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If Who comfortdh us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them
which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted

of God."-2 CORIXTHIANS i. 4.

SECRE.T THINGS.
.. The secret things belong unto the Lord our Cod; but those
things which are revealed belong unto us and ~o our children
for ever, that we ma,Y do all the words of this law."
DEUTERONOMY xxix 29.

.. The secret of the Lord is with them that fear him."
PSALM xxv. 14.

THESE two passages of Scripture speak of .. secret things." The
first refers to secret things which stand in contrast to revealed
things. The former belong unto the Lord our God. They are
things which He has not thought fit to reveal. They are things
.which are hidden even from His own people. The' second text
speaks of secret things which God communicates not to' the world at
large, but to them that fear Him. The teaching of both these
passages is needed by the members of the Lord's family and is there
fore suitable for" IThe Famil,Y Portion."

1. First, notice that there are some secret things which remain
a secret. They are things which are not revealed, things which we
do not understand, thing~ which God in His sovereignty has not
deigned to make known unto us. For example, we do not under
stand the truth of God's eternity.· He is, He was, and He is to
come. He has had no beginning and will have no ending. The
eternity of God's being is a great truth, but how it could be is a
secret. Wc; receive and believe the great doctrine of - the Trinity,
but how there can be three Persons in the Godhead, and yet that
there is only one God, is a secret to us. Or. Gill says, .. There
are many things in nat~re, which cannot be found out and accounted
for by men, which the' Lord only knows; and there are many things
in providence, which are unsearchable and past finding out by finite
minds, especially the h'ue causes and reasons of them; and there
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are many things relating to God Himself, which remain secret with
Him, notwithstanding the revelation He has made of Himself."

The Apostle Paul says, .. How unsearchable are His judgments
and His ways past finding out"! (IRom.. xi. 33). Though we
know that, .. The Lord is righteous in all His ways and holy in
all His works," yet His ways are often a secret to us, and remain
a secret, and we must be content to aoquiese in His decision to
withhold from us a full explanation of His ways. Such an explana
tion is a secret which He in His sovereignty chooses to withhold from
His creatures. To kick against the .undiscoverable ways of God is
to forget who we are. The Apostle says, .. Who art thou that
repliest against God? Shall the thing formed say to Him that
formed it, Why hast thou made me thus?" (Rom. ix. 19, 20).
When the Apostles said, .. Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again
the kingdom of Israel?" our Lord answered, .. It is not for you to
know the times or the seasons, which the F at'her hath put in His
own power" (Acts i. 6, 7). For the time being the answer to
their question was a secret which belonged unto the Lord.

So although it is no secret to us that the Lord is returning to
receive His people unto Himself, it is a secret as to the day and the
hour when He will come. To fix the day and the hour as some
have done is to go beyond what God has revealed. We must be
content to remain ignorant of unrevealed secrets. They belong to the
Lord. Doubtless the Lord's peqple will know many things in
heaven which they do not know now, but even in heaven there will
no doubt be many things which may still remain a secret to us~

Elihu, in the Book of Job, says, .. That God is greater than man."
We often forget that, and Elihu goes on and says, .. Why dost
thou strive against Him?' for He giveth not account of any of His
matters" (Job xxxiii. 13). We need to humbly and meekly acknow
ledge that God is under no obligation to man to explain everything.
We must be content not to know what He withholds from us.
Thus there are secrets which may remain secrets permanently, and
there are things now secret to l\.S which, through God's grace, we
shall know in the eternal future. His ways are higher than our
ways, anQ His thoughts are higher than our thoughts. (See Isaiah
Iv. 9). The secrets which He has not revealed belong unto the
Lord our God. Let us humbly acknowledge this.

2. Secondly, notice that many things may be called secrets which
are revealed. The things which are revealed are found in the inspired
Scriptures. Though revealed, the great majority of mankind are
incapable of" knowing them. Spiritual truth requires spiritual eyesight
to see and understand it. Being spiritually dead, the natural man
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lS incapable of receiving and understanding spiritual truth. .. The
natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they
are foolishness unto him; neither can he know them, because they
are spiritually discerned" (I Cor. ii. 14).

The whole Bible may be spoken of as .. the things of the Spirit
of God," for all Scripture is given by inspiration of ~od. No human
reporter was present when God created the heaven and the earth,
the sea, and all that in them is, but God has revealed the record of
(;reation for our instruction. No human reporter was present when the
devil and his angels rebelled against their Creator, but God has
revealed their rebellion in His Word. No human reporter was
present when the hrst human sin was committed, but the record of
it is revealed. All &ripture is a Divine revelation, but the Divine
Author is needed to enable men to understand and welcome its
saving truth.

Men are spiritually blind naturally, and they may in addition' be
judiciall)) blinded because they have gone on rejecting the truth which
they have heard.

If a man's eyes are spiritually opened to see what a sinner he
is, and to see Christ as the Divinely-appointed Saviour, he will come
to Christ and trust in His merits, but Christ says," 0 man can
come to me, except the Father which hath sent Me draw him: and
I will raise him up at the last day." The sinner must be Divinely
quickened and drawn ere he will come to Him who alone can save
him. Till that takes place he rejects the truths of revelation, regards
them, more or less, as foolish, and is incapable of knowing them as
revealed, Hence our Lord opened the understanding of the disciples
that they might understand the Scriptures. Hence, too, the psalmist
felt the need of praying, .. Open Thou mine eyes that I may behold
wondrous things out of Thy law." (See Luke xxiv. 45; Acts xvi.
14; Psalm cxix. 18,) •

3, Thirdly, notice that .. the secret of the Lord is with them
that fear Him," .. Them that fear Him" are His regenerated and
believing people. The revealed secrets of God are clearly made
known to them, Bible revelations, which are dark to unregenerated
people, are opened up to the members of the Lord's family. God
graciously treats them as friends., We tell our secrets to our friends,
and God graciously takes His own people into friendly relationships.
He revealed to Noah His purpose to destroy the world of the un
godly. At hrst Noah only knew of this secret purpose. The world
probably was told it when Noah became a preacher of, righteous
ness, and when he probably explained why he was building the ark.
His hearers, however, went on rejecting the revelation of this pur



pose. God said of Abraham, .. Shall I hide from Abraham that
thing which I do]" when He was about to destroy Sodom, because
its sin was grievous (Gen. xviii. I 7). He treated Abraham as a
friend and told him a secret.

So the Lord Jesus said to His .disciples, .. Henceforth I call you
not servants; for .the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth: but
I have called you friends; for all things that I have heard of My
Father I have made known unto you" (John xvi. 15).

God by His Spirit guides His people more or less into all truth.
Hence they know increasingly the secret things which God has
revealed. No doubt, ho~ever, there are degrees amongst God's
people in their apprehension of Divine truths, All Scripture is both
inspired and profitable, but ignorance of Scripture does not profit. and
even real believers may be lamentably ignorant of much Scripture
truth through their failure to meditate therein day and night. ot
only are the men of the world guilty of Bible ignorance, but even
many of God's people fail to study their Bibles-the whole of
their Bibles-regularly and prayerfull]} and mee/el]}. The Scriptures
were written for Qur learning, but learning requires study, prayerful
dependance on the Divine Teacher. and a very meek readiness to
receive and believe all the Divine Teacher makes known to us. We
need to .. receive with meekness the engrafted Word." We are
prone to kick against some of the truths which God has revealed,
and to rebel against some of His ways. Such rebellion is sin.

God graciously reveals His secrets, the true explanations of His
Word, to His meek-spirited people in greater or less degree, but it is
true that .. His way is in the sea, and His path in the great waters,
and His footsteps are not known" (Psalm lxxix. 19). He does
not tell us the why and the wherefore of all His ways. Yet we
jrnow that all His disciplinary ways are .. for our profit" though
we may not be able to see it at the time. (See Hebrews xii. 10.)
Many ask, "Why does God allow war?" If they studied their
Bibles more they would see that God not only allows war, but
sends it as a punishment for national sin. (See II Chronicles xxxvi.
14-20.)

If the secret of the Lord is with us. if He has taught us His
revealed truth, we shall humbly acknowledge that we are hell-deserving
sinners, that Christ died for our sins and redeemed us from the curse
of the law, that God in rich mercy has chosen us in Christ before
the foundation of the world, that He has called us by His grace,
justified us through Christ's blood and righteousness, and that He
will certainly bring us to heavenly glory in His own' good time.
Blessed indeed are they who are Divinely taught, Divinely sought.
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Divinely brought and eventually Divinely made to expenence a place
in the everlasting kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ.

4. Fourthly, let us notice that the things that are revealed belong
unto us and to our children for ever.

They belong unto us. God in rich mercy has revealed them in
His Word. But they are of no use to those whose Bibles are
left an the shelf, and to whom the Bible is a neglected book. When
read under the influence of the Spirit, they are able to make us wise
unto salvation through faith which' is in Christ Jesus. It also pleases
God through the preaching of these things to save them that b;lieve.
But the preaching of the Gospel does not benefit empty pews. If
our Bibles are closed books and our Churches and Chapels-such
places, we mean, where God's revealed Gospel truth is preached
if these places are empty on the Lord's day, then the revealed
truths of the Gospel do no good to the growing multitudes who
hear them not.

o let it not be true that any of the Lord's family neglect the
daily, prayerful and meek study of the things that 'are revealed. And
let it not be true of any ~f the Lord's family that they forsake the
assembling of themselves together on the Lord's day, morning and
evening, to hear the revealed Word of God. (See Heb. x. 25.)
In this growing national failure to honour God's name, His day, and
His Word, let no member of His family have a share, in however
slight a degree. If there is no faithful ministry near your home, let
two or three or more gather together in a house in Christ's name.

But. notice further that the thin'gs that are revealed belong also to
our children. But how are the children to know them? Here comes
in parental responsibility. .. Thou shalt teach them diligently unto
thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house,
and when thou walkest by the way, .and when thou liest down, and
when thou risest up" ·(Deut vi. 7). Thou, the parent, shalt do
this. 0 parents, beware of leaving the religious instruction of your
children to sacerdotalists and modernists. These men do not teach
the revealed, pure truth of God. Hence, thou, the parent, must see
to it that thy children are taught those great, revealed truths of God's
Word which ~e able thr<>ugh God's infinite grace to make them
wise unto salvation through taith which is in Christ Jesus. Your
children's eternal salvation is the chief thing about which you should
be concerned. Be diligent then to use every right means to that
end, both on the weekday and on the Lord's day, THE EDITOR

(Thomas H oughton).

WhitiDgton Vicarage, Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn, Norfolk.
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THE TEACHING OF THE ORTHODOX CHURCH

THE Orthodox Church includes the Church of Russia. the Church
of Greece, the Church of Yugoslavia, the Church of Rumania, the
Church of Georgia, the Church of Poland. .

The recent visit of the Archbishop of York to the Metropol~tan

Sergius, who has now been elected Patriach of Moscow and All
Russia, makes it important that Evangelical Protestants should know
something about the teaching of the Orthodox Church. Or. Garbett,
Archbishop of York, bore to the Russian Orthodox Church in
Moscow a letter signed by the Archbishop of Canterbury sending
greetings of fraternal love to Sergius. now Patriarch of Moscow and
All Russia. The letter we understand conveyed .. the deep sym
pathy of the Church of England (to the Orthodox Church) in its
sufferings at the ·hands of the Nazi oppressors in the occupied lands
of Russia."

No doubt we all feel grieved at the tyranny and cruelty of the
Nazis both in Russia and in other countries; and we shall rejoice
when God in His mercy shall deliver all the nations from the
terrible sufferings they have been enduring at the hands of German
leaders.

For many years, however, there seems to have been a growing
tendency amongst leaders in the Church of England to fraternise with
the leaders of the Orthodox Church. The same thing has occurred
in regard to the Church of Rome. The question arises, should this
fraternisation continue? While we should be courteous in our deal
ings with all men, yet we are warned in Scripture to beware of·.
false teaching. The Apostle Paul told the: 'elders of E.phesus that
men would arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples
after them. .. Therefore." he said, .. watch and remember, that by
the space of three years I ceased not to warn everyone night and
day with tears" (Acts xx. 30, 31).

We possess a book published in 1931 called' The Ortho'dox Church
by the Very Reverend Michael Constantinides, Greek Archimandrite,
Dean of the Greek Cathedral Church of St. Sophia, London. The
volume contains an interesting account of the history of the Orthodox
Church, and Part III deals with the teaching of that Church.
About that teaching we propose to write.

1. First, we would draw attention to its teaching on the Rule of
.Fa;lh. The teaching of the Reformers and the teaching of Scrip-
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ture, we believe, is that the Bible alone is our Rule of Faith and
practice. .. The Orthodox Church (however) derwes her teaching
from two sources: the Holy Scriptures and· the Holy Tradition.
These two sources in the Orthodox estimation are of equal value and
complete 'each other. . . . It is evidently impossible that the Holy
:Scriptures should contain all the teaching of our ,Lord and His
Apostles whidi at the' beginning was transmitted orally. There~

fore it follows that the - Holy Tradition is older than the Holy
Scriptures. . . . The Church is the vigilant guardian of the Holy
Scriptures and the Holy Tradition. As guardian of the Holy
Scriptures it preserves the canonical books, and as guardian of the
Holy Tradition it preserves and distinguishes the genuine from the
false tradition " (pp. 147-149). The doctrine of the Church of
Rome on the Rule of Faith is much the same as that of the
Orthodox Church. The Council of Trent said that it .. receives and
venerates with equal pious affection the books both of the Old and
New Testament, and the traditi01ls themselves, whether pertaining
to faith or manpers, as having been orally dictated by Christ or by
the Holy Ghost, and preserved by cottinuous succession in the Church
Catholic." (Dr. Boultbee on The Thirt}rNine Ar~cles, pp. 51, 52.)

The mind of the Reformers is expressed in Article vi. :' Of the
sufficiency of the Holy Scriptures for salvation." .. Holy Scripture,"
the Article says, .. containeth all things necessary to salvation: so
that whatsoever is not read therein, nor may be proved thereby,
is not to be required of any m~n, that it should be believed as
an article of the Faith, or be thought requisite or necessary to
salvation." The First Homily, in keeping with the Article says,
"!Let us diligently search for the well of life in the books of the
Old and New Testament, and not run to the stinking puddles of
men's traditeons, devised by men's imaginations for our justification
llnd salvation."

.. It is unnecessary," says Dr. Boultbee, .. to refer to the Con~

fessions of other Protestant Churches, as they are notoriously one
with the English Church on this head."

We may add that the Lutheran Princes of Germany presented
a Protest to the diet of Spires in 1529 in which they said, .. We
are resolved, by the grace of God, to maintain the pure and exclusive
leaching of His only Word, such as it is contained in the Biblical
books of the Old and New Testament, without adding anything
thereto that may be contrary to it. This Word is the only truth; it is
the sure rule of all docfrine and of all life, and can never fail or deceive
us. He who builds on this foundation shall stand against all the
powers of hell, whilst all the human vanities that are set up against It
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shall fall before the face of God." .. All Scripture is given by
inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for i~struction in righteousness; that the man of God may
be perfect, throughly' furnished unto I all good works" (II Tim.
iii. 16, 17).

All Scripture is thus Divinely inspired and fully sufficient for faith
and practice. Every man of God is thoroughly furnished unto all
good works by the Scriptures alone.

Dr. Salmon, in his Infallibility of the Church, p. 135, says,
.. For any saying, or action, or doctrine of our Lord not contained
in the Bible, there is really not so much evidence as the editor of a
respectable newspaper requires before he admits an announcement
into his columns."

The Westminster Confession of Faith, chapter 1, 6, says, .. The
whole counsel of God, concerning all things necessary foor His own
glory, man's salvation, faith, and life, is either expressly set down
in Scripture, or by good and necessary consequence may be deduced
from Scripture; unto which nothing at any time is to be added,
whether by new revelations of t/lie Spirit, or traditions of men."

2. The OrthddoiX Church teaches th~t the Church as a whole is
infallible. .. Individuals and separate local Churches may err (Acts
xx. 30): but the Church, represented by all her Bishops in a
General Council, is infallible" (pp. 154, 155). That is, it is
claimed that the Church .. represented by all her Bishops in a
General Council" is incapable of erring. We know of no Scripture
which teaches this doctrine, nor do we know of any Scripture which
teaches that Bishops" are necessary to the existence of a Church.
Some say they are necessary to the well-being of a Church. That,
too, is a doctrine which cannot, we think, be proved by Scripture,
Certainly, Episcopal Churches to-day whether Romish or Protestant,
have grievously departed from the great principles of the Reformation,
and non-Episcopal Churches are by no means free from error and
worldliness. The principles and doctrines of a" Protestant Church
may be true to the Bible and the Reformation and yet its leaders
may have grievously departed from Bible and Reformation truths.

The twenty-first Article of the Church of England on .. The
Authority of General Councils," says, .. When they be gathered
together {forasmuch as they be an assembly of men, whereof all
be not governed with the Spirit and Word of God), they may err,
and sometimes have erred, even in things pertaining unto God.
Wherefore things ordained by them as necessary t.o salvation have
neither strength nor authority, unless it may be declm-ed that they
be tal~n out of holy Scripture."
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The Westminster Confession of Faith, chapter 3 1, 4. says,
.. All Synods or Councils since the Apostles' times, whether general
or particular, may err: and many have erred; therefore they are not
to be made the rule of faith or practice."

The nin,eteenth Article of the Church of England says, .. As the
Church of Jerusalem, Alexanaria, and Antioch, have erred; so also
the Church of Rome hath erred; not only in their living and manner
of Ceremonies, but also in matters of Faith." Thus the Reformers
deny infallibility to the Churches of Jerusalem, Alexandria and
Antioch, and als,o to the Church of Rome.

3. Thirdly, the Orthodox Church teaches salvation through the
Sacraments.

It is said that .. The Sacraments are those holy services instituted
by our Lord Jesus Christ b}) which through outward and visible signs
the invisible Divine grace is conve])ed to the faithful for their regener~

ation. justification. and sanctification. . " The most essential thing
in the Sacrament is the Divine Grace, which is oonveJ)ed through them
to the Faithful. The grace transmitted through the Sacraments is
necessary to salvation."

We understand by this statement that the Grace of God through
which a sinner is born again. justified. ~\l1d sanctified, is conveyed
only through the Sacraments. It follows thern that except a sinner is
baptised with water he cannot be regenerated: justified or sanctified.
What about the Old Testament saints? What about the penitent
thief? He evidently was never baptised with water, nor did he
receive the Lord's supper. Yet the Lord said to him... Verily I
say unto thee. To-day shalt thou be with me in paradise" (Luke
xxiii, 43). Again we are told. .. That the administration of the
Sacrament should affect the Faithful it must be aqmin.istered b]) a
Bishop or Priest canonicall]) ordained. The administration of a
sacrament by a layman is not permitted. The sacrament thus
administered is null and void." In a footnote, however, we read,
.. A layman can baptize only when a priest is not available (pp. 156,
157).

Normally then a sacrament is .. null and void" unless ad~inistered

by .. a Bishop or priest canonically ordained." The baptism of
Presbyterians, Baptists and Independents is thus null and void.
Their ministers, according to Orthodox teaching, are not canonically
ordained. The grace that saves therefore has not been transmitted to
the members of these Churches: Hence, presumabl]) the]) are all
unsaved.

With regard to the Lord's Supper we read, .. In the Sacrament
of the Holy Eucharist, under the kinds of bread and wine, we
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partake of the B~dy and the Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
for remission of sins and eternal life."

Now it is true' that Christ's blood was shed for many for the
remission of sins. That is to say, His blood, shed for His people,
secured the remission of their sins, but we are nowhere taught that the
partaking of the bread and wine in th'e Lord's supper is the means
wher;eby sins are remitted.

Again, we are told that, .. Both the New Testament and Holy
Tradition bear witrfess to the real presence of our Lord in the Holy
Eucharist. The change of the bread and the wine into the Body and
Biood of our Lord, being a miracle, can be compared with that of
the Creation and the Incarnation." Further we read, .. The
immediate consequence of the change of the bread ana the wine into

• the Body and Blood of Christ is: ( 1) That our Lord is wholly
present in both kinds and in every particle of them, and (2) that the
one and the same Body and Blood of our Lord is present in all the
Churches of Christ where the Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist is
administered." This is what we are. accustomed to call the Romish
dourine of Transubstantiation, a doctrine thoroughly repudiated by
our Reformers.

Article twenty-eight, drawn up by our English Reformers, says,
.. Transubstantiation '(OJ: the change of the substance of Bread and
Wine) in the Supper of the Lord, cannot be proved by Holy Writ,
but it is repugnant to the plain words of Scripture, overthroweth
the nature of a Sacrament, and hath given occasion to many
superstitions."

The Westminster Confession of Faith (chapter 29, 6) says, .. The
doctrine which maintains a change of the substance o.f bread and
wine into the ·substance of Christ's ,body and bloo-d (commonly called
Transubstantiation) by consecration of a priest, or by any other way,
is repugnant not to Scripture alone, but even to common sense and
reason; overthroweth the nature of the Sacrament; and hath been
and is the cause of manifold superstitions, yea, of gross idolatries."

Another statement i~ the book called .. The Orthodox Church,"
calls' for our attention. We read, .. All the Faithful, including
infants, must receive the Holy Eucharist. ,Such a. practice derives
from the words of our Lord, • Except you eat the flesh of the
Son of man, and drink His blood, you have no life in you.'
Consequently infants too must not be deprived 'Of life," The words
of our Lord referred to, occur in the sixth chapter of John's Gospel
(v. 53). When the Lord uttered those words the Lord's Supper
had not been jnstituted, and the context shows that the words are
to be taken figuratively. The Lord could not possibly have referred. to
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the literal eating of His body and blood. The eating of blood was
forbidden by the law which he had given to Moses. If the Lord's
human body and blood were literally eaten, it would long ago have
ceased to exist. The eating and drinking of which He here speaks,
is a spiritual feeding upon His atoning work. It is through feeding
by faith on Him as our holy Substitute that we are saved. He says,
.. I am the bread of life: he that cometh to Me shall never h~nger;

and he that believeth on Me shall never thirst" (John vi. 35).
The spiritual hunger of the sinner is satisfied, when, through God's
infinite grace, he comes to Christ and trusts in l;fis blood and
righteousness.

Hence He says, .. This is the will of Him that sent Me, that
everyone which seeth the Son, and believeth on Him, may have
everlasting life: and I will raise him up at the last day" (John
vi. 40). .. He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life," not
he tnat eateth bread and wine in the Lord's Supper (John iii. 3,6).
Neither infants nor grown up people are excluded from eternal life
merely because they have not partaken of bread and wine in the
Lard's Supper.

We read again, .. The Holy Eucharist is not only a sacrament;
but also a sacrifice offered .to God for ourselves. It is not only a
sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, but also a propitiatOr}} sacrifice.
As such it is offered for all pres.ent and absent, the quick and the
dead" (p. 160).

We respectfully deny that the Lord's supper is a sacrifce of any
kind. The be iever's heart is full of thanksgiving and praise that his
Divine Lord offered Himself as a sacrifice for his sins, but the
calling to mind of that sacrifice is not itself a sacrifice. The
Reformers in the Homily concerning the sacrament said, .. We must
then take heed, lest, of the memory, it be made a sacrifice."

or is the Lord's supper a propitiatory sacrifice. Christ's
propitiatory sacrifice was offered once for all on the cross. He was
.. once offered to bear the sins of many." After He had offered
one sacrifice for sins for ever, (He) sat down on the right hand
of God." .. It is finished," He cried ,vith a loud voice, .. and
He bowed His head, and gave up the Ghost" (Hebrews ix. 28;
x. 12; John xix. 30).

The Romish Council of Trent says, .. If anyone shaH affirm that
the sacrifice of the Mass is only one of praise and thanksgiving,
or a bare commemoration of the sacrifice accomplished on the cross,
but not propitiator]}; or that it only profits the receiver, and ought
not to be offered for the living and the dead, for sirns, punishments.
satisfactions, and other necessities, let him be anathema" (see Dr.
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Boultbee on The Thirty-nine Articles, p. 269). Against the teaching
of both the Romish and Orthodox Churches, our Reformers headed
their Thirty-first Article with the words, .. Of the one oblation of
Christ finished upon the Cross." Then they say, .. There is none
other satisfaction for sin, but that alone," that is, the one oblation
finished on the Cross. Then they go ,on to say, .. Wherefore the
sacrifices of Masses, in tne which it was commonly said, that the
Priest did offer Christ for the quick and the dead, to have remission
of pain or guilt, were blaspehmous fables, and dangerous deceits."

The Westminster Confession of Faith (chapter 29, 2) says,
.. The Popish sacrifice of the Mass, as they call it, is most abominably
injurious to Christ's one only sacrifice, the alone p,rotpitiahon for all
the sins of the elect."

I

4. Fourthly, the Orthodox Church teaches many other errors to
which we can only briefly allude.

They hold that there are seven sacraments

There is the sacrament of penance. In this sacrament .. God.
through the confessor, forgives the sins committed after baptism by
the person who confesses his sins and sincerely repents of them"
(p. 160). We believe that God Himself abundantly pardons the
sinner who comes to Him trusting in the merits of our Lord Jesus
Christ.

Apostolic Succession. .. Apostolic succession is fundamental to
the Church. Without he former the latter is unthinkable." .. All
the Bishops, by succession trace their ordination tcl the Apostles
themselves" (p. 161). Evidently it is believed that no bishop
means no Church. Presbyterians, Baptists and Independents are not
churches at all, according to this doctrine.

Prayers for the Dead are taught by the Orthodox Church
(p. 162) .

.Invocation of Saints is taught by the Orthodox Church. .. We
ask their intercessions with God." In regard to the Virgin Mary
it is said, .. We beseech Her intercessions before God and Her Son,
our Lord Jesus Christ; for our strengthening in the way of virtue."

.. We believe that by the Grace of God she did not commit any
actual sin" (p. 163).

Ikons and Relics. .. We venerate also the sacred Ikons and
Relics. With regard to ikons, this veneration according to the decisions
and canons of the Seventh Ecumenical Council relates, not to the
sacred images as such, but to their pr~totypes, i.e. to the persons whom
they represent" (p. 163-). The veneration of ikons or images or
pictures and relics IS perilously near the sin of idolatry, however

•
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much it is explained away. Our Reformers declared in Article xxii .•
.. The Romish doctrine concerning purgatory, pardons, worshipping
and adoration, as well of images as of reliques, and also invocation
of Saints, is a fond thing vainly invented. and grounded upon no
warranty of Scripture, but rather repugnant to the Word of God."

The Second Commandment distinctly says, .. Thou shalt not maqe
unto tJree any graven image, or anJ,l lil~eness of anything that is in
heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water
under the earth. Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them nor
serve them." The maqing of images or likenesses for purposes of
worship is distinctly forbidden. (See also Deut. iv. 15-19).

The lat~ Canon A. R: F ausset says, .. The Roman and Greek
CatholIcs violate the Second Commandment in the adoration of th~
eucharistic mass, the bowing before images, etc.. and go perilously
near violating the first in the Divine titles wherewith they invoke the
Virgin Mary" (Critical and ExpostiorJ,l Bible CJ,lclopoedia, p. 304).

These facts on the teaching of the Orthodox Church show surely
that in very ma,ny respects there is nothing to choose between the
errors of the Church of Rome and the errors of the Orthodox Church.
The Thirty-nine Articles are assented to by all the ministers of the
Church of England. In repudiating the chief errors of the Church
of Rome as referred to' in those 'Articles, similar errors of the
Ofthodo~ Church are also repudiated.

How then can we fraternise with either Church or be indifferent
to the serious departures from Bible truth which characterize them
both? Faithfulness to God and His Word surely demands that we
should recognise that there can be no communion between the darkness
of error and the light of God's revealed truth. The Editor of
The English Churchman rightly says, .. The truth of the matter is
that both Moscow and Rome are ecclesiastically unreformed. Both
hold to the dangerous fable of transubstantiation, though- there may
be different shades of opinion as to the mode of the supposed miracle.
Both Moscow and Rome are tainted with the practice of image
worship. In these and in other respects there is not much to choose
between them. The danger to the Church and Nation .of England
lies in the failure of our ecclesiastical leaders to maintain a stand
on the Reformation and to refuse to compromise with errors which
make the Word of God of no effect." (The English Churchman.
October 14th, 1943). THE EDITOR.

Since writing the above the following service, illustrating some
of the superstitious practices of the Orthodox Church. was reported
In the English Churchman of March 30th, 1944:-



RUSSIAN VESPERS IN BATH ABBEY
The following reported appeared in The Bath and Wilts Chronicle

and Herald of March 13th, 1944:
The service of Vespers as used in the Orthodox Russian Church

was solemnly sung in Bath Abbey on Saturday. Vespers, which
corresponds to the Evensong o~ the English, consists of prayers,
supplications and responses.

The service was sung by Father Alexus, a priest of the Russian
Church, and he had the assistance o'f the Rev. G. A. Hutchison,
rector of St. Saviour's, who had trained the choir.

Before the Service, Father Alexus, vested in a red silk cope,
taking the thurible from an attendant acolyte, attired in 'a silk alb,
censed the cross and the altar, and then, preceded by the 'acolyte
carrying' a lighted candle, came down through the choir and nave
to the west end, censing the worshippers on the south side of the aisle.
He then turned and proceeded eastwards to the altar, censing those
on the north side.

The- service then continued, the choir singing th~ appropriate
responses to the petitions.

The lesson, from Genesis, of the building of the Tower of Babel,
was sung by the Rev. G. A. Hutchison, the rising pitch of the
voice as the lesson was read beIng descriptive of the gradual upward
progress of the tower.

After prayers and supplication Father Alexus, holding his Crucifix
in his right hand, pronounced the Benediction.

After the,service, a meeting 'Was held in St. James's Memorial Hall.
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JRetJie\n~ ann Jaotices of 15ook$,
ROME'S RESPONSIBILITY FOR JUVENILE CRIME. By Alderman

the Rev. H. D. Longbottom, Member of the Liverpool
Educatipn Committee. pp. 24, price 7d. post free. (Protestant
Truth Society, 104, Hendon Lane, Finchley, London, N.3)..

This ably-written and convincing pamphlet is rightly described as
.. a critical survey of unchallengeable facts and 'official figures showing
Rome's part in the juvenile delinquency problem." The author says
that .. Last year out of every hundred juvenile criminals dealt with
in the Children's Court ~t Liverpool, 82 per cent. were from Roman
Catholic Schools, and 12 per cent. were from Church of England
Schools" (p. 7). On page 10 the author says, "Manchester's
plague spot for juvenile crime will not be found in its Council Schools,
but in its so-called non-provided R.c. Church Schools." The
pamphlet has an important bearing on the effort of Romanists to
obtain larger monetary help from the State in support of their schools.

(Another Review appears on page 286).
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WELLSPRI GS.

" Th)) words were found, and / did eat them~ and Th)) word
was unto me the joy and rejoicing ot mine heart; for f am
called by th)) name, 0 Lord God of hosts."-Jer. xv. 16.

WE renew our meditation upon this text' and may it still be profitable
to our souls. What a solemn setting this precious word has! The
Lord has been speaking sad and deep words to the prophet about a.
sinful nation. He is .. weary with repenting." He has called not
once nor twice and yet' with His many w;rnings Jerusalem has not
repented-yea, she has gone backward and further from Him who'
is so forbearing and patient amid all her guilty provocations. But now
it is that solemn "woe" to the rebellious and repentant people and
judgment long delayed by the God of mercy, is now to fall in a
deservedly and heavreasure. Yet in the midst of wrath, our God
ever remembers mercy, and He says, "Verily it shall be well with
thy renmnant; verily I will cause the enemy to- entreat thee well
in the time, of evil and in the time of application" (verse 11 ).
And it is' here that the prophet comes in with his pleadings and
remembers the years of the Right Hand of the Most High, which
have ever been those of mercy and faithfulness, forbearance and
forgiveness to His erring, straying people. It is thus Jeremiah
encourages himself in the Lord his God and feeds upon the word,
whilst he recalls former loving-kindnesses and mercies. And he says,
"'Thy words were found and I did eat them." Yes," eat them ..
in spite of 'what they may convey. Like as the prophet Ezekial
found them to be (Eze. ii. 9, 10; iii. I, 3), and the beloved and
favoured John in the Apocalypse (Rev. x. 9-11 ). For it is here that
the Spirit-taught disciple comes in <lnd is enabled to rejoice in his
God as the God of righteous judgment and holy exercise of His
sovereignty. There is ever in the mind of His blond-bought peopre
the wondrous truth that the Throne of 'the God of Judgment is the
mercy seat to His redeemed! So that as they see the retributive
judgments which are made to fall on guilty nations which will not
.. kiss God's Son," they learn a little of the depths of mercy, which
saved· them from hell, hell, and how their sins were met and dealt
with in the Person of God's Lamb, who "was made sin for us,
who knew no sin, toot we might be made the righteousness of God
in H~m" (2 Cor. v. 21 ). Faith takes hold and appropriates the
promises: finds them exceeding great and precious: meditates and
feeds upon them to the joy and rejoicing of the heart. I often think
if the Worp of God was" precious" in Samuel's day, it seems as
though it must be a thousand times more precious to us in our day.
Samuel had no privileged "open vision," but as the beloved Apostle
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said, .. Our eyes have seen, our hands have handled," and we by
faith. have been brought to worship the Incarnate Word as revealed
in this precious Vol~me {)f Truth. Is there anything, beloved reader,
more precious to us as living souls, panting and longing after fresh
manifestations of His love, than to find Him in the Scriptures of our
daily readings and meditations? Oh! when the Holy Spirit is pleased
to reveal Him to us and apply some word to ~ur longing souls with
His quickening and enlivening power, is it not then we exclaim in
holy ecstacy, .. Thy words were found and I did eat them, etc."?
And that Heavenly manna brings us joy of heart and rejoicing in
spirit. Job could say, .. I have esteemed the words of his mouth
more than my necessar): food" (xxiii. 12). David could declare
that .. the law of Thy mouth is better 'with me than thousands of
gold and silver" (Ps. 119, 72), and that they were his .. heritage
for ever" and the very .. rejoicing of his heart" (v. 111). Those
two sad-hearted disciples on that Emmaus road had all their
sorrow turned into joy, and their hearts made to burn within them
as that Holy Stranger joined their compan probed their hearts'
sorrow, and spoke those wondrous words of revelation, .. The things
concerning Himself." And have you noticed, dear students of these
Holy Scriptures, the length of the references in the margin of that
xxiv. of Luke's Gospel? He, who hath told the Jews to .. search
the Scriptures, for in them ye think ye have eternal life and they
are they that testify of Me" (John v. 39), here on this Emmaus
road, explained arid illustrated and proved from the Holy Scriptures
that the things which had happened so recently in Jerusalem had
been but the fulfilling of the counsel and will of Him who had
declared them. So that you will see in the margins of your Bibles
one of the longest lists to references to the Old Testament Scriptures
to which Jesus led their thoughts. No wonder they said, .. Did
not our hearts burn within us while He talked with us by the way? "
.. A prophet" (De~t. xviii. 18) indeed had the Lord, according to

promise, raised up and Who had given power to maliy to receive and
believe in Him.

He Himself. declared, .. The bread of God is he which cometh
down from heaven and giveth life unto the world." .. I am the
bread of life, and he that cometh to Me shall never hunger," etc. etc.
Have not yours and my heart oft cried out, beloved reader, for that
.. Bread of Heaven; feed me till I want no more" ?

Whilst I am writing these meditations a letter comes from a
beloved and grace-taught neice who refers to verses 54, 56, 57 and
58, where the word .. eateth ". means to chew, and points to the
chewing of the cud or meditating upon these things, giving ourselves
wholly to them to our profiting and His glory. I doubt not, child of
God, you join the writer in mourning over the coldness of your love
to Him, how little time you spend daily in sacred meditation, and
how seldom you can rejoice with the prophet that .. Thy words were
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found and I did cat them; and Thy word was unto me the joy and
rejoicing of mine heart, for I am called by Thy Name." But you
would not be without these little signs of joy by the way, and the
more you have, the more you will want of that, I am quite sure,
if the Beloved of your soul has thus revealed Himself unto you.

I was reading recently that after Dr. Duff had come to England
in 18 7 7 for his health, and was returning to his sphere of usefulness
in I dia, "the ship' on which he was, was wrecked, and he was in
great grief at the incalculable loss of his library, which he himself had
packed with the greatest of care and was looking forward to many
days of enjoyment there from. Just as he was thus gazing at the
waters in sorrowful reflection, there floated in to shore a box from the
wreck, and when it was broken open it was found to contain th~

doctor's large Bible and several Books of Psalms, and so he
concluded that God had cut him off from his great stor~ of books of
human learning to shut him up to the more constant and diligent study
of the Word of God" and he had reason to believe that this event
had a powerful influence in his after life."

Oh! what would you and I do, dear readers, in thes~ .. I st days "
in which our lot is cast, had we not the precious Word of God in our
heart and at our hand! Like the prophet, we often find a "casting
down" in the heavy tid'ings our daily papers bring us; in our
realisation of our national sins and guilty departure from God; our
unholy declensions, and the awful apostasy which has worked its
deadly leaven in our midst; the idolatry in the churches, which the
God of Heaven says He hates! The careless and wilfully ignorant
way in which both "priests" and .. people" have embraced the
Harlot Church in the midst of us, and the love of many waxed cold
and indifferent! Our faithful standard-bearers must be weary and
tired of protesting and contending, but the Lord's own words when
on earth, will encourage them to labour on, knowing His faithful
promise, "He that endureth to the end shall be saved." It is
a taking up of the Cross to follow Him, and never laying it down
until grace is cons,ummated in glory. But blessed be H[s name,
He does not allow us to mourn over our sadness without reviving
our hearts and giving, us a fresh anointing by the way. Some
precious promise sparkles out of the Blessed Word. The Holy
Spirit, tile Author, brings it home to our hearts with fresh power and
renewing. The heart is again warned; His comforts delight the soul
once more; and the restored and comforted child exclaims in joy,
"Thy words were found and I did eat them, etc." The soul so
recently cast down and discouraged because of the way, is lifted up
and sustained by the precious Bread of Heaven; hope revives in the
breast; and their God makes His own word "the joy and rejoicing
of theIr heart." Is it not thus we can say, "I live, yet not 1,
but Christ liveth In me, and the' life that I now live in the flesh
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I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me and gave
Himself for me" (Gal. ii. 20). .

May His own words cheer and lift us up in these dark and solemn
days when His people are called to walk much apart and alone.

May His own words cheer and lift us up "in the midst of a
crooked and perverse nation," to shine amongst the)ll "as lights in
the world," and "that we may be blameless and harmless the sons
of God, without rebuke" (Phil. ii. 15).

His redeemed sons and daughters have by Heavenly tuitiod lived
by faith on His Word below and in the eternal ages they look to
dwell in those Heavenly regions where the Lamb who \;>ought them
by His own precious blood is seen as "the Word of God" (Rev.
xix. 13). "He was clothed in a vesture dipped in blood; and His
name is called' the Word of God." Let us weigh the stupendous
truth and give ourselves more wholly to this Blessed Word.

"The living Word speaks and reveals, and promises, and acts
throughout the Bible, which indeed is called the Word of God
only in reference to Him. He was the Oracle which gave the
Scriptures forth; and they all testify of Him as their Author and
Substance. They have no object but Christ, and no end but the
glory of the God-head in His people's salvation."-(Ambrose Serle).

" 'Twas this Almightly Word that all things made;
He grasps whole ature in His single hand;
All the Eternal Truths in Him are laid.
The Ground of all things, and their Head,
The Circle where they move, and Centre where they stand."

-Or. Watts.
"The Faithful and True"-His Eternal Deity! "And His

Name is called the Word of God," as seen in His humiliation, as
" clothed in a vesture dipped in blood." No wonder "on His head
were many crowns," and that redeemed "multitude, which no man
can number," are there to • crown Him Lord of All." What will
it be, fellow-.believer, to have the Word of God in open vision, and
not. as now "through a glass darkly," but with Heavenly under
standing throughout the Eternal Ages! R.

OR. HAWKER'S COMMENTARY.

MISS E. Stares, at Four Winds, Compton Down, Winchester, has
the six volumes of OT. Hawker's Commentary for sale. The volume
are strongly bound in calf and in good condition. More than a
hundred years ago the volumes were in the possession of Miss Stares'
grandfather in Portsmouth. Her grandfather was George Ebenezer
Doudney, the eldest brother of the late Or. Ooudney, the highly
esteemed Editor, for many years, of the Gospel Magazille..

Full particulars of the price of the Commentary may be obtained
direct from Mis:; Stares at the address given above.
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~trmon6 anb ~ott6 of ~trmon6'.

WAY.
A Sermon by the late VERY REVEREND HENRY LAw, M.A.,

Dean of Gloucester.

.. / am the Way, the Truth, and the Life: no man cometh unto
the Father but by Me."-JoHN xiv. 6.

HERE let the Way be first considered. Jesus claims it as an emblem
of Himself. The object is familiar. No depth of learning, no
elabora,te skill, no ingenius reasoning, are needed to explain it.
We cannot move from place to place except our feet travel in
'some way. A' road facilitates communication. Without a path
access is impeded. Thus to make truth perspicuous, Ch"ist shows
himself, as the Way by which the Father can be reached. He:s
the Mediator between God and man.

In musing.- on this emblem obvious thoughts occur.

I. Christ is an appointed Way. Sin raised impassable obstruc-
'tions to God's presence. It formed a chasm infitely wide, immeasur
ably deep. The separation knew no limits. Man cared not to
return. The desire had expired. And if the longing wish could
have ansen, no thought could have contrived, no power
could have constructed, an open Way: Angelic intelligence

. could have devised np help. But God in His free mercy
ordained a pathway of return. He appointed Jesus to be the Way.
The .design has origin in sovereign grace. In Eden's garden God's
own hand first drew the plan. In eternal council, before the founda
tion of the world, the scheme of reconciliation was ordained, and
Jesus called to execute its requirements. He accepted the mediatorial
office, and undertook th'e appointed work. Thus" Christ glorified
not Himself" to be made the Way; but He that said unto Him,
Thou art my Son, to-day have I begotten Thee. To testify its
completion He exclaims, .. I have finished the work which Thou
ga~st Me to do." (John xvii. 4.) Here anxious souls find copious
streams of peace. The decree is gone forth, .. Cast ye up, cast ye
up, prepare the way, take up the stumbling-block out of the way. of
my people." I {lsa. lvii. 14.) No obstacle impedes. Chr'st is
given as the Way to the Father. All who draw nigh by Him
find that God draws nigh to them. (James iv. 8.) The happy
believer sings, I have believed in Christ Jesus my Lord, and I walk
in Him as the Way appointed by the Father.

II. He is the only Way. ft is a well-trodden path. What multi
tudes of saints have traversed it. By no other route have any reached
the rest of heaven. Abel's feet first trod it. The patriarch followed in
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the self-same track. The prophets in their glowing terms proclaimed
it, and what they showed to others, they themselves adopted. The
apostles stood as heaven's own sign-posts, pointing to this road, and
gladly did their feet pursue it. In every age, in every ::lime, the
saved have walked herein; and the last pilgrim who shall pass the'
shining portals shall have followed in this line. One Way is not
allotted to the wealthy, .another to the poor. One invites not the
learned, another the illiterate. One is not framed for the crowned
rulers of the world, another for the lowly subjects. As there is but
one remedy for 'sin, one ransom for the lost, one robe for the celestial
throng, one release for the sin-bound, one Gospel for all the dwellers
upon earth, one faith, one Christ, one heaven, and> one God, so the
Way to the Father is only one. Wherever the enlightened preacher
speaks, in the city, in the village church, in visits to the whole, in
the chamber of sickness, beside the dying bed, the essence of his
message is only one~Look unto Jesus, follow Him; so only can
eternal woe be escaped, so only can eternal life be gained. Through
out the field of missionary work-from the Equator to the Poles,
amid all classes of wild life, amid all slaves of superstitious worship.
in all varieties of clime and race-one only are the saving tidings.
This is the substance. There is one only Way to everlasting bliss
-Jesus Christ. the appointed and the only Saviour. Jesu1 we
walk in Thee. the one Way to the Father.

Ill. He is a new Way. Doubtless this Way is as old as the
birth of sin. It was early mapped out, when the Seed of the Woman
was proclaimed. Our first parents and the elders of the family of
faith were called to walk in it. But mid-day light did not shine on
it. It was dimly traced through types> and shadows, and prophetic
teaching, and diverse sacrifices. and symbolic rites. But HOW the
darkness of the early days is dispelled by the Gospel's fullest rays.
Christ stands clear as the orb of day in all His power and willingness
to save. New glory illumines the Way. The old intimations now
-give place to full revelations of the Lord. In prospect of the new
heavens and the new earth. He that sat upon the throne declared•
.. Behold, I make all things new." (Rev. xxi. 5.) So in devout
thanksgiving for the light of Gospel-days. the believer shouts, A new
Way is before my feet. So rejoicing in expectation of unclouded
knowledge, the Psalmist cries aloud... 0 sing 'unto the Lord a ;ew
song. for He hath done marvellous things." (Psalm xcviii. I.)
Jesu ! we walk in Thee. the new Way to the Father.

IV'. He is a sure Way. None whose feet are planted in this
Way fail to reach the heavenly end. Sometimes the pilgrimage seems
very long. and weary travellers sigh for >repose. But as Abraham's
company .. went forth to go intQ the land of Canaan. and into the
land of Canaan. they came" (Gen. ni. >5); so all who choose this
blessed course finally attain the promised land. All whose names are
in the Book of Life reach finally the home of Life. They who
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have received real faith in Christ never draw back unto perdition.
They" believe unto the saving of the soul." (Heb. x. 39.) "He
who begins a good work in them will perform it until the day of
Jesus Christ." (Phi\. i. 6.) Jesus will at last "present them
faultless before the presence of His glory" (Jude verse 24), with the
avowal, "Of tho~e whom Thou hast given Me I have lost none."
(John xvii. 12.) Let all, then, who through enlightening grace are
thus journeying heavenward, "life up the hands which hang down,
and tbe feeble knees." Let them " gird up the loins of their minds " ;
let them "rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory." Every
step brings them nearer to the 'city which hath foundations, whose
builder and maker is God." (Heb. xi. 10.) Jesu! we walk in
Thee, the sure Way to the Father.

V. He is a secure Wa,Y. The road is indeed beset with perils.
It lies through the country of the arch-foe. His evil eye is ever on
each pilgrim. He hates the progress, and is ever watchful to im- .
pede. He knows that he must check, or there will be escape.
From Abel's' day he has seen multitudes thus moving from his grasp.
This knowledge intensifies his wrath, and impels him to unwearied
attacks. Long experience, too, has taught him wily arts. His
armoury, too, yields countless weapons. Not one of these instru
ments is left untried. Each pilgrim, from first entrance on the Way
to the end, is constantly and vigorously assailed. But all these efforts
are in vain. Each humble traveller is girded with armour mighty
to resist. Fiery darts may fly, but the ready shield of faith can
quench all. Murdero\!s thrusts may be directed against-the heart,
but the true breastplate of righteousness, and the sword of the Spirit,
which is the Word of God, avert the blow. Sometimes, indeed.
through want of vigilance or languid faith, a \vound may be inflicted;
but the good Physician is, at hand with remedies to heal. The
balm of Gilead soon allays all smarts. He who forgives all their
sins, heals all their diseases. (Psalm ciii. 3.) Thus believers
closely following their Lord, and walking in His path, "are kept
by the power of God through faith unto salvation." (1 Peter i. 5.)
"They go from strength to strength. everyone of them in Zion
appeareth before God." (Psalm lxxxiv. 7.) Securely guarded they
reach their home. ,Unfailingly protected, they tread on the necks of
all oppOsing enemies. They pass the gates' of heaven with shouts of
victory, through the preserving Lamb. Jesu! we walk in Thee, a
secure Way to the Father.

VI. He is a hol,Y Wa,Y. The Spirit proclaims, "An highway
shall be there, and away, and it shall be called the Way of Holi
ness; the unclean shall not pass over it." (Isa. xxxv. 8.) All who
thus journey have on their brow a conspicuous inscription, "Holiness
lo the Lord." They are all born again by the mighty power of the
Holy Spirit. They are all new creatures in Christ Jesus. They
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have all .. put off concerning the former conversation, the old man,
which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; and are renewed in
the spirit of their mind; and have put on the new man, which after
God is created in righteousness and true holiness." (Eph. iv.
22-24.) They are enabled to be holy even as God is holy.

Backslidings are indeed not rare. Sometimes reviving sins entrap.
But then, what tears of penitential sorrow flow! what smitings of
the breast! what deep confessions! what cries for pardoning grace
proclaim that though fallen they still live. What vows of increased
watchfulness of walk! what supplications for more upholding and
direcliilg aid besiege the mercy-seat! Thus seeming blight issues
in more abundant fruit, and a holy company advances in holy path
to the fair land where holiness is the uncloudlld sky. Jesu! we
walk in Thee, a holy Way to/the Father.

VII. He is a jo}}ful Wa}}. There is sweet rapture in the shout
of Moses: .. Happy art thou, 0 Israel! who is like unto thee, 0
people saved by the Lord, the shield of thy help, and who is the
sword of thy excellency!" (Deut. xxxiii. 29.) The cup of
mantling bliss is' placed in believers' hands. They h;ve chosen the
good part, and the Way of pleasantness. Mark the votaries of this
tran;;ient world. Amid the dance, the laughter, and the song-in
all pursuits of wealth, and honour, and applause, there is no inward
peace. no calm delight, no settled ease of conscience, no heavenly
converse with rejoicing comrades, no hopes full of immortality. The
broad road is indeed crowded, but disconsolation darkens it. The
past accll.2es, the present gives no rest, the future is dread anguish.
T urn to the enchanting contrast. Zion's pilgrims .. sing in the ways
of the Lord: for great is the glory of the Lord." (Psalm cxxxviii.
5.) Joy is their portion. They are called to rejoice in the Lord.
and again and again to rejoice. With grateful hearts they cheer
fully obey. They" bless the Lord at- all times: His praises are
continually in their mouth." (Psalm xxxiv. 1.) What happier
employ can thought conceive or heaven present? They praise Him
for having .. brought them up out of an horrible pit, and out of the
miry clay ,for having set their feet upon a rock, and established
their goings." (Psalm xl. 2.) He snatched them from the broad
way, and placed them in the' path crf joy. They bless Him for the
loved companions of their march. How sweet is their holy inter
course! how charming is their exercise of prayer and praise! What
blissful confidence uplifts their hearts! They are wafted along
streams of happiness to the eternal home, where there are pleasures
at God's right hand for evermore. Thus happy, thus gloriously
happy is this Way. J esu! we walk in Thee, the happy Way to
the Father.

VIII. He is a narrow Wa}}. It is not an open plain, in which
wandering feet may widely stray. Strict boundaries define its course.
Devious wanderings are interdicted. Gospel-precepts hedge it on the
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right hand and on the left. At the strait gate self-will is utterly
abandoned. In the narrow Way no pride may flaunt, or self
righteousness swell,' or self in any form seek to crop indulgence.
The humble cry is in each pilgrim's heart, .. Lord, what wilt Thou
have me to do?" (Acts ix. 6.) .. Show me Thy ways, 0 Lord;
teach me Thy paths. Lead me in Thy truth, and teach me: for
THou art the God of my salvation; on Thee do I wait all the day."
(Psalm xxv. 4, 5.) .. 0 send .out Thy light and Thy truth: let
them lead me, let them bring me unto Thy holy hill, and to Thy
tabernacles." (Psalm xliii. 3.) There are no gaps through which
the half-hearted followers of the world may find an opening to seek
the noxious waters of vanity, or pluck the poisoned berries of loose
living. Wholesome restrictions guard from such injury. No eyes
can see, no eyes can find, forbidden fruit. A narrow Way leads to
a blessed end. It is an elevating joy to contemplate the charms of
a truly Christian life. As the believer has .. received Christ Jesus
the Lord, so he walks in Him; rooted and built up in Him, abound
ing in faith with thanksgiving." (Col. ii. 6, 7.) His every step
is Christ, and thus conformity to His likeness, which is the antepast
of heaven, is wrought out.

Let it be added, that a tender feeling beats in these pilgrim's
hearts. They" have compassion on the ignorant, and on them that
are out of the Way." (Heb. v. 2.) They would not enter heaven
alone. They remember the misery of their early days, and hence
they strive to .. turn sinners from the error of their ways, and to
save souls from death, and to cover a multitude of sins." (James
v. 20.) They ad~ess others with the moving entreaty of Moses to
Hobab, .. We are journeying unto the place of which the Lord hath
said, I will give it you: come thou with us, and we will do thee
good; for the Lord hath spoken good concerning Israel." (Num. x.
29.) The blessed thus scatter blessings, the happy promote happi
ness, the saved, through grace, augment salvation.

LOYALTY TO SCRIPTURAL CREEDS.

.. WE. should not forget that the fundamental obligation lies upon
every teacher in the Church of God to be true to the full circle of
truth as the Apostolic and Prophetic Revelation has brought it before
us. This truth has been entrusted to the Church to be held fast in
its integrity, and it is no bondage to be laid under the obligation to
honour such. a trust; and this is what is meant by the exaction of a
strict pledge of loyalty to the Confession of Faith. or can it be
well spoken of as an advance in Christian freedom for the Church
to loosen the bond that binds her rulers to hold fast the whole truth
of God as His Word sets it forth."-(Scottish Theolog}) by Principal-
Emeritus John Macleod, 0.0., p. 254). .
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iIDur ~oung jfolltU' ~age.

AFTER MANY DAYS

AMONG the little girls who attended Miss Maitland's Sunday-schod
class_was a child called ]ulia Hepburn. She was a girl who wo\!ld
easily pass unnoticed, for sne was a 1itt1e snrinking tbing, never
speaking at all except to repeat her verses, or the answers in the
Shorter Catechism; for it was in a Scottish town that the class was
held. Miss Maitland felt much sympathy for ] ulia, for she was a
poor lonely little waif, boarded out with a family where the daughters
were rude, noisy girls, a great contrast to ] ulia; but the child was
such a quiet little mouse that her teacher was never able to get any
response when she tried to talk with her, and she had to content
herself with speaking kind words. But ]ulia's attendance at the
school was only for a short time, for at a very early age she was
sent out to earn her living as a little servant maid.

Miss Maitland's class went on as usual, and the silent ]ulia was
scarcely missed. With her leaving the school, Miss Maitland lost
sight of her altogether; and with the many other girls coming and
going, the remembrance of the little orphan faded from her mind.

It was not till eight or nine years later that news reached Miss
Maitland of her old scholar, when she· had left the old town and was
living in- Edinburgh. One day a friend called with a message from
the Infirmary. .. Do you remember a girl called ]ulia Hepburn?"
she began. .. Oh yes," said Miss Maitland at .once, a picture of
the little quiet scholar flashing into her mind; .. she was in my
Sunday-school class before I came here. I remember her quite well."
.. Well," said her friend, .. the poor thing is in the Infirmary, dying
of consumption and she would very much like to see you again."

Miss Maitland was always quick to act, and she lost no time in
fulfilling the girl's wish. At the first opportunity she made her way
to the Infirmary. It was a great dismal place, very different from
the beautiful hospitals we have now, with their large windows and
balconies, their bright bed-covers, and general air of cheerful comfort.
Miss Maitland felt so sorry for ]ulia as she approached the Infir
mary; her's had b~en such a forlorn childhood, and now friendless
and alone she was left in the care of strangers to face a lonely death.
She wondered what she could say to help the girl, and whether she
was still as speechless as she used to be.

But all her misgivings were soon to be dispelled. ]ulia, so changed
that her teacher could not have recog~ised her, 'was obviously too ill
for a long interview. But her face lit up with pleasure as she saw
Miss Maitland coming towards her down the long ward, and when

. she heard her kindly greeting she' began eagerly to pant out her
great joy at seeing her. .. Eh! I mind ye, mem, I mind ye weel.
And I mind the words ye taught me in the class!" The poor girl
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was so breathless she could scarcely speak, but her heart was full,
and she went on with many little pauses: .. Yes, oh yes! JeSus is
my Friend! --He is the best Friend! -He has been good to me
and this place-has--heen a ble.ssed place to me! "

How thankful Miss Maitland was to hear such words. She did
not dare to let the invalid talk too long, but in the few minutes
that she spoke with her, Julia said enough to show that the Lord
Jesus was indeed her own Saviour, and that God's Word wa5 very
precious to her soul. Miss Maitland left her then; and when next
she went to see her, the bed was empty; far better things had come
to Julia, for now she whom Christ had so comforted was with Him
for ever.

If you have ever taught a class of children, sent willy-nilly to
tQe Sunday-school, you will understand something of what Miss
Maitland felt. For years she had been labouring, trying to teach
many girls something of the truth of God. It had been line upon
line, precept upon precept, but though occasionally encouraged by
little incidents, it was very rarely that she reaped the harvest of her
careful sowing-. But now the Lord, in His loving-kindness. and
tender mercy, had allowed her to see that her labour had not been
in vain. She could find no further particulqrs of Julia's history,
and she never knew when Julia's heart was opened and her soul new
born; but it was obvious that the Holy Spirit had" been working in
her and had used something that Miss Maitland had said to bring
her out of darkness into light. What an encouragement it must
have ,been to her to go steadily on with her seed-sowing, through
good days and bad days, through evil report and good report.
And how heartfelt must have been her gratitude to the kind Pro
vidence who had allowed her to see J ulia once more, and to learn
that good news from her own lips.

.. Whoso is wise, and will observe these things, even they shall
understand the loving-kindness of the Lord." DAMARIS.

in ~emotiam.
----

, MR. WILLIAM WILEMAN.
ON March 15th last Mr. William Wileman was called to his
heavenly Home. He had reached the ripe age of 95. If he had
lived until April 18th he would have been 96. F or many years
he used to contribute a short article to this Magazine every month,
besides very frequently sending a poem. As recently as October
9th, 1943 he sent us a poem entitled" The Aged Pilgrim's Psalm,"
in which he wrote:-

.. Accept, 0 Lord, my psalm of praise,
While at Thy feet I bow:

Thou Who hast helped me all my days
Wilt not forsake me now.
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Thou, Lord, hast taught me from my youth,
And made Thy favour known:

Thy lovingkindness and Thy truth
Upon my path have shone.

When pressed with fears on every side,
In days of care and grief,

Goodness and mercy have supplied
A sweet and sure relief.

Thou who hast led me all along,
Through troubles great and sore,

Wilt still assist my grateful song
To praise Thee more and more.

And when the appointed hour shall come
To breathe my latest prayer,

Receive me to my heavenly home,
To find the answer there."

What an infinite mercy to have the assurance that he has now
been received to his heavenly home.

When he wrote this poem he was as he himself stated "helpless
as a child" and he was blind in the right eye, but he was, through
infinite grace, looking forward to an inheritance, incorruptible and
undefiled, and that fadeth not away. Though we only met him
rarely, we have known of him for a long period. Often he wrote
faithful pamphlets testifying to the old Evangelical position. He
was a regular itinerant preacher of the old Gospel. During his
preaching tours he walked thousands of miles, which perhaps accounts
for his very long life.

In September 1942 he wrote, " It is my grief that so little is said
about our national sins and religious shortcomings, so little reference
to confession and repentance; yet the prayers of the godly will, I
trust, prevail with our God. The July number of the Gospel
Magazine was of special interest to me, as it brought me letters from
Miss Cowell and Miss Stares. Years ago I took services at
Lovedean, the home of ' Aunt Lucy,' now alas! bombed, precious
memories of bygone labour and happy service."

His wife writes of ",his Home Call on March 15th, after 11

long and trying affliction so patiently borne. We laid his dear tired
body to rest on Wednesday, March 22nd, in sure and certain hope
until He come. . " Our dear friend, Mr. Parker, of Wimbledon,
congucted a service at the house. His son, Clement, took the
reading. Mr. Parker, of Wimbledon took the committal service and
Mr. Reed, of Leatherhead concluded with prayer at the graveside.

Many letters received testify to blessing received through
my dear one's ministry." At the service in the house" Jesus, Lover
of my soul" was sung, and at the graveside, the hymn sung was
" Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness." Our tender sympathy goes
out to his widow and to all his family.
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THE PURITANS
THE Puritans, of whom Knox may well be admitted to have been
the greatest, were the out-and-out Protestants of the B}itish Reforma
tion.. As a class they have been made the victims of no end of
caricature and misrepresentation. There were among them undoubtedly
extreme men, but these were not typical specimens of the movement.
Yet the sober, well-balanced men who were the leaders and the
authentic representatives of the Puritans have been depicted as though
they were more absurd and extreme than the most extreme ::If their
party: In reality their aim was simple and clear; and thell" policy
was unambiguous and straightforward. They aimed' in their Re
forming activities at getting down to bed-rock and, when they reached
it, they sought lo build upon it. They would not rest satisfied with
a basis of Church Life which was a compromise with a mere
jus humanum when they might have a jus divinum. The goal for
which they were making was a return of the Church to the
Apostolic pattern. This they sought to reach all along the line, not
('ll1ly in Faith but in Order and Discipline and Worship. In regard
to Order and Worship they made what was quite a valid distinc
tion between what was pecuhar to the Apostolic age and what in
the life of that age was normal and ordinary. The office of the
Apostles themselves was a supernormal one and the charismatic element
that entered into the worship of their age was peculiar to its founda
tion character, for which it received the Pentecostal endowment.
Apart from what in this way was supernormal and exceptio\;al, the
Puritans sought to bring lthe life and practice of the Church back
to the truly primitive model. They stood for the unabated avowal
of the primitive Faith. This they endeavoured to hold fast and to
hold fortll. In respect of their aim they were of the school that
paid full homage to Apostolic authority.

The .opponents of Puritanism, when Conformists tended to become
Anglo-Catholics, laid great stress upon the primitive character of the
Faith and Order and Worship for which they contended. They
were the professed champions and exponents of primitive Church
principles in regard to all these. It is worthy of note how they
coupled together primitive Faith and Order. With them, however,
primitive did not mean more than patristic. They made' their appeal
to the Fathers, and forgot that those Fathers were themselves but
the children of the Grandfathers. So what had only the authority
of the Fathers fell short of being truly primitive. Their appeal
did not carry them far enough back as it built on what was only
patristic and not Apostolic. And even at that, it might accept as
of authority usages and developments which, though in a sense
patrjstic, were only of late emergence, a!ld as such far removed from
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the' Faith and Practice of the Apostolic age.' The principle, on
the other hand, accepted by the Puritans was the recognition of,
and the return to, the Scripture pattern in all the departments of
Church life' so far as this could be learned from the teaching and
narrative of Holy Writ; and this reforming standard was accepted
in Scotland.

The thoroughgoing Protestants held that the Church in its visible
embodiment is the outward Kingdom of its Lord and Head. They
held a positive doctrine of His Headship which became the Word

, of Christ's patience in Scotland for the martyr Church in the next
century. As they laid stress upon His Headship of the Body, and
His Lordship of the Church, they loved to think generous and kindly
thoughts of His bounty in the liberal provision that He. has made
for the guidance of His people through the ages. They did not
hold themselves to be competent to improve upon the teaching set
forth by His authentic representatives. What He spoke in the years
of His public ministry on earth is enshrined for all time in the record
of the Gospels, and in its written form it has the same authority
that it had when it was spoken. In its written form we have the
abiding witness of those who saw and heard, and c.ould tell of what
they had seen and heard at first~hand. What the Lord went on
to speak as the risen and glorified Christ Who by His Spirit upon
them and in them used His Apostles and Prophets to be His spokes
men is also on record, and equally with the rest of the 'ew T esta
ment Scriptures it bears the stamp of an Authority from which our
Reformers felt that there can be no appeal. The Lord spoke directly
and indirectly. Whichever way He took to make His mind known,
the Word that He gave is possessed of His authority, for it is His.

From the witness and teaching of the Apostles we learn how the
authority of their Lord is impressed upon Old Testament Scripture.
And their teaching as we have it in written form is clad with the
same authority which it had when spoken by Christ and His
Apostles by word of mouth. The Scriptures that preserve such
teaching, the Puritans, being good Protestants, treated as of final
authority. And in this ultimate authority they rested. The Holy
Books give us the Christian Faith in its authentic presentation.
Such was the doctrine of what Scripture is that they learned from
Scripture itself. And he is a very odd specimen of the Christian
name that would, in the realm of Christian doctrine, find fault
with the principle of accepting the absolute Divine authority and
completeness of the written Apostolic Deposit. But the return to
Christ and His Apostles as the Masters of the Church in her Faith
which marked the Reformation and was the true .. Back to Christ"
movement, was carried out by the Puritan leaders of Reform not
only in the realm of doctrinal truth but also in that of Order and
Worsh:p.

It is at this point that th~ir fellows in Reform of a less thorough
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quality parted company with their out-and-out Reforming brethren.
.The latter held that in all departments of the Church's life, as well
as in profession of faith, there has been given to us a sufficient and
a Divine Directory. Whatever we have by way of prec~pt or of
pattern, of ordinance or of example, is ours that we may follow it.
It was their conviction that the Head of the Church has given in
His Word not only a correct but a comprehensive and sufficient
pattern and mode!. When this position is guarded from being an
extreme one by the avowal that there are "circumstances common to
human actions and societies" which are to be determined according
to the dictates of the light of nature and seemliness or. Christian
prudence, in the absence of precept or pattern or example that the
Church is bound to follow, the Puritans showed how far they would
go and where they stood. The proviso laid down and admitted
was not to be stretched so as to admit anything that is not in keeping
with the general rules of the Word which are on no account to be
set aside. Such a pri~ciple to regulate the practice and worship
of the Church is one that gives the Lord the credit of His Own
bounty. And when we look the matter fairly in the face we see
how unseemly a thing it is to accuse Him of being a niggard In

making provision for the needs of His Church. •
To take up such a position as suggests that He ~as failed in

the liberality of His provision is to say, in effect, that we must come
to His assistance and fill up from the wealth of our wisdom the
blank that He has omitted to supply. When the matter is lqoked
at from this angle, the Puritan contention is seen to fit in with the
instincts of a free and loyal heart. On the other hand, it is not
in keeping with such instincts to impugn the suitableness or sufficiency
of the guidance which the Lord has supplied. The results of this
attempt of the Puritans to give effect to their principle are freely
spoken of as meagre and mean, as bald or bare and poverty-stricken.

. Those who venture on such a freedom of critical speech may perhaps
forget that tb justify their censure they should first make good the
position that the materials for guidance in Holy Writ are either over
looked or insufficient. If they are overlooked, the Puritans' own
principle has not been carried out. If they are held to be insufficient,
the criticism is one that passes what looks like a censure on the Word
and its Giver.

We have noted the fact that it is the Reformed principle
emphasised by the Puritan school that helped to determine the history
of the Scottish Reformed Church. It came under the sweep of the
Second Commandment when, as our Catechism tells us, it forbids the
worshipping of Gpd by images, _or in any other way not appointed
in His Word. To adopt the leading principle that calls for Divine
Prescription is a challenge to its opponents. It is for those that would
introduce into the plain and unadorned simplicity· of ew Testament
worship what would alter that simplicity, to briug forward their
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warrant from the regulative Word. The whole motley array of
indefinitely varied improvements on the Apostolic pattern that run
riot in the practice of the Churches would have the way foreclosed'
upon them if only this clear-cut principle were acted upon. And it
can hardly be called a healthy or a Christian instinct that quarrels
with the plainness cf the unadorned worship of believing men and
women who follow the Puritan ideal as they meet together to worship
in Spirit and in truth.

(Scottish iTheo[og)}, etc.,' by Dr. John Macleod, Principal
Emeritus of the Free Church College, Edinburgh. Pp. 6-10.)

REVIEWS AND NOTICES OF BOOKS.

SOVEREIGN GRACE, AND ARMINIANISM REFUTED. By James
Payne. pp. 16. Price 3d. or 2/6 a dozen. (Sovereign
Grace Advent Testimony, secretary, G, H. Fromow, 9 Miln
thorpe Road, Chiswick, London, W.4).

The author of this pamphlet was pastor of Salem Chapel. Croydon
from 191 5 to 1940. The title of the pamphlet is not meant to
indicate that .. Sovereign Grace" is refuted, but that the opposite
teaching called .. Arminianism" is refuted. The pamphlet consists of
two distinct addresses, given at the Bible Class, Princes Street Chapel,
Southport. They are not so much intended for theological students
as for tho~e who are uninstructed in these important subjects. The,e
was a time when the Reformers and a great many of their ministerial
successors held what are called the doctrines of Sovereign Grace.
That is, that sinners are saved, not according to their works, or, as
the result of their own free will, but .. according to God's own •
purpose and grace, given them in Christ Jesus before the world began,"
That is the inspired utterance of the Bible (see H.' Timothy i. 9).
This pamphlet deals with the great doctrines of Election and pre
destination and kindred truths. All members of the Church of
England will see, if they read the tenth and seventeenth Articles of
the Church of England, that the Church of England under the
guidance of the Reformers, clearly teaches the doctrine of predestination
to eternal life, and the doctrine of man's inability to save himself.
In other words, that all the called, justified, and glorified, are saved,
because God, in His grace, chose them in Christ before the foundation
of the world, and predestinated them to the adoption of children by
Jesus Christ unto Himself to the praise of the glory of His grace
(see Ephesians i. 4-6 and Romans viii. 29, 30). All Church of
England ministers, including the Bishops, have subscribed to these
truths as set forth in the 39 Articles. Alas! however very few
now teach them. Those who' are prepared humbly to receive all
Bible truth, however mysterious it may seem to them, would do well
to purchase this pamphlet.
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, .. WE ARE ALL HERE"
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.. So Jeremiah abode in the court of the prison until the day that
Jerusalem was taken; and he was there when Jerusalem was taken."
With his own eyes he saw the fulfilment of God's threats against the
beloved, though guilty, city. In our generation it has come to pass
that many have been there when Jerusalem was freed from its
age-long bondage. They were there when Gel1eral Allenby entered.
Indeed, the holy city has been tossed like a ball in a large country,
over and over again since Jeremiah was there. But she will rest
at last in His love, as will the hearts and souls of her spiritual
children, who know what it is to be tossed and not comforted.

We have. been'here, and are here now, when the wars and commo
tions of which the Lord told, shake the world. We see our actual
buildings razed, and our institutions, that ought to remain, menaced.
We see iniquity coming in like a flood. But the darkness would
be deeper than it is, if the Lord had not told us before, and' had
said that such is the time to look up. We know how Jeremiah felt;
how he mourned the evil of his city; how he acknowledged the
righteousness of God's judgments; how he wept at the disconsolations
which they brought. But in the midst of his lamentations a gentle
wave of hope and strength revived him. His little hymn is not one
of thanksgiving such as the harp of David gave its notes to' so often.
It is not like the exultant verses of Habakkuk, let the outward ·man

.perish, what did that matter while the Lord God remained? It is
not a happy pouring forth of wonder and praise as was Mary's song,
nor is it a triumph such as brought Paul to the end of Romans
the 8th. But he told of hope, an actual realisable thing, deep and
calm; hope in God-his God. Whatever outward conditions might
be, hope held an anchor of the soul-sure and stedfast, and fear
could not dislodge it. It was good to wait upon God. So Jeremiah
found when Jerusalem was taken. It would appear that the capture
of the city brought deliverance from prison to the prophet. His
enemies gave him a liberty which his own people denied him. He was
to be well looked after, they said, and to have whatever he wanted.
So he went and stayed with his dear friend Gedaliah. for a while.

.. We are all here," Paul said, all in prison where God had
put them, and all to be fetched out, not in a furtive manner. but
by the magistrates themselves.

What a delightful meeting that was in Caesarea, when Cornelius,
turning to Peter, said, .. Now therefore we are all here.. present.
before God to hear all things that are commanded thee of God."

"We are all here" has a significance 'of which the loved of
God are conscious more perhaps than they know. Therefore, looking
for and hasting untQ the day of God, let us hold fast our profession
and hope in God.

FOLLOWER-ON.
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"THE salvation of men, including the pardon of their sms and the
moral renovation of theii hearts, can be effected by the Gospel alone.
The wisdom of m~n, during four thousand years previous to the
advent of Christ, failed to discover any adequate means for the
attainment of either of these objects; and those who, since the advent,
have neglected the Gospel, have been equally unsuccessfu!."
DR. CHARLES HODGE.

.. FAITH is that gracious principle, wrought in the soul by the Holy
Spirit, which takes God at His word, and cleaves simply to Him for
the fulfilment of it."-AMBROSE SERLE, .. Horae Solitariae,"
vo!. I, p. 30j.
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