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Editorial
LIFE TODAY is lived at a tremendous rate; our days are characterised by hurry
and bustle. Atl this has a disastrous effect both physically and spiritually. Have
you ever noticed how God says "Be still, and know that I am God"? (Psalm
46: l0). How relevant this word is today! Our world has become a place of noise
and ceaseless activity. The crazy rush of our modern world has almost abolished
the quiet place and yet how essential it is.

The Bible has much to say on the subject of quietness. It was written of Christ
that "He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause His voice to be heard in the street".
His life was a fulfilment of this prophecy. He did His work quietly without
excitement or parade. Quietness is urged on His followers - "study to be quiet"
says the Apostle Paul. Prayers are to be made for rulers "that we may lead a
quiet and peaceful life in all godliness and honesty". Isaiah tells us that "the

work of righteousness shall be peace; and the effect of righteousness quietness
and assurance forever" (Isaiah 32:17).

' 'Be still. . . . ' ' The psalm from which this great word is taken is a song of faith
in troublous times; it throbs with triumph and exultation. He is God for ever and
all our interests are safe in His hands. God can protect His people in the greatest
difficulties and dangers and make a way of deliverance for them out of the
most desperate situations.

"Be still . . . " - so that the peace of God can steal into our souls. "In

quietness and in confidence shall be your strength." Here is a word that we all
need; may we have grace to heed it.

"Drop Thy still dews of quietness, .J
Till all our strivings cease;
Take from our souls the strain and stress,
And let our ordered lives confess
The beauty of Thy peace."
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The Calling of the Twelve
A Sermon by the Editor

"And He ordained twelve, thot they should be with Him, and that He might
send themforth to preach" (Mork 3:14)

IT IS I THINK IMPOSSIBLE to exaggerate the importance of the calling of the
twelve Apostles because the Christian Church bears upon it for ever the stamp
and interests of these men, arrd you remember when the sacred volume draws to
a close we find John speaking about the New Jerusalem and he says there that
"the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and in them the names of the twelve
Apostles of the Lamb". So we want to think for a little while of the calling
of the twelve.

Now our Lord obviously realised that the choice of the twelve w:rs a very
critical one and Luke tells us that our Lord prepared for it by a night of vigil and
prayer. It was only after the most earnest prayer that He called together the
twelve. Why did He call them? If you will read the context you will find that the
rulers had taken up an attitude of distinct hostility towards Him. "And the
Pharisees went forth, and straightway took counsel with the Herodians against
Him, how they might destroy Him" (v. 6). And He foresaw what this meant.
He knew literally it meant the cross, and knowing that death was to be His
appointed lot, He provided for the continuance of the work by the choice of
twelve Apostles. And there was another reason too, the work that He Himself
had begun had increased to such an extent that more labourers were needed in
order to cope with it and to buy up the opportunities. So if you look back to
verses 7 and 8 you will find that the people came from far and near to listen to the
ministry of our Lord. His fame had gone beyond the bounds of Palestine so we
read "And from Jerusalem, and from ldumaea, and from beyond Jordan; and
they about Tyre and Sidon, a great multitude, when they had heard what great
things He did, came unto Him" (v. 8). He called together the twelve to enable Him
to reach out to the people and to fulfil the task of preaching the Gospel to them.

Now the number twelve is surely significant. He might have chosen more if He
had so wished and, indeed, a little later on He did indeed despatch seventy who
were also commissioned to go and preach and fulfil a ministry. But why did He
choose twelve? He chose them as corresponding to the twelve tribes of lsrael.
It was a way of suggesting to the Jews that He was founding a new order, a new
theocracy if you like, newer and nobler, to replacethe old, and was He not, at the
same time, showing to them that here again was one of His Messianic claims that
He was the One of whom it had been foretold in Scripture would ultimately
come, the Lord's Christ? So He ordained twelve, says Mark, that thel should
be with Him and that He might send them forth to preach.
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.:i A TWO.FOLD PURPOSE :'.

Will you notice there was a two-fold purpose in their call; first, says Mark, "that

they might be with Him". In other words, He wanted friends, and surely there is
something very touching in this short sentence, "that they might be with Him".
You see, it brings the Lord Jesus very near to us, because it reveals One who was
hungering for fellowship, and we all know what the presence of a friend means in
times of trial and difficulty, and the Lord Jesus was like His brethren in this
respect. "That they might be with Him." With opposition and rejection and the
bitter cross to face He hungered for sympathy, He longed for friends, and so He
called these twelve men that "they might be with Him". Yes, in spite of their
many blunderings and failings they did give Christ the sympathy and the love
that He craved for and by their loyalty and affection they strengthened His hand
in God, and so it was with a full heart on the night before His death that He said
to them , ' ' Ye are they whicMrave continued with Me in My temptations' ' . ' 'That

they might be with Him."
And if the Lord felt the necessity of fellowship, how much more ourselves?

Fellowship is something very precious. It is something that is vital in our
Christian life and experience and I am often drawn to that verse in the last book
of the Old Testament where it says, "Then they that feared the Lord spake often
one to another: and the Lord hearkened, and heard it, and a book of remem-
brance was written before Him". and when you get into the New Testament
one of the great words of the Christian era is the word "fellowship". Paul
thanked God again and again for the fellowship of kindred minds. He thanks
God, for instance, for the Philippians for their "fellowship in the gospel from
the first day until now", and - wonder of wonders - the Lord Jesus felt the
need of fellowship, "that they might be with Him".

There was something else. "That He might send them forth to preach." He
called them, not simply for His own sake;great as Hethirsted for fellowship, their
calling was with a view to the sending of them to others. And so there are two
stages in the training of the twelve for their Apostolic work. They were to be with
Him. They were to be Christ's companions, partly to help Him with their love and .
sympathy and partly that they might learn of Him. Now is not this always a
prerequisite to any who would take up Christian service, whether it is to occupy a
pulpit or to teach a Sunday School class, or whatever it might be, the first
requirement is that we might be with Him. Unless we be with Him, we cannot
speak o/Him with any degree of authority, and so our Lord sets to work to teach
the twelve. But the first thing was the thought of fellowship. Then they were to be
Christ's pupils and scholars; having learned of Christ, they were to go forth and
preach. The time of fellowship was to issue in service, and privilege always leads to
duty. They were blessed, in other words, that they might be a blessing. They were
called in order to be sent, and experience always ought to end in expression.
"Come and I will tell you what great things the Lord hath done for me."
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So our Lord educated them Himself, and what loving patience He expended
upon them. There are always slow learners in any school or college, and there
were slow learners among the disciples, for the Lord had to say on one occasion,"Have I been so long time with you, Philip, and yet thou hast not really known
Me?' ' . How patient He was with them ! And He made their training His constant
work, and He unveiled to them the glories and the mysteries of His doctrine.
And if you read the New Testament carefully you will find thai He gave them a
further and more thorough detailed instruction than He gave to the public.
He explained to them, we read, privately what they did not understand in His
public ministry. They were with Him that He might send them forth to preach.

We sing in the Te Deum about "the glorious company of the Apostles", and a
glorious company they were in the deepest sense of the word. And yet when the
Lord called them how insignificant they seemed. Look at them again, a band of
poor and illiterate provincials, fishermen for the most part, and there does not
seem to have been amongst them a single man of wealth or rank or culture, and,
judging by ordinary standards of society, the twelve were among "the weak and
the base and the despised things of the world" to take up Paul'sgreat phrase, but
they were chosen of God. Humble, poor and socially insignificant theymight be,
but these were the ones that the Lord had called. Do we not see some lessons
here? You see, the very insignificance of the twelve makes it all the more evident
that their success was not due to their own gifts, but to the power of God working
within them. If they had been men of genius we might have been tempted to
account for their success by the gifts that they possessed, but they were a group
of unlettered men. They had not been to university; they had not been to college,
yet these were the men who were destined to turn the world upside down, and we
look at them and we look at the work they accomplished and we have to say,"This is the finger of God. This is the power of God at work." And the insigni-
ficance of the messenger throws into relief the greatness of the message. And do
we not also'see as we look at the twelve what great things God can do with feeble
instruments to put to shame the wise and the strong, and God is continually"putting His treasure into earthen vessels that the excellency of the power may
be of God and not of men". Read church History and you will find that it has
been the weak and despised things that God has taken up and used to His glory.
Mary has put it in the Magnificat, "He hath put down the mighty from their
seat; He has exalted the humble and meek". It is possible for a preacher to
become too big for God to use, to think that he has achieved the height of
success. God will leave him alone. God will use the humble "that the excellency
of the power will be of God and not of men".

Take two illustrations from history. Bring to mind Martin Luther and if you
have read anything about him you will know he came from the pooresr circum-
stances. He was the son of a poor miner and when he went to university Martin
Luther was so poverty-stricken that he had to resort to various extremes in order
to get enough money to keep body and soul together. There was norhing in
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himself,but God pdt His truth in him and used him to bring spiritual liberty dnd
the light of the Gospel to half of Europe. Or think of John Bunyan, also a very
poor man and certainly a man who had the minimum of education, but God
took him up and God revealed His truth to him and set him to writethe Pilgrim's
Progress that has helped thousands in every part of the world in their heaven-
ward way. Oh what wonders God can do with the insignificant and the cast-offs,
as it were, of this world, to take them up and to energise them and to send them
out in His service. Shall we not therefore put ourselves into God's hands and say:

"Oh, use me Lord,
Use even me;
Even where Thou wilt,
And when and where."

And the men and womerl who place themselves unreservedly into God's hand
He will take and use wonberfully, mightily, in His service.

DIVERSITY AND VARIETY

Take another look, for we have not finished yet, take another look at the twelve
Apostles. Notice the diversity and the variety both of their temperament and
their gifts and you see there is every diversity of temperament amongst them.
There is the impulsive Peter and how impulsive he was. There are John and
James who we read of here in the narrative, the sons of thunder, and what
violent tempers they had! There was the day when they went through the
inhospitable Samaritan village and because they offered no hospitality to the
Lord they said, "Lord, shall we call fire down from heaven and consume
them?". That was what these men were by nature. What about the slow and
prosaic Philip? He was such a slow learner in the school of Christ. And what
about Thomas who said, "Except I see and except I feel I will not believe"?
Or look at them again and notice the diversity of gifts. Peter was essentially a
man of action and John was wonderfully transformed from being a son of
thunder to become the soaring mystic, and you remember how in the last book
of the Bible he says, "I saw a door opened in heaven". A marvellous transforma-
tion. What about Andrew? He was a man of practical commonsense and when
faced with the multitude in the wilderness and there was the question of feeding
them - well - he did a rough sum and he said, "Two hundred pennyworth of
bread is not enough to feed them or even to give them-a little more to tide them
on". There was Matthew, the man of literary aptitude who was to write what we
know as the First Gospel. Wonderful combination of men! Or look at the
difference of political feeling amongst them. You see how Matthew had taken
service with the hated Roman Government. He had been a civil servant. He had
been a tax gatherer, and they were no more popular in those days than they are
today. On the other hand there was Simon the Zealot or Simon Zelotes and he
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had taken up arms against the Roman Government, and to Simon, Matthew was
nothing but an apostate and a renegade and a traitor in the extreme. And yet
notice Matthew and Simon are together in the Apostolate and Christ loved
them all, different as they were, and He bound them to Himself and to one
another and the common love to Christ even made Matthew and Simon bosom
friends. And so the fierce patriot and the man who had worn the livery of Rome
clasped hands and greeted one another as brethren in Christ. Paul was to write
in after days, there is in Christ complete unity, "There is neither Greek nor
Jew, circumcision or uncircumcision, bond or free, ye are all one in Christ
Jesus". That is the only true unity - in Christ. It is not in any false ecumenism,
but in Christ Jesus.

Notice too the diversity of service. These men differed in gifts as they did in
temperament. They had opportunity to exercise their varied gifts and it reminds
us that the Lord does not just want one variety of workers - He wants them all
and He can use them all and blend them all in to His service. Every man has his
proper gift. Oh it may be we have only got a small gift. We may be a person of
one talent but the Lord can use it.

One last word. You know there is one name in that list that always makes me
wonder how he came to be there, for the list ends, "And Judas Iscariot who also
betrayed Him". We wonder, don't we, why He should have chosen Judas
Iscariot? It is difficult - it is impossible - to explain whythe Lord called Judas.
But we may learn a lesson from it. What a warning Judas provides! I quoted
Bunyan a moment or two ago. He says somewhere in one of his writings, "There

is a way to hell from the very gate of heaven". What a solemn warning. There is
Judas. He heard the most wonderful ministry that ever came from the lips of
man. He saw the wonderful works the Christ did. He was with Him for three
years. He went through His training school and in the end it is always recorded,
"And Judas Iscariot who also betrayed Him". Our Lord said of Capernaum
that it was the city of great privilege, that "It was exalted up to heaven but it will
be cast down to hell" because it knew not the privilege that had been expended
upon it. And what shall we say of Judas Iscariot? We dare not go beyond what is
written, but the Acts of the Apostles says this very brief word about him, "He

went to his own place". But I am concerned to point the warning out concerning
Judas. You see, it is not outward connection with the Lord that will keep and
save us, but only a living, personal faith. Judas knew it all with the head - the
heart would seem to have been unaffected.

These, then, were the twelve whom the Lord calhd that they might be with
Him, that He might send them forth to preach.

Yes, we speak of the glorious company of the Apostles. Well; that was their
privilege, but this is what Paul says to the believers: "Now therefore ye are no
more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the
household of God; and are built upon the foundation of the Apostles and
Prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief corner stone; in whom all the
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building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: in whom
ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit."

What a privilege is laid upon us if we are those who belong to Him! Amen.

M.H.

For Younger Readers
CARINE MACKENZIE

KEEP FIT

IT IS IMPORTANT to look after our bodies and try to keep fit. Lots of books
andmagazine articles are written about the right sort of food to eat - plenty of
fibre in fruit and vegetables - not too much sugar and fat - a good balanced
healthy diet.

Regular exercise too is important for physical fitness - swimming or walking
perhaps, taking part in some sport or even helping with the housework
or gardening.

Sufficient sleep and rest is also essential for a healthy body.
We are encouraged to look after our physical fitness by doctors and others.

But what about our spiritual fitness? Are we living healthy Christian lives?
Are we growing in grace or are our spiritual lives stunted and unhealthy?

Our spiritual lives need good food too. The Word of God is compared to
nourishing milk which we should long for, so that we may grow (l Peter 2:2).
Regular reading and studying of the Bible is very necessary for our growth in
grace. Listening to preaching is also a good means by which we are nourished in
the faith. Paul told the Colossian Christians that he preached Christ, warning
every man and teaching every man so that he might present'every man perfect in
Christ Jesus (Colossians 1:28).

Prayer is another means which we can use. Paul prayed for his friends that
they would increase in all wisdom and spiritual understanding (Colossians l:9).
We should have this prayer too for ourselves and for our Christian friends
-3i?T;tl;ciences 

need constant exercise so that *...rpond to good and shun
evil (Hebrews 5 : l4). This is a mark of those who are growing more mature in the
faith. Sometimes our faith is put to the test, but this testing time will result in
patience, which leads to growth in grace.

Thc rest and peace that we need is only found in the Lord. Rest in the Lord and
wait patiently for Him (Psalm 37:7).
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What a lot of time we spend feeding, exercising and resting our bodies. How
much time do we spend looking after our souls? A strong growing Christian will be
made fit for the Master's use and prepared for every good work (2Timothy 2:21).

PUZZLE

Find the missing words. Clue - the answers spell out KEEP FIT.

1. Grow in grace and in the
Jesus Christ (2 Peter 3).

2. Walk worthy of the Lord, unto all pleasing, being fruitful in
good work and increasing in the knowledge of God (Colossians l).

3. Approve all things that are that ye may be sincere and
l ) .without offence till the day of Christ (Philippians

4. Being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ unto
the glory and of God (Philippians l).

5. Giving all diligence, add to your
knowledge (2 Peter 1).

virtue; and to virtue

And the apostles said unto the Lord, our faith (Luke l7).

Speakingthe in love, may grow up into him in all things,
which is the head, even Christ (Ephesians 4).

of our Lord and Saviour

6.

7.

Christ Punishes a \Micked World
PETER KING (Stanford, Beds)

Revelation Chapters 15 and 16

WE HAVE NOW REVEALED the fifth vision. It may be useful at this point to
look back and forward at these revelations. There are seven visions in all thus
making number four the middle one. The whole Gospel age is so wonderfully
set out in that vision, from the birth of the Messiah to His coming again. If we
move forward and back from vision four we shall see an interesting pattern.

Vision three spoke of the trumpets which warn of woes to come on a wicked
world if it does not repent. The other side of four is vision five and that shadows
number three by the execution of the warnings given by the trumpets.
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Vision two gave a perfect view of the Church. The throne and all the elders and
living creatures worshipping in harmony together. Number six shows the other
world of evil totally destroyed and banished to eternal punishment.

Vision one was Christ in the midst of the Church, with the seven letters of
warning, comfort and exhortation. vision seven, we shall see, describes to us
the great consummation at the marriage supper of the Lamb, when time shall
be no more.

Let us now look into vision five. John sees the seven angels with the last
plagues of the wrath of God. Immediately there appears a sea of glass mingled
with fire. we came across this symbol in the secona uision at chaptir 4:6. "And
before the throne there was a sea of gloss like unto crystal." It represents the
laver of the Old Testament, which was used by the priests to cleanse themselves
before they sacrificed. so we have here our Lord Jesus christ in His atoning
office, coming in just at the point of the pouring forth of God's wrath. This is
His first coming establishing the security of the church. verse 2 says they
("them that had gotten the victory over the beast") stand on the sea of glass."The church's one foundation is Jesus christ her Lord." They sing the song of
Moses and of the Lamb, a song of deliverance and salvation. "Greot and
marvellous are thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are thy ways, thou
King of sainfs" (verse 3).

After this John saw the temple of the tabernacle of the testimony open,
indicating God's authority, and the smoke or cloud of His glory filled the
temple. This reminds us of the pillar of cloud in Moses' time. Isaiah had a similar
experience when he said 'Isaw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and
lifted up, and his train filled the temple". Such was the glory that, as at mount
Sinai, nobody was allowed near and could not enter. No more Gospel, no more
intercession . "Hoth God forgotten to be gracious? hoth he in anger shut up his
tender mercies?" (Psalm 77:9't.

chapter 16 unfolds the outpouring of the wrath of God on the earth. It is a
parallel vision to number three where the trumpets warned, and now the
warnings have come true. The first bowl or vial is poured onto the EARTH.
Men are struck with sores and pain, but only those which had the mark of the
beast and worshipped his image. Afflictions of the flesh have and still do plague
men. we may say that these things come upon all men, but chastisement has a
quite different effect on the child of God to the unbeliever. It was to the wicked a"noisome" sore. The meaning behind that word is that it was worthless. To the
believer "no chastening for the present seemeth tci be joyous, but grievous:
nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peoceoblefruit of righteousness unto them
which ore exercised thereby" (Hebrews l2:ll). This was not the case here for
it was a noisome sore.

The second vial was poured onto the sEA. Again this follows the warning
trumpet. The trumpet spoke of one third being affected but here the vial killed
all the living creatures in the sea.
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The third vial was poured into RIVERS and WATERWAYS. The trumpet
warning said that sources would be made bitter. At this point there is an
acknowledgement that this is just. Men are only receiving that which they
meted out to others.

Thefourth vial was for the SUN. We noted in the third vision global warming
may be one of the warnings God is giving. Here we are told that "men were
scorched with great heat , and blasphemed the name of God " (verse 9). The verse
ends on a sad note, "and they repented not to give him glory".

The fifth vial is poured on the SEAT OF THE BEAST. The fifth trumpet
heralded the opening of the great abyss and Satan opened the bottomless pit.
The dreadful fulfilment is shown in verse 10, "and his kingdom was full of
darkness". Again we are told that they "repented not of their deeds".

The sixth vial was emptied on to the RMR EUPHRATES. This was exactly
the place where the trumpet predicted (chapter 9:14). It is at this point that we
have some insight into the final "battle of that great day of God Almighty".
All this is typical of all battles in the last days, and we have noted before the Gulf
War and many others, but there will be that final assault when "he gathered
them together in o place called ARMAGEDDOAI" (verse 16).

There has been a lot of speculation over this battle, but very little is said here
except that it will happen. It will be our wisdom to exercise a cautionary note and
where the Bible has no mouth we should have no ear.

At verse 17 the final vial is emptied and the dreadful terror of the wicked is
described. There is a great voice from heaven saylng "It is done". All earthly
powers are now destroyed. Christ has come with the final act of revenge for His
Church. Matthew chapter 24is a good commentary on this subject as our Lord
tells of the time when He shall come again.

So the vision ends and we have a record of the terrors during the last days
which shall come upon the earth, building up to the great Day of the Lord.

TRUE AND RIGHTEOUS ARE THY JUDGMENTS

"If therefore, in doubtful cases, you would discover God's will, govern
yourselves in your search after it by these rules: (l) Get the true fear of God
in your hearts; be really afraid of offending Him. (2) Study the Word more,
and the concerns and interests of the world less. (3) Reduce what you know
into practice, and you shall know what is your duty to practice. (4) Pray for
illumination and direction in the way that you should go. (5) And this being
done, follow Providence as far as it agrees with the Word, and no farther."

John Flavel
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The Meat that Perishes,
and the Meat that Endures

P.  D .  JOHNSON

"And when they hadfound him on the otherside of thesea, they said unto him,
Rabbi, when camest thou hither? Jesus answered them ond said, verily, verily,
I say unto you, Ye seek me, not because ye saw the miracles, but because ye did
eat of the loaves, ond werefilled. Lobour not for the meat which perisheih, but
for that meot which endureth unto everlasting life, which the son of man shall

give unto you: for him hath God the Father sesled" (John 6:25-27)

IN DAYS oF WIDESPREAD ATHEISM and materialism rike our own. when
the church seems to be making little impact on an ungodly world, the tempta-
tion can sometimes come to Evangelical Christians to conclude they are facing a
situation quite unique in the history of the Christian Church. and one wtrictr
requires the development of some previously unheard of remedy. It is only as
they give themselves to the study of the Holy Scriptures that they begin to realise
that, not only is their own period of history not so rare as they first thought,
particularly with its obsession with material things to the exclusion of all things
spiritual, but that Christ Himself faced similar circumstances during His earthly
ministry, and has left His people many examples of how to deal with the needy
sons of men at such times.

The verses from the sixth chapter of the Gospel according to John, placed at
the head of this article, record a typical encounter between the Lord Jesus Christ
and poor, blinded souls. The incident follows our Lord's miraculous feeding of
the five thousand, when the people, having discovered that Jesus had alreidy
gone to capernaum, take shipping in pursuit of Him. Let us now look, then, at
the opening of Christ's next encounter with them, and try to obtain, under the
divine blessing, instruction and encouragement for ourselves in these dark and
often discouraging days.

l. Christ never answered their question

The first point we must notice is that christ completely ignored the question put
to Him by the people as soon as they caught up with Him. "Rabbi, when camest
thou hither?" (verse 25). They are intrigued to find that He has reached
capernaum before them, and are very interested to learn how He has managed
it! Yet Christ never even acknowledges their question, let alone answers it. Now,
as christ never indulged in either the aloofness that repels, or in bad manners
that disgust, we must seek another explanation for His behaviour at this point.

83
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Surelythe reason why orir Lord ignored their question is thatHFWanted to make
them concentrate on far more important and fundamental matters. And does
not Christ's conduct in this respect offer guidance to those who would be His
witnesses today? Experience soon teaches us that there are plenty of people who
like to talk about all manner of things connected with religion, except the "one

thing needful". It will be the Christian's wisdom to follow Christ's example, and
avoid being drawn into discussions that have little or no bearing on people's
fundamental spiritual needs, and endeavour to focus their minds on the subject
of their own eternal salvation.

2. Christ exposed their real reason for seeking Him

The next point that emerges from the passage is that Christ was not taken in by
their apparent interest in Him and His message, and did not hesitate to tell them
so to their faces. "Jesus answered them and said, Verily, verily, I say unto you,
Ye seek me, not because ye saw the miracles, but because ye did eat of the loaves,
and were filled" (verse 26). How quickly He saw through the veneer of religious
concern, to what lay behind their hunt after Him. They had come after Him to
Capernaum, not because the miracle of the feeding of the five thousand had
convinced them that He was the long-awaited Christ, who could teach them
God's way of salvation, but merely because they had eaten of the loaves and
fishes and been satisfied. People today must also be assured that their hearts are
just as well known to the ascended and glorified Son of God. He is not fooled by
the apparent interest of people in Christianity today for His eye pierces the hearts
and minds of men, and quickly discerns what they really believe and what they
actually seek. "Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in his sight: but
all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do"
(Hebrews 4:13).

3. Christ warned them against making earthly meat their main concern

How clearly these verses reveal man in all his ignorance, ioolishness and need,
and how clearly they reveal the blessed Christ of God in all His knowledge,
wisdom and grace! Before we look at the exhortation Christ gave the people, we
must look at the warning they received from His gracious lips. There are two
main points to notice about Christ's warning:

(a) The faithfulness behind Christ's warning
Faithfulness was ever a characteristic of the earthly ministry of'the Lord Jesus
Christ. Wherever one looks in the four Gospels, one finds Christ dealing with
people as He knew they needed to be dealt with, and not as they themselves
thought necessary. The Great Physician of souls was always too wise and too
kind to make a superficial diagnosis or prescribe a dubious remedy. Notice how,
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in verse 27, Christ neither dismisses these enquirers with a curt wave of the hand,
nor encourages them in their delusions by flattery. Instead, He gives them a
direct warning designed to stop them in their tracks and make them think."Labour not for the meat which perisheth. . . . " Now let us pause at this point,
and make sure we are clear about what Christ is actually saying here. He is nol
suggesting they should not take any care about earthly bread. After all, He had
earlier taught His disciples to pray for their daily bread (Matthew 6:ll), and
more recently fed over five thousand people by a miracle (John 6: l0-1 l). What
Christ ls doing by this statement is striking at their materialistic view of them-
selves and their lives in this world which He knew lay behind their obsession with
earthly bread. Christ clearly saw that, unless He first made them question the
priorities they were pursuing, there was little point in Him going on to exhort
them to obey the Gospel. And is not Christ's method the one that must be
employed by all who would deal faithfully with the souls of men and women
today? Are we not facing a similar situation today, where the great majority of
our fellow countrymen have the samg materialistic view of themselves, display
the same false priorities in their lives, and seem to view the Christian Church
merely as a kind of social centre or famine relief organisation? And is not the
rising generation being schooled in the selfsame errors, and thereby being
prepared for the same materialistic way of living as the present generation? Is it
any wonder, then, that after being indoctrinated in the atheistic theories of
evolution at school, and having such teaching seconded by children's television
programmes such as "Blue Peter" and "The Really Wild Road Show", and
their own relatives' behaviour, many youngsters exhibit the ugly symptoms of
gross materialism, even before they have left secondary school? Surely the first
Christian words they need to hear are the faithful warnings of Christ in this
passage - "LABOUR NOT FOR THE MEAT THAT PERISHETH"?

(b) The purpose behind Christ's warning
Before we pass on to consider Christ's second exhortation to the people, we must
pause to enquire why He took such care to warn them against making earthly
meat their great concern. The answer will become apparent if we consider
Christ's own words, " . .. the meat that PERISHETH". Our Lord knew
perfectly well that while the people entertained such a bloated view of the value
and importance of earthly meat they would not develop any concern for the
spiritual meat He had come to impart. His next step, therefore, was to assure
them that the meat so many of them were scrambling after was of only
temporary value: it simply satisfied their hunger for a short while, but could
never begin to touch the needs of their souls. How clearly Christ foresaw that, if
these misguided people continued on the foolish course they appeared set upon
following, they would not only miss all the blessings of the Christian life in
this world, but all the far greater blessings of heaven in the world to come as
well. Oh, who can describe the spiritual destitution of the person who neither
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knows, nor cares to know, God in a personal, saving and experimental way?
All his much-coveted possessions, all his escapist pleasures, all his man-given
honours, provide him only with "the meat that perisheth", and, by failing to
give him any true understanding of where he has come from, why he is here, and
where he is going, prove to be among -

". .  .  the idols dumb,
which blinded nations fear . . . "

(Metrical Psalm 96:5).

And when one also takes into account the sinfulness of such a course of gross
materialism, and the eternal punishment awaiting all those who reject their
Maker, wilfully transgress His holy laws, and die unpardoned by Him, then the
terrible picture of the materialist's spiritual destitution becomes complete. How
many people today are cut off in the prime of life, often as a direct result of their
own folly, as a warning to those who remain not to go on toiling for the meat that
perishes! Think of what must surely be one of the saddest illustrations of this
point witnessed in Great Britain in 1993 - the premature death of the brilliant
young Russian ballet dancer, Nureyev. Have we forgotten how even his closest
friends and admirers were shocked by his emaciated appearance, and the wayhe
had to be supported in his seat, when he attended the public premidre of a new
production of one of his own ballets? The ghastly spectacle of a young man,
once so active and with so much to live for, debilitated and dying through the
AIDS virus, which he had contracted through his own sinful homosexual
practices! And then the accounts in the national press, shortly after Nureyev's
death, of the auction at Sotherby's of the large number of valuable antiques
which he had gone to so much trouble and expense to acquire for his two homes!
'Of what profit then the world's lusts and pleasures, praises and possessions?
Can we wonder, therefore, that Christ, in His loving faithfulness to the souls of
men, exhorted these people to ' 'Labour NOT for the meat that PERISHETH' ' ?

4. Christ exhorted them to make spiritual meat ttreir great concern

Having faithfully warned the people against toiling after the bread which
perishes, Christ then proceeds to exhort them to seek earnestly the meat that
endures for ever. There are two main points for us to notice from His words here:

(a) The different nature of the meat they shoutd bi seeking
It is clear from the context that Christ is referring to a very differeht kind of meat
to that which merely satisfies the needs of the body. He is speaking now about
the spiritual bread that meets all the needs of the soul. What a reminder His
words are to people today that they possess immortal souls with tremendous
needs! Christ never viewed man as being on this planet by chance, having
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reached his present state through some long, evolutionary process, with the
meaning of life remaining a mystery until death snuffs out his very existence.
Christ believed and taught that every person comes into this world by the will of
God, the creator of the entire universe, and is individually crafted by the mighty
hands of His Maker, to whom he will always remain responsible. And the most
important part of man is his immortal soul, given to him by his divine creator,
and the loss of which cannot possibly be compensated by even the greatest
amount of worldly gain. "For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the
whole world, and lose his own soul?" (Mark 8:36-37). In other words, christ's
exhortation to make the obtaining of spiritual meat our first priority, includes a
call to return to a Biblical view of ourselves and our relationship to our divine
creator. For until a man believes that he is created in the image of God, and has
an immortal soul that can only find its satisfaction in God, and is destined to
spend the coming eternity in either heaven or hell, he will not leave off his blind
pursuit of material things, and begin to seek, in real earnest, that spiritual meat
to which Christ is referring.

(b) The enduring nature of the meat they should be seeking
Just as Christ had earlier emphasised the essentially temporary nature of the
meat the people had been pursuing, so He goes on to assure them of the enduring
nature of the spiritual meat they should be seeking before anything else."Labour. . . for that meatwhich endureth unto everlasting life . . . " (verse 27).
Is not our Lord saying to them, in effect: "The root of your problem is that
you are divorced from your Maker, living at emnity to Him, and in continual
transgression of His holy laws, and consequently exposed to His wrath. your
greatest and most urgent need is to repent of your sins, and be reconciled to my
Father, through the righteousness of His beloved Son, and then, and only
then, will you begin to taste this soul-satisfying meat which will be your portion,
not just while you are in this world, but throughout the endless ages of eternity. "
And do not the Saviour's gracious words also imply that this satisfying meat is
still available to empty, destitute souls today? can we think,-even for a moment,
that the blessed son of God would have uttered such words if He had not
intended them to apply right down to our own day and age? In His very
exhortation to seek the meat that endures for ever, Christ is assuring us that there
is a glorious alternative to the empty, meaningless, and ultimately hopeless
path of materialism being trodden by so many people at the present time.
That being so, then what a word of hope christ's exhortation brings to those
who are already beginning to see that the materialistic philosophy in which they
were reared is nothing but a cruel cheat; to realise that the continual and
exclusive emphasis on obtaining material possessions and pleasures has been
thoroughly misleading, and who are gripped by a deepening sense of frustration
as life slips away on rapid wings, and the reality of death begins to loom large
on their horizon.
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5. Christ promised to give them spiritual meat

Christ did not leave these people in any doubt asto how they could obtain the
spiritual meat He had been pressing them to seek, " . . . which the Son of man
shall give unto you . . . " (vetse 27). Andthe point that needs emphasising here is
that it is Christ, and Christ alone, who can give this spiritual meat to starving
souls today. Now that may seem like stating the obvious, but is a statement that
implies an important fact. As only Christ can give this spiritual meat, it is
obviously foolish for anyone to seek it from any other source. Hungry souls do
not need to invoke the Virgin Mary or some Popish saint; they do not need to
begin studying the teaching of Islam or Buddhism; nor do they need to embark
on a pilgrimage to the retreat of some self-styled guru who claims to have the
message of life! God has provided all that poor sinners need in the person, and
through the work, of His dear Son. Indeed, Christ isthe spiritual bread Himself,
as we see clearly from what He tells the people later on. "For the bread of God is
he which cometh down from heaven, and giveth life unto the world" (John
6:33). "I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he
that believeth on me shall never thirst" (John 6:35). All are bidden to come and
take freely of Him. Nowhere are hungry souls counselled to bring their works
with them when applying to Christ for this spiritual bread. There is no barter
arrangement existing between the blessed Son of God and the needy sons of
men. When Christ promises to "give" the bread that endures to everlasting life,
He is promising to give it freely, on the basis of His own, perfect obedience and
atonement, and not as a kind of reward for the supposed merits of men. His
words are but a New Testament reiteration of that gracious invitation given to
hungry, penniless souls in the Old Testament: "Ho, every one that thirsteth,
come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat: yea,
come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. Wherefore do ye
spend money for that which satisfieth not? hearken diligently unto me, and eat
ye that which is good, and let your soul delight itself in fatness. Incline your ear,
and come unto me: hear, and your soul shall live; and I will make an everlasting
covenant with you, even the sure mercies of David." How comforting, how
encouraging for needy souls to learn that Christ has never changed, neither has
He rescinded these gracious promises which He first gave to these poor souls
so long ago.

6. lVhy they could be so sure that Christ could give them spiritual meat

There is one further important point to notice before we bring our exposition to
a close. Christ did not content Himself with just promising His.hearers that He
would give them the bread "that endureth unto everlasting lif'e". He imme-
diately underlined that promise by assuring them that He had been actually
sealed by the Father - (' .. . for him hath God the Father sealed" (verse 27).
Now the word that Christ uses here means to seal, in the sense of sealing with
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one's own personal, authenticating stamp or mark. In other words, Christ
is assuring us that, just as important documents used to bear the impress of
the monarch's personal stamp or signet, so, in a much higher sense, He, the
incarnate Son of God, bears the authenticating stamp or seal of His Father
in heaven.

Think of the way in which the Father "sealed" Christ at His Baptisrn in the
River Jordan. "Now when all the people were baptized, it came to pass, that
Jesus also being baptized, and praying, the heaven was opened, and the Holy
Ghost descended in a bodily shape like a dove upon him, and a voice came
from heaven, which said, Thou art my beloved Son; in thee I am well pleased"
(Luke 3:21-22).

Think, too, of the different ways in which Christ showed His Father's seal.
Do not His Miracles reveal it? "But I have greater witness than that of John:
for the works which the Father hath given me to finish, the same works that
I do, bear witness of me, that the Father hath sent me" (John 5:36). Does not
Christ's wonderful Transfiguration reveal the Father's seal? "While he thus
spake, there came a cloud, and overshadowed them: and they feared as they
entered into the cloud. And there came a voice out of the cloud, saying, This is
my beloved Son: hear him" (Luke 9:34-35). Does not Christ's Resurrection
demonstrate that Christ had been sealed by the Father? "This Jesus hath God
raised up, whereof we all are witnesses" (Acts 2:32). "And declared to be the
Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection
from the dead" (Romans l:4). Indeed, it is difficult to think what further
evidence God the Father could have given to convince people that Jesus. of
Nazareth was the long-awaited Christ of God, and the uniqueness of His
glorious person and saving work.

Let us conclude, therefore, by assuring the reader that no poor, needy sinner,
who sees and feels the emptiness of the world, and all that it offers and dotes
over, need ever doubt of obtaining the soul-satisfying meat that "endureth unto
everlasting life" from the hands of the Lord Jesus Christ. The blessed Son of
God still delights to receive penitent sinners, and give them this spiritual meat in
abundance. At the same time, let none who, having heard the glorious message
of the Gospel, determine to continue labouring for the meat that perishes,
underestimate the terrible consequences of their impenitence. It is folly enough
to be labouring for the meat that perishes in the first place, but to treat Christ's
faithful warning and exhortation with contempt, His gracious promise with
disdain, and His heavenly seal with unbelief, can only be described as sheer
spiritual madness. Those words which we find recorded earlier in John's Gospel
will ever remain true. "For he whom God hath sent speaketh the words of God:
for God giveth not the Spirit by measure unto him. The Father loveth the Son,
and hath given all things into his hand. He that believeth on the Son hath
everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath
of God abideth on him" (John 3:34-36).
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Redemption
BENJAMIN HORSFORD

"Therefore the redeemed of the Lord sholl return, and come with singing unto
Zion; and everlasting joy shall be upon their head: they shall obtain gladness

and joy; ond sorcow and mourning shall flee eway" (Isaiah 51:I I)

THE SUBJECT of this article is redemption, and it is a mighty subject and most
important for the man who flees from the wrath to come to understand, because
to be wrong here is fatal. There is a "redemption" preached up and down the
country which depends on mon as to whether it becomes effective or not, but I
will try to mention what is already finished. We read in the first book of the Bible
how God was pleased to create man. What a wonderful creature he was - how
God honoured him with life, wisdom and understanding and after he was some
time in the Garden of Eden God saw fit to bring him a companion to cheer his
days, and to be a help-mate for him. Things went on well, till they disobeyed
God's command, then we find them, instead of enjoying their usual communion
with God in the Garden, fleeing from Him and hiding themselves amongst the
trees of the Garden.

We learn of God going after them and finding them, calling them and bringing
them before Him. He asks Adam the question, "Hast thou eaten of the tree
whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat?" . Adam only makes an
excuse - the woman in her turn is addressed: "What is this that thou hast
done?" Eve said: "The serpent beguiled me and I did eat" (Genesis 3). Also in
Genesis 3 : I 5 God speaks to the serpent: ' 'And I will put enmity between thee and
the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou
shalt bruise his heel." Now in this verse we come to two separate families.
We may call this a conference between four persons in which God is shown as
sovereign, telling each of His subjects what He would do,-and the punishment
they should take, but there is also a ray of light here for the human pair in God's
gracious will. The woman's seed was to be triumphant and should bruise Satan's
head. So Satan is cursed and also told of his defeat. Now we have identified the
two seeds or families, we leave them for the present. Henceforth we must try and
recognise them for we shall meet with them as we read the Bible as it was written
for our learning. Romans l5:4: "For whatsoever things were written aforetime
were written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the
scriptures might have hope.') t

Let us go to Genesis 4, and here we find two brothers, each of them offering a
definite sacrifice. The eldest brother brought a sacrifice of the fruit of the earth,
and I feel sure it was with great pride that he produced such fruit. There was
no humility in his heart - here was the fruit of his hands. In his heart he said,
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"How well I have done". God declined these fruits, He had no respect for this
offering, and Cain was very wrath and his countenance fell. Then God asks him,
"If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted?". But Cain took no notice of
God's questions. Abel also brought an offering of a lamb. The lamb was the
work of God's hands, and God accepted it because there was blood in it
representing the blood of the Lamb of God. Both offerings were definite - one
accomplished nothing, only showing up its offerer Cain still more wicked - that
was the effect of it on him. Abel's offering accomplished its object.

These two offerings represent all the offerings or sacrifices ever made or which
ever will be made. One the sacrifice of unenlightened man as was Cain's; the
other, the Sacrifice of the Lamb of God on Calvary which only enlightens those
converted by the mighty work of the Holy Spirit upon man's dark heart. God
Himself "delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into
the kingdom of his dear Son: in whom we have redemption through his blood,
even the forgiveness of sins" (Colossians l:13-14). No man can rest on God's
appointed Lamb except His Holy Spirit directs His people to the Lord Jesus.
"For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is
in Him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God"
( I Corinthians 2: I l). Now we learn from I John 3;12, " Cainwas of that wicked
one, and slew his brother". So the first man who was ever born was of Satan's
seed. Abel, the first man who died, went to heaven, being of the woman's seed,
and so it is all through the Bible. Abraham was called out from country and
kindred, and we find the call effectual, for God who is a sovereign must be
obeyed. Isaiah 55: l l: "My word . . . shall not return unto me void, but it shall
accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent
it. " Here is mentioned one of God's great "shalls" - "shall accomplish". God
is very jealous of His sovereignty. It is taught throughout His holy Word. He has
ever demonstrated His sovereign decree of election. In this connection read
Romans 9 from verse 9. Again in Psalm I l0:l-3: "The Lord said unto my Lord,
Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool. The Lord
shall send the rod of thy strength out of Zion: rule thou in the midst of thine
enemies. Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power."

Here we have the two seeds again - the first promise is to make his enemies his
footstool - then a promise of strength, and a command, "rule thou in the midst
of thine enemies"; and then another lovely promise, "Thy people shall be
willing in the day of thy power". Then comes, as it were, a compliment, or
perhaps the Father's joy on beholding the beauty of His well beloved Son, "In

the beauties of holiness from the womb of the morning: thou hast the dew of thy
youth". Those three verses speak most lovely and assuring words from God the
Father to God the Son, when he was sending Him as His sent servant to accom-
plish the finished salvation of His elect. Again in Malachi we meet with the two
different seeds - we have referred to them before in Romans 9. In Malachi I we
read: "The burden of the word of the Lord to Israel bv Malachi. I have loved

9 l
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you, saith the Lord. Yet ye say, Wherein hast thou loved us?" God answered:
"Was not Esau Jacob's brother? . . . yet I loved Jacob, and I hated Esau, and
laid his mountains and his heritage waste for the dragons of the wilderness.
Whereas Edom saith, We are impoverished, but we will return and build the
desolate places; thus saith the Lord of hosts, They shall build, but I will throw
down; and they shall call them, The border of wickedness, and, The people
against whom the Lord hath indignation for ever. And your eyes shall see, and ye
shall say, The Lord will be magnified from the border of Israel."

Now in the Old Testament we have followed those two families or seeds, one
of them is determined to work and build and win through their own strength -
the other are a people of God's love in whom the Lord will be magnified. Now we
will go to the New Testament, and we will hear what God has to say there. In
Matthew l:19weread of Joseph, thehusband of Mary, andhemusthavegreatly
loved her as her condition was causing him worry. In all his worry about these
things, "behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying,
Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that
which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost". Verse 2l says, "And she shall
bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his
people from their sins". There are three "shalls" mentioned in this short verse.
One is a foretelling of a coming event, the other is a command, and the third is a
glorious promise without any let or hinderment to it. The thing mentioned
coming from the lips of Jehovah - ''shall save his people from their sins". Now,
of course, those, his people, are the same people mentioned in Psalm I l0: to the
Lord Jesus they shall be a willing people, to Joseph, they shall be a saved people.
Here the word is to a privileged people, it includes a people owned and willing,
and those we may conclude are the woman's seed.

Now we go to John 3. In this chapter we read of two young men, one a Mighty
Teacher, the other a real seeker after truth. The seeker addressed the Teacher as
"Rabbi", and then asserts that the Teacher came from God, and gives his
reasons for saying so. The Lord Jesus says, "Except a man be born again, he
cannot see the kingdom of God". Then the seeker asks two questions: "How

can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter the second time into his mother's
womb, and be born?" Now the reply of the Lord Jesus to those questions are
most important: "A man must be born of water" (which is the word of God we
understand) "and of the Spirit". These are a combination. The Word of God
under the administration of the Spirit reveals to the seeking one his need. His
load of sin shows him his terrible condition - that.which is born of the flesh is
flesh, but that which is born of the Spirit is Spirit. Now our Saviour compares
this new birth as an event like the natural birth, only one is born of flesh, and that
is flesh, and there is no more claimed for it, and the other is born of the Spirit,
and what is produced is Spirit. "The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou
hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it
goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit. ' ' This birth we learn is the one and
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only effect of the Spirit. It is a work or act by the Spirit, as the natural birth was
and is an act of the flesh. Now to get a little more knowledge we go to Ephesians
2: l. Paul in this chapter uses a wonderful word - "quickened". "And you hath
he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins." "Quickened" - or made
alive - explaining our Saviour's talk of how a man is born again. Paul made a
further assertion telling them "who were dead in trespasses and sins". So being
born again is only and entirely according to those two passages. The work of God
there has not a bit of man in it. Man received a natural birth, and the people of God
receive a spiritual birth, and both have a nature according to their several births.

I know this truth is entirely denied by every false preacher, and also well hated.
We go back again to the Gospel of St. John, 5:21: "For as the Father raiseth up
the dead, and quickeneth them; even so the Son quickeneth whom he will."
Here the Lord Jesus claims sovereignty for both the Father and Himself and all
according to the will of the Lord Jesus. Verse 24: "Verily, verily, I say unto you,
He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting
life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life."
Is this verse the condition of everlasting life? Indeed, no, but the proof that he is
quickened. Then we come to John 6:37: "All that the father giveth me shall
come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out." There is no
doubt here that all whom the Father giveth to Christ shall come to him, and what
an encouragement to all those who are coming, knowing that their coming is
because they are given to Jesus by God the Father; they, being loved by an
everlasting love, are being drawn to Jesus. That is one reason why they come,
and then they are assured by Jesus that they will never be cast out. As John
Bunyan says when God sends out his "Mr. Shall-come", Christ's people come in.

Now we go to verse 39: "And this is the Father's will which hath sent me, that
of all which he hath given me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up again
at the last day." Verse 44: "No man can come to me, except the Father which
hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day."

In John l0:ll, Christ says, "I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd
giveth his life for the sheep". In this chapter He claims to know His sheep and is
"known of mine". In verse l5 He says, "And I lay down my nfe for the sheep".
In those two verses He claims to give His life for His sheep, and to lay down His
life for His sheep. Here we learn of a substitutionary sacrifice. In Isaiah 53 we
have a question asked and, as it were, a rider added. The verse is, "Who hath
believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed?". In the
second verse the Saviour is described, and the third verse says, "He is despised
and rejected of men". Then in the fourth verse, His work is described, and how
He behaved, and in the eighth verse we are told what happened to Him, and in
the latter part of this verse we are told why all this happened - "For the
transgression of my people was he stricken."

There is asserted the extent of Christ's death - a ransom Himself for His
Father's people who were given to Him to ransom. We are told we were not
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redeemed by corruptible things such as silver and gold, but by the precious blood
of Christ (l Peter l: 18-19). Here we have the doctrine of redemption asserted,
and Christ Jesus, when dying upon the cross cried, "It is finished". So there it
follows that redemption is a complete work. How do we receive this great
salvation or why? Because God the Father loves us from all eternity. He sent
Christ Jesus, His well beloved Son, to redeem us. Christ, having finished His
people's redemption and ascended up on high, has received gifts for men. One of
these gifts is salvation. Then the Holy Spirit applied this gift to each redeemed
sinner by quickening them or giving life to their dead souls. What are the signs
that we are redeemed? Do we feel our sinnership; do we? And can we say from
the heart like Job, "Behold I am vile, from the crown of the head to the sole of
the foot"? Are we looking for a substitute to do for us what we cannot do for
ourselves? Then THIS is the work of the Holy Spirit - we are born again, or
quickened - we are living souls, for the dead know nothing. And soon we will
see Jesus who died for us and FINISHED our salvation. The fact that we are
resting on His death for our spiritual life proves that we have everlasting life.
"Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him
that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is
passed from death unto life" (John 5:24).

Does not that make you very humble, for if you were not one of God's elect
you would never have received the precious gift of this faith. "For by grace are ye
saved through faith, and that not of yourselves - it is the gift of God." The
quickened are praying men - never an hour passes but they have to visit the
throne of grace for help in time of felt need.

Let the word "Redeemed" be sweet music in your heart. Rejoice in a finished
salvation. Though troubled by many temptations, remember your Saviour was
tempted in all things as you are.

The Six Days of Creation
PHIL IP  J .  R IMMER (Bo l ton )

THE SCRIPTURAL TEACHING found in Genesis chapter I informs us that
we live in a world which is not eternal, it is a world that had a specific beginning in
time and it was created by a powerful and almighty God. When the world and the
universe were created there were no materials with which to make them, they
were created out of nothing. The six days of creation also teaches us that God
formed the universe in an orderly way.

On day one, God created light; on day two, God made the firmament; on day
three, God created the earth and vegetation; on day four, God made the sun,
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moon arid stars; on day five, God created sea animals and birds; and on day six,
God created animals and man. The perfection of God's creation can be seen in
the continual use of the word "good', which is to be found seven times in this
opening chapter of Genesis; for example in Genesis l :4: "And God saw the light,
rhat it was good." Everything that was created was made for the glory of God.

The biblical account of creation is not accepted by everybody. Modern
thinking on the subject is known as the Theory of Evolution. It teaches that the
universe is eternal and that it was not created out of nothing. Furthermore it
teaches that the world in which we live today is a result of a process known as the
survival of the fittest. Animals and plants which are weak cannot survive and
they become extinct. In evolutionism there is no room for God and there is,
therefore, no ultimate reason for the existence of the world or the universe.

It has to be remembered that evolution is a theory and it has no proof to back
up its claims. This means that, contrary to the opinion of many people, there is
no conflict of ideas between the Bible and science. In considering the Bible and
science we need to define what we mean by "truth"; it is defined as that which
really is, or really was or really will be. Science should be then the "truth" of
what is revealed by nature. The Bible is the spiritual truth that is revealed to us by
God. Science can be termed "the book of nature", whilst the Bible can be called
"the book of life". As God is the author of both, any discovery in natural
revelation is just another aspect of the same total truth. So-called conflicts
between science and the Bible are due to errors on the side of the scientist. There
are usually errors in the way they have investigated facts, in the theories they
have produced, or in both.

One of the main points of conflict between evolutionists and the scriptural
account of creation is the fact that creation took place in only six days. The
evolutionist would point to the number of fossils that have been found and
declare that this proves that it took millions of years for the earth as we know it to
come into being. A look at historical dates and Biblical genealogies estimates
that creation took place at about 4,000 BC, which puts the world as only around
6,000 years old. The Bible does not allow the necessary t[me after creation to
account for fossils being produced by evolution.

In looking at the evidence of fossils the scientist has made a number of
assumptions. It is assumed that they were produced over a long period of time,
but is that true? For example, there are fossils of fern leaves which have been
preserved in great detail. Yet a fern leaf is very fragile and delicate; would it not
have perished over such a long period of time? To forrn a fossil would it not have
needed to have been formed quickly, possibly caused by the great flood?

Another question raised by evolutionists is that creation could not have
occurred in six days because ofthe earth's appearance ofgreat age. The believer
has no problems with this question, for this query completely ignores the fact
that Adam and Eve were created as adults and not as little babes. For an all-
powerful God to create a world with the appearance of age would not be difficult.
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Whilst the Hebrew word for "day" may mean more than a twenty-four hour
period, there is no reason to doubt that creation took place in six twenty-four
hour days. Some people also claim that there is a vast time span between
Genesis l: I and Genesis l:2 and that the account in chapter I is an account of
restoration and not the original creation. Creation was a supernatural event
which did not need millions of years to happen. Again, there is no reason to
doubt that creation took place in the period of six days, each of twenty-four
hours'duration.

The Bible in Genesis I teaches us that the creation of man was the crowning
glory of God's creation. All of the human race have descended from Adam and
Eve. Even evolutionists agree that mankind is the highest form of creature on the
earth; they also agree that mankind had only two natural parents from which
everybody else descended. This is because they believe that everything has
happened by chance.

It is agreed that since creation, man has greatly advanced. For example,
a look at the way technology has developed shows how far man has advanced
in knowledge during the last few hundred years since the beginning of the
Industrial Revolution.

It is also agreed that many of those basic structures found in lower forms of
life are found in man. It does not mean that man evolved from a microscopic
being. Man was created, matter and spirit were fused together to make a living
soul. "And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed
into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul" (Genesis 2:7).
There may have been creatures other than apes which were similar to man, but
let us be clear in our minds that these were not men! Apart from sin, the Bible
teaches that man has always been essentially the same.

The Bible account in Genesis l:27 states: "So God created man in his own
image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them."
Man was created in the image of God. Adam had been given sufficient
knowledge of the law of God written in his heart and a special command to
test his obedience. He was capable of obedience, but also capable of failing
in his obedience. In fact, Adam before the fall had more perfect knowledge
and a higher moral character than mankind has had since. In other words, man
had a highly developed intelligence; he was in no way like a cave man behaving
like an animal.

Let us examine a little closer what is meant by the phrase "the image of God".
We know from the scriptures that we worship a Triune God, three persons -
Father, Son and Holy Ghost - but yet only one God. In the Godhead there is a
diversity of persons and this is found in a similar manner with man. Man has one
personality with various faculties - man has a mind, a heart, and a will.

Man before the fall had knowledge, the physical senses and ability to learn.
Man before the fall understood holiness, he had the sensibility and desire to
worship God in true holiness. Man before the fall also had righteousness, he
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was in possession of the physical and mental power, and ability to subject all
things to the purpose and will of Almighty God. This knowledge, holiness and
righteousness are characteristics of God. In the Godhead we know that the
Father is said to have the knowledge and the purpose; it is the Son who presents
the worship of His people to the Father; and it is the work of the Holy Ghost who
executes the determinations of the Godhead.

In looking at the Old Testament it should be remembered that the subject of
dl the scriptures is the Lord Jesus Christ. What can we learn in closing from
Genesis chapter I concerning the work of our Redeemer? On the first day of
creation "God said, Let there be light". In the opening verses of John's Gospel,
John 1:l-12, we find the Lord Jesus Christ being described as the "Light".

When Adam sinned all of mankind sinned with him: "Wherefore, as by one
man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all
men, for that all have sinned" (Romans 5:12). Because of this we are all in
spiritual darkness. Sin has separated us from a holy God; no longer have we the
knowledge, holiness and righteousness which Adam had before the fall. By
nature we are now the enemies of God, we are totally unable to satisfy the
righteous demands of God. The law of God says "do and live" or "do not and
die". Sadly we do not keep the law of God and our just punishment would be
everlasting damnation in the fires of hell.

This brings us to the Lord Jesus Christ, a Redeemer who has satisfied the debt
that hell-deserving sinners owe to God for their sins. There is no other Saviour to
be found, there is a crucified Christ to believe on for salvation. "For God so
loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in
him should not perish, but have everlasting life" (John 3:16).

This is the light that the world needs. The apostle Paul in addressing King
Agrippa gave this account of his commission from the Lord Jesus Christ. He was
"To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the
power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and
inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me" (Acts 26: l8).

Have you had your eyes opened to the glorious Gospel light? Have you
received the forgiveness of your sins? Have you received your inheritance among
them which are sanctified by faith that is in Christ Jesus? Remember the Lord
Jesus Christ is able to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by Him.

Question and answer number 26 fromthe Heidelberg Catechism states:

"Question - What believest thou when thou s'ayest "I believe in God the
Father, Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth"? .t
Answer - That the eternal Father of our Lord Jesus Christ (who of
nothing made heaven and earth, with all that is in them; who likewise
upholds and governs the same by His eternal counsel and providence) is for
the sake of Christ His Son, my God, and my Father; on whom I rely so
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'- " entirely, that I have no doubt, but He will provide me with all things
necessary for soul and body: and further, that He will make whatever evils
He sends upon me, in this valley of tears turn out to my advantage; for He is
able to do it, being Almighty God, and willing, being a faithful Father."

May the Lord enable you to say Amen to this statement of truth.

Jottings from a Pilgrim's Notebook
" 

John 12:12-22 - Believing in Jesus as Messiah

IT WAS THE DAY after the fellowship meal in the home of Martha, Mary and
Lazarus, that Jesus set out for Jerusalem to keep the Passover. He it was who
sent two disciples to bring the young ass, on which He was to ride to the city. The
disciples did not remember that this was prophesied of the Messiah (Zechariah
9:9), they simply obeyed His orders, as did the owner of the ass. It was when
Jesus set off for Jerusalem that the people who had heard how Jesus had raised
Lazarus from the dead, began to spread their garments and palm branches as a
carpet for Him, and cried out Hosanna, blessed is the King of Israel that cometh
in the name of the Lord. The story of how He raised Lazarus from the dead was
spread about Jerusalem, so that crowds came out to meet Him and to take up the
same cry - Hosanna, Blessed is the King that cometh in the name of the Lord.
The Pharisees were dismayed, and some Greek proselytes who had come up to
the Passover Feast, saw, and went to Philip with their request - "$i1, we would
see Jesus". Their request was passed on by Andrew to Jesus. Here we see what
those Jews did who, hearing how Jesus had raised the dead, believed that He was
the long promised Messiah. They welcomed Him as such, believing that He
would save them from the Roman rulers, and set up His Kingdom in Jerusalem.
They believed; but did not commit themselves to Him for His will to be done.
They wanted Him to do what they desired and planned.

Let us take note. This was not real faith. There are many who act in the same
way. They believe that Jesus is the Saviour; they believe He can take them to
heaven; but, they still want their own way. They want Him to give them earthly
wealth and happiness, but they do not want Him to rule all their conduct and
plans. Real faith that comes by the Holy Spirit turns from self seeking and
commits the whole life to Him, to be lived under His direction.

It was because of what they heard of Jesus that those Greeks came with their
request - Sir we would see Jesus. They wanted a personal introduction to Him.
They wanted to see Him for themselves and hear Him for themselves. This is my
prayer today. Lord, I would see Jesus. I have seen Him as my Saviour and my
God; but I want to see Him today directing me what He would have me do.
I want to see afresh His love that I may not turn aside. A. V. McC.
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A Sinner Prayrng for Mercy
CHARLES BRADLEY N7B9-18711

"The publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto
heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me o sinner"

(Luke 18:13)

"TWO MEN," our Lord says, "went up into the temple to pray." These two
men He intends to represent two very common classes of men. They both come
to the house of God, and they both pray there or profess to pray, but there is this
important difference between them - the one prays aright, the other very far
from aright; the one is accepted of God, the other rejected.

To which of these two classes, brethren, do we belong? We certainly belong to
one or the other of them. and the text will show us to which. It sets before us the
accepted worshipper. We shall find in him four circumstances to notice - the
blessing he asks for, the character in which he asks for it, the manner of his
supplicating it, and his success.

1. The blessing he asks is mercy; "God be merciful lo me".

But for this, you may say, we all ask; and true, in words we do. The fact,
however, is that some of us do not pray for mercy even when we think we are
praying for it. We may have never once really prayed for it in our whole lives.

Did you ever ask yourselves what mercy is? It means, in common language, pity
shown to the miserable for pity's sake. Strictly speaking, it ceases to be mercy, if
the miserable have any claim on us. It takes then the character of justice. And
mercy has exactly the same meaning in holy scripture. It signifies God's kindness
extended to miserable man of God's own pure goodness. And because sin is our
chief misery, mercy generally signifies the pardon of our sins; the free pardon of
them; pardon given us, not, as is sometimes said, when we deserve pardon, but
when we are altogether undeserving of it, when we can no more find anything in us
to recommend us to God's favour, than we can find holiness in sin or brightness in
midnight. Mercy has its origins in the depths of Jehovah's own soul. His soul is
ever full of it, even to overflowing. It wants nothing in man to give it existence,
and nothing save misery in man to draw it forth. It flows from Him with as little
respect to our deservings, as the sun's light has to the world's darkness, or the
showers of heaven to the earth's drought. Even the sacrifice of Christ through
which it comes to us, adds nothing to it. It is only a glorious channel the mighty
stream has made for itself through mountains of difficulties, that it may reach
our miseries. God loved us, He was mercifully inclined toward us, and because
He was so, "He sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins".

99



100 The GospelMagazine

You see then how easily we may mistake in this thing. Thousands are daily
asking for something else under the name of mercy. We never really pray for
mercy unless we supplicate it for mercy's sake. Hear David pray for it. He makes
mercy his plea for mercy, and his only plea. "Have mercy upon me, O God,
according to thy lovingkindness: according unto the multitude of thy tender
mercies blot out my transgressions."

2. We may turn now to the character in which this man prays. He says, "God be
merciful to me a sinner".

Look for a moment at the other man. "The pharisee," we read, "stood and
prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are." And
this language seems at first pious and good. He was different from other men; and
a godly man must differ from others. He ascribes this difference to God, and God
it is, who by His grace makes us to differ. He deems this difference a blessing and
thanks God for it, and who can thank God enough if He has made him unlike an
evil world? Wherein then was the man wrong? Before he begins the parable, our
Lord tells us - he "trusted in himself that he was righteous". True, everything
around him declared the reverse. He was now in the temple. There before him
were the priests supplicating the pardon of the nation's transgressions; there stood
the altar of burnt-offering directly within his sight; either the morning or the
evening sacrifice had probably at this time just been slain; look where he would,
the whole temple proclaimed itself a temple built for sinners; it proclaimed to this
pharisee the divine holiness and man's great guilt; yet he feels as he stands in it no
guilt; he prays in this temple as a righteous man. His prayer, you observe, did not
harmonize with the place he was in; nor did it correspond any better with his own
character. All he says of himself might be true. He might not be "as other men are,
extortioners, unjust, adulterers"; but was he therefore righteous? No; he was in
God's sight a sinner, and a most guilty and miserable one.

And we know too well where to find men like him. Our own church, just like
this Jewish temple, tells us everywhere of human sinfulness. Both its sacraments
set it forth to us. Baptism says we are polluted and need spiritual cleansing; and
then comes the supper of the Lord, reminding us in the most affecting manner,
by the emblems of His broken body and poured out blood, that we are offenders
and heavy offenders against a holy God. Our prayer-book too is emphatically a
sinner's prayer-book. It is not that it makes us call ourselves "miserable
offenders" in one place, and "miserable sinners" in another, it has our great
sinfulness in view in almost every prayer it contains; and blessed be God that it
has! It would be no prayer-book for us, if it had not. And yet thousands come to
our sacraments and use our prayers, shall I say, without one thought of their
sins? If not so, yet thinking tenfold nrore of their righteousness; thoroughly well
pleased with themselves; glad and thankful, just as this pharisee was, that they
are not like other men.
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But turn to the publican. What a contrast! He prays in a character that
corresponds exactly with the temple services, and also with the blessing he
supplicates. There at the altar falls the sacrifice, and who needs a sacrifice but the
sinful? He pleads for mercy, and who needs mercy but the guilty? And it is a
blessed thing, brethren, for a sinful man to be thus willing to take his own proper
ground when he prays. He must take it, if he means to obtain God's mercy.
All the mercy that exists in God, boundless as it is, is mercy for sinners. The
Gospel which proclaims it to us, proclaims it as such. "Christ Jesus," it says,
"came into the world to save sinners";He died for sinners; yea, He still l ives in
heaven as an Advocate for sinners. To come then within the range of Christ's
commission, we must be sinners. He has nothing to do with us if we are not, no
more than with the angels in heaven or the lost angels in hell. And to obtain
God's mercy through Christ, we must know and feel ourselves to be sinners.
We must seek mercy as sinners, and as sinners we must accept it. Nay, brethren,
as sinners we must trust in God after we have received it; as sinners we must hope
in Him; as sinners we must love Him; and as sinners we must praise Him. Some
of you may say, "No ; we will come before God as His beloved children" ; and so
you may; at least such of you as have fled for refuge to Christ the Saviour; but
still you must come before Him, you must pray to Him, and praise Him, as His
sinful children. Abel did so. He took a sacrifice when he drew near the Lord; he
approached Him, just as this publican approached Him, in a sinner's character,
and he was accepted. Cain felt no need of this . He got on other ground; he stood
before God simply as a dependent and grateful creature, exactly as this pharisee
stood; he brought his offering of fruits and flowers, but no sacrifice; and Cain
was rejected. "The Lord had respect unto Abel and to his offering, but unto
Cain and his offering he had not respect."

3. Observe now the manner in which this worshipper prays

And here again all is in harmony. His manner accords well with his character
and his petition.

He is a sinner, and consequently he prays most humbly.
"The pharisee stood by himself," but it was evidently pride of heart, which

led him to do so. He shrunk from the common crowd, and from this publican
especially, as from one whose presence near him would contaminate him. The
publican too shrinks from him, but for another reason, "He stood afar off",
doubtless because he felt himself utterly unworthy to be near this seemingly
righteous pharisee, or near any one who appeared really to love God. Here was
one proof of his deep humility; and now see another. There is a Being in heaven
far holier than the holiest of mortals, and this the man knew. Mark the abase-
ment of his soul before Him. He comes into His presence in His temple, but
when there, he feels there as though he could hardly bear His presence - "he

would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven'' . He could not. He was like an

l0 l
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offending child, that comes humbled and heart-broken to a forgiving father,
and covers his face in shame and confusion as he comes, not daring to meet his
father's glance. O for this prostration of the spirit! Where shall we find it? Were
we to say, nowhere, we should "offend against the generation of God's
children". It is to be found, or something like it, in every man who is really
drawing near God's footstool for mercy. There is not a man on the earth among
those that have obtained mercy, who deems this humiliation strange. The young
Christian may not know much of it - of what holy feeling does he know much?
but every Christian knows something of it, and will assuredly know more. Ask
the old Christian what he understands of it, the experienced and tried Christian,
the man who rejoices the most in his Redeemer's mercy and has seen the most of
his Redeemer's glory - ask him what his feelings often are as he prays. He will
say, just as holy Job said, "I abhor myself". He will say just what the pious Ezra
said, "O my God, I am ashamed and blush to lift up my face to thee, my God".

And it is cheering to see, as we look at this scripture, how well the Lord Jesus
understands all the workings of the striken heart. He could never have felt as this
sinful publican felt; He had never known sin, and could not know what shame
and humiliation in His Father's presence were; yet here He describes them as
naturally as though He had deeply experienced them. And you especially,
brethren, may take comfort from this, who are now bowed down by these
feelings. You cannot look up to God, you scarcely dare even to pray to Him, so
hateful and loathsome do you deem yourselves in His sight; but that God knows
well the workings of your soul. He looks on you, though you dare not look on
Him; and never again will He take from you that look of kindness. "To this
man," He says, "will I look with all the care, and pity, and tenderness of
my soul, even to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and that trembleth
at my word."

This publican prayed also very earnestly. He "smote upon his breast". No
matter what led him to do so. It was doubtless a mixture of feelings. Indig-
nation against himself, a sense of his own pollution and misery, a thrilling
apprehension of coming wrath - these things took possession of his mind;
they agitated him; and like a man driven to extremities, he could not restrain his
agitation, he smote himself as he cried for mercy. He became exceedingly earnest
in his prayer for it. He prayed for nothing else; he thought of nothing else.
Mercy is everything with him.

And what was it to you, Christian brethren, when you first felt your need of it?
It was before a word, an ideal thing; or at best, it was something which you
thought you might want one day or other but for the present could do without.
God, however, by His Spirit touched your heart, and then food for the starving,
water for the fainting, pardon for the condemned, life for the dying - never
were one of these things more eagerly asked for, than mercy by you. You prayed
for it in some measure according to your great need of it and its own great worth .
That was the happiest hour of your life, when you first dared to hope you had
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found it. O that some here who seem to pray for it coldly, might be led to ask
rhemselves whether they ever pray for it at all! Remember what it is.

It is God's mercy, His free and entire forgiveness, His abounding mercy, a
mercy above all our sins, above all our wants and miseries, yea, above all our
thoughts. We are undone for ever without it; we are happy for ever with it. There
is an eternity of dark, bitter misery before us - this mercy can save us from it.
There is a heaven of rest and joy above us, and this same mercy can raise us to it.
Can a cold prayer then for a blessing like this be a real prayer? No, never. Have
we been aware of what we have asked for, when we have asked for this? Many of
us have not. We have been trifling with this mercy, and trifling with the God who
gives it. Lord, at length show us mercy, and mercy especially for this, that we
have so little valued or sought Thy mercy.

4. There is yet another circumstance in the parable to be noticed - the success
of this man's prayer

It was, first, abundant success, success beyond his petition. He asks for mercy,
for mercy only; but hear our Lord: "I tell you, this man went down to his house
justified." Had He said "pardoned", He would fully have met the man's
request, but He goes beyond this - He says "justified".

The word implies that this poor, trembling publican was now accepted of
God, and received by Him into His favour. Not only has He forgiven him his
iniquity and covered all his sin, taken away from him all His wrath and turned
himself from His anger - the word intimates that the feelings of God toward
him are those of love and delight; not a monarch's feelings toward a guilty rebel
whom He has just pardoned and dismissed, but that monarch's feelings towards
one who was a rebel, but whom now He had adopted and declared His son. It is
rhe same word that is so often applied by St. Paul to those who stand before God
washed in the blood, and clothed in the righteousness, of the Lord Jesus. They
are still vile in themselves, and are still hateful to themselves on account of their
vileness, but "They are to me," says God, "as dear sons and as pleasant
children. I heed not their vileness. There is a robe on them, that covers all their
shame; a robe wrought for them by the Beloved of my soul in the days of His
anguish, and while I see that, I look no farther. I cast all their sins behind my
back; their sins and their iniquities will I remember no more. No holy angel in my
own holy heaven is dearer to me than they." God never gives mercy only,
brethren. When He gives this, He gives His love and His heart with it, all the
blessings of His grace and all the riches of His glory.

See this beautifully shadowed forth in another parable. "I will drise and go to
my father," said the prodigal in his misery. He goes, and what is there for him?
Forgiveness, and then a hireling's place in his father's house? There is much
more - a father's embrace and a father's love, the best raiment he can find for
him and the best food. There is joy in his father's house on account of him, and
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joy in his father's heart. He is received as a beloved and faithful son. And thus
the psalmist couples together the mercy of Jehovah, and the abundance of His
goodness to His redeemed: "Let Israel hope in the Lord, for with the Lord there
is mercy, and with Him is plenteous redemption."

This publican's success was also immediate. "I tell you," our Lord says,
"he went down to his house justified".

We might have looked for some trial or some process to be gone through,
before he should be fully pardoned. He himself perhaps, when he asked for
mercy, was looking forward to some distant day, and praying that he might find
mercy then, the mercy that Paul prayed for at Rome for his friend Onesi-
phorus - mercy "in that day". "But there is mercy for him now," says
Jehovah; "I will interpose no delay"; and the man goes from God's house to his
own pardoned and accepted. An hour ago he was indeed a sinner; the iniquities
of a whole life were on him and hell beneath him; now he is cleansed, and
cleansed for ever from all sin. One look at the slain sacrifice, one cry for mercy,
has made that miserable sinner a child of God and an heir of heaven.

Is this strange to any of you? Is it almost passing your belief? Which of God's
ways of mercy is not so? They are all strange, all wonderful, for that mercy itself
is most wonderful. It is great beyond our conception of greatness. We can no
more fathom it than we can fathom eternity; we can no more measure it than we
can measure the distance between Cod and ourselves. God Himself so describes
it: "Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts, and
let him return unto the Lord, and He will have mercy upon him; and to our God,
for He will abundantly pardon, ' ' and then what measure does God give us of this
abundant mercy? He immediately adds, "neither are your ways my ways, saith
the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher
than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts."

Am I speaking to any fellow-sinner who feels his need of mercy like this? who
would deem even the most distant hope of it a blessing unutterable? Is there a
man here, who can look on this publican as he stands crying for mercy in the
temple and say, "That man am I"? Then I would say to that fellow-sinner, and
say it as one who must give account to the living God for every word he utters
here, there is the same mercy for you, that this publican found - exactly the
same - free mercy, abounding mercy, immediate mercy. Nay, there is no other
mercy for you. It must be this or none. Our God is a great God, and there is no
partial, no limited mercy with Him. Mercy is His delight, and when He gives it at
all, He gives it in a large measure, with His wholsheart and His whole soul.
And He gives it at once. One touch of Christ's garment made a sick woman
whole, and immediately whole. One believing look at Christ on His cross, one
prayer to Christ on His throne, can bring mercy to you, and bring it now; yea,
make at this very moment such a change in your condition, that did you enter
these walls a child of wrath, you shall leave them a son of glory; you too shall go
down to your house justified. It does not follow that you would at once be aware
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of this change. We are not told that this man knew he was justfied, but justified
he was. And justified shall you be, and every child of man, the moment God's
mercy is implored, and God's promises in Christ Jesus embraced. Your
"iniquity shall be sought for, and there shall be none; and your sins, and they
shall not be found".

Shall I end here, brethren? O that I could, and feel I had said all that I ought!
But you remember how we began. The Lord Jesus did not deliver this parable to
encourage the contrite, but chiefly to reprove and alarm the self-righteous.
While this trembling worshipper goes down to his house justified, he shows us
another worshipper going from the temple just as he entered it - well pleased
with himself, better pleased perhaps than he was before, but, alas! not justified.
The burden of sin still rests on him, and the displeasure of God follows him.
All he has gained by his worship is worse than nothing; he had better not have
gained it. It is only an increase of his self-complacency and pride.

And it is a mournful thought that this man is only a picture of some of you.
Christ intended him as a picture of some of you. ''There, " he says, "look at that
pharisee; that decent, moral, self-delighted, but unpardoned pharisee; and say
:rs you leave my courts, each one of you to himself; Thou art the man. Thou hast
come here, where all thou hast witnessed has told thee of thy sinfulness and
misery. Thou hast come to a temple built for sinners; thou hast joined in prayers
written for sinners; thou hast heard of a Saviour, who came into the world to
save sinners; thou hast listened to a Gospel which proclaims mercy, free and
abundant mercy, for the chief of sinners; there is a happy heaven, thou hast been
told, set open for sinners; but what has been the language of thy heart? I may be a
sinner, but I have not felt here as one; I have not really prayed as one; I have not
attended to the sermon I have heard as though I were one, I have rather thanked
God that I am not one, but a good and righteous man. I am now going home,
and in what frame of mind? Loathing myself for my guiltiness, and anxious to
get alone and cast myself down before an offended God, and implore His
mercy? No, let this or that guilty man among my neighbours act thus. I have no
need. The Lord is already well pleased with me." O brethren, a real believer in
Christ would not have his soul in your soul's stead for 

"a 
thousand worlds!

This satisfaction with yourselves, if it is not shaken, will prove your ruin.
May the living God by His mighty Spirit shake it! May He force from you this
day, in spite of yourselves, this humble but blessed prayer, "God be merciful
to me a sinner" !

What theme my soul shall best employ, '

Thy harp before thy God
And make all heaven to ring with joy?
'Tis Jesu's precious blood.

Joseph lrons
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Archaic or Accurate - Modern Translations of the Bible andYoaversus
Thee in the language of worship. Edited by J. P. Thackway and published by
"The Bible League". This 48 page book may be obtained from Mrs. R. Ward'
20 Thistlebarrow Road, Salisbury, Wiltshire, SPl3RT.

In recent years we have seen the arrival of many new versions of the Bible which
use the pronouns you and your when addressing God. This has resulted in this
practice being brought into the language of public and private prayers. On the
other hand we have the Authorised Version of the Bible which uses words such as
thee and thy, words which have been used for several hundred years in the
worship of God.

This book, written by many different authors, contains articles mainly from
past issues of The Bible Leogue Quarterly. The purpose of the book is to clarify
the accuracy of translation in the use of these pronouns and their reverence in
addressing the Triune God.

The book shows that the use of pronouns in Scripture su ch as thee and thy are
not old-fashioned words from a bygone era, as is suggested by many people
today. These second person pronouns were already out of common use when
the Authorised Version of the Bible was translated. They were used by the
translators because they were the literal translation of either the Hebrew or
Greek manuscripts. Only the Authorised Version of the Bible is a literal trans-
lation from the Hebrew or Greek and as such this gives us a clearer under-
standing of Scripture - the articles illustrate this on many occasions. It is
because of the use of second person pronouns in the Authorised Version that
these became part of the language of worship, a feature that should be retained
to give due reverence to God.

This book is highly recommended.

To God be the Glory. Dorothy Price. Arthur H. Stockwell. pp. 39 (hardback).
f5.40.

This book, described as a believer's poems and verses, is by a reader of the
Gospel Magazine. The poems are largely based on biblical texts and cover a
variety of subjects.

The author is no stranger to the difficulties and problems of life and writes
from the depth of her own experience. Her hope is that this book will help to
point others to Christ.

The book is attractively produced, but we feel that it would have been better
without some of the illustrations. M.H.

P.J.R.


