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THE THIRTY-FOURTH PSALM AND

FAMILY COMFORT.

",Many are the afflictions of tlie righte{)us: but the Lord
delillereth him out of them al/."-Psalm xxxiv. 19.

THE Lord's family are -described in this Psalm by various. titles.
They are called " the humble" (v. 2), " them that fear Him" (v. 7),
," ye His saints" (v. 9), .. they that seek the· b.ord" (v. 10),
.. the righteous" (v. 15), .. them that are of .a broken heart" and
" of a contrite pirit" (v. 18), and .. His servants" and .. them that
trust in Him" (v. 22). Thus the family of God are more or less
a humble and penitent people who realise the enormity of sin. They
are a sanctified and a justified people, being sanctified and justified
.. by the spirit of our God." They reverence the Lord's name, and,
being d pendent Ion His grace and mercY,,,they seek Him continually
in prayer. They trust in Him as the sole source of all their benefits,
al'Id they seek, as His servant5, to serve Him with reverence and
godly fear.
, Yet, though they are members of the Lord's family, they have
their trials. They suffer from .. fears," from .. troubles" and from
.. afflictions." Their trials are many in number, hence they are
contimlally in need' of comfort. This great blessing is always avail
able. Their God is .. the Father of mercies and the God of aB
comfort" and He is a God .. Who comforteth them in all their
tribulation, that they may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the coplfort wherewith they themselves are comforted of
God" (II Cor. i. 3, 4). Amongst' the means by which He comforts
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His people are the divinely-inspired Scriptures. .. For whatsoever
things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we
through patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope"
(Romans xv. 4). . .

No doubt comfort may be derived from: all the parts of Scripture
more or less, according to the varied circumstances of the members
of· God's family, and therefore they need to meditate in all the ~oks
of Scripture, from time to time: .. Whatsoever things Were written
aforetime " were designed to instruct and to comfort the people of God.
We may miss much instruction and much comfort if we confine our
reading of the Scriptures to a few only of its inspired books. Yet,
no doubt there are some portions of Scripture which specially comfort
our hearts, amid all the sorr,ows and woes which manifest themselves
in this sin-stricken earth. Amongst these portions the thirty-fourth
Psalm occupies a prominent place. / It emphasizes the .great truth that
the Lord answers the heart-felt prayers of His redeemed people, and
is not this an immense 'comfort ?'- #

Of this comfort let us now think. There is much sorrow and trial
in a time of peace, but this, the greatest war in the world's history,
adds greatly to the sorrows and trials of the people of God.

1. First, then notice that this Pw.lm gives comfort to God's people
in regard to their sins.

The eighte~ntp verse of the psalm says, .. The Lord is nigh unto
them that are of a' broken heart; and saveth such as be of a cont~ite
spirit." .

As a result of the convicting work of the Holy Spirit, the Lord's
people are broken down with a sen~ of their sins. They feel their
evil character and their enormity. They may feel that their sins are
more in number thal) the hairs of their head. They realise that an
eternal hell is the penalty of the unforgiven sinner, and, it may be,
they wonder if t~e pardoning mercy of God will be extended to them.
They come to this psalm and they read, .. The Lord is nigh unto them
that are of a broken heart." Not far off from them, or a g~eat

distance. Why? Why is He near to them? Let the next words
give the answer. .. He saveth such as be of a contrite spirit."
Well then, this is His custom. He saveth the contrite in spirit.
Ah, well, He will save me? He will 'pardon all my sins.' He
will cleanse me in the fountain of Christ's blood. His Word says,
.. The blood' of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth .us from all sin."
Here surely is comfort. I need not despair. I am allowed to say,

-" We have redemption through His blood., the fprgiveness of sins,
according to. the riches of His grace" (Ephes. i. 7).
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Many of- God's other people have been comforted by this truth.

Dallid was able to say, .. A broken and a contrite heart, 0 God,
Thou wilt not despise" (Psalm li. 17). He also said, .. I acknow
ledged my sin unto Thee, and mine iniquity have I not hi<J. I said,
I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord; and Thou forgavest
the iniquity of my sin" (Psalm xxxii. 5). .. Thou forga),'est."
What a mercy and what a comfort!

H ezeqith was able to say, .. Thou hast in love to my soul delivered

it from the pit of ~orruption: fo~ Thou hast cast all my sins behind
Thy back" (Isaiah xxxviii. 17).

The -Publican cried, .. God be merciful to me a sinner," and the
Lord Jesus saiJ, .. He went do~ to his house justified." Thus the
comfort of the thirty-fourth Psalm is' taught in many other parts of
Scripture.

2. Secondly, ~his Psalm gives wmfort to God's. people in regard to
• their fears,. \

ORe of Bunyap.'s characters was Mr. -Fearing, and he does not
stand alone. All God's people have their fears. N 0 dou~t that is
the reason why we have so ~any .. Fear nots" scattered throughout
Scripture. Even to Abraham, God ~aid, .. Fear not, Abram: I am
thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward" (Gen. xv. 1). Even
'the great and courageous Apostle Paul had his fears. He says,
.. Without were fightings, within were fears." Some believers are
naturally more nervous and fearful than others, and it is a trying
experience whe'\ all ;;arts of fears arise in our minds. We pray
against them, and to wme extent we are enabled to overcom.e them
and to lie down in peace, but, they come -again and again. Then we
need to listen to the-Lord.'s encouraging words, .. Fear thou not; for I
am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God.- I will.
strengthen; yea, I will h~lp thee, yea, and I will uphold thee with the
right hand of My ~ighteousness" (Isaiah xli. 10).

Well how -does our Psalm comfort us in the matter of fears?
Listen t~ what one of God's family says. . He says, .. I . sought the
Lord, and He heard me, and delivered me from all m:y- fears."
The Lord, then, is concerned about His fearing people. He pities
them when they are beset with all manner of fears. He hears them
when they seek His aid, and ddivers them from all their fears, real or
imaginary. Is not "this a comfort? We fear that many things may

I happen, and 'none of them do happen, but what a comfort when He
delivers from aU our fears.

-
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3. Thirdly, this Psalmist gives comfort to God's people in regard (0

all their troubles.

Even the godly ha~e troubles. "Many," says our Psalm, "are
the afflictions of the righteous.'" All kinds of troubles come into our
experience.- There are domestic troubles. It is no small matter to
bring up a family. Godly parents often have tender hearts. We
relJlember one instance among many. Our dear wife was concerned
about one' of our little ones one night. We forget whether it was
a Qoy or a girl. Anyhow the child while sleeping in his cot next to
.ur bed, was wheezing most of the night, and his lIlother fully thought
he was developing bronchitis. Next morning he was standing up in his #

cot crowing and enjoying himself But the real illnesses which '
children do have, bring trouble and cOncern 'into the hearts of parents.

They may be troubled, too, about the dangers connected with their
education in these days when sound evangelical truth is rarely taught.

They may be in trouble about the danger of 'ungodly companions
. and worldly associations. Many of the godly are amongst the poor

of this world. It is' often di1Iicult to provide sufficient food, and
clothinl?i for the children. Thus there are many domestic troubles.

Business troubles also try the faith of believing business men.

National troubles loom large in the experience of God's true people.

o how much we are troubled by this awful, this unexampled, this
prolonged and almost universa1 war.' Many of the godly have
husbands or sons or both in the war. 'Some have dear ones who are
prisoners or who are interned, and no news is allowed to reach them
concerning those dear to them. The awful horrors and crIJelties
connected with this war illustrate the awful evil of the human heart
and the daily record of these things troubles the hearts of the godly.

• Then they are grieved a'Ild troubled about the la;k of any penitence
fpr national sin. They sigh and cry for the abominations that are
done in the land. They wond~r to what lengths of evil we may be
coming. Many indeed are the troubles and a1fhctions .of the godly.
Well, has this Psalm any comfort for us? Truly it has. Listen to
David's words. .. This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him,
and saved him out of all his troubles." "Many are the afflictions of
the righteous:' but the Lord delivereth him out of them all."

,Of course, full and eternal deliverance fmm trouble depends on the
Lord's coming, but how very often in the experience of God's praying
people does deliverance come. Every true believer can relate wonderful
displays of God's delivering power and mercy in his own.....experience.
He can say:

/'



The Gospel Magazine 69

.. 0 magnify the Lord with me,
With me exalt His name;

When in distress to Him I called,
He to my rescue came."

We must· not pass over the comforting assurance of verse 7 of the
Psalm. "The Angel of the Lord encampeth round about them that
fear Hit:!!, and delivereth them." The words .. the Angel of the
Lord" 'seem to refer to the Angel of the covenant, the Lord Jesus
Christ. He Himself is with His people and surrounds them and

'displays on their behalf His delivering power. We know He is n.~ar

to all His people, for He has sa.id, • Lo, I am with you alway,
even unto the end of the world:" They can all rightly say, and say
always, .. Thou art near, 0 Lord " (Psalm cxix.15 1). Thus
whatever the circumstances of His redeemed people, they are comforted
by the -ass'urance of His nearness. -

4. Fourthly, this Psalm gives comfort to God's people in regard to
their .temporal wa!!ts.

The Atlantic Charter promises to endeavour to provide .. freedom
horn .want" for the peoples of the world. That is no doubt a very
de irable thing. But the Lord's people look higher than to earthly
governments ,for the supply of tlieir wants. They come to our psalm
and read, .. 0 fear the Lord, ye His saints: for there is no want to
them that fea.r, Him. The young lions do lack and suffer hunger:
but they that seek -the Lord shall not' want an}) good' thing." Th~s
their wants are His care.
/ .. Fear Him; ye saints; and you will then

Have nothing else to fear:
Make you His service your delight,

Your wants shall be His care."
Another Psalm tells us that .. The Lord God is a Sun and Shield:

the Lord will give grace and glory: no good thi~g shall He withhold
from them that walk uprightly" (Psalm Ixxxiv. 1).

Our divin Lord Himself says, .. If ye then, being evil, know
how to give good gifts unto your children, how much more sha11 your 
Father which is in heaven giv~ good things to them that ask .rJim"
(Matthew vii. 11).

How needful, then it is, that the inspired Psalmist should say to us,
.. 0 taste and see that the Lord is good: blessed is the man -that
trusteth in Him.'~

His eyes are u~on all His peopl~ and His ears are open at all times
to their cry, and His dear Son has said, .. Everyone that asketh
receiveth; tlnd. he that seeketh fll1deth; and to. him that Knocketh it
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shall be opened." Verily and indeed it may be said that the Lord's
people have much to comfort them, despite their fears', their troubles,
and their afflictions. May we all be enabled to trust more in Him
Then.. as a result of our experiences of His tender mercies, we shall
more often be able to say, "I will bless the Lord at all times: His
praise shall continually be in my mouth. My soul shall make her
boast in the L rd: the humble shall hear thereof and be glad._
o magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt His name together.
I sought the Lord, and He heard me, and delivered me from all
my fears."

"Oh make but trial of His love,
Experience will decide

How blest they are, and only they,
Who in His truth confide."

THE EDITOR \

Whilington Vicarage, (Thomas H oughlon).
Slok~ Ferr.Y, King's L")jnn.

HUMAN INABILITY.

"Jesus therefore answered and said ..unto them, ~urmer not
among yourselves. No man can come to Me, except the Father
which hath sent Me draw him': and I will raise ,.him up at the last
day.':

This was high greund for Christ to take;, it was as much as
to say, "You need not murrner; I did not eXplKt that you would
believe in Me. I know that human nature is such that, without
a divine work upon the heart, man cannot come ,to Me, and will
not believe -in Me. I am not disappointed, or deceived, when you
murmur among yourselves. • ... No man can come to Me, except
the Father which hath sent Me draw him.' "

" It is written in - the prophets, And they shall be p.ll taught of
God, Every man therefore that hath heard, and hath learned of
the 'Father, cometh unto Me."

Nobody else will come to Christ;- there is no real Christian in
the world but is of God's making. A Christian is a sacred thing,
the Holy Ghost has made him so. It takes as much of Cod's
omnipotence to make a believer as to make a world ; and only He
that creat~ the heavens and the earth can -create even as much as
a grain of true faith III the heart of man. (See John vi, 43-45).

C. H, SPURGEON;
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SPIRITUAL FISHERMEN.

.. And (He) saw two ships standing b)) the lake: but the
fishermen were gone out of them, and were washing tfleir
nets."-Luke v: 2.

THE fishermen referred to in this passage were no doubt' Simon Peter
and his brother Andrew, and James and John, the sons of Zebedee
who were partners with Simon. The lake referred to is the Sea of
Galilee. The context shows that Simon and his fellow fishermen
were the instruments whom the Lord used in the miracle known a~ the 
Miraculous Draught of Fishes. On a previous occasion our Lord
said to Simon Peter and Andrew, .. Follow Me, and I will make
you fishers of men:' (Matt. iv. 18, 19). Oil this occasion He said
to tht; same Simon Peter, .. Fear not; from hencefor.th thou shalt
catch men" (LUKe v. 10).
I

. It becomes clear, therefore, that some .of the Apostles, whose
earthly .calling was that of ordinary fishermen, afterwards became.
through divine grace, fishers of men, in other words spiritual fishermen,
men engaged in work under the influence of God's Spirit, which

. would issue in large numbers of people being brought out of the ~ea

of the world into the nap-ow way which issues in eternal life and
blessedness. Spiritual fishing, however, is a work not confined to
the Apostles. All believers need to abound in this work of the Lord.
Some should abound in it as preachers of the <fospel, some as parents
in a family, some as teachers of the young, some as missionaries
to the heathen, and some in their daily contact with people in their
ordinary occupations. All should give evidence in their daily walk
that they belong to Christ, and are His servants, and by life and lip,
in a greater or I~s degree, should seek to fish for men so that, through,
infinite grace, they may be I d to leave the broad way which leads to·
hell, and walk in the narrow way which leads to heaven. The good
works in which they should engage should be those which .. God hath
before ordained that they should walk in them" (Ephes. ii. 10).
There' is work which God in His Word assigns to men, and there
is work ,:~ich His Wor? ,assi?"s to women. ,God~y ,Parents' have
special spmtual respon~IbIhtIes m regard to theIr chIldren. To all
believers the Apostle says, .. Be ye steadfast, unmoveab(e, always

. abounding in the wor~ of the Lord, for as much as ye know that your
labour is not in vain In the Lord" (I. Cor. xv. 58). The narrative



of the miraculous draught of fishes suggests truths which all spiritual
fishermen need to keep in mind.

1. First, it suggests that spiritual fishermen may have times of
disappointment:

Simon Peter said to the Lord, .. Master, we have toiled all the
ni~t, and have taken nothing." They fished in the right place, and

, at the right time. They used the right fishing tackle, and they
laboured long and laboriously, yet they caught nothing. They
returned home disappointed. The right place in which God's people
should engage in spi~itual fishing is that part of the world in which
God in His providence has called them to live and labour. The
riglit fishing tackle which they are to use is the Gospel of the Grace
of God. 'Not a Gospel of their own devising,' but" the Gospel of
God, which He had promised afore by His prophets in the hot
Scriptures" (Rom. i. I, 2). It is the Gospel, "that Christ died
for His people's sins according to the Scriptures; and that H~ \vas
buried, and that He rose again the third da; according to the
Scriptures" (1. Cor. xv. 1-4). .

It is the Gospel that Christ shed His blood for many "for _the
remission of sins" (Matthew xxvi. 28). It is' the Gospel that Christ
bare His people's sins in His oWn body on the tree, that He gave His
life a ransom 'in their stead, that He redeemed them from the curse;'-'
being made a curse for them: and that in Him they have redemption
through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according Ito the riches of
His grace (see Ephes. i. 7). "Go ye into all the world and preach
the Gospel to every creature," Christ says to His Church (Mark
xvi. 15). This Gospel is "the power of God unto salvation to
everyone that believeth" (Rom. i. 16). It pleases God by the
foolishenss of preaching this Gospel to save them that believe. The '
essential truth of this Gospel is the substitutionary death of our Lord
Jesus Christ, and we are following apostolic example if we determine
not to know anything among men, save Jesus Christ, and Him
crucified. Various, section of people may wish Christ's messengers to
preach other things than the Gospel, but we need to say, "We preach
Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumbling block, and unto the Greeks
foolishness; but unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks,
Cbrist the power of God, and the wisdom of God '" (see Cor. i,
21-24; ii 2.;

There is but one Gospel for all time, and we have no warrant
in Scripture to change it to suit the present times. Our cry should
always be " Woe is unto me, if I preach not the Gospel! "{I Cor.

•
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IX, 16). So strongly did the great Apostle feel that there is but
one Gospel, and that no other Gospel should be preached, that he
said, "Through we, or an' angel from heaven, preach any other
GC5pel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let
him be accursed" (Gal. i, 8).

Yet, though the spiritual "fisherman may faithfully and in the
power of ,the Spirit, preach the old Gospel he may often be dis
appointed with the resultl He "may fail to "catch men." Noah
was a "preacher of righteousness" yet we read of no results from
his ministry.

The Lord had compassion on His ancient people and rose up_
betimes and sent His messengers to them. "But they mocked the
messengers of God, and despised His words" and misused His
prophets, until the wrath of the Lord arose against His people,
till there was no remedy." (11 Chron. xxxvi. '15, 16). No ministry
could be more perfect than that of the Son of God Himself, but for
the most part His testimony was despised and rejected of men, and
eventually, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and
the people of Israel, were gathered together, for to do what-so-ever
God's hand and His counsel determined before to be done." (Acts.
iv. 27, 28). They crucified Him who was "full of grace and
truth," who spake as never man spake, who spake only and always
the pure word of God. It is true that large numbers were called
arid saved on the day of Pentecost- and' subsequently. But we
often read of Jewish and Gentile hostility. "Some believed the words
which were spoken: and some believ~d not." The parable of the
sower teaches us that no permanent results followed the sowing of

- the seed of God's Word in the cases of the wayside, stony, and
thorny ground hearers.

Our Lord teaches us that the hearers of His messengers are generally
either those who hear and believe, or those who hear and believe not.
In the first case those who believe are s~ved. ; In the second case,
those who believe not shall be damned. Thus the Apostle Paul,
inspired by the Holy Ghost, wrote the solemn words: "We are
unto God a sweet savour of Christ, iri' them that are saved, and in

I them that perish: to the one we are the savour of death unto death;
and to the other the savour of life unto life. And who is sufficient
(or these things?" (II. Cm. ii. 15, 16). No messenger of God
can be otherwise than saddened when any of his hearers reject the
Gospel message. Paul himself said, "My heart's desire and prayer
to God for Israel is, that they migpt be saved." It was a gri~f

therefore to his heart to find that the majority even of God's ancient
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people, by going about to establish their own righteousness did not
submit themselves unto the righteousness {)f God. .. For Christ (he
said) is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone that believeth ..
(see Rom. x. 1-4). .

There seems to be no doubt that at the present time spiritual
fishermen are saddened at the meagre results following upon their
faithful, prayerful, and earnest labours. They refrain from adopting·
Unscriptural methods to secure spiritual results. They feel that they
cannot improve upon the methods of Christ Himself and His Apostles.
Hence they feel impelled to avoid all fleshly means to .. catch men."
We read to-day (Sept. 24th. 1944) of a .. hot Gospeller's" death.
She built .. her Angelus Temple at Los Angeles," an immense build
Ing, and .. officiated at services surrounded by choristers dressed like
angels and with haloes made of tin." This is probably an extreme
case, but a great many of the new movements and methods to attract
the crowds in connection with the work of the professing Church .
have no warrant in Scripture, and seem undoubtedly to be of the
flesh. ~ They that a;e in the flesh cannot please God" (Rom. viii.
7, .8). The awful spiritual deadneSs and indifference of the present.
day is antagonistic to Apostolic doctri~e and ~ethods, and those who
adhere to them are both lonely and meet with much to sadden and
disappoint in their spiritual work as fishermen.

2. But now notice that the narrative we are considering suggests
that spiritual fisherman should be hopeful fishermen.

Though Peter and his fellow-fishermen had toiled all night and
taken nothing, theY' did not abandon their work as fishermen. They
intended to persevere. No doubt they had often before caught fish,
and .they expected they would again be successful. Hence they were
washing their nets in preparation for another night of fishing. In this
they are a~ example to all spiritual fishermen. They need to persevere
in the work of the Lord in spite of the opposition of the world, the
flesh, .and the devil. Their labour is never really in vain in the
Lord. Often there are results of which they are ignorant. The late
Mr. Ormiston, who was the highly esteemed Editor, for many years,
of this Magazine, once told u. in a letter, that after preaching once
at the Circus Church, Portsmouth, a man ,came to him and told him
that he owed his conversion to a sermon which he (Mr. Ormiston)
had preached twenty years before. That was the first time Mr.
Ormiston had heard of that cheering result. In any case we' need
to earn the commendation of being .. good and faithful servants"
whatever the results. But now, hear the Word of the Lord. .. As
the rain cometh down, and the mow from heaven, and returneth not
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thither. but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring -forth 'and bud,
that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater: so shall
My word be that goeth forth out of My mouth: it shall not retnrn
unto me "lJoid. but it shall acwmplish ihat which I please. and it shall
prosper in the thing wJreret(}.. I sent it" (Isaiah Iv. 10, 11).

Notice these words, ye spiritual fishermen. Make sure that your
message is the pure Word of God, the pure Gospel of His grac~.·
Then take comfort from the divine and gracious assurance. .. My
word shall not return unto Me void, but i~ shall accomplish that which
I please,. and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent- it." Here is
the Divine purpose. otice the" shall not" and the two .. it shalls."
The divine purpose must be done. The world, the flesh. and the
devil cannot frustrate t~e divine purpose. Christ, God's beloved Son,
.. shall ·see of the tra"IJail of His soul, and shall be satisfied"
(Isaiah Iiii. 11). He will not be, as some suggest, a 'disappointed

Saviour. Listen to His word. He says, .. All that the Father giveth Me
shall come tJo me; and him that cometh to Me I will in. .no wise
cast out" (John vi. 37). Look up this passage in your own Bibles,
and you will find it is in them-John vi. 37-allof the passage is
there. Thus not one of Christ's sheep) shall fail to come to Him,
and not one of them shall fail to be welcomed by Him when he does,
through His infinite grace, come to Him. He intends all that the
Father giveth Him to come, and who in the universe can prevent His
gracious intentions from being carried out. He intends to go after the

_given ones and bring them. He says .. them also I must. bring, and
they shall hear My voice; and there shall be one fold (flock), and
one Shepherd. . .. I give unto them eternal life; and they shall
never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of My hand"
(John x. 16, 28).

3. Thirdly, this narrative suggests th~t' spiritual fishermen should be
obedient fishermen.

The Lord knew that night time was the usual time for ordinai''J
fishing, but He said in the day time, .. Launch out into the deep,
arrd let down your nets for a draught."

Peter felt he must obey. Though_ he and his companions had toiled
all night and taken nothing he said, .. Nevertheless at Thy word
I will let down the net." I Then what followed ~ ." They inclosed
a great multitude of fishes" and they had to beckon unto their
partners, James and John. to come and help them. The Lord
Himself was on board and His time for a great catch had come and
.. they inclosed a great multitude of fishes." . .

It is o~rs to obey our divine Master.. His command to preach the



Gospel always holds good. There is nothing else to preach. The
Gospel net mus't be regularly let down for a draught. Our constant
aim should be, to be the instruments in the Lord's hands of bringing
sinners into the enjoyment of the blessings of redemption. Our prayer
should be that we may be enabled to open our mouths boldly to
make known the mystery of the Gospel.... We should exhort other

\ Christians to pray that .. the word of the Lord may have free course,
and be glorified. " We should be undeviating in our obedience to
our Master's command, and we should adhere at all times to His
prescribed messages. It pleases G~d through the preaching of the
Gospel, and through the preaching of the Gospel alone, to save them
that believe.

4'. Fourthly, the narrative shows that Sipiritual fishermcn are more or
less sucoessful fishermen.

The results of their labours may vary in degree. There may be
tim~s of little results and times in which the Lord may give large
encouragement. an" the day of Pentecost it pleased' God in His
sovereignty to give very large results, and all through the Acts of the
Apostles large numbers 'were blessed through the preaching of the
old Gospel. The Gospel came to hearers, not in word only, but in
power. But it is not always so. There was great blessing at the
Reformation. Wonderful blessing accompanied what,has been called
the Evangelical Revival in the eighteenth century. But there are also
times of great spiritual deadness, and periods when God may judicia~ly

withdraw His blessing.. In Elijah's time it seemed as if he only was
a faithful witness, and a true servant of God. But even then there
was a remna,nt of seven thousand who had not bowed the knee to
Baal. Conversions are .. not of him that willeth, nor of him that
runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy." When the divine time to
favour a, sinner com~s, then that sinner experiences the favour of, God.
N ever .does God' s Word return unto Him void. Always it accom
plishes that which He pleases. It is ours to go on our way always'
bearing the precious seed of Gospel truth. It is His to bring about
the time when we shall come with rejoicing bringing our sheaves
with us. Some of God's servants plant, and others wat,er, but
.. God giveth the increase," and He gives it when and where He
pleases. .. Let us <then) not be weary in well-doing: for in due
season we shall reap, if we faint not" <?alatians vi. 9).

There is another recorded occasion when Peter and six other
disciples went fishing" and that 'night they caught nothing.~' In the
morning, however, Jesus stood On the shore and he told them to
.. cast the net on the right side of the ship." The result was, the. .
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net was "full of great fishes, an hundred and fi fty and three."
The Lord's time had come. His power was displayed, and great
results followed. Paul, in his ministerial life, laboured more abundantly
than all the other Apostles, and great blessing attended his ministry.
But he took no glory to himself. He said, " Not I, but the grace of
God which was with me" (1. Cor. xv. 10).

5. Lastly, the more Gospel fishermen are' under the influence of the
Spirit, the more humble they will be.

When imon Peter 'Saw the marvellous result which followed his
obedience to the Master's comT{land to let down the nets, "he fell
down at Jesus' knees, saying, Depart from me; for I am a sinful man,
o Lord." H,e felt utterly URworthy to be in His divine Master's
presence. He felt humbled to the dust at the sight of the evidences
of His divine Master's. majesty and power, and he felt deeply
conscious of his sinfulness in the presence of the Holy One of God.

So the truly spiritual fisherman, minister, parent, teacher, ordinary
Christian, needs ever to remember that in him, that is in his flesh,
dwelleth no good thing. He never makes a mistake if he cries,
"God be merciful to me, a sinner." With Job he is ready to say,
" Now mine .eye seeth Thee. Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent
in d~st and ashes." With Isaiah he says, ;' Woe is me! for ~ am
undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the
midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King,
the Lord of hosts" (Job xlii. 5., 6; Isaiah vi. 5). Ho~ever great
~he' blessing which may follow the spiritual fishermen's labours, "no
flesh should glory in His presence." ~'He that glorieth, let him glory
in the Lord" (1. Cor. i. 29, 31). THE EDITOR.

THE RIGHTEOUSNESS WHICH IS IMPUTED.
We are justified by faith. Being justified, all our sins are

covered. God beholdeth us in the righteousness which is imputed,
and not in the sins which we have committed. But imputation of
righteousness hath covered the 'sins of every soul which believeth.
God, by pardoning our sin, hath taken it away; so that now,
althoogh our transgressions. be multiplied above the hairs of our
head, yet, ibeing justified, we are as free and as clear as if there
were not one spot or stain .of any uncleanness in os. Now,/sin
being taken away, we are made the righteousness of God in Christ.
No man is blessed but in the righteousness of Cod: every man whose
sin is taken away is blessed; therefore every man whose sin is
covered is made the righteousness of God in Christ. This righteousness
do make us to appear most holy, most pure, most unblameable before
Him.-HoOKER on }ude.
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WELLSPRINGS.

.. And lo, it wa.s the latter growth after the King's mowings."
(Amos vii. 1): _

How truly does the Church of England collect for the fourth Sund~y
in Advent, express the experience of the child of .God who would
do g~ and yet finds evil so sadly prevalent and the soul thus sorely
.. let and hindered by the way." U the writer of this meditation may
,speak for oneself and from one's own experience, the older one gets
the greater the trials in the daily pathway become, in the little things
of life. They are mere pin-pricks in compaoson with the greater and
sore trials through which -we have been safely brought in our long
pi:lgrimage, but they are very real .. thorns," and they .. hedge up'"
His weak servant's way, when with old age infirmities one is less
able to combat them. Nevertheless, under the Holy Spirit's sancti-
Eying influence, we are made to get blessing out of them, and to even
find the blessedness of Mary's heart whilst possessing Martha's hands.
Such is the divine alchemy .that in our Father's hand, we can find
.. the "bitter is sweet and the medicine food," and the soul is brought
to sweet anchorage rest, whilst walking in the apPointed 'path, and
looking to Him who .. performeth all things for me." Do not you
and I prove, beloved reaCler, how wondrously, day by day, whilst
.. with. thronging duties pressed;'" .. His compassions fail not," and

. better still, He failefh nof, who has been and is and will ba, the God
of all our pil~rim journey of life? It is all things and these little
things, which now beset us, the little as well as the great things, which
are to .. work together for good" to His blood-bought people. The
portion of Scripture 'upon which our meditation is based speaks of
grasshoppers or green worms (margin) which were sent to try .. Jacob "
at that' time, and for which the prophet pleads with his God. How
graciously and efficiently did his God qualify His servant Amos for
his office, and how faithfully did he fulfil it! .. I was no prophet,"
he said to Amaziah, .. neither was I a -prophet's son, but I was a
herdman and a gatherer of sycamore fruit; and the Lord took me as
I fcillowed the flock, and the Lord said unto me, Co, prophesy unto
my people Israel." The faithful teaching underlying the prophet's
warnings and expostulations was, that if national sins are not broken
off, but persisted in, they are bound to bring down national judgements
sooner or later, and then there is no deliverance possible but in a
twning to the Lord In true repentance.



The Gospel Magazi~e

I

79

It must have been a sore trial of faith fOT Amos to find a plague
of these pests eating up all the tender grass and leaving a bare and
and 'waste where his cattle, needed food. Inferentially _some have
thought that this plague of grasshoppers may have .been some invading
army of enemies such as the Assyrian Army, who' would over
run and make waste all the surrounding country, had not the Lord in
His divine compassion and mercy prevented them from performing
their enterprise in answer to His servant's prayers. Who can tell,
dear reader, what the prayers of God's elect in this once happy and
favoured God-fearing I~nd of ours, may not have done in moving
the heart of their gracious and all-compassionate God during these
six sad years of war and all its horrors? Our God has wrought so
divinely and compassionately and forbearingly in preventing the enemy •
to perform all his boasted plan~ of invasi~n and starvation and over-, I

throw of England! Is not that solemn time of which our statesmen
now speak as the Battle of Britain,' when }or twelve m,onths this
country falIght absolutely alone, signal evidence of the gracious and
all-powerful delivera~ce o,f the God of hea~en, into whose ears the
cries of His people' had entered: Oh! for more grace to .. observe
these things," .and then to .. understand the lovingkindness of the
Lord." Let His .. remembrances" be encouraged. and .. keep not
silence," but pray and hope in a delivering God and His mercy,

....and who can tell but that a prayer-hearibg and prayer-answering and
a sin-pardoning God may not yet have mercy and forgiveness and
a revival for our guilty. land, which has so grievously departed from
Him and the good old ways of Bible loving Sabbaths?

'But to return to our text, and whatever the sword is, let us
remember the hand is divine that controls it. It was the time of the
king's mowings, the time of the beginning' of the shooting 'up of
the latter growth, the tender grass, fragile and needing heavenly
showers, and warm sunshine to mature the growths, when 10 a plague
of grasshoppers light upon it, and, if not prevented, will make a
deadly and destru,ctive havoc. I think we older Christians can fully
enter into this as a spiritual experience'. We have had our long
pilgrimage, of mercies .and deliverances wrought for us. Our trials
as sanctified by the influences of the Holy Spirit, the keeper of the
saints. We have been bro~ght through our many troubles and
sorrows, and now, as nearing the end of the way':, and with Home
in sight almost, how trying are these daily little, (and perhaps Ilt an
earlier stag;e of our pilgrimage we should have termed trivial~ trials,
we llOW feel the more, jind our strength the less, to combat them.
But the mercy is the God of all our life is still our God' and Guide
and the Go<;l of grace, who can bestow the promised .. more grace"

,\
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in the day of His aged servants need. It was the time of the latter
growth; the tender grass and the King's mowings! There was a·
throne at the back of all this and a King upon that throne who
decreed those mowings for himself! There w'as a set time for his
kingly mandate, a time to mow and a time. to gather. Child of God.
has your King, the King of Salvation, gathered His fruit from the
m~wings in your trials and sorrows through which you have been
called to pass? Has trial been sanctified in you to His glory?
Has little-faith acquieSced with .. Even so, Father" and seen love
inscribed upon all you have been called to pass through, and are you .
enabled to see a divine hand. controlling the flail, that hand which
does not afflict willingly, but which reminds you that "Whom the
Lord loveth He 'chasteneth? " '

.. Precious though~, my Father knbweth, in His love I rest;
F or what e!er my Father doeth, must be always best;

Well I know the heart that planneth, nought but good for me,
Joys and sorrows interwoven, love in all I see." \'

/ Ah! you and I know, beloved fellow-believer, that .. the King's
mowings," the afflictions and trials which the King of our salvation
sees fit to' put upon us are all a necessary discipline, to lay us low
at His fee, to empty us of self and to draw up our hearts and set
our affectio 1 on things above. And now we are brought to that
one desire to glorify the God cf our salvation and to encourage
others of His little ones, by testifying of what the Lord has done
for our souls in the school of adversity and of the bles~ed and
fruitful "afterward" of sanctified trial.

The clear shining after rain comes at His direction and the clouds
have passed which we may so much have dreaded, and the glory
o,ot to His dear name. There is a word in Phil. iv. 6, which
:xhorts us .. in, everythin'g by prayer and supplication to make known
our requests unto God with thanksgiving." May you and I seek more
of His grace, that whatever the soul's exercise ~, under its present
need, we may look up for divine help and praise Him also. It is
a great a\lti-dote against depression to be enabled to " rejoice always ..
and to desire to see love inscribed upon our every trial, and to
remember that the One Who chastises the child is his Father and
how all the design in our Heavenly father's heart of love to His
children is not to harden, but to soften; and to bring us to Jesus
our alone rest and blessing. Then shall we praise in UT sacredly,

• hap2Y experience 'that the mowings of our heavenly King shall see
the fruits of His own perfect work and way in us, and "He shall
come down like rain upon the mown grass ; as showers that water
the earth and in His days shall the rightcus flourish." Ps. 72. 6-7.

R.
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~ermon6 antJ ~otes of ~ermon6.

, THE JUSTIFICATION OF A SINNER.

(Extract from a Sermon preached in the Eighteenth Century by the
REV. JOHN' NEWTON, Rector of SI. Mary Woolnorth, Lombard

Street, London).

" Who shall la}} an:y£.hing io the charge of God's elect? It is God
that justifieth."-Romans viii, 33.

THE great privilege of the elect, comprehensive of every blessing is,
that they are justified, finally and authoritatively justified from all
that can possibly be laid to their charge; for it is God Himself Who
justifiech them.

The justification of a sinner before God, by faith in the obedience
and atonement of Christ, is considered by many persons, in these days
ef refinement, in no better ligh~ than as a branch of scholastic
theology, which is now exploded as uncouth and obsolete. At the
Reformation, it was the turning point between the Protestants and
Papists. Luther deemed it the ~riterion of a flourishing or a falling
church; that is, he judged the church would always be in a thriving
or q declining state, in proportion as th~ importance of this 'doctrine
was attended to. H'Ow important it appeared to our English
Reformers, many of whom sealed their testimony to it with their
blood, may be known by the writings of Cranmer, Latimer, Philpot,
and others; and by the Articles of the Church of E\lgland, which
are still of so much authority by law, that no person can be admitted
into Holy Orders amongEt us, till he has declared and subscribed his
<:;s~ent to them.

But I hope never to preach a doctrine to my hearers which needs
the names and authority of men, however respectable, for its support.
Search the Scriptures. (John v. 39), and judge by them of the
importance of this doctrine. judge of it by the tC"-t now before us.
TI~e Apo tie speaks of it as sufficient to silence every charge, to tree
from all condemnation, and inseparably connected with eternal life;
for those whom God justifies He will also glorify (Rom. viii. 30).
Though volumes have been written upon the subject, I think it may be
explained in few words. Everyone must give an account of himself
10 God; and the judgment will proceed according to the tenor of
His holy Word. By the law no flesh can be justified, for all have
~:nned (Rom. iii. 19, 20): but they who believe the Gospel will be
justified from all things (Acts xiii. 39), for -which the law would
otherwise condemn them; and as they who believe not are condemned
already (John iii. 18), so believers are already justified by faith,
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and have peace with God, through ouT' Lord Jesus Christ in the
present life (Rom. v. I). They plead guilty to. the charge of the
law; but'they can likewise plead, that ~hey renounce all hope and
righteousness in themselves, and upon the warrant of the word of
promise, put their whole trust in Jesus. as. the end of the law for
righteousness to everyone that believeth (Rom. x. 4); and this
plea is accepted. .. To him that worketh not, but believeth on Him
that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for nghteousness"
(Rom. iv. 5), and his sins I are no more remembered against him
(Heb. viii. 12). I

This justification, in its' own nature, is authol'itative, complete and
final. It is an act of God's mercy which, beea'use fou~ded upon the
meditation of Jesus, may, With no less truth, be styled an act of His
justice whereby the believing sinner is delivered from the curse of the
law, from ~he guilt and power of sin, and is translated into the
kingdom of His dear Son (Co.!. i. 13). It includes the parqon of

. all sin, :and admission to the state of a child of God. It is a
passing from death unto life (John v. 24). By faith" of the operation
of God, the sinner, once afar off, is brought nigh. is accepted in the
Beloved, and becomes one with Him, as the branch is united to tne
vine, and the members with the Head (John xv. IS). His justi
fication, In this sense, from the moment when he begins to live a life of
faith in the Son of God, is perfect, and incapable of increase. I The
principle of life in a new-born infant, and the privileges dependent
upon his birth (if he be the heir of a. great family), are the same
from the first hour, as at any future .time. He is stronger as he
grows up to the stature of a man, but is not more alive; he grows
up likewise more into the knowledge and enjoyment of His privileges.
but -his right to them admits of no augmentation; for he derives it, not
from his years, or his stature, Qr his powers, but from the relation in
which he stands as a child to his father. _ Thus it is with those who
are born from above; they are immediately the children and heirs of
God. though for a time, like minors while und~r age, they may seem
to differ but little from servants (Gal. iv. I, 2); and it doth not yet
ap)1ear what they shall be.

. But though justification in the sight of God be connected w'th the
reality of faith. the' comfortable perception of it in our own consciences
is proportionable to the degree of faith. In young converts. therefore,
it is, usually weak. They -are well satisfied that Jesus is the only
Saviour. and they have no doubt of His ability and sufficiency in that
character, in favour of those who put their trust in Him; but they are
suspicious and jealous of themselves; they are apprehensive of sbme
thing singular in their own case, which may justly exclude them from
His mercy, or they fe~r that they do not believe aright. But the
weakest· believer is a child of God; and true faith, though at first like

-.
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a grain of mustard-seed, is il).terested in all the promises of the Gospel.
If it be true it will grow (Mark iv. 26), it will attain to a more simple
dependence upon its great object, and will work its way, through a
thousand doubts and fears (which for a season, are not without their
use), till at length the weak Christian becomes strong in faith, strong
in the Lord, and is enabled to say, .. I know Whom I· have believed "
(11. Tini. 1. 12). Who shall lay anything to, my charge? Who
shall condemn? It is God that justifieth. It is Christ who died for me
and rose again.

But especially at the great day, the Lord the ] udge shall ratify'
their justification publicly before assembled worlds. Then every tongue
that riseth in judgment against them (Isaiah liv. 17) shall be put to
silence. Then Satan will be utterly confounded, and many who
despised them on earth will be astonished, and say, .. These are they
whose lives' we accounted madness, and their end to be without
honour. How are they numbered among the children of God!"

The right knowledge of this doctrine is a source of abiding jpy;
it likewise animates love, zeal, gratitude, and all the noblest powers of
the soul, and produces a habit of cheerful and successful obedience
to the wfiole will of God. But it may be, and too often is,
misunderstood and abused. If you receive it by divine teaching, it
will fill you with those fruits of righteousness which are by ]es\lS
Christ to the g,lory and praise of God (Phi!. i. 11). But if you learn
it only from men and books, if you are content with the notion of it
in your head, instead of the powerful experience of it in your heart.
it will have a contrary effect. Such a lifeless form, even of the truth
itself, will probably make you heady and high-minded, conscious of
others, trifling in your spirit, and unsettled in your conduct. Ob !
be afraid of resembling the foolish virgins (Matt. xxv.. 1...12), of
having the lamp of your profession expire in darkness for want of the
oil of grace; lest, when the Bridegroom cometh, you should find the
door shut against you.

ETERNITY.

Years ago I met an old Arab 'sitting on the beach by the Sea
at . Kuwait and playing with sand as Cl. child. I watched
him and ~asked: .. What are you doing?" .. Go away," he
said, .. I am thinking on Eternity." .. And what is eternity;>"
Looking at me with deep earnestness, he replied (as the sand slipped
through his fingers)": .. Etemity,-etemity-if a bird should cany
away one grain of all this sand, one grain a year-when ail the
sand had disappearep, eternity would just begin !"

DR. SAMUEL M. ZWEMER in Peace and 'Truth.
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NOT MANY WISE MEN.

AT the corner of a narrow street in Bath stands a confectioner's
shop, with a tea-room behind it. Over the door opening on to the
main road is a large ,oval plaque;- showing a man's head, an im
maculate wig surmounting the * face, long-nosed, intellectual, and
serene. The portrait is of Or. William Oliver, and the shop was
set up by his old coachman Atkins, -who made a fortune from the
sale of tpe buiscuits, whose secret recipe was entrusted to him by
his master just before his death. For the famous .. Bath Olivers"
were the invention of Dr. William Oliver ; and you can .still go to

. the original shop and buy the same buiscuits, stamped with the
head of the inventor, just like the portrait over the door:

William Oliver was the son of a Cornish doctor, who practised
in q modest- way in Bath at the beginning of the eighteenth century.
William, a far cleverer rean than his father, went to the Universities
of Cambridge and Leyden for his medical education, and then set
up for himself in Bath about the year 1725. He soon became
the most famous of the two or three well-known physicians of that
Gty~ Bath was· at that time in the very hey-day of her fame' as a
centre of fashion: her waters were everywhere celebrated, and it
was the proper thing for all the notabilities to flock to Bath .. to
lake the cure," and to mingle in the fashionable throngs at the
Pump Room. -

'Thither came all the leaders of wit and satire, all the beauties of
society, and all the frivolous worshippers of rank .and wealth. But
thither also came I many of the great leaders of the Evangelical
Revival-Whitehe d, Romaine, Verm, and many others. They
came- in the train of Selina, Countess of Huntingdon, a lady much
used of God, especially through her influence over friends in the same
rank. Or. Oliver had patients from both these widely-differing
classes ; he was a man of much kindness, skilful and judicious, arid
his talents were as much at the service of the poor as of the well
to-do, fot he helped to found the Royal Mineral Water Hospital,
where people who could afford to pay nothing were able to obtain
all the advantages of treatment.

Dr. Oliver himself was an unbeliever, what we should call an
ag'lOstic, I suppose, and he did not hesitate to proclaim himself so.
But such were his tact and urbanity that he was always politely
respectful to the opinions of his patients, and thus commended himself
to all. The great Or, Ooddridge came to Bath' in the last stages

·or consumption, and put himself under the kind care of Or. Oliver.
before setting out on his voyage to Lisbon, where his days ended.
The Countess of Huntingdon knew the physician well, and they
often met on social occasions.
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One evening Or. Oliver was dining at Prior Park with Ralph
, Alien, the distinguished company including Lady Huntingdon, and

Bishop Warburton of Glo'-;1cester. Ue talk fell upon the opinions
of Whitefield, the Countess's chaplain. It was at the time ',,,,hen every
body was flocking to hear the great preacher. All were agre~d as to
his eloquence and abilities, b:.Jt Or. Warburton took great exception to
his doctrines. One of the 'guests maint~ined that what Whitefield...
taught was in entire accordance with the Church of England Articles
and with the Confes~ions of Faith of all the Reformed Churches. But
Or. Warburton was very angry at such an idea, and a fierce argument
foEowed in which it is interesting to notice that Dr. Oliver sided with
Lady Huntingdon and Mr. Allen.· In this debate, however, Dr. Oliver's
views were purely intellectual ; his reason and knowledge led him to
see that Whitefield's doctrines were those of the Reformed Churches,
but he himself believed in none of them.

It was not until his last illness that- the great change took place. I As
the famotls physician lay ill, with death slowly approachin-g, he was
seized with <r strong conviction that after all he was altogether wrong,
and that what he had heard from the Scriptures in the preaching of
Whitefield and the conversation of Ladx Huntingdon was the actual
truth. It was a terrible thing to lie there, convinced without a, doubt
that the whole principle of his life had been false. He stood before
God a sinner, stripped of all· his self-satisfaction and with nothin~ to
cover him. It gave him now no relief at all to think of his noted book on
Gout which was running into a third edition; nor of all his efforts for
the good of the poor at the Hospital; nor of the many among the
rich to whom he had brought healing; nor of the large fortune wh~ch
he had made. All these things were worthless' to .him now. Lady
Huntingdon often visited him; and she said she had never seen any
one so completely changed and broken down. A few days before he
died, Dr. Oliver was lamenting his past infidelity. "If only I could
undo the mischief I have done.!' said he, "but I have beef1 more 
zealous in trying to spread the poison of unbelief than most Christians
are in sowing the seed of the Gospel." "Cheer up," responded the
Countess, "Jesus, the great sacrifice for sin, made atonement for our
sins toward our neighbours as much as those toward our God." "I
believe that God certainly can pardon anybody," said the doctor, "but
I fear He will never will pardon such a wretch as I am." " You',
may fear that now," replied his visitor; "but all the same you and I
will certainly meet one day in heaven!" "0 woman, great is thy
faith," said the poor man; "my faith cannot reach so far." But not
long after light floodecl. his soul; he saw the Lord Jesus as his own
Saviour, and we are told that" he departed praising God for His un
speakable griice."

" Not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many
noble, are called.; " but we thank God that there are some, and that
His grace can break down the barriers even of intellect and power and
rank. OAMARIS.
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THE LAST MITE.

As we all know, in days ~ow behind us, men were' imprisoned for
debt: they Were kept in pris;n until their debts were paid. How
hopeless it feels. The POOf insolvent was debarred any attempt at work
with its resultant reward, and was indeed in evil case. He might
hope that some kindly disposed one would pay it for him: he might
dream of windfalls and legacies, or he might wonder if by an:Y means
his creditor's heart would soften and the debt be forgiven him. If
nothing happened, there he must stay, and from all accounts those
old prisons were dreadful abodes of ·misery. How long would he
have to stay there? I was thinking of 'what the Lord said, Matthew
5, 25. "Agree with thine adversary quickly ... lest ... thou
be cast into prison, verily I say unto thee thou shalt by no means .
come out thence till thou hast paid the uttermost farthing." What
'+- devastating dep1and the law makes. The uttermost farthing must
be paid: indeed beyond that-as it says in Luke-" the last mite,"
i.e. half a farthing is due and may not be remitted. - We do not
have such a coin as half a farthing, and in some parts of the country
farthings themselves are not used: they are' regarded as n0t worth
their t)'ouble/ But no thought, word or deed, or as we might say, .
the mere breath of a mite, is too trivial to be left out of our
account with Him with Whom we have to do. The last mite is
entered, and the Saviour of the hopeless, or helpless, tells them that
He is able to save to the uttermost all that come to God by Him,
paying all, forgiving all, and setting the prisoner free. Happy are
they to whom the Lord win not impute sin" charging with the pay
ment of even a rriite. "Bless the Lord, 0 my soul," the Psalmist
said, .. who forgiveth all thine iniquity." God revealed Himself
to Moses as . . . "forgiving iniquity, transgression and sin, and
that will by no means. clear the guilty." He will never say that some

- sins are negligible-not to be taken into account. David believed
this when he prayed that his secret sins might not be left to hang
about on his conscience, or worse ~till not on it. He fled to the
Lord to hide him, he wanted to be of the hidden Israel whose sins
when sought for are not to be found. "Be Su'rety for Thy servant."
Those who pray so in truth and sincerity, know that " He hath not

I dealt with us after our sins." Mercy appears all along the way~

When the destroying angel stretched forth his hand to smite Jerusalem,
The· Lord said " It is enough, stay now thine hand." F or He will
not always be chiding. The apostle asks if He Who spared not
His Own Son, shall He not with Him alsO· freely give us-(he
wrote to his brethren in Christ)-all things? All things. such as
comfort, restoring, tangible goodnessess, help and enlargements·?

The poor debtor was not to get out until he had paid the last
mite of his rightful debts: he must remain in his doleful prison.
And w.e. might ask how long the blessed children of Christ's Father,

.,-
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will have to stay in their heavenly mansions, if they wait u)1til they
render the last mite of thanksgiving to Him Who loved them and
washed them from their sin in His own blood.

FOLLOWER-ON

INFANT SALVATION.
By THE REV. JOHN NEWTON..

In a sermon on .. The Song of the Redeemed," preached in the
eigpteenth century, the Rev. John Newton, Rectqr of St. Mary
W oolnoth, London, says, I think it is at least highly probable, that
when our Lord says, "Suffer little children to co:Oe unto Me, and
forbid them not, for of such ~s the kingdom of heaven," (Malt.
xix. 14), He does not only intimate the necessity of our becoming
like little children in simplicity, as a qualification without which
(as He expressly declares in other places) we cannot enter into
His kingdom, but informs us of a -fact, that the number of infants,
who are effectually redeemed to God by, His blood, so greatly
exceeds the aggregate number of -adult believers, that comparatively
speaking,_ His kingdom may be said to consist of little children.

f The Apostle speaks of them as not !having "sinned after the
similitude of Adam's transgression" (Rom. v. 14), that is, with
the consent of their understanding and ~ll. And when He says,
.. We must all appear before the judgement seat of Christ," he
adds, .. That every man may give an account of what he has done
in the body, whether it be good or bad" (II Cor. v. 10), But
children who die in, their infancy have not done anything in the
body, either good or bad. It js true, they are by nature evil, and
must, if saved, be the subjects of a supernatural change. And
though we cannot conceive !how this change is to be wrought, yet I
suppose few are so rash as tb imagine it impossible that any Im
fants can be saved. The same power that produces' this change in

, some, can produce it in all ; and therefore I am willing to- believe,
till the Scriptures forbids me, Ithat infants, of all nations and
kindreds, without exception" who die before they are capable of
sinning after the similitude of Adam's transgression, who have done
nothing in the body of which they can give account, are included
in the election of grace. They are born for a betle;r world than
this; they just enter this state of tribulation; they quickly pass
through it; their robes are washed white in the blood of the. Lamb,
and they are admitted, for His sake, before the throne. Should I
Ibe asked to draw the line, to assign the age at which children
begin to be accountable for actual sin~ it would give me no pa~n

to confess my ignorance.-The Lord knoweth.
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~rote6tant JJ5eacon.
Dr. A. SAPHIS AND ROMISH APOSTASY.

The Apostle had 'shown (Heb. viii. 13) that the old covenant
W\lS ready to vanish away ; yet he is anxious to show that it was
given of God. and for the appointed time full of blessing and
instruction. It also possessed ordinances of divine service; that
is. the divine service connected with it was given of God. instituted
and sanctioned as a law among Israel. But the sanctuary was'
" worldly." that is visible and tangible. accorping to this present
WQrld. and built with materials belonging to this earthly creation.

But now we worship in the heavenly sanctua;y. By the des--
truction (If the Temple, God declared unto the whole world. in
the solemn language of judgment. what he had before revealed by
His Spirit to His saints. They knew the' my-stery of the Church:
that during the times of the Gentiles. while Itrael. on account
of unbelief. is set aside as the theocratic '~nd central nation. God
gathers to Chnst a people from among Jews and Gentiles, who

_united in one body by one Spirit, and through the mediation of the .
I-tigh Priest. have access unto the Father. They PlQssess the sub--
stanoe, the body. the fulness of which Iuael had shadows. pictures.
and manifold and imperfect emblems. Through the death of Christ.
and by the outpouring of the Holy Ghost. the new covenant saints
have entered into the true worship of sons.

. . ,
Jesus is' the perfect Mediator; He perfectly accomplishes mediation;

He brings us nigh unto God by His blood, He brings God nigh unto
us by His Spirit. I

There is no room in the Church-dispensatiol1' for anything like the
Levitical priesthood and symbolism. We who believe in Jesus. who
honour the Adorable Lord as the one Mediator between God and
man. regard with profound sorrow. dismay. and abhorrence the anti
christian attempt to intToduce priestly mediation between Christ and
His people. Christ is the only Prophet, and of Him. and none eEe.
the Father says to us. "H!:ar ye Him." Christ is the only High
Priest; 'ind because He is on the throne of God. we are to come
boldly. even out of the depth of our ·sin and weakness; we ascend
above angels and principalities into the highest heaven, and find
there help in time of need. Jesus is King, and has all power in
heaven and on earth; and by the Holy Ghost He energises in every
saint who cleave:; to Him. It is true. that in the old dispensation
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there. were s~bols. They were not man-invented, but God-given
'they descended from heaven; they derived their 'authority from God;
they originated in the divine mind; they were framed by Him who
seeth the end frpm the beginning, and I Who in the most elementari
and partial revelation has regard to the harmony and organic unity
of the whole. Again, these symbols were to teach, to signify: to
illustrate spiritual truths. The divine word, the teaching of the pro- ,
phets, and the very instinct of the godly, continually p.ointed <;lway
from the symbol ta the reality, to the heavenly \sanctuary, to the
worship .of the broken and the contrite heart. And last of all, they I

were known to be temporary, the star and moonlight to guide and
cheer the faithful who waited for the sunrise, the p'romised redemp
tion. What has Israef's symbolism-God-given, inspi~ed, spiritual,
heart-searching, and Christ-unfolding-to do with the inventions and
institutions of men, substituted for the Word of God, and placed,
not to illust-rate, but to obscure the truth as it is in Jesus? Has the
Church IOf Rome been, like the law, a schoolmaster to lead men unto
Clrrist, t<J deepen the knowledge of sin, to exalt fuc holiness Qf God,
to magnify His boundless grace, to point to the Lamb of God, and
to the one perfect and all-sufficient sacrifice?

What a marvellous confusion of Jewish, Pagan, ant! Christian
elements do we see here. Jewish things which have waxed old, and
vanished away; preparatory and imperfect elements which the apostle
does not scruple to call beggarly now that the fulness has come-
revived without divine authority, and changed and perverted to suit
circumstances for which they were never intended. Pagan things, ap
pealing to the deep-seated and time-confirmed love of ·idolatry, and
of sensuous and mere outward performances; the Babylonian worship
of the Queen of" Heaven; the intercession of saints and angels, the
mechanical repetition .of formulas, the superstitious regard of places,
seasons, and relics. Buried among these elements are some .relics
of Christian truth, without which this ingenious fabric could not have
existed so ~ong, and influenced so many minds-a truth which in
the merciful condescension of God is blessed to sustain the life of
His chosen ones in the mystical Babylon. This so-called Church,
vast and imposing, opens its door wide, except to those who honour
the Scriptures, and who magnify the Lord Jesus. It can forgive
sins, and grant pardons and indulgencies, extending the astounding
assumption of jurisdiction even beyond the grave; yet it cannot bring
peace to the wounded conscience, and renewal to the aching heart,
because it ~ever fully and simply declares the effiicacy of the blood

..

I
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lof .Jes\lS, by which we obtain perfect remission, and the power of the
Holy Ghoot, who joins us to Christ. \

This community speaks of sacrifice, of altars, of priesthood, and
stands between the people and the sanctuary above, the only High

• Priest, who by His sacrifice has entered for us into the holy of
, holies. And in our day this great ~Apostasy has reached a point

which we would fain regard as its culminating point, when it places
the Virgin lMary by the side of the Lord Jesus as sinless and pure,
and when it arrogates for man infallible authority over the heritage
~.f God. I

(DR. A. SAPHIR'S Exposition of the Epistle to the Hebrews, page
\ 540-545).

ALL SCRIPTURE THE WORD OF GOD.

By THE LATE CANON EOWARO HOARE, MA

A second truth respectin'g inspiration is that the whole of the
Scriptures is the word of God. It is a very com~on thing to hear
~eople' . s?-y that the word of God is in Holy Scripture, but that
the whole of Holy Scripture is not the word of. God. This
is the same as if it were said that part of the Bible is inspired and
part not; that part is the word of God and part 'not; that· it is
not all truth, though there is truth in part of it.

What a miserable foundation we should have for. our faitH if
such were the case . Suppose you wanted some needles for your
use, and anyone, instead of giving you a packet of needles, were
to ~give you a bundle of hay and tell you that there were some
needles scattered somewhere throughout it, would you' thank him
for his gift? And so, if the -Bible were a large 'human book with
portions of divine truth scattered here and there li'ke needles in the
hay, as a plfictical book for our Qwn faith and guidance it would
be utterly worthless, for we should never know where tu find the
truth, and never be sure that we had really found it. But when
we are taught as in iI Timothy iii, 16, that all Scripture is given
by inspiration of God, then we know with what. we have' to deal.
We have not to search from Genesis i, to Revelation xxii, in the
hope that if we are sufficiently fortunate we may find somewhere
or other some scattered seeds 'of hidden truth; but we have Diviile
truth from the beginning to the end~ and we may apply to the whole
the words of our Blessed Lord, .. Thy Word is Truth."

(Great Princ;iples of Divine Truth, pages 5 and 6).
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• MRS. E. T. SIMMS, OF KNOCK, CO. DQWN.

WE received on February 9th last from her husband, Mr. Marcolm
Simms, the news of the Home Call of Mrs. Emily T. Simms, of
Littleholme, 10 Ormiston Park, Knock, Co. Down, Ireland. She died
on January 14th last. If she had liyed until January 21 st, she would
have been 88 years old. She had thus reached an advanced age.
Though we never saw her, we have received many letters from
her during the last 28 years. Being a devoted reader of the Gospel
M agazine, and greatly enjoying its pages, she often wrote and referred
to its contents. We 'believe she had been a subscriber long before we
knew anything of h~r. Now at last he long life on earth is ended,
but she has entered upon the life in Heaven which goes on for ever.
What. a great aud unspeakable mercy it is to have the full assurance
of her eternal blessedness and of the' eternal blessedness'of all who
die in the Lord.

Mrs Simms was twice- married. Mr. Simms whom she has left
behind was' considerably younger than she was, and naturally he feels
his loss keenly. To him and to Mrs. Simms' relatives we extend tender
Christian sympathy. The da.y is coming 'when all the Lord's people
will be caught up 'together to meet the' Lord in the air.. Then shaH
they ever be with the Lord. .. Wherefore" says' the Apostle,
•. Comfort one another with these words." (I Thess. iv. 17, 18).

THE. .LATE MR. E. ]. FUTTER, OF IPSWICH.

W"RITING on March 26th, Mr. S. E. Cordle, of .Chelmondiston,
near Ipswich, said, .. I am writing to tell you that dear Mr. Futter has
entered his eternal rest. He evidently had a stroke which affected his
brain, but he did not lay many days, before he passed' ·away. The
memory of the just ~s blessed."

Thus another of the Lord's people, who loved the Gospel Magazine,
and/the great truths for which it stands pas been called Home. Shortly
.after we came here, about 28 years ago, we had our first letter from
Mr. F utter, indicating his love for the doctrines' of grace. Subsequently

<on several occasions he visited us, and we had Christian fellowship
together. Late; he, for many years, organised the preaching of an
Annual Sermon in a schoolroom at Ipswich, belonging to iMr. Bird,
a retired Bank Manager and a Christian. The service was held on a
week night in the Autumn and about 50 assembled each time, coming
m cars for miles arbund. Amongst those who came were the Cordle
family of Chelmondiston. A . collection' was given to the Aged
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Pilgrims' Friend Society, and we were privileged to be the preacher
on each occasion. The ,occasions were times of happy Christian
fellowship with Mr. Futter and Mr. Bird and 1\111'. Till, and with
the' many who gathered at the services. •

Later on, Mr. Bird was called Home and the schoolrocm passed
into other hands. Mr. F utter was a godly farmer in Ipswich and
he regularly preached in the schoolroom. His wife, however, died,
and h~ gave up the farm and went and lodged with members of the
Cordle family at Chelmondiston.- ot long ago he removed to a
sister in Lincolnshire, and under ,her roof we uQderstand, his call Home
came. We believe he must have been about 84 years of age.

Frequently he would copy out extracts from 'doctrines of grace
writers to appear in the Magazine. While a farmer he would allow

• no smoking on his premi es. On one occasion, he told us that once
a sheep goes astray it can ne~er find its way back again. How 'true
that is of human sheep. They can never find their way back to God
of themselves. The good Shepherd must seek and-save them. He
must, so to speak, seek them until He finds, them, and then put them
on His shoulder and brirw them back. .. No man" He says, .. Can
come to Me, except the Father which hath sent me, draw him . . . .
Every man therefore that hath heard, and hath learned of the Father,
cometh unto Me." (John vi. 44, 45),so the Reformers taught. In
their Article'x (of free will) they said, .. The condition of man after
the fall of 'Adam is such that he cannot, turn and prepare himself, by
his own natural strength and good works to faith, and calling upon
God." Our warm Christian sympathy goes out to the surViving mem
bets of Mr. F utter' s fa~ily. '

..
MRS. E. S.· PONTIFEX, OF LEAMINGTON SPA.

We were sl.\rprised to see in the list of deaths in the Daily Telegraph
for March .1 st, the name of Mrs. Elizabeth Shields Pontifex, of
Leamington Spa. Mrs. Pontifex lived for a long time at Clacton-on
Sea. During the present war, however, she was bombed out, and
eventually ~ettled at Leamington. F or many yea~ she has been an
appreciati e reader of the Gospel Magazine and many tImes in the
year she would enclose gifts to the Gospel M,agazine Fund. Both
while at Clacton-on-Sea, and subsequently while residing in Leamington,
she has often written to us. We never met her, but her name was quite
familiar to us. Her letters indicated that she was one of the Lord's
people. - Now we learn that on Tuesday, February 27th 1945, the
Lord has taken her to her eternal Home. We dp not know if she·
left any relatives behind, but if she did, we tender them our Christian
sympathy.
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My OWN SoUL ALSO, or The Crisis of the Church, by the Rev.
Murdoch Campbell, M.A., pp. 71, price 1/6 post free.

,(Obtainable from the Rev. Murdoch Campbell, M.A., 41, Havelo:.:k
Street, Glasgow, W.). .

The author ef this new little volume is also the author of .. God's
Unsettled Controversy" which we reviewed very favourab~y some time
ago. . We are glad to learn that many thousands of that book have
~een printed and the demand for it continues. This new book is of a
different orde;. Its subject is to set forth, 'apparently, the doctrine of
a millenium before the Lord comes. Much that it contains is excellent.
The atithor fully realizes, as a good many fail to realize, how terribly
the professing Church, of all denominatoins have departed from' the
Word of God, but we gather that he believes that the time wilt
come when there will be a wonderful revival without the personal return
of the Lord-Jesus Christ. Then Isaiah ii, 2-4 will have its accomplish
ment.

We gather that he rightly objects to the view, held by some, that the
Lord will reign personall:y on earth. . Some excellent writers on proph
ecy, however, hold that our Lo'rd will come visibly and reign, but that
His Kingship will be ~xercised from His throne in heaven, and ~e

saints who .reign with Him, will have their home in Heaven, not on
the earth. The subject is'too ;ast for a brief review. On page 63

I he says, .. Some of the finest and most affectionate Christians in the
modem world are those )':ho truly believe in the p~rsonal and visible
(i.e. physical) return of the Lord Jesus, and if they do not always
appreciate the considerable exegetical and theological difficulties implied
in their belief, they are still graciously affected by what they believe."
He goes on to say, .. One would fain attain to the strong assurance
of these Christian friends, and yet we also, who have hitherto been'
unable to accept their position, are looking earnestl1 for the coming
of our Lord." We presume therefore that the author does not truly
believe'in the personal and visible (i.e. physical) return of the 'Lo ~

Jesus." _

The views held by a large number are indeed many ~nd varied and
it must be difficult for simple Christians to conclude what is really
the teaching of the Bible on this great subject. We suggest that it
would be well if both ministers and people would get back to the
simple language of the whole Bible on the subject. Why should we
not believe that" Judah and Jerusalem" mean .. Judah and Jerusa
lem," and that when God says" Israel doth not know, My people doUt
not consider," He means Israel, His own peculiar people. It would
-be well, we think, if a larger number would avoid dogmatising on the
p'rophetic Scriptures until they had prayer fully read them over again,
and again, and again.
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A WORD FROM AUSTRALIA.

Dear Mr. Houghton,
Some little time ago I received a letter from you, sent by my

brother at Tingal in Tasmania, and now I desire to thank you very
sincerely not only on my own behalf but also on behalf of all the
family for the letter and for your kind sympathy for the losS we
have sustained in the passing of our dear Father. Dear J~hn
Newton spoke the truth when he said" We miss them day by ·day."
Indeed we feel it in connection with all our dear ones who hay'
gone on before. .

Last Monday, New Year's Day, we went to" the Upwey
Convention and among other speakers we heard your son, "Bishop
Frank Houghton, give a fi~e message from the Lord's word to
Peter as recorded in Luke, 22, v. 31.

I had the opportunity afterwards for a few words with your
son; and he was very interested in my reference to the G ospef
Magazine, and to our family having taken it for longer than I can
remember. And now my brothers and I are still taking it. Indeed,

" as I told your son, we would let every other Magazine go before
we gave that up. He agreed and said .. Yes there is solid food
illt that." Indeed we find it so. So now I must close. With our
united kind regards and desires that Cods richest blessing may still
rest upon you and ,the Magazine.

I am, yours very sincerely,
I GEORGE HOLDER.

,

Clo POST OFFICE,

CROYDON,

VICTORIA,

AUSTRALIA.

January 4th, 1945. -

FAMINE I HOLLAND. _

.. Hlack market' prices haye risen to aStronomical heights.
People in the west of Holland pay 2/- for a potato, £ 1 for a
pint of milk, £ 10 for a loaf. With all this the famine has cost
thousands of lives. In the Hague the number of deaths in the
last week of Jan'uary, 1945, was over 250 per cent. It has been re

.ported that in some larger towns there are not. enough coffins to
bury the dead. Corpses are buried in mass graves."-The Tim9
Monday, March 5th, !l945.

o the mercies we have in England! Are we thankftll enough?
Editor of Gospel Magazine.



TJ.e Gospel' Magazine 95

I ETERNAL PUNISHMENT.

A REGULAR writer in The Record. in its issue for June 16th last. says:
.. It is long since I heard the • Athanasian Creed' recited: out I
heard it (and joined gladly in it) on Trinity Sunday, commencing at
the third verse and omitting the last two verses-a very simple method
of avoiding the so-called • monitory clauses' . .. No one now
accepts ex animus the clauses once called • damnatory.' then softened
into • minatory,' and then diluted into • monitory.'''

We imagine that the old Evangelical stalwarts of, the Church of
England could hardly have .. joi ed gladly" .in the A thanasian Creed
if they knew that the last two verses were to be omitted. The
Reformers and their decided followers would all have joined solemnly
in one of the last two verses of this creed, which says: .. And they
that have done good shall go into life eyerlasting; and they that have
done evil into everlasting fire." • ,

Do not these words teach the very solemn truth which was taught
by our Lord Himself m His parable of the sheep and the goats?
He says, .. Then shall He say Iso unto. them on the left hand,
Depart from Me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the
devil and his angels. And these shall go away into everlasting
punishment: but the righteous into life eternal" (Matthew xxv. 41,
4").

If men deliberately omit the words quoted above from the
Athanasian Creed, then logically they must omit the words quoted
from our Lord's parable in Matthew twenty-five. More than fifty
years ago we read of a minister in Scotland doing this, and it would
appear from the writer in The Record that a very large number of
professing Christians now reject the teaching of our Lord on thi~ •
solemn subject.

We feel that such rejection is on outstanding illustration of the
growing apostacy from all the great truths of Scripture. .. The time
will' come when they will not endure sound doctrine. . And they
shall turn away their ear~ from the truth, and shall be turned into
fables." So Wrote the inspired Apostle (11. Timothy iv. 3, 4).

However mysterious some of the truths, revealed in S<;:ripture may
be to us, we are bidden to... receive with weakness the engrafted
word, which is able to save our souls" (James i. 21).

We a~e living in solemn times. Departure from the old truth~ of
the inspired Word is increasingly prevalent; and the Lord's true people
need to beware of false prophets, and to stand fast m the faith once
for all delivered to the saints.

======
NEWS FROM NEW YORK.

ONE of our warm-hearted readers, living in' Troy, New York, in a
letter dated December 14th, 1944, s~ys:-

I have been putting off writing about the death of. one of my
d~arest friends, Mrs. Kate St. Verbeck, who fell asleep in Jesus'

\ November 18th, 1943.



96 The CospeL Magazine

She was a great lover of the Magazine and many times we enjoyea
it together. She used to say she read it from cover to cover. Now
she is at rest in Jesus, the Saviour she adored, and I am reminded of
T oplady's lines:

.. Loved, while on earth, nor less beloved though @one;
Think not I envy you your crown;
No, if I could, I would not call you down.
Though slower be my' pace,
To you I'll follow on,
Leaning 6n Jesus all the way,
Who, now and then, lets fait a ray
Of comfort from His throne."

D~ar old England! How I hate ~o see it so destroyed, but God is
still Ruler of Heaven and earth, so we must be submissive ro His will.

I have often wondered· if Grove Chapel is still standing. May
the Lord watch over you and- 'all His dear people in England and
in the U.S.A.

EDITdRIAL.
Received by the Editor. with many thanks: MISS A. J. M. Jones;

Mrs. A.. M. Williams; Mrs. Fuller: Miss G. Maskell; Mrs. M Simms ~
Miss E. C. Turner; Mrs. E. Peer: Mrs. R. Popham; Mr. J. H. Rose;
Mr. George Holder; Miss E. Woodward; Rev.. W. T. Andress;
Mrs. C. Gre~g; Mrs. D. Leckie; Miss M. S. Crampton; Miss R. Cowell;
Mr. S. F. Pau!; Mr. C. E. Ccrdle; I\lliss J. Alexander; Dr. L. M.
Houghton; Bishop F. Houghton.

===~==
EXTRACTS FROM CORRESPONDENCE.

From-Bath: .. The Magazine is all a real help."
Fram Hove: "We have lour copies here, one to send to my son,

and the others to lend te our friends. They are so much appreciated."
From Eastbourne: .. The Gospel Magazine has often given me mud;

comfci·t through these weary years of war. It is so nice to find the solid
Evangelical truths set forth still."

From Bri~bane:."An ancnymous friend send~ me The Gospel
MagaZine edited by yourself. I have long felt constrained to tell, you
how much I valu2 it. The first time it came, I remember I was greqtly
distressed, and it came as 'cold waters to a thirsty soul.' ..

Frcm Battle: .. I always enjoy seeing the Magazine and find it
in~eresting add helpful."

From Hove: .. I fee! much indebted to the Magazine fer introducing
m~ to Mr. Cottey's Lendin~ Library of sound the.ological literature:'
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