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Editorial #
"_ r -

MY THOUGHTS GO BACK to the Church where I began my ministry in
Dublin over forty years ago. On the wall behind the reading desk were three
texts, their message has remained with me over the years. The texts all relate to
what the Lord is able to do. Here they are:

l. Able to Save - Hebrews 7:25. This verse reminds us of man's greatest
need - salvation. This is something he cannot supply himself, but which God
has graciously provided at tremendous cost. Peter tells us that we have been
redeemed at no less a cost than the blood of Christ.

2. Able to Keep - 2 Timothy l:12. Here is one of Paul's most triumphant
declarations. It is the more remarkable when we recall that he was facing the
prospect of a martyr's death. He was serene in the midst of dangers,
disappointments and difficulties.

How personal was Paul's faith ! He could say: " I know whom I have believed,
and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him
against that day." Only a personal faith will be of any use to us in the dark and
stormy day.

3. Able to Deliver - Daniel3:17. This text refers to the three young Hebrews
who defied the command of the pagan king and resolved to be faithful to their
God. They were unafraid and told the king plainly that their God was able to
deliver them from his hand. They did not serve a remote deity but One in whom
they had placed their trust. God can always find a way. God in an amazing
fashion triumphs over all opposition.

May these three texts be a strength to you as they have been to me. :'zi
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Resignation and Confidence
A Sermon by the Editor

' "Yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my solvotion"
(Habakkuk 3:18)

ADAM CLARK, an old time commentator, said: "Here is the finest display of
resignation on the one hand and of confidence on the other. " So it is - you get
this fine balance of resignation, of coming to terms with his situation, and over
all, a wonderful confidence in God. so Habakkuk was saying that, what he was
in prosperity, he would be in adversity and, whether it was adversity he was
facing or whether it was prosperity, he would continue to rejoice in the Lord.

1. The prophet's anticipation
There it is set out so clearly in verse 17: "Although the fig tree shall not
blossom . . . ". Habakkuk knew that evil was at hand and that it was
unavoidable and he anticipated a crash that would occur on a nationwide scale.
Indeed he says that no part of the economy would be exernpt. His people formed
largely an agricultural society. I want you to notice how his wordJinciude all the
basic forms of farming that were carried on in the land. So it begins, ,.Although
the fig tree shall not blossom' ' - a familiar factor of the landscape in Judaea. its
shade was often sought after. you remember too, from the reading of the old
Testament, that to dwell under the fig tree was the old Testament imige of peace
and security and so we get the phrase, "Every man under his vine and under his
fig tree". So we can understand the emotion that would be caused by the sight of
the fig tree with its branches barked and bare. To say, as Habakkui does-here,
that the fig tree shall not blossom, was really to say that hope would be blighted
in the bud. Everything would be hopeless. The fig tree was so imponant.

Next, notice: "Neither shall fruit be in the vines. " The mountains and valleys
of Judaea were oftenset ogt as vineyards and they were notd for rheir fertility.
Going back again to th-e_old restament, when Moses sent out the twelve spies io
reconnoitre the land of canaan and caleb the son of Jephunneh and Joshua the
son of Nun were men enough to sign a minority report, they went to Eschol and
brought back such a tremendous cluster of grapes it took two men to carry them
on a stave. The grapes were something to be noted. so now, to say that there was
no fruit in the vines, was reallyto write.,Ichabod" - ..Thegloryis departed" _
over the land. Then later on he says: "The labour of the otive snhl faii." Judaea
was the land of olive-yards whose plants were proverbial for their plentiful
produce. The olive leaf, ever since the time of the Flood, was a symbol of peace.
You remember Noah sent out a dove and the second ti-. ii i.turned with anolive leaf and since then it has been a symbol of peace - ,,holding out the olive
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branch". Jewish kings and priests also were anointed with olive oil. oil was
mingled with their offerings and it was often poured on the heads of honoured
guests at a banquet - hence the expression, "the oil of gladness", and, indeed,
it was said of christ: "He was anointed with the oil of gladness above his
fellows." So, to say that the olive was to fail, was tantamount to saying that
peace, prosperity and joy would flee away from the land.

The picture that Habakkuk is building up is one of the €<iming desolation.
Then he goes on a bit further. "The fields shall yield no meat. " Judaea again was
a land of meat and barley. Its plains were fruitful and often brought forth a
hundredfold. So we get the lovely phrase in the old restarnent: "The field which
the Lord hath blessed." Well, these fields that were so abundant with crops, said
Habakkuk, would yield nothing. The fruitful field would become a wilderness.
But he has not done yet. ''The flocks shall be cut off from the fold and there shall
be no herd in the stall." From the time of the Patriarchs the Israelites had been a
nation of shepherds and herdsmen. Flocks and herds constituted the wealth of
the country. But now Habakkuk says they would no longer bleat on the
mountains or low in the fields. Such was the change that Habakkuk
contemplated. No outward change could be more complete and all was
transformed into a widespread desolation, and the simple reason was this -
because of sin. Sin in a nation always brings judgment. The Book of Proverbs
says: "Righteousness exalteth a nation, but sin is a reproach to any people."
Greed, violence and hatred ultimately involve a nation in disaster, and the crash
does not come without a cause. You read back into history about the great
empires, how they flourished; they had their day, and then they ceased to be,
because rottenness entered into them. And here it was in the time of Habakkuk.
This was the prophet's anticipation. What a grim picture it is!

2. The prophet's affirmation
Habakkuk says: "I will joy in the God of my salvation." What a tremendous
response in the light of the coming trouble! Notice, here was an affirmation of
faith. Habakkuk was not always so strong in faith. Indeed, if you read carefully
through the three chapters, you will see there is quite a progress in his experience.
Dr. Martyn Lloyd Jones published some years ago a very useful little exposition
of the Book of Habakkuk which he entitled, From Fear to Faith. Look back to
chapter I and notice how it begins. "The burden which Habakkuk the prophet
did see." He was perplexed about the terrible state of things. He looks out and he
sees lawlessness and he laments the condition of the people. God, he says,
appears to be indifferent both in the condition of the nation and of the prayer
that he offers, and so he says: "O Lord, how long shall I cry, and thou wilt not
hear! even cry out unto thee of violence, and thou wilt not save!" (l:2). But
gradually Habakkuk moves on from fear to faith, from perplexity to praise. So
in a sense he reaches his climax when he says: "But the just shall live by faith"
(2:4). This is the great message that is taken up in the New Testament - "the just
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shall live by faith." So, here in our text: "Yet will I rejoice in the Lord" is an
affirmation of faith. Do you have faith? I trust so. Do you trvst God'spower
and love and concern? Do you believe that He is in control? Remember Job and
to what a wonderful height he rose. He says: ''Though he slay me, yet will I trust
in him" (Job l3: l5). Or go back to the beatitude in the 84th Psalm, verse 12: "O
Lord of hosts, blessed is the man that trusteth in thee. " An affirmation of faith -
how important it is to have a real, living, personal faith in these days!

3. An affirmation of joy : i+i. .
Habakkuk not only does not panic, but he actually praises God and, really in a
sense, it is unbelievable, for what was there to be joyful about? We have seen in
the previous verses what agrim situation was confronting him, but what was the
secret that made Habakkuk rejoice? Well, he had learned that satisfaction was
not to be derived from material things but from God Himself, and so he reviews
the work of God over the years and he says: "What God has done in the past He
can do again. There is no need that He cannot supply, there is no difficulty that
He cannot overcome" - and surely this is one of the ways we must reason in
times of difficulty. we must look back in our life and see how God has led us
hitherto and remember He is still the same. He has not altered one little bit and
what He has done in the past He is able to do now in the present, so that we can
say with the apostle Paul: "we are more than conquerors through him that
loved us" (Romans 8:37).

How many today rejoice in their possessions, in their style of life and, while we
should be thankful for such things, we need to rejoice in something higher than
that. our Lord says: "Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where
moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal"
(Matthew 6: l9). Says the apostle Paul: "Set your affection on things above, not
on things on the earth." So there is an affirmation of faith and an affirmation
ofjoy.

4. There is an affirmalion of hope
Habakkuk brings into focus a dimension that is so missing today in our
contemporary situation. Habakkuk may have physical and material deprivation
facing him all around, around him may be famine and starvation, but he finds in
God the strength to triumph over all his trials. He has hope within him and he
looks forward to the unknown future and triumphs in the midst of his testings,
because he is sustained by a sure and certain hope.

Now, the Gospel is essentially a message of hope and, whilst there are
commands for the present, there are wonderful promises for the future. Do you
remember when Paul is writing to the Thessalonians he says: "Now our Lord
Jesus christ himself, and God, even our Father which hath loved us, and hath
given us everlasting consolation and good hope through grace" (2 Thessalonians
2:16), or Peter as he is just about to take up his pen and writes to the scattered
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Christian communities and bursts out in a wonderful doxology, "BlesSFd be the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant
mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead" (l Peter l:3)? Hope is something that is very much
missing in our contemporary situation, but true hope can only be found in the
Gospel of grace.

So we have the prophet's affirmation dealing with faith and joy and hope.

5. The prophet's assurance

He goes on to say: "The Lord is my strength and he will make my feet like
hinds' feet."

"The Lord is my strength." So Habakkuk is saying he will rejoice whether his
lot be penury or deprivation, or whatever be his experience He will rejoice in
God - and why? Because he has strength given to him from above, and this
strength comes from holding communion with the Most High. In his weakness
he knew God as the source of his strength; in his frailty he knew that in God lay
the secret of stability. Man is weak until he finds God is his strength. This was the
discovery that Habakkuk made. "The Lord is my strength. " Paul said much the
same thing: "[ can do all things through Christ who strengtheneth me." There
came to Paul that amazing, wonderful promise concerning the thorn in the flesh
which was not taken away, but its presence sanctified and the Lord gave him this
word: "My grace is sufficient for thee, for my strength is made perfect in
weakness" (2 Corinthians l2:9). Then he goes on to say, "most gladly therefore
will I glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me". Have
you in the midst of life's trials drawn upon God's strength and sufficiency?
"Blessed is the man whose strength is in thee."

6. Two consequences that flow from the Lord being the believer's strength

Our text speaks of preservation. "He will make my feet like hinds' feet." Here
Habakkuk brings us to avery vivid picture of deer upon the mountains. They are
sure-footed so that they can leap from rock to rock. God made them that way.
They were at home in the heights, able to keep their footing on cliff and
precipice. That is what God's strength did for Habakkuk, and those who have
taken God as their strength are able to survive in the deep places of life. Theywill
know something of stability. They will know something of God's keeping
power. In the Old Testament there is a remarkable prayer of Hannah and
amongst very many other things she said in that prayer, she said: "God will keep
the feet of His saints." Then in Psalm l2l - "He will not suffer thy foot to be
moved." Stability again. Or what about Psalm 40? There the psalmist is
speaking of his experience: "He brought me up out of an horrible pit and the
miry clay and set my feet upon a rock." This is what Habakkuk discovered -

the Lord being his strength, his feet will remain firm. So are you slipping or
are you stumbling? There is no need, because we are assured that "He is able
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to keep you from falling and to present you faultless befoni his throne with
exceeding joy".
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7. Notice progress

"And make me walk upon my high places. " We are not only now on our journey
but we are brought forward in our pilgrimage. How wonderful to know this
daily progress in the things of God ! Is not that a lovely promise with which Isaiah
40 concludes - "But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength:
they shall mount up with wings as eagles: they shall run, and not be weary: and
they shall walk and not faint" (verse 3'l)? Habakkuk's faith brought a freshness
and a buoyancy that nature can never give, so Habakkuk was ready for the crash
that he anticipated, and he was not ashamed to proclaim his faith, to reveal the
Source of his strength and his security, in the Lord. Is it any wonder that he said
in the words of our text, "Yet will I rejoice"? Joy does not depend on environ-
ment. It can be experienced even under adverse circumstances. Go back again to
Habakkuk. No scene could be more distressing than that which rose before his
face, but his joy was independent of his sad surroundings. Spiritual joy can flow
in the midst of trouble. James says, "Count it all joy when ye fall into divers
temptations", when you come up against the testings and the difficulties of life,
"count it all joy".

Lastty I take you to tffidup..rn.'Authoriiy -;flffi'himsetf
There He is on the very threshold of Gethsemane and Golgotha. He speaks to the
disciples in the upper Room and He speaks of "my joy". How remarkable! He
knew allthat was to confront Him, but He could speak of ,tny joy' ', and desires
that the joy of the disciples might likewise be full.

Thke with you the text, "Yet will I rejoice in the Lord". It is a very wonderful
ending to the prophecy of Habakkuk. May we'know it in our own experience -
come what may. May we by glace be able to say, as God's s€rvant of old, "yet
will I rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvarion". May it be so for
HisName's sake. Amen. 

M.H..,4,i

SEPARATION FROM THE WORLD

In every age of the church separation from the world has always been one of the
grand evidences of a work of grace in the heart. He that has been really born of
the spirit and made a new creature in christ Jesus, has always endeavoured to
come out from the world and live a separate life. They who have only had the
name of christian without the reality have always refused to come out and be
separate from the world.

.-,- ,..:.=--::--
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For Younger Readers
CARINE MACKENZIE
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FREE As A BIRD 
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THE JURONG BIRD PARK in Singapore is described in the visitor's brochure
as a "Paradise for Birds". Hundreds of visitors go there every day to see over
8,000 birds representing 600 different species from Africa, South America, Asia
and Europe, in a beautiful and naturally landscaped environment. The lush
tropical vegetation is home to colourful parrots, lories starlings and bee-eaters.

In a specially cooled section we could view penguins waddling clumsily on
land and yet free to swim and dive underwater most gracefully.

The many varieties of parrots and macaws made a magnificent splash of
colour in the trees. How wonderful is God's creation - more varied and
spectacular than any man could ever invent. The vibrant colours of the tropical
birds, the graceful elegance of the pink flamingos standing on one leg in the
shallow water, the stately power of the black swan - each one an evidence of the
might and power of God the Creator.

We were impressed, not only by the sight of so many amazing birds, but also
by the sounds. Even a blind man walking through the tropical forest would have
been very aware of the birds around him - a wonderful variety of songs and
noises. The talking parrots and mynah birds were most amusing when they
would oblige by saying "Hello" or "Good Morning" or giving a very strident
wolf whistle!

One centre housed birds of prey - mighty creatures such as golden eagles,
hawks each in individual coops - attached to a short stretch of rope. Most
seemed quite content but one bald-eagle was straining violently at the rope trying
to fly free. But the rope kept him firmly trapped. If only someone had come
along and cut the rope, the eagle would have been soaring high in the sky.

That bird reminded us of our own plight. We are by nature held firmly under
the power of sin and Satan. All our struggles and attempts to be free are to no
avail. We only gain freedom by the action of someone else - the Lord Jesus
Christ. "If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed" (John
8:36). Christ "cut the rope" which keeps us a slave to sin when he died on the
cross. His death broke the power of sin and through Him we are set free. Those
who are in Christ are no longer slaves to sin. They have been freed from its
dominion and power.

Ev'n as a bird out of the fowler's rtiffifr; onoy ,.i
so is our soul set free

(Psalm 124:7)
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PUZZLE#-.

Find the missing words from the chapters. The initials of your answers will spell
out the word FREEDOM.

l. Yea the sparrow hath an house . . . even thine altars,
O Lord of hosts. Psalm 84.

2. And the brought him (Elijah) bread and flesh in the
morning, and bread andflesh in the evening. I Kings 17.

3.

4.

They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount
up with wings as . Isaiah 40.

bird of s o r t . . . w e n t i n u n t o
Noah into the ark. Genesis 7.

5. He saw the Spirit of God descending like
lighting upon him. Matthew 3.

6. Are not five sparrows sold for two farthings? and not
of them is forgotten before God? Luke 12.

7. In the Lord put I my trust: how say ye to my soul, Flee as a bird to your
? Psalm I l .

and

A Reformed Church
DAVID N. SAMUEL

(Dr. samuel is the Presiding Bishop of the church of Engtand (continuing))

THE ENGLISH REFORMATION is often spoke of disparagingly by its
enemies as if it were brought about solely by the desire of Heniy vIII to divorce
his wife and obtain a male heir. This simplistic view overlooki a fundamental
truth of history, which is, that popular movemenrs and revolutions of life and
thought are not brought about by single events, but by a complex web of ideas
and aspirations which precede and lead up to them.

The English Reformation was indeed a revolution which set this country, its
religion, culture, commerce and civilization upon a new and different course. Its
origin lay not in the desire of the king to obtain an heir, but, if we are to locate it
anywhere at all, in the ferment of new teaching and principles of religion which
surrounded the person of Martin Luther in Wittenburg. It was the rediscovery of
the Bible, and the realization that its teaching stood out in marked contrasi to

4;::tt-,.:..
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the universally held beliefs of the Church at that time, which caused the
Reformation both on the Continent and in England.

It was this rediscovery of the doctrines of the Bible that were the driving force
behind the Reformation of the English Church and nation, and I want now to
sketch in their influence and the profound changes they effected. ;i

The first English reformer ..'€*:*tFlE#+.'

Thomas Bilney was one of the first converts of the Reformation in England. He
was a Fellow of Trinity Hall, Cambridge, and his conversion came about in a
way that illustrates the close connection at the time between renaissance learning
and Reformation truth.

In l5l6 Erasmus, the great Dutch scholar, produced his first Greek text of the
New Testament with a Latin translation alongside it in separate columns. It was
entitled Novum Instrumentum, "The New Instrument". This book came into
the hands of Bilney who read it first out of scholarly interest, but was led by it to a
new appreciation of the Gospel. "At the first reading (as I well remember) I
chanced upon this sentence of St. Paul (O most sweet and comfortable sentence
to my soul!), in I Timothy l, 'It is a true saying, and worthy of all men to be
embraced, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am
the chief ' . "

Bilney had begun to grasp the doctrine of justification by the free grace of God
through faith alone, as opposed to justification by works. It was to lead him to
read the Bible with growing faith and understanding. .,

The importance of Thomas Bilney for the English Reformation is not merely
that he was one of the first to be converted, but that he was so effective in helping
to convert others too. It was not long before a group of men from the various
colleges were meeting night after night at the White Horse Inn to study
Erasmus's New Testament. Among these were men who were later to become
leaders of the Reformation in England. 

&j
Hugh Latimer

The most famous of Bilney's converts was Hugh Latimer, later Bishop of
Worcester and the great preacher of the movement. Latimer at that time was one
of the chief opponents of the Reformation at Cambridge. When he took his
degree of Bachelor of Divinity he was required to give an oration before the
University. He took as his subject the writings of Melanchthon, Martin Luther's
colleague at Wittenburg, and proceeded to attack them. Bilney who was present
could tell from the vehemence of the discourse that Latimer was not wholly
convinced of the position he was defending, and surmised that he was probably
in the same spiritual confusion he himself had been in.

Afterwards he sought out Latimer and said that he wished to make his
confession to him. He used the occasion not only to tell of his sins and spiritual
conflicts, but also to relate how he had found peace through the Word of God.
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This made a profoti**hmpression upon Latimer. Sometim6latbr he recalled this
incident when preaching his first sermon before the Duchess of Suffolk. "Bilney . . .
desired me, for God's sake, to hear his confession. I did so; and, to say the truth,
by his confession I learned more than before in many years. " On another occasion
he said, "Master Bilney, or rather Saint Bilney, . . . wos the instrument whereby
God called me to knowledge; for I may thank him, next to God, for that
knowledge that I have in the Word of God". And so Latimer also forsook his
studies in the medieval theologians and found a new authority in the Bible.

The converts made in Cambridge by Bilney's testimony were to become the
human means under God by which the principles and teachings of the
Reformation were to spread later in England. These doctrines would sometimes
cause, sometimes follow in the wake of, political changes. But here was the true
and latent force of the English Reformation. Without these teachings the
transformation of the moral and spiritual condition of the Church and nation
would not have come about. The notion that Henry VIII brought about the
English Reformation seems rather strange when we remember that h€ wrote a
theological treatise against Luther, and was given the title of Defender of the
Faith for it by the Pope. The "Faith" Henry was defending was the traditional
teaching of the Church of Rome, and though he separated from the Pope
politically, he never ceased to hold to this "faith" throughout his life.

The rediscovery of biblical doctrines inspired the English Reformers with a
vision of the Church cleansed from error and brought back into conformity with
the Word of God. This was something they shared with the Continental
Reformers, Luther, Calvin and Zwingli, who all desired to see the national
churches set once again upon a scriptural foundation. The structures of the
Church had to be changed in order that it should become the vehicle of the true
Gospel. It was a formidable task to overturn centuries of usage dnd custom, and
to challenge doctrines imposed by authority, but they were all convinced that
such re-ordering of the Church and its worship was necessary so that the truth
might be manifested.

Aims of the reformers
The Reformers therefore set themselves to achieve three things which would
reflect the teaching of the Gospel, and stand as marks or tokens of a true,
reformed church of christ - (l) to remove completely the sacrifice of the mass
and put in its place a communion service "according to christ's ordinance";
(2) to ensure that the "pure word of God is preached"; and (3) to make the
nature of the ministry conformable with the Gospel. 

. j ,,
First, to remove completely the sacrifice of the moss ,
All the Reformers were agreed that the sacrifice of the mass was the root of the
Roman catholic religion. If that remained, as cranmer said, then every other
error would grow from it.
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The Roman catholic teaching of the mass is, that the priest offers ciiist's
sacrifice to the Father, the very same sacrifice that Christ made upon the
cross, and by this continual offering of the mass the forgiveness of sins is
obtained and applied to every member of the Church both living and dead.
Only those ordained by the bishops as priests for the special purpose of offering
such sacrifice are empowered to perform this act. And because of its import-
ance as the means by which sins are expiated it is the chief function of the
ministerial priesthood.

But when the Reformers looked into Scripture they found no sacrifice of the
mass. They saw the sacrifice of Christ made upon the cross, but they read that it
was finished and complete. They did not find anywhere authority for believing
that that sacrifice was to be perpetuated throughout time by a line of cultic
priests, through whose acts and works alone the forgiveness of sins was to be
made available. In fact they found no mention of priests at all in the ministry of
the New Testament Church.

The sacrifice of Christ upon the cross was made once for all and was past, but
the benefits of it were available for all time to those who believed. And the means
by which those benefits were to be received were faith in the Word of God and
the promise of the Gospel. Thus the communication of the grace of God in Jesus
Christ came through the preaching of the Word, not through the massing of
priests. This was the theological justification for the Reformers' attack upon the
sacrifice of the mass.

We must be very clear about this because it is sometimes argued that what the
Reformers were contending with were popular or mistaken notions about the
mass which were current at the time, and therefore they were not attacking the
real teaching of the mass sacrifice. But they were perfectly clear about what they
were doing. They were not attacking false or mistaken ideas about the mass.
They were rejecting the very same doctrine that is taught and preached in the
Church of Rome today. That was for them the fundamental error. The sacrifice
of Christ for sins is past and finished. It is not to be re-enacted and perpetuated
by priests but proclaimed by preachers.

Archbishop Cranmer considered this to be one of the "principal points
wherein the papists vary from the truth of God's word":

"They say they offer Christ every day for remission of sin, and distribute by
their masses the merits of Christ's passion. But the prophets, apostles, and
evangelists, do say that Christ Himself in His own person made a sacrifice

' for our sins upon the cross . . and so did never no priest, man, nor
' creature, but He, nor He did the same never more than once. And the

benefit hereof is in no man's power to give unto any other, but every man
must receive it at Christ's hands himself, by his own faith and belief."

Thus the first and main task of the Reformers was to get rid of the sacrifice of
the mass altogether and restore the Holy Communion service in its scriptural
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simplicity as a sacralitent but not a sacrifice; as a remembr&rce of the true
sacrifice of Christ upon the cross, but not itself offering for sins. As Bishop
Hooper, another of the Protestant martyrs put it, "I believe that the holy Supper
of the Lord is not a sacrifice, but only a remembrance, a commemoration of this
holy sacrifice of Jesus Christ . . . and therefore ought the mass to be abolished,
and the holy Supper of the Lord to be restored and set in His perfection again."

The rejection of the mass and the restoration of the sacrament of the Lord's
Supper was the great achievement of all the Reformation Churches, and in
particular the Church of England, as the Prayer Book service shows. The badge
or mark of a true, reformed Church is that the sacrament of the Holy
Communion is administered "according to Christ's ordinance", that is, as He
has commanded and determined it should be done in Scripture. We are, in these
days, in great danger of losing that mark of truth and slipping back into error.
The new "eucharistic" services indicate a departure from biblical simplicity and
a return to the doctrine of the mass. To many ordinary people they are indis-
tinguishable from the new Roman Catholic mass in English. There is also the
assertion of the International Commission of Anglican and Roman Catholic
theologians, set up to study amongst other things the doctrine of these services,
that they have reached agreement on this subject. We have seen how the Roman
Catholic doctrine of the mass has not changed. It must therefore be that the
doctrine of some Anglican theologians has changed. The Church of England is
in imminent danger of losing its Reformation heritage, of abolishing the
sacrament of Holy Communion and setting up again a mass that is in all
important respects indistinguishable from that of the Church of Rome.

Secondly, to ensure thot the "ptrre word of God is preached"
The work of preaching was of primary importance to the Reformers for they
intended that it should replace the priestly work of offering the sacrifice of the
mass. They thus turned the Roman Catholic system upside down. The forgive-
ness of sins came to men and women when they believed in Christ, when they
trusted in Him and were "justified by faith". Faith was quickened by the
Word of God, principally through preaching. Thus, as Larimer said, the office
of preaching was the office of salvation. Take away preaching and you take
away salvation.

"I told you before of the scala coeli, the ladder of heaven; I would you
should not forget it. The steps thereof are set forth in the tenth to the
Romans. The first is preaching, then hearing, then believing, and last of all
salvation. Scola coeli is a preaching matter, I tell you, and not a massing
matter. God's instrument of salvation is preaching."

Nbthing could be plainer. Christ had told His disciples to go ir;; fu the world
and preach the Gospel, not mass it. Yet the Church of Rome had made the
principal work of her ministry the mass, and preaching had fallen into decay.
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Thus a revolution, not less, was needed to topple this system and replace the
mass with a preaching ministry directed at the hearts and minds of the people.
The Word offered salvation, faith applied it to the heart, and the sacrament
confirmed and assured faith.

Preaching is therefore central to Protestantism, but not just any sort of
preaching. It must be the "pure Word of God". By the expression "pure Word
of God" the Reformers intended to convey the idea of biblical preaching based
upon its own principles of interpretation and unmixed with human tradition or
philosophy. The Bible is not the product of human thought. It is not man's
discovery of God, but God's revelation to man. It can, therefore, only be
understood in terms of itself, and in the light of the Holy Spirit's teaching. He is
the true Doctor or Teacher of the Church and of the individual believer, not the
Pope. The Bible is its own interpreter and is to be understood, as Latimer said,
by the collation and comparison of its parts. Spiritual things must be compared
with spiritual. What is obscure in one part of Scripture will be made clear by
another. That was how the doctrine of justification by faith itself had been
revealed to Luther and others. Thus the business of preaching is not to declare
one's own ideas, theories or opinions about religion and the Bible, but to "open
Scripture", to declare the message which the Bible itself has to teach, and the
Gospel which God Himself has revealed in His Word. When this is done
faithfully and responsibly the "pure Word of God is preached" in the Church.

By this means souls are saved, believers are strengthened and the Church of
Christ is established and built upon the doctrine of the apostles and prophets,
Christ Jesus Himself being the chief corner stone. Where the pure Word is not
preached you may have religion, but it will be counterfeit religion. Error,
superstition, and ignorance of God will spread. Men will become enslaved
spiritually, and the Church will reflect the demonic structures of an anti-
Christian system although outwardly it professes the name of Christ. There is no
remedy for this but to ensure that the pure Word of God is preached.

William Tlndale who translated the Bible into strong, clear and beautiful
English as an essential condition to setting the Word of God free for the English
people, also recognised the great need of preachers who would set forth the
doctrines of Scripture. With the other Reformers he understood that such
preaching was the office of salvation. The universities and schools which had
formerly trained the clergy had clouded the issues with human tradition and
philosophy, so that the Scripture was, as he said, "locked up with false exposi-
tions and with false principles of natural philosophy". He sought to outline the
true teachings of the Bible in the introductions to the books of the Bible which he
wrote for the ordinary reader. But this was really the work of the ministry. His
prayer, which we need to use today, was, "The Lord of all mercy send us
preachers with power, that is to say, true expounders of the Word of God".

It is the decline of preaching of that sort, and the neglect of the principles that
underlie it, which are the cause of the radical weakness of Protestantism today.
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be found only where the pure Word of God is preached and the sacraments
administered according to Christ's ordinance. 

:, .,
Thirdly, succession in the truth, ormaking theministryconformabletotheGospel

The true apostolic succession is a succession in the Gospel. The position of the
Church today, whether it is in truth or error, can be determined by whether or
not it is faithful to Scripture and preaches the same Gospel that we find in the
New Testament.

The position of the Church of Rome is quite different from this. There it is
contended that the true Church is to be found where there is a tactual succession
of bishops, an historical line of clergy stretching back in theory to the apostles.
This they maintain is the mark of the true Church. Identity of doctrine between
the Church of the New Testament and the Church today is not expected or
looked for. With tradition and the teaching authority of the Church there is a
development of doctrine, which means that doctrines can emerge which are not
found in Scripture, like the dogma of the bodily assumption of the Virgin Mary.
The Roman Catholic is told that they are true because they are taught by those
who are in direct lineal descent from the apostles. It is rather like the
evolutionary theory of the descent of man from some primitive protozoa. Direct
proof is out of the question: there is no resemblance between the two. The
argument rests upon a supposed lineal descent, as speculative one might
conclude in the one case as the other.

The Protestant case rests upon identity of doctrine between the teaching of the
apostles in the New Testament and the Church today. Where you have that you
have a true Church. Tru.h does not change with the passage of time. It is the
same Gospel which is the power of God unto salvation now as then.

We find this principle present in Scripture itself. Paul is very jealous of the
Gospel which he preaches. It must, he insists, be at all times and in all places the
same Gospel. He is not ashamed to preach the same Gospel to all men, Jews and
Greeks. He warns against change and the perversion of the Gospel, against
substitute gospels which were being introduced by Judaizers and those who were
corrupting the Word of God with heathen philosophies. "Let no man rob you
(of the Gospel) through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men,
after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ." The test by which the
Churches were to decide what was true was to compare everything with the
Gospel Paul had preached to them in the beginning. The primitive Gospel was
the standard . ' 'To write the same things to you , to me indeed is not grievous, but
for you it is safe" (Philippians 3:l).

Novelty is what the world seeks because it is dissatisfied, empty and restless.
The same, unchanged Gospel is the delight of the believer and the Church
because it is the source of lasting and deep satisfaction. Paul admonishes the
christians at corinth to stand firm in the Gospel which he had preached to them
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at the first (l Corinthians l5:l), and sofemnly declares to the Cffiiians tf,"t
though we ourselves, the apostles, or an angel from heaven should preach to
them "any other Gospel than that which we have preached, let him be accursed"
(Galatians I :8). The true test of authenticity of the Gospel is not the source from
which it comes, however unimpeachable, but the identity of the message with
that which was preached at the first.

Thus the Reformers were right in the stance that they took over against the
Church of Rome. Luther interpreted "apostolic succession" as a succession of
doctrine, not of office ("The Gospel is the only succession") and he recognised
only one essential ministry of the Church, that of preaching and administering
the sacraments. The ministry he held to be the gift of God to the Church, that
by its exercise faith might be created in people. "In order that we might
obtain faith," ran Article V of the 1531 version of the Augsburg Confession,
"the ministry of teaching the Gospel and ministering the sacraments has
been instituted."

The doctrine of the Church of England followed a similar pattern. "The
Anglican Reformers," wrote Norman Sykes, "laid great stress upon the reform
of the Church in order to ensure purity and soundness of doctrine, 'the most
precious jewel of the Gospel' as Dunham described it, 'which is to be redeemed
(if need be) with the loss of all outward things'." The form of government of the
Church, whether by bishops or presbyters, was in the eyes of all the Reformers
secondary to the great concern for faithfulness to the truth of God's Word.
Succession of "place or person" (bishops) was with them of no value if the
succession of the Gospel were lost, if the Church ended up preaching a Gospel
which was not identical with that of Scripture.

Bishop Jewel, the great Anglican apologist, stated against Harding his Roman
Catholic opponent: "Succession is the chief way for any Christian man to avoid
Antichrist, I grant you, if you mean the succession of doctrine." And again:
"God's grace is promised to a good mind, and to one that feareth God, not unto
sees and successions (of bishops). " For Jewel the touchstone for episcopacy, as
for all else in the Church, is soundness of doctrine and the faithful conduct of the
work of an evangelist. If episcopacy failed in these it failed altogether, and the
claim to lineal descent was an empty boast.

Today the subject of bishops is invested with too much importance when it is
claimed that they are essential to the Church. People are brow beaten and
cajoled in ecumenical discussion and schemes for unity into surrendering to this
"Catholic" doctrine of ministry at any price, even the price of doctrinal
compromise and departure from evangelical truth. Such exaggerated claims for
episcopacy resemble the legalism which our Lord condemned in the Pharisees
when they claimed orthodoxy because they said they were the true, lineal
descendents of Abraham. If they were the children of Abraham, He said, then
they would do the works of Abraham, but since they were not like him in
spiritual character their claim to blood relationship and genealogical descent
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was of little conseqdTnce. By their deeds they showed that they were the children
of the devil, not the children of Abraham.

If bishops are the successors of the apostles they will teach the same doctrines
as the apostles. Their Gospel will be identical with that of Paul, and they will not
erect a new legalism of works, which is in all respects like the legalism that Paul
fought against in order to establish the Gospel of free grace. They will not preach
the necessity of priestly sacrifice and priestly mediation. If they do then we shall
know them by their fruits, that they are not the true successors ofthe apostles,
but ravening wolves in sheeps' clothing. Claiming to be the true shepherds of the
flock of Christ they are really despoilers of it.

Bishops in themselves are no guarantee of the true Church. A Church may
. have bishops and yet become apostate and distort the faith of the New

Testament, as the Church did in the Middle Ages and as the Church of Rome
does today. Instead of seeking reunion of the whole of Christendom on the
basis of episcopacy and the so-called apostolic succession we should be seeking
unity in the truth of the Gospel. Only in doctrinal succession shall we find the
marks of a true Church, and the ministry, whatever form it takes, is subordinate
to that consideration.

We have cause to thank God that in this country we had a Church, which was
reformed by the rediscovery of biblical doctrine and that great movement of the
Spirit of God which took place 400 years ago; by men who were dedicated to
carrying through that reform in the Church even to the extent of laying down
their lives for it. The Church of England was established upon sound principles
and theology, but this basis has already been obscured by a resurgence oferror,
and by infatuation on the part of many of its clergy with the Roman Catholic
system. A fresh affirmation and witness to our great spiritual inheritance is
needed today.

Gambling
: :  THOMAS HOUGHTON (Editor, 1917-19b1)

"Set your affection on things obove, not on things on the eorth" (Colossians 3:2)

WHAT IS IT that lies at theback of a gambler's mind? Is it not a love of money?
His heart is set upon money. When once the gambling habit is formed he is
always grasping after money. But a love of money shows his mind is set on
earthly gain. The things above have no place in his mind. He wants to be rich in
the possession of earthly wealth. Gambling attracts him as an easy way of getting
rich. It is a game of chance. He may lose by engaging in it, but he may also gain.
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He may gain large amounts of money. Though gambling is a risky frisiness he
ventures to engage in it, and do so regularly in the hope that he may, in spite of
some losses, gain large additions to his earthly wealth. But "the love of money is
the root (or a root) of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred
from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows". ..They that
will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful
lusts, which drown men in perdition" (l rimothy 6:9-10). Hence the apostle says
to Timothy, "Thou, O man of God, flee these things" (verse ll). Thus the
inspired apostle condemns a longing after riches. He warns us against the danger
of a love of money, and bids the people of God to flee these things. Gambling is
thus a sin. It is a transgression of God's law. It is really covetousness, which
is idolatry. If our affection is really set on things above gambling will have no
place in our lives.

In Hebrews 13:5 we read, "Let your conversation be without covetousness,
and be content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave
thee, nor forsake thee". The opening sentence might be translated, "Be ye free
from the love of money". Even the Lord's people are in danger of this sin. There
is danger that a minister may set his mind on a large salary or large fees. There is
danger that an ordinary Christian man may seek a wife who is rich and may
m:ury her largely because of her money. There is danger that a Christian
businessman may be unduly set on large profits. The truechild of God, however,
is to be free from the love of money and should resist every temptation to obtain
money by forbidden means. He is to be content with such things as he has,
remembering for his constant comfort that his Cod and Father hath said, "I will
never leave thee, nor forsake thee". The Lord is really with His people. He fully
knows all their temporal needs, and He will certainly supply them. The believer
then is to set his affection on God, who is seated on the throne in the heavens
above. He is to set his mind on the love of God towards His people, His
sympathy for them in their needs, His power to supply them, and His
faithfulness to His promises in regard to all the members of His family. The God
who feeds the birds, and clothes the lilies, will much more feed and clothe the
members of His redeemed family.

1. A man who really sets his affection on things above will seek to avoid the sin
of selfishness
What is gambling but selfishness. The gambler seeks to fill his own purse by
emptying the purse of his neighbour.

Gambling may enrich one gambler and ruin the other. The winner gains, the
loser is or may be plunged into poverty. Yet the moral law teaches us that we
should love our neighbours as we love ourselves. "Love worketh no ill to his
neighbour: therefore love is the fulfilling of the law." We are pleasing God who
is above, if we love our neighbour as we love ourselves. We are displeasing God if
we selfishly ignore our neighbour's good in order that we may grasp by gambling

89

i
i

I
I

I



=r*€,-

90 .-€," The Gospel Magozine

our neighbour's money. The apostle says, "Let no man seek his own, but every
man another's wealth" (l Corinthians l0:Z). The meaning seems to be, Let no
man selfishly seek his own, and ignore and be indifferent to the well-being of his
neighbour. "Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the
things of others" (Philippians 2:4).

2. A man who really sets his affection on things above will avoid anything which
might bring ruin on his family
The believing man is to love and cherish his wife and family. Yet if he gives wayto
the sin of gambling he may bring them to poverty and ruin. One sin leads on to
another. A gambler may rob his employer through the gambling habit, and thus
lose his employment and bring terrible sorrow to his home.

3. A man who really sets his affection on things above will seek to earn his living
in the divinely-appointed way
After the Fall, God said to Adam, "In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread"
(Genesis 3: l9). That is to say, he was to work hard for the support of himself and
family. Gambling is a method of getting much for little or nothing. To have
food, raiment, fire and home for a family, God teaches us that the head of the
household should work. Work, of course, may take different forms. It may be
manual labour or mental labour, but in each case it is work. "The labourer is
worthy of his hire, " and it is his duty to labour for it. What an example the great
apostle Paul set to all God's people. He said: "f hove coveted no man's silver, or
gold, or opparel. Yea, ye yourselves know that these hands have ministered to
my necessities, and to them that were with me. I have shewed you all things,
how that so labouring ye ought to support the weak, and to remember the
words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed to give than to receive"
(Acts 20:35).

The godly man prays to be kept from the sin of covetousness in any form or
way. He is not ashamed to work with his hands the thing which is good. He
labours in order to minister to his necessities and to those who are with him. He
seeks to support the weak. He seeks to remember the words of his Lord, "It is
more blessed to give than to receive". Such a man is not a gambler.

What does the apostle say to the Ephesian saints? "Let him that stole steal no
more: but rather let him labour, working with his hands the thing which is good,
that he may have to give to him that needeth" @phesians 4:28). He is not only to
labour for his own personal benefit, but that he may "have to give to him that
needeth". That covers ministering to the Lord's poor, and giving to the Lord's
work. Do we all labour that we have in our possession money to give to the
poorer saints and money to help forward the Lord's work? Are we not often in
great danger of working in order to hoard up to the neglect of the Lord's poor,
and the neglect of the Lord's work? what did the apostle say to the Thessalonian
saints? He said: "Even when we were with you, this we commanded you, that if
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any would not work, neither should he eat. For we hear that there are some
which walk among you disordefly, working not at all,but are busybodies. Now
them that are such we command and exhort by our Lord Jesus Christ, thot with
quietness they work, and eot their own bread" (2 Thessalonians 3:10-12). Then
note the further inspired teaching given through the first Epistle to Timothy: " If
any provide not for his own, and specially for those of his own house, he hath
denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel" (5:8).

May the Lord Himself keep all His people from the sin of gambling, whether
by means of cards, pitch and toss, races, raffling, football pools, or in other
ways. Gambling is a sin which is very widespread and it shows that the affection
of the multitude is such that the things above have no place in their thoughts. The
things of earth are their main and only concern. This affection for earthly things
is behind the new world order which leading men are proposing to promote. We
do not suggest that better social conditions should not by degrees be promoted,
but we feel that leading ministers in the professing Church, and other ministers,
ought not to leave their proper work for this purpose. The great business of all
true ministers in the Church, however important their position, is to preach the
pure Gospel of the groce of God.Is this being done today? We fear that the pure
Gospel of God's infinite grace is very largely conspicuous by its absence. Surely
God's people are to remember that here they have no continuing city. They seek
one to come. They desire a better country than this. They look for a heavenly
country. They look for a city which hath foundations whose Builder and Maker
is God. This country, this earth, this world is doomed. "The heavens and the
earth, which are now, are reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and
perdition of ungodly men." "The earth and the works that are therein shall be
burned up." Without German, Japanese or Italian bombs the earth and its
works are doomed to destruction. What then? Listen, "'We according to His
promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.
Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may
be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless" (2 Peter 3:7, 10, 13, l4).

Editor's Note

In view of the widespread craze for gambling and the Lottery fever which has
gripped so many, we feel this article written in 1943 is very relevant.

Father, I wait Thy daily will;
Thou shalt divide my portion still;
Grant me on earth what seems Thee best,
Till death and heaven reveal the rest. Isaac Watts
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Studies in Second Chronicles:
Rehoboam - the Disobedient Son

PETER KING (Stanford, Beds)

.... "A wise son maketh o glad fother: but a foolish son is
-=. . the heaviness of his mother"

AFTER TFfE DEATH OF SOLOMON, Rehoboam went to Shechem for his
coronation, but bitterness surfaced from the past and the people broke into two
nations. His father, the great King Solomon, was a wise man and wrote many
proverbs, good advice for everyone, but especially to young people, and when
Rehoboam was at home he would have heard his father reading to the family:
"Hear, my children, the instruction of a father, and give attention to know
understanding" (Proverbs 4: l), yet when he became king he ignored this advice
and destroyed the unity of the tribes.

Solomon goes on to say: "Hear, my son, and receive my sayings, and the years
of thy life shall be many" (Proverbs 4: l0), but sadly he listened to bad advice
despite the warning not to listen to sinful men. "If they say, come with us, ret us
lie in wait to shed blood; let us lurk secretly for the innocent without cause, do
not consent". Increasing the taxation contributed to the break-up of the
kingdom and Rehoboam was only 58 years old when he died (2 chronicles
12:13).

our wise counsel comes to us from a gracious God who has revealed His
purposes of grace in redemption, and written them for us in pibtures and
examples throughout the Bible. Rehoboam knew better than to foolishly raise
taxes and he paid a high price, having "He did evil" put on his gravestone.

what will be the memory we leave when the Lord calls us home? solomon was
the wisest of all men, but Jesus Christ is greater still and He sends the Holy Spirit
to all those who humble themselves before Him, so do not be arrogant, listening
only to your own voice, but in silence before your God, wait upon Him to hear
His gracious instruction. How longsuffering the Lord is, for even when we rebel
against His teaching He comes in compassion and gently calls us to Himself,
leading us in the paths of righteousness, for His name's sake.

Rehoboam abandoned the counsel of his father, but Judah prospered and
matters went well for them (2 chronicles 12:12), and so the Church of Jesus
christ grows despite satan's attacks and the many blunders christians make.

"Nevertheless for thy great
sume them, nor forsake them;
(Nehemiah 9:31).

mercies' sake thou didst not utterlv con-
for thou art a gracious and merciful God"
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Gethsemane (2)
W. SUMMERS (FIitWicK, Beds)

Lake22z39-46

ONE oF THE MOST MoVINc EXPERIENaii T*i have had in my whole
life occurred in 1976 when I received an invitation to visit Israel. While stationed
in Jerusalem one afternoon I went to the Mount of Olives, to Gethsemane, and I
sat for a long time in the same olive grove where our Lord Jesus had been. Of
course many things have changed in Israel, and there is some doubt as to exactly
where our Lord was, but, of one thing we can be sure, that the olive trees are the
very same th4t were there when Jesus was in this Garden of Gethsemane. They
do point out the stone where Jesus prayed, but we cannot be sure that that was
the very spot where He prayed - it may have been - it may have been ten yards
further on - we do not know. I found the quietest spot I could and meditated
and tried to put myself in the same situation as our Lord must have gone
through. I tried to imagine myself there with Him under one of those olive trees.
It was there that Jesus fell to the ground; it was there in that immediate vicinity
that He prayed. It was just here that He sweat as it were great drops of blood,
and it was just over there somewhere that He left the disciples and then He went
back to them and found them sleeping. They had let Him down. He came back
and He prayed and He went back and He found them asleep again, but He went
back and He prayed. Our Lord did this two or three times and it was possibly the
most moving experience I have ever had in my life.

Now we want to consider Jesus here as the great Example for His people, and
we want to look at Him in various aspects. It may be that some of you know a
little of what Jesus went through, looking for assistance, for help, for comfort,
for strength, and His nearest and dearest and closest friends let Him down, and
you may have known something of this in the recent past, or, maybe, in the
distant past. Jesus knew that here in the Garden of Gethsemane.

1. HE IS OUR EXAMPLE IN PR{YER _ IN LONELIITESS

What was the most natural, spontaneous thing for Jesus to do when He went
into the garden? Why, He withdrew, even from His friends, and He prayed.
The first thing we read in this particular passage is that He withdrew about a
stone's throw beyond them. Of course, He had already been teaching His
disciples earlier: "When ye pray don't be like the hypocrites" who like to
stand and make a big show. No, "But thou, when thou prayest, enter into
thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in
secret" (Matthew 6:6). Withdraw; get away from the hustle and bustle, away
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fifi the noise. WIi€n He first called you what did ffe SarV? The same that He said
to His disciples, "Follow me". How do you want to follow Him? You want to be
like Him; you want the image of Jesus Christ to be impressed upon you. If we are
going to follow the Lord Jesus Christ there will be for each one of us a
Gethsemane experience. It may be short - it may be long - but here He is as our
Example in that Gethsemane experience, our example in prayer - and the first
thing He teaches is that there are times when we must, if we are going to follow
Him, withdraw and go a stone's throw beyond even the other people of God. His
Gethsemane was a place of loneliness. Those who follow the Lord Jesus Christ
will know Gethsemane as a place of loneliness. Fellowship is a wonderful thing.
Never knowingly cut yourself off from the fellowship of God's people, but there
are times when we need to sever ourselves even from God's people and from the
disciples of our Lord, as He Himself did, andgobeyondthem and withdraw. We
must, if we are going to be like Jesus Christ. "He went beyond them" (verse 4l),
and we must be the kind of people who go beyond others - even maybe within
the fellowship - within the family - within our churches. My great longing is
to build a people and then eventually have to leave a people who are beyond the
normal run of the mill of the average Christian, who know what it is to go
beyond other christians and who know what it is to be in the position of
withdrawing a stone's throw beyond - going on a little further than other
people. "He withdrew from them." Luke tells us that He knelt. Mark tells us
that it was not just a matter of kneeling. No doubt He ended up kneeling, then
prostrated Himself, but there was an occasion when He left His disciples that He
stumbled and He fell and He prostrated Himself there upon the ground.. Now,
clearly, this was something which was more than physical weakness.

"The enormous load of human guilt
Was on my Saviour laid;
With woes as with a garment He
For sinners was arrayed
And in the fearful pangs of death
He wept, He prayed for me,
Loved and embraced my guilty soul
when nail6d to the tree." (william williams)

when did all this begin? when did the fearful pangs of death begin to fasten
upon our Lord Jesus? It was in Gethsemane. when was it that He prayed? It was
in Gethsemane. when was it He wept? It was in Gethsemane. when was it He
loved me and embraced my guilt? It was in Gethsemane. I know He went on and,
in the perfection of it all He took it all to the cross, to the ultimate, but here in
Gethsemane is the beginning of the woes that were laid upon our Saviour the
Lord Jesus christ. He fell because of the load of human guilt. I want you to
consider the following words, and I ask you, can you pray them?
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"Ever when tempted make me see
Beneath the olives' moon-pierced shade,
My God alone outstretched and bruised
And bleeding on the earth He made;
And make mefeel it was my sin, 4i*::
As though no other sins were there, ,;1.'
That was to Him who bears the world
A load that He could scarcelv bear."

Do you know anything of the power of temptation? Can you ptffTnis? Will
you pray this?

Oh ! Christian, is the burden of your sin as intolerable to you as it was to Jesus
Christ who bore the load of your sins there in Gethsemane on His way to the
cross? And, to any unconverted friend who may read this, when your sin is as
intolerable to you as it was to Jesus there is great hope for you. The people of
God will be rejoicing. The angels will be getting their harps already strung, as it
were, to strike them and praise the Lord that another sinner has repented, but
not until your sin becomes as intolerable as it was to Jesus.

So what upheld Him? What was the source of His strength as He was there in
Gethsemane? He withdrew. He knelt. He fell and He prayed. [t was this which
gave release to His soul, to the pressure that He was under. He prayed; He
poured out His soul before God. He was obedient to the Word, "Cast thy
burden upon the Lord, and He shall sustain thee" (Psalm 55:22). Here was the
burden of this intolerable load of our sin being laid upon Him, and He went to
Gethsemane and there unburdened Himself before His Father, and He was
sustained on that day when an angel came and strengthened Him, and He went
through with it. He went to the trial, He went to the cross, He went down into the
tomb. He is our great Example. We are looking at, not only the sufferings, the
passion of Jesus Christ, but Jesus as our Example, in prayer. You who may have
come here with great burdens, get away and unburden yourself in prayer and the
promise which He received will be yours - "And he will sustain you".

2. HE IS OUR EXAMPLE IN PRAYER IN SUBMISSION

Notice in our Lord's prayer the essence of His request and His persistence.
"Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me." This cup, ollthe will of
God. Oh! can we begin to understand the will of God for Jesus at this time?
Now Jesus knew the will of God. He rs God. He was God, unchangeably so,
and, being God, He was possessed of omniscience. Coming into the world as
God and taking a human form, He knew why He had come; He knew what
the will of God was for Him, and in His omniscience He knew exactly what
was in that cup. He knew all that lay ahead of Him and He could foresee the
betrayal in just a few minutes. He could almost hear, as it were, the tramp of
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the footsteps and the lanterns and hear the crash of the sword. He knew what
was coming; He knew that He would have a mockery of a trial. Yes, He would be
taken to Caiaphas and unto Pilate and unto Herod and back to Pilate again and
ultimately to the cross. He knew about all this. He knew about the scourging and
the mocking and the dragging of the cross up the Hill of Calvary. He knew about
the nails and the crown of thorns, and He knew that there would come a time
when His Father would hide His face from Him and He would enter the deepest
blackness that it is possible for the human soul to experience. He knew all about
this. He knew His Father would pour out His wrath upon Him as He took the
sins of His own people and bore the punishment that they deserved. He was
omniscient and, as He sawthe cup, He said, "Father, if it be possible,let this cup
pass from me". He was God, but He was Man. He was human. Apart from sin,
He was as human and as manly as any one of us. He was a perfect Man and,
because of His perfect Manhood, there would come that holy loothing of the sin
that He must taste for every man. When sin comes to your heart and my heart,
there is something in us which responds to it and enjoys it and wants it and has a
secret longing for it. He had a loathing, an abhorrence and a hatred of all kinds
of sin. As He saw all the sins that you and I have committed, even just this last
week - let alone the sins of our lives - and the sins of a// His people for oll time,
you imagine what the holy soul of Jesus felt in His utter loathing and detestation !
"Father, this cup, if it is possible, let it pass from me!"

What shall we say of the physical sufferings? He was Man. What shall we say
of His approaching the time when His Father would turn His back on Him?
"Father, if it is possible." He came back to His disciples and they had let Him
down. He came back to prayer again, and what did He pray? Matthew tells us:
"He went back and He prayed the same things again" (26:tA\. This was not vain
repetition - not like ourselves - saying our prayers just over and over again -
not like that at all. He had already taught that we are not to pray prayers of vain
repetition. He is our Example in repetitive prayer. Have you gained once and for
ever that which you long for and cry for and plead for before God? Not entirely
perhaps. We gain it once and we need it again. Go back. Repeat the prayer and
pray the same thing again and go on praying until God hears you, until God
answers you, and, if the final answer does not come until you are in glory and
you are divested of this old earthly nature, then go on praying the same prayer.
Oh! how I would love to hear from some of you saying: "Pastor, I have been
asking God to save me for days. Pastor, I have been asking God to make me a
Christian for weeks, and nothing seems to be happening." Go on and repeat it
and plead with Him and say: "Father, God have mercy upon me; I am a sinner"
and ask Him for His salvation. Go on praying.

Some of you may have been praying for growth, for development, and you
look at yourself and you say: "Lord, how little growth there is! I am not making
much progress at all." Go on praying the same thing over and over again. Some
of you are praying for usefulness and you say: "Lord, I have never done
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anything for You." Go on praylng and keep on praying until He inakes you
useful. Some of you are praying against sin and temptation and all sorts of
things, and you get over one hurdle and you think you have won it for life and lo
and behold in a short time it comes up again. Go on praying. Our Lord went
back and He prayed the same thing over and over again, and in all His praying
there was this amazing submissiveness.

It is a glorious word in verse 42 - "nevertheless". In one version it has only
got three letters - ' 'yet ' ' - but in some ways it is the most wonderful word in the
whole of the Bible. You see, my salvation depends on this and your salvation
depends upon this. "Father, if it be possible take this cup from ps" - Oh! if it
had ended there and if God the Father had taken the cup from Him and Jesus
had not gone on to fulfil all the holy will of God in His dying for His people, I
would never have been saved and you would still be in your sins and you would
be bound for hell and an eternity away from God. But then He went on in His
prayer and oh! that lovely word in verse 42 - "yet" . Oh! thank God we have
been saved by three letters, by the word "yet". He went on and Heprayed, "yet
not my will, but thine be done". Our Lord Jesus went on in the full light of what
the will of God was. As we read in Isaiah 53:10: "Yet it was the Lord's will to
bruise Him" - to crush Him, to cause Him to suffer. It was God the Father's
will and good pleasure to take His Son and crush and bruise Him and cause Him
to suffer. Jesus Christ could look at that will of God and say "yet" - in the full
light of that He could pray "yet - yet - not my will". In that He is our
Example, such suDrn issiveness to the will of God.

What is the will of God for you? Perhaps you know God's will for you and
you are not terribly keen on it because it is not exactly what you want, but you
feel God's will is in this way and you need to follow your Saviour, don't you?
You come to the same point - "Father, if it is possible . . . !€t, nevertheless," -
the same thing - "not my will." You remember when the apostle Paul was
recounting his conversion experience in Acts 22:10he puts something in which
does not actually occur in the account in Acts 9: "When I heard the voice and I
saw the light I fell to the ground and said, 'Lord, what wilt Thou have me to
do?' " Now that is a good prayer for us all and a prayer which Paul prayed at
the very outset of his Christian life. He had only just been converted. Here is a
good prayer for you.

It is submission to the will of God in everv area of our lives.
':. ' ;

3. HE IS OUR EXAMPLE IN PRAYER UNDER PRESSURE -"::
Was ever any man under more pressure than Jesus was at this particular time?
He had just been disappointed by His friends. "And when He was at the place
He said unto them, Pray that ye enter not into temptation. And he was
withdrawn from them about a stone's cast, and kneeled down and prayed. . . . "
Now He has this agony and now He is praying and He needs His disciples for
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hffian comfort again. Verse 45: "And when He rose up from prayei, and was
come to His disciples, he found them sleeping for sorrow. And said unto them,
Why sleep ye? Rise and pray, lest ye enter into temptation." In Mark's account
he tells us how Jesus expressed surprise that they were asleep. He expressed
surprise at Peter. "Peter, can you not watch with Me one hour? I expect you all
to watch with Me in My hour of need, but of a//people, Peter, how about you?"
Have you let your Saviour down recently? The Lord looks down upon you with
sorrowful eyes and says, "Did I not tell you? Did I not make provision for you?
Have I not already warned you?" My friends, has He not suffered enough?
What about the future? Are you going to let the Lord down again as His disciples
did? What about tomorrow? What about next week? Has He not suffered
enough? Notice the great tenderness in the heart of the Lord Jesus Christ. Notice
how gentle He is, even though they had acted thus. Verse 46: "Why sleep ye?
Rise and pray, lest ye enter into temptation." He is under enormous pressure,
colossal pressure, as I have already described some of it. Think of all the
problems He had. Think of all the difficulties, the stresses, He is about to suffer
intolerably. He is in great need Himself. That is why the angel comes and
strengthens Him, and yet He is not thinking selfishly at this moment. What is He
saying? "Rise and pray" so that "you will be a comfort to Me"? - "so that I
will be able to rely upon you"? - ho, no,but rather, "thatye fall not into
temptation". He is not thinking of Himself at this time. He is thinking of His
people, His disciples under this tremendous pressure. He is our Example under
pressure. Our Lord knows that spiritual sluggards are no match for the devil. He
comes sometimes as a roaring lion. He comes sometimes as an angel of light, and
when he comes spiritual sluggards are no match for him. "Get up and pray, lest
ye fall into temptation." He had told them this in verse 40, He tells them again in
verse 46. He has told us before; He tells us again to be watchful, to be prayerful,
to be coming to God again and again asking Him for the help we need.

4. HE IS OUR EXAMPLE FOR EVERY AREA OF LIFE

First, He shows us the road to Christ-likeness
The apostle Paul, as he bared his heart to the Philippian Christians, says: "That
I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his
sufferings, being made conformable to his death." Richard Baxter puts it
like this: "Christ leads me through no darker rooms than He went through
before." He has been in Gethsemane, beloved in the Lord, He knows your
Gethsemane. He knows your suffering; He knows your darkness; He knows the
trials; He knows the testings; He knows the power of temptation; He knows all
about this. He has been in that room before you. He wants you to follow Him as
Fie leads you on, and the way to likeness to Jesus christ is indeed through
suffering. There can be no resurrection life in all its power without the fellowship
of His sufferings.



G;..i

t

.*.

The Gospel Magazine ,t I

He goes on before*in euefu ar.a of our Christian serfice. He has goire before in
soul winning. He knows all about the struggles and tears. In every area of the
Christian life we are to go on.

Some may be praying something like this: "Lord, I see that great man, Elijah,
and I want to be an Elijah - I want to be on the top of Mount Carmel; I want to
be able to pray and bring fire from heaven. " That is what Elisha wanted, wasn't
it? The mantle of Elijah must fall upon you if you want to be like Elijah, and
you know the end of the story, how that God took him into a fit of instant
depression. Do you want to be like Jesus? You see the wonder and the glory and
the nature of Jesus - you see what a wonderful Saviour He is and what a
marvellous Man He was. You say, "Lord, I want to be like Jesus". There is only
one way to be like Jesus and that is to follow Him into and through Gethsemane
to the cross. There is no other way. It will mean opposition; it will mean hatred;
it will mean rejection. Was not Jesus hated, opposed and rejected? Do you
expect less? Do you expect better from this world? So He shows us the path to
Christlikeness.

Secondly, He shows us the road to glory
:r-- at' l::;i;::-

J  =  + > -

Just think now that in a few hours'time from this moment in Gethsemane there
was a glorious victory road, and all the powers of hell were put to flight, and
there was the glorious cry from the cross of Jesus Christ - "Jt isfinished. "The
work that God had given Him to do was finished. The victory was now secured.
"It isftnished." He had done all the will of God and from there via the tomb to
the resurrection, to the ascension, to the right hand of God on high, FIe is our
Example, He is our Tfail Blazer, and, if you follow Him through Gethsemane to
the cross then you will know the glorious resurrection and you will know the
ascension, to be caught up with the Lord, for ever with Him. All this is possible,
to anticipate the wonder and the glory of bliss everlasting. That is the way the
Master went. Look on to glory ! Look on to the final consummation of all things !
Look on to the great reward! Look on to the manifestation of God the Son and
see your future road in marked letters of flaming gold in the skies - Des tined for
glory - just like Jesus. Amen.

Thy ministering spirits descend,
To watch while Thy saints are asleep,
By day and by night they attend
The heirs of salvation to keep. ':,.

When we in darkness walk, ,8, +
Nor feel the heavenly flame,
Then is the time to trust our Lord
And rest upon His Name. A. M. Toplady
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: A Memorable Visit
,€** STAN EVERS (Potton, Beds)

ON 28TH MAY 1970 | travelled (in the company of several young people), the
fifteen miles from Bristol to the Manor House at Little Sodbury, on the beautiful
slopes of the Cotswolds in Gloucestershire. I shall never forget the moment when
we climbed the narrow stairs and crowded together into a very small bedroom.
The l6th century occupant of this room was William Tlndale, the tutor of the
two small children of Sir John and Lady Walsh, who lived at the Manor House.
It was in this tiny chamber that Tyndale made up his mind to translate the Bible
into English.

We bowed our heads in prayer as the rector, Rev. Keith Ensor, of the Little
Sodbury Church, gave thanks to God for the life of Tyndale. In October 19701
gave a lecture on William Tlndale at the Little Sodbury Parish Church and saw
the wooden pulpit from which the Reformer preached.

William Tfndale, the son of a yeoman farmer, was born in 1494, probably in
the Gloucestershire village of Slymbridge. In the year of Tyndale's birth, Henry
VII, the first Tudor king of England, was in the ninth year of his reign, and
Parliament passed laws to rid the streets of "vagabonds and vagrants". Later
Tyndale studied at Oxford and Cambridge, returning to his native county in
l52l or 1522 to act as chaplain to the family of Sir John Walsh and to teach
his children.

While at Cambridge Tlndale joined the group which met at the White
Horse Inn for in-depth Bible studies. The leader of this band of man, Thomas
Bilney, was born in Norfolk in the same year as Tyndale. It was through reading
the Greek New Testament that both Tyndale and Bilney were delivered from a
religion of human effort and meritorious good works to trust in Christ alone
for salvation. "Little Bilney," as he was affectionately known, was burnt
in Norwich in l53l at a site known as "The Lollard's Pit", because many
of John Wycliffe's (1324-1384) itinerant preachers died as martyrs on
that spot.

William Tlndale left England for Germany in May 1524; by the spring of
1526, 6,0N copies of the New Testament were printed. This was the first New
Testament ever printed in the English language. News of this translation reached
the ears of Henry VIII, who banned it, but friendly merchants smuggled copies
in bales of cloth and sacks of flour into this land. Tunstall, bishop of London,
burnt editions of the precious volumes outside St. Paul's Cathedral. Ten years
later, on 6th October, 1536, Tyndale himself died in the martyr flames at
Vilvorde in Belgium. His dying prayer, "O Lord, open the king of England's
eyes" was answered some time later when Henry vIII gave permission for copies
of the Miles coverdale Bible to be read in the parishes of England. The
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Coverdale Bible was largely the work of william Tlndale. The Authorised
Version of I 6l I leaned heavily on the earlier versions of Tlndale and Coverdale.

"why do you believe that the Bible is the word of God?" Tlndale was once
asked. As quick as a flash he answered, "Because I read it". Do vou?

Helen Stark - Faithful Unto Death
ISA A.  BUCKLEY 

, - . . :

INTHESE DAYS it is so easy forustobecomedespondent as we seethespiritual
and moral decline of our nation. It is so easy to forget the faithful men and
women who stood firm for the true faith of the Lord Jesus Christ in davs even
darker than our own.
Most of all we can forget the mighty power of God's word when He sends it
forth in the power of His spirit. "It shall not return unto me void. . . . It shall
accomplish that which I please. . . . It shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it"
(Isaiah 55:l l) .

The mighty soul-saving, life-changing Word of God had come to Scotland at
an early date; then the darkness of Romanism lay over the land for many weary
years. Even then there were those who sought the Lord.

Wycliffe's Lollards brought the Gospel to parts of Galloway and Kyle
(Ayrshire). The Word of Tiuth spread and soon severe laws were enacted against
those holding Reformed doctrine. James Resby was martyred at perth as early as
1407, and Paul Crawar at St. Andrews in 1433.

rn 1494 a group of thirty men and women were brought before the king and
accused of heresy by the archbishop of Glasgow. The charges against them were
many and showed how clearly the Word of God had set them free from the false
teaching of the Roman catholic Church. It seemed impossible that they could
escape sentence of death. However, one of their number, Adam Reid, so argued
and defended their beliefs that all were discharged. The king was an immoral
man but he was neither a fool or a bigot. He was James IV.

Some fifty years later it was a different story. In December 1543 the Scottish
Parliament met at Stirling and the old laws against heresy were revived. A heresy
hunter was already waiting - an able man, a cheat, a liar, merciless and cruel.
He was Cardinal David Beaton, the father of a number of illegitimate children,
concerned only for his own power and place. In January 1544 David Beaton,
with a large band of servants and armed men, made his way to Perth. The people
of the town waited in dread to see what would happen.

Soon the trials began; no mercy was shown. Some of the accused were
banished, five men were condemned to be hanged - William Anderson, James
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Hunter, James FinTaison, Robert Lamb, and James Ronaldson. They were all
working men, firm and clear in their faith and trust in Christ alone, and
Scripture alone. Ronaldson's wife, better known by her maiden name of Helen
Stark, was to be drowned in the river. She was the mother of four children, one a
new-born baby.

The charges against them make sad reading and show the spiritual and moral
darkness which always prevails wherever Rome holds sway. The men were
variously charged with having interrupted a friar during his sermon; with
asserting that a man might be saved without praying to the saints; with making a
wooden figure of St. Peter wearing a cardinal's hat, which Beaton took to be in
mockery of himself; with dishonouring an image of St. Francis by nailing ram's
horns to his head and a cow's rump to its tail; and with having eaten a goose on
All-Hallow's Eve. The charges against the woman were two in number - first,
that in the agony of childbirth she had refused to call on the name of the Virgin
Mary, as tradition and custom required, insisting, instead, in calling on the name
of God, the Father; and, second, that she had asserted that "if she had lived in
the days of the Virgin, God might well have chosen even such a one as her to be
the mother of Christ, there being no merits in the Virgin to procure that honour,
and her choice and exaltation being simply of God's free mercy".

The town was in an uproar when the news of the sentences was made known.
Many appeals were made, but all in vain. The martyrs waited for their deaths in
"readingihe Scriptures, in prayer, and in exhorting one another to constancy
in the faith".

The fateful day came - 25th January, I 544. Beaton sat at his window that he
might better enjoy watching their sufferings. We can be sure that there was a
great crowd of unseen witnbsses, and our Lord Himself.

Helen Stark asked that she might die with her husband. This was refused, but
she walked with him to the place of execution, and ail the way this dear brave
woman encouraged him. Listen to her words.

"Husband, rejoice, for we have lived together many joyful days; but this day
in which we must die ought to be the most joyful to us both, because we must
have joy for ever. Therefore I will not bid you good-night, for we shall suddenly
meet with joy in the kingdom of heaven."

After the men had suffered Helen Stark was led to the South Inch of the river.
She was a widow, her children fatherless. Soon they would be motherless.
Can we begin to feel what that mother's heart felt as she looked upon the waters
at her feet? Was she tempted to recant? Could any blame her had she done so?
Not this brave soul; her heart was fixed, Christ was her Saviour, her Lord, her
Mediator, her Master.

Let an old writer tell the rest of the story.
"Upon reaching the pool she prepared for her fate. Having several children,

one of whom was an infant hanging upon her breast, a scene of the most
affecting nature was exhibited, which strongly moved the spectators, many of
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A TEXT OF ONLY FOUR WORDS, but one which leads us to some profound
truths of the Bible; it speaks of the incomparable, pre-eminent Christ.

1. In the midst of the scholars (Luke 2:4'6) ':*.-:

At the age of twelve years, Mary and Joseph found Jesus "sitting in the midst of
the doctors, both hearing them and asking them questions". Learned men were
astonished at His mental powers "and all that heard him were astonished at his
understanding and answers". 

. . :=+a+

. :=++. "=' Jesus in the Midst
Notes of a Sermon by the Editor

The Gospel Magazine

whom could not refrain from tears. Her affections now being strongly excited
towards her orphan children, the thought of separation from them seemed for a
moment to disturb the serenity of her mind, and she commended them to the
compassion of her neighbours. But the most powerfully exciting cause of
agitation and agony was her parting with her sucking child. This beloved object,
at whose couch she had often sung, in the joyousness of her heart, her favourite
airs, she took from her bosom, and after fixing upon it a last look, full of the
tender yearnings of a mother's heart, gave it to the friend who had undertaken to
become its nurse.

"This struggle with parental affection made the sacrifice of her life the more
tryrng, but it made it also the more magnanimous, the more sacred, the more
acceptable to God. Recovering from the shock, she yielded herself to death with
unwavering faith, calm tranquillity, and heroic fortitude. Without any change
of countenance she saw her hands and her feet bound by the executioner. Thus
secured, and being tied in a sack, she was plunged into the water. After a
momentary struggle her redeemed spirit, emancipated from all its sorrows, was
rejoicing before the throne of God."

Helen Stark was Scotland's first woman martyr. Many men and women
throughout our whole land would follow her to death for the Gospel's sake. Our
fellow believers in many lands still suffer today. Will such days come to our land
again? How will we fare if they do? Do we love our Lord Jesus Christ enough to
die for Him - to live for Him!

For further reoding: '1:-

WOMEN OF THE SCOTTISH REFORMATION
by Rev. D. P. Thomson, M.A., published 1960'I 
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Other scripures ffiicate the same truth, for "in him are hid all the treasures of
wisdom and knowledge". When He commenced His ministry at Nazareth they
"wondered at the gracious words which proceeded out of his mouth". On another
occasion the Jews marvelled saying, "how knoweth this man letters, having never
learned?". His enemies were compelled to admit'.never man spake like this man".

At the Tiansfiguration God testified, "this is my beloved Son . . . hear ye
him". His teaching concerning the fundamental things of time and eternity were
fully endorsed by God. christ is the living word. He is God's last word to men.

2. In the midst of sufferers (Daniel 3:25)
As Nebuchadnezzar grew great he grew more proud and set up a golden image
on the plain of Dura. He arranged a splendid dedication ceremony when
everyone was commanded to be present. A terrible penalty was imposed for any
who refused to bow down before the image.

Three brave souls refused to bow, they determined to stand out against this
evil thing and to be faithful to God. It is all too easy to go with the crowd and let
the herd instinct dominate us.

The three were sent for by the king and urged to compromise, but they refused
to trample on their consciences. They feared only one thing - sin. They could
burn, but they would not turn!

Because of their refusal they were thrown into the burning fiery furnace, but
even there the Lord was with them - "the form of the fourth is like the Son of
God," exclaimed the king. The presence of the Lord with shadrach, Meshach
and Abednego was the guarantee of their protection. God never calls us to enter
the furnace of affliction alone. Christ is always at hand with His persecuted,
suffering people.

We live in a world of sorrow, pain and trial, but whatever befalls us we are never
alone; at all times and in all places we can experience His never failing presence.

3. In the midst of saints (Matthew 18:20)
"where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst. "
Here then is the real presence! Here is a gracious assurance to those who meet in
the name of christ. Here too is a striking proof of His divinity. God alone can be
in more than one place at the same time.

At every assembly for public worship, at every gathering for prayer and
praise, christ Himself is present. we may be disheartened at timei at the
smallness of the congregation, but we have no reason for despondency, for we
have the company of Jesus Himself.

"Jesus, where'er Thy people meet, ' i l
There they behold Thy mercy seat. .;;:

'-* \Vhs1s'er they seek Thee, Thou art found,
And every place is hallowed ground."
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This is gloriously true. Whenever His own believing people meet, in however

simple the surrounding, Jesus Himself is present.

4. In the midst of sinners (John 19:lE)
"They crucified him, and two others with him, on either side one and Jesus in the
midst." This was the world's estimate of Christ. The object of crucifying the
Saviour between the two thieves was intended as a last injury - a public
declaration that He was counted no better than the ctiminals.

Great must be the sinfulness of sin when such sufferings were needful to
provide redemption; truly He was numbered with the transgressors. He was by
common consent rejected - ('1ef this man, but Barabbas". Pilate's title above
the cross proclaimed what He was, though in rejection and humiliation - the
King of the Jews.

The cross is the great separating force. Jesus was in the midst with the penitent
on one side and the impenitent on the other. A dying sinner seized his last
opportunity and said, "Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy
kingdom". That prayer received a gracious answer - "today thou shalt be with
me in paradise". What a marvellous display of saving grace and loving
condescension.

There was a right and a left hand at the cross, even as there will be a right and a
left hand at the Throne on the last great day - there will be the saved and the
unsaved. Can you say with sincerity -

"LJpon a life I did not live, .,:,, -
Upon a death I did not die,
Another's life, another's death,

. i I stake my whole eternity"? 
.:*

5. In the midst of the sorrowful (John 20:19)
The day of the resurrection had been full of strange rumours and growing
excitement. In the evening the disciples met in the upper room to review the
situation. The doors were securely locked, they barred themselves in for fear,
perhaps they expected reprisals from the priestly authorities. Fear was certainly
uppermost in their minds, mingled with doubt and perplexity. They were
bewildered, baffled and afraid.

At the moment of their greatest need, Jesus came and stood in the midst
of them. No bolts or bars could keep Him from the disciples. Anxious minds
were relieved, hopes renewed and fears were set at rest. His first words were,
"Peace be unto you". This was more than a conventional Jewish greeting; as
someone has said, "He used a conventional phrase, but did not use it
conventionally". This was a comfortable word to quieten the hearts of anxious
and troubled disciples. 
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They had let Him down in forsaking Him and one had openly denied Him, but
here was infinite love displaying itself. He spoke words of peace, not of blame;
there was no rebuke or fault finding. The whole situation was transformed when
Jesus stood in the midst.

We have seen in these five instances that Christ occupies the central place.
Where do you place Him? Does He have the foremost place in your life? The
apostle Paul desired "that in all things he might have the pre-eminence"
(Colossians l: l8). May we have that desire also. M.H.

Directions for Chrtsfians. John willison. Reformation Press, 1r churchill
Drive, Stornoway HSf 2NP. pp. 32. f,1.E0 (post free).
John willison was once greatly revered, especially in Scotland, for his writings.
We are indebted to the Reformation Press for making available once again this
most useful booklet.

Here are some forty short exhortations on various themes. In "Beware of the
world" the writer warns: "Remember if you set your hearts on the world, it will
be all that you get."

Another chapter urges the reader, ' 'Anticipate times of trial' ' . willison says:
"Ought we not to foresee the storms of affliction: of sickness and of death and
provide and lay up for them?"

This well presented booklet will encourage believers to live
pleasing to God.

in a way that is
M.H.

i - : j :  ?_ '

Revival and Revivalism. The Making and Marring of American Evangelica-
lism, 1750 to 1858.Iain Murray. The Banner of rruth rrust. pp. 455 hardback.
gtz.9s.
Princeton college provided the men for the task of the ministry. Dod,
McMillan, James Power, Joseph Smith and others. These men lived a plain life,
but were resolute amidst astonishing hardship. There were no roads across the
mountains, no flour mills, no churches, no houses. Pack-horses brought small
commodities of things. Settlements were attacked by the Indians and many on
both sides were killed. Then began the church building, followed by school
building, and even a new seminary. A further 100 young men were prepared
for the ministry.

The Great Awakenints in the early days were led by men of puritan
conviction, their standard the westminster Confession. .John Angel James
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wrote the book, An Earnest Ministry the Want of the Times (reprinted by the
Banner of Truth). These men all believed that the revivals were due to a
movement of the Holy Spirit, and that salvation was a free gift from God in
sovereign grace.

The chapter, "Glory in Virginia", tells that among the newcomers from
England were a number of John Wesley's preachers. They were Arminian in
theology and aimed at decision making. For this the altar call, or the penitent
rail, etc., were used. It became clear that the men of Puritan principles could not
be sympathetic to these trends and the emotionalism they raised. Archibald
Alexander gave his final verdict on the excitement and the sudden growth of new
denominations all claiming to be the true religion. The Presbyterian Churches in
Kentucky and part of Tennessee were then almost desolate.

Scripture says it is the preached Word, the Gospel message, applied by the
Holy Spirit, that acts as a key to open the heart and make a person willing to
receive Christ.

Mr. Murray's book is instructive, interesting, and encouraging. It deserves a
widecirculation. W.J.p.

God at Work: Signs of True Revival. An easier to read and abridged version
oI The Distinguishing Mafis of a |Aork of the Spirit of God. Jonathan Edwards
(1703-175E). Evangelical Press. pp. 94. f2.50.
The publishers have produced a helpful book about the revival in Northampton,
New England. It will not only be illuminating to Americans but also to clergy and
lay people throughout the world. The book is in three sections:

Section I - Things that prove nothing one way or the other;
Section II - Things that the Scriptures say prove that God is at work;
Section III - Some practical inferences.
In addition to the above, the famous sermon of Edwards', "Sinners in the

Hands of an Angry God" ("Their foot shall slide in due time" - Deuteronomy

J.C.32:35) is printed on pagesTT -91.

The Storm Breaks - Job Simply Explained. Welwyn Commentary Series.
Derek Thomas. Evanglical Press. pp. 352. f9.95.
When reviewing this excellent book I was reminded of Jacob's words in Genesis
42:36: "Me have ye bereaved of my children: Joseph is not, and Simeon is not,
and ye will take Benjamin away: oll these things are against me."

If ever anyone experienced suffering, that brought loss and with it perplexity,
surely that person was God's servant Job . His acceptance of his loss is a model of
piety. When Job responds to his trials, his frustration is always taken direct to
God. Job never lost faith: he teaches us to persevere even in the incomprehensible
ways of God in our lives.
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The book is enhanced by the printin!'and the sub-division of
scriptural references, and bibliography.

Struggling but Winning - A Survival Guidefor Christians.
Evangelical Press. pp. 93. *2.95.
In his introduction the author says: "Being a child of God in a world that is alien
to God has never been an easy proposition." He goes on to deal with some old
Testament characters who struggled with opposition and problems of various
kinds and who by God's grace triumphed.

David, facing the seemingly impossible in his conflict with Goliath, the author
says: "The giant seemed to have all the advantages of size, strength and
weapons. David took what was available, all five stones, trusted in God and slew
Goliath with the giant's own sword."

We found it a helpful book. Scripture quotations are from the N.I.V. M.H.

Plcase obtain arry book reviewed or advertised from yow local Christian bookshop, as we regretJully arc not
in a position to supply yow requiremmts.

SECRETARIAL NOTES

WE ARE IN THE PROCESS OF AMENDING OI]R
MAILING LIST,

and would be very grateful if you would let us know,
as soon as possible, if there are an! effors on your address label.

Thank vou.

the chapters,
J.C.

Peter Jeffery.

MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTION FORM

To The Gospel Magaz.ine,Mr. David Hughes, 18 Altenburg Gardens, Battersea, London, swll lJJ.
_- We would be obliged if established readers whose subscriptions are now due would make use of this form.
Please-inform us of any change.of address. Kindly renew your subscription in good time. Subscription for
199t6, f.5.50 (the same as in 1995).

Subscriber's name

Address.

No. ofcopies to be sent per issue

Post-code

Sum enclosed

Date of sending subscription

Please tick if a new subscriber | , Please give your postcode


