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Editorial
There have always been people who regard indolence as the ideal

condition of existence, but Scripture gives no support whatsoever to
such views. The Lord Jesus Christ once said "My Father worketh
hitherto and I work". At the end of His ministry He could say ,,I have
finished the work Thou gavest Me to do".

Christian people not only have to work like other people for their
living, but they also have the supreme privilege of being "workers
together with Him" (2. Corinthians 6:l).

Here is on honoured designation.In the service of Christ there are
many tasks to perform corresponding to the gifts bestowed on each. It
is not given to everyone to go down to the battle, some have the less
exciting duty of "abiding by the stuff" (1. Samuel 30:24).

It is an empowering association; we are workers together "with
Him". The Lord Jesus told the disciples that "without Me ye can do
nothing". Paul may plant, and Apollos may water, but it is God who
gives the increase. We have our treasure "in earthen vessels, that the
excellency of the power may be of God and not of men".

What tremendous things the Lord expected of His people, they were
to go into all the world committed to the task of evangelism. They did
not, however, go alone; He gave them the assurance "Lo, I am with
you always". Mark ends his gospel by saying "they went out and
preached everywhere, the Lord working with them and confirming the
word with signs following".

Time is a limited commodity; how vital it is that we redeem the
time, and use it and our opportunities for service to the full.

"Go, labour on: spend and be spent;
Thy joy to do the Father's will;
It is the way the Master went,
Should not the servant tread is still?"
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A Stirring Exhortation
A sermon preached in Trinity Church, Buxton

"Watch ye, stand fast in thefaith, quit you like men, be strong. Let
all your things be done with charity." I Cor. 16:13 and 14

What words of stirring exhortation we find here in our text and if
you will observe them closely you will notice that there is a marked
contrast between the first four exhortations and the last. The former
sound out sharp and short like pistol shots and the last is cast in a
gentler mould, "Let all your things be done in love." The first
sounds rather like a command of an officer issuing his orders to his
troops lined up before him. Indeed, a military metaphor does run
through the first four. The foe threatens to advance and it is as if the
officer said, "Let the guards keep their eyes open, the battle is near,
Quit you like men. Strike a man's stroke. Be strong," and then the
apparatus of warfare is laid aside and the word of the captain gives
place to the christian teacher's exhortation, "Let all your deeds be
done in love," and so the last word of the Apostle is this, that love is
stronger than the sword, it is better than fighting, and although there
is such a contrast between these exhortations there is a sequence and a
connection.

Have you noticed that this was Paul's last word to the Church at
Corinth, a church on which he had lavished the treasures of his
eloquence, sometimes his indignation, and often his tenderness, and
they needed this stirring exhortation because it was anything but a
perfect church. Sometimes we run away with the idea that these
churches that are mentioned in the New Testament were perfection
itself. Well, with very few exceptions, they were the very reverse.
Indeed, humanly speaking, we could not have had some of the Letters
or the Epistles of the New Testament but for the fact that the Apostle
Paul had to write to deal with certain errors and practices that were so
easily creeping into the church, but here is Paul's last word, "Let all
your things be done with love."

Let us look then at these exhortations, and we notice first of all that
we are introduced to the manly qualities that are expected of us.
Notice how the first four read, "Watch ye, Stand fast in the faith,
Quit you like men, Be strong." We are so often scared of doing what
is right for fear of what others will say or what they might do or what
they might think, but surely the only thing that really matters is what
the Lord thinks. I understand in one of the Colleges in the University
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of Cambridge there are these words which say, "What do they say?
Let them say." Now, ought that not to be the attitude that the
christian takes up because, as I say, we are so concerned with what
other people will be thinking of us instead of what will the
Lord think. "They say. Let them say." But how invigorating it is to
read that stirring word in Acts 4 where it says "When they saw the
boldness of Peter and John and perceived that they were unlearned
and ignorant men they marvelled and they took knowledge of them
that they had been with Jesus," and notice it iir the same Peter who not
so very long before had so signally failed when his christian allegiance
had been challenged. You remember how on the night of the
betrayal of our Lord Peter denied with awesome purpose all
knowledge and all relationship and all connection with our Lord Jesus
Christ. How different it is now, "When they saw the boldness of Peter
and John they marvelled." What was the reason for this change? In
the same chapter is the answer, "They were all filled with the Holy
Ghost and spake the Word of God with boldness."

Now our text obviously has peculrar reterence to the situation in the
Church at Corinth, but I believe it is applicable to us today, to
christians today in our spiritual conflict.

Look with me then at the five exhortations. We will take the first
two together and speak of them as the quality of faithfulness. "Watch

ye; stand fast." "Watch ye." Now this is the word that speaks of the
Sentry who is set up to guard against intruders whose presence is not
desired. "Watch" is the word of the Military Commander, but it is
not only applicable to the military, it is applicable very much to the
christian because the Bible repeatedly says to us that we must be
constantly on our guard. You remember Peter's word, "Be strong, be
vigilant, because your adversary the devil goes about as a roaring lion
seeking whom he may devour, whom resist stedfast in the faith." We
are called upon, then, to be wakeful, to be constantly on the alert.
What would happen to an army if the sentries all dozed off to sleep
when they were on their respective watch? What would happen if a
believer is off his guard? He immediately becomes a target of the
devil. "Beware" says Peter, "Beware" says Paul, "lest the devil gains
an advantage over you". This, I say, is a duty frequently enjoined
upon us in Scripture. Listen to Paul when he was writing to Timothy,
one of the early leaders of the Church, and this is what he had to say.
"But watch thou in all things; do the work of an evangelist, endure
hardness." But notice his first word, "Watch thou in all things" and
remember how our Lord, speaking of the things leading up to the end
of time, says, "Watch therefore, for ye know not the hour when
your Lord doth come." "Watch ye" says the Apostle then.
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He says also, "Stand fast." You see these early christians at
Corinth and elsewhere were beset with false teachers who handled the
Word of God deceitfully, and Paul urges them and exhorts them to
stand fast. Here again is one his great words when he was writing to
the Chruch in Galatia, he says, "Stand fast, therefore, in the liberty
wherewith Christ hath made you free, and be not entangled again with
the yoke of bondage," and Paul was nothing if he was not consistent
and at the very end of his life when he was waiting to be led out to
martyrdom he says, "I have fought a good fight, I have finished my
course, I have kept the faith." With unsleeping vigilance, with
enduring vigour and with incredible valour he discharged his
commission, and now he is exhorting these christians likewise to stand
fast. Paul had to urge them to stand fast because there were forces
that would move them away from their moorings. There was, as you
will see if you read your New Testament, an unspiritual
intellectualism, so he had to write to the christians at Corinth and say,"Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit
received after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of this world
which are not of Christ." He had to urge them to stand fast against a
party spirit. There were factions in the early church. This Church at
Corinth was very much divided. Paul could say, "It is declared unto
me that there are contentions among you and I partly believe it." He
says, "There is a group that attach themselves to Paul and another to
Apollos, another to Cephas and another to Christ" and he goes on to
say "[s Christ divided?" This party spirit ought not to be. ,,Stand
fast" he says "against it."

Then he says they are to stand fast for the simplicity of the Gospel.
Here again is a stirring word, one of the strongest words from the
Apostle Paul's lips. He says "If any man preach any other Gospel
unto you than that which is preached let him be Anathema, or
accursed." Paul was always feeling keenly the necessity of
safeguarding the faith of the believers. He felt keenly the subtleties of
Satan. The faithfulness of the Apostle was not just a matter of words.
It cost him dearly. In II Corinthians I I you will find there some of the
things that the Apostle Paul endured, "Forty stripes save one, a night
and a day I have been in the deep." He had seen the inside of many
prisons, not because he had done anything wrong, not because of any
misdemeanour, but purely because of his fidelity to Christ, and
faithfulness was costly and faithfulness today is costly likewise, maybe
in different ways, so he gives this stirring warning, "Watch ye,
stand fast." There is the quality of faithfulness. Is not this what the
Lord is looking for today amongst His people? Does He not say to us
as He said to one of those early Churches, "Be faithful to the end and

I
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I will give thee a crown of life." He is looking for faithfglness. "It is
required of stewards that a man be found faithful."

Then notice, secondly, the quality of powerfulness, because he goes
ton "Quit you like men, be strong." Now the circumstances of the
Corinthians called for great courage. They had to stand the contempt
of the learned and the persecutions of the powerful, and so Paul issues
now these two commands, "Quit you like men, Be Strong." Now this
is a very interesting word, "Quit you like men." It is four words in
English but only one in the original, and really no English word can
carry the wealth and the energy of the Apostle's word. Perhaps we
come nearest to it in our vigorous phrase, "Play the man." That is
what Paul was really saying. "Play the man." "Play a man's part in
the battle. Strike with all your might; don't be a coward; don't be
timid; be bold and true. Play the man," and this reminds me of
Bishop Latimer and his memorable, yea, his immortal words to
Bishop Ridley as they were burned at the stake in Oxford in the year
1555. Said Bishop Latimer, "Master Ridley, be of good courage and
play the man. We shall this day by God's grace light such a candle as I
trust by His grace shall never be put out." Wonderful testimony there
as they faced the flames, "Play the man." And surely Bishop Latimer
had in his mind Paul's own word "Quit you like men, be strong."
"Yes" said the Apostle "Be strong." Not only courage but strength is
needed to bear them up under the trials which will come upon them.
Paul begins the list of the christian armour in Ephesians 6 with "Be

strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. Put on the whole
armour of God that ye may be able to stand in the evil day and having
done all to stand." And you cannot but be impressed when you read
your New Testament how time and time again this thought is brought
before us, the thought of conflict in our christian warfare. For
instance more than once the christian is likened to a soldier. Says
Paul, "Endure hardness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ." "So run
that ye may obtain," the thought of the athlete. Sometimes it is
spoken of as a wrestler. "We wrestle" says Paul, "not against flesh
and blood," that would be bad enough, "but against principalities,
against powers, against spiritual wickedness in high places" and so
comes the clarion call "Be strong, be strong" because that is the force
of the word, and this is an uncommon word, "Be strong" and how
can we be strong? well we are to "be strong with might by His Spirit
in the inner man." Paul is pointing these people to the source of all
strength, to the "Spirit of love and power and of a strong mind". We
are to take our weakness and have it stiffened into strength, and it is
possible to be made "more than conquerors through Him that loved
us", and wasn't it Paul who was to find that God's strength was
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sufficient for him and that he would be made strong in a strength not
his own, "My grace is sufficient for thee for My strength is made
perfect in weakness." So it was not mockery for Paul to exhort them
"Quit you like men, be strong" because the Lord would give them
enabling grace.

Now we leave the fighting words of command and we come to this
gentler exhortation with which the Apostle ends his words. He says
"Let all your things be done with love." Now this was a hard lesson
for the people at Corinth because they were, as we have already seen,
constantly splitting themselves into factions; they were tearing each
other in their partisanships, but now Paul says, "Let all your things be
done with love" and if there had been more love at Corinth there
would have been less dissension. Love is not a weak characteristic. It
stands in marked contrast here but it is just as strong as the other four,
even stronger.

Now there is a wider application to these words, not just to put it
down to the conditions at Corinth but it applies to all believers. It
applies to us. "Let all your things be done in love", all our affairs as a
congregation are to be conducted in the spirit of love. "Let love,"
says the Apostle, "prevail in your heart in your assemblies, in your
families" and Paul had a lot to say about love. He was not a weak
man; he was one of the strongest. Do you not remember how he
devoted a whole chapter to the subject of love? I Corinthians 13.
Remember how it begins, "Though I speak with the tongues of men
and of angels ....though I give all my goods to feed the poor and
though I give my body to be burned, and have not love, I am
nothing." I am nothing if I have not love. I am nothing in the sight of
God. And he ends that great chapter by saying, "Follow after love."
That is not just an isolated incident in the New Testament. Listen
again to these Scriptures, "Forbearing one another in love."
"Speaking the truth in love." "Walk in love one toward the other"
and, says Jude, "Keep yourselves in the love of God," "Quit
yourselves like men." "Keep yourselves in the love of God." May
God keep us from being a loveless Church. There can be no greater
travesty of the Gospel than a Church that knows nothing of love. "Let

all your things be done in love" says the Apostle Paul.
Watchfulness and strength, courage and might are all necessary but'

they are nothing unless we have a spirit of love.
Here is Paul's last word "Let all your things be done with love."

And strength and love can both be found in Christ. There is a hymn
beginning

"Strong Son of God, Immortal Love"

I
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and strength and love are both to be found in Christ Himself, and we
become watchful and we become steadfast and we have courage and
we have strength when we know something of love that grows and
because it is deeprooted and shown in our lives.

Is this not what the world is needing today? The qualities,
watchfulness, steadfastness, strength, stickability, but it will all be of
no use unless there is love. It used to be said in the very early days of
the Christian Church. "See how these christians love one another!"
Let that be a testimony in this town that here at least it can be said
"Sei how these Christians love one another." "Let all your things be
done in love." May God give us grace so to do.

M.  H.

For Younger Readers
CARINE MACKENZIE

PHOTOGRAPH ALBUMS

Have you ever found some old photographs in a drawer or
cupboard? Perhaps you had not seen them for years or you may never
have seen them before.

Recently I have been tidying up our photograph albums and going
through old photos. How much the children have changed in even a
short time! How much younger the grown-ups looked ten years ago!

These photos tell us without a doubt that we are growing older. We
are all changing. Every year shows a difference in one way or another.

In this world of change there is one who never changes The Lord
Jesus Christ. He is the same yesterday and today and for ever' In the
prophesy of Malachi, God says to his people "I am the Lord, I change
not." That should be a great comfort to us in this changing world.

Many of the friends and relations that we see in old photos, are now
no longer living - grandparents, aunts and uncles are now in eternity.
This is a reminder to us that one day we too will die. Even a long life
passes very quickly. Job felt that his days were passing "swifter than a
weaver's shuttle" - just in a flash. David said that a man's life was
just like the grass that grows in the field with beautiful flowers. In a
short time the flowers wither and die and are forgotten.

Some photos are blurred and out of focus so that we can hardly
make out who the people are. Some pictures of ourselves do not please
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us at all. "Surely I don't look like that,, we hear people say
sometimes. Photos do not always show things as they really are.

But God sees us just exactly as we are, not only our outward
appearance but right into our hearts and minds. The word of God is a
discerner of the thoughts and intents of our hearts. (Heb. 4. 12.). All
things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom wehave
to do (Heb. 4. 13.)

Looking over old school photos you see people that you have not
thought of for years. Sometimes you have to really rack your brain to
put a name to the face that was once so familiar. How easily we
forget. What a blessing for us that the Lord is not like that. He
never forgets us. "I have graven thee upon the palms of my hands',
He says in Isaiah 49. "A mother may even forget her baby, I will not
forget you."

As we grow older a flick through a photograph album makes us"call to mind the days of old" (Ps 143). That should make us think of
the goodness of God to us in years that are past and make us thank
him for his many mercies to us. "The Lord hath been mindful of us:
he will bless us" (Ps. l15. l2).

PUZZLE
Photos jog our memories about things in the past. The Bible gives

us plenty of advice about things that we should remember. Try to find
some of them.

to keep it holy.
8x.20. 8.

l. Remember

2. Remember

3. Remember
4. Remember
5. Remember

Num 15.39 .
Deut.32.7.
Ps,  105.5.

Eccles. 12. l.
Lu. 17.32.6. Remember

7. Remember

E. Remember

9. Remember

Acts 20. 35.

Heb.  13 .3 .
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Question and Answer
ISA A. BUCKLEY

We have a lovely text hanging in the hall which has been in the
family for a long time. It asks a question and then gives the answer.

Matthew 22:42. WHAT THINK YE OF CHRIST?
S. of S. 5:16. HE IS ALTOGETHER LOVELY!
The question was often asked when the Lord Jesus Christ was here

on earth and many different answers were given.
John 7:12. Some said He is a good man, others said, nay but He

deceiveth the people.
John 9:16. This man is not of God.
John 9:17. This man is a prophet.
John 10:20. He hath a Devil and is mad.
Luke 4:22.Is not this Joseph's son?
To his Master's question Peter gives the correct answer.
Matthew 17:13-16. THOU ART THE CHRIST, THE SON OF

THE LIVING GOD.
What of the answer? HE IS ALTOGETHER LOVELY! We have

no clear description of our Lord's human form. We do know He was a
healthy, hard workinB ril, plying His trade, and providing for His
mother and her family. We do know His grace and love to all.

HIS VOICE How kindly He spoke to the children, the sorrowful,
and the bereaved. How sharply He dealt with the religious hypocrites,
and those more interested in prying into the sins of others than in
confessing their own.

HIS HANDS. He went about doing good. He healed the sick. He
fed the hungry. He raised the dead. He put His kind hands upon the
little children. The last thing He did before cruel men bound those
hands was to heal the High Priest's servant's ear.

HIS EYES. Were full of kindness, seeing the vast human need
around Him. The grief of the father whose little daughter had died.
The dear widowed mother walking in her son's funeral procession.
The little man hiding up the tree to get a good view of Him as He
passed by. The children and their mothers being sent away by His
disciples. He saw it all. Think of the look He turned upon Peter as he
denied His Lord.

HIS EARS. Always open to the cry of the sinner, always ready to
hear the faintest cry of the needy one.

He has not changed. Even in Revelation chapter l, where we see

10s
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Him in His Divine Majesty, He says to His dear servant, FEAR NOT.
He sees our needs, He hears our cries. He speaks to us and works for
us. He loves us with an everlasting love.

Psalm 73:25. Whom have I in Heaven but Thee? and there is none
upon earth that I desire beside thee.

WHAT THINK YE OF CHRIST? HE IS ALTOCETHER
LOVELY.

To a Seeking Soul
Dear J.,

Oh that I might say something to help you out of your low estate;
alas, it is not for me to do HIS work, but I have found by many years'
experience and observation that Christ is far freer to give than we to
receive!

I can advise you most sincerely to study well HIS own words
without man's miserable comment thereon, for, sure, we spoil His
Word too much by so-called interpretation, which often is confusion.

John 3:16 is HIS Word and His Word to you and all like you; is not
that one word great enough to help a worm right out on to clear
ground?

I nowadays have to beware lest I make God a liar! "How so?" say
you. "By not believing the record that God gave of His Son."

I John 5:10 is a hammer to me; it knocks me out of all the
traditional religion we have been used to hearing. What a sinner I am!
My greatest sins now are atheism against His own Word. You learn to
hang for eternity on JUST WHAT HE SAYS, no matter what you
feel. It is for sinners and no minister can alter that. Beware of trying
to make yourself good (if that were possible) before you venture your
poor soul on Him. Tradition, form, orthodoxy often make great
hindrances to a soul coming. Just look at His Word alone. The devil
will pump up all vileness in you to prevent your doing that. Stick to
His Word, it is "for ever settled in heaven." It can never be broken
and HE fulfils it. You have a good God, a good Bible, and maybe not
hearing ministers is to drive you to the fountain, His sacred Word. If
so, yours is a great gain.

Fsctract from a letter by Ernest Roe.
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Augustus Toplady
a true Christian Poet

W. J. SEATON (Inverness)

The essential difference between the Christian poet and the poet of
this world probably lies in the fact that the Christian poet is more
under obligation to write from the experience of his own heart and
mind than the worldly poet ever is. The distinction is not absolute, of
course, and there is a sense in which the worldly poet may plumb the
very depths of his being for these things expressed; but it is not
essential. He may rely on poetic skill, or technique, or the example of
others, and he may have only a passing interest in his subject, even
though he may treat it with great ability. For the Christian poet to be a
sincere Christian within his poetry, however, requires that he writes,
not only with the pen, but with the "understanding also." He is to
bring to his poetry what John Bunyan tells us he endeavoured to bring
to his preaching, and he is to write those things that are "felt," and
sometimes "smartingly" felt. In the case of Augustus Toplady, this
peculiarly Christian aspect of poetry and poetic writing is very much
to the fore. This is especially true in those hymns that are generally
accepted as the greatest of his hymns, and that have served the
Christian Church best over many years "Rock of Ages," "A Debtor
to Mercy Alone," "From Whence this Fear and Unbelief," "A

Sovereign Protector I have." All of these breathe the atmosphere of a
believer in Christ held firmly for ever in the secure grasp of the
Omnipotent, Sovereign God of his salvation. This was the total
atmosphere in which Toplady lived his everyday Christian life, and it
is a small wonder that his poetic skills rose to their grandest heights in
expressing those truths that were continual meat and drink to his soul.

An entry from his Diary, dated24th December, 1767, illustrates the
point.

My faith was weak, and my comfort small, this whole day;
especially in the evening. Yet, this is my rock of dependence, that
the foundation of the Lord standeth sure; his love is
unchangeable; his purpose according to election, cannot be
overthrown; his covenant is from everlasting to everlasting; and
he girdeth me when I know it not.

It is easy to see that for a poet such as Toplady the transition from
prose to poetry of such sentiments was but a short step. The "rock of
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dependence," God's "unchangeable" love, the election of grace that"cannot be overthrown," "his covenant" that is "from everlasting to
everlasting." This is the stuff that "Rock of Ages," and "A Debtor to
Mercy Alone" are made of.

Relating a visit that he paid on one occasion, Toplady uses an
expression that is almost pure poetry in its own right. He speaks about"the invincibility of converting grace."

Drinking tea to-day at Mr Leigh's, at Haynes, the company went
away early, and Mr Leigh and I had the remainder of the
afternoon to ourselves. Our conversation took a very improving
turn. We talked much of death, the assurance of faith, and the
invincibility of converting grace.

That "invincibility of converting grace" is strewn throughout the
hymns of Toplady in all matters relating to death, or life, or faith, or
hope, or whatever.

"And I to the end shall endure,
As sure as the earnest is given;
More happy, but not more secure,
The glorified spirits in heaven."

The grace that brought him to Christ, will keep him near Christ,
and will present him in Christ at the last, because it is grace that is
"invincible." Toplady could never forget his own conversion
experience, and as that, was often recalled in his life, so it was
continuously recorded in his lines.

Strange that I, who had so long sat under the means of grace in
England, should be brought nigh to God in an obscure part of
Ireland, amidst a handful of God's people met together in a barn,
and under the ministry of one who could hardly spell his name!
Surely it was the Lord's doing, and is marvellous! The excellency
of such power must be of God, and cannot be of man: the
regenerating Spirit breathes not only on whom, but likewise when
where, and as he listeth. (Diary, 29th Feb. 1768).

Toplady's belief in the sovereign and unfailing workings and
purposes of God were always put to good practical purpose in the
course of his pastoral duties and calling. Perhaps that is why his
hymns minister such stability to the hearts and minds of God's people.
For example - from his Diary -

...One of the most difficult and discouraging parts of my
ministry, I have long found, is visiting the ignorant and
unawakened sick. But nothing is too hard for God. He, whose
grace wrought on me, is able to work on the sinner I have been
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with to-day... Amidst all our discouragements, in ministering to
others; and amidst all our doubts respecting ourselves; there is yet
a foundation both sure and steadfast, even the rock of God's
eternal election. Were it not for this, how would my hands hang
down! and what hope could I have for myself or others?

The poet had his times of "Fear and Unbelief," as he tells us in his
diary - "at night, in my chamber, a little before I went to bed, my
soul was harassed in a sad and very unusual manner, with doubts and
fears, and unbelief." If this had not been the case, however, we might
never have had such a good remedy for our fear and unbelief as the
one provided in the hymn of that title:-

"From whence this fear and unbelief,
Since God my Father, put to grief
His spotless Son for me?"

Just as Toplady's doctrine was turned to good practical purpose in
his life, above all things it always led to true devotion of heart and
mind towards the Saviour:-

Friday 8th April. Mr Luce dined here to-day; we walked in the
afternoon to Harpford; where I inducted him into that living. In
the course of this day, I was favoured with some comfortable
glimpses of my heavenly Father's countenance. O, that I could
have a heart ever warm with love! But it is better to catch fire
now-and-then, than to be always cold. Blessed be the comforter
of God's elect, a live coal, from the golden altar that is before the
throne, is sometimes dropt into my heart; and then I can sing,

ov'd of my God, for him again
With love intense I burn;

Chosen of thee ere time began,
I choose thee in return.

It is good to know that the writer of hymns was a singer of hymns,
as well, and that what he wrote from himself he could sing lo himself
for the good and the comfort of his own soul. Surely the peculiar
mark of the Christian poet, indeed. Thus he concludes his Diary for
the year 1767-

Upon a review of the past year, I desire to confess, that my
unfruitfulness has been exceeding great; my sins still greater; and
God's mercies greater than both. It is now between eleven and
twelve at night; nor can I conclude the year more suitably, to the
present frame of my own mind, than with the following verse
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from one of my hymns, which expresses both my sense of past,
and my humble dependence on divine goodness for future
favours.

Kind Author, and Ground of my hope,
Thee, thee for my God I avow

My glad Ebenezer set up,
And own thou hast help'd me til l now.-- 

-:':{-)

1 muse on the years that are past,
Wherein my defence thou hast prov'd;

Nor wilt thou abandon at last
A sinner so signally lov'd.

When Augustus Toplady wrote, "A debtor to mercy alone, of
covenant mercy I sing," he really meant that. He rejoiced to sing his
own hymns that had first warmed his own heart, when he needed his
heart warmed once again; and he could sing the hymns of others that
ministered God's truth and grace to his soul. A final entry from his
Diary:-

...Thou hast knit me to thyself in the bonds of an everlasting
covenant which shall not be forgotten and cannot be annulled.
Thou hast set me as a seal upon thine arm, and hast set the seal of
thy Spirit upon my heart. I can sing, with one of thy saints now in
heaven:

"Loved moved thee to die;
And on this I rely,
My Saviour hath lov'd me, I cannot tell why:
But this I can find,
We two are so joined
He'll not be in glory and leave me behind"

Toplady wrote from the heart for the heart, and rejoiced in all
Christian poets who did the same, and thus made their calling sure.

"Leaning on our Beloved."
"He comes down to us that we leaning upon Him may go up to

Him."
C. H. Spurgeon
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Rewards of the Kingdom
DAVID L. WRIGHT

"....whot shall we have therefoTsT" - Matthew 19:27
The Rev D. L. Wright is minister of St Columba's

(old Parish) Church, Stornoway, Lewis.

What may followers of Christ expect by way of incentives and
rewards? That is what Peter wanted to know. Whereas a young ruler
declined parting with his wealth to follow Christ, the disciples had left
their livelihoods. "Behold, we have forsaken all and followed Thee:"
Peter blurted out, "what shall we have therefore?" What's in it flr
us? Such a bargaining spirit was common to the market place but not
to the kingdom. Even so, does it "pay well" to follow Christ? Yes,
"an hundredfold" - but in a way that turns our reckoning back to
front.

Recall Jesus' explanation by parable. Compare heaven's kingdom
with a farmer's activities. Early in the morning he hires a squad and
agrees with them their wages before they start work in his vineyard.
About 9 a.m. he returns to the market place, offers work to idle hands
and promises to give them what is right. Not prepared to serve on his
terms, they go their way. Likewise at 12 noon and 3 p.m., his
invitation is rejected. But as late as 5 o'clock, an hour before sunset, it
is accepted. With little time left for work, much less for haggling over
wages, they trust him to do right by them. And an hour later, with the
day's work over, he has his steward give these late-comers a whole
day's pay. Then the first lot, who have toiled all day beneath a blazing
sun, suppose that they are entitled to more. And when they receive the
same pay, they grumble at the farmer for making the last equal to
themselves. But with admirable restraint he reminds them of their
bargain before dismissing them. His right to be generous is not an
occasion for jealousy.

"You want to be sure of rewards," Jesus is saying. Well don't
bargain with God. Don't even calculate on your service for Him. As
guilty sinners you are in no position to dictate terms or to sue for
dismissal. Any wages due are the wages of sin, which is death. Instead
God asks you simply to trust Him. Service record apart, He will look
after your interests. In loving and serving Him, His amazing grace will
reward you above all expectations or deserts. For the rewards of the
kingdom are not of debt for services rendered but of grace to
undeserving sinners. Indeed followers of Christ are rewarded in at
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least four ways. First, God's plan of redemption satisfies the mind of
man. Second, God's grace in Christ saves souls for time and eternity.
Third, God's work of the kingdom fully stretches our ransomed
powers. Fourth, God's rich blessings supply all our needs for the
present and future. Consider then these rewards of the kingdom under
the headings of strategy, selection, service and settlement.

Notice throughout the wise farmer's strategy. Without his
approach, there would be no hired helpers. Without his initiative,
there would be no work for idle hands. So God's recruitment for the
kingdom reflects His loving strategy, His astonishing generosity to
sinful mankind. Works of piety or charity or kirk attendance can lay
no claim to His favour. For "love so amazing, so divine" is under no
obligation to secure our services. Love that so loathes sin's idleness as
to do something about it is altogether unmerited and undeserved. It is
entirely of His good pleasure to bring estranged sinners into the
kingdom of heaven.

Though the Devil is also in the market for souls, Christ still gets His
man. Demonic impediments of idleness and unworthiness, fostered by
Pharisaic exclusiveness, must bow to His prior claim. We may be
reluctant to associate with these deemed inferior in status and
character but "the high and lofty One Who inhabiteth eternity, whose
name is holy" dwells with men and women of low estate, with sinful
man and women of "a contrite and humble spirit." "If a man love
Me, he will keep my words," said Jesus, "and my Father will love him
and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him." That is to
say it is divinely intended for us to live in the society of God. And this
we may do through the Saviour Who brings God to us and us to
God. "Friend of sinners," the Pharisees labelled Him. They tried to
belittle Him. They were really honouring Him. He is indeed The
Friend Who does helpless sinners good.

That was true for Francis Thompson, former drug addict and drop
out. "I fled Him down the nights and down the days," he confessed
until constrained, like blind George Matheson, by the love that would
not let him go. And that same redeeming love, that crucified and risen
love, will not let go any individual chosen from eternity until the Spirit
of God has drawn him to the Saviour and secured him to the Father.
How blessed to know the love of God, revealed in the grace of Christ,
reaching down from that "green hill without a city wall" into our
needy hearts.

Clearly love's strategy satisfies the mind of man. Here is no cosy
interpretation of life with self at the centre, but God in Christ lifting
us into a new understanding of His creative and redemptive purposes,
disclosing our inestimable worth by the price paid in blood. "In whom
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we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of Jesus,
according to the riches of His grace." For God as the all wise had
already planned in love for His creation, even before the fall of man,
to be conformed to the image of His beloved Son. "Having

predestinated us into the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to
Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will." In other words
the only power which retrieves from sin's defiling wastefulness, re-
clothes with the beauty of holiness and restores with the benificence of
service is the love of God.

"What shall we have therefore?" demanded Peter as the disciples
spokesman. A rewarding discernment of the generosity of love's
strategy. "Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father,
through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of
the blood of Jesus Christ."

Notice too the kind farmer's selection ch.20. His work force is most
unusual. While he goes out early to find helpers, he brings hope to the
destitute and forlorn. He puts fresh heart into them. So God's
selection, inclusive of Israel in earlier centuries, is not influenced nor
repelled by limited endowment or incapacity to serve. If it were, what
future for us, who as alienated sinners are useless to a holy God, who
are "strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope and
without God in the world"? But God who is plenteous in mercy, saves
by grace through faith. He enrols us in His hand-picked team, trains
us under the manual of His word in the factory of this life and fusses
over us in the show-room of eternity.

But what of the hours of recruitment? These have been interpreted
as different dispensations or classes from Patriarchs to Prophets to
Pharisees to Jewish sinners to Gentile sinners. That is based on a
mistaken assumption that the labourers at 9 a.m., 12 noon and 3 p.m.
accepted the farmer's invitation. However, the parable declares "And

they went their way" (not his way), a phrase denoting refusal (cf v 14
the Great Supper and tribute to Caesar). Of the two groups which
entered the vineyard, the first (v 10,14) was later removed so that the
last (v 9,16) remained. Better late than never we say. Late entrants are
trophies of grace, "a ruin lit up for evening service," as Jowett
remarked. Yet it is better to be early than late, to spend many years in
the Master's service. The future with its eleventh hour is far too
uncertain. "Now is the accepted time; now is the day of salvation."
Don't delay following Christ. It is later than you think.

Truly grace's selection saves souls for time and eternity. How
staggering the discovery that we were chosen in Christ unto everlasting
life, that the gifts of repentance of sin and trust in the Saviour are of
God's sovereign will. "God hath from the beginning chosen you to
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salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth.,'
Not that unbelievers can fault God. "Nay, but, O man, who art thou,
that replies (disputes) against God ! " Only by believing on the Saviour
for eternal life are the elect known (John 6:37). By their disbelief, the
reprobate are without excuse (Romans 2:15). But I pray that you are
of that great multitude whom no man can number, that you are ,.not
of them who draw back unto perdition; but of them who believe to the
saving of the soul," that you have the assurance of salvation - ..the
Spirit Himself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children
of God."

"What shall we have therefore?" reiterate all age groups. Surely the
reward of gratitude for love's recovery. "We love him, because He
first loved us." Notice also the good farmer's service. Row upon row
of ripe grapes have to be gathered in. The more helpers, the better for
him, the better for them. Here is promise of work and pay for
many. Similarly the all-sufficient God, Who needs not our help to
usher in His Kingdom, equips us to serve Him. This privilege is almost
reward enough. The kingdom of course is about eternal life, about
God's rule in surrendered lives, about "righteousness and peace and
joy in the Holy Spirit." It is inclusive of Kirk membership and daily
workers. We are to labour together with the Lord of the Church
ingathering and upbuilding souls for eternity; and to do our daily
work for Him, free from clock watching and merely pleasing man.
For we are not our own nor servants of men but God's people, who
live and pray and serve Him.

Therefore "Christian work for Jesus" is an offering, a glad
expression of transformed living and relentless morality. As the
sculptor answered Napoleon, "the hand used to portray Jesus Christ
cannot be lowered." That is the reason why Christian work and
witness in home, classroom, factory floor, pulpit gives grave offence
to unbelievers. Yet their sneers and criticism are pin-pricks compared
with communist brain washing and segregation of families for the
sake of the Gospel.

Such heroic witness takes us back to a dungeon in Philippi where
two missionaries were incarcerated with angry wounds of scourging
on their bodies. "And at midnight Paul and Silas sang praises unto
God and the prisoners heard them." What a strange place and yet
what better place to sing a new song unto the Lord. What a triumph
over adversity and wickedness! What a brave testimony before others!
Have you the courage to abide by what you believe? "sanctify the
Lord God in your hearts and be ready always to give an answer to
every man who asks you a reason of the hope that is in you with
meekness and fear." Would you remain loyal to Christ under enemy
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fire? "Beloved, think it not sfiange concerning the fiery trial which is
to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you: But
rejoice, in as much as you are partakers of Christ's sufferings." Pray
the Spirit of God may win your workmates for the Saviour by what
they see and hear of "Christ in you, the hope of Glory."

Certainly the kingdom's service fully stretches our ransomed
powers. Much work in the world's employment is frankly
disappointing. It is not enough in the cut and thrust of competition to
make an honest living. Man needs something to live for. He needs to
see the greatness of God over all His works, to appreciate that his
being runs out into the greatness of Being, that he is caught up in the
sweep of God's purposes from eternity to eternity. Then he may know
what Barrie described as "the fun of working till the stars go out." In
the demanding and satisfying service of the kingdom, man's labour is
not in vain. Work done for love of Christ, in His Spirit and by His
power, is upheld and honoured by God. Even our endeavours, in
whatever drab surroundings and trying circumstances, may be woven
into the larger pattern of the kingdom's advance. What an incentive to
be always abounding in the work of the Lord as His grace abounds to
us.

"What shall we have therefore?" inquire the Lord's people' The
joyful reward of gratifying service. "I must work the works of Him
that sent me while it is day", said the Master, "the night cometh when
no man can work." And that applies to us as well.

Above all notice the rich farmer's settlement. The last group is
generously rewarded. The first group gets their legal hire. Likewise
God is no man's debtor. On the one hand He gives freely to the last
who acknowledge wasting their day and in trusting Christ seek to
redeem the time. He rewards profusely those who commit themselves
unconditionally to the Saviour and are glad to serve Him in any way.
"God is not unrighteous to forget your work, and labour of love
which you showed towards His name." They are like the prodigal
whom the father welcomed home not as a hired servant but as his son
alive from the dead.

On the other hand the first are not taken up with Christ but with
themselves and recognition above their fellows. Like the elder brother,
they look in vain for the world's evaluations within the kingdom.
Should "the Owner of all" lavish the riches of His grace on late-
comers who have missed out so long on fellowship and service' giving
them easier or harder tasks in His vineyard, that is His good pleasure.
The sovereign Judge of all has the right to reward as He sees fit.
Aspersions on His goodness are grievous indeed. An eye evil in
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accusation and envy,.a spirit mercenary in bargaining and serving, has
no place and is dismissed."so the last shall be first, and the first last." After all christ does
not hono-ur hirelings but men who serve gladly under His orders, men
who confess that but for the saviour they wouid not be in tne [ingaom
at all. Are there any here trying to serve a Saviour they do not k"now?
lou may count yourselves in with the people of God, as the pharisees
did; what if He were to count you outt "Many be calied" like the rich
young ruler who, in rejecting christ and retaining an extreme attitude
on human rights, are out; .,but few choseni' like peter, being
responsive to the Gospel call by the spirit, are in. Are you on ihe *uy
out or in? For Christ or against Him? I implore you .,brethren give
diligence to make your calling and election sure... for so an entrince
shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingJom
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.;,

Peter argued, "Behold, we have forsaken all and followed Thee..."
Admittedly no sacrifice is too great for love's sake. yet forsaking
family ties to follow christ, spending property and money in rris
service, is compensated abundantly with new friends in the iord and
hospitality of open homes. In addition you have that inner *.uitt in
the gratifying service. All this and heaven too! And heaven's pay aayt
The rewarding gratuity of christ, the promised inheriiance of
everlasting life, for love of whom His fbllowers are to excel in
character and service, "rich in good works". For the rewards of the
kingdom are proportioned to faithfur stewardship. ,,Every man's
work shall be made manifest..." (l Cor 3:13-15).

obviously then heaven's settlement will supply all our future needs.
But heaven's pay day has already begun. wiih love of christ both the
motive and reward of all service in His name, His followers are being
paid here and now, by the hour, by the moment. Love's reward is
more love, more love of the Saviour and His people, more love that
purifies to think aright and to do right, to be patient and unenvious
and not to seek one's own advantage. As God said to Abraham, ,,I am
thy exceeding great reward" - not flocks and herds or anything seen
with the eye or touched with the hand - but more of Me, more iot"".to understand my ways and acts, to love and pray and be of useln the
kingdom's service. Jesus too spoke of a righteous man's reward - the
only fitting reward for such a man - that he should become more
righteous, more spiritually minded, more at home amid things unseen
and eternal. Thus in becoming like christ Himself, in discernirent and
maturity and devotion to His will - by these tokens of character and
not necessarily by praise or prosperity - shall His followers come to
learn there is nothing more rewarding.
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"What shall we have therefore?" The splendid gratuity of love's
settlement in Christ, "an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and
that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you." Against these gains
all else is loss. The rewards of the kingdom are assured. "Behold I
come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give to every man
according as his work shall be."

"Our souls we know, when he appears,
shall bear His image bright;

For all His glory, full disclos'd,
shall open to our sight.

A hope so great, and so divine,
may trials well endure;

And purge the soul from sense and sin,
as Christ Himself is pure.

Heaven Opened
The gates have closed that guard the way to the tree of life. The

flaming sword turns every way so that no flesh can approach and live.
Man has sinned. God is righteous. Well might angels weep as they
behold such a sight. HEAVEN IS SHUT. God dwells in His secret
place. Thunders and lightnings are round about Him. Clouds of
thickest darkness hide Him from man. The blood of Abel's lamb, the
rejection of Cain's first fruits attest the fact. Heaven is shut. The
blood-sprinkled door-posts, the thousands of altars, the myriads of
bleeding victims, the smoke ever ascending from the fires of
judgment, the unceasing priestly work, all proclaim that heaven's
doors are shut.

But PROMISE shone through the dark cloud of judgment, and the
glory of One coming to deliver was revealed, and while the captive
Israelite sat in his desolation beside the river of Chebar he wrote,
"The heavens were opened, and I saw visions of God." (Ezekiel i:l).
Thus we see heaven opened concerning,

I. CHRIST IN PROPHECY
And it is God who opens it, it is God who shows the visions. The

visions were about the glory of God and His relation to Israel; the
cloud, the chariot of His glory then departing as with wings and
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wheels'from His dwelling on earth. His ancient people are seen
scattered and broken, but the heavens do not close ,in vision' until
qg_ain the glory of God fills the temple and the whore earth besides is
filled *111t His glory, and heaven and earth are finally united under the
righteous sway of the_prince of peace, the coming 6eliverer. May He
hasten that glorious day!

2. CHRIST IN OBEDIENCE
Turn now to another scene. In Jordan's waters stands a spotless,perfect Man, in the place where the godly Jews confessed sd in ih;

,baptism of repentance-. Grace lnot sin) has brought uim hither,lhat
He might fulfil all righteousness, and when Heiame as the ferfectservant, the obedient Man, "Lo, the heavens were opened unto Him,
and H_e.saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting
upon Him; and lo, a v-9ic9 from heaven, saying, ,This is My biloved
son, in whom I am well pleased." This is heaven opening on christ in
obedience.

The Lord Jesus christ was the only perfectly obedient man that
earth has seen. Never had earth beheld such a sight, the glorious sun
had never before risen on such a day. God is looking aoivn rrom an
opened heaven upon a Man, and on that Man His .y" cun rest withperfect satisfaction, perfect complacency. God declares Him to be His
Son. As Man, He is anointed for His work with the seal of the Father.
The Holy Ghost descends on the meek, the lowly, the obedienrone.
He Himself is the Person on whom the heavens open. The Father
testifies of Him; the Holy Ghost testifies of Himithe eyes oi tt.
believing ones are turned towards Him. on no other object in this
9gd.-hlling,. God-rejecting world could God's eye have iested- The
Spirit, like the dove of Noah, looked over all the waste or waters ana
found no rest but on the ark. He was the solitary witness r- coa in
this world which He had made; so if the scene is an opened treauen ana
God looking down upon the earth, the sole attraction there is Jesus the
Son of God, the Son of Man.

'It is the Father's voice that cries,
Mid the deep silence of the skies,
This, this is My beloved Son,
In Him I joy, in Him alone.'

Again, we read of heaven being opened in connection with

3. CHRIST IN GOVERNMENT
Here we have an intimation of the future righteous and peaceful

government of earth united with heaven under tlie Son of Man. where
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our Lord Himself says, "Verily, verily I say unto you, hereafter ye

shall see HEAVEN OPEN, and the angels of God ascending and
descending upon the Son of Man." Nathanael, the representative of
the godly Jews, had confessed Him to be the Son of God and King of
Israel, and our Lord now told him that those who received Him when
He was on earth, should see yet greater things than those by which
they had been convinced, and, further, they should see the HEAVEN
OP-EN and He who had come down to be the Son of Man, the Man of
Sorrows, should, in that Name, be the object of the ministry of God's
highest creatures. This will be true in all its fulness to those of Israel
whom Nathanael represented, in a coming day. Meantime' we see
heaven open and all the ministry between heaven and earth carried on
through Him. Our thoughts are taken back to Jacob at his Bethel
wherJfrom his pillow of stone a ladder reached to heaven on which
angels ascended and descended, and we see the Lord Jesus uniting
e"ith to heaven, for He has been raised up and set at His Father's right
hand, and in Him we are raised up together and made to sit together in
heavenly places in Him. The scene is changed, but the object to which
all eyes are turned is the same. An opened heaven no longer looks
upon the Son of God in humiliation but upon that same Son of Man
uniting heaven and earth, God and His creatures, and on Him as the
objeciof the ministry of the angelic hosts. Blessed time for this poor
groaning misgoverned earth! Then shall be known the full power of
in. lota of losts who has said that He will "open the windows of
heaven and pour out a blessing that there shall not be room enough to
receive it." Meantime, we gladly take rejection with Him until He sits
on His own throne, for if we suffer with Him we shall also reign with
Him. our next spectacle of an open heaven is the sample of what an
open heaven sees now on earth and our place here under the kings of
the earth who are plotting against the Lord and His anointed. Heaven
is opened on

4. CHRIST IN THE GLORY OF GOD

TO THE REJECTED DISCIPLE. "Stephen, being full of the Holy

Ghost, looked up stedfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God, and
Jesus standing on the right hand of God, and said, behold, I see the

HEAVENS OpBNnO, and the Son of Man standing on the right hand

of God." Man had rejected Christ; God had taken Him to His own

right hand. Man, in his most inveterate hatred of God had sent out of
th-e world the only Person in it on whom God's eye could gaze with

complacency. Heaven can open now upon nothing on this earth'
when it openr, it is itself the scene, but the object to the mind of God
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and to the believer full of the Holy Ghost is still the saine Jesus.
Itgplr.l was being sent after his Master. The Third p;; oi tn"
Trinity in him was being rejected as the Second person had been at the
cross. The Son of Man would still stand ready to return-untii ttis
testimony had been rejected; He is now set down, waitinj tiit gis
enemies are made His footstool. what a glorious sijnt to tnJ uetiever
in testimony, in rejection, in martyrdomt He sees not the enraged
multitude, he hears not the derisive shout, he beholds not the fiendishgesture, "he sees HEAVEN opENED." It seems as if, even during
the time that they were stoning him, he kept his eyes hxed on ttti,
wonderful vision, for we_read, "and they stoned Stejhen calling upon
God and saying, ,Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.",

So it is now with us. Heaven opened ON the Lord Jesus; it opens
To us. whatever enmity of men oi devils may be around us, iaith'no*
sees_heaven opened and the son of Man at t-he right tr"na oi coi ro,
us. It is no longer the eye of God derighting to lool tnrougtr an openeo
heaven upon His son on earth, it is the chiistian himsetiiooting?orn
earth into an opened heaven, and seeing all the gto.y oicoi,-ana
better than all the glory and abovethe hifhest eve'of bod's heavenry
glories, the Son of Man there for him.

Never before had such a sight been seen, a glorified MAN at God,s
right hand. Prophets had spoken of it, but hire was the raci. ciory
was-native to heaven, but now we see the Son of Man in the gloiy of
God. What a gospel f^o.1 eyery sinner, for every son of man, 

-did

stephen preach when, filled with the Spirit, he tola out that heaven
was opened and the Son of Man was there! Is the reader a weak and
trembling one who can hardly dare to think that he is saved, "na quit.
conscious that he has never been filled with the Holy Ghosti ristJn to
the glorious good news that God Himself has commanded to be tord
to every one: HEAVEN IS opENED - the veil is rent - God's hand
has done it; not open now merely for God to look on ur, uuiop"n ro.
us to look upon God. The gates of Eden have been op.n.d - itr.irt i,
the Door - and further, He as Son of Man is theri. es son oicoo
He never required to leave that glory and go back to it again, uut u,
Son of Man He never would have been tlere unless Go-d had been
vindicated, had been glorified in the putting away of sin - sin that lay
upon Him as the substitute of the sinner. ,,It is finished." This is
9od's good n_eyl, a quickened sinner, an open heaven, and an exalied
Substitute! This is the g-round of my peace. Not *hat i reEL, noi it,
suppression of God-dishonouring thoughts, not success in the
conflict, not a growth !n g1ace, not the feeling of an indwelfing Spi.it,
not a growing more like God, but the sure testimony or col to an
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open heaven and the son of Man before Him. what more do we need
than what God has done?

The tombs are rent as if to show that the sinner is to meet God now
in life, in resurrection; therefore stephen, a poor sinner, stands filled
with the Holy Ghost.

The veil is rent to show that the way into the holiest of all is now
made manifest, therefore heaven is open to the believing sinnei.

The Lord is risen and is at the right hand of God, and Ce is there the
Son of Man for me. An unveiled God, an open tomb, a glorified Sonof Man - what more, guilty, trembling ioul, do yo,i *"ntt fn.natural eye has never seen this; faith alonJby tni uotv Ghost uetrotos
r.uclt a glory. Light from earth has nevir piercea trte mianigrrt
darkness in which God is enveroped. The flaming r*ora rtitt iu.n,
e_very way to guard the tree of life but where aia it taltt It fell on
christ and in Him the sword of vengeance will never ue tuinJ ug"inr,
us. There is no entrance into paradise but by the Door. rtrere"is ,ro
mercy to sinners but in christ. The world knew not the darkness in
which-God wrapped His Son, when on the cross He was dealing with
sin. The last hour of light the world had, men spent in *uggrng'tt.i,
heads at.and spitting upon the Light of Life. No unquicf;;; ;un
saw christ in resurrection. Faith alone can see Him thus. The self-
emptied sinner alone can rest where God has found rest in the glorified
Son of Man.

once again we see heaven opened. In Acts X:II peter ,saw heaven
opened and a certain vessel descending unto him as it had been u t..utsheet, knit at the four corners, and lei down to the earth.'Heav'en is
opened to explain the mystery of
5. THE CHURCH FORMED

The church of God had been hid in God. It is not according to
earthly and Jewish distinctions of clean and unclean. It is 

"not

according to the thought that the Moabite and Ammonite should not
come into the Israelitish congregation of God. This was true uno i,
true and ever will be true, but here is something new. The middri wail
of partition is broken down and there is neither Jew nor Gentile. This
was never revealed or prophesied before. The Gentile was to be
blessed, but mediately through the Jew and that will yei tur." pt"..
Peter saw clean and unclean on an equality, not the unclean ueneriiea
by the clean. Those that were nigh, and thoie that were far ori, tt ui-ir,
the-Jews nationally separated from God, and the Gentiles'outside
God's calling, all now stand equaily guilty and equally to be bresseJ by
God. To Peter had been given the keys-of ttre kinjaom tnoiorJr,.church) and he opened the doors firit to the Jews in his sermon in
Acts ii at Pentecost, and then after this heaven-given vision, to the
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Gentiles in the person of the centurion, and since the door has thus
been opened equally to both, no national distinction being recognized,
this key is no longer necessary. We now have the Holy Ghost sent
down from heaven. This is the vision of the true dwelling-place of God
on the earth - the body of Christ. The middle wall of partition
between Jew and Gentile was broken down and His servants were sent
to gather out of every nation, kindred and tongue, His Church which
is to consist of all kinds of saved sinners, that in the ages to come "He

might show the excoeding riches of His grace." May we be thus living
on Christ and thus doing His will - partners in the work of
ingathering now, soon to be with Him in the glory above. For again
do we see heaven opened on

6. THE CHURCH SEATED
"After this, I looked, and behold a door was opened in heaven.

And the first voice which I heard.... said Come up hither' and I will
show thee things which must be hereafter." In the apocalyptic vision
John had seen the son of Man in glory as the first of the three great
divisions of the vision. He had also seen God's Church history - "the

things that vvs" - the second great division in the history of the seven
Chuiches. And he is now to behold "the things which must be
hereafter" as the third division. But the church represented in'the
throned elders has been caught up and is now seen seated with Christ
on thrones before all the judgment is poured out. The saints shall
judge the world. They are like Abraham, the friend of God, apart
i.om Sodo-, hearing all that is to fall on Sodom. This is what we are
waiting for, to be caught up to meet the Lord in the air, and to be set
with ftim on His throne. What a contrast to the martyred Stephen!
This is the church triumphant, that was the church militant. well
may we praise the Lord for this little glimpse into an opened heaven,
for He would have our hearts to rest on the blessed thought that we
shall be enthroned around the crowned Jesus, before He comes to
execute His wrath. For this is not all; again heaven will be opened, not
in the vision of prophecy, not on the meek lowly Jesus, not on,His
suffering people, nor to show His calmly seated Church, but to show

7. CHRIST AND HIS SAINTS IN JUDGMENT
He comes with myriads of His saints. christ with the church is now

seen rising up in the exercise of judgment, as John says in Rev. xix; I l,
"I saw HgnVBN OPENED, and behold a white horse; and He that
sat upon Him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He

dothludge and make war. His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on His
head were many crowns; and He had a name written that no man

knew but He Himself. And He was clothed with a vesture dipped in
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blood: and His Name is called the woRD oF GoD And the armies in
heaven followed Him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white
and clean. And out of His mouth goeth a sharp sword, that witir it He
should smite the nations; and He shall rule them with a rod of iron:
and He treadeth the wine-press of the fierceness and wrath of
Almighty God. And He hath on His vesture and on His thigh a name
written, KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS." Sich is the
awful opening of heaven upon a God-dishonouring earth when the
rejected, crucified Son of Man shall disperse the midnight darkness in
which the earth is wrapped, by the flash of His judgment-sword. That
funeral pall of blackest dye which has hung ouer ihis doomed world
from the sixth hour of that most awful crucifixion day, shall be torn
asunder by His hand when He executes judgment. Thin will be seen,
not the deluge of water, as when in Genesis vii; ll the windows of
heaven were opened, but wrath from heaven, the wrath of the Lamb.
what a day! what a reality! The book of mercy closed! christ risen
up! The door shut! The sword unsheated! How the scene is changed! No
longer humiliation; no longer angelic ministry, no longir His
martyred followers, but His fierce vengeance, His own right hind, His
own sword girt on His thigh, His now triumphant co-heirs riding forth
in victory and breaking to pieces all before Him. Still the ob-iect is
Jesus, the woRD oF GoD. For it is christ Himself who is our irudy,
let Him be on earth, in heaven, or joining earth to heaven, rejected or
reigning, suffering or subduing. That same pierced brow which wore
the thorny crown is now to be decked with many crowns, for,

"The crowns that are now round the false one's brow
Shall be worn by earth's rightful Lord.,'

That same pierced hand shall draw the sword from its scabbard;
those same wounded feet shall press the snowy clouds and ,,every eye
shall see Him, and they also that pierced Him; and ail kindreds of tire
earth shall wail because of Him." God Himself breaks the silence;
everything is now felt by every one to be REAL; the wine-press of the
fierceness and wrath of Almighty God is seen to be real; tire wrath of
the Lamb is seen to be real.

Flee from the wrath to come and study Christ who has opened
heaven and who is all the glory within an opened heaven.

I
:
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Heaven was opened - Jesus came;
He revealed the Father's Name.

Took our place to bear our load,
God has owned Him frorn above,
Sent the Spirit l ike a dove,

Sealed Him, and with Him abode. Matt .  i i i . l6.
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Heaven is opened - Lo! we see
Christ who died upon the tree

Joining earth to heaven above John i;51.
Angel servants from the throne
Blessings bring through Him alone;

Richest tokens of His love.

Heaven is opened - glorious day,
Christ hath put our sin away;

Men of every tongue and race,
Jew and Gentile. bond and free.
All are welcome equally. Ac ts  x ; l l .

All may share God's matchless grace.

Heaven is opened - Christ has gone
Into heaven, His work is done;

Him we follow, Him alone
He whom men have crucified,
Son of Man now glorified. Acts vii;55

Sits upon His Father's throne.

Heaven is opened - on the throne
See the One whom men disown

Now the Judge of quick and dead.
Lo! the temple, Christ the light,
He who by His wondrous might

Bruised for ever Satan's head.

Heaven will open yet again Rev.  x ix . l l ,
We with Him shall judge and reign,

Every eye shall see His face.
Proud rebellious man shall quail,
Nations, kindreds, all shall wail,

All who scorned His truth and grace.

from 
"Grace ond Truth under twelve aspects"

by the late Dr. W. P. MacKaY (Hull)
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Greater Love
GRACE M. PATTERSON (Ampthill)

"O deoth, I will be thy plagues; O grove, I witt be thy
destruction". 11osea 13:14

"Out it burst, a dreadful cry of death _
The plague! The plague! the withering language flew."

Howitt

- It was a glorious August afternoon when we set off motoring
through the Peak District and came in sight of the charming village of
Eyam nestling in the limestone hills of Derbyshire. one could hirdly
visualise that in such an exquisite setting i "mighty woe" as The
Plague could have descended in all its horror, when five out of every
six were stricken down in the course of a few months.

we must first of all introduce ourselves to two worthy stalwarts in
the persons of Thomas Stanley and William Mompesson.

Thomas Stanley was for 16 years Rector of Eyam when he was
eventually ejected on account of his nonconformity at the time when
2,000 clergy left their parishes, in 1662.

Although ex-Rector he lovingly co-operated with William
Mompesson who followed him as Rector, and these two dear men of
God covenanted together to plan measures for the welfare and
protection of this heroic little community of sufferers and devised
means whereby The Plague was contained in the village. what bravery
and determination they manifested in the facJ of death and
destruction all around them, ministering comfort to the dying and
encouraging the living with the Word of God's grace! Surely, ,;They
loved not their lives unto death!" These two clergymen'lineeling
together spread the whole matter before the Lord in ihe light of that
word, "Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself." The report quickly
got round that the Rector proposed to say something or vita interest
one June Sunday afternoon, and, as a result, a laige and attentive
congregation gathered together. He took for his text Matthew 16:25,"whosoever shall save his life shall lose it; but whosoever shall lose
his life for My sake shall find it." He said, ..Long and earnestly do I
plead that you have regard to something higher than the mere bodily
life; that you should not yield yourselves to ihe animal instinct of self-
preservation..... I know that there be some among you who even now
stand, as it were, with your loins girt, prepared foran immediate flight

The Gospel Magazine
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from this afflicted place. But whither, O ye fearful ones, do
ye propose to flee to? Ye will go forth of this place lepers and
outcasts, and all men will know that ye fly from the hand of the Lord.
What seeds of misery and disease will ye scatter on your
way! What curses will follow you from hill and dale!" Then
Mr. Stanley proceeded to explain the scheme which he and Mr.
Mompesson had devised, and that all the population should pledge
themselves by a solemn vow not to pass a certain line to be drawn
around the village until such time as The Plague ceased. Certain spots
were marked out where such things they had need of could be left by
those charged to deliver them and they would send trusty messengers
at a later time to fetch them. Today one can visit "Mompesson's

Well" where this arrangement was quickly put into being. The money
was dropped into the well into which vinegar had been injected to save
contagion. We found the well situated between Eyam and Hathersage,
which consisted of a trough hewn out of stone - it was a moving
sight! Actually Plague Stones can be found in many parts of the
country. About this time Mr. Mompesson's children were removed
into Yorkshire, much against their parents' will - a terrible wrench
for their mother. Mr. Mompesson and she continued together for a
while when Mrs. Mompesson herself fell victim to the plague and was
called to go to be with her Lord. She was a woman of gracious gravity
and humility, and Mr. Mompesson in one of his letters said that as she
was dying she showed much contrition for the errors of her past life
and often cried out, "One drop of my Saviour's blood to save my
soul." She said she was "looking when the good hour should come."
Later on William Mompesson himself, although he had continued
with his people during the whole of this sad time when 259 persons of
ripe age and 58 children were cut off with the disease, he himself was
not infected but went to Yorkshire in search of renewed health, but on
his return to Eyam grew worse and passed away.

We visited the Church, an imposing edifice to the student of
architecture. The Jacobean Pulpit has survived various restorations. It
was occupied by both Thos. Stanley and William Mompesson. In the
chancel can be seen Mompesson's Chair made of oak, and in the west
end of the north aisle we saw the alleged Plague Chest which is
supposed to have contained the infected material from London. An
outstanding feature of the Church is the Frescoes representing
symbols of the twelve tribes of Israel with quotations from Jacob's
blessing. Coming out into the Churchyard is Mrs. Mompesson's tomb
just beyond the Saxon Cross. Only one other plague gravestone has
survived in the Churchyard and is against the east wall of the south
aisle to the memory of one of the early victims, Abell Rowland.
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Above the chancel Door as we came out we saw the Sun Dial which
had recently been cleaned. It is rather special with the inscription of
the Latin maxim, "Induce animim sapientum" - .,To excite i wise or
enquiring mind" and another inscription ,,Ut umbra sic vita" _ ..{g
a shadow so is life."

Just over the east wall of the churchyard is the rectory which in
1960 was greatly modernized.

Leaving the Churchyard by the path by the War Memorial we
noticed a cottage with a large bay window. This was the reputed home
of the wragg Family, members of which were among the early victims
of the Plague. Bagshawe House was where death siopped tfie bridal
preparations of Emmot Siddal. The middle cottage [nown as The
Plague cottage was the home of the first victim. what a sense of
solemn awe filled one as one viewed this house where George vicars,
the Tailor, was the first victim. At this little house a chest had been
deposited from London containing a bale of merchandise. vicars was
suddenly taken ill while unpacking the goods; some of the things had
become very damp and smelt disagreeably and Mrs. Coopeilwittr
yh9* Vicars lodged) recommended that they should be hung out to
air before the fire, and within a few days he himself had succumbed to
the disease.

Nearby also are the village stocks which were restored in l95l. The
beautiful valley of The Delph nearby was where the two Rectors
continued their ministry in the open air after deeming it wise to leave
the church because of the spread of the contagion. It is a haunt of
peace and loveliness. Following this about half a mile up the hill from
the valley we visited The Riley Graves. In his ,,Call of England" H. V.
Morton wrote of The Riley Graves, ,,I think the most touihing plague
relic in Eyam is a little cluster of graves in a field some distanie from
the village. They are protected from wandering cattle by a low stone
wall, They are lonely, with the wind blowing over them, the green
moss eating into them, and about them still an air of hastJ and
disaster." During the calamitous month of August the farm near that
of the Talbots of the Riley Forge was visited by The plague. Only
three days after the extinction of the Talbot family both lohn and
Elizabeth Hancock died and were buried a short distanoe from their
home. Four days later the father and his two sons were each stricken
and buried. Two days elapsed and the body of Alice was laid to rest in
the private cemetery and upon the following day the sorrowing mother
excavated a grave for her remaining daughter Ann. who can imagine
the anguish of this woman as she thus sorrowfully tended her dJad!
Unable to endure the loneliness of her plague-ravished home she fled

I
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from the district to spend her remaining days with her son at
Sheffield.

Mr. Wm. Mompesson writing in a letter to a friend said, "Our town
has become a Golgotha - the place of a Skull - and had there not
been a small remnant left, we had been as Sodom and like unto
Gomorrah. My ears never heard such doleful lamentations, my home
never smelled such horrid smells, and my eyes never beheld such
ghastly spectacles. There have been 76 families visited within my
parish, out of which 259 persons died."

This visit to Eyam has engraved itself upon our memory and made
us ask the question, "How should we have stood?" There is only one
answer:

"On Christ the solid Rock I stand
All other ground is sinking sand."

Eyam is well worth a visit to bring these solemn realities home.
"Plagues and deaths around me fly,

-, Till He bid I cannot die,:
Not a single shaft can hit
Till the God of love sees fit."

"The Lord is our Power, The Lord will provide,
When life sinks opace, and death is in view,
This word of His Grace shall comfort us thro'
No feoring or doubting with Christ on our side,
We hope to die shouting "The Lord Wiil Provide."

John Newton

Have ye understood all these things? Matthew 13:51

Personal application has been called the soul of preaching. Truth
revealed without application is like a letter posted without a direction.
It may be well written, rightly dated, and duly signed; but it is useless,
because it never reaches its destination. Our Lord's inquiry is an
admirable example of real heart-searching application: "Have ye
understood?" And if we have understood something from His Word
today, will we now obey?

J. C. Ryle
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"A Worthy Fellow and
a good

HAROLD J. W. LEGERTON

Near the pleasant town of Heathfield and on the road from there ro
Battle in East Sussex is the hamlet of Punnetts Town. There, in a
prominent position is an Independent Chapel, in the graveyard of
which stands the martyrs' memorial, a piain obelisk commemorating
the local martyrs, Richard Woodman, George Stevens, Margery
Morris and James Morris "who", the inscription tells us, ,.with six
others were burnt to death at Lewes (by the Roman Catholics), June
22nd, 1557". Standing by the memorial a splendid view is obtained of
the territory in which these noble defenders of the Truth lived and
worked.

In this article, however, our concern is not with these dear servants
of Christ but with another of God's children who also laboured in this
area in a later age. Having enjoyed the beauty of the prospect from the
front of the chapel, we turn and enter the building where we discover,
on the east wall, a memorial tablet to one George Gilbert and it is of
him that we now write.

Born on April 23rd, l74l at Rotherfield, he had a poor start in life.
His father, a carpenter in the army, died when George was only four
years of age. His mother and her five children suffered extreme
poverty; she taught him to read and that was the only education he
received. He started work at eight as an errand boy and, at eleven, for
four years worked for a farmer. An uncle taught him carpentry but,
being discontent with a quiet life, he enlisted in the army at eighteen.
By God's providence - as will be seen later - he was drafted to
General Elliott's Regiment of Light Horse. General Elliott (later Lord
Heathfield) was the hero of the siege of Gibraltar.

The Regiment was posted to Germany in 1760 when Britain was at
war with France. Of this time Gilbert wrote later: ,.exposed to
temptation on every side, I drank in iniquity and lived in the practice
of those vices which are too common in the army." Soon the regiment
had orders to intercept a French reinforcement some six miles distant.
By forced marches they reached the enemy, engaging them in a
pitched battle and destroyed or captured the force of five thousand
men. Gilbert distinguished himself in this conflict, seizing one of the
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enemy standards, which brought him to the special attention of the
General. He took part in a number of battles, had his horse shot under
him, suffered hardship in terrible winter weather, and was afflicted
with fever and small-pox. He later testified: "The Lord preserved my
life, often snatching me from the very jaws of death...yet so dead and
stupid was I that neither the sufferings which I endured, nor the
dangers to which I was exposed could awake my sleeping conscience.
The Spirit of God alone can quicken a sinner dead in trespasses and
s in t t .

The war being ended, the regiment returned to England in 1763 and
the next year was posted to Shrewsbury, where the Lord again ordered
the poor man's steps. There he fell in love with the daughter of a local
tradesman, a Mr. Thomas Wright, who, not surprisingly, objected to
this alliance with such a rough soldier. Nevertheless the marriage
ultimately took place and proved to be a means of blessing. While at
Shrewsbury there was an outbreak of persecution of the Methodists
and George joined in what he then regarded as a "sport", mimicking
the preachers, but later, feeling ashamed, he began to support them,
yet without any religious conviction. The regiment returned to
London in 1765 and then was sent to Derby where he experienced
much agony of soul and fear of judgment to come. He and his wife
knelt and prayed for grace, not knowing what they did. At this point
he was ordered with his regiment to Nottingham to deal with rioting,
in the course of which, being hit with a heavy club by a rioter, he
struck with his sword and almost killed the man. He now returned to
his evil ways of drunkenness, after which a further period of deep
contrition ensued and he resolved to live a better and religious life,
being a professor but still a stranger to grace. He joined a group of
Christians who spoke of the receiving of the Holy Spirit, a matter
which he could not understand, but, on praying the Lord to open the
eyes of his understanding, his prayer was answered and the Holy Spirit
enabled him to recognise the Lord Jesus as his Saviour who had died
for him. He said later of this experience: "Here, therefore, I will erect
my Ebenezer, for hitherto hath the Lord helped me".

On their return to Kensington barracks, his wife was delivered of
their first child. Here too devotional meetings were held with other
soldiers and these proved a means of blessing to several men.

PART 2

A new phase in Gilbert's life began in 1767 when, hearing that
General Elliott had purchased with his Havana prize-money the estate
of Bailey park at Heathfield, he applied to the General for
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employment as a carpenter on the estate. He was anxious to return to
his native district and his request was granted. As he said later: "Little
did I think, when I first came to Heathfield, that the Lord had chosen
this earthen vessel of mine to put therein His heavenly treasure and so
prepare me for the work of the ministry". In his new sphere he
manifested such diligent and efficient service that the General
promoted him to be foreman over the other workmen.

From contemporary accounts we understand that at that time
Heathfield and the surrounding district was in a state of godlessness
and moral depravity with scarcely any testimony for the Lord and His
grace; neither were there schools for the education of the children.
The Sabbath was profaned and spiritual darkness prevailed. It was
undoubtedly the sovereign work of God to send His servant George
Gilbert into that situation and he was not long in accepting the
challenge. He began with the contacts with local people made in his
daily life. He warned them of the wages of sin and spoke of the
salvation which is in Christ Jesus. A few heeded his words but
generally there was bitter opposition. It is said that "the whole
neighbourhood was in an uproar". The antagonists sought ways in
which to have Gilbert expelled from the district and thought their
opportunity had come when General Elliott invited the local
freeholders to his mansion on a special occasion. The enemy
appointed a spokesman, who at this reception delivered a speech
deploring the disturbance of the peace of the parish by this "new
religion" promulgated by Gilbert and pleaded with the General to
discharge him and send him away. The General's response was to rise
saying: "Gilbert is a worthy fellow and a good soldier", and leave the
assembly. Thus the opponents were frustrated and the cause of Truth
sustained an increase.

A number of concerned people began to meet at Cilbert's house for
instruction in righteousness, and, the more persecution raged, the
more people came to hear the Word. A work of grace was wrought in
some who came to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. The numbers
increased to such a degree that it became necessary to acquire a barn in
which services were held until, numbers still increasing, meetings were
conducted in a field. Opposition continued and Gilbert's name was
defamed, but God overcame falsehood and brought some of the
opponents into the Truth. Eventually it was clear that a more
permanent and suitable place of meeting must be provided, and so by
a united endeavour a chapel was built and opened at the end of 1769.
Gilbert made a pulpit with his own hands and then preached the Word
from it. The enemy again tried to wreck the work by means of the
builder employed to construct the chapel, who did his utmost so to
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build it that it would soon collapse. His evil intention was prevented
and that very man was soon after brought to faith in Christ and
became one of the most active members of the church.

All this time Gilbert was still officially in the army and he prayed
that he might be discharged so as to be able to continue with his work
for God, Who answered his prayer in a remarkable way. He was
working one day on the estate when the General's wife went to him
and told him that she wondered whether he would like her to suggest
to the General that he be discharged from the army. At first the
General was unwilling as war seemed again imminent, but, when that
did not transpire, he consented. Gilbert had now greater freedom for
his evangelistic work and he began to preach in surrounding districts
such as Rotherfield, Crowborough, Battle, Ticehurst, etc., mainly in
fields and open spaces. There was much opposition particularly at
Crowborough where rewards were offered to any who would do him
personal injury. One of the main persecutors was suddenly struck
down with illness and died, which put an end to that trouble. At Battle
he was showered with rotten eggs and filth, but, like the valiant soldier
he was, that did not deter him and a chapel was built as a result of his
ministry. At Bexhill, after being abused and covered with filth, he
scarcely escaped with his life from the fury of the mob. Nevertheless,
many are the accounts of remarkable conversions despite the
opposition.

At Heathfield it became urgently necessary to construct a larger
chapel. The pecuniary resources of the local people were insufficent
and so Gilbert travelled to London, where he was invited to preach
from the pulpit formerly occupied by George Whitefield at the
Tabernacle. Funds were raised, the local friends gave money and
labour, farmers loaned the means of cartage and soon the new chapel
was built and remains to this day.

Gilbert had continued to follow his trade and often, after a hard
day's work, walked long distances to preach; eventually the ministry
increased to such an extent that, the congregation having built a house
for his residence and provided a small income, he gave up his trade,
which meant a hard struggle for him and his devoted wife to maintain
their ten children. By the utmost economy and the cultivation of a
small plot of land they proved the faithfulness of God. The work
became more and more extensive, reaching out to Horsham,
Alfriston, Effingham and many other places, the congregations
amounting to hundreds and places of worship being opened. Those
who have visited the picturesque village of Alfriston will have seen the
market cross where Gilbert began his preaching in that place which led
to a settled centre of worship.
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We have seen that Gilbert's education had been negligible but he
had been taught of the Lord, his favourite authors being Flavel,
Bunyan, Watts, Romaine and Whitefield. He opened a surgery where
he treated minor injuries and illnesses, thus showing practical
Christian concern. His ministry spread over an ever widening area,
preaching twice at Heathfield on Lord's Day and once a month in no
fewer than sixteen other villages. As an ex-soldier, he was heard with
acceptance at the Army Camp at Bletchington near Oxford. We learn
something of his extensive labours in his own words: ,,As long as my
health permitted, I continued to itinerate until I had preacfied thl
Gospel in forty different parishes; in several the foundation of
Christian churches was laid.... Not unto me but unto the Most High
be all the praise."

Failing memory at the age of 67 necessitated a greatly restricted
ministry to the deep regret of his many friends, but physically he
remained healthy and strong, rising early and walking two miles every
day before breakfast and this until he reached his eightieth year. In
this period he occupied himself in prayer, in meditation upon the
Scriptures and personal ministry among his flock. Much sorrow beset
his declining years, five of his children dying within five years; he
suffered a heavy financial loss as a result of generous help to one in
need. Finally, after a short illness, he was called to his Master in 1827
in the 86th year of his age, and he was buried in his chapel at
Heathfield, no less than six pastors acting as bearers at the funeral.

General Elliott had described him as "a worthy man and a good
soldier". How true and yet how inadequate! Once a man of evil
manners, profligate, drunken, but by the Grace of God a brand
plucked from the burning, made "worthy" by the blood of the Lamb,
and transformed into a "good soldier" of Jesus Christ Who used him
to wrestle, not against flesh and blood, but against principalities,
against powers, against the rulers of this world, against spiritual
wickedness in high places.

In his day he was known as "The Apostle of Sussex", but today is
almost forgotten; it is hoped that this short account will have helped
to revive the memory of so remarkable an example of the Sovereign
Grace of God and "the effectual working of His power".

I
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"There is a green hill
far awaytt

This lovely hymn was written by cecil Frances Alexander, a notable
hymn-writer of the last century. She was born in 1g23, the second
daughter of Major John Humphreys, and lived in her younger days at
Milltown House, Co. Tyrone. She began to write poetry at the very
early age of nine years, choosing tragic subjects like the Death of
Nelson and the Massacre of Glencoe. She continued to write for the
rest of her life, and in all wrote some four hundred hymns and
poems.

Many of her hymns were written originally for her Sunday School
class, and in particular to illustrate the great truths of the Creed. Her
first slender book was published 1846 entitled ,,Verses for holy
seasons". Two years later her "Hymns for Little Children,' which
reached its 69th edition by the year following her death. Julian's great
work on hymnology says that her hymns ,.are charmingly simple and
tender, clear in dogma and of poetic beauty. .. they remain unequalled
and unapproachable".

In 1853 she married William Alexander, rector of Termonamongan,
Co. Tyrone, "a parish in a wild area, scattered over bogs and
mountains". She threw herself into the work, visiting the sick and
poor often at personal inconvenience. After ministering in two other
parishes her husband was elected Bishop of Derry and Raphoe in
1867. As the bishop's wife she had new duties thrust upon her, but
predominantly her life was one of humble service. In Londonderry she
paid regular visits to humble homes in the back streets of the city and
took a keen interest in a home for fallen women.

When she died in 1895 the funeral was attended by multitudes
representative of many denominations. .,She was laid in her grave
amidst the tears of a great community." Sad to say, she did not live to
see her husband become Archbishop of Armagh (1896).

Memorial Window
In Londonderry Cathedral there are some beautiful windows,

illustrating themes from her hymns, which were placed there in her
memory. At the unveiling Bishop H. H. Montgomery said of her
hymns, "they are sung not only in these islands but far away in
tropical climes... the lump comes in many a throat when they sing the

T
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words written by Mrs. Alexander. I can testify to this from my
experience".

One of the most famous of all her hymns is "There is a green hill far
away" . The hymn came to her as she sat by the bedside of a very sick
child. It illustrates the phrase from the Creed, "suffered under
Pontius Pilate". It is generally considered to be the best hymn on the
subject for children. There are however many testimonies as to how it
has also helped adults to a personal understanding of the cross of
Christ. The composer Gounod thought it the most beautiful hymn in
the English language; its greatest beauty being its simplicity.

The teaching of the hymn
On Good Friday the malice of Satan and the wickedness of men

reached its climax. Judas had betrayed Christ, disciples had forsaken
Him, and Pilate delivered Him up to be crucified. He was mocked,
scourged and bruised'- "His visage was so marred more than any
mant t .

"There is a green hilt far away, outside a city wall" v.I
The soldiers led the Saviour away from the city - the city

appointed by God to be the centre of divine worship. They led Him
away outside the gate; where the sin offering was burnt "without the
camp"; where the leper wandered in his uncleanness and misery.
"Without the gate" spoke of sin and desolation and the need of
atonement. The Epistle to the Hebrews says "Jesus also, that He
might sanctify the people with His own blood, suffered without the
gatett.

Outside the city gate notorious criminals were put to death. Christ
was crucified in a place associated with sin. Truly, "He was numbered
with the transgressors". Those who crucified Him little thought that
Calvary would become for many the most precious spot on earth.

"71/e may not know we cannot tell, what pains He had to bear" v,2
Crucifixion was the Roman method of execution. Its purpose was to

inflict the greatest amount of pain and to prolong it as much as
possible. No other form of capital punishment was so terrible, none
other so dreaded or degrading.

They hung the Saviour between two malefactors as though He were
the chief of evil-doers - a studied insult. He was there in awful agony
of body and distress of mind. Despised by the Jews, rejected by the
Gentiles, forsaken by God as well as by man. He could say "all Thy
waves and billows have gone over me".
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"He died that we might be forgiven..." v.3
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The Bible has a great deal to say on the subject of sacrifice. By the
sacrifice of the Passover lamb the Israelites were saved. The greatest
sacrifice of all was offered when God gave His Son for our
redemption. By that sacrifice we are saved. We cannot tell or measure
the blessings which come to us through the one offering of Christ on
the cross. Forgiveness and salvation come to men in no other way.

"There was no other good enough to pay the price of sin', v.4
There was no-one else who could undertake the work of salvation,

for, as Paul says, "there is none righteous, no not one". peter says
that we are redeemed "by the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb
without blemish and without spot".

The Lord Jesus came into the world, took our nature upon Him,
and in that nature suffered and died. The outcome of this was that He
opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers.

"Oh dearly, dearly has He loved, and we must love Him too,, v.S
How great is the love of Christ to redeem His people at such a cost

to Himself. Consider what was involved. The head that was crowned
with glory and honour was crowned with thorns. The ears that
received the praises of angels were forced to hear the insults and
reproaches of men. The hands that ministered to the sick and dying
bled from cruel wounds. The feet that went about doing good were
nailed to the cross. What wonderful love to endure all this for us. It
was love of the highest order; self-sacrificing love. We only love Him,
as the Apostle John says, because He first loved us.

We are to "trust in His redeeming blood, and try His works to do".
We are to show our thankfulness, not only with our lips, but in our
lives, by giving ourselves to His service. We should seek daily to walk
in the blessed steps of His most holy life.

M. H.

t
"There ore not infidels in hell. There, all.believe
while they tremble without a hope".

without o doubt,

John Newton
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BOOK REVIEWS

Spurgeon, A New Biography. Arnold Dallimore. The Banner of
Truth Trust. Pp 252. f,4.95.

Dr Dallimore, who gave us the fine two-volume biography of
George Whitefield, has now given us this popular introduction to
C. H. Spurgeon. Dr Dallimore's mother as a girl, Mabel Buckingham,
was frequently taken to hear Spurgeon in the Tabernacle. This link
perhaps inspired the author to write an intimate picture of the great
preacher, his work and family. Here is sketched the preparation of the
young Spurgeon, his conversion, and early witness. Soon after his
conversion he wrote "I have 70 people whom I regularly visit on
Saturday. I do not give a tract and go away, But I sit down and
endeavour to draw their attention to spiritual realities. I trust the Lord
is working among my tract people." Throughout his life he was
thorough in all his service for God.

After his earlier preparation came the long years of his great work
in London, the building of the Tabernacle, and the establishment of
its many adjuncts, the College for preachers, the almshouses, the
orphanage, the Sword and Trowel, the Book Fund, the literary work
extending throughout the country the influence of his Lectures,
Sermons, and other books. Interwoven is the intimate story of his
family life. In spite of his criticism of the evangelical clergy in other
denominations, his spiritual experience was very close to theirs. This is
seen in the heart warming description of his Week of Prayer for the
work. "By God's grace to arouse the slumbering, whether saints or
sinners"... "At seven we shall hold a prayer meeting"... "The

Deacons and elders invite the unconverted to meet them.'. that they
may uplift the Lord Jesus Christ before them.", "Let us talk to you of
the things which make for your peace."... "Tea for the Tract
distributors, Evangelists, Missionaries, Bible Women, and other
workers."... "Prayer meetings at the various homes of the
members."... "We pant for a great blessing on these household
assemblies."

To-day, as throughout the past century, the example of Spurgeon
will be an inspiration to many young people who desire to serve the
Lord. Revive Thy work O Lord. This beautifully produced volume

.will be a worthy introduction to the larger two volume autobiography
published by the Trust.

w.J .P .

--


