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Editorial
One of the problems of modern life is how to be adequate for the demands that are

made upon ut. The Bible in not a few places supplies us with strong encouragement and

challenges us to take God at his Word.

The Psalmist assures us that "God is our refuge and strength' a very present help in

trouble". He is no remote or inaccessible deity but a God near at hand and within call

and hearing. In all the perplexities and complications of the human situation He is with

us to help.

Martin Luther was not always on the crest of the wave, fearless as he was in deffing

the ecclesiastical authorities ofthe day. He knew days ofdoubt and discouragement and

darkness. At such times he would say to Melancthon "Come Philip, let us sing the 46th
psalm, God is our refuge and strength..... ". This invariably brought to him a reinforcement

of strength.

A thousand difficulties may be across our path but the Lord is able to bring us through-

God's ability to help ought to be a strong comfort when we are in trouble. He can always

find a way, i{e is never it a loss. God in an amazing fashion triumphs over all opposition.

We are urged to come boldly to the throne of grace that we may obtain mercy and find

grace to trelp in time of need. Make the psalmist's prayer your own' "Lord, be Thou

iry helper" i:0, tO) We should encourage our faith by considering His all sufficiency and

His almighry power, for He is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we can ask

or think.
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f)avid's Resofve
A serrnon by the Editor

"I will bless the Ltrd at all times; His praise shall contirunlly be in my mouth. ,, psalm 34: I.

Here is a spontaneous expression of praise from a thankful heart. David knew the
blessedness of the man whose trust is in the Lord, and here is David's resolve, ..I will
bless the Lord at all times." praise is always fitting; it is never out of season. Do we
not read in another Psalm, "whoso offereth praise glorifieth Me," and yet, if we are
honest, praise is often missing in our own personal devotions. Read again the psalms and
you-will find how praise is often first and foremost. Here is David as trle Uegins this lovely
Psalm giving his resolve to praise and bless the Lord at all times; yes, even under the
most trying and depressing conditions there is always something for which to praise God
and to bless His Name. Now David was not exempt from life'sirials. Indeed his life was
full of strange vicissitudes, loaded with trials; greai mercies, amazing deliverances. signal
honours have been his, but he could also tell of great sorrows, drJadful calamities and
great reverses of fortune. Life was not all easy for David, but this is his resolve whether
things a_re qleTing or painful, whether the sun is shining or the sky is clouded over, he
says, "I will bless the Lord at all times." Is not this something we could take up, and
make David's resolve our own, to bless the Lord at all times? Herels the Christian's resolve,
surely, because we have a loving heavenly Father, one who is in control. and of whom
we car say as a result, "All is well." He makes all things to work together for good.
Yes, the good and the bad, all working together in a perfect pattern. He is in control.
He is a sovereign Lord and all is well.

"Sovereign Ruler of the skies,
Ever gracious, ever wise,

All my times are in Thy hand,
All events at Thy command,"

and if we come to the acceptance of that truth we will be able to take David's resolve
and make it our own, to bless the Lord at all times. Yes, He does not alter: He is still
sovereign. He is still in control. Listen to His word through Malachi, ..I am the Lord,
I change not, therefore, ye sons ofJacob are not consumed." And bless God we read
in the Epistle to the Hebrews that "Jesus christ is the same yesterday, and today, and
for ever" and again in that same chapter, "I will never leave thee noi forsake the", so
that we may boldly say The Lord is my helper and I will not fear what man can do unto
me. " Some Christians are only happy when everything pleases them and when they can
trace God's dealings with them in their lives, but there are others, like David, who-bless
and praise the Lord irrespective of circumstances.

"Through all the changing scenes of life,
In trouble and in joy,

The praises of my God shall still
My heart and tongue employ."

and Divine grace enables us to do what human nature unaided can never do. to bless the
Lord at all times. Do you remember the incident of paul and Silas? They had been
wonderfully used of God. There they were on a great evangelistic outreach of the primitive
Church and you remember how they were put in prison no1 b"cause of anl misdemeanour
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but purely because of their faithfulness to Christ and the Gospel. They had not only been

put in prison but they had been subjected to humiliating and excruciating pain. There they

were in the stocks in the prison at Philippi, what did they do. Sit down and moan? Not

at all. "At midnight Paul and Silas sang praises unto God. " There they were, magnifuing

the Lord at all times. Their joy was unaffected by their circumstances, for "the spirit

of glory and of God rested upon them" in their time of testing.
Well now, to the 34th Psalm, and to notice three things for which David praised God.

First, He praised the Lord for fears banished.
"I sought the Lord and He heard me and delivered me from all my fears." v.4. Will

you notice the word "all" and if you go carefully through the Psalm you will find this

is one of the Psalmist's favourite words. It occurs six times in Psalm 34. And here he

says ' 'The Lord delivered me from all my fears. ' ' Now David had his fears. Most people

have fear at some time or other. David does not say what his fears are. Reading the Psalm

we can gather they were not a few. They were indeed many.
tVtanyloday are fearful and overwrought and fear does untold harm. It can rob us of

sleep; it can affect the mind that we cannot think properly, it can affect us in so many

ways, and how often you hear someone say something like this, "If I could only get rid

of my fears, I would be the happiest person in the world." What has the Bible to say

about this? It says that it is possible to be released and delivered from our fears. This

was David's experience, the Lord delivered him from his fears. What about Psalm 27?

It begins, "The Lord is my light and my salvation, whom shall I fear? The Lord is the

strength of my life, of whom shall I be afraid?" Almost 100 years ago Bishop James

Hannington, who was first Bishop of Eastern Equatorial Africa, a man who died a martyr's

death, and the day before his death he wrote in his Journal, "Almost overcome, but greatly

comforted by Psalm 27 v.l . "The Lord is my light and my salvation, whom shall I fear?"

That was the testimony of a man who was called to put these words to the test. Here is

David's testimony "I besought the Lord and He delivered me from all my fears."

What is your fear? Is it the fear of living. Doctors say that there is an anxiety neurosis

gripping hlarts and minds today as never before, the fear of living. or is it the fear of

itre untnown? When we look around and turn on the radio or the television or you pick

up the newspaper, there is nothing but depressing news, and we say "What does the future

hold?"
"Peace, perfect peace, the future all unknown?"

Question mark - The answer -
"Jesus we know and He is on the Throne."

Take that thought with you tonight and your visit to Church will not have been in vain.

Or is your fear one of failing, of old age, or being unable to cope and unable to manage?
Well, whatever your fear, Jesus is able to banish it. What did David do when he was
gripped with fear; "I sought the Lord and He heard me." Look again at v.6 "This poor

man cried and the Lord heard him and saved him out of all his troubles." Yes, he was

afflicted, he was crushed but he besought the Lord, and David dwells on this grand fact

of being heard in the hour of need, Yes, he had been in many a tight corner, beset by

overwhelming fear, but he found deliverance. The Lord can handle our complex situation,
He can meet our need as He met David's and he can do for us what we can never do

for ourselves. He can bring release into our lives He can bring a joy and a peace and
a stability never known before. Have you ever noticed how frequently in the Gospels our
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Lord says to one and another, "Fear not." To my mind it is most illuminating-and
instructive that as the Gospel opens you have two great declarations of "Fear not.; The
word to zachaias, "Fear not, thy prayer is heard" and the word to Mary '.Fear not,
Mary; for thou hast found favour with God, " and that sets the tone of the whole Gospel,"Fear not. " Listen to the message that was given to Isaiah to proclaim, "strengtherrthe
weak hands, confirm the feeble knees, say to them that are of a fearful heart, '.Be strong
fear not."

This was the first blessing, then, that David had to recount,fears banished.

Second - Prayers answered.
Look again at v.6. "This poor man cried and the Lord heard him and saved him out

of all his trouble." Now these words fit many an episode in David's eventful life. He
had often been in great trouble. He was often in an ovirwhelming sense of need, but here
is his testimony, "This poor man cried and the Lord heard him." you know. he was
literally poor. On many occasions he was in reduced circumstances. He had no home of
his own. His life was continually being sought by Saul. He was hunted from one place
to another, and no-one reading the record of David's life could doubt that he had many
troubles. He was a fugitive. He was forced to flee, but the Lord took care of him and
preserved him out of all his troubles. Poor though he felt himself to be, he felt that the
Lord would graciously listen to his prayer. "This poor man cried and the Lord heard
him. " It reminds us of Psalm 130, "out of the depths have I cried unto Thee" and what
about that great word in Hebrews 5:7 of our Lord Jesus Christ, "who in the days of His
flesh when He had offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying and tiars unto
Him Who was able to save Him from death and was heard in that he feared" "With strong
crying and tears" - if the Saviour of mankind had need to pray with strong crying and
tears what about ourselves?

Here is David on his knees. "This poor man cried and the Lord heard him." He was
a wise man, was David, to pray. Isn't it amazing how many professing Christians when
they face trials and testings try to deal with them in their own strength. A man must
recognise his need before God before he will receive help from God. But with all the
promises that God has given us isn't it strange that we grope around and we try this that
and the other instead of putting the whole thing into His hands and to wait His time to
provide the solution or the enabling. "This poor man cried and the Lord heard him."

"Oh what peace we often forfeit
Oh what needless pains we bear

All because we do not carry
Everything to God in prayer."

Have you a burden tonight? If you have, commit it to the Lord. what about psalm 50?
There is God's gracious invitation "Call upon Me in the day of trouble" and here is His
personal promise "And I will deliver thee. " If it is a day of trouble take up this text and
ask the Lord to honour it. what about Psalm 55? "Cast thy burden upon the Lord" and
Peter taking up those words in a slightly different form in his first Letter says "Casting

all your care upon Him for He careth for you," and, make no mistake, victory is sure
however bewildering our present path. Exemption from affliction is never promised but
deliverance is and we have the promise that whatever our burdens and trials and perplexities
they will never overcome us however trying they may be. This is the second blessing for
which David praised God. Fears banished - prayers answered.

**-#
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Third - Needs SuPPlied.

Look at v.9 "Oh fear the Lord ye His saints for there is no want to them that fear Him. "

Needs supplied. what about Psalm 23? "The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want"'

What about Psalm 84? "The Lord will give grace and glory and no good thing will He

withold from them that walk uprightly." What about that great text in Philippians 4:19,
"For my God shall supply atl youineeO according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus"?

Oh He may not give luiuries but He binds Himself to supply our necessities' Money,

whims, fancies -uy go ungratifred but all real wants will be supplied. Notice the next

verse, v.l0 where David says "Even the young lions do lack and suffer hunger: but they

that seek the Lord shall not want any good thing. " Almost at the end of our Lord's ministry

and life He put this searching question to the disciples, "When I sent you without purse

or scrip ot th*t lacked ye anything?" "And they said, Nothing. " That was their testimony,

and I venture to say it is the iestimony of not a few of us. We have lacked nothing' V' 10
"they who seek the Lord shall not want any good thing. " If we come-to Him in the right

attitude, if we come to Him in prayer and in His own words, say, "Give us this day our

daily biead," there is no needio Le anxious about temporal wants. v.15' "The eyes of

the Lord are upon the righteous and His ears are open unto their cry." He sees them and

their needs und lirt"ns toih"ir prayers. He displays His power on their behalf and Christians

surely have strong ground for confidence and the Lord never fails His people.

Fears banished. Prayers answered, Needs supplied.
Does not this furnish us with confidence as we face the future? What the Lord was to

David He will be to us. He is the unfailing God. He never alters. He never changes. He

will fulfil His own pledged Word.
But what is to be ou, ."rp-onr"? Notice v.8 "Oh taste and see that the lord is good. Bles_sed

is the man that trustethln Him." Here we are invited, as it were, yet again to put God

to the test, to make the experiment, and to remember that an ounce of personal experience

is worth a ton of borrowed theology, however good it may be'

So we are called not to speculate, but to commit ourselves to Him, "to taste and see

that the Lord indeed is good" and have this as our testimony, "Blessed is the man that

trusteth in Him."
"Oh make but trial of His love

Experience will decide
How blessed are theY and onlY theY

Who in his truth confide."

Here is the testimony of David, "I wil l bless the Lord at all t imes. His praise shall

continually be in my mouth."

Never was faithful prayer lost. Some prayers have a longer voyage than

others, but then they-return with their richer lading at last, so that the praying

soul is a gainer by waiting for an answer.
William Gurnall.
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For Younger Readers € l

Carine Mackenzie

Waves of the sea

what do you like best when you spend a day at the sea-side? Digging in the sand perhaps,
or exploring the rock pools, or paddling in the sea. What a ruon-J".frrt sight to watctr itre
*1-"t - sometimes lapping the shore - at other times pounding the rocks viith great power.

Thj w_or{ of God speaks to us about the waves oi the sei. God tells us 
*rhro;gh 

the
prophet Isaiah that if we pay attention to his commands then our righteousness would be
like the waves of the sea.

The waves of the sea cover everything. High mountains and ravines, we are told, are
hidden underneath the sea. The righteouinesJgiven to us by Jesus Christ, covers all our
sins. God has promised to remember them no more. No matter how deep and serious
our sins may be, this righteousness is able to cover them all.

The waves of the sea wash the shore. The stones or sand or driftwood lying on the shore
are-washed quite clean by the action of the waves. The righteousness of Jesus 

-Christ 
washes

us from our sin. David's prayer for forgiveness for his sin was "Wash me and I shall
be whiter than snow."

Have you ever tried counting the waves? It is quite difficult, even impossible. They
come tumbling in, one after the other - splitting up or merging together. you would
soon lose count. The righteousness of Christ to us us infinite. Wercannot measure it. His
greatness no one can fathom.

The waves are powerful. Huge liners are carried along by them. If a rarge ship lost
engine power' the waves would soon carry the boat a grJat dirtunc". The rilhteousness
of Christ has power to move us, and to affect our lives. We should thank God for his
power in our lives. Paul said, "I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me."
He was not boasting in his own strength. He knew that without God he could do
nothing.

The waves of the sea carry things to the shore. If you walk along the beach you will
see bits of fishing nets or.ftsh boxes or petrol cans that Lave fallen offhshing boats perhaps
many miles away' The righteousness of Christ will carry every believet tif"ly to^heaven
at last. It is the safe harbour for them at the end of the journey.

PUZZLE
Fill in the missing words:-

1. He leads me in the of righteousness. psalm 23.3.

?. Fgt you who fear my name, the of righteousness will rise with healing in
its wings. Malachi 4.2.

3. Blessed are those who ---- and ---- for righteousness, for they will be
filled. Matthew 5.6.

. -4; i .  : , . r ' -
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4. Put on the whole armour of God.......... with the ---- of righteousness Ephesians

6 .13  &  14 .

5. Now there is laid up for me a ----- of righteousness which the Lord the righteous
judge shall give me. 2 Timothy 4.8.

6. Quicken me ----- in thy righteousness. Psalm 119.40.

7. He who sows righteousness, reaps a sure -----. Proverbs 11'18.

8. As Paul reasoned on righteousness, temperance and judgement to come, ---- was
afraid. Acts 24.25.

9. This is the name by which he will be called: The ----- Our Righteousness. Jeremiah

23 .6 .

True Puritanism
Basil Brown (Camborne, Cornwall)

The Substance ofa paper given at the launching of "Shining Faces", October 1990.

Shining Faces is a truly splendid production and a masterly piece of local history and
a significant contribution to Puritan Studies.

On reading Shining Faces we shall find that the Janeways were quiet, unpretentious
people and there were many like them but there were examples of true Puritanism also
:rmong some of the outstanding figures of the time, great men who towered over the political

vicissitudes and turmoil of the lTth Century, men like John Hampden, Richard Baxter

and John Milton and of course that body of faithful, godly men who come under the title
"the Puritan Divines". Nor must we forget that inimitable writer, in a category of his

own, John Bunyan.
Take Richard Baxter, for instance. He was described by Macaulay as "one of the best

men of his time, eminent not only for his piety and his fervid devotional eloquence, but
for his moderation, his knowledge of political affairs, and his skill in judging of characters".
Baxter was offered a Bishopric when he was only a Deacon but he did not accept it. His
name lives on because of his famous devotional treatise "The Saints' Everlasting Rest"
and for his hymns. In that book he paid a tribute to the character of John Hampden when
he wrote that one of the pleasures he hoped to enjoy in heaven was the society of
Hampden.

The Puritan Divines, of whom more later, numbered in their ranks the kind of clergy
both nonconformist and of the established Church who did not leave their posts during
the great Plague but remained to minister to the dying and the bereaved during that terrible
time. They were not place seekers and they were not time-servers. As noted in "Shining

Faces" James and Abraham Janeway were found among such men.
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It whs-mainly the extremists among the Parliamentarians who gave the Puritans a
bad name. The repressive legislation of the Long Parliament, made the whole body of
Puritans unpopular and caused them to be regarded with distaste. It was unfortunate
for the true Puritans that the polarisation between Royalist and Parliamentarian meant
that the whole Parliamentary or protestant or anti-Royalist cause was often termed
puritan, whereas it comprised many elements that were not puritan in the true sense at
all. There were also free thinkers and those who were not particularly religious but
were on the Parliamentary side because they saw political and financial advantage.
There were also the opportunists who jumped on the band-wagon and aped the
religious attitudes and phraseology of some of the Puritans. Their obvious hypocrisy
caused all Puritans to be regarded with scepticism. And then there was the hatred of
the permissive and criminal for those who tried to protect society by restraining the
worst excesses of wickedness. This burst out in full force at the Restoration when the
licentiousness, debauchery, cynicism and lewdness of the Court and stage practically
obliterated the qualities of innocence and purity from society. Admittedly the Long
Parliament was influenced by the intolerant; admittedly there was a censorious streak
in the Parliamentary party; but we must not forget the enmity of the vicious against
those who try to curb lust and corruption. We have only to look, in our own day, at
the hostility of the pornographer towards, say, Mrs Mary Whitehouse and the anger
of the lager lout or the organiser of acid house parties against the Police, to see how
this works. As Macaulay remarked: "the austerity of the Puritan manners drove most
of the gay and dissolute youth to the royal standard".

The true Puritans should not be judged by the abuse of the malevolent, nor by the cranks,
the bigots and extremists and the unfavourable opinions they attracted. The true Puritans
were men and women of Christian character and conviction. They were not confined to
any one party but were to be found among the Nonconformists both Presbyterian,
Independent and Baptist, as well as in the National Church. The Janeways provide
examples. John, the first in the line (1536-1619), was Vicar of Manuden and in spite of
his Puritan leanings was allowed to remain in his living for 55 years. James and Abraham,
again men with a Puritan outlook, had to maintain their ministries in meeting houses and
private chapels often at great risk, while Joseph (1642-1678) was able to minister within
the Established Church and was Vicar of Streatley from 1670 until the time of his early
death.

So what were the distinguishing marks of the true Puritan? It was not primarily a question
of Church order or liturgy although they loved a simple form of worship. It was something
more fundamental than that. Basically it was the carrying on of the work of the Reformation.
There were those who felt that the Reformation had not gone far enough and there were
those who resisted any attempt, as by Archbishop Laud to undo it. This was the guiding
principle of the Puritan Divines. They were Bible men and they were Gospel men. Their
preaching and teaching was Bible-based and Christ-centred. Their religion was spiritual,
Their life-style was simple. Their theology was Calvinistic in so far as Calvinism as a
system was compatible with the Word of God. It was Calvinistic in a sense that the 39
Articles are Calvinistic rather than Lutheran. The Puritans were in the Evangelical
Succession of pure New Testament Christianity which can be traced through the Early
Fathers, Augustine, Anselm, the hllards, the Reformers, the Puritans and the lSth Century
Evangelical Revival of Wesley and Whitfield. They were men of learning, many with
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a University education. Emmanuel College, Cambridge, had a reputation as a centre of

Puritan teaching but there was a strong Puritan influence in other colleges at both Oxford

and Cambridge as the history of the Janeways bears witness. Their studies included the

Classics, Rabbinical literature and often European languages but their chief study was

the Bible as being the Word of God. Their output was prolific both in Sermons and Bible

Commentaries. Supreme importance was attached to preaching and Bible exposition because

the Puritans believed in the inculcating of sound doctrine to produce Christian character

and orthodox, balanced Christian faith. In this they differed from the Quakers and the

non-conformist fringe sects who believed in the direct communication by the Holy Spirit

to the human mind and praised subjective experience. The Puritans did not despise spiritual

experience but they saw the danger of attributing any whim or fancy to the voice of God

and so they relied upon Holy Scripture to be a check and reference point to test what might

be random thoughts, wishful thinking or sheer imagination. Today the Puritan Divines

would be found among the Bible teachers rather than the charismatics. Their industry was

staggering. Joseph Ciryl produced a twelve volume quarto commentary on the Book of

lob.-Daniel Rogirs wrote 898 folio pages on Naaman - "large enough to have loaded

one of Naaman's mules" remarked C.H. Spurgeon. John Collinges wrote 909 quarto pages

on chapter one of the Song of Solomon. Exhaustive works of theology came from Puritan

pens: John Owen on the Holy Spirit, Stephen Charnock on the Existence and Attributes

of CoO. Others produced devotional works like The Bruised Reed by Richard Sibbes'

Edward Reynoldi, Bishop of Norwich, wrote a book on Psalm I l0 but he should chiefly

be revered for one of the brightest gems in the Book of Common Prayer so wantonly ignored

today, that is, the General Thanksgiving.

Many volumes of the Puritan Divines were reprinted in the middle of the last century.

They rLmain a lasting memorial and would fill a library. There was a revival of Puritan

Studies some thirty years ago centred on the Westminster Chapel and led by Dr. Martyn

Lloyd Jones. As a result many Puritan works were reprinted by the Banner of Truth Trust

andsome are still in print. The wholesome, salutary influence of the Puritan Divines still

lingers on and their guide-lines are still followed. James Janeway was one of those whose

*oiks *ere reprinted in the last century. He is probably the best known of the Janeways

among studenis of the Puritans, not least for his A Token for Children All these great

men, i'the most remarkable body of men, perhaps, which the world has ever produced"

according to Macaulay, should be remembered for their quiet Christian lives and example.

Among iirem the Janeways take an honourable place, dogged as they were by physical

frailtylue to the scourge of consumption. This last factor may well account for the almost

etherLal nature oftheir devotional lives and here I am thinking especially ofJohn the subject

of James's memoir Invisible Realities.

I close with a quotation from Macaulay's Essay on Milton:
"The Puritans were men whose minds had derived a peculiar character from the daily

contemplation of superior beings and eternal interests. Not content with acknowledging

in geneial terms, an overruling Providence, they habitually ascribed every event to the

will of the Great Being, for whose power nothing was too vast, for whose inspection nothing

was too minute. To know him, to serve him, to enjoy him, was with them the great end

of existence."

Note. A review of Shining Faces appears in our Book Reviews.
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Flowers
L. G. Fothergill (Kingscott, Devon)

Flowers are some of the most lovely things of God's creation. How diverse they are
in c,olour, size, shape and scent, whether wild or cultivated, each acceptable, in iheir
perfection, serenity and resplendent beauty. The statement, "and God saw that everything
that He had made, and behold, it was very good", certainly applies to flowers. Stud!
them in detail or 'en mass' - they are wonderfully made.

Flowers....and Ourselves

Flowers are brought into the world by God for a purpose - to beautiff the earth,
glorify God and gladden the heart of man, they have rirany uses. "For of Him ind through
Him and for Him are all things". "For thy pleasure they are and were created"......we
are God's w-orkmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works which God prepared
in advance for us to do".

Flowers have their own peculiar requirements - to flourish they need to be in the
right position and to enjoy the right soil - no flower can exist without water and light.
Jesus, the Master-Gardener, said "without Me ye can do nothing" and He provides our
every need.

Flowers are so fragile - They are susceptible to heat, for they so easily droop, flag
and wilt, - to cold, from frost and draughts, - to drought and disease, - to baitering
by wind and rain. How well we know it. We are "Frail children of dust and feeble ai
frail", yet let us never forget - "He knows our frame; He remembers that we are dust".
But more than this, He cares for us and we are kept by the power of God. If God cares
for the flowers of the field, how much more will He care lor us? Let each one say to
himself, "it matters to Him about me". He cares for each individual flower in His
garden.

Flowers have greater impact 'en-masse'. The blaze of colour of the wild heather,
bluebells or primroses in the countryside, or daffodils, tulips or roses in park or garden,
captivate the eye... God loves a petition signed by many. How real is the witness of a
united christian family.

Flowers have a lifeepan - All too soon they loose their fragrance and die. We ourselves
are not here for ever. we are strangers and pilgrims passing through. "So teach us to
number our days that we may apply our hearts to wisdom.;'

Flowers have a sense of direction - They face the light for growth, opening their
petals to the warm sunshine and turn away from the searing wind. The true ahild of CoO"turns his eyes upon Jesus and looks full in His wonderful face, so that things of this
world grow strangely dim in the light of His glory and grace."

I
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The character and occupation of the
High Priest
Robert MurraY M'CheYne

,,Now of the things which we have spoken this is the sum: we have such an hig.h piest"-

who is set on thi right hand of the^throne of the Maiesty in the he,avens; a minister of

the sanctuary, and"of the trui tabernacle, which the Inrd pitched, and not man." -

Hebrews 8:1,2.

In these words, the apostle returns to the main aim of his epistle, "we have such an

frilft prle.t", etc. Brethren, this is the sum of the Epistle to-the Hebrews - this is the

cnief oUiect of the Bible - to show you the work, the beauty, the glory and the excellency

oftnis nign priest. Brethren, this is ihe sum ofyour belief. It is good to know other things;

but the tiuh tfting is to know that we have "such an high priest, who is set on the right

hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens. ' ' Let us observe three things from these

words:-

I. First of all, THE CHARACTER OF THE HIGH PRIEST. What a deal of meaning

we have sometimes contained in a little word. "We have SUCH an high priest'" That

little word .'such", expresses all that the apostle was speaking about christ. If a Jew were

speaking of Aaron his priest, he would describe his garments for glory and beauty, and

trir Ur"uSpfut", on whth were the names of the children of Israel, and then he would

*y, ;.Su"i un 
't 

igtr priest became us. " Now, this is what Paul does in the seven previous

"tr'upt".r of his efistie - he describes Christ. And just look at the character of the One

he has gone over.
First - in the first chapter, he went over His GODHEAD. He is the Son - the brightness

of his Father's glory, -a trr" express image of his perso-n. He is better than the angels

- ;tf *t" ungeis *o..hip him." i'Thy thton", o God, is for ever and ever," "And thou,

Lord, in the biginning, hast laid the foundation of the earth, and the heavens are the works

of thine handsJ'Thii is the One who purged away our sins by the sacrifice of himself'

This is he that now PraYS for us!
Secondly - think igain of his MANHOOD. This is spoken of in the second chapter'

..Thou madest frim a iittte lower than the angels; thou crownedst him with glory and

honour." 
..For as much then as the childrenire partakers of flesh and blood, he also

himself likewise took part of the same. " "He tooli not on him the nature of angels; but

he took on him the seed of Abraham. Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made

like unto his brethren." This is the high priest that went in within the veil for us'

it iroty - think of his C9MPA5SI6N. Paul speaks of this in the fourth chapter' "For

we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feelings of our infirmities;

but was in all poinis timpted like as we are, yet without sin." He was "taken from among

men;" he was one "wht can have compassion on the ignorant, and on them that are out

of the way." He went through a deeper line of sorrow than ever we are called to go'

Fourthly - think of his Cit-L TOHIS OFFICE. This is mentioned in the fifth and

the sevenih chapters. 
"So also, Christ glorified not himself to be made an high priest;
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but he that said unto.him, Thou art my Son, today have I begotten thee.', ..For thosepriests were made without an oath, but this with an oath by t i- iftui ruio unto him... Thouart a priest forever, after the order of Melnizedec." we have sucH an high priest _
one whom God chose - ..mine elect, in whom my soul delighteth.,,

Fifthly - thinkagainof his woRK. This is not fully."nti-"a-unti l later, butyouwill.see. something of it in the first chapter, and in the ntrr - ..who can have compassion
on the ignorant and on them that are out of the way,,, etc.

Sixthly - think of his ETERNITY. This is mentioned over and over again in the seventhchapter. "without father, without mother, without descent, hu";;;"ither beginning ofdays nor end of life' but made like unto rhe son of God,;bid"rh? prlest continually.,,
And. then again - "Th".y truly_ were many priests, because they rriere not suffered tocontinue by reason ofdeath; but this man, beiause he continueth "u"r, huth an unchangeabiepriesthood. "

- Seventhly' and last of all - think of his HOLINESS. This is mentioned in rhe seventhchapter. "Such an high priest became us, who rl holy, harmless, undefiled, ,"purut" rro-
:iln:^: and made higher than the heavens." This is ti," higtpii"ri rhar we now have;this is the sum of the whole Epistle to the Hebrews; this is theium of our whole preaching;
thil 

1-s-1he sum of your peace, your joy, your hope. If you can say this in lif-e, and at death- "we have such an high priestt' - all heil cannot deprive y.u "r it.

II. Secondly, let me speak of, THE pLAcE oF TIm HIGH PRIEST."We have such an high priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majestyin the heavens."

. There are three places.in this epistle where Christ is spoken of as sitting at the Father,s
right hand. The first is in the firitchapter, third verse, .,who, i"i"g rr," brightness ofhis glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word ofhis power, when he had by himself purged our sins, iat dow-n on the right hand of the
\t -ajegtr on high. " It was after he had purged away our sins that he sat down on his Father,s
right hand. The second is in the tenthihapter, eleventh verse, "And every priest standeth
daily ministering, and offering oftentimei the same sacrifices, which can never take away
sins' But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on theright hand of God. " The third is in the passage before us, ..we have such an high priest,
who is set in the right hand of the throne of tf,e Majesty in the heavens.', There are threethings to be learned from this.

First. The perfection of Christ's atonement. When the high priest had slain the lamb,
and gone in with its blood in to the holiest of all, he srood; but-ir was different with Chrisij
for when he had offered his sacrifice, he went in and sat down for ever at his Father,s
right hand. He said when he was on earth, "I have finished the work which thou gavest
me to do.' ' If he had 1o!,by his one offering, purged away our sins, he had never satdown at the Father's right hand: he would travi uJen sent back to finish the work.

Secondly. It teaches us how dear he is to the Father. The right trano is the place ofhonour. You remember it is the place where Solomon placed irlr 
-motfre., 

Bath-sheba; herose up and bowed to her and placed her at his right iand. It is the place of affection;
so those of you who are Christ's will sit with him on his throne.

Thirdly' That all power is given to Christ. The right hand is the place of power. Christsaid, when he stood before the high priest, "Hereaftei you shall ,." th. Son of Man sittingon the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heauen. ,' If christ has all power,

I
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then, he shall not let me and you perish. The winds and waves mhy dash against the barque,

but it cannot sink, for Christ is in it!

III. HIS OCCUPATION. Verse 2 - "A minister of the sanctuary, and of the true

Tabernacle, which the lord pitched, and not man." When Christ ascended up on high,
he entered into his rest, but he did not rest from his work - he is a minister still. When
he was on earth he was a minister - he is the same still. Some of you will say, "What

does he do?"
First - He appears in the presence of God for us. When you sin, or when Satan

accuses you, he appears for you; he is a minister of the true Tabernacle.
Secondly - He receives our prayers. He goes round the church to receive the prayers

of every praying soul.
Thirdly - He offers up our hoty gifts. Just as Aaron offered up all the gifts of Israel,

so Christ, our better Aaron, offers up our gifts. He is minister of the true Tabernacle.
Fourthly - And then, last of all, He prays for us. Just as Aaron had on his breastplate

jewels, on which were engraved the names of the children of Israel, so is it with Christ
- our names he bears on his heart. When Satan desires to have you, that he may sift
you as wheat. Christ is praying for you, that your faith fail not. This is the sum of saving

knowledge. Brethren, can you say, "I have such an high priest?" Ifyou can, do not take

up your mind about anything else. And unto all I would say, no man cometh unto the

Father but by Jesus. May the Lord bless his wordl Amen.

A False Step
Malcolm Jones (Crockenhill, Swanley, Kent)

G e n e s i s 1 6 : 1 - 1 6 .

When we read chapter 22 openingup with the words "After these things, God did tempt
Abraham" we must not go away with the idea that this was something new.

As He does with us, God tested Abram's faith on more than one occasion, and it may

be strangely encouraging to us to see that whilst Abram's faith triumphed magnificently
in chapter 22,hefell flat on his face here in chapter 16. We might recoil from this chapter,
finding it unbelievable that such a great man of faith could come down like this. If so,
our study will be a valuable exercise in not putting our confidence in man but in the living
God, for the best of men are only men at their best.

Had we lived in those far off days we would not be so shocked at the procedure these
three adopted to get a son to inherit the estate. "The Nuzi tablets from Mesopotamia tell
us that if a wife were unable to have a child she could choose to give her maid to her
husband, so that she might produce the heir for her. The child would be legally recognised
as the couple's child and heir unless and until they subsequently had a child oftheir own."
(D.J.) So what Sarah suggested here would not offend the conventions of the day.

The test to their faith was two-fold. Sarai was barren and time was fast running out.
Ten years had gone by since the Lord brought them to Canaan and promised them a son,
and ten years is a very long time to wait, and it would seem that patience gave way to
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panic, and when panic takes over we do things which we would nev'er do in our more
rational moments. Perhaps patience is one of the severest tests we have to face. God makes
great promises to us and then postpones them until we feel we can bear it no longer and
we resort to our own methods of bringing those promises about.

In Sarai's case it was the consuming desire for natural children. It would be great to
think that our consuming desire is for spiritual children - children which, like Sarai's,
can-only be born supernaturally. How tempting it is, when results are not quickly
forthcoming, to bring in a Hagar.

. God has arranged things in such a way that faith eomes from hearing the message, and
the message is heard through the Word of Christ. Romans l0:17. Those God saves are"born again not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the Word of God which liveth
and abideth forever." I peter l:23. "of His own will-begat He us with the word of
truth. " James I:18. But what happens when the word of truth is not achieving this (I am
assuming now that we are taking that word of truth to those who are dead u-nO noi ;urtpreaching it to ourselves). But if we are sowing the seed in the field, which is the world
and there is little or no indication of new life springing up, what ii the temptation? Is
it not to replace Sarai with Hagar - find alternaiiu"i"Jal ind this, of course, is going
on all the time and children are being produced, but children to whom? But fi;din;
alternative seed is far less humbling than facing up to the facts.

What were the facts in Genesis 16? "Now Sarai's Abram's wife bare him no children. "
v.l. How did she account for that? "Sarai said to Abram, Behold now, the Lord hath
restrained me from bearing. " Looking back in hindsight, that seems to be a fair conclusion
to draw. But if that is what she really believed, whit is the first thing she should have
done? Not say, "Go in unto-my maid; it may be that I may obtain children by her. " Her
first thing, if she believed what she said, should have been to go to the Lord and ask why
He had kept her from having children.

I wonder if we do that. I wonder if we ever get so up tight as Sarai did about our lack
of spiritual children and actually ask God whyi lerhapr ni" u." not too worrred whether
we have them or not. They do cause a disturbance after all. They do so upset the routine
we have settled into- But, whether we are desperately yearning for spiritual children like
S-a1a]' or smugly content in our comfortable rut, none of us are able to produce spiritual
children. Paul laboured and travailed over the Galatians. He sowed at borinth, Apollos
watered, but only God could make it grow.

But if there had been no harvest, thJre would be no point changing the seed. Neither
arid traditionalism or exciting novelties can produce children ofGoJ. ih"y u.. born, ,.not
of corruptible seed but of incorruptible, uy ttre word of God.', But instead of turning
t9 G_9d to fulfil His promise, Sarai proposed a subslitute. That is something *" ry1urt n"u"-.
do' She had an Egyptian maidservant, another sad result of Abram's former misdemeanour.
So shedecided to experiment with her. Abram sadly agreed ro what Sarai said. His position
throughout the chapter is one of regrettable failure toheet his responsibilities, bui he had
probably reached the point where he would agree to anything foia quiet life. And so the
Egyptian was used by Sarai for her own ends and Sarai gol what ,h" *unt"d but what
a heavy price she paid! She had calcurated that her slave would be a,.mere passive
instrument" in her hand; that she would produce a child for her and then return^ to her
normal r6le of a slave - relinquishing all rights over the child. But Hagar was a human
being. She had maternal instincts as strong ai Sarai's, and, more than tliat, she had been
able to do what her mistress couldn't. Stre traO conceived a child. And, as soon as she

t
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was aware of that, she began to despise her mistress. What a tremendous warning Hagar

is to all who are temptedio use oth;rs to satisfy their own desires or purposes. Not that

Sarai accepted any reiponsibility for this inevitable situation. Verse 5 tells us that she prrt

the blame fairly and squarely on Abram's shoulders. He had obviously had enough and

so, instead of acting like a iesponsible husband, he washed his hands of it all and told

Sarai she could do what she hled with Hagar. And she made her maidservant's life so

intolerable that Hagar fled from her. No doubt Sarai thought that was the end of the whole

nasty episode. SnJnaa got rid of Hagar in an extremely cruel way and that was the end

of that.-But it was not, und it n"u". is when we treat people as Sarai treated Hagar' Hagar

would return and the son would be born in Abram and Sarai's household and for another

13 years Sarai would have to watch that child grow and develop, while she remained

childless. Nor would that be the end of her sorrows that resulted from this wrong action

on her part. For the domestic actions which took place in that home at that time are still

having iheir effects in the world today, for it is "to Ishmael, the son of Abram, the Arab

tribeslre proud to trace their pedigiee. Through him they_ claim Abram as their father

and affirmihat they are his trueit representatives, the sons of the firstborn. In Mohammed,

the Arabian, they see the fulfilment of the blessing of Abram, and have succeeded in

persuading a large part of the world to believe with them" (M.D.) "Whatsoever is not

of faith is sin" Romans 14: 23 and brings plenty more sin with it to try and cope with

the results of its own indiscretion. There is a great need to wait patiently ;e1 fte T'ord'

His word cannot fail. His promises are sure. Ri Ue has said He will do in His time. Sarai

only added sorrow to sorrow by taking the matter out of God's hands.

THE GRACE OF GOD vs. 7-16.
If her attitude to her slave was heartless and cruel, if she could dismiss her without

any ripple of conscience, there is a God in heaven who would not stand by and watch

the misery of the outcast Egyptian. Verse 7 puts it delightfully when it says, "And the

angel of tire Lord found hei6y a fountain of water in the wilderness'" It seems to have

all"the imagery of the Good Shepherd searching for His sheep and not giving rrp until

He finds it. It is as though He had gone on a search personally to locate missing Hagar'

Truly "the heart of the Eternal is most wonderfully kind'"

The angel entered into a conversation with Hagar. It was a staggering thing !n H_agar's

mind, as ie shall see later. This apparent stranger met her on her journey and said, "Hagar,

Sarai's maid, whence camest thou?" How could this person know who she was and what

her situation if life was? If he knew all that it was clear his questions were intended to

impress on Hagar's mind exactly what she was doing. She was running away from her

mistress. That is almost n"u", u good solution. After all, where would she find shelter

in Egypt? She had probably been the slave of a Pharaoh there'
"i"iu.n to thy mistress, and submit thyself under her hands." And then the angel put

his finger on the real sore. Sarai's crueliy had been aroused because Hagar herself had

set herself above her mistress. That does not excuse Sarai, but it does explain her fierce

reactions.
But was not the angel demanding rather a lot of Hagar? Well, if that was all the angel

had to say there was not much incintive to return. But at v.l0 the angel added, "I will

multiply itry seed exceedingly, that it shall not be numbered for multitude'" The angel

also said to her, v.tt, "Beiold, thou art with child, and shalt bear a son, and shalt call

his name Ishmael, because the l-ord hath heard thy affliction." Oh what a God He is!
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The-grief of an Egyptianslave wrung out in a hostile desert is heard by the God of heaven.
He knew she was with child. He knew that child was male. He determined the name theboy was to be given. He described the character the boy woula Aispiay when he was fullgrown. "He will be a wild man; his hand will be against "u".y -uo, and every man,shand against him; and he shall dwell in the presence of all hii brethren.,,v.12.

Now who can the angel be who met with Hagar, who knew her name and circumstances
and made such great promises to her? Look at v.13. "And she called the name of theLord that spake unto her, Thou God seest me: for she said, Have t also here looked after
Him that seeth me?"

This is the first time, but it will not be the last time, we meet with this angel of the
['ord who leaves the solid impression that He is no less than Jehovah - the eternal God- Himself. Hagar had no doubt as to His identity, for not only diJ He know all about
l:.,,.1* 

He promised in verse l0 to do what only God can do, for He only is rhe Giver
oI lr le.

The second time the angel appears is in ch.2l and it is to Hagar again and once more
the angel and God are inseparable. Look at verses 17-18. "And God heard the voice of
4: Fo: and the angel of the Lord called to Hagar out of heaven, and said unto her, what
a.ileth thee, Hagar? Fear not, for God hath heard the voice of the lad where he is. Arise,
lift up the lad, and hord him in thy hand; for I will make him u gr"u, narion.,,

In chapter 18 the expression "angel of the Lord" is not used, b"ut a similar situation
applies. The chapter opens up by saying that "The Lord appearei to Abru,n in the plains
of Mamre; and he sat in the tent door in the heat of the day, And he lift up his "y", unJ
looked, and, lo, three men stood by him. " Now two of theie men departed, as v.22 tells
us,  "andwent towardsodom,"  

andthosemenaredescr ibedinch.  19: I  as. . twoangels. ' ,
(Angels made themselves visible as human males). But the third angel who remained with
Abram for a while was none less than the Lord again. v.33 of ch.lE says, ..And the Lord
went His way' as soon as He had left communirig with Abraham: and Abraham returned
unto his place."

The whole conversation had gone on between Abram and the Lord. Chapte r 22 relates
another appearance of the angel of the Lord to Abraham; this time to prevent Abram from
slaying Isaac. But, notice the angel's words in vs.ll & 12.'lAnd the angel of the Lord called unto him out of heaven, and said, Abraham, Abraham:
and he said, Here am I. And he said, Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou
anything unto him: for now I know that thou fearest God, sieing thou hast not withheld
thy son, thine only son, from Me."

Jacob is the next one to have a visitation and this time it was in a dream. He describes
i t  in  chapter  31,  vs. l l -13.

"1{1d the angel of God spake unto me in a dream, saying, Jacob: ', and I said, . .Here
am I." And he said, Lift yq ry*rhine eyes, and see, ill t-h" ru-r which leap upon the
cattle areringstraked, speckled and grisled, for I have seen all that Laban doeth unio thee.
I am the God of Bethel, where thou anointedst the pillar, and where thou vowedst a vow
unto me; now arise, get thee out from this land, and return unto the land of thy kindred.',
Then in chapter 32 Jacob-is assaulted by a man and forced to wrestle with him all night.
The prophet Hosea describes the verse in these words, c.l2.v.4..yea, he had power o"ver
the-angel, and prevailed." As Jacob commemorates it in v.30 of chapter 32 ..And Jacob
called the name of the place peniel: for I have seen God face to face, and my life is
preserved. "
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The angel was God. In fact, as Jacob came to the end of his life he brought the angel
and the Lord together in a delightful blessing of his son Joseph. This is what he says in
ch.48: 15-16 "God before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac did walk, the God which
fed me all my life long unto this day, the Angel which redeemed me from all evil, bless
the lads."

Now, how can the angel of the Lord be equated with the Lord Himself? How can the
One sent be the same as the One who sent Him? It is a paradox that runs right through
the Old Testament. But there is enough evidence there to indicate that the unity of God
is not "monolithic". If we had started in chapter I of Genesis instead of chapter 12 we
would have been introduced to the title "ELOHIM" for God, which is a plural word.
We would have found God deciding on instigating the human race, NOT by saying "I

WILL MAKE MAN" but "LET US MAKE MAN." It is a mystery which lies unexplained
until we come to the New Testament and there we find that "the Spirit of God" who
hovered "over the waters" was not simply the breath of God's mouth, but a member
of the Godhead in His own right, and it is there, in our New Testament, that we learn

that "the angel of the Lord" as a term for the l,ord Himself becomes meaningful only
in the light of "Him whom the Father sent into the world" the pre-existent Son. For the
word "angel" means "messenger" and it teaches us here in Genesis what John in his
Gospel makes so clear that God who has made Himself visible, is at the same time God
SENT. Profound mystery, but the angel of the Lord who appeared to Hagar was none

less than the Lord Himself.
Is it not delightful that His first appearing was not to Abram the Hebrew, but to Hagar

the Egyptian; not to him who had been brought into a covenant with God, but to her who

had just been shut out!

As A.M. Stibbs asks.
"Is there not reason for seeing in this person, and in his appearance in this way, a

significant anticipation of the incarnation and of its crowning wonder; that in Christ man,

the out cast and the fugitive from God's presence, is given to see God, and not to die

but to live - indeed to find life in seeing? During our Lord's earthly ministry did not

another outcast have a similar experience after he had had his eyes opened that he might

see? Of him we read, Jesus had heard that they had thrown him out, and when he had
found him, he said unto him, "Dost thou believe on the Son of God? He answered and

said, Who is He, Lord, that I might believe on Him? And Jesus said unto him, Thou hast

both seen Him, and it is He that talketh with thee. And he said, Lord I believe And he

worshipped Him!" John 9: 35-38.
"And she called the name of the Lord that spake unto her, "Thou God seest me: " for

she said, Have I also here looked after Him that seeth me? Wherefore the well was called
Beerlahairoi" and it means "The well of the living One who sees me."

Are there any truths quite as invigorating as this? However insignificant we feel, however
friendless, however badly used, however we lose our way in life, we are not lost to the

eye of God.
Hagar had been dismissed, written off. Nobody thought any more about her, but God

did. Perhaps some were thinking she was getting what she deserved. Perhaps they thought
things had improved now she was out of the way. God's mercy goes out to the undeserving,
the outcast, the least worthy. "The very hairs of your head are all numbered" by Him.
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Nothing is so trivial and insignificant as to escape His attention, nothing so intractable
that He cannot use it for good.

As she returned to her mistress Sarai, perhaps extremely hesitant as to how she would
be received, she went back a different person for she had met, not only the God who
had seen her in the desert, but she says "I have now seen the One who SEES me." He
who had seen her plight in the desert would see her back in Sarai's household.

That is a great truth for us to grasp. We still try to tie God down to religious buildings,
as if He actually "dwells in temples made with hands. " He is among us now, not because
we are meeting in these premises. He would be among us wherever we met.

Cowper got it right when he wrote:-

"Jesus, where'er Thy people meet,
There they behold the mercy-seat.
Where'er they seek Thee, Thou art found
And every place is hallowed ground.

For Thou, within no walls confined,
Inhabitest the humble mind
Such ever bring Thee where they come,
And going take Thee to their home."

Hagar had latched on to that. The Lord who had met her and seen her in the desert
would not leave her as she returned to Sarai. He is "the God who sees me" and meets
my need, Who gives me courage to return to my duties once more, Who gives me mighty
promises which He will perfectly fuIfiI.

It is for us to trust in Him, and obey Him, and wait patiently for Him, for everything
He has promised He will fulfil.

Hezekiah
Kenneth Ashworth

'r;{:;"r* the son of Ahaz began to reign and he reigned 29 years in Jerusalem. " 2 Kings 
}

Hezekiah is brought before us in the Word of God both as an example and a warning. 
lGod speaks very clearly to us through him. Look with me if you will at three portraits

of Hezekiah given in these two chapters. (18 and 19)
First - A man of God.
Secondly A man off guard. 

.".,Thirdly A man of humility and faith. . -l

;
l. A man of God.

Yes a man of God indeed for we are told three thinss about him which ever characterise
the man of God in Holy Scripture. i

{
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a) He did that ndrich was right in the sight of the Lord. He sought to please Him in all

things just as did David before him and just as did the Greater David after Him. The Lord

Jesus said "I always seek to do the things that please Him". So Hezekiah ever tried to

walk in God's ways - to obey His commandments - to hate that which is evil. He waged

war against all that was dishonouring to God. Thus he broke down the graven images.

the groves and the high places. He cleansed and repaired the temple - he urged the people

to be diligent in worship and in 2 Chronicles we are told of the wonderful Feast of the

Passover which was held at his instigation. Yes he did that which was right in the sight

of the Lord and so must EVERY CHRISTIAN.
b) He trusted in the Lord God. He placed confidence in the power of God; he depended

not on human strength but in the power of His God - and He turned to God at all times

for guidance and help.
c) He clave to the Lord. How expressive is this. He walked with God as did Enoch, he

was intimate with God as were Abraham and Moses, He clung to God as to a rock. He

took the hand of God and remained close to Him in prayer, obedience and loyalty. Do

we really cling to the Lord like this?
There are the characteristics of the Man of God. Here are the marks of the Christian

- a life pleasing to God, a life of faith and a life of close fellowship with God through

the Lord Jesus - "Abide in Me and I in you".

2. A man off guard.
During those early years of his reign the Lord was indeed with him. He was triumphant

in all hiJundertakings. He defeated in battle the Philistines; he broke off the yoke of the

powerful king of Assyria. He saw the sad fate of Hoshea and the people of Samaria through

their wilful disobedience.
Then we are told in the fourteenth year of his reign that Judah was invaded by Sennacherib

the king of Assyria. Towns were destroyed and the cruel tyrant was on his way to Jerusalem.

What then did this man of God do? This man who trusted so completely in his God; this

man who had been so blessed by God. Did he turn in that same simple faith to his God?

Did he depend upon the power of his God that he had proved so many times? NO - he

did not. Hb contrived his own way out of the dilemma. In fear for the welfare of his country

and his people he approached the oncoming king and his armies and said "I have done

wrong - I will pay you money and whatever tribute you demand". And he even used

the gold and silvir of the very temple he had repaired and cleansed so devotedly. And

ofcourse the consequences were disastrous. The tyrannical king was not content. He was

out for the complete surrender of Hezekiah and his country. How sad is this isolated incident

in the life of this great man of God. He was taken off guard. He Was tempted to depend

upon his own human strength and cunning. He did not cleave to his God; he did not trust

his God; he did not seek to that which was pleasing to the Lord. How often are we warned

of the danger in the Word of God which never seeks to hide the weaknesses of the great

saints. David who loved his God so much and walked in his ways turned his eyes away

from God and feasted in lustful desire upon Bathsheba the wife of Uriah, Joshua, so marked

in his obedience and dependence upon God "took not counsel with the Lord" when

approached by the Gibeonites. How we need to give careful and daily heed to the words

oi the Lord Jesus to the disciples in the garden of Gethsemane - "watch and pray, lest

ye enter into temptation; the spirit is willing but the flesh is weak". And the words of

Faul in 1 Cor. "iet him that thinketh that he standeth take heed lest he fall. " It is when
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we feel nearest to the Lord that so often the devil strikes. It is when we feel'dt p66be
with the Lord that the devil puts subtle and insidious obstacles in our way. The Bible urges
us never to underestimate the methods and ceaseless vigilance of our great adversalry.
Always be on the alert. Always be watchful and prayeiful. But praise the Lord that is
not the last picture we are given of this great king. 

-

3. A man of humility and faith
Of course Sennacherib was not satisfied. Very soon he was at the very gates of Jerusalem

calling for its surrender; making tremendous promises to the peoplei how often this has
happened since through the mouths of tyranti. Recent history is'fuli of it. Sennacherib
even sneered at God as well as at the faith of the kine.

And what of Hezekiah? He realised the enormity oflis mistake and the greatness of
his sin. He turned to the Lord in penitence and greai humility. He was distresied not only
at his own attitude which had helped to bring ibout this siiuation but the way in whicir
the people were threatened and the Name of hiJGod blasphemed. He encouraged t is people
to rely upon God, he told 

thgm to make no reply to the messenger of the ty"rant; t e *ent
into the temple to pray and he sent an "urnert -"rrage to the p*rophet Isaiah to pray and
to beseech the Lord to save his people.

_ Ald the prophet assured the king that there would be no invasion ofJerusalem - that
God would turn the king's armies away. This is what happened and Sennacherib had to
hurry back to his own country because of an attack Uy ttre ting of Ethiopia. But he did :
not hesitate to send a letter to the king to remind him ihat he w6uld be baik and that the
extermination of Jerusalem was only delayed. So spake man. But God decreed otherwise.
Again Hezekiah turned to the Lord. He spread the very letter before the Lord in His temple.
He worshipped God he placed the whole situation in all its grim reality before the Ltrd
andpleadedwi thHimtohear, toSee, toSave.Reminiscento} thegreatprayerofDanie l .
And again God answered-..The Assyrian army was stricken with so=me diseise and utterly ;
rendered helpless and the king returned to his own country there to be slain by his own sons'.
. Hezekiah proved once again that his God was the great prayer answering God. So He
is to-day.

There then we have this portrait of Hezekiah a man truly humbled who knew the way
back to God and to renewed and even greater faith. He iould later say to the Lord .;I
have walked before Thee in truth and in a perfect heart". On his deathbei he was granteJ
another 15 years of life. But here we must leave him with these reminders frJm this
consideration of his life -

Live in daily fellowship with the Lord. Give Him his rightful place. obey His
commandments. It is the only way for the Christian

Ever be on the watch. And always turn to the Lord in the hour of temptation. ,+
Let the whole of our lives be open before the Lord in prayer. Every detail, every

happening, ev€ry step to be taken. Let all be done in prayir. 
-titit 

ir the secret of life
for the man of God; this is the way to prove in experienie the power of our great p*y"i
answering God.

This is to abide in Jesus, feed on Him, become like Him.

: f ,
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Apostolic Counsel
"Stand 

fast in the faith"Stand 
fast in the Inrd"

I Cor. 16:13
Philippians 4:l

This counsel to stand fast occurs no fewer than six times in Paul's epistles. He was
evidently very concerned about his converts that they should maintain their Christian
stability. This note rings through his writings. He urges the believers at Ephesus that
"having done all, to stand"

Two things are needed if we are to stand fast - there must be an adequate foundation
on which to stand and secondly we need the necessary strength to hold our position. Our
first text says the Christian has in the Gospel a firm foundation and the second text says
where he will obtain the strength to stand.

1. A Sure Foundation
We are to stand fast in the faith, that is the truth as it is in Jesus. We are to take our

stand upon revealed truth, the truth of the Bible.
In I Cor. 15 verses l-3 the Apostle summarises his message. "I delivered unto you

that which I also received. . .. ". It is, he says, an authoritative message, it has been revealed
from heaven. It was not the result of man's thinking, not even Paul with his brilliant intellect
had produced it. The Gospel is not concerned with human speculation but with divine

revelation.
It is furthermore, a redemptive message - Christ died for our sins. Here in this one

sentence we have the dignity of His person and the purpose of His death. If the One on

the central cross at Calvary had not been Christ then His death would have availed us

nothing. He faced the Cross deliberately not as inevitable but as indispensable. He came

not to be ministered unto but to minister and to give his life a ransom for many. The cross

however was not the end, for the Saviour rose again the third day. The resurrection is

one of the best attested facts of history. If he did not rise then Paul says we have no gospel,

no hope and no forgiveness.
The gospel provides us with a foundation which is both sure and steadfast.

2. Strength to Stand.
The strength required in order to stand comes from Christ, it is His gift to His people;

we are to stand fast in the Lord. If we would stand fast we must abide in Him. Jesus

said "without Me ye can do nothing". Paul lets us into the secret of his life and ministry

when he wrote "I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me". We need

to depend daily upon God and resist the urge to be independent.
One of the hardest things is to stand fast - not going back or yielding to the pressure

of circumstances but quietly and resolutely holding our ground. It is said of Daniel that
"he continued" (Dan l:21) - this is perhaps the greatest tribute to him, ttrrough the years

he did not swerve from his loyalty to God and his devotion to high principles.

When we recall how active and powerful the devil is, we must take unto ourselves the

whole armour of God that we may be able to stand in the evil day. One of Bunyan's

characters is Mr. Stand Fast a true, strong brave pilgrim. It had long been his habit to
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stand fast amid the dangers of the long pilgrimage that when death confronted him he
could say "now, methinks I stand easy".

Paul exhorts the Christians_at Corinth "be ye steadfast, unmoveable always abounding
in the work of the Lord" - these people were exposed to the temptation to deviate from
the faith once delivered to the saints. Paul was keenly aware of the subtleties of Satan.

We live in a day when the fundamentals of the Gospel are being questioned, undermined
and even openly denied. This is not a new situation, in all ages the iruth has been assailed.
we need to have settled principles and exercise dependence on the grace of God.

Faithfulness is costly - this is well illustrated in paul's o*n e^pe.Gnce - see 2 Cor.
ll:23 - 27. With unsleeping vigilance, untiring vigour and incredible valour paul
discharged his commission.

stand fast - here is a needful word for today. The call comes to us to be thorough,
decided and watchful.

M . H .

The Christian and Suffering
J. Douglas MacMillan (Buccleuch and Greyfriars Free church, Edinburgh)

Phil.3:10. "The 
fellowship of his sufferings.,,

These words are almost a perfect characterisation of what the Christian believer does
when he goes to the Lord's table, and commemorates the Lord's death in the Lord's Supper.
He is, in a very direct and tangible way, being brought into "fellowship with ttre I-oid's
sufferings. ' '

The words embrace more, though, than the brief moments in which the believer identifies
himself so specifically with the brokenness of Christ for sin. However, those moments
of fellowship at the table, themselves, mirror out some of the deeper, abiding, experiences,
which couch at the heart of every life lived in fellowship with the Lord Jeius. They
intimately relate our sin and Christ's suffering - His identification with our dilemma right
into the experience of brokenness and death; our identification with His sufferinss ;nd
with His triumph.

Let us trace out those thoughts by looking at Paul's teaching on the Christian life, by:

1. His ldentification of Christian Experience.
The text touches to vivid, immediate focus an important aspect of the sphere into which

grace ushers men when it brings them to a saving knowledge of Christ, that of suffering.
Christians must reckon with the truth that to know Christ as Saviour does not exempt fro-m
suffering.

The Bible, of course, teaches us that all men are subject to suffering in this life. It is
part of the curse of the world because of sin. But to be "in Christ" is io live in a sphere
oflife where not the curse, but grace, reigns, and reigns in and through all things. H^ence,
although not exempt from it in this world suffering, for the Christian, has a dimension

:
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to it which, if it does not change its nature, certainly alters its aspect. Every Christian
is in union with Christ by faith, and so every Christian has Christ in fellowship with him
in his suffering.

This means that suffering, for the Christian believer, has a new dimension and takes
on a quite distinctive character. It is part of the "all things" which "work together for
good to them that love God" and "are called according to his purpose" (Rom. 8:28).

Undergirding all our redemption is the fact that Christ suffered, "for our sins". So
in this way all Christian suffering is a fellowship in "Christ's sufferings". From this
perspective, Paul regards suffering as a privilege, and while teaching that it is common
to all believers, also makes it clear that it is given to some Christians in higher degree,
greater measure, than it is to others. Here, he places it in direct relationship to ''knowing"

Christ, and so illumines the fact that "suffering" is to be an integral part of our
"fellowship" with Christ.

Among other things, this certainly means that no man was ever brought into fellowship
with Christ, but was brought, also into intimate fellowship with his sufferings. It is as
much part of Christian experience as. say. assurance. or peace. or joy. or fellowship
with other believers. It is not an alien thing that should never happen to the true
Chr is t ian.

Initially, the believer may not be aware of this, for, it will be realised experimentally,
only by degrees and as one's walk with Christ goes on. To walk in fellowship with Christ
is to be subjected to His demands upon one; those demands come in a variety of ways
but all ofthem ask forjust one response, obedience; and that obedience flows out of love
for Him; love is the great motive-spring of obedience.

However, in this world our love is never perfect and so, therefore, our obedience is
never perfect. Hence to walk in this fellowship is to grow increasingly aware of our
sinfulness - it is revealed more and more with every disobedience. This is part of what
"fellowship" with Christ means. It will unveil, not merely our sinful acts but our sinfulness
to us; that will be painful; that will make its own contribution to our suffering.

However, when we reflect upon the fact that all of Christ's sufferings also relate directly
to our sin, and involve every aspect of his redemptive activity to remove it, then both
our sin and the sufferings which trace directly back into it take on a new appearance -

they are viewed, now, within the over-arching framework of Christ's redemptive
achievement, and His love for us.

Fellowship with the Lord Jesus Christ is a marvellous thing, we exult in it; but, we
should be clear as to what the apostle is teaching us about it here - it will involve, to
a greater or lesser degree, fellowship with - a sharing in - the sufferings of Christ. That
is part of true Christian experience.

In Romans (8:9), Paul says that, "If any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none
of his " . In the same way, he is saying here, "If we do not have fellowship in the sufferings
of Christ, we are none of his".

The text, then, describes realities which find their focus in the cross and, specifically,
in the redemptive sufferings of Christ for sin, but which are also reflected in Christian
experience. Not that we add any value to the sufferings of Christ; that we cannot do. But
we are associated in their pain and their woe to a degree and, because of this, we are
actually having ''fellowship in his sufferings". Such experiences are part of the fellowship
which is signed and dealed to us in the elements of the Supper; elements which portray
his brokenness, and so, his sufferings.

;
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Let us look, too, at: 
'  : '  - . '

2. His Declaration of Christian Standing.
Paul's declaration here,and the experience after which it aspires finds little place in

Christian expectation, or Christian preaching for that matter, at the present time. yet,
it is a theme which finds a large place in the teaching of the Old and New Testament on
the life of the godly. For example, we find peter saying, ..Beloved, think it not strange
concerning the fiery trial which is to try you as though some strange thing happened io
you: but rejoice (why?) ina_smuch as ye are parrakerJ of Christ's sinerin!'s; ttrat, wtren
his glory (as Saviour!) shall be revealed, ye may be glad..." (l pet. +:t2,t3y.

-{e1, the amazing, troubling, harmful thing is thit today'i gospel carries a note
which not only invites us away from suffering; it all too oftln piomises us exemption
from suffering' It even goes so far as to condemn the believei in whose life there is
suffering.

The Bible leads the believer to expect suffering. But it is suffering of a very special
kind; in''Fellowship with Christ". Only within thJ orbit of that sphere, does the Christian
suffer; therefore, christ is in it; it is, "you and Jesus"... you aie not alone; you are not
forsaken; He is with you. _There is implied the "togetherness,' 

of mutually shared
experience. The Greek word is KOINONIA, which meins, basically, to SHARE, or to
have IN coMMoN. From this one word comes some of the most f:amiliar, and helpful
E11: th"t the Gospel hq mgde current coinage wherever it has gone - such terms as,
COMMUNION, FRIENDSHIP, PARTNERSHIP, RELATIONS�TTP - thAt iS thE TiCh,
amazing word that Paul lays hold of to convey his desire to share not only the joy oi"knowing", 

but the "suffering" which fellowship with Him will also, inevitably, involve.
what Paul has in mind, here, as he mentions the "fellowship of his sufferings'", seems

to_fall into-the very highest sphere of Christian fellowship with Christ. There I-S u i,igh".;"If we suffer with him, we shall also reign with him"; but that is future. paul doei not
forget it; he knows he is- Christ's, not merely for the fellowship of suffering, but for the
sharing of glory; note v_ 2 l . . . " who shall change our lowly booy , ttrat it may be fashioned
ilto tle likeness of his glorious body". . . that is future; yet to be apprehended, but it includes
that for which "we have been apprehended by ChristJesus"; it is part of his purpose
for his followers.

Meantime - and this is an experience to which Paul also says he has not yet "perfectly"
attained - there is this "highest" aspect in our earthly feliowship with the iord Jeius- "fellowship in his sufferings".

You see, the Apostle leads us in what appears to be an ascending scale of Christian
experience; his thought rises swiftly, surely, certainly, until he attains what seems to be
the summit of earthly, Christian fellowship with Christ.

. Notice:- a) He begins: "that I may know him". That is much; almost all; but there
rs  more . . . .
b) Know him... ''in the power of his resurrection".. . living in the inheritance of that life
which he has brought up out his pain and death...
c) and know him, consequently, in the "fellowship of his suffering." For paul that is
the summit, the mountain top, the peak of Christiin experience irithis world.

Forgetting the values.ofthe present-day christian *orld - or, rather, bringing them
under the scrutiny of this biblical test, what do we have? Is fellowship with Chiist-found
at its highest in joy? Peace? Feeling good?..... By this standard, the answer is ..No".

I
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The very acme: the highest reach of Christian Fellowship with Jesus lies in the sufferings
of the Christian believer.

If we share in his suffering, and ONLY as we do, can we measure things by His standards.
In his sufferings, he measured:
The Father's wrath against sin..
The Father's love for every single believer (he loved me and gave himself; Gal. 2:2O).
The Father's purpose for every believer - "holy and without blame before him in love. "

If we ask the question, How do we enter into the experience of "fellowship in His
sufferings"? The answer is involved in the way of coming to "know" Jesus - only through
the doorway of the cross; "I live, yet not I, but Christ Iives in me... I am crucified with
Christ.. "

Or, as it is here, "By coming into conformity with his death". What is that? It is DEATH
to self; that is painful, but God will work it out in us from the moment He brings us to
the cross; that is where the "fellowship of his sufferings" begins to come into Christian
experience. The cross is at both ends of this; we come to "know him" at the cross; and
then, all the journey through we become conformed to his "death", only through the cross.

3. His Interpretation Of Christian Redemption.
One of the things the Lord's Supper teaches us is that there are qualities, quantities,

values... in the sufferings of Christ which can never be fully measured, never finally
declared and, of course, which we can never share.

His sufferings for us transcend anything we can ever suffer for him - infinitely so...
but, because they were our sins which brought about His sufferings, we have fellowship
with Him in them... He bore what we should have borne... and, yet although they were
ours, he made them his, and carried them all off along a road we can never travel, or
share with Him... "He trod the winepress alone" said Isaiah, and "of the people there
was none with him";

His suffering went deep. In the place of the curse, even the Father deserts Him and
leaves Him conscious only of wrath... "My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me"?
He trod the pathway into outer darkness - He could not take us with Him - but He
did take the guilt of our sins, otherwise, it was not a path with which He had anything
to do at all - it had no claim on him till He was loaded with the guilt of our sin.

And so, in a sense, we do have fellowship with Him here; the sins He bears, for which
He suffers upon the cross, are not His but ours; but, the real reaching out comes from
Him, to us; He has fellowship with us, as He makes the guilt and punishment of our sins
His own and suffers in our place.

His "sufferings"; are at the heart of Redemption. He goes down into the dark place
of the curse, and does what no lost sinner can do... He emerges on the other side. .. comes
out into the sunshine of the Father's love again, having exhausted the curse. He could
do this only because, as the Son of God, he is an INFINITE person and so, his sufferings
had an infinite dimension, an infinite value, to them. But the price was great. For us,
he was "cut off out of the land of the living". (Is.53).

4. His Exposition of Christian Suffering.
Where do we share fellowship in Christ's sufferings? Well, where, or how, did he suffer?

Let me point to one or two things in which we see, and in some measure can share what
he suffered:
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a) In His sensitivity to the Sinfulness of Sin. This is probably something of which we
have no concept until grace opens our eyes to the nature of sin as ENMITY to God and
to God's will. As we grow in grace. So we grow in this experience; we become rnore
aware of the sinfulness of sin.

Then, b) In His sense of the beauf and perfection of the divine will. This will, expressed
not only in the mercy but in the justice of the cross, even when it involved suffering for
Christ, was recognised by Him as being without flaw. There He found it at its most
overwhelming point in all of His human experience, for there it demanded His death; but
even then, for Him, it was still beautiful - shining on Him with the beauty of holiness,
and that seen in the very extremity of its demand.

So it is with us, when we are living closest to the ideal revealed by - and so beautifully
personified in - the Lord Jesus; "I do always", he could say as he went to the cross,"Those things which please him."

Then, c) Our Lord always suffered in the presence of sin; his moral nerve-ends were
sensitive to its ugliness. On the other hand, for us familiarity with sin "breeds contempt";
we get calloused, used to it, indifferent to its effects and its wickedness, and the mbral
pain of it disappears even in the Christian heart. It is a telling fact that those who are
most callous to the enormous suffering caused by sin, are those who are most deeply steeped
in sin.

Hence, you see, Christ because of His holy life and moral perfection, was always sensitive
to the sinfulness of sin - always aware of the devastation it was causing in human lives
and in the deeps of the human soul.

we can become so used to going on in sin - so inured to its evil and power - that,
for us, it ceases to seem like sin at all. That is when God, in His great love will come
with His Fatherly chastisement; that will not be "pleasant for the present time" (Hebs
l2:ll), but it links us into fellowship with Christ in the sufferings He bore - when "the

chastisement of our peace was upon him" (Is. 53:5). One of the reasons that the Christian,
then, is asked to share in the fellowship of his suffering, is so that we shall be kept from
the peril of familiarity with sin; but more, so that we shall share something of His hurt,
and inner wounding at the results of sin; holy men shrink from, and grieve about the sin
in the world around, and the sin in the world within. And, of course, none was holv as
Jesus was holy.

Let me illustrate, very simply the truth I am concerned with here. A musician hates
discord - something of which the untrained ear may well be blissfully ignorant, happily
unaware. The really important fact about this discord is very instructive; it doesn't hurt
except to the ear and heart in tune with what the perfect sound should be: perfect pitch;
perfect sense of harmony; perfect musical appreciation - those are the things whiCh are
wounded and offended at the sound of the discord. So, it is the holy harmony of the perfect
moral nature that, alone, is wounded and offended because of sin.

Does sin pain our hearts? Why should it? For only one reason. because fellowship with
Christ is there!

we share in christ's sufferings, also, when, d) we share his sense of regard for God.
The Lord Jesus knew the Father perfectly, therefore, He loved him ardently; to know

God is to love God. Jesus on every hand saw God disdained, despised, denied,
misrepresented, misunderstood. That all hurt deeply. So with the Christian also. Here
again, we have fellowship with His sufferings and are afforded glimpses of how wounded
He was at man's continual disobedience to, and flaunting of, God's holy law.

1
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There is, finally, e) The hurt at being wounded in the house of his friends.
..He came unto his own, but his own received him not." - That is still true; when

he comes to us, we are not ready to fellowship with him. In the same way' we ourselves,

are hurt when our Christian friends, of whom we expect better, spurn us' or refuse to

help us.
We remember how ready Peter was to say: "Though all deny thee... yet will not I"...

But, when the time came he was miserably weak and failed his Master. Is this experience

not often our own? And, does it not carry its own pain? We remember Judas, also: he

sat at supper with Jesus (at the Passover, at least!), while the 30-pieces of silver were

actually in his possession - perhaps in his pouch, or his pocket.
Finally, from these words of Paul, let us note his view of:

5. The Consummation Of Christian Privilege. ' ri A

When we gather at the Lord's table with those words on our hearts, then, one of the

things which will be foremost in our hearts and minds will be the privilege we have in

that we can share in his sufferings. There, we will begin to understand how, in our witness

to Him, and identifrcation with Him - and in our many sinful failures in that direction
- "We fill up that which comes behind in the sufferings of Christ";

We will remember, too, that Paul has encouraged suffering Christians along another

line ofvery profound, and beautiful thought: "The sufferings ofthis present time are not

worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us". And in the same

vein, he said this other marvellous thing: "Our light afflictions, which are for but a moment,

work out for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory".

The sum of the whole matter before us in the text can really be put very simply, although

the experience is actually very profound when it comes to us, as I pray it will, at the Lord's

Tablei We look to the Christ of the cross, by faith, and draw from Him every blessing,

every benefit, which was so graciously, tenderly, and lastingly, purchased for us in his

sufferings, by his blood, through his death.
But wi do more; we see how completely He has identified himself with us; we know,

on the strength of crucified love. that He can never cease to care for us. watch over us,

suffer with us - "In all their affliction, he was afflicted..."
But, we also gaze at the cross, not only to draw blessings and benefits from it, nor to

delight in its love, but to allow it to identify us with Christ - to attach us to Him, and

Hisiuffering and love - with passionate, everlasting attachment. Sometimes we are bold

to say -
"Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were an offering far too small, I' ifi !i!:rl l..l!''! li

!' Love so arnazing, so divine,
Shall have my life, mY soul, mY all."

I We can only ever say that when we are on our knees, and view the cross, in the ultimate
" 

int.g.ity. and the eternal marvel, of its achievement in our salvation. When we sing those

*otdr, o. consent to them in our hearts, we are saying - indeed we are claiming - the

privilege of "knowing him", and "the fellowship of his sufferings".
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Buried in Bunhill Fields
Mary George (Kingsdon, Somerset)

It has been said that members of the Establishment are buried in Westminster Abbeyand Evangelicals are buried in Bunhill Fields. Not quite accurate of course as God hasHis children in all Christendom.

John Bunyan

A tinker out of Bedford,
A vagrant oft in quod
A soldier under Fairfax
A minister of God

--John Bunyan is buried in a massive railed tomb an-d 9n top of it is his recumbent figure.Ther919 a representation.on one side of Pilgrim with his burden on his back. on anotherpanel Pilgrim is seen again now at the crosJwith his burden of sin rolling away. writtenthereon is: John Bunyan author of "pilgrim's pro,gress',. Died 3it;;ust 16gg, aged 60.Bunyan was born in the village of Elslow, Bedford in 162g. He waJthus """;;;;.;;twith some of the greatest men whom England has ever known. Richard Baxter, John Milton,Thomas Goodwin, John owe,n, Archbishop Ussher were all alive. This cluster of namesindicates the great richness of the age. Bunyan was different from all these in that he wasdenied an early education, but he had a marvellous command of the English Language.
The books he read continuaily were the Bibre, Foxe's Book of Martyrs and Luther onGalatians. About the only books he had, and which were his wife's wedding portion fromher father' According to his own account he was of a generation of tinkers and his ancestorswere born to that calling. His early days were full-of cursing unJ"u."t"rrness. As theCivil war was now raging and he wis li he was ..drawn', 

to g'o to the srege of Leicester.
He changed duties with another soldier who was shot in the liead with a musket ball anddied' He said here was mercy but it did not awaken his soul uno tr" !."* -or" rebellious
against God.

He married at 19 to a godly young woman and they were very poor. They would readher books together and the wife hoped that her profane husband'would be made ashamed
oI nrs words.

!9 had a great and almost reverent superstition for the Estabtished church.
His language was now so terrifyingly piofane even wicked people were astonished. Apoor old woman reprimanded him and he was contrite. Then he got in contact with a man

concerning the scriptures and for the first time took pleasure in reading the Bible. Hehad a sort ofgeneral clean-up in speech and conduct, ind his neighuours thought he was
be_c_oming godly which pleased him mightily.

When he was about his tinkering buJinesi he overheard three old women talking ofspiritual things. He realised he did not even know what they were taking about. Tieyintroduced him to a Pastor John Gifford, a Baptist and thiough his ministry he was
converted, and started preaching--"This scriptu.e", he says ..dii most sweetly visit mysoul' He that cometh to me I witl in nowise cast out! " At the Restoration Bunyan was
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one of the first to suffer for his dissenting principles. His crime, he was preaching in-a

private house in Samsell near Bedford. He was taken to jail for 12 years as he would

not guarantee to stop preaching the gospel. His wife pleaded with fervent eloquence with

Sir Matthew Hale and other judges but to no avail'

Bunyan had a much loved biind daughter Mary who somehow managed to sell shoelaces

he made in prison. He writes of hii parting with his family "I found myself a man

"n"ornpurr"d with infirmities, the parting with my wife and poor children has been to

me rh; puling of flesh from my bbnes. 1 ttrought of the miseriT tryt my poor family

were to heet strould I be taken fiom them-especially my poor blind child who lay so near

to my heart." As it happened Mary died before her father'

Bunyan was married i*lce and evidently both marriages were happy. He was musical

and aitually made a fiddle in jail which is in Bedford Museum'
' )Z

Joseph Hart

'Oh bring no price!
God's grace is free
To Paul, to Magdalene and Me.'

Joseph Hart was a minister of the gospel in Jewin Street London. He died 24 May

1768 aged 56 years. In Bunhill Fields in 1875 there was placed on his grave a red

granite"obelisk, one of the most striking features of Bunhill. On it is the inscription
:.Erected by lovers of Hart's Hymns published in 1759 and still highly prized by the Church

of God."
Joseph was by the free and sovereign grace and spirit o,f God raised up from,the depths

of sin ind was led to rest entirely for ialvation in the finished atonement of Christ.

After Bunyan, Hart's grave is the most visited in Bunhill Fields and many visit it from

all over the world. Hart*was born in 1712 within the sound of Bow Bells. Being blessed

with godly parents he was favoured to hear good preaching. Thinking he could please

God 5y cioie observance of His holy law, he became most strict in his attendance at

preaching services and trying to work out a way to heaven'

He then went into a staie oi gross carelessness and sin. When about 45 years he heard

a sermon on Rev. 3:10 which greatly moved him in the Moravian chapel, Fetter Lane

and was converted.
He wrote an autobiographical hymn two lines of which are:-

"Behold thy bad works shall not damn;
Nor can thy good works save thy soul-"

As soon as he was converted he began to write hymns. He was minlster at Jewin Street

for 8 years. Thousands attended his funeral. The service was conducted by Mr. Andrew

Kinsman of Plymouth. At his funeral it was said that as a preacher and hymnwriter ]r4r'

Hart was quite in a class by himself, while as a father, husband and friend he was kind

and true.

Isaac Watts

"There is a land of Pure delight
Where saints immortal reign."

;
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Headstone inscription:- Isaac wafts D. D. pastor of a church in LonJon. He gave 50years labour in the Gospel, inte_rrupted by 4 years of tiresome sickness. Died Nov. 251748 aged' 75 years. 2 Cor.5.s "Auseni from body, present with the Lord.,,
He is described in old age as a little feeble mun, ,hy in .nunn". yet rich in speech. Hewas regarded with veneration and love wherever he went.
The date of his birth was July 17 1674 and thus he came into the world in the stormiestdays of nonconformity. His father kept a boarding school at Southampton and as he wasa Dissenter and a Deacon at the chapil, he was cilled upon to suffer. on more than oneoccasion he was sent to prison. His wife often took Isaac and sat on a stone by the prisonwall to be near him. His father scorned a connection with the Established church whichwould have afforded him respectability.
From early years Isaac shgyed an ititity to writing rhymes and when this gift wassanctified he wrote hymns which are so vilued by Gfo,s-children.

^ 
He was educated by Thomas Rowe an Independent Church Pastor. The country roundSouthampton was well watered and river and stieam evidently inspired the poet as is plainlyseen from many of his hymns.

-,wl"n about22 years hewas inllled by sir John Hartopp to take up residence at stokeNewington to be tutor to his son. whilsiwith Sir John, w'"nt pi""J'"d his first sermon.He then became assistant minister to Dr. Chauncey and the Independent Church was inMark Lane' After a time watts became minister and held this position for 46 years. Hewas not able to preach re€ularly owing to poor health. His nervous system was in poorcondition and he suffered greatly from insomnia. Humanly tp"uting he could not havelived but for the care bestowed on him by a Lady euney. tnii, o*-n *o.ar, as spokento the Countess of Huntingdon, "I "u'n" io the house of"-y good frilnd rhomas Abneyintending to spend a week under his roof and I have exteni"f; *y "rri, to 30 years.,, ..I
consider your visit my dear Sir as the shortest my family ever recJived" was the gracious
reply by. Lady Abney. In Abney park cemetery there is a monument to watts, but hisdust us in Bunhill Fields.

. In.his_ young days watts was frequently in the company of a man who gave little signthat he had held the most exalted pbsition in England'. T-hat was Richard cromwell sonof his famous father oliver cromwill. He fled to France and lived in various places under
assumed names. He changed his name with his houses. His much loved wife and daughter
Dorothy died in France. He dared not put himself within the reach of Charles II but ventured
home to England in 1680. He-died ai the age of g5. He enjoyed ,"-u.tuuty good health
and at the age of 80 would gallop a horse about for miles. ft" *u, tall and fairhaired thus
Tlhng a striking contrast to his diminutive friend Isaac Watts. It is possible that the
influence of Richard Cromwell may be seen in the various o"r".ipilon, of the hymns ofWatts about battles, fighting, armies marching and conflicts. of course those are the
conditions anyway of most Christians on this earth.

i

I

Bunhill Fields

"what is there in a child of God, which makes a place like this So good to think upon- so full of hallowed memories?
A sense of dear companionship with those dust lies there; A fellow feeling with the

things which made theiilivet ro .u.". God loved them, called them, used them, crowned
their labours with success:
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Lives there aZion's pilgrim now who has not learned to bless, And link with childhood

treasures and their life's more sacred spots.
The Pilgrimage of Bunyan and the hymns of Dr. Watts?"

M.A. Chaplin.

William Williams " - i

W. R. Chapman (St. Andrew, Guernsey, Channel Islands)

Termed by Howell Harris, the pioneer of early methodism in Wales, the 'Master of

Song' and by many others the 'sweet singer of Wales', William Williams (Pantycelyn)

joined the great chorus of the redeemed in glory on January I lth, 179 l, just 200 years ago.

It is the Word of God itself which declares 'The memory of the just is blessed' and

that William Williams, with all his awareness of his own sin, was the former is evident

in both his writings and verse, and of the latter countless numbers give evidence down

to this day as they lift their voices in singing praise to the eternal God in his hymns.

The son of an Independent minister, of strong Calvinistic convictions, William was born

in 17l7 at Cefn-coed near Llandovery. His parents destined him as a Doctor of medicine

and he was sent to an Academy near Hay for this purpose. Here he spent some years

and it was returning from this establishment on one occasion that the Lord intervened in

his life. Previous to this he does not appear to have had any particular religious experience,

and was certainly not converted, although by now 20 years old. Then came this sovereign

work which gave him a Pauline type conversion and he was 'translated into the kingdom

of His dear Son'.
H. Elvet Lewis describes this occurrence:

He was passing through the little village of Talgarth, in Breconshire, on a Sunday

morning, when he was attracted by the sound of a bell to enter the parish church'

The service was cold and spiritless, and left scarcely any impression whatever on

the young man's mind.
The people on leaving church, instead of scattering and wending their way home,

g.oup"d themselves together in the churchyard, and every face was alive with

-xpeitation, as though eagerly waiting for something more. And more did come.

It iffords a striking picture of the religious life of Wales near the middle of the

eighteenth century. On one of the gravestones a lnan of short stature and exceedingly

ro-br" face takes his stand. In a moment every eye is fastened upon him in a solemn,

nervous suspense. Then the voice begins to ring deep and clearand earnest among

the grey tombstones - like the voice of some ancient prophet of Israel summoning

the people with words of fire to repent forthwith and escape for their life. The

congregation is stirred, startled, confounded: it moves to and fro, 'as the trees of

the wood are moved by the wind.' Strong men are there, weeping like little children,

terrible to see; while others in their rage against the preacher curse like a demoniac

at the approach of the Lord Christ. Here a woman falls fainting: another cries out

throush i rtot- of sobs and tears, 'What must we do?' And the young William?I
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; ' 'There he is, his face deathly pale, and his whole body shaken with excitement and
terror. He is a very image of fearfulness. He stands each moment expecting to see
the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven: a sharp, glowing arrow fiom the' bow of the doctrine of the man on the gravestone has pieiced thiough his heart.,
He came out of that historic churchyari with the light'oi "i".niry ii his eyes.

The preacher had been Howell Harris and very shoriiy William was to return to
him and to such men as Daniel Rowland of Llangeitho for advice. He had heard the
call to preach the 'unsearchable 

riches of Christ' and ivas to be obedient to his now precious
Lord.

Jesus, Jesus, all-sufficient,
Beyond relling is Thy worth;

In Thy Name lie greater treasures -i. :
That the richest found on earth.

. Within a few years he is ordained a deacon in the Church of England but it is not long
before the constraints of such a system cause him to be excommuni""ut"d on an indictment
of 24 'crimes' two of which were his refusal to make the sign of the cross in (infant) baptism,
and his y1l in preaching,the Gospel outside of places-'properry' consecrated.

Howell Harris had already been preaching in chur-chyardr ando*rlr situations and William
Yas t9 folJg_w. George Whitefield also urged him to 'go forth to the highways to proclaim
{p glad tidings'. william needed no urging for in 56 years he was r; travel on average
3000 miles a yeat, and that long before thJadvent of tiavel as we know it today. Harris
was to write 'Hell trembles when William comes and souls are daily taken by Brother
Williams in the Gospel net.'
Arnold Dallimore writes;

He was noted for. both his preaching and theological ability but it was as a poet that
he made his chief contribution to the Revival and his hymns have constituted a large
proportion of the singing of welsh Christians from ihat day to this.

Therein lies a statement which only now is beginning to be altlred. He had written,
during the eventual course of his life, a total of neirly 10-00 hymns in the Welsh language
and about 123 in the English, of which rhe mosr *Ltt ttro*n is probably .Guide teb
Thou great Jehovah'. Because of the preponderence of Welsh hymns, and the scarcity
of English translations, the use of hii hymns has been ,o-"*hut limited to anything
otherrhat Welsh speaking congregatioirs. Thankfully, sympathetic translators have altered
this situation in our century and there are now muny fine experimental hymns available
for use.

His hymns are eminently practical and deeply feeling and exude the l-ord Jesus Christ
throughout. Lewis says:

No one can read the welsh hymns of the last century without noting how every
sentiment turns lovingly to the cross. The cross absorbs the themes of ,".-on uni
song; for it was the sun and shield of the National Revival. There is scarcely a hymn
of Williams' in which it does not stand forth clear and towering. The passion of
these verses in not of earth.

Elsie Houghton in her 'Christian Hymnwriters' says:
Williams' hymns c^over the whole range of Chriitian experience, from deepest despair
to the heights of full assurance.

It was a verse of his that christmas Evans, the mightily used preacher of welsh
methodism, sang when passing to his reward:

I
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O Thou Righteousness eternal!
Righteousness of boundless store!

Soon my naked, hungry sPirit
Must enjoy Thee evermore: ' ] .- : '

i Hide my nakedness, oh! hide it,
With Thy robe of shining white;

So that, fearless, I maY ever
Stand before Thy throne of light.

His depth of feeling and doctrinal purity is shewn in such stanzas as:
Awake, my soul, and rise

Amazed, and yonder see
How hangs the mighty Saviour God

Upon a cursed tree!

How gloriously fulfilled ::, :.
Is that most ancient Plan,

Contrived in the eternal mind
Before the world began.

The enormous load of human guilt
Was on my Saviour laid;

With woes as with a garment He
For sinners was arrayed. ,:

O love amazing! love beyond
Thy reach of human tongue;

Love which shall be the subject of
An everlasting song.

' Faith, see the place, and see the tree
Where heaven's Prince, instead of me,

Was nailed to bear mY shame.
Bruised was the dragon bY the Son,
Though two had wounds, there conquered One-

And Jesus was His Name.

The deep experimental nature and desire for assurance is illustrated by:

Tell me Thou art mine, O Saviour,
Grant me an assurance clear;

Banish all my dark misgivings,
Still my doubting, calm mY fear.

O, my soul within me yearneth
Now to hear Thy voice divine;

So shall grief be gone for ever,
And despair no more be mine. t

The words he penned to close another of his hymns have been fulfilled in his own

experience, and for 200 years the master of Song has joined the eternal praises of his

Saviour in that wondrous celestial choir of the glorified elect.
I have a yearning for that land,

Where the unnumbered throng
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Extol the death on Calvary.
In heaven's unending song.

Bibliography. H. Elvet Lewis. 'Sweet Sinsers of Wales'
Elsie Houghton.'Christian Hymnwrirers.'
Arnold Dallimore. 'George Whitefield' Vol. 2.
Translators of verses quoted R. M. Jones and R. M. Lewis.

Gems from Webster
(See Review. Selected by W.J.p)

1. The Indwelling Spirit

In Romans 8.1-17 Paul expounds the wonderful truth of the indwelling of the Holy Spirit
in the life of every Christian. This is the major evidence that an individual is truiy a
Christian. J.C. Ryle says, 'Christ will never be found the Saviour of those who know
nothing of following His example. Saving faith and real converting grace will always
produce conformity to the image of Jesus.'

2, The Nature of True Conversion

Mark 8.31-37. 'whosoever will come after Me., let him deny himself, and take up his
cross, and follow Me.' 'This is not self-denial in the current sense of the word, buitrue
conversion.'(R. Lenski)'We must be careful not to conceive of this self-denial etc., in
a chronological fashion... The order is logical. Together the three indicate true conversion,
followed by lifeJong sancrificarion.' (W. Hendrikson)

3. The Glory of God

That the glory of God was uppermost in the mind of Jesus and was his ultimate aim
in life is seen in John 17.4. 'I glorified Thee on the earth, having accomplished the work
which Thou hast given Me to do.' The very reason for his coming to earth was that he
might embrace the cross and, by thus doing the will of God, to bring glory to God by
the redemption of a ruined race. His prayer therefore is, 'Father, gl,orify Thy name.;

4. The Life of Worship.

To worship God means to express love for him by adoration, reverence, thankfulness;
praise, submission and obedience. A. W. Tozer gives the following description of worship:'It is delightful to worship God, but it is also a humbling thing; and the -un who his
never been humbled in the presence of God will never be a worshipper at all.'
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:ii Book Review

Shining Faces. Five Generations of Janeways. Ann J. King. Published by North
Hertfordshire Villages Research Group Kelsall, Royston, Herts. SG5 9SE. UK.

This book is a sample of Social History in the 16th to 17th centuries, around the lives
of a then well-known family, the Janeways; Clergymen, business men, farmers, and sailors.
They lived and worked in parishes in North Herts, or on the City walls. They were puritans

in faith throughout a period of social and religious change, the Reformation in England.
Jacob Janeway lived in the precincts of Canterbury through the days of three Archbishops,

J Tillotson, T. Tenison, and W. Wake. William Janeway became Purser on H.M.S'
Richmond. and eventually settled in New York, where he was Vestryman of Holy Trinity
Church. His descendant, the Rev. Wade B. Janeway writes the Foreword in this book.

"shining Faces"is an excellent piece of research, illustrated by over thirty old prints
of churches and scenes. It will be appreciated by historians and archaeologists, and will
delight that host of tourists, and holiday makers who love an interesting book on antiquity.
On the publication of Shining Faces, the Rev. B. Brown, lately Rector of Camborne, wrote
'True Puritanism', an over-all view of the religious faith which then inspired the Janeway
family. It could well be read together with Shining Faces.

w.J.P.

Jottings from a Pilgrim's Notebook
,'" John 10 w 1-9

The authority of Jesus

These words are primarily addressed to the Pharisees who had asked the question "are

we blind also?" Jesus answers by an allegory. The Shepherd has the right of access into
the fold, the watchman opens the door to him so that He can lead his sheep out to the
pasture. The sheep recognise him, they know his voice and follow him. Those who are
not the shepherd's come to harm the sheep. They have no right of,entry and the sheep
do not recognise such, but flee from them in fear. In v.6 the Pharisees reveal their blindness
- they did not understand the parable. They fail to see that their behaviour in
excommunicating the man who had been healed of his blindness is contrasted with the
Shepherd who sought him out and welcomed him. See how this man accepted Jesus as
sheep trust the shepherd. In verse 7 Jesus interprets the allegory. "I am the door of the
sheep". This was often the case when the sheep were out in pastures. the folds were just
four walls and the shepherd lay down in the gap. He was the door who admitted each
sheep, and who led them out in the morning. So Jesus claimed clearly to have authority
to admit men into the presence of God, and through Jesus we pass into liberty and pasture.
All who seek to usurp this authority and claim to have power to exclude men from the
fold of God, as the Pharisees had done to the man born blind - these are labelled thieves

w
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and robbers who plunder the flock. what then has God to say to me? He alone has the
power to lead me into the presence of God, and the experience of liberty from the bondage
of sin. He alone can satisfy my deepest longings in His pasture. If I am His I recogniie
the voice of Jesus; and when He calls, I will come out to Him. He does satisfy my deepest
longings, and He does bring me into fellowship with God. May the Holy Spirit keepme
alert today to hear the Shepherd's voice, that I may follow where He leads, whethei into
experiences of pain or weakness, or service for there He will give me satisfaction.
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