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Editorial
THE FAITHFULNESS of God is one of the great truths of the Bible. Faithfulness
is one of the glorious perfections of His being. "He abideth faithful: he ca:nnot
deny himself'(2 Timothy 2:13). Scripture abounds in illustrations of God's
faithfulness. He is faithful, however disheartening our circumstances may be, He
is One on whom we may depend, however frail we may be of ourselves.

In all His relations with His people God is faithful. He may be safely relied
upon - this is the basis of our confidence, no one ever trusted in vain. He is, says
the Apostle Peter, "a faithful Creator".

Here is a truth to live by and act upon. He is the faithful God who keeps
covenant and mercy with His people - see Deuteronomy 7:9. His faithfulness, like
Himself, is without variableness; unlike the tide it does not ebb or flow

" His love in time past forbids me to think,
He'll leave me at last in trouble to sink,
Each sweet Ebenezer I hold in review,
Confirms His good pleasure to see me right through."

John Newton

The thought of God's unfailing compassion and great faithfulness should be a
source of encouragement to us. "The Lord is good unto them that wait for him, to
the soul that seeketh him" (Lamentations 3:25).

"Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father,
There is no shadow of turning with Thee;
Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not;
As Thou has been Thou for ever will be."
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Faithfulness and Fellowship
A Sermon by the Editor

"God is faithful, by whomye were called unto the fellowship of His Son
Jesus Christ our Lard" ( I Corinthians I:9)

"GOD IS FAITHFUL." Here are three words which spell out comfort, confidence
and courage in a world of faithlessness and fearfulness.

"God is faithful." Our text is part of Paul's letter to a Church that was passing
through a period of extreme crisis. In chapter after chapter the Apostle has to deal
with matters of faith and order. Now the Church at Corinth was far from perfect
- indeed it was full of faults and imperfections and failings. Quarrels, excesses
and sensuality were the mark of this Church, and Paul had some very severe and
searching things to say to them, but, at the outset, he rejoiced that he had been able
to say this: that "God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of
his Son Jesus Christ our Lord."

We have two things to notice from our text. First, the faithfulness of God, and
then the fellowship of the saints.

TIIE FAITIIFULIYESS OF GOD
"God is faithful." One outstanding mark of life today is that of unfaithfulness. It
used to be said that an Englishman's word was his bond. I doubt if that is true
today, generally speaking, by a long way. People promise and many times they
have no intention of fulfilling what they promise, and an Englishmen's word is
not his bond any longer. We look around at the situation in the country and we
find that marital infidelity abounds and it is not only among the younger end of
society, but among older people too. Unfaithfulness is rampant in the nation. What
about the ecclesiastical realm - the Church? There are many there who have
solemnly covenanted to preach the truth who have no scruples to attack and deny
it. One of the solemn questions that is put to a man at his ordination in the Church
of England is this: "Do you unfeignedly believe all the Canonical Scriptures of
the Old and New Testament?" A searching question! The answer prescribed is, "I

do". Yet we know there are many who, having made that solemn affirmation and
promise do the opposite and deny the truth! Unfaithfulness abounds on every
hand. So how refreshing it is to lift up our eyes and to behold the One who is
faithful in all things and, indeed, at all times. Faithfulness is that which marks out
God above all His creation. This is one of the glorious perfections of His being
that God is faithful. He is absolutely reliable. He is not given to arbitrariness or
fickleness. His faithfulness is without variableness or shadow of turnins. He does
not ebb or flow - His faithfulness is constant.
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*God is faithful." When you pick up your Bible you find there in the Old
Testament the extensiveness of God's faithfulness set out time after time. Let me
quickly remind you of one or two great statements. What about David in Psalm
36:5? "Thy mercy, O Lord, is in the heavens; and thy faithfulness reacheth unto
the clouds." what about the great statement in Lamentations 3:22-23? "It is of the
lord's mercies that we are not consumed, because his compassions fail not. They
are new every morning: great is thy faithfulness." For God to be unfaithful would
be for Him to act contrary to His nature. That is an impossibility. Says Paul in
2 Timothy 2:13: "If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful: he cannot deny
himself." Scripture literally abounds in illustrations of God's faithfulness. You can
scarcely open the Sacred volume without reading of it. We read of the Flood and
the promise that God gave to Noah: "While the earth remaineth, seedtime and
harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and night shall not
cease" (Genesis 8:22). Every year that comes furnishes us with a fresh witness to
God's faithfulness to His promise. Furthermore, because of His faithfulness, He
does not cut off His people when they deserve it. Remember that great statement
in the Book of Malachi (3:6): "I am the Lord, I change not; therefore ye sons of
Jacob are not consumed." Yes, the faithfulness of God - what a sheet anchor it is!
He is faithful to His Word, however disheartening external circumstances may
appear. He is One on whom we may depend, however undependable we are in
ourselves. God is faithful. And Peter urges us to "commit the keeping of our souls
to him in well doing, as unto a faithful creator" (1 Peter 4:19). The Lord is aware
of all the temptations that come to us and He always has a way out. There is no
situation in which He is not more than conqueror, and therefore more than
adequate. The faithfulness of God surely is our comfort in regard to temptation
and trial. He will never abandon any of His people, even though they may
succumb to temptation and for a time may wander away. what about peter? you
remember how he failed so grievously but the Lord sent a special messenger to
him on the Day of the Resurrection - "go your way, tell his disciples and peter"
- so you see he was not cast off. The Lord dealt graciously with him and restored
him, not only to favour and to fellowship, but also to service. This is the great
message that comes to us in I John l:6-9. "If we say that wohave fellowship with
him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: but if we walk in the light,
as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus
Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin. If we say that we have no sin, we deceive
ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just
to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness."

Furthermore, God is faithful to His promises. Peter'tells us that there are given
to us exceeding great and precious promises (2 peter l:4). Not one of these can
fail. The old restament saints bear witness to this. what about Sarah? "she
judged him faithful who had promised." Also what about Moses? There he is
speaking. to the Israelites about to enter the Promised Land and he has this to say
to them: "The Lord thy God, he is God, the faithful God, which keepeth covenant
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and mercy with them that love him and keep his commfus to a thousand
generations." David also: "Thy faithfulness reacheth unto th clqrds" (Psalm
36:5). Again the Psalmist (92:l-2): "It is a good thing . to shew forth thy
lovingkindness in the morning, and thy faithfulness every night." God is faithful.
God is trustworthy - His Word of promise is sure. He may faithfully be relied
upon in every circumstances and no one ever trusted Him in vain.

Now there are times in the lives of every one of us when it is not always easy
to believe in the faithfulness of God. You remember how the Psalmist said one
day, "Hath God forgonen to be gracious?", at a time when things were black and
foreboding. And there are times when we more or less take up the same words or
think them perhaps when our cherished plans are thwarted, when our friends fail
us when we need them most, when a dark cloud seems to hide God's face and our
faith is sorely tried, and we cannot trace the outworkings of God's love. That is
the day to make this affirmation afresh - "God is faithful." On such occasions we
must put our faith into action and trust. What about Job? You remember to what
magnificent heights he rose - "Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him." It was
only a day or two before at the Cross that our Lord had said to the disciples, "Have

faith in God". Remember that day when they were crossing the Sea of Galilee and
they thought that their last day had come and they were about to enter a watery
grave to be seen no more, and how they almost vehemently awoke the Lord and
said, "Master, carest thou not that we perish?". And He turned to them and said,
"Why are ye so fearful? how is it that ye have no faith?". Here we cannot but takeup rhe rines of *""":;;;JillJtrffi,::;:',"",",

But trust Him for His grace;
Behind a frowning providence
He hides a smiling face."

He who has cared for His children through the years will never forsake them.
"God is faithful."

It was the realisation of the truth of this text that meant so much to Hudson
Taylor, the founder of the China Inland Mission. It was this that kept him going
through dark and very difficult days - the truth that God was utterly reliable, that
God is faithful, and, what he found to be true, you and I can also prove true. "God

is faithful."

THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE SAINTS

Notice the next thing in our text. We read, not only of the faithfulness of God, but
the "fellowship of the saints". It goes on to say, "by whom ye were called unto the
fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord".

Here is a phrase that leads us to the very centre of Christian experience. How
great is the privilege of the Christian! You have been called unto the fellowship
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of His Son Jesus Christ. Now, it was not always so. These Corinthians were far
from perfect and, even before they were Christians, the situation was even
grimmer, and Paul here in the sixth chapter has something to say about different
kinds of sinners - "fornicators, extortioners, idolaters and adulterers" and so on,
and then he goes on to say, "And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but
ye are sanctified . . . by the Spirit of our God". There is the transformation that
had come to them. Take up the Letter to the Church at Ephesus and Paul begins
in the second chapter on a most uncompromising note and says, "And you hath
he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins", and then he goes on to say:
"ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ." Here is a
phrase which brings us to the very heart of Christian experience - "By whom ye
were called unto the fellowship of his Son" - brought nigh. How wonderfuMs
that true of us? If so, thank God for it and, if not, seek it with all your hearts.
Apply to the great Head of the Church that He will make this a reality to you.

So it speaks of fellowship and there is no such thing as fellowship among
believers apart from the fellowship of their individual souls to Christ. There is no
fellowship with Christ which does not produce a fellowship with men. You cannot
miss it as you read through the New Testament in the case of Paul - Saul of Tarsus
as he was known - the once haughty pharisee, a Hebrew of the Hebrews. If ever
a man was proud, it was Paul before his conversion, but what a difference
afterwards! There you find him sharing his innermost thoughts with the poor
illiterate slaves in the Greek slums, Barbarians and outcasts he would have called
them at one time, but not now. He calls them his brothers and sisters in Christ.
They are all one in the fellowship of the Lord and only one thing can explain this
transformation - Christ Passing on to the early days of the Christian Church
when the early Christians were suffering such persecutions that they had to meet
in the catacombs, and there you might have found on any Lord's Day a Roman
lady with imperial blood in her veins, a kinswoman of the Caesar, taking the cup
from some nameless waif and both of them thinking it was the most natural thing
to do. Again, there is only one answer. The fellowship that they experienced in
Jesus Christ. That fellowship meant everything to those who shared it. Young
converts found tremendous strength in the fellowship when the old environment
was trying to drag them down.

Notice also that they were not always talking about the fellowship. It never
occurred to them to make speeches about it or to try and organise it. It was
something spontaneous - we cannot get on without it. A man came to Charles
Spurgeon once and said, "I can get on quite well without the fellowship of the
Church". "Can you?" said Mr. Spurgeon. In those days there were no smokeless
zones, they had great roaring fires. Mr. Spurgeon said no more but he got out the
tongs and he drew out of the fire a large red hot cinder and put it on the hearth and
sat in silence, so in a matter of minutes what had been once glowing red was black
and lifeless. Said Mr. Spurgeon: "What has happened? The cinder in the fire
glows, but on the hearth it goes black and dead. That is the picture of fellowship."
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We glow when we are together. "lron sharpeneth iron- rc rce{ and how
important it is, Christian fellowship. Do not underestimate it - do not despise it -

but treasure it. Yes, they had been called into fellowship.
The New Testament fellowship never wasted time on mutual admiration as

though fellowship were an end in itself - they treasured it, they valued it, and they
contributed to it, and every member of that fellowship knew himself to be a herald
sent out into the world to bear witness to the light and the warmth and the radiance
of Christ. They were not apologists, they were heralds of the Cross, stimulated by
the fellowship that they enjoyed, and behind that wonderful Christian fellowship
that burned and glowed in the early Church there lay this direct, individual
fellowship with Christ. Something tremendous, revolutionary, startling had
happened - they had been "brought out of darkness into God's marvellous light"
and into the fellowship of the believing Church. Now we, too, are members of one
another. We "are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the
saints, and of the household of God" and surely we should love one another with
a pure heart fervently. In Christ we clasp hands with every other Christian. We
greet one another as brethren and we say:

"Blest be the tie that binds
Our hearts in Christian love,

ffin1:i:ir:*'ffiio*ominds
We realise we are part of the great band of believers and surely that is a great
strength in itself. It lifts us up from depression and discouragement and gives us
hope and courage.

Let us never undervalue Christian fellowship. Let us encourage it and enjoy it,
but, above all, let us bless God for it.

Here are two great statements from the Apostle Paul. Take these thoughts with
you, treasure them up in your minds and hearts. God is faithful. The fellowship of
the saints in His Son Christ Jesus our Lord. Oh! may our fellowship in Christ
become increasingly precious as the days get darker. May it encourage us and
may we stand by one another, helping each other along in the Christian pathway,
rejoicing in so great a salvation, for His Name's sake. Amen. M.H.

"Jehovah's Covenant shall endure,
All ordered, everlasting, sure!
O child of God, rejoice to trace
Thy portion in its glorious grace."

F. R. Havergal,1872
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For Younger Readers
CARINE MACKENZIE

A GOOD NIGHT'S SLEEP

HAVE YOU ever thought what a wonderful gift sleep is? Perhaps not! Perhaps
you are still at the age when you wonder why your mother puts you to bed when
you are not sleepy and makes you get up again when you are sleepy!

But I often go to bed feeling so tired and even sore and am so thankful in the
moming to feel so different - rested, refreshed, energetic. When we have had
an especially busy day, how good it is to fall into bed and have a deep sleep.
'The sleep of the labouring man is sweet." No amount of money can buy a good
night's sleep.

It is the Lord who gives this gift to us (Psalm 127).It is the Lord who keeps us
safe while we sleep. "I will both lay me down in peace, and sleep: for thou, Lord,
only makest me dwell in safety" (Psalm 4:8). God never sleeps. He is always
watching over His people. "Behold, he that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber
nor sleep" (Psalm l2l:4).

But Jesus needed sleep because although He was God He was also truly man.
He and His disciples were in a ship crossing the Sea of Galilee when a storm
broke. The disciples were frightened but Jesus was sleeping peacefully on a
pillow in the back of the boat. The disciples woke Him up - "Lord save us,
we perish." Jesus showed His power by calming the stormy waves and wind. We
also read that Jesus had nowhere to lay His head. No soft pillow for Him as we
are used to.

On the night before His death Jesus went out after the Passover supper to the
Garden of Gethsemane with Peter, James and John. He needed to pray. "Stay here
and watch with me," He asked them. He went a bit further on and prayed
agonisingly to His Father. "If it be possible, let this cup pass from me,
nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt." Did His friends keep watch and pray
with and for Him? No. When He went back to them, all three were fast asleep.
"Could you not watch with me for even on hour?" He asked.

Jesus went to prayer again. When He came back to the disiiples, again they
were fast asleep. They could not keep their heavy eyes open. Sleep had overcome
them and prevented them from supporting their Lord Jesus.

On an odd occasion I might find it difficult to'sleep one night - perhaps
something may be worrying me or I may have been travelling from a far distance
and be suffering from what is called jet lag. When that happens I will often just
sit up in bed and read a book. That is what King Ahasuerus did. One night he
could not sleep so he asked for the book ofrecords ofthe Chronicles to be brought
to him and read out to him. It was only then that he learned of the way that
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Mordecai (Esther's cousin) had uncovered a plot to kill him and so saved his life.
This led to great honour for Mordecai and the downfall of Haman, the enemy of
the Jewish people.

As you go to bed remember to ask the Lord to keep you safe as you sleep. A
friend of ours was staying with us recently, as she was to attend the funeral of a
relative the next day. We were concerned that she would not have slept very well.
In the moming we asked if she managed to get off to sleep. "Yes," she said, "I had
a wonderful sleep. I felt as if the Lord just tucked me in with a text."

How good to go to sleep thinking about God's Word, and to waken up thinking
about God's Word.

PVZZLE

Search for the verse and find out who was sleeping.

1. The Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon and he slept: and
he took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof (Genesis 2).

2. And took of the stones of that place (Bethel) and put them for
his pillow, and lay down in that place to sleep (Genesis 28).

3 .SoDav idandAbisha icameto thepeop lebyn igh t :and,beho ld ' -
lay sleeping within the trench and his spear stuck in the ground at his bolster
( l  Samuel26).

4. And there sat in a window a certain young man named , being
fallen into a deep sleep and as Paul was long preaching, he sunk down with
sleep and fell down from the third loft and was taken up dead (Acts 20).

5. And ere the lamp of God went out in the temple of the Lord, where the Ark
of God was. and was laid down to sleep (l Samuel 3).

6. And slept and dreamed the second time: and behold seven ears
of corn came up upon one stalk . . . (Genesis 4l ).

7. But slept at the door of the kings house with all the servants of
his Lord (2 Samuel I l).

8 . A n d a s - l a y a n d s l e p t u n d e r a j u n i p e r t r e e ' b e h o t a , t h e n a n a n g e l
touched him (l Kings 19).

9. But was gone down into the sides of the ship: and he lay and was
fast asleep (Jonah 1).
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That they Atl may be One
C.  H.  SPURGEON

"Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on tne
through their word; that they all may be one; as thou, Father art in me, and I in
thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast

sent me" (John 17:20-21).

THE UNITY DESIRED

These words of the Saviour have been perverted to the doing of a world of
mischief. Ecclesiastics have fallen asleep, which, indeed, is their ordinary
condition; and while asleep they have dreamed a dream - a dream founded upon
the letter of the Saviour's words, of which they discern not the spiritual sense.
They have proved in their own case, as has been proved in thousands of others,
that the letter killeth, and only the spirit giveth life. The ecclesiastics have
dreamed of a great confederation, presided over by a number of ministers, these
again governed by superior officers, and these again by others, and these topped
at last by a supreme visible head who must be either a person or a council: this
great confederacy containing within itself kingdoms and nations, and becoming
so powerful as to work upon states, to influence politics, to guide councils, and
even to gather together and to move armies.

True, the shadow of the Saviour's teaching, "My Kingdom is not of this world",
must have caused an occasional nightmare in the midst of their dream, but they
dreamed on; and what is worse, they turned the dream into reality, and the time was
when the professed followers of Christ were all one, when looking north, south,
east, west from the centre of the vatican, one united body covered all Europe. And
what was the result? Did the world believe that God had sent Christ? The world
believed the very opposite. The world was persuaded that God had nothing to do
with that great crushing, tyrannous, superstitious, ignorant thing which called itself
Christianity; and thinking men became infidels, and it was the hardest possible
thing to find a genuine intelligent believer north, south, east or west.

All professors were one, but the world believed not; the fact being that this was
not the unity which Jesus had so much as thought of. It was never His intention
to set up a great united body to be called a church which should domineer and lord
everywhere over the souls of men, and comprehedd within its ranks, kings,
princes and statesmen who might be worldly, ungodly, hateful, sensual, devilish.

It was never Christ's design to set up a conscience-crushing engine of
uniformity and so the great man-devised machine when it was brought to
perfection, and set to work with the greatest possible vigour, instead of working
out that the world should believe that the Father had sent Christ, wrought out just

8 l
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this, that the world did not believe anything at all, but became infidel, licentious
and rotten at the core. Yet people dream that dream still: even good people do so.

But what did the Saviour mean. "That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art
in me"? We must begin at the beginning. What were the elements of this unity
which Christ so anxiously desired? The answer is very distinctly given us in this
chapter. The unity was to be composed of the people who are here called "they":
"That they all may be one". Let your eye run down the chapter to see who they
are. Look in the second verse: "That He should give eternal life to as many as thou
hast given Him". The unity proposed then is of persons specially given to Jesus
by the Father. It is not of all men who happen to dwell in a particular province,
district, or city, but a unity of persons who have received, not common life as all
have, but life eternal. Special persons, then, who have been quickened by God the
Holy Ghost, and have been brought into vital union with the Person of the Lord
Jesus are to be one.

Look the whole chapter through, and you will discover that the unity which the
Master intended was that of chosen persons who by the Holy Spirit conferring life
upon them are led to believe in Jesus Christ; a unity of spiritual-minded men, who
live in a realm of spirit, prize spiritual things, and form a confederacy and a
kingdom which is spiritual and not of this world.
' The one Church of God, of what is it composed then? Is it composed of the
Church of England, the Congregational Union, the Wesleyan Conference, and the
Baptist body? No, it is not. Is not the Church of England a part of the Church of
Christ, and the Baptist denomination a part? No; I deny that these bodies, as such,
unrefined and in the gross, are a part of the great unity for which Jesus prayed;
but there are believers united with the Church of England who are part of the body
of Christ, and there are believers in all denominations of Christians, and many in
no visible Church at all, who are in Christ Jesus, and consequently in the great
unity. There are in the visible Churches a certain number of God's elect ones, and
these are of the body of Jesus Christ; but their fellow professors, if unconverted,
are not in the mystical unity. Christ's body is not made up of denominations, nor
of presbyteries, nor of Christian societies; it is made up of saints chosen of God
from before the foundation of the world, redeemed by blood, called by His Spirit
and made one with Jesus. Among others, there is the bond of the same origin.
Every person who is a partaker of the life of God, has sprung from the same divine
Father. The Spirit of God has quickened all the faithful alike. No matter that
Luther may be very dissimilar from Calvin; Luther is made and created a new
creature in Christ Jesus by that same fiat which created Calvin.

There may be, there will be, much that is not of God about the man, much of
human infirmity, defilement and corruption; but still the inward spirit within him
which God has put there, is forcing its way to the same perfection of holiness, and
is meanwhile seeking to glorify God.

Above all, the Holy Spirit, who indwells every believer, is the true fount of
oneness. Though the manifestation may vary, yet the same Spirit of God works
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drc same graces, the same virtues, the same excellencies, and thus helps all saints
to prove themselves to be of one tribe. This is a very different bond from that
which men try to impose upon each other in order to create union. They put straps
round the outside, they tie us together with many knots, and we feel uneasy; but
God puts a divine life inside of us, and then we wear the sacred bonds of love with
ease. We hear much moaning over our divisions. There may be some that are to
be deplored among ecclesiastical confederacies, but in the spiritual Church of the
living God, I am at loss to discover the divisions which are so loudly proclaimed,
It strikes me that the tokens of union are much more prominent than the tokens of
division. But what are thev?

UNION IN JUDGMENT

First there is a union in judgment upon all vital matters. I converse with a spiritual
man, and no matter what he calls himself, when we talk of sin, pardon, Jesus, the
Holy Spirit, and such themes, we are agreed. We speak of our blessed Lord. My
friend says that Jesus is fair and lovely: so say I. He says that he has nothing else
to trust to but the precious blood; nor have I. If the Spirit of God be in us, we are
all agreed upon great points. Let me say that among true saints the points of union
even in matters of judgment are ninety-nine, and the points of difference are only
as one' 

uNIoN IN E*'ERIENCE

In experimental points, as face answereth to face, so doth the heart of man to man.
Only get upon experimental topics concerning soul dealings with God, leave the
letter and get to the spirit, crack the shells and eat the kernel of spiritual truth, and
you will find that the points of agreement between genuine Christians are
something marvellous. But this union is to be seen most plainly in union of heart.
I am told that Christians do not love each other. I am very sorry if that be true but
I rather doubt it, for I suspect that those who do not love each other are not
christians. where the spirit of God is there must be love, and if I have known and
recognised any man to be my brother in Christ Jesus,. the love of Christ
constraineth me no more to think of him as a stranger or foreigner, but as a fellow
citizen with the saints. If I come across a man in whom there is the Spirit of Christ,
I must love him, and if I did not I should prove I was not in the unity at all.

UNION IN PRAYER AND WORK

oneness in judgment, in experience and heart are some of the evidences of this
union, but if you want more plain and palpable union, which even carnal eyes can
see, note the unity of Christian prayer. How slight the difference there! So is it
with praise. There, indeed, we are as one, and our music goes up with sweet
accord to the throne of the heavenly grace. We are one in action; true Christians

83
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anywhere are all doing the same work. Here is a brother preaching; I do not care
about that white thing he has on, but if he be a genuine Christian, he is preaching
Christ crucified; and here am I, and he may not like me because I have not that
white rag on, but still I delight to preach Christ crucified. When you come to the
real life work of the Christian it is the same in every case, it is holding up the
Cross of Christ. "But", you say, "there are many Christians in the world preaching
this and that and other". I am saying nothing of them or about them; I am saying
nothing about their ecclesiastical belongings; I am saying nothing about those
who merely cling to the Church; I am speaking of the elect, the precious ones, the
simple-minded Christ-taught men and women, and their motive of action is the
same, and there is among them a true union, which is the answer to our Lord's
prayer. He did not plead in vain, what He sought He has obtained; and the truly
quickened are this day one, and shall everrnore remain so.

UNITY UNSEEN

I think I hear someone saying, "but I cannot see this unity". My answer is, one
reason may be because of your want of information. The unity of the Church is
not to be seen by you today - do not think it; the plan is not worked out yet. God
is building over there, and you only see the foundation; in another part the
topstone is all but ready, and you cannot comprehend it. Shall the Master show
you His plan? Is the Divine Architect bound to take you into His studio to show
you all His secret motives and designs? Not so; wait awhile and you will find that
all these diversities and differences among spiritually-minded men, when the
master-plan comes to be wrought out, are different parts of the grand whole, and
with the astonished world you will then know that God has sent the Lord Jesus.

Another reason why you do not see the unity of the Church, may be because of
the present roughness of the material. See yonder a number of stones - here, a
number of trees; I cannot see the unity. Of course not. When these trees are all cut
into planks, when these stones are all squared, then you may begin to see them as
a whole. The various stones of the divine building of the Church are all out of
shape at present; they are not polished. We shall never be one till we are
sanctified. The unity of Christ is unity of holy, not unholy, beings: and as we each
of us grow more and more prepared by the work of Christ for our own place, we
shall discover more and more the unity of the Church.

Perhaps, too, let me remark, we cannot see the unity of the Church, because we
ourselves cannot see anything. Is that a hard saying? There are thousands of
professors who cannot see anything. Everything spiritual is spiritually discerned.
You must get spiritual eyes before you can see it. Many people say that there is
no unity, but I should be astonished if there were any which they could see or feel.
They are not in Christ themselves; their hearts have never felt what spiritual life
means; how should they be able to understand that into which they have entered?
See what carnal-mindedness does with Christ's teaching. Jesus says, "That they
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dl may be one; as thou, Father art in me". "I know what that means", says Carnal-
mind: "they are all to worship after the same fashion, and use the same ritual."
That is all poor Carnal-mind knows about; he confounds the outward with the
rnward and misses the Lord's meaning.

But you do know, I trust, and feel this very day in your souls that the true saints
of the living God are one with each other at this very moment, and that they
recognize and discover this unity in proportion as they become like their Lord and
Master, and are conformed to His image, and made fit for the place which they are
to occupy.

BEFORB THIS UNITY CAN BE COMPLETE

There are many chosen ones who have not yet believed in Jesus Christ, and the
Church cannot be one till these are saved. Here is work to be done - work to be
done by instruments. If you would promote the unity of Christ's Church, look
after His lost sheep, seek out the wandering souls. If you ask what is to be your
word, the answer is in the text - it is to be concerning Christ. They are to believe
in Him. Every soul that believes in Christ is built into the great gospel unity in its
measure, and you will never see the Church as whole while there is one soul left
unsaved for whom the Saviour shed His precious blood.

Go out and teach His Word! Tell out the doctrines of grace as He has given you
ability. Hold up Christ before the eyes of men, and you will be the means in God's
hand of bringing them to believe in Him, and so the Church shall be built up and
made one. Do not sit down and scheme and plot and plan how this denomination
may melt into the other; leave that alone. Your business now is to go and:

"Tell to sinners round
What a dear Saviour you have found."

That is God's way of using you to complete the unity of His Church.

THE PRAYER OFFERED

Christ prays for the unity of His Church, that all saints who have gone to heaven
in days gone by, that all saints who live now, that all who ever live may be brought
into the unity of one life in Himself. But we do not attach enough importance to
the power of Christ's prayer I fear. Let us have hope for the entire body of the
faithful; Christ is praying for their unity, and what He prays for must be one, and
it is one: He prays that they may be perfect and complete, and it shall be amidst
eternal hallelujahs.

THE RESULT ANTICIPATED
"That the world may believe that thou hast sent me." The effect of the sight of
the complete Church upon human minds will be overwhelming. Angels and
principalities will look at Christ's perfect Church with awe. What will be the
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effect upon men? Astonishment will be the effect upon angels, but what upon
men? Why, the world, that wicked world which rejected Christ, that wicked
crucifying world which would have none of Him and which now will have none
of His people, that wicked world which hates His saints and has striven with all
its might to pluck down the walls of His Church, will believe, will be compelled
to believe God has sent His Son.

Do not suppose that the world will ever be convinced so as to believe in Christ,
and to be saved by the unity of the Church. It is not anticipated in this chapter that
the world ever will be saved. That is not dreamed of the whole chapter through.
The worlil is spoken of as something for which Christ does not pray, whose
enlightenment is not anticipated; but that world, though it weeps and wails and
curses and abhors, shall be made distinctly to recognise the divinity of Christ's
mission when it shall see the entire unity of the Church.

F'. ARE wE PART oF THAT GREAT UNITY?

There is the question. It is not, are we members of a Christian Church? "I know how
you get at it," you say. "Acertain number ofchurches are evangelical and orthodox;
they make up orthodox Protestantism.Now,I am a Baptist. Very well. I am a Baptist,
and the Baptist Churches are orthodox, therefore I am a Christian. I am an
Episcopalian, and Episcopacy is one branch of Protestantism. Very well, I am a
Protestant, I am a Christian." But that is your camal way of talking. You may be very
greviously mistaken, if that is your argument. But can you go another way to work
and say, "I have received eternal life for I have believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, and
I am given of the Father unto him?" Why then, you come at it directly. Being one
with Christ, you are one with His people; but when you are looking for this unity,
look not for an outward but for an inward thing. Do not look for a matter that is to
be written on sheets of paper, on rolls and books, but look for a bond written on
hearts and consciences and souls. Look for a spiritual union and you will find it. If
you look for the other thing you will not find it, and if you did find it, it would be a
great and awful thing, from which you might pray God to deliver His Church.

CHANGE OF EDITOR. ; .
. . .,:.." '

After 20 years in office the Editor feels the time has come to lay down his
task. He is gratefUl for all the help and encouragenrcnt of the readers over the
years and above all for the Lord's enabling grace.

The Trustees have appointed one of their number, the Rt. Rev. Edward
Malcolm, as Editor. We would ask for your prayerful support as he takes up
the work from the next issue. M.H.
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Martin Luther: Some Thoughts
on His Life and Work

Part II
. DAVID N. SAMUEL

Having considered Luther's experience of God's grace,
we must now turn to some other areas of his thought and activity which,

I believe, are signiftcant for us today.

ENTHUSIASTS

At a cruciat stage of the Reformation, when Luther was a virtual prisoner in the
Wartburg, where he had been confined for his own safety by the Elector, a serious
disturbance broke out in Wittenburg. This was occasioned by the appearance there
of certain self-styled prophets from Zwickau. These men, who were led by a
clothier named Storch, claimed to have received special gifts and revelations of the
Spirit. They did not read the Bible anymore because, they said, God communicated
His message directly to them and told them what they should preach. Storch, who
was desirous of following Christ's example, selected from among his followers
twelve apostles and seventy disciples, declaring that the apostles and prophets
were at last restored to the Church. They also taught that infant baptism was of no
value and that all men must receive from their hands the true baptism which would
admit them to the Church of God.

Checked to some extent in their activities in Zwickau by the pastor there, they
descended on Wittenburg in the hope of making converts and followers in the
home of the Reformation itself. They presented themselves to Melancthon,
Luther's aid, at the university. Melancthon did not know how to handle the
situation. "There were indeed," he said, "extraordinary spirits in these men; but
what spirits? Luther alone can decide. On the one hand let us beware of quenching
the Spirit of God, and, on the other, of being led astray by the spirit of Satan."

The presence and influence of the prophets began to lead to'the breakdown of
order in the town. They were joined by Karlstadt and others who had a tendency
towards fanaticism. The schoolmaster, who became a convert, sent the children
home, declaring that they had no need of educationl Violence erupted as images
were thrown down and priests attacked. Luther, hearing of this in the Wartburg,
decided that he must retum to Wittenburg, despite the danger involved from
the sentence of excommunication that still hung over him. His return and his
subsequent preaching restored calm and order. But what is of special interest to us
is the way in which he dealt with the enthusiasts, the people who pretended to
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special revelations and gifts of the Holy Spirit. In a letter to Melancthon from the
Wartburg he challenged such claims in these words:

"Ask these prophets whether they have felt those spiritual torments, those
creations of God, those deaths and hells which accompany a real
regeneration. . . . And if they speak to you only of agreeable things, of
tranquil impressions, of devotion and piety, as they say, do not believe
them, although they should pretend to have been transported to the third
heaven. Before Christ could attain His glory, he was compelled to suffer
death; and in like manner the believer must go through the bitterness of sin
before he can obtain peace. Do you desire to know the time, place and
manner in which God talks to men? Listen: As a lion so hath he broken all
my bones: I am cast out from before his face, and my soul is abased even
to the gates of hell. . . . No! The Divine Majesty (as they call Him) does not
speak face to face with me, so that they may see Him; for no man (says He)

. can see my face and live."8

Luther denied that there could be now such a thing as direct revelation. God has
spoken in His Son finally. He is the one Mediator and God deals with us only
through Christ and through His Word, the Bible, which testifies to Christ. If we
would know God's truth and salvation we must come to His Word; there is no
other way, no short cut by which we may by-pass the Scriptures. In this way he
vindicated that fundamental principle of the Reformation - adherence to the
Word of God above all. These men claimed to be prophets; but they had none of
the humbling, terrifying and crushing experiences of the prophets. On the
contrary, they displayed an attitude of glibness and complacency. They were
therefore self-deceived.

When Luther eventually met them face to face in Wittenburg they declared that
they would demonstrate to him by miracle that they were truly possessed of
heavenly gifts and a divine mission, they would tell him what he was thinking at
that moment. When he gave them leave, they said that he was feeling a leaning
towards them in his heart. Luther cried out, "God rebuke thee, Satan!" He
afterwards confessed that this was actually the case; but their hitting the truth he
held to be a sign of Satanic, not of divine powers.

CHARISMATIC MOVEMENT

I relate these incidents because I believe they are instructive for us today. There
is a kind of parallel between the enthusiasts or spiritdals, as they were called, of
the Reformation period and the charismatics of today. This should not surprise us.
Church history shows that this is not an isolated phenomenon, but that those who
have claimed extraordinary gifts and revelations have appeared at certain times
from Montanus in the second century, through the Fraticelli of the Middle Ages
down to the Irvingites and the Charismatics of more recent times.
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Luther fought these enthusiasts because he saw that they threatened the formal
and fundamental principle of the Reformation - the authority and sufficiency of
the Word of God. The Gospel was set aside in favour of revelations and the
accompanying excitement they generated. Yet it was solely on the authority of the
Bible that Luther had opposed the papacy and overthrown the false teaching of
Rome. It was only through the Bible that he had discovered the real answer to his
quest, How can I be right with God? Any movement, therefore, which set aside
the Bible or was at variance with it, could not be of God. If the teaching of God's
Word condemned and exposed the novel teachings and pretended miracles of
Rome, it also condemned and exposed those of the fanatics who were perverting
and endangering the Reformation.

This must still be our ground today as evangelical Protestants. We would do
well to follow Luther's example, and view, not merely with caution, but as
dangerous and subversive of true religion, any movement which tends to sit
lightly to the Word of God, which exalts revelations and extraordinary gifts above
the Word of Scripture; which finds greater delight and satisfaction in novelties
and miracles than in the biblical Gospel. We shall be accused of want of breadth
and lack ofcharity for so doing, but that is exactly the criticism that is levelled at
us by the other side, when we refuse on the same grounds to recognise the worship
of the Virgin Mary, the "miracle" of the mass, and the authority of the pope. When
these two agree in condemning us then we may feel sure we are right, for so also
did Pilate and Herod agree for the purpose of condemning Christ.

ANTICHRIST

When Luther first drew up his 95 theses in an attack upon indulgencies he had no
notion of attacking the pope. He believed the pope and the authorities in Rome, if
rightly informed of the dispute, would take his side. He addressed an open letter
to Pope Leo X in 1520 appealing to him to reform the abuses in the Church. But
already doubts were creeping over his mind about the real nature of the papacy.
In the preceding year Luther had been engaged in a disputation with Eck at
Leipsic which had compelled him to examine more closely not only the character
but the claims of the papacy. He had come to the conclusion that they were false,
that the authority of the pope did not rest upon any divine decree at all. As he
delved more deeply into this matter he wrote to Spalatin:

"I am studying the papal decretals for my debate. I whisper this in your ear,
'I do not know whether the pope is Antichrist or his apostle, so does he in
his decretals so corrupt and crucify Christ', that is, the truth."9

By the end of 1520 the matter was resolving itself. Luther wrote again to
Spalat in:
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"At last the Roman bull is come, and Eckius is the bearer of it. I treat it with
contempt. You see that the expressed doctrines of Christ himself are here
condemned. I feel myself now more at liberty, being assured that the
popedom is antichristian and the seat of Satan."l0

Luther was now convinced on grounds of morals, doctrine and Scripture that
the papacy was Antichrist. He wrote a tract in which he proved from the books of
Daniel and Revelation, and from the epistles of Paul, Peter and Jude, that the reign
of Antichrist, predicted and described in the Bible, was the papacy. When Daniel

"saw the terrible wild beast which had ten horns, which by consent of all is
the Roman empire, he also beheld another small horn come up in the
middle of them. This is the Papal powe,! which rose up in the middle of the
Roman emPire."ll

"I know for certain," he said in conclusion,

"that our Lord Jesus Christ lives and reigns. Strong in this assurance, I
should not fear many thousands of popes. May God visit us at last
according to His infinite power, and show forth the day of the glorious
advent of His Son, in which He will destroy the wicked one and let all the
people S&y, Amel!"12

And all the people did say, Amen! This identification of the papacy with
Antichrist inflicted a most terrible blow upon Rome. Faith in the Word of God
took the place of that faith which the Church alone had formerly enjoyed, and the
power of the pope, which had long been the object of admiration among nations,
became the source of terror and detestation.

In calling the papacy Antichrist, Luther did not make the mistake that the
sectaries before him made in the Middle Ages, who identified the Antichrist with
some particular pope. Luther held that every pope was Antichrist, even though
personally they might be exemplary, because Antichrist is collective, an
institution, the papacy, a system which corrupts the truth of Christ. That was why
Luther could address Leo X in terms of personal respect only a week after he had
blasted him as Antichrist.

Luther was by no means alone in holding this view of the papacy. It became the
universal belief amongst the Reformers. Calvin, Zwingli, Knox and also our own
English Reformers Cranmer, Ridley and Latimer al'l held it. It was very ably
expounded by Bishop Jewel in his Apology and in his commentary on 2 Thessa-
lonians. It is not possible or necessary to quote generally from the Reformers here,
but one quotation from Archbishop Cranmer will suffice to show the similarity
between his and Luther's view of the institution of the papacy and how it is
distinguished from the person of the pope.
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ln a letter to Queen Mary, Cranmer, while he was awaiting trial, wrote the
following words about the pope:

"He sitteth in the temple of God, as if he were a God, and nameth himself
God's Vicar. . . . If this be not to play antichrist's part, I cannot tell what is
antichrist, which is no more to say but Christ's enemy and adversary, who
shall sit in the temple of God, advancing himself above all other, yet by
hypocrisy and feigned religion shall subvert the true religion of Christ, and

,, under pretence and colour of Christian religion shall work against Christ,
and therefore have the name of antichrist."l3

Having thus written, he then adds,

"This that I have spoken against the power and authority of the pope, I have
not spoken (I take God to record and judge) for any malice I owe to the
pope's person, whom I know not; but I shall pray to God to give him grace
that he may seek above all things to promote God's honour and glory, and
not to follow the trade of his predecessors in these latter days."l4

WERE THE REFORMERS RIGHT?

Now the crucial question for us is this: Were Luther and the other Reformers
right? Or was their view simply mistaken, something associated with the age in
which they lived, a view coloured and conditioned by the conflicts of their times?
I say this is an important question for us, because, if we undersland it rightly, we
see that it was a decisive point in the personal history of Luther and for the
Reformation itself. Until Luther had resolved in his own mind this question of the
character and nature of the papacy he was not clear as to what his course was to
be. If the institution of the papacy were divinely appointed, or even if it were a
legitimate form of government of the Church, then he might find that he was
fighting against God. Luther never felt strong or free in his war against the papal
apostasy until he recognised the papacy as antichrist. It was then that he burned
the papal bull. The same is true of the other Reformers. When they were
convinced from Scripture that the papacy was Antichrist they were confirmed and
strengthened in their reforming action. Doubt and uncertainty left them; they
knew what they had to do and found the strength to do it.

If we are to ask, what is the significance of this part of Luther's teaching for
today? I think it is this: We must clarify our own thiirking about the Church of
Rome and the papacy. We must settle our minds on this point: Is the papacy
Antichrist, in the sense that it embodies a system of teaching that denies the true
office of the Redeemeq denies the Gospel of free grace and usurps the powers of
God Himself, or is it simply another form of Church government and a focus of
unity for the universal Church? If we cannot or will not answer this question, if
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we are not sure what position to take, if we draw back from regarding the papacy
as Antichrist as described in the Bible, then we shall be in a most weak and
vulnerable position vis d vis Rome, because of our equivocation. "He thal
wavereth is like a wave of the sea, driven of winds and tossed." "A double minded
man is unstable in all his ways." For this reason it is not necessary for Rome tc
convert Protestants immediately to acceptance of the papacy, it is sufficient tc
disabuse them of the notion that the Reformers entertained to have gained a
significant victory. We have seen how this was for the Reformers the Rubicon
they had to cross. Until they had settled the question they were not really strone
in their resistance to Rome. The same applies today.

CONTEMPORARY VIEWS OF THE PAPACY

It is no longer fashionable to speak of the papacy in the way that the Reformers
spoke of it. The erosion of their position has a long history. Rome has expendec
great energy and ingenuity in seeking to destroy that position and convince
Protestants that the Reformers were wrong. It must be plain for all to see that the
reversal of that position, the removal of that stigma from the papacy, was ar
essential first step to the reinstatement of the papacy amongst Protestants. Th€
identification of the papacy with antichrist inflicted a deadly wound upon it, bur
now the wound has been healed, and the world wonders after it.

Some may think that the doctrines of the Reformers has simply withered awal
of itself, but this is not so. It has been the subject of a concerted attack by the
Church of Rome. The first prong of that attack was on the interpretation of the
prophetic Scriptures to which the Reformers appealed. The futurist school o1
prophetic interpretation, which originated with the Jesuit Ribera in the 17tl
century, skilfully put about the notion that the Antichrist was not a historical entitl
at all, but would only appear in the end time. The prophecies of "the man of sin'
had nothing to do with the Middle Ages or the Roman popes or the long centuriet
of the Church's worst conflict. They merely referred to a diminutive interval ir
the far off future, at the end of the world. The "Man of sin" is only an ephemera
persecutor. His whole power is to continue a mere three and a half years. He wil
be a cunning Jew of the tribe of Dan; a clever infidel who will call himself God
and set himself up in the Jewish temple in Jerusalem. Christians have nothing tc
do with him as such. A Jew is to do all the mischief. The whole evil is but a Jewist
infidel spasm at the end of history before the second advent ofChrist. Therefore
the Reformers were all wrong in their denunciations of the papacy. They wert
foolish, misguided, unreasonable, fanatical, and th'e popes are uncondemned b1
the voice of prophecy and Scripture. In this way many thousands of Protestantt
have learned to abandon the teaching of the Reformers.

The second prong of the Church of Rome's attack has been through tht
Catholic counter-reformation of the l9th century, which was not confined to tht
Oxford Movement but had parallels all over Europe. There was a yearning for tht
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\fiddle Ages as the "age of faith", a growing antipathy to the Reformation and an
niatuation with Rome and the papacy as the defender of traditional values. In a
bading figure like John Henry Newman we can trace the transition from speaking
of the Papacy as antichrist, as he did in his lectures on The Prophetical Office of
drc Church, to his embracing it and submitting to it as the voice of God. This
Dvement led to a softening of Protestant attitudes to the papacy, to the removal
of prayers for deliverance from the papacy. This was the moral victory for which
Rome had looked and worked.

The last and most recent phase in the rehabilitation of the papacy in
Protestantism has been the widespread propaganda campaign mounted by the
present pope and his admirers in the Protestant Churches. The pope's visit to
Britain in 1982 was regarded in exactly this light by Dr. Runcie, Archbishop of
Canterbury, at the time. The aim and purpose of the visit was to exorcise from the
minds of Protestants the image of the pope (that may have lingered from the
Reformation) as a dangerous and sinister figure. The cheerful and smiling pontiff,
embracing and kissing anything that crossed his path, from children to primates,
was intended to lay once and for all the ghost of antichrist. In its place Protestants
have been presented with the shining new image of a father figure, a "holy" father
t-igure, a focus of unity for the Church as a whole. Who, it is asked, can take
exception to that?

But lest we forget, Iet us, even at this eleventh hour, recall the unanimous
testimony of the Reformers, and the conviction to which they all came (though
\lartin Luther was the pioneer), and let us link their testimony with the words of
a recent convert from Roman Catholicism, Franco Maggiotto, who was an arch-
priest in the diocese of Milan:

"The essence ofthe papacy is to forget God . . . the essence ofthe papacy is
to have some other god who is not God. . . . precisely, for this reason, dear
friends, the more intelligent and good a pope is, the more dangerous
he is and the more the sin becomes extremely sinful, because it strongly
reinforces an institution and a power that puts man in, the place of God,
which the Word of God and man's historv have declared as the real sin and
ruin of humanity."l5

POLITICAL MOVEMENT

A movement like the Reformation, though religious and spiritual in its thrust, was
bound to have social and political implications. Th'ere were political forces at
work making for change quite independently of the Reformation; but the fusion
of these took place in the demands of the peasants for greater freedom and
recognition of their alleged rights. The priesthood of all believers did not mean for
Martin Luther equality, but Karlstadt, his colleague, took it so. Luther's Liberty of
the Christinn Man was purely religious, but it was very readily given a social tum.
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The peasants leaders formulated their Twelve Articles. These opened with
phrases reminiscent of Luther himself. They asked for the right to choose their
own ministers, for rights for common land, for hunting and fishing, they asked for
the abolition of certain tithes and for the abolition of serfdom. Luther was pleased
with the evangelical ring of the articles but he disparaged their demands. Above
all he refused to countenance any resort to force to achieve those demands. He
feared that the outcome would be chaos: he appealed for abitration.

But neither the princes nor the peasants would heed Luther. The conflict came
and with it the anarchy and bloodshed that he had feared and of which he had
wamed. The peasants had been spurred on by Thomas Mtintzer, who showed a
great contempt for Luther and his attempts at mediation. When the storm broke,
Luther tried to stem the flood by going down amongst the peasants and
remonstrating with them, but he only met with derision and physical abuse. He
then wrote his tract, Against the Murderous and Thieving Hordes of Peasants. The
princes, he declared, would be justified in putting down the rebellion. They were
entitled to "smite, slay and stab" the peasants.

"It is just as when one must kill a mad dog; if you don't strike him, he will
strike you and the whole land with you."l6

The princes had already acted. They didn't really need Luther's advice or
exhortation to do so. They put down the rebellion with great expedition and
bloodshed.

These events did great harm to the Reformation. Luther was predictably
blamed by both sides; by the Catholic princes because, they said, he was the cause
of the rebellion, which was not true; and by the peasants because they considered
he had reneged on them and had been the instigator of the violence and cruelty of
the princes. But Luther had not only castigated the rebels, he also inveighed
against the princes, who after the victory had treated the poor people with such
excessive cruelty. The devils, he declared, which had gone out of the peasants,
instead of returning to hell, had entered the princes. The result, however, was that
the cause of the Reformation suffered a setback at that point and its influence for
a time became much more restricted.

POLITICAL INVOLVEMENT TODAY

If there is a lesson in all this fbr the present time it is this: The Church in every
age faces the danger of being drawn into political'movements which will bring
dishonour and discredit to the Gospel. We see how Luther studied to avoid
involvement and to insist that his r6le was that of an evangelist and not a leader.
But despite his strong desire not to take sides he was unsuccessful and was
eventually to suffer obloquy from both. "It must needs be that offences come."
Such is the nature of the world that at times there will be no escape from such
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difficulties. But if that is true of men like Luther who sought to avoid political
nvolvement, how much greater is the danger when Church leaders profess to see
dre task of the Church primarily in social and political terms.

This is the state of things in large sections of the Church at the present time.
The World Council of Churches has taken a definite left-wrng stance. It no longer
sees its r6le in terms of spiritual conversion but in terms of changing societies and
effecting those changes sometimes through violence and revolution. Many in the
Church of England also see the rdle of the Church and the nature of the Gospel in
social and political terms first and foremost. The Gospel is considered to have an
rn-built "bias to the poor", to be a manifesto of deliverance from material need
ud physical poverty. Since 1967 this view has gained ground amongst Anglican
Evangelicals, so much so, that the 1977 National Evangelical Anglican Congress
at Nottingham had more to say about politics and social conditions than almost
any other aspect of the Church's work.

All this should be sufficient to cause the alarm bells to ring loudly today. The
Church, or at least, an influential section of the Church, in setting for itself such
a political programme, is embarking upon a course that must eventually bring it
rnto a situation where it will have the worst of all worlds and jeopardise the cause
of the real Gospel it is supposed to serve.

As evangelical Christians it is our vocation to see ourselves as evangelists,
preaching the everlasting Gospel, bearing witness to those unchanging truths
that are applicable to all men of every class in every age. We must be able to
ranscend the social and political divisions of our age. Of course the Gospel has
social and political implications, but they are not to be identified with any one
class or party.

Our trust must be in the power of God's Word to effect its own spiritual
reformation in the world. That is the great lesson that Luther in all his writings
has taught us. I conclude with a quotation from his sermon at Wittenburg, when
he returned and found the town in turmoil and violence and rebuked the
people for it.

"I will preach and discuss, and write; but I will constrain none, for faith is a
voluntary act. See what I have done! I stood up against the pope,
indulgences, and papists, but without violence and tumult. I put forward
God's Word; I preached and wrote - this was all I did. And yet while I was
asleep, or seated familiarly at table with Amsdorff and Melancthon,
drinking and gossipping over our Wittenburg beer, the Word that I had
preached overthrew popery, so that neither prince nor emperor has done it
so much harm. And yet I did nothing; the Word did it all. If I had wished ro
appeal to force, the whole of Germany would perhaps have been deluged
with blood. But what would have been the result? Ruin and desolation
both to body and soul. I therefore kept quiet and left the Word to run
through the world alone. Do you know what the devil thinks when he sees
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men resort to violence to propagate the Gospel through the world? Seated
with folded arms behind the fire of hell, Satan says, with malignant looks
and frightful grin: 'Ah! How wise these madmen are to play my game!'But
when he sees the Word running and contending alone on the field of battle,

o then he is troubled, and his knees knock together; he shudders and faints
with fear."l7
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The Shadow of Good Things
to Come (3)

JACK SEATON ( lnverness)

MOSES AS A TYPE OF CHRIST

MOSES WAS CALLED to be Israel's law giver, guide, leader, judge, shepherd,
and prophet. Moses had one great title, he was the mediator of the old covenant.
The old covenant was the arrangement that God made in which He would deal
with the children of Israel, fulfilling the promise to Abraham that there would be
a multitude of his seed, and they would inherit the land of Canaan. He would be
their God and they would be His people. Moses was the mediator of that old
covenant. A mediator is one who stands between two parties and Moses was the
one that God raised up to stand between Himself and the nation of Israel. It was
through Moses that God told the children of Israel what was required of them, but
it was also through Moses Israel learned what He had provided for them. That
provision was especially displayed in three ways in the tabernacle where God
would meet with them, in the sacrifices that were to be made, especially on the
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J4 of atonement at the hand of the high priest which Moses was to appoint. If
rur read about the rearing up of the tabernacle, God spoke to Moses and told him
ro tell the children of Israel what was required of them. "See, saith he, that thou
nnle all things according to the pattern shewed to thee in the mount" (Hebrews
! 5 ). When it came to the priesthood - as we have already seen - the Lord spake
Io Moses and gave all the instructions about the garments the high priest was
b wear in the exercise of his office and now with regard to the sacrifices, and it
rs through Moses that God tells the people about the sacrifices by which they were

3oing to find their acceptance. He was the shepherd of Israel and the Saviour of
l-rrael in that sense, the law giver, the leader and the prophet, but above all he was
te mediator. He was the one who stood between God and the people, pointing us
o Christ as the mediator of the new covenant.

There is a contrast between the old covenant and the new covenant, but in each
of them there is still the necessity of the mediator. In Hebrews chapter 12, the
Lord's apostle draws that contrast: "For ye are not come unto the mount that
might be touched, and that burned with fire, nor unto blackness, and darkness, and
rempest, And the sound of a trumpet, and the voice of words; which voice they
rhat heard intreated that the word should not be spoken to them any more"
Hebrews 12:18-19). What Paul is referring to is when God gave the ten

commandments as moral law, the written transcript of His own holiness and His
being that we are to understand, and when the people heard the voice of God they
began to quake. It was then they said to Moses, "Speak thou with us, and we will
hear: but let not God speak with us, lest we die" (Exodus 20:19), and in that sense
\{oses became the go-between for those people before God. Moses acted as the
rnediator of the old covenant because they could not come before God in their
own way.

How do we come to God? How do we find acceptance with God? There is but
one way to God and all of that will become clear to us as we go into Leviticus
chapter I and see the sacrifices, the slaying, flaying and the burning of them.
Moses erected the tabernacle, appointed the priesthood, and prescribed the
sacrifices but Christ is the tabernacle, Christ is the priesthood and Christ is the one
sacnfice for sins for ever. All of those old things were glorious, they could not be
anything else because they were appointed by God, but there is a glory that excels
and when the fullness of the time was come God sent forth His only begotten Son,
and all of those things that were given for that time came to their fullness in His
beloved Son.

Was there a tabernacle in those days where God said I will meet with you and
commune with you? Yes there was! That was a grdat arrangement, but John
chapter I says our Lord Jesus Christ came and tabernacled amongst men, and it is
in Christ that God meets with us, communes with us and pours out His blessings
upon us. Was there a priesthood and a high priest in those days who offered up
the acceptable sacrifice to God on that great day of atonement, to grant those
people all the blessings that came from His hand? Yes there was! But as we saw
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previously we have a great High Priest, one who has passed into the heavens,
having made one sacrifice of Himself for our sins for ever more. Was there a
mediator of all of those old covenant arrangements and blessings? Yes there was!
But there is one mediator between God and man, the man Christ Jesus. The one
who became man, the one was very God and is very God of very God and became
very man of very man in order that He might be the mediator between God and
man. The one who stands between, the one who is the God man the only mediator
to bring us to God for ever more. I do not know if you are a believer today, but if
you are not let me say to you, hear this word - one way to God through His
beloved Son - right through all the scope of the Old Testament Scriptures until He
appeared at God's own appointed time. If we have taken that way by the grace of
God in our lives then we can approach unto God with a full assurance of faith, and
know our acceptance in Him, now and for evermore.

APPROPRIATION OF THE BLESSINGS

Continuing our study we now look at two other words, appropriation and
availability. First of all the word appropriation. God pronounced to those people
a way of acceptance for them, but how were they to make that their own, and enter
into the blessings and the benefits that God was providing for them? We are told
about it in the opening verses of Leviticus where we have three other key words
- approach, attitude and action. "And the Lord called unto Moses, and spake unto
him out of the tabernacle of the congregation, saying, Speak unto the children of
Israel, and say unto them, If any man of you bring an offering unto the Lord, ye
shall bring your offering of the cattle, even of the herd, and of the flock. If his
offering be a burnt sacrifice of the herd, let him offer a male without blemish: he
shall offer it of his own voluntary will ar the door of the tabernacle of the
congregation before the Lord. And he shall put his hand upon the head of the burnt
offering; and it shall be accepted for him to make atonement for him. And he shall
kill the bullock before the Lord: and the priests, Aaron's sons, shall bring the
blood, and sprinkle the blood round about upon the altar that is by the door of the
tabernacle of the congregation" (Leviticus I :l-5).

The one who will come to God seeking acceptance must approach God with a
certain thing and at a certain place, and the offering will be such as God Himself
specifies and commands. It may be an offering taken from the flocks, the sheep
or the goats, or it may be an offering taken from the fowls of the air, from the
dovecotes or from the barnyard, but it is to be a male without spot and without
blemish. So that whereas God is willing to accept thede varying kinds of offerings
- the one thing that is to mark out the offering is that it is to be without spot and
without blemish. If anyone doubts that sacrifice is anything other than a picture
of Christ, read what the Lord's apostle Peter says. He makes it abundantly clear it
was Christ, in I Peter, where he brings the whole imagery of how the people of
God have been brought out of darkness and sin. Using the figure of the old
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&itance contrasted to our inheritance in heaven, he says, We have "an

&itance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away" (l Peter 1:4).
The Israelites came out of Egypt with their loins girded, staffs in their hands and
rndals on their feet, so you gird up the loins of your mind because you are going
,.o a pilgrimage. Then he speaks about how we have been redeemed from Egypt.
-f-orasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with comrptible things, as
nlver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your
:rthers; But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and
^ :rout spot" (l Peter I : I 8- l9). When the offerer came he would offer a sacrifice
rhrch had to be without spot and without blemish, as God specified.

CHRIST OUR SACRIFICE

ln John Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress, there is a great character called Mr. Stand-
fast and the first time you meet him he is on his knees praying, and that is the way
le stand fast. The pilgrim asks him the things concerning his life and the battle
he has just fought with Madam Bubble, which is the world. Bunyan gives a
Jescription of Madam Bubble, as she fingered her purse trying to entice him off
the pilgrim path, but he withstood her. He stood fast against the world saying to
the pilgrim: "I have longed to hear my Lord spoken of and wherever I have
seen His footprint in the earth there I have coveted to set my foot also." The
OId Testament has the footprints of our Lord Jesus Christ, giving an assurance
to our faith which is not something that came out of a vacuum, but was planned
and purchased from before the foundation of the world. When the apostle says
old things are the shadows of the good things to come, many people look at
that statement and say: "When Christ came He showed us what the shadows
'*ere." That is true but it is not all, because you cannot have a shadow until you
have a body, which is the eternal heart and mind of God, but when Christ
came, we were able to see what they were shadows of, although they were there
all the time. Look for Christ every time you open up the Scriptures. Turn to the
Word of God with the Lord's own words. "Moses wrote of me." When we do that
we can see Christ, but Paul says the Jewish people had a veil upon their hearts.
Moses had a veil upon his face because he could not look upon the glory of God,
but these had a veil upon their hearts failing to see the glories that excel in Jesus
Christ the Saviour.

The Ethiopian Eunuch was going across the desert reading from Isaiah chapter
53, when Philip the Evangelist came alongside and asked him if he knew what he
was reading. "How can I know?" he says, "except'some man guide me." "Of

whom speaketh the prophet this," he asked Philip, "of himself or of some other
man?" (Acts 8:34). Whatever it was the Ethiopian understood out of those
Scriptures, he knew he was not reading about an animal. When he read about a
sheep brought to the slaughter and a lamb before her shearers being dumb he
knew hb was reading about a person, and he wanted to know "who is the
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person?". "Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same scripture, and
preached unto him Jesus" (Acts 8:35). Jesus is the Lamb that was dumb, brought
before the shearers.

We are not to read the Bible blindly. Christ is the sacrifice without spot or
blemish, for even His enemies had to seek out false witnesses against Him. Pilate,
when he examined Him, just as the Passover lambs were examined when they
came out of the land of Egypt, said "I find no fault in this man" (Luke 23:4), and
Pilate's wife advised her husband to, "have thou nothing to do with that just man:
for I have suffered many things this day in a dream because of him" (Matthew
27:19). The centurion at the cross declared, "Certainly this was a righteous man"
(Luke 23:47). Peter speaks about Him in that lamb-like way, "who did no sin,
neither was guile found in his mouth" (l Peter 2:22).The apostle Paul calls Him
our great High Priest, "For such an high priest became us, who is holy, harmless,
undefiled, separate from sinners" (Hebrews 7:26). This sacrifice had to be of a
certain kind, without spot and without blemish. For any of us to find an
acceptance before God, we need to approach God with what He prescribes, His
beloved Son the One who is the Saviour of all who believe on His name.

The Fiery Darts of the Wicked One
DUDLEY J. BRADSHAW (Brooke, Norwich)

"Above all taking the shield of fttith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench
all the fiery darts of the wicked one" (Ephesians 6: l6)

THE CHRISTIAN LIFE is a life of joy and peace. But at the same time it is a life
of constant warfare against the world and its ways, the flesh and its lusts, and
against the wicked one and his fiery da(s. And sometimes this latter aspect of it
is a struggle of terrifying fierceness and great distress of mind and soul.

We have to realise that the spiritual warfare, if we are true Christians, is not so
much against tangible things of flesh and blood, but against principalities and
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, and against spiritual
wickedness in high places. opposed to us there lies a vast army of spiritual
forces - well organised and very methodical. Scrlpture speaks of the "wiles"

(Greek - "methods") of satan. And he, as the commander of the forces arrayed
against us, is very methodical. He works to a carefully planned strategy, and is
supernatural in his power. He even fought against our blessed Lord Jesus, so it is
no wonder that he fights against His followers. His aim is really twofold - firstly
to try to keep us from reaching heaven if he can, just as he tried to keep the Lord
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irrus from accomplishing His saving purposes. If he cannot do that, his second
r is of trying to hurt the people of the Lord, and make their lives as miserable
rr he can. And with all his supernatural power he tries his hardest to do so, and
rr effort is too great for him. But before going any further, I must make two really
rlel points.

tlc reality of Satan's power

U se fail to recognise this as a reality - this power, malice and hatred against all
tc Lord's people, we shall get hurt, and badly hurt. We need to remember the
rrth of Scripture contained in the hymn:

" Principalities and powers, mustering their unseen array
Wait for thy unguarded hours - watch, and pray."

Tb reality of Christ's total Lordship

ln spite of the reality of Satan's devices, we must never be afraid. If we are truly
Jx Lord's people, then "greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world".
\o true Christian can ever fail to reach heaven at last, for God's promise is "he

rhich hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus
Christ". If we neglect the first of these truths, we shall get hurt. Paul speaks in
Corinthians of being saved, yet so as by fire. If we neglect the second, we shall
iuffer unnecessary fears and even terrors of falling short at last. We need to hold
:irese two tnfihs always in right balance.

WHAT IS MEANT BY "FIERY DARTS''?
r*'e are taken back here to the methods of warfare in Roman times. One of the
'reapons was this dart. It was very sharp, but was also smeared with inflammable
rraterial. The whole idea was to set fire to the dart, then to shoot it high in the air
rn great numbers, so that these darts rained down like a shower, seeking to pierce
rhe flesh of those upon whom they fell. The purpose was first of all to kill, and to
krll painfully. Burning is one of the greatest and most teniblepains human beings
;an know. But if they did not kill, their secondary aim was simply to cause this
win. Even if it was not fatal, at least the pain itself would render the victim
rncapable of doing anything - he would be completely out of action. Can you
rmagine the agony of having a flaming dart actually stuck in your body, and being
unable to pull it out?

And then, of course, there is the element of surprise. These darts would
suddenly rain down on you from the sky without warning. So we must say that
rhey are a picture of Satan's sudden and unexpected attacks in the realm of the
mind and spirit of the Lord's people. Sudden suggestions, sudden thoughts,
sudden evil imaginations or wicked temptations - all very much inward - nobody
but you knows that they have come. Butyou know! And thev come often when
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we are least expecting them, and we are so taken up with the pain of them that we
can easily think that they have come from within us, from our own hearts. And
often they come not just singly but in showers.

Now the Lord's people must be prepared for this to happen, and aware that it
does happen - even to the saintliest of such people. We do not often hear it spoken
of, it is a very intimate subject, and in much of today's Church most people fear
that others would not understand, much less sympathise. When we look to the
Puritan writers, we find it is more common than generally supposed. William
Bridge knew it. John Bunyan knew it. J. C. Philpot knew it. C. H. Spurgeon knew
it. Hymnwriter Joseph Hart knew it. Christian believers, realise that you are in
good company when it hits yonl

As I have already hinted, there is a real danger that when we are assailed in this
way, we fail to recognise that these things are Satan's fiery darts, and we get them
muddled up with our own thoughts, and think that they have arisen from within
as - that we are guilty of them. And this leads to the most intense spiritual pain -
even to agony of soul. Do you know anything of this? Are you prepared for it?
Even if this has not happened to you as yet, be prepared, for it may come when
you are least expecting it.

WHEN DO THESE DARTS COME?

There is no set pattern. Always the element of surprise - ambush.

" Gird thy heavenly armour on. Wear it ever, night and day
Ambushed lies the evil one. Watch and pray."

But let me now suggest to you some of the times when these darts may come.
The list is far from exhaustive, but I trust that it may prove helpful to some degree.

First of all, we may expect these fiery darts when most we are seeking and
praying for deeper sanctification. We hear the command to follow after
righteousness and true holiness - to grow in grace and in the knowledge of the
Lord Jesus Christ - to seek to be more like Him. There. arises in the heart an
intense longing to come closer to the Lord and to be just exactly what He would
have us to be. And we pray for this with real earnestness and strong desire. Then
suddenly there cornes in a fiery dart of unbelief - of sinful thought - of unclean
desire. And immediately we think it has come from our own minds, whereas it is
really one of Satan's fiery darts.

John Newton expressed this superbly in verse, when he wrote -

"I asked the Lord that I might grow in wisdom, love and every grace,
Might more of His salvation know, and seek more earnestly His face.

I thought that in some favoured hour at once He'd answer my request,
, And by His love's constraining power, subdue my sins and give me rest.
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Instead of this, He made me feel the hidden evils of my heart
And bade the angry powers of hell assault my soul in every part."

\nd Newton goes on to describe with wonderful accuracy the anguish of the soul
rs it feels more and more intensely the filth of sin within. And this is far from an
rsolated or unusual experience. The whole hymn is well worth reading, and has
oflen been of immense comfort to struggling souls, including my own.

ln the second place, we may expect these fiery darts when all is going well in
6e spiritual life, or in the things of Providence. It is the summer of the soul. No
storrns arise, and we have peace within. Happy in communion with the Lord.
Enjoying freedom in prayer. But it is so easyjust then to be caught offguard, and
even become just a little careless - and there comes suddenly the fiery dart.

Or perhaps after some great victory or special blessing in the journey of the
sul as in the case of Elijah. Totally unafraid on Mount Carmel, with the wonder
of the fire coming down from heaven. A majestic and thrilling triumph of faith as
he alone faced the prophets of Baal and of the Groves. But then - the fiery dart
lrom the wicked one, and he flees in terror from the threat of just one woman, and
prays that he might die! The contrast is almost unbelievable, but it is true. Or
pcrhaps when weary or even exhausted, like Peter after Gethsemane. "I will not
deny thee in any wise," was his passionate assertion originally. But yet Satan's
hery dart in the form of the words of a mere servant girl caught him out and he
Jenied his Lord with oaths and curses.

WHAT IS SATAN'S DESIGN IN HURLING TI{ESE DARTS?

He cannot hurt the Lord personally, for His days of temptation are over for eveq
and He is now glorified in heaven. So Satan seeks to hurt Him by hurting His
members who are still on earth. The Lord Jesus, in a way we cannot fully
understand, really does feel for His saints in their spiritual warfare. He feels for
them in any weakness or distress, and is touched with the feeling of their
rnfirmities. Of Satan's hatred of Christ there is no limit that we can see, and he
vents that hatred on His people. I personally believe that Satan knows he cannot
prevent any of the Lord's true people from reaching heaven, but such is his malice
that he tries to cause them as much pain and agony as possible in their souls.
Distress and anguish are his aim in shooting these fiery darts.

When a Christian walks with the Lord in the light of His Word, and has
assurance of sin forgiven, and liberty in prayer, and precious communion with
God, and a sense of the divine favour, he is really happy. He walks with a
lightsome step and a joyful heart.In the realm of his fei:lings he has peace and joy
abounding. It is most blessed to be like that, and Satan does not like to see it! But
if he can bring a Christian to misery and anguish in the realm of his thoughts and
feelings, it gives him a perverse delight to do so. And if he can, by these means,
destroy our inward peace and our joy and fellowship with the Lord, he will use
every means in his power to do so.



104 . . {The Gospel Magazine

LET US NOW LOOK AT SOME OF THESE FIERY DARTS

There is the dart of bringing our sins into vivid recollection

Satan is a past master at this. Sins long since forgotten by us he can, and does,
bring back into our minds with startling clarity. Sins of our youth can and do
suddenly rise up and condemn us. The psalmist rightly cried, "Remember not the
sins of my youth". But perhaps even more painful is the recollection of sins
committed since our conversion to the Lord. "Look!" says the evil one. "You have
sinned against light and love. You have gone beyond the reach of mercy. You are
a backslider. Your whole position is false - all you have is merely on the surface."
He will conceal from you all the good you have ever done in Jesus' Name, and
magnify every sin committed since conversion. It is amazing how he can bring
back to your mind the remembrance of sins committed - unholy thoughts, words,
deeds, and things of long ago which have lain hidden in the memory, perhaps for
years. And he will turn the spotlight on them and say - "Look. This is the real you.
You have sinned against the Holy Spirit. There is no pardon for you."

This can be, and often is, a terrible experience - this fiery dart. It causes
intense pain and spiritual distress, sometimes beyond description. Have you
ever experienced it? Perhaps not, but be prepared, and do not be surprised if
it happens!

Or there can be the dart of casting doubt on our conversion
"Ah!" says Satan, "you never were truly converted. You never had a real and deep
conviction of sin. You just made a human decision. Your faith is not a God-given
faith - you are like all those others who have made a fair showing in the flesh but
they did not last. You are like Judas. He was never a real disciple. You are like
Demas, who lefi Paul because he loved this present world. You are a stony ground
hearer - made a good show at first, but the root of the matter was never in you."
This is a most painful dart!

Or there can be some strange "fiery trial"

. . . as mentioned in Peter's first Letter. There are some trials which are so personal
and individual that we cannot share them with anyone. And this makes them
particularly painful and distressing because we feel so utterly alone in them. Peter
speaks of a "strange" fiery trial which is to try you, as though some "strange"

thing had happened to you. And the word "strange".here means "foreign, alien,
unusual" - something which took you by surprise. Something you do not
understand, and would scarcely have believed could happen to you. But it ftas
happened, and you do not know what to do with it or how to cope with it. Each
one of us may have our peculiar fiery trial of this nature. It may be that you are
undergoing this, and feel that you cannot cope with it or get rid of it. And the Lord
seems silent when you cry to Him.
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C)r there may come the fiery dart of sudden temptation to sin
()ur hearts are full of combustible material. Even so holy a man as David was
nflamed by such a dart. It was but a glance at Bathsheba, but he fell into a long
--ourse of adultery, deceit and murder. Even the sweet singer of Israel and author
of those wonderful Psalms was caught off guard and trapped in a moment.

Or there is the fiery dart of some filthy or blasphemous thought
It can come suddenly and apparently from nowhere. This can be really
fnghtening, and is more common than many people think. Martin Luther and
C. H. Spurgeon both suffered from this, and so did John Bunyan and others. I was
rcading recently of a true man of God who was unspeakably distressed in this
*.ay, and could obtain no relief day nor night for a long period - and this at a time
s'hen he was praying and seeking especially to glorify God. But what are we to
do when these darts come?

WE ARE TO HOLD UP THE SHIELD OF FAITH

And this, says our text, is the weapon whereby we shall be able to quench all the
fiery darts of the wicked one. Faith in the word of God over and above the most
trightening and distressing of Satan's fiery darts. God's Word is a mighty shield.
shields in Roman times were backed with metal, and no fiery dart whatsoever
;ould pierce them. Such is the Word of God, on which our faith rests.

We must learn to use that Word, that we may know how to hold it up and use
rl at the right time and place to quench those fiery darts. The importance of
sarurating ourselves in Holy Scripture, by the grace of God, simply cannot be
overestimated. For faith is not just hope, it is absolute certainty. But it has to be
used and exercised. We must take hold of the shield. We must know which
scripture to use against which fiery dart. The actual use of the shield is all-
rmportant. Grasp it! Hold it! Seek the help of the Holy Spirit in knowing when,
where, and how to use it.

Going back to some of the darts mentioned earlier, let u6 see how this works
out. When Satan brings our sins into vivid recollection Hold up this shield: "The

blood of Jesus Christ . . . cleanseth us from all sin." rt goes on cleansing - that is
the meaning. "Sin shall not have dominion over you." "There is therefore now no
condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus."

When Satan casts doubt on our conversion. Hold up this shield: "He that
heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and
shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life." Hold it
high, that it may quench that fiery dart!

When Satan casts the dart of some strange fiery trial. Hold up this shield: "But

God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able." Or
again: "When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee . . . when thou
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walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned." In other words - you will be
rid of this trial - you are passing through it, not caught up permanently in it.

The important thing is to know, by God's grace, which Scriptures to use for
which fiery dart. We are to reason and talk to ourselves from the Word of God.
We are to take it as the ground of our faith - let God be true and every man a liar.
Not Satan's lies, suggestions and arguments, but the plain statements of God's
Word. Here alone is our shield, and we have the promise that it is a weapon with
which we shall be ahle to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one. May we
all, by His grace, be enabled to prove it.

- a -

Book Reviews
Writings of Thomas Peck,3 Volumes. The Banner of Thuth Thust. f39.95.

Peck was born in 1822 and died in 1893. He was a tutor at Union Theological
Seminary in its heyday as a Reformed College.

He was a man of penetrating intellect which he brought to bear on many
different subjects, all of which are still of great importance to us today. For
example, in Volume 2 he has a paper on Science and Revelation in which he
enunciates certain principles which are perennial; e.g.: "If the universe and the
Bible come from the same author, they can never contradict each other. . . . " Or
again: "The interpretation of nature must not contradict the interpretation of the
Word . bear in mind that the question here is not about facts, but the
interpretation of facts." He brings these principles to bear upon a particular
question, that of pre-history: "The origin of the world is from the nature of the
case . . a matter lying beyond the range of science and of human history. The
Creator of it is the only competent witness. How his testimony, as the Church
believes, was given through and recorded by Moses; and this testimony must
override, annul or correct all conclusions and inferences from analogy what-
soever, (a) because in all such inferences the only guide of,the reason is analogy.
It is a maxim universally admitted that 'all causes will produce like effects'. This
maxim makes science a prophet - it can predict;and the fulfilment of its predic-
tions establish its claim to be science. But the converse of the maxim, that 'l ike

effects must have been produced by like causes' is not equally valid. If it were,
science would be a historian as well as aprophet, which it is not" (page29).

I quote this as an example of the penetration that Peck brings to a subject and
which seems to be lacking in Christian apologetics these days.

Again, his critique of the "New Theology" of Horace Bushnell and his book,
God was in Christ is acute. Peck exposes the fundamental weaknesses and
contradictions of Bushnell's subjective theory of the atonement, showing that if,
as Bushnell claimed, it was a platfbrm thit could be shared by Pro-resranrs,
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ghilosophers and papists, it must have very little real content. Bushnell, says Peck,
:lls us that " 'he has been the readier' as a result of his theory, 'to accept as many
crwds as fell in his way'. The only damning sin is to believe anything rn
prticular"' (page 45). This has echoes today when anyrhing seems to go in the
Churches. "These 'Discourses'," Peck concludes, "furnish melancholy evidence
of the progress of infidel principles in the Church. The time was when the denial
of the divine authority of the Scriptures was a distinguishing badge of the enemies
of Christianity; that time has past."

other papers in volume 2 include "The Reformation . . . its causes and Results:-The Place of Ancient Greece in the Providential Order"; and "Progress in
Tleology", etc. volume 1 likewise contains many papers of great usefulness and
rclevance, such as "The Worship of the Church", "fhe Lord's Supper: Infant
Baptism"; "Observance of the Lord's Day"; "Revivals of.Religion", etc. Volume
-i contains material which is more of an expository nature with notes and sermons
on Acts, and other serrnons and outlines. These books are a valuable resource for
6e minister and the student. D.N.S.

The Searcher of Hearts. John Newton. christian Focus Publications. ISBN
3146. pp. 160. S6.99.

These unpublished notes on Romans 8:26-34, transcribed by Marylynn Rouse,
were originally prepared for Newton and Cowper's midweek meetings at olney,
end God honoured them in awakening many to their true state. That alone makes
them of great interest to God's children. Newton had outstanding experience of
God, a genuinely holy life and knowledge of men. A sailor to the end, with a bluff,
direct, commanding, and yet gently friendly manner, his searching words were
rceptable to all, especially the young. Anyone expecting a complete exposition
of these verses will be disappointed, but Newton's strength lies in speaking,
through exposition, to the heart.

The modernising of these 28 lectures is not overdone, and the AV is retained.

E.M.

.|mazing Love. The Parabte of the Protligal Son. lot n R. de Witt. The
Banner ofTfuth Ttust. ISBN 0 851151. pp. 160. S3.50.

Dr. de witt is a Trustee of the Banner of rruth Trust and served in several
congregations in the United States. This 1999 reprint (first published in 1981)
coincides with the commemoration of the fortieth anniversary of the author's
ordination in the ministry of God's Word.

There is clarity in the sermons, making clear the grace of God and the need for
repentance by all men everywhere. No one who reads this book will be left in
any doubt about the Saviour's call to forsake sin, whether as a prodigal, or as a
.elf-satisfied elder brothe.. 

,.a.
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Overcoming h.fe\ Difficulties. Peter Jeffrey. Evangelical Press. ISBN 0
85234 434 l. pp. 128 paperback. 94.95.

This book is subtitled Learning from the Book of Joshua. The Introduction states
the need to study the Old Testament, and to see that it is relevant for today. It
shows that the spiritual life is not an endless line of prosperity and ease, but a
continual battle, as demonstrated by the invasion of Canaan.

The author begins by taking small steps into the early chapters of Joshua,
taking note of the various lessons being taught about the nature of the battle with
temptation and sin, and showing how God is continually teaching His people
through all manner of trials. He then begins to lengthen his stride through the
book, pausing at various points to draw further lessons. All of these are relevant
to individual believers, to groups, and to congregations. Each lesson is contained
in a short chapter, with brief sections and clear application. The final chapter,
Being totally committed to God, is a call to study history (both in the Bible and
after) to see how God has kept faith with His people down the ages. This should
encourage all believers to trust Him in all circumstances, rather than become
despondent. The other characteristic Christians need is total commitment to God.
There can be no half-hearted service for God; it is all or nothing. Since Christ has
done all for us we must do all for Him.

The book is readable, clear, and straightforward. It is a good introduction to an
area so often ignored in the Church at large. It serves as something of an antidote
to the insipid thinking that passes for the Gospel among so many today, for here
we see that being a Christian is not the key to a life of ease and rest.

Quotations are from the NIV; when the NIV is put beside any decent writing its
poverty of style and language becomes very plain. E.J.M.
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