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Revilest thou God's High Priest?

IT is taken that the Apostle Paul is so plain spoken that he rouses a member of the
Sanhedrin to strike him, and retorts by accusing the High Priest of hypocrisy,
calling down a curse from God on his head. This behaviour is unfavourably
compared to Christ's trial before that same body, who when He was reviled,
reviled not again, but as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so opened He not
his mouth.

Such criticism misses the point. As the Apostle had recently stood to witness to
the people on the stairs, so here he stands before the rulers, to make a last appeal
from God, before he turns away forever to the Gentiles, and the horrible
consequences of the Jews' rejection of Messiah come upon them.

He holds his gaze steady, speaks as an equal to the "men, brethren and fathers",
as the man they sent as their emissary years before, and claims before God a good
conscience in his manner of living. The word he uses can only mean as to his
citizenship of God's nation. He has lived in all good conscience, not just
generally, but as a devout Jew until this day. He means, "I deny the apostasy with
which you tax me".

Struck on the mouth, he quietly states the lawlessness of the unjust act,
punishing a man unheard. He has been a faithful minister of the circumcision, and
in condemning him they condemn his Master.

One accuses him of reviling God's High Priest. Paul's reply, "I whist not",
is taken as an admission by a man who realises that he has acted badly.
However, the mixed tenses of his reply are literally, "I did not know (and I do
not know now), that he is God's High Priest". Is Paul ironically referring to the
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unworthiness of Ananias? No, but rather that Ananias has so violated the Law as
no longer to be in any sense the true High Priest.

This is the turning point of Jewish history. And Paul is under our Lord's
promise in Matthew 10:19-20, repeated in Mark 13:11: "But when they deliver
you up, take no thought how or what ye shall speak: for it shall be given you in
that same hour what ye shall speak. For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of
your Father which speaketh in you."

All over the English-speaking world, we British Christians are regarded as
having failed to speak out and turn away from us all those evils that we as a
Church and nation so righteously have deserved. It is widely reported that if we
had been more assertive and louder, things would not be as they are today. We
reply that our quiet voices, typified by the Gospel Magazine, copy both our Lord
and His great Apostle. In dress, bearing, speech and worship, we are neither nice
nor over-fastidious in the defence and proclamation of the Gospel. Rather, in the
face of the rough, loud brashness of modern life which has infected even the
worship offered to the Holy One, this quiet boldness is what the Holy Ghost

. teacheth. Wisdom will be justified of her children, for the words of wise men are
heard in quiet more than the cry of him that ruleth among fools.

_e_

1[

Not in Vain in the Lord
ROGER BECKWITH

A Sermon preached at the Burial service of the
Reverend John Herbert Algar, vicar ofSt. Martin and St. Paul, Tipton,

at St. Paul's church, on 19th February 2001

(Mr. Algar's sermons have occasionally been printed in the Gospel Magazine)

MY text is the concluding verse of the lesson just read in the Prayer Book Burial
service, 1 Corinthians 15:58: "Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast,
unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know
that your labour is not in vain in the Lord."

I would like to begin by expressing my sympathy to the congregation here at
St. Paul's in the loss of their pastor. I would also like to express my gratitude to
the rural dean (a friend of recent days) for inviting me to preach at this
thanksgiving service for myoid friend John Algar. A thanksgiving service is what
the Prayer Book Burial service really is - a service of thanksgiving for the one
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who has died, and of prayer for ourselves; and it is always a joy when one can
give thanks with full sincerity for the one who has died, and with confidence that
he has entered into the joy of his Lord.

I first knew John about 45 years ago when I was in my first curacy at Harold
Wood in Essex, a place named after the last of the Saxon kings, who had had a
hunting-lodge in the vicinity. John was an ordinand in the parish, where the vicar
was Don Churchman; and John was already displaying that gift for helpful
exposition of Scripture which was to be a keynote of his ministry. I remember
saying to him once: "When I retire, I should like to move to your parish and let
you minister to me" (one says these things but, of course, it was not to be). John
was trained for the ministry at the old Tyndale Hall in Bristol, a college which the
late Bishop Cockin of Bristol, when he heard someone speaking contemptuously
of it, defended by saying that it not only taught its students to love their Bible but
to love their Prayer Book as well - more than can be said for some other colleges,
he added. So we need not be surprised that John was not just a Bible-man, but also
a Prayer Book-man, as the service we are using today bears witness. Of course,
he was trained before liturgical revision began, but he continued to hold that the
old is better. And there was a third mark of his ministry too, which was his
diligence in pastoral care.

John went for his first curacy to Stapenhill, under the late Fred Jarvis, and then
for his second to the very different parish of Willesborough with Hinxhill in Kent,
where he was minister-in-charge of Christchurch; after which he returned to his
roots and accepted the incumbency of St. Martin's, Tipton, which, later linked
with St. Paul's, he held until the end of his life. He was one of those who, like the
recently retired Bishop of Chichester, had been appointed to his post before the
Clergy Retirement Measure came into force, and therefore had a life-long tenure; .
and, despite the blandishments of archdeacons, John resolved to exercise this to
the full. John's mother lived with him for many years, prior to her death, but he
had few other relatives, and he never married. He w.as a quiet, gentle, humble man
of God. Many will remember him with gratitude and affection.

When the body becomes a burden, through mortal sickness, it is a relief to the
spirit to lay it aside; and for a Christian, who longs to be with Jesus, to lay it aside
is a joy. "To depart and be with Christ is far better," says Paul to the Philippian
Christians, and "absent from the body, present with the Lord" to the Corinthian
Christians, in his Second Epistle, chapter 5. But he also tells them in that place that
to be absent from the body is not the best state ofall for Christians. The best state,
and the final state, is to receive our resurrection bodies, so that we can be truly like
our Saviour, Jesus Christ Himself, risen from the dead. And that was the theme of
our reading at this service, from 1 Corinthians chapter 15: the resurrection of the
body. We do not just look forward to being a group of happy spirits surrounding
our Saviour in His resurrection body, though that will probably be our lot for a
time. Jesus will forever be surrounded by happy spirits, but they will be angels, not
men; for a man is not just a spirit, but a spirit with a body. And the Son of God, as
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the Epistle to the Hebrews points out, did not take upon Himself the nature of an
angel but the nature of a man. It was not enough for Jesus, therefore, that His spirit
should survive death, as Bishop Jenkins of Durham thought: He had to defeat
death in His body, and to be raised again. Just as He had defeated sin on the cross,
and paid, though sinless Himself, the debt that sinners owed, so at His resurrection
He defeated death, the wages of sin, and rose again to a new and endless life. And
what is true of our Saviour will be true of us whom He saved. "But," as our lesson
said, "every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are
Christ's at his coming" (verse 23). When His coming occurs, we too shall enjoy the
life of a body exempt from pain and sickness and death, a body free from many of
the limitations of earthly existence, a body out of the reach of temptation and sin,
a body made glorious by irradiating the glory of heaven, which the Lord will bring
with Him when He returns. Then, as St. John says in his First Epistle, "we shall be
like him; for we shall see him as he is" (1 John 3:2).

When will this happen? At the consummation of all things. And when will that
be? We are not told, but we are warned to be ready. Many will not be ready -

, many are not expecting it to happen - but it will happen, and St. Paul in our
reading tells us how. "Behold, I shew you a mystery (a "mystery" means a secret);
We shall not all sleep (that is, die), but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in
the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead
shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed" (verses 51-52). At a time
when many Christians have died, he says, but some are still alive - a time like
now - the trumpet will sound. It sounded when the Lord descended on Mount
Sinai to reveal the Ten Commandments. "The voice of the trumpet exceeding
loud" accompanied His coming, we read in Exodus chapter 19, and "all the people
that was in the camp trembled." It will sound again when the same Lord descends
once more from heaven, wrapped not in darkness, as on that earlier occasion, but
in His glorified humanity, and accompanied by all the hosts of heaven. And the
great purpose of His coming will be to destroy death. "The dead will be raised
incorruptible," and those who have not died will be "changed" - they will receive
their resurrection bodies without passing through death. "So when this corruptible
shall have put on incorruption," Paul continues (verses 54-58), "and this mortal
shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is
written (in Isaiah, that is), Death is swallowed up in victory. 0 death, where is thy
sting? 0 grave, where is thy victory? The sting (the deadly sting) of death is sin;
and the strength of sin is the law (God's broken Law). But (since Christ dealt with
all that by His sacrifice on the cross) thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ. (John, whom we are burying today, will be sharing
in that victory, I am sure, and we too can share in it if we never despair, but
hold our faith steadfast to the end.) Therefore, my beloved brethren," Paul
concludes, "be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the
Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord." Indeed
it is not in vain, for Christ, in whom we trust, will triumph at the last.
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For Younger Readers
CARINE MACKENZIE

ADOPTED BY GOD

77

HAVE you noticed the new young lambs in the fields? It is always exciting to see
the signs of new life in the springtime.

Lambing season is a very busy time for the farmer. He has lots to do to ensure
that both the mother ewe and the new lamb are safe and well. Sometimes a lamb
is so weak or sick that it dies. Another ewe could give birth to three or more lambs
and would be unable to provide enough milk for all her lambs.

The shepherd is able to do something very clever. He takes the skin off the dead
lamb and makes a coat or covering for one of the lamb triplets. The mother sheep
gets the smell of her own lamb from the coat and accepts or adopts the other lamb
as her own. Once she has fed and looked after the adopted lamb for several days
she completely accepts it.

The Bible tells us that those for whom Christ died are the adopted children of
God. Jesus Christ is the truly begotten Son of God but God counts us as righteous
in His sight and true sons or daughters of His, if we are covered in the robe of
Christ's righteousness. If we are trusting in the finished work of Christ and not in
our own goodness or works, that is described as being covered with the robe of
Christ's righteousness. Only then does God accept us as His adopted child,
"according to the good pleasure of his will".

Because of what Christ has done, we can call God our Father. Because of the •
love that the Father has showered on us, we can be called the sons of God. The
Bible describes God's people as heirs of God, joint-heirs with Christ. We have all
the privileges of being a son of God - assurance of GoO's love, peace which passes
all understanding and joy in the Lord. The promise of the inheritance in heaven,
being with God throughout all eternity, is also given to the joint-heir with Christ.

The mother sheep provides the adopted lamb with milk, the vital food that it
needs for survival and growth. God provides His children with the milk of the
Word of God. The Word gives us the nourishment that our soul needs to grow in
grace and in the knowledge of the Lord. Without it we would perish.

The mother sheep also provides protection in the stormy or cold weather. Often
you will see the lamb snuggled up behind the mother, sheltering from the wind
and rain. God provides shelter and protection for His children. Pray that God will
keep you from harm, and temptation and sin.

BIBLE SEARCH

Find the missing words from the Bible verses. If your answers are correct the
initial letters will spell out the subject of the story.



78 The Gospel Magazine

1. And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your
hearts, crying, Father (Galatians 4:6).

2. And I will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and _
saith the Lord Almighty (2 Corinthians 6:18).

3. In that day there shall be a fountain ... for sin and for unclean-
ness (Zechariah 13:1).

4. But as many as received him, to them gave he to become the
sons of God (John 1:12).

5. But he (Jesus Christ) was wounded for our (Isaiah 53:5).

6. Be not slothful but followers of them who through faith and patience _
the promises (Hebrews 6:12).

7. In whom also we have an inheritance ... (Ephesians 1:11).

8. Beloved, we are the sons of God (1 John 3:2).

-e-

How Queen Victoria
Upheld the Light

Taken from The Story of the Light that Never Went Out,
originally published by the Imperial Protestant Federation, forerunner

of the United Protestant Council. Published by kind permission,
to mark the centenary of the close of Victoria's life and era.

Also to give a true picture of her, in the face of constant slander today.

"I WILL be good," was the exclamation of Victoria when she learned of the
probability of her succession to the throne. She was then but twelve years old. A
genealogical table had been placed in a book she was studying. When the princess
opened it, and noticed the document, she said: "I never saw that before."

"It was not thought necessary that you should, princess," was the reply.
Examining the paper, the young girl said: "I see I am nearer the throne than I

thought." After a few minutes' grave consideration, she continued, lifting her
forefinger: "Now many a child would boast; but they don't know the difficulty.
There is much splendour, but more responsibility." Then giving her small hand to
her governess, Baroness Lehzen, she resumed: "I will be good. I understand now
why you wanted me so much to lea~n Latin. My cousins, Augusta and Mary, never
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did; but you told me Latin is the foundation of English Grammar and all elegant
expressions, and I learned it, as you wished it. But I understand all better now. I
will be good. "

When, at last, William IV, died, the first act of the young Queen on hearing the
news was to pray. We can imagine her, just wakened out of her sleep, and
suddenly summoned to the presence of the Archbishop of Canterbury and the
Lord Chamberlain, dressed "in a loose white nightgown and shawl, her night-cap
thrown off, and her hair falling upon her shoulders, her feet in slippers, and tears
in her eyes, but perfectly collected and dignified."

"I ask your prayers on my behalf," were the first words of the young sovereign.
So the three knelt down to seek the Divine blessing. It must have been a pathetic
sight - the early dawn stealing across the scene, and falling on the kneeling trio,
while the fervent prayer and the bowed hearts were a fit prelude to the glorious
Victorian era, when the "Light that can never go out" was destined to shine with
greater effulgence than it had ever done before.

A good foundation in the early training of the princess had been laid. Every day
the Duchess of Kent had led her to read a portion of the Bible, and to pray as if
speaking to her best Friend and only Saviour. Very simple had been the childhood
days of the great queen. We can picture the fair, bright face, as she sat at a little
table by her mother's side, in the warm spring morning, taking breakfast on the
lawn at Kensington Palace, or riding on her donkey, with its gay rosettes of blue
ribbon, or playing with child-like glee and merry laughter on the sands by the
sea-side. Later on we find her visiting places of historical fame about England,
also entering factories, and taking a keen and intelligent interest in the various
processes of manufacture. Thus was formed that bond of sympathy between
Victoria and her people, which time strengthened and increased.

We must bear in mind that Victoria the Great was a Protestant Queen. At her
first Privy Council on 21st June 1837 she read a Declaration saying: "It will be
my increasing duty to maintain the Reformed Religion as by law established,
securing at the same time to all the full enjoyment of religious liberty." The law
passed in the reign of William III made it illegal for any but a Protestant to hold
the English sceptre. Scotland also required the sovereign to take an oath to
"inviolably maintain and preserve the settlement of the true Protestant religion,
with the Government, Worship, Discipline, Rights and Privileges of the Church of
Scotland". At the opening of her first Parliament on 20th November 1837 the
Queen read the royal Declaration, which we should do well to note:

"I do, solemnly and sincerely, in the presence of God, profess and testify,
and declare that I do believe that in the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper
there is not any Transubstantiation of the Elements ofBread and Wine into
the Body and Blood of Christ, at or after the Consecration thereof by any
person whatsoever, and that the Invocation or Adoration of the Virgin
Mary or any other Saint, and the Sacrifice of the Mass, as they are now
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used in the Church of Rome, are Superstitious and Idolatrous. And I do
solemnly, in the presence ofGod, profess, testify and declare that I do make
this Declaration and every part thereof in the plain and ordinary sense of
the words read unto me, as they are commonly understood by English
Protestants, without any evasion, equivocation, or mental reservation, and
without any Dispensation from any person or authority whatsoever, or
without thinking that I am or can be acquitted before God or Man, or
absolved of this Declaration or any part thereof, although the Pope or any
other such person or persons or power whatsoever shall dispense with or
annul the same, or declare that it was null or void from its beginning. "

This same Declaration, when taken by Edward VII, nearly sixty-four years later,
caused an immense hubbub in the ranks of the Romanists. It is significant of the
growth of papal influence during the last half-century, that while Queen Victoria
made the Declaration without raising any ostensible agitation among the members
of the system it repudiated, Edward VII, read the same words amid a storm of

. indignation from Papists and their allies, the Ritualists - not so much because they
disliked the Declaration, as because it effectually prevents a Romanist from
ascending the English throne. Hence the inestimable value of this Declaration, and
the deep importance of maintaining it inviolate. To do away or even modify it
would, as the Roman Catholic Tablet expressed it, "be to them (the Protestants) the
hauling down of their flag on a fortress which has been their point of vantage" (see
A Defence of the King's Protestant Declaration, by W. Walsh). lf we are as wide
awake as our opponents to the importance of this "point of vantage", we shall
never suffer this triumphant flag of rights and liberties to be taken away.

The Coronation Oath by itself is not a sufficient safeguard to our Protestant
throne, although it is of great importance, and should be highly valued by all
Protestants.

On 28th June 1838 Queen Victoria went in state to Westminster, amid the
tumultuous cheers and exuberant shouts of her subjects, and was anointed queen
upon the long-famed "Coronation Chair".

"Will you to the utmost of your power," asked the archbishop of the queen,
"maintain the laws of God, the profession of the Gospel, and the Protestant
Reformed Religion established by law? And will you maintain and preserve
inviolably the settlement of the united Church of England and Ireland, and the
doctrine, worship, discipline, and government thereof as by law established
within England and Ireland, and to the churches there committed to their charge,
all such rights and privileges, as by law do or shall appertain to them, or any of
them?" The queen replied, "All this I promisefj do". Then, placing her right
hand on the Bible, she took the following solemn oath: "The things which I have
here before promised, I will perform and keep. So help me God."

The Bible forms a conspicuous object in the coronation of English sovereigns.
A copy was presented to her with these words: "Our gracious queen, we present
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you with this Book, the most valuable thing that this world affords. Here is
wisdom; this is the Royal Law; these are the lively oracles of God. Blessed is he
that readeth, and they that hear the words of this Book, that keep and do the things
in it. For these are the words of Eternal Life, able to make you wise and happy in
this world, nay, wise unto salvation, and so happy for evermore, thrmigh faith
which is in Christ Jesus, to Whom be glory for ever. Amen."

Not only does the Act of Settlement exclude a Romanist from the English
throne, but it also enacts that the sovereign shall marry only a Protestant.
Hence when the unfounded rumour was heard that Prince Albert, to whom Her
Majesty was affianced, was a Romanist, she wrote to him on the subject. His
reply was all that could be desired. He had prepared a historical sketch of his
ancestors, showing how his House had upheld Luther and his cause triumphantly;
that the Elector, Frederick the Wise of Saxony, was the first Protestant ruler that
ever lived.

Bearing this in mind, how wonderful are the ways of Divine Omnipotence, that
the son of Queen Victoria, Edward VII, is a descendant of the first Protestant
prince who supported the Reformation! As Luther waged war with Henry VIII,
how little did he know that between three and four hundred years later, a
descendant of his own Protestant prince and champion would ascend the English
throne, as a "Defender of the Faith" of Protestant Reformers and Martyrs, and
reign over the mightiest Empire that the world has ever seen - and that Empire a
Protestant one. How true it is that -

"God moves in a mysterious way
His wonders to perform;
He plants His footsteps in the sea,
And rides upon the storm."

Let us now note a few striking characteristics in the Queen, whose life and
example did so much towards the exaltation of the Light of God in our land,
especially her Protestantism.

She had no sympathy with the Tractarian, alias Puseyite, alias Ritualistic,
movement. Her Majesty's Christian spirit of toleration sometimes led to the idea
that she favoured Romanism. On one occasion an Italian prince had a lengthy
interview with the Crown Prince, desiring leave to present a little book to the
queen, which he thought might remove every objection to Romanism in her mind.
Prince Albert, however, gave him so clearly to understand the Queen's and his
own opinions on the matter, that his vain efforts at perversion soon came to an
end. When an address was presented to her - signed by over a hundred members
of Parliament, sixty-three peers, and over 300,000 lay members of the Church of
England - calling her attention to the spread of sacerdotalism, and requesting her
to rise in defence of the Anglican Church, she directed the archbishop to "uphold
the purity and simplicity of the faith and worship of our Reformed Church."
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Her Majesty loved a simple form of worship, and had a strong leaning towards
Presbyterianism. Every preacher, whatever his rank, was required to wear the
black gown in the pulpit - that now rare link with the Evangelical past. Her
impression on one or two sermons to which she listened in Scotland are recorded
in her Leaves from the Journal of Our Life in the Highlands, where we read:
"We went to Kirk, as usual, at twelve o'clock. The service was performed by the
Rev. Norman McLeod, of Glasgow, and anything finer I have never heard. The
sermon, entirely extempore, was quite admirable; so simple, and yet so eloquent,
and so beautifully argued and put. The text was from the account of the coming
of Nicodemus to Christ by night. Mr. McLeod showed in the sermon how we all
tried to please self, and live for that, and in so doing found no rest. Christ had
come, not only to die for us, but to show how we were to live."

Later on, in 1871, the Queen gives her thoughts about the Communion Service
at Crathie Kirk. She describes how simply the Lord's Supper was taken there, and
adds: "It would be, indeed, impossible to say how deeply we were impressed with
the grand simplicity of the service. It was all so truly earnest, and no description

. can do justice to the perfect devotion of the whole assemblage. It was most
touching, and I longed much to join in it. To see all these simple, good people in
their nice, plain dresses (including an old woman in her mutch) - so many of
whom I knew, and some of whom had walked far, old as they were, in the deep
snow, was very striking." '1

In a footnote the royal writer added: "Since 1873 I have regularly partaken of
the Communion at Crathie every autumn, it being always given at that time"
(More Leaves from the Journal of a Life in the Highlands, page 107).

It was an impressive sight to see the queen sitting at the Communion Table in
the Kirk, by the side of her tenants and servants. She realised that spiritually there
was no difference between her and her lowliest subjects, and her heart, in unison
with all her Christian fellow-communicants, longed for close fellowship with the
one Father and Saviour of all. After her death, the preacher in S1. Giles Cathedral,
Edinburgh, said: "Prayer was the strength of her life. The throne of Divine grace
was where she sought guidance. It is recorded how, when she first came to the
throne, she asked permission of her mother to spend the day in prayer and
meditation on her position. From that hour to its close her life was reverent and
devout. She never was absent from the public worship of God. She attended it, not
as a formal duty, but because it helped her and refreshed her soul. To see her at
Crathie, side by side with the poorest in the glen, taking with them the symbols of
our common redemption, was a sight which those who witnessed can never
forget. The world to come, the life beyond the grave, was always near her. She felt
its power."

With true prayer is always linked a true devotion to the study of the Bible. That
Book, from early childhood, all through her life, to the days of her hoary head,
was her constant guide. How charming it is to think of Her Majesty conducting
a Bible class for her servants in the palace! Think of her with open Bible,
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explaining a passage verse by verse to the parents and their children; or imagine
her visiting the poor in their cottages, "not as a Queen, but as a Christian woman",
reading the Eternal Words from the Immortal Book. Among the numerous
blessings bestowed on this favoured land, not least among them was a godly
Queen." (Space fails to add fuller details - see W. Walsh's Religious Life of
Queen Victoria.)

The Victorian era was great in many respects. We have briefly noticed the
shining of the Light across the seas. It is not less brilliant at home. Space does not
permit us to notice at any length the various Evangelical Associations for all sorts
and conditions of men, women and children. The sailor at sea, the toiling
fisherman on the stormy deep, the soldier in the barrack, or on the veldt, or amid
the din of battle, the dingy abodes of the dwellers in the slums (a disgrace to
England), and the "street arabs", the factory girls, the shop women, the navvies,
the postmen, and even the policemen, the blind and the sick - all are being cared
for, in one way or another, by the "Father of Lights", who has commanded His
"children of Light" to "feed His sheep".

One of the noblest traits of the Victorian era is the growth of organised
voluntary effort to relieve the suffering and to raise the fallen. In some of these
efforts the Queen took a keen interest. For example, we find her writing to the
General of the Salvation Army (1897), in reply to the Army's message of loyal
congratulations: "The Queen wishes to express to all the members of the
Salvation Army now assembled for their Triennial Congress her heartfelt thanks
for their touching message of loyal congratulations and earnest good wishes. Her
Majesty fully recognises the great and varied works so courageously undertaken
by the Army on behalf of so many of their fellow creatures in different parts of .
her Empire. The Queen fervently trusts that Divine guidance and blessing may
accompany all future efforts of the Army."

In the work of Lord Shaftesbury she always took a delight. We find him at
Osborne, advising the Queen how to deal with the condition of the poor. "Very
considerate for the poor," he wrote of her in his diary. Soon afterwards the Prince
Consort was in the chair, presiding over a meeting of the "Labourers' Friend
Society". In 1886 the London Missionary Society was allowed to hold an
influential meeting in the gardens of Kensington Palace. In foreign mission work
the Queen also took a deep interest. At the Jubilee of the Church Missionary
Society, Her Majesty by a donation of £1 00 became a Life Governor of the Society.

There are other incidents in the life of the great Queen we would rather have
seen omitted. For example, the precedence given to Cardinal Manning, the visit
of the Papal Envoy and his reception by Her Majesty, when he presented her with
a costly mosaic set in a handsome gilt frame, surrounded by the English and Papal
arms - the pope's Jubilee gift to the Protestant Queen of England. The Queen's
gifts to the pope were a Vulgate Bible, and a gold jug and ewer. The latter was
used by Leo XIII in a manner never anticipated by the Queen, viz., for washing
his hands at the Jubilee Mass. The occasion caused exultation among the enemies
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of Protestantism, but a deep feeling of sorrow among Her Majesty's most loyal
subjects, who remembered that the sovereign of Great Britain is not legally
allowed to have communion with the Pope of Rome. It was examples such as
this that probably encouraged our present gracious king to pay a visit to the late
pope - a visit not permissible to any British sovereign under the Bill of Rights.
The infringement of that famous provision is the forfeiture of the crown.

Notwithstanding the Queen's tolerance towards papists, they did not hesitate to
insult the aged sovereign when she lay on her death-bed. At the annual dinner of
a Roman Catholic Association, the Earl of Denbigh, who presided, proposed the
toast of "His Holiness the Pope and Her Majesty the Queen". Three cheers were
then heartily given for the "Pope-King". Had the name of the Czar of Russia or
the Emperor of Germany been placed before that of the Queen, great would have
been the uproar in England. But the pope - England's bitterest foe - may be
toasted before the Queen, and the Earl Marshal lifts not a finger to reprove the
insult! Evidently Rome cannot be killed by kindness!

The appointments of Romanising men to fill the important offices of bishops of
. the Protestant Church of England - men who aided, rather than checked, the
purposes of error - is yet another blot on the glorious page of the Victorian era.
No doubt in such matters the Queen was over-ruled by her Ministers of State; yet
we would fain have seen a little more of that determined spirit displayed by Her
Majesty in early years, when she said to her Prime Minister, when he asked her to
sign a document because it was "expedient": "I have been taught, my lord, to
judge between what is right and what is wrong; but 'expediency' is a word I
neither wish to hear nor to understand."

There are times when the imperious independence of a Queen Bess would not
come amiss to check the inroads of England's greatest foe. If they are not
checked, the people, as well as their sovereign, must suffer the penalty. The Jews
crucified Christ because they feared the Romans would come and take away their
nation (John 11 :43); but their wickedness, instead of turning away the evil,
brought it with a hundred-fold increase upon them. Let us bear that in mind when
we hear that it will be politic or expedient to encourage popery. Such a method of
averting danger will only intensify it a hundred-fold. Was not the Boer War a
Divine judgment against the present apostasy of this favoured nation? And was
not our late beloved Queen one of its keenest sufferers?

... the atheistic worm must have been through all the regions of death, misery
and destruction, and explored all the realm of happiness through the Heaven of
heavens, embracing in the circuit of his travels the whole of time and eternity, and
be able also to comprehend all the modes and forms in which it is possible for
Deity to exist, before he can successfully deny the existence of God.

Christmas Evans
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Ezra - a Man of Prayer
STAN K. EVERS (Pattan, Beds)
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DO you find prayer difficult? Are you sometimes unsure how to pray or for what
to pray? Then Ezra 9 is the chapter for you! You can learn how to pray by
listening to Ezra, the scribe, as he prays to God in a time of crisis. Three dominant
themes run through Ezra's remarkable prayer: they are identification, confession,
and gratitude.

Identification

Ezra confessed the sins of the nation as his own: "0 my God, I am ashamed and
blush to lift up my face to thee, my God: for our iniquities are increased over our
head, and our trespass is grown up unto the heavens. Since the days of our fathers
have we been in a great trespass unto this day; and for our iniquities have we ...
been delivered ... to captivity." Ezra felt more ashamed and humiliated by the
national guilt than any of his fellow Jews (Ezra 9:5-7). This feature of
identification is also found in the prayer of the Levites when Ezra read from "the
Book of the Law of the Lord" (Nehemiah 9), and in the prayers of Daniel and
Isaiah (Daniel 9 and Isaiah 6). Identification is the key to effective prayer.

Ezra's humility is the complete opposite of the men of Jeremiah's time who
recklessly sinned but felt no shame at all: "Were they ashamed when they had
committed abomination? nay, they were not at all ashamed, neither could they
blush" (Jeremiah 6: 15). The use of the word "blush" by both Ezra (9:6) and,
Jeremiah (6: 15) makes an instructive link between the two passages. Their brazen
disregard of God's law reaped the seventy-year exile in Babylon. Jeremiah's
words have a familiar ring about them as we view the world at the present time.

A greater than Ezra "was numbered with the transgressors; and he bare the sin
of many, and made intercession for the transgressors". God's Son "bore our
griefs, and carried our sorrows.... He was wounded for our transgressions, he
was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and
with his stripes we are healed" (Isaiah 53:4-5, 12). The sinless suffering Servant
dies as the substitute "for many" - the lost sheep - God lays their sins on
Him (Isaiah 53:6). Those who know the divine Intercessor pray with tenderness
for sinners.

Confession
Ezra confessed that the sin of Judah was ...

Great (Ezra 9:6). Ezra compared the sins of the nation to a flood which had
spread across the whole land causing devastation and chaos. The waters of
wickedness were so great that they reached up to heaven, therefore the holy God
who punishes sinners could no longer ignore them.
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Persistent ~ra 9:7). The Jews were repeating the sins of their forefathers. Sin
like a herediJ.Y disease, is passed from one generation to another. Children copy
their parents and then act as sinful models for their children, so the endless cycle
goes round and round.

Widespread (Ezra 9:1-2, 7). All classes of society had sinned, from the king on
his throne down to the men and women in the streets. Even the priests in the
temple were guilty of heinous sins which were a disgrace for those set aside for
the service of God.

Defiance of God (Ezra 9:10-12). The Jews had wilfully disobeyed the law of
God, which forbade marriage to idol-worshipping spouses. Sin is rebellion
against the Lord; .iLi~.p.L,!~i.ng_~,h,i:lJ~Q~fpre wb~LQqq!!~~~S2I!LP3I}ded in

-I:-Jis_Wo[d~_

Deserving punishment (Ezra 9: 14-15). Past sins had been revived; therefore the
nation was in danger of a repeat dose of God's wrath. God had every right to wash
His hands of His people, nevertheless the merciful God did not destroy His
incorrigible people, but called them to repentance through the prayer of Ezra,

. because of the promises He made concerning the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Gratitude
Ezra thanks God for the remnant. Ezra thanks God that He has shown mercy in
His righteous anger. He had delivered a remnant from Babylon and sustained that
remnant for eighty years in Judah. The theme of the remnant (9:8, 14, 15) is one
which runs throughout the Bible. Whatever happens or however wicked the world
becomes God will always have His people who remain faithful to Him and who
are saved from extinction.

Ezra thanks God for a nail. God gave His people "a nail in his holy place"
(9:8). A .literal translation would be "a tent peg". This may relate to the nomad
who could pitch his tent only where he had a right to do so. It was God, the
Creator, who gave the Jews authority to settle in the land of Judah. On the other
hand, there may be a reference to the tabernacle, which was fastened with bronze
tent pegs (Exodus 27:19). The temple was seen as a safe place for God's people.
Another suggestion is that "the nail" refers to the iron bolt fixed firmly in the
kitchen wall to hold pots and pans. Such a peg was considered to be unmoveable.
However the metaphor is understood, the point is that God who prompted the
Persian kings to release His people was not going to abandon them now, though
they deserved destruction (9:9).

Ezra thanks God for a wall. "The wall in Judah" (9:9) is not a reference to the
walls of Jerusalem, which were not built until the arrival of Nehemiah, but is a
description of God the Protector of His elect. All the combined forces of hell
cannot destroy the Church built on Christ the Rock (Matthew 16:18, compare
Romans 8:31).

Verse 13 is a wonderful verse - especially the words, "thou our God hast
punished us less than our iniquities deserve". Despite "our evil deeds ... our great
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trespass" and "our iniquities", God does not exact the full punishment we
deserve! He granted Judah deliverance instead of annihilation. The Lord saves all
who seek His mercy - such grace ought to spur us to repentance and obedience!

The sequel to Ezra's prayer was costly and painful separation fropl the sinful
mixed marriages (Ezra's 10). Our prayers are hollow words if they do not lead us
to holiness!

The three articles on Ezra are based on Doing a Great WorJ{
(Ezra and Nehemiah Simply Explained), Stan K. Evers, Evangl!/ical Press

_e_

God's Glorious Purpose
D. J. BRADSHAW (Brooke Chapel)

"But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory
by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect,

stablish, strengthen, settle you. To him be glory and dominion
for ever and ever. Amen" (1 Peter 5:10-11)

IN the previous verses, Peter has just spoken of the Christian's adversary, the
devil, as a roaring lion, and has counselled the saints to resist him, stedfast in the
faith. Not just by faith, but stedfast in the faith. And "the faith" means the sum and .
substance of the whole teaching of God's holy Word, with nothing added and
nothing taken away. This faith has stood unchanged and unchanging through the
centuries. The Bible is divinely inspired and totally infallible, and it is the only
guide we have or need. We are to resist the devil stedfast in the faith.

Now if we do this, we are certain to suffer in our bodies or our spirits, or in
both, because the devil's one aim is to try to prevent us from reaching heaven.
And if he cannot do that, his aim will be to make us as miserable as he can. We
are to expect this, because it will surely come.

However, there is a "but" in verse 10, and it is a vast "but". If we are truly the
Lord's people through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, we cannot be conquered by
the devil. The blessed command and promise is, "Resist the devil and he will flee
from you". Nevertheless he will return again - it is warfare till the end of this life.
John Kent puts it in one of his hymns:

"E'en down to the Jordan of death,
His foes will the Christian withstand.
He'll feel while resigning his breath
The Canaanite's still in the land."
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See then thq(sublime glory of this "but". What is the glory of it? It is that the
God of all grace has called us unto His eternal glory by Christ Jesus. That, and
nothing less, is the blessed future for everyone of His people. Let us look for a
moment at this glorious title.-

The God ofall grace
Why are we Christians at all? Because God is the God of all grace. And what is
grace? I confess I am baffled by the sheer glory of this word - it is an infinite
mountain of unparalleled wonder. Grace is free, utterly unmerited favour on
God's part to poor, unworthy people. In grace He has designed and planned for
lost sinners the highest, happiest, most glorious and blessed state that it is possible
for men and women ever to know.

Are you a Christian? Does your hope rest in the Person and finished work of
the Lord Jesus Christ alone? Then you may with certainty sing, again quoting
John Kent-

" A monument of grace, a sinner saved by blood,
The streams of love I traced up to the fountain - God.
And in His wondrous mercy see eternal thoughts of love to me."

Oh! What a vast subject is God's grace! The free, undeserved favour - the
mercy - the love - the pity - the longsuffering - the care - the sympathy - the
tenderness - towards you, believer! It began before you were born when He freely
chose you in Christ from eternity. He set His love upon you then. He watched over
your birth, your life, your steps - all sovereignly planned in grace. And there came
a time when He called you by this almighty grace. And it was an effectual call,
not just a proposition - He put His Holy Spirit within you - He actually brought
you to Himself through the Lord Jesus Christ until by grace you were enabled to
cry, "Chosen of Thee ere time began, I choose Thee in return". For the third time
I quote from John Kent-

" 'Twas with an everlasting love that God His own elect embraced
Before He made the worlds above or earth on her huge columns placed.
Long ere the sun's refulgent ray primeval shades of darkness rove
They on His sacred bosom lay, loved with an everlasting love.

Oh! Are you called by grace? Fall down before Him lost in wonder, love and
praise! But let us look further as we read that this God of all grace -

Hath called us unto His eternal glory by Christ Jesus
Nothing less than this will satisfy Him, and nothing could ever be greater or more
blessed than this. Our struggles and sufferings are but for a moment compared to
our being called to His eternal glory. Again and again I find myself utterly baffled
by the sheer vastness of this text. What is God's eternal glory? It is His perfect,
holy, loving Being - that glory which so blazed out in the burning bush that Moses
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hid his face. That glory which caused John on the Isle of Patmos to fall at His feet
as one dead. That glory which God revealed to Moses when He hid him in the
cleft of the rock and said to him: "Thou shalt see my back parts: but my face shall
not be seen." But the unveiled face of the glory of God would be absolutely too
blinding for us in this life. Nevertheless the time will come when "we all, with
open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same
image from glory to glory".

It is the God of all grace who calls us into His eternal unveiled glory which we
shall see in heaven. And not only so, but John tells us that when we see Him we
shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. This, then, is what it means to be
called unto His eternal glory - to enter His living presence - to see with human
eyes that unveiled glory, but above all to be like Him. Not as John, who, as I have
said, fell at His feet as one dead, but to stand before Him, enabled to view that
glory and to be caught up into the enjoyment and experience of it for eternity!
It is totally unimaginable - unthinkable.

Yet ponder it for a few moments, believer. To be ever free from even the
thought of sin. No temptation to it - no weariness - no dark moments - but full
and complete holiness - clothed in a body like unto His glorious body. Now we
are tempted, we have our dark times, we grow weary. But then - Oh! who can
imagine it? Think of your greatest and highest times of holy communion with the
Lord, when heaven has come down into your soul to greet, and glory has crowned
the mercy seat, then multiply that by infinity and eternity, when time shall be no
more. Even our most blessed and highest times here below do not last, do they?
But there in glory they will never fade! You will need no sleep or rest, because
you will never grow weary. There will be no need for night there, only continuing
rapture and joy unspeakable and full of glory. Time will cease to exist. Truly we
may sing the hymn -

"We speak of the realms of the blest.
Of that region so bright and so fair.
And oft are its glories confessed.
But what must it be to be there?"

And all this by Christ Jesus

By His cross and precious blood. Through the wonder of the love of God made
visible in His glorified Person and saving work. "Those wounds still visible above
in beauty glorified" are Jhe price paid for your glorification. It is He who has
opened the gates of heaven to all believers, and we read that He shall see of the
travail of His soul and shall be satisfied! Just think of that! The depth of His
holy suffering is immeasurable, and we cannot begin to imagine it, yet when He
looks upon you He will be fully satisfied, considering all His suffering to be
worthwhile for your sake and to see you there! Can you take that in? I confess that
I cannot - the whole subject overwhelms me. Called to His eternal glory by Christ
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Jesus - that is your certain future, believer, and it is as sure as His calling you to
faith in Him.

But on earth we suffer - from temptation, sin, coldness of heart and many other
evils. But the time of these things is limited. The text says, "After ye have suffered
awhile the God of all grace will" -

Make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you

God will make you perfect, which means literally to fit and adjust you. This
mighty work will God do to you, believer. He will make you to fit perfectly in
heaven - He will adjust you so that you are perfectly at home in heaven. Do you
often feel you are not fit for heaven? Do you often feel you cleave too much to
this world? Do you have to say sometimes with the Psalmist, "My soul cleaveth
to the dust"? Do you feel ready to die, and often fear that you are not ready?

Then fear not! When the time comes, God Himself, in love and mercy, will fit
and adjust you for death and for glory. Faith believes wholeheartedly that to
depart and be with Christ is far better, but feelings do get in the way, don't they?

. There can so often be an instinctive clinging to this life. The letter to the Hebrews
speaks of the Lord Jesus as delivering them who all their lifetime were subject to
bondage through fear of death. But in our text we have this most blessed promise
that God, when the time comes, after you have suffered awhile, will adjust you,
and fit you for heaven, giving you dying grace when the time comes, though
perhaps not until. You, believer, will not die until your gracious God has fitted,
prepared and adjusted you for glory. Take it as His promise to you and praise Him
from your heart for it. The word "stablish" carries something of the same meaning
with the addition of making you firm, fixed, and solid.

And God will strengthen you. The Greek word here occurs only once in the
Bible, and it literally means "to put in place". Here the glorious truth is that at last
there is a place for every Christian which is personal in heaven. It looks back to
the teaching of the Lord Jesus when He said to His disciples, "I go to prepare a
place for you". And this word "place" is the Greek word topo from which we get
our word "topography". It really is a geographical word, indicating that heaven is
a real place, and not simply a spiritual heritage.

The God of all grace will make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you. All
these words point to the bedrock reality of heaven as a real place. The physical
and glorified human body of the Lord Jesus will be there - visible and touchable.
And the glorious truth emerges that though we are passing through this world,
there will be a settled and eternal resting place - a mansion, and we shall be there
with Him. And we shall be fitted and adjusted so that our place in heaven will be
as perfect as God Himself can make it. And that place in heaven will be specially
designed for us as individuals - for you, believer. And nothing can keep you from
it. It is already prepared for you, and you are being adjusted for it.

But above all it is the place where the unveiled glory of God shines forth in a
way we cannot begin to imagine. It will be visible in the glorified Person of the

!
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Lord Jesus Christ. Perfection of love, joy, peace, and holiness - all will be there,
never to be dimmed or fading. I have never felt so baffled in trying to open a
subject as I have in this. Rightly indeed does Peter conclude by saying: "To whom
be praise and dominion for ever and ever!" How superbly the hymnwriter has
expressed the inexpressible when he says -

"But to tell the' rest remaining', mortal tongues far short must fall.
Angel tongues are ever aiming, but they cannot tell it all.
Faith believes it - hope expects it, but it overwhelms them all."

_e_

The Crown of Thorns
The late KENNETH W. H. HOWARD

"And when they had plaited a crown ofthorns, they put it upon his head,
and a reed in his right hand: and they bowed the knee before him, and

mocked him, saying, Hail, King of the Jews!" (Matthew 27:29)

I WANT to consider with you a matter of the greatest solemnity and of the deepest
importance. I want us to go and stand, in mind and in thought, in Pilate's common
hall and meditate on the crown of thorns that Jesus wore. Just before we enter that ,
praetorium let us pause on the threshold as we see that little company entering,
the band of soldiers and their prisoner.

THE ONE WHO WORE THE CROWN

Let us think about the one who is there to be reduced to the shame of a crown of
thorns. Who is He? What person is this? Who is He who is set at nought in Pilate's
judgment hall, of whom Pilate says, "Behold the Man!"? This prisoner, subject to
shame, subjected to ignominy, the prisoner of the day - who is He? I want you to
remember the excellency of His person, the heights of His origins, the eternal
glory of heaven out of which He came. I want you to remember that this is God's
incarnate Son, the one whom angels dare not look upon in eternity, but before
whom they veiled their faces and cried, "Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty".
This Person, this Prisoner, is the everlasting Son who was in the bosom of the
Father, of whom the Father said at His incarnation, "Let all the angels of God
worship him". They plaited a crown of thorns and they put it upon His head. Who
is He? Very God, God of gods, Light of lights - He it is who is now going in to
Pilate's common hall to wear this crown. Remember His person.
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Again, as we linger on the threshold, let us remember His power, the one thing
that is visually absent from this scene, but this Prisoner in Pilate's praetorium is
the one who put the stars in the heavens and set them on their courses. He is
"upholding all things by the word of his power". He keeps the world going. "By
him all things consist". He is the Divine Co-ordinator who holds natural law
together and keeps the universe moving in its pre-ordained course. In His hands
is eternal power. It does not look like it as you stand on the threshold of Pilate's
praetorium today, but so it is. The eternal God enfleshed in humanity. He it is
who is set at nought by the soldiers in Pilate's common hall. They plaited a crown
of thorns and put it upon His head. So we cross the threshold to see what is
happening within. "Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the common
hall, and gathered unto him the whole band of soldiers. And they stripped him,
and put on him a scarlet robe. And when they had plaited a crown of thorns, they
put it upon his head, and a reed in his right hand: and they bowed the knee before
him, and mocked him, saying, Hail, King of the Jews!" (verses 27-29). A
coronation and a crown.

THE CROWN HE WORE

Several things about this crown call for consideration. First, the material ofwhich
it was made. A crown of thorns - what is the significance? The significance is that
when the world came from the hand of the Creator there was not a thorn in it.
There was not a thorn in any plant upon the face of the earth as God made it. Over
that perfect creation, concerning which its Creator said it was very good, there
was not a thorn to be found. Roses were thornless, and berries were briarless.
Then why are there thorns at all? Thorns are the result of sin, thorns are the fruit
of sin. As there are thorns in nature, so there are thorns in human life, literal,
natural, physical, spiritual. People come along whenever a tragedy happens and
they say: Why is this? Why has this happened? Why are there thorns in this
~orld? Why are there thorny experiences in men's hearts and consciences and
lives? "And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of
thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou
shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it
all the days of thy life; thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou
shalt eat the herb of the field" (Genesis 3:17-18). The Fall had come. Man had
plunged into sin. God meets fallen man in Eden and in Eden's garden the curse is
instituted. It is God who brings the curse, let there be no mistake about it. It is
God's judgment. It is the devil who brings in sin and it is God who passes the
judgment and brings the curse. Here is the origin of the Fall. Thorns are a sign of
the curse and when they wanted a crown for our Saviour in Pilate's common hall
they made it significantly of thorns, so He who never sinned was crowned with
the symbol of sin. He who never fell was crowned with the insignia of the Fall.
Such was the material with which the crown was made.
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"Did e're such love and sorrow meet,
Or thorns compose so rich a crown?"

This leads me to say something about the misery of the crown, the torment, the
agony. The scene in Pilate's hall is almost too sadly sacred to describe. Certainly
it is a scene on which the imagination must be held within firm reins but, so far
as one can see, they must have sat our Saviour on some stool or chair which was
a mock throne. They stripped Him, they scourged Him and then they covered His
lacerated back with a scarlet robe of mock royalty and then they took the crown
of the curse, the insignia of our sins, and they proceeded to the coronation. The
very thing that God planted in the earth as a curse, they plaited on His brow as a
crown. There is no plainer picture of substitutionary atonement anywhere in Holy
Scripture than that. He was made a curse for us. That sacred head was wounded
in its coronation, wounded to the point of misery and torment and agony and
anguish. One cannot reckon on any tenderness of mind or disposition, any
gentleness in the manner in which the crown would be placed upon His head, but
rather the reverse. The agony, the piercing thorns, marked this coronation by
outward physical misery, but that, of course, is only a picture, and only a faint
picture, of the inward misery, the inward anguish of this coronation. He was born
a King, he was the Prince of the kings of the earth, He was entitled to a crown
filled with diadems unequalled. One is left only to wonder how He felt in His
humarf soul as men crowned Him with thorns. Those who needed His salvation
placed the sign of the curse upon His brow. He knew that His royalty outstripped
all human royalty, and yet into these depths of misery He must sink. Nor did He
draw back, though He might. He might have smitten every soldier in the
praetorium. He could have cleft in twain the pavement of Pilate's judgment hall
and thrown all into a pit, as He did in the case of Korah, Datham and Abiram of
old. But no, He bears it willingly, He bears it patiently, He bears it meekly. As the .
shame is heaped on Him, He despises the same, and surely baffled them all by
what He did and the manner in which He bore it. Oh the inward misery of
God's Son! A crown of agony on His brow, a forest of briars in His heart, the sin
of His Church. .That He loved the Church in no way lessened the implications of
the torment.

Such, then, was the misery of the crown.
I pass on and point out that to the misery was added the mockery of the

crown and the coronation. To what was Christ subjected here in Pilate's common
hall! After all, He had come from the greatest of all thrones, the throne of heaven.
His Father gave Him to be Mediator, King, Head over all things. King Jesus was
His name from the beginning and here in Pilate's hall the blaspheming soldiers
mock His Kingship and ridicule His kingdom. How did they do it? Well, they did
it first by repudiating all His claims. He had claimed to be God, He said
He was King. You are a king, they said, in effect, with jeers; King of the Jews 
well then if you are a king, a king should have a crown and we will crown you.
We will show you what we think of your kingdom. See this crown - this is
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yours - this is your coronation day. We will crown you and then we will do
homage to you. They go about their nefarious mockery of crowning God's Son
with thorns and kneeling before Him in a mock homage that meant exactly the
reverse of what it externally expressed. They buffet Him, they smite Him, they
spit upon Him and make a mockery of His Kingship expressed in the deliberate
repudiation of His claims. Then this mockery was shown in the fact that they
ridiculed His character. "Never man spake like this man." He was "of purer
eyes than to behold evil", there was no guile in Him, but they sought in every way
to besmirch His spotless, sinless character. Not only did they scourge His body,
they sacrificed His perfect character. They mocked Him as He passed on the way
to the cross and they did their utmost to make out that He was a liar and a
deceiver. The chief priests said: "We remember that that deceiver said ... I will
rise again." And they therefore guarded the tomb. They mocked Him by
repudiating His claims, by ridiculing His character, and then they mocked Him by
rejecting His compassion.

As He sat, despised and rejected, in Pilate's common hall, His face spoke only
. one thing, and that was the thing that He put into words when He came to the

cross: "Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do." Forgiveness,
mercy, kindness, compassion - this was the reaction. No one embraced it.
No one fell down at His feet and said, How dreadful we have made a mistake;
we receive this pardoning mercy; we are moved by this compassion. So much
for the hardened, callous representatives of our sin-hardened humanity. They
mocked Him by rejecting His compassion, and they mocked Him also by refusing
His commandments.

THE MEANING OF HIS CROWN

But let me turn from the mockery of the crown to the meaning of the crown. What
they did had meaning, but they did not know it, they did not see it, they were
blind. The crown of thorns spelt deliverance from the curse. The curse had to find
a place to rest. It had to find an object for its wrath. Somebody had to suffer for
sin, the sentence must be carried out to the last degree and the meaning of the
crown of thorns is best expressed in the words of the Apostle Paul when he says
to the Galatians: "Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made
a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is everyone that hangeth on a tree"
(Galatians 3:13). So the Saviour passed out from Pilate's praetorium to Calvary's
cross and bore the curse for all His Church. Each member of His Church can say,
The curse passed from my head to His, and that is deliverance.

It is deliverance from the devil, for the devil is the personification of sin. Man
has to face the power of the devil in this world. What strength, what power he has.
He maligns, he maims, he chains, he holds men in bond-service. The fury of the
devil came against the Church's Substitute. rhe Saviour broke the devil's power.
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He bruised the serpent's head upon the crown. Crowned with thorns though He is,
He is Lord, He is Victor. He is Conqueror. The devil wounded Him in the heel,
but He wounded the devil in the head. In other words the devil suffered a mortal
wound from which he has suffered ever since and which will ultimately put him
into the lake that burns with brimstone and fire. So He is the slayer of that old
serpent the devil. So we read of this in the Epistle to the Hebrews, chapter 2~

verses 14 and 15, so clearly and plainly making it evident to us: "Forasmuch then'
as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part
of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death,
that is, the devil; and deliver them who through fear of death were all their
lifetime subject to bondage."

The crown of thorns also represents deliverance from the flesh. That is to say
from the old nature, the human nature, the sinful nature that belongs to every son
of Adam, the old enmity in my heart and yours. "The evil which I would not, that
I do." "The flesh lusteth against the spirit." Is there any hope? Is there any
victory? Can I be delivered from myself? The crown of thorns pronounces that
there is deliverance, for the power of the flesh has been dealt with by the Lord
Jesus Christ. It has been dealt with so effectively that it can be said as Paul says
in the Epistle to the Romans, chapter 8, verses 3 and 4: "For what the law could
not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the
likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: that the
righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but
after the Spirit." The crown of thorns, to the Church, the people of God, is a crown
of deliverance - deliverance from the curse as it resides in me, in my evil nature,
deliverance from the devil, deliverance from the flesh.

Not only that, my friends, the crown of thorns represents deliverance from the
world, from this present evil age with its allurements and attractions, the world
that holds forth its hands and offers pleasure, enticements, and excitements. Is
there any escape from these temptations? There is. "But God forbid that I should
glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified
unto me, and I unto the world." Yes, when I gaze on the crown of thorns I can see
its meaning. By law, by right, by desert, that crown should be on my head. I ought'
to be pierced with its thorny misery for all eternity. That is what I most richly
deserve, but as I stand in Pilate's hall this morning I see the very crown placed on
another head. God's grace, by His Spirit, shows me that Christ is my Substitute,
He is crowned with the curse of my sin. That spells deliverance. Deliverance
from the world, the flesh and the devil. That crown of thorns is, to my Saviour, a
crown of agony, to me it is a crown of life and of everlasting joy. The prophet is
right when he says: "The ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion
with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads." A curse to Him, a blessing to
His Church. A curse to the Saviour, a blessing to every sinner who can see his sins
on Jesus laid. A curse to Christ, a crown of life and rejoicing to everyone who
trusts in Him.
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"The bitter sorrow that He bore,
The crown of thorns He wore,
That I might live for evermore,
'Tis more than tongue can tell."

So we take our leave of Pilate's common hall and as we cross the threshold on
the way out we remember what we pondered as we went in: Who He was and is.
A crown of thorns was upon the head of Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of God, the
Lord of glory. He has power over men and the devil and He prevails. There is
pardon for sins of deepest dye, a pardon sealed with Jesus' blood.

"Immortal honours rest on Jesus' head;
My God, my portion and my living bread;
In Him I live, upon Him cast my care;
He saves from death, destruction, and despair.

He is my refuge in each deep distress;
The Lord my strength and glorious righteousness;
Through floods and flames He leads me safely on,
And daily makes His sovereign goodness known.

Oh that my soul could love and praise Him more,
His beauties trace, His majesty adore;
Live near His heart, upon His bosom lean;
Obey His voice and all His will esteem."

That is the Christian response to that crown of thorns, and His joy now is that -

"The head that once was crowned with thorns
Is crowned with glory now.
A royal diadem adorns
The mighty Victor's brow."

He is King. Is He your King? The Lord grant the help of His Spirit that we
might see Him, not simply in His death, but in His resurrection life and in our own
hearts. Amen.

This sermon is taken from the collection ofMr. Howard's sermons
sent to the editor, entitled "Preaching to the Glory ofGod",

edited by Mr. Peter Rowell and obtainable from The Christum Bookshop,
Ossett, 23 Queen Street, Ossett, Yorkshire WFS 8AS

The Proconsul continued insisting and saying, "Swear by the genius of Caesar and
I release you; curse Christ." And Polycarp said: "Eighty and six years have I
served Him, and He has done me no wrong: how then can I blaspheme my King
who saved me?" (Eusebius)
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The Gospel Magazine from 1766
From an article (1896) by a former Editor.

the Rev. JAMES ORMISTON
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THIS venerable Publication is associated with a remarkable record Established
in 1766, its title is representative of the oldest surviving magazine published
in England.

The exact circumstances which led up to its first seeing the light are not at our
command. The following facts, however, for the collection of many of which we
are indebted to a beloved brother in Christ and reader of the Magazine, who
prefers to be known by the honourable nom de plume of "Jabez", will go far to
reply to the inquiries of such as take an interest in the cause of God's pure truth,
and desire to maintain it in its integrity.

From the Preface, which the founders of the Magazine published in their first
monthly issue, namely, that for January, 1766, it will be seen that the declared aim
of the originators was to set forth uncompromisingly the Gospel of the free grace
of God, both from a doctrinal and an experimental point of view. In the
prosecution of this sacred design, the pages of our monthly Publication, extending
over the above-named prolonged period, comprise one of the most complete'
repertories of sound Evangelical theology to be found in English literature. A
succession of Editors and contributors - with one short break - in entire sympathy
with the biblical convictions entertained by the projectors of this Christian
Periodical, has been providentially maintained, and The Gospel Magazine of •
today stands by a hair-breadth, in the same doctrinal position as that of its
venerable ancestor, in the year 1766. It is, no doubt, this remarkable character for
religious consistency which specially recommends the organ in those Christian
circles where the distinctive truths of the Everlasting Covenant are loved, and the
"old paths" are graciously followed.

MR. JOHN GURNEY, 1766

It appears to be fairly certain that the first Editor was a Mr. John Gurney, of
Walworth, concerning whom, however, but few particulars can be gathered. His
father was Mr. Thomas Gurney, of Woburn, Beds., a shorthand writer and teacher,
who also carried on business as a clockmaker in Bennet Street, Blackfriars. His
mother was Martha, daughter of Thomas Marsom, of Luton, who was several
times imprisoned for attending unlawful religious "conventicles", and on one
occasion with his friend, John Bunyan, in Bedford jail.

Mr. John Gurney, our premier Editor, was also a writer of shorthand, living at
Walworth, and for many years he attended the faithful ministry of Mr. Benjamin
WaIIin, at Maze Pond Chapel, Southwark. He died in 1815.



Mr. J. Gurney was the author of a theological volume, the title of which,
however, is not at hand, which was published after he ceased to edit The Gospel
Magazine.
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WILL/AM MASON, 1774

Our Magazine was continued regularly until 1774, when Mr. William Mason, of
Rotherhithe, Surrey, became Editor. For some reason, not now obvious, he
renumbered the Publication, calling his own first volume No. I, a fact which has
led to some misunderstanding regarding the date of the origin of the work.

Mr. Mason was a private Christian, engaged in business, and well taught in the
things of God. He attended the historic " Tabernacle" in Moorfields, and was
personally acquainted with Mr. George Whitefield and other faithful preachers
of the Gospel of Grace - a line of conduct which brought him a fair share of
persecution. His Spiritual Treasury is too well known to need comment.
The Believer s Pocket Companion, and The Christian Communicant are also the
fruit of his ready pen, the latter work bearing a preface written for it by his
attached friend, the Rev. William Romaine. The editorship of The Gospel
Magazine was conducted by him both before and after the immortal Augustus
Toplady undertook its charge. It was in our pages that there first appeared his now
well-known and justly-prized Notes on Bunyan s Pilgrim s Progress, besides
many other valuable contributions.

He retired from business, and became an active magistrate in 1783, in the
Borough of Southwark. He fell asleep in the Lord on 29th September 1791. Much
interesting biographical matter concerning him might be here inserted, but space
does not permit.

AUGUSTUS MONTAGUE TOPLADY, 1775

The Rev. Augustus Montague Toplady, whose impaired health had led his medical
adviser to urge his leaving Devonshire and residing in London, came to the
metropolis in the year 1775, when he was requested to undertake the editorship of
The Gospel Magazine. It may interest our readers if we here quote a passage from
the Memoirs of the Rev. Augustus Montague Toplady, A.B. prefixed to his
collected works, and published 1792. It runs:

"In the beginning of the year 1774, a religious pamphlet was printed, called
The Gospel Magazine; being a new series of a former work under that
name, which was continued statedly. The utility of such a periodical
publication must be obvious, for the contents, when executed with
discernment, will be various, interesting, instructive, and entertaining, and
may be easily purchased by those who have scarcely the means to procure
a number of books. The above journal was carried on with reputable
distinction for a few years.
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"From December, 1775, to June, 1776, Mr. Toplady was the Editor, which
enhanced the sale considerably; some of the anonymous parts he composed
therein shine conspicuous. He often appeared under the modest character
of 'Minimus'.. Sometimes he adopted the descriptive signature of
'Concionator', and a few papers with the initials of his own name. With the
assistance of ingenious and learned correspondents, he continued for a time
to enrich and diversify this morHhly entertainment for the public."

The delicate condition of the beloved Editor's health obliged his giving up
this important branch of his literary work, though, in the short period of his'
management of the Magazine he effectually and permanently stamped upon it a
character which it retains to this day, one which may be tersely summarised in the
words of Holy Writ, "Speaking the truth in love" (Ephesians 3:15). Many of the
precious Gospel hymns which owe their origin to the gracious and gifted pen of
dear Toplady appeared first in our pages, notably that imperishable composition:
which has ministered divine consolation alike in the palace and the cottage, Rock
ofAges, cleft for me. In The Gospel Magazine for 1776 that hymn first saw the
light although it is evident the author penned the immortal lines some time
antecedently, for we find two quotations from it introduced by him in a
"Reflection" on Genesis 12:5, entitled, Life a Journey, which was published in the
Magazine during the previous year. Rock ofAges, signed "AT.", was printed in'
the March number in 1776, and was headed, A Living and Dying Prayer for the
Holiest Believer in the World.

REv. ERASMUS MIDDLETON

Mr. Toplady was succeeded in the Editorship of our pages by the Rev. Erasmus
Middleton, whose father bore the same Christian name. He was born at
Horncastle, Lincolnshire, in 1739. After reading for some time with the Rev.
Joseph Townsend, at Pewsey, Wilts., he, in 1767, entered Edmund Hall, Oxford.

Whilst in residence there, it appears that he was in the habit of meeting Dr.
Shillingfleet (then Fellow of Merton College, a well known writer, and a'
cherished friend of good Lady Huntingdon's) at Mrs. Durbridge's, where the
Doctor, after expounding the Scriptures, and offering prayer, would invite the
students to do likewise.

Those who took part in these gatherings were branded as enthusiasts, who
talked of inspiration, regeneration, and drawing nigh to God, and who sang hymns
in private houses! Dr. DureH, the Vice Chancellor of the University, did not
scruple to expel Mr. Middleton on this charge, along with five other
undergraduates, notwithstanding the friendly intervention in their behalf of Mr.
George Whitefield, Mr. Magowan, and Sir Richard Hill.

On this event occurring, in 1768, Mr. Middleton proceeded to Cambridge,
where he was supported by "Fuller", the banker, a Nonconformist, at King's
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College. His ordination took place in Ireland, the Bishop of Down having
accepted him as a candidate for the ministry. He married a daughter of Sir Gilbert
Grierson, Bart., of Lagg, Dumfries, and for some time ministered at Dalkeith.

In 1775 he was appointed Lecturer at St. Benet's, Gracechurch Street, London,
after he had held a similar post at St. Helen's, Bishopsgate. In 1783 he became
Chaplain to the Countess of Crauford and Lindsay. Soon after this the degree of
B.D., Cambridge, was conferred on him, probably by his having become what
was known as "a ten-year man". In 1784 he accepted the Curacy of St. Andrew
by-the-Wardrobe, under the Rev. William Romaine, and subsequently he became
Curate to the Hon. and Rev. W. B. Cadogan, at St. .Luke's, Chelsea. With the
Evangelical Rector of Chelsea he remained until that gentleman's death, when he
was appointed Assistant Minister at St. Margaret's, Westminster, with the Rev.
John Davis. Here he remained six years, and here he lost his wife, in 1802. Two
years later Mr. Middleton was presented to the Rectory of Turvey, Beds., by Miss
Sarah Fuller, and here he died and was buried in 1805. He left two daughters
(writes the Rev. G. F. W. Munby, the present courteous Rector of Turvey), one of
whom, Elizabeth, married Mr. Hull, of Olney, and the other, Margaret, died,
unmarried, and was buried at Olney, in 1856.

It was during Mr. Middleton's tenure of the London Lectureship that he
conducted The Gospel Magazine. He was a man of deep piety, and his pulpit
discourses were evidently exceptionally powerful and truthful. In The Gospel
Magazine for February, 1776, is found the review of a funeral sermon preached
by him at St. Benet's entitled, Grace Triumphant. This review bears Toplady's
favourite signature, "Minimus", and it speaks of Mr. Middleton's gifts, soundness,
and humility in the highest terms, and of his pulpit style as "masterly and
Evangelical". The preacher was then a young man, and Toplady says: "From the
tenor of his admirable sermon, the public are authorised to expect very great
things from the pen of so devout, so judicious, and so masterly a writer as
Mr. Middleton. Blessed be God for such able and faithful labourers! And thanks
to free grace, that not only the lives of the people who are continually converted
under their ministry, but their deaths also reflect honour and lustre on that glorious
Gospel which is, in deed and in truth, the power of God unto salvation."

Mr. Middleton's portrait appeared in the February Gospel Magazine for 1778.
He brought out his invaluable Biographia Evangelica - an account of eminent
authors and ministers - in four volumes, in 1779.

CONTRIBUTORS

During the first eighteen years of the issue of our Magazine, that is, down to 1783,
the following worthies enriched its pages by their contributions: The Rev. John
Newton, as "Omicron ", twenty-six letters; as "Vigil", fifteen papers - afterwards
forming a most valuable permanent volume; the Rev. John Berridge, as "Old
Everton"; the Rev. Augustus Toplady, under the signatures of "Minimus" and
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"Concionator", as already intimated; Mr. John Ryland, as "Elachistoteros",.
Mr. William Mason, as "WM., Rotherhithe", Mr. Joel Abraham Knight, of
the Tabernacle, Moorfields, as "J.H.K.",. with Lady Huntingdon, the Rev.
Henry Venn, the Rev. William Romaine, Mr. Samuel Medley, and a goodly
cloud of other ready writers in the cause of God and truth too numerous to
be particularised.

MR. WALTER ROlf, 1796-1838

During the period that the issue of The Gospel Magazine was suspended, the
Spiritual Magazine nominally took its place - until 1796 - when Mr. WaIter
Row, a personal friend of Mr. Toplady's, to whom his executors entrusted
many of his manuscripts and the publishing of his works, revived our Publication,
and continued to edit it, supported and aided by the literary contributions of the
Rev. Dr. Hawker, Mr. Samuel Eyles Pierce, Rev. Richard Hale, Rev. Watts
Wilkinson and others, until 1838, when he rested from his labours. The Magazine
maintained its original truthful character throughout the remarkably long
editorship of Mr. Row.

REv. DR. DouDNEy, 1840-1893

For a short time it passed into the hands of the Rev. Bagnall Baker, and in June,
1840, when our much loved and venerated brother and friend, the late Rev. Dr.
Doudney, acquired it, and for fifty-three years edited its pages to the great
edification and comfort of God's scattered people. Our readers need no comments
of ours on the depth of spiritual affection which grew up and to the last continued, •
between themselves and dear Dr. Doudney through the medium of The Gospel
Magazine. Nor can they ever abate their tender love for the memory of the deeply
taught writer of the "Wayside Notes" - the late Mr. Cowell - who edited the
Magazine from the date of Dr. Doudney's death until the close of 1894, when,
having kept the faith, he too finished his course, and exchanged the pen for the
palm, and the "wayside" for the palace of the King.

Blessed men of God! What a record of Christian stewardship have they left
behind them! The imperishable truths, for which they jealously contended, shine
out as brightly from the pages of their time-honoured writings as on the far-off
days when they registered them. And sure we are that, could they now visit us in
person, they would bid us stand fast, contend earnestly for the Covenant doctrines
of the Gospel, and, through grace, prove faithful unto death.

And shall we not, beloved friends? A precious inheritance has come down to us
in The Gospel Magazine from the hands of a noble spiritual ancestry, and with it
corresponding responsibilities.
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Evangelical Religion
J.C. RYLE

"Approve things that are excellent" (Philippians 1:10)

I. EVANGELICAL PRINCIPLES

1. The Absolute Supremacy ofHoly Scripture

Show us anything, plainly written, in that Book, we will receive it, believe it, and
submit to it. Show us anything contrary to that Book, and however specious,
plausible, beautiful and apparently desirable, we will not have it at any price.

2. The Doctrine ofHuman Sinfulness and Corruption
Man is radically diseased. I believe that ignorance of the extent of the Fall, and of
the whole doctrine of original sin, is one grand reason why many can neither
understand, appreciate, nor receive Evangelical Religion.

3. The Work and Office ofour Lord Jesus Christ
The eternal Son of God is our Representative and Substitute.

We maintain that people ought to be continually warned not to make a Christ
of the Church.

We hold that nothing whatever is needed between the soul of man the sinner,
and Christ the Saviour, but simple child-like faith.

4. The Inward Work ofthe Holy Spirit
We maintain that the things which need most to be pressed on men's attention are
those mighty works of the Holy Spirit, inward repentance, faith, hope, hatred of
sin, and love to God's law. We say that to tell men to take comfort in their baptism
or .church membership when these all-important graces are unknown, is not
merely a mistake, but positive cruelty.

5. The Outward and Visible Work ofthe Holy Ghost in the Life ofMan

We maintain that to tell a man he is "born of God" or regenerated, while living in
carelessness or sin, is a dangerous delusion.

It is the position we assign to these five points which is one of the grand
characteristics of Evangelical theology. We say boldly that they are first,
foremost, chief and principal things in Christianity.

11. EVANGELICAL PROTESTATIONS

1. We protest against the modem practice of first personifying the Church, then
deifying it, and finally idolising it.
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2. We refuse to admit that Christian Ministers are in any sense sacrificing priests.
We find that sacerdotalism or priestcraft has frequently been the curse of
Christianity, and the ruin of true religion.

3. We refuse to admit that Christ's Sacraments convey grace ex opere operato.
We protest against the idea that in baptism the use of water, in the Name of the
Trinity, is invariably and necessarily accompanied by regeneration. We protest
against the theory that the Lord's Supper is a sacrifice. Above all, we protest
against the notion of any local presence of Christ's body and blood in the Lord's
Supper, under the forms of bread and wine, as "idolatry to be abhorred of all
faithful Christians".

4. We refuse to join the cry, "No Bishop, no Church". We refuse to believe that
bishops are infallible, or that their words are to be believed when they are not in
harmony with the Scriptures.

5. We maintain that there can be no real unity without oneness in the faith. We
protest against the idea of unity based on a common Episcopacy, and not on a
common belief of Christ's Gospel. We abhor the very idea of re-union with Rome,
unless Rome first purges herself from her many false doctrines and superstitions.

Ill. EVANGELICAL PERSUASIONS

1. Substitute anything for Christ, and the Gospel is totally spoiled!

2. Add anything to Christ, and the Gospel ceases to be a pure Gospel!

3. Interpose anything between man and Christ, and man will neglect Christ for
the thing interposed!

4. Spoil the proportions of Christ's Gospel, and you spoil its efficacy!

5. Evangelical religion must be the Gospel, the whole Gospel and nothing but
the Gospel.

IV. EVANGELICAL PRACTICES

"Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong"
(l Corinthians J6:13)

1. Take heed that personal religion is thoroughly and entirely Evangelical. The
world is possessed with a devil of false charity about religion.

2. Do not compromise Evangelical principles. Watch narrowly new church
decorations, new church music, and a semi-histrionic mode of going through
church worship.

3. Observe that they do no good at all who attempt to mix up Evangelical
preaching and a Ritual ceremonial. The world is never won by trimming and
compromising; by facing both ways, and trying to please all.
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4. Look the danger manfully in the face and fight with the same Word that
Cranmer, Latimer, and Ridley fought with.

5. The path of duty is clear, plain, and unmistakable. Union and organisation of
all Protestant and Evangelical Churchmen; untiring exposure of the Popish
dealings of our antagonists by the pulpit, the platform, and the press. I say -

No surrender! No desertion! No compromise! No disgraceful peace!

_e_

The Narrative of the Cross
GARDINER SPRING

HE was now ready to be offered - such a victim as the sun never beheld - a
sacrifice to abolish and swallow up all other sacrifices - the last oblation. Justice
burned with wrathful fury. It was a spectacle to the universe. God beheld it; for
God was there. His invisible angels laid by their harps, and were the silent and
astonished spectators of the scene. And the dark spirits of hell were there, flitting
across and hovering over the scene, instigating the murderers. They led Him a
little way out of the city, and there "they crucified him". It was not a sudden and
immediate death, but one of agonizing, lingering torment. Nor was it an honorable
one, but the most ignominious ever imposed upon the vilest of men. The Jewish
law stigmatized it as the foulest and most indelible curse, while the sanguinary
code of Rome reserved it as the last and bitterest ingredient infused into the cup
of misery and shame. They strip Him of His cloak, and then of His coat, and then
take off His undergarments, that He may be naked upon the cross. They fasten
Him by nails driven through His hands and feet, and with Him two malefactors,
Jesus in the midst. "It pleased the Lord to bruise him; he hath put him to grief."
This was the bitter cup, and the last stage of His woeful passion.

There was something in this scene of woe which I know not that the human
mind has ever comprehended. Never was there any sorrow like unto His sorrow.
Nor do I know that its full weight and measure can be comprehended; and only
know that, sustained as the man Christ Jesus was by His union with the Deity,
He was overwhelmed. Nay, more, though the created and uncreated natures
were here combined in one Person, it shrank and staggered. The commission
was executed, "Awake, 0 sword, against my Shepherd, and against the man that
is my fellow, saith the Lord of hosts". And when that sword descended, griefs
overwhelmed Him, that were equivalent to the claims of avenging justice on
sinning men, and griefs, in many particulars, resembling those which overwhelm
the reprobate in the world of mourning. Guiltless and adorable as He was, He held
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in His hands that cup of trembling, the dregs whereof "all the wicked of the earth
shall wring them out, and drink them".

The only relief to the gloom of this dark scene is found in the dignity and
loveliness of the Sufferer. While the infatuated Jews still indulged themselves in
their ill-timed and cruel raillery, wagging their heads and saying, "If thou be the
Son of God, come down from the cross", the sole rebuke He uttered was
expressed in the prayer, "Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do"!
To the suppliant malefactor who was suspended by his side He said, "Today shalt
thou be with me in paradise". Here too we find one at least, the best beloved of
His disciples, and some faithful women, undismayed by the terrors of the scene,
and watching Him to the last. Near the cross stood Mary, His mother, weeping;
and with her, John, the disciple whom He loved. To her He says, "Woman, behold
thy son"; to him, "behold thy mother"!

It was now the ninth hour of the day. The important moment fixed on from
eternity for the Author of life to die was at hand. There had been a preternatural
darkness over the land from the sixth hour, when this mournful scene began, to"
the ninth hour. The Father hitherto was wont to smile on His beloved Son; but
now the Sufferer cried, "My God! My God! why hast thou forsaken me?". The
earth trembled; the rocks cleft asunder; the graves yielded up their dead; the vail
of the temple, for so many ages undisturbed, was rent in twain from the top to the
bottom; and Jesus cried with a loud voice, "It is finished!". The scene was over:
And when He had said, "Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit", He "bowed·
His head, and gave up the ghost". The mighty work of man's redemption was
finished. The great event on which Christianity was now completed. The eternal
Son of God had expired on the cross....

Such is the story of the cross. Has it no attractions? Other events there have
been of mighty interest; but this outweighs them all. Distinguished in the counsels
of heaven above all other scenes ever beheld by angels or men, this tragical event
is destined to awaken the attention of a slumbering world. With eager expectation
did men look forward to it before it was accomplished; and now that it is past, will
they look back upon it to the end of time. The world is full of proof of the intense
interest with which the giddy and thoughtless have contemplated the cross, and
the devout gloried in it. No minister of the Gospel ever rehearsed the narrative
without a listening auditory; no mother ever sang it over the pillow of her babe
without tenderness; no child ever read it without a throbbing heart. No living man
ever perused it with indifference; no dying man ever listened to it without
emotion. The cross will be remembered when everything else is forgotten. It has
intrinsic power, and God Himself has invested it with attractions peculiarly its
own. The Scriptures point to the cross, and say, "Behold, the Lamb of God!". The
most emphatic announcement they make is, "Behold the Lamb of God, which
taketh away the sin of the world!". The brightest and most wondrous vision of
John, of all he beheld on earth when lightened by the glory of the descending
angel, and of all he beheld in heaven, was that of which he says, "I beheld, and,



~106 The Gospel Magazine

10, in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts, and in the midst of the elders,
stood a Lamb as it had been slain!". Nothing will interest you like the cross.
Nothing can do for you what the cross has done.

Extract from The Attraction of the Cross, first published 1845

__ e __

Book Reviews
Help Heavenward. Octavius Winslow. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 195,
paperback. £4.95. ISBN 0 85151 775 7.

This little book, subtitled "Help Heavenward - Guidance and Strength for the Christian's
,Life-Journey", really does do justice to its title. There is a very real experimentiality about
.it which is worked out in considerable detail and of great spiritual help to the reader.

Winslow writes from the depths of his own very real experience - it is no mere
academic work, but the loving and gracious heart cry of one who has himself known the
deeps of the Christian's struggle with the world, the devil, and particularly with the flesh.
His whole approach is gentle, understanding and, above all, very positive in his dealings
with the burdened, the tried, and the anxious. One feels in reading that he speaks from no
«ivory tower" but comes alongside and speaks from his own heart to those who are fellow
pilgrims with him.

In the chapter on returning backsliders he has a particularly helpful exposition of the
often discussed statement in Hebrews 6:4-6 which is of great encouragement, but the great
feature of this book is that it is full of positive, loving spiritual encouragement in every
single chapter. Full of sound doctrine and accurate application, this little work is a
treasure, and I recommend it heartily and without reserve. D.J.B.

Line Upon Line, Vols. 1 and 2, and Peep of the Day. Mrs. F. L. Mortimer.
Christian Focus.

The need to instruct our children in the basic teaching of the Bible has never been more
important. Having learned by the often disgraceful example of society and broken
families, children and parents can benefit from these reprints written in modern English.
Mrs. Mortimer (1802-1878) writes simply but with feeling, and a desire that her readers
should live more godly lives. Each chapter relates to a biblical event, with questions and
a text to summarise the lessons learned. The sections are prefaced with a general
introduction to the subject, with some suggestions to help focus the reader's attention.

Volume 1 moves through Genesis, Exodus, Numbers and Joshua, followed by 1 and 2
Samuel, 1 and 2 Kings, Daniel, and Ezra in Volume 2.

Peep of the Day follows a similar format except it is by subject rather than book of the
Bible. There is some embellishment of the accounts and a few printing errors, but in
general the books are worthy of a family's prayerful study.

The series also includes other titles - Precept Upon Precept is an overview of the Old
and New Testaments, and More About Jesus with Lines Left Out deal with lessons not in
the previous books. P.K.
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The Promise of the Future. Cornelis P. Venema. The Banner of Truth Trust.
pp. 538, hardback. £20.95. ISBN 0 85151 793 5.

The Promise ofthe Future fills a gap in Reformed theology in the area of eschatology. For
too long the last things have been understood to be only about the Parousia and the final
judgement. Cornelis Venema has written an exhaustive treatment of the subject with the
view that eschatology began with the birth of Christ, continues at the present time, and
will be finally consummated at the restoration of the heavens and the earth. This is
completely correct, and his handling of the subject is wide-ranging and very good. I
believe that this book could very easily become a standard work on eschatology from the
viewpoint of Classical Reformation theology.

What is refreshing is to see printed the historic view that the future of the world and the
human race is not in some abstract realm beyond time and space, but in the transformed
and gloriously restored creation. For too long a neo-Platonistic model of salvation as post
mortem disembodied bliss has occupied the minds of believers, instead of the biblical and
apostolic vision of the resurrection to a glorious bodily immortality in a restored earth
without end.

If I have one reservation it is with Dr. Venema's handling of the Olivet Discourse. He
uses Jesus' prophecy concerning the destruction of the Temple and Jerusalem in AD 70,·
and the signs accompanying it, as a reference to the return of Christ as well. In other words
he gives them a double meaning as applying to the destruction of the old order of Judai~m
as well as the destruction of the earth at the Second Coming of the Son of God.

This book is useful to theologians and laymen. It is readable and enjoyable. •
recommend it. R. du B.

For Whom Did Christ Die? Tom Wells. Agape Chapel Ministries, P.O. Box 59084,
Norwalk CA 90652, USA. pp. 20, paperback. Free on request.

This is a useful production suitable for giving to Christian people who have questions •
relating to the extent of Christ's Atonement. Did Christ die for literally all mankind, or did
He die for the elect only? This theological question has divided many evangelicals and
this book gives cogent and scriptural reasons why the doctrine of Particular Redemption
should be preferred.

It is unclear whether or not the author intends it for evangelistic purposes. He has a
Gospel appeal to conclude his arguments, so perhaps this is his intention. However, this
reviewer feels the publication would be quite unsuitable for evangelistic use. A.P.

Daily Prayer and Praise - The Book of Psalms Arranged for Private and
Family Use. Volume 2, Psalms 76-150. Henry Law. The Banner of Truth Trust.
pp. 294, paperback. £3.95. ISBN 0 85151 789 7.

The Psalms in this volume cover daily readings for 109 days; each portion begins with a
brief summary of the Psalm and runs to two or three pages. A few verses of the Psalm are
printed in the Authorised Version, followed by devotional comments, and then more
verses of the Psalm are printed with further comments. Longer Psalms are read over
several days and Psalm 119 is read during twenty-two days, a day for each stanza. This is,
a book to encourage the believer - for example, commenting on Psalm 77, Law writes;
"The ways of the Lord are past finding out. It is our wisdom to trust, when we have no
skill to trace."
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Henry Law, the author of these daily readings, was Dean of Gloucester in the 18th
century and an influential figure in the evangelical party of the Church of England. The
two volumes on the Psalms were first published in 1878 and have lost none of their
usefulness with the passing of time. S.K.E.

,Grit, Grace and Gumption - Spiritual Revival in South Wales. Geraint Fielder.
Christian Focus/The Evangelical Movement of Wales. pp. 240, paperback. ISBN
185792 500 9.

It has been a feature of evangelicals that there has been prayer for revival. There is a great
deal of interest in past revivals, and many books are published on the subject. However,
do we know what we are praying for? Are we really prepared for what God does in
revival? Readers of this book may find some of their notions severely tested.

This book is the account of how three men, the Joshua brothers, Frank and Seth, and
John Pugh, were used mightily by God in Wales at the end of the 19th and early 20th
centuries. It charts the rise and decline of the 1904-5 revival. It also presents us honestly
with some of the problems that can face revival, and those that may be associated with it.
Seth Joshua commented in 1907: "The tonic for this anaemic age is Calvinism" (page 146).

• It is even more true today. This book is an inspiring and challenging read, which has been
well researched, and contains many quotations from those present in those blessed days.

The many (sometimes extensive) notes are at the end, and there is an Index of Persons.

EJ.M.
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