Oh, what a sad considera
tion is this. But how delightful to consider that we have One,
in Whom we trust, dwelling in our nature, Who is a Man like
ourselves and can feel for us and for our infirmities, but·Who
is "a mighty God" and "mighty to save." Oh, let Him be
(He is, we doubt not, to several who are here present) " all our
salvation and all our desire"; let our hopes rest upon Him, and
they will rest upon a sure Foundation. Let us rejoice, that
however men may turn their backs upon Him, the true and
spiritual Church is in His hands; and though earth and hell
combine against it, they never can destroy it. Says He, " Upon
this Rock" (that is, Himself) " will I build My Church; and the
gates of hell (that is, the powers of hell) "shall not prevail
against it."

Oh, that He may be, with these few words thus dropped, afre h
endeared to those who have" tasted that the Lord is gracious."
Cleave to Him with all your heart. He is the" mighty God"
and "mighty to save" your precious and immortal soul; and
know that if you can get an interest in Him and are united to
Him, you are His to-day and His to-morrow and His for ever,
for no power can pluck those out of His hands, who have been
once by simple faith committed to His care and keeping. What
an awful word is this-" Without Christ." You will find it in
the second chapter of the Epistle to the Ephesians; "Without
Christ." What an awful wora. But what a blessed word is
this-" In Christ"; "partakers of Christ." These are Scriptural
expressions.' In life and in death, Christ one with our souls.
Oh, cleave to Him with full purpose of heart. He is worth
cleaving to. And were you ever (which we trust you never will
bel-were you ever to have your faith severely tried, it would
be well worth your while to cleave to Him in spite of all trouble
and distress and opposition-to cleave to Him with full purpose
of mind, knowing that He is able to prepare you for and to
support you under, whatever in His wise providence He may
see fit should come upon you.

We will add only one thing more; and it is this, that we learn
from this text a short sweet prayer, which may be used on every
occasion and in connection with everything that has been already
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said. And what is that pI;ayer? You will find it used by' a
remarkabl'e person, and recorded in Scripture. It is only in two
or three words. "Lord, help me "-help me-help me. A very
short, but a very precious prayer. Here is "help laid upon
One" that is " the mighty God"; then what remains, but for
us to turn this into prayer, and to say, " Lord Jesus, my hope
is fixed on Thee, in Thee is my help found, Thou art able to
help me and support me where no other can; Lord help me."
This is a prayer, that suits us every day and at every time of the
day. Whenever temptation is stirring within us and whenever
Satan tempts us, we may lift our hearts to heaven and realize the
Lord Jesus as the" mighty One" designed to help His beloved
people, and say Lord, help me. Whenever you are in danger of
any kind-Lord, help me. Surely you may adopt the very words
whenever. you come into any trial; remembering that He is a
God nigh at hand, not afar off from you, knowing your trials
and knowing the feelings of your hearts, you may lift up these
words to Him. And doubtless you have done it in days that
are past, and had the happiness to find that that help you asked
has been administered at the time and in the circumstances 'you
needed. But even if present help is not afforded, oh, persevere.
Still cry (you may enlarge upon it if you please, but let this be
the burden of your prayer)-Lord, help me. You have a striking
example (at which we have hinted) of one who used this prayer.
It is the woman of Canaan, who came to our Lord and requested
that He would heal her daughter; and He answered her not a
word; and she came and worshipped Him, saying, Lord, help
me, and it entered into His ears and it -entered into His heart,
and immediately He spake the healing word. And such a prayer
will never come from your hearts but it will enter into His ear
and enter into His heart, and He will give you the help you need,
the suited help, in His best and appointed way. And therefore
cast-(and the Lord help you to do so, in a world of sin and
affliction and sorrow and distress, compassing you on every
side)-cast yourselves upon Him ~s your refuge, being persuaded
that He careth for you, and careth as truly and as much for you
as if there were none other upon the face of the earth, whereas
His care extends to all those now upon the face of the earth (and
they are millions, we may hope), who have tasted that He is
gracious, and will extend to all the innumerable number that will
yet rise t: call Him blessed. "Cast all your care upon Him" ;
and He will manifp,st that" He careth for you."

A DIVINE of that age (James I), who was asked by a simple
country gentleman what the Arminians held, answered, with as
much truth as wit, that they held all the best bishoprics and
deaneries in England.-Macaulay's History.
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.ur ~oung JFolks' )1:)agt.

COMFORTABLE WORDS.

MARY RENDALL stood at the window of her bedroom, looking
out at the village street. It was raining, and the scene was
dreary, just toning with Mary's own downcast look. Her thoughts
were full of sadness; at thirty-five she looked back on many
sorrows and trials; she was ·discontented with the present, and
there seemed to be nothing to look forward to. She, with her
widowed mother and elder sister, had "come down" in the
world; having lost their wealth and position, they were living
in rooms in the country. As she gazed out on the wet road,
her mind was full of regrets and disappointments. But Mary
was sensible; she knew idleness would not help her, and she
looked round for something to do.

In an old trunk beside her, she began to hunt for a piece of
embroidery she had not finished. The trunk was lined with
paper, stamped all over with dots; but to-night she noticed for
the first time that underneath the dots the paper was covered
with printing. These words caught her eye: "But seek ye first
the kingdom of God, and His righteousness; and all these things
shall be added unto you."

Mary was greatly struck with these sentences, for they were
quite new to her. I daresay they would be unfamiliar to a great
many people to-day, for there are so few who read and study
the Bible; but it was not surprising in Mary's case, for she
belonged to a Roman Catholic family, and of course the priests
had kept the Bible from her entirely. But now she was yearning
for comfort and help, and she eagerly drank in the words that
came before on being anxious about food and clothing-" Your
Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things." She
went on reading little bits that she could see. Then she turned
everything out of the trunk, and read everiword that was there.
The trunk was lined with part of the Gospel of Matthew, proof
sheets perhaps. "It must be the Bible," said Mary, half afraid
of what she had done. At last she put back the things, took up
the needlework she was looking for, and went downstairs.

But the words rang in her head. "Seek ye first the kingdom
of God and His righteousness." Had she not sought His right
eousness all her life? Yes, she had always been regular at mass
and confession, always fervent in almsgiving and penance; for
the priest had taught her that hell awaited all who were not
devout. She made up her mind to redouble her efforts. When
her embroidery was finished, she would sell it for charity, and
hegin more; she would have hourly seasons for prayer; she
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would sell her jewels to pay for more masses for her dead father;
she would go to confession at 'every opportunity.

All these things she did, and her friends remarked on her zeal,
and admired her devotion. But Mary was deeply unhappy;
her former sadness and discontent seemed nothing beside her
present misery, for light had shone into her soul, revealing all
the evil that was there. She was afraid to read again the words
in her trunk, for they spoke of a righteousness that she had
altogether failed to attain. Her frequent prayers to the Virgin
and saints brought her no comfort.

At last after weeks of conflict and misery, there came an evening
when Mary in desperation opened the trunk again to read. The
light of the setting sun fell directly upon these words: "Come
unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give
you rest."

Mary almost gasped. "What saint said that? " she whispered.
But looking back she soon found out Who said those words
no saint or apostle or angel, but the Lord Jesus Christ Himself.
Down at His feet she fell, crying, " Oh, my Saviour, I come unto
Thee; I seek Thy righteousness; oh save me for Thy mercy's
sake." In that moment the Holy Spirit swept the scales from
her eyes; she saw no man, but Jesus only. Trembling and
agitated as she was, Mary saw at once that the filthy rags of her
own good works were useless; only the spotless garments of
Christ's own righteousness could shclter her before the holy God.
Believing, she rejoiced.

The first thing to do was to get a Bible, and this she did by
asking the man in whose house the Rendalls were lodging to get
one through the clergyman of the parish. He gladly sent her a
copy. She ceased at once to attend the Romish services; but
when her mother realized the change in her daughter, she was
greatly upset and opposed her hotly. Mary held quietly to her
position, only promising that she would not go to a Protestant
place of worship in her mother's lifetime. This was not for long;
a few months later Mrs. Rendall died, still an ardent Romanist.
Then came a few peaceful Sundays in which Mary was able to
attend Church in comfort-not many, for it was only a short time
later that her Saviour called her to her heavenly home.

DAMARIS.

THE LAND OF THEIR CAPTIVITY.

No counsel could have been more Divinely authoritative than
that, which Jeremiah gave to Zedekiah (chapter xxxviii.). The
word of the Lord was, that the king should go forth to the King
of Babylon's princes. His life then, the life of his household,



and the city itself would all be spared: otherwise they would be
desolated. But Zedekiah would not hear, believe or obey. He
refused the word of the Lord to his own undoing. Jeremiah
was kept in the court of the prison (evidently from verse 4 of
chapter xl.) in chains, "and he was there when Jerusalem was
taken." He must often have felt, when his enemies thirsted for
his blood, that there was scarcely a step between him and death.
Now what could he look for beyond a mortal share in the general
destruction? But his life was in the hands of God, not in the
hands of men, and his welfare was at the disposal of Him Who
has all hearts in His hand. The King of Babylon himself gave
charge to the captain of the guard in these words, " Take hiin
and look well to him, and do him no harm; but do unto him
even as he shall say unto thee." In obedience Nebuzar-adan,
loosing him from his chains, said, " I will look well unto thee,"
and gave him, the choice of going to Babylon with him, or of
staying behind with the remnant left. What a change for
Jeremiah to have any choice. God gave him from the hand of
the enemy what he had never received from his own people.
So when he chose to go to Mizpah he was provided with" victuals
and a reward." All this was in accordance with what God had
promised him years before, when Jeremiah, full of care and of
grief, was lamenting his lot. The Lord said to him for his comfort
(chapter xv. 11), "Verily it shall be well with thy remnant:
verily I will cause the enemy to entreat thee well in the time of
evil and in the time of affliction." This is what the apostle says,
that a way of escape will be made, so that they will be able to
bear it. But at Babylon, did they not weep for Jerusalem?
My dear father taught his children to wail in minor key, " By
Babel's streams we sat and wept, when Zion we thought on."
But he taught them also that Daniel was brought by God into
" favour and tender love with the prince of the eunuchs," that
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego had more knowledge, skill
in learning, and wisdom, than all the Chaldeans put together.
And in Babylon God made them a spectacle to men and angels
for all time of what a delivering God can do.

I was thinking that when God puts into His children's hearts a
living desire for the knowledge of His reconciled love, He turns
the land of their nativity into the land of their captivity. In it,

/ He ceases not to deal well with them. Whatever sense the word
" captivity" may have with them: in that sense He deals well
with them. "Mighty enemies" they may have without, " much
mightier" they have within. But all work for good.. Supports,
promises, help of all sorts, comforts and encouragements pursue
them. Forgiveness is theirs and at times confidence. Their
seventy years captivity will end, and He will "in the new
Jerusalem, appoint their souls a place."
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"A RANK CALVINIST."
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FROM SPURGEON'S SERMON ON "THE MULTITUDE BEFORE THE

• THRONE," No. 3403.

I wAS reading the other day a book containing the life of a very
excellent Primitive Methodist minister, and I was grfatly amused
to find in his diary an allusion to myself. He says, ",Went to
Stroud to hear Mr. Spurgeon. He is a rank Calvinist, but a
good man." I was pleased to find that I was a good man, and I
was equally pleased to find that I was a rank Calvinist; and
when I came to review the book I was obliged to say that our
brother was quite correct about my being a rank Calvinist, and
we believed that he was one, too, now that he has gone to heaven.
They are all Calvinists there, every soul of them. They may
have been Arminians on earth. Thousands and millions of them
were; but they are not after they get there, for here is their
song, " Salvation unto our God Which sitteth upon the throne."
That is all my Calvinism. I am sure that is what Calvin preached;
what Augustine preached; what Paul preached; what Christ
would have us preach; and this is what they sing in heaven,
"Salv~tion unto our God Which sitteth upon the throne, and
unto the Lamb." They sing in heaven that it was God that
planned salvation; 'twas God that ordained them to salvation;
'twas God that gave them salvation; 'twas the Lamb that brought
them salvation; 'twas all of God that that salvation was carried
on, and all of God that their salvation was ever perfected.

They do not, one of them, say, " Stop, now; salvation unto
our God. Yes, but still free-will had a hand in it." Oh, no,
no, no; there never was a soul in heaven that ever thought
that. They all feel, w.hen they get there, that although God
never violated their free-wills, yet He made them willing in the
day of His power, and that it was His free grace that brought
them to come and love the Saviour.... This is how they sing
in heaven, then. It is salvation-salvation all of grace; salvation
of which the glory from first to last, must all be given to God,
and to God alone. They exclude themselves. They give no
boasting to themselves. They do not say, " Salvation unto our
better ·nature; salvation to our choicer grace." No, no; but
all unto the Lord, all unto the Lord from first to last.

Well, brethren, some of us will not have to change our note
much when we get there, for that has been the burden of our
song here; it has been the theme of our ministry from our youth
up, " Salvation is of the Lord." We have learned it somewhere
in the same college as that in which Jonah learned that old

ICalvinistic theology. He had to go into the whale's belly to
learn it, and when he came out he said, "Salvation is of the
Lord." ... If a sinner is saved, it is God's work that saves him,
and God must have all the glory of it.
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THE POWER AND INFLUENCE OF ROMAN ISM.

The Church Gazette is the organ of the National Church League.
In its issue for March-April an important and informative article
appears, entitled, "ARE WE BLIND?" It begins by telling us
that Mr. F. W. Ogilvie, Director of the B.B.C. (a Presbyterian
from Northern Ireland) had ceased to occupy that post, and that
Sir Cecil Graves had been appointed along with Mr. Foote as
joint directors of the B.RC. "It was stated," the article says,
"that Sir Cecil -Graves would be responsible for directing the
policy of the RRC. in future." " Sir Cecil Graves is now a Roman
Catholic, although he has not always been one." ".We under
stand," says the article, " that Mr. Brendon Brachen, the Minister
for Information, is a Roman Catholic." We reprint the latter
part of this article so that our readers may see for themselves
what remarkable power and influence ~omanists are exercising
in our professedly Protestant empire, as well as in other parts
of the world. The latter portion of the article is as follows ;-

"The Roman Catholic position is very simple and has been
emphasized by Romanists time and again, and is contained for
us in The Papal Encyclical of June 11th, 1905, which demands
, the public recognition of the authority of the (Roman) Church
in all matters relating in any way to conscience, the subordination
of all State laws to the Divine law of the Gospel, and the harmony
of the two powers civil and ecclesiastical.' If this means anything,
it means that Sir Cecil Graves' first loyalty as a Roman Catholic
is to the Pope and not to the King.

" Pope Gregory XVI said on Aug. 15th, 1832; 'If the Holy
Church so requires, let us sacrifice our own opinions, our know
ledge, our intelligence, the splendid dreams of our imagination,
and the most sublime attainments of the human understanding.'

" That being so, a Roman Catholic in public life may be merely
the mouthpiece for his Church. .

" For years when Roman Catholicism has been criticized our
easy going appeasers in England have ridiculed the idea of the
Roman Church being in any way antagonistic to the Empire.
Surely this War must have opened their eyes to the danger if
they are not blind, just as Japan's attack on America opened
the eyes of the Isolationists there. For what are the facts?
Many could be given, but space prevents more than a few.

"Southern Ireland is predominantly Roman Catholic and is
the only part of the British Empire which did not respond when
the Mother Country was assailed.

"Northern Ireland was keen to have conscription, but the
opposition from the Roman Catholics in Northern Ireland
prevented this being done.
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.. In Canada, it is notorious that it is Roman Catholic-Quebec
which has been, and is, fighting and opposing conscription in that
country (see The Times' leading article, Feb. 2nd, 1942). While
in 1939, Ontario voted 78-0 in favour of support to Britain if
the crisis led to war, nine French Roman Catholic Societies of
Quebec sent a joint telegram to Premier King saying: 'The
entire population of Quebec (i.e., the French RC. population)
absolutely opposed to Canada's participation in foreign War.'

.. In the Ontario legislature a French Roman Catholic demanded
that editors of publications criticizing the Roman Catholic Church
and the Pope should be interned for their efforts to upset Canadian
unity. An RC. M.P. in the Canadian House of Commons
demanded that Dr. Shields, a Baptist Minister of Toronto, should
be silenced pfficially for exposing the baneful influence of the
Quebec' Hierarchy. .Boude, Mayor of Montreal, urged non
registration of Quebec citizens and was interned .

.. The Roman Catholics in Australia united to prevent con
scription for overseas forces, and are now crying out that England
has not defended them better.

.. Vichy France, Roman Catholic to a man, has been treacherous
in her dealings with England. The critical position in wnich we
find ourselves to-day in the Far East is due largely to the Vichy
Roman Catholic Government. Let us remember that the Vichy
regime has the P-apal blessing.

.. In the U.S.A., the leaders of Isolationism and fermentors of
strife and strikes in order to hamper American efforts to help
England, were frankly Roman Catholic.

.. The trade unionists in Australia realized this, as a statement in
The Australian Church Record of October last quotes a statement
by a trade unionist that' -We fight not only Capitalism, but the
Roman Catholic Actionists in the Trade Union Movement . . .
the unionists are beginning to wake up to the very unfair 'squeezing
out' methods of the Roman Church. . . . For long she has
tried to win her way by , perversion '-but her numbers do not
increase; now she has definitely determined to win through by
working her way through her lay people into strategic positions,
and gradually ousting non-Romans. More and more our Public
Services, including our railway department, are being brought
under Roman control ... in our public schools, designated
GODLESS by the priests of the Roman persuasion, the percentage
of Roman teachers is said to be growing out of all proportion
to the number of Roman children taught in Government schools.'

.. It is amazing how Roman Catholics' accidentally' find them
selves in positions of trust and secrecy. The Editor of The
Radio Times a few years ago was a Roman Catholic, and we have
heard of no change being made. It is common knowledge that
RCs. largely dominate the Foreign Office. It is rumoured that
the Prime Minister's Private Secretary, and certainly Mr.
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Roosevelt's Private Secretary, are both Roman Catholic.
Strange coincidences, which probably only Rome can explain.

" Our tolerant English people are no doubt saying, ' But what
matter if this is so, we are fighting for liberty and freedom and
the principles of righteousness.' The answer is simple, 'In
Abyssinia as soon as the Italian forces got control, every Protestant
missionary was driven out and not allowed to re-enter that land.
Freedom thus being destroyed."

"Roman Catholic Franco with the aid of the Italian and
German Legionaries won the Spanish Civil War, and as a result
300 Protestant places of worship in Spain are now reduced to
ten. Nearly all Protestant Sunday schools are closed, and the
Ministry of Education writes, ' We must be absolutely intolerant
to ideas and views that ,are contrary to the Roman Catholic
Church.' Freedom indeed.

"Bibles of the Bible Society have been confiscated. The
President of the Madrid Y.M.C.A. was sentenced to thirty years
imprisonment for his religious convictions. A shipment of
110,000 Bibles and Gospels sent by the British and Foreign Bible
Society to Spain were confiscated and converted into cellulose.

" In Canada, in the Province of Quebec, Bibles and Religious
Tracts may not be distributed and the National Anthem cannot
be sung in Roman Catholic Churches without special permission.

" It may not be generally known that the Roman Church even
to-day is very sympathetic to Japan. As late as April, 1941.
after all the Japanese atrocities in China, the Pope was able to
say to the Japanese Foreign Minister: 'I have sent my Apostolic
Blessing to your dear, far off country.' The Pope blessed
Matsuoka, said he was a great statesman and pinned a medal
on him.

" We could write much more. Hitler himself, originator of all
present day troubles is a baptized Roman Catholic', so is Goebbels,
so is Goering, so is Mussolini, so is Petain, so is Darlan, so is
Weygand. Last, but not" least, so is the notorious Haw Haw,
the renegade Englishman educated by the Jesuits in Ireland.
Remarkable coincidences.

" In'the light of the above, are we unreasonable in demanding
that Sir C. Graves and all other Roman Catholics in positions of
authority in the B.B.C. shall go, failing which Englishmen will
refuse to pay another single licence towards the work of that
mighty organization.

" When we realize that our brothers and sons and husbands
and fathers have lost their lives and are hazarding their lives
needlessly, because of Roman Catholic refusal to grant us the
use of the Irish Ports, because of Roman C;ltholic betrayal of
Indo-China, and because of the obvious connivance of official
Roman Catholicism with all the horrors of to-day, we may well
ask, 'Are we blind or just mad? ' "
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THE WELLSPRING OF PURE ENGLISH. By Newman Watts.
Pp. 20. Price Is. net. (The London Journalist Publishing
House, 50, Ladydell Road, Worthing, Sussex.)

This is a deeply interesting pamphlet of nine chapters. In
the author's view the Bible is the" Wellspring of Pure English,"
and the pamphlet is an appeal for the reading and study of the
Bible for the purpose of the preservation of pure English in the
prose ilnd poetry of to-day. The author has himself read the
Bible every day of his life for nearly forty years, and he says,
" It entrances me more to-day than ever" (p. 15). One of his
chapters is on " Simplicity, Clarity, and Beauty of expression."
He says, " Seventy-five per cent of the words of the New Testa
ment are monosyllables," and he adds, " Not only the short word
but the short sentence is a necessity to clarity" (pp. 3, 4). We
have often felt that there is great need for men who are regarded
as scholars, and especially for Christian scholarly writers, to be
really simple, clear and intelligible both in what they write and
in what they say. The profoundest truths of the Bible are written
in language that is simple and clear. This pamphlet is well
worth reading.

"THE LAMB IS THE LIGHT THEREOF." A poem by the Rev.
T. Pittaway, M.A. Pp. 10. Price about 6d. (From the
author, Rector of Rodden, Frome, Somerset.)

This poem is printed in large type and is very neatly got up.
Tlie author seems to be specially endowed with poetic gifts and
he is constantly using them. The Lamb is the Light 'of the
heavenly Jerusalem, and those who read this poeIll will be
convinced that the Lamb shines prominently on every page.
The Lamb is its great theme.

BECAUSE OF THE WEATHER. By G. F. V. Pp. 20. Price 2d.
Special rates for free '-(l.istribution. (G. F. Valiance Ltd.,
Ambassador Office, Easton, Woodbridge, Suffolk.)

This pamphlet clearly shows that many of our successes in
the present war might be said to be " because of the weather."
Our disasters also are often said to be " because of the weather."
But Who sent the weather? The writer shows that God is
behind the weather, and that He is exercising His sovereign
power both for us and against us. Our many setbacks are not
due to mere chance. God is controlling all the events of tpe war.
The author says, " No matter what our human effort may be,
it can all be destroyed by God in a moment by the breath of His
mouth. It needs only some unexpected element in the weather
to upset all man's calculations." There is great need for really
national repentance and a national dependence on God's mercy,
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wisdom, and power, if we are to win the war. There are some
expressions in this pamphlet which we do not endorse, but speaking
generally it is worthy of being widely circulated.

CONCORDANCE TO PROPHECY. By Miss A. M. Guy. Pp. 32.
Price od., or 5s. per dozen, post paid. (Sovereign Grace
Advent Testimony, Mr. G. H. Fromow, 9, Milnthorpe Road,
Chiswick, London, W.4.)

This is a very complete and comprehensive guide to prophetic
study, broken up into eleven sections. There are hundreds of
Scripture references. It contains an illustrative map of the
Roman Empire. Attractively printed and well worthy of study.
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Extracts from our Correspondence.
From Winchester: "My sister and I do love the sweet messages in the GOSPEL

}I....GAZINE, so full of comfort and help."
Staplehurst: "The December issue was extra sweet to me, thinking of my two

dear ones who have so recently joined that part of the' Family in Heaven.' "
From Bedfordshire: "I should like to repeat what I have written you before, -I

how much my friends and myself appreciate the GOSPEL MAGAZINE."
From Ohio: "Preaching the whole truth grows less and less. That is why we

. prize the GOSPEL MAGAZINE which so fearlessly exalts God's sovereignty."
From North Wales: "Mrs. Smith, who is in her 'Hundredth year, has been a

subscriber to the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for over Sixty years, and she sends a guinea
for the Magazine Fund."

From Cirencesler: "I just love the MAGAZINE. I thanked Him during my
first night'in the firing line, at the Dardanelles (1914-18). I have, in my poor way,
tried to serve Him since, greatly helped by your many writings, indeed by the
whole MAGAZINE, often reading it two or three times. May God bless you all."

From Birkenhead: "It is the kindness and mercy of God to have upheld and
bless.ed this MAGAZINE for so many years, and is 'still upholding it to the comfort
and encouragement of many of His dear people, and as a witness of His truth against
the many errors that abound."

From Sheffield: "Our little cause sends a copy of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE to
all our young people serving in the forces." (A good example.-Editor.) ,

From- South Africa: "May the MAGAZINE be more abundantly blessed in the
future than even in the past."
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