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.. ,~rho comfort~th us in all our tribulation, that we ma}' be able to comfort the.m
which ar~ in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted

of God. IJ-2 CORI:-l'TllIA:'iS i. 4.

OUR DELIVERING GOD.

.. And when Petel; was come to himself, he said, Now 1 fEnow of
a surety, that the Lord hath sent His angel, and hath delivered
me out of the hand of H ero'd, and from all the expectation of
the peolple of the ]ews."-AcTs xii. 11.

THE Herod mentioned in this verse was Herod Agrippa I. He was
grandwn of Herod the great to whom the wise men came (Matthew
ii. 1 &c.). At· the time referred to in Acts xii. he was king of the
whole of Palestine. Hence he had authority in Jerusalem, and -he
used his authority to kill James, the brother of John, with' the sword.
Seeing that this cruel act pleased the Jews, he proceeded further to
take Peter also, intending after the Passover to bring him forth to the
people, with the intention of putting him also to death. Prayer,
however, was "made without ceasing of the church unto God for
him," anc;l the narrative shows how wonderfully God delivered Peter
in answer to the unceasing prayer of His people.

The record of this deliverance was written for our learning, that
we through patience and comfort derived from this Scripture might

have hope.

Trials came to the apostles. Trials came to all the saints in
apostolic times, and they come in various forms to the saints to-day.
The God, however, who delivered Peter, is our God. He who
heard the prayers of His people, gathered in the house of Mary, the
mother' of John, hears the prayers of His people to-day. His ears are
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ever open to the prayers of His praying people, and there is nothing
He cannot do for them. Ought it not to be our primary and constan~

habit to go to Him with all our difficulties, sorrows, trials and problems:
as did the Church of God in Peter's case? The members of the
Church must have been awfully saddened when they heard that ] ames
was killed with the sword. Now their sorrow was terribly increased.
Peter was apprehended and it was evidently the wicked intention of
Herod to kill Peter. What could the members of the Church do?
They could resort to human and fleshly methods to deliver Peter, but
they refrained from all methods of a worldly and fleshly character,
and they united together in unceasing prayer to God on Peter's behalf.
The wonderful answer to that prayer is given by Peter himself in the
verse placed at the head of this Family Portion.,

I. First, we learn that God can deliver His people from the
purposes of men. It was Herod's purpose to kill Peter as he had
kill~d James. To, that end he apprehended him, put him in prison,
delivered him to four groups of four soldiers to keep him, intending
in a short time to put him to death. The Lord, ho\vever, frustrated
his evil purposes, though it seemed as if nothing could hinder him from
carrying out his wicked designs. Let us never forget, however, that
nothing is too hard for the Lord. With Him all things are possible.
Let this truth take a firm grasp of your minds. Hold it fast. Grasp
it tenaciously. .. The Lord bringeth the counsel of the heathen to
nought: He maketh the devices of the people of none effect. The
counsel of the Lord standeth for ever, the thoughts of His heart to all
generations" (Psalm xxxiii. 10, 11). A time would come when
Peter would be put to death, but it would not be in Herod's time.
(See John xxi. 18, 19).

2. Secondly, we learn that God can deliver His people tram the
power of men. Peter said, .. The Lord hath delivered me out of the
hand of Herod." That king had a powerful hand. His power had
already been displayed in the case of J ames. It had been further
displayed against Peter. He deprived Peter of his liberty, put him in
prison, provided a powerful guard of soldiers to keep him. Herod's
prison, Herod's soldiers and Herod's chains kept Peter under Herod's
power. Humanly speaking, Peter's fate was sealed. In a few days
what had happened to James would happen to Peter. But Peter was
able to say, .. The Lord hath 'sent His angel, and hath delivered me
out of the hand of Herod." Let us remember that there are limits to
all human power. Nebuchadnezzar was a mighty king. His power
was such that he said to those three young men, .. Who is that God
that shail deliver you, out of my hands?" The young men's faith in
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God was such that they said, .. Our God Whom we serve is able to
deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and He will deliver us out
of thine hand, 0 king." Later on, NebuchadnezziH was obliged to
say, .. Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego,
Who hath sent His angel, and deI.ivered His servants that trusteth in
Him and have changed the king's word, and yielded their bodies, that
they might not serve nor worship any god, except their own God."
Then the king ~dded and said, .. There is no other God that can
deliver after this sort." (Daniel iii.. 15, 17, 28, 29).

All this is written for our instruction. Men may boast of their own
power as though it had no limits to it, but' over and over again God
has demonstrated to His own people, and to the world ~t large, that
His power is unlimited. With Him all things are possible. Joshua
told the children of Israel tbat they should let tneir children know how
the Lord's hand of power ~as put forth on behalf of His people in
tne times of old. He said, .. The Lord your God dried up the waters
of Jordan from before you, until ye were passed over, as the Lord
your God did to the Red Sea, which He dried up from before us,
until we were gone over: that all the people 'of the ear/h. .might l~no1lJ

the hand of the Lord, that it is mighty: that ye might fear the Lord
your God for ever" (Joshua iv. 22-24).

We, dear friends, who arc living to-day need to remember that our
God is a God of unlimited power. He is able to do exceeding
abundantly above all that we ask or think. He can act now as He
has acted in the times that are past. Let us ponder these inspired
records. Let us tell our children of them, and let us trust in Him in
our times of danger, difficulty and trial. 0 how weak is our faith
oftentimes, .. Why are ye fearful," the Lord says to us, ': 0 ye of
little faith?" Your God is not dead, nor has He ceased to love you
and care for you. Seek by His grace to say afresh, .. Behold, God
is my salvation; I' will trust and not be afraid."

3. Thirdly, we learn that God can deliver His people from the
expeclation of men. '

Peter said, .. The Lord hath delivered me from all the eXlpectation
of the people of the Jews."

The Jews were pleased that Herod had killed J ames, the brother
of John. Now they were pleased at Peter's apprehension, and were
fully expecting that Peter's fate would be similar to that of James.
They were looking forward with joyful hope to Peter's execution.
How awful that it should be a pleasure and an object of hope in their
minds that Peter should be put to death. This, however, is what the
tru~ saints of God must expect. T rue, all do not suffer to the same
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extent, but all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall ,suffer
persecution more or less. .. If ye were of the world, the world would
love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chos~n

you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you" (John xv. 19).

Even so, the expectation and desire of the world are not always
gratified. The believer has his expectation as well as the world. He
says, .. My soul, wait thou only upon God: for my expectation is
from Him. He only is my rock and my salvation: He is my defence;
I shall not be moved" (Psalm lxii. 5, 6). The believer often by
faith expects deliverance, and his expectation is not disappointed.
Hence Peter could say, .. The Lord hath delivered me! from all the
expectation of the people of the JeDJs."

4. Fourthly, we learn that the Lord maJ) often deliver at the last
moment. The very last night before Peter's intended execution had
come. His case seemed hopeless. Yet the Lord enabled him to sleep.
Midnight probably had come. .. Peter was sleeping between two
soldiers, bound with two chains: and the keepers before the door kept
the prison." No matter. .. The angel of the Lord came upon him,
and a light shined in the prison: and he smote Peter on the side, and
raised him up, saying, Arise up quickly. And his chains fell off from
his hands. (Note all these details.) And the angel said unto him,
Gird thyself and bind on thy sandals. And so he did. And he saith
unto him, Cast thy garment about thee, and follow me. And he went
out and followed him; and wist not that it was true which was done
by the angel; but thought he saw a vision. When they were past the
first and the second ward (i.e., the two soldiers) they came unto the
iron gate that leadeth unto the city." What happened then? The
iron gate .. opened to them of his own accord: and they went out, and
passed on through one· street; and forthwith the angel departed from
him." How wonderful, marvellously wonderful it all was. Then
Pete~ came to himself and said, .. Now I know 'of a surety that the
Lord hath delivered me out of the hand of Herod. " We are thus
taught not to give up hope. The last moment may have come. All
possibility of deliverance may seem to be gone for ever. Yet, at the
last moment, the Lord's delivering power may be manifested. It was
so with Abra}1am. That man of faith had bound Isaac, his son, and
laid him on the altar. He took the knife to slay his son. In another
moment it seemed that Isaac would be slain. Just then, however, the
angel of the Lord called unto Abraham. Twice over He said,
" Abraham," and Abraham answered .. Here am I." Then the
gracious words came, .. Lay not thine hand upon the .lad, neither do
thou anything unto him: for now I know that thou feareth God,
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seell1g thou hast not withheld thy SOli, thine only son, from Me."
Thus, as Or. Watts says,

.. ] ust in the last distressing hour
The Lord displays delivering power;
The mount of clanger is the place
Where we shall see surprising grace."

5. Fifthly, we learn that the Lord delivered Peter 111 answer to
prayer.

The moment Peter was imprisoned, prayer unceasing was offered by
the Church unto God on Peter's behalf. We can imagine that
indivjdual members of the Church w9uld pray. Many would gather
together to offer united supplication to God for his deliverance. The
last night before his intended execution came, and still prayer was
offered. Many gathered together that night in the house of Mary, the
mother of John, whose surname was Mark. They were gathered
together praying. They went on praying, probably beyond midnight.
Suddenly a knock was heard. A damsel went to hearken, and to her
astonishment she heard Peter's voice. So glad was she that she ~an

in and told how Peter stood before the gate. They could not believe
it. The knocking, however, went on, and when they had opened the
door there was Peter. The Lord had wonderfully heard the voice of
their prayer. The two soldiers between whom Peter was sleeping, and
to whom he was chained, did not know what had happened, nor did
the two who were on guard outside' the' room' where Peter was
imprisoned. The iron gate was obliged to open of its own accord, and
thus Peter was divinely delivered from the hand of Herod. With our
God, dear friends, nothing is impossible. Doubt not, then, that He is
an omnipotent God, a delivering God, a God Who listens to His
people's cries and does for them more abundantly than they can ask
or think.

Whitington Vicarage,
Sto/re Ferr)),

King's L))f111, N orfoUr.

THE EDITOR

(Thomas Houghton).

TEACHERS OF BIBLE TRUTH.
WE are not dreamers, nor retailers of a second-hand philosophy, nor
asserters of opinions that are still .. in the air" and may never reach
terra firma. It is with settled, not unsettled questions that we have to
deal in the pulpit. The articles of our creed are not articles of doubt
but of faith. We are teachers of what we have learned out of the
one great Volume, by the enlightenment of the heavenly Spirit.

DR. H. BONAR·
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THE WORD OF GOD AND THE FOOD SITUATION.

.. And out of the ground made the Lord God to grow every tree that
is pleasant la the sight, and good for food."-GENESIs ii. 9.

AT the time of writing the food situation is serious. The Times for
February 7th says, .. Last week-end national broadcasts in the United
States announced that • nothing short of a miracle' could arrest mass
starvation in Europe'. . : Europe is short of bread, meat, and milk.
Over 130,000,000 Europeans have to subsist on two-thirds of the
British ration and something like half that number on a half or less
of the British ration. Conditions vary between State and State and
between town and countryside. There are local famines already.
The worst areas are Warsaw, Budapest, the urban districts of Austria,
Yugoslavia, Slovakia and Finland, Greece, Northern Italy, parts of
Rumania and Bulgaria, and the German towns. Tuberculosis,
dysentery, typhoid, typhus, rickets, and high m_aternal and infant deaths
are spreading. The likelihood of a repetition of mass famine in India
and the Far East, because of the failure of rice supplies, has been
officially recognised. Harvests in Australia, Argentina, and Africa
have been cut down by drought and other causes; natives in South
Africa are flocking from the reserves in search of food. Between now
and July Europe -requires 17,000,000 tons of wheat, and only
12,000,000 tons, half from the United States, will be available."

Thus the, great world war is being followed by famine and
pestilence, all three being, as the Word of God tells us, divine judg
ments for national transgressions. These, together with the noisome
beast, are described as God's .. four sore judgments." (See Ezekiel
xiv. 12-21). Our own Minister of Food has felt it necessary to
announce further limitations and changes in the nation's diet in
consequence of the serious food situation.

F or those who reaq this magazine the question arises, What saith
the Scripture concerning the food situation? The Word of God is
a lamp unto our feet and a light unto our path. What does it say to
us about food in general and about spiritual food in particular?

... 1. First, -it tells us that at the beginning God provided food for
all living creatures.

To Adam and Eve He said, .. Behold, I have given you every
herb bearing seed, which is upon the face of all the earth, and every
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tree, in which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed: to you it shall be
for meat."

Then in regard to other creatures He said, " To every beast of the
earth, and to every fowl of the- air, and to every thing that creepeth
upon the earth, wherein there is life, I have given every green herb for
mea!."

In the garden of Eden itself we read;. "Out of the ground made
the Lord God to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight, and
good for food." Of these trees God said to Adam, "Of every tree
of the garden thou mayest freely eat." (Genesis i. 29, 30; ii. 9, 16).
The time referred to in these verses was before the Fall. The food
provided was' vegetarian in character. Sin had not entered. Hence
there was no death. Both animals and man lived peaceably together.
The lions did not roar after their prey. Bears did not steal lambs and
devour'them. As there was no sin, so there was no death. No death
arising from war, famine or pestilence.

It is remarkable, however, to notice that the first human sin was
associated with the eating of food. The fruit of one tree in the garden
w~s divinely forbidden. The old serpent, called thlC Devil and Satan,
made the divine command in reference to that one tree the occasion of
tempting Eve to transgress the command of her Creator.. "She took
the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with
her; and he did eat." Thus by one man sin entered into the world,'
and death by sin, and so death passed upon all men for that all sinned
in Adam. (See Rom. v. 12). Even the eating of food which is not
forbidden may in the case of fallen men be associated with sin and
terrible divine judgments. Of the people in Noah's time our Lord
says, "They did eat, they drank, they married wives, they were given
in marriage, until the day that Noah entered into the ark and the flood
came and destroyed them all" (Luke xvii. 26, 27). How necessary
'it is for God's people to take heed to the injunction, "Whether
therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of
God" (I. Cor. x. 31).

2. Secondly, the Word tells us that ever since the Fall man must
labour hard for his bodily food.

"In the sw;at of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return
unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and
unto dust shalt thou return" (Gen. iii. 19). Those words are
solemnly true today., Food and other temporal mercies are the result
more or less of hard labour. Some, through diligent labour, not only
obtain food to eat and raiment to put on for themselves and for their
families, but they amass wealth and b~come rich, but they must return
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to the ground. .. It is appointed unto men once to die" (Heb. ix.
27). Moreover, they cannot take any of their wealth with them.
.. We brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry
nothing out" (I. Tim. vi. 7). How' awful is the case of a rich man
who dies without Christ, without hope, and without God. Happy
indeed are they, whether rich or poor, who are rich in faith in Christ's
redeeming blood, and heirs 01 the kingdom which God hath promised
to them that love Him.

3. Thirdly, the W-ord tells us thal in spite of man's sin, God
extends His providential mercies 10 all His creatures.

The flood in Noah's time was brought in upon the world of the
ungodly. All flesh died, fowl, cattle, beast, and every creeping thing
and every man. .. Noah only remained alive, and they that were with
him in the ark." But sin was not destroyed by the flood. Of those
who were saved in the ark it must be said that they each had a nature
in which dwelled no good thing. After the flood God said, .. I will
not again curse the ground any more for man's sake; for (or though)
the imagination of man's heart is evil from his youth. " Yet in spite
of the continuance of sin in man, God said, .. While the earth
remaineth, seed lime and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and
winter, and day and night shall not cease" (Gen. viii. 21,22). Hence
.cod's covenant that He would not again cut off all flesh by the waters
of a flood was established, and ever since that time harvests of food
have been provided for man's need. It can therefore truly be said
that God .. giveth food to all flesh, for His mercy endureth for ever."
.. The eyes of all wait upon Thee; and Thou givest them their meat
in due season. Thou openest Thine hand, and satisfieth the desire of
every living thing." (Psalms cxxxvi. 25; cxlv. 15, 16). Though
all nations walk in their own ways, .. He left not Himself without
witness, in that He did good, and gave us rain from heaven, and'
fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with food and gladness" (Acts xiv.
16, 17). Thus every bit of bread we eat ,and every drop of water
we drink, besides all the other kinds of food of which we partake, are
due to the providential mercies of God. Truly" He is kind unto the
unthankful and to the evil." .. He maketh His sun to- rise on the evil
and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust."
(Luke vi. 35; Matt. v. 45). It is true that through war and drought
there may he poor or even no harvests in so~e parts of the earth, but
there are \always harvests in most parts of the earth, and just as
Egypt's seven years of plenty provided food for all other countries, so,
even in the present food shortage, many other countries are able to
supply food to famine-stricken districts.. What reason we in this
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country· have to thank God that in spite of limitations we have been so
wonderfully supplied during the vecent terrible time of war. .. 0 give
thanks unto the Lord Who giveth food to all flesh: for His mercy
endureth for ever" (Psalm cxxxvi. 1, 25). .

4. Fourthly, thc Word tcachcs us that God spccially providcs for
His Own c;hoscn, callcd, and savcd pcople. They are the special
objects of His love and care.

How beautiful it is to notice how He cared for Noah and all who
were with him in the ark when the terrible flood was about to come..
Such an experr-ence had never before come to Noah, and, if left to
himself, he might have failed to .p·rovide for the solemn fut'ure which
was before him. The Lord, however, in Whose sight he found grace,
did not fail him. He said to N oah, .. Take thou unto thee of all
food that is eaten, and thou shalt gather it to thee; and it shall be for
food for thee, and for them" (Genesis vi, 21). .. God remembered
Noah, and every living thing, and all cattle that was with him in the
ark," and He, in mercy, provided for them. (Genesis viii. 1).

So today the Lord remembers and cares for all His people. .. The
Lord taketh pleasure in them that fear Him, in those that hope in His
mercy" (Psalm cxlvii. 11). Are you who read these lines among
them that fear Him and hope in His mercy ? Well, He taketh
pleasure in you. Note the words. .. Behold, the eye of the Lord
is upon them that fear Him,' upon them that hope in His mercy; to
deliver their soul from death, and to I?ccp thcm alivc in faminc."
Changes and limitations in your diet may take place. .You may have
less dried eggs and less fats than before, but He will I?ccp you alivc
in faminc. Remember how He commanded the ravens to feed Elijah,
and then commanded a poor widow to sustain him. There was famine
then for three and a half years, but He provided for Elijah, and is
not Elijah's God our God'~ .. This God is our God for ever and
ever." .. 0 fear the Lord, ye His saints: for there is no want to them
that fear Him ... They that seek the Lord shall not want any good
thing." (Psalm xxxiv. 9, 10). \

" Fear Him, ye saints; and you ~ill then
Have nothing else to fear:

Make you His service your delight,
Your wants shall be His care."

Y our heavenly Father knoweth your needs, and He can supply
them, if He pleases, even without money and without coupons.

He commanded the ravens to feed Elijah with bread and flesh in
the morning and bread and flesh in the evening without money. and
without prIce.
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Fifthly, the Word teaches us that God not only provides the
that perisheth, but also the bread that endureth unto'everlasting

5.
bread
life.

With regard to the bread that perisheth, the Apostle says, .. Having
food and. raiment, let us be therewith content" (1. Timothy vi. 8).
The sad part is that the great majority are wholly set upon earthly
and temporal blessings. They ignore the teaching of the Word which
says, .. They that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and
into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction
and perdition. F or the love of money is the root of all evil: which
while some coveted after, they have erred horn the faith and pierced
themselves through with many sorrows" (1. Timothy vi. 9, 10).

At the time of writing, the food question is engaging the attention
of p;reat numbers, but what will it profit if we gain the whole world
and lose our own souls? Our Lord says, .. Labour not for the meat
which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth unto everlasting
life," by which we understand Him to mean that the meat that
perisheth should be wholly secondary in our thoughts. Our chief
concern needs to be to be fed with the, meat which issues in heavenly
blessedness. God gives the true Bread from heaven and .. the. Bread
of God is He Which cometh down from heaven, and giveth life unto
the world." Do we want further teaching concerning this Bread?
Christ says, .. I am the Bread of life: he that cometh to Me shall
never hunger; he that believeth on Me shall never thirst" (John vi.
33-35). Christ satisfies the longing soul and filleth the hungry soul
with goodness. Dost thou long for pardon and deliverance from the
wrath to come? He says to thee, .. Come unto Me, all ye that labour
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest" (Matt. xi. 28). Do
you thirst for spiritual 'satisfaction? He says, .. If any man thirst, let
him come unto Me and drink" (John vii. 37). .. Ho, everyone that
thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye,
buy, and eat; yea come, buy wine and milk without money and
without price. Wherefore do ye spend ~oney for that which is not
bread? and your lab~ur for that which satisfieth not? Hearken
'diligently unto Me and eat ye that which is good, and let your soul
delight itself in fatness ... Seek ye the Lord (if you are hungry and
thirsty) while He may be found, call ye upon Him while He is near.
Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts:
and let him return unto the Lord, and He will have mercy upon him;
and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon" (Isaiah Iv. 1, 2,
6, 7). Pardon is what the sinner needs. That is his chief need. He
may fare sumptuously every day and be clothed in purple and fine
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linen, ,but what will all that profit, if, when he dies, he lifts up his
'eyes in an eternal he!1. (See Luke xvi. 19-26). 0 what a mercy to
be abundantly pardoned! This blessing God gives to every sinner
who trusts in the bleod and righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ.
.. The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth liS from all sin"
(I. John i. 7). The humble believer in Christ may say, .. Thou hast
cast all my sins behind Thy back" (Isaiah xxxviii. 17). God
Himself says to him, .. Their sins and iniquities will I remember no
more" (Heb. x. 17).

Pardon, peace, and heavenly blessedness are the great needs of the
sinner. Awful indeed is his case if he has abundance of food,
clothing, and other temporal blessings, if nothing but hell lies in front
of him. Blessed indeed are they who, through infinite grace, are rich
1i1 faith in Christ' ~ merits, and are therefore heirs of the kingdom' which
God hath promised to them that love Him. Christ satisfies the longing
soul. Of Him the believer can say,

.. Christ is my meat, Christ is my drink,
My medicine, and my health,

My peace, my strength, my joy, my crown,
My glory, and my wealth." (John Mason).

THE EDITOR
Whiti~gton Vicarage. (Thomas Houghton).

Sto/~e Ferry,
King's Lynn, Norfo/l~.

SUI'JDAY NEWSPAPERS: ENORMOUS SALE.

SOME interesting tacts were recorded at a gathering of members of
the Postal History Society in London on March 5th, but we were
chiefly struck by a statement made by the circulation manager of one
of the Sunday newspapers, who said, as reported in. The Times, that
.. the people of these islands bought 15,000,000 copies of daily
papers and 23,000,000 copies of Sunday ·papers." We have often
noted with regret the gre~t circulation of Sunday papers, but we had
not realised that it had attain~d the dimension to which these figures
testify. We fear that but few people have any idea of the vast amount
of Sunday labour involved in the distribution of the Sunday papers
through newsagents and distributors in all parts of the coun!ry. Fewer
still, we fear, give.a thought to the strain on the conscience ()f a
newsagent who objects to the Sunday trading involved, and is faced with
the possible alternative Of losing his week-day custom if he will not also
supply the Sunday papers. It is a matter which should receive the
consideration of all who desire to guard the hallowed Day of Rest.

THE ENGLISH CHURCHMAN, March 14th, 1946.
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~tlgrim ~ap er~.

WELLSPRINGS.

.. And truly our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son"
Jesus Christ."-I. JOHN i. 3.

THIS choice Epistle so abounds with the marks and evidences of
grace, that there is scarcely a sentence which may not be turned into
a question of test to our o~n hearts. Our subject at this time, and in
utter dependence upon the Holy Spirit to illumina'te, teach, guide and
bless us in the way of truth, is on fellowship, and the reader will note
in passing that it bears an important part in the chapter before us, as
being mentioned four times in the 10 verses. And who, if not this
beloved and favoured Apostle, could write so sweetly and experi
mentally of what it was and what it evidenced throughout the life of
.. that disciple' whom Jesus loved" and who enjoyed the highest and
most sacred privileges with the divine Man upon earth. .. Truly "
and as I believe it may be also rendered " only"-" is our fellowship
with the Father and with His Son, Jesus Christ." For as Jesus
Himself declared, "he that hath seen Me, hath seen the Father also."

_ Oh! this fellowship is living, vital, and eternal as held ~n bondship
by the Eternal Spirit, and we are traversing high and holy ground
indeed whilst desiring to write upon such a subject! It is a breathing
forth after a living and exalted Christ, and fixed on "a Life I did
not live-a Death I did not die," as dear. Bonar has it. F or this
fellowship of life also includes death, and the" born again" soul can
say" I was crucified with Christ," and is it to be wondered that the
new-born sou\, the election of grace, desires to be often and more often
at Calvary, musing on the transcevdant work of grace and the
unspeakable love~ which was wrought out there for hell-deserving
sinners? It is " Christ in you, the Hope of Glory" which leads and
constrains living souls to' love alJ those who love their God and to seek
that fellowship which is divinely wrought out in their lives. What joy
there is when one child ,of God crosses the· pathway of another; and
how often has it been the sacred 'privilege in their lives to find some
dear and, up to that time, hidden and unknown saint, taking even
a journey to thus" greet one another in the Lord," and find how truly
our hearts burned in love as we spake together of Him. Is there
any joy like it on earth when the Beloved' of our souls thus
joins His "two or three" and proves the truth of His own word,
" There am I in the midst of them"? The sacred memories of some
such times, both in our early days, when our belo~ed father was thus
sought out, and also in these later years, are very sweet as one recalls



The Cospel Magazine 77

the intercourse then enjoyed and the lessr;>ns gathered up, which
cheered us on our way and glorified the God of our Salvation in His
thus bestowing ·such mercies and blessings; as they likewise raise our
hopes and stimulate our joy in thinking that so many with whom we
thus held fellowship are in the Glory and our feet are fast hastening
thither. The fellowship, sweet as it was, was often too brief on earth,
but we are looking forward to that glorious Day when we shall meet
to ,part no more and to never weary in swelling the heavenly chorus of
.. Worthy the Lamb."

The beloved Apostle, who could so confidently write in the language
of our text, was indeed .. truly" taught of God as to what .. our
fellowship" in Him meant. He learned of his Master in humble
obedience, he leaned upon Jesus' bosom; he loved his Lord dearly,
and could never have enough of His blest company while learning of
Him, as the gracious words fell from His holy lips. He was, too, one of
those three highly privileged disciples on that momentous occasion on
the Mount of Transfiguration. These were, too, lessons burnt in by
suffering and banishment, .but perhaps the more than enriching
compensations gave this beloved Apostle to write and feel so warmly
that all the fellowship he enjoyed was wrought out thus, which draws
the soul out to love his Lord for all He is and did for sinners. And
we cannot overlook the truth that the fellowship of every believer is
centred in the blessed fact that" God is Light," as our Apostle says,
and as walking in that Light of Lights, the believer has fellowship
with Him in Whom" is no darkness at all." Light must first come
ere love is revealed, and then follows the blessed desires and goings
out after a precious Christ . The soul longs for more and more
knowledge of Him; pants after more fellowship and communion with
the dear Lover of our souls, is found growing up into Christ in all
things; and grading downward in humility and ever desiring less and
less of self and more and more of Him. This fellowship results in
bringing forth the fruits of the Spirit in holiness; it brings saving and
keeping knowledge to discern, as our Apostle tells us, between .. the
spirit of truth and the spirit of error" (iv. 6). It works -love in our
lives, and is the root of every living act of faith which conduces to
holy fellowship with Christ and His living members (iv. 7, 11). So
that with the light and love, the root and life of every believer in
Christ, there is the blessed enjoyment of .. fellowship one with
another" as each desires to exalt a precious <;:hrist; the All in All of
their salvation.

And we may not overlook the truth of what this fellowship
includes. There is a fellowship with Christ in His sufferings, although
these we can never endure, nor fathom the depths of such love! But
there must be a daily taking up of the cross, a denying of self,
a coming out of the world and walking much alone, If we suffer
with Him we shall also be glorified and reign with Him, said another
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Apostle. We need that wondrous grace to .. die daily"; to disown
all else but Christ, and to go without the camp, bearing His reproach
to seek the much-needed grace to stand fast in the liberty He bought
for us and to be faithful in our witness at all costs. Oh! when we
think of Calvary and God's" dear dying Lamb" there, crucified for
such sinners as you and I feel and mourn ourselves to be, how can
we ever belittle the smallest sin committe'd! How can we help
mourning for sins personal which brought the spotless, sinless One
there! How can we but hate the sins which m~ke us mourn, and
yet rejoice at such a Saviour, such a glorious substitute ! To hear
the Voice as it were, to see the sword called upon to awake against
God's Shepherd, God's Fellow, to see m:y sins piercing those thrice
holy hands and feet; to hear His cry of agony, .. My God, my God,
why hast Thou forsaken Me? " when His Father's face was turned
away from the Sin Bearer. Beloved reader, do you not crave to
know that if your sins were blotted out then, and buried in the ocean
of His love, do you not want to live unto Him and die unto sin?
To hold sweet fellowship in the Spirit as your choicest and highest
privilege and attainment; and in every step of your pilgrimage Home
to show forth, by lip and life, conformity to His will and non
conformity to the world. What a God, what a Saviour He is! As
the saintly Hervey once expressed it, .. To a lively believer, who
enjoys continual fellowship with God, every day is a sabbath, and
ev~ry meal a sacrament."

Oh! may th~ high and holy subject emulate our spirits, warm our
hearts, enkindle our affections, and open our lips as we seek in sweet
fellowship one with another, to talk of Him, the Beloved of our souls,
our precious Redeemer and God, Who has pledged His own word
to keep His people whilst in the world and to see that each one is
bJ;ought safely Home at last!

.. Ascended now, in glory bright,
Still one with us Thou art; \

Nor life, nor death, nor depth, nor height,
Thy saints and Thee can part.

Soon, soon shall come that glorious day,
When, seated on Thy throne,

Thou shalt to wondering worlds display
That Thou with us art one" !

R.

ONE well-known man in the House of Lords, who has been a judge
and occupied very high positions, told me two years ago, .. I never
believed 111 a personal devil, but I am driven to believe it today."

SIR GEORGE HUME, M.P., T.B.S. Quarterly Record.

f
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~erlnonG' anti ~ott6 of ~ermon6 .

. PREACH THE GOSPEL.

A SERMON BY THE REV. WILLIAM ROMAINE, MA, RECTOR OF
ST. ANDREW BY THE WARDROBE, AND ST. ANN, BLACKFRIARS,

LONDON, IN THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY.

.. And Jesus said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the
gospel to every creature."-MARK xvi. 15.

T HI S charge was given by our Lord to His apostles; it contains His
royal commission, in which He. appoints them their work, and promises
to be with them in the performance of it-" Lo, I am with yau
always," He says, " even to the end of the world."

He did not confine this charge to' them or to the apostolic age; but
He includes all His ministers, who have the same .commission, the same
work, and the promise of the ·same assistance which the apostles had.
It is their bounden duty, wherever they are sent, to preach the gospel
to every creature. This is enjoined them by their Lord and Master,
and He will .not dispense with their neglect of it. This is their
principal business, on which the salvation of the people committed to
their care entirely depends; and it is the chief instrument in the hand
of God of making their business successful. He owns His preached
gospel, and sets His seal ~o it. To this day He makes it effectual for

. all saving purposes. It is still, and will be to the end of the world, the
power of God unto salvation.

Since this is the nature of the gospel, mel) , brethren, and fathers, it
behoves you to consider whether you believe its doctrines, and whether
you enjoy its blessings. It is your duty to examine yourselves how you
receive the good news. If the gospel be not to you the wisdom of
God, and the. power of God, on whom will you lay the blame? Will
you arraign the Judge of all the earth ? Weigh this matter well. The
time draws near; it is but a very 'little while before we must all stand
before the judgment seat of Christ. What plea will avail you there?
The law cannot aoquit you, you hav~ broken it; and therefore upon
the footing of the law you will be found guilty before God. No
flesh shall be justified by the law, but every mouth shall be stopped.

Will you plead the mercy and grace of the gospel? You must
plead it now, or it will not profit you then. He that believeth shall
be saved, and he that believeth not shall be damned. A matter of
infinite consequence to us all.

What stops the free course of the gospel? The world oppose it
because it opposes them; it testifies of it that its. pursuits are evil; it
testifies against unawakened careless smners, who know not their state;
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against infidels, an evil heart of ,unbelief; against legalists, who mix
law and gospel. It comes with comfort to distressed minds. Let their
distress be what it will, the gospel has good news for them-a remedy
for' every disease.

But God hath not left Himself without a witness. Many believe
the gospel, embrace its doctrines, enjoy its blessings; it saves them from
every misery for eternity; brings all good in time; all wants supplied;
brings everlasting good, an everlasting gospel, true in eternity. Such
will it be in all its promises that be enjoyed in their full accomplishment.

Th~ word gospel signifies good news-this is its settled meaning.
It brings good news from heaven, a message of good from the justly
offended God, declaring His purposes of grace and mercy to His
sinful creatures.' The gospel is for them; it is not revealed for
a righteous man, but for the lawless and disobedient. for the ungodly
and for sinners. To them is the word of this salvation sent; it comes
after they have broken the holy law, and are liable to its threatened
,penalties; discovering how the law may be magnified and made
infinitely honourable; and God may be eternally glorified in saving
th~m from the punishment due to their sins. This is good news indeed,
because they could not undo the sin committed-that is impossible';
neither could they make any satisfaction for' it: sorrow,' tears, good
resolutions, future amendment, are no reasons why the law should not
take its course, and the convicts of the law suffer for their crimes. The
law of God insists upon perfect and continual obedience; it has made
no provision for mercy, nay it knows nothing of showing any mercy to
transgressors, but in, case of the least failure, its sanctions immediately
take place, and unde'r them the sinner is left without help and without
hope. When he is thoroughly sensible of this, he would sink into
black despair, and would go in the bitterness of his soul, mourning all
the way, to the grave, if the gospel did not discover to him the
gracious method of saving sinner" consistent ,vith the honour of the
divine law and justice, and conducive to the fullest display of the
divine perfections in their everlasting glory,

This is the true character of the gospel: it is a message of good
news from God Himself, revealing His grace and mercy to sinners.
And since all have sinned and come short of the glory of God, why
is not the gospel alike welcome to all 'sinners? The reason is plain:
the whole need not a physician, but they that are sick. The gospel is
a sovereign remedy, but none take it till they are sensible they want it.
It relates the same good news to all, but convinced sinners only are
willing to receive it. As soon as they see the exceeding holiness of the
law, and the exceeding sinfulness of breaking it, and feel their guilt,
a~d have some foretaste of their punishment; then they begin to relish
the gospel. And as they are enabled to mix faith with it, it becomes
as suitable to their case, as pardon to a condemned malefactor, and as
delightful as ease is after long and racking pain, because it brings

/
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relief to their guilty consciences, and comfort to their afflicted hearts;
and so far as it gains credit, it affords a present deliverance from every
malady and misery of sin.

But from whence has the gospel this sovereign efficacy? What
truth does it make mal~ifest, by the belief of which sin, with all its
sad consequences, may be done away? It reveals the great council of
heaven concerning the incarnate Jehovah, and is from thence called the
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ-good news of a Saviour, whose
name was to be called W onderful-a Child born, and a Son given;
and yet this Child, this Son, the everlasting Father, Jehovah manifest
in the flesh, God and man in one Christ, Immanuel, which being
interpreted, is God with us. This great design was formed in the
councils of the Godhead from eternity; and 'all the divine works in
n'ature and grace were' to bring about this wonderful event, with its
happy consequences, in earth and heaven. God manifest in the flesh
affords the richest display of the glories of the ever-blessed Trinity.
Herein is love-the love of the Father shines out in none' of His gifts,
as it does in the unspeakable gift of his co-equal Son. Behold, what
manner of love the Son hath bestowed upon us-angels will admire,
and the redeemed will adore for eyer Him, Who humbled Himself to
be made man, and to become obedient unto death, even the death of
the cross, for the salvation of His people. Here is grace, as infinitely
divine as its Author, that the Lord, the Spirit, would act upon, and
influence the minds of sinners to believe in the Son of God and through
Him to enjoy the love of the Father. These are the covenant offices
of the eternal Three, and they altogether lead to, and centre in, the
incarnation of Jehovah; for in the Godhead there are three Persons of
co-equal and co-eternal majesty, Father, Son, and Spirit. These
Three, as we are taught by the Christian verity, entered into .covenant
for the manifestation of their divine perfections, and contrived to get
an everlasting revenue of honour and praise to themselves in the way
of saving sinners. The Son of God covenanted to become their surety
to the Father, to take their flesh, and in their nature, and in their stead,
to keep the law in' His life, to suffer the penalties of it in His cross
and passion, and thereby to work out for them a perfect righteousness,
and to make a full atonement. And being God over all, blessed for
ever, Jehovah Himself, there was in His life and death all. the virtue
and sufficiency to save, which the Godhead could possibly
communicate. His work of salvation far exceeds His work of
creation. It is so absolutely and infinitely complete, that nothing can
be added to it; yea, when all His other works, worthy as they are of
their divine Author, shall come to an end, then this greatest and best
work of God shall receive fresh honour, and an innumerable company
of His redeemed creatures shall enjoy its increasing glories for
evermore.

The gospel then is the welcome message of good news to convinced
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sinners-the best news that ever came from heaven. It brings good
tidings 'of great joy, that there is born a Saviour, Who is Christ the
Lord Jehovah, and that He has made full reconciliation for iniquity,
and has brought in everlasting righteousness. The gospel invite" them
to come and to partake of its blessings freely; and when they are made
to believe the report, the arm of the Lord being revealed unto them,
then these happy fruits of the holy Spirit are found and enjoyed, sweet
peace enters into the conscience, and holy love is shed abroad in the
heart-peace and love, which surpass all understanding: for blessed
is the people, so saith a voice from heaven, "blessed is the people that
know the joyful sound of the gospel, they shall walk, 0 Lord, in the
light of Thy countenance: in Thy name shall they rejoice all the day;
and in Thy righteousness shall they be exalied'" (Psalm lxxxix.
15, 16).

This is the lovely character of the gospel of God. And is this
your idea of it? Consider, Sirs, and examine closely. A mistake
herein is of infinite consequence. If your sentiments be different from
the standard of truth, you can neither know nor enjoy true happiness:
for their is none to be found in earth or in heaven, but what the gospel
brings. It is the only message of. good news to sinners-a message
from the Lord Gael-glad tidings of good to convinced sinners. The
gospel reveals to them every thing that can bring relief to their guilty"
consciences; and joy to their afflicted hearts; it discovers to them
a perfect deliverance from all sin and misery, by the sacrifice of the
Lamb of God, and a clear title to all grace and to all glory, through
the righteousness of the incarnate Jehovah. And when this is believed
by the power of the Holy Ghost, then the gospel proves to be a reality
-the message of good news is found to be true, and the good things
heard of by report are received and enjoyed. The believer enters upon
present possession of gospel blessings, as the sure, earnest, and happy
foretaste of its eternal blessings. .

Be it known unto you, therefore, men and brethren, that the gospel
of the grace of God is not only a truth to be believed, but also a good
to be enjoyed; and this is what our Lord charged His apostles to
preach. Whether men will hear, or whether they will forbear, His
doctrine must be declared, and His gospel proclaimed. This is the
indispensable duty of all the Lord's ministers. Woe be unto you, if
you preach not the gospel. Whatever reception they meet with, still
they must persist. Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel.
To preach is to proclaim it, after the manner of heralds, with
authority, openly and plainly. However unlikely the means may seem
to accomplish the greatest end, yet the means must be used. The
gospel must be preached; because it is the instrument in the hand of
God for carrying 'on the whole work of salvation. He has appointed
it, and He works in it,. and by it. The more weak and unfit it is of
itself, the more does the excellency of the power of God therein
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appear. His glory is displayed by the wonderful effects which He
brings about by the preached gospel: for it is said to be the
ministraticn of the Spirit, by which the holy Spirit is administered and
acts. It is also the ministration of righteousness, by which the righteous
ness of God, Jesus is made known and believed in. By the word of
God, His children are said to be born again, not of corrup,tible seed,
but of incorruptible: and this is the word, which by the gospel is
preached unto you. The gospel is made the means 'Of their new life,
and also of their growth in it, and therefore they are exhorted, as new
born babes, to desire the sincere milk of the word, that they may grow
thereby. These great things are spoken of it, and they are true. It is
a matter of fact, that the gospel is effectual for all saving purposes.
God makes His promise good to this very day-" Lo, I am with you
always, even unto the end of the world"-with ministers to assist them
in preaching the gospel, and with their people to bless them in hearing
it. He is with them both, that it may prosper in the thing whereto
He sends it. He is with them, and always. He never leaves nor
forsakes His servants, in any part of their work. He is with us at
this time. His all-seeing eye i~ upon us. . His wisdom is managing
for the best. 0 that His saving power may be here manifest: for His
presence gives life, and puts spirit into the gospel. - What men speak
to the outward ears, He sends with His divine efficacy to the heart;
there producing what moral persuasion, and fine oratory, and close
reasoning attempt in vain. The word spoken, when clothed with His
power,' becomes mighty to turn sinners from darkness to light. When
the great Commander spake-" Let there be light," there was light:
so is His: word almighty in His spiritual kingdom. Whenever He
commands the light to shine out of darkness, He speaks, and it is
done; His power is always present to make His word effectual, and
will be present with it to the end of the world. For these reasons the
gospel must be preached, and why should it be thought a thing
incredible with you, that God should bring about the greatest effects
by such an instru.rnent? What! is any thing too hard for God? Or
any means unfit which He pleases to make use of? He has appointed
the gospel to be His great instrument in bringing sinners to Himself
to this He has promised His blessing, and to nothing else.. The means
may appear unlikely to answer the end, but His presence in the means
can do all things, and when He pleases to work by a single word,
who can let Him? Consider, Sirs, this is no new thing with God!
The creation was produced by a word: He sp<lke, and it was made.
View the beautiful order in which He carries on the works of nature:
this is also the effect of a word. He commanded, and they stand fast.
He upholdeth thein by the word of His power; and by His word
will He dissolve them. The great day is at hand, when the Lord
Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, i.e. with a
commanding voice, at which, the whole creation shall pa~s away, and
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the place of it shall be found -no more. You see God does all things
with a word. And as man fell by not believing the word of God, is
there not a manifest reason why he should be restored in the way
of ~eJieving? By not believing the word of God, he sinned, by
belie~ing the w~rd of God, he is saved. Who does not see a
consistency and harmony in this way of our recovery-a perfect same
ness in the divine manner of working? And who cannot discover how
the glory of God, which is the end of all His works, is hereby
entirely secured to himself? F or what have ministers, or people, left
to glory in? Whatever riches of gospel-grace God gives to His
ministers, or communicates by their means, yet they have this treasure
'in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God,
and not of them. And whatever blessings the people receive by the
preached gospel, they are all- the free gifts of God, through Jesus
Christ. That according as it is written, .. He that glorieth, let him
glory only in the Lord."

But it may be asked, has the gospel the same efficacy? Are the
~ame means accompanied with the -same success? They are. The
command in the text is still in force: the promise to it is the same:
the gospel is still mighty through God, and therefore .;'inisters are
required in the text to preach the gospel in all countries, and to all
sorts of people-Go ye into

ALL the world, ,and preach the gospel to every creature.
Go into all lands, whether you find the natives Jews or
Gentiles, civilised or savage, all having sinned, and come_ short
of the glory of God, being in the same state of guilt and misery;
proclaim' to them the good news of gospel grace, and inforin them of
the divine rerr.edy provided for their distress: fear neither for
yourselves, nor for the success of your message-I will be present with
you-I will make the gospel welcome to as many as I have ordained
unto eternal life-they shall believe it, and by believing, shall find it
the power of God unto their salvation.

The apostles obeyed the command of their Lord, and went in
person into all the world, into -every country then inhabited, and there
they preached the gospel. St. Paul asks, Have they not heard?
Have not all people heard the preachers? He answers, yes, verily,
they have; their sourid went into all the earth, and their words u;1to the
end of the world. They went, like the sun, to communicate every
where light and life, and comfort and fruitfulness; and the Lord was
with them of a truth. Sinners did hear in all lands. Multitudes
received repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus
Christ.' Still the Lord's hand is not shortened. Whenever He calls
and sends His ministers, He gives them the same charge as He did
to the apostles,< and the same promise. They are to preach the gospel
to every creature, without distinction-to rich and poor-to magistrates
and people-to men of letters-to the unlearned-to sinners of every
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age and sex; they all stand in the same need of the gospel, and to
everyone of them is it to be made known. It matter,s not, what
prejudices or what enmity they may have against it; the truth as it is
in Jesus must be preached unto them; because it is God's ordinance, to
correct their errors, it is God's great instrument to save them from their
guilt and misery, there being no other name ullder heaven given among
men, whereby anyone can be saved, but the name of Jesus Christ.

The gospel then is to be preached everywhere, and to every
creature which makes it really good news; for the more extensive it is,
certainly the more to be valued. It cails in general to sinners, and
excepts none. It invites them to partake of \i free salvation, and what
is better of a full salvation.

Free for sil1l~ers as sinners-a free gift of free grace from first to
last: it is not for any working or merit of theirs, but entirely through
the obedience of the l.ife, and through the atonement of the death of
the Son of God,· that any sinners are saved. The gospel calls them
to come and trust in the finished work of God-Jesus, and to come just
as they are, without any previous qualification or condition. Salvation
being freely by grace through what the Saviour did and suffered, none
are excluded, who cqme to Him. It is an act of grace without
limitation and without exc'eption. Anyone who is made willing may
take the benefit of it. A debtor for a thousand talents, has as free
forgiveness as he who owed but one hundred pence: being made la
confess they have nothing to pay, God as frankly forgives the one as
the other. And

This renders the good news of the gospel still better. It proclaims
a full, as well as a free salvation-a perfect deliverance from sin and
misery-a perfect title to all good-for it is written, "whosoever
believeth shall never perish, but shall 'have eternal life." All his debts
shall be fully discharged-all his crimes so forgiven, that God will
remember them no more-a good title shall be made out to the
heavenly inheritance, and he shall enter upon present possession by
faith, as the sure earnest of his eternal possession. Blessed, for ever
blessed, is every creature who heareth and believeth the words of this
gosp~d-he shall be blessed with all spiritual blessings in heavenly
things in- Christ Jesus.

But it may be said, why should the gospel be preached to every
creature, since all do not receive it? It 'must be preached for that very
reason. All who heard the apostles were not converted. God. acts
herein as a sovereign. He follows the unerring counsel of His own
will. He publishes His laws, which are infinitely just and holy, and
if His creatures will break them, He leaves them to the consequences
of their transgression. So does the Parliament of this land. It would
be a strange reason for not passing a good law, because it was foreseen
some would break it and forfeit their lives. It becomes more necessary
on that very account. In the same manner the Great L.awgiver
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acts. To some His gospel is a savour of ~eath unto death; to others
a savour of life unto life. The fault is not il~ the gospel but in the
hearers. It was exactly suitable to their case, and a perfect remedy
for their distr~ss, but they would not take it. Ye will not. come unto
me, says Christ, that ye may have life-ye reject your own mercies
through an evil heart of unbelief, and therefore God will be glorified
in letting the law take 'its course. Where His mercy is despised His
jmtice will be honoured-and they shall perish from the presence of
the Lord who knew not God, and obeyed not the Gospel of our Lord
Jesus Christ. I

.. WHAT HAVE I MORE.?"

.. YE have taken away my gods which I made, and the priest, and ye
are gone away, and what have I' more?" Poor Micah: his indulgent
mother might have reminded him that' at least he h.ad her besides the
abundance of life's perishables around him. Or, if Paul had been
passing just then, would he have said, .. But, Micah, in .the days la

come the saints of God will take joyfully the spoiling of their goods
for' Christ's sake. They will count all loss, compared with Him."
Such a ~ong, h6wever, lovely as it is, would not have charmed the ears
of the deaf idolater. Nothing was so dear to his heart as his little
metal images, and their bedecked priest. With them gone, he felt
entirely bereft. Of course, in a sense he had nothing more. If the
gods, before whom he bowed down and looked up, allowed themselves
to be carried away (as Gideon's father had pointed out before), he
had no security left, of life or of property. If divinity fails, what hope
is there for humanity? Micah, sunk in idolatry, gave no thought to
the history of the patriarchs and prophets of former times-some of
them his own forbears. They had known heart-breaking sorrows.
F ear, famine, griefs, slander menacings, had 'come upon them, but
they never had so ,much taken away that less was left to them. What
more had Joseph, for instance, when having already lost all his family,
he was further bereft of good name and liberty? He had the
Almighty with him in his prison dress and toil; he had in reserve
a marvellous deliverance, and since then, with generation after
generation, he has had the tears shed over his beautiful history.

The Jews thought, or at least furiously hoped, that they had taken
away Christ's all when they took His life. What more has anyone?
What more had He? But He went to the grave with the sure and
certain possession of an immine~t resurrection. He had an ascension
and entrance through the everlasting gates and doors into the presence
of His F atner. He had gifts for men, even for the rebellious, as an
Intercessor, and -He had- promises of increase from the ends of the
earth, in heart-broken praises and thanksgivings. .. He must increase."
To revert to the statement of the Apostle's, .. Ye' took joyfully the'
spoiling 'Of your goods." It sounds from the context of Hebrews
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x. 34, as if his friends' .. goods" embraGed 'other than tangible things.
They were reproached: they took that joyfully. They were made
a gazing stock: 'they took mockery joyfully. .. Yea," Mephibosheth
would have said, .. let all go, self-righteousness and sufficiency, let all
go, if in heaven there remains a better and an enduring substance."

FOLLOWER-ON.

CRICKET ON THE LORD'S DAY.
WE print the following cutting from' The Record for Friday,
December 7th, 1945.

EXETER.-CRICKET ON SUNDAYS?
A recommendation that Devon County Cricket Club ground be

closed on Sundays throughout the year, made by the committee, was
referred back by a special meeting of the club at Exeter recently.
Sir John Shelley, the chairman, said it would be necessary to have
a groundsman on duty, and thought Sunday matches unnecessary. The
Rev. G. L. A. Heslop, Rector of Clyst St. Mary, and Rural Dean
of Aylesbeare, said that far worse things could be done on Sunday
than playing cricket, tennis, or golf, and declared himself to be not
opposed to the opening of the ground for Sunday cricket, provided the
groundsman was not employed seven days a week. It was pointed
out that with the approval of the Dean of Exeter, Sunday cricket had

,first been played in the city by the choristers of the Cathedral school.
Here we find a Rural Dean declaring that he was not opposed to

.. Sunday cricket provided the groundsman was not employed seven
days a week," and tHat .. with the approval of the Dean of Exeter,
Sunday cricket had first been played in the city by the choristers of
the Cathedral school.". .

What does God say in His Word about such pleasure being
engaged in on His holy day? He says, .. If thou turn away thy foot
from the sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on My hol}} da}}; and call
the sabbath a delight, the holy of the Lord, honoura-ble; and shalt
honour Him, not doing thine oWn wa}}s, nor finding .thine o'wn pleasure,
nor speaking thine own words: then shalt thou delight thyself in the
Lord" (Isaiah lviii. 13, 14). Surely Rural Deans, Dea.ns, and
choristers are people who should delight themselves in the Lord, if
they really are numbered amongst His true people.

Cricket on the Lord's day is a pleasure divinely forbidden. It is
a breach of the decalogue. Is it any wonder that England is lapsing
into heathenism when the Lord's day is being thus desecrated? Hear
another word of the Lord spoken to His professing people. .. Oh that
My people had hearkened unto Me, and Israel had walked in My

, ways! I should soon ha."e subdued their enemies, and turned My
hand against their adversaries" (Psalm lxxxi. 13, 14). 0 ye whl)
profess to be His people" beware of noL hearkening to His Word
which says, .. Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy" (E.xodus
xx. 8).
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~ur !!?oung jfollu,' ~age.

THE PATCHWORK QUILT.

.. IF there be first a willing mind," said Paul in writing to the
Christians at Corinth, .. it is accepted according to that a man hath.
and not according to that he hath not." Old Mrs. Weaver had
a willing mind; she was very eager to help forward the spread of the
Gospel in foreign lands, and there was a special appeal just now to
which she longed to respond. Her church was pledged to support the
work of a missionary in one of the dark regions of Africa. Tidi~lgs

had come that money was urgently needed to build a little church,
where the new converts could gather for worship, and where the Word
of God could be proclaimed and unfolded. A sale .of work had been
decided upon, and Mrs. Weaver was most anxious to contribute. The
willing milid was there; but she' was poor and not very clever or
artistic, and it was difficult to kn.ow what she could make. She gave
up thinking of what she had not, and concentrated on what she had.
This was easier; for Mrs. Weaver soon realised that the only thing
she had that could be of any use was .her piece-bag! But this was'
not to be despised; in contained all sorts of bits and remnants, left-over
scraps of all' shapes and sizes and colours and materials from all the .
family dresses and shirts and curtains. Mrs. Weaver knew at once
what could be done; she would make a patchwork quilt.

Patchwork used to be a favourite form of needlework. I remember
a maid-servant· in myoId home, whose workbox was full o'f little
six-sided bits of cardboard and a bundle of scraps. Whenever she
had a spare moment, she would be tacking a piece of cloth over
a cardboard hexagon; and at last, when numbers ot these were ready,
they were arranged with ~uch taste 'and sewn together to form a pretty
many-coloured quilt.

Mrs. Weav.er worked very hard over her quilt, and it took a long
time; but at last it was ready for the sale of work, and I expect the
old lady wrapped it up with a good deal of satisfaction. She hoped
that it would sell for a nice sum of money, so that she could have the
joy of sharing in the building of the church for the poor Africans.

So when the ladies were sorting out all the contributions, and
arranging the stalls, one of the things they unpacked was MI5.
Weaver's quilt. But, alas! as it was unrolled there was something like
a gasp of horror! Poor Mrs. Weaver! I suppose she had not much
taste in colour, and somehow she had been unfortunate in her pieces.
Some patchwork is quite\ beautiful; Mrs. Weaver's quilt was an
atrocity! The.,. pieces of all'shapes and sizes had been sewn together
regardless of design or harmony; bright purple and orange clashed
with blues and greens of every shade in a confusion that was colourful,
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but painfully discordant. What was to be done with the ugly thing?
After some discussion, the quilt was hung in a dark part of one of the'
stalls, where it was mostly hidden by other articles.

The day arrived for the sale, and sympathising friends flocked in to
buy: Most of the things were sold, and everybody was delighted with
the good sum of money that had come in. But Mrs. Weaver's quilt
did not sell; it was packed away at the end of the day with some
other equally impossible things, ready to come out at the next occasion.

When the money was to be sent out for the new church, the people
at home decided to send a box full of useful articles for the missionary
-bandages and lint, dolls and toys for the little black children, and all
sorts of odds and ends. The packing-case was a large one, and when
all the packing was done, there was still a space at the top which must
be filled to make ail the rest secure. Looking round for something to
supply the need, one of the zealous packers caught sight of Mrs.
Weaver's quilt. The very thing! It was gleefully seized and
crammed in on top of evehthing else; all was now tightly packed, and
the lid was nailed on.

• Now you must imagine yourself transported to the African village.
bathed in a glowing sunshine under the bright blue of the sky. The
English mail had come, and the missionaries rejoiced over the splendid
gift of money to build' the church. But they were not quite so glad
as they had hoped to be, for the only bit of land suitable for building
belonged to a heathen chief, who absol~tely refused to sell it to the
Mission. The missionaries were disappointed so far, but they felt sure
that God would not forsake them" and that having sent them the
money He would also give them the site. Meanwhile the big box
from England must be opened. Such an event soon drew' a crowd of
eager onlookers, men, women and children flocking in, Mbamba, the
chief, well in the forefront. 0

The missionaries had no idea what they would find when the case
was opened; but 'you know what the first thing would be-M·rs.
Weaver's quilt! But what a' difference in its reception now. The
last time it was displayed there was just a sigh of dismay; this time
there was a long-drawn breath of excitement, and then a regular burst
of admiration-! The lavish gaudy colours made the quilt a thing of
surpassing beauty to the Africans. Mbamba pounced upon it;. instantly;
he flung it about him in a lordly manner, and strutted about before the
loudly admiring spectators. "0 I will have this! " he announced firmly.
But the missionaries demurred: Mbamba certainly could not have
a quilt which had been sent for the use of the Christians. "But
I will pay for it," said the chief eagerly. "Missionary, that field you
want, you shall have it at once; I will have this beautiful robe in
exchan~e for the land." The bargain was struck; the field became
the property 'of the missionaries, who realised with thankful hearts thal
their God had supplied their need.
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And old Mrs. Weaver at home? There was 'first a willing mind,
and it was accepted according· to what· she had, and not according to
what she had not. I think she must have been so thankful, don't you?

DAMARIs. '

THE SPIRIT POURED OUT.

.. AND it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out My
Spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions:
and also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those days will
I pour out My Spirit." This prediction of the prophet Joel is of
special interest, because it formed the ba:sis of the Apostle Peter.'$
sermon on the Day of Pentecost. Referring to the outpouring of the
Holy Ghost on that day, he said, .. This is that which was spoken of
by the prophet Joel," and then he proceeded to quote the words which
we have just written. There can be no doubt, therefore, that a partial
fulfilment of the prophecy took place on that day, when the disciples
were .. all with one accord in one place." If we look at the terms of
the prophecy we see first that it related to men of every )ace. God
promised to pour out His Spirit upon all flesh. Before the Day of
Pentecost the operations of the Spirit were mainly confined to God'~

chosen people, Israel. The godly amongst them owed their conversion
and regeneration to His power, as do all the godly today. Moreover,
the extraordinary gifts of the 'Spirit, such as the gift of prophecy, were
confined to holy men of God belonging to the chosen race. AV
Scripture was given by inspiration of GoG!. The writers of the books
of the Old Testament spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.
The Spirit of Christ Who was in them enabled them to testify before
hand the sufferings of Christ and the glories that should follow.

Now, however, since Pentecost, the Spirit was to be poured upon all
flesh. There would be no distinction of race in regard to the Spirit's
operations. Secondly, the prophecy relates to both sexes. .. Your
sons and your daughters shall prophesy." The extraordinary gift of
the Spirit by which inspired utterances would be possible would be
bestower! without distinction of sex. Thirdly, the prophecy relates to
young f::d old. .. Your old men shall dream dreams, your young
men shall see visions." There would be no distinction of age.
Fourthly, . the prophecy relates to all classes. The Spirit would be
poured upon slaves and handmaidens, as well as upon those in higher
social positions. Thus the promise relates to all races, all classes, all
ages, and to both sexes. All sorts and conditions of men were to
experience the Spirit's power.

This remarkable prophecy was' partially fulfilled in Apostolic times,
and is being partially fulfilled today. On the Day of Pentecost the
Spirit was poured out upon Jewish disciples. .. They were all filled
with the ,Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the



The Gospel Magazine 91

Spirit gave them utterance." Then the Holy Ghost was poured upon
the Samaritans, a people who stood midway between the Jews and the
Gentiles. They; too, probably spake with tongues, otherwise Simon
the Sorcerer would not have seen any outward evidence that the gift
of the Spirit had been bestowed. Later,.Gentiles proper were.
recipients of this great gift. .. On the Gentiles also was poured out the
gift of the Holy Ghost," and the Jews who were present" heard them
speak with tongues, and magnify God." Another representative class
upon whom the .Spirit came was the company of disciples at Ephesus,
who were baptised .. unto John's baptism." These, when the Holy
Ghost came upon them, .. Spake with tongues, ~l.I1d prophesied." The

/ extraordinary gifts of the Spiril were specially manifest in the early
Church. We read of prophets like Agabus, Barnabas, Simeon,
Lucius, Manaen, 'and Saul. We read of the four daughters of Philip
the Evangelist .. which did prophesy." We read of visians in
connection with Ananias, Cornelius, Peter, and Paul. We read of the
extraordinary gifts of the Spirit in connection with the Church at
Corinth. These special gifts, however, were ~only bestowed for a time.
Hence the Apostle teaches that prophecies shall fail, and tongues shall
cease, whereas the ordinary gifts of the Spirit such as faith, hope and
love were to abide. Moreover, even the exercise of the extraordinary
gifts of the Spirit was to be limited.' All things were to be done unto
edifying. If there were no interpreter, the man possessed with the gift
of tongues was to keep silence. The prophets, too, were not to speak
all together, but one by one, and women who were endowed with these
extraordinary gifts were to .. keep silence in the churches; for it is not
permitted unto them to speak; but they are commanded to be under
subjection, as also saith the law . . . for it is a sh~me for women to
speak' in the churches." Presumably women were to speak only to
members of their own sex. The predicted outpouring of the Spirit
was not, however, designed to be associated only with what are called
the extraordinary gifts of the Spirit. Even these gifts were not
bestowed indiscriminately upon all.. All were not prophets. All were
not teachers. All were not workers of miracles. All did not speak
with tongues. God bore witness to the Gospel which was preached
.. both with signs and wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of
the Holy Ghost, according to His Oum will." The history of the
early Church, however, shows that the Spirit was also poured out that
He might display His regenerating, sanctifying and fruit-producing
power in the hearts and lives of God's people. The office of the
Spirit is to convict of sin, and to testify of Christ to the awakened
smner.

The Apostle Paul atfributes the justification and sanctification of
the Corinthian saints to the work of the Spirit. .. But ye are washed,
but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the' name of the Lord
Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God." The conversion of the
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Thessalonians is attributed to the same power. .. Our Gospel," says
the Apostle, .. came not unto you in word only, but also in power, and
in the Holy Ghost." The result was they .. turned to God from idols
to serve the living and true God, and to wait for His Son .from
heaven, Whom He raised from the dead, even Jesus, Which delivered
us hom the wrath to come. .. To the regenerating work of the Spiri:
then must be attributed the conversions on the Day of Pentecost, the
conversions in Samaria, the conversions of Gentiles in Antioch, and all
the blessing that attenCled the labours of God's sent 'servants ill

Apostolic times. The Spirit endued the preachers with power, and
the Spirit accompanied the word with power. The Gospel was
preached in demonstration of the Spirit and of power. The faith of
the converts stood not in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God.
It was God Who, by His Spirit, quickened those who were dead in
trespasses and sins, and created them anew in Christ Jesus. This is
the power which we need today. .

lin ~emoriam.

THE REV. WILLIAM DAVEY.

\VE deeply regret to record the death of the Rev. Williaro Davey; the
highly esteemed secretary of the T rinitarian Bible Society. The
following tributes appeared in The English Churchman of March
14th.

The Rev. William Davey passed away on Wednesday, March
6th.' He had been in verv poor health for a consIderable time. and
succumbed to an a,tack of "cardiac asthma. .

Mr. Davey was a Cornishman, but had spent the greater part of his
life in the North, and he claimed to know the Northern people
intimately and well. Before taking Orders he had the advantage of
bnsiness experience, and he used to recall with pleasure his volunteer
days, when he rose to be Colour Sergeant in the Cheshire Regiment.

In 1912 he was made Deacon and in the following year he was
admitted to full Orders, becoming Curate of Holy Trinity, Stalybridge,
and later of St. J ames, Ashton. After two years a Curate in Charge
of Morris Green Conventional District, he was Vicar of St. Paul's,
Halliwell, from 1920 to 1928. He then became Associ~tiol1
Secretary of the T rinitarian Bible Society, and on the resignation of
the Rev. F. C. Lovely in 1929, he was appcinted to succeed him as
secretary. Failing health necessitated his retirement at the end of
1945. The sympathy of his many friends will go out to his widow.
who is herself far from well.

Mr. Davey was a staunch Protestant, a firm upholder of the
Doctrines of Grace, and a reverent student of the Holy Bible, which
he recognised as the inspired Word of God.

It was the writer's privilege to accompany Mr. Davey to Brussels
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ill 1936, to represent thli T rinitarian Bible Society at the fourth
centenary of the martyrdom of William T yndale. 1\1r. Davey
cherished the hope that he might one day make the journey again, with
Mrs. Davey, but this was not to be.

Of "the blessed hope" set before the redeemed of the Lord, we
know that our brother will not be disappointed.

G.W.].e.

The home call of the Rev. W. Davey removes from the Church on
Earth a very gracious character. How he loved the Scripture of
Truth! His was a noble and well-furnished mind which yielded much
profi t in the defence and the circulation of the Word of God.
Naturally he was belovea in his parish at Halliwell, where he had
a much blessed ministry for some eight years, but he was undoubtedly
a man of God's choice for the secretaryship of the Trinitarian Bible
Society.

The long illness of his partner in life was a sore affliction in his
later years which he bore without a murmur. Indeed, the doctrines
of grace which he held so graciously, taught him that in the will of
God all must be well. So we say farewell to " a Brother beloved"
till we meet at Jesu's feet. ].A.K.

~ro.teGtant meacon.
THOMAS CRA MER.

IN the la~t few weeks we have been commemorating the life of a great
German Reformlfr, Martin Luther; today, March 21 st, it is fitting
that we should commemorate the work of a great English Reformer,
Thomas Cranmer, who on this date in the year 1556 sealed his
testimony with his blood in the flames of martyrdom at Oxford, and
in doing so, like Latimer and Ridley a few months earlier, signed the
death warrant of Papal dominion in this Realm of England.

Born in 1489 at Aslacton in ottinghamshire, Cranmer in due
course entered Jesus College, Cambridge, of which college he became
a Fellow, refusing Cardinal Wolsey's invitation to transfer to the
Cardinal's new college at Oxford. An outbreak of plague at
Cambridge, however, led him to a temporary residence at Waltham
Abbey and there he was brought to the notice of Henry VIII. and
introduced into affairs of state in connection with the king's matrimonial
cause. Much against Cranmer's will, on the death of Archbishop
Warham, the king advanced him to the Archbishopric of Canterbury
and thus he attained a position which enabled him later to exercise
so great an influence on the doctrinal system of the Church of
England. For many years he was a firm upholder of Roman Catholic
doctrine, but in God's providence he was led, by study of the
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'Scriptures and by intercourse with those who were pioneers of the
,Reformation, to see the falsity of the Roman theology and gradually
to relinquish the chief errors of that system. His own testimony is
sufficient to show the reality and importance of his conversion-" But
this I confess of myself, that not long before I wrote the said
catechism, I was in that error of the real presence, as I was
many years past in divers other errors: as of transubstan
tiation, of the sacrifice propitiatory of 'the priests in-- the mass, of
pilgrimages, purgatory, pardons, and many other superstitions and
errors that came from Rome; being brought up from youth in them,
and' nousled therein for lack of good instruction from my youth, the
outrageous floods of papistical errors at 1hat time overflowing the
world. F or the which, and other mine offences in youth, I do daily
pray unto God for mercy and pardon, saying , Good Lord, remember
not mine ignorances and offences of my youth.' But after it had
pleased God to show unto me by His holy word, a more perfect
knowledge of His Son Jesus Christ, from time to time as I grew in
knowledge of Him, by little and little I put away my former
ignorance. And as God of His mercy gave me light, so through His
grace I opened mine eyes to receive it, and did not wilfully repugn
unto God and remain in darkness."

Thus was Cranmer, a man of wide reading and marked learning, of
deep sincerity and patient study, led by Divine grace to see how the
leaders of Romanism had made the Word of God of none effect by
their traditions and how the memorial feast of the Lord's supper had
been turned into the Romish mass as an alleged propitiatory sacrifice
for the living and the dead. His feet were at last firmly planted in
the Truth and he was able to lead the Church of England along the
same path by which God had led him. His twofoid desire was that
the nation should be enlightened by the lamp of ~od's Word and
should possess a Prayer Book in loyal conformity to that Divine
standard. It was no easy task that lay before him, but it was
accomplished with conspicuous ability, under the guidapce and grace
of God; so that we now possess a Book of Common Prayer and
a Body of Articles of Religion, subversive of Romish error ancl
honouring the supreme authority of the Scriptures. The process of
such an achievement owed much to the learning and devotion of
Thomas Cranmer. His enemies hoped that the. temporary retraction
which they extracted from their prisoner in the last days of his life
would 'undo all his work; but their hopes were dashed by his noble
and magnificent confession of the true Faith in his last hours, and his
memory remains as a precious possession to stimulate every Protestant·
to stand fast against all Rome's allurements and to hand on to future
generations the pure Faith to which Cranmer was led and in which he
died. .

THE ENGLISH CHURCHMAN.
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MEDITATIONS IN THE PSALMS. By the Rev. T. Pittaway, M.A.,
Rector of Rodden, Frome, Somerset. Pp. 110. Price 4/6.

To be h3.d from the author.

This volume of poetic meditations on the Psalms is not the first of
Mr. Pittaway's works. He has already issued ~olumes of poetry on
Abraham, J oseph and Moses, as well as "The Call and Early
Me~sage of Jeremiah." As we want to notice this new volume in the
next issue of the Magazine, we can only dip into its pages here and
there. Mr. Pittaway is a regular reader of the Gospel Magazine and
values its teaching. His meditations on the Psalms in the language of
poetry are therefore likely to be welcome to those of our readers who
are fond of poems. We give a few specimens of the meditations.

PSALM cvii.

.. The}) cried unto the. Lord in their trouble, and H eo saved them out
of their distresses"-v. 13.

The cry of storm-tossed mariners arose
Above the sound of ocean~s mighty roar
And found God's ears, the Captain of the sea.
Unto the haven where they long to be
He always brings the penitent in soul.
Always there is survival out of woe.
All trustful souls through tribulation come;
They are not lost; in their extr~mity

The saving Arm of God their succour brings,

PSALM cxxxvi.

" Who alone doeth great wonders "-v. '"4.

J ehovah-Jesus had no helping hand
In His creative work. When He redeemed,
'Twas He made perfect man's deliverance.
All that was good in Israel's chequered life
Was done by Him. One answer can be given
When men may ask-" Art Thou the Coming One,
Or look we for another? " There can be
No other. All initiative Christ has.
When there was not a heart to lov~, nor eye
To pity, nof a hand to save, He stood
Beside our sore necessity and gave
Of His Own life that dying men might live.
Not unto us; to Him aN praise is due.
Alone He worked the miracle of grace.
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EDITORIAL.
Recci\'ed by the Editol'. \I·jth many thanks::-1\1I-~. C. M. "Umy:

J:vlrs. D. WakE-ley; Miss li:. M. 't:\I'al't: S / Lt. F. SYlllOIl~. TtX .V.K :
1\1rs. D. Leckie; Miss . \rchard: M 1'. C. H. D. "'ood: Re\·. T.
Pitta\l'ay; 1\1r. Higgins: 1\Ir·. G. H.'-Fromo\\": :\hs, 1\1.:\1. Fal"lller: Re\'.
\-\T. J. Crier; Mrs. n. Cosden; :\Iiss H. CO\\'ell: Dr. L. 1\1. Iloug-hton:
1\1 1'. \Y. Goodman: Miss J. j\ lexallder; Miss L. Ol'mistoll; :\1 i,s 1\1. J'~.

Yoshimoto; 1\11-. E. J. POllnd~: ~lt-, S. TJollghton.

EXTRACT,..; HR01\1 Ol.... r~ COI{R1=:~POXDJ<:X(,I::

Prom Fno~m: .. I do thallk (;od for the \\'itne" of (he :\fagazine
10 Ilis tmth ill these evil da:vs."

From 11 AT 1-1 : "\Yc do so enjoy I'Pilding the i\Iap-azilh'. amI pl'a~' it
may he' used of Cod to bless all \\'ho read it."

P'/'om 0 90-Y!::.-\It-OLD REAlll::l1: .. I-IR\'e ahnl~" elljoyec! the' I'eadillg
of the l\lagazine fOI' sOlne years past. ] am oflnll f(·plill!! IOllPl~·. ha\'c
no I'pally Christian friends here."

From l(1,XT: .. The S\l'cct al'ticlc on tl,e God of all comfort \I'as
\'cry opportune and refreshing. and J all!. grateful for il.·· .

From OXE OF Ol'l{ OLDEST REA.Df<:HS: ,. I feci I IllU,l \nite to tell
you hO\l' T ha\'c specially cn.io~·ed the (los,pel .llogo.:illc fm .)illl.-Peh.'·

From HI::RTS: .. The first Ilumbel' of thr, Uo~pcl Jlo{)ozille (.Jan.
Feh.) i~ as full as e\'CI' of good things-the rine~t of the \I·heat and
hOlle~' out' of the Hock. I Rm ha\'illg h':o copie, this yem' to send out
to lelati\'es in India."

F"om LINCOLtoo:: .. The {/o8jJel ll[ogo,:ine appeal',"; to me H~ near the
clue( I'ines of Go~pel .£!mce as any I ha\'e e\'E'1' l'pad. l. al\l'a~'~ look
fOI'\\"1I'd to (,ll.io~'ing it." .

Fmm l\Ii\L~rEsHun: "1 like the I:ospel .llaga.:ine ami admire the
\I'a~l you expo~e ('I'J'O]' 'ane! uphold truth ill its pag(·s.'·

From 13ruGHTox: .. Yesteldav I read . ";ell~nl'in!!,' \I'ith other
pieee>: tu a deal' blind friend, an"d she f",lt it mlS ~o a'pplicable to her
O\l'n Ileed.'·

nOlJ'\ D COI'l E:~ OF' THE (:OSj)j~L .lIAr:AZIXl~ \\·ill hc
\I'elcomed bv the Sccl'etan' of the I'~\'ang('lipal Libl'aI'Y, :35, ()!ou('cster
Hoad. h.ensington, ~.\\·.I."
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