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Editorial
IN THE EPISTLE to the Romans the Apostle Paul speaks of the Christian as a
"debtor". We are indeed debtors; as Christians we are under obligation. We are,
for one thing, debtors to the past - to those who at personal cost brought the
Gospel to this land. We are in debt to those who laboured and suffered that we
might possess the Scriptures in our own language and have the freedom to read
it. Further, we are debtors to the martyrs who maintained the truth and were
prepared to seal their faith with their blood. All these things we take so much for
granted; we should do well to reflect on our indebtedness.

We are, above all, debtors to God - to His love, grace and mercy. He did not
cast us off and leave us to perish in our sin. We are in debt to the Lord Jesus
Christ in that He discharged our debt on the Cross, something we could never
do ourselves.

Reflecting on our indebtedness should teach us a lesson in humility. We have
no reason to be proud, we have nothing but what we have received. We have no
cause to be puffed up by our own achievements, for when we have done all, we
are unprofitable servants, we have only done what was our duty to do.

We are indeed debtors, but it is only hereafter that we shall fully realise the
extent of our debt. Meantime we can pray:

"Teach me, Lord, on earth to show,
By my love, how much I owe."



74 The Gospel Magazine

Foundation Truths
A Sermon by the Editor

"Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the Gospel which I preached unto you,
which also ye have received, ond wherein ye stand" (I corinthians l5:I)

BY COMMON CONSENT this chapter of the First Epistle to the Corinthians is
reckoned to be one of the most wonderful in the entire range of Scripture. It
deals with the great doctrine of the Resurrection, but before the Apostle comes
to grips with it, he defines the Gospel, showing what he has been preaching to the
people. Paul, though formerly an antagonist of the Gospel, became its greatest
advocate. To his intellect it had brought illumination, to his accusing conscience
it had brought peace, and to his aching heart it had brought satisfaction. paul
could think of no finer theme on which to preach but the Gospel. He says in one
place that he was separated unto the Gospel and in another place he had been put
in trust in the Gospel, and as he is writing to Timothy, his own son in the faith, he
speaks of "the glorious Gospel that was committed to my trust" and in yet
another place he speaks of it as "my Gospel". This was, then, a wonderful
theme to the Apostle, and Paul spent all his powers and all his energies in its
proclamation. There is one thing that strikes you when reading paul's Letters
and it is this, that he was a man of tremendous energy and concentration. He
speaks about labouring and striving and running and pressing toward the mark
and, if anyone got the utmost out of life, it was surely the Apostle paul. He
certainly saw the magnitude of his task and the greatness of the opposing forces,
but he refused to be side-tracked. He was shut up to the Gospel of the grace of
God. well now, the word "Gospel" has become somewhat tarnished and
enfeebled by constant and unreflective use. Let the wonder of the word grip
us again.

So, what I want to do is to ask and answer the question, "what is the
Gospel?". I have three thoughts to set before you.

FIRST - IT IS AN AUTHORITATIVE MESSAGE

Look at verse 3. Paul says it was a message "revealed from heaven". He says,
"I delivered unto you that which I also received". It was not something of
Paul's own devising, or some discovery he had made. He says, "I received of the
Lord that which I also delivered unto you". when he was writing to the
Christians in Galatia he says: "The Gospel I preached I did not receive it from
men, but I received it from direct revelation from the Lord Jesus christ." So,
then, the Gospel is not the result of man's thinking. It has not been arrived at by
human reason.
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And Paul, with all his brilliant intellect (and he was certainly one of the
outstanding men of all time), in spite of all his brilliant powers, had not
produced it. It was something that had been revealed to him. It came from
heaven itself. Furthermore, the Gospel is not concerned with human speculation
but with divine revelation - it is an authoritative word. Notice something else, it
is rooted in Scripture. In verses 3 and 4 we have the repetition of the phrase,
"according to the Scriptures": "Christ died according to the Scriptures"; and
verse 4: "He was buried and rose again according to the Scriptures"; and,
indeed, all that Paul proclaimed was according to God's Word revealed and
written. This, of course, goes for the rest of the New Testament writers. We have
Peter standing up on the Day of Pentecost, and what a tremendous sermon it
was that Peter preached. Indeed, it was rooted and anchored in the Bible. He
began by saying that this marvellous outpouring of the Spirit was only the
fulfilment of what God had spoken through the prophet Joel. Then Peter takes
his hearers twice into the Book of Psalms to prove the resurrection. He says there
in Psalm 16, referring to Christ: "My flesh also shall rest in hope. For thou wilt
not . . . suffer thine Holy One to see corruption. " He then took his hearers to the
I l0th Psalm. So the Gospel is rooted in Scripture.

Let me remind you of our Lord Himself, who on His walk to Emmaus on the
first Easter Day, gave an outstanding Bible reading to those two dejected and
forlorn disciples and, indeed, He rebuked them because of their failure to believe
the Scripture concerning Him. This is what He said: "Oh fools and slow of heart
to bblieve all that the prophets have spoken . . . and beginning at Moses and all
the prophets he expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning
himBelf. " And because this Gospel, then, is revealed from heaven and because it
is rooted in Scripture, it rings with divine authority. I believe this is what we need
above everything else today, a revival of biblical Gospel preaching in our land.
This is what people are hungering for. We have had enough from so many
pulpits of "may be's" and "perhaps", and so on. We need an authoritative
declaration of what God has revealed in the Scripture. So the Christian preacher,
according to the New Testament, is a messenger.

SECOND _ IT IS A REDEMPTIVE MESSAGE

If you will look back in this Letter to the Church at Corinth, Paul says in
chapter I that "the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness;
but unto us which are saved it is the power of God", and in another place in the
same Letter he says, "I was determined when I came among you to know
nothing save Jesus Christ and him crucified". So the Gospel rests on facts,
and if you look again at verses 3 and 4 Paul says there is a certain irreducible
minimum which is absolutely essential to the Gospel and it centres around the
cross and the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. So he savs that "Christ died
for our sins".
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His death is a historical fact. At a certain point in history and at a precise spot
on the earth's surface christ died, and not only died, He was buiied - ina
burial is the last and final confirmation that death has taken place. The Creed
gives prominence to this fact. The Apostle's creed even nimes the Roman
authority under which all this happened. "He suffered under pontius pilate,
was crucified, dead and buried. " There is an awful finality about that statement.
But, says, the scripture, "He died for our sins". what a wonderful phrase! you
see, here we have the dignity of His person and the purpose of His deith allin the
one sentence, and what makes it the Gospel is that not only He died, but that He
died for our sins. Indeed, explanation of the crucifixion is impossible apart from
the recognition of the Person who hung and suffered there. 11 was only after the
great confession of faith at caesarea philippi, when peter, being the spokesman
for the twelve, said in response to christ's question: ,,Thou art the ihrist, the
son of the living God." It was only when the disciples had grasped who He was
that we read: "From that time forth Jesus began to say trow ttrat he must go to
Jerusalem and suffer many things." He began to speak increasingly oI uis
approaching death, so before what had been implicit now became exptiiit. lrtne
Person who hung on the cross between two thieves that Good Friday had not
been the Messiah, then His death would have availed us nothing. yes, ihrist died
for our sins. This is at the very heart of the Gospel.

His death, of course, did not come upon Him unawares. It did not come as a
tragic mistake. It came as a fulfilment of Scripture. Indeed, not long before the
cross, our Lord said to His disciples, "All things that are written by the prophets
concerning the Son of Man shall be accomplished',. He said to thi twogoing to
Emmaus, "ought not christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into his
glory?". The cross then was faced, not as inevitable so much as indispensable,
for christ came not so much to preach the Gospel, but that there might be i
Gospel to preach. "He died for our sins." It was no make-believe. It hippened
in time and space under Pontius pilate.

So the Gospel is God's solution to man's greatest problem, but it is impossible
to understand the solution unless we are clear as to the nature of the p.o-bl.* _
and the problem here is sin. "He died for our sins." yes, our sins are the
problem. our sins were the impelling cause of His death. .,In that he died unto
sin once, but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God.,, This is the great truth of the
New Testament that Christ suffered, and it was sufficient for al-l time and for all
His people. This is the authentic apostolic note. His work is complete and final.
so every time we come to the communion we hear read those wonderful words
of the Reformers speaking of the cross, that christ offered there , ,a full, perfect
and sufficient sacrifice". This then was complete. This is the Gospel.
Incidentally, the word "Gospel" appears something like seventy-five timei in
the New Testament, and the Gospel is essentially the good news that God in
christ has fulfilled His promise and that He has provided a way of salvation for
His people. This is the most striking of all communications, for there can be
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no Gospel without the Cross and, just as sin is a permanent factor in human life,
so the Gospel never becomes out of date. It is always relevant.

So it isy'rs/ an outhentic messoge; second it is a redemptive message,'now,

THIRD _ IT IS AN ADEQUATE MESSAGE

Paul, then, had a profound conviction of the absolute sufficiency of the Gospel
that he preached. It surpassed and superseded and outdistanced every other
panacea for the ills of men. Paul speaks of the fulness of the blessing of the Gospel
of Christ - what a lovely phrase ! The Gospel surely is the most enriching agency
in all the world. It comes not to impoverish but to enrich. So Paul could speak of
the "unsearchable riches of Christ" that are made over to us in the Gospel.

The Gospel, then, is not so much good advice, but it is good news, not so much
what men ought to do, but what Godhas done and will yet do for His believing
people. This Gospel is dynamic, for Paul says, "I am not ashamed of the
gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God", and the word "power" there in
the original is the word from which we get "dynamite". "It is the power of
God unto salvation.l' Paul, writing to the Thessalonians, says: "The gospel
came unto you not in word only, but in power." That is the message I believe the
world needs at this present time, the only thing that will meet the need of this
sinning, struggling world, the only thing that can satisfy the deepest longings of
men's hearts. Is it any wonder that Paul could say, "Woe unto me if I preach
not the Gospel"?

But will you notice that the Gospel is to be received by faith. Look again at the
opening verses of the chapter: "The gospel which I preached unto you, which ye
also received and wherein ye stand." Then in verse 2 he speaks about believing.
Believing and receiving are alternative phrases if you like. The message is
brought to us by the preacher. It demands a response, but it must be brought
home to us by the Holy Spirit of God. It becomes ours by faith. Faith is the hand
that lays hold of the promised blessing, and there can be no substitute for
personal faith. It is not an intellectual acceptance but the trust of the heart.
Notice in verse 2 its results. Says Paul, "Bywhich ye also are saved if you keep in
memory" - in other words, "If you hold fast" (as the margin has it), "if you
hold fast what I preached unto you, lestye have received in vain". "So we
preached, " he says, "and so ye believed. " A remedy has to be applied in order to
be effective. It is not sufficient for it merely to exist, so it demands a response on
the part of the hearers.

What response has the Gospel had from you? Have you received it? Have you
believed it? Paul could say of the believers in Corinth, that they had received it -
it had become part of them.

An authoritative word, a redemptive word, an adequate word. It is adequate
for time. It is adequate for eternity. For the Lord Jesus said, "They who come to
me I will in no wise cast out".
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Oh! may this Gospel be increasingly precious to us as the days go by. May we
know it for ourselves, so that we can take Paul's own phrase and speak of it as
"my gospel" -revealedtousbythewonderfulgraceofGod. Amen. 

M.H.

For Younger Readers
CARINE MACKENZIE

THE RIGHT DIRECTION

HAS ANYONE ever stopped you in the street to ask directions? Sometimes that
happens to me. Someone who is a visitor to the town asks the way to a certain
road or perhaps the Post Office.

We were recently in the position of being in another country and needing to
ask for directions. We were in eastern USA, driving in a hired car between
appointments in various big towns. We have a very good map book but we still
found that sometimes we had to stop to ask for advice and ask if we were on
the right road.

Not everyone whom we asked was helpful. One person could not understand
what we were saying - our enquiries were just met with blank looks.

Another man gave us directions, but in a very careless, haphazard way -
"Oh, yes," he said, "that's just two blocks down the road". After we had gone
two blocks, we discovered that these directions were not adequate.

Another person gave us a very clear and confident list of instructions, but
when we followed them to the letter we found that we were headed in completely
the wrong direction.

Most people were patient and kind and gave us helpful and accurate
directions. How grateful we were to them.

Probably the most helpful person was one lady we were visiting. ..What's the
best way out of town, back on to the motorway?" we asked.

"Just follow me," she said. "I will go in my car until the junction, and point
you on the right road."

What an easy journey that was!
We are all on a journey through life. God has given us His Word, the Bible,

which is the only rule to direct us on this journey. This is like our comprehensive,
detailed map book.

Sometimes we ask others for help or advice on our journey. How important to
ask the right people and not to follow wrong advice.

I

i



The Gospel Mogazine 79

Someone who is ignorant of God's Word will be of no help. In his first Letter,
John tells us to "try the spirits to see if they are of God, because many false
prophetiare gone out into the world" (l John 4:l).

Someone who is careless and vague will be not much better.
Even one who is confident and sincere in what they say, if that advice is wrong,

they will lead us astray. "There is a way which seemeth right unto a man but the
end thereof are the ways of death" (Proverbs 14:12).

The advice given by someone who is familiar with the land we are travelling
towards - heaven - who is loving, patient, kind - will be the one who is worth
listening to.

The best Person to listen to is the Lord Jesus Himself. He knows the land
well. He has come from there. "Come, follow me," He says. "I will lead you
there myself."

QUrZ

l. Who was given directions to find his brothers at Dothan? Genesis 37:17.
2. Israel (or Jacob) sent his son Judah ahead to direct his way towards which

land? Genesis 46:28. l
3. Who gave directions to the men spylng out the land of Canaan, for their

return journey? Joshua 2:16.
4. Whose house did Saul ask directions for, when he was out looking for his

father's asses? I Samuel 9:18.

5. Peter and John were given directions to find the house for the passover feast.
Who were they to follow? Luke 22:10.

6. Ananias was given directions to find Saul of Tarsus. In what street was the
house? Acts 9: I l.

7. Cornelius was given directions to find Simon Peter. Whose house was he in
and where was that house? Acts 10:6.

The Fear of God,
W. J. BRIDCUT (lr ish Church Missions. Dublin)

WHEN THE B OO K OF COM MO N PRA YER is compared with the alternative
services it is seen that some references to the fear of God have been removed. As
well as this there is what appears to be the belief of some who lead religious
services that in order to be joyful before the Lord a believer must not have
feelings of fear in relation to God.
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The compilers of the Book of common Prayer saw no tension between the
godly emotions of fear and love and so there is a prayer for a heart to love and
fear God (Litany). In the Marriage Service it is said that children should be
brought up in the fear and nurture of the Lord. The Catechism teaches children
to fear God and love Him, and at confirmation we pray that they may be filled
with the spirit of God's holy fear.

Is the fear of God something to be emphasised or played down? Is godly fear a
genuine christian attitude that can be held along with joy, or is the fear of the
Lord simply Old Testament religion?

The fear of the Lord is the most characteristic note of biblical religion. The
Lord said to Satan: "Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there is none
like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and
escheweth evil?" Mary in her Magnificat sings of God's mercy on those who fear
Him. The writer of the Acts of the Apostles (chapter 9) couples the comfort or
encouragement of the Holy Spirit with living in the fear of the Lord, and in
Isaiah I I we read that the coming Messiah will delight in the fear of the Lord.

The writer of Proverbs 8 tells us that "the fear of the Lord is to hate evil" and
Paul tells the Corinthians to perfect holiness in the fear of God. The emphasis
which these two Scriptures place on the fear of God points to the bond that exists
between belieF and behaviour. what or whom we worship determines our
behaviour. What then is this fear of God?

In the Bible we read of fear in the sense of being afraid, but we also read of a
man fearing his father and mother where the meaning is not that of terror but of
veneration and honour. These two meanings of "fear" enter into the concept of
the fear of God. There is the dread or terror of the Lord and there is the fear of
reverential awe. when Adam sinned we read of him being afraid of God and
Jesus uses the word in the same sense when He says: "Fear Him who is able
to destroy soul and body in hell." The God of the Bible is holy and because
He is holy His wrath rests upon those who sin against Him. It is natural to
fear such wrath.

Not to be afraid of God's holywrath is a sign of hardened ungodliness. But the
fear of God which is the basis of godliness includes much more than the fear of
God's judgment, for fear of judgment alone will not generate in us the love of
God and the hatred of sin. Punishment of itself has no converting power. The
fear of God in which godliness consists is the fear which irresistibly urges us to
adoration and love. It is the fear which consists in awe, reverence, honour
and worship.

The fear of God implies our constant consciousness of being in a relationship
with God. The first thought of the godly person in any particular situation is
God's relationship to him and to his situation. That is being conscious of God
and that is what the fear of God entails. The Bible speaks of the life of godliness
as walking with God, trusting in Him and obeying Him.



The Gospel Mogazine 8l

The religion of Isaac must have had a profound impression on his son Jacob,
for in two places in Genesis 31 Jacob speaks of God as the Fear of Isaac. Isaac's
demeanour and behaviour must have conveyed a deep sense of the majesty
of God.

Why is it becoming rare to hear people described as "God-fearing"? Biblical
faith is the fear of God because God is majestic in holiness, worthy of awe and
praise, doing wonders (Exodus l5). If we know God we must know Him as
glorious and awesome and the appropriate posture for us is to fall before Him in
deep reverence. "Who shall not fear thee, O, Lord, and glorify thy name? for
thou only art holy" (Revelation l5:4).

All who appreciate something of the glory of God fear Him. Only a perfect
God who is feared with reverential awe could demand total commitment in love
and devotion. "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all
thy soul, and with all thy mind and with all thy strength" (Mark 12:30). The fear
of God and the love of God are but different aspects of our response to God who
is holy and majestic. In Psalm 19 we learn that God's law is to produce
reverentialfear. "ThefearoftheLordisclean,enduringforever;thejudgments
of the Lord are true and righteous altogether."

"O Lord, who never failest to help and govern them who Thou dost bring up
in Thy stedfast fear and love; keep us, we beseech Thee, under the protection of
Thy good providence, and make us to have a perpetual fear and love of Thy holy
name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen." (Collect of Trinity 2)

"Working" for Life
DAVID N\SAMUEL

(Dr. Samuel is the Presiding Bishop of the Church of England (Continuing))

"Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth
unto everlasting lde, which the Son of man shall give unto you: for him hoth God

the Father sealed" (John 6:27)

THE BACKGROUND to these words was the feeding of the five thousand, in a
desert place, where there was no food available for such a multitude. But Jesus
took a few loaves and fishes and multiplied them and the people were
miraculously fed. Then He left and went across the Sea of Galilee to
Capernaum. When the people discovered that He had gone, they followed Him
for more food. And when they found Jesus He said to them: "Ye seek me, not
because ye saw the miracles, but because ye did eat of the loaves, and were
filled." He rebuked them because they followed Him for the wrong reason.



82 The Gospel Magazine

They did not come because they had understood the signs He performed and so
believed on Him as saviour, they came simply for the food. Then Jesus added
the words of our text. "Labour not for the meat which perisheth. . . . "

First, we have here a warning or dissuasive, "Labour not . . . "
That may seem strange, for we all have to work for a living. It is our duty to
support ourselves and to provide for our families. we must not be a charge on
other people. Paul strictly enjoins that on christians. "we commanded you,"
he wrote to the Thessalonians, "that if any would not work neither should they
eat." He does not say, "could not work", this is not a stricture upon those who
are genuinely unemployed, but on those who are wilfully idle. If that is so, and
we have a duty, specially as christians, to work for our living, what does our
Lord mean here when He says, "Do not work for the food that perishes"? well,
Jesus is using a figure of speech called a hyperbole. He is putting a certain truth in
an exaggerated way, in order to draw attention to it and impress its importance
on the minds of His hearers. This is something which He did often in His
teaching. For example, "Except a man hate his father and mother, he cannot be
my disciple". Our Lord did not mean that a man was literally to hate his parents,
but that if he was to be a disciple, then his first loyalty must be to his Master. The
way He said it put this truth into sharp focus. So also Jesus did not mean that we
are not to work for a living, but that we must not make that our chief priority in
life, to the exclusion of other more important matters that concern the soul.
working for our material needs is not the main object of human existence,
though it may easily become so. "what is the chief end of man?" asks the first
question of the westminster catechism, and gives the answer: "The chief end of
man is to glorify God, and enjoy Him for ever."

Man is made of two elements, or parts - of earth and spirit. "The Lord God
formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath
of life, and man became a living sbul." Man does not belong solely to this
material world, as some would try to tell us; he cannot be wholly secular or this-
worldly. He has an eternal soul and destiny. "A man's life consisteth not in the
abundance of the things that he possesseth." or again, "what shall it profit a
man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man
give in exchange for his soul?". A man cannot feed his eternal soul on material
things. He cannot really say, like the fool in the parable, "soul, thou hast much
goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry,', though
many do talk like that, and behave like that. or to rise a little higher, he cannbt
feed his eternal soul on culture and art. Fine pictures and books and music and
philosophy will not do either. why? because they are of this world, they are
things of time, not of eternity; they are no more than husks as far as the eternal
soul of man is concerned.

But man is always tempted to live for this life only, to seek his happiness here
and now, and to ignore his eternal destiny afrd neglect his immortal soul. tt is

a
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the peculiar danger of the time in which we live, though it has always been
present. We live in what is called a secular age, which is meant to mark it off from
those times which have gone before. The word "secular" means worldly,
temporal, having to do with this world only. And that is how our age differs
from former times. There has been in the present century a conscious and
deliberate disavowal and denial of the things of God and the world to come. This
world and this life is where the horizon ends for most people today. And that is
why this warning, this dissuasive of our Lord's, is specially needed - "Labour
not for the meat that perisheth . . . ".

A college professor was walking one day with one of his students who had just
graduated. He said to him, "Well, Jim, what do you intend to do now?". "I
hope to practise law," the young man replied. "And what then?" asked the
professor. "I would like to go into politics," was the answer. "And what then?"
the professor persisted. "Well, eventually I shall retire, and then perhaps see
something of the world." "And what then?" came the enquiry. There was
silence. The trouble with secularism is that it runs out of answers. It has nothing
to say to the ultimate questions, to man's eternal need.

But the problem today lies deeper than that. This secular view of things hds
permeated not only society but the Churches too. They have taken on, and been
taken over by, this secular humanist understanding of life. The Gospel has been
secularised, so that its message now is almost exclusively about meeting people's
needs in this life. The social gospel has replaced the everlasting Gospel and social
work has replaced evangelism. That is why missionary societies cannot get funds
and any distinctively evangelistic work lacks support. A survey by the Bible
Society found that giving money to meet people's physical needs was considered
more important than giving money for spiritual needs, according to 60 per cent
of churchgoers and 43 per cent of clergy in England and Wales. Secular
humanism has taken over. The old pagan view of life has been reinstated and is
flourishing in the Churches. "Paganism," wrote Gresham Machen in his book
Liberal Christianity, "is that view of life, which finds the highest goal of human
existence, in the healthy and harmonious development of existing human
faculties." It is hard to deny that that is the view that now prevails generally in
the Churches. The watershed was in 1973, at the World Council of Churches
conference on missions in Bangkok, when the task of mission was redefined as
that of "making people fully humah" so that they could develop their complete
potential. This is the secularisation of the Gospel; this world and this life are all
that really matter.

How urgently this warning, this dissuasive is needed today, both inside and
outside the Churches: "Labour not for the meat that perisheth. . . ." "Lay
not up for yourselves treasures upon earth. . . ." "Set your affection on things
above, not on things on the earth. . . . " We all need to hear this message. We
are, as John Bunyan said, passing through enchanted ground. The world and
the things of the world cast their spell upon us. Pilgrims are tempted to fall
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asleep, not to awake. "Demas," wrote Paul, "hath forsaken me, having loved
this present world."

secondly, an exhortation is implied in these words, and it is this: "Labour for
that meat which endureth unto everlasting life"
Work for the food that lasts; that is, for spiritual food that feeds and ministers to
the soul and its eternal salvation. That spiritual food is Christ Himself : "I am the
bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger and he that believeth on me
shall never thirst." when our Lord says "labour" or "work" for this spiritual
food, He does not mean that it can be earned or merited. He Himself explains
what He means by "work", in verse 28. "What shall we do, that we might work
the works of God?" To which Jesus answers: "This is the work of God, that ye
believe on him whom he hath sent." This is similar to the answer given by paul to
the gaoler at Philippi, when he threw himself trembling at the feet of the apostle
and cried out, "what must I do to be saved?" The answer was, "Believe on the
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved".

Faith is a recumbency, a leaning upon christ, totally and completely, for
salvation. Trusting entirely in Him and not to anything in ourselves. Faith is
receiving, not giving; accepting a free offer, not earning or meriting anything at
all. "The wages of sin is death" (that is what we have earned and what we merit),''but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus christ our Lord" (that is, what
God freely bestows upon those who believe in Christ). This is the very nature of
grace, it is free and undeserved. You cannot earn a gift, for if you do, it is no
longer a gift. As Paul again puts it, "If it is by grace, then it is no more of works:
otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of works, then it is no more grace:
otherwise work is no more work" (Romans ll:6). Grace excludes works
altogether, by definition, and is only compatible with faith.

This is something people find hard to grasp, like the parable of the vineyard,
where all the labourers were paid alike, not according to how long they worked,
but according to thegenerosity of the owner. The kingdom of heaven is like that,
said Jesus. The principle that operates there is not merit, but grace. And if we
would enter into the kingdom of God we must become as little children, we must
put away all notions of works and merits and trust simply in the undeserved
mercy and generosity of God. The gift of eternal salvation is something that
cannot be earned, because the price is too high ! It is beyond price. peter declares,
"Ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold . . . but with
the precious blood of christ". Paul speaks of the "unsearchable riches', of
christ, that is something altogether beyond human assessment and
computation. Therefore, we must come empty-handed.

But that does not mean that we are not to seek salvation, and in a sense labour
and strive after it. A beggar may seek bread, though he has nothing with which to
buy it. our business is to search it out, as the one thing needful. And Jesus
assures all who do so, saying, "Ask, and it shall be given you; seek and ye shall
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find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you". That is what work means here in
this context, when our Lord says, "Labour for the meat that endureth". It
means apply at least the same industry, energy and thought, to obtaining the
food of everlasting life, that you do to obtaining of a living. Make it the great
object of your existence, like Mary Jones, walking across the mountains of
Wales to Bala, barefoot, not to obtain some worldly treasure, but to obtain a
Bible that she might read the words of Life. Or like Christian in Pilgrim's
Progress earnestly seeking to escape from the City of Destruction and to get rid
of the burden on his back. "Strive to enter in at the strait gate" . . . and the word
strive, here means strive as in agony. Those who so "labour" will not be
disappointed: "Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness:
for they shall be filled."

Thirdly, we have in these words of our text a direction: showing us where we are
to go to find the food that endures
We are directed to Christ, "which the Son of man shall give you: for him hath
God the Father sealed". Am I to go to God? No, for you cannot go to God
directly, you are to go to the Son of man, that is, to Jesus. "Son of man" is the
title of His humiliation, because He came down from heaven to suffer and die
for our salvation. "Who being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be
equal with God: but made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form
of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men. And being found in fashion as
a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death
of the cross."

People can lose their way for lack of clear directions. Here they are plain and
clear. It is to the Son of man we are to go. He alone is the Dispenser of eternal
life. "This is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in
his Son. He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son hath not
life." And we are led to Christ by certain signs, certain definite indications,
which mark Him out and set God's seal upon Him. These are the works of God,
the miracles that Jesus performed; the works that God gave Him to do, to set
Him apart and distinguish Him as the Saviour of the world - the changing of
the water into wine, the feeding of the multitude, the healing of the blind, the
lame, thedeaf, theraisingof thedead. Allthesearenot justmiracles, butsignsto
point us to Christ.

When John the Baptist sent from prison to ask, "Art thou he that should
come, or do we look for another?" Jesus said to those who had been sent: "Go
and show John again those things which ye do hear and see: the blind receive
their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the
dead are raised up, and the poor have the gospel preached to them." These are
indubitable signs. But more than that, He was born of the Virgin Mary and
raised from the dead on the third day. That is why the apostles preached with
such boldness and authority: "Neither is there salvation in any other: for there
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is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be
saved." All these things go together. Leave out the miracles, as modern
liberalism has done, and you destroy the uniqueness of Christ, and remove those
very signs that are meant to direct men to Christ. You leave them directionless, to
seek salvation by any means and any religion. That is the state of things today.

There is a particularity about the Gospel that offends the world. Men do not
like to be told that they must go to christ alone for salvation. But God has so
ordained it. If a man wants eternal life he must come to Christ. It is no good
going anywhere else. The wise men qlme to Jerusalem, thinking that thai was
where they would find the King who had been born, but they had to go to
Bethlehem, because God had so ordained it. "But thou, Bethlehem Ephritah,
though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he
come forth unto me that is to be the ruler of Israel; whose goings forth have been
from old, even from everlasting." Naaman came to Elisha thi prophet seeking
healing for his leprosy, and was told to go and wash in the River Jordan. He wai
incensed and turned away in disgust, saying, "Are not Abana and pharpar,
rivers of Damascusn better than all the waters of Israel? May I not wash in them
and be clean? ". But he was not cleansed of his leprosy until he came and washed
in Jordan, because God had so ordained it.

But where is christ to be found today, now that His earthly ministry is ended
and He has ascended up to heaven? How is He to be found, that men may feed
on Him and believe in Him and have eternal life? Again, there is a particularity
that offends, for christ is to be found very simply in the preaching oithe Gospei.
As Paul puts it, "Say not in thine heart, who shall ascend into heaven? (thal is,
to bring christ down from above:) or, who shall descend into the deep? (that
is, to bring up christ again from the dead.) But what saith it? The word is nigh
thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which we
preach" (Romans 10:6-8). If we would have life, eternar life, we musr go to
christ. In order to do that, we do not have to perform some extraordinary
feat. we do not have to seek Him in heaven to which He has ascended. nor in
the depths to which He descended, when after His death on the cross He was
buried. No, for He is near to us now and accessible to faith in the word of the
Gospel which is preached amongst us. There christ is to be found today and
everlasting life.

So, these words of Jesus warn against putting the things of this world first, and
neglecting our eternal souls. Remember the answer that Jesus gave when He was
tempted. "Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth
out of the mouth of God." They also exhort us to labour for the food that
endures, to seek by faith that true and living bread which alone can nourish and
sustain us. And finally, these words show us where that food is to be found, in
the Person of christ. Not just vaguely "in religion" or ,,in God", but in the
Person of the Lord Jesus christ, the incarnate, crucified, suffering and dying
Saviour. The One set forth by God for our salvation.
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A Few Further Thoughts on
Calvin and Calvinism

I WAS INTERESTED to read the article on John Calvin in the March/April
issue. This was necessarily brief and I thought it would be profitable to expand
on one or two points. Mention was made of Calvin's scholarly cousin Olivetan
and his influence on Calvin. Olivetan, when converted from Roman Catho-
licism, argued that there are only two religions in the world - "those which men
have invented in which man saves himself by ceremonies and good works: the
other is the religion revealed in the Bible and which teaches man to look for
salvation from the free grace of God." Although Calvin in his youth and loyalty
to the Roman Catholic Church of his birth rejected Olivetan's words, he was
soon to realise by the Lord's grace that the Roman Church for which he claimed
so much was not the Church of the Bible.

Soon afterwards Calvin, passing through Paris, found a great crowd of
priests, soldiers and citizens gathered round a stake at which a disciple of the new
(or Protestant) doctrines was calmly yielding up his life in the fires caused bythe
cruelty of the Roman religion which called believers in Christ "heretics" and
demanded that they should be burned. Such was the religion of those pre-
Reformation times. Calvin stood till the fire had done its work, but the tragedy
awakened a train of thought in him. "These men," he said to himself, "have a
peace which I do not possess. They endure the fire with a rare courage . . . why is
it that they are so courageous in these dreadful terrors while I am oppressed and
tremble. " He then took Olivetdn's advice and began to read the Bible (which the
Roman Church forbad its followers to read), but its first effect was a sharper
terror to him. His sins had never appeared so great nor himself so vile as now,
Dr. Wylie tells us. He could have shut the book, but to what other source could
he go? He was in dead earnest. After a time the Lord blessed the Bible to his
soul's conversion and the last link in the Roman Church's chain had been torn
away and he stood up in the liberty wherewith Christ had made him free. Thus
was fought one of the great battles of the world says Dr. Wylie. Later the
influence of Calvin was to spread thoughout the world wherever the Word of
God was taken.

Through the wickedness and cruelty of the Roman Catholic Church, Calvin
had to flee from Geneva where he had a wonderful Spirit-blessed ministry
among the refugees driven by persecution from France. He settled at Strasbourg
where the Lord blessed him. Later there were urgent appeals from his friends for
him to return to Geneva. At first he refused to return but at last he agreed to
return to his old pulpit. While at Strasbourg he married Ideletta de Bure, a
gracious lady and widow of one of his friends. By her he had three children, all
of whom, alas, died in infancy. After nine years his wife died in the Lord on
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5th April 1549 and Calvin
labours in the Lord's name.

The Gospel Magazine

was spared another fifteen years in his manifold
He was later able to say with truth, in response to

the scorn of priestly
Christian world."

persecutors: "I have myriads of sons throughout the

Of particular interest to England, the Calvin Translation Society in the last
century translated over forty of Calvin's works into English, but for jome reason
left out two works, viz. The Eternal predestination ofGod and The Defence of
the Secret Providence of God. These were originally published in Genevi in l55i
and 1558 and were in the remarkable providence of God translated by Dr. Henry
cole, of cambridge (who translated many of Luther's works), during an illness
and were published in 1856 under the title of calyin's catiinism. ihey *ere
reprinted rn 1929 by the Sovereign Grace Union with a foreword by tire late
J. K. Popham. These works are valuabre to those who would know more of
Calvin and his times and it may seem strange that the Calvin Translation Society
omitted to publish them.

On the general issue it is sometimes implied that Calvinism inhibits the
preaching of the Gospel of God's grace throughout the earth, but this is not so. It
has been said, and is worthy of note, that the first missionary in modern times to
preachthe Gospel overseas was William Carey, a Particular baptist minister sent
to India in 1793 by the newly-formed "particular Baptisf society for the
Propagation of the Gospel amongst the Heathen". He laboured in India in
preaching, teaching and translating the Holy Scriptures for many years until his
death in 1834, never returning to his native land. Despite his learning he was a
very humble man and asked for the following verse of Isaac watts' hymn to be
place on his tombstone:

"A guilty, weak, and helpless worm,
On Thy kind arms I fall,
Be Thou my strength and righteousness,
My Jesus and my all."

_ It is interesting to note that even before this, over 200 years before, two
Christian Frenchmen - Pierre Richier and Guillaume Chartier - held the first
Protestant service in the New World (now US) and they were sent by none other
than John Calvin himself. (See article in The Bulwaik, July,/August 19g4, by
James Crighton, Church of Scotland.)

Despite popular thought, the doctrine of the sovereignty of God does not
affect the nature and duty of evangelism and indeed it gives ihe only hope of its
success. This is lucidly worked out in Dr. J. I. packer's Evangeiism-and the
souereignty of God. The saviour said to His disciples, ,,Go ye into all the world
and preach the gospel to every creature" and His word willitand for ever. our
individual "world" may be small, but may the Lord help us to ,,speak well of
Him" wherever weare. 

D.C.R.
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Church-planting in Leon
STAN EVERS (Potton, Beds)

MY HEART WAS SAD as I walked around Leon Cathedral and saw several
images of the Virgin Mary and various Roman Catholic "saints". One of the
images depicted a crowned Mary holding a helpless baby Jesus. An appropriate
coin lights a candle symbolising a prayer to Mary or one of the saints. A short
distance from the Cathedral is a 13th century, dimly-lit church, containing no
fewer than ten confessional boxes. On one was the name of a priest named Jesus.
I thanked God for the Divine Priest, the Lord Jesus Christ, the only One who
can forgive sins.

In Spring 1993 David and Mavi Rivero moved, with their three children, from
Santa Cruz to Leon, in north Spain, to establish an evangelical Church in this
city of lM,W people. David, a Spaniard and a convert from Roman Catho-
licism, studied at Toronto Bible Seminary and is therefore ideally suited for
Church-planting in Leon. Four years later some eight people meet every Friday
evening for Bible study and on Sunday mornings for worship.

Last Autumn I visited Leon and preached, by translation, at the Sunday
service, on The good man who was bad and the bad woman who was good (Luke
7:36-50) emphasising salvation through faith in Christ alone. Fourteen people
attended the service; three of them, David's Roman Catholic neighbours
attending their first Protestant meeting. They came to hear the preacher from
England, a good way for the teenage daughter to brush up on her English! This
mother and her two daughters stayed for lunch and were impressed with the
answers given to their many questions.

David Rivero's congregation worship in a rented shop renamed The
Evangelicol Centre.In the Centre is a display of books in Spanish, some of them
translated from English by David, among them James Buchanan on Justifica-
tion. David is a gifted translator, but lack of funds sometimes holds up
publication. The Church of which I am pastor, Potton Baptist Church, has set
up "The Spanish Literature Fund" to help publish books in Spanish. It is hoped
that the first project will be the publication of Our Father, written by Clifford
Pond, a retired Baptist pastor. Can you help? If so, please send a cheque,
payable to "Potton Baptist Church", to Mr. Joe King, 27 Green Street,
Royston, Herts. SG8 7BB.

The very sermon that we needlessly miss may contain a precious word in season for
our souls. The very assembly for prayer and praise from which we stay away, may
be the very gathering that would have cheered, and stablished, and quickened our
hearts. We little know how dependent our spiritual health is on little, regular,
habitual helps, and how much we suffer if we miss our medicine. J. C. Ryle
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Studies in Second Chronicles:
Joash - the Son who Forgot

a Kindness
PETER KING (Stanford, Beds)

Continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the
hope of the gospel, which ye have heard.

THE TERRIBLE DAYS of Athaliah are gone into history, and the youngest of
Judah's kings reigns in Jerusalem, supported by the faithful priest Jehoiada. At
the death of his father Jehoram, Joash was a one-year-old baby, and seeing the
intent of Athaliah his uncle and aunt, Jehoiada and Jehoshabeth fostered him,
hiding the child in the temple. For six years, the formative years of a child, Joash
lived under their influence and no doubt learned the law of the Lord and the
ceremonies. What better place for a child to spend its youth than in the house of
God with a priest as father! Until Joash was old enough to assume the kingdom,
Jehoiada ruled Judah and later rebuked Joash into repairing the temple
(2 Chronicles24:4). The young king ruled well in Jerusalem until his uncle died,
and although he buried him with unusual honour (2 Chronicles 24:16), he soon
listened to the wicked leaders of Judah and polluted the temple. such was the
turncoat's anger that he killed the prophets and did not remember the kindness
Jehoiada and Jehoshabeth showed him. Sadly he deteriorated and later died
from war injuries, but unlike his uncle Jehoiada he had no place in the role of
honour in Jerusalem.

How are the mighty fallen, says David, as he mourns Jonathan, and so the
followers must have felt when Joash deserted Jehovah and followed Baal. The
influence we have on others should be high on our agenda, for even the most
faithful can fall and turn from the truth. Preachers may declare the truth and
practice deceit, a sad reflection on the pressures of Church life which can come
from those who have no care for christ and His kingdom. The leaders of Judah
respected Jehoiada while he lived but despised his doctrine in their heart, and
many follow a man, but when he dies their faith proves to be in vain. For the
Lord to establish us is a great blessing to covet, so when the day of distress is
upon us "we have (our hope) as an anchor ofthe soul, both sure and stedfast,
and which entereth into that within the veil; whither the forerunner is for us
entered, even Jesus". Nothing else will survive at that great Day of the Lord.

Wen all around my soul gives way,
Lord be Thou my strength and stay.

I
I



The Gospel Magazine

The Beauty of Holiness
W. J. PARKER (Colwyn Bay)

"O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness" (Psalm 96:9)

1. WORSHIP

THE HOLY PLACE was within the Tabernacle, and later in the Temple. In
both these places the presence of God was denoted by a bright shining cloud.

The entrance to the Sanctuary was a magnificent curtain. Inside were two
rooms divided by a smaller curtain or veil. The smaller of these was the "most
holy" place and contained the Ark of the Covenant, in which were kept the two
tables of stone on which were inscribed the Ten Commandments.

The high priest alone could enter the most holy place wearing his splendid
garments, a mitre of ''holiness unto the Lord", a breastplate with twelve jewels
inscribed with the names of the tribes of Israel, bells on the hem of his robe, and
carrying Aaron's rod that budded.

The priests offered the sacrifices brought by the people, on the altar of
sacrifice. This symbolic worship in all its glory was but a pointer to the true
worship, fully revealed in the teaching of Christ: "The hour cometh, and now is,
when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the
Father seeketh such to worship him. God is a Spirit: and they that worship him
must worship him in spirit and in truth" (John 4:23-4).

The priesthood is now changed. No longer the descendants of Aaron alone
may enter the holy place, but all believers in Christ are now the priests in the
Church of God, who offer not symbolic sacrifice, but the sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving for the coming of the Lord Jesus, the Son of God, to be our
Saviour. Jesus Himself was the High Priest on the cross, and at once the
sacrificial offering. It is as we repeat in the service of Holy Communion, Christ
on the cross "made there by the one oblation of Himself once offered, a full,
perfect, sufficient sacrifice, oblation and satisfaction, for the sins of the
whole world".

Regarding the word priest, we must not forget that there are two uses of that
word in the English language. The first is the priest as Aaron who offers a
symbolic sacrifice. This office has now ceased as Christ is our only Priest, and
His sacrifice was only once offered. The second use of the word priest is as
an abbreviation of the New Testament word Presbyter, or elder, who is the
leader of a Christian congregation. He leads the people in their prayers and
praises, and teaches the Word of God. He is therefore near to the Old Testament
office of prophet.

The priesthood of all believers is taught in the New Testament. In the First
Epistleof Peterweread: "Yealso,aslivelystonesarebuiltupaspiritualhouse,a
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holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus
Christ . . . but ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a
peculiar people; that ye should show forth the praises of him who hath called you
out of darkness into his marvellous light; which in time past were not a people,
but are now the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have
obtained mercy."

2. HOLINESS

Holiness is the distinctive attribute of God that makes Him separate from all His
creation. It denotes God's unapproachable perfection in every other attribute -
His power, knowledge, intellectual and moral splendour, the.ethical purity in
virtue of which He delights in good, and hates evil. This holiness is common to
the three Persons of the Holy Trinity.

The communication of this attribute of holiness to the believer is the work of
the Holy spirit who breathes upon the written word of scripture as it is read.

3. THE BEAUTY OF HOLINESS

The beauty of holiness is seen in the life, character, teaching, death and
resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ.

(i) It is seen in the dignity of Christ's Person
The outstanding wonder of the Gospel is "the mystery of godliness" as paul
described it in I Timothy 3:16. "without controversy is the mystery of godli-
ness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the spirit, seen of angels,
preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory."
The incarnation of the Son of God, the second Person of the eternal rrinity, is
the first token of the glory of Christ.

(ii) The beauty of holiness is also seen in the walk and life of Christ
He was so humble and gentle in all His contacts with people, yet He rebuked all
insincerity. He healed the sick and comforted the bereaved. He fed the tired and
hungry and healed the blind. He mixed with lowly people as well as the rich.
He was the Man for all seasons, at a wedding providing new wine, at a funeral
raising the dead to life. He asked for a drink of water from a Samaritan woman at
the well, a thing no proud Jew would ever have done, and gave her His blessing.
Yet He could stand up to the Jewish leaders, the Pharisees, and rebuked their
hypocrisy. His miracles, mostly worked for the benefit of the poor, the needy, and
the suffering, were the occasion for an onlooker to marvel at His compassion.

(iii) It is seen also in Christ's teaching
When Christ spoke it was recognised as a new revelation of the will and activity
of God. He likened Himself to the King's Son. He was the Good Shepherd, the
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Sower of the good seed of the Word of God, the Beloved Son of one who had
planted a vineyard; the Merchant Man seeking goodly pearls, the Bridegroom
coming for his bride; and as a climax, the Judge of all the earth who will come
again in glory to judge all nations, and separate the sheep from the goats. The
impression He left was none other than that of the expected Messiah.

(iv) The keynote of Christ's ministry, however, wrs His compassion
The Jews must have recalled from their study of Scripture, that the compassion
of God was a theme seen throughout their history.

We read of it in Deuteronomy 13:17: "That the Lord may turn from.the
fierceness of his anger, and show thee mercy, and have compassion on thee, and
multiply thee, as he hath sworn unto thy fathers; when thou shalt hearken to the
voice of the Lord thy God, to keep all his commandments . . . to do that which is
right in the eyes of the Lord thy God."

Again we read it in the days of the kings (2 Kings l 3 :23). "Hazaelking of Syria
oppressed Israel all the days of Jehoahaz. And the Lord was gracious unto them,
and had compassion upon them, because of his covenant with Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob."

Also in the days of Zedekiah (2 Chronicles 36:15). "The Lord God of their
fathers sent to them by his messengers, rising up betimes, and sending; because
he had compassion on his people, and on his dwelling place: but they mocked the
messengers of God, and despised his words, and misused his prophets, until
there was no remedy." Jerusalem was then totally destroyed.

Even though this appeared to be the end for the chosen people there were still
those prophets like Micah who continued to speak of the compassion of God.
Micah 7:l6f: "The nations shall see and be confounded. . . . Who is a God like
unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of the
remnant of his heritage? He retaineth not his anger for ever, because he
delighteth in mercy. He will turn again, he will have compassion upon us; he will
subdue our iniquities; and thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the sea.
Thou wilt perform the truth to Jacob, and the mercy to Abraham, which thou
hast sworn unto our fathers from the days of old."

The culmination of this revelation of the compassion of God, first in the Old
Testament, then in the New Testament, is seen in the death of Christ on the
cross at Calvary.

(v) The Cross of Christ
Compassion means literally, suffering with another, and hence having pity or
sympathy for another. Christ on the cross comes as the revelation of God's way
of salvation, provided in His compassion. In order to understand the meaning of
the cross, let us now look at the words that are used to describe God's purpose in
it. They are like the beams of a lighthouse that bring light, direction and comfort
to seamen approaching a rocky coast.
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Atonement This word means a covering, as the covering of the Ark of the
Covenant which was sprinkled with the blood of the sacrifice in the Tabernacle.
That was a type of christ, who shields His people from the penalty of the broken
laws of God. ln effect it means the process of salvation from predestination to glory.

Redemption Adam our forefather disobeyed God, and this has so affected
the human race that we all have an inclination to break God's good pattern for
the human race. In sinning we break our communion with God. In Romans
chapter 7 Paul explains that we are "carnal, sold under sin". But Christ took our
place on the cross, and paid the penalty for sin and so by God's grace we may be
forgiven. As the hymn says:

"Payment God will not twice demand,
First at my bleeding Surety's hand ".
And then again at mine."

The infinite value of the life of the Son of God is sufficient to redeem all those
who come to Him in faith throughout the whole world to seek salvation.

Expiation. This means making good the damage done by sin.
Propitiation This means the appeasement of the righteous wrath of God.

Paul said in Romans l:18: "For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men." That God is good to all
mankind is evident, therefore if men will persist in sin the wrath is justified.
christ on the cross was the High Priest, and at the same time was Himself the
offering, the Propitiation. "whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation
through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness" (Romans 3:25\.

Reconciliation. Being redeemed we are now free to enter into reconciliation
and communion with God (2 corinthians 5:17). "Therefore, if any man be in
christ, he is a new creature. . . . And all things are of God, who has reconciled us
to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation. . . .
God was in christ reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their
trespasses unto them. . . . we pray you in christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God,
for he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin, that we might be made
the righteousness of God in him."

The Covenant of Grace. In Genesis l:26 we read: ,.Let us make man in our
own image, after our likeness." These words imply that the three persons of the
Holy Trinity convenanted together to create mankind, and foreseeing the fall of
man also planned his restoration. All would be of grace through faith. "For God
so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth
on him should not perish, but have everlasting life" (John 3: l6). And Jesus said:
"I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that
believeth on me shall never thirst. . . . All that the Father giveth me shall come to
me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out. . . . And this is the will of
him that sent me, that every one which seeth the Son, and believeth on him, may
have everlasting life: and I will raise him up at the last day" (John 6:35-37).
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Justification. We are accounted righteous before God only for the merits of
our Lord Jesus Christ which God imputes to us on account of our faith in the
Saviour. This is an act of God's free grace, and those who are called and born
again are sanctified by the Holy Spirit dwelling in them, so that they become
more like Christ and grow in grace, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.

Paul says in Romans 4 that we all walk in the steps of Abraham, of whom it was
said, "Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness".

We have now seen the beauty of holiness expressed in the life of Christ, and
Psalm 96 calls us to worship God also in this same way, to the full extent of
our ability.

"Oh, worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness!
Bow down before Him, His glory proclaim . . .
Kneel and adore Him; the Lord is His name."

(J. S. B. Monsell)

The Nature of Sin
PHILIP J.  RIMMER (Bol ton)

THE THIRD CHAPTER of the Book of Genesis is one of the most important
chapters to be found within the pages of Holy Scripture. Contrary to the
teaching of many so-called scholars of today, the account given to us in this
passage of Holy writ is neither a simple symbolic story of divine truth nor a
legend passed down to us from previous generations; it is the inerrant word of
God. It is in this chapter that we find the foundation stones of so many of the
reformed doctrines of the Christian faith.

The account in Genesis 3 gives us the only explanation of the present fallen
world and the ruined condition of the human race in which we find ourselves
living today. We find in this chapter of Scripture the subtle activity of our great
adversary, Satan, described to us. within this chapter we are taught the solemn
lesson that man is totally powerless on his own and that man is totally unable to
walk in the way of righteousness without the grace of God to help him. Further
we see that the effect of sin is for man to hide from God and that he will attempt
to cover his sin from view. we discover also the attitude of a holy and just God
towards a guilty sinner, that sin separates man from God. Finally, the chapter
reveals to us the gracious way in which God has provided for our greatest need as
sinners; that we cannot approach God except through the work of a mediator.

The context of Genesis 3 can be found in the previous chapter where God gave
Adam the command not to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil
(Genesis 2:16-17).
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Adam had been created in the image of God and placed in the Garden
of Eden. He had every blessing that a person can have from Almighty Cod.
To test his obedience God gave to Adam a command not to eat of a certain
tree. It was within the ability of Adam to have obeyed, but Adam disobeyed the
commandment of God and he did eat of the forbidden fruit.

In this article we will concentrate on the nature of the temptation as it is found
in the opening verses of Genesis 3.

In the temptation Satan used a serpent as his agent or his instrument to tempt
Eve. The term "serpent" used in the text is not a figurative description of Satan
and neither did Satan take the form of a serpent in the Garden of Eden. The
Puritan writer, Thomas watson, depicts it in these words: "The devil crept into
the serpent, and spake in the serpent, as the angel in Balaam's 45s" - the last
part being a reference to the account of Balaam being summoned by Balak in
Numbers chapter 22.

we notice in this passage in Genesis 3 that the chief aim of satan is of a
spiritual purpose, it is to separate man from the Creator God. Satan does this by
replacing the word of God with his own lies. This satan did in the Garden of
Eden and he is still doing it today. We find that Satan denies the inspiration of
the Word of God and that he denies the authority of the Word of God.

The method Satan used at first was to question the Word of God - ..]s4,
hath God said?". Straightaway a doubt is cast on the word of God in the mind
of Eve - did God really mean what He said? we find exactly the same today
when men deny the inspiration of scripture by claiming it is just a book of
human invention, or when they deny the authority of Scripture as not relevant to
our society today. Every attack on the Bible today is a repeat of this age-old
question - "!ss, hath God said?".

In the next place we find that satan substituted his own word for God's
word by adding the word "not" - "!s shall nol surely die" - the first
recorded lie to be found in Scripture, a lie that was believed. Finally Satan casts
doubt on the goodness of God by suggesting that God is holding something
good back from Adam and Eve - "For God doth know that in the day ye eat
thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good
and evil". This is the second lie to be found in the pages of Scripture. satan
suggested to Eve that if she believed him, and not what God said, then she would
benefit by having the knowledge of good and evil. This overall plan of satan has
never changed since the Garden of Eden, he just finds different ways of
presenting the same errors.

Let us now turn our attention to Eve. In the first place she listened to Satan
instead of saying, "Get thee behind me, Satan". we should never listen to the
voice of temptation challenging the word of God. The Lord Jesus christ
answered Satan in Matthew 4 by the correct use of Scripture - "It is written".
Answer satan's temptations by Scripture or by prayer at the throne of grace, but
never listen to temptation.
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In the second place we find that Eve meddled with the Word of God. This she
did initially by adding to the Word of God. God had said concerning the
forbidden fruit - "thou shalt not eat of it" - to which Eve added, "neither
shall ye touch it". This practice results in tradition having authority over
Scripture. It was an error that the Lord Jesus Christ condemned referring to the
scribes and the pharisees. It is an error that we see today in the Church of Rome
and in Anglo-Catholic circles.

Eve then proceeds to change the Word of God by saying, "lest ye die", which
omits the solemn threat of God - ''thou shalt surely die" . Subtracting from and
omitting parts from the Word of God is the rule of liberalism today. They regard
the opening parts of Genesis are too incredible to believe so they must be fables.
The miracles of Christ are so supernatural that they need to be explained away.

There in the Garden of Eden we see the same three attacks on the Word of God
that are prevalent today - add a little, subtract a little, and ignore a little.

Having forsaken the Word of God it is inevitable that Eve will fall to the
temptation. Arthur Pink describes it in this way: "The will of God was resisted,
the Word of God was rejected, the way of God was deserted."

"And when the woman saw that the tree wos good for food, and that it
was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to moke one wise, she took
of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her;
and he did eat."

Because of this sin we live in a fallen world. The penalty for the disobedience
of Adam is still with us today. The ground is cursed to us as it was with Adam.
Like Adam we must earn our food by the sweat of our face. All women suffer the
pain of childbirth. Disease and death are still to be found. We are all born in sin
without the moral image of God. Every evil consequence of Adam's sin of
disobedience is still with us today.

Why was Adam's sin so great that it deserved such a punishment? Because it
was a sin against the only living and true God, a God who is so holy that He
cannot ignore sin. In this one sin of Adam we also find many other sins.

Our first parents did not believe what God had said, they did not believe that
they would die for eating the forbidden fruit. By their unbelief they made God a
liar and to make matters worse they believed Satan rather than Almighty God.
Do you believe in the Word of God? Do you accept that it is without error from
beginning to end?

The sin also showed how unthankful Adam and Eve were to God. They
lived in the Garden of Eden in the image of God. All their needs had been
provided for in Paradise with just one condition - do not eat of the fruit of the
tree of knowledge of good and evil. No wonder Adam and Eve were ashamed
when their eyes were opened! Are you any more thankful to God than our
first parents?

This first sin also shows that Adam was not content with what God in mercy
had given him. Adam wanted more and this was a case of greed. He also wanted
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to be as God, which shows pride was included in the sin. Are you content with
what God has given you in this life or does your pride demand that you should
have more?

Of course in this sin we find disobedience, doing that which God has strictly
forbidden. As the creator, God had the authority to command Adam not to eat
of this fruit, but Adam rebelled against God by satisfying his lust for the
forbidden fruit. By eating of this fruit Adam was committing a sacrilege against
God by robbing Him of what was His. Do you see disobedience in youi own life,
that day by day you sin against Almighty God in so many ways?

In this sin we also see murder, because Adam was our representative head in
the covenant of works. By sinning, Adam destroyed all of mankind apart from
the elect of God who have been saved by free grace. Have you seen your lost
condition before God? You cannot save yourself, only God can save losi sinners.

Finally in this sin we see presumption. Adam must have assumed that God
would not punish him even though he had sinned. The covenant had been
broken, but Adam must have thought that he would not die. There are so many
people who think that God will have mercy upon everybody and that everybody
will go to heaven. This is not the case beiauie sin hai got io be punished.

The first sin was only to eat a forbidden fruit, but it entailedio many other
sins. It is true to say that we have little thought of how great sin is in the eyes of a
holy and just God.

Having looked extensively at the nature of the temptation, we will now look
briefly at the initial result of the temptation. The first effect was that our first
parents realised their shame - "And the eyes of them both were opened, and
they knew that they were naked". They now had a conscience, that ii ttrey had a
knowledge of what was good and what was evil. straightaway Adam and Eve
knew they had done wrong. Like Adam and Eve we also have a conscience which
tells us what is good and what is evil. We all have this still small voice of God
within telling us that we are not right with God.

Having realised their shame our first parents ',sewed fig leaves together, and
made themselves aprons". Instead of going to God to confess their sin, they try
to conceal it. The last thing an unregenerate person will do is go to cod and
acknowledge that they are lost unless God saves them. They may know that
something is wrong in their spiritual life, but they hide behind theirgood works
and they pretend to do religious exercises. They are only weaving aprons to cover
their spiritual shame.

Because of sin we are all under the righteous anger and curse of God. we all
deserve to go to hell because of our sins. The Westminster Shorter Catechismin
question 20 asks an important point, "Did God leave all mankind to perish inJhe
estate of sin and misery?", and answers: "God having, out of HiJ mere good
pleasure, from all eternity, elected some to everlasting life, did enter into a
covenant of grace, to deliver them out of the estate of sin and misery, and to
bring them into an estate of salvation by a Redeemer."
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The Lord Jesus Christ obeyed the law in all points for His people and took
upon Himself the wrath and curse of God for them on the Cross of Calvary.
Jesus Christ was the substitute for His people on that cursed tree. Through the
shedding of His blood is the forgiveness of sin to repentant sinners.

The Ark
HENRY LAW (1797-1884; Dean of Gloucester from 1862)

"The Lord soid unto Noah, Come thou and all thy house into the ark"
(Genesis 7:I)

THE RECORD OF THE ARK has been familiar to us from memory's birth.
It gave interest to our earliest lessons. Its very name revives the instructions
by a tender mother's side, or from some anxious teacher's lips. It brings us
back to the first pages of our first Bible, and to our seats as children in our
childhood's class.

Reader, be not deceived. The Bible is a mirror in your hands for this grand
end, that you may see therein a loving Saviour's loving heart, and a mighty
Saviour's mighty deeds. He is the treasure of the field of Scripture. If you win
Him you are rich and wise for ever. If you win Him not, all other wealth is
penury: all other knowledge is a brilliant folly. Act on this soul-saving principle;
and never close the sacred pages, until you are cheered by the smile of Him who is
the smile of heaven.

Come, then, and with holy longing after the light of life, let us contemplatethe
Ark. Jesus is there in all the glories of redeeming love.

"Make thee an ark of gopher wood." Here is no human forethought. It is a
voice from heaven. But for what purpose? The reply pencils the dark
background, on which the bright features of God's grace appear most
prominent in beauty.

"God saw that the wickedness of man was gfeat in the earth, and that every
imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually, " or every day.
Sin enormous - sin all-prevailing - sin without ceasing, was the vapour which
went up from earth.

But can sin thus rear its head, and wrath lie still? Impossible! Sin is the
abominable thing which God hates. It cannot move onward without dragging
vengeance in the rear.

Behold the proof. God the Holy and the Just proclaims, "The end of all flesh
is come before me". But would any plead that the threat was vague, and gave no
definite alarm? Judgment draws not the glittering sword, until the clearest
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trumpets sound the clearest sound. Mark the next thrilling note: "Behold I, even
I, do bring a flood of waters upon the earth." Thus all might know what terrors
were gathering around. Thus all heard the tolling of execution's bell.

God is righteous. He strikes not without cause. He strikes not without
warning. The notice, though thus distinct, seems to have been uttered only by
one preacher's voice. But who can count the messages, throughout all ages,
which have clustered around our earth, each testifying that the Day of Judgment
and perdition of ungodly men draws nigh?

Reader, you have been often told, that everlasting burnings are the bed of sin.
The threatened vengeance moved with reluctant step. Longsuffering suffered

long. Years dawned and closed, and still the sun was bright, theskies were clear.
Surely if space for repentance brought the grace of repentance the world would
have been clad in sackcloth of penitence and shame. But something far mightier
than external opportunity must work before a soul can feel and confess, and
forsake its sins. Man, not arrested from on high, is man going downward in
guilt. A lengthened respite is often nothing but a lengthened iniquity.

Reader, I pray you, apply this. It is not mine to know your years, your
warnings, or your calls. But years you have; and warnings you have had; and
every moment is a call. say, then, has the goodness of God led you to repentance?
Let conscience answer. Believe me, reprieves are not pardons. Execution
delayed is not execution escaped. Agag is spared today, to die more signally
tomorrow. If you are still a wanderer from God, let this hour see your tears,
and hear your prayers; or soon you may never cease to weep, where prayer is
never made.

Amidst this spreading flood of evil the Ark continues to rise. Noah had heard
the word, "Make thee an Ark". The command was startling. He was to provide
against a judgment, new and unknown. Reason would question, how can it be?
Experience, which knew not the like, would darken doubts. prejudice, with
many ready cavils, would hint that it was improbable, if not impossible. But God
hath spoken. The man of God was persuaded. He acted, and prepared, and
was saved.

It could scarcely be, but that ridicule and sneer would embitter his days of
trustful toil. Many, who marked, would mock his unabating labour. He would
stand a very byword for brain-sick delusion. This is faith's constant trial. The
natural man understands not its motives, its hopes, its expectations, its doings.
But it is quick of earto hear, and quick of eye to see aguiding God. It well knows,
whoin it believes. It has an assurance far more assured than all conclusions of
reason or testimonies of sense. Thus nothing moves it. It tramples down
hindrances. It embraces the cross, and wins the crown.

The last hour strikes at last. The cup of iniquity overflows. who now can stay
the right hand of the Lord? The clouds gather, the ceaseless torrents fall. where
now is the jest, the taunt, the bravery of unbelief? The truth of God is a truth
discovered too late. Destruction is found to be a reality, when the victim feels
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the grasp. Refuge has ceased. The loftiest buildings, the tops of the highest
rocks, are only a watery grave. Earth is a whirlpool of despair, and then the
silence of departed life.

Reader, such is the solemn fact. Wrath denounced, and wrath not feared, is
wrath without escape. But hearken! for every drop of this huge deluge has a
voice, which says, as surely as the ungodly of the old world once lived, so surely
did they sink in anguish. The Word of God responds with as many tongues, as
surely as men tread the same earth, so surely will the final flames burst forth.
What! though the hour be not expected. Unheeded slumber is one sign that it is
near. Decreasing moments will soon decrease no more. A worn out thread
scarcely restrains the sluices of a fiery flood. The end rolls forward. Soon, and it
will be here. Soon, and it will be past. Soon, and we shall have had our part in it.

Reader, will it find you in the Ark of salvation or writhing in the billows of the
lost? Pause, and reflect. The world decrepit and blind in sin, is tottering to the
gulf of ruin. Are you, then, secure in an all-sufficient haven; or are you
unsheltered, as a tiny bark in the midst of a wild ocean's roar?

Why do I thus ask? Because I would have you safe, and happy, and peaceful,
and blessed for ever. But safety there is none: happiness there is none: peace
there is none: and blessedness there is none, except in the Gospel-ark, which
is Christ Jesus.

Behold Him! Behold Him! What is the Ark of old to us, but an emblem of His
full redemption? He is the one deliverance from all peril. He is the heaven-high
refuge. He is the all-protecting safety. He is the building of enduring life; the
foundation of which was laid in the counsels of eternity; which was reared in the
fulness of time on the plains of earth; and the head of which towers above the
skies. He is that lofty fabric of shelter, which God decreed, appointed, provided,
and sets before the sons of men. He is that sure covert which is so fortified that
all the thunderbolts of the almightiness of divine judgment playharmless around
it; and all the raging storms of vengeance, and all the fury of the waves of
wrath only consolidate its strength. It must be so. For our hiding place is the
mighty God. Our salvation is Jehovah's fellow. Our glorious sanctuary is the
glorious Jesus.

This Ark is brought very near - even to your feet. Its portals are widely open.
All things call you, nay, command you to come in. God's finger writes above the
door, Whosoever enters is for ever safe. No powers of earth or hell can injure or
affright the rescued inmates.

Do you pause? Alas! too many a brow proclaims in letters of worldly-
mindedness, frivolity, indifference, profaneness, sin - '(45 our fathers were, so
are we". But will you be self-slain? Would that I could pierce the windings of
your heart, and detect the fatal hesitation, which administers its opiate there! I
would drag the monster into light. I would give you no rest, until you had
trampled it to death.
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Think, do any of the following marks betray the foes which lodge as
murderers within you?

Convictions are sometimes hushed by the silly smile. We are only as the mass
around us. If we are in peril, who is not? Can these crowds all perish? Surely
there is mercy in God, which will hold back such an ocean of unfathomable woe.
This thought is an old deceiver. Numbers change not the truth of God, or the
character of sin; neither can they frame a bark to float on waves of fire.

Youth, if it think at all, may think that coming years will bring some refuge.
This is an idle dream. When did hardened hardness melt into softness? Will
unbelief, by growing old, ripen into faith? The morning of life was no barrier
against the flood. Who can count the cradles which it devoured? If you are
young, be wise, and laugh not through a speck of time, and then wail through an
immeasurable eternity.

Others are at ease because they have been taught the truths of Jesus. The Ark
was well studied of old. Day after day it was the gaze and discourse of thousands.
But this saved not. They, who trust to the mere acquaintance of the mind, will
find their memory a keen edge to the gnawings of the undying worm.

It may be that in forms and ordinances and services you draw very near and
seem to place your hands on saving grace. Thus many touched the Ark, and did
no more. As the waters rose they would cling to it with agonized grasp. In vain.
They are without. And all without is death.

Others hope, ere it be too late, to cry and pray. How many sank in fruitless
shriekings for some help!

Perchance you are high in gifts, in talents, in position, in influence, in
diligence, in self-esteem, in man's applause. But as the peaks, which soared
above the clouds, dwindled before the flood; so the loftiest pretensions are very
dust before the great white throne.

It is so, that you have a shadowy hope, that at last something self-framed, will
be a plank of escape? Many devices were devised, when the deluge began its
unsparing work. But all were as a mocking straw.

Reader, be not cheated of your soul's life-blood by impostors in such thin
disguise. Turn to the truth of God. Seek the one real, solid, substantial
provision, to which our Bibles point with extended arm. There is but one name
under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved. There is but one
security. We are safe only when enclosed and wrapped up in Christ. We are
above peril only when dwelling within Him, the Ark. We are covered only when
we nestle in His wounded side. We are hid only when gathered under His
widespread wings.

Reader, never rest, then, until you have passed the threshold of this heaven-
wrought Ark. Then you may rejoice with the people of God. "Surely in the
floods of great waters they shall not come nigh unto him" (Psalm 32:6).
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Heaven
JONATHAN EDWARDS

ALL THE PERSONS that belong to the blessed society of heaven are lovely.
The Father of the family is lovely, and so are all His children; the Head of the
body lovely, and so are all the members. Among the angels there are none that
are unlovely - for they are all holy; and no evil angels are suffered to infest
heaven as they do this world, but they are kept for ever at a distance by that great
gulf which is between them and the glorious world of love. And among all the
company of the saints, there are no unlovely persons. There are no false
professors or hypocrites there; none that pretend to be saints, and yet are of an
unchristian and hateful spirit or behaviour, as is often the case in this world;
none whose gold has not been purified from its dross; none who are not lovely in
themselves and to others. There is no one object there to give offence, or at any
time to give occasion for any passion or emotion of hatred or dislike, but every
object there shall for ever draw forth love.

Often there is in good men some defect of temper, or character, or conduct
that mars the excellence of what otherwise would seem most amiable; and even
the very best of men are on earth imperfect. But it is not so in heaven. There shall
be no pollution or deformity, or unamiable defect of any kind, seen in any
person or thing; but every one shall be perfectly pure, and perfectly lovely in
heaven. That blessed world shall be perfectly bright, without any darkness;
perfectly fair, without any spot; perfectly clear, without any cloud. No moral or
natural defect shall ever enter there; and there nothing will be seen that is sinful
or weak or foolish; nothing, the nature or aspect of which is coarse or
displeasing, or that can offend the most refined taste or the most delicate eye.
No string shall there vibrate out of tune to cause any jar in the harmony of the
music of heaven; and no note be such as to make discord in the anthems of saints
and angels.

The great God who so fully manifests Himself there, is perfect with an
absolute and infinite perfection. The son of God, who is the brightness of the
Father's glory, appears there in the fulness of His glory, without that garb of
outward meanness in which He appeared in this world. The Holy Ghost shall
there be poured forth with perfect richness and sweetness, as a pure river of the
water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the
Lamb. And every member of that holy and blessed society shall be without any
stain of sin, or imperfection, or weakness, or imprudence, or blemish of any
kind. The whole church, ransomed and purified, shall there be presented to
christ as a bride, clothed in fine linen, clean and white, without spot or wrinkle,
or any such thing. Wherever the inhabitants of that blessed world shall turn their
eyes, they shall see nothing but dignity and beauty and glory. The most stately
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cities on earth, however magnificent their buildings, yet have their founda-
tions in the dust and their streets dirty and defiled and made to be trodden under
foot; but the very streets of this heavenly city are of pure gold, like unto
transparent glass, and its foundations are of precious stones, and its gates are
pearls. And all these are but faint emblems of the purity and perfectness of those
that dwell therein.

Peter's Favourite Word
THE APOSTLE PETER was a man who had known the mountain tops and also
the deep valleys of human experience, yet throughout he had known thd
unfailing goodness of God. when he was old he wrote his two Epistles and in
both the word "precious" occurs a number of times.

1. The trial of faith - I Peter 1:?
The Apostle here is speaking of people who at one and the same time are greatly
rejoicing and yet are in heaviness because of trials. The Christian is not immune
from what is happening around him but is enabled to rise above his circum-
stances. The trials here are described as manifold - or many coloured. Trials
come in different ways and colours, in different shapes and forms.

Peter seeks to encourage his readers against impending persecution and bids
them face it with serenity and cheerfulness.

God had a purpose in what was happening to them, it was to test and purify
their faith. The genuineness of faith needs to be proved. what shows the
difference between the spurious and the real is the capacity to stand the test. This
testing is for a limited duration, "for a season" (verse 6). He knows what
we can take' 

"oh for a faith that wil not shrink,
Though pressed by many a foe,
That will not tremble on the brink,
Of poverty or woe."

2. The blood of Christ - I Peter 1:1E-19
Peter rejoiced in the fact that the old Testament sacrifices had been done away
in christ and that redemption had been provided by the Lord Jesus christ, the
Lamb of God. This redemption was costly, dearly bought and beyond price. It
cost no less than the death of the Saviour; there was nothing cheap about
our redemption.
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Because men do not discern the majestic holiness of God they do not realise
the enormity of sin. If you relieve the blackness of sin, you impoverish in your
own eyes the glory of redemption.

The New Testament has much to say about the efficacy of the blood of Jesus.
Paul says we have been made nigh by the blood of christ. The Apostle John says
that the blood of Jesus cleanses from all sin; whilst the Book of the Revelation
speaks of the inhabitants of heaven as those who have washed their robes and
made them white in the blood of the Lamb.

3. The Saviour Himself - I Peter 2:7
He is indeed the chief among ten thousand and the Altogether Lovely one. He is
precious to the Father. God speaks of Him and says, "Mine elect in whom my
soul delighteth". At the baptism, God said, "This is my beloved Son in whom I
am well pleased".

He is precious to His people. They esteem Him greatly. Others may despise
and reject Him and see no beauty that they should desire Him. Believers,
however, regard Him as precious because of what He has done for them; what
He is now doing and what He will yet do. He is coming again to receive them
unto Himself, having gone ahead to prepare a place for them.

"O Saviour, precious Saviour,
Whom yet unseen we love. . . . "

4. The promises of God - 2 Peter 1:3-4
Peter could not see into the future but was confident that God's promises
were true and faithful and that they met every phase of human need. There
is a promise for every circumstance of life but those promises have to be
appropriated.

They are precious because of their source - they come from God Himself.
"God has given no pledge He will not redeem, no hope that He will not fulfil"
(C.H.Spurgeon) .

Those promises are outstanding because of their size. Peter speaks of them as
"exceeding great". They are manifold and varied, comprehensive and detailed.
They cover all our need. They are easy to find for they are scattered liberally
throughout the pages of Scripture.

"Standing on the promises that cannot fail,
When the howling storms of doubt and fear assail,
By the living Word of God I shall prevail,
Standing on the promises of God."

Here then are some of the things that Peter regarded as precious. May they be
precious to us. 

M.H.
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Book Reviews
The Art of hophesying. William Perkins. The Banner of Truth Trust.
pp. 191. t2.95.
The back cover highlights the central theme of this excellent book. "Few things
are more evident in contemporary Churches than the decline in the importance
attached to what is said from their pulpits." William Perkins (1558-1602) left a
significant mark on Cambridge and his message is relevant to Christians today.
First published in Latin in 1592, and then in English in 1602, The Art of
Prophesying (or preaching as we say today) is divided into two sections, dealing
with preaching and the preacher. Principles for expounding Scripture and the
right handling of the Word of God figure prominently in the first part, with
many Scripture references emphasising the biblical authority, particularly the
need to interpret within the context.

The second part uses Job 33:23-24 as the basis for the calling and position of a
preacher, for he is a messenger among a thousand, to show men their sin and
God's redeeming love. When this is the case, blessing will follow and souls will be
saved. Isaiah 6:5-9 provides the basis for the preacher's vision of himself and
God, and the application of Divine consolation as he is renewed and
recommissioned to the service he was called.

Although William Perkins died nearly 400 years ago, most of this work is
relevant for Christians today, and in this reprint the quotations are from the New
King James version of the Bible. p. K.

The Difference Christ Makes. David L. Wright. Penrtand Press. pp,127.
f7.99.
We were delighted to receive this book of sermons. Here are pulpit messages that
will warm the heart and enrich the mind. One of the sermons entitled "Harvest
Gleanings" (Ruth l:20) was published in the Goqpel Magazine some time ago.

Mr. Wright ministered in Hawick before taking up his present charge in
Stornoway, Isle of Lewis. He is also chairman of the Scottish Reformation
Society and in these sermons ably contents for the faith once delivered to
the saints.

In "Concern for the Kirk" he warns against retrograde measures being
introduced into the Church of Scotland at the expense of a living faith. He
rightly says that, "much of the uncertainty in Church and Nation stems from a
supercilious attitude to the Word of God", and warns: "The freedom of our
Reformed worship is under ritualistic attack."

The ministry of comfort is not forgotten. "Wherever sorrow weighs down the
human spirit, the risen Saviour stands by . . . He understands the heart's cry for
comfort from what He suffered."
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David Wright is a lover of the Covenanters and their stand for the truth of the
Gospel in a persecuting age. There are some very apt quotations and illustrations
which add to the value of the book.

These sermons are the fruit of a long and faithful ministry and we think they
will prove ablessingto our readers - theyare warmlycommended. M.H.

I Corinthians. Peter Naylor. Evangelical Press. pp.432. f11.95.

This is the first of an occasional series of Welwyn Student Commentaries;
though more detailed and technical than the Welwyn Commentaries it still
expounds Paul's Letter in a readable and relevant way. The text used is the New
American Standard Bible, plus the author's own translation; Mr. Naylor is an
expert in both Hebrew and Greek. The author helpfully summarises each section
of I Corinthians before explaining the text; sometimes, especially after a closely
reasoned exposition, he recaps on the teaching in the passage.

At times Mr. Naylor's language is colourful; for example, the Corinthians
thought they were "peacocks rather than sparrows" (page 83), and inflated
themselves like "hot-air balloons floating high in the sky to display their
colours" (page 89).

Peter Naylor deals thoroughly with the problem passages of Paul's Letter - I
think his treatment of the thorny chapters 12-14 is superb. He argues
persuasively thatwhen the perfect comes (13:10) refers to the completed canon
of Scripture which replaced the temporary gifts of tongues and prophecy.
Mr. Naylor's comments on the perplexing baptism for the dead (15:29) are
different to many other commentators on I Corinthians.

The application is often pointed, as this quote shows: "What we are as men is
no less important than what we teach. The essential qualification for preaching
repentance is to abandon sin in one's own life. The principle is difficult but true"
(page 183). I recommend this commentary and hope that Peter Naylor, a Baptist
pastor in Wellingborough, will write more in this new series. S.K.E.

Revival Year Sermons. C. H. Spurgeon. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. !}6.
f2.95.
The revival year was 1859. The preacher was the twenty-four-year-old Charles
Spurgeon preaching every Sunday morning, to a congregation between 5,000
and 9,000, at the Surrey Gardens Music Hall in London. The New Street Chapel
enlargement could not keep pace with the increasing number of people wanting
to hear Spurgeon preach; the problem was solved by erecting the Metropolitan
Tabernacle in 1861 at the Elephant and Castle. As well as his Sunday preaching
Spurgeon was preaching ten times a week all over Britain. Several times the
owners of the Music Hall proposed holding Sunday entertainments; Spurgeon
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deterred them by the threat of withdrawing his congregation. Eventually he
fulfilled his word and preached his last sermon at the Music Hall on I lth December
1859; his farewell message ends this book.

News of a spiritual awakening sweeping America in 1857 / 58, kindled revival in
ulster, Scotland and England in 1859. ln the two years before the awakening
reached London, Spurgeon reported a thousand conversions; more followed in
1859. These five sermons (reissued to mark the centenary of the revival in 1959)
now republished are a sample of Spurgeon's preaching in the revival year. The
sermon topics are: "God's Mighty Acts"; ,,The Blood of the Everlasting
covenant"; "TheNecessityof theSpirit'swork";"predestinationandcalling"
and "The Minister's Farewell", based on Paul's farewell to the Ephesian elders
(Acts 20:26-27).May these sermons stimulate earnest prayer for revival. S.K.E.

Please obtah uty book reviewed or advertised from your lual Chri*in bookshop, as we rqretfully oc not
h a position to supply your requirements.

MAGAZINE SI.]BSCRIPTION FORM

lo !h9 posnel Magozine, Mr. P, King, Holme Regis, old School Lane, stanford, Biggleswade, Beds.
SGIS 9JL.

We would be obliged if established readers whose subscriptions are now due would make use of this form.
Please inform us of any change of address. Kindly renew your subscription in good time. Subscription for
1997 , t5.50 (the same as in 1996).

Subscr iber 'sname . . . . . .

Address

We are particularly grateful to all those who so helpfully send gifts and amounts in excess of the nominal
subscription. The post paid subscription for 1997 is t5.50 Sterling. Single copies 90p (postage overseas extra).

.It is a saving in time and expense for our small office administration when readers remit subscriptions
without our need to send "subscription due" reminder letters. Kindly pay in sterling. Banks charge
considerable commission, etc. for negotiation of foreign cheques, including ihose of the Irish Republic. 

-

If payment is not made in sterling we are unable to meel even bank negotiation charges, so lhat nolhing is left
for the cost of the magazine. The postage overseas is double that for the UK. PLEASE pAy IN STERLING
IF AT ALL POSSIBLE.

Church and chapel groups. We already have long-established groups of readers in various parts of the UK.
and overseas. We would like to increase the number of church and chapel groups. Would local friends kindly
promote this, and thus help to extend the ministry of The Gospel Magazine?

Some pre-1997 past copies are available - single copies 25p (postage overseas extra).
o The Secretary thanks all friends who haue so kindly responded to the sensitive letters on subscriptions

sent in the past few months. Would those who have not yet replied please indicate whether they iish to
remain on the maihng Ust.

No. of copies to be sent per issue

Post-code

Sumenclosed

Date of sending subscription

Please tick if a new subscrifur D Please give your postcode


