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EDITORIAL

Old Series
No. 2461

This is the day of the big battalions. In business circles the
small firms are engulfed by the large combines. The local
grocer fights a losing battle against the supermarket. Mergers.
take-overs, and huge corporations are the pattern of contem
porary trading. Bigness, it is generally assumed, is best.

The same kind of thinking is apparent in church circles.
Ecumenical planning, in spite of its disclaimers, points in
creasingly in the direction of the huge ecclesiastical structure.
The hope is voiced that when the world sees how great the
church is. then the world will be persuaded of the rightness of
the Christian message-a vain hope indeed since the magnifi
cation of the structure seems to be in proportion to the dilution
of the Gospel.

I am not, however, concerned at- the moment with the
critique of ecumenism-I have done this elsewhere! I wish
rather to stress a truth which is in danger of being forgotten,
namely the glory of the local church. When men think in
human terms they will aim at the big ecclesiastical corporation.
When, however. Christians think biblically they will see the
importance which the Lord attaches to the local church.

When Tyndale produced his pioneer translation of the
English New Testament he used the term 'congregation'. It
has been a blemish of most subsequent translations that they
failed to retain Tyndale's rendering. For one thing, to use the
term 'church' easily leads people to confuse the building where
the people of God meet, and the true church which is the
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people within the building. But even more important is the fact
that congregation is a much clearer rendering of the original
Greek word 'ecclesia'.

This word was used in ordinary Greek life of the citizens
when they were gathered together and convened for a specific
civic function. So it was an apt term to describe the company
of God's people convened by God the Holy Spirit under the
lordship of Jesus Christ. So says Article 19: 'The visible
church of Christ is a congregation of faithful men in which the
pure word of God is preached and the sacraments be duly
ministered'. The Westminster divines added the further im- ~

portant characteristic that in such a congregation godly discip-
line is exercised.

So a local church is not a mere gathering such as a local club
or lodge arranges. It is the local congregation of the people of
God, subject to the lordship of Christ, and summoned by the
Holy Spirit to live and worship and witness in submission to
the Word of God. As such it has a glory which far surpasses
the temporary sparkle of the most distinguished human
gathering, whether of scholars or of statesmen, for the glory
of the local congregation is the presence of God Almighty.

John, on the island of Patmos, had a vision of this glory.
The risen Lord walks in the midst of the seven golden lamp
stands. Each lamp is quite distinct, so much so that in His
warning to Ephesus the Lord can speak of removing the lamp
stand. But such a removal would not affect the lampstand at
Smyma, where they receive, not a warning, but encouragement.
So letters go to each one of the seven churches and each one is
distinguished in terms of their opportunities, their problems.
their blessings and their failures.

The glory of the local church is seen not only in her
distinctiveness, but also in her commission. She has been set
by God as a lamp of truth to shine in the darkness. All around
is the gloom of sin and error. Men stumble and perish without
any clear light to guide them. But the grace of God sets
churches in the darkness where, in Paul's words to the Philip
pians, they are to 'shine as lights in the world, holding forth
the word of life'.

This shining is not only seen in the faithful testimony of the
local church, but also in her readiness to suffer. In a day when
we are inclined to court respectability and to opt for a quiet
life, we need reminding that the church was always meant to
be the church militant. At times it may be open hostility, at
others it may be the scorn of a contemptuous world. but sacri
fice is to be the mark of the faithful church.
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The church also shines by means of her holiness. 'Let your
light so shine before men that they may see your good works
and glorify your father which is in heaven.' This is still the
Lord's mandate to His church. A church united in a concern
for holy living is a powerful reinforcement of the preaching of
the gospel.

But the supreme glory of the church is that the risen Lord
Himself walks in the midst of the lampstands. The congrega
tion of God's people is the place where God makes His
presence known. Using another picture, Paul reminds us that
the church is the temple of the Holy Spirit. What greater glory
could there be than to be the dwelling-place of God?

It is depressingly easy to look only at the very human aspect
of a local church. umbers may not be large. There may be
few, if any, who are particularly distinguished. With all their
sheer ordinariness they may seem to be just one more group,
and a very commonplace group at that! But this is to be blind
to the true nature of the local church. Paul, writing to the
Corinthians, rejoices that so many church members are
nonentities as far as the world is concerned, for this very fact
magnifies the grace of God.

Where, however, a merely human assessment is blind to the
church's glory, faith looks with a keener eye. Faith sees not
just a local community, but the congregation of God. Faith
sees the living Lord present in His church. Faith rejoices that
the church is the bride of Christ, the temple of the Spirit, the
body of the Lord. And faith responds with prayer that the
church may realise her high calling and live to the glory of
her Lord. H. M. CARSON.

NOTICES

Please note that magazine subscriptions and renewals should
NOT be sent to the editor, but to the business manager at
the office.

Mr. Carson is one of the speakers at the Annual Conference
of the British Evangelical Council, to be held at Knighton
Evangelical Free Church, Leicester, on Tuesday 5th and
Wednesday 6th November. He will be preaching, D.Y., on the
Tuesday at 7.45 p.m. Other speakers include Revs. R. M.
Horn, G. A. Hemming and K. 1. Paterson, and Sir Fred
Catherwood. Further details may be obtained from 21 Wood
stock Road North, St. Albans, Herts. Phone: St. Albans 55655.
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Persecuted But
Triumphant

H. M. CARSON
A sermon preached in Hamilton Road Baptist
Church, Bangor, Co. Down, on Sunday morning,

2nd May, 1971.
'Now they which were scattered abroad upon the persecu

tion that arose about Stephen travelled as far as Phenice, and
Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the word to none but unto the
Jews only. And some of them were men of Cyprus and Cyrene,
which, when they were come to Antioch, spake unto the
Grecians, preaching the Lord Jesus. And the hand of the Lord
was with them: and a great number believed, and turned unto
the Lord.' (Acts 11 : 19-21).

In a sense Luke is resuming the narrative here, having
earlier broken off by way of digression. In the preceding chap
ters he described the conversion of Saul of Tarsus, who was to
become the great apostle of the Gentiles. He also recalled the
revelation that God gave to Peter, and as a result of that reve
lation the great new venture of reaching the Gentiles with the
gospel. Now he resumes the narrative, and so he goes back to
the situation just after the martyrdom of Sttphen, and speaks
of the developments which resulted because of the persecution
which broke out at the time when Stephen was put to death.
So we are looking at the church from a different aspect. In the
early chapters you see the church of God at Pentecost ex
periencing the mighty working of the Holy Spirit, you see
God's blessing, with thousands pressing into the Kingdom.
But now we are going to look at the_ church increasingly
facing persecution.

You might say at the outset that while this is interesting
historically, and of course one wants to go back and see how
the church reacted under persecution, yet in a sense it has no
great bearing for us, since it does not really apply to our
situation. You might say that in fact we could well do with
some persecution, we are all so respectable and comfortable
and life goes on at a fairly easy tempo. So you might claim
that this issue is slightly theoretical and does not really deal
with the situation in which we find ourselves. Well, we might
argue that way if we were only concerned with our own imme
diate situation; but if we are Christians we cannot live in our
own parochial backyard all the time. If we are Christians we
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belong to a world-wide fellowship, so that what is happening
to the believers in China or in Russia should be as much a
concern to us as what is happening to any members of our own
fellowship.

While it is true that we have a primary concern, if we are
Christians, for the local church where God has placed us, we
must never lose sight of the wider horizons. We belong to a
fellowship which is not restricted to one particular locality or
to one particular nation. It is a fellowship which stretches
across the world, and there are believers today who are facing
precisely the conditions which these believers in Acts 11 were
encountering. If, then, we have a vision which goes beyond
our own church boundaries or beyond the coasts of our own
land, if we really are alive to the moving of the Spirit of God
across the world, if we have a concern about the state of the
church of Christ in other lands, then we will look with deep
interest at such chapters as these because we shall want to
know how we should be praying for the believers in China,
how we should be seeking God's face for these young
Christians in Russia who are going through such desperate
times of persecution at the present time. So we come back to
Acts 11, not by way of some historical approach to the New
Testament, not simply in order to see how they reacted, but in
order to understand how Christians should react in any similar
situation. And if that situation is not precisely ours, well, it is
a situation which confronts many of our brethren and there
fore we do well to pray for them.

But there is also a further factor. While our present situation
may not be completely akin to theirs, we do not know how
soon our situation might become theirs. We may imagine that
things will continue as they have continued, but I need hardly
remind you that right across the world-and this country is
obviously no exception-we are living. in a revolutionary era.
There have been dramatic changes in many countries, when
the whole fabric of society has been broken, and the status quo
has been completely altered. We cannot guarantee that in five
or ten years' time, if not less than that, we may be facing pre
cisely this kind of situation. We do well, therefore, to under
stand the principles-'forewarned', they say, 'is forearmed'. It
is right that the people of God should know how they should
react in times of testing.

This was a suffering church, and you can look at a few
references to discover how severe the suffering was. You will
remember when Stephen was martyred, as Luke recalls at the
beginning of chapter 8, 'Saul was consenting to his death. And
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at that time there was a great persecution against the church
which was at Jerusalem; and they were all scattered abroad
throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the
apostles'. Verse 3 of chapter 8 describes the part that Saul of
Tarsus played in all this: 'As for Saul, he made havoc of the
church, entering into every house, and haling men and women,
committed them to prison'.

If you turn to later chapters in the Acts of the Apostles, and
listen to the Apostle Paul reminiscing, with grief of soul as he
remembers the part he played in this persecution, you read
something like this: 'I persecuted this way unto the death,
binding and delivering into prisons both men and women"
Acts 22 : 4. And in verses 19 and 20: 'I imprisoned and beat
in every synagogue them that believed on thee; and when the
blood of thy martyr Stephen was shed, 1 also was standing by
and consenting unto his death, and kept the raiment of them
that slew him'. Or later in chapter 26, verses 10 and 11, it is
the same kind of reaction. Paul remembers what he had been
and what he had done: ' ... many of the saints did 1 shut up
in prison, having received authority from the chief priests; and
when they were put to death I gave my voice against them.
And 1 punished them often in every synagogue, and compelled
them to blaspheme; and being exceedingly mad against them,
I persecuted them even unto strange cities'.

So when Luke talks about the persecution that broke out he
is not simply using words, he is speaking about something
which was tremendously severe. These people were persecuted,
they were beaten, they were thrown into prison, they were
killed. It was a period of very great suffering for the church in
Jerusalem. It was a time which was to be repeated again and
again through those early centuries and one which has been
repeated right down the history of the church of Christ. The
church of Christ has again and again gone through such times
as these, and today there are lands where this is still the picture
-Christians under persecution.

Now inevitably when Christians are facing this kind of test
ing, they ask 'Why?', and especially so if they are deeply per
suaded in their own hearts that the Lord is Kjng. If the Lord
is on the throne, and all power is His, why does He allow this
kind of thing to go on? Why does He permit evil men to lay
hands upon His people? Why does He permit the enemies of
the gospel to rage as these men raged against His truth? Why
does God not intervene? You might say that one should not
ask such questions. But when Christians are facing this kind of
testing-if you were a member of a family circle, and the
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father or husband had just been dragged off to prison, badly
beaten and then killed, well, instinctively you would be asking,
Why does God not intervene? And if we are aware of our
close ties with the brethren in Russia and China, we might well
be asking today, Why does God not act?

But one might ask the same question about Calvary-why
did God not act? Could He not have acted? Of course He
could! Indeed, when Jesus is refusing the idea of appealing to
any earthly means of deliverance He said He could call legions
of angels to His assistance. He did not need to go to Calvary.
He was not at the mercy of Caiaphas, and Annas, and PiIate,
and the others. He was the sovereign Son of God, and God
could have delivered. But had God thus delivered, there would
have been no way of salvation, there would have been no
gospel, there would have been no proclamation of pardon to
sinful men and women. It was because God permitted Pilate
and the Jewish leaders to act as they did that Christ was
delivered into the hands of wicked men, and as a result of His
death there is a gospel, there is a message of pardon. The Lord
did not abdicate His responsibility then and the Lord does not
look on now as a helpless spectator when His people are under
pressure and persecution. The Lord is working out His pur
poses and sometimes He works His purposes out through the
sufferings of His people.

The church needs to be refined, but when God refines, it is
at times a painful experience. The ardent gardeners among
you know how you deal with your rose bushes-apparently
ruthlessly! But it is the ruthless pruning which produces the
lovely blooms. It is God's purpose that His church should
blossom, should be beautiful in holiness, should be effective
-and so God prunes. He does this pruning in various ways,
and one of the means of pruning is the persecution which
comes to the church. That is why the great Lord of the church
does not intervene to stop the persecution. It seems sometimes
to those who are under desperate pressure that God has for
gotten them-far from it! God is working out a great and
eternal purpose for His people. He is more concerned with
what we are than with our immediate comfort. So God,
through the opposition of wicked men, refines, purifies and
purges His church. That is why it has so often proved true that
the churches which have been blessed and used of God have
not been the churches which have been slumbering along in
comfortable circumstances, but churches that have been going
through times of very great testing. That is doubtless why
some of the news that comes out of Russia is news of blessing,
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of God moving and bringing people to Himself. He has been
refining and purifying His people in order that they might be
fruitful. It was so in the Acts of the Apostles. The more they
faced the scourge of persecution, the more you find them
drawing into close fellowship with the Lord and the more you
find the power of God resting upon them.

Now that does not mean that we go out to try and stir up
opposition to ourselves in order that we might be purified!
God may have other means of dealing with some of us, He
may have other methods of chastening for us. What we always
have to keep in view is God's ultimate purpose for His people.
His concern for us is that we might be holy people, pure,
righteous and living in close fellowship with Him. His con
cern is that we might be fruitful, that our witness might be
effective in reaching others with the gospel, and in order to
refine and purify us He will use means that at times we will
find sore, and chastening that we will not find pleasant. We
need to keep in mind God's purposes in dealing with us.

The church was scattered far and wide. The full fury of the
persecution broke at Jerusalem. It was there that Jesus Him
self had been crucified. It was there that Stephen had preached
and there Stephen had become a martyr, sealing his testimony
with his blood. And it was from Jerusalem that the infant
church was scattered far and wide across Judea and indeed
beyond. Now it is easy to say that, but it only needs a little
imagination to appreciate what it meant for them. These men
and women, after all, were human, just like us, and like us
I am sure they appreciated their own homes. You don't need
to make an idol out of a home to appreciate the house where
you live. It has its particular associations. Well, they lost their
homes and their possessions-and again you don't need to
become an idolater to have your associations with this, that
and the other thing in your home-this .present, that gift. To
lose everything, as they were losing everything, is quite a
shattering experience. And they also lost their livelihood. Jobs
were not that easy to come by, and if you were working in
Jerusalem, and suddenly you were thrown out of the city with
your home destroyed and your possessions gone, it meant that
your livelihood was gone. There was no ational Assistance
Board in Caesarea where you could sign on to get some help
during a time of pressure. You literally faced starvation.

It was a desperate blow to be thrown out of your employ
ment and have to leave your home. You might already be very
close to subsistence level, but when you lost the very means of
maintenance, well, then there was only hunger. While a man
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can face hunger himself and tighten his belt, just think what it
was like for some of these believers who had families. They
were facing a situation in which their wives and their children
had to suffer because of their stand for the truth, and that is
never very easy. Again, if you read of the present situation in
Russia, this is the kind of story that is coming out, of people
who are suffering in precisely this way. I was reading recently
of the kind of situation in which someone had a Sunday School
in the house, so the house was simply demolished-this was
the answer of an atheistic government to this 'indoctrination
(as they view it) of the young'. something which the Commun
ists consider to be thoroughly subversive and false. Believers
in Russia are facing this kind of thing today, suffering them
selves and suffering for their family.

But the Lord was still in control. The Lord was refining His
people in order that they might become even more effective.
What He was doing here was in a sense what He does even to
us in our rather more comfortable situation-He sometimes
removes the props on which we are so inclined to lean. We
claim as Christians to depend upon the Lord for our strength,
to depend on His Spirit to direct us, but let's face the fact
honestly-there is often a great deal of dependence upon other
things and upon other people. Of course, it is perfectly right
that we should draw strength from the fellowship to which we
belong. Our fellow Christians are intended by God to help us
as we live the Christian life. But there is a difference between
relying upon them in a healthy fashion and an undue reliance
in which we are not really learning to become strong in the
Lord ourselves; we are utterly dependent on the strength
which comes from this Christian or that group of Christians.
Then God in His wisdom, knowing how we have become
unduly reliant upon others, removes some of the props.

This can come through a time of illness. We are suddenly
away from the fellowship; it may be for quite a prolonged
period we are away from them. We do not have the normal
stimulus of meeting on the Lord's Day, we are not able to
gather at the prayer meeting, and we are not able to talk over
the things of God with God's people. We are on our own, and
such an experience can be quite a shattering one, especially if
it is prolonged. We can begin to wallow in self-pity and then
we get worse, spiritually speaking. If only we could appreciate
that what God is doing is removing some of the props and
teaching us to stand on our own feet, to learn to draw our
strength from Him and from Him alone.
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It can happen through the loss of a job, and increasingly
across the country this is becoming the experience of a great
many people. Of course, saints and sinners stand alike in this.
With unemployment figures reaching nearly a million and
possibly going to become worse, a great many people are
facing the shattering experience of suddenly losing their jobs
and losing their security. Well, the man of the world in that
situation becomes bitter. He is naturally resentful of a system
which suddenly projects him into this state of insecurity and
suddenly deprives him of the means of normal living. And the
Christian can easily slip into the same kind of attitude unless
he remembers that God is still on the throne, that God is
working, not simply when everything is going well in pros
perous days and when he has no financial problems, but when
he goes through these times when everything seems to fall to
pieces around him and his whole future becomes uncertain.
Yes, the Lord is still working, and often indeed it is through
these times of great uncertainty and insecurity and probably
very serious material loss, that a Christian is brought to the
point of realising what his true priorities ought to be. We say
that our commonwealth is in heaven, our citizenship is above,
but in actual fact our concern is a great deal about 'down
below'. People are sometimes very strong on the second
coming of the Lord and they talk as if the coming of the Lord
was tomorrow. But they are making a great deal of prepara
tion for about five or ten years hence, and one wonders how
strongly they really are persuaded as to their own position!

So, then, the Lord brings us into a situation where He
knocks many of the props away and we are in a condition of
insecurity and the whole future is quite uncertain. But what
the Lord is doing in His mercy is showing us what our priori
ties ought to be-'Seek ye first His Kingdom, His righteous
ness'. We must be concerned with His will. That does not
mean to say that the whole question of employment and the
maintenance of a family are unimportant-obviously that is
to pervert what I am saying. The Lord is concerned, as He
pointed out to His disciples-our Father is concerned with our
food, our clothes, our daily provision-but so often we are so
taken up with these things that we virtually lose sight of the
great aim of our living, to live to His praise and to His glory.
So the Lord brings us through times of uncertainty, through
times of material loss, through times of disappointment, in
order to show us that our tenure in this world is ultimately
a temporary one, that we are only sojourners, we are only
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foreigners here, and that our commonwealth, our citizenship,
is in heaven.

Sometimes the Lord knocks the props away by removing
from us someone who has been a great blessing to us and a
great strength to us. If you go back to chapter 8 you find the
apostles were still in Jerusalem. It is rather difficult to under
stand why the believers generally were scattered and yet the
apostles were able to stay behind. It may have been simply
that the apostles were so much established in the thinking of
the people because of the miracles that had been performed
that the leaders of the Jews were reluctant to deal with them.
Whatever the reason, the fact is they were still in Jerusalem
and many members of the church were scattered all over the
country. So they no longer had the strength of Christian
fellowship, they no longer had the ministry of the apostles,
they were very much on their own. And the Lord brings us
through such experiences in order to teach us how to draw our
strength directly from Him.

This is not to belittle the importance of the preaching of the
Word and the ministry of the Word within the church. But it
is simply to remind us that while God has appointed His
church and the ministry within His church to edify His people,
Christians must always learn to be in such a position that they
can draw their strength directly from Him. If there is an un
healthy reliance upon this or that person, the Lord will some
times remove that person because, you see, there is a danger
of attributing to a man, to a preacher, to a Christian friend, the
glory which belongs to God alone. Our God will not share His
glory with another, not even with one of His servants. The
man who preaches the Word is, after all, only the mouthpiece
whom God has chosen, and if men begin to give him the glory
which belongs to the Lord Himself, the Lord may remove him
altogether. Or the Lord may so direct circumstances that the
person who is relying too much upon the help that comes from
a particular person, may be in a situation where he is cast
upon his own resources-which means, by God's grace, cast
directly upon the Lord.

But the devil so often overreaches himself, and this you find
when you read Christian history. It seems as if he is winning
and then we discover that in actual fact his schemes have gone
badly astray. We find that right back in the Old Testament.
You remember the story of Joseph. Behind the jealousy and
the bitterness of the brothers was obviously the work of the
evil one and that led to that treacherous act when they laid
bands on Joseph and sold him as a slave into Egypt. Certainly
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at that point it seemed as if the power of evil was rampant in
that family and the devil seemed to have won a remarkable vic
tory-the family disrupted, Jacob in sorrow, Joseph as a slave,
and the brothers with the heavy burden on their consciences
because of what they had done. But the devil had overreached
himself. When famine later came to the land, when the family
was starving, Joseph, in the providence of God, was in the
very situation where he could meet their need. And the in
credible ending of that story is that the same family who had
rejected Joseph found their way to Egypt, and discovered that
Joseph was the one who was to provide for their needs. The
devil, I say, had overreached himself.

He did the same at Calvary. The devil entered into the heart
of Judas, whose greed and treachery were the result of the
presence of the evil one. When Judas of all people, one of the
twelve, went to the High Priest and said, 'I will betray Him to
you', it seemed as if this was the supreme victory for the
powers of evil. To think that one of the Lord's own disciples
should betray his Master. But again the devil had overreached
himself. What seemed to be a shattering victory proved to be
an overwhelming defeat. So when Christ rose from the dead it
was God's great demonstration that the devil can never go
beyond the purposes of God. He may seem to achieve this or
that triumph, but his triumphs are short-lived.

Well, it was true here. He had stirred up this persecution. It
was he who had put the hatred and bitterness into the hearts
of the Jewish leaders. It was he who was stirring up men like
Saul of Tarsus to persecute these Christians-but, I say, he
overreached himself. Instead of crushing the church, instead of
destroying the testimony, all he succeeded in doing was spread
ing the gospel far and wide. When these believers were in
Jerusalem, of course they were witnessing. Jerusalem was
hearing the gospel and many in Jerusalem were turning to the
Lord. But there were great areas beyond Jerusalem, there was
the world beyond, and the commission of the Lord had been
not simply to Jerusalem but to Samaria, to Judea and to the
uttermost parts of the earth. It is very easy to forget the Lord's
command. It is very easy to build up the life of the church at
home and to forget the needs of further afield. So the Lord
uses persecution, He uses the very activity of the evil one
against His people to thrust His people out. So instead of
being a comfortable group, inward-looking, staying in Jeru
salem, they are a persecuted and scattered church, and where
ever they go they are telling men and women about the Lord
Jesus Christ.
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But what a commentary this is on the kind of Christians
they were. If you and I went through this kind of experience,
losing our homes, losing our possessions, losing our jobs,
perhaps losing some of our family who were murdered brutally
-well, I am sure that for many of us our first instinct would
be self-defence and self-preservation. The subject that would
loom largest in our speaking would be the things we had
suffered. But these people were so taken up with Christ, and
the gospel was of such paramount importance, that as they
went the topic of conversation was Jesus Christ. They met men
and women, and certainly they could have told of the grim
experiences they had had. People, after all, who may not be
particularly interested in you will always listen to that kind of
thing, for as you discover from the newspaper headlines,
trouble has news value-an air tragedy here, a flood disaster
there-of course it is headline news. These people could well
have spent a great deal of their time gaining sympathy from
their new contacts for the predicament in which they were. But
the point was that these Christians were not concerned about
themselves and their own comfort and their own wellbeing.
They had' one concern, and that is that men and women might
come to know Christ, and so wherever they went, as they
chatted, as they gossiped, they talked about one subject-the
gospel, the Lord Jesus Christ.

But Luke notes that there were two attitudes among them.
For some there was a restricted testimony, for others it was
unrestricted. Some of them spoke readily about the Lord
Jesus, but they spoke to Jews only. There were others who
spoke to the Greeks as well. Now you might say-what an
extraordinary attitude! If they were really concerned with the
gospel, as obviously these people were, why didn't they speak
to everyone, why did they narrow themselves down? Well,
you remember how the apostle Peter felt when the Lord told
him he must go to the Gentiles-how reluctant he was. He was
a Jew, with a Jewish background, and the Gentiles were com
plete outsiders, and it is always hard to break across such
barriers to reach people whom you despise. It took something
before Peter was prepared to break with his own traditions
and to reach out to the Gentiles with the gospel. Now many
of these believers were precisely in Peter's condition. They
were spiritually minded people; they were Christians who had
suffered and were suffering for Christ's sake; they were
Christians who had a great concern for the gospel, but they
had not got the vision which embraced men and women of
every kind. They witnessed, but they went to the Jews only.
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As I have studied this, I felt it might well be a comment on
a great deal of evangelistic work in Northern Ireland, with
witnessing churches, evangelistic campaigns and all kinds of
effort to reach out to the unconverted. But they go everywhere
speaking the word to Protestants only and they neglect a third
of the population, who are just as much in need of the gospel,
who need to hear the message whereby men could be saved.
Some of these Jewish believers, however, had hearts too big to
be restricted in this way. Here they met Greeks, and there was
a natural barrier. Jews and Gentiles didn't mix; for centuries
the barrier had grown stronger, the gulf between them had
grown wider-but these men and women were so gripped by
the grace of God in their own hearts, and the gospel had so
laid hold upon their minds, that to them the barrier was irrele
vant. the gulf between was a secondary consideration. If men
were without Christ. then they needed the gospel. and it
mattered not to them whether they were Jews or Gentiles. they
went to them with the truth of the gospel.

To us it may seem straight forward. but in fact it was a
tremendous step. It meant that these people had a concern for
every kind of person. They took the Lord's commission
seriously. The Lord had not said. 'Go and make disciples of
Jews'. He had said, 'Go and make disciples of all the nations'.
And for the Jewish Christians this was a bitter pill to swallow.
It was hard for them really to accept the position, that a
Gentile could enter the Kingdom, that a Gentile could become
a believer, that a Gentile could be received into the church.
Although they were Christians, they were still Jews, and they
had the old antagonisms in the very warp and woof of their
beings. I say, it is a very relevant subject for us in Ulster.
There are the old antagonisms, the old antipathy, the bitter
ness, and they have been flaring up in these days. One dis
covers, alas, that Christians are not immune. and so often they
are influenced in their thinking. As far as these Jewish
believers with their unrestricted testimony was concerned.
there was no difference between Jew and Gentile. Each of
them needed the gospel and therefore to all they must go. And
I believe. before God. I have got to say in these days. there is
no difference before God between Protestants and Catholic,
there is no difference before God between the Republican and
Orangeman. There is only one division and that is between
saved and lost, between those who have embraced the gospel
and those who have not embraced it.

Therefore, for us, our calling is not to have any restriction
on our testimony. We are not to go to one group in the popula-
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tion, but the whole population is our concern, and beyond the
whole population, the nations of the world. What is the true
missionary concern of the churches to be? There are no
restrictions, for there are no sections and no departments
excluded. Christ has commissioned us to take this gospel to
men and women of every tribe, nation and tongue, and it is
sheer hypocrisy to be enthusiastic about missionary work in
Latin America if we are not enthusiastic about missionary
work in our own land. God forgive us that we have been so
selective in our evangelism. God open our eyes to see what
these believers saw, that they were not to go just to their
Jewish fellow country-men, that they were not to restrict their
~m~~~p~~w~~m~~w~

that it was for men and women of every tongue, that they
might hear and believe.

I was convinced I could be saved no other way than by
grace, if I could but find grace enough. But at that time I saw
more in my own sin than in God's mercy. But this put me on
a further inquiry after the grace of God, because my life lay
upon it: and then Twas brougHt to the Gospel. When, however,
I came to the Gospel. I met with the law in it; that is, I was for
turning the Gospel into Law. T began to settle myself upon
Gospel-duties, such as repentance, humiliation, believing.
praying; and (T know not how) I forgot the promise of grace
lvhich first brought me to the Gospel. Soon I found I could
neither believe nor pray as the Gospel required. While I was
in this plunge, it pleased the Lord to direct me to study the
Person of Christ. Whom I looked on as the great undertaker
in the work of man's salvation! And truly here I may say, as
Paul did, 'It pleased God to reveal His Son in me'. God over
came my heart with this. I saw so much mercy in His mercy,
so much love in His love, so much grace in His grace, that
I knew not what to liken it to. And here my heart broke, I
knew not how! Before this faith came, I knew not how to
secure myself against past, present and future sins: but there
was that largeness of grace, that all-sufficiency of mercy, that
infinity of righteousness. discovered to me in Christ. that I
found sufficient for all the days of my life.-THoMAs CoLE.
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THE THIRD
FUNDAMENTAL

PETER ELDERSFELD

The third fundamental of the Christian faith is called
Limited Atonement. God not only chose His people to be
saved, but He provided a salvation which was intended and
designed specifically for them. Those whom He predestinated,
He calls to Himself-not merely by a general proclamation of
the gospel which goes out into all the world, but by applying
that gospel directly into their hearts, so that they accept it in
true faith. And so He justifies them-that is to say, He
pardons them, He declares them innocent, He sets them free
from all the guilt of sin, because He sent His Son, Jesus Christ,
to this earth for their salvation. This means that the atonement
of Christ on the cross was definitely limited to God's elect
people in all generations.

Jesus made it clear that there are just two kinds of people
in this world, as God sees us: the saved and the lost-or, to
to use His metaphor, the 'sheep' and the 'goats'. And He said
that in the end of time He would separate them forever. And
He also said: 'I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd
giveth His life for the sheep'-thus He excluded the goats
(John JO: 11). And He bluntly told the unbelievers of His
day: 'Ye are not of my sheep' (John JO : 26). 'Ye are of your
father the devil' (John 8 :44). Obviously, He did not come to
die for them.

But one of the most striking things He ever said on this sub
ject is found in the words of that great prayer He prayed on
the eve of His crucifixion. There He stood, facing the cross.
which was to be the climax of His redemptive work, the pur
pose for which He came to this earth. It was a night of great
suffering and pain. And in that solemn dramatic hour, He set
forth clearly the scope of His atoning life and death. He
prayed: 'Father, the hour is come; glorify Thy Son, that Thy
Son may also glorify Thee; as Thou hast given Him power
over all flesh, that He should give eternal life to as mrmy as
Thou host given Him ... 1 pray for them: 1 pray not for the
world, but for them which Thou hast given me; for they are
Thine. And all mine are Thine, and Thine are mine; and 1 am
glorified in them ... Holy Father, keep through Thine own
name those whom Thou hast given me, that they may be one,
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as we are ... I will that they also, whom Thou hast given me,
be with me where I am; that they may behold my glory, which
Thou hast given me: for Thou lovedst me before the founda
tion of the world' (John 17: 1,2,9-11,24).

There you have His own conception of the scope of His
atoning sacrifice. Notice how often He indicates that it was
meant only for those whom the Father had given Him, who
had been chosen from eternity to be redeemed by divine grace.
He was now ready to die for them, and for them only. That's
what He came here to do. And jf that seems to put a severe
limitation upon His saving power, then remember, He put that
limitation on it Himself. And He had good reason for doing
so.

Suppose He had died for all men, and had then left it up to
them to decide whether or not they wanted to be saved. Then
a large part of His painful sacrifice for sin would have been
utterly wasted. Then the price He paid would not have pur
chased what it was intended to purchase. For millions of
people have rejected Him. Can you conceive of a God who
would provide salvation on such a 'hit-or-miss', 'catch-as
catch-can' basis? Would He do what He did on Calvary's
cross, and then say to men: All right now, that's as far as I
can go; now it's up to you; take it or leave it!

Oh no! The price of our redemption was the highest ever
paid for anything in this world. It cost the precious blood of
God's only begotten Son. That blood was not spilled; it was
shed for sinners. Not one drop of it can be wasted. God gives
it only to those whom He has chosen. The atonement of our
Lord is not some kind of gigantic, universal, indiscriminate
'grab-bag' from which men may take a package of salvation, if
they so desire. Nor does God parade up and down the streets
of this world, as it were, scattering His silver coins to the left
and to the right, where some of them will be caught and others
will be lost. Nor does He hold the cross of His Son before the
generations of mankind, and then let them vote on it, to see
who wants it and who does not.

No indeed! Salvation is a gift of God, in every sense of the
term. He knew in advance those who were to receive it; and
then He went out and bought it for them-at the high cost of
Jesus' blood; and so He presents it personally to those for
whom He bought it. And they then receive it as a gift.

Yes of course, the Bible also says that 'whosoever will may
come', and 'whosoever believeth shall have everlasting life',
and 'whosoever calleth upon the name of the Lord shall be
saved'. There are many statements like that in Scripture. But
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they do not in any way contradict what it says about this
doctrine of the limited atonement of Christ. Rather, they
confirm it. Whosoever will-yes, but only those whom God
has chosen are given the will to come and believe and be saved.
He not only has the gift for them, but He gives them the grace
to receive it. That's the way He finds them and draws them out
of the whole human race-by saying to the world: 'Whosoever
will may come'. It is like a huge divine magnet; it draws only
those who have been magnetised, those for whom Jesus died.
It is like a shaft of light in a diamond mine; it makes only the
diamonds sparkle.

Remember what the angel told Joseph before Jesus was
born: 'Thou shalt call His name Jesus, for He shall save His
people from their sins'. That's what He came here to do. And
that's what He did. Not one drop of His blood has been
wasted. And not one sinner for whom He shed that blood will
be lost. Those whom God has predestinated, every one of
them, will be called, and justified, and glorified, because Christ
has died on the cross to save them.

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT
The office address of The Gospel Magazine will be changed

shortly due to the imminent ending of the office tenancy. Will
those sending subscriptions and donations to the office, or
writing to the Hon. Secretary, kindly note the change of
address to be announced in the next issue of The Gospel
Magazine (July-August number), which is due to be published,
D.Y., on 1st August.

o the mystery! That this man is God! He wept. He travelled,
bore cold, rain, hunger and tHirst; all reproach, shame and all
other sorrows for me. My loving, everlaSting brother! Sure
this Lord is my love! My soul within me is lost in wonder and
melts like wax. 0 this love! This mysterious, unfathomable
love!-HowELL HARRIS.

If you ask me why I believe on the Son of God-if you
intend what is the formal reason, ground and warranty where
on I thus believe in Him, or place my confidence in Him-I
say it is only this, that 'He is over all, God blessed for ever'.
And were He not so, I could not believe in Him. The divine
nature is the reason of it, but His divine person is the object
of it.-JOHN OWEN.
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The Attributes of
GOD
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VII. THE JUSTICE OF GOD
Another of God's attributes is His justice! 'Just and right is

He' (Deuteronomy 32 : 4), 'Touching the Almighty, we cannot
find Him out: He is excellent in power, and in judgment, and
in plenty of justice' (Job 37 :23), 'Justice and judgment are
the habitation of thy throne' (Psalm 89 : 14).

Justice is God's righteous treatment of all, giving them their
due. This is an attribute found in all persons of the Trinity: in
the Father (John 17: 25), in the Son (1 John 2: 1), and in the
Spirit (John 16: 8). In that God is just and righteous He takes
to Himself that which is His due, and works all things for His
own glory. In that He is just, the creature has no right to ques
tion Him in anything He does. In believing Him to be abso
lutely just, we wilfully submit to His ways in all things.

God's justice towards man is twofold, or in two parts. There
is His remunerative justice, wherein He distributes rewards to
those to whom they are due. And there is His punitive justice,
wherein He punishes those to whom it is due. The rewards that
are given are not from any merit in the creature, but they are
rewards of His own promises and grace. God is indebted to
none, therefore when He uses the wicked for the accomplish
ing of His purposes he may reward them with temporal
blessings, which does not by any means infer that He lightens
the punishment He has laid up for them which .is due unto
their sins. No! for God will punish the wicked with sore misery.
And though it seems that they are having their hey-day now,
the day of reckoning will come. From the light of nature man
knows that God must punish sin. 'Who knowing the judgment
of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of
death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do
them' (Romans 1 : 32). 'For when the Gentiles, which have
not the law, do by nature the things contained in the law, these,
having not the law, are a law unto themselves: which shew the
work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also
bearing witness, and their thoughts, the meanwhile accusing or
else excusing one another' (Romans 2 : 14-15). God declares
in His Word that He will in justice punish sin: 'And the Lord
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passed by before him, and proclaimed, The Lord, The Lord
God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in
goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving
iniquity and transgression and sin, and that will by no means
clear the guilty; visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the
children, and upon the children's children, unto the third and
to the fourth generation' (Exodus 34 :6-7). From the perfec
tion of God's nature we know that He must punish sin. He
would be neither holy nor just if He overlooked the guilty. He
has promised that the 'wages of sin is death', and He must pay
those wages. He has stated that 'the soul that sinneth it shall
die' and He must stand behind His Word, because He is Truth.
He cannot overlook sin and remain holy and just! This
explains why the Son of God had to become man and take
upon Himself the guilt of the elect. Once God had determined
to save a people He had to appoint them a Surety to meet the
demands of justice for them. The sinner being unrighteous and
unable to pay the debt of sin into the hands of justice must
have One of His own nature who is sinless, and able to pay His
debt, to stand for him. Therefore, Christ, the elect's federal
Head and Representative, stood in their stead by establishing
the righteousness of the law in His perfect obedience, and by
removing the curse of the law in His death on the cross. In this
God the Father is 'just and the justifier of those who believe'.
The very nature of sin demands that a just and holy God
punish it. Sin is a poison that has infected the whole human
race (Psalm 51 : 3), is aimed against the honour and glory of
God, and is that which has taken man out of the pleasure of
God. It is of such a nature that even the angels were cast from
the presence of God when they sinned. It is of such a nature
that the sinner must forever be cast from the favour and
presence of God, into hell, unless his guilt has been removed
by the satisfaction of Christ Jesus.

'Objection. But God's own people suffer great afflictions;
they are injured and persecuted. "All the day long have I been
plagued, and chastened every morning" (Psalm 73 : 14). How
does this stand with God's justice?

'Answer 1. That is a true rule of Austin, "God's ways of
judgment are secret, but never unjust". The Lord never afflicts
His people without a cause; so that He cannot be unjust. There
is some good in the godly, therefore the wicked afflict them;
there is some evil in them, therefore God afflicts them. God's
own children have their blemishes. "Are there not with you,
even with you, sins against the Lord?" (2 Chronicles 28 : 10).
These spiritual diamonds, have they no flaws? Do we not read
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of the spots of God's children? (Deuteronomy 32 : 5). Are
not they guilty of much pride, censoriousness, passion, worldli
ness? Though, by their profession they seem to resemble the
birds of paradise, to fly above, and feed upon the people of
heaven; yet, as the serpent, they lick the dust. And these sins
of God's people do more provoke God than others. "Because
of the provoking of His sons and daughters" (Deuteronomy
32 : 19). The sins of others pierce Christ's side, these wound
His heart. Therefore is not God just in all the evils that befall
them? "You only have I known of all the families of the earth,
therefore I will punish you for your iniquities" (Amos 3 : 2).
I will punish you sooner, surer, sorer, than others.

'2. The trials and sufIerings of the godly are to refine and
purify them. God's furnace is in Sion (Isaiah 31 : 9). Is it any
injustice in God to put His gold into the furnace to purify it?
Is it any injustice in God, by afflicting His people, to make
them partakers of His holiness? (Hebrews 12 : 10). What more
proclaims God's faithfulness, than to take such a course with
them as may make them better? "In faithfulness thou hast
corrected me" (Psalm 119 : 75).

'3. What injustice is it in God to inflict a less punishment,
and prevent a greater? The best of God's children have that
in them which is meritorious of hell. Does God do them any
wrong, if He uses only the rod, where they have deserved the
scorpion? Is the father unjust, if he only corrects his child,
who has deserved to be disinherited? If God deals so favour
ably with His children, He only puts wormwood in their cup,
whereas He might put fire and brimstone. They should rather
admire His mercy than complain of His injustice.' (T. Watson).

VIII. THE GOODNESS OF GOD
Another of God's attributes is His goodness. He is originally

and essentially good within Himself; whereas all goodness that
is seen in man, the creature, is derived from Him, and is a
remaining reflection of His image upon him. 'Thou art good,
and doest good; teach me thy statutes' (psalm 119 :68). The
Lord Jesus, in answer to the rich young ruler's salutation,
said, 'Why callest thou me good? there is none good but one,
that is, God' (Matthew 19: 17). This means that absolute,
essential goodness belongs only unto the Lord. It does not
mean that Christ was not good, but this served as a rebuke to
this young man in that he did not recognise Christ as God.
Therefore, Christ is saying, If I am nothing more than man, do
not recognise me as absolutely good, for there is none good
but One, i.e. God. But Christ is God, and Christ is good.
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Goodness is ascribed to the Persons of the Trinity: to the
Father, 'For a multitude of the people, even many of Ephraim,
and Manasseh, Issachar, and Zebulun, had not cleansed them
selves, yet did they eat the passover otherwise than it was
written. But Hezekiah prayed for them, saying, "The good
Lord pardon everyone" , (2 Chronicles 30 : 18); to the Son,
'I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life
for the sheep' (John 10 : 11); to the Spirit, 'Thou gayest also
thy good Spirit to instruct them, and withheldest not thy
manna from their mouth, and gavest them water for their
thirst' (Nehemiah 9 : 20).

God's goodness is displayed, first, in creation. 'The Lord is
good to all: and His tender mercies are over all His works'
(psalm 145 : 9); 'And God saw every thing that he had made,
and, behold, it was very good' (Genesis 1 : 31). God's goodness
in creation is seen in every aspect, but it would take a blind
man not to see it especially in man. God has made food for
man that is pleasant to the taste and appealing to his senses,
therefore eating is a pleasure and not a burden. The make-up
of the body is an illustration of the goodness of God. He has
so placed the tender nerves within walls of protection that man
is not in constant pain. He has given to man an intelligence
that he can provide for himself that which is necessary in life.
He has given him a conscience so that man is kept from much
that would be an evil to him. His greatest goodness is seen in
that He has placed a spiritual faculty within man that is never
satisfied without a knowledge of God and He takes it upon
Himself to reveal Himself to some and bring them into the
satisfaction of knowing Him in salvation. Also, every moment
of your life is an act of God's goodness, for every moment you
live you are kept from hell, which all deserve. Second, God's
goodness is seen in Providence. 'The eyes of all wait upon
thee; and thou givest them their meat in due season. Thou
openest thine hand, and satisfiest the desire of every living
thing. The Lord is righteous in all his ways, and holy in all his
works' (Psalm 145 :15-17). In His providence there is a com
mon goodness that is upon all creatures without exception.
These are His general mercies of daily provision, care, pro
tection, etc. There is a special providence of God upon the
elect, wherein God's goodness provides special protection
from Satan, death, and hell; brings them into circumstances
and experiences that are used for their conviction and
preservation from many sins; and, finally, to the effectual
hearing of the Gospel, justification by faith, repentance on the
account of sins, and a saving closing with Christ. Sinner, it
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might be that God has manifested His goodness toward you
for such a moment as this. Those disappointments in provi·
dence could be His workings to break you loose from the
world, to show you that the things of the world are not the
most noble, but that spiritual blessings are the noblest of all.
Why is it that He has not long ago taken your life while you
were in a fit of sinning? Why is that He has not long ago cast
you into hell? Why is it that you have found recovery from an
illness that has taken others to the grave? Why is it that He
will not give sleep to your eyes but toss you upon your bed
with fears and uncertainties? Why has He taken a wife, a
child, a friend, from you? Why is. it that every sermon, the
Bible and the presence of the righteous, is a burden to you?
This is all His goodness toward you in a special providence!
The goodness of God leadeth you to repentance (Romans
2 : 4). Every temporal mercy is crying, 'Repent!' Every
happiness you enjoy is crying, 'Repent!' Every good word
from another is God's providence crying, 'Repent!' Every
sickness is a goodness of God, restraining you from other sins,
crying, 'Repent!' Every loneliness, adverse circumstance, con
flict, heartache, is the goodness of God to awaken you to your
need of Christ, and cries, 'Repent!' Every thought and fear of
hell is the goodness of God crying, 'Repent!' If these are
special providences of His goodness you cannot escape! He
will tighten the cords around your neck until He break your
will and lay you in the dust at His feet crying for mercy in
Christ! 0, how good is God who will not let His elect forever
run in the way of sin, but will arrest them and bring them to
Christ. This leads to the third display of God's goodness, i.e.
redemption. It is the goodness of God that He has not placed
salvation upon the grounds of the covenant of works. It is His
goodness that the wages of sin were paid to Christ Jesus, and
that His taking to Himself the guilt of the sins of the elect, and
coming into union with them, justifies them upon His merits
and work. It is God's goodness to send His Son into the world
to make redemption. It is God's goodness that He did not
leave us in the slave-market of sin. It is His goodness that He
found a ransom. Ah, He could have cast the whole human race
into hell. He did not need us. It is His goodness to purpose the
redemption of the elect! Praise His name forever for this
attribute.

You say, 'Ah, but if God is good why does He punish sin
at all? Why does He hate the sinner?' My dear friend, it is
the goodness of God that He would hate the sinner and punish
him that is guilty. Would He be good if He refused to vindi-
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cate His honour and law? Would it be good if He left the evil
in the presence of the saints forever, and showed no differ
ence? Ah, no! It is His goodness that He will not allow His
law to be trampled upon; and that He will separate His saints
unto Himself; and cast away that which is evil. 'And he said,
I will make all my goodness pass before thee, and I will pro
claim the name of the Lord before thee; and will be gracious
to whom I will be gracious, and will shew mercy on whom I
will shew mercy' (Exodus 33 : 19). Here we see that it is an
act of goodness that God makes a difference, and shows mercy
to whom He will. 'And the Lord passed by before him, and
proclaimed, The Lord, The Lord God, merciful and gracious,
longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and truth, keeping
mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and
sin, and that will by no means clear the guilty; visiting the
iniquity of the fathers upon the children, and upon the child
ren's children, unto the third and to the fourth genention'
(Exodus 34 : 6-7). Here it is clearly stated that it is the gllvd
ness of the Lord not only to forgive sin, but also to punisp.. the
~uilty. What a God is David's God! There is none else beside
Him! Let all the earth stand in awe and praise Him!

IX. THE MERCY OF GOD

The next attribute of God for consideration is His mercy.
Mercy is inseparable from God's goodness in that it is an effect
or result of goodness. '0 give thanks unto the Lord; for he is
good: for his mercy endureth for ever' (Psalm 136: I). Mercy
is that attribute of God that presupposes man's misery. Mercy
works from love to relieve this.

First, I will point out the characteristics of God's mercy.
1. Mercy is natural and essential to Him as God. 'And the

Lord passed by before him, and proclaimed, The Lord, The
Lord God, merciful and gracious, longsuff~ring, and abundant
in goodness and truth' (Exodus 34 : 6). It is natural and essen
tial that God, as Governor, should have the misery of His
creatures at heart. This we see in that He is longsuffering, and
does not afHict with pleasure, but tenders to man appeals fOl
th~ removal of his misery, which are rejected and despised by
man. When God shaves off a nation He is said to do it with
a borrowed razor (Isaiah 7 : 20); His acts of severity are ratha
forced from Him as necessary acts of justice toward a rebel..
lious and stiff-necked people (Isaiah 27: 4; Lamentations
3 : 33). Mercy is a darling attribute, and is the work of His
right hand, while punishment is His strange work (Isaiah
28 :21). God's mercy is a loadstone to draw sinners to Him,
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and without this all other attributes would be fearful, and God
would be unapproachable.

It is natural that God, as a Father, should show mercy
towards the elect who have been chosen and adopted to make
up His family. Whereas the above expression of mercy is
general: towards all men; appealing to their natural faculties,
this is special wherein God's sovereignty is displayed in that
He will be merciful to whom He will be merciful in the actual
removal of sin's misery from those of His free and gracious
choice (Romans 9 : 10, 18).

2. Mercy is an act of God's own goodness and has no cause
outside of Himself. God's only obligation to display mercy is
in Himself and not in the creature. Although mercy has as its
objects man in misery, yet, man's misery is not the cause of the
mercy: 'When the boughs thereof are withered, they shall be
broken off; the women come, and set them on fire: for it is a
people of no understanding: therefore he that made them will
not have mercy on them, and he that formed them will shew
them no favour' (Isaiah 27 : 11). Man does not merit God's
mercy by his works: 'Not by works of righteousness which we
have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the
washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost'
(Titus 3 : 5). The work and merits of Christ are not the cause
of mercy, but are rather an effect or fruit of mercy: 'Through
the tender mercy of our God; whereby the dayspring (Christ)
from on high hath visited us' (Luke I: 78).

3. God's mercy is infinite, i.e. it is overflowing, without
bottom. God is 'plenteous in mercy' (Psalm 86 : 5); He is 'rich
in mercy' (Ephesians 2 : 4); He has 'a multitude of mercies'
(Psalm 51 : I); His mercies 'are new every morning' (Lamenta
tions 3: 23). There is not, and never will be, any need but that
there is a mercy to meet it. God's mercy can never be drained
out, but is new in store for every saint in every condition.

4. God's mercy is eternal. Mercy is as eternal as God Him
self in being a part of His essence and nature. God could no
more cease being merciful than He could stop being God. 'The
mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting' (Psalm
103 : 17). That His mercy endures for ever is repeated twenty
six times in Psalm 136. What comfort this should give to
sinners who have been awakened to their need of Christ and
are now resting at His feet for mercy. He cannot cast you off
any more than He can cast away His eternal mercy. Cling to
Him in faith, sinner! His mercy endures forever.

5. His mercy is immutable. I mean by this that He cannot
change in His mercy. As His mercy is everlasting, it is un-
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changing. God is not fickle as man who changes from one
object of favour to another, but ever keeps the objects of His
mercy before Him. Ah, dear friend, think not that God will
forsake you in your time of weakness and stumbling. If you
have renounced all hope in your own righteousness, if you are
pleading mercy through Christ, if you are by faith' seeking
God's favour, if you have the witness of His grace in stirring
you to seek Him while He may be found, worry not, for He
will not leave you. 'For I am the Lord, I change not; therefore
ye sons of Jacob are not consumed' (Malachi 3 : 6).

6. God's mercy is common to all Persons of the blessed
Trinity. It is the Father's mercy: 'Blessed be the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to His abun
dant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead' (l Peter 1 : 3). It is
said to be the Son's mercy: 'Keep yourselves in the love of
God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto
eternal life' (Jude 21). It is the mercy of the Holy Spirit: this is
by way of implication in the work of mercy that He does for
us: 'Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we
know not what we should pray for as we ought; but the Spirit
himself maketh intercession for us with groanings which
cannot be uttered' (Romans 8 : 26).

The mercy of God should be of comfort and encouragement
to all. To the saints. Those who have a steadfast hope in Christ
should look upon Him as one clothed in mercy, who has
opened the way of the mercy seat that we might call upon Him
in every need. Ah, how this attribute of God should close our
mouths from murmuring and fretting; how it should drive us
to our knees in every situation to plead His mercy on our
behalf; how it should encourage us to know that He has mercy
enough for our every need. Also, dear saint, continue to look
to His mercy and goodness for preserving grace. Never depend
upon yourself for the least expression of grace in the perform
ance of duties. Lean heavily upon Him. To the awakened. You
have been made, by the Spirit of God, to see your misery and
danger. Fears have gripped your heart, and you have thought
that every moment would find you in hell. Your sins have
marched before you one by one with horrid faces to add to
your misery. You have wondered whether Christ would regard
one such as you. You know that you deserve hell. You know
that there is nothing within you that you can bring before the
Lord that will merit your pardon. Listen, sinner, your very
awakening and conviction is an act of God in mercy. It is
mercy that He did not leave you hardened in your conscience
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against Him. It is His mercy that He gave you a hearing ear,
and rooted you out of your lethargy to seek Him. Don't rest
in your feelings! Go to Him in faith! Take hold upon the cross
of Christ and plead for mercy there! Reason with God that He
broke your heart, and that in His mercy He receives broken
hearts! Oh, realise that He who begins a good work of mercy
will not forsake you, but will finish His work in you. Thank
Him for His mercy in awakening you. 'Yet awakening is not
a thing to rest in, or to desire to have lengthened out month
after month. If I start up in a fright, and find my house on fire,
I do not sit down at the edge of the bed, and say to myself, 'I
hope I am truly awakened! Indeed, I am deeply grateful that
1 am not left to sleep on!' No, I want to escape from
threatened death, and I hasten to the door or to the window,
that I may get out, and not perish where I am. It would be a
questionable boon to be aroused and yet not to escape from
the danger. Remember, awakening is not salvation. A man
may know that he is lost, and yet may never be saved. He
may be made thoughtful, and yet he may die in his sins. If you
find out that you are bankrupt, the consideration of your debts
will not pay them. A man may examine his wounds all the
year around, and they will be none the nearer being healed
because he feels their smart, and notes their number. It is one
trick of the devil to tempt a man to be satisfied with a sense of
sin; and another trick of the same deceiver to insinuate that the
sinner may not be content to trust Christ, unless he can bring
a certain measure of despair to add to the Saviour's finished
work. Our awakenings are not to help the Saviour, but to help
us to the Saviour. To imagine that my feeling of sin is to assist
in the removal of the sin is absurd. It is as though I said that
water could not cleanse my face unless I had looked longer in
the glass, and had counted the smuts upon my forehead.
A sense of need of salvation by grace is a very healthy sign;
but one needs wisdom to use it aright, 'and not make an idol of
it' (Spurgeon-'Around the Wicket Gate'). Sinner, don't rest
until you are resting in Christ. Don't stop short of Him by
thinking your convictions are enough. Let these drive you to
Him who is able to heal. Plead His mercy, and believe Him to
have the mercy to relieve your misery.

'Come, humble souls, with guilt oppressed,
No longer yield to doubt;

Comt: says the Saviour, to my breast,
I will not cast you out.'

To the sinner. You have not yet been awakened to your need
of Christ, you do not see the danger that you are in, and do
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not see that hell is moved toward you. You go from day to day
as though you would live eternally here, and as if there were
no judgment awaiting you. Your thoughts are never about
death and the day of reckoning. You live as though you were
safe and secure for ever. It is a mercy that God has not already
cast you into hell. Though I would not want you to take a
carnal encouragement in the mercy of God to continue in your
way, I would plead with you that the mercy of God should
encourage you to consider that God has spared you from hell
and death for a purpose. As long as there is life there is hope
that you are one of God's elect. Spurn not His mercy, but see
your need of Christ. Plead with God for awakening mercy.
Wait upon the ministry of the Word with the desire that your
danger and misery will be shown to you. Oh, may the long
suffering and mercy of God lead you to repentance! If you
continue in sin you shall know that God's justice is not tem
pered with mercy. God will not be silent forever. The soul
that sins will die. The wages of sin is death. It is Christ or
perish. It is turn or burn. Mercy cannot be found in your
natural birth, works, nor the exercise of your will. The mercy
of God unto eternal life is in Christ alone. Look unto Christ,
for only He can give you a thirsting heart to drink of the living
water. Look upon your sin with horror, for it is this monster
that separates you from the mercy of God! Oh, may some
sinner be awakened today to find rest in Christ!

Oh, how great the difJerence between submitting ourseLves
to a compLex of ruLes and casting ourseLves upon a beating
heart.-TRENCH.

Many continue littLe children and weak in faith because they
do not presently attain a solid acquaintance with The Person
of Christ.-WILLIAM ROMAINE.

There is no question that appears to have been more
solemnly entertained and more deliberately weighed in the
counsels of the upper sanctuary, than how to determine the
footing on which the guilty shall be taken back again into
acceptance with the God Whom they had ofJended. And to
provide a solid footing, Christ had both to serve and to suffer
in our stead.-THOMAS CHALMERS.
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Our Father Which
Art in Heaven

H. P. WOTTON
I. BELONGING.

In human relationships 'belonging' always has in it an ele
ment of reciprocity, however faint or non-existent affection
may be. The father belongs to the son, the son to the father,
and each member of the family to every other.

In social relationships, the element is still there in the
employer and the employee, for however far apart they may
be in some things, the fact of mutual possession is there-as
long as they remain together. At times they may be at cross
purposes to each other; but as employer's employee and em
ployee's employer they are as closely related as the shoe to the
foot, though the former may give the latter an occasional
pinch!

There are many undesirable elements in 'belonging' when it
is away from its true centre and bead. Its true centre is God,
tbe Creator and Possessor of an being; from wbom all 'belong
ing' proceeds and in whom an 'belonging' should rest, for 'all
things were made by Him: and without Him was not any thing
made that was made' (John 1 :3).

Cut off from this centre, there may be an element of love;
but in this situation the tendency is towards idolatry, or to an
element of possessiveness so great that it may cause one to
exercise tyranny over another. It is difficult to prove tbat
human love is without an element of selfishness that must
cause sorrow to some in the relationship, and in some cases
even turn to hatred. But the scene is changed when 'belonging'
is centred in a mutual, vital, spiritual relationship to God. We
are then able to address Him as 'our Father'.

11. BELONGING TO A FATHER.

Many are confident that God is their Father who bave
nothing to do with Him in faith or practice. The truth is that
God is father of such people only in the sense that He is their
Creator, and in this restricted sense He is father of the fallen
angels also, though their fall is of themselves.

Christ said to the Pharisees, 'Ye are of your father the devil,
and the lusts of your father ye will do' (John 8 : 44). This
statement did not apply only to the Pharisees of Christ's day.
It applied to their ancestors also; and it applies to their
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spiritual descendants in every age, as it does to every un
repentant sinner.

We cannot do the works of the devil and be the spiritual
sons of a holy Father. And so, only those who come to the
Father in faith and true repentance through the merits of the
Son, have the right, because of their sonship, to use the words
of the family prayer. And should anyone think that this is an
unwarranted and unscripturallimitation, let him bear in mind
that the Lord's prayer is a part of the Sermon on the Mount,
on which occasion Jesus was speaking exclusively to His
disciples.

We have to be sons and daughters before we can approach
the Father and call Him 'Our Father'. And we can be sons
and daughters only by virtue of a new birth into His spiritual
kingdom. Without this we are 'aliens from the commonwealth
of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise' (Ephe
sians 2 : 12). By a living faith, the product of the new birth, we
receive Christ; and 'as many as received Him, to them gave
He power to become the sons of God, even to them that
believe on His name: which were born, not of blood, nor of
the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God' (John
I : 12, 13).

'Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed
upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore
the world knoweth us not, because it knew Him not' (1 John
3 : 1). What a high, exalted, blessed privilege it is to belong to
such a Father!

Ill. BELONGING TO A FAMILY.

To belong to a family at whose head is a loving, considerate
father; in which family all relationships are in true harmony
and love; in which the strong do not expect too much from
the weak; in which the members carry e.ach other's burdens
and share each other's pleasures; and in which each one seeks
the others' good: to belong to such a family must be a privi
lege indeed, for this is the ideal family. But, like a cluster of
precious stones, it is rare.

Believers belong to a family whose Father is perfect, as are
His only-begotten Son, and the Holy Spirit, the trinity of three
persons in one God. But because of the imperfections of the
children, this family is at present perfect only in part. The part
that is in heaven is perfectly free from sin, but incomplete, and
will continue to be so until the spirits of just men made perfect
are united to their resurrection bodies.

Heaven will doubtless ring with hallelujahs on that great
day, when the one God. Father, Son and Holy Spirit, with the

..
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whole company of the redeemed, will be united together as a
family, in a perfect family gathering so glorious that it will
make all others that have ever been, appear as nothing.

Though believers in this world have in them perfection by
reason of the new birth, they still carry about with them the
old sinful nature, which is a great trouble to them. But they
do bring forth the fruit of the Spirit-love, joy, peace, long
suffering, gentleness, meekness, temperance, holiness; so that
they are, by the grace of God, enabled to let their light so shine
before men that they may see their good works, and glorify
their Father which is in heaven. To belong to such a family is
wonderful beyond thought-'Beloved, now are we the sons of
God' (1 John 3 : 2).

IV. BEWNGING TO A GREAT FAMILY.

People of noble birth are often proud of their ancestry, and
the farther back they go in the records of the family tree, the
better they are pleased, especially if their researoh leads them
to such a renowned figure as, say, William the Conqueror.

But the family of the believer is of far greater antiquity, and
research into its past history reveals names of greater worth
and nobility than any secular family can record. Look back to
Abraham, the father of the faithful, and then forward from
him to Isaac, Jacob, David and Solomon, to mention but a few
names, until we come to the greatest name of all, that of Jesus
Christ, in whom the promise given to Abraham (that his seed
should be as the sand of the seashore for multitude) has been
fulfilled.

But what about the family tree of the Lord Jesus? As far as
His humanity is concerned, it goes back to Adam; but as far
as His Godhead is concerned, He is the Father's only-begotten
Son, an eternal generation beyond our. understanding. On one
occasion Jesus said to some of the Jews, 'Your father Abra
ham rejoiced to see my day: and He saw it, and was glad.
Then said the Jews unto Him, Thou art not yet fifty years old,
and hast thou seen Abraham? Jesus sa.id unto them, Verily,
verily, I say unto you, before Abraham was, I am' (John
8 : 56-58).

The family tree of the Christian is wonderful indeed. It con
tains in its royal line the salt of the earth, and the origin of its
species is in the eternal purpose of the everlasting Father, for
He whom we address in our prayer as 'Our Father' is He who
chose in Christ each member of His family before the founda
tion of the world.
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V. BELONGING TO A FATIIER WHO RESIDES IN HEAVEN

AND IN THE HEART OF THE CONTRITE.

Our Father has many residences other than heaven, for the
earth is the Lord's, and the fulness thereof, the world, and
them that dwell therein; and in Isaiah 66 : 1,2 we read, 'Thus
saith the Lord, The heaven is my throne, and the earth is my
footstool: where is the house that ye build unto Me? and
where is the place of my rest? For all those hath mine hand
made, and all those things hath been, saith the Lord: but to
this man will I look, even to him that is poor and of a contrite
spirit, and trembleth at my word'.

From this we may gather that God's dwelling-place in the
heart of the contrite is more precious to Him than is His royal
throne in heaven, where He is surrounded and served by an
innumerable company of angels, who cease not to ascribe
praise to Him who sits upon the throne, who only has immor
tality, dwelling in that light which no man can approach unto.
What a wonderful Father is He who loves His children more
than heaven itself; and what an incentive it is for us to come
boldly to the throne of grace!

But the place of the Father's residence is no doubt included
in the family prayer to remind us that ours is a heavenly
kingdom, and not of this world. Ours is a heavenly birth, if we
are His; the tendency of which birth leads us away from the
things of time to that of the heavenly kingdom where our
Father lives and reigns, not only over heaven but over the
kingdoms of the world also. So we are exhorted to seek first
the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and then all
present necessities will be added unto us; and by the apostle
Paul we are exhorted to set our affections on things above,
where Christ sits on the right hand of God, and not on things
on the earth.

VI. BELONGING TO A FAMILY WHOSE FATHER IS THE

CREATOR AND UPHOLDER OF THE UNIVERSE.

The noun creation and the verb to create should not appear
in the vocabulary of the atheist, because these expressions pre
suppose the existence of a Creator, which the atheist denies.
Of course, the word creator is used of people who are
designers of one kind or another, but these are not creators in
the true sense of the word.

There is but one Creator, the Lord, the Maker of heaven
and earth; and before He commenced the work of creation
there was nothing and no one but Himself-the great God in
three persons, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. There was no
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heaven, no earth, no sun, no moon, no stars, no angels, no
men, no animals, no creatures, great or small, nothing but the
great God, eternal in existence, infinite in the sufficiency of
His own glorious being, Who needed not to create any thing,
but Who, in the sovereignty of His own will made all things,
and 'for His pleasure they are and were, created' (Revelation
4: 11). Everything as it came from the hand of God was good,
very good. This is He who is the Father of all who believe.

And not only is He the Creator of all being, He is the
Upholder also. God has not wound up the universe like some
massive clock to enable it to continue to tick from the first
day of the creation to the last. He has not gone away on a long
holiday and left the universe to the 'tender mercies' of con
tingency and chance, for even now 'the eyes of the Lord are in
every place, beholding the evil and the good' (Proverbs 15 : 3),
and not a sparrow falls to the ground without our heavenly
Father's knowledge. He upholds 'all things by the word of His
power'. What a wonderful Father! What can He not do? and
what will He not do for those who come to Him in faithful
prayer?

VII. BELONGING TO A FATHER WHO REIGNS AS KING.

A king who rules must have certain qualifications if he is to
rule wisely and well. He must have knowledge to know how
to rule for the good of his people, and to this end he must
have wisdom, for if he makes an unwise use of his knowledge
disaster is bound to follow. He also needs compassion, that he
may not deal too harshly with those whose intentions are good,
but who fail because of ignorance or infirmity. Again, he needs
power to be able to carry out his decrees, and he needs the
means of knowing whether his decrees have been carried out
or not. He needs abilities and virtues too numerous to men
tion, but necessary for successful government.

The believer's Father is a King who has all the qualifications
needed for perfect, righteous and beneficent government. His
knowledge is infinite. There is not a child of His whom He
does not know right down to the thoughts and intentions of
his heart. He knows all the circumstances and all the sufferings
of His children, and so He is able to meet their every need and
turn their sorrow into joy. He also deals wisely with them all.
As our Father King is infinitely rich in justice and compassion,
so is He infinitely rich in all His attributes; and so this Father,
who has not withheld from us His only-begotten Son, but has
freely given Him up for us all, will surely supply all His
children's needs according to His riches in glory.
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Doctrinal Definitions
PAUL TUCKER

PRAYER V.
(2 Samuel 7)

I. PLACES OF PRAYER.

1. 'All places are not alike for prayer although prayer may
be made in all places' (Zwemer). We know that when the Lord
Jesus Christ died upon the Cross the veil of the Temple was
rent in twain from top to bottom and the way into the holiest
of all was made available to all who would believe on the Lord
Jesus Christ. Dr. F. W. Boreham puts it like this: 'When the
veil of the Temple was rent in twain it did not mean that the
Holy of Holies ceased to ·be holy; it meant rather that every
other place had become similarly holy.' Because of the redeem
ing work of the Lord Jesus Christ we can in all places call
upon the Name of the Lord. See John 4 : 21-24. The woman
of Samaria put the questions in their wrong order. The Lord
Jesus is far more concerned about Whom we worship and how
we worship than He is about where we worship. We must
worship in spirit; there must be this real living communication
between the soul and God. We must worship in truth; there
must be genuine sincerity in our approach to God. And then
the Lord Jesus goes on to speak of Whom we pray to, of
Whom we worship. A Spiritual God. A God Who is not
limited to a temple either at Gerizim or at Jerusalem. So this
is quite clearly the charter for prayer in the New Testament.
The place is secondary; it is how we worship and Whom we
worship that matters primarily.

2. In the Bible certain places are associated with prayer in a
very definite and direct way. The patriarchs and prophets all
had their places of prayer. In the wilderness the congregation
assembled at the door of the Tabernacle for prayer and for
the blessing of the High Priest. And later on, the Temple was
the centre of prayer. The Lord Jesus Christ had His place of
prayer. He worshipped in the synagogue on the Sabbath Day
for prayer and for worship, and later on when He went up to
Jerusalem He worshipped in the Temple. Even after His resur
rection and ascension, when the veil of the Temple had been
rent in twain from the top to the bottom, we find the Apostles
observing certain places for prayer. They carried on the wor
ship of the early Church within the framework of the Jewish
Temple. We find that when Paul went down to Philippi, he
met in a place 'where prayer was wont to be made'. All

..
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through the New Testament prayer is related to certain places.
The Lord Jesus Christ speaks of a private place for prayer in
His Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 6 : 6). A public place for
prayer is referred to in the New Testament in Hebrews 10 : 19,
25. So we have got New Testament authority for a private
place for prayer and a public place for prayer and worship.

3. The place of prayer most suitable for the individual or
for a company is related to three things.
(a) Where the individual is concerned the place is related to
solitude, to quietness, where one can get apart with God.
Abraham on a certain occasion in prayer had a great darkness
fall upon him. He was alone; he stood vigil over a sacrifice that
he offered to God, and in that solitude God met with him and
made a covenant with him. Moses at the burning bush entered
into communion with God in that solitary way, no one else
witnessing. So it was with Jacob at Bethel. In Daniel 6, we find
Daniel going into his room, his windows open towards Jeru
salem, and kneeling down in solitude to pray. See also
Matthew 6 : 6. The world is shut out, and we are shut in and
shut up to this task of communion with God. Compare
Matthew 14: 23. There are times when we must pray in a
place of quiet on our own, because this is proof of the reality
of our prayer life. The hypocrite loves to pray publicly and to
be seen of men. The genuine believer goes into his inner cham
ber and closes the door and prays to the Father in secret. 'Thy
Father which seeth in secret sball reward thee openly.'
(b) The place of prayer in Scripture is also connected with
special memories or special promises. Bethe1 had special
memories. Years earlier Abrabam had called upon the Name
of the Lord in that place, and when he was restored to fellow
ship with God he went back to that place of sacred memory
where God had met with him before in a very definite way.
We have the same thought with Jacob.'Genesis 28 : 16. Jacob
was never right with God until he came back to that place of
special memories and abode there. See Genesis 35 : l.
(c) These places for prayer are connected with an undoubted
manifestation of the presence and power of God. We think of
Sinai, where God appeared to Moses as a devouring fire. He
went back six or seven times to that place of an undoubted
manifestation of the Presence of God, till in the end the skin
of his face shone. To many of us a particular church is a bene
diction, it is part of our spiritual life. Now the question I have
to ask you is this-Have you a place at home where you pray?
I believe every Christian should have a place, a sacred spot in
his home where he prays. It may be your bedside, it may be a
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very humble chair, it matters not. I am asking you, have you
a place for prayer?

II. POSTURE IN PRAYER.

1. In the Scripture, posture and place are closely related in
the practice of prayer. Turn to 1 Timothy 2 : 8. 'I will there
fore that men pray everywhere' ('everywhere' is the place)
'lifting up holy hands' (that is the posture). Turn to Daniel
6 : 10, 'He went into his house' (that is the place) 'and ... he
kneeled upon his knees' (that is the posture).

2. Scripture does not specify any particular posture in the
matter of praying. In fact all manner of postures are brought
before us in the Bible. Take our Lord, for example. He stood
at the grave of Lazarus and lifted His eyes up to Heaven.
Incidentally, our Lord never closed His eyes to pray, so far as
we know. We do it in order to shut out other distractions.
Similarly, in His High Priestly prayer in John 17, He stood to
offer it, and again He lifted His eyes up to Heaven and offered
that prayer. So you can pray standing. At the beginning of the
dedication of the Temple Solomon stood. Later on he knelt,
but he began standing and he stretched out his hands towards
heaven. Our Lord not only stood to pray, but there were occa
sions when He knelt to pray. Luke 22 : 41. In Matthew 26: 39
we are told that as the battle against the powers of darkness
became greater in the garden, 'He went a little further and fell
on His face'. So in our Lord's ministry alone we have these
different postures. Elijah prayed, according to 1 Kings 18 : 42,
with his head between his knees, which probably suggests that
his elbows were tightly upon his knees and his head was
buried in his hands. David prayed in a different posture-lying
on his bed. See Psalm 63 : 6. It is quite a biblical thing to do,
to pray upon your bed. Peter prayed walking on the water
(Matthew 14 : 30). The dying thief prayed upon the cross with
his limbs transfixed (Luke 23 : 42). We find that David's pos
ture in 2 Samuel 7 : 18 was one of sitting. As far as I can dis
cover, this is the only reference in the Bible to sitting down to
pray. What really matters is not the position of the body, but
the attitude of the mind and of the soul. At the same time, there
is a decorum about prayer. Let us come before God with due
reverence and godly fear. Our God is a consuming fire; it is a
fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. We can
draw near with boldness, but let us remember we are
approaching unto the Holiest.

3. There are surprising references in the Bible to the hands
in prayer. We are told to come before Him with clean hands.
All this has to do with our outward conduct, our outward
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behaviour, and there is this definite reference to the lifting up
of holy hands in prayer (1 Timothy 2 :8). He is not being
figurative there, he is being literal. There is an intensity about
it, there is a concentration about it, there is an earnestness.
The man who prays with his hands above his head is a man
who means business with God.

Ill. THE PERIOD OF PRAYER.

1. When ought we to pray? 'Men ought always to pray and
not to faint.' 'Pray without ceasing.' Yes, perfectly true. We
are to live constantly in communion with the Lord. Unceasing
fellowship with Him by His grace. At the same time there are
stated seasons for prayer that are brought before us ill Scrip
ture. Periods that we set aside to wait upon God. Daniel
prayed three times every day (Daniel 6 : 10). He set aside time
every day for prayer. See also Psalm 55 : 17 (but see Psalm
119 : 164). There does seem to be in the Old Testament this
emphasis upon at least three times in the day for stated prayer.
When we come to the New Testament there are no set times as
such. We have guidance from our Lord Jesus Christ, who
prayed early in the morning, and sometimes late in the
evening. The Apostles prayed during the day. Paul tells the
Colossians and the Thessalonians to go on praying and not to
give it up.

2. One thing is brought out quite plainly, that we have got
to take time to pray. Prayer really does take time. You cannot
hurry it. Martin Luther, a very busy man, said, 'I have so
much work to do today 1 cannot possibly get through it with·
out three hours' prayer'. We would say, of course, 'I have so
much work to do today that 1 cannot possibly spare three
hours to pray, it is impossible', He put it the other way round.
We have got to take time.
(a) We need time before we pray. We should not rush into the
presence of God. 'The Lord is in His Holy Temple: let all the
earth keep silence before Him' (Habakkuk 2: 20). We come
into the presence of God and even before we begin to pray
we should recollect who God is and what He is, in all His
glory, majesty and holiness.
(b) We need time in our praying. Time to recognise our own
need even while we are praying and the needs of others for
whom we are praying.
(c) We need time after our praying. Time to claim God's
promises and to thank Him for His offer~d grace.

3. Scripture tells us that there are special occasions when
we ought to pray.
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(a) Our Lord lesus Christ prayed on special occasions. At His
baptism and at the calling of His disciples He spent the whole
night previously in prayer. At the transfiguration He was
praying~ There are special occasions when we must pray.
(b) The Lord lesus Christ prayed after much success. Luke
5 : 15. It is a way of keeping humble. We cannot afford to take
things for granted. We must keep this channel open between
God and ourselves for the renewal of His grace, the baptism
of His love and His humility.
(c) We are to pray in times of special trouble. See Psalm
34 : 4; 50 : 15.
(d) We are to pray at meals. You remember how the Lord
Jesus Christ always offered a blessing before He distributed
the food. See also Acts 27 :35.

This is what prayer can do: (a) Revivals have begun in
prayer (Acts 2 : 1). (b) lives have been changed by prayer.
Prayer changes people. God uses people to change things.
Prayer is primarily directed at personality. (c)Distances have
been annihilated by prayer. (d) Miracles can be wrought by
prayer. Prison doors were open, you remember. I suppose we
all accept it intellectually, but would to God that we could
experience it more deeply, enter into it more realistically and
see God moving.

IV. POWER THROUGH PRAYER.

See Genesis 32 : 26-28. It is a great thing to have power for
God, to be able to preach and expound so that people are
wrought upon by the Holy Spirit. It is an even greater thing
to have power with God, as Moses, when God literally said to
him, 'Let Me alone'. Exodus 32: 10. See also Isaiah 40: 31.
The power that prayer brings is twofold-a subjective power;
working within me; an objective power; operating apart from
me, upon other persons and events. The man who prays is
a self-disciplined man. The man who gets down on his knees
and gets alone with God strengthens the sinews of his soul and
hardens the muscles of his spiritual life.

Who can set forth the riches of His death and the unfathom
able abyss of His sufjerings? The inexpressible evil of sin
appears here more clearly than if we saw all the misery of the
damned.-HowELL HARRIS.

His humiliation expiates our pride; His perfect love atones
for our ingratitude; His exquisite tenderness pleads for our
insensibility.-JOHN NEWTON.
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FROM THE BANNER OF TRUTH
The Banner has exercised a powerful ministry over these

past years, but the last few months have been particularly
rich-which is all the more remarkable considering the
present economic pressures in publishing. We noted in our last
issue THE WORKS OF JONATIlAN EDWARDS, Vol. 1
(691 pp, £4.50). This really is a massive publication from
every standpoint. The small print, which may be somewhat
forbidding to some, means that there is even more material
than the number of pages suggests.

The memoirs comprise extracts from his diary and papers
first published by Dwight in America in 1830. Fittingly, he
appended the sermon preached when Edwards left his congre
gation after their rejection of his attempts to impose church
discipline.

The volume includes works already re-published-the
treatise on the Religious Affections with its searching analysis
of the grounds of assurance, and also the memorable series on
the revivals in New England. In addition, there is his extended
treatment of the freedom of the will and his series of sermons
on the history of redemption. Altogether a work on a grand
scale.

Turning from America to two great English Puritans, there
is the biography of the Henrys-father and son: THE LIVES
OF PIllLIP AND MATTHEW HENRY (890 pp, £2.95). To
most Christians Matthew Henry has been a household word,
and his commentary has enriched the study of the Scriptures
for many for two and a half centuries. Not nearly so well
known is his biography of his father, and it is probably for
that reason, as well as because of the fame of Matthew Henry
as a commentator, which have rather eclipsed the memory of
his father. It is good that the Banner has rescued for Chris
tians today the memory of Philip Henry, one of the ejected
Puritans of 1662, whose great characteristic was his con
sistent godliness. In addition it lets us see Matthew, his son,
the man behind the commentaries! One small point came
home to me forcibly-Matthew Henry was only fifty-one
when he died, and yet what an enormous contribution he had
made!

If there is one postscript to be given to this volume it is a
note of surprise, that a book of nearly nine hundred pages
should still cost under £3.00.
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Most readers will be familiar with the series of New Testa
ment commentaries by William Hendriksen, the man who
probably first became known to British readers with his book
on the Apocalypse, 'More than Conquerors'. Now another
major addition has been published. It is THE GOSPEL OF
MAlTHEW: William Hendriksen (1,015 pp, £3.50).

Hendriksen's commentaries spring from his own profound
reverence for the Scripture. He is very much the servant of
the Word, endeavouring to elucidate its meaning. Nor is he
concerned simply with discovering the correct interpretation,
he is intent to apply it to the lives of his readers.

He does not shirk the difficult problems-how often one has
been frustrated by commentators who enlarge On the obvious
and skim over the obscure areas! Two examples of this are
his careful treatment of Matthew's use of Isaiah 7: 14-16,
and his discussion of the famous Petrine passage in Matthew
16. Even if you do not follow him in al1 the details of his
conclusions, you will discover that he presents fairly the
various approaches, and then argues his own case in such a
way that you will be compelled either to agree or to muster
your own stronger counter-arguments!

In contrast with some of these rather massive tomes is a
slim paperback, THE STILL HOUR: Austin Phelps (91 pp,
40p). But it is far from being slight, for it is a most valuable
treatment of prayer. Its sub-title is 'Communion with God'
and it ranges widely, exposing our failures, opening up new
horizons, turning us to the ministry of the Holy Spirit in our
prayer life, and reminding us of the centrality of Christ the
mediator. There are some books which are read and then
placed on the shelf. There are others where the reaction is-I
must read this again! This is such a book. After an initial
reading it might well be profitable to take it a chapter at a
time in our own personal 'still hour'.

Another slim but substantial book is A BOOK OF COM
FORT FOR THOSE IN SICKNESS: P. B. Power (100 pp,
40p). The author's starting point is that God is the God of
comfort. This leads him to expound the implications of God's
gracious providence as the answer to the varied temptations
which confront the sick Christian. He does not gloss over the
temptations, nor does he answer by pointing only to compen
sations; he shows how the temptations themselves may be
turned to profit. This is a book which is easy to read and is
well supplied with telling illustrations-the usefulness of bones
from a rubbish tip which furnish al1 kinds of useful by-
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products is well applied to the believer who because of illness
feels he is useless as far as God's service is concerned. Alto
gether a good blend of sympathy, sturdy common sense, lively
illustration and, above all, biblical teaching.

Finally, there is a new edition of an old classic, MEN OF
THE COVENANT: Alexander Smellie (608 pp, £2.75). It is
the story of the men and women of the covenanting period in
Scotland who set the crown rights of Christ far above any
consideration of personal comfort or security and who were
ready to support their convictions with their lives.

Turning to new publications from THE EVANGELICAL
PRESS, lovers of Spurgeon will be delighted to have THE
GREATEST FIGHT IN THE WORLD (79 pp, 35p). The
book contains the substance of the last Pastors' College con
ference which he addressed, in 1891. It is Spurgeon at his best,
summoning the Church militant to the battle against the devil
and all his hosts, and at the same time reminding us of God's
gracious provision for the Christian soldier, the gift of the
Holy Spirit. Spurgeon loved the Gospel and was passionately
committed to Christ, so his call to action comes to us with all
the fervour which so characterised his ministry.

Louis Berkhof is well known because of his Systematic
Theology which has held a prominent place for years on the
shelves of students and ministers. Here is his discussion of
the principles which should govern the expositor, PRINCI
PLES OF BIBLICAL INTERPRETAnON (169 pp, £1.10).
We are sadly familiar with some of the extraordinary con
clusions which men have claimed to draw from the Bible.
How important it is, therefore, to begin our study with correct
principles of interpretation.

The author gives a useful outline of various approaches to
Scripture both among the Jews and during Christian history.
He himself clearly endorses the Reformers' conviction, 'The
Church does not determine what the Scriptures teach, but the
Scriptures determine what the Church ought to teach'. He
cites Calvin's contention that the allegorical method is a con
trivance of Satan to obscure the sense of Scripture.

The basic starting point is that the Bible is quite unique
this leads to a treatment of the inspiration of Scripture. From
this he turns to his three basic principles of interpretation
grammatical, historical and theological. You must begin with
the precise meaning and usage of the words. You must set the
author and his book in their historical context. You must set
all within the framework of the doctrine of God. This is a
very useful book. H.M.C.
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BIBLE PROPHECIES: S. F. Paul. Gospel Standard Baptist
Trust Ltd (147pp, £1.00).

This book is made up of chapters originally written for
'The Friendly Companion' and is an addition to the series on
various Bible themes produced by the Gospel Standard
Baptists.

Since the subject here is prophecy it would be too much to
expect everyone to agree with everything that the author has
to say. Nevertheless, even those who may not feel able to
subscribe to everything in the book will find much of interest,
particularly from an historical point of view, and the author's
unobtrusive style will certainly commend itself to many.

A couple of illustrative photographs are included and the
book is nicely produced. The price includes postage and, as
with all Gospel Standard publications, this book may be
obtained from Mr. O. G. Pearce, 15a Park Avenue, Harpen-
den, Herts., AL5 2DZ. ROBERT RODGERS.

HISTORY OF THE FREE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
OF SCOTLAND 1893-1970. Publications Committee of
The Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland (427pp, £2.00).

This is a fairly substantial volume which gives in some
detail the history of The Free Presbyterian Church of Scot
land since it seceded from the Free Church of Scotland in
1893 until the year 1970.

The book falls into two parts, each the work of a commit
tee. The first committee completed its work in 1933 and the
second in 1973.

Since the Church History of Scotland is chequered with
many secessions of one kind or another, the publication of
this book meets a very real need in explaining the reasons for
the formation of this denomination. In the Preface we read,
'The History tells how the Free Presbyterian Omrch came
into existence, and shows also how the Scriptural principles
it holds so dear have been applied again and again in the new
si tuations confronting it'.

Not the least interesting section contains photographs of
ministers, elders and theological students who have served
the denomination over the years. These include some very
well-known theologians who have enriched the Churches with
their writings and to whom we are all greatly indebted for
their fidelity to the Word of God.

This is obviously the standard and authoritative work on
the Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland and will be indis
pensable to all who are interested in Scottish Church History.

R.R.

concluded on page 143
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'ROCK OF AGES
1775-1975

H. P. WOTTON

Two hundred years ago this famous hymn was published in
the Gospel Magazine, under the title of 'A living and dying
prayer for the holiest believer in the world'. It was written by
Augustus Montague Toplady and remains to this day a favour
ite hymn among the people of God.

Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee!
Let the water and the blood,
From Thy riven side which flowed.
Be of sin the double cur.e.
Cleanse me from its guilt and power.

That this hymn was written in a spirit of prayer who can
doubt when its four verses breathe the cry of one ascending
to God on the broken wing of a contrite heart? 'Deep calleth
unto deep at the noise of Thy water-spouts' (Psalm 42 : 7). It
is the cry of one who in himself had no hiding-place.

Even Moses. the man to whom God revealed Himself in an
extraordinary way, had no place to hide other than that of
God's provision. On one occasion Moses implored the Lord to
show him His glory but God said, 'Thou canst not see my
face: for there shall no man see Me. and live. And the Lord
said, Behold, there is a place by Me, and thou shalt stand
upon a rock: And it shall come to pass, while my glory
passeth by, that I will put thee in a clift of the rock, and will
cover thee with my hand while I pass by' (Exodus 33 : 20-22).

Perhaps Toplady had this passage of Scripture in mind
when he sheltered from the storm in the cleft of the rock at
Burrington Combe. But though the prominent thought for his
own spiritual and physical safety was that of a cleft rock, the
Rock in which he desired to hide was infinitely more personal
than that in which Moses hid when the Lord passed by.
Toplady's hiding-place was the Lord Himself, for he knew that
God had provided in his crucified Saviour a hiding-place from
sin and wrath; and so he wrote, 'Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Jet me hide myself in Thee'. What a wonderful hiding-place
Christ is, for in Him is no sin. and hiding in Him we are
among those unto whom the Lord wil1 not impute iniquity. He
does not charge it to our account, even though we need to be
cleansed from its guilt and power,
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The hymn-writer knew from previous experience the double
cure-the blood to cleanse from guilt and the living water
from the power of sin. He therefore prayed earnestly for a
further application of both.

Not the labours of my hands
Can fulfil Thy law's demands;
Could my zeal no respite know.
Could my tears for ever flow.
All for sin could not atone;
Thou must save, and Thou alone!

Toplady may still have had Moses in mind when he
wrote the second verse of this prayer-hymn, for after the event
already referred to, 'the Lord said unto Moses, Hew thee two
tables of stone like unto the first: and I wilI write upon these
tables the words that were in the tables, which thou brakest.
And be ready in the morning. and come up in the morning unto
mount Sinai, and present thyself there to Me in the top of the
mount' (Exodus 34: I, 2).

Moses was obedient to the command, but this great man
doubtless had to learn that his hewing of stones-the labour of
his hands-could not fulfil God's law's demands. The people
he represented had already broken God's law even when He
was giving it to Moses in the first instance and the fact that
Moses in anger dashed in pieces the two tables of stone when
at the foot of the mount he saw the people worshipping the
golden calf, indicated that even he could not fulfil the spiritual
requirements of the holy law he was bringing from God to the
people.

The reason why none of us can fulfil God's law by the
labour of our hands, or by anything else we do, is that our
fallen hearts are not able to supply the motive that would
make the acts acceptable. We are not able to love God with all
our hearts, with alI our minds. with all our strength. or our
neighbours as ourselves.

The great evil of sin is seen in the fact that one act of tran 
gression was sufficient to bring about the downfall of the
human race. How then can any man think himself able to
atone for anyone of his multitude of sins when it is so potent
and powerful?

But Augustus Toplady was made wise unto salvation. He
knew that no works of his, no zeal, no tears, could atone for
his sin, for this is the work of the Rock of Ages.

We thank God for Moses, for the law he was given is 'our
schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ' (Galatians 3 : 24), but
his tables of stone are insufficient to bring us to heaven, for

-

...
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'the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by
Jesus Christ' (John 1 : 17).

Nothing in my hands I bring,
Simply to Thy cross I cling,
Naked, come to Thee for dress,
Helpless, look to Thee for grace;
Foul, I to the fountain fly,
Wash me, Saviour, or I die!

It adds to the value of this hymn that Moses is in it as well
as Christ, for it is doubtful whether any come to Christ without
some teaching from the schoolmaster, and maybe God was
teaching Moses that even he had nothing acceptable in himself
to offer to God. Though Moses took up to Sinai the two tables
of stone he had hewn at the foot of the mount, they contained
no message of Moses to God. The tablets must be blank until
the Word of God was written upon them. Man really has
nothing to offer God, for the blank tablets Moses took up to
the mount were God's already.

Whether from this passage of scripture or not, Moses had
been teaching the hymn-writer from the book of the law that
he had nothing to offer God for his acceptance. All he could
do, and this by God's enabling, was to cling to the cross, trust
ing in the finished work of Christ for his salvation.

Naked, he came to Christ for dress. How strange that he
should come for dress to One who was nailed naked to the
cross! But He became naked that He might cover our naked
ness with His robe of perfect righteousness-His perfect
obedience to the whole law of God, which He kept for His
people, who could not keep it themselves, which included His
obedience 'unto death, even the death of the cross' (Philip
pians 2 : 8).

'Helpless, look to Him for grace.' Toplady, in this line, is
still clinging to the cross. Strange that he should cling to One
who deliberately allowed men to render Him helpless by
nailing His hands and feet to the cross. That He need not
have done so, we know, for He said, 'Thinkest thou that I
cannot now pray to my Father, and He shall presently give Me
more than twelve legions of angels?' (Matthew 26: 53). He
was there, however, not for Himself, but for His people. He
became voluntarily helpless that He might help the helpless
and free them from their sins.

'Foul, I to the fountain fly.' What, come to a fountain
opened by One who 'became sin'? Yes, indeed, but only
because 'He hath made Him to be sin for us, Who knew no
sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him'
(2 Corinthians 5 : 21). 'Blessed permutation!' exclaimed one,



142 The Gospel Magazine

and indeed it is, when He has taken our sin and bestowed
upon us His righteousness instead.

'Wash me, Saviour, or I die.' Only those who have come to
hate their sin know what it is to utter this cry, for it is the cry
not only of the publican but of one whose new nature has
become so sensitive that it loathes everything it sees of the old
nature that remains. No wonder, then, that Toplady gave to
this hymn the title of 'A living and dying prayer for the holie t

believer in the world'.

While I draw this fleeting breath,
When my eyes shall close in death,
When I soar to worlds unknown,
See Thee on Thy judgment throne;
Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee.

Whatever his age, let none think that his breath is not fleet
ing; for, though we now compare, say, a day with a year, the
time will come when we must compare time with eternity.

'If,' says WilIiam Law, in his Serious Call, 'you would know
what five years signify to a being that was to live a hundred,
you must compare five to a hundred, and see what proportion
it bears to it; and then you will judge right. So if you would
know what twenty years signify to a son of Adam, you must
compare it not to a million of ages, but to an eternal duration,
to which no number of millions bears any proportion; and
then you will judge right, by finding it nothing.'

In this verse there are four occasions in which Toplady
prays that he may hide himself in the Rock of Ages. And they
are all important.

.While I draw this fleeting breath' signifies the whole of his
life-time in this world. In whatever condition he was in, he
would ·be found with a living faith, hiding in the Rock of Ages.
not having his own righteousness, but the righteousness which
is by faith in Jesus Christ. It was most important for his own
personal comfort that he should be found in the same attitude
when his eyes closed in death.

. Most people have a natural fear of the unknown. but the
worlds unknown to which we soar when we depart from this
life should not fill us with too much anxiety when we remem
ber that we are the happy recipients of covenant mercies in
Christ, and that we are united to Him in bonds that cannot be
broken. In ~hrist we have no more reason to fear the worlds
unknown than He had to fear the known worlds when He
returned from earth to heaven.

'.
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But what of the judgment throne? Well, if the judge is Jesus
Christ, and we are in Him, what have we to fear? The apostle
says in Romans 2 : 16 that 'God shall judge the secrets of men
by Jesus Christ according to my gospel'. If Christ has taken
the sins of His people and suffered for all their sins of commis
sion and omission, which He must have done if we are to be
saved, what can be left to condemn us? Therefore the apostle
asks, 'Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect?
It is God that justifieth' (Romans 8 : 33). In Christ-I would
say with the greatest reverence-the elect are as free from the
guilt of sin as He is Himself. Who, then, would not hide in
Him!

REV. W. OODGSON SYKES

The Rev. W. Dodgson Sykes, Editor of The Gospel Maga
zine from 1950-1963, passed away on February 24. He was 86
and had been ill for some time. Mr. Sykes succeeded the late
Rev. Thomas Houghton, and on his own resignation the
present Editor was appointed.

In the next issue of The Gospel Magazine we hope to make
more extended reference to Mr. Sykes' life and ministry. The
Trustees wish to express their sympathy at this time with Mrs.
Dodgson Sykes and her family.

HOW MAY WE LOVE HIM MORE?

(Song of Solomon 5 : 9, 16)
Spend much time alone in contemplating what He has done

for you; and what He is, as the 'Chiefest among ten thousand'
and the 'altogether lovely'. Stir the inn-er fire by means of
memory; and let hope pile on it the fuel at promise till it
hegins to blaze. Cultivate the habit of speaking aloud to Him,
in an empty chamber, or a lonely walk, until He be interlaced
in the tiniest episodes of existence.-F. B. MEYER.

BOOK REVIEWS-continued from page 138

JOHN CHARLES RYLE-AN AUTOBIOGRAPHY (ed.
P. Toon). Copies may be obtained at £1.50 plus 25p for post
age from Rev. P. Toon, Latimer House, 131 Banbury Road.
Oxford, OX2 7AJ.
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THE TEACHER

The two disciples on the road to Emmaus had a most
profitable journey. Their Companion and Teacher was the best
of tutors; the Interpreter, in whom are Hid all the treasures of
wisdom and knowledge. The Lord Jesus condescended to
become a Preacher of the Gospel, and He was not ashamed to
exercise His calling before an audience of two persons.

Neither does He now refuse to become the Teacher of even
one. Let us covet the company of so excellent an Instructor;
for till He is made uJUo us wisdom, we shall never be wise
unto salvation.

This unrivalled Tutor used as His class book the best of
books. Although able to reveal fresh truth, He preferred to
expound the old. He knew by His omniscience what was the
most instructive way of teaching. By turning at once to Moses
and the prophets, He showed us that the surest road to wisdom
is not speculation, reasoning or reading human books, but
meditation upon the Word of God. The readiest way to be
spiritually rich in heavenly knowledge is to dig in this mine of
diamonds, to gather pearls from the heavenly sea. When Jesus
Himself sought to enrich others, He wrought in the quarry of
Holy Scripture.

ABIDE IN PEACE
Accustom yourself to unreasonableness and injustice. Abide

in peace in the presence of God, who sees all these evils more
clearly than you do, and who permits them. Be content with
doing with calmness the little which depends upon yourself,
and let all else be to you as if it were not.-FENEWN.

Faith as an act yields not perfect peace but only carries us
to Him Who is our perfect rest and pe~e.-OLIvER CROM
WELL.

Faith is begun in the head, but not perfected till it comes
into the heart.-ROGERS OF DEDHAM.

Cassettes, at £1.25 each, with recordings of sermons by
H. M. Carson, are available from Mrs. W. Wallace, 10 Grand
mere Park, Bangor, Co. Down. Among others, a series on
Romans 8 is available. We should like to send tapes free to
missionaries and others who may not be able to meet the cost
from their own resources, and gifts to enable us to do this will
be deeply appreciated. Such gifts may be sent to the editor.




