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Editorial
I t  is  sa id of  the Apost le Paul  that  "he thanked God and took

courage" (Acts 28:15) .  Who would have thought  that  the great

Apostle ever needed encouragement? He was one of the undaunted men
of  h is tory.  He seemed to possess inerhaust ib le energy,  never  y ie ld ing
to advers i ty .

Paul  was en route for  Rome. The previous chapter  conta ins the
most vivid description of a storm at sea to be found anywhere. The ship
was so bat tered that  they had to undergi rd i t .  They reached the point
where "a l l  hope of  being saved was taken away".  At  th is  moment of
ut ter  hopelessness Paul  was a ver i table rock of  s t rength.  Whi le others
abandoned themselves to despair  Paul  s tood for th s t rong and
courageous.  The amazing th ing is  that  th is  man of  unshaken fa i th  and
undaunted courage was on his rvay to Rome as a prisoner. He was a
despised bel iever  among heathen sai lors and sold iers.  He had every
disadvantage imaginable yet  he easi ly  dominated the ship 's  compan! ' .
He possessed inward calm in spi te of  the terr ib le condi t ions.  Hc
exper ienced the peace of  Cod u 'h ich passes a l l  understanding.  He had
also inv inc ib le courage.  He had entered the ship as a pr isoner but  ends
the  voyage  as  v i r t ua l  cap ta in .

"He thanked God and took courage" -  here was both grat i tude
and for t i tude.  Paul  f requent ly  sounds the note of  thankfu lness in  hrs
epist les -  ( ( in  everyth ing g ive thanks"  he urges the bel ievers in
Thessalonica.  Here he is  especia l ly  thankfu l  for  the b less ing of
Chr is t ian fe l lowship -  for  those who had come some considerable
dis tance in order  to meet  h im.  We al l  in  d i f ferent  ways have ntuch to
be thankfu l  for ;  le t  us ensure that  in  our  prayers we don' t  neglect  to
return thanks.

As the Apost le faced an unknown future he d id so t rust fu l l -v ,
bel iev ing that  He who had helped h im hi ther to would cont inue to help
him to the end.  He could face the uncer ta in future leaving a i l  i ts
possib i l i t ies in  God's hands.

Let  us too thank God for  past  merc ies and be encouraged for  the
fut  ure.

"We' l l  pra ise Him for  a l l  that  is  past .
And t rust  Him for  a l l  that  is  to  come"
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Another Comforter
A se rmon  p reached  i n  T r i n i t l  Chu rch .  Bu r ton

"And I wil l pray the Father, end He shall gite.t 'ou artother
Comforter, that He malt abide with.vou.for ever." John l4;16

The disciples were fretful over the Lord's announcement that He uas
to leave them. All the sunshine of l i fe seemed immediately to suffer a
total and complete eclipse, for Jesus was everything to them. For Him
they had sacrif iced everything, home and friends and business and
every ear th ly  prospect  and now there came th is  devastat ing word, ' l
am about  to leave you. ' In  response to His cal l  they had embarked on
an ent i re ly  new l i fe ;  they had taken up the cross and fo l lowed Him. I t
had not been an easy l ife; it was one that continually demanded
sacrif ice, but, with Jesus at their side, they had never faltered; with
His presence to cheer and strengthen them they had held on their way,
and now He was going. But the Lord was at pains to erplain the
si tuat ion lo  them; His going d id not  mean that  God was about  to
forsake them; they would not  be le f t  desolate;  He would send to them
another  Helper  to be to them al l  that  they could need.  This Helper
would br ing to them the same sense of  nearness of  God's presence;  He
would help them just  as ef fect ive ly  as the Lord Jesus had done.  This
other  Comfor ter  was the Holy Ghost  who would abide wi th them for
ever .  Jesus was'Emmanuel ,  God wi th us ' .  The Holy Spir i t  was to be
God in them. and th is  grac ious promise uas iu l f i l led at  Pentecost .
They knew then that  God was wi th them st i l l .  The-v went  to thei r  work
wi th His companionship;  they accompl ished thei r  task wi th His help.

Now the Lord is  no longer u, i th  us in  bodi lv  and v is ib le presence,
but  we are not  forsaken any more than those f i rs t  d isc ip les were.  He is
as near to us and as helpfu l  to  us as He uas to them and so each Whi t
Sunday we recal l  the Pentecosta l  outpour ing of  the Holy Spir i t .  That
great  event  was in every sense the coming of  the Spir i t .  He came in a
fu lness and power that  the wor ld had never  wi tnessed before.  We need
to remember,  of  course,  that  He was not  unknown before the Day of
Pentecost .  Indeed,  i f  you know your Old Testament  you wi l l  f ind
there that  He came upon Bezaleel  the son of  Ur i  to  make h im equal  to
the task of  adorning the tabernacle of  o ld.  He came upon Gideon to
f i t  h im for  the work of  del iver ing Israel  f rom the bondage of  the
Midianites. He came upon David to equip him for the responsibil i ty of
k ingship.  He came upon the prophets in  thei r  great  min is t ry .  Now
Peter  te l ls  us that  those prophets of  o ld 'spake as they were moved by
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the  Ho ly  Ghos t . 'You  w i l l  r emember  John  the  Bap t i s t ,  t he  g rea t
forerunner of  our  Lord,  was f i l led wi th the Holy Spir i t  even f rom his
mother 's  womb. But  on the Day of  Pentecost  He came in a new and
al together  unexampled way -  " the Comfor ter  which is  the Holy
Ghos t .  "

Now i t  is  impossib le th is  morning to dwel l  upon every funct ion and
of f ice of  the Holy Spir i t  as He is  descr ibed to us in  the New Testament
and I  conf ine my thoughts to two of  them.

Firs t  to  speak about  the source of  chr is t ian enl ightenment ,  because
that  is  the great  work and min is t ry  of  the Spir i t  o f  God.  He is  the
Source of  chr is t ian enl ightenment .  You recal l  again the condi t ion of
the d isc ip les when the Lord was about  to leave them. Thev had been in
fellowship with Him for three years. They had come to Him steeped in
Judaism and in the deepest  of  Jewish pre judice.  They had been under
His tu i t ion for  three years,  but  what  s low learners they were!  They
misunderstood -  they mis interpreted thei r  Master  t ime and t ime
again.  Just  th ink of  thei r  quarre ls  among themselves as to who should
be the greatest .  Think of  thei r  in to lerance d isplayed on more than one
occasion.  "Lord,"  says John,  "shal l  w 'e cal l  down f i re f rom heaven
upon these inhospi table Samar i tans?" and the Lord remonstrated
with them and said, "Ye know not what spirit ye are of." Or think
of  thei r  cont inual  dream of  a mater ia l  empire,  of  thei r  obst inate
refusal to contemplate the cross, and said Peter, when this was first
spoken of ,  "Lord,  be i t  far  f rom Thee;  take p i ty  on yours€l f ;  pur  i t
behind you;  th is  shal l  never  be to you,"  and now, wi th the cross so
near,  they were anyth ing but  masters of  chr is t ian t ruth,  and the
disc ip les themselves were conscious of  thei r  lack -  they needed
teaching st i l l ,  and that  was the of f ice that  the Holy Spir i t  was to
per form for  them. He is  the Spir i t  o f  Truth.  He was to lead them into
al l  t ru th.  He was to br ing to thei r  remembrance a l l  the th ings that
Chr is t  had spoken to them of ,  and to reveal  them to them. He was to
lead them to a complete understanding of  the mind of  Chr is t  and to
br ing them into per fect  sympathy wi th His purposes.  This was no vain
promise.  This is  exact ly  what  He d id for  the d isc ip les f rom the day of
Pentecost  onwards.  Then th ink too how He i l luminated thei r  minds
concerning the wide embrace of  the Gospel .  When the Lord le f t  them
on the Day of  the Ascension they were as narrow in thei r  th ink ing as
any Jews in the land,  They saw no p lace in  God's economy for  the
Gent i les,  and you remember how on the Mount  of  the Ascension they
said "Wi l t  Thou at  th is  t ime restore again the k ingdom to Israel?"  But
not ice under the min is t ry  of  the Spir i t  how thei r  hor izons were
widened -  not ice how they were led in to an understanding of  Chr is t 's
purpose for  the wor ld,  and so when you take up the Acts of  the
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Apos t l es  rou  r i i l l  t i nd  t ha t  t ' i r s t  o t ' a l l  t he  Samar i t ans  rece i ved  the
Word and recei r  ed i t  r i  i th  ior  t 'u lness.  and th i :  in  i tse l f  \ \ 'as a
wonderfu l  outreach bccau'c  thcrc hacl  bccn a 'n( ) -go area bctueen the
Jews  and  the  Samar i t ans .  The r  hac l  n r r  dea l i ng :  t ' r nc  u i t h  t he  o the r ,
bu t  t he  C iospc l  b rokc  c l ou  n  I hc  r r  a l l  o f  pa r t r t i t t n  and  th ! -n  vou
remember  ho r i  t ha t  a  l i t t l e  f u r t he r  on  Pe tc r  \ \ cn t  t o  Co rne l i us .  t hc -
Roman  Cen tu r i on .  and  m in i s te red  to  h im  -  ano the r  ou t reach  -  and
then ne f ind Barnabas and Paul  were launched into a large scale
evangel ism far  beyond the conf ines of  Judaea,  and th is  was ent i re l ! '
the uork and min is t ry  of  the Spir i t  o f  God,  and the Holy Spir i t
brought  home to them the wor ld-wide task that  was upon them and
to ld them that  'many shal l  come f rom the North,  South,  East  and
West  and s i t  down in the k ingdom of  heaven. '  There was the min is t ry
of  the Spir i t ,  the source of  chr is t ian enl ightenment .

What  the Holy Spir i t  was to the d isc ip les He is  to the Lord 's  people
today.  This is  why when we take up our  Bib les we ought  to pray for
the enl ightenment  and the i l luminat ion of  the Spir i t  o f  God.  "Open

Thou mine eyes" we ought  to pray " that  I  may behold wondrous
th ings out  of  Thy law,"  for  i f  we read the Bib le wi thout  prayer  for  the
Spir i t 's  i l luminat ion we shal l  not  read i t  to  the best  advantage.  I  am
not saying we shall not derive any benefit because God is sovereign
and God can overru le.  but  to  der ive the maximum benef i t  we need the
enl ightenment  that  comes f rom the Spir i t  o f  God,  for  He is  the Source
of  chr is t ian enl ightenment ,  and a l l  that  is  put  before us in  these
confusing days we need to br ing to the test  and to the touchstone of
God's holy  Word so that  what  we do not  f ind u ' r i t ten there in we may
reject  wi th a good conscience -  br ing everyth ing " to the Word and to
the test imony,  for  i f  they speak not  according to th is  Word i t  is
because there is  no l ight  in  them."

Secondly.  The Holy Spir i t  is  not  only  the Source of  chr is t ian
enl ightenment  but  the source of  the Church 's  empower ing.  Those
disc ip les,  rvhen the Lord le f t  them, were not  just  s imply ignorant
( though they were the f i rs t  to  admit  i t )  but  they recognised thei r
weakness,  thei r  help lessness as u 'e l l .  The task that  the Lord gave them
was that  of  going in to a l l  the wor ld to preach the Gospel  and what  a
daunt ing lask i t  was!  I t  u 'as a task suf f ic ient  to  appal  and terr i fy  the
stoutest  of  hear ts  and to the d isc ip les i t  must  have appeared an ut ter
impossib i l i ty ,  and so i t  would hal 'e  been i f  they had been lef t  to
themselves,  i f  they had been lef t  to  thei r  own resources,  meagre as
they were.  But  the Lord had g iven to them a great  word.  " l  wi l l  pray
the Father  and He wi l l  g ive you another  Comfor ter  that  He may abide
wi th you for  ever . "  Just  before He lef t  them on the Mount  of  the
Ascension He gave to them th is  most  encouraging word,  "Ye shal l
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:eceive power af ter  that  the Holy Ghost  is  come upon you."  That  was
rhc promise the Lord made to these d isc ip les in  thei r  weakness.  " l  wi l l
pra\ r  the Father  and He wi l l  g ive you another  Comfor ter  thal  He ma_v-
abide wi th you for  ever . "  What  a lovely  promise that  l r 'as!  l t  must
h:rve put  t remendous heart  and encouragement in to these d isr : ip les,  as
i t  must  wi th us i f  we are bel ievers.

But  take a moment whi le  lve look at  th is  rvord "Comfor ter . "  " l  wi l l
pray the Father  and He wi l l  g ive you another  Comfor ter . "  The word
in the or ig inal  is  'Paraclete '  and i t  means,  not  so much Comfor ter  in
our  modern sense of  the word,  but  One uho st rengthens and for t i f ies.
that  is  One who is  summoned to the s ide o l 'another  for  h is  help and
succour,  and so i t  means that  in  the Holy Spir i t  we have a Helper ,
Encourager and Strengthener.  The Hol-v  Spi r i t 's  main funct ion is  not
just  to  soothe sorrow -  He does that  in  a verv wonderfu l  wav -  but
He has a far  u ' ider  min is t ry  than the restr ic ted sense and interpretat ion
of  the word 'Comfor ter '  and the u 'ord sug-eests,  not  so much the quiet
room as the bat t le f ie ld.  I t  is  an energet ic ,  forcefu l  and mi l i tant  word.
He l i f ts  men up above fear  and re inforces them -  He g ives them
victory in  the day of  bat t le ,  and th is  is  eract l l '  what  the Holv Spir i t
proved to be to these ear ly  d isc ip les,  and He has been the For t i f ier  of
the Church ever  s ince -  a l l  down the subsequent  centur ies.

I t  is  impossib le to expla in the v ic tor ies and the conquests of  the
ear ly  church on purely  natura l  grounds.  You cannot  at t r ibute i ts  vast
and rapid spread purely  to the genius of  the ear ly  preachers.  They
were undoubtedly outstanding men as preachers but we need to look
fur ther  than that .  I t  was the Spir i t  o f  God that  was i r  them and
work ing through them. Yes,  the Holy Spir i t  was rv i th  the Apost les and
in His conquer ing might  they waxed val iant  in  f ight  and noth ing could
wi thstand the onset  of  thei r  at tack,  and has he not  been so s ince?
Whenever the Church has addressed i tse l f  to  seeminglv vast  and
impossib le tasks there has been the power and the presence and the
might  of  the Spir i t  o f  God.

There was a day when a Northampton cobbler  set  out  to  evangel ise
India and i t  cer ta in l -v  seemed a fut i le  enterpr ise but  Wi l l iam Carey 'u 'as
empowered by the Spir i t  o f  God and he pra-ved,  "Lord,  teach me to
at tempt great  th ings/or  Thee and. f rom Thee to expect  great  th ings."

I t  is  get t ing on for  the best  par t  of  200 years s ince Robert  Morr ison
set  sa i l  for  China to br ing the Gospel  to  the Chinese people.  "Do vou
th ink"  said the Ship 's  Capta in wi th a sneer,  " that  

! 'ou are going tcr
conve r t  Ch ina?"  "No , "  sa id  Mor r i son ,  "Bu t  I  be l i eve  God  * ' i l l . "
You see,  Morr ison d id not  go a lone;  he lvent  in  the st rength of  thc
Spir i t  o f  God.

Read church h is torv.  I t  is  not  the dul l  and uninterest ine subiect  as
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some are inc l ined to th ink.  Read church h is tory and see again the
uondrous t r iumphs wrought  through rveak inst ruments.  See how God
has made men st rong " to the pul l ing dou,n of  the st rongholds of
Satan" and s in.  Read i t  as a tonic  to drooping souls.

" I  wi l l  pray the Father  and He wi l l  g ive you another  Comfor ter . "
Each Lord's Day we say the time-honoured words of the Creed "l

believe in the Holy Ghost", and I am bold to say that in many churches
today that is not really believed, but it is true, and what we need to get
back to is the fundamentals. We need a visitation from on high at this
present  t ime in our  own Church,  in  the Nat ional  Church;  throughout
the land this is the crying need of the hour, a movement of the Spirit
o f  God.  Oh that  God would come down upon the dry bones and
clothe them and make them live! Oh there is a dryness and a deadness
throughout  Chr is tendom today.  Shal l  we not  pray that  God in His
mercy wi l l  send down upon us the Spir i t  o f  God,  quickening us,
reviving us again that God's people may rejoice in Him.

In times of trial let us be of good cheer. When diff iculties confront
and the enemy seems too strong for us, let us be of good cheer; let us
not be daunted or be discouraged, take up the words of the Creed
again and say wi th depth of  meaning,  " I  bel ieve in  the Holy Ghost . "

You have heard me refer many times to Spurgeon, the great Baptist
preacher at the turn of the end of the century. He preached to
hundreds and thousands and Spurgeon could be heard saying as he
ascended the long sta i rs  to h is  pulp i t  on a Sunday,  " l  be l ieve in  the
Holy Ghost . "  Do you?

Here,  then,  is  a grac ious promise and a gracious provis ion.  " l  wi l l
pray the Father and He shall give you another Comforter, that He
may abide wi th you for  ever . "

We need to know the power of  the Spir i t  o f  God in our  l ives as we
have never  known i t  before and when He comes He br ings in  that  l i fe ,
He br ings c leansing power;  He l i f ts  us to new levels of  chr is t ian
exper ience.  Thank God that  the Lord Jesus in  His considerat ion and
concern for  the d isc io les and for  the Church to the end of  t ime
graciously  sent  His Holy Spir i t ,  the Comfor ter ,  to  abide wi th us for
ever .  May we know more increasingly  something of  His grac ious
residence in our l ives and His power over them that we may be enabled
to l ive to His g lory and to His pra ise,  Amen.
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He Knows, I Know
ISA A.  BUCKLEY

Psa lm 139 :  1 .  O  LORD.  THOU HAST SEARCHED ME AND
KNOWN ME.

This wonderful Psalm teaches us that God has KNOWN all about
us since before we were born, and that He also KNOWS each and
every deta i l  o f  our  l ives f rom bi r th to death.  Not  only  does He KNOW
the number of  the stars,  but  He KNOWS the number of  the hai rs  upon
each one of  our  heads.  There is  noth ing we can ever  do,  nor  yet
anyth ing that  can happen to us that  can ever  take Him by surpr ise.  HE
KNOWS.

Psalm 37 :  18.  THE LORD KNOWETH THE DAYS OF THE
UPRIGHT.

He KNOWS our l i fe  span.  He knows each moment of  each day.  The
joys and sorrows,  the aches and pains,  the cares and burdens,  the
secret  wounds and tears that  we could never  reveal  to  another .  HE
KNOWS, and HE FEELS and HE UNDERSTANDS.

Psalm 3l  :  7 .  THOU HAST KNOWNMY SOUL IN ADVERSITY.
He KNOWS all His people, but He KNOWS My soul, My trouble,

My temptat ion.  In  His wisdom and love He a l lo* 's  these th ings to
touch us,  th ink of  Job.  He uses them to ref ine us,  to  draw us nearer  to
Himsel f  and to help us understand others.  Long ago Samuel
Ruther ford wrote "Grace groweth best  in  winter . "  So of ten when a l l
is  wel l  wi th us we forget  Him and,  in  love He a l lows t rouble that  we
might  return to Him.

Psalm 103 :  14.  FOR HE KNOWETH OUR FRAME: HE
REMEMBERETH THAT WE ARE DUST.

When the Lord Jesus Chr is t  was here on ear th He knew hunger,
t i redness,  lonel iness,  bereavement .  He was misunderstood even by His
own fami ly ,  He was betrayed and scorned.  He KNOWS i t  a l l .  A l l  the
fra i l ty  and weakness of  our  human bodies and minds.  He remembers
that  we are dust .  How very "dusty"  we of ten feel ,  fu l l  o f  s in and
fa i lure,  weary,  just  l ike a handfu l  of  useless dust .

Job 23 :  10.  HE KNOWETH the way that  I  take:  WHEN HE
HATH TRIED ME, I  SHALL COME FORTH AS GOLD.

Here is  His wonderfu l  purpose -  to  turn Dust  to  Gold.  What  a
God!  What  a Saviour !  What  a Salvat ion!  No matter  how dustv we
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are,  by the c leansing Blood,  and by His Grace we shal l  be gold.  But
thank God,  not  only  does HE KNOW, but  bv His Grace we too mav
say I  KNOW.

. Iob  l 9 :25 .  FOR I  KN 'O t  
' THAT 

\ , IY  REDEEMER L IVETH;  AND
THAT HE SHALL  STAND a t  t he  l a t t e r  day , ' upon  the  ea r th .

2  T imo th l  l  :  12 (B . )  FOR I  KNOW WHOM I  HAVE BEL IEVED;
AND AM PERSUADED THAT HE IS ABLE TO KEEP THAT
WHICH I  HAVE COMMITTED UNTO HIM AGAINST THAT
DAY.

To KNOW that the Lord Jesus Christ l ives and reigns, and that we
belong to Him for  a i l  e tern i ty  is  the most  prec ious knowledge in a l l  the
wor ld.

May we a l l  say wi th real  assurance.  HE KNOWS -  I  KNOW.

For Younger Readers
CARINE MacKENZIE

GOD'S WORD FOR YOU

Are ye and it schal be geven to you, seke ye and ye shuln fynde:
nocke ye;  and i t  schal  be opened to you.

Can you read that  verse? I t  looks rather  s t range but  perhaps i f  you
study i t  for  a l i t t le  whi le  you wi l l  be able to decipher  i t .

That  verse is  found in one of  the f i rs t  B ib les to be publ ished in the
Engl ish language,  t ranslated f rom the Lat in  Bib le by John Wycl i f fe
and h is  helpers in  the l4 th Century.

The or ig inal  texts of  the Bib le were not  wr i t ten in  Engl ish but  in
Hebrew and Greek. So a lot of w,ork was done before we could have
God's word in  a language that  we could understand.  We owe a great
deal  to  many scholars who t ranslated the or ig inal  text  of  the Scr iptures
into our  own language.

We owe even more to God who took care that  the texts of  the
Scr ipture were kept  safe through the years and who helped the
scholars to t ranslate them into the Engl ish language.

What  a wonderfu l  th ing,  that  God saw f i t  to  speak to you in your
own language.  You do not  have to do anyth ing d i f f icu l t ,  l ike learn ing
Hebrew or  Greek,  in  order  to know what  God has to say to you.

Do you thank God for  His word? Do you real ly  va lue i t?  Job was a
man who l ived long ago and had many problems.  His fami ly  were
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ki l led;  h is  possessions were a l l  destroyed:  h is  body was covered wi th
horr ib le boi ls ;  h is  wi fe was no help to h im;  nor  were h is  f r iends.  Yet
Job could say that he loved the word of God more than "his necessary
food " .

Without  food we could not  l ive.  Do you feel  l ike Job? Without
God's word l i fe  would be unbearable.

You wi l l  have a Bib le in  your  house.  But  i t  is  not  enough just  to  own
a Bib le and look at  the cover  on your  shel f .

I t  does not  do our  bodies any good to have the cupboard and f r idge
fu l l  o f  food.  We must  open the f r idge and eat  the food and then our
bodies are nour ished.

We must  open the Bib le and read and study i t ,  so that  our  souls f ind
nour ishment .  "As newborn babes,  desi re the s incere mi lk  of  the word,
that  ye may grow thereby."  ( l  Peter  2.2)

Reading God's word should be more than a mental  exerc ise.  We
should see an effect in our daily l ives.

Josiah became the King of Judah when he was only eight years old.
He d id a lo t  in  h is  country to s tamp out  ido lat ry  and fa lse worship.  He
also gave orders to repai r  the temple of  the Lord.  When th is  repai r
work was being done,  a copy of  the law of  Moses was found.  You
have these books at  the star t  o f  your  Bib le.  These books were taken to
King Josiah and he had them read to him. He was greatly affected
when he real ised how God's law had been broken.

He went  to the house of  the Lord and cal led a l l  h is  people to jo in
him there and he read a l l  the words of  the books that  had been found
in the temple.  He then made a promise to Cod to keep h is
commandments wi th a l l  h is  hear t  and soul :  to  do what  was wr i t ten in
God's word.

Finding God's word had a great  ef fect  on Josiah 's  l i fe .  Pray that  i t
would have a great effect on your l i fe too.

By the way if you have not deciphered the verse at the start of the
story,  you wi l l  f ind i t  in  Mat thew 

'7 
.7.  This  is  a verse which has

af fected many and I  hope you wi l l  a lso act  on i t .

Some words in  the Bib le are wr i t ten in  a fore ign language.  What  do
the followins mean?

I  Ta l i t ha  cum i .  (Mark  5 .41 )
2 Golgotha.  (Mark 15.22)
3 Elo i .  E lo i .  Lama sabachthani .  (Mark 15.34)
4  R a b b i .  ( J o h n  l � 3 8 )
5 Emmanuel .  (Mat thew
6 Cephas.  (John 1.42)

| .23 \
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The First Epistle of John
A,V .  McCANDLISH

Fel lowship vv i th God must  be erpressed in love to men.  1Jn.3:10-24.

In vv.  10-17 these men whom we are to love are descr ibed as
brothers.  Al l  who are born again of  the Holy Spir i t  are the chi ldren of
God.  I t  is  obvious that  th is  fami ly  re lat ionship over leaps a l l
denominat ional  barr iers.  We are erpected to love a l l  who are the
chi ldren of  God;  but  in  these verses fe l lowship wi th God must  be
expressed in love to a l l  men rvho are the chi ldren of  Adam. cf .  Mat t .  5 ;
43-45.  But  le t  us note the in t roduct ion to th is  theme.

"In this the children of God are manifest, and the children of the
devil: whosoever doeth not righteou.sness rs not of Cod, neither he
that loveth not his brother. For lhis is the messoge that ye heardfrom
the beginning, thal we should love one another." vv.l0-l L

Two c lasses of  people are brought  before us,  ch i ldren of  God,  and
chi ldren of  the devi l .  John says they can only be ident i f ied by thei r
conduct .  Those who are not  born of  God are descr ibed as chi ldren of
the devi l ,  because thev are not  subject  to  God,  but  to  the devi l .  They
do not  r ighteousness,  but  are ru led by the three Satanic pr inc ip les,  the
lust  of  the f lesh,  lust  of  the eyes,  and the pr ide of  l i fe .  Thei r  l ives are
character ised by love of  se l f .  I t  is  not  natura l  to  love others by put t ing
thei r  best  in terests f i rs t .  I t  is  only  when we are born again,  that  we
receive the new nature of  a chi ld  of  God,  wi th the desi re to do works
of  r ighteousness,  and to love others even as ourselves.

"Not as Cain, who was of thst wicked one, qnd slew his brother.
And wherefore slew he him? Because his own works were evil, and his
brother's righteous. " V. I 2.

Here John sets before us those descr ibed as chi ldren of  the devi l .
They are recognised by thei r  conduct ;  and Cain is  s ingled out  as one
who could easi ly  be recognised as under the dominion of  Satan,
because he murdered h is  own brother .  Clear ly  Cain was not  a
r ighteous man;  but  John asks,  why d id he murder  Abel? I t  was not
because he had no natura l  af fect ion for  h im,  nor  was i t  because he was
not a religious man. We read how he brought God an offering of the
fru i t  o f  h is  labour.  l t  may wel l  have been the best  he had,  and he was
proud of  i t ;  but  John said,  "h is  works were ev i l ,  and h is  brother 's
r ighteous".  Cain chose what  he wanted to br ing to God as h is
of fer ing.  He d id not  ask God what  he should br ing.  His worship was
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al l  o f  se l f ,  and God refused h is  of fer ing,  but  accepted Abel 's  lamb.
Cain did not humble himself and ask God the reason. He was angrl '
u ' i th  God,  and angry wi th h is  brother .  Why was he angry? Because h is
offering had been refused, and Abel's had been accepted. His pride
was hur t ,  and he was indignant ,  and h is  face showed i t .  God spoke to
him in love,  "Why are you angry? I f  you do what  is  r ight ,  wi l l  you not
be accepted? You have done wrong,  and your  s in of  pr ide is  l ike a wi ld
beast ,  i t  is  seeking to spr ing on you to get  the bet ter  of  you."  Cain
refused to l is ten,  he gave re in to h is  rvounded pr ide,  and i t  so
dominated h im that  u 'hen he had opportuni ty  he murdered h is
brother .  Here is  a man revealed by h is  rvorks as a chi ld  of  the devi l .  He
is revealed as one who is  under the devi l 's  sway.  I t  was Satan work ing
through h is  wounded pr ide who moved h im to anger when God
refused h is  sacr i f ice.  When God spoke in love,  and showed him he had
done wrong,  and warned h im of  h is  danger,  i t  was Satan who fostered
his pr ide,  so that  he refused to l is ten and submit  to  God.  I t  was Satan
who caused h is  pr ide to possess h im, and moved h im, when he had the
opportuni ty  to s lay h is  brother .  Satan is  at  the back of  a l l  our  pr ide,
and a l l  our  desi re to put  p leasure f i rs t ,  or  to  spend our  l ives in  seeking
weal th.  He a lways opposes God,  and dr ives h is  s laves to oppose a l l
that  encourages submiss ion to God.

"Mqrvel not, m.y brethren, if the world hate 1,ou." v.13.

Remember the wor ld is  Satan 's  k ingdom on ear th.  Al l  who are not
born again are the wi l l ing subjects of  Satan,  and are complete ly  in  h is
power.  I f  we go the way of  the wor ld,  seeking weal th for  ourselves,  or
our  own pleasures,  or  to  make a name for  ourselves,  then the wor ld
approves of  us.  I f  however we seek to persuade men to consider  the
cla ims of  Chr is t ,  then the wor ld is  no longer f r iendly towards us.  We
may wel l  imagine that  they would be g lad to hear  the good news of  the
gospel ;  sure ly  they wi l l  be p leased to know that  they can have thei r  s ins
forg iven,  and receive power to overcome s in in  thei r  own l ives;  to
know that  death has been conquered,  and that  they can receive eternal
l i fe  as the f ree g i f t  o f  God.  We may th ink that  men wi l l  be impressed
by seeing chr is t ians l ive l ives of  r ighteousness and love before them,
and wi l l  want  to know thei r  secret ;  but  i t  is  not  so.  The nature of
unsaved men is  to want  to p lease themselves.  They do not  want  God to
ru le thei r  l ives,  nor  do they want  to put  the best  in terests of  others
before thei r  own.  They hear the gospel  wi th suspic ion,  they throw a
wet  b lanket  over  our  zeal  for  Chr is t .  They begin to argue against  the
gospel ;  they do not  want  to surrender thei r  l ives to the Lord Jesus,  and
when we pers is t  and speak of  thei r  s ins,  then they are up in  arms.
When we press the c la ims of  Chr is t ,  then they become angr-v,  even as

t07
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Cain became angry wi th Abel .  They go on to hate us and our  gospel ,
and are ready to do us an in jury,  or  even to k i l l  us.

"We know that we have passed from death unto li.fe, becquse we
love the brethren."  v .14.

This is  sure ev idence that  we have been born of  God,  i f  we t ru ly  love
o.r r  fe l lowmen e," 'en when they speak ev i l  o f  us and hate us:  as wel l  as
lov ing those who are of  the household of  fa i th .  This  love that  we have
for  a l l  o ther  bel ievers;  and receive ourselves,  is  one of  the test imonies
that  God g ives to show what  i t  means to be t ru ly  born again.

"He that loveth not his brother abideth in death. Whoever hateth
his brother is a murderer; and ye know that no murderer hsth eternal
l ife abiding in him. v.14 (b) 15.

Those who do not  love in  th is  way,  and who resent  the c la ims of
Chr is t  being pressed upon them show that  they are st i l l  subjects of  the
devi l ,  they are dead towards God,  they have no power to know God,
they do not  want  eternal  l i fe ,  they abide in  death.  Note these terr ib le
steps down, they love not, they hate, they murder. They are
recognised as chi ldren of  the devi l  by thei r  conduct .  This  was the road
don'n which Cain travelled, this was the road taken by the chief priests
and e lders when they cruc i f ied the Lord of  Love.  This was the road
taken by pagan Rome when they cast  the ear ly  chr is t ians to the l ions.
This is  the same road which is  being taken by many of  our  own k i th
and k in.  I t  is  the way taken by Cain.  "Marvel  not  i f  the wor ld hate
you . "

"Hereby perceive we the love of God, becsuse He laid down His life

for us; and we ought to lay down our live,s.for the brethren. v.16.

John now turns to speak about  the chi ldren of  God.  He points to
the love of  God,  as seen in our  Lord Jesus Chr is t .  That  love of  God is
seen in His death for us on Calvary. He put our need in the place of
supreme importance,  because He loved us.  He lef t  His  throne and
glory and became man, identifying Himself with us by His
incarnat ion.  We see how He took upon Himsel f  our  s in,  making i t  His
own,  and He suf fered the fu l l  penal ty  of  i t  upon the cross.  There
taught  by the Holy Spir i t  we began to understand what  th is  love of
God is .  Then John says,  "we who are chi ldren of  God ought  to lay
down our  l ives for  the brethren."  This love must  be seen in the l ives of
the chi ldren of  God;  i f  i t  is  not  there;  then we are not  the chi ldren of
God whatever  we may say.  We could never  take the s in of  another  to
save h is  soul .  Chr is t  a lone could do th is ,  and He has done th is  for  us.
He said,  " l t  is  f in ished",  and no man can do anyth ing more;  that
work of  atonement  is  completed once for  a l l .  There are t imes when we
may be cal led upon to lay down our  l ives to save some other  person



The Gospel Mogazine 109

f rom drowning,  or  f rom some other  physical  per i l :  but  these cal ls  do
not  come of ten in  every day l i fe .  What  then does i t  mean to lay down
our l ives for  others? I t  means to spend them dai ly  in  serv ing others.
erpending our  s t rength,  our  sk i l l ,  our  knowledge,  our  resources in
serv ing others,  even as our  Lord d id a l l  through His ear th ly  l i fe ,  car ing
for  the s ick,  the needy,  and the sorrowing ones.  He la id down His l i fe
every day as He ministered to the needs of others. So John gives us a
s imple i l lust rat ion:

"But whoso hqth this world's sood. and seeth his brother have
need, and shutteth up his bowels o.f compassion from him, how
dwelleth the love of God in him? Mv little children, let us not love in
v,ord, neither in tongue, but in deed and in trulh." vv. 17, 18.

Here is  one who c la ims to be a chi ld  of  God.  He has prospered and
has a l l  he needs of  th is  wor ld 's  goods:  but  when one is  brought  to h is
not ice who is  unemployed and in great  need;  he does noth ing at  a l l  to
help h im.  He may express sympathy,  but  makes excuses for  not  doing
anyth ing to meet  h is  need.  John says,  "how'  dwelJeth the love of  God
in h im?" I f  he is  t ru ly  a chi ld  of  God,  then something of  the love of
God must  be seen in h im.  l f  there is  no response of  love in  a pract ica l
way,  then he is  s t i l l  in  the power of  Satan,  he loveth not .

"And hereby we know that *-e are o.f the Iruth, and.shall assure our
hearts before Him." v.19.

John is  not  saying that  we are to look for  assurance of  sa lvat ion in
our  own good works.  We depend for  our  salvat ion sole ly  upon the
atoning death of  our  Lord Jesus.  We get  assurance of  our  salvat ion
from His word.  Jesus said,  "He that  bel ieveth on Me,  hath ever last ing
l i fe . "  Jn.6;47.  This word of  God is  the ground of  our  assurance:  but
there are those who say they bel ieve on the Lord Jesus,  when there is
not  real  commitment  to Him. These are deceiv ing themselves.  John
says,  i f  you are t ru ly  born again,  i t  must  be revealed by your
behaviour .  Al l  who are born of  God.  have received the nature of  a
chi ld  of  God,  and that  nature is  love,  for  "God is  love."  I f  the need of
a poor  brother  is  brought  to your  not ice,  and y 'ou have the power to
meet  h is  need,  but  refuse to do so;  there is  something wrong,  "how

dwel leth the love of  God in h im?".  "Hereby u 'e perceive the love of
God.  because He la id dou'n His l i fe  for  us."  The love of  God was
revealed in  that  supreme act  of  g iv ing;  so i f  we are born of  God,  i t  wi l l
be revealed in  our  g iv ing to our  brethren when they are in  need.  t t  is  bv
th is  response that  we can knou'exper imenta l ly  that  we are the chi ldren
of  God.  As we respond to thei r  need,  the wi tness is  borne to us by our
conscience that  we are in  act ive fe l lowship wi th God,  and doin,s His
w i l l .
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"For if our heart condemn us, God is greater than our heart, and
knoweth all things," v.20.

This is  a very solemn word,  i f  our  conscience condemns us for
refus ing to respond to a brother  who is  in  need;  the condemnat ion of
God wil l be far greater. He knows all that He has entrusted to us; He
knows al l  our  thoughts and mot ives.  He knows the brother 's  need,
and the effect that our refusal to meet it wil l have upon him; and upon
al l  o thers uho see i t ,  and know' that  we profess to be chi ldren of  God.
His condemnat ion wi l l  be just ,  but  i t  wi l l  be far  greater  than that  of
our  conscience. 'He entrusts us wi th th is  wor ld 's  goods so that  we may
be His stewards, dispensing these gifts under His direction, and for
His g lory.  Any fa i lure of  ours d ishonours the name we profess,  and
ei ther  declares that  we are not  His chi ldren at  a l l ;  or  that  we are not
fa i th fu l  in  th is  mat ter  of  s tewardship.  Our response declares qui te
plainly whether we are in active fellowship with God or not.

"Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, then we have confidence
toward God. And whqtever we ask, we receive of Him, because we
keep His commandment, and do those things thot are pleasing in His
s igh t . "  v .21 ,22 .

John is not teaching that our prayers are answered because we keep
His commandments.  There is  no sel f  assurance here,  or  se l f
conf idence:  i t  is  conf idence before God,  or  conf idence in God.  When
conscience says,  I  bel ieve I  am doing God's wi l l ,  under the guidance of
the Holy Spir i t ,  then I  am assured that  I  am in act ive fe l lowship wi th
God,  and my prayers wi l l  not  be f rom mysel f ,  or  for  mysel f  .  They wi l l
be prompted by the Holy Spir i t ,  they wi l l  be for  God's g lory,  and
according to His wil l. The prayers therefore that I offer wil l be
according to His commands,  and i f  I  know that  they are according to
His wi l l ,  then I  have fa i th ,  and they must  be answered.

"And this is His commandment, that we should believe on the nqme
of His Son Jesus Christ, and love one onother, as He gave us
commsndment. And he that keepeth His commqndmenls dwelleth in
Him, and He in him. And hereby we know thqt Heabideth in us, by
the Spirit which He hoth given us." v.23; 24.

Here John sums up what  he has been saying.  I t  is  God's command
that  we bel ieve on the name of  Jesus Chr is t ,  that  is ,  on a l l  that  the
name stands for .  The person so named is  the eternal  Son of  God,  He is
God.  Fur thermore He is  the Saviour ,  the only One Who can forg ive us
our s in,  and c leanse us f rom i t ,  and del iver  us f rom i ts  power over  us.
We are not  just  to  bel ieve the facts s tated,  but  to  act  on the knowledge
by commit t ing our  l ives to Him. This means g iv ing Him His r ight fu l
posi t ion in  our  l ives as our  God,  and the One who wi l l  ru le our  l ives in
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everyth ing.  We must  g ive Him His posi t ion as our  Saviour ,  and
receive by fa i th  forg iveness of  s in,  and c leansing f rom i t ,  and
del iverance f rom i ts  power.  This must  mean that  n 'e shal l  love one
another .  The commandment to bel ieve and to love one another  is  one.
I f  Jesus ru les our  l ives.  then we must  love others for  He commanded
i t .  This  is  the ev idence that  we are dwel l ing in  Him, and He in us.  God
is seen to be our  Cod;  and Chr is t  is  seen to be our  Saviour  by our
behaviour .  He has g iven the Hol l '  Spi r i t  to  dwel l  in  us.  How do we
recognise the Spir i t  as g iven to us? Surely '  by seeing the f ru i t  that  He
alone can produce;  the f ru i t  o f  the Spir i t  is  Love.

Fel lowship u ' i th  God must  be expressed by '  lo l 'e  to  men th is  is  the
chal lenee of  these verses.

Jottings from il Pilgrim's
L T  . .  I  I

N OTeDOOK
Making d isc ip les.  Jn.  l ;  35-51.

Here God is  shor . r ' ing us horv d isc ip les are made.  John the bapt is t
s imply pointed to Jesus,  and declared qui te p la in l l '  that  He was the
Lamb of  God,  which taketh a\ \ 'av the s in of  the u 'or ld .  The desi re to
know more was p lanted in  the hearts  of  John and Andrew by Cod.
They fo l lowed Jesus,  and when He turned to ask them nhat  they
wanted,  they indicated that  they wanted to know more of  Him. They
stayed in His company,  and as He ta lked to them, and possib ly
answered thei r  quest ions,  they learned that  He was the long promised
Messiah.  Clear ly  they bel ieved on Him, for  Andreu'went  s t ra ight  to  h is
brother  Simon wi th the news,  "we have found the Messiah."  He
brought  Simon to see Jesus,  and i t  seems Jesus revealed to Simon his
weakness,  and need,  and gave h im a promise,"  thou ar t  S imon- thou
shal t  be cal led Cephas,  which being in terpreted is  a s tone,"  or  rock.
Clear ly  Peter  bel ieved and became a d isc ip le.

Jesus Himsel f  went  out  and found Phi l ip ,  and said " fo l low Me."  I t
was an ef fectual  ca l l ,  and Phi l ip  became a d isc ip le.  Phi l ip  was moved
to go and seek h is  f r iend Nathanie l  and said,  "we have found Him, of
who Moses in the law,  and the prophets d id wr i te ,  Jesus of  Nazareth.  "

Nathanie l  was scept ica l ;  but  Phi l ip  persuaded h im to come and see for
h imsel f .  Jesus immediate ly  revealed His knowledge of  h im,  and even
of  h is  thoughts.  Nathanie l 's  eyes were opened,  he was t ru lv  converted,

u t
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he said,  "Rabbi ,  Thou ar t  the Son of  God,  Thou ar t  the King of
Israel .  "

From al l  th is  we learn our  responsib i l i ty  to  bear  wi tness to others of
our Lord, and to recognise that it is God alone who can reveal Christ
as Saviour and Cod. There must be a personal contact with Him; but
He never turns a seeker away.  

A.  V.  McC.

Faith Tried
Sermon preached by Mr.  C.  A.  Wood
at Tamworth Road Chapel, CroYdon

"He sent a man before them, even Joseph, who was soldfor a servqnt;
whose .feet they hurt with fetters: he was lsid in iron: until the time
thqt his word cqme the word of the LORD tried him." Ps.l05 17/19.

The Scripture declares for the comfort of the redeemed that "We

know that  a l l  th ings work together  for  good to them that  love God,  to
them who are the cal led according to h is  purpose."  The Psalmist
declares "He led them for th by the r ight  way,  that  they might  go to a
c i ty  of  habi tat ion."  God's way,  God's d i rect ion,  Cod's leading for  us,
olten brings us into what is for us a strange path; yet our God is too
wise to be mistaken,  too good to be unkind.  We need much grace to
humble ourselves under the mighty hand of  God that  He may exal t  us
in due t ime,  "cast ing a l l  your  care upon Him, for  He careth for  you".

We need much grace to be preserved from a spirit of rebell ion in our
hearts ,  of  murmur ing and compla in ing against  our  God when our  way
is rough,  when our  fa i th  is  t r ied,  when the cup is  b i t ter ,  when the thorn
in the f lesh l ingers,  when there are mounta ins that  seem as i f  they wi l l
never  be brought  down,  when there is  a rough p lace which you feel
wi l l  never  be made smooth,  a crooked path which you fear  wi l l  never
be made st ra ight .  We need grace to wai t  upon our  God.

"With mercy and wi th judgment
My web of  t ime He wove,
And aye the dews of  sorrow
Were lust red wi th His love.
I ' l l  b l ess  t he  hand  tha t  gu ided ,
I ' l l  b l ess  t he  hea r t  t ha t  p l anned .
When throned where g lory dwel le th
In  lmmanue l ' s  l and . "
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What a day that  wi l l  be!

The Psalmist  te l ls  "Even there shal l  Thy hand lead me and Th- ' -

r ight  hand shal l  hold me".  The dear p i lgr ims on thei r  \ \ 'ay to the

heaven l y  c i t y  r v i l l  have  many  a  s t range ' t he re ' i n  t he  pa th .  We  have

known what  i t  is  to  ask God to take us some other  way,  to  re l ieve us

from a cer ta in burden,  a d isappointment ,  a hear t -break,  especia l ly
rvhen i t  comes at  a t ime not  expected and f rom a source never

ant ic ipated.  Yet  i t 'has been God's leading,  God's rvay '  God's teaching

and God's d isc ip l ine for  us.  l t  has bcen for  our  prof i t ,  that  f ru i t

should be brought  for th.  I t  has drarrn us nearer  to our  God who has

answered  ou r  p raye rs  i n  a ' , l ay ' t ha t  u ' e  neve r  t hough t .  I ndeed  we
prayed for  b less ing,  indeed we prayed to knou'  more of  Jesus,  indeed

we prayed to be l ike Jesus.  And th is  is  the answer to our  pra)-ers and i t

is  a l l  to  make us s ick of  se l f  and fond of  Him. So'  beloved f r iend,  i f

vou at  th is  t ime are d i rected in  some st range and myster ious path,  I
pray Cod that  you may be helped to look to the f i rs t  rvord of  our  text ,

to  rest  in  i t ,  to  have fa i th  in  i t .  That  f i rs t  word of  our  text  is  not
'Joseph'  nor  yet  'Joseph's brethren. '  l t  is  not  ' fe t ters of  i ron ' .  I t  is  HE,

Almighty God,  the sovereign Ruler  of  the sk ies.

"sovereign ru ler  of  the sk ies,
Eve r  g rac ious .  eve r  w i se
Al l  my t imes are in  ThY hand,
A l l  even ts  a t  ThY  command . "

He,  the Almighty God,  our  good and gracious God,  our  heavenl l '

Father ,  in  His love makes no mistake in  His deal ings and leadings to

His dear  chi ldren.  I  hope I  may speak wi th prof i t .  Ventur ing in  fa i th  I

seek by the help of  God to speak f rom i t  and pray there may be an

appointment  in  i t ,  not  for  my sake,  no never ,  but  for  the honour and
glory of  His great  and holY name.

We are st ruck by the f i rs t  par t  of  our  text :  "He sent  a man before
them, even Joseph,  who was sold for  a servant" .  We would say that  i t

was by those wicked brothers,  wi th thei r  mal ice '  envy,  hatred,
jealousy,  cruel ty  and wel l -n igh murder ,  that  Joseph was soid as a s lavc

and went  down into Egypt .  Yet  over  a l l ,  even the dreadfu l  wickedness

of  these brethren,  i t  is  HE, the Almighty God,  over-ru l ing even men's

wickedness that  i t  should be for  the good of  His people and the g lory

of  His name. Let  us go for  a moment in  our  medi tat ion to Jacob's
home. There we see what  is  sad and speaks wi th a loud voice to us
whether  concerning indiv idual  fami l ies or  the Church of  God'

brethren and s is ters in  the Lord.  What  a sad and solemn th ing i f  those

of us who are older set a bad example to those who are younger

t 13
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causing them to bear ,  as Joseph d id to h is  father ,  an ev i l  repor t .  There
may be cause to bear  an ev i l  repor t  concerning a younger person,  but
sure ly  the o lder  have a greater  responsib i l i ty  in  set t ing an example,
and should remember that  others wi l l  fo l low them. Meant ime Joseph,
so dear ly  loved by h is  father ,  presented wi th a coat  of  many colours,
l i f ted above h is  brerhren,  has these dreams in which God is  apparent ly
forete l l ing something impossib le,  though the in terpretat ion seemed
clear  that  h is  brethren should bow down to h im and h is  father  and
mother  make obeisance to h im l ike the sun,  moon and stars in  h is
dream. For  these dreams given by Cod,  for  the word g iven by God,
for the interpretation given by God, he is hated and despised yet more.
Jacob sends the young Joseph to enquire for  the wel fare of  h is
brothers;  he goes for th but  cannot  f ind them. O the myster ious
providence as he searches the f ie ld and cannot  f ind them! In the f ie ld
is  'a  cer ta in man'  but  above that  'cer ta in man' is  God.  We might  have
said,  i f  that  man,  that  cer ta in man,  unknown by name haci  not  been
there,  Joseph would have returned to h is  father ,  would never  have
found h is  brethren,  would never  have been sent  down to Egypt .  But ,
my f r iend,  i t  is  God;  th is  man is  a l ink in  His p lan and purpose.  Joseph
is seen afar  of f  by h is  brethren and hated and that  hatred turns wel l -
nigh to murder. O watch your spirit! May we ever be preserved from
envy and jealousy which can lead to murder .  The Lord preserve us
from i t !  May brother ly  love cont inue,  may we bear wi th one another
and bear one another 's  burdens.

There is  no need for  me to enlarge upon th is  h is tory so wel l -known
and loved how Joseph was put in the pit and stripped of his coat and
then sold for twenty pieces of silver, and how his brethren cleceived
thei r  dear  aged father .  Our text  says:  "He sent  a man before them,
even Joseph, who was sold for a servant". He was sent down for a
s lave so that  th is  brethren thought  that  they would never  see h im
again. They had sat down and eaten their food while Jospeh was in the
pi t  and then sold h im wi th a cal lous and hard heart .  Do not  th ink thar
they are the only ones who can do a rh ing l ike that .  I  could do i t  i f  I
were left to myself. We need to watch against our own spirit. It may
not  be mani fested outwardly  in  such a grossly  cruel  deed,  but  the Lord
searches our  hear ts  and knows what  is  wi th in us.  . .He sent  a man
before them, even Joseph,  who was sold for  a servant" .  yet  down in
Egypt ,  in  a s t range land,  we read that  God was wi th h im.  I t  was bet ter
to be a lone,  suf fer ing a l l  the unkindness and i l l  t reatment  even of  your
brethren,  and to have the presence ofyour  God;  bet ter  so,  than to be
back in  Canaan wi th a l l  your  f locks,  deceiv ing your  father ,  th ink ing'O now we have got  r id  of  h im,  now we shal l  not  have any more
trouble ' .  Who would be the happier ,  Joseph or  h is  brethren? I  do not
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say Joseph's lo t  was easier ,  but  I  do say that  the dear man was b lessed
ni th the presence of  h is  God and that  would outweigh a l l  h is  path of
suf fer ing at  that  t ime.

"He sent  a man before them, even Joseph,  who was sold for  a
servant :  whose feet  they hur t  wi th fet ters:  he was la id in  i ron."  Yes;
we would have thought  that  Joseph,  was sunk low enough.  You
cannot  get  lower now, Joseph.  You cannot  get  in to a darker  p lace

now, Joseph.  We knou' that  you are serv ing the Egypt ian a l though we
know too that  God is  wi th vou.  No;  Joseph is  to go lower s t i l l ,  to  be
n.rore lonely s t i l l .  You rvel l  knou' the inc ident .  Prospered as Joseph
was,  set  over  a l l  that  h is  master  had,  that  wicked woman sought  to
ent ice the w'e l l - favoured young man.  I t  $ 'as not  the temptat ion of  a
day; it was repeated day by day. Young people, watch against such
ent icements,  shun them, f lee f rom them, turn f rom them. The woman
was pers is tent .  Why d id God permi t  her  to be le f t  a lone in the house
wi th Joseph at  that  t ime? Because "He sent  a man."  Joseph's fa i th  is
to be further tested. Joseph's fear of God is to be displayed as never
before.  Joseph said:  "How then can I  do th is  great  wickedness and s in
against  Cod?" My younger f r iends in  th is  congregat ion,  th is  s in that

Joseph was tempted to commit  is  accounted as noth ing in  the wor ld
today,  but  in  the Word of  God i t  is  ca l led " th is  great  wickedness".
Pray God ever to be kept and preserved from it. Joseph fled. "Flee

youthfu l  lusts" .  He lef t  h is  coat  in  the woman's hand and that  was
used as an unjust  accusat ion and condemnat ion against  Joseph.
Without  fa i r  hear ing he is  unjust ly  accused,  condemned and put  in to
the k ing 's  pr ison.  Now remember th is :  in  those days in  Egypt  one
could be left in prison for l i fe, forgotten and forsaken. What can you

say now Joseph? You are in  a st range land,  in  pr ison,  and here the

Psalmist ,  by the Holy Spir i t ,  leads us more deeply in to h is  suf fer ings.
"Whose feet  they hur t  wi th fet ters:  he was la id in  i ron" .  The marginal
render ing here is  'h is  soul ,  came into i ron ' .  His  feet  were l i tera l ly  held
with iron fetters, at least for a season. But not only that; deeper and
more painfu l ,  h is  soul  came into i ron.  This sets for th h is  pr ison

exper ience through th is  unjust  accusat ion and condemnat ion.  So the
dear man is  held in  fet ters,  h is  soul  in  fet ters of  i ron,  in  darkness;  and
i t  seems that  there can be no loosening of  that  i ron,  no l ightening of
the darkness,  no l iber ty  f rom the bondage.  Now when I  say that  I  do
not  mean for  a moment that  Joseph in the pr ison was forsaken of  h is

God.  for  the Word of  God te l ls  us that  God was u ' i th  h im;  but  we
must  get  the balance.  The Scr ipture here sets for th one s ide of  the
suf fer ings of  Joseph,  the t r ia l  o f  h is  fa i th  and the t ime of  h is  test ing,

but  at  the same t ime he is  not  wi thout  God.
Now th is  is  a s t range path,  and I  bel ieve we know a l i t t le  of  i t .  Our



I 1 6 The Gospel Magazine

fa i th has been tested,  we have been brought  in to a path of  af f l ic t ion,
our  soul  has entered in to i ron,  and yet  we have had a conscious sense
of  the presence of  our  God bear ing us up in  the path.  So we cannot
and do not  ent i re ly  g ive up hope.  Somet imes you have perhaps been
wel l -n igh ready '  to  g ive up,  a lmost  in  despair ,  but  there has been a
secret  help and b lessed support .  "He sent  a man before them, even
Joseph,  who was sold for  a servant ,  whose feet  they hur t  wi th fet ters:
he was la id in  i ron unt i l "  -  |  s t ress again,  my beloved hearers,  these
two important  words in  our  texr  -  HE and UNTIL -  , ,unt i l  the t ime
that  h is  word came the word of  the Lord t r ied h im".  That  t ime is  in
God's hand and the word that  He has g iven you,  the promise sealed in
your soul ,  in  t ime the Lord wi l l  per form though fa i th  wi l l  be r r ied.
though a l l  wi l l  come against  i t ,  though i t  may be a long wai t rng
season.  "The th ing was t rue,  but  the t ime appointed was lon_e".  (Dan.
1 0 . 1 . )

But  now there seems a wav out ,  a t  least  f rom the pr ison,  when the
baker and the but ler  te l l  the i r  dreams and Joseph g ives the
interpretat ions.  Even then he acknowledges God.  , ,Do not
in terpretat ions belong to God?" He remembers h is  God,  he l ives
close to h is  God,  he g ives g lory to h is  God.  Now the in terpretat ion
given to the baker  is  that  he is  to  be hung;  and so i t  was.  Regarding the
but ler  he was to be restored.  Now i t  is  going to be wel l  wi th you,  says
Joseph,  remember me,  speak to the k ing about  me,  speak of  my
unjust  impr isonment .  Surely  th is  is  God's way;  sure ly  the Lord is
going to br ing me out  now, sure ly  th is  is  the l ink in  God's purpose to
re l ieve my capt iv i ty ,  to  loosen my bonds.  We might  th ink of  the dear
man expect ing every moment that  the summons would come to loose
him and let  h im go.  In  Genesis we read th is  word, ,Af ter  two fu l l
years" .  Fr iend,  i f  you are in  pain,  i f  you are in  sorrow, i f  you are
parted f rom those you love,  i f  you are in  t rouble,  the t ime seems so
long.  We know that  every hour  can be no longer and no shor ter  than
an hour;  i t  is  s t i l l  s ix ty  minutes,  and s ix ty  seconds to the minute.  But
th is  speaks to us of  the dear man wai t ing,  t r ied,  in  the words of  our
text ,  "unt i l  the t ime that  h is  word came, the word of  the Lord t r ied
him".  I t  is  in  God's t ime,  in  God's way,  and the hearts  of  a l l  are in  His
hand,  even that  of  the k ing in  h is  palace,  as leep upon h is  bed.  He
dreams and there is  none in the land that  can g ive an in terpretat ion,
but  there is  the awaking of  the remembrance of  the but ler  concerning
the man that  is  in  pr ison.  This is  the t ime,  th is  is  the breaking through
o f  l i gh t  i n  t he  da rkness ,  t h i s  i s  t he  Lo rd  wo rk ing ,  , ,He  sen t  a  man . "  I
see such a beauty in  the word tonight ,  such comfqr t  for  my soul  -
God's work ing,  Cod's p lan,  God's purpose.  They went  and brought
Josenh out  "wi th haste" .
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His PurPoses wi l l  r iPen fast ,
Unfo ld ing everY hour;
The bud maY have a b i t ter  taste '
But  sweet  wi l l  be the f lower."

"They made h im run" as the margin reads.  What  a loosening of  the

bonds!  Joseph interprets the dream and is  set  next  to  the k ing '  What  a

t ransformat ion nowl  We are reminded of  the word "Them that

honour Me I  wi l l  honour" .  God is  no man's debtor '  My pastor  used to

say that ,  and i t  is  t rue.  I f  vou honour God and put  God f i rs t  then

God wi l l  b less you.  I  do not  sav -Your u 'af  is  going to be eas-v,  but  you

rv i l l  be helped and God u ' i l l  br ing -vou through.  Joseph,  you are now

next  to  the k ing:  you are not  in  pr ison.  But  what  about  those dreams

now? I t  would appear that  can never  be fu l f i l led now. The Lord n ' i l l

u 'ork His purpose in His t ime and in His way.  "Unt i l  the t ime that  hrs

word came, the word of  the Lord t r ied h im".  The patr iarchs,

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob were prospered. Isaac sowed and reaped a
hundredfo ld harvest .  But  now Jacob,  what  has happened? Famine,

starvat ion,  the prospect  of  per ish ing as the famine spreads through the

land.  Poor Jacob!  I t  seems that  God is  against  you.  Where is  a l l  your

former prosperity? But "He sent a man before them" - God's
purpose. Now the brethren journey down to Egypt and there is a

fulf i lment of the first part of Joseph's dream and then of the second part

as they come down the second time. "Until the time that his word came:

the word of the Lord tried him". Is anlthing too hard for the Lord?
The point  that  I  now wish iust  to  observe wi th you is  th is :  those

brethren were terr i f ied when Joseph made h imsel f  known to them, but

what  d id Joseph say "So now i t  $ 'as not  t 'ou that  sent  me hi ther ,  but

God".  Joseph d id not  exonerate h is  brethren of  thei r  s in,  or  pass i t

over  as though i t  was not  s in,  but  he could see the work ing out  of

God's purpose and th is  quietened h im and f i l led h im wi th a forg iv ing

spi r i t  that  could embrace each of  these brethren.  You can understand
him c l ing ing to Benjamin and k iss ing h im, but ,  my f r iend,  rve read
"Moreover he k issed a/ /  h is  brethren and wept  upon them".  Yes,  even

Simeon and those who had been so cruel .  Here Joseph could see the

hand of  Cod,  Cod wi th h im,  the purpose of  God in tak ing h im down

into Egypt  and the fu l f i lment  to h im of  God's word spoken to h im in

his  dreams so many years before.  "Unt i l  the t ime that  h is  word came:

the word of  the Lord t r ied h im."  What  a t ime of  wai t ing l  What

myster ious events throughout  that  per iod of  wai t ing!  But  God in His

t ime and way fu l f i l led His word and that  was conf i rmed again when

Jacob d ied and the brethren thought ,  'Now Joseph rv i l l  get  h is

revenge' .  Hear the test imony of  Joseph as he speaks to h is  brethren.
"Fear not ,  for  am I  in  the p lace of  God? But  as for  you (you see,  he
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does not  cover  over  thei r  s in)  ye thought  ev i l  against  me;  but  God
means i t  unto good."  That  is  i t .  "But  God means i t  unto good."  This
again can be t raced through the Word in  the exper ience of  Cod's dear
chi ldren.  Jacob h imsel f  must  have entered in  some measure in to th is
when at  one moment he said "Al l  these th ings are against  me",  bur  ere
long the wagons come up f rom Egypt ;  ere long the man's sorrow is
turned into joy.  He could nor  at  f i rs t  bel ieve i t ,  for  he fa inted wi th in
himsel f  when he f i rs t  heard the news that  Joseph was a l ive;  but  when
he saw'the w'agons his spirit revived. We read ,, lsrael said" - Israel,
the man of  fa i th ,  rhe man who prevai led wi th God,  the man who is
now t r iumphing over  a l l  by God's grace - , , lsrael  sa id,  I t  is  enough;
Joseph my son is  yet  a l ive:  I  wi l l  go and see h im before I  d ie.""Unt i l  the t ime that  h is  word came".  I  leave just  a few seed
thoughts wi th you for  fur ther  medi tat ion.  , ,Unt i l  the t ime that  h is
word came".  This we t raced through the erper ience of  the godly.
Abraham, as he is called out of the land of Ur, goes forth; yet as we
read in Acts,  he had not  a foot 's  breadth of  land to cal l  h is  own.  He
had no chi ld  of  h is  own;  yet  he had the promise of  God.  So we may
say that  for  Abraham i t  was t rue that  "unt i l  the t ime that  h is  word
came the word of  the L.ord t r ied h im".  Abraham had to wai t  unt i l  he
was an hundred years old. For Sarah there is no physical possibil i ty of
br inging for th a chi ld ,  but  rhat  is  when God works,  when a l l  is
hopeless,  that  you may see the hand of  your  God.  Then even that  wi l l
be t r ied wi th a Jehovah-J i reh exper ience - ( ( ln  the mount  of  God i t
shal l  be seen".  Think too of  the Israel i tes in  bondage in Egypt ,  Joseph
himsel f  had said that  they should one day go up out  of  Egypt  (Cen
50.24/5)  and in Hebrews l l  we read that  , ,by fa i th  he gave
commandment concerning h is  bones".  By fa i th  he said ,my bones
shall not remain in Egypt. You wil l carry them up hence hundreds of
years la ter ' .  A l l  th is  is  fu l f i l led when the t ime comes,  God's t ime,  for
Israel  to  go for th,  but  i t  is  under cr ies and bondage and lash of
the taskmaster  and the impossib i l i ty  of  l iberat ion.  That  is  the r ime
when God works - as recorded in the end part of Exodus chapter 2.
But  in  the beginning of  chapter  3 Moses sees rhe bush that  burned wi th
fire and was not consumed. There God is working and is sending
Moses to br ing out  His people according to His t ime and His way.  So
take courage,  f r iend.  "Unt i l  the t ime that  h is  word came the word of
the Lord t r ied h im".  Your fa i th  is  going to be t r ied but  God wi l l  be
fa i thfu l  to  you;  God wi l l  not  leave you,  fa i l  you or  forsake you.  I  pray
that  our  fa i th  may be st rengthened.  I f  you are wai t ing upon God and
your fa i th  is  sore ly  t r ied,  seek grace to look up,  to  t rust  in  Him at  a l l
t imes;  and be assured of  th is ,  that  what  God has promised He is  able
also to per form. Amen.
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The Precious Name
Notes of discourse given by Mr. Wm. M. Byers (Elder) at Portree

Free Presbyterian Church, Isle of Skye'

"Becsuse o.f the savour o.f Thy good ointments Thy Nqme is os

ointrnent poured forth, therefore do the virgins love Thee." Song.

So l .  l .  3 .

Here in  the Song of  Solomon we have a conversat ion between the

heavenly Br idegroom and His Br ide the Church.  In  verses l -4 of  th is

opening chapter we have the Church's love to Christ expressed and her

desire and earnest prayer for His presence and for fellowship with

H im.
Let  us consider  (1)  the One addressed

(2)  the text ,  the statement  made,
(3)  the ef fect  of  th is  knowledge.

( l )  The One addressed.  The One addressed is  the Lord Jesus Chr is t .

He was the Father's elect from all eternity, set up from everlasting in

that covenant "ordered in all things and sure." He was the Messiah, the

Anointed One, set aside for the holy work of the salvation of sinners,
"anointed wi th the o i l  o f  joy above His fe l lows."  "Behold,  God is  my

salvat ion,  I  wi l l  t rust  and not  be af ra id,  for  the Lord Jehovah is  my

strength and my song;  He a lso is  become my salvat ion."  There is

salvation in no other, for "there is no other Name under heaven given

among men whereby we must be saved."
When the angel of the Lord appeared unto Joseph in a dream

announcing the Lord 's  b i r th  he was to ld,  "Thou shal t  ca l l  His  Name

Jesus,  for  He shal l  save His people f rom thei r  s ins ' "  This  is  the Name

above every Name to His people, for they deeply feel their sinnership

and thei r  need of  just  such a Saviour  -  Jesus Chr is t  the Saviour .  I f
you were facing death at this very moment would you be putting your

whole t rust  in  Him? Is  He a l l  in  a l l  to  you for  t ime and etern i ty? I f  so '

then you are a real  worshipper  here th is  morning,  not  just  in  the

outward form, but  a worshipper  in  the secret  p lace of  your  hear t .

Notice the language of the Bride as she extols her Beloved. "Thou

art  fa i rer  than the chi ldren of  men,"  and then consider  what  He says

to her ,  "Thou ar t  a l l  fa i r ,  My love,  there is  no spot  in  thee."  How

beaut i fu l ly  th is  expresses the mutual  love between Chr is t  and His

Church !

Next  le t  us consider  (2)  the statement  made.  "Because of  the savour

of  Thy good o intments Thy Name is  as o intment  poured for th."
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You know the Lord 's  people get  a scent ,  a  savour of  Chr is t 's
garments in  the Gospel .  There was a prec ious holy anoint ing o i l  used
in the tabernacle of old to consecrate the holy things made from
myrrh,  c innamon,  sweet  calamus,  cassia and o i l  o l ive,  which was
typical  of  the Holy Spir i t 's  work in  rhe hearts  of  His people.  And the
command was,  "Nei ther  shal l  ye make any other  l ike i t ,  a f ter  the
compos i t i on  o f  i t ;  i t  i s  ho l y ,  and  i t  sha l l  be  ho l y  un to  you . , 'Now
Aaron,  the pr iest  of  o ld,  was anointed wi th th is  o i l ,  and our  Great
High Pr iest  is  the anointed One of  the Father ,  and how sweet  is  the
perfume and the odour of  His garments!  Have you a scenr,  a savour
of  the a loes,  myrrh and cassia of  Chr is t 's  garments in  the Gospel?
Have you a scent  of  Chr is t? Some have no sense of  smel l ,  natura l ly ,
but  some have no sense of  smel l  sp i r i tua l ly .  Has the Holy Spir i t  g iven
you the nostr i ls  wi th which ro smel l  the per fume and odour of  the
ointments of  His Name? Only He can.  He Himsel f  sa id,  , ,He shal l
receive of  Mine and shal l  shew i t  unto you."  Ohl  His people do get  a
sweet  smel l  o f  Jesus Chr is t  in  the Gospel .  They know the t ruth of  that
word,  "Al l  Thy garments smel l  o f  myrrh,  and a loes,  and cassia,  out  of
the ivory palaces,  whereby they have made thee g lad.  "  They know the
scent '  the savour of  chr is t  in  the Gospel  by the reveal ing of  the Holy
Spirit, purifying and preserving them. Can you actually describe the
scent  of  ord inary per fume? No,  i t  is  so indef inable;  there is  a
fragrance, an odour that no words can adequately express. you have
to get a scent of it in order to realise the fragrance. So, spiritually, no_
one can fu l ly  descr ibe the sweetness of  the scent  of  chr is t 's  Name.
You have to experience it to value it, and, if you once have a scent of
i t ,  you wi l l  come back for  more.  What  happened when the woman in
the Gospel  broke the a labaster  box of  o intment  and anointed the
Saviour 's  feet? What  happened? ' ,The odour f i l led the p lace."  So i t  is
with those who get a scent of christ. They spread it around wherever
they go.  I t  cannot  be h id.  "wheresoever th is  Gospel  shal l  be preached
in the whole wor ld,  there shal l  a lso th is  that  th is  woman hath done be
to ld for  a memor ia l  o f  her . "  Bel iever ,  you have had a scent ,  a  savour
of  th is  o intment  in  the Gospel ,  and i t  has reached the heart  of  vour
soul  and won i t  for  Chr is t  Himsel f .

The women came to the sepulchre af ter  the Lord 's  resurrect ion
wi th sweet  spices to embalm His body,  but  the tomb was empty.  He
needed not  thei r  o intments for  He could see no corrupt ion.  He was the
anointed One of  His Father .  "Cod,  even Thy God,  hath anointed
Thee wi th the o i l  o f  g ladness above Thy fe l lows.  "  can you understand
that  mystery? Anointed wi th the o i l  o f  joy above His fe l lows? yet  He
went  down to the very depths of  the sorrows of  Calvaiy ,  bear ing our
s ins in  His own body on the t ree,  endur ing the h id ing of  His Father 's
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face,  and going down even unto death i tse l f ,  and yet ,  He was anointed
r .v i th  the o i l  o f  joy above His fe l lows!  Oh!  the deep myster ies of  lhe
cross!  And as He came down to Calvary,  God the Father  smel lec i  a
sweet savour, l ike as it is recorded in Genesis when Noah after the
flood builded an altar unto the Lord, "And the Lord smelled a sweer
savour," when that f irst sacrif ice was offered. Grace in the heart ol
the bel iever  gets a scent  of  th is  ef f icacy of  the cross and says,  , ,My

Lord and my God!"  So Chr is t  needed not  to  be per fumed,  , ,He saw
no corrupt ion."  The women need not  have brought  thei r  o intmenrs"
but  they brought  them out  of  love to thei r  Saviour .  yes,  He rose
tr iumphant ly  to g lory wi th the sweet  odour of  His orvn sacr i f ice which
would pervade not  only  heaven but  ear th a lso.  Oh!  there is  somethine
of heaven even here upon earth.

Finally, let us consider (3) the effect of this knowledge. The effecr
of  th is  knowledge is  love.  "Therefore do the v i rg ins love Thee."  How
the hearts  of  the bel ievers go out  in  love to thei r  Lord,  and wel l  they
might !  They can do no other ,  even as the o intment  was poured for th,
love is poured forth out of their hearts in prayer and praise - they are
united to Christ by faith - they have a scent of the Beloved, the Rose
of  Sharon;  they have the odour of  the Rose of  Sharon about  them,
and that  is  a breath of  heaven's a i r  on ear th.  The Beloved is  now in
heaven interceding for them; they would not recognise their own
prayers if they could see them as they are presented through His
intercession to the Father  in  heaven.  Yes,  there is  a breath of  heaven's
ai r  on ear th.

I wil l close by quoting some wonderful words of Samuel
Rutherford.

"O Fairest among the sons of men, why stayest Thou so long away?
O heavens,  move fast ;  O t ime,  run,  run and hasten the marr iage day;
for love is tormented with delays. O angels, O seraphim, who stancl
before h im, O blessed spi r i ts  who now see His face,  set  Him on h ighl
For when you have worn your harps in His praises, all is too l itt le, and
is noth ing,  to  cast  the smel l  o f  the pra ise of  that  fa i r  F lower,  that
f ragrant  Rose of  Sharon,  through many wor lds!"

Nature is  content  wi th l i t t le ;  grace wi th less;  but  lust  wi th noth ing

Matthe'N Hentrv
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All of Grace
"Th.v plants ore an orchard o.f pomegronates, with pleasont fruils,

camphor with spikenard and saffron, calamus and cinnanton, with qll
trees of .l"rankincense, myrrh qnd aloes, with all the chief spices."
Song Sol .  4 ;  13,  14.

Hear,  my soul ,  what  Chr i -s t ,  thy Husband and thy Saviour ,  sa i th to
the Church and,  as thou ar t  a  par t  of  i t  in  Him, take i t  to  thysel f .
Surely  the Church of  Jesus is  His garden,  and every p lant  in  i t  which
the heavenly Father  hath p lanted,  must  f lour ish wi th a l l  the increase
of  God,  as t rees of  the Lord 's  r ight  hand p lant ing.  Even the tenderest
p lants,  the youngest  of  His people,  form a par t  in  th is  orchard of
pomegranates;  for  every one hath been taken out  of  nature 's  wi ld
wi lderness and brought ,  by sovereign and d is t inguishing grace,  in to
the Lord 's  garden,  His Church,  and,  l ike pomegranates,  a large and
fu l l -bear ing f ru i t ,  sweet  and del ic ious,  they are in  Jesus 'eye most
pleasant, from the beauty and comeliness He hath put upon them.
And do observe how very grac ious thy Lord is  in  enumerat ing,  not
only " the p leasant  f ru i ts , "  but  " the chief  sp ices;"  meaning,  no
doubt ,  that  as in  Him they par take of  a l l  that  is  His,  and der ive beauty
and fragrancy and fruitfulness from their Lord, as the branch from
the v ine,  so do the var ious graces of  His b lessed Spir i t  appear in  them,
as the sweet  f ru i ts  under His creat ing and r ipening in f luence.  See to i t ,
my soul, that these things do appear in thee, and that faith and love
and hope and joy and peace in bel iev ing abound in thee,  through the
Holy Ghost  .  Oh !  the b lessedness of  knowing these th ings and enjoy ing
them! And oh the b lessedness of  being thus d is t inguished,  as the rare
spices of  the East ,  wi th such love- tokens of  Jesus.  Thou knowest  that
i f  thou ar t  as an orchard of  pomegranates wi th p leasant  f ru i ts ,  thou
art  whol ly  so f rom Jesus.  Nature never  produceth them, nei ther  can
br ing them for th,  nor  cause them to f lour ish.  Oh!  then,  Thou dear
Lord!  I f  I  am by sovereign grace precious and p leasant  in  Thy v iew,  be
Thou eternal ly  pra ised and eternal ly  g lor i f ied for  the d is t inguishing
mercy;  for  of  Thee,  and f rom Thee and by Thee,  I  am what  I  am; and
oh!  Let  Thy grace l ive in  me,  to Thy pra ise,  and to the g lory of  His
grace,  "Who hath made me accepted in the Beloved."

Dr. Robert Hawker'.s Dortion.s
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The Silver Lining
Charles Haddon Spurgeon said that we may read many books but

next to the Bible we can read such a lot in the volume of Nature. This
is  borne out  in  many Scr iptures but  par t icu lar ly  in  psalm lg,  l_4."The heavens declare the glory of God: and the firmament sheweth
His handywork.  Day unto day ur tereth speech,  and n ight  unto n ight
sheweth knowledge. There is no speech nor language where their voice
is  not  heard,  and thei r  words unto the end of  the wor ld."

one's mind was specially directed to the significance of clouds
when, having just passed through a very heavy cloud of trouble, one
saw a most  br i l l iant  whi te c loud hanging there in  the deep b lue sky l ike
a huge wad of cotton wool, but the striking part about that cloud was
that ,  r ight  across the centre of  i t ,  was a th in,  grey steak,  and i t  seemed
as if the Lord was saying, "I have brought you through this dark
cloud and you now begin to see the brightness of the sun shining
through again - the brightness of the goodness of the Lord - but do
not forget what I have brought you through." "Thou shalt rememoer
al l  the way the Lord thy God hath led thee."  In  par t icu lar ,  the
ordinance of the Lord's Supper came before one when we try and
remember that darkest of all clouds that the Lord went through when
the c loud of  God's anger against  s in burst  upon Him. , ,Thls  do in
remembrance of Me."

Now it is impossible to study alt the references to clouds in the Bible
- they are innumerable - and there are more ref'erences to clouds in
the Book of Job and the Psalms than anywhere else. Clouds very often
signify varied trials in the Scriptures (though not always) bur, surely,
Job of all the saints was the most tried yET the Lord blessed the end
of  Job more than the beginning and gave h im twice as much as he had
before, and also the Lord said he was a perfect and upright man.
David too,  had sore t r ia ls ,  but  he was a man of  God's own heart  a lso.
So let us not imagine that if we have more trials than others it is
because we are necessarily bigger sinners than others for. ,,The Lord
l r i e th  t he  r i gh teous .  "

The f i rs t  ment ion of  a c loud is  in  Genesis 9,13,  , . I  do set  Mv bow in
the c loud,  and i t  shal l  be a token of  a covenant  between Me and the
earth,"  and a lso i t  is  the last  ment ioned in the Bib le in  Revelat ion
which we wil l consider later on. Now this first mention of a cloud has
to do with GOD HIMSELF revealed unto us as the covenant-making
and covenant-keeping God, and when He sees the bow in the cloud
HE wi l l  remember His covenant .  What  a g lor ious thought ,  and how

r23
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encouraging to fa i th !  May we a lso remember Him and His covenant
promises "ordered in a l l  th ings and sure"  as David said.  C)ur  thor . rghts
need,  then,  to  be d i rected to GOD and not  to  ourselves when under a
c loud .

Next  we have the c loud of  the presence of  God in the guidance of
His people,  Erodus 14,19,  the p i l lar  of  c loud by day which stood
berr"een the Israel i tes and the Egypt ians in  the wi lderness and was
darkness to the Egypt ians but  l ight  to  the chi ldren of  Israel .  How they
's tayed put '  as i t  were when that  s tayed,  and journeyed when i t  moved
- the Shekinah g lory -  the presence of  the Lord.  Oh that  we may
rratch that  c loud and not  s tay behind when i t  moves or  go in  f ront  of
it. May we say and feel "If Thy presence go not with me carry me not
up hence" and feel "My presence shall go with thee and I wil l give
thee rest"  in  every moving of  the c loud.

Then comes the c loud of  g lory on Mount  Sinai  Erodus 24,16 af ter
the giving of the law and Moses built an altar and offered offerings
and spr ink led the b lood -  typ ical  of  the b lood of  the covenant  which
Chr is t  sealed wi th His own blood,  and Moses went  up in to the Mount
to receive the tables of stone on which the law and commandments
were engraved, and the glory of the Lord abode on the Mount and the
cloud covered it six days, and Moses was there forty days and forty
n ights.  Again,  at  the complet ion of  the tabernacle Exodus 40,35,
Moses was not able to enter into the tent of the congregation because
the c loud abode thereon and the g lory of  the Lord f i l led the
tabernacle,  set t ing for th the t rue Tabernacle that  was to come, Jesus
Chr is t ,  the Tabernacle that  GoC pi tched and not  man.

You then have the c loud of  Cod's meet ing p lace wi th the s inner ,
Levi t icus 16,2.  "And I  wi l l  appear in  the c loud upon the mercy seat" .
He can meet with us nowhere else but through Christ alone and all He
has done, but what a welcome awaits the sinner there, and what a
heinous s in i t  is  to  neglect  the mercy seat !

Then consider  the c loud as a s ign of  answer to prayer  -  "The c loud
as b ig as a man's hand" I  K ings 18,44.  Af ter  there had been a sore
famine in the land for want of water Eli jah told Ahab categorically
that  there was sound of  abundance of  ra in,  when at  that  moment there
was not  the least  s ign whatsoever,  and h is  fa i th  was sore ly  t r ied,
even after God's marvellous appearance at his confrontation with
Ahab,  and he fe l l  prostrate wi th h is  face between h is  knees cry ing
to God and he sent  h is  servant  to  look towards the sea to f ind whether
there was any sign of his prayer being answered, and he went seven
t imes before there was any indicat ion but ,  a t  the seventh t ime,  there
was a c loud as b ig as a man's hand,  and then the heaven was b lack
wi th c louds and wind and there was a sreat  ra in.  What  a lesson is  here
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to be learned by us to persevere in prayer even though there be no -.ign
whatsoever -  in  fact ,  th ings may appear to go qui te contrary to our
prayers - but we must go again and again - and not only prav but
WATCH and PRAY. I  th ink a lso i t  should show us that  even af ter
great blessing our faith can be sorely tried even as Eli jah's was after
God's marvel lous appearance when ' the f i re  l icked up the water  in  the
trench.  '

There are many references to c louds in  Job,  but  the one that  has
struck one forc ib ly  is  in  Job 37,16,  " the balancings of  the c louds""
This is  a wonderfu l  thought  to take hold of  -  every c loud that  comes
our way is ,  as i t  were,  balanced out ,  weighed in God's balances,  sr r
that  not  one t r ia l  can be l ighter  or  heavier  than He determines,  as the
hymn-wr i ter  says,

"Our sorro"vs in the scales He rveighs
And measures out  our  pains."

What  a comfor t  th is  should be to us!
Now to the Psalms.  Psalm 18,11 & 12.  "His pavi l ion round about

Him were dark waters and th ick c louds of  the sk ies."  Thick c louds is
where He walks,  so i f  we are c lose to Him we also shal l  walk through
the th ick c louds wi th Him -  and what  good company that  wi l l  be!

Let us just look at f ive more references to clouds in the Psalms
setting forth the attributes of God, every one of which we need as we
pass through our  c louds.

Psalm 36,5. "Thy mercy O Lord is in the heavens and 
-Ihy

foithfulness reacheth unto the clouds."
Psalm 57,10 "For  Thy mercy is  great  unto the heavens,  and Thy '

t ruth \nto the c louds."  Psalm 68,34 "His s t rength is  in  the c louds."
Psalm 97,2. "Clouds and darkness are round Him, rightectusness

and judgmenl  are the habi tat ion of  His throne."
First, here we have mercy for our sin, for, remember, He has said,

" I  have b lot ted out  as a th ick c loud thy t ransgression and as a c loud
thy s in.  "

Second, we have His truth, as against our dark clouds of unbelief -

how we need His t ruth to d isperse those c louds!
Third, His strength in our weakness, and
Fourth, Righteousness, to be our breastplate against all the attacks

of  the ev i l  one and
Fifth, Judgntent Lo preserve us.
Surely we can come in with Wm. Cowper who experienced such

dark c louds of  depression more or  less a l i  h is  l i fe  but  of  whom i t  is  sa id
that as he passed away there was such an erpression of joy and
surprise as he entered heaven at last:-

t25
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"Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take,
The clouds ye so much dread

Are big with mercy and shall break
In b less ings on your  head."

We have now a very solemn reference to consider  in  Isa iah 14,14,
one who t r ies to ascend above the c louds -  proud Luci fer .  Yes,  pr ide
speaks l ike that  when we th ink we know bet ter  than God Himsel f ,  and
ask the reason why.  Let  us not  imi tate the devi l  h imsel f !

Then Psalm 104,3,  "Who maketh the c louds His char iot"  -  His
chariot where He rides as it were on the behalf of His people King of
k ings and Lord of  lords to conquer a l l  His  and thei r  enemies.  Also in
Matthew 24,30 we read there that in these he wil l come the second
t ime,  and into these the saints wi l l  be caught  up to meet  the Lord in  the
a i r .  I  Thess .  4 .17 .

We also have a most precious Scripture about God walking on the
clouds in  Nahum 1,3.  "The Lord hath His way in the whir lwind and
the storm and the c louds are the dust  of  His feet . "  lsn ' t  th is  a lovely
expression? Would a child be afraid of the dust of His father's feet as
he sees him coming towards him? No, he would run to meet him. Oh
that  we could be l ike that  ch i ld  when our  c louds look so ominous -  be
on the look-out and welcome our heavenly Father and be l istening to
what He has to say to us. In other words to "Count it all joy when we
fa l l  in to d ivers temptat ions" .  Let  us remember the Lord is  there and
we shal l  see the Sun of  Righteousness shin ing through the darkest
c loud.  You know God so of ten conceals Himsel f  when He works His
rvonders.

"Deep in unfathomable mines
Of never- fa i l ing sk i l l ,

He t reasures up His br ight  designs
And works His sovereign wi l l . "

In  Zechar iah you have " the br ight  c louds."  "Ask ye of  the Lord
ra in in  the t ime of  the la t ter  ra in,  so shal l  the Lord make br ight  c louds
and give showers of rain and to every one grass in the fields." Here is
a promise of  the Sun of  Righteousness shin ing through and g iv ing a
bright cloud which wil l produce fruitfulness. How often we are
disciplined and bettered for walking through trials and hard
experiences. Oftentimes we have been able to testify to others of
God's goodness,  those who perhaps come into the same s i tuat ion
where we have been,  as we see the Lord behind the c loud.  So much for
the Old Testament references.

Now in the New Testament we come to the most magnificent bright
c loud of  a l l  a t  the t ransf igurat ion of  Chr is t ,  and the voice out  of  the
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cloud.  I t  is  ca l led a br ight  c loud in Mat thew 17,5;  in  Mark 9,7 a c loud,
but  we wi l l  fo l low i t  up f rom Luke's  record Luke 9,34.  Chr is t  took
Peter, James and John with Him up into the mountain to pray and as
He prayed the fashion of His countenance was altered and there
appeared and ta lked wi th Him Moses and El ias,  and what  d id thev
talk about? The subject was not of the glory of heaven which they had
lef t ,  but  of  "His decease which He should accompl ish at  Jerusalem".
That  word "decease" means "exodus" just  as Moses brought  the
chi ldren of  Israel  out  of  the wi lderness was cal led ' the exodus'  (and
also both Moses and Eli jah had a special exodus from this world.)
So Chr is t  made His exodus -  He accompl ished i t  -  He was not
inact ive in  His death -  He accompl ished i t .  And when Peter ,  James
and John awoke from their sleep Peter said, "Lord it is good for us to
be here, Let us make three tabernacles, one for Thee, and one for
Moses and one for Elias" "not knowing whot he said. " That is just
l ike impetuous Peter. "And while He thus spake there came a bright
cloud and overshadowed them and they feared as they entered into the
cloud." Now the Syriac Version of the Bible reads - "Peter and
James and John feared when they saw Moses and Elias enter the
cloud,"  so,  as Moses represented the law and El ias the prophets,  they
were rightly blotted out from their view, as both the law and the
prophets were fulf i l led in Christ. So Peter's request to remain together
was completely wrong. Besides, how could Christ f inish His work if
He should remain there on the Mount? Then you have the voice
call ing the whole attention Io Christ, "This is My Beloved Son, hear
Him."  In  Mat thew 17,8 we read,  "When they had l i f ted up thei r  eyes
they saw no man save JESUS ONLY."  Yes,  that 's  i t .

Now let us come back in conclusion to the rainbow. It is the first
mentioned in the Bible in Genesis and the last mentioned in
Revefation. Rev. 4, 2 & 3, " And immediately I was in the Spirit, and,
behold a throne was set in heaven, and one sat on the throne. And He
that sat was to look upon like a jasper and a sardine stone, and there
was a ra inbow about  the throne,  in  s ight  l ike unto an emerald."  And
again in  Rev. l0,  I  "And I  saw another  mighty angel  come down f rom
heaven,  c lothed wi th a c loud,  and a ra inbow was upon h is  head,  and
his face was as it were the sun, and his feet as pil lars of f ire."

Now the whole subject  of  the c louds is  wrapped around,  as i t  were,
from Genesis to Revelation with the rainbow, and here in these verses
we have the " ra inbow about  the throne" and " the ra inbow upon FI is
head" which both signify the covenant and it is upon the head of
Chr is t  wi th a l l  i ts  b less ings.  As the ra inbow is  a ref lect ion of  the beams
of  the sun upon a c loud,  so the covenant  is  owing to Jesus the Sun of
Righeousness,  and a l l  He suf fered;  being of  var ious colours i t  f i t ly
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expresses the var ious promises and b less ings of  the covenant  of  grace,
and also the varied providences - sorrowful or joyful - that come
our way, and being round the throne, tells us that God is always
mindfu l  of  i t  and fa i th fu l ly  keeps i t ,  and,  being in  th is  form, i t  shews
that in whatever way He comes forth to His people it is in a "covenenl

wa),and manner", so He can be approached as a covenant God in a
covenant  way and manner.  So we see Him who was prophesied
should come and seal  that  covenant  wi th His own blood in order  that
our  s ins should be b lot ted out  as a th ick c loud.  How dark was that
awful  c loud of  the anger of  God against  s in that  fe l l  upon the
Mediator  of  the New Covenant ,  Jesus Chr is t  our  Great  High Pr iest ,  so
that  He,  the Sun of  Righteousness should break for th wi th heal ing in
F{is wings upon them for whom He stood Surety, in order that the-v
should love and serve Him here and then come to that place where we
are to ld,  "There shal l  be no more sea" and therefore no more c louds,
for ever to behold Him face to face in glory. How blessed is our
por t ion!  Let  us re jo ice in  the t ruths of  God's Word and study them
more,  then we shal l  be for t i f ied against  t r ia ls  as they come along.  Bur ,
most  of  a l l ,  le t  us remember that  the Lord Himsel f  not  only  bore our
s ins but  we read,  "He carr ied our  sorrows" too.  Let  us look then to
Jesus only,  remember ing that  the covenant  is  ordered in a l l  th ings and
sure.

You wil l forgive a personal reference here to close. Last summer in
August  I  was in  the Is le of  Skye and v is i ted the very spot  by a quiet
Loch where seven years previously my husband passed away very
suddenly. At his death, or very soon after, the covenant was revealed
to me as ordered in all things and sure which completely l i fted me
above the bereavement and caused me to rejoice in the Lord Who doth
all things well. Seven years later to the very month I stood looking
over that Loch at the same spot where he died and just as I was about
to leave a most beautiful rainbow appeared and seemed to come
down, as it were, to my feet. My heart was softened and lifted up to
the Lord in  real  thanksgiv ing and pra ise for  HIS COVENANT
mercies to me, specially during the last seven years; 'Ordered in all
th ings and sure. '

G . M . P .

"When deaf  to every warning g iven,
Man braved the patient power of heaven,
Great  in  His anger,  God arose,
Deluged the wor ld,  and drowned His foes
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Vengeance, that called for this just doom,
Retired to make sweet mercy room;
God ,  o f  H i s  w ra th  repen t i ng ,  swore ,
A flood should drown the earth no more.

That future ages this might know,
He placed in heaven His radiant bow;
The s ign,  t i l l  t ime i tse l f  shal l  fa i l ,
That waters shall no more Prevail.

The beaut ies of  th is  bow but  sh ine
To vulgar eyes as something fine;
Others investigate their cause
By mediums drawn from nature's laws.

But what great ends can men Pursue
From schemes l ike these,  suppose them t rue?
Describe the form, the cause define,
the ra inbow st i l l  remains a s ign.

A sign in which by faith we read
The covenant God with Noah made;
A noble end and truly great,
But something greater l ies there yet.

This bow that  beams wi th v iv id l ight ,
Presents a sign to Christian sight,
That  God has sworn (who dares condemn?)
He wi l l  no more be wroth wi th them.

Thus the believer, when he views
The ra inbow in i ts  var ious hues
May say,  "Those l ive ly  colours shine
To show that  heaven is  sure ly  mine.

See in yon cloud what tinctures glow,
And gild the smiling vales below;
So smiles my cheerful soul to see
My God is  reconci led to me."

Joseph Hart
Gadsby's Selection 79 I.
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The Lower Lights
W. J.  SEATON ( lnverness)

Ananias of Damascus

"And there was a certain disciple at Damqscus named Ananias..."

If we ask who this Ananias was, then we can only say that he was ..a
certain disciple at Damascus," for apart from the incident recorded in
Acts chapter 9, and repeated in Acts chapter 22, we know nothing
whatsoever about that old saint. What we do know, however _
although not tell ing us much about Ananias himself - tells us, yer
again' something more of that precious truth of how God is so often
pleased to use the ordinary to perform the extra-ordinary.
Ananias of Damascus, then, was the human instrument that God took
up to use in the pointing of Saul of Tarsus to salvation in christ. you
remember the scenes? Saul on the way to Damascus, breathine out
threats etc. ,  against  the church there.  The Lord stops h im in h is"path,
directs him into Damascus, and eventually sends one to lay his hands on
Saul  and to pronounce,  in  Cod's name,, ,Brother  Saul ,  receive thy
s ight . "  That  one was Ananias;  that  one was the inst rument  that  God
used for the directing to Christ of the greatest apostle that the church
was ever to see. And when God used such a one as that, then it aeain
highlights the lesson of how God so often takes up rhe appare*ntly
foolish, or despised, or insignificant to perform some of Hii ereatest
u  o rks .

Very often we say that God cAN use the l itt le things to confound the
mighty;  and that  is ,  o f  course,  t rue;  but  i t  is  not  ALL the r ruth.  And the
truth is  not  s imply rhat  God cAN, bur  rhat  God so of ten DoES just
that. we would never have chosen Ananias of Damascus for such a iask
as leading Saul of rarsus into the church of christ. And so, we would
have gone right to the top: phitip the evangelist, fresh from preaching
that revival in chapter eight, or having cirried out that tremendous
piece of "personal work" with the Ethiopian Eunuch. I lLrt no. Not that
either of those things are ro be despised in the least degree; but it is this
way in which Cod so often turns our thinking ,prid._do*n. What
about Peter, or John, or Matthew - a professional man? But no; it is"A cer ta in d isc ip le named Ananias."

lsn ' t  i t  l ike Jer icho? or  Gideon's army? or  David s lay ing Gol ia th wi th
a s l ing and a stone? Ah,  pre-eminent ly ;  isn ' t  i t  l ike the Ciossl  And th is
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is "the offence of the cross":- to bow to God's ways, and to be
prepared for God's ways that are far above our ways in all.

The Christian Soldier
DENIS K CLARK (Cheadle,  Cheshire)

ln the Holy Communion Service of the Book of Common Prayer the
minister calls his people to pray for the whole state of Christ's Church
militant here in earth. Anglicans often used to speak of 'the Church
mi l i tant ' .  The Church of  Jesus Chr is t  is  a mi l i tant  Church.  Many
Christians to-day do not seem to l ike this idea of a militant church;
however we continue to sing hymns about christian warfare and
christian soldiers, so why, one wonders is there confusion here. Is the
Christian a soldier or is he not? St Paul writ ing to Timothy (2 Tim
2:3-4) suggests that he is: "Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good

soldier of Jesus Christ. No man that warreth entangleth himself with
the affairs of this l i fe; that he may please him who hath chosen him to
be a soldier". - every Christian is a military man, chosen to be a
soldier.

But militancy is not popular among many Christians to-day. We
shrink from polemics and controversy, from admonition, denunciation
and acts of discipline. These things are thought by some to be
uncharitable, negative or counter-productive. Hard sayings are said to
create pastoral problems and drive people away from the church. But
has it not always been so? Particularly in the time of Christ and the
Apost les.  (John 6:66-67;  Mark 10:11-22:  Acts 5:1-11)  Of  course i t  is
unloving to be too hard, but it is also unloving to be too soft. If we
claim to hold and manifest christian love we must examine that love to
see whether it is truly Christl ike love. Christ's love has some hard
sayings; it always holds men to the highest and best; it some times
rebukes, chastens and disciplines.

If the Christian is to please Him who has chosen him to be a soldier he
must use the armour and weapons that Cod has provided. (Ephesians
6:10-18;  2 Cor inth ians 10:3-5)  Scr ipture shows c lear ly  that  these
weapons are spiritual and not carnal. "For the weapons of our warfare
are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pull ing down of
st rongholds.  "  (2 Cor l0 :4)  God's warfare is  a spi r i tua l  warfare and h is
weapons are mighty. These weapons are exclusive to the Christian -
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anil so is the armour - they are not available to anyone else, least of all
to  ( lod 's  enemies and to the chi ldren of  the devi l .  This  should be a great
encouragement to the Christian soldier! Cod's weapons are mighty,,
othcrs are much less so.  Many of  the Chr is t ian 's  bat t les wi l l  be fought
on h is  knees in some quiet  room, some wi l l  be fought  in  the pulp i t  or  on
the doorstep; orhers may be fought in an office or factory, but never
* i rh carnal  weapons.  Preaching,  teaching,  prayer ,  personal  evangel ism,
aclmoni t ior r  and rebuke may a l l  be used as mighty weapons of  our
w art'are.

ENEMY STRONGHOI,DS

ln 2 Cor inth ians l0 :4 St  Paul  suggests that  our  weapons,  which are
mighty thror.rgh Cod should be used for the pull ing down of strong
hold-s. The enemies of God and the Gospel of truth have their strong
holds. In this evil age should not every Christian consider whether God
wishes h im, through God,  to at tack and pul l  down such for t resses?
Each of the following have their strongholds, their centres and their
proponents: False and popular ecumenism; Liberal and heretical
theology; False teachers and heretical sects; Atheism and unbelief;
Tyrannous Churches and States; Oppression; Terrorism; Satanism;
Witchcraft; Sodomy; Pornography; Abortion; Euthanasia.

Who is going to pull them down? Is it not t ime for Christian soldiers
to fight with great zeal and determination with all the weapons God has
provided? Matthew Henry, commenting on 2 Corinthians l0: 3-5 says"The doctr ines of  the Gospel  are the weapons. . . . . . .  these st rongholds
are pulled down by the Gospel, through the grace and power of God."
Every Chri-stian can know the doctrines of the Gospel, he can speak out
to expose and refute error and immorality. Jude would exhort him to
earnestly contend for the faith once delivered to the saints. (Jude 3) The
Christian soldier must contend, and contend earnestly. On many
occasions the prophets and apostles were negative (they erposed and
denounced error and ungodliness) in order to clear the ground for the
posi t ive ( t ruth and r ighteousness) .  They d id not  seem to fear  men's
faces. We too must pray for more courage and grace. The
characteristics of those who inhabit the strong holds mentioned above
are pride, rebell ion and disobedience to Christ. - children of
disobedience - (Ephesians 2:2) By imagination and reasoning rhe
enemies of God exalt themselves against the knowledge of God, and
such ideas must be cast down. "Casting down imaginations and every
high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God and
br inging every thought  to the obedience of  Chr is t . "  (2 Cor l0 :5)  Only
then can every thought  be made capt ive to Chr is t .  But  pr ide and
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rebell ion are the characteristics (or temptations) of every human hear'"
(. leremiah l7:9) so the Christian soldier must not in his desire to fight

erternal evil, forget to wage war on his own internal sinful nature,

corruption of heart, and his daily acts of sin.

THE SOLDIER'S METHODS

The Christian soldier must declare the truth (doctrines of the Gospel)
and he may do so by preaching, personal conversation or in writ ing but
he must also pray. Most Christians probably spend much time praying
'for' rather than 'against' and it may seem quite strange to pray
'against' using forms of imprecatory prayer to attack evil and error
wherever they occur. But spiritual warfare is destructive: evil is

destroyed that righteousness and peace may reign. The Christian who

engages in this type of prayer must use it with great care, praying from
the dust as it were (a low position before God) and having a true
rememtirance of God's sovereignty, wisdom and power. He must be
particularly careful to avoid the temptation to tell God what to do.
Will iam Gurnall dealing with imprecatory prayer in 'The Christian in

Complete Armour' warns his readers of the danger of taking vengeance
into their own hands in prayer, and points out that this belongs to God
alone.  (Romans 12:19)  Gurnal l  suggest  that  we s imply br ing the enemy
to Cod in prayer  saying:  "Behold thei r  threatenings"  (Acts 4:29)  and
leave them under God's hand where He wil l deal u'ith them according to
His sovereign u'i l l  and purposes. "Pray thou against all the implacable
enemies of God" says Gurnall, "and leave him to direct thy arrow to
the mark."  I t  is  not  for  us to make suggest ions or  to  drop h ints  to God;

He wi l l  deal  wi th the enemy in His own way and t ime,  we s imply ask
God to behold thei r  threatenings,  and to act .  We might  pray something
l ike th is :  "Lord p lease deal  wi th th is  enemy of  the Cospel  in  your  own
heavenly wisdom and power, in your own time and according to your

own wi l l . "  In  th is  way the st rongholds fa l l .  Should we not  be

considering whether Cod wants us to make greater use of imprecatory
prayer?

tHE SOI,DIER'S VISION

The Christian soldier needs vision but if he entangles himself with the
affairs of this l i fe he wil l neither receive nor possess the needed vision.
This type of vision is not received in the ordinary course of daily l i fe; it
is received exactly as king David received it nearly three thousand years

ago when he went  in to the sanctuary to wai t  upon God.  (Psalm 73:17)
So many of our modern pleasures, entertainments and gadgets preclude

or interf 'ere with this vision. We must beware of entanglement. We must
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get alone with God in the secret place of quiet and receive our vision
from Him.

In this latter part of the tw,entieth century there is probably more e'i l
in our land and in our churches than there has been since the
seventeenth and e ighteenth centur ies.  So rvhat  k ind ofv is ion do we need
in order to wrestle against the powers and rulers of darkness? we need
to bc able to pinpoint the strongholds of error and evil in church ancl
state; also to recognise the hireling shepherd, the false teacher and the
fa l se  p rophe t  (Ma t t  7 : t 5 ;  John  l 0 :  l 2 -13 ;  Mark  l 3 :22 )  so  t ha r  we  may
pray against them. Those true shepherds who faithfully preach the
cospel and are valiant for truth must also be recognised so that we can
give them our l lholehearted support, encouragement and prayer. This
sort of vision and understanding must be sought from God in the
sanctuary; there He wil l teach us through reading, study, prayer and the
ca re fu l  use  o l '  t he  imag ina t i on .

The Gospel is constantly under attack - it is the one and only Gospel
- Some men attack it openly and some seek quietly to undermine it,
others try to substitute another gospel. christians themselves are being
attacked, oppressed, tortured and martyred in different parts of the
world. christian soldiers must f ight for them in prayer. It has been said
that there have been more Christian martyrs in the twentieth century
than in all the other centuries together since the time of christ. Should
we not therefore go into spiritual warfare for the cospel and the saints,
seeking to p lease Him who has chosen us to be sold iers,  saying,  , .Lord
behold thei r  threatenings"  and remember ing the words of  our  Lord
Jesus, "And shall not God avenge His own elect which cry day and
night  unto h im, though He bear long wi th them? I  te l l  you that  He wi l l
avenge them speedi ly . "  (Luke 18:7-8)  Our Lord Jesus Chr is t  a lso said"I beheld satan as l ightning fall from heaven. " (Luke l0: l g) so Victorv
is  assured!

Let  us res is t  fa lse doctr ine,  and contend earnest ly  for  the fa i th  once
del ivered to the saints.  Let  us not  be ashamed of  showing our  colours
and standing out  for  New Testament  t ruth.  Let  us not  be stopped by
the cuckoo cry of  "controversy."  The th ief  l ikes dogs that  do not
bark,  and watchmen that  g ive no a larm. The devi l  is  a th ief  and a
robber.  I f  we hold our  peace and do not  res is t  fa lse doctr ine.  we p lease
him and d isplease God.  -  J .  C.  Rvle
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"Ephraim is a cake

1 3 5

not turned"
(Hosea 7,8).

C .  H .  SPURGEON

A cake not  turned is  uncooked on one s ide,  and so Ephraim was,  in
many respects, untouched by divine grace: though there was some
partial obedience, there was very much rebell ion left. My soul, I charge
thee, see whether this be thy case. Art thou thorough in the things of
Ciod? Has grace gone through the very centre of thy being so as to be
felt in its divine operations in all thy powers, thy actions, thy words,
and thy thoughts? To be sanctif ied, spirit, soul and body should be thine
aim and prayer, and although sanctif ication may not be perfect in thee
anywhere in degree, yet it must be universal in its action; there must not
be the appearance of  hol iness in  one p lace and re igning s in in  another ,
e lse thou,  too,  wi l l  be a cake not  turned.

A cake not turned is soon burnt on the side nearest the fire, and
although no man can have too much religion, there are some who seem
burnt black with bigoted zeal for that part of truth which they have
received, or are charred to a cinder with a vain-glorious Pharisaic
ostentation of those religious performances which suit their humour.
The assumed appearance of superior sanclity frequently accompanies a
total absence of all vital godliness. The saint in public is a devil in
private. He deals in flour day by day and in soot by night. The cake
which is burned on one side, is dough on the other.

l f  i t  be so wi th me,  Lord,  turn me!  Turn my unsanct i f ied nature to
the fire of Thy love and let it feel the sacred glow, and let my burnt side
cool a l itt le while I learn my own weakness and want of heat when I am
removed from Thy heavenly flame. Let me not be found a double-
minded man, but one entirely under the powerful influence of reigning
grace, for well I know if I am left l ike a cake unturned and am not on
both sides the subject of Thy grace, I must be consumed for ever amid
ever last ing burnings.

(Dai ly  Readings)
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The Holy Bible
The 66 books of the Bible form the Holy Suiptures. They make up one
book, for Cod is the Author of it. The following rhymed couplets were
/'irst published about 100 -vears ago, and are well worth memorising.

In Genesis the world was made by God's creative hand,
ln Exodus the Hebrews marched to gain the promised land.
Leviticus contains the Law - holy and just and good.
Numbers records the tribes enrolled - all sons of Abraham's blood.
Moses in Deuteronomy recounts God's mighty deeds.
Brave Joshua to Canaan's land the host of Israel leads.
In Judges their rebell ion oft provokes the Lord to smite,
But Ruth records the faith of one well-pleasing in His sight.
In lst and 2nd Samuel of Jesse's son we read:
Ten tribes in lst and 2nd Kings revolted from his seed.
In lst and 2nd Chronicles see Judah captive made,
But Ezra leads a remnant back by princely Cyrus' aid.
The broken walls of Salem Nehemiah builds again,
While Esther saves her people from the plots of wicked men.
In Job we read how faith wil l l ive beneath affl iction's rod.
And David's Psalms are precious songs to every child of God.
The Proverbs l ike a goodly string of choicest pearls appear,
Ecclesiastes teaches man how vain are all things here.

The mystic Song of Solomon exalts sweet Sharon's rose,
Whilst Christ the Saviour and the King the rapt Isaiah shows.
The warning Jeremiah gives apostate Israel scorns,
His plaintive Lamentations sore their awful downfall mourns.
Ezekiel in wondrous words speaks dazzling mysteries,
While kings and empires yet to come Daniel in visions sees.

Of  judgment  and of  mercy great  Hosea loves to te l l ;
Joel describes the blessed day when God with man shall dwell.
While gathering fruit of sycamore Amos received his call,
Next Obadiah prophesies of Edom's final fall.

Jonah entombed within a fish and buried 'neath the sea.
Is type of Jesus Christ our Lord, greater than Jonah He!
Micah pronounces Judah lost; lost, but again restored;
Nahum declares on Nineveh just  judgment  shal i  be poured.
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A v iew of  Chaldea's  coming doom Habakkuk 's  v is ions g ive;
Nert Zechariah warns the Jews to turn, repent and live.

Haggai wrote to those who saw the temple built again,
And Zechariah prophesied of Christ's triumphant reign.

Malachi was the last who touched the high prophetic chord;
Its f inal notes sublimely show the coming of the Lord.

In Matthew, Mark and Luke and John, the holy Gospels tell
How Jesus l ived and died and rose, to save our souls from hell.

Acts proves how God th' Apostles owned with signs in every place;
And Paul in Romans teaches us how man is saved by grace.

Two letters sent to Corinth's church instruct, reprove, erhort:
'The just shall l ive by faith alone', is in Calatians taught.

Ephesians and Phil ippians tell what Christians ought to be;
Colossians b ids us l ive to God and for  etern i ty .

In Thessalonians we are taught the Lord wil l come from heaven;
ln Timothy, and Titus too, a bishop's rule is given.

Philemon back receives again Onesimus the slave;
Hebrews explains the ancient types which God by Moses gave.

James tells how, without holiness, faith is but vain and dead;
And Peter's letters point the way in which the saints are led.

John in his letters, three in all, on love delights to dwell,
Szhi le  Jude g ives warnings,  c lear  and st rong,  of  judgment ,  wrath and

hel l .

The Revelation prophesies of that tremendous day
When Christ, and Christ alone, shall be the trembling sinner's stay.

When the Christian's argument cannot be answered, and the
Chr is t ian 's  works cannot  be denied,  the last  resor t  of  the wicked is  to
t r1, to b lacken the Chr is t ian 's  character .  I f  th is  be our  lo t ,  le t  us bear  i t
patiently. Having a good conscience, we may be content. False
charges wi l l  not  keep us out  of  heaven.

J .  C .  Ry le
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BOOK REVIEWS
Justifying Faith. Thomas Goodwin. Banner of Truth Trusr.
Hardback Pp 593. f7.95.

This book is  vo l .8 of  the works of  the learned pur i tan,  scholar  and
preacher,  who became the President  of  Magdalen Col lege,  Oxford,
where wi th John Owen,  he shared in a unique preaching min is t rv  to
the students.

As with other Puritans, and books generally from past ages, one
cannot  read Goodwin wi th the in tent ion of  merely  repeat ing i t .
Rather ,  when read,  i t  wi l l  cast  your  mind in to a scr iptura l  mould of
understanding and exposi t ion,  so that  your  own study and output  wi l l
be enr iched.

Every scriptural aspect of Justifying Faith is covered here. A felr '
references may serve to whet the appetite. Every chapter is an
exposition of a scripture passage, ranging throughout the Bible.
a.  On John 6.40,  an example of  an out l ine:

" In th is  s ight  of  Chr is t  there are four  th ings which I  would speak to:
l .  I t  is  a spi r i tua l  s ight  or  knowledge of  Him.
2.  I t  is  a s ight  in  d is t inct ion to bodi ly  s ight ,  and in d is t inct ion f rom
reason,  and other  ways o l  knowledge.
3.  I t  hath a cer ta int ly  to  i t .
4 .  I t  hath a real i ty  to  i t . "

b.  On the object  of  just i fy ing fa i th :
" l  come now to the acts of  fa i th  in  the understanding,  as terminated

on the great  object  of  fa i th .  I  shal l  conf ine mysel f  to  Chr is t ,  because
he is the great object of our faith; and for that I shall say these few
things to you.  F i rs t ,  The soul  that  God doth g ive fa i th  to,  sees the
spi r i tua l  excel lence and g lory that  is  in  Jesus Chr is t ,  and the heart  is
t aken  w i th  i t ; . . .

Secondly, When God draws the heart to believe, it sees also an all-
suf f ic iency of  r ighteousness in  Jesus Chr is t  and in h is  sat is fact ion; . . .

The third thing that the soul sees, and is persuaded of when God
draws the heart  to  h im,  i t  is  the graciousness that  is  in  the Lord Jesus
Chr is t ;  and that  in  two th ings:  . . .F i rs t . . . .  in  h is  readiness to receive
sinners. . .  Secondly,  there is  s tamped upon the heart  of  a Chr is t ian
some secret  h int  or  whisper  of  mercy to h im;
c.  Dr .  Goodwin goes on to deal  wi th the subject  of  Chr is t ian assurance
in a helpful and scriptural manner, and then raises the subject of
e lect ion.  On Hebrews 4.11.  he ra ises the d i f f icu l t ies men f ind to fa i th
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in  Chr is t .  The last  of  these is  the doctr ine of  e lect ion,  and he shows the
soul under conviction "that the consideration of God's having, by his
electing decree, appointed only some feu', chosen by him unto
salvation and eternal l i fe, ought to be no discouragement to obstruct
our  endeavours to bel ieve."

The great preacher, Alexander Whyte said that Thomas Goodwin
was,  " the greatest  pulp i t  exegete of  Paul  that  has ever  l ived."

W.J.P.

The Mysterl '  of Christ. Guy' Appere, Irvangelical Press. Pp l4t.
f2 .95.

After experience in England, the writer of these Meditations on
Colossians, has become the Pastor of a Church in Geneva. Many of the
continental Reformed Churches sti l l  maintain the ercellent custom of
keeping a small l ibrary of sound theological works, many of them by
the eminent Evangelical Swiss divines of the nineteenth century, in the
Church vestry. Mr Appere has benefited from such in his writ ings. In
his  d iscussion of  Col .  3 .  12-15,  under the t i t le  of  'From Love to Peace' ,
he says, 'The secret of taking off the old self l ies in putting on the new
self ', and quotes Alexander Vinet "Renewal comes through love; to be
born again is to love, in the full meaning of that word in the gospel. If
then the new man puts to death whatever belongs to his earthly
nature..., i t is because he loves and only because he loves. This is the
way above a l l  o thers to u ' in  th is  war of  exterminat ion. . . i t  is  the s implest ,
surest way, the only way that is sure, true, and deep. No other
penetr'ates to the depth; no other sees the depths. Only love
exterminates... love is insatiable, love is intolerant, love is destructive,
love is never satisfied ti l l  i t has exterminated sin".

As a Baptist, the author confesses that he understands Baptism (Col.
2.11-15)  to be by tota l  immersion;  but  th is  does not  af fect  h is
explanation: "Clearly it is not baptism which produced this
fundamental change; the change is symbolized by baptism but brought
about  in  Jesus Chr is t .  l t  is ' in  Chr is t ' that  we d ied and are made a l ive.
The new life is not born in the baptismal water, but in the union of the
Chr i s t i an  u i t h  Ch r i s t " .

He makes some needed comments on modern church l ife in dealing
wi th Natura l  Rel ig ion (Col .  2 .16-23) .  Legal ise. . .  "This d isease
especially attacks evangelical Christians" (Are you surprised at that?).
Myst ic ism.. .  " to  replace the s impl ic i ty  of  the gospel  by a man made
rel ig ious system.. . is  not  humi l i ty  but  pr ide" .  Ascet ic ism.. . "Rel ig ion
which finds its expression in all kinds of self imposed sacrif ices has less
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in common wi th Chr is t ian i ty  than wi th the dual is t ic  re l ig ions. . .such a
religion, imbued with human and pagan ideas, has nothing to do with
the gospel  of  the Grace of  God".

This \d/elwyn series of simple commentaries is designed to offer well
informed cxplanations of the teaching of the Bible to those who value
thei r  Bib le Study,  pr ivate ly  or  in  groups,  as a means of  Chr is t ian
irregress. tdle rvarmly commend them.

w . J . P .

The Milk of the Word. Peter Barnes. Banner of Truth f 1.50.
In what  is  s tated to be "an in t roduct ion to the Chr is t ian Fai th ' ,  the

author now a Minister of the Presbyterian Church of Australia seeks to
erplain the Bible in simple terms. Based on his erperience as a
Missionary in the New Hebrides the book gives an introduction to
fundamental truths of the Faith. The chapter headings give some
indication to some of the matters discussed - The Word of God; The
Triune God; Jesus Christ: God and Man; The Atonement; The person
and Work of  the Holy Spir i t .

As an erample take "some advice from Scripture which may help you
in your  Bib le s tudy:
(a) Read the Word. That is how the Ethiopian was led to

salvation (Acts 8.28). If a man claimed to love his wife but
did not bother to read her letters when she was absent from
him, we would not think much of his profession. The same is
true in regard to God's letter to us.

(b)  Work hard at  understanding the Bib le (2 T im.2. l5)  Compare
Scripture with Scripture and pray for understanding

(c )  Memor i ze  passages  (Ps . l l 9 . l 1 ;P rov .22  17 i l 8 ) . . .
(d)  Medi tate on the Word (Ps.  1 .2:119 .97\ .  .  .
(e) Test all things according to the l ight of God's truth

( A c t s  1 7 . 1  l ;  I  J o h n  4 . 1 . )
(0 Apply the Word. It is meant to teach, rebuke, correct and

t ra in  us .  ( 2  T im .3 . l 6 ) .
(g) Most importantly, seek Christ Jesus in all the Scriptures (see

L,uke 24.25/27;  John 5.39;Acts 8.35;2 Tim.3.16.)  Rs we seek
Him, our  dai ly  Bib le s tudy wi l l  be a del ight  to  our  souls
( J e r . 1 5 . 1 6 . ) . "

We commend this useful l i tt le book especially to rhose young in the
\\ ay.

D .  C .  R .
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o t

WESTMINSTER CHAPEL
Buckingham Gate,  London, S.W.1

( Near Victoria Station )

Speaker

The Rev. Dr. DAVID SAMUEL
at 3 D.m.

THE HISTORY OF THE
GOSPEL STANDARD

MAGAZINE
1835 - 1985

Edited by B. A. Ramsbottom

T h i s  b o o k  o u t l i n e s  t h e
development of the magazine
over i ts  150 years,  wi th
biographies and il lustrations of
the editors.

228 pages Hard Back

f4.50 including postage

Obtainable from:
Gospel  Standard Trust  Publ icat ions,
69,  Langham Gardens,  Grange Park,

London .  N21  1DL
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Chairmon: J. E. Norrh

Secretarl,: J. P. North

TEL: (0273) 472279

T

1536 WILLIAM TYNDALE 1986
The year 1986 marks the 450th anniversary of  the death of  Wi l l iam Tyndale at
Vi lvorde in Belgium. Tyndale had been dr iven into exi le on the Cont inent  f rom
England because of  h is rvork as a Bib lc Translator  and Prolestant  Reformer.
Whi lst  in Belgium he had been betrayed by a " f r iend" and,  af ter  impr isonment
received the martyr  crown on 6th October 1536.

To  commemora le  t h i s  even I .  FOCUS CHRIST IAN MIN ISTRIES  TRUST a re
hoping,  God wi l l ing,  to republ ish a select ion f rom the wr i t ings of  th is Reformer in
a paperback book of  360 pages.  The contents of  the book include:

"The Parable of  the Wicked Mamon":  extracts f rom " ' fhe Obedience of  a
Chr ist ian Man";  "Exposi t ion of  the Sermon on the Mount" ;  "A l - ivc l1-
Descr ipt ion of  our Just i f icat ion";  "Prologue to the Epist le to the Romans",  etc.

To proceed wi th the pr int ing of  th is book,  i t  is  necessary ' that  we have a
substant ia l  amount of  orders.  We need to be able to guarantee a pre-publ icat ion
sale of 1,500 copies. The pre-publicalion price will be f3.95 each (post free).

To qual i fy  for  the specia l  pre-publ icat ion pr ice of  f3.95,  orders must be received
by 30th June 1986, af ter  which the fu l l  reta i l  pr ice wi l l  be charged. Only pre-paid
orders will be sent post free; other orders received before 30th June 1986 and
invoiced,  wi l l  be plus postage.

The publ icat ion of  th is book u ' i l l  be the second of  our publ icat ions which seek to
make the wr i t ings of  the Br i t ish Reformers readi ly  avai lable to the Chr ist ian publ ic
at  a reasonable pr ice.  We hope to be able to fo l low th is volume wi th other wr i ters
of  the Reformat ion per iod.  We therefore prayerfu l ly  seek your support  in th is
venture and t rust  that  thc republ icat ion of  th is book ma1'  be a f i t t ing
commemorat ion and memoria l  of  Tlndale so that  by i t ,  "he being dead, yet
speaket h " .

Please en ter  my name and address  to r  . . . . . . . . . copy /cop ies  o f  the  "WRITINGS

OF WILLIAM TYNDAI-E"  a t  the  spec ia l  p re-pub l ica t ion  pr ice  o f  f3 .95  per
copy post free.
I  enc lose  cheque/pos ta l  o rder  fo r  f . . . . . . . . .
I  a lso  enc lose  a  donat ion  o f  f . . . . . . . . .  towards  th is  venture  and fu tu re
pub l ica t ions  o f  Focus  Chr is t ian  Min is t r ies  Trus t .

NAME

A D D R E S S

lAll monies will be returned to.subscribers shoutd we be unoble to oroceed wilh
thts venture.)

Send to:
l'ocus Christian Ministries Trust. 6 Orchard Road. Lewes. E. Sussex BN7 2HB
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MINISTRY

BIDEFORD, Devon North Road
C h a p c l .  R e f o r r n e d  M i n i s t r r , .  A . V .
Ch r i s t i an  Hymns .  LORD 'S  DAY 10 .45
a .m .  6 .30  p . r n .  M in i s t e r :  W .  H .  Mo l l and .

B-uXTON. Derhyshire.  Tr in i t r -  Church
(Hard\ \  ick \ lount) .  Sunda_vs I  I  am and
6.30 pm. Simple Prayer Book serv ices and
Bible minist r i , .  Rer.  Maur ice Handlbrd.

w A T T I S H A N I  C H A P E t . .  S u f f o l k .
Evangel ical  and Reformed Senices each
I  ORD 's  DAY 10 .45 :  2 .30 :  6 .30 .  I \ , l e t r i ca l
Psalms and hy-mns. AV onlv used.
l l l in is ter 's  te lephone Bi ldeston 740236.

HOLIDAYS

CROMER.  No r fo l k .  Fa i t h  and  Pe te r
Dauson of fer  1 'ou a s 'arm uclconte to
' f he  

Tudo r  Ch r i s t i an  Cues t  House .  Nea r
sea ,  shops  and  l oca l  chu rches .6  C l i f f '
Avenue. Telephone 0263 512337.

SOUTHWOI-D. ( lonvenient  fami lv house
one minute f rom the beach in th is lovely
little Suffolk town. Reduced rates for
autumn or off-season periods. Details: Hill,
34 Morley Road, Sheringham, Norfolk,
NR26 8JE. Tel. Sheringham 824965.

PUBLICATIONS

THE TENDER CRAPE: A monthly
magazine designed to interest children in
the Scr iptures that  are able to make them
nise unto salvat ion.  Annual  subscr ipt ion
t3 .30p  f r om l he  Ed i t o r .  82  H igh  S t ree t .
Knaphi l l ,  Woking,  Surrey,  CU2l  2PZ.

( - .  H .  SPURC;EOI \  and  . 1 .  C .  RYLF .  ue re
both much used of  ( lod.  ' fhc 

Sovereign
Cracc Advent Test imony'  has rcpubl ished
tuo  l i t t l c  uo rks  (C iod ' '  Sense  S tands  F i r s t ,
bv (- .  H.  Spurgeon; and The Second
Advent,  bv J.  C.  Ryle)  uhich ma_"-  be
obtained f ree f rom the sccrctar l ' ,  Stephen
A Toms, l  [ )onald \4 'av.  ( -helnrsford,

Esse r .  ( -M2  9JB .  ( l 3p  pos t  app rec ia ted ) .

In days of abounding error,
unbelief.  rel igious novelty. and
distress

THE ENGLISH
CHURCHMAN

advocates 
" the 

old paths. . . the
good way,  and walk therein" .  The
div ine promise is :  

"and ye shal l  f ind
rest  for  Vour souls" .  Jeremiah 6:16.

We seek to maintain a
testimony to the

Scr iptural  pr incip les of  the
Reformat ion,  and the Docrrrnes
of Grace as set out in XXXIX

Art ic les.

THE ENGL ISH CHURCHMAN
is a fortnightly journal of news,

comment, correspondence,
book reviews and articles.

20p per issue; fE.32p per year,
post paid. Abroad f,5.20p

plus postage.

Send for  a f ree copy

Engl ish Churchman,
PO Box 217, London. SEs 8NP

ADVERTISEMENT
RATES

Adrertisenrcnts.should be received hv rhe lsl
ol rhe nronth prior to publi1tion, and
adressed to: The Gospel Magazine, Rer.
Gordon H i l l ,  Hon.  Secrc ta ry .34  Mor ley
Road, Sheringham, Norfolk, Nn26 8Jb. T.l,
Sheringham 824965.

Full page f20. Half page f10.50

Quarter page f,5.50
7p per word for classified advertisments.

Bor number l5o extra.

C l a s s i l i e ' d  a d ! e r t i s e r n c n t s  s h o u l d  b e
accompanied bl payment. Please srare if r
rcce ip t  i s  requ i red .  The enc losure  o f  an  r .a .e .
*ou ld  be  apprec ia ted .  We reser re  lhe  r igh t  fo
Jec l ine  an l  adver t i sement .

( -heques shou ld  be  made parab le  ro
THE C;OSPEI-  NIACAZINE


