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SIXTY years ago, on 9th July 1948, Dr. Andrew Park Stirrett was called home.
The world which never recognised his Lord, will certainly not remember him, so
we should honour this diminutive but great servant of the Lord.

He was born in 1865 in Ontario, Canada, of Scottish Presbyterian parents who
haled from Strathaven. He was found of the Lord in boyhood, called to Africa
when a pharmacist and studying medicine at Toronto University. He owned two
drug stores in Toronto. He at once adopted his "pentecostal plan". He sold both
businesses, leafleted every home in the area saying he was closing and if he owed
any man anything, or had ever overcharged them, would they call and he would
repay them. Not one came forward. Then he gave all his money to the Sudan
Interior Mission and worked his crossing of the Atlantic on a cattle boat to
Liverpool to appear before the board. There, awaiting interviews in 1901, he saw
a homeless man at night under a gas lamp in the swirling winter fogs down on the
dockside. He shared his food with him, and his own hostel bed on alternate nights,
himself walking the streets. Such was the man who received his degree as a doctor
on his first furlough.

He booked his own passage to Lagos, when not yet accepted by the board at
38 years old, so clear was his call of the Lord to go. The little band of SIM
missionaries out there, who had given their all to reach the Muslim Hausa people,
two dying of the attempt in 1893, others all but defeated by disease and privation,
waited. On hearing that a new recruit was coming, one said that the letters they
received from the home Council about him reflected the sentiment '''that the
candidate be received on suspicion rather than on probation". Pity the man who
enters the battle with Satan uncalled!

That man brought the Gospel to the Hausa people for 47 years, walking
younger men off their feet in his eagerness to get around the villages with the
Gospel -and- medical help. It was estimated that he preached at least twenty
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thousand sermons, and reached at least one and a half million people with his own
unaided voice. Once, illustrating that all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags, he
held up a filthy tom shirt and said, "Who would want this?". A naked Hausa man
came down the aisle and said, "I do". He once said he arrived in Africa with one
suitcase and one small box. His diet was of the simplest. When he died all his
possessions fitted easily into a small tin trunk. He never wore tropical clothing,
but always heavy boots, coat, stiff collar and tie. Someone said of him, "two
thousand such men could have evangelized the world in any generation". Today
that figure would be nearer six thousand. He loved the Hausa, and they accepted
and honoured him as Bature Mai Magani, the white doctor. He was on his knees
by 3.45 a.m. morning by morning, and all who knew him said he was above all
else a man of prayer, keeping long lists of those he prayed for in his pocket.

He learned the Hausa language in a way few have ever done, and was the
principle translator of the Hausa Bible, giving himself to the work from 1910 to
1932, often working far into the night and taking the greatest pains to get it just
right. He added a glossary and cross-referenced the Bible, as well as a medical
textbook. An eyewitness wrote of him, "I frequently saw him sitting outside his
house", a one-roomed affair, "bent over his writing. He never looked up. The sun
beat down on a head entirely uncovered by hair. He felt no discomfort, knew no
time. Sometimes I would go over and speak to him, sometimes I would pass by.
But I never saw him without my thoughts being filled with this untiring 82-year
old man. It seemed to me that he would never die. He would only grow smaller
and browner, until like a beech leaf in the autumn, one day he wouldn't be there."

Nothing could be more lonely than a grave on an African hilltop, but for those
who stood around that grave there was a feeling of jubilation. They sang quite
spontaneously, "More love to Thee, 0 Christ". Dr. Stirrett's crowning day had
come. Who could but triumph?

A request
Have you ever seen the phrase (in Tudor English, one supposes) "needless
greasings", referring to the discontinuing of the use of oil and/or chrism in
Baptism and/or ordinations? I read about it once about 25-30 years ago and it has
always stuck with me, but I can't remember where I read it. Any information
would be appreciated. - The Rev. M. J. J. Collier. Can any reader help?

I conceive that among Christian people of a certain sort, the abortive explanations
of prophecy by certain doctors satisfy a craving which in irreligious people finds
its food in novels and romances. People have a panting to know the future. Certain
divines pander to this depraved taste by prophesying for them and letting them
know what is coming by and by. I do not know the future, and I shall not pretend
to know. But I do preach this, for I know it, that Christ will come, for He says so
in a hundred passages. C. H. Spurgeon
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• CROWDS AT THE CROSS •

A SERMON BY THE EDITOR

75

"And all the people that came together to that sight, beholding the things that
were done, smote their breasts and returned" (Luke 23:48)

YOU will find that if you look at the death of the Lord Jesus that it was a
fulfilment of prophecy. And it was a fulfilment of various types. Now He could
not fulfil the animal types, because they died with their throats cut and were
burned in the fire. He was neither killed with the sword, nor burned in the fire. He
had to die a different way. And you will find the way He died was to fulfil one
special type.It is in Numbers 21, and you can see it there easily, the type of the
brazen serpent. Now the children of Israel were in the wilderness, "and the soul
of the people was much discouraged because of the way, And the people spake
against God, and against Moses, Wherefore have ye brought us up out of Egypt
to die in the wilderness? For there is no bread, neither is there any water; and our
soul loatheth this light bread. And the Lord sent fiery serpents among the people,
and they bit the people; and much people of Israel died." And Moses prayed for
the people. And the Lord said unto Moses, "Make thee a fiery serpent, and set it
upon a pole: and it shall come to pass that everyone that is bitten, when he looketh
upon it, shall live". You may see this today as the doctors' emblem. It is often on
doctor's cars and medical vehicles, a snake wound round a pole in the midst of a
circle. It is the serpent of brass that Moses made. And whoever looked upon that
serpent, lived. So the Lord Jesus was like that serpent, lifted up for all to see.

And it is more than that, because in Psalm 22 it says, "they pierced my hands
and my feet". Now if you pierce the hands and the feet, it is not the death by
sword, nor is it the death by fire. There is only one death that would do it, and that
is the Cross. Therefore God brought about the crucifixion. And the reason is that
our Lord said, "I, if I be lifted up, will draw all men unto me". Only the Cross
would lift Him up so.

Now I want to tell you something more God brought, and that is very clear. God
that day brought the crowd. Now you will say to me, God does not will bad things.
God could not will evil things. Now listen to me before you say it. Christ is ever
lifted up before men His enemies, and He draws them to Him. It was necessary
that should happen at His death. God thus brought the crowd, a first fruit of those
who would be drawn to the Crucified One across the ages.

That crowd behaved abominably. They behaved like mad dogs, they behaved
just like the crowds at Tyburn, when you find a servant girl hanged for stealing a
handkerchief, or sixpence, and they all go for a holiday to watch her hanged. They
would do anything for the sight of blood. Now when I was in an Arab capital in
the army, our cook asked for the day off. And when asked why, he said that his
brother was being hung in the prison, and he wanted to take his family to watch.
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So he took his whole family to watch his brother hung in the prison. And if you
think that is extraordinary, consider that when they electrocuted men in the USA
in the electric chair they had to issue tickets.

The fact is that the crowd behaved absolutely abominably. Psalm 22 describes
them as "Bulls of Bashan have beset me around" - the biggest type of bull. It says,
"For dogs have compassed me". It describes that crowd as "the assembly of the
wicked have inclosed me". This evil, evil crowd were around the Lord Jesus as
He hung on the Cross. I want you to think about that crowd, for in it lie many
secrets of your own heart and of others.

Remember what I said that God willed it. I mean it. Now let us go to that
crowd. Let us go to one man and say to him, "Friend, why did you come here?
Why are you behaving like this?" And listen to his answer. When he can stop
staring he says, "I went out for the holiday. And as I was going on my way, I saw
the Gabbatha, the pavement outside Pilate's palace, and a whole crowd gathered
there, so I joined in." Now it says in the Bible in Exodus 23:2, "Thou shalt not
follow a multitude to do evil". This man had gone the way of the crowd. Never
go the way of the crowd. Go the opposite way. They all set out to do something?
You set out to do the opposite. So the man says, "I do not really know why I am
here. I heard the Priests going round saying, 'Shout Crucify Him! Crucify Him!'.
So I shouted with the best of them. And that is what I did, and came here with
them." "What," you say, "yelling at a defenceless man? And one in such a pitiable
condition, dying on a cross?" The man says, "Well, everybody else does. I do
what they do." Now that is just what is happening in England today. And that is
why they are not listening to the Gospel. They follow the crowd.

We go to the next man, and we say to him, "Why are you here?". "Well," he
says, "I saw this man preaching against the Temple. You cannot do that! Look,"
he says, "the bottom of the problem is this - money. It's money, can't you see?
You see this crowd, well many of them live in Jerusalem. And do you not realise
that nine out of every ten men in the city get their living by working in the
Temple? And do you know, that if we displease the Chief Priests and the other
rulers, we shall lose our jobs? We cannot afford to do that. Frankly, between
ourselves, I do not feel anything against this man particularly. But as He has
thoroughly upset our Priests, I have to go along with them, or I should lose my
employment." So you see the majority of British people today are hostile towards
the Lord Jesus simply because they love money. They are dismissive - until it
comes to their incomes. The problem is, the Lord Jesus said, "No servant can
serve two masters: for either he will hate the one and love the other; or else he
will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon."
The Pharisees, who were covetous, derided Him for this. And so do men today.
They love money and hold to it, so they hate Christ and despise Him. His reply is
as fresh and relevant now as it was then: "God knoweth your hearts: for that
which is highly esteemed among men is abomination in the sight of God." Make
your mind up. You are going to serve Jesus, so throw your money to the poor, or
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into the sea, and come, follow Him. Make up your mind! Many, many in the past
have done just this, and they have a name that is eternal. Those who hung on to
their money, have no memorial. Never hang on to money. It is either money or
Jesus. This man is clear. He has chosen money. So has today's society.

We turn away. Let us try a third man. So we say, "Why are you here, what has
attracted you?" "Me, sir, I am undecided about this fellow. The people said He
was a prophet and He did miracles and things. Mind you," he says, "myself, I
don't know. I'm quite undecided. I heard all the people, so I went home and shut
my door. But I saw the crowd in the street, so I came up here." "But," you say,
"You're yelling with the best of them. You're quite hoarse." "Oh," says the man,
"'When in Rome you have to do as the Romans do. I want to see if He really is a
prophet, if He will come down from that Cross." This man has a very inadequate
view of Jesus. And that is exactly what they have today. They have an idea of
Jesus that He is some wet, weak, meek and mild Jesus who ought to be giving
them more money and a better time and more peace and getting rid of the wars
and getting rid of the troubles, and helping them.

Let us go on to one other. Who is this, standing close to the foot of the Cross,
in long, rich robes, with a long beard? He is well off. He is a very religious man.
You say to him, "Sir, seeing it is the preparation of the most important Sabbath of
the year, how come you are standing so near a nearly dead thing? You are meant
to be clean for your feast." "Oh," says he "I keep my robes far enough away from
Him to avoid defilement. I shall enjoy tomorrow. I hate Him." We say to him,
"But why do you hate Him?". He says, "Because He attacked me." "But what did
He say to you?" "He said, 'You are a hypocrite. You make long prayers in public.
But underneath all you are doing is grubbing for money and you even steal
widows' houses. So you leave them on the street and get a house to add to your
income.' " Ah! Does than not just describe many respectable figures today? Their
real motives are not the ones put out for public consumption, but love of money.

"He attacked me," says the man. "Yes," says the one who is standing beside
him, joining in, "And it's worse than that, "He has spoken against the Romans.
And if He does not die, but we leave Him to it, the people will follow Him and
the Romans will come and take away our place - that's the most important thing.
We are a very important people - and the nation. So we condemned Him to death
to save our nation." And he turns from us and goes on criticizing the dying One
for everything that is in Him. It is the same today. A lot of people in this land hate
Jesus because they want a quiet life. They see it lies down the road of fitting in
with the powers and religions that be. That means accepting homosexuality, other
faiths, and avoiding being clear over truth, God and Christ. They see well enough
that He will not allow their gambling, drinking, dishonesty, and unclean living. He
attacks the way they behave in their homes. He will not accept their abortion,
divorce, remarriage, the way they live together. He stands against their easy
morals and whole direction of thought and life. He says "Repent!". Today men
feel Christ is their enemy. They like changing light bulbs, not repenting. They feel
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all can be put right by man, by education, regulation and science, not repenting.
And the result is the mess we see. Now, let us leave the scene.

We return three hours later, to find a very different atmosphere, a subdued,
silent multitude. They are turning away and beating their breasts in sorrow. What
has changed them? Remember, I said God willed the whole crucifixion. Think on
that as we turn to yet another man and say, "Friend, why are you beating your
breast as you depart? What changed you?" And he says, "As I stood there, I saw
a woman and a man approach the foot of the Cross. I watched the face of the
dying man in His utter pain. He never thought of Himself, but said to the woman,
'Woman, behold thy son'. I recognized her as His mother. He said to the man,
'Behold thy mother', and she took the man's arm and they went away weeping. I
felt so bad. But even worse, when one of the others crucified with Him, was
cursing Him and saying, 'If thou be the Christ, save thyself and us'. Then I heard
the other say, 'we are here justly for our sins, but this man has done no wrong'.
"And,", he says, "I felt so low as I heard him say, 'Lord, remember me when
thou comest into thy kingdom'. And he said to him, 'Today thou shalt be with
me in paradise'. I hate myself. I did wrong. I wish I could blot out what I've
done today."

We turn to one last. "Friend, why are you so doleful?" He says, "I was gloating,
when suddenly the sun grew dark. Time passed, I grew cold, I shivered, so did the
others. It went on for three whole hours. It made me think that God is showing
His great displeasure with what we are doing. This poor crucified man never did
anything but good, certainly much better than our priests. Everyone knows what
He said about them was true. But it was His face. I always enjoyed a good
crucifixion and have watched many a man crucified. This One behaved so
differently. He never hated. His was in control of everything. As He died, even the
Centurion, a hard-bitten man if ever there was one, said 'Certainly this was a
righteous man'. He said He was God's Son. Oh! I am ashamed I ever joined in."

Remember what I said, God willed all this? Well, God lets men fall to their true
level before He allows them to repent. He lets us sink as low as our weak, evil
natures take us, to teach us what we are truly like. Only then does He grant
repentance unto life. Look ahead - what made three thousand of .hose men repent
at one speech of Peter's fifty days later? They re-lived their own part in that evil
crowd and their consciences smote them. God allowed them to behave their worst,
because He graciously meant it to make them know themselves and repent. Then
you take those priests standing at the foot of the Cross venting their malice and
spite at the Lord Jesus. A great company of the priests were obedient to the faith
within a few weeks and months. What made them change? It was that face in its
pain and love. They knew they would stand before Him in the Day of Judgment.
So God did right. He gave them the gift of repentance. God meant it unto them
for good. He forgave them.

Last of all, we turn to a more cheerful subject. God, who was behind that scene,
with all its evil and bullying cruelty, can change a society like that today. The mob

I
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who hate Jesus and come to gloat, can repent. God need not do exactly as He did
then, neither darken the sun nor use the same scene and actors. He can bring men
and women in society to think alone and when the heat has gone out of them. To
show them just how low they have fallen. His method still is to bring natural
disasters upon them to prove He, not they, is in control of the earth. He can face
them with the Crucified. Christ, who was lifted up, still draws all men to Him.

The truth of the matter is this. God is opening the door of repentance to millions
of Chinese who have lived in every way God forbade, who were enemies of
Christ over centuries, especially spurning Him under recent Communism. God is
gracious to His enemies, the Indian idolaters and resurgent Hindus. He has drawn
multitudes of those who have lived in utter darkness, in enmity to all He
commands. They stand in millions around that Cross, and are repenting. God has
given other continents the gift of faith, and they come from every point of the
compass into the kingdom. But the West, with its turning away, has yet to sink
lower, to feel the chill of the darkness of materialism, secularism and the
godlessness they have chosen. Only when they have sunk low enough will God
grant them repentance unto life. Lord Jesus, may it be soon.

---e---

• FOR YOUNGER READERS •

C. MACKENZIE

MISSING THE PLANE

HOW frustrating it is to just miss a bus or a plane. We recently had to catch
a connecting flight in London Gatwick airport. Our plane from Venice had taken
off an hour late but, hopefully, we would still have enough time to make our
next flight.

We got through passport control speedily but then had to wait for fifty minutes
for our luggage to appear on the carousel. Time was very tight. We hurried as fast
as we could to the check-in desk for the Inverness flight. "Sorry," said the lady.
"The gate for the Inverness flight has just closed."

We told the circumstances of the delayed flight and the late luggage, but no
excuses made any difference. The gate was closed. Thankfully our situation was
not too drastic. We had to pay a little more money and wait in Gatwick for five
hours but eventually we got the next plane home.

Jesus told a story about five wise girls and five foolish girls who were waiting
to go into a wedding. The foolish girls had forgotten to take oil for their lamps.
"Give us some of yours," they said to the other girls. "No," they replied. "Go and
buy some for yourselves."

While they were away buying the oil, the bridegroom arrived. He went into the
wedding feast with the five wise girls. The door was shut.
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When the others came back they begged that the door would be opened, but to
no avail. The door was firmly shut. They were too late.

Jesus told this story to warn us to watch and be ready for the coming of the Son
of Man. The only way to be ready to enter heaven is through the Lord Jesus
Christ. He is the way. No one comes to the Father but by Him. Jesus tells us He
is the door. Anyone who comes in by Him shall be saved.

Now is the time to trust in the Lord Jesus Christ. Now is the day of salvation.
If we do not trust in Him in this life then it will be too late. The door will be shut.
There is no opportunity to trust in Him after death. "In the place where the tree
falleth, there it shall be" (Ecclesiastes 11 :3).

Those who do not trust in Christ will hear the awful words, "Depart from me,
ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels" (Matthew
25:41).

If we are in Christ we will hear the invitation, "Come, ye blessed of my Father,
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world" (Matthew
25:34).

BIBLE SEARCH

Find the llllssmg words. The initial letters of your answers will spell out a
message from God to us.

1. Jesus answered them, Do ye now ? (John 16:31).

2. For the time is come that judgement must begin at the house of God: and if it
first begin at us, what shall the be of them that obey not the
gospel of God? (l Peter 4: 17).

3. For I know that my liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter
day upon the earth (Job 19:25).

4. How shall we if we neglect so great salvation? (Hebrews 2:3).

5. Now is the time; behold, now is the day of salvation (2
Corinthians 6:2).

6. For to me to live is Christ and to is gain (Phjlippians 1:21).

7. I am afflicted and ready to die from my up (Psalm 88:15).

Nothing can render affliction so heavy as the load of sin; would you, therefore, be
fitted for afflictions, be sure to get the burden of your sins laid aside; and then
what afflictions soever you meet with will be very easy to you.

Bunyan's dying sayings
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• VITAL LINKS
THREE CONVERSIONS •

PETER MURCOTT (Isle of Man)

THIS is the story of three men from very different backgrounds and of very
different temperaments. Yet they had this in common: they all became preachers.
Two were Primitive Methodists, and the other a Baptist. One is still very well
known; one is little-known; and the other is more or less unknown. But each
played a vital part in God's plan whereby "all things work together for good to
them that love God, to them who are the called according to His purpose".l We
shall not recount everything they did, but will simply trace the chain of events
whereby one conversion led to another.

1. ROBERT KEY
Born: 7th April 1805, South Elmham, All Saints, North Suffolk

Entered the ministry: 1828 • Died: August 1876

Few people would have imagined that a highly-undisciplined youth, called
Robert Key, living in Yarmouth, would one day become a powerful Primitive
Methodist travelling preacher. Looking back on him in later years, one of his
converts said that he had "a head like a lion, his hair as black as raven, and a voice
like thunder pouring forth the truth in streams"; 2 but as a youth, it was a very
different story.

Robert Key was born in a remote village in North Norfolk, and moved to
Yarmouth in 1815. At that time, it was not just a fishing port, but was also a place
where coal ships were unloaded. He grew up to be tall, strong and yet largely
uneducated, and so he sought manual work unloading the ships.· The job was
heavy, hard and foul- where fighting, swearing, gambling and hard drinking were
the orders of the day, of which he soon became one of the ringleaders. Many were
afraid of him; and it seemed as if there was no depth to which he would not fall.

By God's grace, the whole course was changed for ever just after his twentieth
birthday. The actual date of his conversion was Sunday, 10th April 1825, under
the preaching of John Brame, a travelling preacher from Norwich who was on a
mission to Yarmouth. Because of his earlier reputation, some doubted the
genuineness of his conversion; 3 but a holy life is a powerful sermon, and his total
change in lifestyle soon became its own witness.

In 1827, he became a local preacher. Within a year, he was a Hired Local
Preacher in the Fakenham Circuit; and then, despite some people's reservations
about him, due to his uneducated background, he became a travelling preacher.
He began work in mid-Norfolk, which was uncharted territory as far as Primitive
Methodism was concemed.4
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Those were the pioneering days when preachers often possessed both the
minimum of education and pay. But what they lacked in material resources, by
God's grace they possessed Holy Spirit power in abundance. How else can one
account for their sacrificial love for the Saviour for whom they walked endless
miles, often hungry and footsore?5 Better to have material poverty through love
than to have spiritual poverty by withholding the very mention of Christ's Name,
lest it cause offence.

The initial enquiry at that time of prospective preachers is very revealing, and
it ran something like this: -

QUESTION: "Do you know the disease?"

ANSWER: "I do to my sorrow."

QUESTION: "Do you know the cure?

ANSWER: "Thank God, I do. "

QUESTION: "Do you want to tell others of it?"

ANSWER: "I do indeed. "

COMMENT: "Then if these things do notfit you to preach the Gospel to perishing
souls, it is difficult to know what can do so. "6

The task of the travelling preacher was simply to proclaim the Gospel, usually
in the open-air. The aim was the conversion of sinners, leading to the creation of
a new work, which might eventually become a circuit in its own right. Armed with
nothing but a Bible and a hymn book, they were to say nothing inflammatory, and
to avoid politics or any comment about other denomjnations, and "all frivolous
apologies".? One detects in this the wise hand of Hugh BOUJ'ne himself, who
served Primitive Methodism well, by ensuring that where preachers suffered 
and many did - it was always for well-doing. 8

The mid-Norfolk mission began with Robert Key preaching his first sermon at
Cawston on 13th April 1830, As was the custom, he kept a journal. Take this entry
about Hockering, a village some ten miles from Norwich, with a population of
about four hundred people:

Its inhabitants were in a very low state of mental ignorance - shrouded in
darkness and steeped in sin. There was not at the time, as far as I could
learn or hear ofafterwards, one Christian man or woman in this parish. 9

This was no exception; for of Garveston, he wrote:

I entered this place in 1831, and found its inhabitants in the deepest,
grossest ignorance. I could not find one God-fearing man or woman in
the place.
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He went through many dark periods, one of the worst being at Watton on 16th
August 1832. This was the scene in the Market-place:

The preacher was knocked down, trampled upon and kicked. He struggled
to his feet and got on his chair again - still preaching. Another rush - with
the result that Key was tossed backward and forward like a football. Then
the missiles began to fly. ... 10

It might have ended with his death; but suddenly some of the ringleaders,
despite being drunk, "were seized with compunction and changed sides". They
surrounded him, acted as a body-guard and enabled his escape, crying: "You are
right and we are wrong. No man shall hurt you."

This and much more resulted in the creation of the Mattishall Circuit in 1834,
with "four chapels, four travelling preachers, thirty-five local preachers, and seven
hundred and fifteen members". Humanly speaking, it was an impossible outcome
but, as Robert Key said, "It is the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes".! 1

It was during that time, at a remote village called Saham Toney, not far from
Watton, that a young man's life was changed. His name was Robert Eaglen.

2. ROBERT EAGLEN
Born: Saham Toney, near WaUon, 15th November 1815
Entered the ministry: 1837 • Died: 24th September 1893

There is a very instructi ve verse in I Samuel 16:7, spoken by the Lord at the time
of the anointing of David as king of Israel: " ... the Lord seeth not as man seeth;
for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart." It
is particularly applicable to the second link in our chain: Robert Eaglen.

Unlike Robert Key, he is now completely unknown, save to a very few people
indeed who are extremely well-acquainted with Primitive Methodist literature, as
is seen in H. B. Kendall's Origin and History of the Primitive Methodist Church,
Volume 2.12 Yet his obituary, written in 1894 by the Rev. Danzey Sheen,13 provides
some compelling evidence of his key role in the conversion of Charles Spurgeon,
whose name is still widely known, both in the British Isles and overseas.

Remarkably thin

Robert Eaglen was born in a tiny village, called Saham Toney, to the west of
Norwich, not far from Watton, on 15th November 1815. He had the benefit of a
basic education at a local school - a privilege not generally available in those
days, since compulsory education did not begin until 1870. Unlike Robert Key, he
did not live a wild, reckless life in his early years. Nor was he particularly robust.
On the contrary, Danzey Sheen describes him as "below average stature, and until
about forty years of age, remarkably thin, pale and hollow-looking". These points
are particularly important for more than one reason, and we shall return to them
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in regard to Charles Spurgeon's conversion. He did not enjoy particularly good
health, and yet he displayed a spirit of determination and love for the Lord that
caused him, like so many other others of his day, to walk many long miles in
Christ's service.

His encounter with the Lord came at the age of sixteen. In the summer of 1832,
on 10th June, Robert Key, who by then was five years into his ministry, brought
the Gospel to Saham Toney,14 preaching both in private homes and at camp (or
open air) meetings, which were the hallmark of Primitive Methodism.

At that point, like Hugh Bourne, one of the co-founders of the Primitive
Methodist Connexion, Robert Eaglen was an unsaved soul, suffering from an
inward spiritual struggle. By God's providence, his attention was awakened by
the conversion of his sister, Mary Ann Eaglen, under Robert Key's ministry. Such
was the change in her, that it caused her brother to attend many of the evangelistic
meetings, too, as an earnest seeker.

Holy conversations
His moment of awakening began through the kindness of a recently converted
farmer, who saw the anxiety on this young man's face. He invited him to his home
for tea, and during the meal he explained to him the way of salvation. It is not
uncommon for the newly-saved to want to share their faith with others, 15 and it is
a fact that many a conversion began with a meal. We might recall that the only
recorded occasion when Christ Jesus used the word "salvation" was in the context
of a meal at Zacchaeus' home. 16

We know nothing of what the farmer said. Being a relatively new convert
himself, his knowledge of the Scriptures may not have been profound. Yet by
God's grace, he knew enough to be able to say, like the blind man whose sight
was restored in Jerusalem after washing in the pool of Siloam: "One thing I know,
that, whereas I was blind, now I see." 17

The light dawns
There was a Gospel meeting that evening, and the conversation between the
unnamed farmer and the young Robert Eaglen continued along the road. During
that time, the Holy Spirit opened up his heart; and it is reported that "the country
road soon reverberated with the song, 'My soul is now unitedffo Christ the Living
Vine'." 18 The hymn had undoubtedly been used at the open air services: else
Robert would not have known it, as it was specifically Primitive Methodist.

He first became a prayer leader, and was then invited by Robert Key to the
September 1832 Preachers' Quarterly Meeting, where he was introduced as
follows: "There is a lad here, which hath five barley loaves, and two small fishes.
He will now address you." 19 By then, he was but seventeen years old; and yet his
preaching proved itself by a number of converts, which led in due course to his
becoming a fully-ordained minister.
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Self-taught
As for his training, it was of the most informal kind; yet it served the needs of the
growing Connexion. A certain Mr. Tooke of Watton provided him with
accommodation and with the facility of using his library, which Robert Eaglen did
between 1833 and 1836, prior to becoming a Primitive Methodist Minister.20

Interestingly, it was at this time that Charles Spurgeon was born, whose
conversion was traceable to a sermon preached by Robert Eaglen which led
within a fairly short while to his becoming a Pastor in a Baptist Church.

Self-sacrifice

As was the custom for Primitive Methodist preachers at the time, he was used to
long journeys on foot to fulfil his appointments. For example, when he was in the
Fakenham Circuit in 1868, he would walk ten miles to his appointments at Wells
next-the-Sea. Whilst at Alysham, in 1871, he had appointments sixteen miles
away to which he walked. Yet his health was never particularly good, so much so
that it was said in his obituary that there were occasions when his physical
sufferings made him unable even to stand in the pulpit.21 In due course the strain
brought about his reluctant superannuation in 1872.

By then, the net increase of souls brought to the Lord under his ministry was
1,072, amongst whom was Charles Haddon Spurgeon to whose background and
conversion we now turn.

3. CHARLES SPURGEON
Born: Kelvedon, Essex, 19th June 1834

Entered the Baptist ministry: 1852 • Died: 31st January 1892

Although there are many differences between Charles Spurgeon and Robert
Eaglen, there are several similarities:

1. Both were converted as teenagers.
2. Neither had fallen into downright godlessness.
3. Both knew that they were sinners needing a Saviour.
4. Both became preachers whilst in their teens.
5. Both were largely self-taught insofar as the faith was concerned.
6. Both suffered from increasingly poor health in later life.
7. They both died within a year of each other.

Yet there is no evidence that they ever met other than on the day of Spurgeon's
conversion, nor that Spurgeon knew Robert Eaglen's name.

Charles Haddon Spurgeon was born in Kelvedon in Essex on the 19th June
1834, though he did not live there long enough even to be aware of the area, since
the family moved in 1835 to Colchester. For much of his early life, he lived
with his grandparents at Stambourne. Since his grandfather was an Independent
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minister, he had many theological books with which the young boy became very
familiar. To this extent, he had an immense advantage over both Robert Key and
Robert Eaglen.

Searching for salvation
His childhood was happy, and he did not fall into bad company or evil ways. Yet
he knew that he needed the Saviour; but he could not fathom how a just and holy
God, whilst remaining such, could forgive his sins. He attended church, and no
doubt heard many erudite sermons; but none of them gave him the answer. After
his conversion, he became a preacher and the Pastor of a Baptist Chapel at
Waterbeach in 1851, moving to London in 1854 to become the minister at New
Park Baptist Church. He was to remain in London for the rest of his life, spending
most of his years at the Metropolitan Tabernacle, Elephant and Castle, where he
published more sermons than probably any other preacher.22

But we will focus entirely upon his conversion. The story has been often
repeated how, at the age of fifteen, Charles Spurgeon made his way on a snowy
morning on 6th January 1850 to Artillery Street Primitive Methodist Church,
Colchester. It was not his normal place of worship; indeed it seems that he
attended a Primitive Methodist Church only on two consecutive Sundays.23

Thin congregation
There were not many people at church that day - twelve to fifteen. Spurgeon says
that the regular minister did not turn up, and speculates that he was probably
snowed in. He goes on to say that eventually a very thin-looking man entered the
pulpit to conduct the service. Now he was probably wrong in supposing that the
"thin-looking man" was a substitute preacher. An unattested hand-written note in
the possession of the Methodist Studies Unit at Oxford Brookes University says
that Robert Eaglen, who in 1850 was stationed at Ipswich,24 some sixteen miles
away, walked to Colchester on that day. That has the ring of truth, since he walked
everywhere; and the snow would have simply delayed him.

His text was Isaiah 45:22: "Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the
earth, for I am God, and there is none else." In passing, we might note that the
phrase "none else" repeatedly occurs in Isaiah 45, to drive the point home, as only
a negative can.25

Look and live
The preacher spoke only for about ten minutes. According to Spurgeon, he had the
local dialect and did not pronounce his words properly.26 When he had finished
his message, he turned to the young Spurgeon, and addressed him personally,
telling him that he would be miserable in life and death unless he obeyed the text.

He goes on to say that the preacher concluded by raising his hands, and
shouting: "Young man, look to Jesus Christ. Look! Look! Look! You have nothin'
to do but to look and live." 27 And the Word did its work: Spurgeon was saved at
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that moment. The mists were cleared as to how a holy and righteous God could,
nevertheless, forgive him for his sins. He saw the analogy between the brazen
serpent, raised up in the wilderness by Moses,28 so that the Israelites who had
been bitten by the poisonous snakes simply had to look to be healed. So Christ
was raised up on the cross; and all the sinner had to do, having been stung by the
scorpion sin, was to look believingly to be saved.29

The young Spurgeon was elated; but strangely he never mentioned the
preacher's name in any of his writings, including his posthumously published
autobiography.3D A footnote simply says that during Spurgeon's lifetime three
people claimed to have been the preacher on that occasion; though Spurgeon did
not recognise any of them. On the other hand, after Robert Eaglen's death, the
Rev. Danzey Sheen wrote:

Although the late well-beloved C. H. Spurgeon did not know who was the
preacher of the sermon under which he "looked and lived", the late John
Bloomfield, station steward, who was present on the occasion, and knew
both preacher and convert as well, positively affirmed, both orally and in
writing, that Robert Eaglen was the preacher of that ever-memorable
sermon. ... 31

The evidence

This, then, is the evidence that he was that vital link in a God-given chain, leading
to one of the most influential ministries of the century:

1. Spurgeon's own description of him: "a very thin looking man."
2. The steward's confirmation, and that he knew both parties.
3. Spurgeon's reference to his local accent and mispronunciation, suggesting a

man from an isolated area.
4. Robert Eaglen's reluctance even to mention it. As the Rev. Danzey Sheen

said of him in 1894:

While Mr. Eaglen was ever ready to thank God that He did condescend so
greatly to bless that sermon, he wisely reckoned that the excellency of the
power was ofGod, and rarely, if ever, referred to the circumstances, except
in reply to the questions of others. 32

Surely of all the evidence, the last-mentioned is the strongest. Here was a man
who "sought not honour from men, but was well content with that which came
from God only". God delights to use such men to fulfil His sovereign purposes.
When we consider the thousands of souls who were brought to faith under
Spurgeon's ministry, Robert Key indeed spoke prophetically when he first
introduced Robert Eaglen to the Preachers' Quarterly Meeting back in 1832:
"There is a lad here, which hath five barley loaves, and two small fishes.33 He will
now address you."
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30. First published in four volumes: 1897-1900.
31. Primitive Methodist Conference Minutes, 1894, p. 14.
32. Ibid., p. 14.
33. See John 6:9.
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• PROVE ALL THINGS •

Part 11

J. C. RYLE

"Prove all things; hold fast that which is good" (1 Thessalonians 5:21)

89

READER, I warn you not to be moved by the common argument, that the right of
private judgment is liable to be abused - that private judgment has done great
harm, and should be avoided as a dangerous thing. Never was there a more
miserable argument! Never was there one which when thrashed proves so full
of chaff!

Private judgment has been abused! I would like the objector to tell me what
good gift of God has not been abused! What high principle can be named that has
not been employed for the very worst of purposes? Strength may become tyranny
when it is employed by the stronger to coerce the weaker, yet strength is a
blessing when properly employed. Liberty may become licentiousness when
every man does that which is right in his own eyes, without regarding the rights
and feelings of others; yet liberty, rightly used, is a mighty blessing. Because
many things may be used improperly, are we, therefore, to give them up
altogether? Because opium is used improperly by some, is it not to be used as a
medicine on any occasion at all? Because money may be used improperly, is
all money to be cast into the sea? You cannot have good in this world without
evil. You cannot have private judgment without some abusing it, and turning it
to bad account.

But private judgment, people say, has done more than good! What harm has
private judgment done, I would like to know, in matters of religion, compared to
the harm that has been done by the neglect of it? Grant, for a moment, that among
Protestants who allow private judgment, there are divisions. Grant that in the
Church of Rome, where private judgment is forbidden, there are no divisions. I
might easily show that Romish unity is far more seeming than real. Bishop Hall,
in his book called The Peace of Rome, numbers up no less than three hundred
differences of opinion maintained in the Romish Church. I might easily show that
the divisions of Protestants are exceedingly exaggerated, and that most of them
are upon points of minor importance. I might show that, with all the varieties of
Protestantism, as men call them, there is still a vast amount of fundamental unity
and substantial agreement among Protestants. No man can read the Harmony of
Protestant Confessions without seeing that.

But grant for a moment that private judgment has led to divisions, and brought
about varieties. I say that these divisions and varieties are but a drop of water
when compared with the torrent of abominations that have arisen from the Church
or Rome's practice of disallowing private judgment altogether. Place the evils in
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two scales - the evils that have arisen from private judgment, and those that have
arisen from no man being allowed to think for himself. Weigh the evils one
against another, and I have no doubt as to which will be the greatest. Give me
Protestant divisions, certainly, rather than Popish unity, with the fruit that it brings
forth. Give me Protestant variations, whatever a man like Bossuet may say about
them, rather than Romish ignorance - Romish superstition - Romish darkness 
and Romish idolatry. Give me the Protestant diversities of England and Scotland,
with all their disadvantages, rather than the dead level, both intellectual and
spiritual, of the Italian peninsula. Let the two systems be tried by their fruits - the
system that says, "Prove all things", and the system that says, "Dare to have no
opinion of your own" - let them be tried by their fruits in the hearts, in the
intellects, in the lives, in all the ways of men, and I have no doubt as to the result.

Reader, I warn you above all things not to be moved by the specious argument,
that it is humility to disallow private judgment, that it is humility to have no
opinion of your own, that it is the part of a true Christian not to think for himself!

I tell you that such humility is a false humility, a humility that does not deserve
that blessed name. Call it rather laziness. Call it rather idleness. Call it rather
sloth. It makes a man strip himself of all his responsibility, and throw the whole
burden of his soul into the hands of the minister and the Church. Lt gives a man a
mere vicarious religion, a religion by which he places his conscience and all his
spiritual concerns under the care of others. He need not trouble himself! He need
no longer think for himself! He has embarked in a safe ship, and placed his soul
under a safe pilot, and will get to heaven! Oh, beware of supposing that this
deserves the name of humility. It is refusing to exercise the gift that God has given
you. It is refusing to employ the sword of the Spirit which God has forged for the
use of your hand. Blessed be God, our forefathers did not act upon such
principles! Had they done so, we should never hJve had the Reformation. Had
they done so, we might have been bowing down to the image of the virgin Mary
at this moment, or praying to the spirits of departed saints, or having a service
performed in Latin. From such humility may the good Lord ever deliver you!

Reader, as long as you live resolve that you will read for yourself; think for
yourself, judge of the Bible for yourself; in the great matters of your soul. Have
an opinion of your own. Never be ashamed of saying, "I think that this is right,
because I find it in the Bible", and "I think that this is wrong, because I do not
find it in the Bible". "Prove all things", and prove them by the Word of God.

As long as you live, beware of the blindfold system, which many commend in
the present day - the system of following a leader, and having no opinion of their
own - the system which practically says, "Only keep your Church, only receive
the sacraments, only believe what the ordained ministers who are set over you tell
you, and then all shall be well". I warn you that this will not do. I warn you that
if you are content with this kind of religion, you are periling your immortal soul.
Let the Bible, and not any Church upon earth, or any minister upon earth, be your
rule of faith. "Prove all things" by the Word of God.
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And, above all, as long as you live, look forward to the great day of judgment.
Think of the solemn account which everyone of us shall have to give in that
day before the judgment seat of Christ. We shall not be judged by Churches. We
shall not be judged by whole congregations. We shall be judged individually, each
by himself. What shall it profit you or me in that day to say, "Lord, Lord, I
believed everything the Church told me. I received and believed everything
ordained ministers set before me. I thought that whatever the Church and the
ministers said must be right?" What shall it profit us to say this, if we have
held some deadly error? Surely, the voice of Him that sits upon the throne will
reply, "You had the Scriptures. You had a book plain and easy to him that will
read it and search it in a childlike spirit. Why did you not use the Word of God
when it was given to you? You had a reasonable soul given you to understand
that Bible. Why did you not 'Prove all things', and thus keep clear of error?"
Oh, reader, if you refuse to exercise your private judgment, think of that awful
day, and beware!

2. And now let me speak of the duty and necessity of keeping firm hold
upon truth
The words of the Apostle on this subject are pithy and forcible. "Hold fast," he
says, "that which is good." It is as if he said to us, "When you have found the truth
for yourself; and when you are satisfied that it is Christ's truth - that truth which
the Scriptures set forth - then get a firm hold upon it, grasp it, keep it in your
heart, never let it go."

He speaks as one who knew what the hearts of all Christians are. He knew that
our grasp of the Gospel, at our best, is very cold - that our love soon waxes feeble
- that our faith soon wavers - that our zeal soon flags - that familiarity with
Christ's truth often brings with it a species of contempt - that, like Israel, we are
apt to be discouraged by the length of our journey - and, like Peter, ready to sleep
one moment and fight the next - but, like Peter, not ready to watch and pray. All
this St. Paul remembered, and, like a faithful watchman, he cries, by the Holy
Ghost, "Hold fast that which is good".

He speaks as if he foresaw by the Spilit that the good tidings of the Gospel
would soon be corrupted, spoiled, and plucked away from the Church at
Thessalonica. He speaks as one who foresaw that Satan and all his agents would
labour hard to cast down Christ's truth. He writes as though he would forewarn
men of this danger, and he cries, "Hold fast that which is good".

Reader, the advice is always needed as long as the world stands. There is a
tendency to decay in the very best of human institutions. The best visible Church
of Christ is not free from this liability to degenerate. It is made up of fallible men.
There is always in it a tendency to decay. We see the leaven of evil creeping into
Illany a Church, even in the Apostle's time. There were evils in the Corinthian
Church, evils in the Ephesian Church, evils in the Galatian Church. All these
things are meant to be our warnings and beacons in these latter times. All show
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the great necessity laid upon the Church to remember the Apostle's words: "Hold
fast that which is good."

Many a Church of Christ since then has fallen away for the want of
remembering this principle. Their ministers and members forgot that Satan is
always labouring to bring in false doctrine. They forgot that he can transform
himself into an angel of light - that he can make darkness appear light, and light
darkness; truth appear falsehood, and falsehood truth. If he cannot destroy
Christianity, he ever tries to spoil it. If he cannot prevent the form of godliness,
he endeavours to rob Churches of the power. No Church is ever safe that forgets
these things, and does not bear in mind the Apostle's injunction: "Hold fast that
which is good."

Reader, if ever there was a time in the world when Churches were put upon
their trial, whether they would hold fast the truth or not, that time is the present
time, and those Churches are the Protestant Churches of our own land. Popery,
that old enemy of our nation, is coming in upon us in this day like a flood. We are
assaulted by open enemies without, and betrayed continually by false friends
within. The numbers of Roman Catholic churches, and chapels, and schools, and
conventual and monastic establishments, are continually increasing around us.
Month after month brings tidings of some new defection from the ranks of the
Church of England to the ranks of the Church of Rome. Already the clergy of the
Church of Rome are using great swelling words about things to come, and
boasting that, sooner or later, England shall once more be brought back to the
orbit from whence she fell, and take her place in the Catholic system. Already the
Pope is parcelling our country into bishoprics, and speaks like one who fancies
that by-and-by he shall divide the spoil. Already he seems to foresee a time when
England shall be as the patrimony of St. Peter's, when London shall be as Rome,
when St. Paul's shall be as St. Peter's, and Lambeth Palace shall be as the Vatican
itself. Surely, now or never, we ought all of us to awake, and "Hold fast that which
is good".

We supposed, some of us, in our blindness, that the power of the Church of
Rome was ended. We dreamed, some of us, in our folly, that the Reformation had
ended the Popish controversy, and that if Romanism did survive, Romanism was
altogether changed. If we did think so, we have lived to learn that we made a most
grievous mistake. Rome never changes. It is her boast that she is always the same.
The snake is not killed. He was scotched at the time of the Reformation, but was
not destroyed. The Romish Antichrist is not dead. He was cast down for a little
season, like the fabled giant buried under Etna, but his deadly wound is healed,
the grave is opening once more, and Antichrist is coming forth. The unclean spirit
of Popery is not laid in his own place. Rather he seems to say, "My house in
England is now swept and garnished for me; let me return to the place from
whence I came forth".

And, reader, the question is now, whether we are going to abide quietly, sit still,
and fold our hands, and do nothing to resist the assault. Are we really men of
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understanding of the times? Do we know the day of our visitation? Surely, this is
Lt crisis in the history of our Churches and of our land. It is a time which will soon
prove whether we know the value of our privileges, or whether, like Amalek, "the
first of the nations", our "latter end shall be that we perish for ever". It is a time
which will soon prove whether we intend to allow our candlestick to be quietly
removed, or repent, and do our first works, lest any man should take our crown.
If we love the open Bible - if we love the preaching of the Gospel - if we love
the freedom of reading that Bible, no man letting or hindering us, and the
opportunity of hearing that Gospel, no man forbidding us - if we love civil liberty
- if we love religious liberty - if these are precious to our souls, we must all make
up our minds to hold fast, lest by and by we lose alL

Reader, if we mean to hold fast, every parish, every congregation, every
Christian man, and every Christian woman, must do their part in contending for
the truth. Each should work, and each should pray, and each should labour as if
the preservation of the pure Gospel depended upon himself or herself, and upon
no one else at all. The bishops must not leave the matter to the priests, nor the
priests leave the matter to the bishops. The clergy must not leave the matter to the
laity, nor the laity to the clergy. The Parliament must not leave the matter to the
country, nor the country to the Parliament. The rich must not leave the matter to
the poor, nor the poor to the rich. We must all work. Every living soul has a sphere
of influence. Let him see to it that he fills it. Every living soul can throw some
weight into the scale of the GospeL Let him see to it that he casts it in. Let every
one know his own individual responsibility in this matter; and all, by God's help,
will be well.

If we would hold fast that which is good, we must never tolerate or
countenance any doctrine which is not the pure doctrine of Christ's GospeL There
is a hatred which is downright charity - that is the hatred of erroneous doctrine.
There is an intolerance which is downright praiseworthy - that is the intolerance
of false teaching in the pulpit. Who would ever think of tolerating a little poison
given to him day by day? If men come among you who do not preach "all the
counsel of God", who do not preach of Christ, and sin, and holiness, of ruin, and
redemption, and regeneration; and do not preach of these things in a scriptural
way, you ought to cease to hear them. You ought to act upon the injunction given
by the Holy Ghost in the Old Testament: "Cease, my son, to hear the instruction
which cauJeS to err from the words of knowledge" (Proverbs 19:27). You ought
to carry opt the spirit shown by the Apostle Paul, in Ga1atians 1:8: "Though we,
or an angel from heaven preach any other doctrine unto you than that which we
have preached, let him be accursed." If we can bear to hear Christ's truth mangled
or adulterated - and can see no harm in listening to that which is another Gospel
- and can sit at ease while sham Christianity is poured into our ears - and can go
home comfortably afterwards, and not burn with holy indignation - if this be the
case, there is little chance of our ever doing much to resist Rome. If we are
content to hear Jesus Christ not put in His rightful place, we are not men and
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women who are likely to do Christ much service, or fight a good fight on His side.
He that is not zealous against error, is not likely to he zealous for truth.

If we would hold fast the truth, we must be ready to unite with all who hold the
truth, and love the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. We must he ready to lay aside
all minor questions as things of subordinate importance. Establishment or no
establishment, liturgy or no liturgy - surplice or no surplice - bishops or
presbyters - all these points of difference however important they may be in their
place and in their proportion - all ought to be regarded as subordinate questions.
I ask no man to give up his private opinions about them. I wish no man to do
violence to his conscience. All I say is, that these questions are wood, hay, and
stubble, when the very foundations of the faith are in danger. The Philistines are
upon us. Can we make common cause against them, or can we not? This is the
one point for our consideration. Surely it is not right to say that we expect to spend
eternity with men in heaven, and yet cannot work for a few years with them in
this world. It is nonsense to talk of alliance and union, if in a day like this there
is to be no co-operation, The presence of a common foe ought to sink minor
differences. We must hold together. Depend upon it, all Protestants must hold
together, if they mean to "hold fast that which is good."

Some men may say, "This is very troublesome". Some may say, "Why not
sit still and be quiet?". Some may say, "Oh, that horrid controversy! What need
is there for all this trouble? Why should we care so much about these points of
difference?" I ask, what good thing was ever got or ever kept without trouble?
Gold does not lie in English cornfields, but at the bottom of Californian
rivers. Pearls do not grow in English hedges, but deep down in Indian seas.
Difficulties are never overcome without struggles. Mountains are seldom
climbed without fatigue. Oceans are not crossed without tossings on the waves.
Peace is seldom obtained without war. And Christ's truth is seldom made a
nation's property, and kept a nation's property, without pains, without struggles,
and without trouble.

Let the man who talks of "trouble" tell me where we should be at this day if
our forefathers had not taken some trouble? Where would be the Gospel of
England if martyrs had not given their bodies to be burned? Who shall estimate
our debt to Cranrner, Latirner, Hooper, Ridley and Taylor, and their brethren?
They held fast that which is good. They would not give up one jot. They counted
not their lives dear for the Gospel's sake. They laboured, and they travailed, and
we have entered into their labours. Shame upon us if we will not take a little
trouble to keep with us what they so nobly won! Trouble or no trouble - pains or
no pains - controversy, or no controversy - one thing is very sure: that nothing
but Christ's Gospel will ever do good to our own souls. Nothing else will maintain
our Churches. Nothing else will ever bring down God's blessing upon our land.
If, therefore, we love our own souls, or if we love our country's prosperity, or if
we love to keep our Churches standing, we must remember the Apostles words,
and "hold fast" firmly the Gospel, and refuse to let it go.
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And now, reader, I have set before you two things. One is the right, the duty,
and necessity of private judgment. The other is the duty and necessity of keeping
riI'm hold upon truth. It only remains for me to apply these things to your own
individual conscience by a few concluding words.

For one thing, if it be your duty to "prove all things", let me beseech and exhort
you to arm yourself with a thorough knowledge of the written Word of God. Read
your Bible regularly. Become familiar with your Bible. Prove all religious truth
when it is brought before you by the Bible. A little knowledge of the Bible will
not suffice. Depend upon it, a man must know his Bible well if he is to prove
religious teachings by it; and he must read it regularly if he would know it well.
There is no royal road to a knowledge of the Bible. There must be reading daily,
regular reading of the Book, or the Book will not be known. As one said quaintly,
but most truly, "Justification may be by faith, but a knowledge of the Bible comes
only by works". The devil can quote Scripture. He could go to our Lord and quote
Scripture when he wished to tempt Him. A man must be able to say, from his
knowledge of Scripture, when he hears Scripture falsely quoted, "Thus it is
written again", lest he be deceived. Neglect your Bible, and nothing that I know
of can prevent your becoming a Roman Catholic, an Arminian, a Socinian, a Jew,
or a Turk, if a plausible advocate of any of these false systems shall happen to
meet you.

For another thing, if it be right to "prove all things," take care to try every
Roman Catholic doctrine, by whomsoever put forward, by the written Word of
God. Believe nothing, however speciously advanced - believe nothing, with
whatever weight of authority brought forward - believe nothing, though
supported by all the Fathers - believe nothing, except it can be proved to you out
of Scripture. That alone is infallible. That alone is light. That alone is God's
measure of truth and falsehood. "Let God be true, and every man a liar." The New
Zealanders' answer to the Romish priests who went among them is an answer
!lever to be forgotten. They heard these priests urge upon them the worship of the
Virgin Mary. They heard them recommend them to pray to saints. They heard
them advocate the use of images. They heard them speak of the authority of the
Church of Rome, the supremacy of the Pope, the antiquity of the Romish
communion. They knew the Bible, and they heard all this calmly, and gave one
simple but memorable answer: "It cannot be true, because it is not in the Book."
;\ 11 the learning in the world could never have supplied a better answer than that.
Latimer, or Knox, or Owen, could never have made a more crushing reply. Let
this be our rule when we are attacked by Romanists; let us hold fast the sword of
the Spirit, and say in reply to all their arguments, "It cannot be true, because it is
!lol in the Book".

Last of all, if it be right to "hold fast that which is good", let us make sure that
we have each laid hold personally upon Christ's truth for ourselves. Reader, it will
!lot save you and me to know all controversies, and to be able to detect everything
which is false. Head knowledge will never bring you and me to heaven. It will not
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errors of Popes' Bulls, or Pastoral Letters. Let us see that we each lay hold upon
Jesus Christ for ourselves, by our own personal faith.

Let us see to it that we each flee for refuge, and lay hold upon the hope set
before us in His glorious Gospel. Let us do this, and all shall be well with us,
whatever else may go ill. Let us do this, and then all things are ours. The Church
may fall. The State may go to ruin. The foundations of all establishments may be
shaken. The enemies of truth may for a season prevail. But as for us, all shall be
well. We shall have in this world peace, and, in the world which is to come life
everlasting, for we shall have Christ, and having Him, we have all. This is real
good, lasting good - good in sickness, good in health, good in life, good in death,
good in time, and good in eternity.

All other things are but uncertain. They all wear out. They fade. They droop.
They wither. They decay. The longer we have them the more worthless we find
them, and the more satisfied we become that everything here below is "vanity and
vexation of spirit". But as for hope in Christ, that is always good. The longer we
use it the better it seems. The more we wear it in our hearts the brighter it will
look. It is good when we first have it. It is better far when we grow older. [t is
better still in the day of tIial, and the hour of death. And best of all, depend upon
it, will it prove in the day of judgment.

Reader, if you have not yet laid hold on this hope in Christ, seek it at once. Call
on the Lord Jesus to give it to you. Give Him no rest till you know and feel that
you are His.

If you have laid hold on this hope, hold it fast. Prize it highly, for it will stand
by you when everything else fails.

---e---

• A TWOFOLD TESTIMONY •

F. J. HARRI S

"The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his
handywork. Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night sheweth

knowledge. There is no speech nor language, where their voice is not heard. ...
The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul" (Psalm 119:1-3, 7)

THE psalm quoted above proclaims a twofold testimony to the being of God - the
witness of creation and the witness of the Word of God. The witness of creation
is universal, but sadly the witness of the Word, though nearly two thousand years
have passed since our Lord Jesus Christ, the Head of the church, gave His great
commission, has still only reached a part of the world. Let us consider these two
truths and our responsibility in the light of them.
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Firstly, the witness of creation to the being of God is universal. Th'ere is no
place on earth where the mark of God's handiwork is not seen; no place where His
footprints cannot be discerned. Such universal testimony is witnessed to by many
of the biblical writers apart from the psalmist, the apostle Paul impressing upon
LIS the responsibility which this brings upon all men. He wrote, "The invisible
things of Him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood
by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead; so that they are
without excuse" (Romans 1:20).

Such witness is not only universal but unchanging and ever present. During the
French Revolution one of the leaders said to a pastor, "We will pull down all your
churches and silence all you preachers", to which the good man replied, "You
cannot pull down the stars".

Another unbeliever was once silenced by the testimony of creation when he
scornfully asked, "Where is your God? Show Him to me that I may see Him."
"I cannot show Him to you," was the reply, "but I can show you one of His
messengers", and he was taken outside where the sun was shining in all its
splendour. "Look at the sun," he was told. "I cannot," was his reply. "Then do you
expect to be able to behold Him who created the heaven and the earth?"

Truly this universal witness leaves without excuse those who do not believe.
Such wilfully hold the truth in unrighteousness (literally "hold down" or
"suppress the truth" - Romans 1: 18). A tragic example of this is seen in Bertrand
Russell, a man of great intellect, who resisted the witness of creation as he himself
acknowledged. Towards the end of his life he said, "When I see the sun setting
over the sea I have to suppress a ridiculous urge to believe". There is wilful, blind
atheism; there is a man not only going against the witness of creation but resisting
the testimony of his own conscience.

The heavenly witnesses, though silent, powerfully proclaim the existence of
their Creator. In Joseph Addison's noble lines:

"In reason's ear they all rejoice,
And utter forth a glorious voice,
For ever singing, as they shine,
The hand that made us is Divine."

Yet powerful as such witness is, it is inadequate to impart saving knowledge to
man. Something more is needed and the psalmist writes next of that. There is
another witness, brought into being by the same divine power that created the
worlds, but superior in that it reveals the truth which brings salvation. This
witness is the Word of God, our blessed Bible, given by inspiration of God,
inerrant and wholly sufficient to show man both his need and God's gracious
remedy for that need in the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Yet though this "law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul", it is sadly true
that its testimony, unlike that of creation, is not universal. Although the Bible, or
part of it, has been translated into almost every known tongue, there are still many
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groups of people who have no part of the Word of God in their own language. It
is estimated that almost half of the world's population has never heard the Gospel
of redeeming grace.

We are faced then with this solemn fact. The witness of creation, which leaves
men without excuse but which cannot save, is universal: the testimony of
scripture, which is sufficient "to make men wise unto salvation" is far from
universal. Not only in those patts of the world where false religion holds sway;
not only in remote areas where primitive peoples live in fear and superstition and
worship spirits; not only in such places, but in the heart of western civilisation
there are still many who have no Bible or, if they possess a copy, are altogether
ignorant of its contents. And that is true not only of those whom some would think
of as the ignorant masses who live in urban jungles but also among the best
educated people in the land. Have we not often heard, in some quiz game, those
who have displayed remarkable general knowledge showing almost complete
ignorance of elementary Bible truths which many a Sunday School child knows?

What is to be done? Clearly, a great responsibility is laid upon the church 
the true church of Jesus Christ. The Roman Catholic church does not hold the
truth and makes no attempt to reach the people with the message it does believe.
So it is with the many liberal churches of the land. Thcy havc no vital belief,
they have long since discarded the Gospel and the multitudes that live around
them live and die without ever having heard the Gospel. Often the only message
displayed outside such churches is an advertisement for a sale of work, a whist
drive, a jumble sale or perhaps a pantomime. Others are involved in various
kinds of social work which, though useful and praiseworthy, is not the main
function of the church.

The burden therefore rests squarely, if not fairly, upon evangelical churches,
often so despised by others. By "evangelical" I do not mean what the media so
often represent as evangelicalism - groups whose worship often consists of much
singing with various orchestral groups accompanied by swaying and
handclapping. I rather mean those churches which treasure the "evangel" - the
Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ - that old fashioned message of ruin by the fall,
redemption by the blood and regeneration by the Spirit. That is the only message
which brings salvation to men and women, the only message which God has ever
seen fit to use and bless in seasons of revival.

This great message is contained in the Bible of which there is such ignorance.
We must seek to carry its saving message to those around us. A colleague and
myself have distributed many portions of Scripture in over twenty foreign
languages in the past two years, but comparatively few in English. Yet there is a
great need to spread the Word of God among our fellow countrymen. Scripture
portions and gospels are available for distribution from a number of societies
such as the Trinitarian Bible Society and Scripture Gift Mission. Have you ever
considered sending a gospel to a friend or contact? Of course more needs to
be done for "the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God for



The Gospel Magazine 99

they are foolishness to him" Cl Corinthians 2: 14). The Ethiopian eunuch, of whom
we read in Acts 8, was reading the Scriptures when Philip asked him
"Understandest thou what thou readest?" and replied "How can I except some
man guide me?". If we have opportunity we must seek to explain the Scriptures
and we need, therefore, to know the Scriptures and again I make a plea for a clear
understanding of Gospel truth and for the memorisation of relevant Scripture
verses. Above all we must pray that "The entrance of God's word will give light";
that it will be "A lamp unto the feet and a light unto the path" of many sinners
(Psalm 119:130 and 105).

Creation tells all mankind there is a God. Scripture tells what He is like and
what He has done. God has made the witness of creation universal. To us He has
committed the sacred task of making the Gospel known to every creature. Let us
not be found wanting.

---e---

• STUDIES IN EZEKIEL •

P. KING (Hailsham)

Chapter 2

HOW SHALL THEY PREACH, EXCEPT THEY BE SENT?

ALL true preachers of the Gospel are first called, and then sent to a people by
God. If a person takes it upon himself to preach he cannot expect fruit from his
work. As God saw Israel's need, so the Church should look for those the Lord has
equipped for this service.

1. Listen to God. The laid back attitude of today is clearly condemned, for God
told Ezekiel to "stand up". Indeed, the Spirit forced him to do so! Such was the
power in the call to preach, the young prophet had no choice but to obey.

2. Go to the people. How anogant of some who attempt to advance their
"preaching career" by looking for a church to pastor. "I send thee ... " God said
(0 Ezekiel. It was not a matter of where shall I go, with a number of options
;\ vailable.

3. This is what they are like. Who would have chosen to go to such a group
of people as the exiled Jews? Disobedient in Jerusalem they are now stubborn in
exile, and rebellion is in the air as they try to survive in a foreign land. They
wanted to go back home, but Ezekiel had another message for them.

4. They are not going to welcome you, Ezekiel! How many pastors go to
l'lllIrches where it is clear tht people are not united in their welcome. It would be
loolish in the extreme, yet bzekiel goes to his own people, who are in deep need,
knowing it will be a path of briars, thorns and scorpions - very difficult. Their
I:lees would show their displeasure as they turned away from the young preacher.
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5. Don't be afraid. Be strong, preacher; do not be afraid of the people's
reaction to the message you take to them. Speak Mr words whether they will
listen or not, for I am giving you strength to do My work. Prepare yourself for a
difficult time; take a book - (eat) the message -lamentation, mourning and woe!
What a start to a man's ministry!

Lessons for our day
(a) Jesus came to His own people and they didn't want to know. Was there

sorrow greater than this? Take courage Christian.
(b) The preacher must set a good example to the people by his enthusiasm.

Ezekiel stood up!
(c) He must preach the Word of God, avoiding opinions and speculation.
(d) Ezekiel spoke what God told him, and the Christian preacher must teach

what the Bible says at that place in the Bible, and in that context!
(e) The prophet Jeremiah was told to "Be not afraid of their faces" (Jeremiah

1:8).

Preaching is a gift given by God and all those who are so called are accountable
to God. Paul told Timothy to "Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season;
reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine". The theme of all
preaching should be Christ, as Ezekiel told the people about God, not his own
ideas for them in Babylon. Paul told the Corinthian church: "For we preach not
ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your servants for Jesus' sake."
God told Israel: "I will give you pastors according to mine heart, which shall feed
you with knowledge and understanding."

For we do not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord

• EXPOSTULATION •

Part 11

WILLlAM COWPER

Ask now of history's authentic page,
And call up evidence from every age;
Display with busy and laborious hand
The blessings of the most indebted land;
What nation will you find, whose annals prove
So rich an interest in Almighty love?
Where dwell they now, where dwelt in ancient day

---- 1
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A people planted, water'd, blest, as they?
Let Egypt's plagues and Canaan's woes proclaim
The favours pour'd upon the Jewish name;
Their freedom purchased for them at the cost
Of all their hard oppressors valued most:
Their title to a country not their own
Made sure by prodigies till then unknown;
For them the states they left made waste and void;
For them the states to which they went destroy'd,
A cloud to measure out their march by day,
By night a fire to cheer the gloomy way;
That moving signal summoning, when best,
Their host to move, and, when it stay'd, to rest.
For them the rocks dissolved into a flood,
The dews condensed into angelic food,
Their very garments sacred, old yet new,
And Time forbid to touch them as he flew;
Streams, swell'd above the bank, enjoin'd to stand
While they pass' d through to their appointed land;
Their leader arm'd with meekness, zeal, and love,
And graced with clear credentials from above;
Themselves secured beneath the Almighty wing;
Their God their captain, lawgiver, and king;
Crown'd with a thousand victories, and at last
Lords of the conquer'd soil, there rooted fast,
In peace possessing what they won by war,
Their name far publish'd, and revered as far;
Where will you find a race like theirs, endow'd
With all that man e'er wish'd, or heaven bestow'd?

They, and they only, amongst all mankind,
Received the transcript of the Eternal Mind;
Were trusted with his own engraven laws,
And constituted guardians of his cause,
Theirs were the prophets, theirs the priestly call,
And theirs by birth the Saviour of us all.
In vain the nations, that had seen them rise
With fierce and envious, yet admiring, eyes,
Had sought to crush them, guarded as they were
By power divine and skill that could not err.
Had they maintain' d allegiance firm and sure,
And kept the faith immaculate and pure,
Then the proud eagles of all-conquering Rome

101
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Had found one city not to be o'ercome;
And the twelve standards of the tribes unfurl'd
Had bid defiance to the warring world.
But grace abused brings forth the foulest deeds,
As richest soil the most luxuriant weeds.
Cured of the golden calves, their fathers' sin,
They set up self, that idol god within;
View'd a Deliverer with disdain and hate,
Who left them still a tributary state;
Seized fast his hand, held out to set them free
From a worse yoke, and nail' d it to the tree:
There was the consummation and the crown,
The flower of Israel's infamy full blown;
Thence date their sad declension, and their fall,
Their woes, not yet repeal'd, thence date them all.

Thus fell the best instructed in her day,
And the most favour'd land, look where we may.
Philosophy indeed on Grecian eyes
Had pour'd the day, and clear'd the Roman skies;
In other climes perhaps creative art,
With power surpassing theirs, perform' d her part,
Might give more life to marble, or might fill
The glowing tablets with a juster skill,
Might shine in fable, and grace idle themes
With all the embroidery of poetic dreams;
'Twas theirs alone to dive into the plan
That truth and mercy had reveal'd to man;
And, while the world beside, that plan unknown, .
Deified useless wood or senseless stone,
They breathed in faith their well-directed prayers,
And the true God, the God of truth, was theirs.

Their glory faded, and their race dispersed,
The last of nations now, though once the first,
They warn and teach the proudest, would they learn,
Keep wisdom, or meet vengeance in your turn:
If we escaped not, if Heaven spared not us,
Peel'd, scatter'd, and exterminated thus;
If vice received her retribution due,
When we were visited, what hope for you?
When God arises with an awful frown,
To punish lust, or pluck presumption down;
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When gifts perverted, or not duly prized,
Pleasure 0' ervalued, and his grace despised,
Provoke the vengeance of his righteous hand,
To pour down wrath upon a thankless land:
He will be found impartially severe,
Too just to wink, or speak the guilty clear.

Oh Israel, of all nations most undone,
Thy diadem displaced, thy sceptre gone;
Thy temple, once thy glory, fallen and razed,
And thou a worshipper e'en where thou mayst,
Thy services, once holy without spot,
Mere shadows now, their ancient pomp forgot;
Thy Levites, once a consecrated host,
No longer Levites, and their lineage lost,
And thou thyself o'er every country sown,
With none on earth that thou canst call thine own;
Cry aloud, thou that sittest in the dust,
Cry to the proud, the cruel, and unjust;
Knock at the gates of nations, rouse their fears;
Say wrath is coming, and the storm appears;
But raise the shrillest cry in British ears.

• To BE CONTINUED •

---e---

• BOOK REVIEWS •
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Editors Note: We live, regretfully, in a day when most evangelica/s have abandoned the Authorised
(King James) Version of the Bible. Rather, therefore, than ceasing to review most books, we try to warn
readers by stating if the book uses another version of the Bible.The position of the Gospel Magazine
remains true to the AV as the best text and translation, In beautiful and formative E.ngllsh. That we
name another translation does not mean we endorse It.

Fire on the Altar. Noel Gibbard. Bryntirion Press. pp. 244, paperback. Price on application.
ISBN I 85049 21 I 5.

This book will prove exceptionally interesting to those who like to study the history of "religious
revivals"and, in this particular case, the intricacies of the Welsh Revival of the early 20th century. It
IS a very thorough work; the author has painted a detailed and "large canvas" and gives us a picture
which is well worth looking at, even by those of us who are notWelsh! There is no doubt that these
were extraordinary times in Wales. Well known evangelists such as General Booth of the Salvation
Army and D. L. Moody are shown as contributing to the amazing and sudden conversions that took
place. The causes, however, are given less investigation. We are given instances of the excesses of
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D.L.j.

earlier years, and of how such as Samuel Rowland, Howel Harris and William Williams fit into the
general picture.Comparisons are made with the revivals that took place in the Southern States of
America at an earlier period.

The author is successful in maintaining a balanced view throughout. Parallels are drawn between
the ecstatic events at that time and the "signs and wonders" of today (the "Toronto" excesses!).
We are given insights into the early Keswick Meetings and the involvement of A. T. Pierson, Mrs.
Penn-Lewis and D. Wynne Evans. Brief mention is given of Reader Harris, and George jeffreys's
connection with British Israelism. This book is well produced, has copious notes and an index and
is highly recommended.

JUdges: The Guide Old Testament Series. Peter Bloomfield. Evangelical Press. pp. 256,
paperback. £8.00. ISBN 0 85234 571 2.

Judges is the latest in The Guide series which is linked to its own website where questions can be
asked and answered. This volume is not a commentary in the accepted sense, nor a mere rehashing
of a large slice of Israel's history - some 350 years - because throughout the emphasis is on
practical lessons for godly living that a modern Christian can learn from the lives of the different
judges. The author confronts the reader with present day problems that have their parallel in the
biblical Book of judges, e.g: the (mis)use of money by the World Council of Churches Oudges 9:4);
homosexuality Oudges 19:22); church discipline and legalism - using the Law to avoid the Law.

A very useful book for countering much unbiblical criticism of men (and a woman) raised up by
God to save His people from the consequences of their sins. G.F.H.H.

A Cup of Cold Water. julia jones. Day One Publications. pp. 64, paperback. £3.00. ISBN
I 84625 020 X.

This booklet deals with the subject of hospitality, as being a necessary (but neglected) part of the
Christian life. The writer considers this from several aspects, and gives various examples, including
some from Scripture. Undeniably, there will be "hurdles to jump over" and advice is given for their
removal.

Hospitality is a showing forth of our love and concern, and, furthermore, we may be "entertaining
angels unawares" (Hebrews 13: 1-2). However, your reviewer considers that many of the problems
dealt with could be solved by the exercise of common sense. There is much repetition over its
64 pages. The quotations are from the NIY. D.L.j.

A Muslim's Pocket Guide to Christianity. Malcolm Steer. Christian Focus. pp. 62,
paperback. £2.99. ISBN I 84550 107 I.

This helpful pocketbook should prove useful. It is well written and explains in easy to understand
words the "reason why".The main doctrines of Christianity are clearly set out, and it is unlikely that
offence will be caused by its being offered to enquirers. There is a tendency to Arminianism but, it
is felt, that this will not affect the usefulness of this little publication. D.L.j.

Hlmalayan Adventures. Penny Reeve. Christian Focus. pp. 96, paperback. £4.99. ISBN
I 84550 080 6.

Penny Reeve, an Australian, lives in Nepal and serves with International Nepal Fellowship,
supporting health and community development work amongst the Chepang people. In this book,
which is sprinkled with line drawings, she has gathered a number of stories of life in Nepal showing
how God works in people's lives. In each of the fourteen short chapters she recounts an incident
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or experience, from which she illustrates a biblical principle or draws out a spiritual application.
A glossary of unfamiliar words, and a quiz, with answers, completes the book, which is written for
children in the 8-12-year-old age group.

Though one or two words and phrases might be more suitably expressed, this is an attractive
little book which will both arouse an interest in life in Nepal and also furnish spiritual instruction.
An outline map of the country would have been a useful addition. J.W

He is No Fool - Jim Elliot. Irene Howat. Christian Focus. pp. 153, paperback, £4.99. ISBN
I 84550 064 4.

The martyrdom of five young American missionaries in Ecuador early in 1956 made news headlines
round the world, and the subsequent conversion of many of the Auca (Waorani) Indians to whom
hey had gone thrilled Christians everywhere. This biography of Jim Elliot, one of the five, much of

It written in conversational style rather than narrative, tells of his childhood in Oregon in the years
before the Second World War, his studies at Wheaton College, and his call to, and work on, the
mission field, culminating in his death. A summary of subsequent work amongst the Waorani is
added, together with information and maps about Ecuador itself.

Though written for children aged between 7 and 12 years old, it would seem to be more suitable
for those at the upper end of that age-range. J.W

For the Love of India - The Story of Henry Martyn. Jim Cromarty. Evangelical
Press, pp. 384, paperback, £9.95. ISBN 085234 598 4.

Jlrn Cromarty is no stranger to biographical writing, for he has previously written on John G. Paton,
Martin Luther, and Hudson Taylor. Here he writes of a young man who undertook missionary work
In India, Persia and the Middle East in the early 19th century. Henry Martyn was from Cornwall, his
father having been a member of Samuel Walker's church in Truro. After a local education, Henry
went to Cambridge where he became a curate of the Rev. Charles Simeon at Holy Trinity Church
In the city. He was subsequently appointed a chaplain to the East India Company and was sent out
to India to minister to the staff of the Company there. However he was much more concerned for
the people of India itself and became a missionary both to them and to the peoples of Persia. He
translated the New Testament into Hindustani, Arabic and Persian as well as opening a number of
schools. Never enjoying good health, Martyn succumbed to the effects of tuberculosis at the early
age of thirty-one.

As usual, the author has thoroughly researched his subject, and he provides a detailed and
fascinating account of the life of a man who dedicated his life to serving God and making known
Jesus Christ. The book is peppered with illustrations and maps, and one of Martyn's sermons is
Included as an appendix. This is a heart-warming account of missionary labour in a lonely and, at
times, hostile environment, and is warmly recommended. J.W.

God's Little People - the Apostles of Jesus. Brian H. Edwards. Day One. pp. 128,
paperback. £5.00. ISBN I 903087 94 5.

Why does the author call the apostles "God's little people"? Because, apart from Peter and John,
the Bible tells us very little about them. Only Peter, John and James appear in the Acts of the
Apostles.We know nothing about James, son ofAlphaeus, and Judas Thaddaeus, son of James, except
that they are included in the list of Apostles. However, "if we believe that the Holy Spirit has
arefully selected the information we are given, then it is not impossible to make some significant

Judgements about the character of each of the apostles, without resorting to wild speculation".
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S.K.E.

Commenting on the James and Judas, mentioned above, Edwards comments: "Across two
thousand years of the story of the church, so much has been achieved for the sake of the gospel
by the little people, who, though well known in their day, have slipped from this world with barely
a visible legacy to record. Yet in reality they have done so much to fulfil the Master's plan for the
kingdom of God." The final chapter, number thirteen, focuses on Matthias, God's replacement for
Judas Iscariot.The reviewer enjoyed reading this book, based on the NIV, and would recommend it
to our readers.

Portraits of Faith. Joel Beeke. Bryntirion Press. pp. 104, paperback. £4.65. ISBN I 85049 202 6.

You might well pass over this little volume of four addresses given in 2003 at the Evangelical
Movement ofWales Conference, but you will miss out.The studies on Adam and Eve, the Shunamite
woman, the Canaanite woman and Caleb are not only full of scriptural truth but full of very
practical application for all age groups.They serve also as a very helpful resource for individual talks
or group studies. Quotations are from the AY. R.S.

God's Little People. Brian H. Edwards. Day One. pp. 120, paperback. £5. ISBN I 84625 025 O.

The third title in a series, this little volume gives us studies all about women of the Bible: Hannah,
Abigail, the widow of Zarephath, Naaman's servant girl, Martha and Mary, Mary Magdalene, Lydia,
Lois and Eunice, and Phoebe.

If the two previous volumes are as good as this one, here is a truly excellent series. Not only is
each study full of biblical teaching, but the applications are made in plain everyday language in a style
that should speak to anyone. The studies about these ladies have so much to teach us. Most
quotations are from the NIY. R.S.

Let's Study 2 Peter and Jude. Mark G Johnston. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 126,
paperback. £6.75. ISBN 085151 917 2.

This book, one of the Let's Study series, clearly explains two difficult, and mostly neglected, New
Testament letters. Each of the sixteen chapters (eleven on 2nd Peter and five on Jude) of six or
seven pages are suitable for daily readings (or smaller sections of each chapter if time is limited).
The author, who uses the English Standard Version, includes questions for group study and
suggestions for further reading. Both letters warn against false teachers and call us to prepare for
Christ's second coming. Meanwhile, we must grow in grace, stand firm for what we believe,
encourage one another as we pray and keep ourselves in God's love. We rest on God who gives
safety in the present and joy in the future Uude 24).We learn from 2 Peter and Jude that "the issues
our Christian forbears had to face are little different from the ones we face in the 21 st century".

Mark Johnston is pastor of Grove Chapel, Camberwell, London, and the author of several books
including, Let's Study John. S.K.E.

The Loveliness of Christ. Samuel Rutherford. The Banner ofTruth Trust. pp. 208, paperback.
£10.00.

The Foreword, by Sinclair Ferguson, states: "A hundred years ago H. G. C. Moule, the Anglican
bishop of Durham, said in his simple but elegant commendation of The Loveliness of Christ that it
was 'a small casket stored with many jewels ... nothing is more needed in our day in the Christian
church than a larger sight by faith of "the King in his beauty". We hear much of many things, but
little of Him':' In the Introduction (1909), Ellen Lister provides a brief though interesting account
of the life of the author.
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Many words of wisdom and comfort are found here:"Ye may ebb and flow, rise and fall, wax and
wane; but your Lord is this day as he was yesterday; and it is your comfort that your salvation is
not rolled upon wheels of your own making, neither have ye to do with a Christ of your own
shaping". "The floods may swell and roar, but our ark shall swim above the waters; it cannot sink,
because a Saviour is in it".This little book (it measures approx. 6 x 4 ins.) has print of a good size,
and is bound most attractively. D.L.J.

Sketches From Church History. Student Workbook. Rebecca Frawley.The Banner
of Truth Trust. pp. 122, paperback. £5.50. ISBN 0 85151 952 O.

Sketches for Church History, by S. M. Houghton, has been a well received volume since it was first
printed in I980.This companion work, designed as a semester of 18 weeks, is helpful to consolidate
the history, with model answers at various points in the course. It contains a variety of teaching
methods, such as crossword puzzles and identification maps, time lines and multiple choice
questions.

Being spiral bound makes it easy to use, and it is well presented throughout, although a little
colour might add to its appeal. As a guide to the development of church history it revives a
knowledge of our roots, sadly neglected in churches today. P.S.K.

The Life and Times of George Whitefield. Robert Philip.The Banner ofTruth Trust. pp.
588, paperback. £ I0.00. ISBN 978 0 85 15 I 960 9.

The Banner ofTruth has done a real service in republishing Philip's biography of Whitefield. Here is
a man who "changed the life of nations", whose extraordinary vigour preaching long sermons two
or three times each day - enabled him to reach many in Britain and America, who founded churches
and an orphanage and who battled on amid opposition, often violent. Opposition even came from
within the evangelical church - from the Wesleys, from the Scottish"Succession".

Philip shows Whitefield's faults as well as his virtues; he bought slaves for his orphanage in
Georgia and his doctrine of predestination was not quite correct. Yet Whitefield comes to life as
an ordinary man on fire for his Saviour and burdened for the people around. Indeed, the book
breathes the fire of the 18th century Evangelical Revival.

Much of the book is from Whitefield's own writing - sermons, letters and even his will, and these
are very interesting parts. The book is well presented, clear to read, accurately printed and well
worthwhile, particularly for those who want to be inspired to bring souls to Christ. GD.M.

The Parables of Jesus. Terry Johnson. Christian Focus Publications. pp. 438, paperback.
£..10.99. ISBN I 84550 292 2.

Many books have been published on the parables ofJesus, but this one classifies them in a distinctive
way: "Entering God's kingdom"; "Growing in God's kingdom"; "Living in God's kingdom"; and
"Finishing in God's kingdom". In short, it tells of the Christian life and how to live it. Of course, as
the author acknowledges, the boundaries of the parables cannot be rigid, nor does he try to make
them so. Unless otherwise indicated, the Scripture quotations come from the New American
Standard Bible 1977 (NASB); though others are quoted, including the King James' Version.

Having set out the format, the author considers each parable in turn, commencing each chapter
with the text from the NASB, followed by detailed discussion, with study questions at the end.The
book concludes not only with a subject index, but also with a Scripture index, running to six pages,
which is most helpful.

The sovereignty of God and the responsibility of man are carefully balanced. For example, in the
concluding comments about "The Wedding Feast", he says: "We are responsible. But God finally



108 The Gospel Magazine

Peter King, Secretory

chooses.... He knows who are His. Yet He invites us all. He requires of us all that we come
intending to honour the Son.AII who will do so are guaranteed a place at the table ..... (p.68).

Some of the expressions and illustrations in this book reflect the fact that it is of American origin;
but this did not prevent this reviewer from finding much in it that is thought-provoking. Although
references to the Authorised Version are preferred, this book is. nevertheless, well worth reading.

P.C.M.

Henry BUllinger: Shepherd of the Churches. George M. Ella. Go Publications. pp. 496,
hardback. £26.95. ISBN 978 095486 243 5.

This is the first biography of Henry Bullinger to appear in the English Language and as such is
set to become the standard biography of this Protestant Reformer. Bullinger is only remembered
today for his Decades, five volumes of ten sermons which were, in the 16th century required
reading for aspirants to the ministry of the Church. These sermons were last published in the
United Kingdom as part of the Parker Society series. (They have recently been republished in
the USA.)

As we have come to expect from the pen of George Ella, this book does not follow the accepted
interpretation of church history. It is Ella's view that Bullinger (and Bucer) was a greater leader of
the Reformation than Calvin, having come to a knowledge of the doctrines of grace long before
John Calvin wrote of and preached those doctrines. BUllinger was convinced of Reformed doctrine
in the 1520s and preached and taught this for fifty years, forty of which he spent at Zurich, haVing
succeeded ZWingli as pastor of the church in that city. His literary output was phenomenal. His
correspondence and other writings exceeded those of Luther and Calvin combined. He wrote
a commentary on the Book of Revelation as well as his Decades. He was also a peacemaker in
the churches.

Has Ella rewritten history? Is he correct in his view? I am not sufficient a scholar to be able to
say. I can say that this book is well researched - there is a thirteen-page bibliography, and it is well
written. Dr. Ella has the advantage in his writing on the continental Reformers and Reformation that
few here in the UK have, namely that he has access to original documents which must give his
writing on these subjects some authority. I therefore recommend this book to the readers of the
Gospel Magazine. J.E.N.

Please obtain any books reviewed or advertised from your local Christian bookshop, as we
regretfully are not in 0 position to supply your requirements.

Matters to do with the contents of The Gospel Magazine should be sent to:
The Rt. Rev. fdward Malcolm, 15 Bridge Street, Knlghton, Powys L07 IBT.Tel. 01547 528815.

Only subscriptions and advertisements should be sent to the Secretary (details opposite). /

FROM THE SECRETARY'S DESK
Where subscriptions are due a reminder is enclosed and prompt payment is
appreciated. Cheques and Postal Orders must be made payable to "The Gospel Magazine" or
the bank will not accept them. Please do not mail cash.


