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"God anointed Jesus ofNazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power:
who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil;

for God was with him" (Acts 10:38)

THOSE in trouble resorted to our Lord continually and found relief. Robert
Murray McCheyne wrote: "Men return again and again to the few who have
mastered the spiritual secret, whose life has been hid with Christ in God. These
are of the old-time religion, hung to the nails of the Cross."

Many Gospel Magazine subscribers are indeed Christians in whom the
oppressed can find relief. What is their secret? It is that there is one thing greater
than doing or even right doctrine, vital as these are. It is being. Jesus of Nazareth
is put here before us as a man, and they hide within Him. His secret was that God
was within Him, and doing good and healing the oppressed was the result, both
then and now.

How can I, conscious of so much sin, imitate Him? Your need is the new birth.
It is stronger than all that heredity and environment has made you. It has power
to make a new man of you. Repent, believe, be born again, is the spiritual secret.

The new birth goes on being attractive to others only in those who accept the
path of daily suffering. The narrow way of agonized striving, battling, rejection,
and for His sake suffering the loss of all things, is the spiritual secret. To such a
life men return again and again, like bees to flowers.

I received a magazine from a friend and it said that in the suffering and
devastation caused by the earthquake in Kashmir Province, there is a Christian
hospital, which has suffered a good deal of rejection from the Muslims over the
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years. Although very near the epicentre, it alone stood amid the destruction. And
the same amazing thing happened to the homes of the few Christians in the
Province. The hospital staff have healed many who were oppressed of the devil,
and have toiled to bring relief to villages round about. That both it and the homes
of Christians were preserved when buildings all around collapsed, has caused the
Muslims to think, and to have a new attitude to Christ's people. The new birth,
and hanging on the nails of the cross, are the inner secret of attractiveness.

---e---

• CHRIST'S FIRST TEMPTATION •

A SERMON BY THE EDITOR

"If thou be the Son of God, command that these slones be made bread"
(Matthew 4:3)

WHERE does this come? Immediately after the words from heaven, "This is my
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased". What happened? "Then was Jesus led
up," not to begin His life's work, although He had waited patiently for eighteen
years, until He was thirty years old, the prescribed age at which a Levite began
work in the Temple. Rather, "to be tempted", proving thcre is no life work for God
until what is in a man's heart has been proved. But when tempted, "Let no man
say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with
evil, neither tempteth He any man: But every man is tempted when he is drawn
away of his own lust, and enticed." This is what we forget as we long for
usefulness to the Lord. First must come victory, else how can we preach to others?
How can we reassure our own hearts?

What temptation do we receive? Why, Christ's. He was told by God who He
was, and we are told our new name, and we are pressed in spirit like Paul in Acts
16:7: "They assayed to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit suffered them not." So in
Mark 1:12, "immediately the Spirit driveth him"; or as in Luke 4:1, "filled with
the Spirit and led into the wilderness". Matthew's emphasis by using the gentle
word "was led into the wilderness", emphasizes voluntary co-operation, "Not my
will, but thine be done".

What happened in the forty days? A veil is drawn over them, and we do not
know whether He was continuously tempted or, as seems here, at the end, "when
he had fasted forty days and forty nights". It seems the temptation culminated in
three climaxes, but took place throughout the period. Why do we say this?
Because Lu.\<-e 2:40 and 52 says, He "grew in favour with God". This may seem
a heretical thing to say, but you must agree He grew bodily "in stature", and
mentally "in wisdom", and it is certain He also grew in favour with God, because
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Scripture affirms it is so. That means He gradually came to realize He was the
Messiah. The Babe in the manger did not understand as much as the twelve-year
old who said, "Whist ye not that I must be about my Father's business?". The man
of thirty heard the voice, saw the Holy Spirit in the form of a dove descending on
Him from heaven and heard the voice, "this is my beloved Son".

He had come to the full realization that He was the Messiah, God's Son. As the
thrilling voice died away, leaving Him in ecstasy, the full implication dawned.
How was He to go to the Jews and best explain who He was? They expected a
very different Messiah. Also, He realized that He was the last Adam spoken of in
1 Corinthians 15:45. The first Adam had fallen, and now He was to undo the Fall
of man.

This in prayer pressed down on Him, to know what He was being led to do. He
needed to be alone with His Father to know how to undo all the misery of sin, to
conquer Satan, so as to bind the strong man and enter his house and spoil his
goods. So the Spirit hurries him on, He meekly acquiescing. He is not going into
battle with men. They are mere dupes, but with their master, the devil.

Again, He must learn obedience by the things that He suffered. When a baby
dies, not knowing sin, he goes straight to God. But something is lacking, those
scars of many battles with temptation overcome, the old saint has when he falls
asleep in Jesus. Thus Christ became obedient unto death, and grew in favour with
God. So must we, morally.

Again, He emptied Himself of God's prerogatives, and so was "led", the Holy
Spirit possessing Him as a man, and He did something we must imitate, He let
Himself be led. Not obtruding our "musts" in life into it. As a man He met Satan.
It was necessary He be our Brother, our Kinsman, if He was to rescue us and
redeem us from the slavery of sin.

That is "When"; now "Where?". The usual answer is at the Ford of the
Samaritans where John baptized Him, not far from Quarantania, a wild stony hill
near Jericho, with cliffs between twelve and fifteen hundred feet high, with a
monastery, and honeycombed with the caves of anchorites and hermits who
vainly sought to imitate the Inimitable. So He was "led up" to be tempted there.

Others say on Mount Sinai, Horeb, "for this man was greater than Moses". The
word used in Mark could mean the Spirit carried Him away, as the Spirit caught
up Philip and carried him away to Azotus, and as Paul was caught up into the third
heaven - so they say, was Christ transported to Sinai. So Elijah, after the angel
brought him bread and water as he slept under the juniper, went on the strength of
that meat forty days and forty nights. And so also Moses in Deuteronomy 9:9:
"Then I abode in the mount forty days and forty nights, neither did I eat bread nor
drink water."

IfMoses did that, was Christ tempted in the same place? If Moses did not drink,
did Christ, as "greater" do less? Think, for what would you be most desperate
after forty days without water? Not food, but water. You would die in a few days
without water. You would last much longer without food. So how came it that
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Christ "was afterward an hungered"? That speaks of God having a purpose, if
hunger pains overrode thirst.

The answer lies in this: Christ was the petfect Israel, who wandered in the
deserts of Sinai forty years, and their great temptation was food, so it was Christ's
first temptation. They "ate angels' food", and said, "our soul 10atheth this light
bread". He had to reverse that.

So the temptation was fixed. Not, as the Middle Ages said, tempted to gluttony.
To crave dry bread, after all that time, is hardly a good example of gluttony. No,
the temptation was, like Israel's, not to accept the Lord's provision. That is the
point, for it is no more sinful to make stones into bread than to make water into
wine. We will return to that later.

"To be tempted" raises two great problems. When we meet a problem in
Scripture, we must not shirk it. Perplexity is to be faced. Like a committee faced
with a difficult decision, the temptation is to put it off to the next meeting. Facing
some uncertainty, the temptation is to await further light on it, but faith grows
with grappling with problems and learning truth the hard way.

Why am I tempted? The answer - I must choose goodness. The prophecy on
Messiah in Isaiah 7:10 is, "That he may know to refuse the evil and choose the
good.... Before the child shall know to refuse the evil and choose the good." It
fits with "grew in favour with God". Like the young Messiah, we must refuse the
evil before we can choose the good.

The underlying idea of "tempt" in the original, is to try to get over something,
something requiring resolution, to make an effort, exert oneself, strive, undertake.
So, to make a trial of something, investigate, measure oneself against another,
venture an attack on someone, so get to know by experience.

In the Old Testament it is used of God testing a partner in covenant with Him
to see if he is keeping his side of the bargain. So it never says God tests heathen
people, but only His own possession. Thus if an individual is tempted, he is
always a godly person like Abraham or Job, though the word "tempt" is never
used in Job. That, if you consider it, is why some atheists have led almost perfect
lives. They remained untempted, reprobate, rejected.

This is important, as Deuteronomy 8:2-3 are the verses Christ uses to reply.
Were we to search the Bible all our lives we would not find a more perfect verse
for replying. It sums up the wilderness temptations. Thus Christ consciously
reopens the grumblings and rebellion of Israel in the wilderness, re-enacting
them, this time perfectly, without sin.

Israel had tempted God in Numbers 14:22, "these ten times, and have not
hearkened to my voice", as in Psalm 106: 14, "But lusted exceedingly in the
wilderness, and tempted God in the desert", and as in Exodus 17:2 and 7, where
Moses says, "wherefore do ye tempt the Lord? ... And he called the name of the
place Massah, and Meribah, because of the chiding of the children of Israel, and
because they tempted the Lord." The Man who is the Israel of God in Person,
must face the same temptation over food, and unlike Israel, be victorious.
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So temptation is part of the way God saves a man. "Blessed is the man that
endureth temptation. For he shall receive the crown of life." Abraham thus
became the father of many people. Temptation sorts out the true and the false.

"Hidden in the hollow, of His blessed hand,
Never foe shall follow, never traitor stand."

The word here is in a strong form, the intensive, used thirty-six times in the
New Testament, twelve of them of Christ in the first three Gospels, of temptation
by Satan or by enemies. Tertullian said, "No one can obtain the kingdom of
heaven who has not passed through temptation".

And remember, the Bible says temptation is not in the little daily testings, but
that a final great testing stands at the door, that of apostasy. Luke 22:28-34 says,
"Pray that ye enter not into temptation.... Why sleep ye? Rise and pray, lest ye
enter into temptation." Ahead off us today, close, lies the great mystery of
iniquity, antichrist, the abomination of desolation, Satan in God's place. There is
the final persecution and testing of God's saints by pseudo-prophets and false
saviours. What a danger to integrity, even to faith itself, if we fail. "Lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from" the evil of the final apostasy. How important
is the Saviour's temptation. The Prayer Book Litany puts this perfectly: "By Thy
baptism, fasting and temptation, good Lord, deliver us."

What does it mean, "by the devil"? it is Satan, the adversary or, as Mark and
Luke say, the devil, the accuser. How terrible, for he leads us into sin, then all our
lives, even when we are forgiven, he goes on accusing us.

"And the tempter came to him." How? Bodily? Ever since Eichorn, in the first
decade of the nineteenth century, said Christ's temptation was a myth, we have
had to face the question, What form did the tempter take? Some say the whole
temptation was external and outward. Others that it was supernatural and inward,
a vision. Others that it was inward and ethical - psychological.

We dismiss myth, as this actually happened. Why do we say that? Well, the
disciples were not yet called. No second person was present, so how did they
obtain these accounts of the temptation? There are only two possible ways, either
by revelation, or by Christ's words. As Luke says, he took pains to ascertain each
thing in his Gospel; he could only do that if it actually occurred. So it must be the
Lord's own account of His own experience, from His lips. It is slightly differently
remembered in the three Gospels, as befits faithful and honest witnesses, as of any
incident in a court of law.

So Christ drew a veil over the forty days, but it seems very improbable that the
devil left him alone those days. It was a long struggle with temptation. But that
Satan really came seems evident. How? Some say as a man, "a member of the
Sanhedrin or a Priest", who came to lay a snare for the Lord Jesus, for "as a snare
shall it come on all them that dwell on the face of the whole earth" (Luke 11 :35).
So Christ must meet the trap that tempts and then closes on its victim, as is
happening to all the earth today.
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Those who say Satan came as a man base it on John 13:27, "have not I chosen
you twelve, and one of you is a devil?", and on Matthew 16:23, the words of
Christ to Peter, "Get thee behind me, Satan". They say Judas was the
personification of the devil, like Peter, and like antichrist. But no clear verse in
Scripture says the devil takes human guise. Agents of Satan are not Satan. There
is only one Satan. Devils, demons, men, are only agents. Those who say the devil
came as a member of the Sanhedrin, point out that their messengers had been
p~esent when John had recognized Jesus to be the Messiah.

So, disallowing that the disciples invented the myth of the Temptation as a
parable, was it a vision? Some early fathers said it was, but who then called up
the vision? If Satan did, then the vision must have been inward, but the Lord later
said, "the devil cometh and hath nothing in me". So the devil could not touch the
Lord inside. He had no "tinder" inside, but though tempted in all points like as we
are, He differed from us in having no previous failures or corruption within to be
set alight, as we have. It was certainly outward.

So it was not in Christ's imagination, as some say. To say it arose from an
inward struggle in Christ is Arianism, holding Christ to be something less than
God, who cannot be tempted with evil. Nor was it a symbolic representation,
Christ telling His disciples a truth, but not something that really happened. That
makes these self-created temptations, and is Socinianism, self-engendered. The
temptation really happened, as it is stated, the devil is a real person, spoken of
here in exactly the same terms as God and Jesus. Our Lord said in John 14:30,
"the prince of this world cometh", proving his reality.

And the devil's purpose? To deflect Christ from His path. So the first
temptation is bodily hunger - "If thou be the Son of God". The obvious but wrong
reply would be, "But I am the Son of God". Christ saw deeper. Rather the question
proved to our Saviour that the devil knew that the Son of God had come; that He
must be the expected Messiah; and that the greatest miracles could be expected of
Him. To have affirmed He was God's Son would have been to fall into the trap
the devil was inviting Him into.

The temptation was "Command!" Speak! Make these bread by creative magic.
That shows the devil had listened to John's words in Matthew 3:9, "God is able
of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham". The temptation was to pervert
spiritual power as the Jews did, the seven sons of Sceva, and many others
according to history. Today, a generation that has rejected Christ has turned to
clairvoyants, crystals, wraiths on the TV screen that as fingers point to lottery
"winners". All moralless, demandless, so popular.

There is double meaning in the temptation. First, it is not right that the Son of
God should suffer hunger if He is able to do all things, thus appealing to both
reason and duty. Stay alive, be around instead of dead as you will be shortly
unless you listen to me. What use are you dead? This is the appeal Satan makes
to evangelicals to compromise, to gain influence by sacrifice of a little truth. He
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says, you will gain influence, save souls. If you do not, you will remain obscure,
die out, the Gospel not gain a hearing. What could be more right?

The second meaning in the words, "Command that these stone be made bread",
is not to depend wholly on God. Since God has not taken care of you, not even
giving you bread all this time, He does not care for you. The temptation is the very
same one as came to Adam and Eve in Eden. It is, do not depend on or trust
entirely in God. It is against submission to His heavenly Father. Thus Christ by
refusing is setting the Fall right, succeeding just where Adam fell.

There is still a third hook of temptation concealed in the devil's bait. You, as
Son of God, cannot be limited. Sweep away every difficulty by exercising your
omnipotence. What he fails to add, is the word "selfishly".

The reply is Deuteronomy 8:3: "Man doth not live by bread alone, but by every
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God." This is the perfect verse to reply,
as in it Moses, in his final speech to Israel, sums up the wilderness wanderings,
so Christ sets right that sorry failure at Massah on Israel's part. The meaning of
the reply is that man is greater than the body, the life is more than meat, bread is
the external provision of God. So our Lord is saying to Satan, "God is able to
provide". This is the great failure of many of us, a distrust of the Lord's provision.
Our real life is dependent upon God, so we are not to separate daily food from the
daily Word of God - both are the same.

How different Bible miracles are from others. Their purpose is to prove that the
Son of God is come. In considering the force of this temptation, remember that
the Lord was uplifted in Spirit by the words from heaven at His baptism, and as
He went up to meet the tempter, he was considering how best to prove to the Jews
that He was Messiah, for He knew they sought an earthly saviour. Thus as a man
He was tossed between trust and despair, in a conflict of mixed emotions. The
devil saw his golden opportunity.

Matthew's Gospel is often called that of the kingdom, and so far Christ had
shown Himself as King. Now as Prophet in His use of Scripture, and as Priest as
in, "By thy baptism, fasting, and temptation, good Lord, deliver us".

---e---

• FOR YOUNGER READERS •

C. MACKENZIE

JEHOVAH SHALOM - THE LORD IS PEACE

OUR world is full of unrest, and war. Every news bulletin tells of bombs, and
violence and hatred. Neither soldiers nor politicians can bring peace to these
terrible situations.
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Even in a family or among work colleagues or school mates there is
often quarrelling and arguing, disrupting the harmony of the home or office
or playground.

Gideon lived at a time of trouble and war for his nation. The children of Israel
had done evil in the sight of the Lord and he had allowed the Midianite enemy to
ravage the land for seven years. The land was devastated, the food was stolen but
still the nation disobeyed God.

God had a plan for them. He sent an angel to speak to Gideon, who was
threshing wheat in a wine press, to hide it from the Midianites. "The Lord is with
thee, thou mighty man of valour," the angel told the frightened Gideon. "Thou
shalt save Israel from the hand of the Midianites: have not I sent thee?" said
the Lord.

"My family is the weakest in Manasseh and I am the least in my father's
house," objected Gideon. He felt very inadequate. "I will be with you," the Lord
promised.

Gideon went to prepare some food as a sacrifice and the Lord graciously waited
for him to return.

Following the angel of God's instructions, Gideon put the meat and unleavened
cakes on a rock and poured some broth over them. The angel reached out a staff
and touched the food. Fire sprang up and consumed it. Then the angel vanished
from his sight.

Gideon realised that he had been speaking to an angel of the Lord. He was even
more afraid. But God spoke words of comfort to him. "Peace be to you. Do not
fear: you shall not die." Gideon then built an altar to God there. He called it
Jehovah Shalom - the Lord is Peace.

Gideon did indeed defeat the Midianites in a wonderful way with God's help.
He was given the courage to tear down the altars to the false god Baal, because
Jehovah Shalom, the God of Peace was with him even in difficult and dangerous
war situations.

Those who love the Lord Jesus Christ, experience God's peace. "Being
justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ"
(Romans 5:1). This peace is not dependent on circumstances. Life may be full of
problems and worries and fears, but Jesus has promised his followers his peace.
"My peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your
heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid" (John 14:27).

The peace of God surpasses all understanding.
We can trust in the same God of Peace, Jehovah Shalom. His promises are still

the same.

BIBLE SEARCH

Find the missing word from the texts. The initial letters of your answers will spell
out something from the story.
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1. "These things I have unto you, that in me ye might have peace.
In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome
the world" (John 16:33).

2. "And let the peace of God rule in your , to the which also ye are
called in one body; and be ye thankful" (Colossians 3:15).

3. "For God is not the of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches
of the saints" (1 Corinthians 14:33).

4. "Great peace have they which thy law: and nothing shall offend
them" (Psalm 119: 165).

5. "For he is peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken
down the middle wall of partition between us" (Ephesians 2: 14).

6. "For to be carnally is death; but to be spiritually minded is life
and peace" (Romans 8:6).

7. "And how shall they , except they be sent? As it is written, "How
beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad
tidings of good things!" (Romans 10:15).

8. "Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright: for the of that
man is peace" (Psalm 37:37).

9. "But the meek shall inherit the earth; and shall delight themselves in the
____ of peace" (Psalm 37:11).

10. "But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our
iniquities: the of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes
we are healed" (Isaiah 53:5).

11. "Glory to God in the highest, and on peace, good will toward
men" (Luke 2:14).

The cruelty of our captors manifested itself here in both their treatment of man
and beast. For a while they housed a monkey with us, coming often to torment the
poor creature or taking it outside to do the same. We found a tiny Chinese Sunday
School Quarterly lying near the monkey one day. A boy had been tormenting him
with it and the monkey succeeded in snatching it from him. They said it had
belonged to a white soldier (who had probably been executed). We had been
praying for a Bible or at least some portion of God's Word and so this was like a
drink of cold water to a thirsty soul, as it contained texts of Scripture.

("The Restraining Hand", Captivity for Christ in China, by R. A. Bosshardt)
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• THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE AND
PROTESTANT BEACON •

JAMES ORMISTON

(Written, in 1904, when the Rev. lames Ormiston was Rector of
St. Mary-le-Port, Bristol)

THE Gospel Magazine, established in 1766, occupies the unique position in the
field of religious periodical literature, of being the oldest magazine in England.

Established 183 years ago - for the avowed object of expounding the Gospel of
the grace of God, from both a doctrinal and experimental point of treatment - this
magazine, amidst the various conflicts which during the above-named period
have agitated Christendom, has consistently fulfilled its original design.

Its Editors have included such representative advocates of distinctive
evangelical truth, as Augustus Toplady (whose immortal hymn, "Rock of Ages",
appeared first in the pages of this magazine); William Mason (author of the time
honoured "Notes" on Bunyan's Pilgrims Progress); Mr. Walter Row; the Rev. D.
A. Doudney, D.D. (who conducted the publication for 53 years with remarkable
spiritual results); and the late Mr. George Cowell (who, for 46 years, contributed
to its columns the highly and widely-esteemed "Wayside Notes".

The unswerving fidelity of the Gospel Magazine to the doctrines of grace,
which lie at the root of God's way of salvation, as distinguished from the theories
of Romanism, Ritualism, Rationalism, and Arminianism, have, under the blessing
of the Holy Spirit, made the publication a special "means of grace" to thousands
of God's people at home and abroad, who are deprived of the privilege of hearing
the pure Gospel publicly preached.

The first number of this venerable publication took up a decidedly Protestant
position in relation to the false doctrines of the Church of Rome; and in the
selection of a subject for the first portrait - the forerunner of a series of
phenomenal length - the place of honour was given to John Wickliff, the
engraver's plate being specially executed for the Gospel Magazine, and
subscribed, "The Morning Star of the Reformation from Popery". A special
department of the magazine, entitled "The Protestant Beacon", is devoted to
the controversy between the Bible and the Church of Rome, Ritualism, and
Rationalism.

Correspondence on doctrinal, experimental, biographical, and exegetical
subjects have always been an attractive and edifying feature in this publication,
and among its past issues are to be found some rich treasures of Christian
epistolary literature.

It is at a crisis in the history of the Church of God, when the Pope of Rome is
labouring to reverse the settlement of the English Reformation by schemes for
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re-union with the Established Church; when Sacerdotalism within the Church of
England is avowedly prepared to make terms with the Papacy; when the so-called
"Higher Criticism" is seeking to sap the plenary inspiration of the divine
Scriptures; and when the disastrous tendency of Nonconformity is to accept the
"Down Grade" methods in various forms - that the Gospel Magazine solicits the
extended co-operation of those Christians, of all denominations, who esteem the
pure truth of the Gospel of the free and sovereign grace of God above all other
considerations, and who are determined to "contend earnestly for the faith once
delivered to the saints".

---e---

• SOME IMPLICATIONS OF
SOVEREIGN GRACE •

ROLFE BARNARD (1904-69)

WHY do we use the double term sovereign grace? What does it mean and what
is implied by the epithet "sovereign"as attached to the term grace?

The answer is immediately at hand. The whole so-called Christian world
professes to believe in salvation by grace. Only a remnant within the whole
believes in Sovereign Grace. I am happy to be found among the latter group. The
popular conception of salvation by grace is that God used to be holy, but now He
has found a way to let men off easier. Nearly all of the major groups talk of
salvation by grace and it means, usually, whatever the holder of the view thinks it
means. I am trying simply to say this: there seems to be no division among
professing Christians as to salvation by grace, as the term is used, but there is
great difference as to "Sovereign Grace"! Because I believe there is no grace but
sovereign grace, I use the term and dedicate my own ministry, unprofitable as it
is, to the expounding of sovereign grace and to the calling of the ministry back to
similar action.

(1) What do the terms "grace" and "sovereign" mean? One of the attributes
of God is goodness. The goodness of God is the divine essence seen as
energized benevolently and kindly toward the creature. "I will be
gracious - I will be merciful," saith the Lord. "The Lord is plenteous
in mercy" - "The Lord delighteth in mercy." Mercy and grace are
varieties of God's goodness. Grace has reference to sinful man as
guilty, while mercy has respect to sinful man as miserable.

(2) This attribute (goodness), expressed in grace and mercy, is free and
sovereign in its exercise. "I will be gracious to whom I will be
gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will show mercy" (Exodus
33: 19). The goodness of God is infinite and circumscribed by no limits,
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but the exercise of His goodness may be limited by Himself. God is
necessarily good in His nature, but free in His communication of it. If
the Bible is plain about anything it is plain about the fact that God must
be just toward all men; He may be merciful to some. God owes all men
justice; He owes no man mercy or grace! A sovereign God exercises
mercy and grace as it seems good to Him. "At that time Jesus answered
and said, I thank thee, 0 Father, Lord of Heaven and earth, because
thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed
them unto babes. Even so, Father, for so it seemed good in thy sight"
(Matthew 11:25-26).

(3) Actually God exercises mercy in a general manner toward all men.
Anything this side of hell is mercy! Mercy is found in and by the works
of creation and providence and the delay of punishment, but saving
grace and mercy in Christ are only exercised in redemption and
regeneration toward those whom a sovereign God is pleased to save
(Ephesians 1:3-6; Romans 9:11-16). This is our battle cry! How seldom
it is heard, yet it is the very truth of truths.

If you will consider the history of the preaching of sovereign grace, you will
arrive at the startling fact that every great period of spiritual awakening this world
has ever known has come in connection with such preaching. Brethren, history
and the pale imitation of revival present among us today, demand a re-study of
and a return to the truth of grace in the hands of a Sovereign, whose exercise of
mercy is optional within and to Himself.

The preaching of sovereign grace is not, therefore, the giving of undue
prominence to any single doctrine of Scripture. It is rather the proclaiming of a
sovereign God graciously dealing with sinners as it pleases Him. We are often and
somewhat vociferously accused of being guilty of the first part of this statement.
This writer would certainly join in condemning the same. It is quite true that there
is danger here. Any doctrine isolated from the whole body of revealed truth
becomes perverted doctrine.

The preaching of sovereign grace is not an enemy of true evangelism. Let me
hasten to say that the preaching of sovereign grace will kill deader than a doornail
the message and method of present-day evangelism! And some of us believe with
a deadly intensity that the false message and method must be killed before the true
message and method can become effective. We further believe that the only way
this can be done is by the preaching of truth about God, the truth about man, and
the truth about Christ who died and lives that God might be just and justifier!
These lines will appeal to no one who is happy about the results of evangelism
today, but should you be one of many who mourn here, you will join in the task
of raising up again the standard of sovereign grace!

A sovereign Christ is almost unheard of in church circles today - a Christ into
whose hands all things have been given, who has all authority, who gives life and
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quickens whom He will, who decides the destinies of all men, who is Lord over
all flesh. Present-day evangelism, for the most part, poses to men the question:
"What will you do with Jesus?" Bible or true evangelism poses the question:
"What will the sovereign Christ do with me?" Present-day evangelism says to
men, "Believe and be born again." Bible evangelism says to men: "Be born again
so you can believe." The one makes the new birth depend on an act of men, the
other an act of God. Present-day evangelism takes for granted God's mercy and
grace, rather than marveling at them in adoration and worship. Hear Paul say, "I
obtained mercy"; hear Peter say, "to all who have obtained like precious faith".
How I long to hear this note in the churches today! Salvation today is a physical
rather than a spiritual matter. The preaching of sovereign grace is the need of the
hour if we shall be true to God's Word and true to the souls of men.

---e---

• THE MARRIAGE GOD BLESSES •

BRIAN GARRARD (Basingstoke)

The Civil Partnership Act has serious implications for marriage as we have
understood it for centuries. It will be same-sex marriage in all but name and
Christian believers in particular need to know where they stand on such an issue.

"Blessed is everyone that feareth the Lord; that walketh in his ways . ..
thy wife shall be as a fruitful vine by the sides of thine house: thy children like

olive plants round about thy table. ... Yea, thou shalt see thy children s
children, and peace upon Israel" (Psalm /28).

CONCERNING this portion of Scripture, C. H. Spurgeon wrote: It is a family
hymn - a song for a marriage, or a birth, or for any day in which a happy
household has met to praise the Lord." Dr. George Home could also say: "The
psalm was probably sung at the marriages of the Israelites." As such, it gives a
good description of a happy marriage where the couple are exhorted to fear God
and walk in His ways. The results will be happiness and contentment between
husband, wife and children and blessing upon family life and the Church of God.

In a day when the right concept of marriage is little understood and the whole
institution is trivialised, Christians of all ages, whether married or not, ought to
have a biblical understanding of what it means to be joined to another. Why?

e If married, it may help to bless and strengthen our own relationship, for we
all need to grow in understanding and grace, whether we have been married
for four or forty years.
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• We need to pray for others, as well as ourselves, especially in these times of
great stress and strain. Young Christians in particular need our sympathy and
intercession, so that they may have good examples to follow and receive right
teaching concerning the married state.

• It may be that, in the providence of God we shall be given opportunities to
teach younger people who are about to embark upon matrimony. In addition,
we need to be godly examples to them.

• Regrettably, even some professing Christians ignore marriage and merely
live together. We do need to be watchful and pursue a holy life-style and
abstain from all appearance of evil.

A DEFINITION OF MARRIAGE

• It is a divine creation. Genesis 2:18 says: "It is not good that the man should
be alone; I will make him an help meet for him." Consequently, God made
Eve from the rib of Adam and gave her to him as a wife. "Therefore shall a
man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they
shall be one flesh" (Genesis 2:24). Almighty God instituted and ordained the
married state and we must emphatically reject the notion that it evolved or
that human societies eventually came upon the idea after years of
experimentation. In his wisdom and love, the Lord God gave us marriage for
the blessing and benefit of both sexes. It was not something invented by
tyrannical males to oppress women, but is provided for the good of all. Yet
no one is to be forced into this state, for it is a voluntary union between one
man and one woman to the exclusion of all others (Genesis 2:24).

• Marriage is a covenant relationship. See Malachi 2:14, which speaks about
"the wife of thy covenant". Marriage is seen in Scripture as a solemn and
binding covenantal relationship between husband and wife and one that is
made before God. It is not to be hurriedly entered into or easily broken once
a union has been formed. In addition, such a coming together must take place
before witnesses for it to be a proper and legal marriage. All this is in stark
contrast to "co-habitation", which is often a casual and private affair and in
no way corresponds to a legally contracted marriage.

• Those who are married come into a bond of oneness. Genesis 2:24 describes
the man as cleaving to his wife and of being joined to her, so that they both
become one flesh. This intimate union manifests itself on a number of levels,
especially physically, mentally, and, of course, spiritually. How can this
oneness be maintained and deepened? By keeping Christ at the very heart and
centre of our lives and marriages.

• Husbands and wives are to be loyal to one another throughout their lives
together. Only death should disrupt the uniting and cleaving of believing
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hearts. This union is an exclusive one and those who deliberately set out to
steal the spouse of someone else will ultimately face the judgment of God.
Husbands and wives must see to it that they do not grow tired or become
bored with each other. Sadly this can happen and, if it does, then serious
prayer and reflection is needed, along with possible Christian counsel. We
live in perilous times and Christians are not immune from the temptations
and sensual allurements of the modern world. "God is the witness to every
marriage ceremony," wrote T. V. Moore, "and will be the witness to every
violation of its vows."

• God intended that marriage be a happy and joyful relationship of love.
Consider Ephesians 5:25, for example: "Husbands, love your wives." They
are to love their wives as Christ loved the Church and "gave himself for it".
That is, it is to be real, sacrificial and completely unselfish. God has
determined that husbands and wives should be loving, affectionate and
friendly towards one another, remaining as lovers and best friends for the
whole of their lives and never ceasing in mutual care and tenderness.

WHY DID GOD CREATE MARRIAGE?

We consider three reasons:

• God gives the married state for the mutual help of men and women,
especially the man. See Genesis 2: 18: "And the Lord God said, It is not good
that the man should be alone; I will make him an help meet for him." That is,
someone who is, as Dr. Robert Jamieson put it, "altogether suitable to his
nature and wants". The man and woman are not to compete with each other
or be constantly at odds. Instead, they are "heirs together of the grace of life"
(1 Peter 3:7) and fellow servants of Christ who walk hand in hand to heaven.
As they do so, they must minister to and help one another in the affairs of this
life. The oft quoted words of Matthew Henry on Eve being made from
Adam's rib are worth recording at this point: "She was not made out of his
head to rule over him, nor out of his feet to be trampled upon by him, but out
of his side to be equal with him, under his arm to be protected, and near his
heart to be beloved." It is important that there is mutual attraction and delight
of the eyes, as was clearly the case when Adam looked upon Eve (see
Genesis 2:22-25). This is an agreeable picture and by the grace of God, a
deep friendship and fellowship can grow between husband and wife that
enrich all who come in contact with them.

• Genesis 1:28 gives another purpose for marriage in the goodness of God.
This is the increase of the human race, for it is God's will that families
should spring up, replenishing the earth. The verse reads: "And God blessed
them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the
earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over
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every living thing that moveth upon the earth." It is God's plan that
families should arise and be the means of producing children and populating
the earth. God has also ordained that children should be brought up within
that family unit and be taught, trained and disciplined in a godly and loving
way. Hopefully, they will then become regenerate members of the Church
of Christ, as well as being law-abiding and loyal members of society and
the nation.

• Good marriages, and hence good families, provide the necessary ingredients
for making stable and secure nations. Where family life is weak, so
individual countries are also feeble and fragile. So, too, are churches! A
godly, well-regulated home will be reflected in churches where Christ is
honoured and obeyed. Besides all this, marriage provides for the meeting of
legitimate desires and needs and is a check to sin, weakness and temptation.
We repeat: families who are strong and devoted to Christ will also make for
churches and nations that are morally strong.

WHAT MAKES A HAPPY MARRIAGE?

• Put the Godhead first in all things. Remember the summary of the Moral Law
(Luke 10:27): "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with
all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy
neighbour as thyself." If the Lord is first in our love, faith, prayer, reading of
the Bible and works of service, then there will be an antidote to selfishness.
We shall love our neighbour as we love our self, which also includes one's
spouse. Why are so many marriages unhappy, including Christian ones?
Because husbands and wives are basically self-centred and have forgotten the
fundamental need to love God first and others second. All the while, self
takes the lowest place as we sacrifice and serve. Psalm 128: 1: "Blessed is
everyone that feareth the Lord; that walketh in his ways." Indeed, the whole
Psalm reflects a life and marriage lived for the Lord and taken up with
catering for the needs of someone else.

• Marriage requires work and effort if it is to be happy and blessed of God.
Invest time and attention and it will repay the labour expended. Alas, too
many marriages are in name only because they consist of two people
merely living together in the same building. A husband should aim to
improve his love for the wife and constantly think up ways of caring for
her. How does Christ love the Church? As that question is pondered,
especially in the light of such passages as Ephesians 5:25-33, the husband's
attitude can be transformed and all bitterness soon evaporates. A wife for
her part is to love and respect the husband and give scriptural submission.
Indeed, throughout their lives together, a husband and his wife ought to
humbly serve one another.
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• Love is the key thing. We do not mean just the physical but real, true,
genuine, heartfelt love. It will result in an abiding friendship and respect
which delights in helping and being considerate to one another, as well as
forgiving and being endlessly patient. Coupled with this will be what Robert
Bolton called "mutual contentment with each other".

• Above all, husbands and wives need to pray much together, reading the Word
and worshipping the Lord in the home and in public with other Christians.
These ordinances must never be neglected, not only for our spiritual health's
sake but also for the good of a marriage. In this way, the union becomes and
remains blessed by God and truly happy. Thomas Watson wrote: "God's love
ties the marriage-knot so fast that neither death nor hell can break it."

• An important point should always be borne in mind for the Christian: never,
ever contemplate marriage with an unbeliever. This is a sure formula for
a marital catastrophe and gross folly. It is also blatant disobedience (see
2 Corinthians 6:14) and a terrible departure from Christ. If we love Him and
our own souls, then always see to it that we marry only in the Lord. A pretty
face or handsome figure may beguile some but that is not the vital thing, for
physical attraction can fade but the beauty of holiness goes on for all eternity.

HOW CAN WE BE SURE WE ARE MARRYING THE RIGHT PERSON?

Older and more experienced Christians can be a real help to their younger
brothers and sisters at this time of questioning and seeking to know God's mind.
Consider the following:

• Never rush into marriage but take time to know the mind of the Lord. As said
above, do not even contemplate marriage to a non Christian.

• For true happiness, have a similar spiritual outlook and agreement on views
of churchmanship. Remember, if God gives children, then they need to be
reared in a home where there is complete unity and harmony.

• Are we truly in love or is it an infatuation? Wait upon the Lord. Put Him first
in all things and he will make His way clear.

HAPPINESS OF THE MARRIED STATE

Marriage rightly and properly entered into and blessed by heaven, will glorify
God and is a means of sanctification to husband and wife. We began with Psalm
128 and we must conclude by drawing attention to the magnificent pi~ture we are
given of joy and fullness in these words. May it please Almighty God to bless our
marriages and our homes and perhaps grant something of a spiritual revival and
reformation because of them!
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• JOHN BERRIDGE
THE GOSPEL PEDDLER •

STAN EVERS (Potton. Beds.)

"SOMETHING has happened to the vicar," said the parishioners who attended St.
Mary's Church in the tiny hamlet of Everton, near Sandy, in Bedfordshire. What
had happened? The vicar had become a Christian! To quote his own words
inscribed on his grave, "I fled to Jesus alone for refuge". He gave up depending
on good deeds and trusted in Christ alone for salvation. His conversion took place
in 1756, a year after his settlement at Everton. George Whitefield, the eloquent
evangelist, and John Wesley, the founder of Methodism, became regular preachers
at Everton. Berridge, following the example of these two men, roved around the
villages preaching the Gospel, and nicknamed himself "the Gospel Peddler".

A lady from Lewisham, now in South East London, visited Everton on a
remarkable Sunday, 20th May 1759. Her report of that Sunday sent to John Wesley
appears in his journal. "The presence of God really filled the place and while poor
sinners felt the sentence of death in their souls, what sounds of distress did I hear!
The greatest number, of them who cried or fell were men; but some women and
several children, felt the power of the same almighty Spirit, and seemed just
sinking into hell. This occasioned a mixture of various sounds, some shrieking and
some roaring aloud." Later the vicarage was full of people wanting to speak to
John Berridge about their souls. Mrs. Blackwell wrote about people laughing with
joy because they were overwhelmed with the assurance of salvation.

One man she met in the vicar's home was a "John Keeling, of Potton, who fell
into an agony; but he grew calm in about a quarter of an hour, though without a
clear sense of pardon". Ten days later, Keeling knew for sure that God had
forgiven his sins. Several Pottonians walked the mile to Everton to hear Berridge
preach. John Keeling became one of the nine founder members, and one of the
first two deacons, of the Potton Baptist Church, formed on 13th June 1800 - 205
years later the Potton Baptists still proclaim the same biblical message as John
Berridge that salvation is through faith in Christ alone. (I am the fourteenth pastor
of the Potton Baptists.)

After Berridge's death in 1793, his former curate, Richard Whittingham,
succeeded him at Everton until he became vicar at Potton in 1807, serving for
thirty-nine years until his death at the age of eighty-seven on 14th June 1845.
Whittingham's remains lay in the burial ground of St. Mary's, Potton. Sadly, the
engraving on his gravestone is difficult to read but the words on the grave of his
wife Mary are still clear: "In Christ alone she trusted for salvation. Her character
was distinguished for piety and benevolence; her exertions for the welfare of
young people were exemplary; the work of labour and love adorned her life."
Mary died on 11th February 1831 at the age of sixty-six.
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The inscription on Berridge's gravestone, situated at the side of Everton
Church, asks a question that he often asked in his preaching: "Reader art thou
born again. No salvation without a new birth." What is your response to that
question?

---e---

• STUDIES IN NUMBERS

PETER KING (Hailsham)

11 •

Chapter 16-
GOD IS NOT MOCKED (verses 18-50)

KORAH'S arrogance persisted to the end, either in bluff or blind confidence, for
next morning he arrives at the tabernacle "with all the congregation". So pleased
to prove he is right he calls witnesses.

The glory of the Lord. The scene is dramatic and the people stand in
expectation of a spectacular event. Despite the sinful actions of Korah and his
friends the Lord comes in His glory to the congregation. Our sin cannot lessen
the great and glorious Jehovah, and we do well to approach Him with awe and
reverence. Notice the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, not Korah, because the two
brothers were the appointed way to the people. Unbelievers call on God in their
time of distress but outside Jesus Christ the call is in vain. No one comes to the
Father but through Me, said Jesus.

The separating word. God's anger is obvious as he tells Moses and Aaron to
move away from the congregation so He can destroy them all. See this meekest
of all men as he pleads with God not to destroy the righteous with the wicked
(verse 22). The prayer being answered, the command is changed to isolating
Korah, Dathan and Abiram. The stand-off begins and Moses confronts the people
and the rebels by announcing how the people will know who is in the right. "If
these men die naturally then I'm wrong," says Moses, "but if a new thing occurs
then they have provoked the Lord." It seems that immediately he sets out the
conditions the desert opened and swallowed up Korah and all those with him,
women and children. The people panic and flee to their tents, and no wonder 
this has never happened before!

The perpetual memory. Do we learn from the past? The censers with which
Korah had displayed his arrogance became an added covering for the altar, so the
people could see them continually. No one outside Aaron's family could be a
priest, and Moses, vindicated by this dramatic event may have thought that would
be the end of the matter, but next day the people blame him and Aaron for Korah's
death. It seems unbelievable that the Israelites, having seen Korah judged, should
turn on Moses. Such is the hardness of the human heart that not only did they
support Korah in his defiant stand, but then they accuse Moses of murder!
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Like these Israelites, Christians are ready to react against the slightest offence,
and at the same time expect God to forgive all their sins without a murmur. What
a deception! The tabernacle had a continuing reminder of those who acted sinfully
and yet within a few minutes they want Moses out of the way.

"For the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?"

SALVATION BY GRACE

There are only 10 verses in this study, but the picture they paint warrants the
detail. The people went back to their tents with the scene of Korah's death vivid
in their minds, yet they still blame Moses. It must have been obvious Moses was
right, yet public opinion is against him. That sounds familiar in our society where
right is wrong and wickedness righteousness. Did they think the Lord would not
react to this blatant disregard for truth? They soon found the answer for, as they
voiced their protest, the cloud covered the tabernacle, "and the glory of the Lord
appeared" (verse 42). In other words God appeared! The "we want" attitude met
God head-on and we live in days when people say "I want" and will go to extreme
lengths to get what they want. The result is abortion (because they want freedom);
AIDS (because they seek satisfaction); divorce (because of lust), war (because
of power).

God said "no more". Get away from the congregation, Moses and Aaron, I am
going to destroy them. The plague, already begun, started to flow through the
camp, and drastic action became necessary. Sin is like that plague, making its
relentless way down the generations, devouring all in its path. God cannot and
will not excuse the "smallest" sin, for He is just and holy.

Moses said "atonement". The Lord's anger is evident (verse 46) and Moses
knew there was only one way to stop the outcome - atonement, sometimes broken
down as "at-one-ment". Reconciliation between God and people is the way to
salvation from sin and we have our Advocate with the Father, our Lord Jesus
Christ. Aaron is a wonderful picture of our Saviour as he takes the censer and runs
among the people. He stood between the living and the dead (verse 48) and the
plague stopped. Our Jesus came to save us, running to our rescue, when sin would
have overwhelmed us. QQ..x9.l! thankJ::ljm fOl:...heing-y_our Sa~i.!tur ~v~.(y~clay'-?

Amazing grace. God's anger is real and that makes it all the more amazing that
Aaron's simple act of atonement stopped the plague. Although God is holy He is
also just, and remembers His covenant and promises. All the sacrifices of the
ceremonial law looked to Christ the great Sacrifice, but here we learn incense also
brings atonement. Have you thought how brave Aaron was to go into the midst of
an angry mob, remarks Matthew Henry. The Lord Jesus Christ came to an earth
hostile to Him and His teaching, for while we were sinners He died for the ungodly.
In this outbreak of plague 14,700 died before Aaron interceded for them, but none
of the Church will be lost, for the blood of Jesus Christ cleanses us from all sins.



The Gospel Magazine

"Amazing grace, how sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me.
I once was lost, but now am found,
Was blind but now I see."

---e---

• THOMAS CRANMER •

J. E. cox

Part 11

93

AND thus, by means of doctor Cranmer's handling of this matter with the king,
not only certain learned men were sent abroad to the most part of the universities
in Christendom to dispute the question, but also the same being, by commission,
disputed by the divines in both the universities of Cambridge and Oxford, it was
there concluded that no such matrimony was by the Word of God lawful.
Whereupon a solemn embassage was prepared and sent to the bishop of Rome,
then being at Bonony, wherein went the earl of Wiltshire, doctor Cranmer, doctor
Stokesly, doctor Came, doctor Benet, and divers other learned men and
gentlemen. And when the time came that they should come before the bishop of
Rome to declare the cause of their embassage, the bishop, sitting on high in his
cloth of estate, and in his rich apparel, with his sandals on his feet, offering, as it
were, his foot to be kissed of the ambassadors; the earl of Wiltshire with the rest
of the ambassadors, disdaining thereat, stood still, and made no countenance
thereunto, and kept themselves from that idolatry. In fine, the pontifical bishop
seeing their constancy, without any farther ceremony, gave ear to the
ambassadors.

Who entering there before the bishop, offered, on the king's behalf, to be
defended, that no man,jure divino, could or ought to marry his brother's wife, and
that the bishop of Rome by no means ought to dispense to the contrary. Divers
promises were made, and sundry days appointed, wherein the question should
have been disputed: and when our part was ready to answer, no man there
appeared to dispute in that behalf. So in the end, the bishop making to our
ambassadors good countenance, and gratifying doctor Cranmer with the office of
the penitentiaryship, dismissed them undisputed withal.

Whereupon the earl of Wiltshire and other commissioners, saving doctor
Cranmer, returned home again into England. And forthwith doctor Cranmer went
to the emperor, being in his journey towards Vienna, in expedition against the
Turk, there to answer such learned men of the emperor's council, as would or
could say anything to the contrary part. Where amongst the rest, at the same time,
was Cornelius Agrippa, an high officer in the emperor's court; who, having
private conference with doctor Cranmer in the question, was so fully resolved and
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satisfied in the matter, that afterwards there was never disputation openly offered
to doctor Cranmer in that behalf. For through the persuasion of Agrippa all other
learned men there were much discouraged.

This matter thus prospering on doctor Cranmer's behalf, as well touching the
king's question, as concerning the invalidity of the bishop of Rome's authority,
bishop Warham, then archbishop of Canterbury, departed this transitory life;
whereby that dignity then being in the king's gift and disposition, was
immediately given to doctor Cranmer, as worthy for his travail of such a
promotion. Thus much touching the preferment of doctor Cranmer unto his
dignity, and by what means he achieved unto the same: not by flattery, nor by
bribes, nor by none other unlawful means: which thing I have more at large
discoursed, to stop the railing mouths of such, who, being themselves obscure and
unlearned, shame not to detract a learned man most ignominiously with the
surname of an hosteler, whom, for his godly zeal unto sincere religion, they ought
with much humility to have had in regard and reputation.

Now as concerning his behaviour and trade of life towards God and the world,
being entered [being now entered, Foxe] into his said dignity. True it is, that he
was so throughly furnished with all properties, qualities, and conditions belonging
to a true bishop, as that it shall be very hard in these strange days to find many
that so nearly resemble that lively examplar, described by St. Paul the apostle in
his several epistles to Titus and Timothy: so far he swerved from the common
course of common bishops in his time. But because the same is very well
deciphered in the story at large [see Foxe], it shall not be so needful to discourse
all the parts thereof in this place. Yet may not this be forgotten: that,
notwithstanding the great charge now committed unto him, the worthy prelate
gave himself evermore to continual study, not breaking the order that he used
commonly in the university. To wit, by five of the clock in the morning in his
study, and so until nine, continuing in prayer and study. From thence, until dinner
time, to hear suitors (if the prince's affairs did not call him away), committing his
temporal affairs, as well of household as other foreign business, to his officers.
For the most part, he would occupy himself in reformation of corrupt religion, and
setting forth true and sincere doctrine; wherein he would associate himself always
with learned men, for the sifting and boulting out one matter or other, for the
commodity and profit of the Church of England. After dinner, if any suitors were,
he would he would diligently hear them and dispatch them, in such sort as every
man commended his lenity and gentleness. That done, to his ordinary study again
until five of the clock, which hour he bestowed in hearing common prayer. After
supper he would consume an hour at the least in some godly conference, and then
again, until nine of the clock, at one kind of study or other. So that no hour of the
day was spent in vain, but was bestowed as tended to God's glory, the service of
his prince, or the commodity of the church.

As touching his affability and easiness to be entreated, it was such as that in
all honest causes, wherein his letter, counsel, or speech, might gratify either
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nobleman, gentleman, mean man, or poor man, no man could be more tractable, or
sooner won to yield. Only in causes appertaining to God and his prince, no man
more stout, more constant, or more hard to be won: as in that part his earnest
defence in the parliament-house, above three days together, in disputing against
the six articles of Gardiner's device, can testify. And though the king would needs
have them upon some politic consideration to go forward, yet he so handled
himself, as well in the parliament-house, as afterwards by writing so obediently
and with such humble behaviour in words towards his prince, protesting the cause
not to be his, but Almighty God's who was the author of all truth, that the king did
not only well like his defence, willing him to depart out of the parliament-house
into the council chamber, whilst the act should pass and be granted, for safeguard
of his conscience, which he with humble protestation refused, hoping that his
majesty in process of time would revoke them again; but also, after the parliament
was finished, the king perceiving the zealous affection that the archbishop bare
towards the defence of his cause, which many ways by scriptures and manifold
authorities and reasons he had substantially confirmed and defended, sent the lord
Cromwell, then vicegerent, with the two dukes of Norfolk and Suffolk, and all the
lords of the parliament, to dine with him at Lambeth: where it was declared by the
vicegerent and the two dukes, that it was the king's pleasure, that they all should,
in his highness' behalf, cherish, comfort, and animate him, as one that for his
travail in that parliament had shewed himself both greatly learned, and also
discreet and wise, and therefore they willed him not to be discouraged for anything
that was passed contrary to his allegations. He most humbly thanked the king's
majesty of-his great goodness towards him, and them all for their pains, saying: "I
hope in God, that hereafter my allegations and authorities shall take place to the
glory of God and the commodity of the realm; in the mean time I will satisfy
myself with the honourable consent of your honours and the whole parliament."

Here is to be noted, that this man's'stout and godly defence of the truth herein
so bound the prince's conscience, that he would not permit the truth in that man
to be clean overthrown with authority and power; and therefore this way God
working in the prince's mind, a plain token was declared hereby, that all things
were not so sincerely handled in the confirmation of the said six articles as it
ought to have been, for else the prince might have had just cause to have borne
his great indignation towards the archbishop. Let us pray that both the like
stoutness may be perceived in all ecclesiastical and learned men, where the truth
ought to be defended, and also the like relenting and flexibility may take place in
princes and noblemen, when they shall have occasion offered them to maintain
the same, so that they utterly overwhelm not the truth by self-will, power, and
authority. Now in the end this archbishop's constancy was such towards God's
cause, that he confirmed all his doings by bitter death in the fire, withQut respect
of any worldly treasure or pleasure. And as touching his stoutness in his prince's
cause, the contrary resistance of the duke of Northumberland against him proved
right well his good mind that way: which chanced by reason that he would not
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consent to the dissolving of chanteries until the king came of age, to the intent that
they might then better serve to furnish his royal estate, than to have so great
treasure consumed in his nonage: which his stoutness, joined with such simplicity,
surely was thought to divers of the council a thing incredible, specially in such
sort to contend with him who was so accounted in this realm, as few or none
would or durst gainstand him.

So dear was to him the cause of God and of his prince, that for the one he would
not keep his conscience clogged, nor for the other lurk or hide his head. Otherwise,
as it is said, his very enemies might easily entreat him in any cause reasonable: and
such things as he granted, he did without any suspicion of rebraiding or meed
therefore. So that he was altogether void of the vice of the stubbornness, and rather
culpable of overmuch facility and gentleness. Surely if overmuch patience may be
a vice, this man may seem peradventure to offend rather on this part than on the
contrary. Albeit for all his doings I cannot say: for the most part, such was his
mortification that way, that few we shall find in whom the saying of our Saviour
Christ so much prevailed as with him, who would not only have a man to forgive
his enemies, but also to pray for them: that lesson never went out of his memory.
For it was known that he had many cruel enemies, not for his own deserts, but only
for his religion's sake: and yet, whatsoever he was that either sought his hindrance,
either in goods, estimation, or life, and upon conference would seem never so
slenderly anything to relent or excuse himself, he would both forget the offence
committed, and also evermore afterwards friendly entertain him, and shew such
pleasure to him, as by any means possible he might perform or declare. Insomuch
that it came into a common proverb: "Do unto my lord of Canterbury displeasure
or a shrewd turn, and then you may be sure to have him your friend whiles he
liveth." Of which his gentle disposition in abstaining from revengement, amongst
many examples thereof, I will repeat here one.

To BE CONTINUED

---e---

• THE HIDING PLACE •

Isaiah 32:2

JEHOIDA BREWER (1752-1817)

JEHOIDA BREWER wrote this under the name "Sylvestris" and it appeared in
the 1776 Gospel Magazine. It was found in the pocket of Major John Andre,
executed in the American War of Independence, and has been the subject of some
question as to authorship. Spelling has been updated.
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Hail sovereign love that first began,
The scheme to rescue fallen man;
Hail matchless, free eternal grace,
That gave my soul a hiding place.

Against the God who rules the sky,
I fought with hand uplifted high,
Despised the mention of His grace,
Too proud to seek a hiding place.

Enwrapped in thick Egyptian night,
And fond of darkness more than light,
Madly I ran the sinful race,
Secure without a hiding place.

But thus th'eternal counsel ran,
"Almighty love, arrest that man!"
I felt the arrows of distress,
And found I had no hiding place.

Indignant Justice stood in view,
To Sinai's fiery mount I flew,
But Justice cried with frowning face,
"This mountain is no hiding place!"

Ere long a heavenly voice I heard,
And Mercy's angel form appeared.
Who led me on with placid pace,
To Jesus as my hiding place.

Should storms of sevenfold vengeance roll,
And shake his earth from pole to pole;
No flaming bolt could daunt my face,
For Jesus is my hiding place.

On Him Almighty vengeance fell,
That must have sunk a world to hell;
He bore it for a chosen race,
And thus became their hiding place.

A few more rolling suns at most,
Shall land me safe on heaven's coast.
There I shall sing the song of grace
To Jesus Christ, my hiding place.

---e---

• ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO •

Thefollowing article, which was written by Miss Ruth Cowell (1859-1954), was
first published in the June 1906 issue of the Gospel Magazine. Miss Cowell must
surely hold the record for being the longest-serving contributor to these pages.
Her father, successively contributor of the "Wayside Notes" and editor,
encouraged her to write for the Gospel Magazine. She commenced in 1887,
continuing until her death in 1954, a total of 67 years. Her final piece was
published in the May 1954 issue. She wrote under the title of "Wellsprings"
because, she said, "the well is deep and there is living water". Her articles ended
with either the letter "R " or "Ruth". Her death on 10th February ended afamily
connection with the Gospel Magazine that went back to 1848 - some 106 years.

WELLSPRINGS

"For since the beginning of the world men have not heard, nor by the ear,
neither hath the eye seen, 0 God, beside thee, what he hath prepared for him

that waiteth for him" (Isaiah 64:4)
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HEAVEN is a prepared place for a prepared people. It is inconceivable to man;
but the wisdom of God is spoken "in a mystery", as says the apostle Paul when
quoting this passage: "Even hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the
world unto our glory." "But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit," and
thus made his elect the vessels of this heavenly mystery.

The Church, in this chapter of Isaiah's prophecy, is praying for a display of
Jehovah's power, "Oh! that thou wouldest rend the heavens, and that thou
wouldest come down, that the mountains might flow down at thy presence.... "
And every elect vessel of mercy is an illustration of the power of God. "We have
this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God
and not of us," We see that the "for" of our text connects the thought of God's
wondrous power and the exhibition of it in saving the elect of Adam's race. It is
the same power which called a world into being out of chaos. It is the same voice
that calls a sinner from spiritual death unto life, light, and liberty. Men have not
perceived by the outward ear, neither hath the eye of natural vision seen, "What
God hath prepared for him that waiteth for him". In the apostle Paul's quotation
of the passage, we find the word love substituted for waiteth. It is one and the
same thing. Waiting is an evidence of love. Waiting is a heaven-bestowed grace,
and returns to the bosom of the Father.

It will always be so. "Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my word shall
never pass away." So the thing "prepared" of God, shall be "established". He
gives his own reason for these things never failing their accomplishment: "For I
am God, not man."

Let us turn on to Exodus 23:20: "Behold, I send an Angel before thee, to keep
thee in the way, and to bring thee into the place which I have prepared." Canaan
was but a shadow of Heaven, which is prepared from the foundation of the world
for everyone of Zion's pilgrims. We have said the objects of His love are a
prepared people. "God had prepared the people," and so they must have a
prepared heart, enabled to say with the Psalmist, "0 God, my heart is fixed
[margin: prepared]. 0 God, my heart is fixed [prepared], I will give thanks and
sing," as none but these prepared hearts can sing and praise. Their God is on a
prepared throne (Psalm 103:19), and He rules in mercy.

We pass on to Matthew 20:33 - the place to sit by Him in His kingdom
prepared of His Father, as Jesus answers the mother of Zebedee's children. He
was speaking as Jehovah's Servant upon earth. High up yonder He reigns upon
His throne, and grants to His overcomers "to sit with him on his throne, even as
he overcame, and is set down with his Father upon his throne".

It is moreover a prepared kingdom (Matthew 25:34). Oh! little flock, what need
have you to fear? There is no contingency, no uncertainty, no cause for alarm. The
Kingdom is prepared, and you are being prepared for it. You are kept for that
prepared place by Him who, on the ground of the eternal love of Jehovah to His
well-beloved Son, demands His rights. Do you think an eternally prepared people
for their eternally prepared inheritance can fail or fall short of their expectation?
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It is "laid up," "preserved for you who are kept by the power of God through faith
unto salvation".

Again, the Word speaks of a prepared salvation. The aged Simeon utters it.
"Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace. . . . For mine eyes have
seen thy salvation, which thou hast prepared before the face of all people" (Luke
2:29-31). Oh! Well does the child of God find comfort here. "No change Jehovah
knows." If it were subject to change should we not always be fearing at our many
sinful shortcomings, our failures, and fall and fail at last? But it is unchangeable
with Him. He knows we should "deal very treacherously, and be transgressors
from the womb," but He loved us in our lost estate, and He loves us
notwithstanding all, and for all such redeemed is His prepared salvation.

"And that he might make known to them the riches of his glory in the vessels
of mercy which he hath afore prepared unto glory" (Romans 9:23). These vessels
are "prepared unto every good 'work" (2 Timothy 2:21). For the accomplishment
of salvation for fallen man a body was prepared for Him - the Christ of God
(Hebrew 10:5), thus was Jesus "made flesh and dwelt among us", and by this has
gathered us, and "is not ashamed to be called their God, for he hath prepared for
them a city" (Hebrew 11:16). Citizens, indeed, of no mean city!

Our last word "prepared" is found in Revelation 21 :2: "And I, John, saw the
holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as
a bride adorned for her husband." This is a glimpse into the heavenlies. Nature's
eye hath not seen it, neither doth the heart conceive it. To understand the state of
glory, we must be emancipated from these bodies of sin and be glorified. But we
are favoured to have it on record, and with the eye of faith to catch a glimpse now
and again within the veil, and these are favoured moments indeed to our souls.
"He that hath the bride is the bridegroom." In this apocalyptic vision is presented
to us the Bride of Christ, prepared! adorned! and united!

Prepared from all eternity to be His, the chosen object of His love; prepared in
time, by the performance of that love; and prepared in the heavenlies to be the
wondering object of angels, and "principalities and powers".

Thus let us ponder this Christ-exalting subject of salvation's mighty
achievement. And if by grace we see how He has prepared a people for Himself
and a place for that prepared people, then we shall follow on to see how He will
preserve and perform it unto the day of Jesus Christ. In Him prepared; in Him
preserved, and in Him the performance of it all. Prepared! Preserved! Performed!

The sufferings of Christ came from the vindicating and revenging hand of God,
as just Judge; but ours proceed from Him as a loving Father; for God, when we
are in Christ, is changed. He layeth aside the person of a Judge. Having received
full satisfaction in Christ, He is now in the relation of a sweet Father to us.

Richard Sibbes
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• GOD'S WILL, MAN'S WILL
AND FREE WILL •

HORATIUS BONAR

"Shall the clay say to him thatfashioneth it, What makest thou? or thy work, He
hath no hands?" (Isaiah 45:9)

Part 11

WHENEVER we lose sight of God's great end in all things - His own glory - we
fall into a wrong track. We go wrong in judging of doctrine, we go wrong in the
formation of our plans, we go wrong in the bent of our efforts. We miscalculate
the relative importance of different truths. So our whole tone of feeling, judging
and working is lowered and contracted. Zeal for our own ways and opinions takes
the place of higher aims. A revival is gotten up to propagate these opinions, or to
prop up a sect. Sectarianism and selfish exclusiveness steal in. Egotism, boasting,
censoriousness are introduced. Religion becomes an instrument for working out
our own views and ends. The most solemn and spiritual things are spoken of with
levity and irreverence. Conversion soon becomes the same as the holding of
certain opinions. And the mark of an unconverted man is that he rejects these
opinions. Being loosened from their anchorage, men drift without a guide. One
doctrine after another is embraced. Change succeeds change, as month follows
month. To make conversion easy is the great object. And to accomplish this
particular end, favourite passages are dealt with incessantly, doctrine after
doctrine smoothed over, and Scripture after Scripture perverted or denied.

And after all this toil and change, what is the issue? Is anything gained?
Nothing! Scripture has been perverted, man all but deified, and God all but
dethroned - but has any difficulty been cleared off, have contradictions been
harmonized? No. One class of difficulties has been substituted for another, that is
all. The new system gets rid of the alleged contradictions of the old, only to
substitute others of its own of a more serious kind. If, for instance, I deny that
Christ is truly God, I certainly get rid of the mystery of the incarnation, but the
passages which declare His divinity are numerous and explicit. In like manner, by
denying the direct operation of the Holy Spirit upon the soul of the sinner, I get
rid of the old difficulties concerning man's responsibility, but I substitute for these
most serious difficulties as to man's utter depravity, and as to the personal agency
and operation of the Spirit. But the old difficulties are to some minds so stale and
threadbare as not to be endurable. New difficulties recommend themselves by
their freshness and novelty. To get rid of a single old one, some would welcome
a hundred new ones.

From such roots many other evils spring, which I cannot enumerate here. There
is often manifested a narrowmindedness, a contraction of the spiritual eye, and
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limitation of the spiritual horizon, which is apt to end in engrossing selfishness.
So we often see greater zeal to proselytize to a sect than to win men to Christ. We
see great activity displayed in making known and forcing upon others the points
on which the difference exists, and much less concern about propagating those
in which all believers are agreed. We hear much talking about doctrines and
peculiarities, little about Christ Himself. We find conversation turning too much
upon the spiritual state of others, and that often in flippance or censoriousness 
this one being pronounced unconverted, that one converted - this one being
mentioned as having joined the sect, that one as being inclined to join it, or
another as standing aloof. We find discussions arising as to whom this one was
awakened under, or whom this other, as if this were a matter of any importance,
provided the soul is saved and Jesus glorified. We find people extolling the
exploits of their ministers, or the doings of their sect, numbering up the
conversions that took place at this or that revival under this or that minister, in this
or that village or town.

How much selfishness and sectarianism there is in all this! How little there is
of simple zeal for the glory of the name of Jesus! A taste for religious gossip, in
which the spiritual state of others is freely canvassed, criticized, and decided on,
is a very different thing from that relish for the things of God and Christ which
shows itself in the saint by the delight which he takes in spiritual converse on
things pertaining to God and His glory, to Jesus and His love.

God's will and man's will
"Cannot I do with you as this potter? saith the Lord. Behold, as the clay is in the
potter's hand, so are ye in mine hand" (Jeremiah 18:6).

Much of the present controversy is concerning the will of God - on this point
many questions have arisen. The chief one is that which touches on the connection
between the will of God and the will of man. What is the relation between these?
What is the order in which they stand to one another? Which is the first? There is
no dispute as to the existence of these two separate wills. There is a will in God
and there is also a will in man. Both of these are in continual exercise. God wills
and man wills. Nothing in the universe takes place without the will of God. This
is admitted. But it is asked, Is this will first in everything?

I answer, yes. Nothing that is good can exist which God did not will to be, and
nothing that is evil can exist which God did not will to allow. The will of God
goes before all other wills; it does not depend on them, but they depend on it. Its
movements regulate them. The "I will" of Jehovah is the spring and origin of all
that is done throughout the universe, great and small, among things animate and
inanimate. It was this "I will" that brought angels into being and still sustains
them. It was this "I will" that was the origin of salvation to a lost wo~ld. It was
this "I will" that provided a Redeemer and accomplished redemption. It was this
"I will" that begins, carries on and ends salvation in each soul that is redeemed. It
is this "I will" that opens the blind eye and unstops the deaf ear. It was this "I will"
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that awakens the slumberer and raises the dead. I do not mean that, merely
generally speaking, God has declared His will concerning these things, but that
each individual conversion (nay, each movement that forms part of it), originates
in this supreme "I will". When Jesus healed the leper, He said "I will, be clean".
So when a soul is converted, there is the same distinct and special forthputting of
the divine will, "I will, be converted!" Everything that can be called good in man,
or in the universe, originates in the "I will" of Jehovah (see James 1:17, 18).

I do not deny that in conversion man himself wills. In everything that he does,
thinks, feels, he of necessity wills. In believing he wills. In repenting, he wills. In
turning from his evil ways, he wills - all this is true. The opposite is both untrue
and absurd. But while fully admitting this, there is another question behind it, of
great interest and moment: Are these movements of man's will toward good the
effects of the forthputting of God's will? Is man willing because he has made
himself so; or is he willing because God has made him so? Does he become
willing entirely by an act of his own will, or by chance, or by moral suasion, or
because acted on by created causes or influences from without?

I answer unhesitatingly that he becomes willing because of another and a
superior will- God's, that has come into contact with his, altering its nature and
its bent. This new bent is the result of a change produced upon it by Him who
alone, of all beings, has the right, without limitation, to say in regard to all events
and changes, "I will!". The man's will has followed the movement of the divine
will. God has made him willing. God's will is first, not second, in the movement.
Even a holy and perfect will depends for guidance upon the will of God. Even
when renewed it still follows, it does not lead. Much more an unholy will, for
its bent must be first changed. And how can this be, if God is not to interpose
His power?

But is this not making God the author of sin? No! It does not follow that
because God's will originates what is good in man that it must therefore originate
that which is evil. The existence of a holy, happy world proved that God had
created it with His own hand - the existence of an unholy, unhappy world proves
that God allowed it to fall into that state - but it proves no more. We are told that
Jesus was delivered by "the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God"
(Acts 2:23). God's will was there. God permitted that act of darkness to be done.
Nay, it was the result of His determinate counsel. But does that prove that God
was the author of the sin of either Judas or Herod? Had it not been for the eternal
"I will" of Jehovah, Christ wouldn't have been delivered up, but does this give
proof that God compelled either Judas to betray or Herod to mock, or Pilate to
condemn the Lord of glory? Still further, it is added in another place, "For of a
truth against thy holy child Jesus, whom thou hast anointed, both Herod, and
Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of Israel, were gathered together,
for to do whatsoever thy hand and thy counsel determined before to be done"
(Acts 4:27-28). Is it possible to pervert this passage so as to prove that it has no
reference to predestination? Does it make God the author of the dead referred to?
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D.K.M.

Must God be the author of sin because it is said that Israel and the Gentiles were
gathered together to do what His counsel had determined? Let our opponents
attempt an explanation of such a passage, and tell us how it can be made to
harmonize with their theory.

To BE CONTINUED

---e---

• BOOK REVIEWS •

Editor's Note: We live, regretfully, in a day when most evangelicals have abandoned the Authorised
(King James) Version of the Bible. Rather, therefore, than ceasing to review mast books, we try to warn
readers by stating if the book uses another version of the Bible. The position of the Gospel Magazine
remains true to the AV as the best text and translation, in beautiful and formative English. That we
name another translation does not mean we endorse it.

Fraser Not a Private Matter. Fraser Tallach with John and David Tallach. The Banner of
Truth Trust. pp. 150, paperback. £6.50. ISBN 0 85151 847 8.

This is the story of Fraser Tallach (1938-1998), a minister in the Free Presbyterian and Associate
Presbyterian churches in Scotland. During the I960s, Fraser was afflicted with kidney disease and
the book largely consists of an account in his own words of his struggle against this debilitating and
painful illness. Fraser's descriptions of his ordeals in hospital and the many hours that he spent
undergoing dialysis are very moving, as are his accounts of the feelings and emotions that he
experienced through his sufferings. During the whole of the period of his illness, Fraser continued
to conduct his ministry whenever physically possible and his determination and persistence serve
as an inspiration.

The book has three sections, the first being a short description of the family background, written
by John Tallach, the second being the ac'count from Fraser's diary and the concluding section which
looks more closely at the way Fraser's mother supported him through his illness.

Let's StUdy Ephesians. Sinclair B. Ferguson. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. xvi + 207. £7.25.
ISBN 0 851519075.

Having recently attended a series on Paul's Epistle to the Ephesians in my church's Bible study, I
found this new commentary an excellent "refresher course" on an epistle which contains some of
the apostle's most profound teaching on the Christian way. It is one of a set of new commentaries
published by BoT, which is designed to "be helpful to ordinary Christian people by encouraging
them to understand the message of the Bible and apply it to their own lives." The author, who is
Professor of Systematic Theology at Westminster Theological Seminary, Dallas, is also the Series
Editor and has contributed studies of Mark and Philippians to the series.

The commentary is divided into an introduction and 38 sections of 4 to 6 pages and dealing with
3 or 4 verses at a time.These are each given eyecatching chapter headings such as Grace Makes Us
Rich, The Big Picture and Life is a Battle and there are also useful subheadings within each chapter.
Rather than the more usual practice of quoting and then commenting on each verse or part verse
at a time, the whole passage covered in each section is quoted at the outset. The text used is the
English Standard Version (200 I), which, although perhaps unfamiliar to many readers, seems to be
favoured as a recent translation that aspires to be in the AV tradition. The work concludes with a
guide for using the commentary as the basis for 13 group studies, each with a stated aim and a list
of questions for discussion.
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J.B.D.

Dead
Following the course of this world

Following the prince of the power of the air
Carrying out the desires of body and mind

By nature children of wrath
Uncircumcised

Separated from Christ
Alienated from the commonwealth of God's people

Strangers to the covenants of promise
Without hope· Without God.

The author also provides 'a complementary epitaph entitled "Alive" - but for that the reader
must buy the book.

Although clearly a notable scholar, Professor Ferguson has an evident gift for communicating the
message of the gospel, as expounded by Paul, and applying it to 21 st century life.As an example of
his style, in relation to Chapter 2 verses I 1-12, he presents the state of those without Christ in the
form of an epitaph:

Majesty in Misery: Vol. 2 - The JUdgment Hall; Vol. 3 - Calvary's Mournful
Mountain. C. H. Spurgeon. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 320 (Vol. 2), 400 (Vol. 3), hardback.
£ 14.50 (Vol. 2); £ 15.00 (Vol.3). ISBN 0 85151915 6 and 0 85151 916 4.

Here are two attractively bound and printed volumes of the three volume set of select sermons,
complete and unabridged, on the Passion of Christ.The nineteen sermons in Vol. 2 and twenty-five
in Vol. 3 average 15 pages each with notes of their dates and places of delivery. This helps to set the
historical context for remarks such as "the Pope ... whining about his being a prisoner in the
Vatican" (page 78,Vol. 2), in reference to the unification of Italy in 1861.

Although these sermons were delivered in the second half of the 19th century, their exposition
of Scripture is still up-to-date. For instance, the sermon entitled "Second-hand", with the text
"Sayest thou this thing of thyself, or did others tell it thee of me?" Uohn 18:34), has much to say of
our times about those with second-hand cavils at Christ and His Gospel. So often Spurgeon throws
fresh light on so many details in familiar passages, the sermons on the dream of Pilate's wife and
the "chance" presence of Simon a Cyrenian in Jerusalem on the day of the crucifixion, being but
two examples.

Spurgeon entreats his congregation with earnestness and fervour. He touches on the Misery in
the title, but does not dwell on it: his focus is on the Majesty of Christ's love for us. "You cannot
convince men of sin except by the preaching of a crucified Saviour." G.F.H.H.

Gordon of Khartoum; an Extraordinary Soldier. John Pollock. Christian Focus.
pp. 448, paperback. £8.99. ISBN I 84550 063 6.

This book was originally published, in 1993, under the title, Gordon: The Man Behind the Legend; its
re-issue is fully justified.

Charles George Gordon was without doubt the hero of the age, admired by the general public,
and loved by Queen Victoria as a trusted servant and a leader of men. Charlie Gordon (as he was
called by his friends) was a man of many parts. Not only was he "of Khartoum" but also of China
("Chinese" Gordon), of India, of Africa, of Ireland, and even of Mauritius! The book gives us a grand
tour of all aspects of Gordon's life. He is shown not only as a man of action but also of great
humanity, compassion and humility. He engaged in arduous work, under testing circumstances, with
the firm conviction of his destiny, under God. His strength, our author makes apparent, was due to
the hours spent in prayer and Bible study. There are interesting accounts of various meetings
between Gordon and prominent figures of the day. The General is shown to be a man who sought
to do God's will in a practical way. It is made clear that he hated injustice.The results of his work
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among the less privileged (the Ragged Homes for "waifs and strays", the poor and hungry in Ireland,
etc.) and his efforts to limit the slave trade, are brought to our attention. The book gives copious
notes and quotations both from those who knew him and also from his own Journal. His religious
opinions are mentioned and, though some of his views were "High" church, these were kept in
balance by his belief in Predestination! We are informed that he made private investigations whilst
in Jerusalem, discovering to his own satisfaction the exact location of important sites. Less
satisfactory, we fear, was his "discovery" of the Garden of Eden in Mauritius!

The reading of this book brought to light rather too many printing errors. On page 40 I we are
informed of rough justice meted out to a petty criminal" ... one pasha even sliced off the head of
a burglar" (bugler).The book has no photographs, maps or illustrations.The references are plentiful
and the size of print makes for easy reading. The style is not "technical", but is a well-written and
detailed account of an "extraordinary soldier", and it is a pleasure to recommend the book.

D.L.j.

Potton Baptists - The Lord's Faithfulness to a Faithful People. Stan K. Evers.
Potton Baptist Church. pp. 80, paperback. £2.50 plus p&p. Obtainable from Potton Baptist Church,
9 Oak Crescent, Potton, Bedfordshire SG 19 2PX.

This booklet is a brief history of Potton Baptist Church in Bedfordshire, from its origins in the days
of the Protestant dissenters of the 17th century, up to the present time.The church came into being
on 13th June 180 I with nine founder members.

Prior to this, worshippers from Potton used to walk one mile to the village of Everton to listen
to the preaching of John Berridge who often had John Wesley and George Whitfield preaching in
his pulpit.A certain man called John Keeling, a founder member and deacon, was converted through
Berridge's own powerful preaching.

This booklet takes us through the life of the church from its beginnings up to the present day.
Its joys and its sorrows, blessings and setbacks. As it is for others, so it has been for Potton but,
through all its long life, God has been faithful to a faithful people and a witness is being maintained
to God's mercies still in 2006. A devotion to the Lord is in evidence, with a concern for sound
teaching and a vital interest in the welfare and salvation of souls. The name of Stuart Olyott was
noted, who spoke at the anniversary weekend in June 2000. His book, Ministering Like the Master,
was reviewed in the magazine in 2003.

Like all church histories, there is much that is ordinary and mundane and no doubt incomplete.
Written records, by their nature, tend to refer to business, the importance of which demands that
such records be kept, although the fellowship obviously seeks to be worthy of our Master and pro
active today.This book will be of interest to local people and to members of Potton Baptist Church
and throughout the Grace Baptist movement in particular. T.M.B.

Gunpowder, Treason and Plot - The Gruesome Story of GUy Fawkes. C1ive
Anderson. Day One Publications. pp. 95, paperback. £5.00. ISBN I 903087 96 I.

Sadly, with terrorism still with us, the four hundredth anniversary of the Gunpowder Plot shows
that there is nothing new under the sun.

Chapter Two sets the scene by introducing the conspirators themselves; but then, given the size
of the book, Chapters 3 to 5 (pages 24-47) tend to lose the plot with a somewhat disproportionate
amount of detail on the Reformation and the Tudor monarchs.

On the other hand, the terrorist mentality receives a perceptive analysis under ''The Terrorist's
Triangle" (page 56), and thereafter the book gets well into the plot itself, which is told in a
compelling manner.The writer discusses various facets of James l's character, especially his dread of
gunpowder and his ongoing fear of assassination following the Gowrie plot in 1582.

In addition to some interesting anecdotes, such as the fiction that if any MP dies in the Houses of
Parliament, the death certificate records that person as having died at St. Thomas' Hospital
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(page 91), the book raises some thought-provoking questions. One of them concerns James I's
authorisation of torture, which the prosecuting counsel, Sir Edward Coke, euphemistically called
"just helpful persuasions" (page 70).Another is:What would have happened had the plot succeeded?

P.CM.

The Martyrs of Mary Tudor - The Burning of Protestants During England's
Reign of Terror. Andrew Atherstone. Day One Publications. pp. 00, paperback. £ I0.00. ISBN
I 84625003.

The latest in Travel With series (the first being Travel With John Bunyan). The book has been carefully
researched and is very useful and interesting, combining a brief history of the godly martyrs in many
parts of the country with a valuable travel guide with over 150 coloured photographs, drawings and
maps. It is hoped that readers will be encouraged to find and encourage others to find and visit.
Among many others there is a photograph of the Lewes Martyrs Memorial, which was unveiled by
the Earl of Portsmouth in 190 I in front of a crowd of nearly 6,000 persons.

These "martyrs of Jesus" refused to believe in the blasphemous fable of the "mass" as being
contrary to the Holy Bible, the Word of God. "They loved not their lives unto death". The history
of the martyrs should be read by all and, although not mentioned in this book, the words of Bishop
Heber come to mind:

"They climbed the steep ascent of heaven,
Through peril, toil and pain:
o God, to us may grace be given,
To follow in their train." D.CR.

Know Your God - The Doctrine of God in the Pentateuch. Linleigh J. Roberts.
Evangelical Press. pp. 352, paperback. £8.95. ISBN 0 85234 582 8.

Why do we need to know God? asks Mr. Roberts in his introduction to this timely and valuable
book. He gives a number of reasons - because we need to know the object of our love; we need
to know how to worship God acceptably; because the purpose of our existence is to glorify God
and enjoy Him for ever; because the answers to human problems are not psychological but
theological; because our prayer life depends upon our knowledge of God; because it affects
missionary endeavour; so that we may stand firm in times of trouble.

The author shows that the foundation for our knowledge of God is laid down in the five books
of the Pentateuch, which he explores with clarity and faithfulness, expressing his firm belief in a
historical and literal interpretation of the opening chapters. In each book he highlights a particular
attribute of God; in Genesis His sovereignty, in Exodus His power, in Leviticus His holiness, in
Numbers His goodness and severity, and in Deuteronomy His faithfulness, drawing upon his own
studies in the Word and using helpful illustrations and appropriate quotations. He concludes by
drawing out the effects that a right knowledge of God should have on us as individual believers and
on the way in which we should live. The final chapter summarises what these five books of Moses
reveal about the Lord Jesus Christ. Mr. Roberts uses the NKJV for his Scripture quotations. This is
a book which I warmed to from the first page, and is thoroughly recommended. J.W.

The Greatest is Charity - The Life of Andrew Reed, Preacher and
Philanthropist. lan J. Shaw. Evangelical Press. pp. 432, hardback, £ 18.95. ISBN 0 85234 593 3.

The name of Andrew Reed may well be unknown to the vast majority of the Christian public today,
but during the mid-nineteenth century he was at the forefront of Christian charitable work. lan
Shaw has drawn a portrait of a man wholly dedicated to the Lord's work, a fine preacher, a man of
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the deepest compassion for the poor and needy in Society, particularly children, and one who
would not rest until he had done all he that he possibly could in the service of God.

Whilst the very successful pastor of an Independent Congregational church in the east end of
London from 181 I to 1861, seeing growth, under God, from less than a hundred worshippers to
over two thousand, Reed was also passionately concerned for the weak and helpless. Through his
personal efforts he established three orphanages, two homes for people with what we now call
learning disabilities, and a hospital for the incurably sick. His infectious compassion for the
disadvantaged won him support, both financial and practical, from royalty and nobility, as well as
Members of Parliament and bankers, and his personal attention to detail ensured that the best of
care and love was provided for those who came into the homes. He was not without opposition,
and despite his efforts to maintain good relations with supporters from the Anglican church, many
of whom were deeply suspicious of Nonconformists, there came a time when he had to sever links
with them. Today four of his foundations continue, though in somewhat changed form.

This is a book that will warm the heart, and perhaps give energy and incentive to Christians to
support and augment the provision already being made for the many in our society today who
remain disadvantaged. J.w.

The Bible Panorama. Gerard Chrispin. Day One Publications. pp. 665, hardback. £20.00. ISBN
I 903087 98 8.

The word "Panorama" in the title is important because this book encourages the reader to look
at the general view before making a closer examination of the detail. After reading the author's
preface, which opens with, "I am neither academic nor intellectual:' it is best to turn to the second
part of the book where the author deals with practical topics about the Bible to help the reader
to trust and read it.

He gives clear answers to some of the main objections raised about the Bible; e.g. it's not
trustworthy; it contradicts itself, and so on. He deals very effectively with multifaithism and the
stock accusations about fundamentalism and that the Bible is not "scientific". He writes:"The Bible
is like an anvil. Many hostile hammers have crashed down on it. Yet the anvil remains intact and
unharmed.... " (page 587).

In the main body of the book, Gerard Chrispin gives concise teaching on what each chapter of
the Bible is about. It is not a verse-by-verse commentary, but covers groups of verses under linked
headings in bold print. Each group of verses takes three or four lines so that an average of three
or four chapters are covered on a page for the Old Testament and about two per page for the New
Testament.The reader is urged not to make the mistake of reading the commentary as a substitute
for reading the Bible itself.The whole tone of the Panorama is that the Bible is a spiritual book to
be read thoughtfully, faithfully and prayerfully.

The book is directed primarily towards helping "those considering becoming serious about
getting to know God through His Word" (page 612).To this end there is an Appendix giving choices
of reading schemes showing in some detail how to read the Bible through in 6 months or 5 years.

Strongly bound for heavy and long use, with an attractive cover and print of a comfortable size,
even for ageing eyes, this is useful book to own and would be a helpful and delightful one to give
as a present. G.F.H.H.

The All-Sufficient God. Dr. Martyn L1oyd-Jones. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 145,
paperback. £5.75. ISBN 0 85151 908 3.

"Can you preach the Gospel from the Old Testament?" was a question once asked of a potential
church pastor. To this, Dr Martyn Lioyd-Jones gives an unequivocal "yes".

"The All-Sufficient God" is also the title of the ninth and concluding sermon on Isaiah 40.As the
author explains from the outset, Isaiah "was not concerned to produce a literary masterpiece. He
was a man who had been taken hold of by the Holy Spirit of God, a man who was inspired and
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given a message.... " Although the message's immediate purpose was to Israel, it foreshadowed the
Christian G.ospel.

And so through nine sermons, using the AY, the author takes the reader through the timeless
Gospel of free grace - of an offended God pardoning freely. One wondered when these sermons
were preached. A clue is given on page 26, where the year 1954 is mentioned. Interestingly the
chapter in question, "The Only Way", is a salutary reminder in these "multi-faith" days that "the
starting point in considering Christianity and the Christian message is the realisation that we are
face to face with a unique event".

Read this book, if you get the chance, and return to it whenever you can, to discover anew
"the supreme manifestation of [God's] glory ... in the salvation that the Son has brought and
especially in the way in which it has been done" (page 42). It i9lan exposition of Isaiah 40 that will
never be dated.

Philippians for Today. Gerard Chrispin. Day One Publications. pp. 347, paperback. £ I0.00.
ISBN I 846250 00 5.

All royalties from this book go to Daylight Christian Prison Trust, reflecting that the author and his
wife are Lord's Day Observance Society workers in prisons. The clarity of the book also reflects
the author's past experience as a lawyer

The method of tackling Philippians is the time-honoured one of starting with short sections
dealing with a bird's-eye view of the subject, then brief sketches of the characters, followed by a
main section consisting of brief overviews of clusters of verses, with a commentary in the present
tense, and two study questions for each verse.

The audience in view would seem to be both unsaved and converted prisoners, but also church
study groups and leaders and preachers who wish a straightforward, non-technical approach. The
paragraph headings are good, the illustrations pithy and relevant. The style is that of an expository
evangelistic sermon. Clearly, controversy is not the author's way. He is an evangelist. In other words,
one essential part of any truly biblical and faithful commentary is not found. Most evangelists tend
this way, a far cry from the old LDOS workers, who defended boldly and lived in controversy.

It is good to report that the vast majority of the book is exposition, in the present tense, applied
devotionally and warmly. The author clearly loves God's Word and is of the generation that uses
the NKJ. E.M.
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