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The Gospel Magazine

Editorial
w-" 91n all sympathise with the Apostle paul when he says "I have been

much hindered" (Romans 15:.22) Hindrances are a common everyday
occurence. The inspired apostle was granted no exemption from such things.
It is however instructive to note how paul reactedio his hindrances. He
did not munnur at them, he realised that his set backs could make for
progress, he could see God's hand in them.

The Bible has not a little to say on the sublect of hindrances. Here is
another illustration that the Scriptures are for daily life and that they are
sublimely practical.

satan can hinder us. Paul tells the believers at Thessalonica that he
pgrposea to come and visit them on more than one occasion ..but Satan
hindered u\" G. Thess. 2:18) Beyond all question there is a supernatural
hinderer. Satan has a thousand ways ofhindering us, he is ceasleisly active
in the execution of his plans. It is well not to be ignorant of his devices.

It is all too'possible for our devotional life to be hindered. (see I peter:
3:7). Perhaps there is no sphere in which we are more hindered than here.
we need to be beware of the barrenness of a busy life. our prayers can
be hindered by our being too busy.

"What various hindrances we meet.
In coming to the Mercy Seat,
Yet who, that knows the worth of prayer,
But wishes to be often there?" (William Cowper)

The Apostle Paul asked the Galatian christians a very straight question"ye did run well: who did hinder you?". It is usually people-who hinder
us in our obedience to Gospel truth. It could be some preicher, some writer,
some companion. Don't let anyone hinder you spiritually, We should be
continually pressing toward the mark of the high calling of God in christ
Jesus.

9'�1
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Balm in Gilead
A sermon by the Editor

"Is there no balm in Gilead; is there no physician there? Why then is not
the heahh of the daughter of my people recovered?" Jeremiah 8:22.

There is an old English Bible called the Treacle Bible and it has t}tat name
because in this verse where we have 'balm' it is rendered 'treacle'. 'Is there
no treacle in Gilead?' Well, Gilead was noted for its balm, for its healing
properties that were to be found there and it would be used as an ointment
to be put on infected and sore places.

Let us look then at this very lovely verse and let us look at it first of
all in its own setting because every jewel shines better in its own setting
and its own environment and briefly the situation was this that the times
were out ofjoint; there was political insecurity; there was social unrest and
the people had succumbed to idolatry. If you read the book you will find
that they baked cakes to the queen of heaven and they worshipped stones
and sticks and devices of their own making. What was the reason for this?
If you look back to verse 9 you get it, "They have rejected the word of
the Lord; and what wisdom is in them?" You will find that as soon as men
reject the Word of God they fall into error of one kind or the other. This
was specially so in the years and indeed the centuries before the great
Reformation - the Word of God had been forgotten. It had been displaced;
it had been put altogether out of sight and because of this, gross darkness
covered the people. There was nothing but superstition and superstition of
the first order. Here it was away back in the days of Jeremiah, "They have
rejected the Word of God." And then notice verse 12, as a consequence
of this, "Were they ashamed when they had committed abomination? Nay,
they were not at all ashamed, neither could they blush. " This was the extent
to which the depravity had gripped them. They were unashamed; they could
not blush. Well, how apposite this is to our own day! Unrest and
disillusionment abound at all levels. Violence is on the increase as it was
in Jeremiah's day. Murder today goes inadequately punished and there is
no sense of shame. You remember those verses at the beginning of Isaiah,
"The whole head is sick, and the whole heart faint. From the sole of the
foot even unto the head there is no soundness in it, but wounds and bruises
and putreffing sores; they have not been closed, neither bound up, neither
mollified with ointment." Isaiah l:6. That was the condition in Isaiah's
time and again in Jeremiah's day. The false prophets of course were there;
they are never far away, are they, in such a situation? They were there
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with their own remedy, but their remedy was merely to skin over the
ulcerous places, but underneath the contagion festered unseen. It was an
inadequate remedy.

So Jeremiah asks three questions in our text. "Is there no balm in Gilead?
Is there no physician there? why then is not the health of the daughter of
my people recovered?" Three questions. The barm was needed 6".uur"
the peo.ple were desperately. sick- The physician was needed but, alas, they
put it all on one side, and although our iexl was primarily addressed to israel
in days .when they were in a state of spirituai decrine they have u *i0",
application; they are applicable to us ioday. This is the wonder of the
Scriptures. Although they were written all ihose centuries ago, they are
still relevant.,They speak to conditions that prevail here and now.

So, notice first of all THE DISEASE THAT MARS.
- The prophet asks "Is there no balm in Gilead?" and the reason behind

this question was the disease that mars. we have seen a little of the situatron
that prevailed in Israel in those days and sin is a universal condition. ..All
have sinned and come short of the glory of God; there is none righteous,
no not one. " sin is a deadly plague; its destructive power worlis in the
hearts of all men. So Jeremiah (17:9) says "The heait is deceitful above
all things, and desperately wicked: who cin know it? I the Lord search the
heart, I try the reins, even 1o- give to every man according to his ways,
and according to the fruit of his doines."

Now in Jeremiah's day the-false propietr minimised the evil of sin. They
healed the wound superficially saying, as they did in Jer. 6:14 ..sayrng
peace, peace: when there is no peace. " "They have healed the hurt of the
daughter of the people slightly. " The people, you see, were out of touch
with God; they were living in disobedienceio Him and because of this there
was the disease that mars. It is all too possible even for religious people
to be out of touch with reality, to be out of touch with God.

cast your mind back to the New Testament and there was the pharisee

9f y19", our Lord spoke. He srood up in the temple and prayed and all
he did really_was to praise.his own goodness. He naa noi ttut spiritual
awareness of his spiritual sickness. Turn to the last Book of the Iiible to
the Letter to the church of the Laodiceans and that church looked upon
itself as having no need of a physician. How smug and self-satisfied were
the members of that church. "we are in need of nothing" they said. But
the resurrected Lord took them severely to task and said,;.you ure in need
of everything; you do not know that you are poor and blind and miserable
and wretched". He said "I counsel thee to buy of Me gold tried in the fire. "
They were spiritually blind; they were not aware of ihe disease that mars,
and was it any wonder that Christ bluntly exposed its members?

Now sin is like a drug. It causes us to think favourably of ourserves.
lt blinds us to our true condition, and when we are in this itate we do not
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know that we are in need of a physician. What was it our Lord said, "They

that are whole need not a physician but they that are sick" and of course
everybody is in need of a physician and He Himself was the Good Physician,
but those who have no awareness of the plague of their own heart surely
they are in a very dangerous state spiritually. There is hope for those who
know themselves to be sick, for then they may seek healing from the right
Source, healing through Christ. The disease that mars. "Is there no balm
in Gilead?"

Notice the second thought, "THE PHYSICIAN WHO HEALS. "Is

there no physician there?" And the Physician ofthe soul, ofcourse, is our
Lord Himself. Do you remember that lovely Old Testament title of God?
Jehovah Rophi, "I, the Lord that healeth Thee."

Is there no physician there? was the question Jeremiah asked and the lnrd
alone is able to provide a balm, the healing virtue of which never fails.
And isn't this wonderful that whatever destructive inroads sin has made
into our lives and in our hearts He can restore us to full health. This is
the wonder of the grace of God. In a slightly different connection we read
"I will restore unto you the years that the locusts have eaten. " He is able
to make all things new. Why? Because He came with this express purpose
of binding up the broken-hearted. He came with healing in His wings, and
no case is too far gone for Him to heal. We sometimes hear of people who
have waited too long before they have sought medical advice and they have
been referred to a Specialist and the Specialist says, ''If only you had come
to me earlier, I could have done something for you" and it is very sad when
this is the case. That does not apply to Christ because for unfailing skill
and unwearied patience and for long experience of men's spiritual ailments
the great Physician stands entirely alone. There is none like Him. "Is there
no Physician there?' ' asks Jeremiah. So what do we ourselves know of this
special office of Christ as the Physician of the soul? Have you ever felt
your own spiritual sickness and have you cried to Him for relief? Because
Christ is the very Physician we all need.

Now the Gospels are full of His power and grace. You recall the woman
who we read had suffered many things of many physicians. She spent all
she had. She sought medical advice from one quack or another but only
with this result that she grew worse, and her bank balance had entirely
disappeared. But there came a day when she came in touch with Christ and
she said within herself, "If I may but touch the hem of His garment I shall
be whole" and so she came in an act of faith and she touched Him and
her terrible disease was gone and she was made well. Healing power flowed
from the great Physician. This is but one of many illustrations we could
bring forward where people derived healing from Christ. What was true
then in a physical sense is true in a spiritual sense, and so we have that
lovely hymn,
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$i*::4Fr:i+i;,r: 
"But touch the hem of His garment

And thou too shalt be free
His saving power this very hour

Shall give new life to thee."
Notice thirdly THE BALM WHICH SOOTHES. ..Is there no balm in

Gilead?" Gilead's balm was derived from a special tree. Only one tree gave
this special healing property. It is wonderful when you think of it that healing
comes to us from a Tree, a special Tree and this is how peter puts it speaking
of Christ "Who His own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree.';
The cross, that is where the healing comes and peter goes on in that same
verse, "By whose stripes ye are healed." The healing ofthe cross. There
is only one remedy for sin and its cure, the cross of Christ.

"Be of sin the double cure
Cleanse me from its guilt and power."

says Augustus Toplady.
Now there was nothing particularly attractive, we understand, concerning

this tree in Gilead that had these healing properties. It had no special
grandeur or beauty about it, and so it is with Christ. You remember how
Isaiah 53 begins, "Who hath believed our report, and to whom hath the
arm of the Lord been revealed? For He shall grow up before Him as a tender
plant, and as a root out ofa dry ground: He hath no form nor comeliness:
and when we shall see Him, there is no beauty that we should desire Him,"
and yet He has a beauty all His own, and from Him comes this healing.
There is nothing particularly attractive about Gilead's tree, but it was
so needed. Now, in order to obtain the healing essence this tree in Gilead
had to be wounded, perhaps had to be bled would be a better word. Now
then what about the spiritual Tree? In order to bring forth salvation Christ
had to be wounded. "He was wounded for our transgressions. He had to
be bruised for our iniquities. " He had to become obedient unto death, even
the death of the cross. He had to pour out His blood, to make His soul
an offering for sin and it is because Christ has died that we are given access
to the blessings of redemption, that we are given access, if you like, to
the tree of life. Wonderful! There is balm in Gilead.

Cast your mind back to the Old Testament incident when there were those
dying in the camp oflsrael because they had been stung by the fiery serpents
that were found in the wilderness, how did they derive healing? By looking
at the brazen serpent that Moses put on the pole, and so John takes up that
same thought in his third chapter, "That as Moses lifted up the serpent
in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up; That whosoever
believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life." John 3:14-15.
There is the healing Tree displayed.

God's Word also brings healing to the afflicted soul. Do you remember
that lovely verse in the Psalm, "He sent His Word and healed them." And

l 0 l
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it was by His word that many were healed during His earthly ministry. He
applied the healing balm.

Another thought about Gilead's balm is this that it was not remote from
the people of Israel. It was available. It was close at hand. It was within
reach of all who sought the healing of their hurt. They did not have to go
a long distance - it was near at hand. And so it is with Christ and His
salvation. It is close at hand. What about Paul's great word in Romans 10.
"The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the
word of faith, which we preach. That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth
the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised Him
from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto
righteousness: and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation."
vs.9-10.

There is yet one other thought that needs to be mentioned, that Gilead's
balm had not just to be admired, it had to be applied. To receive the benefits
of the balm the tree had to be bled or wounded, whichever phrase you like,
and it had to be applied to the wound. It was no good once the balm was
got and put in a jar - it was a stage nearer - but something more had
to be done - it had to be applied to the actual wound, and so it is with
the salvation that is in Christ. We may admire it and it is worthy of our
admiration but something more is needed, not only admiration, but
application. It has got to be applied to us by the Spirit. Put it this way,
Christ must be personally trusted and then He becomes ours. So I ask, Is
your trust in the great Physician? The disease which mars; the Physician
Who heals; the Balm which soothes.

Will you notice lastly the question which is posed for the verse ends like
this, "Why then is not the health of the daughter of my people recovered?"
This was the question the prophet asked, if this plague was so deadly
and ifboth the Physician and the balm were accessible and available and
the medicine more than adequate why then was there not healing? And the
answer to that is this, that they had refused the cure. They did not want
it. They put it on one side. They thought they would think about it but never
got any nearer. But I think there is more to it than that. They were quite
content with the status quo. This is what the prophet had to say a little earlier
on in the Book. "A wonderful and horrible thing is committed in the land,
the priests bear rule and Thy people love to have it so." That is the phrase,
"My people love to have it so." They did not want the healing. They did
not want the Balm. They did not want the offices of the Good Physician,
so Jeremiah says, "This is the reason why the health of the daughter of
my people is not recovered." And there was a day when our Lord had to
say concerning the people to whom He ministered "Ye will not come unto
Me." They did not want it. What about conditions today? So many are
unaware of their plight spiritually and others are in the hands of false
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physicians. This is an age of Quacks and Cults, and so many people are
ready to resort to them as the answer to their problems. Millions are prepared
to put their whole being in the hand of such people with such drastic
consequences.

Listen, there is one God and one Mediator between God and man, the
Man Christ Jesus Who gave Himself a Ransom for all. Listen again to the
Apostle Peter preaching earlier on in the history of the christian church,"Neither is there salvation in any other for there is none other Name given
under heaven among men whereby we must be saved." There are others
who play fast and loose with time and privileges. They are rather like the
rich fool in the Gospel story, they reckon on having many years still allotted
to them. They think of a bright future before them and they put off the
day of grace. The devil is all to ready to whisper, "Well, not today, some
other time, at a more convenient season I will think about it" and the
Physician and the healing balm are never availed of.

Oh may Christ the great Physician be precious to us all and may the balm
of His grace be applied to us by His Spirit. There is an old hymn which
begins,

"salvation, oh the joyful sound
What music to our ears
A sovereign balm for every wound
A cordial for our fears"

and perhaps you remember the old Spiritual which begins,
"There is a balm in Gilead

To heal the sin sick soul
There is a balm in Gilead
To make the sinner whole."

Thank God there is a balm in Gilead. Take with you this lovely verse
and may we not only know the verse but know the experience of which
it speaks and thank God there is a balm in Gilead; there is a physician
adequate for all our need, and may it not be said of us, "Why then is not
the health of the daughter of my people recovered?" For His Name's sake,
Amen.
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For Yoiinger Readers
CARINE MAcKENZIE

FLOODS
The river which runs through our town, Inverness is a great attraction

to both local people and to visitors. Hundreds of photographs must be taken
of it every year by tourists. Fishermen stand for hours in the water trying
to hook a salmon.

Recently this tranquil beauty spot became a raging torrent. Heavy rain
and melting snow and ice made the river swell to colossal proportions. The
power of the water was incredible. Concrete benches, trees, fences were
washed away like twigs. The solid stone railway bridge which had stood
for over one hundred years could not stand up to the force of the torrent.
It was swept away.

Inverness is by the sea and affected by the tides. Flood warnings were
issued by the authorities. The abnormally high river water plus the high
spring tide could bring disaster to a large part of the town. Houses and
businesses down beside the river barricaded the doors with sand bags.
Soldiers and council workers worked hard to put sand bags all along the
parts where the river might burst its banks.

The thought of floods coming to part of the town was very alarming to
the people who lived there. Due to quick action and preparation the worst
damage was averted.

Remember when the earth was flooded in the time of Noah. Disaster
threatened. Noah and his family took notice of God's word and prepared
for the on-coming disaster. "By faith Noah, being warned of God of things
not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his
house. " Hebrews 11.7.

Those who would not listen to God's warning were destroyed in the flood.
Noah and his family were saved. God then promised never to destroy the
whole earth by flood. He put the rainbow in the sky as a token of this
promise. Whenever we see a rainbow we should remember God's
faithfulness to His word.

Jesus told a story about two men who each built a house. The wise man
built his house on a good firm rocky foundation but the foolish man built
his house on sand. The rain fell and the flood water rose up. The foundation
of the foolish man's house was undermined and it crashed to the ground.
The house with the firm foundation withstood the flood water.

Jesus used this story to illustrate the wise person who builds his life on
the firm foundation of God's word. He or she will persevere through troubles



The Gospel Magazine 105

and trials of life. The foolish person whose life is not basd'ori God's word.
will not stand up to troubles.

The trials and sorrows that Jesus Himself had to endure are compared
to floods ofwater. Psalm 69 which speaks ofJesus'sufferings ruy, iI u,n
come into deep water, where the floods overflow me. " Jesui sufiered the
full wrath of God the Father for the sin of his people. He suffered so that
they would not suffer. The floods went over Aim so that it could be said
of those who love Him,

"Surely, when floods of waters great do swell up to the brim,
They shall not overwhelm his soul, nor once come near to him."

Psalm 32.6. (Metrical Version)

QULZ

Fill in the missing words from the texts. If your answers are correct the
inital letters will spell out something mentioned in the story.
l. And the _ _ descended and the floods came.....

(Matthew 7.25.)
Thou carriest them _ _ as with a flood.... (psalm 90.5.)
And behold do bring a flood of waters u.pon the earth....
(Genesis 6.17.)

2 .
3 .

4. And _ was six hundred years old when the flood of
waters was upon the earth. (Genesis 7.6.)

5. For - _ overfloweth all his banks all the time of harvest.
(Joshua 3.15.)

6. But with an _ _ flood he will make an utter end of the
place. . . . .  (Nahum 1.8. )

7. God saved Noah...a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood
upon the _ _ of the ungodly. (2 peter 2.5.)

II. Corinthians 8:9. "For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,,...
He did not become poor by ceasing to be what He was, but He became

poor by becoming what He was not. He became poor by addition, not by
subtraction. He added manhood to His immutable and eternal Godhood.
He added to His Person real human nature with all its sinless properties
and necessary infirmities. He was made in the likeness of men.

Prof. J. Murray
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"The Righteous Lord
Loveth Righteousness"

Studies in Elijah (ll)

W. J. McDOWELL

After the end of the terrible drought, Ahab, by God's grace. inflicted
two defeats on the Syrians (1 Kings 20). ln the more peaceful days that
followed, the king coveted a vineyard near his palace. It was the property
of Naboth the Jezreelite. Ahab offered him a better vineyard, or its worth
in money if he would let him have it. Naboth refused on the ground that
the property had been allocated by the Lord to his forefathers. Highly
offended at such an answer, Ahab returned home, sullen and angry. Jezebel
interfered, and using the king's name and seal, by means of slander and
perjury, brought about the murder of Naboth and his sons. As Ahab went
to take possession of his ill gotten gains he was confronted by Elijah, who
pronounced on him, and on Jezebel, the righteous retribution of God (1

Kings 2I).
SIN GROWS. Events in this history moved quickly to an ugly end. Naboth

and his sons were stoned to death (2 Kings 9:26) at the instigation of unjust
and cowardly magistrates, who were evidently afraid to oppose Jezebel.
The legal system, that should have protected these innocent people, murdered
them.

Ahab's covetousness begat anger, and anger begat slander, and slander
begat murder and robbery. The King's past caught up with him. He erred
greatly in marrying a woman as unscrupulous as Jezebel. Left to himself
Ahab might not have gone as far as to commit murder, but his wife hurried
him on, and he did not resist her. When the crime had been committed
he eagerly seized the coveted vineyard. "By this action", says A. W. Pink,
"he testified his approval ofall that had been done, and thus became sharer
of its guilt".

It all began with wrong thinking. Ahab possessed a kingdom, yet he is
not content unless he owns a certain vineyard. "O miserable Ahab", remarks
Bishop Hall, "that carest not for thine own possessions, while thou mayest
not be the lord of Naboth's vineyard". We often pay little attention to our
discontented longings, forgetting that they may soon prompt us to deeds.
To quote from John Ploughman's Talk: "We cannot be summoned before
an earthly court for thinking; but depend upon it we shall be tried for it
at the Last Assizes. Evil thoughts are the marrow of sin; the malt that sin
is brewed from; the tinder which catches the sparks of the devil's
temptations".
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THE WICKED SEEM To TRIUMPH. Naboth was evidenrry one of the

7,000, who had refused to bow the knee to Baal. He would not sell his
property to the king because it was the inheritance of his fathers. He had
in mind his God's law which said: "The land shall not be sold for ever:
f9r-1h9land is mine" (Lev.25:23), and "Every one of rhe children of Israel
shall keep himself ro the inheritance of the iribe of his fathers " (Numb.
36:7). lt would have been easier for Naboth to have sold or exchaneed his
property. He would not then have suffered from the king and queen's-wrath.
But he refused to take the easy way because he was gouerned by the law
of God, and was not longing for- mere earthly profit. He was ntt only a
hearer of God's word; he was also a doer oi ii.

There was no miraculous deliverance for Naboth and his family. The Lord
did not take them away to heaven by a whirlwind, or send fire upon the
slanderers and murderers. He was one of those of whom the woild was
not worthy. Bishop Hall puts the matter concisely: '''whatever is Ahab's
condition, Naboth changes a vineyard on earth, foi a kingdom in heaven. " ,
we often forget that the things which are seen are tempoial, but the things
which are not seen are eternal_. C_ H. Spurgeon prayed: ..Loia, Uy thy good
Spirit, keep me ever in mind of that greit day of duys, which wili riake
gternity bright with immeasurable bliss, or dari with unutterable woe! May
I l?ok alelery_thing in th9 blaze of right which surrounds rhy judgmenr-seat! "

RETRIBUTION. All seemed ro have gone well wiih 
-these 

sinful
monarchs- They had succeeded in their wickedness. Ahab had gotpossession
of the coveted vineyard. Jezebel had exercised her authoriti, and cut off
another family who did not worship Baal. No sign had .o*. fror heaven
to alarm them. The king took over Naboth's property, and was apparently
inspecting it, when he was suddenly confronted uy etiarr. ..Hast thou found
me' o mine enemy?" he said to the prophet. He knew that the man of God
and he were on opposite sides when it came to the observance of the holy
law of the true God. The presence of Elijah disturbed his complacency,
and activated his conscience, that "silent court ofjustice in his breast".

The prophet had been sent by God to warn the guitty t ing of the awful
consequences of his crimes. He declared: "Thus saith the Lord, in the place
where dogs licked the blood of Naboth shall dogs lick thy blood, even thine".
This threatening was fulfilled. In a little moie than three years Ahab was
mortally wounded, and bled to death in the very place where Naboth had
been murdered (2 Kings 9:26).

Elijah also announced the coming doom of Jezebel, some 17 years later.
what a violent and horrible death was hers! Thrown out of an upstairs
window, trampled by horses, her body was torn to pieces by Oogs
(2 Kings 9:33-37). "How horrible", some may say. yes, but remember
how unjust and brutal was the death of Naboth and his sons. "Thoueh hand
join in hand, the wicked shall not be unpunished,, (prov. Il:21i.
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This narrative does not end in complete darkneds. The *icked king gave
some outward signs of humbling himself before God, Who did not
immediately pour out all His judgments. The words of Dr W. M. Taylor
are worth quoting: "If God were so considerate of Ahab, the idolater, the
murderer, the thief, will He not regard thee, O thou tearful one! who art
bemoaning the number and aggravation of thy sins? Go to Him then....
Let thy repentance be no mere regret for sin, but a loving and immediate
acceptance of the Lord Jesus as the Saviour of thy soul and the Lord of
thy life".

Jottings from a
Pilgrim's Notebook

John 6:60-71
Professing disciples are separated from true disciples

They questioned the teaching ofJesus, and said it was hard and unbearable;
who can be expected to accept it? Jesus states clearly that only the Holy
Spirit can give them the spiritual life of new birth. The flesh or the natural
man cannot understand aright; nor can he gain this life by his own will
power or intelligence. The words Jesus utters are spiritual words and there
is life in them. This is why He had told them before that no man can of
himself come to real faith in Christ. The power to come is from the Father
and by the Holy Spirit. This statement, together with the teaching Jesus
had just given, was the vital factor in their discipleship. From that time
many of His disciples went back, and walked no more with Him. v 66.
See how Jesus put this to the twelve. "Will ye also go away?' Peter stated
his faith, 'We believe and are sure that Thou art the Christ, the Son of the
Living God.'Jesus revealed His knowledge of the falsity of Judas Iscariot,
and separated him from the eleven. Let us take note that if we begin to
question the teaching of Jesus, we reveal ourselves as not truly born again.
Let us not deceive ourselves, all such questions are from the natural man.
Let us recognise in all our study of the word of God we must have the
enlightenment of the Holy Spirit. Human scholarship, wherever it comes
from is not enough. lrt us see the preciousness of God's word. It is precious
living seed - the life of God is in it. In all our preaching and teaching,
let us recognise our utter dependence upon the Holy Spirit; both for what
we say and for any spiritual results.

A.  V.  McC.
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Jottings on HebreWs
A. V. McCANDLISH

Chapter 6
w 1-8 The Call to go on to spiritual maturity.

These immature believers are called to go on to maturity. They must leave
the elementary principles of christian doctrine and practice, as a child leaves
the simplest exercise in grammar, or arithmetic to go on to put them to
practical use; or as a builder leaves the foundations to construct on them
the house, or building that was planned. The foundation on which they
started to build their christian experience, was repentance, and faith in our
Lord Jesus. It would seem that they were constantly sinning and repenting;
confessing failure, and seeking forgiveness. They ought to learn to go on
into a life of victory over sin, and an experience of regular fellowship with
God. Baptism and laying on ofhands represent the steps that a new convert
would be expected to take; but the true believer does not stop at this
confession of christ. Belief in the resurrection of the dead, and of eternal
judgment are fundamental to christian faith; but to accept such doctrines,
and then to imagine that no more is required of a christian is obviously
wrong. We are called to go on with the Lord Jesus to live in fellowship
with Him, and so glori$ God in all we think, and say, and do. The one
safeguard against slipping back into sin, is to go forward in a life of faith
and obedience. This, says the writer "we will do, if God permit". This
is not something that we can achieve by our own efforts, we need the power
of God. In v.1. it is literally, "let us be borne along to maturity." The
power is that of the Holy Spirit, and is not exercised in those who persist
in going their own way. Let us take note of the dreadful peril of those who
are not filled with the Holy Spirit, and are not really yielded to Christ. We
read, "it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted
of the heavenly gift and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost and have
tasted the good word of God and the powers of the world to come. If they
shall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance". This falling away
was not just a gross sin; but a deliberate rejection of the claim of Christ
to be Saviour and Lord; and a deliberate aligning of themselves with those
who cried, away with Him, crucifu Him. At this point the writer sets before
us the practice of one who cultivates the land. He does not continue to waste
labour on unproductive land which persistently produces thorns, briars and
noxious weeds: he sets fire to them, and burns them up. He does not leave
them to be a danger to the rest of his crops. Scripture makes it quite clear
that, "Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast
into the fire. Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them. Not everyone
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that saith unto Me Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but
he that doeth the will of My Father which is in heaven. Many will say to
Me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Thy name? and
in Thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto
them, I never knew you: depart from Me, ye that work iniquity.,,Matt
7;19-23. We who believe are called to give heed to the call in v.l. ..Let

us go on", in the power of the Holy Spirit to live a life of obedience to
Christ, and in fellowship with Him.

w.9-12. Encouragement to those who are fearful.
It seems that there were those among these Hebrews, who were genuine

believers. We note how in v. I 1, the writer speaks of "every one of you.',
Every church is made up of individuals. We are not saved as a company
of people; it is an individual experience, each one must be convicted of
sin, led to repentance, and faith in the Lord Jesus as Saviour, and God:
and so be born of the Holy Spirit. Here the writer is concerned for these
genuine believers, who might be afraid lest they fall away and be lost. He
reassures them, he calls them beloved, and points to those works in their
lives which are the products of salvation. Such were labours of love to
God, and to His people. They had cared for others in need, and they had
given willing service to other believers. They were not indifferent to the
needs of others, nor were they careless of them. They sought to obey God
in showing a genuine love for them; and surely these are the things that
should, and do accompany salvation. Then he returns to his theme that they
should go on to maturity. "We hope with all our hearts that each one of
you will display the same zeal, diligence and sincerity, in realising and
enjoying the full assurance of faith, and have a steadfast hope right on to
the end ofyour course." They are exhorted to look on the example set
by those who through faith and patience have gone on, or are going on
to really inherit what God has promised. What is it that God has promised?
Surely He promised forgiveness of sins, and the gift of eternal life, and
these were enshrined in Matt. ll;28,29. Christ promised rest from the
burden of sin, rest from the bondage of sin, and the perfect rest of living
with Him, yoked to Him, and so living in constant communion with Him,
and with the Father. May we, who read, seek to obey the call to go on
to this condition of spiritual maturity.

w 13-20 Christ is pledged to present us perfect in glory.
The writer is following up his plea in v.12," not to be slothfut, but

followers of them who through faith and patience inherit the promises".
He proceeds to link the promises to the one made to Abraham. The particular
promise referred to is the one in Gen.22:16-18, culminating in the words,
"And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed. " That seed

I



The Gospel Magazine l l t

was the Lord Jesus. "Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises
made. He saith not, unto seeds, as of many; but as of one, and to thy Seed,
which is Christ. " Gal.3;16. This promise was confirmed by an oaih, and
therefore it was doubly sure. The fact that it was God's word made it sure,
for God cannot lie; but in view of the weakness of men, and how difficult
they find it to believe what God says in His word: God, in grace comes
down to our weakness, and confirmed His promise with an dath, so God
made it doubly sure to us. He became His own witness, and guarantor.
In a double sense it was an unchangeable promise. It was, that in Abraham's
Seed, that is christ, all nations of the earth should be blessed. If we ask
what is this blessing which is here promised? Christ Himself said, ..I am
come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.
My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me; and I
give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any
pluck them out of My hand. " Jn.l0:10,27 ,28. So here we read, that those
of us, who flee to Christ for refuge have a strong consolation, and
encouragement to lay hold upon the hope that is set before us. The thing
we hope for is the promise of God, and that which is promised is eternal
life, through faith in Christ. Now, we are told that our hope has a very
solid foundation. It is an anchor of the soul, and the anchoi is made fast
within the veil. our hope of eternal life is bound up with the entrance of
christ within the veil as our great high Priest. The sacrifice which He offered
on Calvary to atone for our sin has been accepted by God as sufficient,
and sealed as such by His resurrection from the dead. Then God received
Him into heaven, and enthroned Him in the seat of power and authority
as our great high Priest. we are told that He is there are our forerunner,
His presence is the pledge and guarantee that all who believe on Him will
be received there as well. But there is more, the anchor has for its two
flukes, two divine things. The one is God's promise which is sure and stable,
for He cannot lie; and the other is God's oath. Here the reference is to
Ps.I l0;4. "The Lord hath sworn and will not repent, thou art a priest for
ever after the order of Melchisedec."

Let us pause and prayerfully consider what all this means to us. With
all these promises are we really sure that we have eternal life? Do we enter
within the veil for communion with our Lord? Are we careful to come ro
Him for the renewal of our strength, and for instruction for each day? Let
us praise Him now.
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; g-- 'Earthquakes

COLIN DAWSON
Mr. Dawson is Pastor of Hope Chapel, Westoning, Beds

"And there shall be famines, and pestilences, and eanhquakes
in divers places." Matthew 24:7

we have all been dismayed to hear the reports of so many people dying
in the devastating earthquake in Armenia. Such an "u"nt rtroutoihrow us
back upon the word of God and the teaching of the Lord Jesus to discover
the significance of these literally earth-shattering events which take place
wi$9gt any warning and result in the death of many people and in the ro^.ro*
and distress of the survivors who have lost perhaps everything they possess.
It is difficult for us to imagine such an event.-How would-ouichristian
faith stand up to such a shock?

The one very significant fact which emerges from all the Bible references
to earthquakes is that they are under the control of God and are meant to
speak to men about God. So, if Armenia is a part of the world where there
are very few christians and where the Gospel is seldom heard, this week
the voice of God has been heard in that landind, as news of the catastroDhe
spreads around the world, we must listen to God's voice which is speaking
to us through the earthquake.

.The first thing I want to show you is that, though the earthquake strikes
witho,t warning and surprises men, nothing surprises God. Though scientists
may have their valid reasons for the causes of earthquakes, y-et we need
to understand that, whatever the natural or scientific causes for ihese things,
God is speaking to His world with a very loud and clear voice, and we
need to hear that voice speaking to us today.

^ A1.far as this particular verse is concerned it is important we notice that
God is saying. very simply here that earthquakes WILL happen. The Lord
Jesus is actually saying that, because God's purposes are going to be fulfilled
in this earth, earthquakes will happen wtren ana wnereboiplans them to
happen and they will carry a message from God to all who listen. This
message is surely conveyed in this passage which contains an account of
the Lord giving this private word to His disciples about what is going to
happen in the last times. Each time you hear of an earthquake, r"ir".ni".
that that is how this world is going to end. There is going to be an earth-
shattering quake at the end of time, a devastating striting of the universe
which will herald the coming again of the Lord Jesus chr-ist and so, when
the rumbles of the earthquake are heard, God is saying, "Be ye also ready
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for in such a time as ye think not the Son of Man cometh". If the Armenian
earthquake were the last one, how many of us would be ready to meet God?

It is interesting to note that in this verse Jesus tells us that these earthquakes
will occur in divers places. Take a survey of some of the earthquakes that
have happened. You have all heard of the eruption of Mount vesuvius in
A.D. 79 which resulted in the total destruction of pompei. other earthquakes
are not so well remembered. In 1755 there was an earthquake in Lisbon.
Portugal. which resulted in the death of 60.000 people. ln tszs there was
the_calabrian earrhquake which resulted in rhe death of 30,000 people. In
1857 there was an earthquake in Naples which resulted in the deattrof iz,ooo
people, and these earthquakes have happened all around the world, America,
Italy, Turkey, China, Japan, Chile, Peru, Russia. These earthquakes confirm
the Lord's words that they will occur in divers places. Someone who did
a study on the subject recorded 700 earthquakes during the lgth century,
and so you see God is fulfilling His Word and saying to men, ..you are
not going to live for ever here on this earth." These temporary limited
shakings of the world are figures of the final shaking of the world. we need
to be ready whenever that comes.

FIRST _ ELUAH'S EARTHQUAKE
"And He said, Go forth, and stand upon the mount before the Lord. And,

behold, the Lord passed by, and a great and strong wind rent the mountains,
and brake in pieces the rocks before the Lord; but the Lord was not in the
wind: and after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the
earthquake: And after the earthquake a fire; but the Lord was not in the
fire; and after the fire a still small voice. And it was so. When Elijah heard
it, that he wrapped his face in his mantle, and went out, and stood in the
entering in of the cave. And, behold, there came a voice unto him. and
said, What doest thou here, Eli jah?" I Kings 19:l l-13.

Notice, first ofall, how the Lord passed by and there were these aftendant
signs, first the wind, then the earthquake and then the fire. Here Elijah is
in a solitary place in Mount Horeb - a place where Moses had been long
before him - and there God is going to speak to Elijah as He had done
to Moses and there are going to be these attendant signs of the Almighty,
as there had been when God gave the law to Moses, but God was not in
the wind, the earthquake and the fire. These things attended His presence
but He was not in them. Instead, Elijah heard the "still small voice." In
v.I I we read, "And, behold the Lord passed by. " Those who have survived
the Armenian earthquake have cause for thankfulness that the Lord passed
by. We in England who do not suffer very many earthquakes, we too, have
need to be thankful this morning that "the Lord has passed by." The
calamity that has engulfed tens of thousands has not taken us away. ..The

Lord has passed by."

l l 3
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SECOND _ GOD IS STILL CONCERNED _ CREATION IS MOVED

This passage tells us that God who made the earth is still concerned about
the earth and involves Himself in what happens on it. It also shows us that,
though the earth is insensible, it does not have powers of intellect - yet
- it is moved at the presence of God. "The heavens declare the glory of
God; day unto day utters speech. " The universe that He has made responds
to God. Get hold of a piece of hard granite, can you make a mark on it
with your finger nail? Can you break it in two? No, it is so hard, and yet
that hard rock will respond to the presence of God. The hean of man is
harder than rock, and does not move or melt, does not respond to the
presence of God. So the earth has been shaken at the passing of our God
this week, but we are reminded of the hardness of our hearts. How we need
the Lord to come and make them soft, to give us a new heart that responds
to the presence of God - a heart that does not respond only in fear and
dread but one that responds in love, faith and obedience.

But after the wind had subsided, after the rumble attendant upon the
earthquake echoing round the mountains ofSinai had faded away, and after
the mighty fire that had consumed everything combustible within reach had
died out, Elijah heard the still small voice. I wonder if we shall hear the
still small voice of our God speaking to us today? We need to pray that
our Lord would speak to us, not in the mighty crashing thunders and earth-
shattering convulsions, but in that "still small voice" which illustrates His
loving designs to men - even His erring servant the prophet Elijah. "What

doest thou here, Elijah?" There was need for correction and instruction
in Elijah's life. So it is with us, we need correction, instruction and
chastening. We need the Lord to take us in hand and keep us from what
is wrong and lead us into what is right. God was not in the wind, nor in
the earthquake, nor in the fire, but in the still small voice. Do you want
something dramatic? Do you want something devastating? Do you want
something to talk about that will fill the ears of others with admiration?
You will probably never get it. God speaks in a still small voice. You need
to be still; you need to be quietened; you need the rumbles of earth to subside
in order to hear the gentle, quiet voice of God saying to you, "What are
you doing here?" What are you doing with your life? Think upon these
things. How does your life measure up to the standard of the Word of God?
Have you strayed away? Have you gone into by-path meadows? Have you
wandered out of that narrow way? You need to be brought back. "What

doest thou here, Elijah?" He did not hear it in the earth-shattering
commotions that he had witnessed, but afterwards God spoke in a still small
voice. Let us pray that some out there in Armenia may hear the still small
voice of God calling them to repentance and faith, calling them to love and
follow Jesus Christ.

a
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THIRD _ JESUS'TWO EARTHQUAKES
First - You will read of the first in Matthew 27:54. ..Now when rhe
centurion, and they that were with him, watching Jesus, saw the earthquake,
and those things that were done, they feared greatly, saying, Truly this was
the Son ofGod." The people there had witnessed an eirthquake, and they
were aware that there was some considerable significance in that earthquake."Jesus, when He had cried again with a loud voice, yielded up the ghost.
And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from thi toplo the
bottom; and the earth did quake, and the rocks rent. And the g.uul. *"r"
opened: and many bodies of the saints which slept arose, An'd came out
of the graves after His resurrection, and went into the holy city, anrl appeared
unto many. Now when the centurion, and they that were with him, watching
Jesus-' saw the earth-quake, and those things that were done, they feared
greatly, saying 'Truly this was rhe Son of God.' ,,Matt.2l:50-S4. 

fnint
of these events. First, the cry of Jesus from the cross - a loud cry - a
triumphant cty; a cry that signified what He had come to this earthto do
was done. It was a cry that His enemies were defeated, His people were
redeemed, and that salvation's work was done. It had an effeciupon earth.'The veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom.' That
veil was a heavy, curtain-like covering over the entrance into the holy place
which none could go into except the high priest once a year not wiihout
blood, and here it was rent in twain - the way into the holy place is now
open. Yes, the door of paradise is open, the way into heaven is opened
because the work of Jesus christ is finished, salvation is achieved for all
who believe in Jesus christ. The earth quaked and the rocks rent. The earth
itself could not but respond to this tremendous event. christ had finished
the work He had come to do. Those who were still there watching Jesus
feared greatly.

The people in Armenia have feared greatly. Fear is a natural, human
emotion, an emotion that will sooner or later affect the strongest of men
and the most fearless. At the cross these people had great cause to fear.
Many of them had been responsible for putting to death the Son of Man.
They were to blame; their wicked hands had taken Him and crucified Him;
their voices had echoed the cry of the people, "Away with Him, crucify
Him, crucify Him" and now the very earth responded to this crucifixion
and the very rocks cried out against this enormous crime that these people
had been guilty of. 'Truly this was the Son of God.'Too late now - but
it is not to late; it seems momentarily to be too late. .This was the Son
of God but we have put Him to death. He is gone. Oh that we had listened
to Him while He was here. Oh that we had heeded His voice when He set
before us the way of life and salvation. oh that we had come to Him while
yet there is room, but now, now, He is gone, now He is dead and we are
responsible for it.' 'Truly this was the Son of God.'Have you ever felt
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fear and grief in your own heatf as you have setif iourself to be in 
"sffie

measure responsible for the death of Jesus christ? This is a fear that
christians have in some measure because they have come as sinners
convinced by God of their sinfulness, confessing their sins and looking to
Jesus Christ as the only One who is able to save them from their sins, ind
they have seen something of what the centurion saw and said, .Oh this was
a good Man, this was the Son of God, and we have sinned asainst Him.'
All sin is directed against God. God is the Author of the law-and it is by
the law that we know what is right and what is wrong. If it were not for
the law we should not have a clear foundation for the knowledee of sin.
There is a voice of conscience, of course, which God has put into t'[re people
He has created but that is a faulty and defective thing because of sin, Lut
here in the law of God we have the perfect revelation of the will of God
and every one of us has broken that law and if you are concerned about
that fact today what are you to do? What does the earthquake tell you to
do? It tells you to flee unto Jesus Christ. It beckons you now. The earthquake
is past and gone, but there is the still small voice. Listen to it. He iuvr."Come unto Me all ye that labour and are heavy laden and I will give you
rest." It wasn't in the earthquake - it is gone. The Lord has passed by
and here is the still small voice of the Gospel that is to be proclaimed in
all the world. It is to be preached to the Armenians as well as to the British.
inviting sinners to come unto Jesus to be saved.
Second - Jesus' second earthquake. You will read about this in Matt.
28:l-6.If an earthquake was earth's appropriate response to the God who
had created it for the death of its Creator how much more appropriate is
this great earthquake to the resurrection of Jesus Christ out of the grave?
It is described as a great earthquake. It must really have shaken and shattered
many people in Jerusalem. It was an earthquake which attended the descent
ofan angel ofthe Lord from heaven. You know that man had done all in
his power to secure the grave in which the body of Jesus was laid. It was
a new grave and there was the great stone that was rolled over the grave's
mouth and a seal to t}te stone and a guard of Roman soldiers posted there
around it. Man had done all that he could to ensure that Jesus remains in
the grave, but God has raised His Son - God has sent an angel. What a
privilege that angel had! Can you imagine what the angel must have felt
as he came on this glorious errand from heaven? He has come to roll away
the stone. Jesus could have risen if the stone had remained there. THAT
would not have kept Jesus in the grave, but it was important that the stone
was moved to show the puny efforts of man were overthrown and thwarted
by an act ofGod. The angel ofthe Lord descended from heaven and came
and rolled back the stone from the door. "His countenance was like
lightning. His raiment was white as snow and for fear of him the keepers
did shake and became as dead men. But he said to the women. .Fear not
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ye'." What a differerrce! Soldiers, though, trained Roman soldiers, men
who would not baulk at doing dastardly deeds even killing perhaps.
Alongside them is the group of women folk, ordinary frail women-folk.
What a difference! The keepers, the soldiers became paralytic - they were
as dead men - they could not move for fear, and the angel speaks to these
women, and says, "You do not need to fear because I know that you seek
Jesus which was crucified. He is not here, He is risen, as He said. Come,
see the place where the Lord lay." How have YOU come? Do you come
alongside the soldiers, hard, worldly-minded, unaffected, or do you come
with a little group of fearing women but loving women, obedient women
still seeking Jesus? Jesus was dead, but, no, they came seeking Jesus. Have
you come seeking Jesus? If you have, 'Fear not' for you have no cause
to be afraid. Horror might fill the hearts of many people because of the
earthquake and the events in its train, but you don't need to be afraid because
you seek Jesus. Listen, "He is not here, He is risen." That is what the
Armenian earthquake has been saying. It is bidding us look up for our
redemption draweth nigh. It is calling us to look unto Jesus from the very
ends of the earth and be saved. 'He is not here; He is risen. Come, see
the place where the Lord lay.' It is empty. The graveclothes are there but
He is not there and He will never come back there. He is risen. Come
quickly. Tell His disciples that He is risen from the dead. It is a wonderful
message for christians that He rose again for our justification. As we go
to the grave, as we are aware of the earthquake, as we see the fear and
dread on the soldiers' faces and hear the voice ofthe angel speaking to us,' 'He rose again for our justification. ' ' ' 'Who shall lay anything to the charge
of God's elect? It is God that justifieth." Being justified, we have peace
with God.

FOURTH - PAUL & SrLAS' EARTHQUAKE

There in prison in Philippi are Paul and Silas unjustly condemned for
crimes they were not guilty of. God had a purpose for these two men and
God loved the Jailor at Philippi and his family and was going to save them.
That is really why Paul and Silas were in prison. God in His perfect wisdom
had brought them there to be used as a means of bringing the good news
of salvation to a poor fearful man. Again, notice the contrast. The Jailor
was a tough fellow - it was no job for the squeamish. He had to whip
the backs ofthe prisoners; he had to put their feet in the stocks. He hadn't
to be moved by their cries. He had not to be afraid of the sight of blood
- tough hard man! But when God brings an earthquake this man is filled
with fear. This man draws his sword and is about to kill himself. Paul and
Silas had their feet fast in the stocks, and to run away (the only escape route
open to people affected by an earthquake) was shut to them, but the very
earthquake that threatened destruction brought liberty. It might have resulted
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in their being crushed, but it had the opposite effect. every man,s bohds
were loosed. This shows us that God is in control, and who knows, when
all the rubble is cleared out of the way and when all the survivors of this
earthquake have told their story, there may not be some wonderful events
come to light of how men and women and children were miraculously
preserved from death. God is in control. God still protects His people and
God will work even through earthquakes.

FIFTH _ THE FINAL EARTHQUAKE

_ This has not yet taken place, but we read of it in several passages of
Scripture. That will be the greatest one that ever has been. Ii will-affect
all the inhabitants of the world, "And there were voices and thunders and
lightnings: and there was a great earthquake, such as was not since men
were upon the earth, so mighty an earthquake, and so great. And the great
city was divided into three parts, and theiities of the nations fell: and lreatBabylon came in remembrance before God, to give unto her the cup o"f the
wine of the fierceness of His wrath. " Rev. to: ts-ts. Babylon is used here
as a symbol of the force and powers of the worrd which are opposed to
God. Mighty Babylon! Mighty in its atheistic force, mighty in its comrnercial
enterprise, mighty in its false teaching and in the way in which it has
captivated and enchanted and deceived the minds of men throush the
centuries, but the cry will be heard "Babylon is fallen" and this frlgnry
earthquake will shatter the world. Earthquakes will continue until the"end
of time, but will conclude with one mighty earthquake that will affect the
whole earth and usher in the coming day of the Lord Jesus christ.
SIXTHLY AND FTNALLY

. The other message is this. In view of these earthquakes, in view of trre
death of these many thousands of people in Armenia, what manner of persons
ought we to be? That is the question that peter in his Epistle asks, ..what
manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godiiness?' '
That is the voice that we should hear from Armenia. oh this is the kind
of persons we should be. People say "It is terrible; it is sad - just think
of those po-or people! " But what about you? what manner of person ought
you to be from now onwards? ..Holy in your conversation, godly in your
life, looking for and hastening unto the coming of the day"of CoA.i'

MAY GOD make us such people for we are not so, natuially speaking.
A few days - a few weeks - and the voice of Armenia will be forsotten.
Fresh troubles will come to grip the headlines and the earth and theieople
on it will go on ripening for judgment, but "the day of the Lord cometh
as a thief in the night.."

May God by His grace make us ready for that day _ holy in our
conversation and godly in our lives as we look and wait and hasten for it,
Amen.
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The Unitv of the Mind
of Christ and the

Old Testament Prophets
FRANK WILLIAMS (Abbots Langtey)

Readings: Habakkuk 2; l-14, and Luke lg: l_14.

In this present age it is often said that the old restament is not relevant
to the Christian Gospel. Indeed, the term "Jewish myth', is a label often
attached by divines to define the Old Testament, and modern versi4rr4Lrrcu uy urvriles [0 qenne me uld lestament, and modern versions of
the scriptures promote a dichotomy. It is the hope of this article that it mayr prurrrwre 4 uiurrulullly, _u. ts ule nope oI mls aftlcle that lt may
in some degree illustrate that there ii no variance between the mind of chnst
and the Spirit of God in the spiritual truths expressed in the Scriptures.

Although scenarios change in history, the everlisting truth of God's worc
does not.

. 
Habakkuk's prophecy is a mere three chapters, but it is poignant in its

observation. It opens with a cry to the Lord; a cry of distress oi what was
obviously discernible in_Habakkuk's day. He laments, "o Lord, how long
shall I cry, and thou wilt not hear! even cry out to thee and thou wilt not
save!" It was a plea for revival.

"why dost thou show me iniquity and cause me to behold grievance?
for spoiling and violence are before me, and there are those thit raise up
contention. Therefore the law is slacked and judgment doth never go forth,
for the wicked doth compass about the righteous; therefore wrong.l"uagment
proceedeth." cannot the same cry be made in this our aay #ttre zottr
century?

.The request for revival was not granted. ..Behold," said the Lord, ..I
will work a work in your days which ye wiil not believe, though it be told
you. For, lo,, I raise up the Chaldeans, that bitter and hasty na-tion, which
shall march through the breadth of the land, to possess the iwelling places
that are not theirs."

Now it is important to perceive that although prophecy enters time through
an historical prompt, yet, in a deeper sense, it contains spiritual realities,
and in such a sense can be shown to encompass more than one fulfilling.
If.a prophecy_is completed it is stated as beingfulfilled. For example: ,.Now
all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken oi the Lord
by the prophet, saying, "Behold, a virgin shall be with chlld and shall bring
forth a son, and they shalt call his name Emmanuel, which, being interprered,
rs God with us." (Matt l:23) This prophecy is complete; no iurther
fulfillings are to come.

Christ
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In Acts 2 Peter'says, "This is that which was spoken by the piiipA'et Joel."
This prophecy is not complete; a further fulfilling is to be expected.

So, in Habakkuk, the first fulfilling was accomplished in the first year
of Nebuchadn ezzar's reign (see 2 Kings and 2 Chronicles), when Jerusalem
was taken, and many who were considered to be useful to the chaldean
administration were removed to Babylon.

So the complex effecting of the Lord's purpose can be traced at this time.
Jeconiah, the last king in the Messianic line through David to sit upon the
throne of David, was removed to safety before the destruction of Jerusalem
yet to come, so that the Messianic line might be preserved until the coming
of the Lord Jesus, who will yet sit upon the throne of His father David
for ever (still future), see Matthew l, verses ll and 17.

The youthful Daniel and his companions were also removed from
Jerusalem to Babylon at this time so that the Lord might have witnesses
and prophets and recorders to the truth of the Lord,s word.

.The -second fulfilling came in the fourth year of Nebuchadnezzar's reign,
when Jerusalem was rased, and the nation went into its first diaspora.

The first fulfilment of the prophecy of judgment on the ..proudman"
(Hab.2;4-ll), is recorded in the book of Daniel, namely, the bringing
low of Nebuchadnezzar (Dan. 4; 1-37).In the Gospel pasiage 1t_utJtgj
we shall see how the Lord Jesus expounds Scripture to show that judgment
is on all the spiritually proud, religious or not.

In Hab. 1: 13 the prophet restates his plea, ',wherefore lookest thou upon
them that deal treacherously and holdest thy tongue when the wicled
devoureth the man that is more righteous than he? And makest man as the
fishes of the sea, as the creeping things, that have no ruler over them? They
take up all of them in their net, and gather them in their drag; therefore
they rejoice and are glad. Therefore they sacrifice unto their net, and burn
incense unto their drag; because by them their portion is fat, and their meat
plenteous. "

Following this observation on the plight of the righteous in an unjust
world, in a society devoid of the light of the love and judgment of God,
the prophet sees himself also as unrighteous, for he makes this remarkable
statement: "I will stand upon my watch, and set me upon the toryer, and
will watch to see what he will say unto me, and what I shall answd-when
I am reproved." (Hab. 2;l).

The reply of the Lord is in a vision, for an appointed time, ..but at the
end it shall speak and not lie; though it tarry, wait for it, because it shall
surely come; it will not t^rry."

This vision was to be written plainly upon the tables that all who see it
may run the path of righteousness with knowledge of this eternal truth."Behold, his soul which is lifted up is not upright wirhin him: but the just
shall live by faith." The prophecy proceeds to the end ofchapter 2, to the

q
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final end of the visiori (sfill.future), but judgment is'to be followed (verse14) ty the filring of the earth with the tnowieoge of the glory or trc Loro,as the waters cover the sea.
As this article is not an exposition of the book of Habakkuk, but a linkingbetween Old and New-Te-siament Scriptures, we leave the reader to readfor himself the wonderful prayer *H"tr'p."""ded Habakkuk,s totalcommitment of faith: no longer-prain but &pressed in the apocalypticlanguage of prophecy; as Goa went forth for the salvation "ii!, p"ipr",even for the salvation of His anointed.
The vision of Habakkuk gives us, at least, five prophetic truths:_ :
(1) The wicked compass abour rhe just.
(2) The wicked *1|'l b. j^u{Se! at an appointed time, or day.(3) This rime, or Day of th-e Lord, i, io Ue watched for.(4) Meantime, the just shall live by faith, bur _
(5) They need to know-who they are _ redeemed sinners justified

by grace, and that they are not righteous in their "*; iigil;,
sight.

. ̂ lhgr9 five points will be seen to be embedded in Luke's Gospel chapterl8:1-14, which consisrs of rwo parabres. we ;ight ;," rrr"i ri. p"r"irr*
are unusual in that the meaning is given first. Thei-r position in rh" ;;;;;rr"is also revealing for they stand as t-wo important comments reinforcing and

:TlT:i:lg^,w-o_imp.orrant 
poinrs rtut"d in chapter 17, which were"part

or me Lord's prophetic answer to the pharisees'demand as to when theKingdom of dod-shourd come. "Th; li"g;;r of God cometh not wirh
observation; neither shalr they say, Lo he[! or, ro there! for behold, thekingdom of God is within yoo. " 'ih" 

parables are, therefore, oure*uiion,
about those not in the kingdom; that is, about judgment, and about ttre sltus
of the elect in the kinsdom.

The parables are als"o unusual in that a bad thing is used to illuminate
a good thing. Notice how the Lord picks up the same aspects as Habakkuk.
The widow, a person relatively wiihout muscle in the world ,Vrt._, nuOan adversary: "The wicked doth compass about the righteous, tt"i"ro."
the law is slacked and judgment goei not forth, and"w.ong juJlrn"nt,
proceed." Is it not so? t

The widow cried for a long time, (for the vision is yet for an appointed
time), and we note what the unjust judge said: ..Though 

I fear not CoO,
nor-regard man' yet, because this widow troubres me t rirtt avenge rreitest
9v 

h:I continual coming she weary me. " what is this we heari we hear
rnar lr persrstance ultimately will cause an unjust judge to act, (and nore,it is a judge, one who delivers judgment), how much more _ how much
mgre 

. will the prayers and persistance of the elect move God (in judgment)
who loves and cares for them. They will be avenged speedily;"when
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judgment falls it will be fast and unexpected, ("Though he bear long with
them I tell you he will avenge them speedily").

Do we not in our day still stand as in Habakkuk's time, and as in the
Lord's day. Do we not grieve and cry out before iniquity and wrong
judgments? Do we not also wait, for the vision is yet for an appointed time,
but in the end it shall speak and not lie; it will surely come, and be fast
when it happens. Jesus confirms Habakkuk's vision. God still bears with
His Church.

The second parable concerns the elect in the long wait; it is important
for the elect of God to know their own status before Him. As Habakkuk
says, "Behold, his soul which is lifted up is not upright in him." We are
justified by faith. We are all as the publican in our own eyes, or we should
be if the Spirit of Jesus illumines us in that Kingdom of God within us.
We identifo with the publican and cry, "God be merciful unto me, a sinner."
That is how the elect in the light of the Spirit sees itself. It sees not in despair
but in joy and in hope in the righteousness which is in Jesus Christ, the gift
of God. We are borp again into the eternal resurrection life of Christ, not
of works, but of Grace, and we see Jesus, the guarantor of the new birth.
We see Him as our Saviour. We see Jesus. We understand that Jesus wants
us always to bear this in our hearts that God loves everything and despises
nothing He has made. We are not better than other men, but we are saved;
saved to be changed into the glorious image of Him who made our salvation
possible. Made like unto Jesus.

We know by the Spirit that the glory of God, and the knowledge of God
compassed the earth in the Lord Jesus Christ, as the power of the Living
God was shown forth in the ministry of Christ. We know, too, that this
ministry was rejected, and that the ,I ord went to Calvary and the cross.

We know by the Spirit that the prophecy of Habakkuk is true, that we
wait in hope and expectancy for that appointed time, when the Lord Himself
shall come in that Day of the Lord, to the sound of the trumpet of the Great
Jubilee, when His angels shall gather His elect from the four winds, from
one end of heaven to the other.

Meanwhile, in that long wait, we, the just, or rather the justified, as
Habakkuk recorded long ago, live by our faith. So we see that the record
of Habakkuk is at one with the record of the Gospel. The Old and the New
Testaments are in unity in God's purpose in the world and for the world.
God will avenge His righteous, His elect. We stand steadfast, knowledgeable
in the Scriptures, by the Spirit. We are one with Habakkuk, for we are
one in the same Spirit of Jesus, and we can say with Habakkuk, "Although

the fig tree shall not blossom, nor shall fruit be in the vines; the labour
of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no food; the flock be cut
off from the fold, and there shall be no herd in the stall, Yet will I rejoice
in the Lord. I will joy in the God of my Salvation. The Lord God is my
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strength and He will make my feet like hinds' feet, and He will make me
lo 

*1lk. upon mine- high places. For the earrh shall be filled *iif, in"Knowleoge or the glory of the'Lord as the waters cover the sea."

The Will of God
PETER KING (Stanford, Beds.)

The will of God is probably the subject which has tried christians in allgenerations. Many questions surround this most difficult matter, uut is itso difficult after alt? Do we perhaps make the difficulty ;;i ;;;"r"
ourselves? one thing is sure our Father does not confuse us, neither areHis ways confused, even alrhough they are ,.past finding out;,. s;iieuers
are not chosen to be sons of God without r"uron. There iJa oi"i"" pr.p.r"
in all God's acts, as there are also general principles *hi"h uppiy ;;;;.y
christian. The outworking of those principles will almost exctusivelv ueunique.

We must lay a firm foundation if we are to build a tall building. Ourcorner-stone here is the sovereignty of God. who shall say to Him-:what

*:.j tl"l.'? Bound up with Hisiovereignty is His Covenant of Grace,
ano Dy lmprlcahon the law that paul saw "warring against the flesh". This
law, if found in our heart (psalm 40:g) will produ"i a number of effects
and these will be some part of the results required in the will or coo.

a) The Joy of the Inrd
Firstly there will be a joy in the service of the Lord. psalm 100:2 says

,*::"^1,"lor$ 
wit! gladness, come before His presence with singing.,,

rrarse and thanksgiving are part of the will of God for us and wi s[ail
Ilno rt pleasant and rewarding as all His will is to the believer.

b) Sure Steps

. walking in the fear of God is always a safe path. "The raw of God isin the righteous man's heart; none of his steps siralr slide" tir"rr" siiirl.The step_s of a good man are ordered Uy itre Lord and ie (The lorO)delighteth in his (the good man's) way. Here we see the reciprocal action.our Father chooses our way and then rejoices in the way *e tat" "r-ir itwas our way,

c) A Written Testimony
To have anything in writing is a permanent proof of the sincerity of the
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writer, and the facts of the matter. Jeremiah records (31:33) "I will put
my law into their inward parts and write it in their hearts. " So the covenant
is confirmed and secured. The Word of God is the source of all Truth and
is therefore the basis of the Testimony. A Birth Certificate is often called
for as evidence of a person's pedigree, so the effect of this written testimony
is to show whose we are and whom we serve,

d) An Everlasting Covenant E

Another part of the Divine Will is to make an everlasting covenant with
his people (Jeremiah 32:40). This He promised and has fulfilled in our Lord
Jesus Christ. "I will make a covenant", not I may. It is as if the Lord says
"It is My will that all the blessings contained therein should be my
peoples'." Do we not forget this part of His will when we complain and
are in doubt?

e) A Tender Conscience
The law of the Lord in the heart will produce a tender conscience. If

we want to know whether we are doing His will let us examine our
consciences, not according to our own standards and feelings, but by looking
into the mirror of His Word. Many people have so called 'directions' from
God which lead them into ways which are clearly contrary to His Truth.
Our touchstone must always be the Word of God.

J) [n Inward Joy
Paul writing to the Romans Q:22) speaks of the "inner man". The will

and purpose of God is born here and finds its expression in thought as well
as the inward peace that comes from spiritual meditation as we draw on
the Spirit's resources promised by Jesus Himself.

g) Controls the Mind
The law of the Lord is written in the heart and a brief look at Hebrews

10:16-19 will illustrate the effect this has. The writing is followed by
forgiveness and a holy boldness must come to "enter into the holiest by
the blood of Jesus".

Having briefly identified a few areas encompassed within the Will of God,
I must ask how are we to know His will. Often things seems so adverse
and difficult. Nothing is clear. If only we knew if we are doing our Father's
Will, Listen to David in Psalm 143:10, "Teach me to do Thy will, for Thou
art God, Thy Spirit is good; lead me into the land of uprightness". Our
Lord taught us that we should pray tris (Matthew 6:10) "Thy will be done".

The. first essential in the doing of our Lord's will is prayer.
a) Psalm 143:10 - "Teach me to do Thy will" - Willing to be taught.

4
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b) Matthew 6:10 - ..Thy will be done" - Accepting God's will.
c) Matthew 12:50 - "For whosoever shall do the wili of iry Father which

is in heaven, the same is my brother, and sister, and mother" - Having
a close relationship with God.

This divine relationship is expressed in three ways.

l) Close to Christ in His sufferings (Matt 26:42\...He wenr away again
the second time, and prayed saying, O my Father, if *ris .up -uy -ipus
away from me, except I drink it, thy will be done." tnitre caraei or
Gethsemane we see Christ at His very lowest ebb. Forsaken, alone,
contemplating the awful future He had to go through. Nowhere can we be
closer to Him than when He is close to ouiFather.;.L"t thi, cup fass from
me! No, not my will but thine be done"

2) Seek Not our Orm (John 5;30)
If we wish to do our Father's will we must not do our own. There is

no room for both. Doing His will must give us a new perspective in life.
we shall as John 5:30 records have clearei judgment ..my ju'dgment is just,
because I seek not mine_ownwilt_l'. t-oon aguin ut our Lord's-example'and
be conformed to Him. He did His Father'i wilr and look at the eifect in
His life.

3) Tends to Spiritual Knowledge (John Z:17)
How do we learn of Him? How do the doctrines of Scripture enter our

heart? We must walk in His ways and do His will if ,u" ur" to grow
spiritually.

what do I now conclude? you will have noticed that I have not mentioned
anything about our position in the church, although that has its pla;;;or
the importance of the task we are doing. I have eicluded any measure of
succ€ss or praise of men. The widow with her mite gave more than the
wealthy man, and oftentimes those who are the reast es=teemed by men are
the greater esteemed of God. which do you want? The praise oi man can
often end in his condemnation, but the imile of coo witt lead to inward
joy and afterwards everlasting life.

__K99g going, christian, His iath was much rougher than yours, because
He did His Father's win all the time. Look up to-Him that ihe light;l His
glory may-reflect in your face. Read His Word and pray for fignt upon
it. Be as christian in pilgrim's progress who set his eye on .vorist ioirrg
Light'.
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The Unholiness of Mah
MALCOLM JONES (Luton)

We are considering the experience of that great prophet of God by the
name of Isaiah. If you had met this man you would have stood in awe of
him. Morally he was head and shoulders above most of his generation and
his insight into the things of God was profound. If ever there was a holy
man it was Isaiah. If he had bothered to compare himself with his
contemporaries he would have a lot to boast of. But in chapter 6 he tells
us about a vision he had of the glory of God. And as the intense holiness
of God gripped him, the only truth about himself which filled his mind was
his depravity. "Woe is me!" he said, "for I am undone; because I am a
man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips
for mine eyes have,seen.the King, the Lord of hosts."

Job was a man of high moral achievement. God even singled him out
to teach Satan a thing or two. He is described as being "blameless and
upright; he feared God and eschewed evil." Though his friends tried to
bring him down he kept up a high view of his own integrity until the Lord
met with him and brought home to him the truth about God's holiness, and
suddenly Job got everything into perspective and said, "I uttered that I
understood not; things too wonderful for me, which I knew not.... I have
heard of Thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth Thee.
Therefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes." Job 42:3,5,6.

Then there was Paul, one of the greatest Pharisees of whom we have read,
a Hebrew, steeped in the law of God and energetically following it in his
life, a man of high pedigree and of brilliant attainment in the religious life
of his nation. As for legislative righteousness he was faultless. This was
his pride and boast. This was the basis upon which he anticipated gaining
the favour of God, until one day he met the glorified Lord Jesus Christ
as Saul (as he was then called) was travelling to Damascus and that meeting
changed the whole direction of his life. This is how he put it in Philippians
3:7-9. "But what things were gain to me, these I counted loss for Christ.
Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of
all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ. And be found
in Him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that
which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by
faith. "

Isaiah, Job and Paul - three men of outstanding moral achievement, three
men who were better than the remainder of their generation, three men who
obeyed God's law more than most, and yet three men who, when they come
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face to face with God, discovered wfong within which they had never
detected before, three men who looked spiritually self-sufficieni, when seen
in the light of God's presence, suddinly saw themselves as terribry
inadequate and deficient in the very u."a ih"y thought they were strong.

THEY therefore illustrate the holiness of man. Tf,ey underline the fact
that when we compare ourselves with our feilow beings *e -igtf seem
llSher up the mountain, but that when we compare ourselves with God,
He is as high as the stars are above our seemingly high pinnacle of h'man
achievement.

Paul wrote a letter to his christian friends in Rome, many of whom were
from the same nation as himself. Given, as they were, to national pride,
Paul had to remind them that, though they had enjoyed many priviieges,
yet before God they were as guilty ai the Genriles who they tendea to ttot
down upon. Let us see^what he says to his proud fellow_countrymen in
his Epistle. "what then? Are we better than they? No, in no wise: for *e
have before proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they are all under sin: As
it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: There is none that
understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. They are all gone out
of the way: they are together become unprofitable: there is none that doeth
good, no, not one. Their throat is an open sepulchre; with their tongues
they have used deceit; the poison of asps is under their lips; whose m6uth
is full of cursing and bitterness: Their feet are swifi to shed blood.
Destruction and misery are in their ways: And the way of peace have they
not known: There is no fear of God before their ey"i." Ro-un, 3:9_lg.

Before looking at these verses I want to mention two thinss.
(i) They were nor written by some moral delinquent tryirig to justify

himself and his life of sin on the grounds that euerybody "ir" 
-ru, 

as bad
as he was. They were written-by a highly-respected religious man of good
integrity who was shocked to discover wtrit tre reaty was In the sight of &od.

(ii) These words are not the private opinion of paul with soire chip on
his shoulder because no-one listened to him. They are, in fact, six quotations
from the old restament Scripture which set out God's assessment of us
humans who He had made in His likeness.

. 
There.are three things I want to lift from this verse. They tell us at least

three things about our unrighteousness before God.

I. IT IS OUR PRESENT CONDITION.
unless we have been acquitted by God we have to put ourselves into these

verses in Romans 3:9-18 already quoted. I believe in the total depravity
of man - not that every man is as evil as he could possibly be - not that
man.is unable to recognise God's will, nor yet, that he is uhable to do any
good towards his fellowmen. or even give outward allegiance to the worship
of God. what we mean by the total depravity of mariis that he is a being
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who has fallen in sin in the totality of his being. My whole petsonality
has been affected by the Fall and sin has reached all my faculties, my will,
my conscience, my desires, my affections - everything. Paul teaches it
here in Romans 3:10-11. "There is none righteous, no, not one: There is
none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God." Now, you
and I have got to come to terms with that. Because it is true of all men
universally, it is true of me individually. However others see me, however
I might like to project myself to others, God (who knows me even better
than I know myself) puts this label round my neck "UNRIGHTEOUS"
"NOT GOOD". This is all deeply humbling because we are all fond of
our own achievements.

All our self-making has not brought us one step nearer to heaven, nor
to acceptance with God. If we think it has, then we have understood little
of our true sinfulness and of God's true holiness. Unrighteousness is our
present position.
2. IT IS OUR PERMAIIENT POSITION

The fact is that we are totally unable to alter our position. Apart from
the mercy of God we remain unrighteous for ever. The Bible uses some
quite graphic language to put this across, e.g.
(a) The Bible teaches us that, by nature, we are DEAD. Paul wrote to some
Christians at Ephesus and reminded them that up to the time Christ saved
them they "were DEAD in trespasses and sins." Ephesians 2:1.
(b) It tells us we are BOUND, taken captive by Satan at his will.
(c) It tells us we are BLIND, and unable to see. "In whom the god of this
world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of
the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto
them." 2 Cor. 4:4.
(d) It shows us we are INCAPABLE OF KNOWING GOD. "But the
natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are
foolishness unto him; neither can he know them, because they are spiritually
discerned." I Cor. 2:14.
(e) The Bible tells us WE ARE NATURALLY SINFUL:-
(i) By birth. "Behold, I was shapen in iniquity: and in sin did my mother
conceive me." Psalm 51:5
(ii) By choice, "All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every
one to his own way." Isaiah 53:6. This, then, is man's natural state.

We must ask. then. CAN THE DEAD raise themselves? Can the BLINI)
give themselves sight? Can the SLAVES redeem themselves? Can the
tnfNSfnUCTABLE teach themselves? Can the NATLJRALLY SINFUL
change themselves?

The answer of the Bible, of human history, and of personal experience
is ''surely not!" "Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? Not one. "

Job l4:4.

+
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It is thereforO a gr:eat comfort to know that salvafion DOES NOT
DEPEND ON MAN'S DESIRE OR EFFORT, BUT ON GOD'S
MERCY. For, it left to ourselves, not one of us would turn to God and
be saved. "SALVATION IS OF THE LORD.,' Jonah2:9.

-A new birth is required, "Not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor
of the wil l of man, but of God." John l:13.

could the word of God shew more plainly our total inability to earn favour
with God, or achieve eternal life by any goodness we mighi like to claim?
No, our unrighteousness is not only our present condition, it is also our
permanent condition apart from the mercy of God. The alarming thing is that

3. IT IS OI.]R PERILOUS CONDITION.

To those who are impressed with their own ability to earn heaven by
keeping God's law, the Scripture says, .,Now we know that what things
soever the law saith, it saith to them who are under the law, that every
mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God.
Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in His
sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin.', Romans 3:19-20.

The law of God does not pat me on the back for my achievements; it
condemns me for my failure and rebellion. It highlights my sinfulness but
does nothing to cure it. I have to confess myself to be morally bankrupt.
If there is any hope for you or me it must be found in the meicy of God,
and not in any claim that I may try to establish upon Him. Because of the
universal fact of sin, the way of acceptance with God on the basis of my
works of righteousness is CLOSED. It has a large '.NO ENTRy" sign
forbidding any approach. And that is terribly serious. For if I am not
accepted by God I will be rejected by God and that spells banishment and
punishment and separation from all good for ever. you see there is a moral
law in life that men are left to the consequence of their own chosen course
of action, and unless this tendency is reversed by God's grace, their situation
will go from bad to worse until it reaches its climax in eternal hell.

If you determine to continue without longing for the mercy of God I have
nothing more to say to you other than appeal to you to count the cost of
such folly. For do not deceive yourself in any way. God cannot be mocked.
A man reaps what he sows.

THE REMAIIYING THINGS I have ro say are for those who will
acknowledge that God is right about them. As your own unrighteousness
alarms you in view of ultimately being judged by the holy God of the Bible
you wonder how you can be relieved of the burden of your guilt. Knowing
by experience as well as God's Word that you cannot remove vour
indwelling sin, do you wonder if God has d-one anything about your
predicament? Is he prepared to sit in heaven in all His perfect holiness and
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consign you to hell? There might be a certain justice in that. for we deserve
nothing more.

BUT OUR HOLY GOD IS A COMPASSIONATE GOD. The God
of light unapproachable is the same God of love incomparable. He has the
answer to your basic need of forgiveness and acceptance by Him. He has
the antidote to counteract all the unrighteousness of man. What is it? The
Bible calls it:-

THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD.
In Romans 1:17 we read these remarkable words, "For therein" (in the

Gospel) "is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is
written, The just shall live by faith."

This was what sparked off the great Reformation in the hands of Martin
Luther. He had been brought up to believe that the righteousness of God
was something God demanded of Martin Luther, and which the poor monk
knew he could never produce. He saw it as the perfect standard of God
which would one day damn his soul in hell for ever. And then, one day
suddenly, light dawrled. The love of God filled his heart as he realised that
this verse was teaching something quite different, that, instead of Luther
having to try and produce righteousness sufficient to impress God - a futile
struggle indeed - God had provided His righteousness for Martin Luther's
acceptance.

It was not whether he could bring righteousness to God that was important.
The vital thing was had he received righteousness from God? To Luther
it was the greatest discovery he had ever made. Joy filled his being; the
Bible became a treasury of God's righteousness. He was a new man.

Though new to Martin Luther, it was something Paul had discovered for
himself 1500 years earlier. Once he had been proud of keeping the law
so well that all his contemporaries counted him a righteous man. Then as
a mature Christian he described how he gave up all his endless struggling
in order to gain Christ and be found in Him, "Not having" he says "mine

own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith
of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith." Phil. 3:9

In the remaining verses of Romans 3 Paul sets out the wonderful discovery
he had made on his trip to Damascus. "But now the righteousness of God
without the law is manifested, being witnessed by the law and the prophets;
Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all
and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference; For all have sinned
and come short of the glory of God: Being justified freely by His grace
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus." Romans 3:21-24.

AN UNDESERYED GIFT
All have sinned and habitually fall short of God's glory. There is no hope,

no ground of hope, in any one of us.
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So God in His love comes out and says "This is whil I wiit oo. t wrtt
freely qlve what they cannot give. I will provide what they cannot produce.
That which they can never attain I will freely bestow. I wili declare iight"ou,
fh9.se who are prepared to accept my terms. I will justify freely a-ll who
believe in My Son Jesus christ. " That excludes no-one apa.i from ih" pe.ron
who excludes himself. Faith in Jesus christ is availible to all without
distinction. You don't have to be rich enough to buy it, good enough to
91T it, or wise enough to fully understand it; you ONLY HAVE fd nn
HT]MBLE ENOUGH TO RECEIVE IT BY FAITH IN CHRIST. ..Now
to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned ofgrace, but ofdebt. But
to him that worketh not, but believeth in Him thatlustifieth the ungodly,
his faith is counted for righteousness." Romans 4:5-6. we either rEceive
this gift graciously and undeservedly, relying on the mercy of God, or we
do not receive the gift at all. we must not frustrate the grace of God.

BUT HOW CAN GOD DO THIS AMAZING THING?
How can God, a holy God, give me a righteousness I can never deserve?

only through christ Jesus, "whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation
through faith in His blood, to declare His righteousness for th-e remission
of sins that are past through the forbearance of God; To declare, I say,
at this-time His righteousness, that He might be just, and the justifier of
him which believeth in Jesus." Romans 3:24-26.

God's provision of righteousness is not only an undeserved gift, it is:_

AN T]NPARALLELED GIFT
To remain just - and that is vital to the well being of all of us _ to

remain just as well as to justiry the person who has faith in Jesus, God had
to present Jesus, His one and only Son, as a sacrifice of atonement.

The ONLY WAY God could justly declare you righteous was to move
your unrighteousness from His sight for ever and repiace it with His own.
This is what the crucifixion of christ was all about. "God was in christ
reconciling the world unto Himself, not imputing their trespasses unto
them. "  2  Co r .5 :19 .

Isaiah saw this when he wrote of his coming Saviour in those words,"He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities;
the chastisement of our peace was upon Him; and with His stripes *" u.e
healed." Isaiah 53:5.

Peter saw it when he wrote this about christ "who His own self bare
our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should
live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed." I peter 2:24.

If the grace of God is free to you and me and IT Is - it is certainly
not cheap. The very costliness of our salvation to God should teach us
important lessons. It should teach us:-
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(1) TIIE REALITY OF HELL.
If there were no hell there would have been no Calvary. The Son of God

would never have come and so suffered if there was no wrath to come from
which to deliver us. If you are ever tempted to think of hell in terms of
the halucinations of religious cranks, then ask yourself the question, ..WHy

CALVARY?''

(2) THE T.]NHOLINESS OF MAN.
Jesus Christ came to be God's salvation, to deliver us from our siirs and

also from our own remedies, for men and women who are conscious of
their moral and spiritual disorder do try to medicate themselves, hoping to
get better by their own treatrnent. I wonder if there is any kind of self-cure
that man has not tried in his efforts to restore himself and gain merit. Millions
of pilgrims can still be seen in India, flat on the ground, crawling like
inchworms toward the Ganges River, hoping for a release from the burden
of guilt in the sacred water. Mecca tells a similar story. History tells of
countless persons who have tried to deal with guilt by self-denial and
abstaining from food and drink. Many have tried a kind of self-torture by
putting on hair shirts or walking on spikes or on hot coals. Men with the
hermit complex have shunned society and hidden themselves in caves,
hoping to gain some merit that would bring them closer to God and
compensate for their sinful nature

Mankind is still inventing new ways of self-treatment for its failures and
weaknesses and wrong-doing, even in our own day, not recognising that
the cure has already come, and that, if there could have been any other
cure, God's cure would never have been provided, for it was extremely
COSTLY.

(3) TIIE LOVE OF GOD
If on the one hand everything about man is unacceptable to God and

dishonours His holy Name, and if on the other hand He gave none less
than His Son to be my own Deliverer by such terrible means as His own
crucifixion, then God must love me very much indeed. I must be very
important and special to Him.

To refuse such love on account of personal pride is the greatest sin possible
against God.

To receive God's undeserved and unparalleled gift is to have
unrighteousness forgiven and God's righteousness put to my credit. It is
heaven itself.

The writer to the Hebrews described what Christ achieved for him and
his fellow-christians like this, "By the which will we are sanctified through
the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. . . . For by one offering
He hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified. " Hebrews l0: l0 & 14.
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In another place he shows just how permanently and favoirrably God has
received all believers in Jesus by saying this, "For both He that ianctifieth
and they who are sanctified are all of one: for which cause He is not ashamed
to call them brethren. " Hebrews 2:ll If you know who Jesus is you will
be able to start appreciating what a colossal statement that is.

Are you in the family of God?
Have you been made holy?
Have you received from God the gift of righteousness?.

. Have you been humble enough to say, '.God be merciful to me, a
sinner"? If you have, you will have discovered that He is a God who is
rich in mercy to all who call upon Him.

Sovereign Grace our Comfort
Fellow Christian worker, God has not sent us for to ..draw a bow at a

venture." The success of the ministry which He has committed into our
hands is not left contingent on the fickleness of the wills of those to whom
we preach. How gloriously encouraging and soul sustaining are those words
of our Lord's, if we rest on them in simple faith: ..And oiher sheep I have
("have," mark you, not "will have"; "have," because given to Him by
the Father before the foundation of the world), which are not of this fold
(i.e. the Jewish fold then existing): them also I must bring, and they shall
hear My voice" (John 10:16). Not simply, "they ought to hear tvty vbice,"
not simply "they may hear My voice," not "they will do so if they are
willing. " There is no ''if, " no ''perhaps, " no uncertainty about it. ..They

shall hear My voice" is His own positive, unqualified, absolute promise.
Here then, is where faith is to rest! Continue your quest, deai friend,

after the "other sheep" ofChrist's. Be not discouraged because the ..goats"

heed not His voice as you preach the Gospel. Be faithful, be scriptural,
be persevering, and Christ may use even you to be His mouthpiece in ialling
some of His lost sheep unto Himself. "Therefore, my beloved brethren,
be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of Lord,
forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord"
(1 Cor.  15:58) .

A.W. Pink
(1886-19s2)
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Christ and the llome
ALEXANDER WHYTE (1836_1921)

"The Son of Man hath not where to lay His head. "

It was not fitting that our Lord should have a house and a household of
His own in this world. It was not expedient that He should be other than
a stranger and a pilgrim on this earth as so many of His brethren in all
ages have been and still are. All the same, it somewhat startles us when
Goodwin says that our Lord lived on pure charity every day and every hour
for the last three years of His life. But that is just another way of saying
what our Lord said Himself. "The foxes have holes and the birds of the
air have nests, buf the Son of Man hath not where to lay His head." Before
we begin to realise what we read in the Gospels, we say, what? Did He
not always have His mother's house? Was His mother's door not always
open to her Son all His days? And would He not have been made welcome
to have come back as often as He liked? But, so far as we are told, He
never once came back to Joseph's workshop nor to Mary's fireside after
He had once been separated to the Gospel. Not thinking of what we say
we talk of "the holy family" in Nazareth. But it was very far from being
a holy family , at any rate, so long as our Lord lived and prayed and waited
for its slow-coming holiness. It was Martha's family at Bethany that both
earned and deserved that happy name. As if He was thinking of Martha
and Mary and Lazarus our homeless Lord said on one occasion, "the same
is My mother and sister and brother. " No, He was not speaking poetically
nor rhetorically, but rather with a sore and a heavy heart when He said
that the foxes have holes and the birds of the air have nests. He must often
have said that to Himself, not bitterly, but obediently and submissively when,
after His hard day's work in the city and when it was too late or when He
was too tired to go out to Bethany, He went out to spend the night on the
Mount of Olives. With his eye on the object Goodwin says, "In this place
Christ used often to rest and pray. For when He saw that He was to die
and that now His time was come, He wore His body out. He cared not.
as it were, what became of Him; He was good enough for the cross. And
therefore He wholly spent Himself in praying and preaching and other work.
Sometimes He spent the whole night in prayer privately, and sometimes
He took His disciples with Him."

"He came unto His own, and His own received Him not." It is not meant
that they did not receive Him sometimes into their houses. It is not meant
that they never spread a pillow on which He was to lay His head. No, but
the much more sad meaning is this, that they did not receive Him and His
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grace and truth into their minds and hearts, especially the truth as it is in
Jesus. It was this that made Hirn so homeless and such a stranser all His
days in His mother's house. There is nothing in the New Testam;nt so hard
to be understood to me as His mother's house. Had Mary never told His
brothers and His sisters about the conception and the biritr of their elder
brother? Or, was it of her that the prophet spake - ..she may forget?"
Do you not feel sure that it was of such as you are that He wis thiiting
ylgn H9 said, "If any man will come after Me, let him take up his cross
daily at home and follow Me?" For He was in alr points made like unto
His tempted and tried brethren, especially at home. At any rate, as often
as we think of His mother's house, let us bless the name of Martha and
of h_e_r sister Mary, and their believing brother Lazarus, concerning whom
the Holy Ghost has had it written, "The word was in the world.-and the
world was made by Him, and the world knew Him not. But as many as
received Him to them gave He power to become the sons of God, even
to them that believed in His Name."

Now, with all that, the one question for the writer and the reader of these
lines is this: Have we received and retained increasingly in our minds and
in our hearts the grace and the truth of God as they ire revealed in Jesus
christ? Has He where to lay His head and His heirt in us? Is His saving
Name far above every other name in heaven and earth to us? can we honesil!
sing with John Newton and say, "How sweet the Name of Jesus sounds!t'
If we are preachers have we said to our people what paul said to the
corinthians, "I am determined not to know anything among you save Jesus
christ, and Him crucified." And again to the Galaiians, 'tod forbid that
I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus christ, wherebv the
world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world. " And with Richard Hooker
when he is full of Paul's mind, "Let it be counted folly, or phrenzy, or
fury or whatsoever. It is our wisdom, and our comfori; *" tu." for no
knowledge in the world but this, that man hath sinned and God hath suffered;
that God hath made Himself the sin of men, and that men are made the
righteousness of God." Butler is always warning us not to let our strong
emotions pass off without adequate actions. Now, in this case, when our
hearts are touched with the feeling of our Redeemer's poverty, let us
immediately turn our emotions into something actual and practital. And
if our Lord does not any more need a supper and a bed, others do who
are as dear to Him as if they were Himself. And, speaking of them to the
Marthas and Marys who stand on His right hand ai the list day He is to
say, "Inasmuch as you did it to My poor in your day, you did it to Me. "
As I write I see the Misses Mackenzie of our Moray plice standing beside
Martha and Mary. He will certainly say, Number 16 Moray plac-e was a
perfect Bethany as long as the Misses MacKenzie occupied it. It was not
a small house, but it was always full from floor to attic of aged and infirm
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ministers come in to see the doctor, and decayed missionaries on furlough,
and poor students from Waldensia and Moravia, who had come to the New
College to study, and who had not elsewhere to lay their head. The two
Edinburgh sisters are now with the two Bethany sisters. Who in Edinburgh
is taking their hospitable place, or is henceforth resolved to take it?

But after all that, there is a previous question... "Is He always welcome
to our heart and our house at all hours of the day and night?" When a much-
loved and a long-expected friend knocks at our door we know his knock
and we open the door and say to him, "Even so, come quickly. " We say,"Come away, for I was just thinking about you when you knocked. I was
just reading one of your old letters to occupy myself till you should knock.
I could not sleep last night for dreaming about you; come away, come
away." Sit up in that way for Him tonight. Expect Him this very night.
Set a candle in your window for Him tonight... These are His own words"If any man hear My voice, and open the door, I will come in to him,
and will sup with him, and he with Me."

from: 
"The Spiitual Lif"."

The Evangelical Library
1988 was a busy year for the Evangelical Library. Once again the number

of books borrowed increased and there was for the second year running
a clear rise in membership. However, all else was overshadowed by the
Appeal for f25,000 originally launched in November 1987 following a sharp
and unexpected rise in expenditure.

Numerous individuals, churches and trusts responded so promptly and
generously that by the end of 1988 just under f54,000 had been received.
However, almost f,30,000 of this amount has already been accounted for
by the cost of three years' Building Insurance and unavoidable repairs to
both roof and water main. Future proposals and plans are currently being
considered by the Library Committee.

Following the success of the initial Martyn-Lloyd Jones Essay
Competition, a second competition has now been announced. Entrants will
be free to write 3,000 to 5,000 words on any historical theme or character
with relevance to the Christian Church today. For full details and an entry
form please apply to:-

The Evangelical Library, 78a Chiltern Street, London, WIM 2HB. (Please
enclose s.a.e. if requesting by post).
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Mr Facing Both Ways
C. H. SPURGEON

Even BAD men praise consistency. when you know where to find such
a man, he has one good point at any rate; but a fellow who howls with
the wolves and bleats with the sheep, gets nobody's praise, unless it be
the devil's. To carry two faces under one hat is, however, verv common.
Many-roost with the poultry and go shares with Reynard the Fox. I read
the other day an advertisement about reversible coats; the tailor who sells
them must be making a fortune. Holding with the hares and hunting with
the hounds is still in fashion.

- You may trust some men as far as you can SEE them, but no further,
for new company-makes them new men. Like water, they boil or freeze
according to the temperature. Some do this because they have no principies;
they are of the weathercock persuasion, and turn with the wind. Theifmill
grinds any grist that you bring to it if the ready money is forthcoming. And
they go with every wind - north, south, east, west, north-east, nortli-west,
south-east, south-west, nor'-nor' east, south-west-by-south, or any other
in all the world. Like frogs they live on land or water, and are not at all
particular which it is. They believe in the winning horse; and are to be bought
by the dozen, like mackerel, but he who gives a penny for them wastes
his money.

_ Others are shifty because they are so desperately fond of ..good
fellowship". "Hail fellow, well met", is their cry, be it travellei or
highwayman. They are so good-natured that they must need agree with
everybody. They are cousins of Mr Anything. Their brains are in other
people's heads. If they were at Rome they would kiss the pope's toe, but
when they are at home they make themselves hoarse with shouting ..No
popery". They admire the Vicar of Bray, whose principle was to be the
Vicar of Bray whether the Church was Protestant oi popish. They are mere
timeservers, hoping that the times may serve them. They have no backbones;
you may bend them like willow wands, backwards or forwards, whichever
way you please. They try to be Jack-o'-bothsides, but deserve to be kicked
like a football by both parties.

Beware of those who come from the town of Deceit - Mr Facing-both-
ways, Mr Fair-speech and Mr Two-tongues are neighbours who are best
at a distance. Though they look one way, as boatmen do, they are pulling
the other. They are false as the devil's promises, and as cruel as death and
the grave.

Hypocrites of all sorts are abominable, and he who deals with them will
rue it. He who tries to cheat the Lord will be quite ready to cheat his fellow
men. Great cry generally means litt le wool.

r37
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Surely when the devil sees hypocrites at their little game, it must be as
good as a play to him. He tempts genuine Christians, but he lets hypocrites
alone, because he is sure of them. He need not shoot at lame ducks; his
dog can pick them up any day.

Depend upon it friends, if a straight line will not pay, a crooked one won't.
What is got by SHUFFLING is very dangerous gain. It may give a moment's
peace to wear a mask, but deception will come home to you and bring sorrow
with it. Honesty is the best policy. If the lion's skin will not do, don't try
the fox's. Let your face and hands, like the church clock, always tell how.
your inner works are going. Better be laughed at as Tom Tell-truth than
be praised as Crafty Charlie. Plain dealing may bring us trouble, but it is
better than shuffling. At the last, the upright will have their reward, but
for the double-minded to get to heaven is as impossible as for a man to
swim the Atlantic with a mill-stone under each arm.

Trinitarian Bible Society
The increased oppornrnities for the circulation of the Word of God rn

Russia are a matter of much praise and thanksgiving. 60,000 copies of the
Russian New Testament and Psalms have just been printed and a further
85,000 copies have been ordered. 20,000 complete Russian Bibles were
printed in December, and will be followed by the printing of a further 90,000
Russian Bibles for delivery in February, God willing. A large proportion
of these are being sent into the USSR by post, which is now ofhcially
permitted by the authorities there. While many of these copies are being
supplied at a low price for distribution through other Christian organisations,
the Society will also need to meet the cost of supplying many other copies
free of charge. All support for this project is welcome, both financially
and with earnest prayer that the Russian recipients of these Scriptures will
be greatly blessed through reading them.

Other projects now in progress are the printing of New Testaments in
the Tumac and Sara Kaba language for the Chad Republic, for which the
Society is bearing a substantial proportion of the cost. Neither of these
languages has ever had a New Testament before. Several large consignments
of complete Bibles in English or French have also been sent to other African
countries in recent months, mainly for free distribution. Around the world
there is a greater need that the Word may be faithfully preached and taught.
May God raise up many in this generation to accomplish these spiritual
tasks, for the furtherance of the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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BOOK REVIEWS

The Sy$ciengy 9f Scripture. Noet Weeks. The Banner of TruthTrust. 3Dpp.f9.95.
Dr weeks is Senior Lecturer in History at sydney universify, a member

of the Reformed church of Australia, a graduate aiso in both screnle, ana
th"glogy: He is widely experienced in i'hristian education, and this 6ook
::lh:Ti, 

of his longexperience. English readers willatso appr".iu1" tf,ut
rne manuscnpt was also read and clarified by the late S. M. Houghton.

"T.h: l*-k is in two parts. The first deals generally with the basiclssues
of biblical 

1{rority, 
'General 

and Speclal Revelation', providence,
Authority and Exhaustiveness in human knowledge, Inprecislon und E..or,
The 'Human 

Element in scripture', the Redemptive Focus of Scripture,
and such modern concepts as 'contextuarisation' 

in interpretaioi-una
translation.

The.second part goes more deeply into a number of points of contention,
including. 'The Creation Atcount', prophecy, Women ln the
Teaching/Ruling offices of the church (where he is strictly traortionat;,
worship and Government of the church (where he exprains that paul's
teaching was based on Christ's oractice), Advances in psychology (this
covers much on marriage breakdown and homosexuality. inviroimentat
determin_ism is dangerous to morals and the state in vitiating tt " .i!t t to
punish. If E.D. is true, he asks, why do not all people fr6rn tf,"'ru_.
background act in the same way? Because people are responsible individuals
and so react in different ways. It is cruel to-saya homoseiual is .aetermineo'
and beyond help. God says otherwise in the gospel.

. 
u19".. Pseudepigraphy the genuiness of paulJwritings is upheld. proving

the Bible as the word of God gives judicious wisdori in ttre rigrrrway to
use the authoritative book - just make its message known. .FrJedom and
Honesty' deals with the problems of scholarry fieedom in research. The'Political 

and Social rask of the Church' gives a fair account oirr," oung"r,
of Marxism tothe gospel, and a clear statelment of the meaning of the Goipel
to society, and the role of the State. He shows that both co"-rnunir,n lna
capitalism ctn contravene biblical teaching if its moral standards are
ignored. Finally a good chapter on Bible Trarislation returns to the dangers
of modern theories of linguistics and contextualisation. Modern methods
of translation impoverish the 'receptor'language. 

The more titerat approactr
to translation has enriched.many languager, in.luaing our own, in tir" purt,
and should be encouraged.
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Dr Weeks is to be thanked for a book that will guard the unwary student
on many fronts, and will point the way back to a true understanding and
practice of the christian faith.

In spite of the depth and intricacy of the subjects, the book is easy to
read and very clear, and can be appreciated by student and ordinary reader
alike.

w. J. P.

Preaching. Edited S. T. Logan. Evangelical Press. Hardback.
Pp 453. f r0.95.

This is a new symposium by eighteen writers, mostly well-known and
mostly connected with Westminster Theological Seminary.

Dr J. I. Packer writes the Introduction. Effectively he gives the tone of
the whole work - to relate the best in the Reformed tradition to the needs
of the twentieth century. In what follows there is plenty to deepen the would
be preacher's sense of responsibility, to deepen his personal spiritual life
(the Preacher and Piety), and to stretch his understanding. Perhaps some
of the articles lapse into rather technical language at times (the
Phenominology of Preaching, and Hermeneutics and Preaching), but there
is nothing that cannot be sorted out with the aid of a dictionary! Strangely
enough this chapter on Hermeneutics by Hendrik Krabbendam (whose name
is not even mentioned in the mini biography of Contributors), is one that
I think most budding preachers, and others, will greatly benefit from. It
is followed by Donald Macleod's 'Preaching and Systematic Theology',
which is a model of clarity and faithfulness to Bible principles. "The system
of truth elucidates each text. In practice, this is what is meant by the analogy
of faith: 

'The infallible rule of interpretation of Scripture is the Scripture
itself; and therefore, when there is a question about the true and full sense
of any Scripture, it must be searched and known by other passages that
speak more clearly.' (West. Conf.)". Clowney's Preaching Christ from
all the Scriptures, and S. B. Ferguson's, Exegesis, also teach to understand
the Scriptures for what they are, the Word of God. This revelation of Himself
is in the form of His Covenant, rooted in His triune Being. His Promise
is of a new heart, or regeneration; a new record, or justification; and a
new life of sanctification.

The techniques of preaching are equally well put over as sernon structure,
rhetoric, illustration, and application. Then we have Geoffrey Thomas'
timely words on Powerful Preaching, and Peter Vosteen, the American,
on Pastoral Preaching.

This book can be highly recommended for libraries, students, and
ministers of all denominations.

w. J. P.

;
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All things for Good. Thomas Watson. The Banner of Truth Trust.
Pp 125. f1.50.

This well known book by Thomas Watson was first published in 1663.
The original title was'A Divine Cordial'. Both titles seek to point us to
the comforting truths of God's grace. Many people find their troubles a
hindrance to faith and a christian life as they see it. This book helps them
to see things from God's point of view. He rules. He controls all things,
and He guides all things to the fulfillment of His will. If we can see rhis,
(and it is the message of the Bible from beginning to end), it will help us
to accept God's grace and salvation, and to entrust our lives to His will,
and so to serve Him as our slorious Lord.

Like all Puritan writers, W-atson analyses the human emotions, and in
simple straightforward language brings us face to face with Christ. To read
Puritan writings is like making friends with a doctor of the soul. We come
away with christian assurance, which is the last word of this treatise.

w.J.P.

Some tr'avourite Books. John Macleod. The Banner of Truth Trust.
pp 125. f1.50.

Here is a delightful bookby the author of Scottish Theology, Dr. Macleod,
one time Principal of the Free Church College, Edinburgh. This book will
provide an admirable introduction to some of the great treasures of Christian
literature.

Dr. Macleod brings to the attention of his readers twenty two men, who
being dead yet speak through their writings; among them are to be found
Thomas Halyburton, Thomas Boston, Samuel Rutherford and John
Kennedy. Among Englishmen featured in the book are J. C. Ryle and his"Christian Leaders" also Thomas Scott and his "Force of Truth".

We hope the book will have a wide circulation and that through reading
it many will be encouraged to read in greater depth the books mentioned
here.

M. H.

Every Day Evangelism. Gareth Crossley. Evangelical press. pp.249.

Mr Crossley is a family man with pastoral experience in Leicestershire,
Yorkshire, and Wolverhampton. He believes in evangelism, not as restricted
to special efforts, but as an ongoing activity which should be central to the
worship and witness of the whole church. It is motivated by Christ's care
and concern. Predestination is an understandable activity of a sovereign
God. It should be no surprise to us that God is sovereign, but it should
surprise us that God is so gracious. "What kindness, what love, what
compassion, what grace, God shows to his children. Calvary love is so potent
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The Trinitarian
Bible Society

Promotes the circulation of
The Holy Scriptures

ln more than lffi countries
throughout the world the Society
supplies Christian workers with:
BIBLES _ NEW TESTAMENTS

LARGE TYPE SCRIPTURES
GOSPELS - SCRIPTURE

LEAFLETS AND TEXT CARDS
Trustworthy Protestant

translations of the Word of God
without note or comment

In this grcat endeavour the Society
invites the support of all who

revercntU cherish the Bible as the
inspired authoritative and inerrant

Word of God.

The Secretsy,217 Kingston Rd.
london SW19 3NN

The Evangelical library
78A Chiltern Street, London, W'lM 2HB

ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING

and

ANNUAL LECTURE
on

Monday, June Sth, 1989
at 6.00 p.m. at

WESTMINSTER CHAPEL, S.W. 1

Subject of Lecture:
THOMAS CRANMER,

1 489-1  556

Lecturer:
GRAHAM CHEESMAN,
8 . D . .  M . P h i t .  A . L . B . C .

Book Reviews - continued
and unselfish that all other loves pale to insignificant emotions in the light
of it. " Our author bases everything in the Churches life on the pattern of
God's love, and sees in it the inspiration and pattern for evangelistic
outreach. Every page is filled with practical illustration and guidance for
mobilising the church for winsome growth. Every Pastor should have a
copy, and churches should have the subject on committee agenda.

w .  J .  P .

My Life and Books. Reminiscences of S. M. Houghton. The Banner
of Truth Trust. pp 173. U.95.

This is a most interesting book by a man who did much for the Cause
of Christian literature especially in connection with the Banner of Truth
Trust and the Bible League Quarterly.

Your reviewer never met Mr. Houghton but corresponded with him. In
the book he writes appreciatively of the Editor's predecessor in Buxton, the
Rev. Frederick Peacock, who was an outstanding preacher.

The book covers much ground and provides a wonderful survey ofevents.
M. H.


