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Editorial
"Else what shall they do thtt are baptized for the dead, if the

dead rise not at all?" (1 Corinthians 15:29)

IT is wise to keep to the plain meaning of Scripture. That way we take it to heart,
and that is the best use we can make of these words. Paul uses them to witness to
the reality of the resurrection. Be sure of your own resurrection.

Over 400 different meanings have been given to this verse. I once even saw
these words used to justify a substitute being baptized in place of a very sick
person! The great majority try to force spiritual meaning on them, like, "What

shall they gain who are baptized only to die?" or "What shall they gain who are
baptized in order to convert those who are dead in sin?". There is a very long list
of such guesses, which only serves to show what ingenuity men exercise over a
conundrum. Further, such opposing meanings refute each other.

There are known historical customs concerning baptizing for the dead.
Chrysostom gave just one when he said: "After a catechumen [a new Christian]
was dead, they hid a living man under the bed of the deceased; then, coming to
the bed of the dead man, they spake to him and asked whether he would receive
baptism, and he making no answer, the other replied in his stead, and so they
baptized the living for the dead." The ancient Jews washed their dead and the
ancient Romans had their Februarian lustrations. Suchlike practices were in some
way supposed to help the welfare and happiness of the deceased. The Corinthians
followed a like custom, so Epiphanius tells us.

Thus, later the Church came to place the bread and wine of the Communion in
the mouths of their dead. The whole svstem of masses for the dead has the same
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idea. This is also why the Mormons have paid for the burial registers in archives
to be micro-filmed.

Then there must have been some kindly meant reason for all this. Death often
lends new life to love. We long to prove the sincerity of our love for our dead, and
our love for Christ. You can see how easily a superstitious custom could have
grown up in the Church. Paul is faced by Corinthians whose dead fathers and
mothers may have been outside the faith. In order to bring them into Christ,
well-meaning Corinthian Christians may have got baptized for them. Love for the
dead and love for Christ were their motives.

Paul knew the whole matter was superstition, yet does not condemn it outright.
Neither does he join in or approve. That would be to accommodate himself to
wrong views, and to share in the superstition. Thus he appears to hint at
disapproval. He has been fully identifying himself with the Corinthians, speaking
of our preaching, your faith. He and they are one. But in our verse he changes to
if the dead rise not, what shall they do who are baptized for the dead. It is
impersonal, meaning the views they hold, he does not share. This is much clearer
in the original than in translation.

Let us make sure of our being "in Christ" before we leave very sad places in
the hearts of our loved ones. last rites, masses, washings, baptisms for the dead,
may give some slight comfort to them, but baselessly. Our crematoria echo to
words like "perpetual light shining upon them", countless times daily, but without
foundation. Settle the matter now - Christ will resurrect you. if vou are His,
before vou die- not after.

- o -

A Byeway of Easter Explored
THE EDITOR

"And the lot fell upon Matthias; and he was numbered with the eleven apostles"
(Acts 1:26)

ALL too frequently embarrassing situations arise where the easy way out is either
to refuse to talk, or to tell an untruth. The first involves retiring into silence and
keeping one's distance, thus shutting up the wrong within and in effect saying, "I

do not care what you think". The second involves a lie, or at least prevaricating,
like saying, "I will", when one has no such intention. Or putting matters in a
favourable light. You known the sort of thing - "He said to me," when, in fact, it
was me who said it to him, but it sounds better put that way round. It is the line
of least resistance. Both ways out of any difficulty are fatally simple, and are the
habit of the age we live in. They are adopted by our secular leaders, and are

-l
1

g



The Gospel Magazine 75

cornmori in both business dealings and throughout society. Christians sadly tend
to copy whatever non-Christians do.

christianity is difficult. G. K. chesterton well said: "christianitv has not
been tried and found wanting; it has been found difficult and not tried." one of
the most disastrous kings who ever reigned over Israel was Zedekiah. He was
not so much bad, as weak. Rather than face up to the wicked nobles, he said, "the
king is not he that can do any thing against you" (Jeremiah 38:5). The result
was catastrophic.

The Holy Spirit takes time to tell us how the very early church faced up to a
great and embarrassing difficulty. The account is included between the Ascension
and the coming of the Holy Ghost at Pentecost. Clearly it was one reason the Lord
had in mind when telling them to tarry at Jerusalem. It urgently needed dealing
with. It is an important example for us to heed.

"In those days Peter" - always the impetuous leader - "stood up in the midst."
Have you ever wondered why the number of 120 disciples is mentioned? Because
the Jews only allowed a new society if it had 120 men in it. It legitimized the
commencement of the new society, the church. Peter brought a most
embarrassing matter to the others: "Judas, which was guide to them that took
Jesus." That traitor had given them all a name that stank in Jerusalem. Peter faces
the shameful situation fully, keeping back nothing. Then he suggests a way out -"Scripture". Now the first step in dealing with these situations is to remember
the Book.

So Peter says that this terrible event, when the traitor Judas hanged himself and
the horrible state of his corpse, "was known unto all the dwellers in Jerusalem".
It was most injurious to christ and to us, for "he was numbered with us, and had
obtained part of this ministry" - he was one of the apostles. what peter means is
that the whole of Jerusalem is going round saying: "one of them, chosen out
specially by that Jesus of Nazareth - what bad judgment that deceiver showed -
He and His precious disciples are birds of a feather - He dies as a criminal, one
of His so-called Apostles wretchedly, by his own hand! why, the whole lot are
tarred with the same brush! It is quite clear God's judgment is upon them."
Dealing with that would today be called damage limitation.

Aceldama, the field of blood, was bringing all that christ had done in life and
death into disrepute. Aceldama is an Aramaic word, and that was the day-to-day
language of Jerusalem. It suggests that the news had done the rounds.

Peter now offers a way out. He knows his Bible so well that the Holy Spirit can
bring verses out of Peter's memory, from two Psalms, and join them into one
persuasive and coherent argument, using Psalms 65, verse 25, and Psalm 109,
verse 8. In the first, the righteous sufferer is the victim oftreachery, and the traitor
receives righteous punishment, like Judas. The second recounts a string of
imprecations and curses on the wicked men, and desires that someone else may
take his office of oversight or "bishopric". Thus Peter quotes Scripture as saying,"the office of Apostle which Judas held, must be passed on to someone else".
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So ihe first thing to do when caught in a situation is not to say the first easy
thing that gets one off the hook, but to look to God's Word. And that means self-
humbling, repenting and changing one's habits. That is the first principle.

The second principle in dealing with holes we are in, whether by our own or
another's fault, is to reason the matter. Telling lies only digs us in deeper, aS does
breaking fellowship, staying away, refusing to discuss, and erecting a wall of
silence. Reason it! Peter is saying there is good reason for the remedy he
proposes. "We must appoint someone to take Judas'place." The first reason is that
the task requires it. The Lord appointed twelve, and only eleven remain. It is
necessary, therefore, that Judas' place be filled. You may say, I do not see that
Peter puts it like that. You are right, but if you could read the original of verses 21
arrd 22, the word, "must" near the end, was, in fact, the first word Peter said, put
there for emphasis. It is emphatically necessary. Just think of the size of the task,
winning the whole world. They needed a full band.

We need to follow Peter's method, and reason the situation. It may sound like
making a mountain out of a molehill, but imagine if Peter had tried to slide over
or avoid the situation. It would have festered. The nettle needed seizing firmly if
this public blot on their Master's holy Name, and on their own reputations, was
to be removed. Good came out of evil by reasoning from Scripture. "Wherefore"

logically, since Judas was prophesied by the Holy Spirit long ago in the Psalms,
then it must be God's will to keep to twelve apostles, not just the eleven.

Reasoning from Scripture is rejected by many today, as heavy, complex and not
the simple truth men need. There is a despising of doctrine, which is, after all,
only pure Scripture reasoned out, as somehow unworthy. There is an idea that
reasoning from Scripture is unspiritual, just the beating of a narrow, dogmatic
drum. Something Calvin unfortunately did, but that we, born into the freedom-
loving modern world, no longer need. It is connected with all things negative,
rejectionist and dated. It is no exaggeration to say that much of the Christian
Church worldwide rejects reasoning from Scripture. Please note that the Holy
Spirit highly commends it. All the doctrines we have, came out of attacks upon
the faith. What we had always believed in an unspecific way, had to be formulated
accurately, to repel heresies. Today, doctrine is more needed than ever, as we are
under detailed, continuous attack.

There is a third principle. Good can only come out of public disgrace on our
Master's holy Name by humility on our part. It happened like this: Peter laid
down the two qualifications any successor to Judas must possess. He must be
someone who had been with them all along, and he must personally have
witnessed the resurrection. Look at it this way: two men are seen by the whole
company gathered that day, as fulfil l ing the conditions - one of them is put first,
and the other, Matthias, last. And the man takes it humbly. He is not put out. He
had been learning humility a long time in a hard school. Once, years before, he
had been a disciple of John the Baptist. John had said to Matthias, "behold the
Lamb of God". and Matthias had followed Jesus in Bethabara beyond Jordan.

s
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Iohn and Andrew also followed the Lord Jesus to the house that day, and they
were called, "Come, follow me", but Matthias was not. Did he walk off in a huff,
saying, "I'm finished! I'm humiliated!"? No, he went on following behind the
others. Cowper well wrote: "It takes more grace than I can tell, to play the second
fiddle well."

One morning in the hills, the [,ord Jesus, having been praying all night, chose
twelve by name - but Matthias was not one of them. Again, he bore the personal
slight patiently. Even though Judas was preferred to him! However, he did not
turn sour, but quietly accepted the rebuff. Being a normal man with two eyes and
ears, he must by then have begun to see what sort of a man Judas was, but
Matthias kept true. So he was there when all the disciples deserted the Lord, and
when Jesus turned to the twelve and said, "Will ye also go away?" Matthias must
in heart have joined in Peter's reply, "l-ord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the
words of eternal life". He kept right on, even to the crucifixion, right through it
all to the resurrection.

Now many say the choice of Matthias as the twelfth apostle was a mistake
made by men who had insufficient to occupy their time, who had not yet received
the Holy Spirit and who were led by the unwise, impetuous Peter. They ought
to have waited for God's sovereign choice, Paul. He was the true successor. We
reply, where here does it anywhere even hint at a mistake having been made in
choosing Matthias?

Further, it is alleged against Matthias that he is never heard of again, God thus
signifying he was never truly called, only chosen by men. However, nearly all the
Apostles were never mentioned again individually. Further, the Holy Ghost fell on
Matthias as on all the others at Pentecost

The man's humility shines out. He is chosen by the group to stand forward, in
second place to Joseph, whose surname and Gentile name are given, unlike plain,
simple Matthias. Humility is the great need. Every time a Christian lies, uses
subterfuge or silence to get out of an awkward situation, it proves two things:
pride of heart and refusal to do the [.ord's will. Meekness and lowliness are the
answer. Matthias, Peter and the whole 120 prove it.

There is a fourth way out - prayer. One of my vivid boyhood memories was
sitting in the Sunday School in a mission hall in a back street, whilst the young
man who taught us, a Mr. White, said: "When I was a lad, older boys got me into
stealing from a shop, although I was a Christian. I knew that the shopkeeper
suspected what I had done, and that he was a friend of my parents, so when he
came to the house on the Sunday afternoon soon after, I was very frightened. I
prayed: "O Lord, don't let him ask me if I did it." I knew I would lie through fear.
From upstairs I heard the man talking to my parents, and although I was called
down to say goodbye when he left, he never asked me." In a difficult
confrontation, do not wriggle out, but pray.

These Apostles sincerely wished to know if they were doing right. They said:
"Thou, [nrd, which knowest the hearts [a feeble paraphrase for "Heart-knower"]
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. . . shew whether of these two thou hast chosen." A short, simple prayer, but
followed by a reason; one of the two had to take Judas' place, for he "by

transgression fell, that he might go to his own place". He chose to be a traitor by
loving and indulging one sin, so went where he belonged. Peter had belonged
there too, but our Lord prayed for him, so his faith failed not.

Then they cast lots, trusting in Proverbs 16:33: "The lot is cast into the lap; but
the whole disposing thereof is of the Lord." They wished to have their own
preferences overruled. However, in the coming of the Holy Spirit, our Guide, this
practice ceased for ever. Let us not revert to it, like John Wesley.

So the embarrassing situation was dealt with by simple honesty, and we never
read of it troubling the Church again, although visitors to Jerusalem can still see
"Aceldama". As for Matthias, legends abound, but all we know is that they agree
that he worked and witnessed and braved dangers like the other Apostles and died
as a martyr. Heretics claimed to have received their secret "gospel" from him.

What is certain is that the Holy Spirit inspired Luke to put in this incident to
teach us that the modern way of dealing with unpleasant situations is utterly
wrong. Covering one's tracks with deceit, spin, avoidance of plain answers,
refusal to come clean or blatant dishonesty, are all to be abhorred. Use the method
the Holy Spirit here teaches, turn to Scripture, see what it counsels, and do it,
whatever the cost. Godly reasoning and humility coupled with prayer, brings good
out of evil situations.

- a -

For Younger Readers
CARINE MACKENZIE

OUR SENSE OF SMELL

ONE of the five senses that God has given us is the sense of smell - one that
perhaps we take for granted - but very useful nevertheless

Do you ever find that a particular smell can suddenly make you think of
something that happened long ago? Every time I go into a garden with a box
hedge, the distinctive smell immediately takes me back to my grandmother's
garden where I often played as a little child. The sense of smell brings back
happy memories.

Smell can also warn of danger. If gas is leaking from the pipe, the first warning
of danger comes through our nose. The smell of burning, too, warns us that a coal
has fallen from the fire or that our dinner is going to spoil.

We get so much pleasure from the beautiful scent of a flower, or some fruit or
the ozone at the sea-side.

{
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without oirr sense of small we would not enjoy our food so much. we would
not taste it so well and we would not have such a good appetite.

Some smells are not pleasant and make us turn away - milk that has gone sour
and is not fit to drink or food that has gone bad. That stops us eating something
that might harm us.'when 

lsaac was an oldblind man, his son Jacob wanted to get the blessing due
to the elder brother Esau. He dressed up in Esau's clothes which had the ouidoor
smell of the fields on them. Blind Isaac was unsure of Jacob's voice but when he
smelled Esau's clothes he was sure he was indeed blessing Esau.

When the children of Israel offered burnt sacrifices to God on the altar as
Moses had commanded them, they are described as being a sweet savour (or
smell) to the Lord. This was pleasing to God.

These sacrifices have been abolished. There is no need for them now. for
Jesus Christ offered Himself once and for all as the perfect sacrifice on Calvary.*walk in love," Paul tells the Ephesians and us, "as christ also hath loved us
and hath given himself for us as an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet
smelling savour." This sacrifice was satisfying and pleasing to God like a
beautiful perfume.

__-our sacrifice of praise is pleasing to God. He wants our prayers to rise up to
Him like a sweet smelling perfume. In God's revelation to John on patmoi he
saw the twenty-four elders falling down before the Lamb (Jesus) - each one
w]t! a harp and a golden bowl full of odours or perfumes, which are the prayers
of the saints.

Mary poured a box of precious perfumed ointment over the feet of Jesus. She
was criticized for this extravagant gesture, but Jesus was pleased with her
expression of love for Him. Mary gave Jesus her most treasured possession.
should we not follow her example and give to Jesus our soul, our life, our all?

BIBLE SEARCH

Find the missing words. The initial letters will spell out the part of your body that
is connected with the sense of smell.

1. These are a smoke in my
(Isaiah 65:5).

a fire that bumeth all the day

2. T\e things which were sent from you, an _ of a sweet smell, a
sacrifice acceptable, well pleasing to God @trilippians a:tS).

3. It is a continual burnt
sweet savour. a

4. The vines with the
2:13\.

offering, which was ordained in Mount Sinai for a
made by fire unto the l.ord (Numbers 28:6).

grape give a good smell (Song of Solomon
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He (lsaac) smelled the smell of his
27:27).

kt my prayer be set forth before thee as ; and the lifting up of
my hands as the evening sacrifice (Psalm 1'41:2).

7. And walk in as Christ also hath loved us (Ephesians 5:2).

Lutherts Easter Sermon
Part 2

HENCE, let him who can learn rightly to begin to pray the Lord's Prayer; and to
know what it signifies for me to call God my Father, and for me most truly and
fully to regard and consider myself His dear child and the brother of Christ the
L,ord, who has shared with me everything that He has and placed ne in possession
of His eternal treasures. Here examine and ask your own heart, whether without
doubt and wavering you can thus say from the bottom of your heart; Our Father;
whether you are firmly grounded upon and can be assured before God: I consider
myself Thy dear child, and Thee my dear Father, not because I have merited it, or
could ever merit it, but because my dear Lord wants to be my Brother, and of His
own accord has proclaimed it and invited me to regard Him as my Brother, and
has said that He would also regard me as such.

Only begin this, I say, and see how you will succeed in the task; and you will
soon discover what an unbelieving knave is hidden in your bosom, and that your
heart is too dull to believe it. *O! I am such a poor sinner, nature exclaims. How
dare I exalt myself so highly, seat myself in heaven and boast that Christ is mine,
and I am his brother!" For this greatness and glory is so exceedingly high, beyond
all human sense, heart and thought, that we cannot comprehend it; even as Paul
himself also confesses in Philippians 3:12, that he is pressing on to lay hold of it,
but has not yet attained it. Yea, man is astounded and terrified at himself for
presuming to receive and boast of such honour and glory.

But, what shall we do? We must indeed say, and it is true, that we are poor
sinners, and with St. Peter, we have denied our Lord (I especially above others).
But what shall we do about it? It is enough and more than enough that which I did
against Him in falling away from Him and making myself a knave. Should I, in
addition, make Him a liar and a knave, and deny this comforting proclamation,
and blaspheme? God forbid! "Yea," says the devil through my flesh, "thou art not
worthy of this." Alas, it is true; but if I would not believe and accept it, I would
have to make my Lord a liar, and declare that it is not true when He tells me that

-\
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He is my Brother. God forbid that I should do this, for.that would be rejecting my
God and all my salvation and eternal blessedness, and to trample it under foot.

This, therefore, will I say: I know very well that I am an unworthy being,
worthy to be the brother of the devil, not of Christ and His saints; but now Christ
has said that I, for whom He died and rose again, as well as for St. peter, who like
myself was a sinner, am His brother; and he earnestly would have me to believe
Him, without doubt and wavering, and would not have me consider that I am
unworthy and full of sin, because He Himself will not so consider nor remember
it, as indeed He well might do, having abundant cause to repay His followers and
visit upon them what they committed against Him. But it is all forgotten and
blotted out of His heart; yea, He has slain, covered and buried it; and He knows
nothing to say of them now but that which is kind and good, and he greets them
and addresses them affectionately as His faithful, dearest friends and pious
children, as though they had not done any wrong, nor grieved Him, but had done
only good to Him; so that their hearts may not be uneasy or worried with the
thought that He would remember it and charge it against or visit it upon them.
Since then He does not want it remembered, but wants it slain and buried, why
should not I leave it at that, and thank, praise and love my dear tnrd with my
whole heart, for being so gracious and merciful? Even though I am laden with sin,
why should I go on and brand as a falsehood this gracious word, which I hear
Himself speak; and wilfully reject the proffered brotherhood? If I do not believe
it, I will not receive its benefits; but that neither renders it false nor proves that
anything is lacking in Christ.

If anyone now desires to load himself down with new sins, and does not want
forgotten what He has forgotten, Iet him then so sin that it never will be forgotten,
and he never can be helped; as we read in the Epistle to the Hebrews, 4:4-6, and
10:26, concerning those who have sinned by falling away from God's Word and
rebuking it as a lie. This is the sin against the Holy Ghost. and is described as
crucifying the Son of God afresh and putting the Spirit of grace to an open shame.
From this may God protect all who desire to be Christians!

Alas, there is too much of the old blindness and folly, in which we have been
enveloped hitherto. This ought to perish and be forgotten, now that we have
become his brethren, if we only accept it. If we cannot believe as firmly as we
ought, let us begin, like young children, to drink at least a little spoonfui of this
milk, until we become stronger, and not thrust it from us altogether.

Therefore, though your own unworthiness rebukes you, when you engage in
prayer, and though you think: "Alas, my sins are too many, and I am afraid that I
cannot be Christ's brother," strike out about you and defend yourself as best you
can, that such thoughts may find no room in your mind. For here you are in great
danger of committing the sin against the Holy Ghost. with all confidence and
boldness reply to such thoughts of the devil: I know very well what I am, and you
need not tell nor teach me, for it is not your business to judge this case; therefore,
away, thou lying spirit! I will not and must not listen to thee. Here is my Lord
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Jesus Christ, God's only Son, who died for me and rose again from the dead; He
tells me that all my sins are forgotten, and that He will be my Brother, and that
I likewise am to be His brother; and it is His will that I should believe this from
my heart without wavering.

A knave and a villain, yea, a brother of the wretched devil himself must he be
who would not accept this. Though I be not worthy of it, yet am I in great need of
it; and even if that were not so, God at least is worthy that I should honour Him
and judge Him to be the true God. But should I not believe, I would, in addition
to all other sins, in this worst possible way, heap dishonour upon Him in violation
of the first commandment, in making Him a liar and a vain God. What greater
wickedness and blasphemy has any man ever heard or proclaimed? Much rather
do thus: When you feel that it is too hard for you to believe, fall down upon your
knees and complain to God of your inability; and say with the apostles: "O, Lord,
increase our faith" (Luke 17:57). "I would at heart gladly count Thee my dearest
Father, and Christ my Brother, but my flesh, alas, will not submit; therefore help
my unbelief that I may honour Thy name and hold Thy Word to be true."

See, in this way you will yourself experience what a great conflict it requires to
believe God's Word and to pray the Lord's Prayer aright; not as though this Word
in itself were not sure, steadfast and strong enough, but that we are so weak, yea,
so much like wretched, unstable mercury that we cannot hold fast that which is
well worthy of being held with hands and hearts of steel and adamant.

Formerly, when we were led astray and cheated with lies and false worship, we
could hold fast and comfort ourselves with firm, though false, faith in all the
saints and the brotherhoods of the monks; and joyfully said: "Help, dear lord
St. George, or St. Anthony, and St. Francis, and let me enjoy the benefit of thy
intercessions!" There was no doubting or opposition then; this occupation was
agreeable to us, and we had fists and strength of iron to believe. But here where
Christ, the Truth itself, offers us His fellowship, even invites and urges us in the
most affectionate manner, saying, "Beloved, receive Me as your Brother", He
cannot succeed in leading us to believe and accept it. So mightily do the flesh and
the devil resist and oppose it.

Therefore, I say, it is best for each one, when he goes into his closet and begins
to pray, to make an effort to understand what he is saying, and properly to weigh
two words, Our Father For example: My friend, what are you praying? How does
your heart respond? Do you truly regard God as your Father, and yourself as His
dear child? No, indeed, says the heart, I do not know; how can I presume to
ascribe a thing so great and glorious to myself? Then why do you not refrain from
prayer, when with your lips you call God your Father, while your heart gives the
lie to yourself and to Him as He has revealed himself in His Word? Rather,
confess your weakness and say: I indeed call Thee my Father, and ought to call
Thee so, according to Thy Word and command; but I am afraid that my heart is
lying like a knave. And the worst of it is, not that I myself alone am lying, but that
I accuse Thee also of falsehood. Help me, dear Lord and Father, that I may not
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make Thee a liar; for i cannot become a liar myself without first having made
Thee one.

Therefore, though I realize and experience, alas, that I cannot say our Father
u'ith my whole heart, as indeed no man on earth fully can, else we would already
be in heavenly blessedness, yet will I make an attempt and begin, as a little child
hegins to nurse at its mother's breast. If I cannot believe it fully, yet will not I
count it a falsehood, nor say, nay. Though I cannot play the game as is proper, I
*'ill beware lest I play in opposition as the monks and the despairing hearts do,
*'ho fail to regard Christ as their Brother, but as an enemy and a taskmaster; for
that would be turning Him into the very devil. But I would daily spell at the
fetters, until I am able to repeat Our Father and this sermon of Christ as well or
as poorly as I may. God grant that though I stammer and stutter or lisp, I may to
some degree at least accomplish it.

For, as already stated, this is the sin of all sins, that when God is gracious and
wants all our sins forgiven, man by his unbelief rejects God's truth and grace, and
casts it away from him, and will not let the death and resurrection of Christ the
[-ord avail. For, indeed, I cannot say that this brotherhood, which brings us
forgiveness of sins and every blessing, is my work and doings, or that of any man,
or that anybody laboured or sought for it. For this resurrection occurred and was
accomplished before any man knew aught about it; and that it is proclaimed and
preached to us, is likewise not done through the word of man but by that of God;
wherefore it cannot fail or lie. Since then it is solely the truth and work of God, it
behoves us, under penalty of God's extreme wrath and displeasure, to accept it as
coming from God, and to hold it fast by faith, so that we may not fall into the sin
that is unpardonable.

For whatever other sins there are, contrary to God's command and Law, which
consist of all that we are to do and that God demands of us, these are all covered by
forgiveness, since rve are never entirely free from them during our whole life; and
if God were to reckon with us according to our life and conduct, we could never be
saved. But he who will not believe the word cf Christ nor accept His work, sins a
hundred thousand times more; for he strives against grace, and robs himself of
forgiveness. For it is grace that saith: The law shall not hurt nor condemn thee,
although thou hast sinned against it exceedingly, but these sins shall all be forgiven
and taken away by Christ; since that is why He died for thee and rose again, and
now presents all this to thee, through this proclamation of His brotherhood.

Now if you will not believe nor accept this, but stubbornly set your head
against it, and say: I want no grace, what will then help you? Or what will you
seek further, to obtain forgiveness and be saved? Yea, I will be a Carthusian friar,
go barefooted to Rome and buy an indulgence, etc. Very well, go ahead as you
will, not in God's, but in the wretched devil's name; for by this you have denied
not only grace, but also the law, and are fallen from God completely, inasmuch
as you seek such works and holiness as are not commanded by God, yea, are
even forbidden.
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Should not God be angry and punish us for daily babbling, singing and reading
the Lord's Prayer and the Creed without understanding, faith and heart, and for
thinking nothing not only of Christ, but also of God's Law; boasting instead and
bringing before God only our own efforts and false spirituality, over and above
and opposed to His grace and command, expecting thereby to reconcile Hiih and
earn heaven from Him? This is what we deserve for despising God's Word and
this glorious, comforting proclamation of Christ; to be shamefully blinded and
cheated by the devil, and punished and plagued by the pope; as though God
thereby said: "Very well, if you will not have my Son as your Brother, and me for
your dear Father, then take the pope with his monks, who point you away from
the Gospel, the Creed and the Ten Commandments, to their shabby, stinking
cowls and the devil's brotherhood."

For since they did not want Christ to be and remain our Brother without our
merit and worthiness, and to bring us God's grace and forgiveness of sin; what is
this but really and actually denying faith in God and His Son, as St. Paul says,
Titus 1:16, even though they confess Him with their lips? Just as I too did in my
former blindness, when I helped to sing and read these words with others, and yet
thought far more highly of my monkery and my own works. For if I had accepted
as true and certain what St. Paul says in Romans 4:25 that Christ died for our sins
and was raised again for our justification, in order that we might become his
brethren, then I would thereby have learned that my own works and my monk's
hood could not obtain this for me. Otherwise what need would there have been
for Christ to go and take my sins and the wrath of God upon Himself in His cross
and death, and by His resurrection to place me into the inheritance of the
forgiveness of sins, of eternal salvation and glory?

But now, inasmuch as they cling to their monkery, and seek God's grace by
their own merits, desiring thereby to get rid of and atone for their sins, they
bear witness against themselves that they do not believe what they say with their
lips: I believe in Jesus Christ who died for me and rose again, etc.; but they
believe, on the contrary, in the cowl and cord of the barefooted monks, in
St. Ann, St. Anthony, and in the devil (pardon me), in his rump. Because it is
impossible for one who knows Christ in this brotherhood to be engaged in
such follies as are taught and observed not only without faith and contrary to it,
but also contrary to the commandments, and which are real diabolical sins, the
sins of all sins.

Therefore, in opposition to all this, a Christian ought to acquire the custom of
praying the Lord's Prayer, firmly crossing himself and saying in thought: "Keep

me, dear Lord, from the sin against the Holy Ghost, that I may not fall from faith
and Thy Word, and may not become a Turk, a Jew or a monk and a papal saint,
who believe and live contrary to this brotherhood; but that I may hold fast to a
little fringe of the garment of this brotherhood." Let it be sufficient that we have
believed and lived contrary to it so long; now it is time to pray God to make this
faith sure and steadfast in us.

:.ia
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For if we have this faith, then are we healed and delivered from sin, death and
bell. and are able to try all other spirits, to discern and reject all error, deception,
and false faith, and to pronounce the sentence: He who dons the cowl and shaves
his head in order to become holy, or joins the brotherhood of monks, is a mad,
senseless fool, yea, a blind, miserable, unhappy and despairing creature; he who
tortures himself with much fasting and castigation, like the Carthusian friars or
Turkish saints, is already separated from God and Christ and condemned to hell.

For all this is nothing but blasphemy and contradiction of the blessed heavenly
brotherhood of Christ. They may indeed pray and read a great deal about it, as
lsaiah 29:13 says: "This people draweth nigh to me with their lips," cometh
before My face in the churches with singing and ringing, "but their hearts are far
from me." What pleasure, think you, can He have in such saints, who outwardly
acL as though they were real children of God, reading and singing the Gospel,
employing the most beautiful words and celebrating a glorious Easter festival in
processions, with banners and candles, and yet, do not try to understand or believe
it, but rather oppose it by their doctrine and life?

For if they understood and believed it, they would not cling to their mockery
and vanities, but would forthwith trample their cowls and cords under foot, and
say: Fie upon this shameful brotherhood! To the wretched devil with it, for
opposing the brotherhood taught me by the Creed and the lnrd's Prayer! For it is
not worthy of notice or attention.

Thus Paul, in Philippians 3:5, pronounces judgment upon his own holy life in
Judaism: "I was, says he, a pious, blameless man, not only in my own vain
estimation, but according to the law of Moses; but when I learned to know Christ,
I counted all my righteousness under the law loss, yea, not only loss, but I counted
it refuse and filth. I indeed thought I was a great saint, that I had kept the law
strictly and with all diligence, and counted this my highest treasure and greatest
gain; but when I heard of this brotherhood and inheritance of the Lord Jesus
Christ, O how my pride and the boast of my own righteousness left me so
completely that I now shudder at it, and do not even want to think of it."

See, he extols the righteousness this brotherhood brings us in such a way that
he belittles and thoroughly despises the life and the holiness of all men even when
it is at its best according to the law of God, which law must indeed be kept, and
than which there is verily nothing more praiseworthy and better on earth. And yet,
because it still is our own effort and life, it cannot and shall not have the honour
and glory of making us God's children, and of acquiring the forgiveness of sins
and eternal life; but this is effected when you hear the word of Christ, saying:
"Good-morning, My dear brother; in Me thy sin and death are overcome, for all I
have done. I have done for thee."

This is the ground of St. Paul's defiance of sin and death: "O death, where is
thy victory? O death, where is thy sting?" (1 Corinthians 15:55 and Hosea 13:14).
As though he wished to say: "In times past you were mighty, terrible foes, before
whom all men, no matter how holy and pious, had to tremble and despair; but
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where are you now? How did I lose you so completely? "Why,' he replies,
everything is swallowed up and completely drowned in a victory." But where is
the victory, or whose is the victory? "Thanks be to God," he replies in verse 51,
"who giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ."

This indeed is glorious and great boldness, possible, however, for such faith
alone as that of St. Paul; yet which, as he himself laments, was not as strong as he
desired it to be; still, he certainly had it, and was able to maintain it against the
wrath and power of the devil. That we are not able to do likewise and are still so
fearful and terrified at death and hell, is an evidence that we still have too little
faith. Therefore we have the more reason to impel us to call upon God and pray
and also to ask the supplications of our brethren to that end, and daily to work the
Word into our hearts, until we too, in some degree, obtain this assurance.

Let our adversaries laugh us to scorn and derisively say that we know how to
teach nothing but faith, and let them cry that we must rise far higher and do far
more. But if we only had faith enough, we would soon attend to everything else.
For the chief and most necessary thing, of which they know nothing, is, how to
get rid of the terror of sin, death and hell, and how to acquire a peaceful
conscience before God, so that we may be able truly and heartily to pray Our
Father Where this has not been found everything else is in vain, though we
should torture ourselves to death with our works. But since everybody comes
short in this respect, we need not be ashamed of learning and being concerned
about these things daily, as we are about our daily bread, and in addition we
should ask God to give us power and strength. Amen.

- a -

The Only Refuge of the Troubled Soul
The All-Sufliciency of Christ in the Life and Writings of

James Barry (164I-17 19)

DAVID N. SAMUEL

JAMES BARRY, I believe, exemplifies in a remarkable way, in his life and
writings, this great truth of the Christian faith - the all-sufficiency of Christ as
Saviour. I shall say something first about his life, then about his book, The
Mystery of the Apple Tree, and finally draw some conclusions from both.

James Barry was the son of an lrish bishop and was expected to follow his
fathcr into the Church, but from the beginning of his life he seemed to be marked
out for a different course. When he was an infant. he was thrown out on a dunehill
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in mi6n'inter, in a great snowstorm, by his Irish papist nurse, because she feared
she would lose her life for nursing a heretic's child. This was the year 1641, in
uhich the great Irish massacre began. He lay there on the dunghill for five hours,
until a servant of his father's, happening to be passing and, hearing his cries,
rescued him and took him to his parents. They immediately sent to Dublin for a
phvsician, but the child was not expected to survive. However, despite the
prognostications he did survive, but was sickly and misshapen, and his sickness
continued and increased until one day, in the arms of his nurse, he spotted some
speckled-shell snails. He cried for them and then played with them, after which
he motioned for them to be roasted, and ate them. From that time he began to
recover. I mention these things because I think they are interesting and have no
reason to doubt them as facts, and because they speak to us of the strange
providences of God that sometimes attend His servants, of which we need to be
mindful. He escaped from many other dangers which threatened his life in
childhood, of which he exclaims: "o the adorable and unfathomable depth of
God's incomprehensible providence! "

when he was between fourteen and fifteen years of age, he began to experience
the beginnings of conversion in his soul. The thought came into his mind, as he was
profaning the l,ord's Day, that he must either be converted or sent to hell to be
damned..He did not really understand what these things meant, but he recalled
having heard about them. This made such an impression upon him, that he started
on the work of self-reformation, thinking that was what conversion was, and that it
was something within his own power to accomplish. He became zealous in his
religious duties. He spent most of his time in a little room at the top of the bishop's
castle fasting, praying and reading books. The change in his behaviour was noticed
and his reputation for piety grew amongst friends and relations. But, he says, "I was
at that time but a hypocritical formalist, and a painted legalist, knowing nothing of
Jesus Christ and the Covenant of Grace, no, not so much as the notion,,.

Noq it was when he was in the midst of his religious zeal, that God sent upon
him the "spirit of bondage". By this he meant that he was suddenly apprised of
the fact, that all his religious exercises, in which he had taken such pains and
pleasure, were worthless; that all these things which had become the very ground
of his confidence of salvation were seen to be no more than a refuge of lies. He
felt completely undone. He went to the minister of the parish, who thought he
looked ill. when he acquainted him with his problem, he mentioned some texts,
and advised him to take some exercise and visit his father. He did visit his father,
who could not understand the distress of his son, which to him seemed all
imaginary. In this we see a remarkable parallel to Luther and his experience of
coram Deo, of living before God, before whom the secrets of all hearts are
revealed; and to Bunyan in his relation in Grace Abounding of his experience of
the perpetual and oppressive consciousness of his sin and guilt. In each case also
there were those who advised them spiritually to regard their problems as
imaginary and the products of a fevered mind.
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Having gone to several ministers and dignitaries of the Church, and finding no
relief from their counsel, he concluded that his case was hopeless. A feature of his
experience at this time, which also has parallels elsewhere, was the temptation to
blasphemous thoughts against God and against Holy Scripture. Under these
assaults he felt himself to be sinking physically as well as spiritually, and his body
to be giving way. But what is interesting is, that in all these temptations his mind
was sharp and active, seeking answers to the doubts and questionings that arose,
and searching for refutations of the devil's charges. This reminds us of Luther's
words, that he learned his theology not from books but from his temptations. The
end of this bondage state came when he was enabled by the Holy Ghost to see
clearly the meaning of a Scripture that repeatedly came to his mind; Isaiah 43:25:
"I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions for mine own sake, and will
not remember thy sins." Until then, from the time of his first awakening, he had
thought that conversion was self-reformation, and that it was the power of the
individual'to effect this, by repentance and amendment of life. He was in
consequence under a legal spirit, acting under the covenant of works. This led to
his zeal for religious exercises, until he came to see that it was unavailing before
God. ".I was all for doing and working; and the more works I did the farther I
found myself from true peace and comfort." The Spirit of adoption, who now
came into his heart, enabled him to see, "My chief and only work now was
believing in the Son of God, in whom alone that righteousness is to be found
which reconciles a sinner to an offended God". The Holy Spirit effected the
following things which united him with Christ:

L. He made known to him who the Lord Jesus was and why He came into the
world.

2. He made known the almighty power of Christ to save and reconcile to God
the worst of sinners and that His righteousness alone is that by which the
sinner is justified and accepted by God, and that whole righteousness, active
and passive, is accounted to the sinner as if the sinner had personally
performed the same himself, and that by imputation.

3. He convinced him that God the Father was ready to receive him for Christ's
sake alone.

4. He persuaded him of the 'full and complete provision made by God in the
covenant of grace for the eternal happiness of those who trust in Christ".

5. He showed him that there was such a way as the cross, that we must not look
for worldly advancement, that we must be ready to sacrifice reputation and
credit among men, to become accounted madmen and fools for Christ's
sake, and to prefer Christ before everything and everyone else.

He saw that the Saviour was infinitely desirable to the sinner who is brought
under the convincing power of the Spirit. Christ is the only and all-sufficient
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Sryiourand will admit of no competitors. "I am fully convinced that He needs no
sradjutors to help Him out in this work of saving sinners, seeing He is the holy and
dmighty God, able to save to the uttermost."As before, the Holy Ghost powerfully
mvinced him of sin, when he disciplined him with bondage, so now he convinced
him of "the spotless and everlasting righteousness of the Mediator, God-Man, by
eod for which I was justified in the person of my Surety". Here we see the truth of
6e words, "Ye have an unction of the Holy One, which teacheth you all things",
amply illustrated, for the Holy Ghost does teach the believer of all tirings n"""rrury
to his salvation. All this was accompanied by a powerful sense of the love of God
as il was shed abroad in his heart by the Holy Spirit. "Marvellous and unutterable
were those manifestations of God's love let out upon me His poor nothing creature
in that moment of His Spirit's sealing me in believing, and by the sense whereof
the Holy Ghost filled up those valleys and bottoms in my soul occasioned by the
sharp and terrible workings of the spirit of bondage."

He went to his bed that night with a sense of peace and joy in the Holy Ghost.
His mind was employed upon Christ, and even bodily he felt as if set free from a
great burden which had bowed him down.

His story of his conversion is unusual in many of its circumstances, but rings
true in its reflection of the work of grace in the soul, as detailed in Scripture. He
cautions ihe reader not to regard it as typical, or to question his own experience
of conversion because it does not resemble in all particulars that which he has
related, or because he has not had such sharp experiences of guilt or such exalting
experiences of grace.

The value of his autobiography is as an introduction to the small treatise he
wrote called The Mystery of the Apple Tree, which sets out in a clear and beautiful
way the all-sufficiency of Christ as Saviour. It was his experience which gave rise
to this and which makes it so real and vivid. Its value today is that it comes as news
from a far country. Generally speaking, Christians are unfamiliar with its ideas and
strangers to the comforts of which it speaks. This is because we have lost the
theology out of which this experience comes and which in turn gives rise to it.

I come now to the treatise, The Only Refuge of a Troubled Soul in Times of
Affliction or The Mystery of the Apple Tree. Tltis consists of two sennons
preached on the text from Canticles 2:3:"As the apple tree among the trees of the
wood, so is my beloved among the sons. I sat down under his shadow with great
delight, and his fruit was sweet to my taste." The Song of Songs was often used
by the Reformers and the Puritans in their preaching, because it depicts the
relationship between Christ and His Church. Barry was persuaded to print these
sennons at the insistence of friends who had benefited from them, but also
because of the "real sweetness and soul-ravishing delight which, with the spouse,
I found under the shadow of the sweet precious Jesus who is allegorically set forth
in this metaphor".

In this first sermon he speaks of how Christ, the Church's apple tree, shelters
and protects the believer and, in the second, how He feeds and provides.
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Together they set forth the all-sufficiency of Christ as Saviour in a p6werful and
compelling manner.

. 
SERMON 1 . THE SHELTER OF THE APPLE TREE

First, how Christ shelters and protects. The design of the Spirit in this allegory is
to set forth the "transcendent excellency of Christ above all other of Adam's
children". This is so on two accounts - (i) in respect of Himself: He is true God,
uncreated and therefore above all created things, and in His humanity He is
perfect, pure and sinless; (ii) in respect of the work He came to do, to be Mediator
between God and elect sinners: for this He was specially anointed by the Spirit.
Beside the personal anointing of Christ's human nature. by the Father, He was
given a stock of grace, as Mediator, for the elect. Hence, believers are said to
"receive of his fulness". "Christ, as God, is the source and fountain of all the grace
of believers; as God-Man, He is the meriter and purchaser of all grace for them;
and Christ, as Mediator, hath the dispensing power committed to Him by the
Father to communicate to, and bestow upon, every member of His body, what
measure of grace He pleaseth." He therefore excels all Adam's posterity. None
was ever qualified like Him, nor were any of them ever called to the glorious work
He was to do.

There are three things in the allegory of the apple tree which make Christ a
Nonsuch to His elect. First: The lowliness of the apple tree which speal<s of
Christ's condescension. None can compare with Him in this. He condescended to
become the Father's inferior as a Son and as a servant. This is to be understood of
His office which He voluntarily took on Him for the elect's sake, not in respect of
His naturo or essence, in which there is no inferiority. He condescended to assume
human nature for our sake. He was born into a humble home. The objects of His
love were the poor and despised of the world, for the elect are chiefly to be found
amongst them.

Second: The usefulness of the apple tree in giving shade speaks of Christ's
protection. "Christ is set forth in Scripture as the only shadow of security to the
children of God in time of distress and tribulation. 'For thou hast been a strength
to the poor, a strength to the needy in his distress, a refuge from the storm, a
shadow from the heat, when the blast of the terrible ones is as a storm against the
wall' (Isaiah 25:4).In the most distressed and deplorable condition a believer can
possibly be in, in respect of sin and misery, he is forever secured from perishing,
being found under the shadow of Christ's protection."

Barry now proceeds to describe six sharp and dreadful storms with which
God's elect meet between the cradle and the grave, from all of which the shadow
of Christ's protection secures them.

First, the storm of the law's damnatory sentence. Romans 3:19; Galatians 3:10.
"Here is a storm like the avenger of blood under the law: it will never be laid till
the awakened. convinced sinner be either in hell or sheltered under the shadow
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of Christ's mediatorial satisfaction, given to offended justice for the sins of
God's elect."

Second, the bitter agonies of a wounded conscience. The wounded sinner will
lrempt to make some shelter himself from this storm where he can lick his
round. He will seek to hide and cover himself from the all-seeing eye of God.
He will resolve to be a better man and say his prayers. He hopes that such
:elf-reformation will save him, though he was never nearer to hell than by these
rts of morality. External reformation may fit a man for Church communion but
never for heaven.

Here, he wams of the danger of thinking that belonging to a pure Gospel
Ctrurch will save one. "There are some churches, so-called, who for want of
charity, monopolize a pure church state to themselves, as if Christ has no true
eospel church in this day beside themselves." But security is not to be found in
any visible church. "Healing and peace are to be found nowhere but under the
shadow of Christ's satisfaction."

The third storm is the ftery assaults and temptations of the devil. T\e tempter
shoots his fiery darts into the soul to inject venom and inflame it. "Now, in such
storms as these, what can poor tempted souls do, were it not for the shadow of
Christ's cleansing and healing virtue. The brazen serpent in the wilderness is a
tvpe of the Lord Jesus Christ's virtue to heal the soul when so inflamed. . . . No
sooner does the devil cast his carts into the soul of the believer, but the grace of
faith, like an expert and experienced soldier, whips up the granado and throws it
back on the enemy."

The fourth storm is the wrath of God feared for sin. Not that the elect soul can
be subject to it; Christ has paid the debt in full, but Satan and carnal reason
rcpresent God as a wrathful enemy. When this storm arises in the conscience, the
only refuge is to fly to the shadow of Christ's mediatorial satisfaction that alone
can allay the storm and give the troubled soul inward comfort. We must reason
thus: "God's elect are either secure from the curse of the law and delivered from
the wrath of God or there must be some defect in the justice of God or the
mediatorial satisfaction of the Son of God, the elect's Surety. But there is, there
can be, no defect in the justice of God; nor yet in the mediatorial satisfaction of
the Son of God, the elect's Surety. Therefore, the elect of God are secured from
the curse of the law and delivered from the wrath of God."

A fifth storm with which the elect will frequently meet will be the scorching
heat of tribulation and outward persecutions. Here it is like the merchant ships
that seek the riches of the Indies, they must meet with storms and hurricanes, too,
before they can possess the riches of that country. . . . Of all storms, the hurricane
is the most dangerous, because it comes from all four quarters at once and falls
upon the ship so that it cannot bear up. When it comes, the sailors' hope of
escaping with their lives is at a low ebb. When, in spiritual terms, a hurricane
blows, it also comes down on the soul from all four quarters at once. From the
Devil, the destroyer; from the world, which is at enmity with the children of God;
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from boriupt ndture, which is the worst enemy a man has and which the Devil stirs
up against us. And from God Himself, whose outward providences seem at times
designed to swallow up the sinner altogether. There are four things especially in
respect of which the sinner may be said to be in a storm, in each of which the four
parties mentioned have a hand: (i) extreme poverty; (ii) reproach upon name and
reputation; (iii) sickness and death; (iv) soul-desertion, when the clouds interpose
between God's love and favour and our souls. Any one of these four things may
be compared to a storm at sea, but when all four come upon a man at once, the
soul is made to understand what a spiritual hurricane means.

Job was subjected to all these trials and reproaches, so was David. "All thy
waves and thy billows are gone over me" (Psalm 142:4). But the higher and
sharper the storms were, the close they clung to the object of faith: witness Job's
fixed resolution: "Though he slay me, yet will I trust him" (Job 13:15).

"These, and all the most eminent saints of God record in Scripture, whenever
they felt anything of a storm approaching them, the way they took for self-
preservation, was to run, by faith and prayer, to the shadow of Christ. And, as
they, so every true and upright-hearted believer, when he finds himself stripped of
all outward accommodations, forsaken of all relations and familiar friends, made
an obloquy of the blackest approach, compassed about with the shadow of death,
and the face of God Himself seeming to frown on the dying believer; yet in the
very height of his extremity his faith will catch hold of the apple tree, and there
will hold, come life, come death."

From all this we must learn:
(1\ Because Christ is a perfect Saviour we can admit no other mediator How

sacrilegious and wicked is the doctrine of the Church of Rome which allows other
mediators between God and man beside Jesus Christ - the virgin Mary and the
saints. Christ alone was appointed to that office, as the Bible shows, and He alone
was equipped to effect it. No creature could undertake it. "I have trodden the wine
press alone, and of the people there was none to help me" (Isaiah 63:3). "[s Christ
divided? Was Paul crucified for you?" etc. (1 Corinthians 1:3). "This work of
bearing sin, as a surety for sinners, was so inconceivably great, that I am very bold
in affirming, that had the virgin Mary, with all the other saints whom papists join
with her as coadjutors or fellow-helpers to make her mediation and intercession
in heaven the more successful, joined with her in lying under the weight of the
sins of God's elect, it would have sunk her, and them too, into the nethermost hell;
yea, and all the angels in heaven, had they been under that load."

(2) How near to Romanism it is to bring in something of our own works. Those
who do this, instead of running to shelter themselves under the apple tree, namely,
the righteousness and satisfaction of Christ, run to the false covering of their own
qualifications. How little different from the Romanists are these? "O how hard a
thing is self-denial! For a man to do duty and not to trust in it, for a Christian to
be all in Christ and nothing in himself, in point of merit and trust to obtain the
good he wants!" He who is a true Christian devolves the whole concern of his
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lift and s'aTvatioriffit-tfiE"ffiid Jesus Christ, to be saved by him alone and in His
own way.

(3\ True believers have little reason to be discouraged or dismayed. He who
sis by humble dependence under the shadow of the almighty Redeemer and all-
sufficient Saviour does not need to fear, though all the world were up in arms
against him, for it shall not be able to touch or spoil him, or else He will give him
srength and patience to endure.

(4\ Every sound believer who sits under the shadow of Christ is built upon a
rrck that cannot be moved.

(To nn coNT:rNaED)

'THE LORD SHUT HIM IN'
(Genesis 7:L6)

NOAH was shut in away from all the world by the hand of divine love. The door
of electing purpose intelposes between us and the world which lieth in the wicked
one. We are not of the world even as our Lord Jesus was not of the world. Into the
sin, the gaiety, the pursuits of the multitude we cannot enter, we cannot play in the
streets of Vanity Fair with the children of darkness, for our heavenly Father has
shut us in.

Noah was shut in with his God. 'Come thou into the ark," was the Lord's
invitation, by which F{e clearly showed that He Himself intended to dwell in the
ark with His servant and his family. Thus all the chosen dwell in God and God
in them. Happy people to be enclosed in the same circle which contains God in
the Trinity of His persons. Father, Son, and Spirit. l,et us never be inattentive to
that gracious call, "Come, my people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut
thy doors about thee, and hide thyself as it were for a little moment until the
indignation be overpast."

Noah was so shut in that no evil could reach ftim. Floods did but lift him
heavenward, and winds did but waft him on his way. Outside of the ark all was
ruin, but inside all was rest and peace. Without Christ we perish, but in Christ
Jesus there is perfect safetY.

Noah was so shut in that he could not even desire to come out, and those who
are in Christ Jesus are in Him for ever. They shall go no more out for ever, for

eternal faithfulness has shut them in, and infernal malice cannot drag them out.
The Prince of the house of David shutteth and no man openeth; and when once in
the last days as Master of the house He shall rise up and shut the door, it will be
in vain for mere professors to knock, and cry, "Lord, Lord, open unto us", for that

same door which shuts in the wise virgins will shut out the foolish for ever. Lord,
shut me in by Thy grace! c. H. Spurgeon, in Morning & Evening
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Topladyidentiftesrr-rr;";;X:;r:;:r:*"":"r::r::;
Hervey was never far from Toplady's thoughts. He loved to read how God blessed the man in
spite of his bodily weakness, a fact which gave Toplady hope that the l-ord would continue to
bless his own ministry, in spite of similar poor health. His thoughts were summed up in
Hervey's words showing that preaching is not like sending an arrow from a bow due to the
strength of the archer. It is like pulling the trigger of a gun which has been loaded by Another,
a task the feeblest of fingers can perform. Keeping to the same metaphor, Toplady showed how
in arguing for personal holiness, Hervey insisted that there is no true reformation of manners
unless it occurs under the influence of the Holy Spirit and is produced by the doctrines of free
grace and justification through the Redeemer's righteousness and thus, "Until these doctrines
are generally inculcated, the most elegant harangues from the pulpit, or the most correct
dissertations from the press, will be no better than a pointless arrow and a broken bow."
Toplady showed how every thing that a Christian experiences is due to the strength and mercy
of God and quoted Hervey as saying, "To exercise mercy is God's great prerogative; an act not
of debt but of royal bounty, which he exercises when and to whom it seemeth good in his sight.
I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, is his high and holy resolve."

Toplady learnt from Hervy that true holiness began in the heart but only in those hearts
which had been taken over by God and made his Temple and the dwelling place of his Spirit.
He thus quotes Hervey as saying:

Observe some beautiful and copiaus river. How it exhilarates the country and fructiftes
the soil through which it passes. Bestows a thousand conveniences, and gives birth to
a thousand delights. So the Comforter, dwelling in the heart, gives such charming
views of Christ and his unsearchable riches as gladden the conscience and make us
truly happy. Hence, as lrom an inexhaustible source, true holiness flows and every
spiritual good. This will raise our desires far above earthly, sensual, transitory things,
even as Davidb thoughts were raised far above the shepherd's scrip when he sat' 
exalted on the throne oflsrael.
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Fellowship and Cleansing
D. J.  BRADSHAW (Brooke Chapel,  Norwich)

"If we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship
one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us

from all sin" (1 John 1:7)

THIS first Letter of John is a priceless gem of love and encouragement to the
people of God. It is full of Gospel truth about God, about the people of God, and
about what it really means to be a Christian. To actually know God, and have real
and living fellowship with God the Father and God the Son - this, and nothing
less, is true Christianity. Fellowship with God is the centre and core of all true
Christianity, as John makes clear in his tremendous statement that "Truly our
fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ".

This word fellowship (Greek Koinonia) means communion, sharing in
common, closeness of relationship in living reality with the Father and the Son.
Not just knowing the great Bible doctrines, but living experience - real com-
munion - with the Godhead! And dear John, the Apostle of love, says in verse 4
of this chapter, "These things we write unto you that your joy may be full". For
when, by God's grace, we enter into fellowship with the Father and the Son, the
result is joy, and that ispl/. Yes, there are the dark passages - the struggles against
sin, Satan, and the world, but John's emphasis here is on the fact that fellowship
with the living God brings light and joy, and we must remember that.

So John goes on in verse 5: "This then is the message which we have heard of
him, and declare unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all." We
have to ask, "What ls this Iight?". It is a very big question, and here it primarily
refers to truth and reality. In darkness naturally we cannot see at all - cannot see
any beauty, or shape or size, or where we are going, and everything is full of
danger. But in the light everything changes, and we can see and understand. But
to be in darkness spiritually is to be utterly lost and blind to truth and reality
eternally - something more terrible than words can express.

And when John speaks here of walking in the light, he means knowing the truth
about sin, about knowing the way of salvation, about peace with God through the
sacrificial death of the Lord Jesus, about heaven and hell. And he goes on to say
that if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one
another, and the blood of Jesus Christ cleanses us from all sin. Walking in the
light, therefore, is an active, living relationship to God as revealed in the Bible. It
is to have not only the head knowledge of these truths, but a living and vital
experience of them: of the glory of the Triune God, and the fact that He is love
and light; that He hates sin, and that His holy wrath abides on it; that in holy love
He sent His only begotten Son into the world to save sinners by dying for them
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on the cross to bear the just punishment that was due to them; and that
through Jesus christ and His holy sacrifice there is pardon, peace, and heaven for
all who come to Him personally and look only to Him, His saving blood and
righteousness, for salvation.

Now I ask, "Is that a true picture of you, dear friend?". Can you truly say with
the hymnwriter, "My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus' blood and
righteousness"? And are you living in daily communion with the lnrd and truly
seeking to walk in His ways? Then you may be quite sure that you are walking in
the light. And one of the greatest things ever said by God is said of you. That if
we walk in the light as He is in the light we have fellowship with one another, and
- the blood of Jesus christ His son cleanseth us from all sin. so let us look at -

The cleansing power of the blood of Jesus Christ
This is a statement which is vast beyond description. The blood of christ is a
tremendous subject.'It represents death as the price paid for human sin. we are
told that the life of the flesh is in the blood. And the shedding of the blood of
Christ means that He died to pay the righteous penalty for human sin on behalf of
all believers, as far as the holy law of God is concerned. The punishment of the
sins of all believers was fully borne by the Lord Jesus so completely, that it totally
removed all the guilt of every sin from them, so that we can truly rejoice and sing
with the hymnwriter -

"Payment God cannot twice demand -
First at my bleeding Saviour's hand
And then again at mine."

However, our text deals with another aspect of the precious blood of Christ than
that of removing our guilt. It deals with the promise that that same holy blood
cleanses us from all sin.It takes away all the defilement, the dirtiness, of sin. And
it is here that the precious blood of Christ takes on the character of washing away
all the defilement of sin like a cleansing fountain. So we read in Revelation 1:5
that wonderful phrase, "Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in
his own blood". Again, in RevelationT:14 we read, "These are they which came
out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the
blood of the Lamb". The Psalmist says in Psalm 51:2, "Wash me throughly from
mine iniquity". In Hebrews 9:14 we read, "How much more shall the blood of
christ . . . purge [Greek Kathari - to cleanse] your conscience from dead works
to serve the living God?".

This is a vast theme. But it makes the point uery strongly that the death and
precious blood of Christ not only pays the debt we owe to God's holy law for our
sins, leaving us free from all the claims of that law, but it takes away - washes
away - cleanses us from all the defilement, the dirtiness of sin.

True faith, then, is to enter into the spirit of Hart's hymn, giving one of the great
basic truths of the Christian faith -
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*'Tls to truit our Well Beloved .'
In His blood has washed us clean.
'Tis to know our guilt's removed,
Though we feel it rise within."

fu's true people do often feel the defilement of sin - especially old sins which
r.'ome back to the mind with painful clarity. Satan stirs up our memories and points
to us and says, "See what you did then! Look what you were like then!". And we

feel the defilement of sin rising in our minds, and we loathe ourselves and feel
ashamed. Do you know that feeling? Is it a burden and a distress to you? The
sense and feeling of sin's defilement really can be a very painful feeling. And it is
to such experiences that our text has a wonderful, soul-cheering message. Look
again at our text - "If we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship
one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin."

So, in this text, the blood of Christ is shown in a different light. Not so much
the payment of the penalty for God's broken law, though that is, of course, a
mighty truth, but as a fountain to wash away the defiIement of sin. And not just of
sin, but of a// sin. For those who are walking in the light, the blood of Christ has
this distinctive and wonderful function.

It cleanses us from all sin

Our hymns take up this most blessed theme -

illrr:*f ffi lti'J;:l,'il,1".0,
Lase all their guilty stains."

Again I quote Joseph Hart, when he says that true Christianity, "Is to believe that
Christ has cleansed us, though the leprosy remain".

However defiled and dirty we may feel, yet the blessed truth is real and ongoing
- "The bfood of Jesus Christ . . . cleanseth us from all sin." Not a single sin is left
out. Every sin with which you have ever defiled yourself is washed clean in the
sight of God by that precious blood of Jesus Christ, and it is washed clean now.lt
is done! Isaac Watts cries out for this when he says, "O wash my soul from every
sin, and make my guilty qonscience clean".

And this word "cleanseth" really does mean exactly what it says. It means to
take away - to wash away - to cleanse away, and to do so with such thoroughness
that no defilement remains even in the eyes of God Himself! There was once a
little girl who came home from Sunday School and said to her mother, "Mummy,

I know something that God cannot do". Her mother was startled and said,
"Whatever do you mean?". "Oh!" said the little girl, "He cannot see my sins
through my Saviour's blood."
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Now, dear friends - you who are by grace walking in the light as we have seen,
do you by faith see yourself as described in this text? For that is your true picture
now. The word "cleanseth" is in the present tense. This wonderful cleansing is not
something which will be done in the future, it is something which is being done
now. He ls actually cleansing you from the defilement of all sin, by washing you
in the precious blood of Christ nowl

But, if possible, there is in this precious text something even more wonderful.
The Greek is in the present tense, and it means present and continuous. The literal
translation from the Greek would read - "The blood of Jesus Christ cleanses and
goes on cleansing." It is a process which never ceases to all those who are
walking in the light. o! dear believer, despite all your feelings of defilement, you
arc in fact being cleansed in the blood of Jesus Christ, and that continually.

Finally, you are being cleansed from all sin
We, by nature, are all sinners, and we sin continuously. We are defiled through
and through by sin in thought, word, and deed. And one of the great doctrines of
the Gospel of Jesus Christ is this doctrine of the total cleansing from all the
defilement and filth of all sin. Nothing is left out. The defilement is gone - gone
completely - gone for ever. Gone so completely that I say with, I trust, reverence
and godly fear, that God Himself cannot see it because in His sight it is blotted
out by the blood of Christ, and that blotting out is total.

Isaiah tells us in chapter 44: "l have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy
transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy sins." And the Hebrew word Machah means
to wipe away so that your sins cannot be seen. And in Acts 5:19, Peter, preaching
to the people at the temple says, "Repent and be converted that your sins may be
blotted out". And this Greek word Exaleipho means to wash off- to wipe away -
to obliterate.

Dear friends, are you walking in the light as we saw earlier? In daily
communion with God in christ as your Saviour and Lord? Do you love His word
and seek to live by it? Then let me tell you from the Word of God that you are
even now cleansed from absolutely every sin - free from defilement - washed in
the blood of Jesus Christ. All your defilement is being continuously cleansed
away. You may, by faith in God's Word, say in amazement and yet with certainty,"I'm clean, just God, I'm clean", because of my Saviour's blood. Is that too much
for you to take in? Look again at our text. what else can it possibly mean but
continuous, ongoing, total washing in the blood of Jesus, no matter how defiled
we may feel.

Struggling soul, conscious of your defilement and abhorring it, take this home
with you today. And may the blessed Spirit apply this blessed truth to your soul
untif you realise lhat you, irrespective of your feelings, are actually cleansed in
the fountain which flowed from His hands and side, and that the cleansing is
cont inuous and total .

May God bless His own Word to us all.

--'r
I
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'ds*-."'* Ggorge Barrs
THE MAN WITH A MESSAGE FROM GOD - PART 2

J. E. NORTH

GEORGE BARRS entered Magdelen College, Cambridge, in the autumn of 1795
and took his degree in January 1799. Whilst at Cambridge he sat under the
ministry of Charles Simeon of Trinity Church, Cambridge.

Simeon was the scourge of ungodliness in that university town. He himself was
persecuted for his Methodism and any ministerial candidate attending his ministry
was often refused ordination on the grounds of enthusiasm.

George Barrs was reprimanded for his Methodism and was positively forbidden
by the college authorities to attend Trinity Church. He also attended the weekly
meetings at Charles Simeon's rooms to receive instruction relative to the ministry
of the gospel and the other duties required of a faithful minister of the Word of God.

Notwithstanding his attendance at Trinity he was ordained a Deacon of the
Church of England on Sunday, 17th March 1799, at Ely Cathedral. At his
ordination he would have been required to make attestation of his beliefs in the
doctrine of the Church of England. There is no doubt from his journals that
George Barrs was a true Calvinist. He would therefore have had no problem in
assenting to the doctrine of the Church of England as enshrined in the 39 Articles
and the Homilies when asked by the Bishop. These are the days before the Oxford
Movement and Puseyism. There would have been no equivocation or mental
reservation on his part. Neither would he have placed the 39 Articles within an
historical context as has been done by many Anglican Ordinands in recent years.
There would have been an honest statement that he wholeheartedly held to those
doctrines as being a true statement of belief and teaching of the Holy Scriptures.
The same evening of his ordination he preached at Mr. Simeon's Church, Trinity,
Cambridge from the Text of Scripture, Hosea 5:4: "They will not frame their
doings to turn unto their God." The sermon has not been preserved. He then took
the curacy of All Saints Church, Wareham, in Norfolk. He was then recommended
by Mr. Hemmington to conduct the services at Rowley Regis Church, which
curacy was vacant. Barrs resolved that he would visit Rowley. When it was
known by his parishioners at Wareham that they could lose him, a memorial or
petition containing nearly a hundred signatures was presented to the Vicar
requesting him to prevent, if possible, George Barrs from leaving them, but to
continue with them.

And so it was that George Barrs made his way by coach to Birmingham and
from thence by foot to Rowley Regis in May 1800. He found the village in a
deplorable state. He conducted worship on Sunday, May 4th, in St. Giles'Parish
Church. lrt us view the scene:
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" The interior of the building is, if possible, in a\worse contlition than the
shell. From one end to the other it presents nothing but one continued
spectacle of decay and ruin. The greater part of the pews on the ground
floor are laid with nothing but earth. Many of the seats are so much
lower at one end than the othe4 that sitting on them is like sitting on an
inclined plane.

And so he continues to describe the church.
He takes the desk dressed in his white surplice and reads the order for Morning

Prayer. After Morning Prayer is concluded the congregation sing a Psalm during
which George Barrs leaves the desk goes into the vestry where he dis-robes
himself of the surplice. He then re-enters the main body of the church building
and ascends the pulpit stairs dressed in his black degree gown. After singing of
the Psalm has been completed and the congregation seated, his sonorous voice
speaks clearly and announces his text, "I have a message from God unto thee"
(Judges 3:20). All ears are strained. What is this message from God? He goes on
to speak of the Counsel of God:

"The Judgements of God are unsearchable, and his ways past finding out."
and his 'counsel shall stand" (Psalm 33:11). And first, generally, Iet me
say to all, "l have a message from God unto you"; I come not like Ehud,
with a nuo-edged dagger under my raiment to assassinate you. I seek
neither your lives nor your fortunes; my errand is of a more kindly nature.
I am "come among you in weakness, and in fea4 and in much trembling".
All I have in view is the glory of my great and adorable Maste4 who has
committed to me the "ministry of reconciliation", and made me his
ambassador unto men to beseech them to be reconciled to him; my aim is
the salvation of your souls.

So he continues to expound the Word of God, to speak of the new birth and the
"means appointed by God for the accomplishment of this preparation in his
chosen was Jesus Christ". He then addresses himself to the types or conditions of
the hearers that were in the congregation - (i) to the person who turns a deaf ear
to all these things, (ii) to the hypocritical professor of religion, (iii) to the person
who is hoping for salvation from something he can do, (iv) to the lukewarm
professor, (v) the person who was walking in heaviness before his God, and
(vi) to the person who was going on his way rejoicing in God. To each of these he
had a message from God, pointing out that the "message from God unto thee" was
of Christ and His salvation.

The sermon, his biographer says, "was heard with general satisfaction, and
referred to by many with delight to the latest hour of their lives". Barrs himself
said, "The desire for my staying at Rowley seems pretty general".

Notwithstanding the opposition of the local vicar of Clent, with which the
Parish of Rowley was then united, who was opposed to Barrs'doctrine, George

,.i.4
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hm was licensed by the bishop to undertake the cure of souls within the parish
of Rowley Regis. So commenced a ministry that was to last for upwards of
forty years and that was to change the whole of life within Rowley Regis.
For undertaking this ministry he received the princely sum of f40 per year plus
surplice fees.

Barrs manied the widow of John Haden of Haden Hill in 1801. By her he had
lwo sons and a daughter. Marrying the widow of one of the local gentry gave him
some prestige in the community, but this did not prevent his being continually
persecuted for his Methodism and his Calvinism. In his journal he reflects on his
ministry at Rowley. He writes:

Seventeen years have now passed since I first preached the everlasting
gospel in this parish. This is the anniversary of my ftrst efforts among the
people. . . . During my residence here I have met with various fteatment

from the inhabitants. Persons of almost all descriptions have pursued those
measures towards me which their views and sentiments dictated. Much has
been done with a view to injure me, and not a little with the opposite design.
If I have had foes, I have also had friends. I am not conscious of having
done anything to excite hostilities, besides pursuing the path of duty; nor to
conciliate esteem, beside persevering in the same course. And even if I had
done what I ought in every respect, I could have no claim to merit, but
would say, uI am an unprofitable servant!"

Twenty-nine years are now completed, since the hand of heaven directed
me ftrst into this parish. During all that period with the exception of a few
Sundays in 1808, have I preached the everlasting gospel to the people,
generally twice on Sunday in the church, and once in the week at the
schools. . . . What Jehovah has wrought is not for me to pretend to say, but
whatever good has resulted He has done it.

Thirty-nine years are now complete, since I first lifted up the Gospel
standard in the church of this parish. Wonderful, indeed, are the ways of
Jehovah, and great things he has done. His faithfulness has kept me, still
holding fast the doctrines, all the doctrines of his Word; and according to
my strength, proclaiming them, with zeal and delight not less that at first.

On the final anniversary of his coming to Rowley, some few months before his
death, when he was no longer able to conduct public worship and preach the
gospel, he writes:

In the midst of great weakness, unfitness, and unworthiness, often have I
been ready to faint, but still was kept pursuing. If judged on the ground of
having done all I ought, and as I ought, I must inevitably be found guilty.
But He, whose blood cleanses from all sin, and whose righteousness fully
justifies the soul, is my Surety, in these respects, as in all others. To Him my
soul flies, as my Advocate, Justifie4 Saviour!
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The journals give us a fascinating insight into the life of this man, and 
.also 

the 
d

ministry he undertook at Rowley. we obviously cannot consider every aspect of
his life, the providential deliverances, the persecution, the administration of the
parish in which he was to turn the corruption into a model of high principle which
was admired throughout the area and which became a model that was imitated by
other parishes. We do not have time to consider his desire for the reconstruction
of the old Parish Church and for which he suffered not small opposition, save to
say that, near the end of his life he did lay the foundation ston'e'of a new parish
church. I do, however, want to consider some aspects of his ministry which we
will do after we have considered his death.

(To sn coNruNuno)

Ryle's 56Prophetical Opinionstt

g

DAVID FRY

fThis article is a summary of J. C. Ryleb Coming Events and Present Duties
(1867), reprinted in 1991 by christian Focus Publications, Ross-shire, under the
title of J. C. Ryle - Prophecy. Reu. Dr. L. David Fry retired to Mudgee,.l/.S.U{,
after 35 years in the ordained ministry of the Anglican church of Australia,
Diocese of Newcastle.J

I wAS first introduced to the works of Bishop John Charles Ryle, of Liverpool,
UK, when as a newly-converted 16-year-old I had grave misgivings about the
church of England in Australia. A Scripture Union staff worker gave me his
Knots Untied to read and here I discovered the biblical, reformed and Protestant
basis of the denomination in which I had been taught and nurtured. Over the years
I have found Ryle to be scholarly yet humble, definite yet meek, polemical yet
eirenical, a "mind of granite with the heart of a child" as he was once described,
I seem to recall.

A few years ago, my son Jonathan, who doctors in Scotland, sent me a copy of
Christian Focus' J. C. Ryle - Prophecy. I discovered that there was the very
direction the Lord had been leading me for so many years, clearly and simply
expounded viz. the personal convictions of "one of the foremost Bible teachers of
the last 200 years", according to Christian Focus. Thus, it is my intention to
encourage readers to obtain their own copy with its wealth of biblical references,
commonsense approach and spiritual insight, by briefly giving an overview of
Ryle's views on the End Times.
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The Preface

l( was encouraging to read that the good bishop, "purposely avoided . . . the deep
or abstruse . . . the speculative or conjectural . . . or fixing dates", but states his
pe rsonal opinions on the basis of the teaching of the Bible expounded in his plain
.rnd simple style which has brought so many to an understanding of the Gospel for
so long. At the time of writing he says that he has held these views for more than
-10 years. As he died at the beginning of the 20th century, the reader can work out
* hen he came to these views.

If one only reads this Preface there would be enough material for biblical
investigation to last many days. Here Ryle sets out the "chief articles" of (his)
prophetical creed:

L. "That the world will never be completely converted to Christianity by any
existing agency, before the end comes" regardless of churches, preachers,
missions, etc., and that the earth will be found "in much the same state that
it was in the days of Noah."

2. " . .. that the widespread unbelief, indifference, formalism and wicked-
ness" so obvious in his day and more so in ours, is only what the Scriptures
have prophesied, together with "departure from the faith and love waxing
cold," etc., all confirming biblical veracity.

3. " . .. that the grand purpose of the present dispensation is to gather out of
the world an elect people, and not to convert all mankind." Hard words for
those who follow many modern methods and expectations of great revival
in the Last Days.

4. " . .. that the second coming of our Lord Jesus Christ is the great event
which will wind up the present dispensation . . . as we pray "Thy kingdom
come" so "Come, Lord Jesus".

5. " . . . that the second coming of our Lord Jesus Christ will be real, literal,
personal, bodily . . . before the eyes of men."

6. That after He returns, "the earth will be renewed, curse removed, devil
bound, godly rewarded, wicked punished . . . and not until after He comes
shall the earth be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord".

7. " . . . that the Jews- shall ultimately be gathered again as a separate nation,
restored to their own land and converted to the faith of Christ, after going
through great tribulation" - and this written over 50 years before the
Balfour Declaration, after WW1, let alone the UN establishment of the
State of Israel after WW2 or the Six Day War which united Jerusalem as
the Jewish capital.

8. " . . . that the literal sense of the O.T. prophecies" have been replaced
by "the mistaken system of spiritualising and accommodating Bible
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language" and this by "evangelical" denominations and societies in the
; present day.

g. " . .. that the preterest scheme of interpreting the Apocalypse (fulfilled) or
the futurist scheme (mostly unfulfilled) are either of them to be implicitly
followed. The truth,I expect, will be found to lie between the two."

L0. ' . . . that the Roman Catholic Church is the great predicted apostasy from
the faith" and although in his day Ryle considered it to be both Babylon

: and Antichrist, he concedes "that a more complete development of
antichrist will yet be exhibited to the world."

l'1.. * .. . that it is for the safety, happiness and comfort of all true Christians,
to expect as little from Churches or Governments" at his present time of
Victorian triumphalism and empire. How much more true today as
religious and secular authorities reject their Christian foundations and rush
towards ecumenical, inter-faith and the new world order!

Detailing many of the particular events to come, Ryle is not concerned to be
pushed into making predictions. His comments are restricted to what was, to him,
the plain teaching of Scripture and "if I have learned anything in studying
prophecy, I think I have learned the wisdom of not 'making haste' to decide what
is true".

He concludes the Preface with a sad commentary on the English Church and
Society of his day and faces the prospect of the passing away of "her political
greatness" and of her Protestant Church "about to have her candlestick removed".
However, the "blessed hope" of the [.ord's appearing and His coming to set up
His Kingdom of peace and righteousness is the source of the believer's happiness
and antidote to disappointment in leaders, both secular and ecclesiastical.

The titles of the addresses which make up the substance of J. C. Ryle -
Prophecy are as follows:

1. Watch from Matthew 25:l-13; the parable of the wise and foolish virgins.
2. Occupy Till I come from Luke 19:11-13; the parable of the pounds.

3. What Time is it? from Romans 13:2; questions about world events of mid
19th century.

4. Idolatry to be Destroyed at Christb Coming,Isaiah 2:1.8; of the Church.
5. Scattered Israel to be Gathered, Jeremiah 31:10; literal return of the Jews.

6. The Reading Which is Blessed, Revelation 1:1-3; encouragement to read
Revelation.

7. And so all Israel Shall be Saved, Romans ll:26 and Ezekiel 36:26-38, etc.

8. The Heirs of God, Romans 8:14-17; challenge to faith and assurance in
Christ.
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Book Reviews
Tho Calvinist Doctrine of the Trinity. R T. Bcckwith. Harrison Thst pp. 12. f1.00.
fsBN 0 907223 26 5.
th. Beckwith's paper on this subject was a reply to a lecture by Professor Paul Helm which argued
rhat the ideas of "etemal begetting" and "procession" used in the exposition of the doctrine of the
Trinity, are ideas belonging to the order of redemption rather than to the etemal relations of the
Persons in the Godhead. Thus "begetting" should be understood as a metaphor for the Incamation,
-Father" and "Son" describing the relationship between the incarnate Christ and the Father, and
-procession" simply a metaphor for the descent of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.

By contrast, Calvin's doctrine is that, "By the name of God is understood one simple essence,
comprehending three Persons or hypostases: and accordingly whenever the name of God is used
rndefinitely, the Son and Spirit, not less than the Father, is meant. But when the Son is joined with
rhe Father, relation comes into view, and so we distinguish between the Persons" (Inst. l. 13.20). So
far, so good, but caution is needed for, as Dr. Beckwith says, Calvin's attempt to identify the
distinctive roles of the three Persons is speculative and carries the danger of a move towards
Tritheism. On the other hand, Professor Helm seems to ignore the eternal relationships within the
Godhead, as expressed in the doctrine of Perichoresis, and shows a tendency towards Sabellianism.

This little pamphlet should be studied carefully. E.D.

Operation World. Johnston. Paternoster Press. Introductory pric€ of ll2.9ll.

Here is a gold mine of information about the world and its need of Christ. When the young Christian
who has truly been born of the Spirit sets out to find out what the [-ord would have him or her do
with their life, one great need is information. In one sense information is the curse of our age and
Church. An ill-digested, know-all, dilletante approach not founded on love, is the spirit of our age.
In this book, Wisdom lifts up a loving, caring voice.

When God called William Carey, he opened his eyes to the needs of the world, and the
opportunity of travel to meet that need, through Captain Cooke's Voyages. Carey used the
information to write a book on lands overseas, to move Christians to pray, to give and to go. How
wonderfully he succeeded can be seen by the great evangelical missionary societies started in direct
response to the information in his book, speaking and letters.

Here are well-indexed, clearly laid-out needs land-by-land, with relevant statistics and up{o-date
summaries. May God use this valuable research to strengthen the worldwide Church, raise awareness
of the needs of the lost, and call many to pray, to give and to say, "here am I, send me". E.M.

Challenging Catholics - a Catholic-Evangelical Dialogue. Dwight l,ongenecker
and John Martin. Paternoster Pness. pp. xxx + 208, paperback S7.99. ISBN I 8/,227 096 6.

Many books are available on the controversy between Protestantism and Romanism, and most of
them would be considered dated today. It is, therefore, of great interest to find a modern book on
the subject, where both authors are sufficiently knowledgeable about their respective positions to be
able to contribute effectively tothe debate.

The twelve chapters were originally given as a series of radio broadcasts in london. The two
protagonists, one American, the otherAustralian, both began their Christian lives in non-conformity,
before coming to Anglicanism. The Australian, from Sydney diocese, remained there; the American
went to what he saw as the logical conclusion by "converting" to Romanism. The great interest of
this book lies in its representing up-to-date Romanism, straight from the horse's mouth. There are
more quotations from the Catechism of Catholic Church and the early Fathers than from the Bible.
Those who are familiar with the controversy will find that, underneath the friendly language and
modern terminology, little has changed at St. Peter's. However, as one sees the way in which a



106 The Gospel Magazine

supposedly evangelical Anglican deals with the issues raised, one becomes keenly aware of the
contemporary nature of the debate. He often, but not always, answers well, and stands his ground
before some apparently faultless logic that is intended to show the reasonableness of the Roman
position and the irrationality of the Protestant one. This is particularly true in the areas of authority
and the papacy (chapters2-4).

The conclusion of the book is that such dialogue helps to show how much common ground
there is between Evangelicals and Catholics. Honesty requires that more space be given to the
areas of fundamental disagreement, which themselves determine the shape and nature of the Gospel
we preach. E.J.M.

The Psalter - the Only Hymnal? Iain H. Murray. Banner of Ttuth Tbust. pp. 32,
paperbaclc f1.50. ISBN 0 85f51 809 5.

This is a peaceable and wise attempt to bring Scripture to bear on the controversy between those
who exclude anything except the Psalms from the public worship of God, and those who allow
hymn singing.

The common ground between the two is set out, and the matter at issue defined: can words by
uninspired writers, or indeed from the New Testament, be used in the public praise of God? Or did
God intend the exclusive use of the Old Testament Psalms for the Christian Church?

This raises the question of the other two parts of public Christian worship: prayer and preaching.
Are these also to be confined solely to Bible words, and no words of human invention permitted?
Why restrict praise alone out of these three?

From history, far from proving that Psalm-singing churches always disallowed hymn singing, it
is shown that the opposite is true. The case for singing hymns to the glory of God is then put. The
issues raised go wider. E.M.
* Alternative critiques of the above publication appear in the March 2002 issue of the Free
Presbyterian Magazine and in the April-June issue of the Bible League Quarterly.

Journey to Murder - Road to Forgiveness. Jo Pollard and D. J. Carswell. paternoster
Lifestyle. pp. 140, paperback f7.99. ISBN f 85078 409 4.

There have been many accounts of the Lord's help and invention for his messengers in Eastern
Europe. Christians bringing relief and comfort in Communist lands saw God work with them, but
few have experienced what Jo Pollard and her family record in this gripping account. We must
always separate the sensational from the reality, and this the author has done successfully by simply
saying what happened.

The Pollard family went through trauma most of us will never know, but reading the book should
make us ask questions as to how we might react if our husband died in our arms, murdered in front
of us! Jo Pollard's ability to forgive should inspire every Christian to examine their faith. Both
NKJV and NIV are used. p.K

Areopagus - Exploring the Issues of Reality, Choice and Faith. Roger Carswen.
Paternoster Lifestyle. pp. 60, paperback f2.50. ISBN 185078 427 2,
The Apostle Paul stood on Mars Hill among the debaters of his day. They spent their time quoting
great writers and philosophers, but had not confronted the living God. The book describes in some
detail the setting, message and uniqueness of Christianity, against the worldly, humanistic society of
Athens in Paul's time. The second part of the account explains God's great plan, with salvation,
resurrection and people's reactions.

Strangely, the author uses many quotes and expressions from contemporary opinion, which seem
to sit awkwardly with Paul's insistence on preaching to the people the true and living God. As this
is a book fot unbelievers, it would be wiser to say Christ died for sinnerg ruther than for us. Readers
may need a good education to take all the arguments in! p.K
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Real Lives. D. J. Carswell. Paternoster Lifestyle. pp. 160, paperback f5.9!t ISBN I 85078
4t2 4.

This is an interesting account of different people, from conhasting walks of life, who have
rmdoubtedly known a change in their life. Their remarkable turn of events illustrates the mysteries
of God's plan of salvation, which is different for each believer. There is always the danger when
reding accounts like these to try to build a benchmark in one's mind, and when we cannot come up
ro that standard, despair of conversion. God is sovereign and His ways "past finding out".

The language is clear and simple, although some of the expressions leave room for wide
bt€rPretation. Some readers may find "having a good Christmas with God" rather unorthodox, and
tte Holy Spirit as the "personal power of God" needs further explanation in the light of the doctrine
of the Trinity. An unbeliever will benefit from reading these testimonies, but will need to be
cautioned as well. p.IC

Authentic Christianity.Volume 2 -Acts 4-5.D.M. Ltoyd-Jones.TheBannerofTtuth
Tnrst. pp.328, hardbaclc f15.95. ISBN 0 8515f 807 9.
I felt sad finishing this book; not because of any unhappy ending, but because it was so enjoyable
and stimulating. The good news is that there are plenty more Lloyd-Jones'volumes available and
more yet to be published.

In these 21 evangelistic sennons, the Gospel is the only issue but the depth and range is both vast
and penetrating. "The Doctor" examines, diagnoses and prescribes remedy to the sickly 1960s
London scene of unbelief, liberalism and faith in humanistic education. His style is bigger than his
historical analysis of apostate Britain; he pricks the conscience of the unbeliever who foolishly kicks
against the Bible. Unbelief is unmasked for what it is, wickedness before God.

The sermon flow is maintained as Bible quotations are printed in full for the reader as they would
have been preached. Thankfully, the Banner has retained the beautiful, clear and powerful language
of the authentic version; "piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit".

These sermons are much more helpful than the psuedo-relevant "itching ears" material that so
often passes for preaching today. Hear Lloyd-Jones: "You will never get a good nation until you
get good people in it." Only authentic justified-by-faith-alone Christianity as we find in Acts that
can deliver.

. Cessationists would need to teach with greater clarity to show that the phenomena during revivals
are not apostolic sign-gifts (pp.2O7-8,213). Then this book could be given to children as young as
possible. Pray that they might be so filled with the Holy Spirit that God might yet raise up a new
generation from this miserable nation of dry bones. p.J.R.

Galatians - Geneva Series of Comrnentaries. John Brown. The BannerofThuth Thust.
pp.451, hardbaclc S13.95. ISBN 0 85151 804 4.
This commentary is a masterpiece of exposition and heartwarming reading. Intellectually it is of the
highest standard, but it is also of the deepest experimental warmth. As a theological professor,
Brown's exegesis is full, accurate, and meaningful, but as a pastor he shows a pastor's heart, and
writes for the help and understanding of all kinds of readers.

Absolutely central to the book is the powerful emphasis on Christ and Him crucified, as the one
rnd only true foundation for the believer. Judaism had begun to penetrate the Church in Galatia with
their legalistic requirements, especially the rite of circumcision, and Brown is at great pains to warn
explicitly against a religion which is mixed up between professing looking only to Christ and Him
crucified, and yet regarding circumcision and other things as necessary. So Brown is particularly
clear in his exposition of the words, "If ye be circumcised Christ shall profit you nothing".

I recornmend this great book heartily and without reserve as being a spiritual gem for all types of
reader. It is a masterpiece. 

DJ.B.
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Where was God on September llth? John Blanchard. Evangelltal hlss. pp. 3I.
'Popular Christian Apologetics" booklet. Packs of 10, f9.95. ISBN 0 85234 508 9.

Within the span of 31 pages the author seeks to answer the four most loudly voiced protests against
God for not preventing the attack on the Tkin Towers and at the same time takes the opportunity to
answer the usual criticisms over natural disasters, accidents, wars, and man's inhumanity to man.
This booklet is a well-written presentation for both Christian and non-Christian. The former migl-tt
have had his faith shaken by the events in September or he may have felt unable to answer the angry
questions of those who see the events as proof that God does not exist, or, if He does, He does not
care or is not in control.

This is a good booklet to put in the hands of those who accuse God of indifference but are
prepared to listen to a sensible, logical and biblical explanation of the problem of pain and suffering,
and it will still contain relevant teaching as September llth fades into history. R.S.

Watks and Thll<s with Jesus. David A. Doudney. The Huntingtonian Press, Southampton
SO30 4EB. pp. 71, paperback f3.00.

This is an attractively reproduced booklet by a former editor of the Gospl Magazine (1840-1893).
Short meditations on the Gospels in simple language of walks and talks with Jesus show that Jesus
is a great and gracious Saviour who is able to seek and to save that which was lost, just as He did
here upon earth. He shows the danger of delay and that sickness and near approach of death can
never of themselves work that mighty change of which Jesus speaks: "Ye must be bom again"
(John 3) (page 8) and shows (pageTI), "All who have walked with Jesus on earth shall walk with
Him in heaven". Dr. Doudney was the godly vicar of St. Luke's, Bedminster, Bristol, for many years
in the 19th century and his works are profitable and to be commended. D.C.R.

Please obnrin ""y tt"i liwra ir advenisedJrcm your Imal Christian bookshop, as wc igTetfutlx
arc'iilil in a posilion to supply y.biii requirements.
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