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The Gospel Magozine

Editorial
"Without Me ye can do nothing" John I5:5"I can do all things through Christ" phil. 4:13

Here we have two complementary truths, two sides of the coin: the
truth stated first negatively and then positively.

Our first text is from the parable of the Vine and the Branches.
spoken by the Lord Jesus Christ. The union between Christ and His
people is just as close, just as real, as that between the vine and the
branches. In themselves, Christians have no life, strength or power. All
they possess comes from Christ. They are what they are, and do what
they do, because they draw from Christ a continual supply of grace and
help.

Here is a comfortable thought; we are not left to ourselves and our
own strength. There is a wonderful fulness in Christ, more than
sufficient for all His people. Much of the New Testament is devoted to
the subject of our union with Him; we are to live a life of close
fellowship. This was the secret of the Apostle paul's life and
ministry-he declared "our sufficiency is of God,'.

Our second text is from the pen of Paul, a man who had known the
whole scale of human experiences. In the previous verse he has spoken
of knowing how to be abased and how to abound. He could bear
prosperity without pride and adversity without a murmur. How varied
were his trials-"in labours more abundant, in stripes above measure,'
runs part of the catalogue of what befell him. Further, he had a ,,thorn
in the flesh"; the thorn was not removed, but its presence was
sanctified. He was enabled to turn trials into triumphs, and proved that
God's grace was indeed sufficient for him. Self-sufficiency is
insufficiency; Christ's sufficiency is all-sufficiency.
' Here, then, is the secret of the transfiguration of trouble. ,,They that
wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength". Strength comes from
communion with Christ. Let us acknowledge afresh our dependence
upon divine grace, and so prove His enabling grace.
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Possessions And Povertv
tuIark I0:17

S. MALCOLM JONES

When you link 'Possessions and Poverty' together people begin to
wonder what you have in mind. They understand you if you describe
someone as having possessions. They can also follow your thinking if
you speak of someone being poor. But it is sometimes more difficult to
follow if you say a man has possessions and yet he is poor. Is it possible
to have money and things in general and still be poor? Of course; let me
give you examples of what I mean. Think of a family whose father is a
millionaire. In this family there is a girl suffering from a terminal
disease. The doctor finally breaks the news to the parents. Heart broken
they ask, 'Is there not anyone who can help? Never mind the cost.
Money is no problem.' 'No', says the doctor, 'your child is incurable.'
Here is a man so rich yet in these circumstances so poor. The 'Rich

Fool' in Luke 12 is another example. He had an abundance of this
world's goods and lived as if he were the master of his o* n destiny. God
said to him 'fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then
whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided?' Luke l2:20. In
the next verses Jesus says, 'so is he that lays up treasure for himself, and
is not rich toward God.' So you can be rich and poor at one and the
same time.

Now the rich young ruler was like this, it seems to me. He had so
much and yet he was a poor soul. His conversation with Jesus is very
instructive. We can learn a lot from what we read here. First of all. look
at the mans life. Surely providence had smiled favourably upon him,
for he had possessions and position, he was a rich ruler....Also he was
young. Now a combination of these things meant that he had the world
at his feet. What more could he ask for? In days of recession and
unemployment he could easily be the envy of millions. The world is full
of people who would l ike a l itt le of what he had in abundance. If
anyone should be satisfied with his lot it should be this man. To be fair
to him we must also say that he was a man of moral standing. He had a
religious interest and background. In a confused age like ours he would
be considered by many as a christian. Not a few places of worship
would be glad to have him. He had a lot to offer. Yet in fact he was not
a christian. Religious but not a christian; as you listen tonight you might
be wondering what right I have to say that about this man. What you
want to know is who gave me authority to judge him. I am basing my
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judgement-upon the man's own admission in verse 17. He said. ,what
shall I do that I may inherit eternal life?' His enquiry shows that he
knew that he did not possess eternal life. So he was not a christian. He
was religious, devout, but not a christian. It is possible to be all these
things and not be a christian. This is what made him a poor soul with all
his possessions.

We can learn a lot about Jesus from this story too. About his person
and about the way in which he deals with needy souls. This ruler called
Jesus, 'Good Master' and the reply he received was ,Why callest thou
me good, there is none good save one, that is God? v 18. What Jesus
meant was, if he is good, it is because He is God.

This man did not know that he was face to face with God come in the
flesh. This was God speaking to him. In the same way when we are
considering the message of scripture we are confronted by the very
words of God. In answer to his enquiry about eternal life, Jesus
reminded him about the sixth, seventh, eight, ninth and fifth
commandments. When the man said he had kept all these, then Jesus
plunged the teaching of the tenth commandment into the heart. ,thou
shalt not covet.' His 'great possessions' was his idol.

He would not let them go, not even for Jesus, v 22. What is your idol
tonight? What do you covet above everything? your home?; your car?;
your children; ambition?; Jesus said to him, '....come take up the cross
and follow me.' The cross is the place where Jesus purchased our
salvation. It is also spoken of as the basis of christian discipleship.
Union with Christ in his death and resurrection is the nature of true
christian experience. In Galatians 2:20 the apostle defined christian
experience for us'....I am crucified with Christ, nevertheless, I l ive, yet
not I, but Christ liveth in me....' When this ruler heard this. he went
away sad and grieved. He thought Jesus wanted to take from him, when
in actual fact he wanted to give to him. For in v.29 and 30 we read,'....no man has left house, or brethren, or sisters, or father or mother.
or wife or children, or lands, for my sake, and the gospel's, but he shall
receive an hundred-fold now in this time, houses and brethren and
sisters and mothers, and children and lands, with persecutions; and in
the world to come eternal life.' This man went away and Jesus let him,
for he will not lower his standards for anyone. As far as we know he
went away to a lost eternity.

The disciples were shocked by the way Jesus dealt with this man, and
they asked him 'who then can be saved?' v26. The implication was, if
you require this high standard of all who would follow you, you are not
going to have many followers. His answer to them in v 2t should be
written in letters of gold, 'with man it is impossible, but not with God:
for with God all things are possible.' He was reminding them that a real
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work is of God and not man. If it is not a work of God it will not stand
the test of time, nor the day of judgement. If you want to see a real
work of Grace and souls wonderfully saved by Christ, then keep
praying,and remember God is able. If you are not a Christian listen to
the words of Jesus again. '...come take up the cross and follow me.'
Come to him, believe upon him and know him as Saviour, shepherd and
friend.

Who Can Tell
H. SALKELD

(Jonah 3 v 9)

These words, so full of urgency and repentance before God, fell from
the lips of the King of Nineveh, as Jonah the Lord's prophet, proceeded
through the streets of Nineveh that wicked city and blew the solemn
trumpet call to all the citizens:-

"Yet forty days and Nineveh shall be overthrown."
The effect upon both King and the people was indeed striking and in

verse l0 we read:- "And God saw their works that they turned from
their evil way; and God repented of the evil that He had said that He
would do unto them: and He did it not."

How deep and sincere was this show of repentance on the part of the
Ninevites we cannot say, but at least it was sufficient to avert the
threatened judgements of God at the time, although as we know, much
later, possibly about 100 years, when the people of Nineveh had turned
back to even greater wickedness than ever before, final destruction
came upon them and upon the whole of the Great Assyrian Empire.

However, among the things which still remain from amidst the ruins
of past ages and of this period in particular, is in the earnest cry of the
troubled King of Nineveh, which in its poignancy, yet breathes out a
measure of hope:-

. .WHO CAN TELL' '
Ever since those words were first uttered they have been echoed and

re-echoed down through the centuries and have found a vital place in
the cries, prayers and supplications of God's dear people in their times
of trouble and dire need.

But first, let us consider one or two cases recorded in the Scriptures
which are closely parallel to that given in the book of Jonah. We read in
the second book of the Kings, chapter 6, during the l ife of Elisha the
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prophet that a large Syrian army under Ben-ha-dad the king, besieged
Samaria, and it was a time of great famine, with the conseqient severe
privations.

In the succeeding chapter we read of four leprous men, at the
entering in of the gate; who said one to another:- "why sit we here until
we die?" They reasoned together thus, if we enter the citv. then the
famine is in the city, and we shall die there and if we sit here we die also.
Now therefore come, and let us fall unto the host of the Syrians, if they
save us alive we shall live and if they kill us, we shall but die. And they
rose up in the twilight, to go unto the camp of the Syrians.',

Having come to this quite desperate decision among themselves and
in-their already deplorable condition as lepers, it was as though, while
advancing toward the Syrian encampment, they were saying if not
audibly, yet secretly:- "Who can tell"?

The miraculous outcome to this venture certainly dissipated their
every fear and wonderfully exceeded all they could have hoped for.
what a gracious encouragement this surely is to troubled sinners. to
venture on the Lord, with "Who can tell?"

Then again in the book of Esther, we read there of the terrible plight
of the Jewish captives who were under the threat of destruction ttriougtl
the intrigues of Haman, one of the King's favourites. Esther, who was
at that time the Queen (and although a Jewess, she evidently had
considerable influence at court,) was urged by Mordecai, her close
relative, to appeal to the King on behalf of the Jewish community.

Esther protested to Mordecai as to extreme danger in which she
would place herself, if she ventured to approach the King on this
subject, but Mordecai gave her a most solemn yet memorable inswer, at
the close of which he said:- "And who knoweth whether thou art come
to the Kingdom for such a time as this?" In other words ,,Who can
tell"? and so with many prayers and much trembling she said:- ,,So will
I go in unto the King which is not according to the law, and if I perish, I
perish".

The sacred record tells us how she did venture upon this seemingly
perilous path and how King Ahasuerus, instead of consigning her to
death, held out to her the golden sceptre and so she drew near and
touched the top of the sceptre.

Thus Esther was accepted and her petition granted and thousands of
Jewish lives were spared and preserved in consequence.

There may well be a voice in all this to those who truly fear God, and
who tremble at His word, and are ready to say:- ,,If I ask Him to
receive me, will He say me nay?" and to receive His own gracious
assurancet- "Not till earth and not till Heaven pass away".

One more instance could be noted, which has a distinct bearing upon
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the matter before us and it is recorded in the Acts of the Apostles, chap.
12, where we read that Herod the King began to persecute the followers
of Jesus Christ. Having slain James the brother of John with the sword,
he proceeded against Peter and had him imprisoned and placed in
chains with armed soldiers to guard him. It seemed to all human
appearance, that Peter's days were numbered and that nothing could
save him from death.

Set over against all the fears and apparent impossibilities which beset
them, we read that, "Nevertheless prayer was made continually by the
Church unto God for him".

These constant prayers of the Lord's people on Peter's behalf were
surely wrestling prayers-the prayers of God given faith and, as one has
said:- "Faith laughs at impossibilities and says it shall be done".
When the prayer of faith is given to sinners and is accompanied by a
"Who can tell" then surely it becomes prevalent prayer, as witness the
wonderful outcome in Peter's case, We read that an Angel of God
appeared in the very prison cell where Peter was held. The soldiers
guarding him became as dead men, and Peter's fetters loosened and fell
off. The Angel called on him to follow, and as they moved towards the
prison door, it opened of its own accord, as did the outergate and Peter
found himself a free man and led of God he made his way to where the
disciples were assembled and no doubt still in prayer.

Peter's appearance amongst them was not only cause for great
astonishment, but also much rejoicing, for here was a wonderful answer
to their prayers. And, indeed, why should they have been astonished at
the fulfilment of Gods gracious promise:- "Call upon Me in the day of
trouble, I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify Me".

In this case, as well as in those already noticed, it would appear that,
"Who can tell" was through each, l ike a golden thread.

In the course of l i fe's journey through the wilderness of this world the
people of God are brought, by Grace, to taste the gall and bitterness of
indwelling sin and thus are pressed to "flee for refuge that they may lay
hold on the hope set before them in the Gospel".

They also experience, (and some in no small measure) the trials and
tribulations which are part and parcel of a believer's path to the
Heavenly Canaan-The New Jerusalem.

When faith and hope are at a low ebb and we feel ready to cry out
like Jacob of old:- "All these things are against me": Yet the prayers
that do ascend up to Cod at such times are all the more urgent and vital
and are often savoured with a "Who can tell"?

During one's pathway as a commercial traveller for many years, there
were numerous contacts with customers, both throughout the west of
England and Wales, which brought out the truth of God's unfailing
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faithfulness and mercy to those who humbly trust in Him. one instance
especially I would desire to relate. It occurred in Exeter (Devon) which
famous city in times of commercial prosperity, was an excellent place
for business and here one had a very good connection.

Among the customers here, there was one, a Mr S., who ran a small
business as Builder and Decorator and he was a man who truly feared
God, and at the same time was no stranger to a rough and rugged
pathway through life.

At one time, during one's customary visit to Exeter, I made my way
to Mr S's place of business and finding the door of his small office
partly open, I went in expecting to find him, but seeing no one and
thinking he was probably with one of his workmen, I was about to
leave, when a voice called out to me by name and turning round, I saw
Mr S. rising up from behind his desk and saying, "please come in and I
will explain".

He said:- "When you came in just now, I was on my knees before
God in prayer and pouring out my heart before Him in grateful
thanksgiving for appearing to my help almost as it were, at the eleventh
hour". He went on to say that earlier in the year he was obliged to buy
rather heavily certain materials to cope with work in hand and when
later, he received the account for the goods, he was just not able to pay,
but he quite hoped that money due to him for work done, would soon
be forthcoming, to enable him to clear his indebtedness. However, this
did not materialise and a few days ago-he said "I received a sharp
letter from the firm in question, reminding me of the amount which I
owed them and saying that if this was not paid within a certain number
of days, further proceedings would be taken". He said:-"I was
severely shaken and troubled over this and I cannot remember ever
having a threatening letter before. It drove me to the mercy seat where
Iike Hezekiah of old, I spread it out lefore the Lord. "He said:- "My

thoughts went to a certain lady for whom I had done a good deal of
work over the years and the last job was over 12 months ago. It
amounted to a large account and so far I had received no payment,
although several times I had approached her about it as courteously as
possible".

He said that this lady was a well-to-do person, who employed
servants and was of quite a friendly Cisposition and yet she did not seem
to realise what serious effects the non-payment of this bill was having
upon others.

Mr S said to me:- "Do you know I hardly slept at all and earnestly
begged the Lord, that he might constrain this lady to settle her account
with me, so that I could clear my own debt. Well, this morning, after
the postman had been, a letter was slipped in through the letter box,
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evidently delivered by hand and it was from this very person with many
apologies enclosing a cheque for the total amount owing"."Can you wonder, he said, "that my first act on arriving at my
offiie, was to go down on my knees and to thank God, from the
bottom of my heart." I thanked him for telling me all this and said that
as it had enabled me to share with him in his trials, now I could share
with him in his heartfelt rejoicing before God.

"He tarries oft till men are faint
and comes at evening late."

So, let no poor sinner despair, whose hope is in God.
For "Who con tell"?

Hail, Sovereign love, that formed the plan
To save rebellious, ruined msn!
Hail, matchless, free, eternal grace.
That gave my soul a hiding-place.

Against the God that rules the sky
I fought, with weapons lifted high;
I madly ran the sinful race,
Regardless of a hiding-place.

Yet when God's justice rose in view,
To Sinai's burning mount I flew;
Keen were the pangs of my distress,
The mountain was no hiding-place.

But a celestial voice I heard,
A bleeding Saviour then appeared;
Led by the Spirit of His grace,
I found in Him a hiding-place.

On Him the weight of vengeance fell,
Thst else had sunk a world to hell;
Then, O my soul, forever praise
Thy Saviour God, thy hiding-place!

Jehoida Brewer, 1776
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Old Testament Studies
ELIJAH

MAURICE HANDFORD

Elijah is surely one of the most striking characters of the Old
Testament. He has the distinction of being mentioned in the New
Testament more than any other of the prophets. He has gripped the
thoughts and imagination of Bible readers in every age. F. B. Meyer
speaks of him as "this Colossus among ordinary men who dwarfs us
all". There is a vividness about the narrative which leaves a marked
impression on the mind.

Elijah was God's messenger of wrath to a guilty age. Idolatry,
superstition and evil flooded the land. The worship of Baal had been
declared the national religion. Israel had had a succession of wicked
kings but the present occupant of the throne, Ahab, had done more
than all that were before him (l Kings 16:33) Ahab had entered into a
guilty matrimonial alliance with Jezebel, the daughter of Ethbaal, King
of Tyre. Here again we see the peril and the dire results of the mixed
marriage, of being unequally yoked with unbelievers. Jezebel was
Ahab's superior intellectually; she was crafty, bold, designing and
unscrupulous-and exercised a fatal influence over her husband. It was
not long before the country swarmed with priests of the heathen deity
but Ahab's time of reckoning was at hand. God called Ahab to account
through the ministry and message of Elijah.

The prophets's rugged and austere appearance would immediately
command attention. Elijah feared no one but God, he was therefore not
afraid to denounce wickedness in high places and the sins of the royal
house. What faith was needed to go and confront Ahab with his solemn
message, for it involved a supernatural intervention. Elijah believed in
the living God, lived consciously in His presence and relied upon His
strength. The prophet's appearance was sudden; be broke in upon the
king with a startling message, "As the Lord God of Israel liveth, before
whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, but according
to my word". (l Kings 17:l). Bishop Hall says of Elijah that "he comes
in with a tempest and goes out with a whirlwind".

Elijah was called to his work out of comparative obscurity. It seemed
unlikely that a reforming prophet would spring from the half-heathen
people of Gilead, but God's ways are stranger than those of men. God
had been preparing His instrument and God had His man for the hour.
pevlJrv vr uuv@u, uut vvu J w4JJ 4tg Jtr<trrEgr Lrrd,rr Lltt st ul rrrtrl. \tuu i
had been preparing His instrument and God had His man for the hour. tl
Is not this always so? In Pharaoh's palace, God had been preparing I
Moses as the deliverer of His people. In the l6th century God raised up I
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the son of a lfurnble miner, in the person of Martin Luther, to bring the
liberating message of the Gospel to the people of Europe. God always
matches both the hour and the man.

To Elijah, God was intensely real. He speaks of God as the one
"before whom I stand". Even Gabriel could not employ a greater
designation. Elijah, as it were, never sat down in God's presence, but
always stood ready for service. We ourselves are often slow to obey, we
loiter or move languidly as if scarcely awake. We should do well to
remember that "the King's business requireth haste".

Although Elijah towers like a mountain above all the other prophets
he is a man like ourselves. He could reprove Ahab and be unmoved by
either commendation or censure, yet became a coward on hearing the
threats of an intriguing woman. James in his epistle tells us that Elijah
was a man of "like passions as we are", but he directed his passions into
the right channels. James singles out Elijah as a great illustration of
prayer, and how passionate he was in his prayers. Dr. Alexander Whyte
in his study of Elijah draws attention to the marginal reading of James
5:17 "Elijah with all his passions prayed in his prayer". How seldom we
really and honestly pray in our prayers. Prayer for many is a dreary
round of repetitions completely void of any passion or power.

Elijah was intensely in earnest. He declared "I am very jealous for
the Lord God of Hosts", He burned with indignation at the religious
compromise to be seen on every hand. Elijah brought back reality into
religion in a day when things were at a low ebb. He declared that
Jehovah was not a myth of the past; not just a tradition but a living
reality. The prophet believed in the Covenant God and called Him by
the covenant name "the Lord God of Israel".

As we review Elijah's character we find that he was not lacking in
tenderness. The denouncer of Ahab could with great tenderness
minister to the widow of Zarephath. Stern characters are often
misunderstood-there is often a union of opposites in the same nature.
That great Protestant stalwart, John Charles Ryle, was described by his
successor at Liverpool as "a man of granite with the heart of a child".

Elijah was intensely human, yet he had delegated to him superhuman
powers; he was not only an ambassador, but also the representative of
Omnipotence. He speaks of himself as standing before the Lord of
Hosts, as if he were a retainer in the courts of heaven rather than a
citizen of this world. He comes forth from time to time from his
seclusion to deliver his messages and then retires again into solitude to
wait fresh instructions from on high.

May we stand where Elijah stood, in the presence of God, ready to do
His bidding with a wil l ing heart. In so doing we shall be followers of
them who through faith and patience inherit the promises.
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A Word of Encouragement
STEPHEN D. HAZLETT

"His word was in mine heart os a burningfire shut up in my bones, and
I was weary with forbearing, ond I could not stay." Jeremiah 20:9.

About the middle of the nineteenth century in the heat and the
rigours and the tremendous hardship of bringing the gospel to the
interior of darkest Africa, the missionary doctor David Livingstone
wrote the following words: "The fever must be braved if a mission is to
be established; it is very fatal even among the natives. I have had eight
attacks of it; the last very severe, but I never laid by." What is it that
encourages someone to serve God to depths such as this? Just as
important is the question, "How can I as a Christian find such
encouragement in my particular situation here and now?"

The prophet Jeremiah lived through hard times and had much to
discourage him; suffering mainly because of his faith and commitment
to carry out the duties and message God had entrusted to him. Indeed,
many scholars have thought of Jeremiah's life as being particularly akin
to Christ's. Campbell Morgan, the renowned minister of London's
Westminster Chapel, has said "God was able to display His own
suffering through Jeremiah." What we learn from Jeremiah, and
especially this 20:9 helps us understand the need for, the source of, the
nature of, and the result of encouragement.

I. THE NEED FOR ENCOURAGEMENT
Because Jeremiah was prepared to stand for his faith, he was much

tried. We read in 20:2 that he was put in the stocks, 26:8 he was
threatened, 33:l he was imprisoned on several occasions, and in 43:6
that he was carried a captive to Egypt. Think of how frustrating and
almost unbearable lifehad become for the prophet. Humanly speaking,
therefore, it is not surprising that he was tempted to say, as he did (in
the first part of v. 9) "I will not make mention of him, nor speak any
more in his name". In other words, "I give up". Does it look bad?
Praise God the Bible is such an honest book regarding human failings!
How many times have we felt like saying, or maybe even said, "I'm

finished, I'm through, I'm not going one more step". However, in this
attitude, the one great realisation is for the need to be encouraged, and
not just to plod on along the weary way with no vision of hope or ray of
comfort. With a sense of our need we are at least in a position where
help is desired, just as the Holy Spirit's convicting and condemning our
sin leaves us despairing of self but craving a Saviour. This is positive,



f

108 The Gospel Magazine

but there is always the opposite negative danger of becoming eith€i so
self-concerned that we lose out in our faith-relationship with God, or
just plain selfish.

II. THE SOURCE OF ENCOURAGEMENT
Why did Livingstone say "....and I never laid by"? Why did Scottish

Covenanters at the very foot of the gallows, or English Puritans on the
verge of long unjust prison sentences, refuse to renounce their faith?
Why the Richard Wurmbrands or Georgi Vins of the world? Because,
A. The encourogement was super-human.

"His word was in my heart." "God is my rock, my fortress, my
deliverer." (Psalms).

B. The encourogenTent wss secure.
"in mine heart." God's blessing and encouragement are not

temporary or superficial. And this is the essence of how He works with
us-in our hearts, the heart being the root of life and the seat of
affection. He gives a promise in His Word, and with all His sovereignty
and holiness He condescends to speak to us and encourage us in our
hearts, "Let not your heart be troubled," says our Saviour "ye believe
in God, believe also in me." (John l4:6). Belief comes from
encouragement, and security cornes from belief. When a heavenly
Christ reigns supreme in our hearts, we have the greatest security on
earth.

III. THE NATURE OF ENCOURAGEMENT
When taken to its extremes, God's encouragement is that which can

defy reason and challenege the humanly impossible. Not much can
obstruct the flames of a fire, "as a burning fire shut up in my bones."

A. A fire is bright. God's encouragement m€ans hope; either the
hope here and now of God being able to answer prayer in the situation
we find ourselves in. "Is any among you afflicted, let him pray" (James
5:13). or the hope at the end of this life of eternal bliss in heaven. See I
Cor .2 :9 .

To emphasize what hope does for encouragement, we quote Anatole
France: "He who gives hope gives everything."

B. A fire wqrms. In the cold winter of depression or trial the warm
fire of encouragement is the best heat. Even although the outward body
may be "going through the mill", when we are Christ's disciples the
burning fire of faith, stoked from the fuel of His promises, within us
will take us through. Paul was able to say boldly "I can do all things
through Christ which strengtheneth me" (Phil. 4:13) and "If God be
for us, who can be against us?"-posed as a question, but we know the
answer is no! (Rom. 8:31).
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C. A fire burns that which is unnecessary or useless. The great
encouragement and hope of our Lord's Second Coming, or at least our
dying and going to be with our Saviour in heaven is sufficient challenge
to let us live in the light of our meeting with Him face to face. We are to"live every day as if Christ died yesterday, rose today and is coming
again tomorrow." Such challenge involves God's fires burning sin, self,
and all that is destructive to the soul, but we have the great comfort that"The gardener never comes closer (to the plant) than when he's
pruning" (C. H. Spurgeon).

IV. THE RESULT OF ENCOURAGEMENT
., ".....and I was weary with forebearing, and I could not stay."
r Here is depicted the great eternal struggle between light and darkness,
righteousness and evil, the love of God and the soul of man. In these
days of widespread easy-believism and instant-made assurance it is
good to remind ourselves of our spiritual fight (c/f Romans 7 and 8).
The battle rages in Jememiah's soul, but right prevails-he cannot
contain God's word, and its truth burns through him and radiates the
world. The ultimate end of encouragement is faith. We might conclude
with John Bunyan's great words. "Hope is never ill when faith is well.,'

The Wrong Side of 50
(or 25)?

JOHN ALGAR

The Bible tells us that the fear of the Lord is the beginning of
wisdom. All right understanding, and a right way of life, can only really
begin when God is given His rightful place, whether it be in a nation,
society, or individual. All too often this is proved true in a negative way.
That is, God is not honoured as He should be, and as a result people go
sadly astray in their grasp of right and wrong. They do not recognise
this, of course. They feel their views are "compassionate", "in keeping
with the day and age", "what everyone feels", and so on.'To quote the,  @ r r u  r v  v r t .  r  v  g u v r l  r l

Bible again, "Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools".
This apparent wisdom, but actual folly, which results from disregard

of God and His laws, is beginning to appear more and more in some of
our current standards and values. One example is the distortion of
values which has taken place with regard to age and youth.
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How many things nowadays, if they are to be considered successful,
must be accepted by, if not run by, young people? The business firm nas
got to have its modish young managers and executives lest it appear old-
fashioned. Entertainment, clothes, and, to judge from advertisements,
most things that are sold, must be geared to the taste of the young. Even
the Church has been brainwashed: When we want to know how things
are going in a church, the first question is nearly always, How many
young people do you have?

This is not an attack on young people! We are simply trying to draw
attention to one of the follies of the age, something for which adults
must be held responsible, namely the idolization of "youth". This is not
just a trivial thing. We believe it reveals something basically wrong in
our thinking, it overturns the divine order of things, and it does untold
harm to young people themselves.

Let us see if by contrast, we can glimpse something of the wholesome
teaching of the pure Word of God in this matter. "O Lord God. thou
art God, and Thy words are true".

"When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a child, I
thought as u child: but when I became s mon, I put away chitdish
things". (l Corinthians I3.II).

"Remember not the sins of my youth". (Psalm 25:7)"Woe to thee, O land, when thy king is o child" (Ecclesiastes I0:16)"Jesus increqsed in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God snd
mgn".

Such passages teach us that every period of life has its 
':;::r:t:fl

plan of God. Moreover they show that growth in years is normally
accompanied by growth in understanding and wisdom. So while we
may admire the physique or the vitality and enthusiasm of young
people, there is something fundamentally wrong if they influence the
outlook on life, or behaviour, of adult people. As paul puts it ,,In

understanding be men" (not imitation youngsters).
A distinguished politician speaking on the radio was asked what he

felt about the effect some major policy would have on people in years to
come. "Oh, we are quite happy about that", he replied, ,,The young
people like this idea, and they are the ones who will have to live with it,
so it must be alright!"

This is an example of the fallacy we are talking about. Young people,
by definition cannot tell what is good for them in years to come, and
older, maturer people are not called to keep apologising ,,for being
square" but rather to give the younger a strong lead.

The application of this to the spiritual life of the Churches is surely
clear. Of course it is a fine thing to see young people honouring God in
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attendance at public worship, and joining in the life of the church. we
should like to see many more. But it is very superficial to pretend that
the strength of the church depends on their numbers. The streneth of '
the church depends on the mature, experienced christians. and thiv are
inevitably older people, men and women who have been servine the
Lord over a number of years.

"ThoLt shalt rise up before the hoary head, and honour the face of
the old man, andfear Thy God: I am the LORD". (LeviticusiS:SZl."My son hear the instruction of thy father, ond forsake not the law
of thy mother". (Proverbs I:8)"Ye younger, submit yourselves unto the etder (I peter 5:5).

Here, and in very many other places in the Word of God. we are
shown that in a morally healthy society youth honours and submits to
age.
. It is not too long ago, since the majority of young people would have
considered it a privilege to be able to listen and and learn from them.
Now the position has been completely reversed. Adults regard
themselves as highly favoured if allowed to mix with the young, and
other adults greatly admire them if they are ,,accepted" by young
people. Some will go to ridiculous lengths to gain this acceptance. They
make it as if the words read "ye older, submit yourselves unto the
younger".

Even pagan philosophies would teach us better than that, so far have
we strayed from true wisdom. Let adults come to their senses. Let them
remember that the outward disadvantages of age are far outweighed by
its deeper advantages; and let them teach the young to honour and
respect age not just because of its physical weakness but for its
experience and maturity. All this is doubly true and important for
Christian believers.

"Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth; and let thy heart cheer thee in
the days of thy youth, and wolk in the ways of thine heart, and in the
sight of thine eyes: but know thott, that for all these things God wiil
bring thee into judgement. Therefore remove sorrow from thy heart,
ond put away evil from thy flesh: for childhood and youth are vonity".
(Ecclesiastes I I :9- I 0)

There is shown the balance which the fear of the Lord gives. Of
course youth is a gift of God, and a time, please God, to live and rejoice
in ways that may not be possible later. But the young will one day grow
old, and like every other human being, have to answer to God. If this
were borne in mind by adults and young people alike, much of the
idolization of youth would be avoided. As a modern writer puts it: ,,It
is only when seen in this perspective that youth can be rightly

l l l
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understood and rightly enjoyed. The 'problem of youth' which bulks solarge in our time is in great -.aru.. the consequence of a falseperspective, a blurring of the horizons, the playing oi UtinO manjs buffwith death, which is one of the chief folliei of thi age,,.

An Urgent Call
J. DOUGLAS MACMILLAN

Eph. 6 v I0

There is no more appropriate word for the believer than this. The
christian life is a warfare, a great battle, a wrestling; a conflict in wtrictr
there is no respite from spiritual enemies within anJwithout- soirri, i, ustatement full of significance, full of help, and of great encouragement
and it is one to which the newly converted, especially, should giu"e j.eat
thought and attention.

It is an exhortation that sets out three basic principles that we should
all know as we seek to live for the Lord Jesus and to the glory oi coa.These principles are of a general nature and are, essentiafly] veiy simpte,
but we can never be too familiar with them and we strouid be so awa.e
of them that they become spiritual guides to our entire life. They teach
us:-

I. THAT WE MUST REALISE THE POWER OF OUR ENEMY
one great danger for a believer is that he should underestimate thepower of Satan. The strategy of any warfare must always take full

account of the opposing forces and the strengths at their disposar. The
Bible tells us that Satan goes about as a 'roiring lion' to devour ano
destroy the christian. To ignore an angry roaring-lion would be rooiistr
in the extreme; so, one thing we should 

-do 
is study what the Bible teils

us about the Devil and his strategy in tempting bilievers.
^ one thing that helps an invading army is ihe securing of a beach-head
from which to wage their battre. ttris is what the .n.o'y of our soul does
too, and he is able to find a place in our hearts ail tooeasily because of
what Paul, in Romans calls 'indwelling sin'. we must be aware that
!!.er9 is still within us, even although *i ur. truly converted, a sort of'fifth-column' which is on the enemy's side and which does uil it .un ,o
let him operate in us with his wicked power. .t

I
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This is the first reason we-must be 'strong in the Lord'-for He has
already defeated Satan and when we call on Him he comes to our aid
with a power that can overthrow Satan and help us to overcome every
temptation.

2. THAT WE MUST RECOGNISE OUR OWN WEAKNESS
The Christian needs the strength of Christ because of spiritual

weakness. Jesus said to His disciples long ago, 'without me ye can do
nothing' and that fact still holds true for us.

Spiritual weakness lies behind the words of Paul. It is the factor
which urges him to point us to the strength of our Lord Jesus. Now
weakness is a relative sort of thing. It all depends upon the strength that
may be pitted against us whether we are, or are not, strong enough for
any particular task. So we must use the strength of the opposing forces
to measure how much strength we ourselves require. Well, not many of
us would want to tackle a hungry, roaring lion without help. No more
should we attempt to overcome Satan on our own-we need, and we
always will, all the strength that God can give us.

Much of the Bible teaches us this. When we read in the Old
Testament about the saints who lived then we see that almost all of
them were overcome at some point or time in their lives by the cunning
and strength of the Devil. Adam-who was a sinless man-Moses,
David, Solomon-all of them knew what it was to come under the
power of evil and fall in the moment of temptation.

The New Testament teaches us the same truth. Peter and Thomas
and Paul and the other great Christian believers all knew what personal
and spiritual weakness was and how easily they could be overcome by
sin and Satan unless they were constantly looking to Jesus for strength.
(See Hebrews 12 w. l-2).

Our own willpower is not strong enough to keep us safe; nor is the
most earnest desire to live the good life; not even a great love to Jesus
the Saviour is enough to keep us from falling-so let us learn well this
lesson. that we are very weak in ourselves.

3.. THAT WE MUST RELY ON THE MIGHT OF THE LORD
We are to be "Strong in the Lord"-And, at conversion that is where

we are put-"IN Christ". There is a lovely word in the O.T. that says,
"The name of the Lord is a sfiong tower: the righteous runneth into it,
and is safe". (Proverbs 18:10) The picture is of a great, strong, fortress
that gives shelter and security from every enemy no matter how
powerful.

Paul is not content, however, just to say, "Be strong in the

l l 3
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Lord"-He describes the great reason why we can be strong in Him
when he adds, "and in the power of his might".

The difference between might and power might seem very obscure
but it is there and it is real. Why is it?

I once knew a very fine athlete; unusually tall: unusually broad;
unusually strong. He was spoken of as ,The mighty man' in a circle
where physical strength was the common bond. Now this mighty, giant
of a man was very gentle; so much so that one only saw the real power
of his strength when he was performing some great athletic
feat-tossing a huge caber, or throwing the heavy hammer-then, this
mighty man made that sort of thing look very simple and easy-why?
Because then, we were seeing his might manifested; we were being given
a demonstration of the "power of his might".

Might, then is an endowment of nature. power is that might being
manifested and exercised and used. Great, indeed omnipotent, might
resides in Christ-"In Him dwelleth the fulness of the Godhead
bodily" (Col. 2:9) and his might was manifested all through his
ministry. Especially it was clearly seen in his death and in his
resurrection-He overcame every foe and enemy; He could not be held
in bonds by death itself.

This is one good reason why we should read and meditate often. in
the Scriptures-and especially in the four Gospels-that we come to
know the I-ord Jesus better and that we learn how great He is in might
and power. To know Him will encourage us to ,,Be strong, in the power
of His might".

JOHN KNOX ON HIS DEATH-BED,1572
Many have been my conflicts with Satan, in the course of my frail

life, and many the assaults uhich I have susrained; but that roaring lion
has never beset me so furiously and forcibli as now. Often he has set
my sins in array before me; often has he tempted me to despair; and
often strove to ensnare me with the enticements of the world: but, I
being enabled to hew his snares in pieces uith the sword of the Spirit,
which is the Word of God, he was not able to prevail against me. But
now he has found out a new way. That crafty serpent has endeavoured
to persuade me, that, because I have faithfully and successfully
discharged my ministerial office, I am on that account deserving of
eternal life and a happy immortalitl'. But Cod was pleased to make me
triumphant over this temptation also, by powerfully suggesting to my
memory those texts, What hast thou that thou didst not receive? and.
By the grace of God, I am what I am: and, Not I, but the grace of God
in me:-being thus vanquished, he left me.

I
I
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Dr. Hawker Remembered
Some 15 years ago the present writer contributed a short article to"The English Churchman" which contained reference to Dr. Robert

Hawker, one-time Vicar of Charles, near Plymouth. He was a man of
great grace and gifts who ever sought, to use his own words in the
Preface to his volume of daily readings, ',The poor Manrs Morning and
Evening Portions", "to promote the Redeemer's glory, and his people's
happiness".

The short article mentioned brought a response from the author of"More Than Notion" and other books, whose pen name was J. H.
Alexander. She spoke of herself as one who enjoyed Dr. Hawker's
Daily Portions, and she enclosed an account of Dr. Hawker's visit to a
Hertfordshire church. We print this below. J. H. Alexander
commented "it is a lovely portrait of unity between churches, and also
rather refutes G. R. Balleine's idea that Dr. Hawker's Calvinistic
doctrines were'grim'. The congregation did not appear to think so!"

This last reference is to G. R. Balleine's "A History of the
Evangelical Party in the Church of England" where he writes on the
early evangelicals in Devonshire. This is what Balleine says: "the
strongest man in this group was undoubtedly Robert Hawker, who
worked in Plymouth for fifty years (1778-1828), first as Curate and then
as Vicar of King Charles' Church. Theologically he was one of the
highest of Calvinists, and defended his grim beliefs in innumerable
volumes; but personally he was one of the simplest and most lovable of
men; though he ruled his great congregation with a rod of iron, any
beggar was able to wheedle him out of his last sixpence, and the
bedroom doors in the vicarage had to be kept locked, so often had he
stripped the beds to provide for the wants of his poor. His Sunday-
schools were some of the earliest in the south of England, and the
Children's Hymn Book which he compiled was the first of its kind; but
fond as he was of children, he never learnt how to manage that
mischievous little grandson of his, who afterwards became the well-
known Vicar of Morwenstow."

We now turn to Dr. Hawkerb visrT to Codicote Church in
Hertfordshire which J. H. Alexander found in "The Sower" for 1885.
She commenls.' "This account seems to have been sent up to "The
Sower" in the 1880's by Elijah Coe, who links it with his own memory
of Dr. Doudney's visit to Arlesey Church in 1881. As the first account
would be 60 years earlier, and the writer sounded rather old then, I can't
think it was Mr. Coe, but it is a pity he has not given any details of who
wrote this or where he read it originally."

I
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A MEMORABLE SERVICE
Being on a visit to Hertfordshire and anxious to go where the truth

was preached, I walked to Welwyn, five miles, to hear Mr. Oxenham.
but was informed the meeting was shut up-that minister and peonle
were gone to codicote church. I was not a little surprised, and being
greatly fatigued with my walk I paused for the moment in hopeless
disappointment. Nevertheless, hope rallied, and I determined to know
the cause of attraction at codicote church. I learnt on the road that a
great preacher from Plymouth was there. This put new life in my feet
and thankfulness in my heart. I reached the crowded church whln he
had just entered the pulpit.

THE BLESSINGS OF ABRAHAM
He preached from 'the blessing of Abraham"-the Lord Jesus christ'as 
the comprehensive fulness of all blessedness. with his usual freedom,

sacred glow, and holy warmth of soul, he brought out the fulness of the
blessings of the Gospel. The Lord the Spirit gaue testimony to the word
of His grace, and blessed it to the hearts of his dear people. The intense
anxiety to hear, the listening countrymen in their white smocks, the
enlivened countenances of the people, with the leadings of providence
in my being there, all united, had an imposing and delightful effect on
my mind.

The people came out filled with wonder and with joy, testifying the
word came in "the demonstration of the Spirit and with power." iwas
informed that all the meeting-houses were closed even to seven and nine
miles round, the ministers and people were come to hear him. I returned
with unspeakable joy and gratitude, wondering at all the things that had
come to pass.

. . . . . . .LINTO JESUS' '
In .the evening I went again, with prayer and expectation. He

preached on these words-"But we are come unto Jesus..." He first
spoke of the person, the object of approach, etc. He then met the
coming sinner, with all his objections-the very objections were reasons
for their coming to Him-opened the graciousness of the heart of
Christ, and the blessedness of the sinner who had come to Him. He
ministerially stripped the sinner, gave the whole glory to God the Holy
Ghost of every needy sinner's approach showed that none could ever
come but those He quickened, and the certainty of their coming whom
He had made alive. It was a time of refreshing from the presenci of the
Lord, in which my soul was drawn forth in wonder, love and praise.
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The people'fetired in clusters, blessing and praising God that ever they
heard him. The truths, being opened in such a delightful manner, quite
overpowered their minds. The little company travelling my way
entertained me on the road with their expressions of joy. The setting
sun, with all the beauties of a summer's evening in the midst of harvest,
added to the scene which made it one of the happiest days of my life.

As he had come down the churchyard, I had taken my farewell view
of him, solemnly impressed with the thought that I should see him no
more in the covering of frail mortality. He died the following April6th,
1827, aged seventy-four years.

That concludes the extract from "The Sower". We add few further,
notes relating to Dr. Hawker.

Hawker was certainly a very active parish minister, and held in high
respect amongst his people. Their spiritual and social welfare was his
constant concern. He was also, as Balleine notes, a prolific writer. A set
df around 15 volumes of his works came into our hands some years ago,
and only two or three years ago we were delighted to purchase a
complete set of Hawker's Commentary on the Old and New
Testaments. Our existing Old Testament set had become rather worn
with frequent use at family prayers over a number of years. A marked
feature of Hawker's Commentary is the way in which every part of the
Socred Page leads him, and his readers to the Lord Jesus Christ. The
Redeemer of sinners is indeed the sum and the substance of the inspired
Word. To Him give oll the prophets witness.

Some years ago before the Hornsey Rise Home of the Aged Pilgrims'
Friend Society moved to its present lovely location in the countryside at
Wellsborough, near Nuneaton, one of the staff, or residents, (we forget
which) told us that years before Hawker's "Portions" had been
presented to every resident pilgrim at Hornsey Rise Home. Hawker was
a supporter of the APFS in its early days as J. E. Hazelton mentions on
p.142 of his APFS History, "Inasmuch".

We would be interested to hear from present day readers of "The
Gospel Magazine" who still turn to Hawker in their devotional reading.
The present writer keeps the "Poor Man's Portion" near his bedside.

H.  G.  H.  H.

. ; ;

Theodore Beza once said of Martin Luther,
by her power, the Pope overcame Rome
overcame them both by his pen."

"Rome overcame the world
by his cunning and Luther
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Martin Luther 1483-I54G :
JOHN G. OLIVER

Martin Luther was born in the little town of Eisleben in Saxony. His
parents were very poor, but they feared God and lived uprightly. While
still very young, Martin was taught the ten commandments. the
apostle's creed and the Lord's Prayer. His parents also taught him that
pardon is a free gift of God and of His grace in Jesus chrisi, and nor ro
be merited or earned by us, but simply accepted by faith. This was the
truth which Luther was to preach so powerfully in later years.

when Luther was eighteen his father sent him to the University of
Erfurt, one of the oldest in Germany. He worked hard and took his
various degrees in such short time that he became the wonder of the
whole university. He finished his studies in 1505 with unique
distinction, being made Master of Arts and Doctor of philosophy, and
then suddenly told his friends that he resolved to become a monk. He
was admitted to Erfurt Convent, and thus at the age of twenty two he
shut himself off from his friends, parents and the world. His father was
very angry, and felt that all the bright hopes he had cherished had been
thrown away by this imprudent step. Like many others Luther felt this
was the only way he could acceptably serve God.

What did the young monk do in the convent? He spent long hours
chanting and reciting prayers, fasting and doing menial tasks. He bore
it all patiently thinking these things would lead to holiness and make
him righteous with God. Long afterwards he said: ,,If ever a monk
could win heaven by monkery, I must have reached it." yet he felt no
nearer to God and had no sense of pardon.

Luther was now to meet a friend. This was John Staupitz, the vicar-
general of the Augustine convents in Germany. He was a wise and kind
hearted man, and although he was a Roman Catholic he had the root
of evangelical faith in him, just as Luther's father and mother had.
Luther told him of his struggles and Staupitz reminded him that God
pardons sin through faith in Jesus, rather than by works of merit. He
encouraged Luther to read the Bible, and never was advice better taken
and obeyed. The good seed was sown. Dark clouds began rolling away,
but the mists were not quite dispersed.

, In 1508, after being a monk for two years, Luther was invited by
Staupitz to become professor at the University of wittenberg. His next
six years were spent in a work that he loved, preaching and lecturing
from the scriptures. He began lecturing on the book of psalms, and
then in l5l5 he rurned to the Epistle to the Romans. This proved to be
the turning point in his experience. These are Luther's words: "I greatly
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longed to understand Paul's word in Romans l:17 where he says that
the righteousness of God is revealed in the Gospel, but the expression
the righteousness of God blocked the way." He interpreted
"righteousness of God" as meaning the righteousness that God
demanded of him, and he couldn't give it, and he was broken-hearted
and cast down. But suddenly he saw that "the righteousness of God"
was not something demanded of him by God, but something given to
him in grace and mercy. The moment of the great change he put like
this: 'When I saw that law is one thing, and gospel is another I broke
through, and as I had formerly hated the expression the righteousness
of God I now began to regard it as my dearest and most comforting
word, so that this expression of Paul's became to me in very truth a gate
to paradise."

For Luther himself this was, of course, a momentous discovery. But
is also caused him to look at the whole structure of the Church in which
he had been brought up. All kinds of ideas had come in. There was. for
example, the practice of paying money, called indulgences, to procure
the forgiveness of sins. There were donations to special causes, the
doctrine of purgatory, prayers to the saints, the exalting of Mary,
pilgrimages to shrines, and all sorts of rules and regulations which were
designed to bring forgiveness of sins and acceptance with God.

Luther began to preach against these things. On a historic day,
October 3lst, 1517, he nailed a paper containing ninety five short
sentences, called theses, to the door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg,
declaring that money could not procure God's forgiveness. The germ of
the Reformation was contained in these theses, and with the help of the
printing press copies went to every part of Germany and the
surrounding countries.

Luther was now in great danger. He was summoned to Rome, but his
friends prevented him going, knowing that he would never return alive.
In Augsburg he was ordered to retract his views by the pope's legate,
Cardinal Cajetan, but Luther replied: "l will not retract, because with
me the Word of God is before everything." He now published a book,
"The Babylonian Captivity of the Church". In this he declared that
everything must be brought to the one test of the authority of the Word
of God. It was a terrible indictment of the papal system.

There next came the famous Diet of Worms, the grandest scene in
Luther's l i fe. It opened on 28th January l52l, and formed the climax of
the Reformation and the zenith of Luther's career. He so defended
himself and his doctrine that his adversaries were left speechless and
bewildered. He declared before the great gathering: "I must be
convicted by scripture and plain reason, for I cannot accept the
authority of popes and councils, since it is as clear as daylight that they

l l 9
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have contracted each other. My conscience is captive to the word of
God. I cannot and will not recant anything, for to go against conscience
is neither right nor safe." Looking round the assembty that held his lifer16r ! r  r rv r  J4rv .  LwwNrr rB ruu l lu  l l l g  assg l l lo ry  tna t  ne lo  n ls
in its hands, he then said: "Here I stand! I cannot do otherwise. IMay
God help me. Amen!"

The cause of the Reformation in Germany spread like wild fire. Some
of Luther's supporters broke into churches and destroyed crucifixes and
images. others declared they had received direct revelations from God.
In such ways the work of the Reformation was imperilled, but nothing
could now stop its progress.

rn 1526 the Diet of Spires was opened. The friends of the gospel had
drawn up a formal protest or declaration of their opinionl and ttrls
protest was read before the Diet. From that day the name .,protestant"
has been given to all who hold the rruth of the word of God in
opposition to the Church of Rome.

More than four hundred years have passed since Luther died, but he
still speaks to us. His firm adherence to the truth, his dauntless courage,
his faith in God, and his zeal for that which is right, speak to us from
afar. His memory will ever be esteemed by those wtro tove God's word.
and who seek to do His will.

For Younger Readers
CARINE MACKENZIE

LOOK UNTO ME

The morning of 6th January 1850 uas rery cold and wintry. The
snow was inches deep on the roads and parks, and sti l l  fall ing heavily. It
was the Lord's Day and 15 year old Charles wanted to atiend cod's
house.

Normally he would have gone with his father on a nine mjle journey
to church, but the severe weather prevented this, so he decidedio walk
into the local town of Colchester.

The storm was so bad that charles had to turn down a little street and
so arrived at a small primitive Methodist chapel. euite by chance, you
might say. But no, Cod was guiding young Charlei to this chapel for a
very special purpose.

Although Charles had found his way ro the chapel that morning, the
minister did not turn up. He lived at a distance and probably found the
roads too diff icult. who would take the service that mornine?
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Eventually a poor thin looking man who was a local tradesman, wentup to the pulpit to preach.

^. ̂very few people were in the congregation-only about twelve orfifteen and Charres was sitting undeith-,e gailery. liis mina tuJ u".nexercised-for a long time on the matters ofitre cosper and as he sat in
l.il,.p.* he longed to know for himself the answer ;; ;h. quorio.,"What must I do to be saved?"

The preacher's text was "Look unto Me and be ye saved, all the endsof the earth". He was not an educated man and could not evenpronounce the words properly but that did not matter. charles thoughtthat the text had some message for him, and listened .ug.ify. 
-

_. The preacher spoke very simply first about the word-,,iook,,. To'look' was not a difficult thing tb io, even a child coula loot. rt" tn"nproceeded to deal with the word "Me". It was no use rooking to anyoneother than the Lord Jesus Christ. Look to the Lord as H. tiung on ttre
:::rj' 

ur he died and rose again and now sits in heaven at Goi's rightnano.

.The speaker managed to make these few remarks last for about tenminutes and then did not know what else to say. Just then his eye caugirtsight of charles sitting alone under the gallery and he addressed his nextremark directly to him- "young -un you look very miseraute.J Cr,a.teswas rather taken aback, but the sp.ake. went on ..and you will alwaysbe miserable if you do not obey this text. young man, look to iesusChrist. You have nothing to dobut look and livi."
At once charles saw the way of sarvation. He rooked with simplefaith to Jesus christ until as ire said himself ,,I could almost havelooked my eyes away.,,
A marble tablet was later placed on the wall near the seat where

charles sat that day. The inscription stated on that morning the boysitting under the gallery was converted. He was then fifteeenlears ordbut before_he died aged 57..years this boy, Charles ffuaOon ipu.g.on,preached the gospel to millions of peopie and through trrt p.ealt ingthousands had come to look to the Lord Jesus for thimselves.
. It was 1,ue.y happy boy who made his way home tt,.ou!n iir. rno*that day. The words of the psalm "wash me and I shall be whiter thanthe snow" were made precious to him also.

Jesus commands us ',LOOK UNTO ME,'

Fill in the blanks in the following verses to find some other things we
have to do, with the Lord's help.

l. Thou shalt . . the Lord rhyGod with all thy heart,
and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind (Ma*hew Zi.Zii.
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.. my voice and I will be your God (Jeremiah
7.23).

Be still and . . that I am God (Psalm 46.10).
Hearken unto me, everyoneof you and . .  . . . . . .  (Mark
7 .14) .

6. Let every one that . . the name of Christ, depart
from iniquity (II Tim 2.19).

7. .. in the Lord with all thine heart (Proverbs 3.5).

8. Behold I stand at the door and knock, if any man hear my voice
and . . the door I will come in to him (Rev. 3.20).

9. O . . the Lord with me and let us exalt his name
together (Psalms 34.3).

10. He that . . to the end shall be saved (Matthew
t0.22).

If your answers are correct the initial letters will spell out part of the text.

The Epistle to the Colossians
A. V. McCANDLISH rl

, The All Sufficiency of Christ. Chap. 3:lt4:1.

In chapter 3:l l. Paul declared that Christ had broken down all the
barriers that separated men from each other. All who believe in Christ
are born into the same family, and become members of his body, the
church. In v. 17 we saw how Christ took away the barrier between the
secular and the sacred. Here Paul declares that every relationship in the
believer's life is to be sacred, and all that flows from it is to be offered
to God for His glory.

v.18. "llives, submit yourselves to your own husbands, as it is fit in
the Lord."

Under Jewish law a wife was just a thing; she was the possession of
her husband just as much aS were his sheep, or material goods. She had
no legal rights; the husband could divorce her for any cause; but she
could not institute any proceedings of divorce. In Greek society a
respectable wife lived a life of entire seclusion.She must not join her

l.
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menfolk for meals. From her was demanded complete servitude, andchastity; but her husband was- free to go out as much as he chose; andcould enter into as many relationshi-ps outside -u..iug. ,iir,-oti,".women as he chose, witho,t incurring any stigma. whai a .oni.urt i,here in christian marriage. The wife is io ue subject to her husband, as itis fit in the Lord. There are many in our day *ri;;;;;; irri"[lrl',,r,i,command is out-dated, and is servil., und degrading. rrrir-ir'nlt tr,.command of paur, but of God. He is alr wisi, ""J "rig""a", uir rri,commands are for our good. Notice that this submission ii oescri6eo inEph' 5:24. "As the church is subject unto christ, to trt tt,.-*iu"r'u. rotheir own husbands in everything." ih... is nothing ,..uit. o,degrading in the subjection of ih. .f,u.rtr to christ; it uii !p.irg, r.o-reverence, and love. Where there is reverence and love; lt i, i:oy,osubmit, and obey' in fact it is only in this way that love can u. rurrvexpressed. This is the command of christ, and ihat lifts thiss-Jmissionout of the realm of the earthly into the heavenly, and sacred. If thehusband is selfish and inconsiderate, and one who cannot bereverenced, submission is still God's command; for rebelrion wturaonly exacerbate the relationship. Submission then would be linked to v.12, where we are commanded to put on meekness, and long-suffering.Here Christ points the way to a sacred relationship, issuing ii p"".. "rajoy, and fellowship with ilim."v.19. "Husbqnds love your wives, and be not harsh with them.,,N.r.v.)
What kind of love is it that is here commanded? Eph. 5:25 safsl"husbands love your wives, even as christ also loved ,n. .n"."i, ""agave Himself for it." This is the kind of rove that christ .r."."rJr, *athis is- to correspond with the submission of the wives. As christ lovedthe church. This is a totally unselfish love, generous, ungrudging,patient, and sacrificiar, ready to suffer pain, or l6ss, o, to giveiie irserrfor her sake. Always putting her best inte.ests first. It is love that is farabove passion, and selfish alfection, it is christ-lite. r-oue sucir-uriti,would inspire reverence, and it would be no hardship to submit toiuctra husband. we who are husbands are humbled whenwe.onria.irr.t ucommand' we feel how far short we have come to it; but let us coniessour failure' and seek the power to do it, from the on. *tro .o-n'""a.ait' Look again at this relationship, is it not sacred? Such mar.iages aretruly-blessed, and grow richer with the passing years. oh that ou-i"youngpeople would carefully.study.this cod given iattern before they marry.They would see how vital it is rhar the! themsetves, and ilr.iiiru.t]r*,

should really have christ as Saviour and Lord. The girl stroularemember that if she is to submit to her husband, how neediul i, i, it u,she should be able to reverence, as well as love him.

frr.-
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2 v. 20,21. "Children, obey your porents in all things: for this is well
pleasing unto the Lord. Fathers, provoke not your children, lest they be
discouraged."

In the ancient world children were very much under the domination
of their parents. Under Roman law a parent could do anything with his
child. He could sell him into slavery, or make him work as a labourer,
he could even kill him. All the rights and privileges belonged to the
parents; and ail the duties to the child. In Eph. 6:1. we read," children
obey your parents in the Lord; for this is right." They are still
commanded to obey; but there is a limit set; it is in the Lord. If the
parents command the child to lie, or steal, or break God's laws, then he
is to put Cod first. Young people of today may think this is out-dated;
but let them remember that God's commands are never out-dated. He
always knows what is best for us, and this is what He commands. If we
break them it always brings sorrow and shame. Much of the trouble,
and violence among young people today is due to young people
rebelling from authority. This often comes when the parents failed to
exercise a wise discipline in the earlier years. When both parents go out
to work. the child must make decisions that it has not been trained to
make. The result may well be a sense of insecurity, and getting together
in gangs; and then on to violence, and crime. Now notice the command
given to parents in Eph. 6:4. "ye fathers, provoke not your children to
wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord."
They are to bring God into the training of the child. This is the great
secret, the child is to be taught to recognise a higher authority. All the
training is to be under the direction of God; all is sacred. Parents must
not be always correcting, or admonishing, or saying no; lest the child
becomes discouraged; and perhaps sullen, or broken in spirit. He is to
be encouraged in all that is good and *holesome. The father should be
the friend of his child, and seek to remember that much of the
impression his child will have of God as Father will be arrived at as a
result of what he sees in his own father.

v. 22-25. "Servonts, obey in oll things your mosters occording to the
flesh; not with eyeservice, os men pleosers; but in singleness of heart,
fearing God: and whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and
not unto men; knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of
the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ. But he that doeth wrong
shall receive for the wrong which he hath done; snd there is no respect
of persons."

The servants were slaves. Paul does not here condemn the system of
slavery; but he lays down principles which would, and did finally
destroy it. The slave is left in his position as a slave; but God is brought
into it. He is plainly told, "ye serve the Lord Christ", so all his service is
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to bd iltine foi chiist, and_ under his eye. He is made responsible to
christ, and is told that he will r"c.iu. a reward, and share theinheritance of christ's children. If he does wrong, giving poor service,
or failing to do what his master requires of nim,"tre iuitt U.luageO
accordingly. It will be no excuse that he is a slave, or that trismaster isnot a christian, and is tyranical, there is no respect of persons with God.

Ch. 4:1. "Mssters give unto your servanis that^which is jusland
equal; knowing thot ye also hqve a Master in heqven.',

See how this relationship is lifted to the spiritual level. The master is
told plainly that he has a Master in heaven to whom he must gi* unaccounl The slave is given rights. In the ancient world, he had n6 rilnts
at all. The master is told to give him what is just and right. He to-o is
told that "there is no respect of persons with Gbd." Eph.?:9. The slave
is not just a thing, in God's sight he is equal with his master. sui.rv
these words carry in them the destruction of slavery. Let us uppiv irri,passage concerning workers and masters to ourselves. Those who wort
for others must remember that primarily they serve christ; all must be
done under His direction, and offered to Him. we must not work for
the money we get, nor to gain a position for ourselves, nor just to pi.ur.
our employer' All our work is to be done for christ, and with ull ou.
hearts. Masters today need to remember they too have a Master in
heaven, to whom they are responsible for tire way they t.eai it,.i.
workers. They are to give them what is right and just. The business does
not belong to them, it is God's; thdy are God's stewards, and must seek
to carry out his orders. In this way the business becomes sacred, christ
is the recognised Head. There can be no conflict between o'unug"o,.nt
and labour, there will be no sharp practice, no lying deceits. 

-God 
is

there. who is sufficient for these things? christ-only; but He is all
sufficient.

Things in Abundance.

l. Abundant Grace,
2. Abundant Mercy,
3. Abundant Pardon,
4. Abundant Life,
5. Abundant Peace,
6. Abundant Satisfaction,
7. Abundant Entrance,

2 Cor. 4. 15
I Peter l. 3
Isa. 55. 7
John 10. l0
P s a . 7 2 . 7
P s a . 3 6 .  8
2 Peter l .  I  I
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Alexander Shields 1660-1700
F. COXON 

i.

Alexander Shields, son of James Shields, of Haughhead, in the
Merse, was born in 1660 or 1661. Being sent to school, when capable of
instruction, he displayed much proficiency, and entered the college at
Edinburgh. Having received the degree of Master of Arts, he was led to
consider the study of divinity, in view of the christian ministry. But
finding little encouragement this way for any who could not in
conscience join with prelacy, he among others went to Holland.
Of another Scots exile, who passed away in Rotterdam, 168l or 1682,
Robert M'Ward, it is said he desired Mr. Shields and some other friends
to carry him out that he might see a comet which then appeared; and
when he saw it, he blessed the Lord that he was about to close his eyes,
and was not to see the woeful days that were coming upon Britain and
Ireland, but especially in Scotland. M'Ward shortly afterwards died,
and entered into his Master's joy, after he had been absent twenty years
from his native land. It would appear that M'Ward had in mind the
'signs" mentioned in the gospel of Luke, chapter twenty-one, and the
context of the verses eleven and twenty-five.

I. LABOURS AND MINISTRY IN LONDON
Mr. Shields, having continued in Holland for a short time, returned

to Britain. Upon his going to London, it is said he, together with David
Clarkson, laboured with John Owen principally in the capacity of
amanuensis, in assisting the toils of the declining years of the illustrious
Puritan. Mr. Shields also had a letter of recommendation to Mr.
Blackie, a Scots minister, who, appointing him to speak with him at a
certain season, had several ministers convened unknown to him, and
did press and enjoin him to take licence. He accepted of it from the
Scots dissenting ministers at London, but without any imposition or
sinful restriction. It was not long however, that he could have liberty to
exercise his office, for upon the I lth, January, 1684, he was, with some
others, apprehended by some at a private meeting at Gutter Lane, who
came upon them unawares, and commanded them to surrender in the
King's name. Shields replied, "What King do you mean? by whose
authority do you disturb the peaceable ordinances of Jesus Christ? Sir,
you dishonour your King in making him an enemy to the worship of
God.". Shields was ultimately taken to Newgate, without any express
order, or writ of committal to prison, and was ordered to be kept in
custody until the next quarter-session, which was to be at Guildhall on
the 23rd February following. But Charles II dying on the 6th February,

;
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he was' 5th March, with other seven who were apprehended with him,
put on board a yacht for Scotland, and landed at Leith on the l3th. one
of his number was John Fraser, who died minister of Alness. l7ll.
John was father of James Fraser, (1700-1769) who died also as minister
of Alness. The latter was the author of "The scripture Doctrine of
sanctification." when the aforementioned landed ai Leith, they were
manacled two by two, as the greatest malefactors would have been, and
taken from thence to Edinburgh. Alexander Shields had Mr. iohn
Fraser for his companion. Alexander shields made several appearances
before the Lords of the council; and also before the Archbishops of
Glasgow and St. Andrews, and the Bishop of Dunkeld. when ali was
over he was sent to the Bass, and doubtless would have suffered there,
had he not got out in women's clothes and escaped. The seven who were
apprehended with him did not escape so easily. They were among the
prisoners, suddenly hurried off, on the 18th May, to bunnottar cistle,
whose ruins are now among the most majestic in Scotland, and which
stands on a stupendous rock about one hundred and sixty feet above sea
level, not far from Stonehaven. The Bass is a very high rock in the
North Sea, two miles distant from the nearest point of thi land which is
south of it. oft-times the violence of the swelling waves beat with a
tremendous noise upon the rock, reverberating on the rock with a
mighty force. Nor is there any place of landing but one about the whole
rock, which is of circumference about three-quarters of a mile.

II. THE REMNANT IN THE FIELDS.

After his escape, without seeking after any other party whatsoever,
Shields went straight to James Renwick, and the faithful contending
remnant then in the fields; upon the 5th December, 16g6, he attended a
meeting for preaching at the wood of Earlstoun in Gallowav. after
which he continued with Renwick for some time. After Renwickis death
he continued for some time in the fields, preaching in Muir, at
Disinkorn Hill in Dalston parish, and many other places. About the end
of the same year, 1688, when Kersland and the united societies, who
had during the interregnum of the Government thrust out some of the
curates, and demolished some of the Popish monuments of idolatry,
were obliged to publish a vindication of themselves in these
proceedings, which they did at the Cross of Douglas, Mr. Shields being
present, did sing some verses at the beginning of the seventy-sixth
Psalm; and while expiating on the same, said, that this psalm was
sweetly sung by famous Robert Bruce, at the Cross of Edinburgh, on
the dispersion of the Spanish Armada a hundred years before. soon
after the Revolution, he was settled minister at St. Andrews.
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III. LETTERS AND SERMONS.

While uncompromising in his condemnation of the tyranny of the
times of Charles II and James II, he was yet large-hearted in his
sympathies. In a letter contained in Macmillan's ,,Collection of
Letters", a volume more usually called "Renwick,s Letters," written in
1685, while he was a prisoner in the Tolbooth in Edinburgh, he writes as
follows: "God is love," he says in his opening sentences, ,,and he that
dwelleth in love delighteth in union, its native fruit and effect-the
union that hath most of God and love in it, and hath a tendency to lead
to and keep near God-the union that hath love for its cement, Christ
for its centre, and truth for its foundation. Therefore it follows that the
closer a people cleave to Christ and His truths, the more inclinable they
will be to union, the sooner they will obtain it, and the surer they will
keep it. This is both the best means and the truest measures I can
conceive either for attaining or entertaining union. The union of
enemies ought to be an upstirring motive to it; and the sense of our own
pressures should make us leave nothing unessayed to accomplish it. It is
one way of walking worthy of the vocation wherewith we are called, to
endeavour to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace."

John Howie's "Collection of Lectures and Sermons." contains three.
by Alexander Shields. We would quote brief extracts from the closing
sentences of one of the sermons:

"To persuade you....consider how little price you can produce; for it
is not over dear. It is on easy terms. Believe, and ye shall be saved.
Take, and ye shall have. Open your mouths, and I will fill them. O sirs!
these are easy conditions that heaven and glory may be had on. O make
no excuses, but close the bargain with all your hearts, and let all your
other lovers be gone, and embrace Him in this gospel, lest ye perish
everlastingly......Ye that are doubting your condition, ye are in a sad
case. And ye that cannot read, O but ye are in a sad case! Ye say that ye
have no leisure to learn to read your bibles. But ye take leisure to damm
your souls, and will not take leisure to go about the means of saving
your souls. And ye that can read your bibles, and will not give more
pains to read them, and pray for the saving knowledge of them, ye are
in hazard eternally to lose your souls. O give more diligence for heaven
to your souls. Now ye have had a day of the gospel on great hazard, and
amongst enemies, and ye know not if ever you have another day. O
study the right improvement of the same, that it be not a lost day, or a
day of accusation against you...Now, what shall we say to you? We
here, in His name, from the terror of the Lord, desire and persuade you
to be reconciled to Christ, lest He come against you when there is none
to plead your cause or excuse you in that great day ofaccount, when ye

\
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must appear before the great God for what instructions you have had,
and this day amongst the rest. O study to be found in Him. Amen."

IV. A HIND LET LOOSE. Genesis 49. verse 21.
The volume, "A Hind Let Loose", written by Alexander Shields, is a

bulky work. The first edition of the voluminous work published in
1687, did not bear the Author's name, but was "By a Lover of True
Liberty". The edition of 1144 is a closely printed l2mo of 755 pages.
The edition of 1797 contains 835 pages, bearing the Author's name as
Alexander Shiels, The book certainly answers to the promise of its title-
page, which declares that it is "A vindication of the present Testimony
against the Popish, Prelatical, and malignant Enemies of the Church of
Scotland, as it is now stated for the Prerogatives of Christ, Privileges of
the Church, the Liberties of Mankind; and sealed by the sufferings of a
reproached Remnant of Presbyterians there, witnessing against the
Corruptions of the Time". We quote an extract from the edition of
1797. "Though books use not to be required to render a reason of their
names, which often are arbitrarily imposed more for the author's fancy
and the times' fashion, than for the reader's instruction; yet, seeing the
times injuries do oblige the author to conceal his name, the title will not
obscurely notify it to some for whose satisfaction this is mainly
intended, and signify also the scope of the subject; which aims at giving
goodly words, not sugared with parasitic sweetness, not painted with
affected pedantry, but fairly brought forth in an unhampered freedom,
for the beauty and blessing of human and christian liberty, in its due and
true boundaries. This was the subject of a discourse, as some may
remember, on that text whence the tit le is taken, Genesis 49,21 ,
'Napthali is a hind let loose; he giveth goodly words.' In prosecuting of
which, the speaker, with several others, falling at the same time into the
hands of the hunters, an occasion was given, and interpreted by the
author to be a call of study more the preciousness of that privilege
predicated of Napthali, which is the right and property of the wrestling
tribe of Israel, the persecuted witnesses of Christ now everywhere
preyed upon. And now, providence having opened a door for delivering
himself as a roe from the hand of the hunter, he thought it his duty, and
as necessary a piece of service as he could do to the generation, to bring
to l ight his lucubrations thereupon....But to all that are not altogether
strangers to our Israel, it will appear, that this title is not inaptly applied
to the subject and design of this treatise. The party whose case and
cause, and contendings are here treated of, being known to have the
same situation of residence in Scotland that Napthali had in Israel, viz.
the west and the south, Deut. 33, 23. 'And of Napthali he said. O
Napthali, satisfied with favour, and full with the blessing of the Lord;
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possess thou the west and the south,'will be found, among all our tribes,
most appositely to bear the signature of Napthali, who, in their
wrestlings for the interest of Christ and the liberties of his Israel, have
most jeoparded their lives in the high places of the fields; and chiefly to
deserve his eulogy, being a 'hind', (called wild by nickname in the scorn
of them that are at ease, but) truly weak in their present wilderness
condition, to wrestle against the force and fraud of their cruel and
cunning hunters, who cease not (when they have now got the rest of the
roes and hinds of the field made fast asleep, under the bondage of the
lions dens and mountains of leopards, by a pretence of a falsely so
called liberty of conscience) to seek and pursue the chase of them for a
prey; yet really they are 'let loose', and not only suffered to run loose, as
a prey to the hunters, by the unwatchfulness of their keepers, but made
to escape loose, by the mercy of the Mighty One of Jacob, from the nets
of the hunters and snares of the fowlers, and from the yoke of the
bondage of these beasts of prey, to whose authority they will not own a
willing subjection; and being such 'hinds' so 'let loose', they make it
their work to give goodly words, for the worth and honour, and
royalties of their princely master, and for the precious liberties
wherewith he hath endowed and entrusted his spouse and children, and
to keep the godly words of his patience, until he return 'as a roe or
young hart upon the mountains of Bether'." Gen.49,2l; Gen. 30,8;
Judges 5,18; Song of Solomon 2,17.

V. MISSION TO DARIEN, JAMAICA; AND LAST DAYS
The Commission of the General Assembly, July 2lst, 1699,

sanctioned a second expedition to Darien, Jamaica, by which Alexander
Shields and three brethren, departed to that colony. The memorial of
the General Assembly besought that ministers might be sent to "instruct

and edify our countrymen in the said colony; and who also might,
through the blessing of God, be useful in propagating the glorious light
of the Gospel among pagan nations, and contribute to their
conversion", and "particularly that you labour among the natives for
their instruction and conversion, as you have access".

However, Shields passed away in Jamaica, June l4th, 1700. Of this,
Lord Macaulay wrote: "He departed this life at Port Royal, in Jamaica,
on June 14, of a violent and malignant fever, much lamented of all who
knew his worth and parts, and had the occasion of his acquaintance. He
had been heart weary and broken with this company of men, among
whom he had laboured and conversed so long with so little success, and
therefore left them and went to Port Royal, designing, it seems, to take
passage hence homeward by the way of London. But men propose, and
God disposeth; for he had now done his work and it pleased his Master

I
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here to call for him, and to put an end to his weary and troublesome
pilgrimage in this spot of our Lord's earth; and now he rests from his
labours, and his works follow him. His worth was little known or prized
by the most of those he had sojourned and laboured among in the work
of the Gospel, of whom they were not worthy. This stroke was an awful
frown of Providence upon that poor company which he was taken away
from, and had so often and affectionately exhorted, reproved, and
admonished; for the righteous are taken away from the evil to come. He
was decently buried by some kind countrywoman, Isabel Murray,
paying the expenses of the funeral. He had only preached one Sabbath
at Port Royal, upon that text, Hosea 14,9, 'The ways of the Lord are
right'; which proved his last sermon in this world. When he was in
Caledonia, he preached mostly on that text, Acts 17, 26, 27,,, And, hath
made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the
earth, and hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds
of their habitation; that they should seek the Lord, if haply they might
feel after him, though he be not far from every one of us".

The glory of God's Church
R. E. H. UPRICHARD

The wonderful thing about God's glory is that He does not selfishly
retain it totally to Himself nor to His Son but in grace He bestows it in
measure on His people, the church. The New Testament is full of this
idea: The church shares that glory now (l Pet.) and hereafter (Romans)
particularly in her suffering and persecution. The church manifests the
glory of God's saving plan and his manifold wisdom both to Centiles
and to principalit ies and powers (Rom.; Eph). God's miraculous deeds
in the church accentuate his glory (Acts) and his disciples in their bodily
sacrificial being glorify Him (l Cor.). Jesus prays to His Father that his
disciples might enjoy the glory which they have shared from all eternity
(Jn.). The glory of God is here in part a "communicable" attribute,
communicable to the church. This is excitingly evident in the kind of
administration, plan or covenant, which God provides for his people in
the "new testament": 2 Cor 3: 6-18. Here, Paul contrasts the
ministration of God's new testament with His otd testament in Moses.
to stress the glory, which the church enjoys. It is furthermore, a newness
of quality not of recency (Kainos).

l 3 l
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:ii A ministration of the Spirit of Life.. ,._1r€rc':,r]._-€:l
Usually the contrast between letter and spirit is thought of in terms of

outer observance and inner commitment (v.6). But this is not the
contrast here. Rather, it is of a law, which on its own leads to death but
when accompanied by the Spirit leads to life. The Spirit gives life. Just
as Jeremiah and Ezekiel had prophesied of the "New covenant" 1w.7,8) God would put his Spirit in His people, replacing the hard heart
qf s-lole with a responsive heart of flesh, so enablin-g them to keep
God's law.

The glory, which God confers on the church in the new covenant is
that of regeneration. That is not to say it did not occur in the old
Testament for it did. But compared with the Law of Moses alone, this is
the glorious aspect of the New Testament-the Spirit changes ou, inn..
lives enabling us to love and to keep the law of God. The New
Testament offers me not God's standards which I cannot keep, His
directives which I am powerless to undertake, attempts which lead
to failure and death, but a life-saving spirit enabling me to embrace
those commands and ultimately to keep and to do them.

A ministration of Righteousness.
Notably this new covenant leads to righteousness, literally to

acquitlal (v.9). It is contrasted with the condemnation to which thi law
on its own leads me. It leads not only to death but to condemned euilt.
This new economy leads to pardon, indeed to a righteousness reck-oned
to me, which is not my own. It is the glory of the removal of the curse.
the glory of acquittal, the glory of an imputed righteousness, and it is an
excelling glory which does not fade (vv. l0,ll).
, The church enjoys the glory of God as believers experience
forgiveness and acquittal and as they know a reckoned and uliimately
acquired moral straightness before God: the glory of righteousness.

A ministration of Liberty.
Paul contrasts the freedom (paarhesio, a Greek word used for

lre-9d9m of speech), which he and Christians enjoy with the inhibited,
dulled and fading nature of the Mosaic manifestation of glory (vv.
12,13),It is a bondage which continues to his own day, evidintin'the
outer ceremonial of reading the Torah with a veiled face and in their
rejection of Jesus as Messiah. In fact, a veil covers their "hearts" and
their blindness in rejecting christ is in reality a hardness of stubborn
resistance (vv. 14,15). when one receives Jesus, however. the blindness
and hardness are removed. There is clear vision, openness, receptivity
and freedom instead of bondage. There is a boldness of hope.

\
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. This is the glory of the church in the new covenant: clarity of vision
instead of confusion, receptivity and openness of inner ueing'rnsteaa or
stubborn resistance to the_truth of God, ultimately, freedori, f,ope anaaccess to the purpose of God for our lives instead of slavery to sin andto Satan.

A ministration of Transfiguration

. It is aboveall this (v.r8). Here is the apex or climax of the church,sglory under the new covenant. paul explains it almost uy ,uying tlrut
this new covenant, this gospel ministratibn, is like a miraculous -'ir.or,
a "glass", for mirrors in those days were of polished metal where the
reflection was not so true as in a modern ml..o.. It is miraculous in
three ways: when we look at it, we see not ourselves but the Lord. The
image in the mirror is transferred to us. The image becomes increasingry
transferred to us.

Here is the church's greatest glory of all. Not only is christ's
righteousness reckoned to us but He is formed within us, and *. "ra
increasingly changed by the work of God's Spirit from our own vile and
fallen natures to conform to his groriou, nufur.. we are changed from
glory into glory. God's Spirit, who bestows eternal life uporius, who
reckons the righteousness of christ to us, who sets us glbriously iree
from sin and involves us in christ's purpose for our riu.i, top, air ir,i,
work by changing our nature to one like Christ,s. He bringi us from
grace to glory. This is the church's glory-a transformed, tr*ansfigured
nature' could anything be more exciting, more glorious itran tnrit

'Chonged 
from glory unto glory

Till in heqven we take our ploce
: Till we cost our crowns before Thee

Lost in wonder love and praise'.

. HOLD FAST
Your confidence in God. Hebrews 3:6
The Word of God. 2. Tim. I : 13
That which is good. l. Thess. 5:21
Your profession. Hebrews 10:23
Till He come. Revelation 2:25
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HELP IN TIME OF NEED. 
' I '

l. For comfort in time of sorrow read Romans 8:26-28; 2 Corinthians
l :3 -5 .

2. For relief in time of suffering read2 Corinthians 12:8-101' Hebrews
12:3-13 .

3. For guidance in time of decision read Proverbs 3:5,6; James l:5,6.
4. For protection in time of danger read Psalm 9l;Psalm l2l.
5. For courage in time of fear read Ephesians 6:10-18; Hebrews

13:5 .6 .
6. For peace in time of turmoil read Isaiah 26:3,4; Philippians 4:6,7.
7. For rest in time of weariness read Psalm 23; Matthew ll:28,29. .
8. For strength in time of temptation read I Corinthians 10:6-13;

James l :12-16.
9. For warning in time of indifference read Galatians 5:19-21;

Hebrews 10:26-31.
10. For forgiveness in time of conviction and confession read Isaiah

l :18 :  I  John l :7 -9 .
Truly God's Word is filled with counsel and guidance.

Book Reviews
Studies in the Scriptures 1946, A. W. Pink, 2EEpp, f,3.95, Banner of
Truth Trust.

For many y'ears A. W. Pink issued a monthly magazine "Studies in
the Scriptures"-most if not all the contents being from his own pen.
This task he carried on very faithfully often amid discouragements-the
difficulties of publishing during the War and the remoteness of the Isle
of Lewis, where he lived. This particular volume marked the completion
of 25 years editing and publishing of the magazine.

Mr. Pink was at times very much a lone voice holding to and
expounding the doctrines of grace. He was comparatively little known
in his lifetime but much appreciated by those who have come
after-"he being dead yet speaketh". Many today have cause to be
thankful for what he has written.

Amongst other themes this volume contains the life and times of
Joshua; the Prayers of the Apostles, Spiritual growth and
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Reconciliation. A further volume of the magazine is to be published
later.

Here
Banner

1 3 5

is another worthwhile book and we can be grateful to the
of Truth Trust in making it available.

M.H.

The Theology and rheologians of Scotrand, James warker, Knox
Press (Edinburgh), 200 pp, f,2.95.

The Knox Press (Edinburgh) deserves congratulations for
republishing the valuable cunningham Lectures bv Di. James walker.
It was a wise choice to_issue them in paperback, noi only in making such
rich material available at_ a reasonable price but aiso in rev"ealing
confidence in the present-day readers, inteiest in theology.

one only requires to run his eye over the list of worthieiwhich makes
up the biographical notes appended to this volume to realise the august
company Dr. walker introduces to his readers in his first Lectuie-
Survey of the Field. His understanding of the theological principles
propounded by these erudite saints of the l7th cent,rry shows'his
stupendous learning and also communicates a remarkaLly intimate
knowledge of the theologians themselves under his fair scrutiny of their
work.

The following Lectures entitled-predestination and providence,
Atonement, Docrrine of the visible church, The Headship of christ
and Erastianism-express the clarity and conviction with which such
doctrines were understood, and formed the very warp and woof of the
fabric of faith of the Scottish people. Truth being transmitted more by
preaching than printing may have tended to exalt ministers above
measur€ in those days. But though Scotland was a very poor country in
the 17th century, it is assuming too much to say thatihe public would
neither welcome nor read books on theology. They were as capable of
lead-ine as of hearing intelligently. Boston'Jiinding of the .,Marrow of
Modern Divinity" in a parishioner's home in Simpiin would add weight
to that view of the Scottish peasantry. And by the reissue of this book,
Dr. walker tells us, "Soon the country wai a-blaze with theological
discussion."

The Lecture on The Doctrine of the visible church, sadly must
reflect the numerous divisions of the presbyterian church in Scltlano.
Despite Dr. walker's defence of the Secession of 1773, ,,r have always
thought, had very much to justify it"-he is honest enough to admit,"Nevertheless Secession bred Secession", and the inevitable-conclusion,
he writes, is, "that you had several christian communities separate
from each other, with separate governments, and yet apparently having
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all very much the same sort of clairhs to be reckoned viSible Churches of
Christ."

The penultimate Lecture-Present Misrepresentation of Scottish
Religion-is most interesting. Cromwell had no objection to having his
portrait painted wart and all, neither does Calvinistic Protestantism
claim camouflage favours. Dr. Walker sets up the allegation, "that

Scotch religion is harsh, austere, gloomy...a stern theology," then he
painstakingly demolishes the caricature and warmly presents the true
love-element characterised in the old divines and their teaching. But this
allegation has not yet been laid for it seems that many are convinced
that all Scotland's ills, if not Britain's, are due to Calvinism, but this by
the way.

This attractive volume is free of typographical blemishes and should
appeal to the general reader.

The History of the Reformation of Religion in Scotland, John'
Knox, Edited for popular use by C. J. Guthrie, Q.C. First Banner of
Truth Edition, 364 pp. Price f2.95.

In this great work of the Reformer (now published by The Banner of
Truth Trust) may be seen, not only the onward course of the
Reformation in Scotland, but also the cruel, crafty and relentless
persecution by the Papists of the young and old lovers of the Truth. In
the moving events Knox so graphically describes he was, of course,
often a leading figure. Pushed to the fore by others who looked to him
for leadership he proved more than a match for his antagonists. In
contending earnestly for the faith he did not mince his words, especially
against the popes and their hirelings. To Dean Annan, a Papist he said:
"...we must define the Church, by the right notes given to us in God's
Scriptures. We must discern the Immaculate Spouse of Jesus Christ
from the Mother of Confusion, Spiritual Babylon, lest that imprudently
we embrace a harlot instead of the chaste spouse, ---yea, to speak in
plain words, lest we submit ourselves to Satan, thinking that we submit
ourselves to Jesus Christ." He went on: "As for your Roman Kirk, as it
is now corrupted...I no more doubt but it is the synagogue of Satan,
and head thereof, called the Pope, to be that Man of Sin of whom the
Apostle speaketh, than I doubt that Jesus Christ suffered by the
procurement of the visible Church of Jerusalem." (pp. 73/4).

In these pages are depicted many interesting and informative aspects
of Scotland's fight with the Papacy, and in that heroic struggle the life,
labours and witness of Knox himself. In the words of C. J. Guthrie:
"....the best estimate of Knox as a man, as a statesman, and as a

t-
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churchman, is to be gathered from personal contact with him in his
writings. Among these writings, none is more characteristic than The
History of the Reformation of Religion within the Realm of Scotland"
(pp. xiilxiii).

The usefulness of this book is greatly increased by the many Notes,
Historical Summary, Index, Glossary, and fifty-six illustrations.

C.C.J .B .

Collected Writings of John Murray. Vol. 3: Life; Sermons;
Reviews. Banner of Truth Trust. 3E9pp. f9.95.

This book, without doubt, is a delight both to handle and to read. It
has all the marks of quality both in its appearance and content.

Approximately a third of the book is taken up with a biography of
John Murray written by Iain Murray-the same name but no relation.
It is absorbingly interesting and gives insight into many things including
the founding of Westminster Theological Seminary in the U.S.A.
following the separation from Princeton. We are given detail of
Professor Murray's early life in Scotland and again many years later
when he returned finally to his native country. The book is made further
interesting by the inclusion of some 24 photographs taken on both sides
of the Atlantic.

John Murray is seen as a man of great scholastic ability and at the
same time a humble gracious man. He stood unashamedly for the truths
of God's Word written and was a staunch upholder of the doctrines of
grace.

A section of the book is devoted to some of his sermons, nineteen in
all. None of them are long but all of them faithful expositions of
Scripture. Also included are eight addresses at the Lord's Table.

The final section of the book consists of 28 reviews written during the
period 1939-1953. Here are some interesting and illuminating comments
on books which issued from the press during those years.

The book may appear expensive but is worth the outlay and will
repay close reading.

M.H.

The Life of Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones, Iain Murray 394pp. 37
photographs. f6.95. Banner of Truth Trust.

We have here a beautifully compiled book from the pen of Iain
Murray-his literary output is remarkable and the Christian public is
certainly indebted to him. We are given some very interesting glimpses
of life in Wales in the early part of the century. Mr. Murray then traces
the career of Martyn Lloyd-Jones from being a schoolboy and

137
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dairyman's assistant to his success in the medical world. He had the
distinction of being chief Clinical Assistant to the King's Physician Sir
Thomas Horder at the age of 23. He gave up his brilliant prospects to
become a pastor in Aberavon in South Wales.

The book considers in detail his ministry there prior to his call to
Westminster Chapel on the eve of World War II in 1939. He was to
preach for 40 years to the largest congregation in London. By any
standard it was a remarkable ministry. The reviewer often sat in the
pews in Westminster Chapel during his years in college. There was a
complete absence of gimmicks-the drawing power was the ministry of
the word.

Like Professor John Murray, Martyn Lloyd-Jones was a humble
man. When people spoke of his sacrifice in giving up medecine for the
pulpit he said, "I gave up nothing, I received everything".

Iain Murray makes use of hitherto unpublished material, much time
and effort has gone into the writing of this book, resulting in a very
gripping narrative. Here is a volume not to be missed.

M.H.

A Letter of Sympathy
Some months ago we included a letter of sympathy sent to one of our

readers on the death of her husband. We include a further helpful letter
from the same source.

I was very sorry to learn of your sad loss of a beloved husband and
felt I must just write a line of sympathy and condolence to you praying
that throughout the coming days you will know the sanctifying mercies
of our most gracious God and Saviour, knowing well what it means to
lose a beloved partner.

It is nineteen years since I lost my partner, but the remembrance of
that day is still sweet to me, with the feeling her soul is with her Lord.
What a mercy when we have a good hope of our loved ones taken and
to know:

"He never takes away our all,
Himself He gives us still"

When my beloved wife was buried, as the coffin was lowered, the
word of comfort I received was "ye now therefore have sorrow, but I
will see you again and your heart shall rejoice and your joy shall be
full". What comfort and blessed assurance!

May the Lord comfort and support you.
My Christian love and sympathy to all.


