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Editorial
The holiday season will soon be upon us and many will be making

their way either to the seaside or into the country seeking rest,
refreshment and renewal to fit them again for the battle of life. A
period of relaxation in these days is not a luxury but a necessity-we
need a break from the unceasing and unvarying routine. A holiday
furthermore, sometimes helps us to see things in their right perspective.

Periods of relaxation have always been necessary. After Elijah's
stormy conflict with the priests of Baal, the prophet went away into the
wilderness, to the solitudes of Horeb. When the Apostles returned to
the Lord after their first evangelistic journey "He took them aside
privately into a desert place and said 'come ye yourselves apart and rest
awhile"'. They had been under heavy pressure and had flung
themselves heart and soul into their work. How thoughtful the Lord
was for their comfort! He did not wish to overwork them and provided
a place of rest for them. He did not expect from them more than their
bodily strength could bear. In this restless and fevered age it is no less
necessary to seek for a quiet resting place for a brief period.

The physical benefits which come from a well spent holiday are
obvious. Alas, some return from their holiday more tired and weary
than when they set out. The hurrying manner in which some spend
their usual holiday, the passion to see all mentioned within the covers of
the Guide book and to 'do' everything does not benefit them at all.
Both soul and body ought to be better for the holiday break.

It is possible that some Christians return to their everyday life with
less spiritual fervour than when they left it. They sometimes lose out
spiritually. They bodies may feel the benefit of the change but their
spiritual vision is none the clearer and is probably dimmed. These things
ought not to be. When choosing a resort we should try and. ensure that
there is a church in the locality in which the pure Word of God is
preached. Not only will your soul be fed but you will be an
encouragement to the believers there and especially so if they are but a
small company of the Lord's people. It is a good thing to take a
worthwhile book on holiday-make time to read it and thus
permanently enrich your spiritual life. For many years Canon
Christopher of St. Aldate's, Oxford used to take with him on holiday
Ryle's "Christian Leaders" and said "this most interesting and
stimulating book has greatlv increased the pleasure and the profit of my
annual month of rest". Here perhaps is a suggestion some might care to
follow.

May your holiday be a time of physical refreshment and spiritual
profit.
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Hezekiah's Praver
2 Kings 19: 15-20

Hezekiah was one of the few kings of Judah "who did that which
was right in the sight of the Lord". Though he was one of God's people
he llas not exempt from trial; for reasons of His own the Lord allows
His people to pass through deep waters and "many are the affl ictions of
the righteous".

The northern kingdom of Israel had been overrun by the Assyrians
and Sennacherib king of Assyria now planned an assault on Jerusalem.
The position was desperate and the defenders of the city trembled with
fear at the prospect. It was indeed "a day of trouble, rebuke and
blasphemy" verse 3.

A problem faced

A great host had gathered against Jerusalem and it seemed as though
the end could not long be delayed. Rab-shakeh tried to undermine the
resistance of the people when he said "let not Hezekiah deceive you...
neither let Hezekiah make you trust in the Lord... hearken not unto
Hezekiah" l8:28-3 l. The storm clouds gathered again and Hezekiah
received a threatening letter which ridiculed his confidence in God. The
king of Assyria boasted of his conquests and suggested that the Cod of
Israel would be just as powerless as the gods of the heathen nations
which had already been conquered.

Troubles often come suddenly just as this letter came to Hezekiah.
Sometimes the postman delivers a letter and at once we know we are in
trouble; or it comes as a result of a telephone call or a visit to the doctor.
How do we react when trouble comes? What should we do when we
receive a startl ing letter? We cannot prevent these things occurring, the
important thing is our reaction to them.

Hezekiah was under great pressure. Sennacherib and Rab-shakeh
were terrible enemies and small wonder Hezekiah trembled when he
received the letter.

A problem prayed over

The letter Hezekiah received made sad reading-it was a coarse and
insolent assertion that the God of Hezekiah was a deceiver "let not thy
God in whom thou trusteth deceive thee" verse 10. We can imagine how
Hezekiah's hand must have trembled and his heart beat quickened as he
read the letter. He did not however sit down and despond. He no doubt
later shared it with his counsellors and friends but the first thing he did
was to bring the whole matter before the Lord. He prayed. Here was a
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man of faith and prayer. It was a day of trouble and therefore a day for
prayer. "Call upon Me in the day of trouble and I wil l deliver thee and
thou shalt glorify Me" Psalm 50:15. Matthew Henry says "when pains
are most strong let prayers be most l ively". It is a wise thing to lay our
problems before the Lord and seek an audience with Him. Hezekiah's
prayer reveals that he was a well taught believer.

He recognised God's covenant relationship with His people. He
addressed the Lord as "the Cod of Israel". Jehovah was in a special
sense the Cod of Israel. When God revealed Himself to Moses at the
burning bush He said "I am the Cod of thy father, the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob". When Cod spoke
to the people at Sinai he said "I am the Lord thy God which have
brought you out of the land of Egypt". God had bound Himself in a
solemn covenant with His people. Hezekiah called this truth to mind in
his prayer. He recognised God as the covenant God who loved His
people and cared for them and would surely undertake for them in this
time of national emergency.

When we approach God in prayer we should remember that we come
to Him as the covenant God who keeps mercy with His people. The
Lord Jesus Christ is "the mediator of a better covenant, which was
established upon better promises" (Heb. 8:6).

Then Hezekiah realised Cod's presence with His people. He spoke of
God dwelling between the cherubims (verse l5). The cherubims were at
the two ends of the Mercy seat ra'hich covered the ark of the covenant in
the Holy of Holies. Between the cherubims God manifested His
presence-"there wil l I meet with thee and I wil l commune with thee
from above the mercy seat, from between the two cherubims" (Exodus
25: 18-22).

When Hezekiah spread the letter and prayed he realised that God was
not one afar off but near at hand; a God who was truly present in the
midst of His people. We shall do well to realise this same precious truth.
ln a very real sense "the Lord is at hand" Phil. 4:5. He is ever near to
help us in all dangers and necessities.

Hezekiah recognised God's sovereignty over all the earth.
Sennacherib seems to have regarded God as a mere local deity, l ike the
false gods of the heathen. In contrast Hezekiah addressed Him as the
God of all the earth. Indeed His sovereign sway and His supreme power
extends to the whole earth. He rules in the armies of heaven and among
the inhabitants of the earth. All things are under His control. He
worketh all things after the counsel of His own wil l. God's sovereignty
was a great comfort to Hezekiah, he realised that Sennacherib could do
nothing without His permission. Let God's people now take comfort
from this truth that "the Lord reisneth" Psalm 93:1.
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Furthermore, Hezekiah recognised God's almighty power. "Thou

has made heaven and earth". lf so, then He has all power, nothing is
too hard for the Lord. Sennacherib may reproach and blaspheme the
living God but he l itt le realised that God is able to turn him back by the
u'ay he came (see verse 28).

The Cod to whom we cry in our distress is the omnipotent God.
"Our help is in the name of the Lord who made heaven and earth". He
is, as the apostle Paul said "able to do to exceeding abundantly above all
that we can ask or think". God is sti l l  on the throne. We should
consider well Gabriel 's word to Mary "with God nothing shall be
impossib le"  Luke I :37.

Then Hezekiah's prayer was marked by earnestness. He doesn't just
state his case but beseeches the Lord to save. He pleads that the Lord
will bow down His ear and hear. Frequently we have to mourn over the
coldness and the formality of our prayers. There is nothing of that here.
Hezekiah's prayer is marked by warmth, passion and entreaty. His
needy circumstances stirred him up to pray with all the intensity of his
being. Jacob was bold enough to say "l will not let thee go except thou
bless me", Jabez too was fervent in prayer when he cried "On that thou
wouldest bless me indeed". The apostle James says "the effectual
fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much". Hezekiah and his
people were in great danger, only the Lord could give deliverance so
they pleaded for His gracious intervention.

Hezekiah in all his praying sought God's glory. "that all the
kingdoms of the earth may know that thou art the Lord God, even thou
only" verse 19. This was the great end for which he prayed. He wanted
God to demonstrate that He was the only l iving and true God. His
motive was the glory of God-our motive must be the same. Did not the
Lord Jesus Christ say concerning prayer "ask that the Father might be
glorif ied"?

A problem resolved

A message came to the king from Isaiah assuring him that God had
taken his cause in hand "thus saith the Lord God of Israel, that which
thou hast prayed to me against Sennacherib king of Assyria I have
heard. . .  " .

How wonderfully his prayer was answered! Concerning Sennacherib
God said "he shall not come into this city, nor shoot an arrow
there...by the way that he came, by the same shall he return" verses 32,
33. God heard the prayer of His servant and proceeded to scatter the
proud in the imagination of their hearts (see verses 35-37).

Here then is an example of the way we are to cast our care upon God.
When some distressine letter reaches us then recollect Hezekiah with
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Sennacherib's letter in his hand spreading it before the Lord, and seek
to do the same. We are urged to cast our burden upon the Lord for He
will sustain us. Spread your troubles before the Lord and so prove His
almighty aid. How thankful we should be that we have the invitation to
come boldly to the throne of grace, there to obtain mercy and find grace
to help in time of need. This is the unspeakable privilege of the Lord's
people.

M . H .

Continue in Prayer
C. H.  SPURGEON

Colossians 4:2

It is interesting to note how large a portion of Sacred Writ is occupied
with the subject of prayer, either in furnishing examples, enforcing
precepts, or pronouncing promises. We scarcely open the Bible before
we read "then began men to call upon the name of the Lord"; and just
as we are about the close the volume, the "Amen" of an earnest
supplication meets our ear. Instances are plentiful. Here we find a
wrestling Jacob-there a Daniel who prayed three times a day-and a
David who with all his heart called upon his God. On the mountain we
see Elijah; in the dungeon Paul and Silas. We have multitudes of
commands and myriads of promises. What does this teach us, but the
sacred importance and necessity of prayer?

We may be certain that whatever God has made prominent in His
Word, He intended to be conspicuous in our l ives. If He has said much
about prayer, it is because He knows we have much need of it. So deep
are our necessities, that until we are in heaven we must not cease to
pray. Dost thou want nothing? Then I fear thou dost not know thy
poverty. Hast thou no mercy to ask of Cod? Then, may the Lord's
mercy show thee thy misery! A prayerless soul is a Christless soul.
Prayer is the l isping of the believing infant, the shout of the fighting
believer, the requiem of the dying saint fall ing asleep in Jesus. It is the
breath, the watchword, the comfort, the strength, the honour of a
Christian. If thou be a child of God, thou wilt seek thy Father's face
and live in thy Father's love. Pray that you may be holy, humble,
zealous and patient, have closer communion with Christ and enter
oftener into the banqueting-house of His love. Pray that you may be an
example and a blessing to others and that you may live more to the
glory of your Master. Let your motto be "continue in prayer".

l 0 l
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Satisfaction Unto Saturation
W. J. McDOWELL (Belfast)

No man ever spoke like the Lord Jesus. He could use few words to
express a fulness of meaning. When He said: "Blessed are they which
do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be fi l led" (Matt.
5:6) ,  He brought  before us.  in tense crav ings,  per fect  r ighteousness,
complete happiness, and absolute satisfaction.

I .
INTENSE CRAVINGS. Very few of us, who read these pages, have

ever known the pangs of hunger, or the agonies of thirst. Hunger drove
a woman to boil her son for food (2 Kings 6:29). After the slaughter of
a thousand Phil istines the mighty Samson was in danger of dying of
thirst (Judges 15:18). Combine these two appetites, and we get a
picture of intense cravings for satisfaction. These are the desires of a
living person, since a dead body has no longings. He who has
discovered his spiritual poverty, and mourns over his sins, and meekly
agrees with God (Matt. 5:3-5) has surely received eternal l i fe. Hunger
and thirst are continually recurring desires. One dinner wil l not suffice
for a l ifetime. The blessed or happy person is not the one who feels that
he has no need for further growth in grace. His soul may be cast down
with a sense of unfulfi l led aspirations, yet he wil l feel some measure of
contentment. In Spurgeon's "Treasury of David" we read that "Dr

Chalmers, after kindling churches and arousing nations to their duties,
summed up his own attainments in the word 'desirousness', and took as
the text that best described his inner state, that passionate, almost
painful cry of David, 'My soul breaketh for the longing that it hath
unto thy judgments'. But how grand was the attainment! To be in old
age as simple as a l itt le child before God! To be sti l l  learning at
threescore years and ten! How beautiful seem the great men in their
s impl ic i ty ! "  (Vol .  V l :63) .

l t .
PERFECT RIGHTEOUSNESS. We should note that these cravings

are for righteousness, not for peace, not for mercy, not for happiness.
It is decfared in Deut. 6:25: "lf we are careful to obey all this law before
the Lord our God, as he has commanded us, that wil l be our
righteousness" A partial obedience wil l not suffice, since James points
out that "Whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one
point ,  he is  gui l ty  of  a l l "  (2:10) .  "Fool ish,  then,  are the schoolmen,
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who deem partial righteousness, as they call i t, to be meritorious; for
this passage," says Calvin, "and many others, clearly show that there is
no righteousness except in a perfect obedience to the law".

Every man has tris longings. As Trench expresses it: "Man is full of
hungers and thirsts; a fact which may, indeed, be his heaven, yet may
also be his hell" (Studies in the Gospels, page 103). Appetites for sin, if
yielded to continually, wil l lead to destruction, but this Fourth
Beatitude assures us that strong desires for righteousness is the way to
true blessedness.

I I I .

CON'IPLETE HAPPINESS. "Blessed" can be translated "happy",

and in each one of the Beatitudes it is used in the plural number,
suggesting complete happiness or blessedness. Those who have such
deep longings after righteousness 'want to please God, since
righteousness and justice are the foundation of His throne (Ps. 89:14,
97:2). "To hunger and thirst after righteousness", says Dr M. Lloyd-
Jones, "is to long to be l ike the New Testament man, the new man in
Christ Jesus. That is what it means, that the whole of my being and the
whole of my life shall be l ike that. Let me go further. It means that
one's supreme desire in l i fe is to know God and to be in fellowship with
Him, to walk with God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit in the
light. 'Our fellowship', says John, ' is with the Father, and with his Son
Jesus Christ'. He also says, 'God is l ight, and in Him is no darkness at
all ' . To be in fellowship with God means to be walking with God the
Father, Son and Holy Spirit in the l ight, in that blessed purity and
holiness. The man who hungers and thirsts after righteousness is the
man who longs for that above everything else". (The Sermon on the
Mounr.  Vol .  I .  79) .

Such a l ife as described above is certainly blessed. It is to have intense
desires to fulf i l  the purpose of our creation, which is to glorify God,
and to fulf i l  the purpose of our redemption, that is, to be conformed to
the image of His Son.

I V .

ABSOLUTE SATISFACTION. Jamieson. Fausset and Brown's
Commentary translates "fi l led" as "saturated". What blessedness to
have our longings satisfied unto saturation!

The word "for" or "because" occurs in all the Beatitudes. The poor
in spirit are happy because they are heirs of the Kingdom of Heaven.
Those with intense cravings are blessed, not because they have such
longings, but because they shall be satisfied.
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Such satisfaction cannot be self-produced. Can a hungry man
appease his hunger by devouring the flesh of his own arm? Can thirst be
quenched by drinking our own blood? The hungry and thirsty must be
satisfied with supplies outside themselves.

There are two ways of being righteous. The Apostle mentions them in
Phil. 3:9. The first he calls "Mine own righteousness, which is of the
law", or, "self-achieved righteousness...based on my obedience to the
Law's demands" (Amplif ied N.T.). Concerning this righteousness the
Apostle quotes Moses as saying that "the man which doeth those things
shall l ive by them" (Romans 10:5). But the man who does not do all the
commandments is spiritually dead. Here then is a vicious circle. The
person dead in sin must keep the Law to l ive, but since he is dead he
cannot "do those things". There can be no perfect righteousness by our
own efforts.

But Paul speaks also in Phil. 3:9 of "the righteousness which is of
God by faith." In his commentary on "Romans" Dr. C. Hodge
remarks that the well known words, "The just shall live by faith", may
be pointed "The just by faith, shall l ive", or, "The just, by faith shall
live". "The former is more consistent with the immediate object of the
apostle, who is speaking of a ' justness by faith"'. He who has faith in
the Lord Jesus is counted righteous, and this righteousness coming
from God is "the righteousness which God's righteousness requires
Him to require", to use a sentence from Dr Hugh Martin on "the

Atonement" (p. 195).
This imputed righteousness is always accompanied by implanted

righteousness. He who has been justified by faith has been born again;
he has eternal life. This eternal life in the day of our glorification will
result in our being fully conformed to the image of our Saviour. "When

He shall appear, we shall be l ike Him; for we shall see Him as He is".
Then truly we shall be satisfied unto saturation.

"Bodily hunger", says Thomas Watson, "cannot make a man so
miserable as spiritual hunger makes him blessed.... lt is happy when,
though we have not what we should, we desire what we have not. The
appetite is as well from God as the food" (The Beatitudes, p. 123).

"His way was much rougher and darker than mine;
Did Christ, my Lord, suffer, and shall I repine?"
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Protestant Beacon
The f)anger of Christian

Complacency
JOHN CHARLES RYLE, D.D. ,  Bishop of  L iverpool  -  1880-1900

The times require distinct and decided views of Christian doctrine.
I cannot withhold my conviction that the professing Church is as

much damaged by laxity and indistinctness about matters of doctrine
within, as it is by sceptics and unbelievers without. Myriads of
professing Christians nowadays seem utterly unable to distinguish
things that differ. Like people afflicted with colour-blindness, they are
incapable of discerning what is true and what is false, what is sound and
what is unsound. If a preacher of religion is only clever and eloquent
and earnest, they appear to think he is all right, however strange and
heterogeneous his sermons may be. They are destitute of spiritual sense,
apparently, and cannot detect error...The only positive thing about
them is that they dislike distinctiveness and think all extreme and
decided and positive views are very naughty and very wrong!

These people live in a kind of mist or fog. They see nothing clearly,
and do not know what they believe. They have not made up their minds
about any great point in the Gospel, and seem content to be honorary
members of all schools of thought. For their lives they could not tell you
what they think is the truth about justif ication, or regeneration, or
sanctif ication, or the Lord's Supper, or baptism, or faith, or
conversion, or inspiration, or the future state. They are eaten up with a
morbid dread of controversy and an ignorant dislike of party spirit; and
yet they really cannot define what they mean by these phrases. And so
they live on undecided; and too often undecided they drift down to the
grave, without comfort in their religion, and, I am afraid, often without
hope.

The explanation of this boneless, nerveless, jelly-fish condition of
soul is not diff icult to find. To begin with, the heart of man is naturally
in the dark about religion-has no intuitive sense of truth-and really
needs instruction and il lumination. Besides this, the natural heart in
most men hates exertion in religion, and cordially dislikes patient,
painstaking inquiry. Above all, the natural heart generally l ikes the
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praise of others, shrinks from coll ision, and loves to be thought
charitable and liberal. The whole result is that a kind of broad religious
"agnosticism" just suits an immense number of people, and specially
suits young persons. They are content to shovel aside all disputed points

as rubbish, and if you charge them with indecision, -they wil l tell you: 'I

do not pretend to understand controversy; I decline to examine
controverted points. I daresay it is all the same in the long run." Who
does not know that such people swarm and abound everywhere?

Now I do beseech all to beware of this undecided state of mind in
religion. It is a pesti lence which walketh in darkness, and a destruction
that kil leth in noonday. It is a lazy, idle frame of soul which, doubtless,
saves men the trouble of thought and investigation, but is is a frame of
soul for which there is no warrant in the Bibie. For your own soul's
sake, dare to make up your mind what you believe, and dare to have
positive, distinct views of truth and error. Never, never be afraid to hold
decided doctrinal opinions; and let no fear of man and no morbid dread
of being thought party-spirited, narrow, or controversial, make you rest
contented with a bloodless, tasteless, colourless. luke-warm,
undogmatic Christianity.

Mark what I say. If you want to do good in these times, you must
throw aside indecision, and take up a distinct, sharply-cut, doctrinal
religion. If you believe l itt le, those to whom you try to do good wil l
believe nothing. The victories of Christianity, wherever they have been
won, have been won by distinct doctrinal theology; by tell ing men
roundly of Christ's vicarious death and sacrif ice; by showing them
Christ's substitution on the cross, and His precious blood; by teaching
them justification by faith, and bidding them believe on a crucified
Saviour; by preaching ruin by sin, redemption by Christ, regeneration
by the Spirit; by lifting up the brazen serpent; by telling men to look and
live, to believe, repent, and be converted. This-this is the only teaching
which for centuries God has honoured with success, and is honouring at
the present day both at home and abroad...

It is doctrine, clear, ringing doctrine which, l ike the ram's horns at
Jericho casts down the opposition of the devil and sin. Let us cling to
decided doctrinal views, whatever some may please to say in these
times, and we shall do well for ourselves, well for others, and well for
Christ's cause in the world.

The times require of us an awakened and livelier sense of the
unscriptural and soul-ruining character of Romanism.

This is a painful subject; but it imperatively demands some plain

speaking.
The facts of the case are very simple. No intell igent observer can fail

to see that the tone of public feeling about Romanism has undergone a
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great change. There is no longer that general dislike, dread, and
aversion to Popery, which was once almost universal in this realm. The
edge of the old British feeling about Protestantism seems blunted and
dull. Some profess to be tired of all religious controversy, and are ready
to sacrif ice God's truth for the sake of peace. Some look on Romanism
as simply one among many forms of religion, and neither worse nor
better than others. Some try to persuade us that Romanism is changed,
and not nearly so bad as it used to be. Some boldly point to the faults of
Protestants, and loudly cry that Romanists are quite as good as
ourselves. Some think it fine and liberal to maintain that we have no
right to think anyone wrong who is in earnest about his creed. And yet
the two great historical facts, (a) that ignorance, immorality and
superstition reigned supreme in England 400 years ago under Popery,
(b) that the Reformation was the greatest blessing God ever gave to this
land-both these are facts which no one but a Papist ever thought of
disputing fifty years ago! In the present day, alas, it is convenient and
fashionable to forget them!...

The causes of this melancholy change of feeling are not hard to
discover.

It arises partly from the untiring zeal of the Roman Church
herself. Her agents never slumber or sleep. They compass sea and land
to make one proselyte. They creep in everywhere, like the Egyptian
frogs, and leave no stone unturned, in the palace or the workshop, to
promote their cause. (b) It has been furthered immensely by the
proceedings of the Ritualistic party in the Church of England. That
energetic and active body has been vilifying the Reformation and
sneering at Protestantism for many years, with only too much success.
It has corrupted, leavened, blinded, and poisoned the minds of many
Churchmen by incessant misrepresentation. It has gradually familiarised
people with every distinctive doctrine and practice of Romanism-the
real presence-the mass-auricular confession and priestly absolution-the
sacerdotal character of the ministry-the monastic system-and a
histrionic, senslrous, showy style of public worship-and the natural
result is, that many simple people see no mighty harm in downright
genuine Popery! Last, but not least, the spurious l iberality of the day
we live in helps on the Romeward tendency. It is fashionable now to say
that all sects should be equal-that all creeds should be regarded with
equal favour and respect-and that there is a sub-stratum of common
truth at the bottom of all kinds of religion, whether Buddhism,
Mohammedanism, or Christianity! The consequence is that myriads of
ignorant folk begin to think there is nothing peculiarly dangerous in the
tenets of Romanists-and that we ought to let Romanism alone and
never expose its unscriptural and Christ-dishonouring character.

107



108 The Gospel Mogazine

The consequences of this changed tone of feeling, I am bold to say,
wil l be most disastrous and mischievous, unless it can be checked...

I warn all who read this, and I warn my fellow-churchman in
particular, that the times require you to awake and be on your guard.
Beware of Romanism and beware of any religious teaching which,
witt ingly or un-witt ingly, paves the way to it.

For Christ's sake, for the sake of our country, for the sake of our
children, let us not drift back to Romanish ignorance, superstit ion,
priestcraft, and immorality. Our fathers tried Popery long ago, for
centuries, and threw it off at last with disgust and indignation. Let us
not put the clock back and return to Egypt.Let us have no peace with
Rome till Rome adjures her errors and is at peace with Christ. Till
Rome does that, the vaunted re-union of Western Churches,
which some talk of, and press upon our notice, is an insult to
Christianity.

Read your Bibles and store your minds with Scriptural arguments. A
Bible-reading laity is a nation's surest defence against error. I have no
fear for Protestantism if the laity wil l only do their duty. Read your
Thirty-nine Articles and "Jewell 's Apology," and see how those
neglected documents speak of Romish doctrines. We clergymen, I fear,
are often sadly to blame. We break the first Canon, which bids us
preach four times every year against the Pope's supremacy!

Too often we behave as if "giant Pope" was dead and buried, and
never name him. Too often, for fear of giving offence, we neglect to
show our people the real nature and evil of Popery.

I entreat my readers, beside the Bible and Articles, to read history
and see what Rome did in days gone by...

Think twice before you give way to the prevailing tendency to favour
Popery and go back to Rome.

The Reformation found Englishmen steeped in ignorance and left
them in possession of knowledge-found them without Bibles and placed
a Bible in every parish-found them in darkness and left them in
comparative l ight-found them priest-ridden and left them enjoying the
liberty which Christ bestows-found them strangers to the blood of
atonement, to faith and grace and real holiness, and left them with the
key to these things in their hands-found them blind and left them
seeing-found them slaves and left them free. For ever let us thank God
for the Reformation! It l ighted a candle which we ought never to allow
to be extinguished or to burn dim. Surely I have a right to say that the
times require of us a renewed sense of the evils of Romanism, and of the
enormous value of the Protestant Reformation!
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James Barrv r64r-t7rs
FRANCIS COXON

James Barry was born in Ireland in 1641, the son of a bishop, and
nephew of the Lord Chief Justice of lreland. The first of the many
rvonders which the providence of God effected, in preserving him from
death, as recorded by himself, was as follows. "Being put out to nurse
to an Irish papist, in the times of trouble, before Ireland was reduced,
my nurse, about the latter end of January, fearing, as she at least
pretended, the rage of the Irish soldiers, lest they should inhumanly
butcher me, or rather, kil l  herself and husband, for offering to nurse a
heretic's child, as they called me, cast me out upon a dunghil l, in a great
snow, where I had undoubtedly perished, had not Providence sent relief
in the very nick of t ime, which was thus effected. At the same time,
when I lay in that most deplorable condition in the snow, no eye pitying
me, there was a servant of my father's down in the country, about
concerns of my father's, who as he was returning home, declining the
road which was his proper way, takes another road which directly led
him through the vil lage where I was, he not knowing in the least any
ground or reason why or wherefore he should leave the high and
common road, to pass through that vil lage; but, f inding in himself a
strange impulse upon his spirit, he gave way; and, as he passed through
the street, between the house from whence I had been cast and the
dunghil l where I lay, hearing the most lamentable and piteous cry of a
young infant, as he apprehended, out of doors, stops his horse to see
where the infant lay, but the snow being deep, and it snowing apace, he
could perceive nothing; but, following the voice of the cry, he was led to
the place where I lay. He forthwith knocks at the door next to the
dunghil l, to enquire after the cruel and unnatural mother of that poor
dying infant on the dunghil l, or to entreat somebody to take pity on so
despicable an object. On this, my nurse informs the man whose child t
was, with the whole of my circumstances. No sooner had he understood
who I was, but he runs to the place where I lay, takes me up, wrapping
me in his cloak, and brings me home to my parents, f ifteen long miles,
without the least nurture of breast or spoon, for the support of decaying
nature." May the spirtual reader discern in the foregoing the over-ruling
providence of the Lord.

EARLY YEARS, AS RELATED BY HIMSELF
When I was between fourteen and fifteen years of age, or therabouts,

as near as I can remember, the Lord was pleased to dart some
beginnings of conviction into my soul, which was after this manner.
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One Lord's Day, as I was in the height of vigour in profaning God's
holy day with the rude and ignorant papists, there was darted into my
conscience, like an affrightening flash of lightning from above, this
apprehension and thought, viz., that I must either be converted, or else
sent to hell to be damned. This arrow, being shot out of His bow who
never misses the mark at which He shoots, took up its lodging within
me; but what to make of it, or what the meaning of it should be I was as
far to seek as a beast, so ignorant and brutish was I, the Lord knows'
But though I knew not from whence it came, or what its tendency
would be, yet, being a messenger from God, it maintained its ground,

stuck close by me, accompanied me wherever I went, putting me
sometimes into a sweat, sometimes into inward shiverings of soul,
sometimes into distracting and perplexing cogitations what it should be.
At length I began in my thoughts to fix on something what this strange
thing should be, or means; and the result came to this. I did conceive
and apprehend that hell and damned were some ugly, frightful, and
dangerous thing, to the which should I be brought I should be a sad and
undone creature for ever. As to the other, viz; converted I did verily
think it meant no more than the leaving off, or ceasing from those mad
and youthful pranks of profaning the Sunday, as I then called the
Lord's Day, with several other immoralit ies to which I had been
exceedingly and wretchedly addicted; and in the stead or room of those
vain and wretched practices; to fall upon a serious and sober being;
both of which, I fully concluded, lay within the compass of my own free
will and natural power to effect. But the fixed apprehensions I had of
being sent to hell to be damned, in case I became not and continued a
convert, did abundantly outdo all the oppositions which lay, or met me
in my way of strict and religious l iving. On I went, notwithstanding the

many and great oppositions I found myself encompassed with

abounding and increasing, rather than declining or abating, either in
duties or ardent zeal in doing them. My proficiency in morality, and the
advance I made in zeal for the church and the liturgy and service
thereof, were so conspicuous and manifest, that I became the talk of all
sorts of people, especially those who stood related to my family. Letters
and persons who passed to and fro, giving an account, in city and
country, what a strange alteration and admirable change there appeared
in their cousin, J. Barry, and what a wonderful practiser of piety he was

become. This was so noised abroad, that I could scarce look or speak, or
pass in or out where people were, but I had somewhat or other brought
into discourse concerning my forwardness and zeal in religion. And
notwithstanding I was at that t ime but a hypocrit ical formalist, and a
painted legalist, knowing nothing of Jesus Christ and the covenant of
grace, no, not so much as in the notion, yet I was frequently troubled
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and ashamed to hear mention made of my activity and zeal to serving
and worshipping God; so far was I from either designing or desiring to
make the world privy to my intention of going to heaven.

ln this way I continued for about six or seven years after my first
arvakenings, frequenting the church and its appointed service, and
growing blind in pharisaical zeal for the moral law and divine service
book, unti l I had, in my own apprehension and conceit, arriyed at a
high pitch of confidence, that I was, beyond all dispute, really
converted, and that subsequently I should be saved, and go to heaven.
Yes, I did frequently reckon and account with myself, that if but two in
the world should go to heaven, I should certainly be one of the two, and
that because I was certainly converted, and had taken so much and
great pains in doing good and shunning evil. I had no fear or jealousy
lodged in me about God's accepting my person, and His having regard
to my numerous and zealous performances of duty, both private and
publ ic .

My extraordinary inclinations to the ministry, and that matchless zeal
which appeared in me for the church, that love and veneration I had for
its liturgy, ceremonies, and clergy, especially its prelacy, gave my father
and other relations great hopes that I should be an honour to the family
and a man of no ordinary figure in the orb of the church.

THE SPIRIT OF BONDAGE
When I was about twenty one years of age, in the very heat and

height of my zeal in prosecuting that righteousness, consisting of that
negative and positive obedience which the law morally enjoins and
requires as the condition of l i fe and salvation, it pleased God to send
forth the spirit of bondage to seize me, to the end that I might be
instructed, and fully convinced how vain my confidence of being saved
and going to heaven, in that self-pleasing way of legal righteousness,
was. The manner of it was thus. Being, on the day called Easter
Monday, at nry cathedral devotion, in the place called Christ Church, in
Dublin, a place I constantly frequented, and a place which I more
zealousy loved and venerated than any place in the world besides; for I
verily conceited in myself it was as the very entrance into heaven itself;
after the service was ended, one Dr. Golborn preached; his text was
Eph. v. l4; "Whereforth he saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and arise
from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light." A good and choice text;
but how well or i l l  handled I must acknowledge myself to have been, at
that time, a very incompetent judge to say or determine. About the
middle of the sermon, as near as I could guess, there was darted into my
mind this sad and kil l ing thought, viz., that I had the day before
received the sacrament unworthilv. which sad thousht was backed with
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that of I Cor: 11:29: "For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily,
eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord's
body." This sad and dismal thought, backed, as I said, with that
scripture just now quoted, and not any word spoken by the preacher,
was that which seized my mind, and let in the spirit of bondage upon
me. To the minister of the parish I went, from whose hands I had
received the sacrament but the day before, not knowing but that he
might administer some kind of relief to one in my condition. He
mentioned some texts of scripture, thereby hoping to have given some
relief to my weary, gasping soul; but all in vain, God's time of healing
having not yet come. He at length advised me to ride in the country to
visit my father and other relations, and by that means, as also by
exercising myself with such exercise as I formerly delighted in, as
shooting with the gun, and angling, to divert my melancholy thoughts.
This I was glad to hear of, my own inclinations leading me so strongly
to it. I had only an inclination, but was advised to visit my father in the
country; in order whereto I thought it convenient to acquaint his
lordship therewith. My Lord begins with, "James, what ails you? What
is the matter? I hear you go privately to ministers; there is somewhat ails
you. What is it?" I perceiving by my lord's discourse that the minister
of the parish had acquainted my lord with my case, found myself far
more uneasy than before. My lord, perceiving by my looks and speech
that I was in good earnest effectually wounded, with tears in his eyes,
and with the greatest concernedness for me, began to play the spiritual
physician, asking me, with great earnestness, what gross and crying
sins, as adultery, murder, and the l ike, could one of my years be guilty
of, as to occasion my falling into despair of mercy. Having thus applied
myself to seven or eight of the ablest and most famed of the fathers and
dignitaries of the Church of England then in Dublin, and finding, by
woeful and sad experience, how little they understood my case, and
how vastly short they proved in helping me in my extremity, I concluded
my case to be altogether desperate and hopeless. "When I say, my bed
shall comfort me, my couch shall ease my complaint; then thou scarest
me with dreams, and terrif iest me with visions." Job.7:14. As it was
with Job, so it was with me.

THE SPIRIT OF ADOPTION

The last day of my bondage state, when I looked for nothing but my
going down to the nethermost hell; in the inconceivable horror and
amaztng consternation of my spirit, there was a place of scripture which
ran in my thoughts from morning to bed time. The place of scripture
was Isaiah 43:25, "1, even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions
for mine own sake, and wil l not remember thy sins." This scripture got
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hold of my thoughts, that albeit I no more understood the sense of
meaning of the Spirit of God in it, or how it came into my mind that
day, than a pagan that never knew anything of the true God, yet I could
not possibly keep my thoughts fixed on anything all the day but on that
very scripture, rolling and tumbling the bare words in my thoughts
incessantly thus: "I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions
for mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins." And so all the day
till bedtime. I was somewhat astonished at the change which I found in
myself in reference to my thoughts about the scriptures, for, whereas
before, during the state of my spiritual bondage, which was between
three and four years, I could think of no scriptures but such as treated
of damnation, of falling away, and of sinning against the Holy Ghost;
always applying the same to myself, desperately concluding that my
own doom was in those terrible scriptures set forth and discovered, I
that day forgot those terrible scriptures, and could, as I said, think of
nothing but that place in Isaiah 43:25, and that, without the least
apprehension what the sense of the Spirit in these words should be, or
how or wherefore that scripture should make such a forcible entry into
my mind and thoughts as to eject and banish from my thoughts and
remembrance and the other terrible scriptures, by the wrong application
of which, my state and condition became, to my own sense and
thoughts, equal to that of the demned.

But it so pleased God, that by His enabling me to understand the
mind of his Spirit in that text, I soon became convinced that I had taken
wrong methods in order to get from under the law's curse, and to have a
settled peace in myself. The course I had been taking for relieving my
wounded spirit, I perceived to be directly contrary to the gospel way of
saving lost sinners. I was all for doing and working; and the more works
I did the farther I found myself from true peace and comfort. My chief
and only work now was believing in the Son of God, in whom alone
that righteousness is to be found which reconciles a sinner to an
offended God. From the text above mentioned, the covenant of God's
free grace in Christ was explained and laid before the eyes of my
enlightened understanding; the terms whereof I found were as far wide
of, or contrary to, the way to which the covenant of works directs for
attaining life eternal. There was held, as it were, a court of enquiry in
my soul. The Holy Ghost, the Spirit of love and liberty delivered me
from that legal spirit of bondage by which I was chained to the
wounding, killing, and terrible sentence of the law, and operated as the
Spirit of adoption, to consummate a sweet, a blessed marriage between
the Lord Jesus Christ, God's only Son, and a poor, lost, and undone
prodigal, who, as Adam's child, was born heir of the curse. He made
plain discoveries to me of Christ's almightiness to save and reconcile to
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God the worst and most wretched of sinners; and that the righteousness
which He, as mediator between God and sinners, hath wrought, is the
only righteousness by which a sinner is to be justified and accepted of
God, for the sake and merit of His Son's obedience to the law, both
passive and active, doth frankly and freely pardon and forgive the poor
rebel's transgressions committed against the moral law, as if he had
never committed them; and accounting the whole of that righteousness
of Christ, both active and passive, as truly the sinner's as if the sinner
had personally performed the same himself, and that in a way of free
imputation. He discovered to me, and persuaded my heart of the full
and complete provision made by God, and made known in the covenant
of grace, for the making completely and eternally happy those souls
who are enabled to believe and rely on Christ Jesus for salvation. In
respect of those and the l ike discoveries which the Holy Ghost makes to
the elect in effectual calling, and between that and their arriving at
glory, he is styled the Spirit of Manifestation and of Revelation. I Cor.
12:7;  John 16:14;  17:6;  Eph.  l :17.  Soon af ter  th is ,  the care and
providence of Christ, my Shepherd, directed me to attend the ministry
of Samuel Mather, with who afterwards I sat down in full
communion to my soul's great comfoi- and edification, in the
knowledge of Christ. Notice being taken in the family where I lived,
that I discontinued going to the cathedral worship, the which I attended
with a more than ordinary zeal, and that I was not seen at the parish
church on Sabbath days; the eyes of my observers were upon me. Many
and sharp were the combats wherewith I encountered from my own
relations. My father, in the presence and hearing of at least forty of our
family, took me to task about my principles; and in regard of the small
hopes he had of convincing me of his arguments he used, he openly
declared his resolution never to own me for his son unless I forsook the
meetings and came to the church and service again as formerly. And
this, sir, said my father, I think fit to tell you before all these friends, to
the end you may take it into serious consideration whether of the twain
you judge most eligible, to forsake your fanatic opinion and
schismatical companions, or to be deprived of the love and affections of
a father. And know it, sir, said he, that I do, by the authority of a
father, command you require you to fix on whether of these two you
intend to choose, and that. within a week. If you resolve to hold your

new opinion, I charge you to quit my lord's house and provide another
lodging. And, as for me, I charge you that you come not near my doors.
To this James replied: That I hope better things of you than to see you
act so unnaturally in letting your child perish for want of necessaries of
life, and that because I dare not act against my conscience. That in case
you do resolve to persist in this your resolution, I am as fixedly resolved
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in casting myself on the promise and providence of God, whatever
comes of me in this world. And, before I will act herein against the light
of God's word and the dictates of my conscience, I hope I shall be
enabled to choose rather to die with Lazarus on the dunghill for want of
bread. My father kept his resolution, and I, through the special grace of
God, have been able to keep mine. Soon after his father and friends had
cast him off, he much wanted to borrow a book that was in his father's
library, but knowing that he could not get the loan of it himself, he got a
friend to borrow it as for his own use. His father lent it to James' friend,
but suspecting it was for his son, wrote this text on the blank sheet:
"The wicked borroweth, and payeth not again." When James had read
it, he returned it, having written the last clause of his father's text on the
same blank sheet: "But the righteous showeth mercy, and giveth," Psa.
37:21. Hinting, that if he had been the righteous man he feigned to be,
he would have given it to his son, and then there had been no fear of his
acting the wicked man's part, in not paying again.

CALL TO THE MINISTRY
He was called to the public ministry in Dublin, where he laboured

with great success, which also made him the butt of Popish rage; on
which account his friends advised him to leave the country, but he
refused, saying, God had called him to the work, and would defend him
in it. After suffering great persecutions, which developed so seriously
that a Papist offered one hundred pounds for his head to any of his
soldiers who would take him alive or dead. He was prevailed upon,
much against his own inclination, to be put into a coach in what was
then called a woman's riding-hood, and was taken to the water side, but
on the road was stopped by some of the soldiers who were seeking him,
who, looking into the coach, and hearing him groan as if sick, swore
there was nothing but an old sick woman, and so left him. He boarded a
vessel which friends had provided for him, and was brought over to
England. Leaving his flock in Ireland was a matter of great grief to him.
His affection for his bereaved flock was so great that he kept a list of his
members in his family bible to his death.

He was chosen pastor of a church in Panter's Rents, near Stepney.
Here he contrnued for many years, and in great esteem with his people,
but, owing to indisposition of body, he begged his dismission of them,
in order to take charge of a church at Croydon. From Croydon he
returned to London, in times of persecution, and went and dwelt in the
Mint, in what was then called the Verge of the Court.

HIS WORKS AND LAST DAYS
The many afflictions which he met with in his youth, and those that

attended him in his ministry brought on complications which rendered
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him incapable of the ministerial work for twenty years before his death.
The never-failing providence of God, of which he so sweetly treats,
followed him to the last, which occasioned him often to say, when any
present came in a time of need, "Here is God's basket come again."
When he was first laid aside from the ministry, he was under much
dejection and darkness of mind; but after some time, came to enjoy
great consolations, and endured his afflictions with remarkable
patience and cheerfulness, and a little time before his death said, "I am
nearer my home than ever, I am soon going," and passed away, the 3rd
of July, 1719. He was interred in the Dissenters burying ground, in
Dead Man's Place, and had a head and a foot stone at his grave.
Will iam Huntington (1745-1813), records visit ing the spot, and on the
north side of the ground found a foot stone with J.B. on it, but digging
down about sixteen inches at the head stone, discovered the inscription,
"Here lieth the body of the Rev. James Barry, who departed this life on
the 3rd of July 1719, aged seventy-eight years."

The earthly estate he was heir to was f800 per annum, but his father
thought proper to cut him off, the estate being left to a half-brother. He
esteemed "the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of
Egypt; for he had respect unto the recompense of the reward." Heb.
ll:26.

His works included "A Reviving Cordial for a Sin-despairing Solll,"
f irst published in 1699, and republished by Will iam Huntingdon in
1788, with the tit le, "The Coal-heaver's Cousin rescued from the Bats."
from which most of the foregoing article is gleaned.

Among other works by Barry were: "Particular Redemption;"
"Mystery of the Apple Tree;" and "The Spirit of Prayer."

Oh, for groce our hearts to soften!
Tesch us, Lord, at length to love;
We, alas! forget too often
What a Friend we have qbove.-John Newton
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The Anchor and the
Anchorage

H. SALKELD (CHIPPENHAM)

"Which hope we hsve as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast,
qnd which entereth into thqt which is within the veil, whither the
Forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus". Hebrews 6:19

An anchor is an important and indeed vital part of a ship's
equipment, and so in a spiritual and scriptural sense, an anchor is no
less vital for our never dying souls.

Seamen on board a ship which is overtaken by severe and stormy
weather may well be thankful for some sheltering bay at hand where
they can cast an anchor and ride out the storm. So the Lord's dear
people, in times of storm and stress, greatly need a God-given anchor to
hold them up and to keep them in the day of adversity, when strong
temptations blow.

When the Apostle Paul, according to the divine command, made his
perilous voyage to Rome across the stormy Mediterranean Sea, it is
recorded in Acts 27 "when neither sun nor stars in many days appeared
and no small tempest lay upon us, all hope of being saved was taken
away" and then fearing lest they should be driven upon rocks "they

cast four anchors out of the stern and wished for the day".
If these anchors held firm, then there was a hope of avoiding

complete shipwreck, so how vital were both anchor and anchorage to
those in the ship! Thinking on these lines, brings to mind the opening
words of a hymn: "Will your anchor hold in the storms of l i fe?" and to
every humble child of God, this question wil l surely be very real and
searching.

It may well resolve itself into other questions such as "Have I an
anchor that is of God? and if so, what is it?. Then, where is its
anchorage?"

The Apostle Paul, writing to the Ephesian believers, and referring to
them in their unregenerate state, says that then they were "without hope
and without God in the world" Eph.2:12. In other words they were
without an anchor, but, through the riches of Divine grace in Christ
Jesus, they had been led of the Holy Spirit to flee for refuge to lay hold
on the hope set before them in the Gospel, which hope, said he, "we

have as an anchor to the soul, both sure and steadfast, and which
entereth into that which is within the veil, whither the forerunner even
Jesus, is for us entered".
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Thus it can be said of all the Lord's dear people, who are called by
grace, and called to be saints; "Good hope through grace, the saints
possess, The fruit of Jesus'righteousness and by His Spirit given".
These poor and needy ones (as the Psalmist described himself) have
nevertheless a God-given hope in Christ Jesus, which, as a mighty
anchor to their souls, is able to hold them up, and keep them firm and
steady in the severest storms, in providence or in grace.

It is the storm and tempest which proves the strength and reliability
of the anchor, and this is as true in a spiritual sense, in the dealings of
God with us as in the ordinary course of l i fe. The Psalmist said "For

Thou, O God, hast proved us" Psalm 66:10 and in that and the
following verses he shows that the proving was altogether profitable,
for he says, "Thou broughtest us out into a wealthy place".

As we see that God-given and inwardly wrought hope, is the believer's
anchor, what is its anchorage or shall we say, its anchor ground? It is
surely of vital importance, that when the anchor is cast, it should be
firmly and securely held.

A good many years ago, but within the writer's l i fetime and
remembrance, a small coasting vessel was ploughing its way down the
north coast of Cornwall in heavy seas and very rough wintry weather.
As the l itt le ship approached the vicinity of St. Ives, the Captain
deemed it wise to turn into St. Ives Bay and cast anchor there and wait
unti l the wind decreased. This was accordingly done, but unhappily, the
wind rather than decreasing, became a howling gale; and although
within the comparative shelter of the Bay, so tempestuous was the wind,
that the vessel began to drag its anchor, and fearing lest they should be
driven upon the rocky coast-distress signals were sent out to the St.
Ives Lifeboat. This meant a hazardous crossing of the Bay, against high
seas and gale force winds, but mercifully, all the ship's crew were saved
and brought into St. Ives harbour, and received kind care and attention
at a local hotel. This incident, as well as others of a similar nature,
emphasise the vital importance of a reliable anchor, and a no less
reliable and secure anchor ground; so we may well ask ourselves the
searching question-"where and what is my anchor and my
anchorage?''

If hope in God is indeed the anchor then may we be enabled to follow
on in the words of the hymn:

"Now I have found the ground wherein,
My anchor hope shall f irm remain,
The wounds of Jesus for my sin,
Before the world's foundation slain,
Whose mercy shall unshaken stay,
When heaven and earth are fled awav".
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A God-given, good hope, through grace will surely never find secure
anchor ground, but in a precious Christ and in His atoning blood and
spotless righteousness. All creature merit must and ever will fail us
entirely here and we can humbly and feelingly say:

"Nothing in my hand I bring,
Simply to Thy cross I cling.
Naked come to Thee for dress,
Helpless look to Thee for grace,
Foul I to the fountain fly,
Wash me Saviour or I die".

It is a gracious comfort to a troubled believer to rest assured that no
powers of hell, sin or Satan can ever touch or injure that Cod-given
anchor and that anchorage, which are all secure in a Triune Jehovah.

"Thy anchor once in Jesus cast
Shall hold thy soul t i l l  thou at last,
Him face to face shalt see".

It is oftimes a source of amazement to a God-fearing soul, in looking
back over the storms and tempests of l i fe's journey to remember how
often they feared that they were about to be overwhelmed, yet spared
through Divine mercy, and enabled to say as the Psalmist "l shall yet
praise Him, who is the health of my countenance and my God".

So, may it be ours to exhort one another as the sacred Scriptures bid
and say:

"Be of good courage and He shall strengthen thine heart. Wait I say
on the Lord".

Sovereignty
P. W. H.  LESSEY

Mr. Lessey is the Assistant Editor of "Living Waters" magazine.
The Oxford dictionary gives the meaning of the word sovereign, or

sovereignty, as one who has supreme power and is exempt from external
control. The actual word does not appear in Scripture, but there are
numerous passages in both Testaments which apply its true meaning to
the Eternal God, including, of course, the three Persons who constitute
the Godhead.

The sovereignty of God is disclosed in His attributes, as in His works
and words of command. At the commencement of Scripture, there is a
clear and inescapable instance of this. In the first verse we see His
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sovereignty in action-'ln the beginning, God created the heaven and
the earth." In verse 3 we detect His sovereignty in His word of
command-"Let there be light; and there was light." As we read this
chapter through we continue to trace His sovereignty in His words and
works in creation, which were wonderful indeed, culminating in His
creation of man. "Let us make man..." the use of the plural here,
suggests that the Godhead, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit were acting
together in the creation of man. In our contemplation of these matters
we should remember that sin had not at that time, entered into the
wor ld.

In the history of His people Israel His sovereignty is seen. He chose
Abram with His redemptive purpose in view. His promise to Abram
that in him, that is, in his seed, which was Christ, all nations shall be
blessed, was also a work of sovereignty on His part (Gal. 3:8 & 16).
Whether under the law, or in the dispensation of grace the sovereignty
of God is discernable to those whose spiritual sight is clear. It is true we
are living in a chaotic world. Deluded mankind continues to flounder
on the rocks of his own making and after centuries of fruitless toil, he
has not attained to his ambition to have a world of satisfaction and
peace. Yet the human race continues to attempt to realise its dreams of
satisfaction for all.

Since God is sovereign over all and perfect in His wisdom and ways;
He restrains, constrains and manipulates affairs to His desired end. It is
still true that "in the shadows standeth God, keeping watch above His
own." He has supreme power and is not subject to any control or
influence whatsoever. He ruleth in the armies of the heavens and over
all worlds. "None can stay His hand, or say unto Him, 'What doest
thou?" (Dan.  4:35) .

"Sovereign Ruler of the skies,
Ever grac ious,  ever  wise,
All my times are in Thy hand,
All events at Thy command."

(John Ryland).

Though vine nor fig tree neither their wonted fruit should bear, Though
all the field should wither, nor flocks nor herds be there, Yet God, the
same abiding, His praise shqll tune my voice;
For, while in Him confiding, I cannot but rejoice. -l4tm. Cowper
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The Message of the
Tabernacle

(4) The Ark
Exodus 25; I0-22.

A. V.  McCANDLISH

_ From Fxodus chapter 25 to chapter 40 we read of the making of the
Tabernacle, which served Israel as their temple when they weri in the
wilderness. Moses was given very minute instructions as to every detail
of this tabernacle and its furnishings. He was solemnly charged by
God, "see that thou make all things according to the puft..n tliat was
showed thee in the mount." Heb. 8:5 and Ex. 25;40. why was all this
detail given? and why is it all so carefully recorded in our liible? we are
told that, "whatsoever things were written aforetime, were written for
our learning." Rom. 15:4. I am inclined to believe that the tabernacle
and its layout, and its furnishings were designed by God to be a kind of
visual aid, whereby He could teach Israel, ind us, certain fundamental
lessons about God, and salvation. Think for example about the ark.

The Tabernacle was pitched in the very centre of the camp of Israel.
There was a large outer court shut off from the camp by linen curtains,
and a single entrance on the east side. Inside this "nciosu.. stood the
altar of burnt offering, and beyond this was the brass laver, where the
priests were required to wash their hands and feet. The Tabeinacle itself
was a rectangular tent, which was divided into two appartments. The
first contained the golden lampstand, the table of showbread, and the
golden altar of incense. Behind this altar was the vail; a curtain which
hung from the ceiling to the floor, and which stretched right across the
tent from one side to the other, so as to shut off the furthei appartment
which was called the Holy of Holies. This vail was never'l i ft open.
Inside was the ark of the covenant. It was a box made of accacia wood,
and covered over both inside and outside with plates of gold. The lid
was called the Mercy Seat. It was one slab of solid gold, un-d at each end
there was the figure of a cherub made of beaten-gold. Inside the ark
were the two tables of stone on which were written the ten
commandments. Now what did God intend to teach Israel, and us, in
all this?

L God is a Spirit
In the Holy of Holies there was no visible presence of God, nor was

there any image.. Now Israel had come out of Egypt where there were
many temples, and each one had in it some idol to be worshipped. Some
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of their temples had a similar layout to the Tabernacle. They had an

outer court, and inside this was the temple building, which l ike the

tabernacle had two apartrnents. In the innermost of these was an ark;

but it was a shrine. It had doors in the front which opened to reveal the

idol which was to be worshipped. Now see the difference here. Inside

the ark there was no image of any god to be worshipped; but simply the

twc tables of stone with the ten commandments. But what of the

cherubim? Were they worshipped? What were the cherubim? We read

of them in Gen. 3, rvhen Adarn and Eve sinned Cod cast them out of

the garden of Eden, and placed cherubim, and a flaming sword which

tr.nid every way, to keep the way to the tree of l i fe. Here in the

tabernacle they are looking down on the Mercy Seat as if they

worshipped. The Cherubim are represented in scripture as being always

near to tlod. In Ps. 80; I "Thou that dwellest between the cherubims,

shine forth", and again in Ps 99; L So here these figures of the cherubim

meant that God was really present, but he is a Spirit and not visible.

Since He is a Spirit there could be no image. This was the clear message

and plain for all to read.

2. God is holY, and righteous
Holy means set apart. Cod is the One who is set apart from

everything else in the universe, for He created it all. He is far above

anything that is in heaven, or on earth, so that He alone is to be

worshipped, and there can be no image of the invisible God. "No man

hath seen God at any time, the only begotten son which is in the bosom

of the Father, He hath declared Him". (shown Him forth.) Jn. l:18'

Cod is righteous.lnside the ark there was no image, but simply the two

tables of the law. This law is the standard of God's righteousness. It

must never be broken, or set aside, it must always be observed and

honoured. This was the standard of righteousness that God required of

men. It sets forth God's wil l for man, it is the law of happiness. Only as

it is kept can we be truly happy; so we learn here God's care for men'

Notice that the Cherubim are looking down on the Mercy Seat' There

on the Mercy Seat are stains of blood. Every year on the Day of

Atonement, the High Priest of Israel was commanded to offer a sin

offering, and ro bring the blood into the Holy of Holies and sprinkle it

before the ark, and on the Mercy Seat. This was because Israel had

sinned, and broken God's law. God could never tolerate sin, and if He

was to dwell in the camp of Israel, and be their God, then their sin must

be confessed, and the sacrif ice appointed by God must be offered, and

the blood sprinkled in this way. It would seem that the Cherubim are

depicted as looking on this blood of atonement, and satisfied that the

law of God was honoured. God could continue to dwell in the camp'

Here then we are taught something of the righteousness of God, and
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also of His mercy. It was God who desired to dwell among His people.
It was God, who showed how this could be. The sacrif ice was not man's
idea, it was Cod's plan, and it must be the sacrif ice which God
appointed, not just what they chose to offer; and it must be offered by
the priest whom God appointed.

3. God said, there I will meet with thee. Ex 25;22.
The lesson was plain; sinful man could only come to God, on the

grounds of a God appointed sacrif ice. There could never be any
deviation from this law. Only on the grounds of a God appointed
sacrif ice could sinful man ever approach, and commune with, or have
any contact rvith a holy, and a righteous God. This lesson sti l l  applies.
When Christ came into the world, He came as God's appointed
sacrif ice. John Baptist introduced Him thus; "Behold the Lamb of
God, that taketh away the sin of the world." Jn. l:29. He offered "one

sacrif ice for sins for ever." Heb. l0; 12. "He entered into the Holy
place, heaven itself, with His own blood, having obtained eternal
redempt ion for  us."  Heb.9;12.  Here is  the inv i tat ion to us,  "Having

therefore brethren boldness to enter into the Holiest bv the blood of
Jesus-let us draw near." Heb. l0; 19-22.

4. See how God's law was honoured
It was there in the ark before the Lord. It must always be honoured.

As the law of God was kept in the ark, so it was kept inviolate in the
heart, and life of our Lord Jesus. So also when we are born again, the
Lord not only forgave our sins, He gave us a new nature. He writes His
law in our hearts. Heb. 8;10. This law must never be set aside, it is to be
the law of our l ives. We are not saved by keeping it; but when we are
saved it does become our delight to love it, and magnify it.

Surely these are the four fundamental lessons that God brought
before Israel all the time that the Tabernacle and the Temple were
standing. They were God's visual aids.

For Younger Readers
CARINE MacKENZIE

A ROYAL MESSAGE

Does the postman bring many letters to your door, Do any of these
letters have your name on the envelope? When you receive a letter with
perhaps an invitation or birthday greetings, you feel so pleased. You
quickly open up the envelope to find out who has been thinking of you
and to read their messaqe to vou.
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Just imagine how excited you would be if one day the postman

delivered to you a letter from Buckingham Palace-an invitation from

the Queen with your name on the envelope.
Not many of us ever receive a letter from the Queen, but do you

realise that in your house you have a very important message from the

King of Kings'? This message to you is the word of God, the Bible. "The

Bible does not have my name on it", you may say. But God's message is

for you. When Cod tells us that all have sinned and come short of the
glory of God then you are included in that 'all ' .  When God 'commands

qll men everywhere to repent'then he means you. When he says that
'whosoever believes in Jesus shall not perish' then that word whosoever
means you, just as surely as if your name were written there.

If you received a letter from the Queen you would be reading it again

and again, making sure that you missed no detail. Even when you were

lying in the bed or riding in the bus or walking along the road, you

would be thinking about this wonderful message.
Does King Jesus' message have that effect on you? Do you read it

over and over again? Do you think of some of the words that you know

by heart when you are lying in bed or sitting in the car. How good to be
like David who said "Thy word have I hid in my heart that I might not

s in against  thee".  (Ps.  1 19.  v .  I  l ) .
If you received a letter from the Queen it is very unlikely that you

would keep quiet about it. You would take it to school to show your

school friends and your teacher. You would tell your relations and your

neighbours. Everyone who came to your house would know about your

message from the Queen.
So also this great message that you have from King Jesus, is a

message to tell others about. Jesus told one man to go home to his

friends and "tell them how great things the Lord hath done for thee"
(Mark 5.19) God gives the needed grace and strength to help you to
"declare his doings among the people, and to make mention that his

name is exalted". (Isa. 12.4)
You would also take great delight in acknowledging the Queen's

letter and thanking her for the invitation. It is right for you to thank

King Jesus for his message in his word. "It is a good thing to give

thanks unto the Lord" (Ps. 92. v. l). 'Thanks be unto Cod for his

unspeakable gift '-the gift of his word and the gift of his only begotten
son.

Quiz
We read in the Bible of several letters being sent, some with good

news-some with bad news, some long and some short. Here are some

extracts from a few of these letters. Who wrote them?
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L "Set ye Uriah in the forefront of the hottest battle, and retire ye from
him that he may be smitten and die." (II Samuel l l)__

2. "I sent straightway to thee, and gave commandment to his accusers
also to say before thee what they had against him. Fareweil." (Acts 23)
3. "Ye see how large a letter I have written unto you rvith mine own
hand." (Calatians 6)
,1. "The Lord your God is gracious and merciful and wil l not turn away
his face from you, if ye return unto him." (l l  Chronicles 30)_
5. "And seek the peace of the city whither I have caused you to be
carried away captives, and pray unto the Lord for it: for in the peace
thereof shall y'e have peace." (Jeremiah 29)_

6. "But godliness with contentment is great gain" (l r im 6)_

Revival Praise
The Gospel  in  the hymns of  A.  M.  Toplady ' ( i i )

W.  J .  PARKER

II .  THE MATURE HYMNS OF TOPLADY'S MINISTRY,
There is a recognisable progress to maturity in Toplady's w<lrk after

his entry into the Ministry. It was expressed in his mature style, his
flowing diction, his deeper understanding of the people to whom he
ministered. His references are more frequently to the everyday
experience of the country people of Devon. A clear example is his most
widely used hymn, "Rock of Ages". Later to write a hymn from his
thoughts while sheltering under the rock in Burrington Combe was
quite natural. A further example from his Hymns on Sacred Subjects is
no 14, as follows:
l .  An anchor la id,  remote f rom honte.  2.  Fain uould I  mount,  fa in uould I  g lou.

Toi l ing I  crv,  sweet Spir i t ,  conte,  And loose my cable f rom belor . r ' ;
Celest ia l  breeze,  no longer stay,  But  I  can only spread my sai l ;
But  suel l  my sai ls ,  and speed mv \ \a) .  Thou, thou must breathe th 'auspic ious gale

As sailors of old, surely every minister learns his need of an
auspicious gale from the Holy Spirit to make his work effective. In the
same spirit comes his prayer before hearing or preaching the sermon:
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Pride of place, No. 1 in this collection, Toplady gave to his

translation ol the Ordination Hymn, 'Veni, Creator Spirits' a hymn

from the early church, f irst translated into English by John Cosin in

1627. This Toplady modernised as:
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L Source of light and Power divine,
Deign r . rpon thy t ruth to shine;
Lord,  behold thy servant  stands,

Lo,  to Thee he l i f ts  h is hands:

Sat isfy h is soul 's  desire,
Touch his l iPs wi th hol l '  f i re!

Source of  l ight ,  and Power d iv ine,
Deign upon thY t ruth to shine.

l .  Come, Holy Chost ,  our souls inspire,

And warm with uncreated fire!

Thou the anoint ing SPir i t  ar t ,
who dost th1' sevenfold gift impart:

Thy blessed unction from above
Is comfort ,  l - i t t ,  and f i re of  love.

L  You r  ha rps ,  ve  t r emb l i ng  sa in t ' .

Down from the willows take:
Lord,  to the Praise of  love div ine,

B id  e r ' 11  \ l r i ng  auake .

2.  Tho'  in a foreign land,
We are not far from home,

And nearer to our house above,
We every moment come

Hope be your anchor strong;
His lov ing Spir i t  the sweet gale,

That wafts you smooth along.
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2. Breathe rh l  Spir i t ,  so shal l  fa l l
Unct ion s* 'eet  uPon us al l ;
T i l l ,  b-v odours scat tered round,
Chr ist  h imsel f  be t raced and found;
Then shal l  ev ' ry raptur 'c i  heart .
Rich in peace and joY dePart :
Source of light and Porver divine,
Deign upon thy t ruth to shine.

2. Enable u'ith perpetual light
The dulness of  our b l inded s ight ;
Anoint  and cheer us al l  our daYs'
wi th the abundance of  thY grace;

Our lbes convert. give peace at home;
Where thou ar t  guide no i l l  can come.

5.  Or,  should the surges r ise,
And peace delay to come;

Blest  is  the sorrow, k ind the storm,
That drives us nearer home

6. The people of  h is choice
He u'ill not cast away:

Yet do not aluaYs here exPect
C)n Tabor's Mount to stay

Subside at  h is contro l !
His lov ing k indness shal l  break through

The midnight  of  the soul .

3.  Teach us to kno$ the Father,  Son,

tni, I ?ii;,1,1iill'"Ji, Ti ;'"",,
This may be our endless song:

Praise to thy eternal  love,
Father,  Son, and myst ic  dove.

Much of the need of weak believers is for comfort in l i fe's troubles,

and for assurance of Cod's care and acceptance of them. In this the

hymns of Toplady are outstanding.
Entit led, "Weak Believers Encouraged", No 16 has sixteen verses'

often abbreviated in the Hymn Books, but full of needed guidance, as it

gently guides the soul through darkness to l ight.

3. His grace wi l l  to the end ?.  When we in darkness walk '

Stionger and brighter shine; Nor feel the heav'nl-v flame:

Nor preient  th ings,  nor th ings to come. Then is the t ime to t rust  our cod,

Shal l  quench the spark div ine.  And rest  upon his name'

, l -  Fast 'ned wi th in the vai l  8.  Soon shal l  our doubts a l td fears,



9. No wonder,  when God's love
Pe r rade r  you r  k i nd l i r r g  b r cas t .

You  u i r h  f o r  eve r  l o  r e l a i n
The heart  t ransport ing guest .

10.  Yet  learn in every state,
To make his i l i l l  your ou'n i

And u 'hen the jovs of  sense depart ,
To walk bv fa i th a lone.

I  L By anr ious fear depress'd,
When f rom the deep ye mourn,

" l  o rd .  uh1  so  ha \ t y  t o  depa r r ,
So tedious in return!"

12.  St i l l  on his p l ighted love
At a l l  events re ly:

The very h id ings of  h is face,
Shal l  t ra in thee up to i t lv .

One of Toplady's most
Assurance of Faith".
i .  A debtor  to mercy alone,

Of 'covenant mercy I  s ing:
Nor fear u ' i th th1'  r ighteousness on.

My person and of fer ingr to hr ing:
The terrors of lalv and of Cod

With me can have nothing to do;
N4y Saviour's obedience and blood

Hide al l  my t ransgression f rom vieu

i .  What tho'  my f ra i l  eyel ids refuse
Cont inual  rvatching to keep,

And punctual  as midnight  reneus,
Demand the refreshment of  s leep;

A sov' rc ign protector  I  have,
Unseen, yet  lbrever at  hand.

Unchangeablv fa i thfu l  to save:
Almighty to ru le and command.
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13 .  Wa i t  t i l l  t he  shadows  f l ee .
$ai t  th) ' '  appointed hour:

\4 'a i t  t i l l  the br idegroonr of  thy soul
Rcveals h is love ui th pouer.

1,1.  The t ime of  love ui l l  come.
When thou shal t  c lear lv see

Not onlv that  he shed his b lood,
But that it flou'ed for thee.

I  5.  Tarry h is le isure then,
Al tho'  he seern to stay:

A momenls intercourse wi th h im
Th1'  gr ief  u i l l  overpay.

16.  Blest  is  thc man, O Cod,
That stays himsel f  on thee!

\ \ /ho uair  for  th1,  sahat ion,  l .ord.
Shal l  thv salvat ion sec.

widely knorvn hymns is No 9, "On The

i i .  I h c  so r k  sh i r l r  l t i .  goodne :s  began .
The arm of  h is st rength u ' i l l  complete;

His promise is .  \ 'ea and Amen,
And never was forfeited yet:

Things future,  nor th ings that  are now,
Not a l l  th ings belou'nor above

Can make his purpose forego,
C)r sever m-v soul from his love.

i i i .  NIv name from the nalms of  h is hancis'Eternitl' 
will not irase;

Imoress'd on his heart  i t  remains
in marks of  rndel ib le grace;

Yes, I to the end shall endure,
As sure as the earnest  rs grven;

Nlore happ-v, bul not more secure,
The glor i f ied spir i ts  in heaven.

One reason that hymns in former days were so long, may be that they
were intended, not for singing, but for private reading. One such hymn
is No 21, called "A Chamber Hymn", reduced in the hymn books to
half its length. lt admirably combines experience and Bible teaching on
varied aspects of the Christian l ife.

i i .  From evi l  secure and i ts  dread,
I  rest  i f  my Saviour is  n igh,

And songs his k ind presence indeed
Shal l  in  the night  season suppl) ;

He smi les and my comforts abound
His grace as the deu'  shal l  descend.

And u 'a l ls  of  salvat ion surround
The soui  he del ights to defend.
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i i i .  Kind Author and ground of  my hope.
Thee, thee,  for  mY Cod I  avow,

My glad Ebenezer set uP,
And own thou hast  helP'd me ' t i l  now;

I muse on the years that are Past,
Wherein my defence thou hast  Prov 'd,

Nor wilt thou relinquish at last
A s inner so s ignal ly  lov 'd.

iv .  Inspirer  and hearer of  PraYer,
Thou feeder and guardian of thine,

My all to thy covenant care
I  s leeping and uaking resign.

l f  thou ar t  my shie ld and mY sun,
The night  is  no darkness to me,

And fast as my moments roll on,
They bring me but closer to thee

Thy ministering spirits descend.
To watch while thy saints are asleep,

By day and by night they attend,
The heirs of salvation to keep;

Bright seraphs despatched from thy throne,
Repair  to the stat ions assign'd,

And angels elect are sent down,
To guard the elect of mankind.

Thy worship no interval knows,
Their  fervour i r  s t i l l  on the wing:

And, while they protect my repose,
They chant to the praise of my king.

I  too at  the season ordained,
Their  chorur for  ever u i l l  jo in:

And love and adore without end,
Their faithful Creator, and mine.

V I

Unfortunately, when such hymns are reduced for modern

convenience, it is the bare bones of doctrine that are kept, and the
personal, the intimate, the remembered experiences of the soul are lost

to view. Toplady was a master of the description of experience in the

christian life, but he was also a master of the art of expressing doctrinal

truth simply and concisely. Here is No. 5, entit led "The Method of

Salvation"

i .  The Father we bless,
Whose dist inguishing grace,

Selected a people to shou' forth thy praise;

Nor is  thy love known,
By election alone;

For,  Oh, thou hast  added the gi f t  of  thy Son.

ii. The goodness in vain
We attempt to explain,

Which found and accepted a ransom for men;
Creat  Surety of  th ine,
Thou didst  not  decl ine

To concur u'ith the Father's most gracious design.

i i i .  To Jesus our f r iend,
Our thanks shal l  ascend,

Who saves to the utmost,  and loves to the end:
C)ur ransom he paid;
In h is mer i t  arrayed

we attain to the glory for which we were made.

iv.  Sweet Spir i t  of  grace,
Thy mercy we bless,

For thy eminent share in the council of peace;

Creat  agent d iv ine,
To restore us is  th ine.

And cause us afresh in thy l ikeness to shine.
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v.  O God, ' t is  thy part ,
To convince and convert,

To give a new life, and create a new hearl;
By thy presence and grace
We're upheld in our race,

And are kept  in thy lo\ ,e to the end of  our days.

v i .  Father,  Spir i t ,  and Son,
Agree thus in One,

The salvat ion of  those he has mark 'd for  h is own:
Let us too agree
To glor i fy  thee,

Thou inef fable One. thou adorable Three.

129

' fhe 
earnest, pleading, passionate mind of the preacher can be

discerned in No. 25, a selection of which reads:

i. Surely Christ thy griefs hath borne, iii. Wear"v sinner, keep thine eyes,
Weeping soul no longer mourn: On the atoning sacrifice:
Vieu him bleeding on the tree, There th'incarnate Deity,
Pouring out his life for thee; Number'd with transgressors see!
There thy every sin be bore, There his Father's absence mourns.
Weeping souls lament no more. Nail'd and bruised and crown'd with thorns.

ii. All thy crimes on him were laid, r'. Cast thy guilty soul on him,
See upon his blameless head Find him mighty to redeem:
Wrath its utmost vengence pours, At his feet thy burden lay,
Due to my offence and yours; Look thy doubts and cares away;
Wounded in our stead, he is, Nou by faith the Son embrace,
Bruis'd for our iniquities. Plead his promise, trust his grace.

v i .  Lord,  thy arm must be reveal 'd,
Ere I can by faith be healed,
Since I scarce can look to thee
Cast a gracious eye on me;
At thy feet, myself I lay,
Shine, O shine my fears away.

To the Countess of Huntingdon, on the occasion of a serious i l lness,
Toplady sent a most lengthy and comforting composition. It has, in
abbreviated form, been included in many hymn books: "my Meditation
of Him shall be sweet. Ps. civ: 34.

N o . 3 l .
i. When languor and disease invade iii. Sweet to look back and see my name

This trembling house of clay In life's fair book set down;
'Tis sweet to look beyond our cage, Sweet to look forward and behold

And long to fly away. Eternal joys my own.

ii. Sweet to look inward and attend iv. Sweet to reflect how grace divine
The whispers of  h is love:  My s ins on Jesus la id;

Sweet to look upward to the place Sweet to remember that his blood
Where Jesus pleads above. My debt of suffering paid.
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v. Sweet on his righteousness to stand,
Which saves from second death;

Sweet to experience day by day,
His Spir i t 's  quickening breath.

r i .  Sweet on His fa i thfu lness to rest ,
Whose love can never end;

Sueel  on his corenant o l  grace,
For a l l  th ings to depend.

vii. Sweet in the confidence of faith
To t rust  h is f i rm decrees;

S\ \ 'eet  to l ie  passive in h is hand,
. {nd knou no wi l l  but  h is.

i .  Father I  rvant  a thankful  heart ,
I  want to taste how good thou ar t .
To plunge me in thy mercy 's sea,
And comprehend thy love to me;
The length,  and depth.  and breadth.

and height
Of lore div inelv inf in i te.

v i i i .  Sueet to re jo ice in l ively hope,
That, when my change shall come ,

Angels will hover round my bed,
And waft my spirit home.

r i i i . l f  such the v iews which grace unfolc is
Weak as i t  is  belou,

What raptures must the Church above
ln Jesu's presence know.

rv.  C) may the unct ion of  these t ruths,
Forever with me stay;

'Till from her sinful cage dismissed
iVIy spirit flies arlay.

I should l ike to conclude this selection from Toplady's hymns on a
note that he felt was thought to be lacking in the church of his day,
though truly present in the l ives of sanctif ied believers-the note of joy,

and thankfulness in the Christian life at the prospect and present
experience of union, spiritual union, with Christ. No xxx, is entit led
"Fervent Desire".

i i. Jesus, my great High Priest above,
My friend before the throne of love!
If non for me prevails my prayer,

l f  nou I  f ind thee pleading there,
Hea r .  and  mr  u t ' a l  pe r i t i on :  j o i n .

Almight l '  Advocate,  to th inc.

i i i .  O sovereign love,  to those I  cry,
Give me thyself, or else I die;
Save me from death, from hell set free,
Death,  h i : ! I ,  are but  the want of  thee:
My l i fe,  my cro\^r ' r ,  nty hear ' 'n  thou ar t l
O may'  I  f ind thee in mv heart l

Christ, the sinner's
hiding place

In the May/June 1983 issue we gave five verses from Jehoida
Brewer's hymn, "Hail, sovereign love, that f irst began" based on
Psalm 32. v. 7. In Gadsby's 'Selection of Hymns' (f irst publ' 1838 and
sti l l  used) the hymn contains eight verses. I set out these verses now so
that any reader interested can read the verses left out and compare the
slight differences in the other five verses.
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Christ  the Sinner 's  Hiding-place.-Ps.  xui i .  7.

HAIL, sovereign love, that first began 5
The scheme to rescue fallen man!
Hail, matchless, free, eternal grace,
That gave my soul  a h id ing-place!

Against  the Cod uho ru les the sky 6
I fought with hand uplifted high;
Despised the mention of his grace,
Too proud to seek a hiding-place.

But thus the eternal counsel ran: 7
"Almighty love,  arrest  that  man!"
I felt the arrows of distress,
And found I had no hiding-place.

lndignant Just ice stood in v iew; 8
To Sinai 's  f iery mount I  f leu;
Bu t  Jus t i ee  c r i ed .  u i t h  f r o *n i ng  {ace .
"This mountain is  no hid ing-place!"

Ere long a heavenly voice I heard,
And Mercy's angel-form appeared;
She led me on, u'ith placid pace,
To Jesus,  as my Hiding-place

Should storms of  seven-fo ld thunder ro l l ,
And shake the globe from pole to pole,
\o f laming bol t  could daunl  m\ '  l 'a(e,
For Jesus is  my Hiding-place.

On him almighty vengeance fe l l ,
That  must  have sunk a wor ld to hel l ;
He bore it for a chosen race,
And thus became their  Hid ing-place.

A few more rolling suns, at most,
Will land me on fair Canaan's coast,
rA'here I  shal l  r ing the :ong of  grace.
And see my glorious Hiding-place.

l 3 l

John Cadsby (son of the hymnwriter) in his 'Memories of
Hymnwriters and compilers of the l7th, lSth and l9th centuries' says
that Mr. Brewer was born in Mommouthshire in l75l or 1752, that he
commenced preaching in his 22nd year and settled at an Independent
Chapel in Livery Street, Birmingham in 1795. He adds that a large
chapel was in course of erection for him when he died, August 24th
1817. He was interred in the ground adjoining the unfinished chapel.
He concludes that the beautiful hymn 'Hail, sovereign love, that f irst
began' was the only one he ever wrote, and that he expressly wished that
no memoir of him should ever be published. Whilst one can understand
the desire for self-effacement and giving the glory to God it dcies seem a
pity that those who have a story to tell of the goodness and rrrercy of
God to their souls should not "tell i t to the generation following".

It is interesting to me to know that the first verse of this hymn was
engraved on a tombstone in the burial ground in front of Salem Chapel
Pump Pail, Croydon. This Cause was founded in l12l and the Chapel
built in 1729. lt was the fore-runner of the present Taniworth Road
Strict Baptist Chapel which was erected in 1866. A special Prayer
Meeting was held on Lord's Day 3rd March 1867 before leaving the old
chapel and similarly a special Prayer Meeting was held on Monday 4th
March in the new chapel to seek the Lord's blessing on the opening
services the next day. In an old history of Croydon it is stated the chapel
at Pump Pail was the oldest church or chapel in Croydon apart from
the parish church which existed from Saxon times.

D . C . R .
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Sermon
PREACHED BY Mr.  G.  J .  COLLIER AT LINSLADE ON LORD'S

DAY EVENING 25th DECEMBER 1983.
"Then said I, Lo, I come; in the t,olume of the book it is writlen of

Me. I delight to do Thy will, O rtty Cod: yea, th!" law is within mv
heart." Psqlm 40; 7.8.

There is only one Person that ever was from Adam's time and ever
u'i l l  be to the end of t ime who could with truth declare such words as
these, and that is the Son of God who prophesies of His coming by such
uonderful words as these, "Lo, I come." That beautiful l i tt le English
'*,ord has a great importance in it, "Lo." You wil l f ind it in a good
many places in the Scripture and always when God is declaring
something of great value or importance. Our special attention is
directed by this word in t-uke (2:9), where the shepherds were abiding in
the field. keeping watch over their f lock by night, "And, 1o, the angel
of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round
about them: and they were sore afraid." It would seem to me that it is a
word that God has specially inserted in His Word to call our attention
to what is of the greatest value and importance, not merely as a
doctrine, not merely as a wonderful fact, but something that is more
vitally important to ,vou and me.

Now we have here, the Lord Jesus prophetically declaring that He
comes, "Lo, I come," and He goes on to tell us why He comes and He
tells also how so much of His coming and of Himself is written in the
Volume of the truth of God. That in itself should make the Bible a very
precious Book indeed. We cannot discard or neglect it when the l-ord
speaks in this kind of language and it is all important too, "ln the
volume of the Book it is written of Me." At the very beginning Cod
came and found Adam and Eve in their pitiful condition having fallen
by disobedience, and the serpent that had caused the downfall of our
first parents, and the Lord God said to the serpent, "And I wil l put
enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her
seed; it shall bruise thy head and thou shalt bruise his heel." (Genesis
3,15.) But notice this, the most unnatural term is used in that f irst
promise given by God, a term that never has been used before, and
never can be used rightly, "the seed of the woman," not of the man.
"Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a Son, and shall call His
Name Immanuel." (lsaiah 7;14). "Thou shalt call His Name Jesus: for
He shall save His people from their sins." (Matt. l:21). The seed of t&e
womqn. That was the first unfolding of this glorious Person in the
Volume of the Book. Then it goes on and on in wonderful ways and
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terms and types and figures and declarations. The promise of His
coming is the great theme of the Old Testament Scriptures. The sure
fact of it is there laid dovvn before us. He wll/ come, and the only hope
of the world is in His coming. "Lo," He says, "l come; in the volume
of the Book it is written of Me."

I think one of the most pleasing things is when a believer comes to the
WorC of God and finds Christ there set forth in it, when they can see
the beauty and the glory of the Word of tmth honouring Him and
setting Him forth and magnifying His Name. There is always a
satisfaction when we can come nearer and nearer to the Lord Jesus in
the Word of God in the Old Testament, just the same as in the New,
" ln the volume of  the Book."

We shall try to look very closely and briefly this evening to the things
which relate to the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ: why He came, for
what purpose He came. and to whom He came and for whom He came.

The first thing, He came to do His Father's wil l, not His own, but His
Father's wil l. He came to perform all things that the Father had set for
Him to do, and to leave nothing undone. The task was enormous, far,
far beyond our comprehension. The descent itself into our nature, the
contraction of the Son of God into the span of humanity was something
far above and beyond our highest comprehension, and this was all part
of the wonderful coming of the Son of God. Have you noticed that
striking word which He spake, the first words that the Holy Spirit
records as coming from His l ips? He said to Mary, "How is it that ye
sought me? Wist ye not that I must be about my Father's business?"
(Luke 2:49). He came for that one purpose above all to do His Father's
business. And oh, the wonders of His doing, the glorious way in which
He accomplised everything. Not a thing was left out-ever.vthing was
included, embraced and accomplished, that the dear Son of Cod came
to do. Let us remember always this, He did all this alone, not with
myriads of angels to support Him and to help Him in any way
whatever, but He stood alone. The Scriptures speak of it in this way,
"Who is this that cometh from Edom, with dyed garments from
Bozrah?... I have trodden the winepress alone; and of the people there
was none with Me." (lsaiah 63: l-3). Oh! I wouid have us have some
sweet comprehension by faith of your Redeemer; if you have a real
Redeemer you can see this in Him and about Him, that He did
everything that you needed to be done for your poor never-dying soul,
and He did it alone, without aid or support. God was with Him. We
read that angels ministered unto Him, but those were only rare
occasions in His l ife on earth, for the main part and the chief part He
was alone. When He came to lay down His l ife and to sacrif ice Himself
for the sake of His people. to pour out His own hearts blood for their

I J J
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redemption, He was alone. He was alone in Gethsemane. He was alone
on the cross of Calvary. He came, then, to do His Father's wil l. "Lo, I
come; in the volume of the Book it is written of Me, I delight to do Thy
u'i l l  O My God."

Secondly, I want us to see another glorious purpose for which the
Lord Jesus Christ came, and this is one of the great mysteries of His
nativity. You see, Christ did not appear suddenly on the scene of this
world. He came in a way that all children come. Every babe that is born
in the world comes in the same way as the Babe of Bethlehem, in the
womb of Mary, the mother. There, through that period of t ime that is
known and prescribed by God He was being formed with the body that
was holy and separate and perfect and harmless, and perfectly free from
sin. He did not partake of His mother's sin. He was the pure, spotless
Son of God, born of a woman. Now, that brings Him so wonderfully
close to His people. You see, if He had come suddenly to appear as a
full grown Man or even as a child on this world, He would never have
come near to His people, but He was born, as dear Mr. Wesley says in
that wonderful hymn which is my favourite:-

"Late in time behold Him come,
Offspring of a Virgin's womb

Veil 'd in flesh the Godhead see,
Hail the Incarnate Deity!"

He came. then. as all other babes come, as a Babe at Bethlehem. Oh
how marvellous, glorious and wondrous this precious truth is!

Now. what did He come for? Let us listen to His own words about
this great and important matter. He first of all came to save sinners. He
says, "I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance'"
(Mark 2:17). Oh then, are you a sinner? Have you known something of
yourself as a real sinner? He came, I verily believe, to save you. You
cannot say to everyone in this world, "Now Jesus came to save you."

We have no right to say such a thing, for one thing, and it would not be
true for another thing in many many cases, but when we say He came to
save sinners, we are speaking the truth of God, and the wonderful thing
about the coming of the Lord Jesus is He came to save sinners, the
worst of men, not the best, but the very dregs of humanity. Those who

were in the miry clay, as this Psalm speaks in its earlier part, those who
were in the very depth of ruin and wretchedness and misery. The
Psalmist says, "I waited patiently for the Lord; and He inclined unto
me, and heard my cry. He brought me up also out of an horrible pit, out
of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock, and established my
goings." (vs. I & 2). When some people read words l ike that they think
of the people in Dartmoor, in the dregs of society. They do not think
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they are included in this, but God will show you clearly and with mighty
force that it is .y-ou that are in this horrible pit, the pit of misery and
degradation, and such a pit that you cannot get out of b.v your own
effort or abil ity. He must save you, and He says, "Lo, I come," "to

save the lost; I come to save sinners." What a glorious coming and what
a glorious Saviour! "Thou shalt call His Name Jesus, for He shall save
His people from their sins." (Matt. l;21).

Thirdly, He came to redeem Israel. Cod had a spiritual Israel in His
mind, His purpose. He made a covenant with these people before the
world began. He wrote their names in the Lamb's Book of Life. He
charged upon His own Beloved Son to go forth into this world to
redeem them and to restore them, to bring them back from their
ruination and to fulf i l  all the requirements of that redemption. Yes, He
came to redeem Israel from all Israel's sins. There is nothing more
glorious, or wondrous in this story of the nativity of the L,ord Jesus, but
the truth that He came to redeem. There, again, I would say this, if you
get a real sense of this time of the nativity of the Lord Jesus into your
heart, you wil l have this tnrth laid deeply into your soul, "Jesus, my
Redeemer," and what a glorious time of the year that wil l be, or any
time, if you only have a revelation of Christ as your Redeemer.

Fourthly, He came to die for the ungodly. Paul writing to the
Romans said, "Peradventure for a good man some would even dare to
die, But God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were
yet sinners, Christ died for us." (Romans 5;7,8). This sweeps away all
merit, all worthiness, all that men may claim to notice and to take into
account, and to mark down on their name and their page, so to speak,
to their credit. It sweeps away all these things. He came to die for the
ungodly. A great many people today, they shun the death of Christ.
They eliminate it from their preaching and writings, and why? Because
it is this truth about it they have to acknowledge, they have gof to
recognise this, that He died for the ungoldly, and they do not l ike it.
They cannot stomach that sort of teaching and therefore they discard it,
write it off for ever. But Christ died for the ungodly. Oh! blessed
Saviour, blessed Babe of Bethlehem! As the hymn-writer says:-

"Born that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth,
Born to give them second birth."

I was in the company of a minister the other day and I said I believed
the nativity of Jesus Christ has brought forth from our hymnwriters
some of the best hymns that ever were written and I am sure that this
hymn of Wesley's is one of the choicest, and most perfect, holy
language concerning the dear Son of Cod.

Fifthly, He came to do the wil l of God, as He says here in this very
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Scripture, that we have taken today, "I delight to do Thy will O My
God." You and I cannot do the wil l of God. We have to find out what
the wil l of God is, and we have nothing to guide us, to teach us; we have
to be shown by God Himself what His holy will is, before we can seek
ever to perform it. But He came to do the will of God. He did not need
to discover it; it was in His heart. And what He did at all times, and
everl' word He spoke ever on earth, was a word in perfect accord with
the holy wil l of God. Now, if the Lord Jesus had deviated one iota from
the will of God, there would have been no salvation for you or me or
anyone else. The Lord God His Father required that He should keep the
law, heal the breaches His people has made in it, and fulfil it perfectly
here on this earth in our body, and in our nature, as a Man to go to the
very end of it for righteousness and to complete it by sealing it with His
own precious blood. He had to keep the law of God. The devil tr ied to
divert Him from it, the enemies of God and truth and righteousness all
sought with one accord to drive Him from it. The very atmosphere, the
very conditions and circumstances in which He lived-He was a Man of
Sorrows all His way from the cradle to the grave-but He kept the law
of God. You cannot; you have broken it, so have I, and a broken law
can never be repaired by us who break it. It must be repaired by Him
who never sinned. "l come to do Thy wil l, O My God." Then listen to
this, "Yea, Thy law is within My heart." Oh you sometimes say, "I do
wish I had more in my heart than I have in my head." It is a good thing
to have a head that can store up and remember and delve into truth, but
it is a far more blessed thing to have the truth of God in the heart. There
you will feel the love for it; there you will feel how much you owe to
Him who gave Himself for your redemption. He says, "Yea, Thy law
is within My heart."

Then the last point I would bring before you is this. He came that His
people "might have life and that they might have it more abundantly."
The beautiful parable that Jesus spoke is found in John l0 where He
speaks about the Good Shepherd and the sheep, and the door, and they
enter in and out and find pasture, and also of the enemies that seek to
destroy God's own sheep and to scatter them abroad, but He says, "I

am come that they might have life, and that they may have it more

abundantly." Everything the Lord did and spoke is a wonderful
demonstration whilst here on earth and now He is in heaven at the right
hand of God is for the benefit and life of all His people. Every touch,
every wonderful token, all that He teaches, all that He gives is "that

they might have life and that they might have it more abundantly'"
Now there is one thing about this time of the year, when we think of

the nativity, If you would really enter into it fully, blessedly, and enjoy
such a season as this, you must seek to know this one thing, has Jesus
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given me more life? Is there more life in my soul? Is there more life in
my faith? A dead faith is a terrible thing, and a dead religion is even
worse, and both are great possibilities in and among even the professors
of religion, but if He gives more life, you will seek that life to come out
and be made evidential in a multitude of ways. Your prayers. Do you
feel it is a mere dead form? Do you go through a series of words and
phrases-or do you feel you are brokenhearted sometimes and can
scarcely bring a word out of your poor l ips, but say, "Lord, make my
prayers real. Give me more life," ln your service. Oh! are you limp and
lacking and wanting so often in serving the Lord? But if the Lord Jesus
comes, He will bring more life, and you will serve Him with eagerness
of spirit and heart and mind, and run in His ways with all diligence, and
nothing will be too hard. No obstacle will be permitted to stand in your
way. This is one thing that wil l mar your happiness at this time, if
anything comes in the way of putting the Lord first, of honouring Him
before everything else. You will then know what deadliness is, and you
will lack the great vital touch that you need, life, eternal life.

Bunyan shows us in his "Pilgrim's Progress" how he saw a man
running for his life. Behind him was the City of Destruction and he was
hastening, though he had a burden on his back, he was hastening with
all speed that was possible to command, and the one word was this in
his heart, "Eternal life-eternal life."

Now, Jesus, the Babe of Bethlehem, came that His people might have
life and that they might have it more abundantly.

My warmest prayer and wish for you all is this at this time of the year,
this season of thanksgiving and remembrance, that you might enjoy the
life of God in your heart, Amen.

BOOK REVIEWS
"John Calvin's Sermons on Timothy and Titus." Facsimile of
1579 Edition. Banner of Truth. Pp 1248. t17.95.

The reasons for publishing this work as it stands are given by Iain
Murray in his preview in the current Banner Magazine. The volume was
translated into English in the second half of the sixteenth century, which
was a time of transition from Middle English to Early Modern English,
so that the reader must be able to understand the changes that have
taken place in the English language over the last four centuries. This is
no mean task, and the serious reader wil l desire to have and use a very
good Etymological Dictionary, as he reads. The publishers could well
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have included at least an explanation of the "Type set" used, on a fly-
leaf .

Perhaps the use of such a volume as this wil l ensure a more careful
attention to the contents than is sometimes given! When we become
conversant with the voiume we shall f ind it a rich store-house of
spiritual truths, and also of l i terary excellence.

One wonderful Sermon is on I Tim. 2. 5-6, dealing with the unique
place of our Lord as Mediator. He says "we must need be quit of our
sins. or else we can never open our mouths to pray to Cod," Then he
explains how the death and passion of Christ effected this release, and
goes on to show how contemporary Romanism robbed Christ of this
unique office by the offering of other human satisfactions for sins, and
at the same time robbed the people of saving faith.

Calvin's language is full of homely i l lustrations, and exhaustive in its
analysis of religious principles. Here are some samples: Some he says
"thought their penny good silver" (p. 13.) Again. "all chieftie and
sovereigntie must be reserved to God alone, and men musl not passe
their tedder (tether), but we must speak to maintain God's cause:"
Again, "we must bring under all loft inesse that l i ft ieth uppe it selfe
against our Lord Jesus Christe, and hold prisoners all mens senses, that
the Gospell may be as it were a bridle. And if there be any that wil l play
the parte of coltes that are broken loose, we must show them, that GOD
hath a sword that always carried with it an execution,..." (p. 18.)
Again, he comments on Christ giving Himself a ransom for us, 'he

abaseth what so ever men might presume uppon touching their own
satisfactions, as they term them...all the world hath abused itselfe at all
t imes, going about to please God with pelting (paltry) trif les, as if a man
should goe aboute to sti l l  a young childes cholor with some babie or
mammet (doll)."

The value of this book is enhanced by the provision of Tables, or as
we should say a Subject Index, which turn it into a vade mecum or
handbook of Christian faith and practice. We hope many wil l make the
effort needed to study these Sermons and reap spiritual benefits sure to
follow.

w . J . P .

The Ministry of Women. H. Salkeld. Pp. 35: f,l post paid. Obtain-
able from Mr. H. Salkeld, 61 Park Lane, Chippenham, Wilts.

This is a delightful little booklet by one of our esteemed contributors.
In it he traces briefly the ministry and influence of women both in
Scripture and subsequent church history. His reference to the late Miss
Ruth Cowell will be of special interest to our readers-she wrote
Wellsprings for some 70 years.
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Mr. Salkeld was prompted to write the booklet following the passing
of his dear wife after 58 years of happy married life.

The booklet is warmly commended. A slight erroi seems to have
crept in on page l7-the mother of Charles and John Wesley rvas
Susanna and not Sarah.

M . H .

Pattern for Life The Ten Commandments. Norman Shields.
Evangelical Press, 262pp, Paperback f,4.95.

Good books on biblical ethics are not numerous. In a day and in a
society such as ours, books like this one are certainly needed. It does not
set out to be either original or scholarly but rather seeks to expound
God's law, as summarised in the Ten Commandments, in a popular and
readable fashion for today's world. The first two chapters deal with the
Old and New Testament background respectively. The rest of the book
consists of ten chapters, one for each commandment.

The only chapter with which I felt unhappy is the one on the Fourth
Commandment. There is much useful information in this chapter but
one is left with the impression that for some strange reason this
commandment, in the main, does not have the abiding character of the
others. He writes; "The New Testament thus leaves the way in which
the individual Christian spends Sunday very much an open question"
(p.10a). He warns against fall ing into Pharisaic Judaism. Man needs
one day in seven to rest but rest might mean sport or a different form of
work (eg. gardening). This weakness arises from a failure to understand
that the Sabbath is a creation ordinance. "God blessed the seventh day
and sanctif ied it" (Gen. 2:3). To sanctify something means to set it
apart for God. This is why the commandment given at Sinai begins with
the word, "Remember". It was not something new. Because he does
not grasp this point he gets all tangled up in the ceremonial legislation.
The Fourth commandment demands rest from labour and from "doing

our pleasure" and a hallowing of the day of God. I also felt that there
was a slight weakness in the treatment of the abortion question. He
argues that as a method of birth control it is wrong but in other
circumstances he leaves it up to the individual conscience eg., rape or a
deformed child. In these cases he fails to recognise the rights of the
unborn child and hence the transgression of the sixth commandment if
the l ife is terminated.

With these qualif ications I recommend this book as a useful
contribution on biblical moralitv.

w.M.

1 3 9
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Sussex Martyrs of the Reformation; E. T. Stoneham; published by
Sussex Martyrs Commemoration Council, 97 London Road, Burgess
Hill, Sussex. Pp. 52. f l.

This is the fourth edition of a booklet f irst published in 1935. It has
proved its worth over the years and we are glad to see that another
reprint has been called for. This useful booklet will help to keep alive
the rnemory of those who otherwise might be forgotten and who laid
down their l ives rather than deny the faith.

A colour film with the same title and based on the book is available
for hire. Enquiries should be made to Mr. B. Snel, 3 Queen Victoria
Avenue. Hove. BN3 6WR. M . H .

The Evangelical Library
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING aTA ANNUAL LECTURE

on Monday, July 2nd, l9E4 at 6.fi) p.m. at
WESTMINSTER CHAPEL SWI

Subject of Lecture:
FROM JOHN SPILSBURY TO ERNEST KEVAN:

the literary contribition of London's oldest Baptist church

Lecturer: REV. ROBERT W. OLIVER (Bradford on Avon)
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Howdowebalance?

This is a very searching guestion in terms of a ministry to
elderly Christians - as the number of people needing to
take up accommodation in our homes increases, so does
the need to balance the demand with a supply of available
accommodation.

1983 proved an encouraging year in this respect, with the
opening of a new care and attention home in Southport, but
this has by no means met the extent of the need.

Will you join us in providing dwing 1984 for a firrther care
and aftention home to be opened in Wantage, so that the
day will be hastened when fr:rther projects at Haslemere
and Stowmarket can be completed. these with a view to
balancing the scales?

Q$liitgrini
JnmlJactily)

175 Tower Eridge Road,
London SEI ZAL
Tel: 0l-40?-5466

Caring tor elderly evangelical Protestant Christians in thirteen
homes throughout England, in bungalows, flatlets, care and
attention and nwsing accommodation.
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SECRETARIAL NOTES

Would readers who have not yet paid for 1984 kindly do so? It is a positive saving in time
and expense for our small office administration when readers remit subscriptions without
our need to send "subscription due" reminder letters. Where payment is made in
currencies other than sterling please add 2590 to the above subscription rate in order to
assist in meeting the negotiation charges made by the bank on all Commonwealth and
foreign transactions, including Eire currency.

We would ask readers kindly lo inform us if they do not wish to continue to receive The
Cospel Magazine.

The Trustees are most grateful for the generous gifts of numerous readers over and
above their subscription, which enables the price to be kept down to a minimum.

Bound annual volumes. We would welcome inquiries for bound annual volumes. Old
bound volumes of which readers may be willing to dispose are sought in order to fill a few
gaps in the Trustees'own set; and also to build up a duplicate set. Please write to the
Editor, or the Hon. Secretary. We need particularly the volumes for 1809; l8l8; 1826.

Church and chapel groups. We already have long-established groups of readers in
various parts of the UK., and overseas. We would like to increase the number of church
and chapel groups. Would local friends kindly promote this, and thus help to extend the
ministry of The Gospel Magazine?

MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTION FORM

To The Gospel Magazine, Rev. Gordon Hil l, Hon. Secretary, 34
Morley Road, Sheringham, Norfolk NR26 8JE or The Gospel
Magazine,  P.O.  Box 217,  London SE5 8NP.

We would be obliged if established readers whose subscriptions are
now due would make use of this form. Please inform us of any change
of address.

Subscr iber 's  name

Address

143

. . Post-code

Sum enclosedNo. of copies to be sent per issue

Date of  sending subscr ipt ion

Have you any friends for whom a year's subscription to The Gospel
Magazine would make a suitable gift?

Post paid subscription for 1984 (six issues p.a.) is f2.50 p.a. Cheques
and P.O.s. should be made payable to The Gospel Magazine.
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MINISTRY

B U X T O N ,  D e r b y s h i r e .  T r i n i t Y
Church (Hardwick Mount). Sundays
I I  am and 6.30 pm. Simple Prayer
Book services and Bible ministry. Rev.
N4aurice Handford.

On ho l iday  in  EASTBOURNE?
Worship at Cavendish Place Chapel;
Erangelical- lndependent; Sundays:
l l  &  6 .30 ;  Tuesdays  7 .15 .  V is i t ing
Ministers.

WATTISHAM CHAPEL. Suffolk.
Evangelical and Reformed Services
each LORD's  DAY 10.45 :  2 .30 :  6 .30 .
Metrical Psalms and hymns. A.V.
on ly  used.  Min is te r ' s  te lephone
Bildeston 740236.

HOLIDAYS

LONDON. Bed and breakfast at f8
per night in comfortable family home,
f ive miles from Central London. Tel:
788 0898.

T Y W Y N ,  G w y n e d d .  T r a d Y d d a n
Christ ian Cuest House on the Mid-
W a l e s  c o a s t  n e a r  b e a c h  a n d
mountains. We welcome individuals.
families and small parties. Evangelical
services at the Dovecote Chapel. SAE
for brochure to Mr. and Mrs. Hughes.
Phone 0654 710383.

SCOTLAND N.W.  HICHLANDS.
H o l i d a y  c o t t a g e  t o  l e t  n e a r
Lochcarron; beside sea; sleeps 6.
Detai ls from Mrs. GoldbY, 133
Woodlands Road, Glasgow, C3 6LE.
Tel. 041 33217ff i .

SCOTTISH WEST HICHLANDS.
Near Fort Wil l iam. Small  select si te;
modern 6-berth caravans with luxury
s e r v i c e s ;  u n r i v a l l e d  s c e n e r y .
Evangelical churches in area. Fraser,
Cross Cottage Caravan Site, l9 North
Ballachul ish. Phone: 08553-335.

Magazine

SOUTHWOLD. Convenient familY
house one minute from the beach in
this lovely l i t t le Suffolk town. Detai ls:
Hill, 34 Morley Road, Sheringham,
Norfolk, NR26 8JE. Tel. Sheringham
824965.

ULLAPOOL area. N.W. Highlands.
Privately situated house in peaceful
surroundings. Central for touring.
Three miles from sea. Lord's Day
must be respected.-Mrs. I .  Renwick,
Inverbroom, Lochbroom, Ross-shire.
Tel: 085 485 209.

PUBTICATIONS
THE TENDER GRAPE: A monthly
magazine designed to interest children
in the Scriptures that are able to make
them wise unto salvation. Annual
subscript ion f3.30p from The Editor,
82 High Street, Knaphil l ,  Woking,
Surrey, GU2l zPZ.

ADVERTISEMENT
RATES

Full page f17, Half page f9,
Quarler page f,4.50.

7p per word for classified
advertisements.

Box number t5p extra.

Adverlisemenls should be received by
the I st of the month prior to
nublication. and addressed to: The
Cospel  Magazine,  Rev.  Cordon Hi l l ,
Hon .  Sec re ta r y ,34  Mor l ey  Road ,
Sher ingham, Norfo lk,  NR26 8JE. Tel :
Sher ingham 824965.
Classified advertisements should be
accompanied by payment.  Please state
i f  a receipt  is  required.  The enclosure of
an s.a.e.  would be appreciated.  we
reserve the r ight  to decl ine any
advert isment.
Cheques should be made Payable to
THE GOSPEL  MACAZINE .


