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"And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, Eli, Eli, lama
sabachthani? That is to say, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?"

(Matthew 27.46)

WHEN Matthew thought about the cross, one cry burned itself into his memory.
As a tax man on the trade route from Egypt to Damascus he had command of
several languages. That cry, remembered so vividly, was in two languages. Lama
sabachthani was Aramaic, the normal language Jesus spoke, but Eli, Eli was
Hebrew. Now that is remarkable, seeing Mark, who also only records one cry, has
it all in Aramaic, Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani? Why is this important?

Eli is the deepest cry ofagony wrung from any man in the Old Testament
Psalm 22: 1 in the original Hebrew is the deepest cry of agony by a man forsaken
of God, in the whole Old Testament, so our Lord uses it in His extremity. Eli is a
very rare form of "my God" out of the Greek Old Testament. Why does He do
this? In Judges 16:28 Sampson, blinded, brought out for sport by the Philistines,
in his agony prays, "0 Lord God, remember me, I pray thee, and strengthen me,
I pray thee, only this once 0 God". And the other place is Ezra confessing the sins
of his people, brought back from captivity by God, now behaving so badly that
Ezra, in agony implores God not to destroy them. He says in 9:6: "0 my God I
am ashamed, and blush to lift up my face to thee, my God: for our iniquities are
increased over our head, and our trespass is grown up unto the heavens."

Eli is only used in confession ofsin
Both times the words are confession of sin, Sampson, his own, Ezra, his people's.
Christ had no sin. Whose sin is He then confessing? Why, Matthew could see
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clearly, it was Matthew's sin that separated Jesus from His God. Jcsus n~v~r

sinned, so could not have confessed His own sin.

Eli is only used to implore God to overlook sin
Then what is he doing hanging there? He is in direct contact with the sins of
the whole world, He who is unutterably pure, upon His head is descending the
cesspit of the sins of the world. The land has been in darkness for three hours, as
He hangs there bearing our sin, separated from God. "Eli - my God" proves
Jesus a true man. He does not cry out in His nature as God, but in deepest agony
as a man.

Eli, Eli, expresses depths no mortal man can plumb
We can only bow our heads in reverence and confess it is an enigma. You know
what happened to Luther when he thought on these words? He sat still, hour aftcr
hour in his study, absorbed in them. Again and again attendants came in to him,
and they thought him perhaps dead. He moved not a muscle and neither al~ nor
drank, in a trance-like state, with his eyes open. After many hours so absorbi.'d, hc
stood up and was heard to say, "God forsaking God? No one can understand tlwl."

Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? Why is He forsaken ofGod?
This much we can understand, that the cry teaches Substitution - "Chrisl also lwth
once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us 10 (:od."
The: simplest can understand the Gospel. It requires neither brains nor long
explanations. That cry means that He was personally forsaken of God, 1'01 lie
cries "My God". It is wrung from Him, not by physical pain, excrucialing as tllal
was. He sees the whole panorama of sin and its ravages, all the suffering and paill
it has brought on man. He sees right into hell, eternal separation from God. lie
becomes separated from God. God "hath made him to be sin for us, who km,'w no
sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him". In thal cry is a
desertion we can never fully understand, but our sins fully deserve.

Eli, Eli - what does that terrible cry mean to ~e?

Believer, can you see that if He did that for me, then I owe Him my all. I muSl do
more for him, suffer more, sacrifice more, speak more boldly, love Him more.
Unbeliever, make sure this forsaking is not eternally true of you - cut off from
God,all hope, all light, gone forever. Make Him your Substitute.

CONGRATULATIONS to the Rev. Edgar Dowse, an occasional contributor to
the Gospel Magazine, on being the oldest person ever to gain a PhD, at the age
of 93! "What man is he that desireth life, and loveth many days, that he may
see good? Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from speaking guile. Dcpart
from evil and do good; seek peace, and pursue it" (Psalm 34.12-14).
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• LOYALTY COMMENDED •

A SERMON BY THE EDITOR

"Ye are they that have continued with me in my temptations" (Luke 22:28)

75

THE LORD here says His whole life on earth was one long temptation. The thing
that puts many people off being Christians is that the Christian life is temptation
all along, and these grow stronger and stronger. When our Lord was Himself
facing the worst temptation He ever faced, a cruel and horrible death next day,
He comforted His disciples. To think of others and forget Himself at such a
juncture - amazing!

Let us look at the timing of this encouragement. He says, "ye are thl(Y that have
continued with me in my temptations", then look on to verse 37, "for the things
concerning me have an end". And what He means is, I am about to die and leave
this earth for heaven, and you have continued with me right to the end. That is the
time all disciples specially need encouragement and comfort. Now the Lord Jesus
lives today in the Church of God. And when I talk to Christians I find that ~any
believe that things cannot go on long like they are, but that the Lord Jesus must
come back soon. So then, just as those disciples lived near the end of Jesus' life,
we cannot help feeling, rightly or wrongly - I have no means of knowing - that
we too live somewhere towards the end of the life of the Lord Jesus in His Body,
the Church on earth. We are like the disciples, we seem to be living at the end of
Christ's life on earth, though in a different sense. We are very conscious of failure,
and we need encouragement.

Again, look at the timing. In verse 15 our Lord says, "with desire I have desired
to eat this Passover with you before I suffer". Supposing we went to the greatest
occasion of a friend's life, say their wedding - and this was the great moment of
happiness of our Lord's life - and spoiled it by behaving badly. Then we would
do just what the disciples were doing at that moment. They had reverted to type,
and were at it again right in the middle of the Last Supper. Verse 24: "And there
was also a strife among them, which of them should be accounted the greatest."
They were worse than ever, for in Luke 9.46, "and there arose a reasoning among
them, which of them should be greatest". That time I suppose each put forward
his reasons why he should be the greatest. "I was the first to follow Him." "I have
done more miracles than all of you." "He took me with Him when He left all of
you outside." And so on. On that occasion our Lord took a little child and set him
in the midst and told them whoever would be greatest should be like that little one.
They had done it on another occasion in Mark 9:34. At least they were ashamed
that time when he asked them what they had been disputing about along the way.
Then in Matthew 18: 1 there is another account of the same contention arising. But
it was at its worst at the Last Supper. It got to striving, red faces, raised voices,
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fuelled by ambition and pride. What a disgraceful way to spoil our Lord's greally
looked forward to last meal and evening on earth.

Then look once more at the timing of this quarrel. Our Lord desired to say
something very important to them. This is where John chapters 14-16 fit in. He
was longing to explain to them how He would remain with them after He had left
them in body, spiritually, through the gift of the Holy Ghost, and how they must
abide in Him. They, however, were not in a fit state to listen. What filled their
minds was sordid ambition, which of them should be on His right hand and His
left. They were earthly minded just when He most needed them to be heavenly
minded and in tune with Him. They showed they had utterly failed to grasp
what He was about. They felt He should be a King like earthly ones. And - this
is usually our point as disciples - that we should be treated as becomes high
officials of the king, getting recognition and rewards, not suffering and shame.
What patience and forbearance the Lord shows towards His unsympathetic and
fleshly-minded children.

So He shows them the difference between His leadership and that or earthly
kings and Gentile rulers. He has just girded Himself with a towel and taken the
slave's position with a bowl of water, He has washed their feet, and ended by
saying, "I am among you as He that serveth". Thus having rebuked their amhil ion,
He takes pains not to leave them feeling crushed. How often I have seen the
widow after a funeral cry because of some little thing or other she said, or
something minor she did not do whilst the other was alive, and make it an ell'rnal
regret in her heart. To have left them with the abiding memory of His last words
as words of rebuke, would have weakened them for the extreme struggle ahead.

So He now encourages and comforts them.
First, He does not dwell on their failures. Having told them off, He leaves it

there. One,of the worst things in modern discipline and justice is that instead or
the old method of a sharp and memorable dealing with the sin, then forgetting (he
subject, the opposite happens. Meaning to be understanding and non-judgmental,
they draw out the process - even to years before it is finally laid to rest. See the
endless court delays. It can regularly take sev~ral years before a crime is rinally
dealt with. How much better the old-fashioned way of dealing with young men's
sins was than prison. Then see the way parents either fail to rebuke, or make it a
process rather than a short, sharp dealing with the child's misdemeanour. Would
they 'read the Bible and followed the Saviour's admirable way of dealing with
flagrant wrong doing. Today's parents and judges need to read Ecclesiastes 8:11:
"Because sentence against an evil work is not executed speedily, therefore the
heart of the sons of men is fully set in them to do evil." How foolish man's
wisdom is, how exalted the Saviour's.

Second, He commends their loyalty. The word continued has the idea of
remaining continuously with someone, standing by them through thick and thin.
He looks at their hanging heads and reminds them, in spite of this and their many
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other failures, they have been loyal- "Ye are they that have continued with me in
my temptations." And we too can take heart from those words. They are addressed
to us. The Lord commends loyalty. When in John 6:66, "many of his disciples
went back, and walked no more with him, Then said Jesus unto the twelve, Will
ye also go away? Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go?
Thou hast the words of eternal life." We live in an age when men generally are
characterised in 2 Timothy chapter 3 as traitors. We may have failed in much, but
loyalty is the one thing we have. I look at churches like the Copts in Egypt. They
lack much in pure doctrine, but through many centuries of great pressure to turn
Muslim, they have remained loyal to Christ. They are second class citizens, only
allowed to get a living off the rubbish heaps, denied education, their churches
pulled down in favour of mosques, and they themselves subject to persecution and
wrong treatment, yet they have not denied Christ.

Even when Peter did deny Him thrice, when taxed by Christ that morning by
Lake Galilee in the days following the resurrection, Peter could still say, "Thou
knowest that I love thee", when he had no excuse to offer for his behaviour.

Third, Christ acts towards them just as His Father did to Him. How? By giving
them a throne. He fulfils their desires in a way they could not conceive. Do they
want pre-eminence in the Kingdom of God? They shall have it, but in a rimch
higher form than they could imagine. Invitations to sit at the tables of earthly
monarchs are nothing, they shall sit and eat and drink "at my table in my
kingdom". Matthew 19:28 puts it "in the regeneration". What does He mean? It
means when He makes all things new. Some say that it means the Gospel
preached by the Apostles shall be the rule on the Judgment Day. It clearly means
more than that, for they will sit with Abraham and Isaac, whilst the children of the
kingdom are cast out. Why? Because they believed when Israel remained
unbelieving. And, they will sit with Christ, as Matthew 19:28 makes plain,
judging on the Judgment Day. Others take it they will govern restored Israel on
earth. Take it as you will, they are to receive great glory above all Christians, and
they will be honoured. The reason is plain - "ye have continued with me in my
temptations." The word "temptations" can be used of trials, the idea is dangers,
the things that came upon Christ. We share those dangers. Life for the true
follower of Christ is a continuous and a growing temptation, a deepening trial, and
ever-present danger. It is our glory that we continue.

Christians in every age thus resemble the Apostles, as they in turn resemble
Christ. He was despised and rejected of men. So are we mocked, misunderstood,
the butt of many a joke or sharp criticism. He was a stumbling block, foolishness
to the Greek, weakness to the Jew. But "he that shall endure to the end, the same
shall be saved". We are like the Apostles. Not that we shall sit on twelve thrones,
but yet "the saints shall judge the world" (1 Corinthians 6:2). It is never said of us
that the twelve foundations of the city of God have our names upon them. They
have the names of the Apostles of the Lamb. They are higher than us in that
Kingdom. However, we all shall sit down in the Kingdom of God with Abraham
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and Isaac and Jacob. We shall be in Abraham's bosom for Lazarus the beggar is
only a portrait of us.

It was wonderfully said by our Lord, for if you think, Judas, one of the twelve,
had turned traitor in his heart, and was about to do it. And the whole lot were
about to let Him down in His greatest hour of need. Only a few hours later at the
height of His temptations, they snored while He sweated blood in prayer. They
then "forsook him and fled". Yet He says, "ye are they that have continued with
me in my temptations". Even the young man who left his garment behind and fled
naked into the night. What undeserved kindness! Let us take heart.

Christ often speaks of the present in a prophetic way. What use would it be
to promise them these wonders, if in the future they might prove false? If
they should not remain loyal to the end, how would they sit on thrones with Him
in the regeneration? This is a prophecy that they will. Keeble, in The Christian
Year, writes:

"The grey-haired saint may prove
A wanderer at the last,
Death only binds us fast
To that bright shore of love."

Christ's thought is not Keeble's at all. Our Lord is sure they will eat and drink
in His eternal Kingdom. That is beyond human power to be certain about. Tt is
by God's grace going before. The encouragement can best be summed up in
these lines:

"I grasp Thy strength, make it my own,
My heart with peace is blest;
I lose my hold, and then comes down
Darkness and cold unrest.
Let me no more my comfort draw
From my frail hold of Thee:
In this alone rejoice with awe,
Thy mighty grip of m~."

"Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmoveable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord." Cleave to Him with purpose of heart, and
"having done all, to stand". These words of undeserved encouragement were
efficacious to bring the disciples through a lifetime of the most savage attempt
to crush, and kill, and deflect them. Their characters were blackened, and the
Serpent's poison directed at them, their converts and their teachings. A most
determined effort was made to wipe them, and the Bible, off the face of the
earth, by the whole might of Rome, the greatest heathen kingdom ever. This
encouragement from our Saviour is ours now, as we face a more sophisticated
but equally determined attempt to destroy our Saviour and us from the earth.
It is impossible.
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C. MACKENZIE

REAL JOY

WHAT makes you really happy? When do you feel real joy? Perhaps if you are
saving up to buy a special game, and when at last you are able to go to the shop
to buy it, you might feel very happy. Or you may be looking forward to going on
holiday. How glad you are when the day actually arrives and you set off. The joy
you have from a game or a holiday does not last. Before long the game is broken
or you don't find it so interesting any more. In a few days the holiday is over.

Real lasting joy only comes from God and the wonderful gifts He gives to His
people. David in Psalm 37 tells us to delight in God and He will give us the
desires of our heart. If we are truly delighting in God then the desires of our heart
will be the things of God, which God loves to give to His people. The gift of
salvation gives us joy no matter what our circumstances may be. Habakkuk could
say "1 will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation" (Habakkuk
3:8) even if life was very difficult and he was in great suffering.

Our salvation comes through Jesus Christ and His death on the cross in our
place. Paul said, "We also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we
have now received the atonement" (Romans 5:11). What joy to be at one with
God, made possible only by the finished work of Christ.

When the Lord Jesus was born, the angel announced to some shepherds out
watching their flocks that night, " I bring you good tidings of great joy, which
shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David, a Saviour,
which is Christ the Lord" (Luke 2:10-11).

When the wise men were guided by the star to the place where Jesus was, they
rejoiced with exceeding joy (Matthew 2: 10).

After Jesus died and was buried in the tomb, Mary Magdalene and another
Mary went to see the tomb. An angel spoke to them. "He is not here for he is
risen" (Matthew 28:6). They ran off quickly to tell the disciples, feeling a bit
afraid but also full of great joy. What marvellous news - Jesus had risen from
the dead.

The disciples met with the risen Lord Jesus several times. He led them out to
Bethany one day, blessed them and then ascended up through the clouds to
heaven. The disciples returned to Jerusalem with great joy. The joy of the Lord
was their strength. The men who had previously been scared and cowardly now
became bold preachers of the Gospel. God's Word gives us joy. Can you say what
the Psalmist said in Psalm 119: 14, "I have rejoiced in the way of thy testimonies,
as much as in all riches"?

Going to the house of God should give us joy. David said "I was glad when they
said unto me, Let us go into the house of the Lord" (Psalm 122: 1). Do you feel
the same?
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Sin can spoil our joy. If we are not delighting in God, or taken up with Jesus
Christ, then we too easily fall into sin. David knew this very well. When he
realised how greatly he had sinned against God he begged for mercy and
forgiveness. "Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation," he prayed (Psalm 51: 12).
"Make me to hear joy and gladness: that· the bones that thou hast broken may
rejoice" (Psalm 51:8). Sin had caused him to lose his joy but with God's sweet
gift of repentance came the return of his joy.

Paul's prayer for the believers in Rome could be our prayer for ourselves and
our family and friends: "Now the God of hope, fill you with all joy and peace in
believing, that ye may abound in hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost"
(Romans 15:13).

BIBLE SEARCH

Find the words missing from the verses. The initial letters of your answers will
spell out something from the story.

1. I have no joy than to hear that my children walk in truth. 3 John 4.

2. My mouth shall praise thee with joyful . Psalm 63:5.

3. How that in a great trial of affliction the of their joy and their
deep poverty abounded unto the riches of their liberality. 2 Corinthians 8:2.

4.. Therefore with joy shall ye water out of the wells of salvation.
. Isaiah 12:3.

5. Let them also that love thy be joyful in thee. Psalm 5: I I .

6. In thy presence is fullness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures for
_----,-__. Psalm 16:11.

7. Therefore will I offer in his tabernacle of joy; I will sing, yea,
I will sing praises unto the Lord. Psalm 27:6.

8. Your shall be turned into joy. John 16:20.

---e---

• THAT YE MIGHT HAVE PEACE •

S. SEMMENS (Edinburgh)

AMONGST the many things that our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ said to His
disciples prior to His departure to His Father were these words: "Peace I leave
with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you"
(John 14:27). The world's peace is merely the absence of immediate hostility or
conflict of any kind; but Christ's peace is so much different, for it keeps the hearts



and minds of believers through Christ Jesus so that the believer will not turn back
from following Him due to adversity. This Paul states toward the end of his epistle
to the Philippians, there he exhorts his readers to rejoice. He tells them not to be
anxious for anything, but by thankful prayers to make their requests known to
God, and he assures them that God's peace will follow, for he says: "And the
peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds
through Christ Jesus" (Philippians 4:6-7). This is a peace that surpasses all
understanding because it is from Christ Himself, it is from above, and it
transcends all earthly peace. As He was about to leave His disciples, the Lord
Jesus Christ described the nature of His departure, and spoke to them as to how
things would be, both during and after His departure. He gave them the reason as
to why he spoke in this way, He told them: "These things I have spoken unto you,
that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of
good cheer; I have overcome the world" (John 16:33). Hence we see that this
peace comes from being in Christ, and those who are still in the world can know
nothing of this peace.

Only believers have this peace, yet as Jesus has said, while they are still in this
world they will surely know tribulation. And why should it be so? Our natural
minds tend to think that believers would not have tribulation, for it is :only
reasonable that they should think that the risen and glorified Christ would, by His
almighty power, shield His friends, keeping them from suffering tribulation. But
no! It is not so, for His words to His disciples confirm that they were to experience
tribulation: "In the world ye shall have tribulation," He said. So that tribulation is
something that is inevitable for the disciple of Jesus Christ, indeed it is a
necessary component of a disciple's fellowship with Christ. Strange to say, it is in
tribulation that the apostle would have his readers to glory, he declares that
tribulation has its purpose, for he says that we glory in tribulation because we
know that it works in us that very patience which breeds endurance, and hence
perseverance, so that the true believer perseveres to the end and is saved. Paul
declares that being justified by faith we have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ. But can we interpret Paul as speaking here of a tranquil frame of
mind emanating from the fact that a believer has been reconciled to God? Of
course there must be some degree of that state of mind where peace is felt. For
surely we have on record the Psalmist speaking to his soul, and describing God as
the one "who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases" (Psalm
103:3). This would suggest not only the pardoning of sin, but also the relief from
the anxiety or disease of soul that the knowledge of sin imposes on it. However,
the main drift of Paul's statement is that there is no longer enmity between the
believer and God.

But Paul would not have his readers merely to bask in the warmth of the love
and goodness of God, or indeed in the freedom of their deliverance from the
bondage of sin, but he would have them understand with the patriarch Job that
there was evil as well as good to be received at the hand of the Lord. In Job's case
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he was so sore stricken that his wife advised him to curse God and die. Here we
have the world view that death is not only the end of life, but that it is also the
end of all our misery; but it is not so. Job's rebuke revealed a regenerate mind:
"What? Shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil?"
(Job 2: 10). This was also how Paul understood the working of God in grace, and
so he touches on the evil that the child of God must endure for bearing the
image of Christ. And so the good apostle goes on to discuss justification by faith
and the peace that follows, and then adds the comment: "And not only so, but
we glory in tribulation also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience; and
patience, experience; and experience, hope; and hope maketh not ashamed;
because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is
given unto us" (Romans 5:3-5). It is helpful at this point to note that in the book
of the Revelation, where we find the apostle John writing to the seven churches,
that we read his description of himself as being, "your brother and companion in
tribulation, and in the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ" (Revelation 1:9).
It would seem from this statement alone that we can conclude that, if we are
in the kingdom of Jesus Christ, we are His fellows in· tribulation, and will be
granted that grace that is "His patience", and in order that we may learn to endure
to the end.

There is no doubt but that God allows tribulation to befall His children as part
of the process of sanctification. Certainly we have Paul's words on this, for w,hen
he wrote to the Philippians he told them: "For unto you it is given in the beha1f of
Christ, not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for his sake" (Philippians
1:29). It is not without significance that during the vision that John received on
Patmos, he was asked questions by one of the elders that that appeared there as to
who they were that he also saw arrayed in white robes. "Who are these?" he was
asked, what they were, and where had they come from. Since it appears that
John could not give an answer he was told by the elder that they were those who
had come out of great tribulation and were clothed in the white robes of the
righteousness of Christ (Revelation 7: 13-14). Surely from this we learn the lesson
that believers are not only meant to glory in tribulation, but also to realise that it
is all part of the Lord's polishing process, a process that prepares His people for
glory. So then for those believers who just here and now are experiencing their
Patmos, ought they not to give serious thought to these things, and take them for
their .comfort?

Perhaps their tribulation is coming from the world at large or, as it is also quite
likely, from their fellow professors of the Christian faith. In the last analysis, and
indeed in either case, they can be sure it is from the Lord who has ordained all
things. Perhaps if from fellow professors they are wondering why it has come
from such a source, if so they fail to remember that Christ did not come to send
peace on earth, but a sword. But also, and what is even more important, is the fact
that God uses even His enemies to achieve His own ends. Where the Gospel does
not unite it divides, and that includes those who appear to be of the household of



The Gospel Magazine 83

faith. We have on record those solemn words of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ
to think upon, words that concern us to this end, namely, we never can be sure
who our real enemies will prove to be. For Jesus made it very plain that His
coming to earth would not necessarily bring peace to the whole world of mankind;
but it would bring conflict and strife, and He also went on to say: "And a man's
foes shall be they of his own household" (Matthew 10:36). Sad to I say this so
often proves to be the case, and those we expect to be the least likely to cause us
grief are the ones that prove to be the most hurtful.

When one considers those some two thousand years of history that have passed
since the incarnation, it can be seen that often as not, the household that is the
Visible Church has produced much more than merely a few cases of those who
have caused their brethren to suffer tribulation. Indeed we might ask the question
as to what great saint of God has not suffered tribulation at the hands of professing
Christians? Why the history books are full of them! Martin Luther, John Calvin,
John Knox and Samuel Rutherford, are but a few names that come to mind, all
these suffered at the hands of professing Christians. And what about those who
were put to death by the Visible Church, or at least at the behest of the Visible
Church? And this state of affairs has been extant since the beginning of the world;
it began with Cain who murdered his brother Able. The apostle John tells us: that
Cain was of the wicked one and slew his brother, "Because his own works were
evil and his brothers righteous". Joseph's brethren conspired to kill him, but in the
end they sold him into slavery (see Genesis chapter 37). Men may mean a thing
for evil, as did Joseph's brethren, but God may mean it for good, as He did in the
case of Joseph (see Genesis 50:20). There was also the case of Mordecai the Jew
in the book of Esther whom Haman hated and sought to destroy. As events
transpired, however, although Haman prepared a gallows to hang Mordecai he
was hanged on it himself (see Esther 7:10). The prime example is the way in
which our Lord and Saviour Himself suffered such shameful crucifixion at the
hands of wicked men.

The words of Simon Peter at Pentecost, as they are recorded in Acts 2:21-24,
say just about everything that is to be said on this subject. It reads: "Jesus of
Nazareth, a man approved of God among you by miracles and wonders and signs,
which God did by him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also know: him, being
delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken,
and by wicked hands have crucified and slain: whom God hath raised up, having
loosed the pains of death: because it was not possible that he should be holden of
it." Here we see concerning the crucifixion of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,
that although it was foreordained by God it was performed by the wicked hands
of men, God using their wicked hands in order to accomplish His own righteous
purposes. So many today do not seem to understand this, instead they see the
crucifixion as a wicked work of sinful man, an act of political intrigue that God
salvaged and turned to man's Salvation. Such was never the case, for God does
absolutely nothing that He has not purposed and foreknown. As Martin Luther put
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it so succinctly: "God foreknows nothing by contingency, but that He foresees,
purposes, and does all things according to His immutable, eternal and infallible
will." By this we see that not a single thing can befall us that has not been
ordained of God, therefore not a single shaft can hit until the God of grace sees
fit. We know then that when our providence proves to be tribulation that it is to
be borne with fortitude knowing from whence it has come; for it has come from
God, the judge of all the earth, who will only do right.

Tribulation then, although it is never a pleasant thing, when it is for the cause
of Christ is to be seen as an honour. We read in Acts that when the apostles had
been beaten at the command of the council for preaching in the name of Jesus, we
are told that they departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they had
been counted worthy to suffer shame for His name (see Acts 5:40-41). The apostle
Peter exhorting his readers to honour all men, and at the same time advising such
as were servants to be subject to their masters, he then goes on to write to the same
effect as Paul saying: "For this is thankworthy, if a man for conscience toward
God endure grief, suffering wrongfully. For what glory is it, if, when ye be
buffeted for your faults, ye shall take it patiently? But if, when ye do well, and
suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with God. For even hereunto
were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye
should follow in his steps: who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth:
who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not;
but committed himself to him that judgeth righteously: who his own self bare our
sins: in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto
righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed" (l Peter 2:19-24). But not only
should tribulation be borne with fortitude but when it is tribulation because we
follow in Christ's steps we ought to react as did the apostles when they were
beaten at the command of the council..

And we have Jesus Himself putting it into stronger words than Peter, for when
He taught His disciples on the mount He told them: "Blessed are they which are
persecuted for righteousness sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven" (Matthew
5: 10). It is hard for us to think that we are blessed when we are being persecuted,
yet Jesus said that we should rejoice and leap for joy, and why, simply because
when we are being persecuted for righteousness sake the image of Christ is being
seen in us by our persecutors, otherwise why would they persecute us? Thus we
show our election and predestination; for Paul declares that those that God did
foreknow, He also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of His Son that
He might be the firstborn among many brethren. For it is only meet and right th~t

He should have the pre-eminence.

It is one thing to believe that Christ is the only Saviour for sinners; it is another
thing to really trust Him from the heart and to know Him personally in reality.

L. R. Shelton
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• KINGDOM CHRONOLOGY •

D. L. FRY (Mudgee, Australia)

85

THE New Testament commences with these words: "The book of the
generation/genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham"
(Matthew 1:1), 1,000 years back to King David and a further 1,000 years to
Abraham. So, 2,000 years of Family Tree is some achievement. However, if we
take it that every true Christian is "a member of Christ, a child of God and an
inheritor of the Kingdom of Heaven" (CofE Catechism), then the present
generation of believers can add another 2,000 years to the above.

But that is not all. Luke's genealogy of Jesus takes us back to the Garden of
Eden, another 2,000 years, where Adam is called the son of God (3:38).
According to God's own Word printed for us, the Bible, we live in 6,000 years of
recorded history, each millennium of which commences a new work of our
Creator, Redeemer and Sanctifier, our Triune God - Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Adam lived almost 1,000 years, when Noah was born, He lived for almost
1,000 years when Abraham was born. One thousand years further on we see
David and the 4th Millennium ended with the birth of our Saviour, God's·Son.
The 5th Millennium saw the split between Eastern (Greek) and Western (Latin)
Christianity and we find ourselves at the end of the 6th Millennium beginning the
7th. About halfway through these thousand-year divisions, God worked His
Purpose and Plan thus, through Enoch (3,500 BC) Shem (2,500 BC) Moses 0,500
BC) Daniel (500 BC) Fall of Rome (AD 500) Reformation (AD 1,500).

If there is one area of biblical truth which is most specific, it is in the
chronology of characters and events. Beginning with Genesis 5 we see the first
1,500 years from Adam to Noah's building the Ark, through to chapter 11 to the
birth of Abraham, including the Worldwide Flood, the Tower of Babel, the
Dispersion of Noah's descendants and the beginning of the Nations; another 500
years. From Abraham to Moses is another 500 years and so the Exodus occurs
2,500 years after the biblical account of Creation. The Book of Judges indicates
the years of peace followed by Israel's rebellion against the Lord, conquered by
neighbouring nations, repentance followed by God's provision of judges bringing
peace, repeating the whole process many times within the next 500 years, till the
establishment of the KINGDOM under Saul, David and Solomon, which only
lasted for 120 years. This brings us to around 1,000 BC, 3,000 years after the
events described in Genesis 5.

Underlining the importance God attaches to chronology are the two Books of
Chronicles where the first 12 chapters are devoted to the Family Tree from Adam
to David - 3,000 years! Already noted are the 2,000 year genealogy of Matthew
1 and the 4,000 years of Luke's generations. Many questions raised by secular
evolutionary humanists who find no place for God or even for a Great Designer,
need to be addressed and, hopefully, members of the congregation will request
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answers! Issues concerning Cain's wife, the Flood, Ice Ages, Civilisation, etc.,
etc., are pertinent to ensuring that we can trust the Bible as God's reliable record
of His Creation through to His New Creation. Never before have Christians had
access to so much evidence, both internal and external to the Holy Scriptures
justifying faith and hope in the very words of God "written for our learning".

Now it may be argued that this matter of chronology is not necessary for our
Salvation which is by God's Grace through Faith. True, but as the Lord desires us
to GROW in faith, hope and love, so, as we continue to read His Word with an
open mind and a teachable spirit, He will reveal to us the relevance of many parts
of the Bible which we have found difficult, as we are able to understand and on a
need-to-know-basis. Otherwise we may feel that we know it all and have no
further need for His Spirit "to teach us all things". So let's get our thinking caps
on and, during these next few weeks, be bold and brave enough to confront some
of these issues which many of the cults concentrate on, and which we have put on
the "back burner" of our minds. Let's try to focus on the "hole in the bucket" of
our reasoning. Let's attempt to look at the matters we may have consigned to the
"too hard basket" and face the "zero tolerance" towards sin revealed in the Bible.

No, we won't get all the answers, but at least we will begin to seek the Spirit's
guidance in matters which have puzzled us, and which many non-believers raise,
trying to disprove the reasonableness of the Christian Faith. It may well be that
the current debates over Islamic activities in the Western World will encourage
Christians to be at least as keen as Muslims are to preserve our biblical heritage,
by which God has blessed our Nation, especially during the past 500 years since
the Protestant Reformation of the 16th century. History, Science, and Culture are
all proper areas for investigation for Bible-believing Christians who are called by
God to take their place in the World which He made, the World which He loved
so much as to send His Son to reclaim us for His Kingdom and enable us to do
His will, here and now.

---e---

• DELIGHTING IN GOD IN
PURITAN PREACHING •

JIM DAVISON (Northern Ireland)

Introduction
HOW the terms "Puritan" and "Puritanism" are to be defined has been the cause
of much debate since they were first used in the 1560s, without any real consensus
being reached. The terms were originally used to stigmatise their targets and some
writers today would still use them in a very negative way. Indeed, for many
people today the word "Puritan" or "Puritanical" conjures up in the mind images
of dour, repressive and colourless people, who perceived life as something to be
endured rather than enjoyed.
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Sociologist Max Weber made the sweeping charge that the Puritans were
opposed to the "joy of living", and Langdon Mitchell argued that Puritanism
"damages the human soul, renders it hard and gloomy, and deprives it of sunshine
and happiness". In a similar vain, H. L. Mencken scathingly defined Puritanism
as "the haunting fear that someone somewhere may be happy". Basil Hall, in a
more temperate manner, suggests that "Puritan was originally [a] useful coin of
some value", but one which had "become over-minted and ended in headlong
inflation".

A similar thought is advocated by Christopher Hill when he argues that because
the terms "Puritan" and "Puritanism" have had several connotations they are to be
regarded as vague and unhelpful, "admirable refuge[s] from clarity of thought",
and no longer of any value. C. H. George goes further when making the following
statement: "[A]n analytical concept which obscures the realities and significance
of differences of ideas, ideals, programmes and class affinities is a bad concept",
and for George, "Puritan is such a concept and should be abandoned".

Patrick Collinson is emphatic when he states that "there is little point in
constructing elaborate statements defining what in ontological terms Puritanism
was and was not, when it was not a thing definable in itself'. Collinson is seeking
to make the point that Puritanism is a voice that cannot be recognised as a group
with a definable identity. For, Collinson and historians like him, "Puritans were
not different from Protestants", "Puritans were Protestants as they were perceived
in a particular set of circumstances". What Collinson is suggesting here is that the
term "Puritan" indicates not so much a term to identify a separate entity, but rather
a term to identify a particular ongoing situation. In other words the name Puritan
tells us little, if anything, about those who may be described as belonging to an
identifiable group distinct from others within the "Protestant family".

Despite these and similar negative comments, however, it is generally
recognised that historians, as Collinson notes, "cannot disregard the word Puritan,
which is an insistent resonant voice" in early modern England. Contrary to the
nominalist approach expressed by the likes of Hill, George and Collinson, there
are historians who insist that the word Puritan does have real meaning and that
there are characteristics that enable Puritans to be recognised as an identifiable
group. One such historian is John Spurr. In his book English Puritanism, 1603
1689, Spurr says, in response to the question, "What was it that made puritans
stand out from their communities?", he replies, "there was a core of religious
opinion and practice which distinguished puritans from their neighbours.... They
lived their lives in a distinct and, to their neighbours, peculiar way."

Peter Lake, is another who, while recognising the polemic construction of the
Puritan image, has nevertheless argued energetically in a number of publications
that the image does display eloquent witness to a very distinctive and identifiable
group of people, who called themselves "the godly", and who were called
"Puritans" by those who opposed them. There is also evidence that Collinson,
who has described the Puritans as "the hotter sort of Protestants", "super
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Protestants", and "the militant tendency" of English Protestantism, at times would
appear to move towards a more realist position when he acknowledges that the
Puritans formed a distinctive subculture although not a free-standing one. This
may be gleaned from at least two of his major works - The Elizabethan Puritan
Movement and Godly People: Essays on English Protestantism and Puritanism.

In acknowledging that there is no consensus regarding the term "Puritan" and
that it could be viewed as having some ambiguity surrounding it, the factual
comments by historians like Spurr, Lake, and Collinson, would suggest, as
P. Williams has noted, that "in spite of its ambiguities, 'Puritan' remains a
convenient label for those who believed that the Church of England, while a true
church, needed to be further reformed in a protestant direction", and who sought
to do it by "the edification of the people through the reading of the Scriptures and,
above all, preaching".

It is also true that contemporaries recognised that the term Puritan "captured a
relationship between those applying the label and those to whom it was applied".
The same point is also made by Hunt when he writes: "[H]owever uncertain we
may feel about the exact colouration and distinctive markings of a typical puritan
there can be no ignoring the empirical fact of conflict between people who were
called puritan and those who did the name calling."

Furthermore, while it could be said that the term "Puritan" may have some
ambiguity, the stereotype that views Puritans as "kill-joys" is a false one and
far from what is actually expressed in the writings of the Puritans themselves.
In contending, therefore, that those we call the Puritans were not "kill-joys",
opposed to the joy of living, but people who were, on the contrary, full of the joy
of living, as they delighted in God and His creation, we will let the Puritans speak
for themselves. But first we must say something about the vehicle by which they
advocated taking delight in God and living joyfully in the light of their relation to
God through Christ.

Puritan preaching

The primacy of preaching the Word of God has a long history in England, going
back at least to the time of John Wycliffe and the Lollards. One exponent of this
high view of preaching in the time of Elizabeth I was William Perkins, a man
described by M. M. Knappen as the "Puritan theologian of Tudor times". In his
The Art ofProphesying, Perkins writes, "Preaching is the flexanima, the allurer of
the soul, by which our self-willed minds are subdued and changed from an
ungodly and pagan life-style to a life of Christian faith and repentance";
"Preaching the Word is prophesying in the name and on behalf of Christ. Through
preaching those who hear are called into a state of grace, and preserved in it"; "The
heart of the matter is this: Preach one Christ, by Christ, to the praise of Christ".

It was the Primate of all England, Archbishop Edmund Grindal, of Canterbury
(1575-1583), in his famous letter to Queen Elizabeth, who said, "Preaching was
the ordinary mean and instrument of the salvation of mankind". Elizabeth,
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however, and her early Stuart successors, sought to suppress preaching, as did
John Whitgift and his immediate successors to the See of Canterbury. Archbishop
Richard Neile, of York, was of the same mind as is evidenced by the fact that
during the eight years of his tenure there, he issued only thirteen preaching
licenses. And the authoritative Richard Hooker regarded sermons as "the corrupt
productions of men, whilst the reading of Scripture preserves the Word of
God unadulterated. Homilies are preferable to sermons since they have' been
carefully prepared."

But in contrast to Hooker, Grindal believed "the reading of homilies ... is
nothing comparable to the office- of preaching". Grindal also said, "The godly
preacher is termed in the gospel a faithful and wise servant, who knows how to
give his Lord's family their apportioned food in season; who can apply his speech
according to the diversity of the times, places and hearers; which cannot be done
in the homilies: exhortations, reprehensions, and persuasions are uttered with
more affection, to the moving of the hearers, in sermons than in homilies".

As preaching was a fundamental element of Protestantism, the authorities
always had difficulties when trying to suppress it. Indeed, as one writer puts it,
"when they ejected the Puritan preachers, and were complacent about a ministry
composed of dumb dogs, it was natural for the average educated layman to
sympathize with the protestors. It seemed ridiculous for many parishes to lack
preachers whilst talented men were deprived of the opportunity to preach." This
harassment led many lay patrons, town corporations and gentlemen to employ
Puritan preachers as private chaplains, resulting in the Puritan emphasis on
preaching becoming much more widespread. In time, for those who sought
further reform of the Church, preaching would become "a Puritan shibboleth".

This emphasis on preaching can be seen in the writings of many 17th century
Puritans: "Preaching is the chariot," says Richard Sibbes, "that carries Christ up
and down the world". And again, "It is a gift of all gifts, the ordinance of
preaching, for God esteemed it so, Christ esteemed it so, and so should we esteem
it". Thomas Goodwin writes: "It is so appointed and ordained by God (Isaiah
55:10-11) ... As God appointed it, so Christ prayed for it (John 17) ... As God
the Father appointed it, and God the Son prayed for it, so God the Holy Spirit is,
by promise and covenant, engaged to accompany it with His blessing unto the
seed of Christ for ever (Isaiah 59:21)."

Goodwin again asserted that, "Preaching in a more special manner reveals
God's Word. When an ointment box is once opened, then it casts its savour about;
and when the juice of the medicinal herb is once strained OlJt and applied, then it
heals. And so it is the spiritual meaning of the Word let into the heart which
converts it and turns it to God." John Owen asserts: "The Word is like the sun in
the firmament. There unto is it compared at large, Psalm 19. It hath virtually in it
all spiritual light and heat. But preaching of the Word is as the motion and beams
of the sun, which actually and effectually communicate that light and heat unto all
creatures, which are virtually in the sun itself."
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For the Puritan, then, it was infinitely more important that God should cross the
abyss which separates man from God and speak to him through the sermon, than
that man should traverse it in prayer or praise. In order to understand this
importance "we must", as Christopher Hill, who was no lover of the Christian
faith, says, "bear in mind that religion was the idiom in which the men of the
17th century thought". But we hasten to add not religion per se but religion
based on the Sola Scriptura principle. The reason for this is that, as Hill again
points out, most Englishmen believed the Bible to be "the unique source of divine
wisdom on all subjects, including politics, and a source which must be open
to everybody".

The call to joyful living
it must also be remembered that for the Puritan minister, theology was never an
end in itself. Puritan doctrine was not dry and dusty theology, but a way of living
well, a means by which godly living and spiritual experience were encoded and
encouraged. John Owen declared of the knowledge of God that "the end of all its
notions and doctrines consists in practice". And for Richard Sibbes spiritual
experience was "nothing but doctrine sweetly digested and applied to the
affections". The Puritans placed the will and affections under the rule of the mind,
illuminated by the Spirit and informed by Scripture. For only by informing the
mind would lives be changed, the experience of God deepened and spiritual joy
attained; a spiritual joy that manifested itself outwardly in the life of the believer.

No clearer expression of the Puritans' ultimate goal can be given than the
succinct answer to the first question of the Westminster Shorter Catechism:
"Man's chief end is to glorify God and enjoy him forever". Here we have
{fxpressed two inseparable aims of Puritan theology: "As believers sought God's
glory, their truest longings were satisfied; and as they sought their happiness in
God, they 'glorified Him by their delight." This immense enjoyment of God,
which alone can truly satisfy man's restless heart, abounds in Puritan writings.
Indeed, as Williams has noted, "so great is the enjoyment of God described in
Puritan works, that it is sometimes even ecstatic in nature".

Sibbes expressed it well when he said, "We do all for joy. All that we do is that
we may joy at length." But not fully content with this expression of what joy means
to the believer, Sibbes goes on to say, "It is the centre of the soul. As rest is to
motion, so the desire of all is to joy, to rest in joy", and asks, "what is our life
without joy?" Responding to his own question, Sibbes says, "without joy we can do
nothing. We are like an instrument out of tune ... that yields but harsh music". But
to be in joyful or joyous tune is to have a "good conscience of a holy life". These
lofty expressions continue as Sibbes proceeds to remind us that "a Christian is not
ashamed of his joy and rejoicing", for "it is bred from the Spirit of God witnessing
that his name is written in the book of life, witnessing that his sins are forgiven".

This leads Sibbes to say that "joy is that frame and state of the soul" of all who
have "given their names to Christ", and as such "Christians, being in the favour
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of God they enjoy the fruits of that favour, 'peace and joy in the Holy Ghost'
(Romans 14:7)". Expanding on these comments Sibbes makes the point that "the
state of the Christian is a state of joy ... whether ... we regard the ill he is freed
from, or the good he is in for the present, or the hope of eternal good for the time
to come".

Seeking to make this joyous state more personal and intimate, Sibbes notes that
"a Christian, which way so ever he looks, has matter for joy. God the Father·is his,
Christ is his, [and] the Holy Ghost is his Comforter." He concludes by making this
comment: "Therefore, there is no question of this that everyone that has given his
name to Christ is in a state of joy.'1 On this basis we can ask, "what should the life
of a Christian be, that is freed from the greatest ill and advanced to the greatest
good"? Surely it must be a life of joy; a life of "perpetual thanksgiving to God",
for "how can a man be thankful that is not joyful?".

Such comments as these by Sibbes are clearly contrary to tHe negative
comments we find expressed by many today. But Sibbes is not a lone Puritan
voice in extolling the joyfulness of the Christian life. Robert Asty (1612-1681)
was another Puritan who sought to encourage and advance the joyfulness of the
Christian life. In his little book, Rejoicing in the Lord Jesus in all Cases and
Conditions, first published in 1683, he is as emphatic as any Puritan in his
exhorting Christians to live their lives in a joyful manner. "The chief purpose of
this treatise," says Samuel Petto, in the Epistle Dedicatory, "is to raise the joy of
those who have an interest in Christ, and that in every state and condition. It
directs people unto the right object of joy, the Lord, and so to an everlasting
ground of rejoicing."

The work is based on those amazing words of the prophet Habakkuk:
"Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines; the
labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the flock shall be
cut off from the fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls: Yet I will rejoice in
the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation" (Habakkuk 3:17-18). It is
especially verse 18 (Habakkuk's declaration of intent, whatever the circumstances
that may arise in his life) that Asty focuses on.

Asty begins by explaining the meaning of the words "rejoice" and "joy" (verse
18). He notes that in the Hebrew the word "rejoice", "is a very full word" and has
the meaning of "rejoicing exceedingly in the Lord" (italics in the original). The
same idea applies to the word "joy" which signifies, in its grammatical sense, "My
heart shall leap or skip for joy". For Asty, and others like him, "joy is that sweet
motion of the soul in a full contentment of heart and complacency of spirit upon
some good set before it". Importantly the "some good" that his heart is joyful in is
identified by Asty: "My joy is not found upon the creature, nor upon external
enjoyments; therefore let all things be brought into confusion here below, nay let
God Himself seem to stand frowning over us, yet will I rejoice in the Lord."

Expanding on this comment Asty says, "It is not in the creature, it is not upon
earth, but it is in heaven; it is not in man, it is in the Lord; it is not in the
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confluence of these things that are coming and going, and in an uncertain
enjoyment, but it is in the Lord who never fails." Yes, says Asty, "There is enough
in Christ Jesus alone for the soul's full rejoicing and triumphing in all cases and
conditions". Furthermore, "the ground of my joy is never taken from me. Indeed,"
says Asty, "the ground of my joy cannot be taken from me." The comfort and joy
we can take from these comments are self evident: if the ground of our joy and
rejoicing, the Lord, the God of our salvation is ever present, surely our joy and
rejoicing should be evident in our daily walk with the Lord.

Communion with God
In seeking their enjoyment in God, Christians are in fact earnestly seeking
communion with God, and here again the Puritan minister presented this
communion as a means of joy and joyfulness. As the Puritans, and others,
correctly understood it, true happiness or joy cannot be found apart from union
with God. Indeed nothing else, but communion with God in Christ can truly
satisfy the longing of the human heart. As Augustine said many centuries ago,
"Thou hast made us for Thyself, and our hearts are restless until they find rest in
Thee" (slightly modified). Sibbes makes a similar comment when he likens the
desires of the heart after communion with God to that of a stream, which "is
restless and incessant till it meet with the ocean and empty itself into it".

A helpful definition of communion in general is set forth by John Owen when
he writes: "Now, communion is the mutual communication of such things as
wherein the persons holding that communion are delighted, bottomed [based
or founded] upon some union between them." However, in regard to the
Christian's communion with God Owen says, it "consists in his communication of
Himself unto us, with our returnal unto Him of that which He requires and
accepts, flowing from that union which in Jesus Christ we have with Him"
(italics in original). In other words, "It is ... that mutual communion in giving
and receiving, after a most holy and spiritual manner, which is between God and
the saints while they walk together in a covenant of peace, ratified in the blood
of Jesus."

The point must be made that while it is possible to be at peace with someone
and not have any meaningful fellowship with them; this is not the peace that
Christ has brought about between God and us "through the blood of his cross"
(Colossians I :20). For Asty, and many like him, Jesus our Mediator, "has let us
into the enjoyment of communion with God, and has given us a blessed
familiarity with God so that now we shall enjoy Him in the gospel way here, and
shall have certain hopes of enjoying Him in a glorious way in heaven, ever to be
in His presence and to behold His glory". Furthermore, this communion is an
everlasting communion, for Christ "ever abides on the throne ... so that God is
always your friend, always reconciled to you, always ready to make Himself
known and to impart His love and grace to you". Surely, this "is an abiding
ground of joy".
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John Howe, in his treatise On Delighting in God, notes that "all delightful
enjoyment of God supposes some communication from Him". Here, Howe, like
Owen, distinguishes between God's communication to man in general, and that
which is "communicated from God to regenerated souls wherein they are to
delight themselves". The latter having an "inwardly enlightening revelation of
himself to them, that they may know Him more distinctly". It is also true, says
Howe, that "God's communications are more immediate, more constant, ·more
powerful and efficacious, more delightful and satisfying". Such communication is
"more powerfully assuring" and "apt to beget a more certain operative belief of
the thing revealed".

Indeed, the beauty of those truths communicated have a "lively sparkling
lustre, by which they appear so amiable and lovely to a well-tempered spirit, as to
transport it with pleasure, and ravish it from itself into union with them". This
surely is a cause for "a continual exercise of a good conscience towar.ds God". It
is also true that a conscience like this "lives in the fear of God", which "is not
without its pleasure", as it "composes the soul, expels the vanity which is not
without vexation, represses exorbitant motions, checks unruly passions, keeps all
within in a pleasant, [and] peaceful calm".

Howe further reminds us that because, "the exigency of the case did require (by
reason of sin that had cut off the [original] intercourse)" there should be a
Mediator to open the way to a new and lasting communion with God. But "so the
soul might move towards God, it should be rightly framed and disposed also
towards Him". This is necessary because human nature is "most obstinately and
inflexibly averse" towards Christ. It has "no principles immediately and directly
inclining to take part with the gospel" - "the way that God would take to bring
back souls" to Himself. Therefore, says Howe, if you would have communion
with God you must acknowledge that "God will never accept another sacrifice,
for the sins of men than His, nor ever any service at their hands, but for His sake".

Speaking directly to this point, Howe states that any who fail to recognise
Christ as "their Redeemer and Lord", "their Ruler and Judge, the great Arbiter of
life and death", and "the one they are to be entirely devoted to", will "perish
without mercy". Contrary to this is "the soul that was so stoutly averse, and that
once said within itself, 'I will not have Him reign over me', [but now] "is brought
freely to yield; and with sincere, loyal resolutions and affections devotes itself to
Him, and consents to His government" has peace and communion with God. And,
further, on examination "the tenor and scope of his laws and constitutions" will
reveal them to be "but obligations upon men to be happy", for His kingdom
consists in "righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost".

The delights and enjoyment of communion with God were often expressed by
the Puritans using the rich and sensual language of the Song of Solomon. In a
sermon on chapter 5, verse 16, "Yea, he is altogether lovely", Watson says, of
Christ, "He is the most amazing and delightful object", indeed, "the very name of
Jesus Christ is as precious ointment poured forth". And it is not only this verse,



94 The Gospel Magazine

Watson reminds us, that speaks of the "infinitely and superlatively lovely" Jesus
for "the whole book of Canticles is bespangled with praises of Christ". We may
add the whole of scripture "is bespangled with praises of Christ". Having piled
praise upon praise on the Lord Jesus, Watson goes on to say, "He is the flower of
Sharon, enriched with orient colours, and perfumed with the sweetest savour; Oh
wear this flower not in your bosom, but in your heart, and be always smelling to
it; and show your love to this lovely Saviour".

It was John Collenges who asked his congregation whether their delight in
Christ matched the rapture of the two lovers:

Is Jesus Christ precious to you? Is His name to your soul like an ointment
poured forth? Is your whole heart filled with the sweet smell of Jesus
Christ? Are you ravished with His love? Does the very thinking of Christ
ravish your heart? Does the naming ofHim carry your soul almost above
itself in an ecstasy of love? Is he like an Apple to thy taste, that your mouth
is filled with the sweetness ofHis juice? Are you melted with His love?

With these questions from Collenges we draw to a close our inquiry, regarding
whether the Puritans were gloomy, religious fanatics, "killjoys", who lived
without delight, joy or pleasure in their lives; and who sought to eradicate these
things from society. And while we have only tipped our toe into the vast ocean of
Puritan writings on the subject, the evidence is abundantly clear; the Puritans
were men and women whose lives displayed both delight and joy, as a result of
their communion with God in Christ. Of this there can be no doubt. We have also
discovered that true communion with God brought real joy and contentment; in
whatever state they found themselves. In other words they were men and women
who basked in the sunshine of fellowship with God, and such fellowship that
filled their lives with delight and joy.

Yes, they took life seriously, but this was because they regarded life as a
very serious matter. To know how serious, we must understand what they
regarded as the purpose of life, and here the Westminster divines are
unambiguous: "Man's chief end is to glorify God." And this is exactly what the
Puritans were about; and in doing so they delighted in and enjoyed God. Where
Scripture said "Rejoice in the Lord" (Psalm 33: 1); "Delight thyself also in the
Lord: (Psalm 37:4); "rejoice in the Lord your God" (Joe1 2:23); "Rejoice in the
Lord alway" (Philippians 4:4); and "Rejoice evermore" (l Thessalonians 5: 16),
their response was simple and straightforward: "His heart was lifted up [took
delight] in the ways of the Lord" (2 Chronicles 17:6); "I delight to do thy will,
o my God" (Psalm 40:8); "I will delight myself in thy statutes" (Psalm 119:16);
"I delight in the law of God" (Romans 7:22).

May we learn from the practical example the Puritans have set before us by
their vibrant spirituality the devoted life, and enthusiastically seek to emulate this
devotion to God in practical ways for His glory alone.
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• STUDIES IN EZEKIEL •

P. KING (Hailsham)

Chapter 8
THOU SHALT HAVE NO OTHER GODS BEFORE ME

95

HOW much further could Judah fall? This chapter adds abomination to
abomination as the vision comes to the mind of the prophet. Ezekiel is sitting with
the elders, but instead of prompting him to speak with them Jehovah takes him in
a vision to those still living in Jerusalem, under the puppet king Zedekiah. This
last remnant of Judah insisted they were correct in staying there, and that the
exiles would soon return home. How could they expect God's approval when they
blatantly disobeyed Him, ignoring the prophecy that they would go into captivity?
(Jeremiah 37). Those in Jerusalem despised the exiles, depressing them even
more, but Ezekiel through the vision, understands what will happen.

1. The glory of God. The majesty and glory of God revealed to the prophet,
prepares him for the subsequent revelation God stands in front of him with fiery
indignation, and majestic brightness.

2. The image ofjealousy. Jehovah is a jealous God, and the people had created
an image, which provoked his jealousy. Josiah, an earlier good king, cleansed
the temple of these false images (2 Kings 23:4-5). "You are turning Me away,"
says God.

3. The painting on the wall. Ezekiel is taken to the inner sanctuary where
further idolatry is evident. Notice he has to dig to find the sin - it is in the dark
these things are taking place The people said "The Lord seeth us not ... ". People
like darkness because their ways are evil, and if we dig around some churches
today we will be ashamed at what is going on.

4. Weeping for Tammaz. Tammaz was a Sumarian god, an idol, who the Jewish
were weeping over. Can this be true? This god condoned immorality and erotica!

5. Sun worship. Finally the prophet sees the priests themselves standing with
their backs to the altar worshipping the sun! No wonder the chapter ends, "Yet
will I not hear them".

LESSONS FOR CHRISTIANS

(a) Our God is a jealous God (in the sense of not being willing to share His
glory), requiring absolute dedication and loyalty. Jesus said we cannot serve God
and Mammon (riches), yet many in the churches today think they can!

(b) There is no place of superiority in the church, we must consider others
better than ourselves. Let us turn out all those things in our life which come
between us and God and may the Lord enlighten us to see what they are.
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(c) Only worship decreed by God is acceptable to Him. Encouraging worldly
practices is idolatry. Worshipping a system, a denomination, a position in the
church, a Pastor, are all included in "chambers of imagery".

(d) All who abandon the faith will be judged accordingly. It seemed
unbelievable that the women in verse 14 could abandon the true God for a god
that encouraged immorality and worse. Yet many churches in our time have
turned away from the true God by embracing practices that are directly opposed
to biblical teaching.

(e) When we desert the true faith we are trying to fit our profession into
the world's mould. Even the priests (verse 16) turned their backs on Jehovah
to worship the sun. How many preachers have done the same denying the
uniqueness of Christ and even His bodily resurrection!

THERE IS NONE OTHER NAME UNDER HEAVEN GIVEN AMONG
MEN, WHEREBY WE MUST BE SAVED ~

---e---

• THE LORD'S DAY •

M. HANDFORD (Poynton, Cheshire)

THE commandments today are openly broken, and it is difficult to single out the
most broken of the Ten. The fourth commandment is certainly one that is
deliberately flouted. Persistent and determined efforts have been successful in
removing the last remaining hedges around the day in our national statute books.
It is good, therefore, to remind ourselves of the privilege and responsibility of
maintaining the Lord's Day.

A day ofauthority

The Sabbath is a divine institution; it is not a Jewish ordinance, nor something
imposed by the Church. It derives its authority from God as Creator. It is His
by command. The Sabbath was intended for all mankind, not just for one nation;
it was "made for man" said the Lord Jesus Christ. It is part of the eternal order
of things.

When the Law was given on Sinai, God said "Remember the Sabbath Day, to
keep it holy". It was not something new being promulgated, but a reiteration of
that which had been observed from the beginning. In other words, Moses did not
introduce it, but endorsed it.

Our Lord, when in conflict with the Pharisees, did not repudiate the fourth
commandment. He did not attack Sabbath observance but only the superstitious
Pharasaical impositions. He Himself observed it; He went into the synagogue, "as
his custom was". It is important to remember that the same God who said "Thou
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shalt not kill" or "commit adultery" also said "Remember the Sabbath Day ... ".
The Commandments stand or fall together.

A day of significance
Two things marked off the Jews from the heathen as God's own people 
circumcision and the Sabbath. The Sabbath commemorates God's creative work.
He Himself rested on the seventh day because He was satisfied with His
handiwork (see Genesis 1:31). We shall do well to think of the wonder of God's
creation. The beautiful things of nature are apt to become so commonplace that
we are hardly aware of their existence. Man is God's crowning act of creation.
Let us thank God on this day for "our creation, preservation, and all the blessings
of this life".

The Sabbath also commemorates God's redemptive work (see Deuteronomy
5:14-15). We observe the Lord's Day as a witness to the redemption that is in
Christ Jesus. It is a perpetual reminder of all the benefits that are ours through His
death and passion.

"Today He rose and left the dead,
And Satan's empire fell;
Today the saints His triumphs spread,
And all His wonders tell."
(Watts)

A right observance of the Lord's Day is a protest against a materialistic view of
life, of being too wedded to earthly things.

A~ay ofrest
Main is not a machine which will work incessantly without a break. The Sabbath
is God's gracious provision for man's well-being. It is meant to be a day of rest
for mind, body and spirit. Poise and equilibrium come from the rest after the toil
and care of the week. There have been times when men have sought to abolish
this God-given day. "During the excesses of the French Revolution, Christianity
and the Sabbath were abolished in France, but the mere necessities of man's
nature compelled the atheistical government to institute a day of rest of their own,
which they called a decade, occurring every tenth day. What a confession of the
reasonableness of the divine command" (Bishop Daniel Wilson).

Sunday has become a very hectic and crowded day for very many people. We
are in the strange position of having more leisure than our forebears, yet we seem
to have no time at all. We need to resist the growing secularisation of the Lord's
Day, and to have courage not to take the line of least resistance.

A day of worship
The Lord's Day presents us with greatly needed opportunities for worship, Bible
study and profitable reading. We are urged "forsake not the assembling of
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yourselves together". This is the day when the Lord is specially pleased to bless
His Word to His believing people.

What influence shall we have for Christ if we spend our Sundays just like the
non-Christian? The effective Christians are found amongst those who honour the
Lord's Day and use it to His glory. Let it be a day with a difference, the best day
of the week.

"This is the Day the Lord has made,
He calls the hours His own;
Let Heaven rejoice, let earth be glad,
And praise surround His Throne."
(Watts)

---e---

• THE SHULAMITE:
THE BACKSLIDER'S REPOSE •

Part I

J. NORTH (Totton, Hants.)

AS we continue our studies of the Lord's dealings with His people who are in this
condition, that is, the spiritual condition of backsliding, I want us now to turn to
one who is not an actual character, but one who appears in this love song that was
written by Solomon, the Shulamite in the Song of Solomon.

We are told that Solomon wrote 1005 songs but these have not been preserved
for us. However, this book of Holy Scripture has been preserved and is given the
title of "The Song of Songs". Why is this? Because it is not just an eastern love
song, but it is a song of loves which speaks of the love of Christ for His church.
It is the best of subjects, therefore it is the Song of Songs. It is a book within the
Scriptures of Truth, there it is the Song of Songs. It is a book written under the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit, therefore, it is the Song of Songs.

In this book Solomon, great David's son, typifies great David's greater Son,
even our Lord Jesus Christ. The other main character is the Shulamite maiden, the
one upon whom David sets his love. She pictures the true church of Jesus Christ
who is wooed and won by the Lord Jesus Christ. Jeremiah tells us, "Yea, I have
loved thee with an everlasting love: therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn
thee" (Jeremiah 31 :3). Likewise, the Apostle Paul tells us that "Christ loved, the
church and gave himself for it" (Ephesians 5:25).

There are other characters who appear from time to time in this book. We will
consider them in course as we move through this chapter of Scripture.
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It is a book which speaks of the eternal love which Christ had for His church
and it is a book which speaks of the eternal security of the church in the Lord
Jesus Christ.

"What from Christ that soul can sever,
Bound by everlasting bands?
Once in him, in Him for ever;
Thus the eternal covenant stands.
None shall pluck thee
From the Strength of Israel's hands."

But as we move through this chapter, and as we also know from Christian
experience, we will see that although the security of the child of God and the
church is everlastingly fixed in Christ Jesus, they can, they do and they will turn
aside from the Lord Jesus Christ and backslide from Him. This chapter, however,
is about the Lord bringing back His beloved to a place of repose in Him.

There are seven things to notice in this chapter:

1. Love declared (verse 2)
2. Love denied (verse 3)
3. Love demonstrated (verses 4 and 5)
4. Love departed (verse 6)
5. Love disgraced (verse 7)
6. Love desolate (verses 8 and 9)
7. Love described (verse lOff.)

1. Love declared
"I sleep, but my heart waketh: it is the voice of my beloved that knocketh, saying,
Open to me, my sister, my love, my dove, my undefiled: for my head is filled with
dew, and my locks with the drops of the night" (Song of Solomon 5:2).

The picture that is here drawn by the Spirit of God is that of the eastern
household. It is night-time. All the duties of the day have been undertaken and the
family is now at rest. The family is asleep, the domestic animals have been
brought into the house, the door has been locked and the Shulamite maiden has
washed herself, she has put off her coat, that is, her outer garments. She is now
by herself in her bed, asleep and dreaming. Into her dream comes this loud
knocking sound and in her dreams she dreams that she not only hears the sound
of knocking, but she can hear the voice of her beloved. Suddenly, she is awake!
It was no dream! There is knocking at the door. She can actually hear his voice
calling for her to open the door. She has been awakened by her beloved. But what
was her condition?

• The Shulamite is in the night.
• The door of her abode has been closed and locked.
• The Shulamite is at ease.
• The Shulamite is fast asleep.
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Is not this a picture and a description of the backsliding Christian? It is the dark
night of the soul. There is no longer that bright fellowship she once enjoyed with
her Lord and master. "Thus saith the Lord; I remember thee, the kindness of thy
youth, the love of thine espousals, when thou wentest after me in the wilderness,
in a land that was not sown" (Jeremiah 2:2). Oh, those days when you first
professed faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. You knew the love of the Lord Jesus in
your heart, but now there is a coldness towards the Lord Jesus Christ. There is no
longer that first love that you had. Indeed, the Lord Jesus says to the church at
Ephesus: "Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy
first love" (Revelation 2:4). Here was a church that was thoroughly orthodox, it
had been commended by the Lord Jesus Christ. Ah, but there is that
"Nevertheless". That word of warning; that word of rebuke: Thou hast left thy
first love. Other things were more important to the church at Ephesus and they
had drifted away from the Lord Jesus Christ. And this was the position of the
Shulamite here in this chapter of the Song of Solomon.

The felt presence of the Lord Jesus Christ is no longer experienced. The door
of the heart is firmly shut against the pleadings of the Lord Jesus. The heart is cold
and indifferent to His presence. The heart is closed like that of the church at
Laodicea. And the Lord says to the angel or minister of that church: "Behold, I
stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will
come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me" (Revelation 3:20).
Remember, this message of the risen Lord Jesus Christ is not addressed to
unbelievers. It is not addressed to those who are outside the covenant of grace. It
is addressed to those who are members of Christ; who are members of the Church
of Christ Jesus. It has nothing to do with the presentation of the gospel!

Such is the state of these believers that the door of their hearts are closed to the
promptings of the Spirit of God. It was night in that church and congregation, and
the soul is .taking its ease. Says Amos: "Woe to them that are at ease in Zion"
(Amos 6:1).

The next step is sleep. The Shulamite maiden says, "I. ~leep, but my heart
waketh" I sleep! Sleepy Christians! "Yet a little sleep, a ljtle slumber, a little
folding of the hands to sleep: so shall thy poverty come as one that travelleth, and
thy want as an armed man" (Proverbs 6:10-11).

But what is the response of the Lord Jesus Christ'? What does the Lord do to
and for the sleepy soul? He declares his love for her: "Open to me, my sister, my
love, my dove, my undefiled".

He urges a response from her. He says, "Open - open to me". He is not satisfied
with separation from His beloved. He desires the restoration of communion with
His beloved. He desires the restoration of fellowship. When Adam and Eve
disobeyed God in the garden of Eden, the Lord called out, "Adam, where art
thou?". Fellowship had been broken by sin and rebellion, but it was restored in
blood. The blood was shed and Adam and Eve were clothed by God in coats of
skin and a redeemer was promised (ct. Genesis 3).
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To the Shulamite Solomon says, "Open". To the sleepy Christian Christ says,
"Awake". "Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead,
and Christ shall give thee light" (Ephesians 5:14). Awake to Christ! Awake to
fellowship!

Secondly, He describes His beloved. Solomon claims possession, he claims
ownership. Four times in this verse Solomon describes his beloved as "Mine".
She is his sister: "Open to me, my sister". The child of God is part of God's
family. They have been adopted into the family. They are also born into that
family of God by the new birth. There is a familiar relationship. Then Solomon
says, "Open to me ... my love". Here the relationship goes one step further. It is
a love relationship. Not an arranged marriage. Marriages were arranged for
princes and rulers for political reasons. Love never entered the equation. But here
is a love match! "Christ loved the church and gave himself for it" (Ephesians
5:21). "God so loved the world ... " (John 3:16). "Behold what manner of love
the Father hath bestowed upon us that we should be called the sons of God"
(1 John 3:1). See how the Scriptures of Truth speak of the love of God. Then
Solomon adds two further claims. "Open to me ... my dove". The dove is the
symbol of peace. Ah, but we are enemies of God. No longer is the church at
enmity with God. Christ has brought about reconciliation and we have peace with
God. "Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ" (Romans 5:1). And finally, He claims her as His own because
she is undefiled: "Open to me ... my undefiled". What a far cry from Song of
Solomon 1:5 where the Shulamite says that she is black but comely. She goes on
to say, "Look not upon me, because I am black, because the sun hath looked upon
me" (Song of Solomon 1:6). She is burnt by the sun, so is everyone burnt by sin.
Now she is undefiled. She is without sin. How? Only by the shed blood of Christ.

So Christ claims His people. "But now thus saith the Lord that created thee, 0
Jacob, and he that formed thee, 0 Israel, Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, I
have called thee by thy name; thou art mine" (Isaiah 43: 1). The Christian believer
is described: My sister, my love, my dove, my undefiled. Oh, she belongs to
Christ. Christ beholds that beauty that is within. She is undefiled. That purity
within is the imputed righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ.

And lastly, He gives His reason why the Shulamite should open to him: "For
my head is filled with dew, and my locks with the drops of the night". What is it
that Solomon is saying to the Shulamite maiden? What is Christ saying to the
church? He speaks of His head being filled with dew and the locks being covered
with the drops of night. This speaks of two things; viz. the humiliation of Christ
and the dark night through which the Lord Jesus Christ passed for His people. We
read in the Book of the Prophet Daniel that Nebuchadnezzar was cast out of his
palace and that he was covered with the dew of heaven for a number of years. He
was brought low and humiliated. The Lord Jesus Christ was brought low. He was,
as Paul tells us, found in fashion as a man. He humbled Himself and became
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. Philip when speaking to the
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Ethiopian Eunuch, saw he was reading from the Septuagint version of Isaiah 53,
"In his humiliation his judgment was taken away: and who shall declare his
generation? For his life is taken from the earth" (Acts 8:33; cf. Isaiah 53:7-8). The
dew speaks of His humiliation. The drops of the night speak of the soul suffering
through which the Lord Jesus passed. It was truly a dark night for Him when He
who knew no sin was made sin for us, when He cried out under a sense of
desertion by God his Father, "My God, My God, why hast thou forsaken me?".

"But none of the ransomed ever knew
How deep were the waters crossed;
Nor how dark was the night that the Lord passed through
E're He found His sheep that was lost.
Out in the desert He heard its cry -
Sick and helpless, and ready to die."

And here in this verse Solomon is pointing out all the reasons as to why she
should rise and open the door to him. How much more the Lord Jesus points out
the reasons to His people why they should hear His voice and open the door, thus
the Lord Jesus coming in and supping with them (Revelation 3:20). It is as if the
Lord Jesus is saying to the backsliding soul, "I have loved you, you are mine, I
have suffered for you, therefore open to me".

And what is the Shu1amite maiden's response?

2. Love denied
"I have put off my coat; how shall 1 put it on? I have washed my feet; how shall
I defile them?" (Song of Solomon 5:3).

The Shu1amite maiden responds the call of her beloved, and begins to make
excuse as to why the door cannot be opened. And yet, there are glimpses even
here of stirrings within the soul.

First, her excuses for not opening: "I have put off my coat. I have washed
my feet." What is she saying to Him? Or what is the church saying to the Lord
Jesus Christ?

"I have put off my coat." The church of Jesus Christ is clothed in fine white
linen which is, says John, the righteousness of saints, that is, the righteousness of
Christ; not their own righteousness for they have none of their own. It is Paul's
exhortation to put on Christ. "The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us
therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of light. Let
us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering
and wantonness, not in strife and envying. But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ,
and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof' (Romans 13: 12
14). "For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.
There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male
nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus" (Ga1atians 3:27-28). "Lie not one to
another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds; And have put on
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the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created
him" (Colossians 3:9-10). You see what the Apostle Paul is saying in these verses?
That it is the Christian's privilege to be clothed in the righteousness of Christ.
That they are to "put on" the Lord Jesus and be found in Him, not having their
own righteousness. But what says the Shulamite? I have put off my coat. She says
that she no longer has that righteousness. But, of course, the Christian beUever
always has the righteousness of Christ. What she is really saying is that she does
not wish to have that righteousness. She does not wish to have that close
fellowship. She no longer wishes for the nearness of her beloved. But even with
that statement there comes the stirring within the heart and the question is raised
within, How shall I put it on?

She then says, "I have washed my feet". Paul, when speaking of the Christian's
armour speaks of the feet being shod with the gospel of peace. "And your feet
shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace" (Ephesians 6: 15). But the
Shulamite maiden has taken off her shoes. (Shoes, by the way, in the ancient
Middle East denoted membership of the family. It was the slave who walked
about in the household in bare feet, not members of the family. - Remember how
the Prodigal Son was given the best robe and shoes for his feet.) But she has put
off her shoes. The backsliding Christian is represented here as no longer having a
desire for the gospel of peace. Oh, she has really wandered far from the Lord.

But there are the stirrings within. From deep within her heart something is
stirred and a cry goes out to her beloved: How shall I put it on? How shall I defile
them?

"It is the Lord, enthroned in light,
Whose claims are all divine,
Who has undisputed right
To govern me and mine.

It is the Lord, whose matchless skill
Can from afflictions raise
Matter eternity to fill
With ever-growing praise

How can my soul, with hopes like these,
Be sullen, or repine?
My gracious God, take what Thou please,
But teach me to resign."

It is the Lord who stirs the slothful soul, who causes that questioning to raise
up, who gives the desire to return from the wilderness, from the night, from soul
darkness. It is the Lord who causes those questions that were asked by the
Shulamite maiden to rise up in the heart.

But the Lord has many lessons to teach His beloved. He desires that the
fellowship be restored but He restores it in such a manner that she will make that
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confession which is to be found at the end of this chapter: Yea, He is altogether
lovely. Well, how does He do this?

3. Love demonstrated
"My beloved put in his hand by the hole of the door, and my bowels were moved
for him. I rose up to open to my beloved; and my hands dropped with myrrh, and
my fingers with sweet smelling myrrh, upon the handles of the lock" (Song of
Solomon 5:4-5).

The one knocking at the door ofthe Shularnite maiden's house demonstrates his
love. He gives an indication of his love to her. He puts his hand by the door handle
where there is a hole in the door. She sees the outline of his hand. She sees the
movements of his fingers. The scent of myrrh is on his hands and that fragrance
is left on the door handle. She is moved by what she sees and the aroma of her
beloved, so she rises from her bed and places her hands on the door and when she
touches the place where his hands have been, the fragrance of myrrh attaches
itself to her. Oh how she yearns for him. How she longs for his presence. Likewise
the true believer in the Lord Jesus Christ longs for His presence on her returning
from that place were fellowship has been broken. Oh the stirrings in the heart, the
longings for the renewal of fellowship. Oh, the desire for His person. And what is
the soul brought to consider? The myrrh! The myrrh that speaks of the sufferings
of Christ Jesus our Lord.

Myrrh, in the Scriptures, speaks of suffering. In the gospel records we have
myrrh mentioned three times: "And when they were come into the house, they saw
the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshipped him: and
when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, and
frankincense, and myrrh" (Matthew 2:11). Then we read: "And they gave him to
drink wine mingled with myrrh: but he received it not. And when they had crucified
him, they parted his garments, casting lots upon them, what every man should take"
(Mark 15:23-24), and finally: "And there came also Nicodemus, which at the first
came to Jesus by night, and brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about an hundred
pound weight. Then took they the body of Jesus, and wound it in linen clothes with
the spices, as the manner of the Jews is to bury" (John 19:39-40). Each of these
verses telling us of the sufferings of the Lord Jesus Christ. And there is the verse in
Psalm 45 which speaks of myrrh: "Thou lovest righteousness, and hatest
wickedness: therefore God; thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness
above thy fellows. All thy garments smell of myrrh, and aloes, and cassia, out of
the ivory palaces, whereby they have made thee glad" (verses 7 and 8), telling us
that the whole of the life and ministry of the Lord Jesus was that of suffering.
Suffering in His active obedience and suffering also in His passive obedience. The
fragrance of the myrrh reminds us of the suffering of the Lord Jesus for His church.
Oh, when the Lord Jesus visits His people it is to remind them of His sufferings.

But there is more: "My beloved put in his hand by the hole of the door". It was
the hand of Jesus that the beloved experienced. The hand that speaks of the Lord's
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strength towards His people. Just as Israel were redeemed out of Egypt with a
strong hand, so the church is redeemed by the strong Redeemer, "with a strong
hand, and with a stretched out arm" (Psalm 136: 12). That hand also speaks of the
work of the Redeemer. It is with the hands that the workman works. The Lord's
hands were laid upon the sick, upon the impotent, upon the blind. It was with His
hands that the Lord took up the little maid, saying unto her, "Talithi cumi, little
maid, I say unto thee arise". And here in this verse Solomon is reminding the
Shulamite that as king and shepherd he has been out all night caring for the sheep.
So the Lord Jesus Christ cares for His church and people. He has undertaken the
work of redemption on their behalf and He continues His priestly work for them
for "he ever liveth to make intercession for them".

The hand speaks finally of the holding power of Christ. Solomon's desire to his
beloved was that she open the door of the house so that he could enter and hold
her in his loving embrace. The Lord Jesus always holds His people. He holds
them safe and secure and will one day present them faultless before the presence
of His great glory with exceeding joy.

She saw the outline of his hand. She saw the movement. The awakened soul,
the returning backslider, joys to see and experience not only the "footsteps of the
flock" but also the hands of the Lord at work in their heart.

When we are tempted in a way of growing cold in the things of God, let us draw
nigh to Him and consider His work of suffering on the behalf of His people.

---e---

• BOOK REVIEWS •

Repent and Believe. Pocket Puritan Series.Thomas Brooks.The Banner ofTruth Trust. pp. 94,
paperback. £3.25. ISBN 978 84871 019 I

This very small paperback is taken from Precious Remedies Against Satan's Devices - The Works of
Thomas Brooks, Volume I. The Puritans were a group originally named because of their efforts to
purify the church during the reign of Elizabeth I.Writing on the back cover of the book, Rev. Sinclair
Ferguson says,"To read the works of a Puritan doctor of the soul is to enter a rich world of spiritual
theology to feed the mind".

Brooks says that Satan has two ways of keeping us in our lost and condemned state. Firstly, he
persuades us that repentance is easy and secondly that believing in Christ is impossible.

He sets out five remedies against Satan's suggestion that repentance is easy - e.g., Remedy 3.
"The third remedy against this device of Satan is seriously to consider that repentance is a
continued act. The word repent implies the continuation of it. True repentance inclines a man's
heart to perform God's statutes always, even unto the end.... Repentance is no transient act, but
a continued act of the soul. ... "

In answer to Satan's five devices to stop sinners believing on Jesus Christ, Brooks sets out other
remedies and counter-arguments. Remedy I. "You may be confident of this, that God never made
Satan one of His privy council, God never acquainted him with the names of persons of such that
He has set His love upon to eternity."

At the end of the book, there is a brief biography ofThomas Brooks by S. M. Houghton, who says
his name and his works are sufficiently esteemed to secure him an enduring place in the hearts of
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knowledgeable Christians and some might even award him a topmost niche among the choicest
spirits of the 17th century. I heartily recommend this book. It was a blessing to my soul. T.M.B.

The Preaching of Jonathan Edwards. John Carrick. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 460,
c1othbound. £ 17.00. ISBN 973 0 85151 983 8.

This is a systematic analysis, both broad and deep, of Edwards' preaching by Dr. John Carrick who
is an Associate Professor at a Presbyterian Theological Seminary in the USA and who has
experience of ministry in England and America. He says that a consistent feature of Edwards'
preaching was to show the sovereignty of God and the responsibility of man, and shows this in 28
chapters under headings such as: Introductions, Illustrations, Conclusions, Imagery, Repetition,
Categories of Hearers, Instruction and Example.

Behind the detail Carrick gives the background of Edwards' times in New England (then still a
British colony), 1703-1758, and the impact the Age of Reason was making on religious thought.That
the times Edwards lived in were very different in many ways from ours is brought out by the fact
that his sermons usually lasted between one and one and a half hours and that his almost unfailing
daily routine involved thirteen hours' study. Carrick traces the disadvantages which this rigid
practice brought on Edwards' ministry, and he does not shrink from criticizing Edwards' aloofness
which resulted in shortcomings in his pastoral care. ''The greatest and godliest have faults and flaws.
Jonathan Edwards is no exception" (page 450).

This is not a book of adulation. The author shows his scholarship by being clear in his writing
and balanced in his judgements, giving full examples from Edwards' preaching to support his
arguments. Critics of Edwards are also given a fair hearing.Jonathan Edwards was a philosopher and
theologian, but it is his preaching for which he is best known and he had an ability to combine great
profundity of thought with great simplicity of expression.

The value of this book is not as a manual for preachers, but as something to be enjoyed and
thought about, bringing benefit to preachers and hearers alike. G.F.H.H.

The Unusual Suspects. Richard Gibson. Christian Focus Publications. pp. 184, paperback.
£6.99. ISBN 978 I 845504144.

It is importart to read the introduction to the book and refer to the glossary of terms if you are
unfamiliar with Jewish culture.

The twenty-five accounts of Jews who came to know Christ are interesting to read but they also
help those who are Gentile believers to understand the difficulties. There are many common
features but each person has a unique path they have followed. It has been a tough experience for
them, as they confronted their tradition with life in Christ. Their "Jewishness" and belief in Yeshua
were a conflict but it is encouraging to see how they all arrive at the same conclusion. May many
more Jews (and Gentiles) come to find fulfilment in their life in Christ. P.S.K.

Jour...ey - Psalms for Pilgrim people. Alec Motyer. Inter-varsity Press. pp. 166,
paperback. £8.99. ISBN 978 I 84474 355 I.

Alec Motyer's writing is always rewarding and full of valuable teaching. Psalms 120-134 describe
themselves as "Songs of Ascents" 'and the belief is that the pilgrims sang them on their way to
the Feasts of the Lord held in Jerusalem. The author groups these psalms into threes - explaining
that the leading psalm in each triad recalls the trial of life; the second points to an all sufficient God
and the third brings us "home". It is an interesting approach and a profitable study as on the way
the reader is reminded that our God is not unmindful of our life, but is always ready to support
and direct.
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To conclude the book, Psalms 135-136 are added because they speak of the Passover which
created pilgrims on that night in Egypt - the blood, the feast and the clothing - a picture for
Christians today. It will take a ready mind to study with Alec, but the benefit is worth the effort.

P.S.K.

John Calvin and His Passion for the Majesty of God. John Piper. Inter-Varsity Press.
pp. 59, paperback. £4.99. ISBN 978 I 84474 356 8.

This little book is the story of Calvin's life, so written as to make clear his central passion for the
supremacy and majesty of God. Piper says that this is what is missing from modern evangelicalism
with its self-centred approach to salvation. Piper contrasts this with the teachings of the 16th
century reformers.

The book was originally published in The Legacy of Sovereign Joy: God's Triumphant Grace in the lives
ofAugustine, Luther and Ca/vino Bible quotations are from the English Standard Version. There is a
clear, short forward by Gerald Bray. The book is well produced, good value for money, lucid and
very readable. it would be good as an introduction to Calvin and as a reminder of the need to
centre our lives and preaching round the glory of God. • GD.M.

How Effective Sermons Begin. Ben Awbrey. Christian Focus Publications. pp. 383,
paperback. £ I0.99. ISBN 978 I 845550 374 I.

Many ministers of the Gospel and tutors in theological colleges have, over the years, sought to
instruct others in the "art" of preaching.volumes without number have been written on the subject
and still they continue to flow from the presses. To this writer they nearly all seem to miss the
point; viz. that preaching cannot be taught by man but only by the Spirit of God.The rules of oratory
can be taught which enable a person to stir up his hearers in the religious, secular, political, etc.,
realm. The power of oratory is great, but a wise minister of the Gospel does not use that power
but seeks his power from the Lord.

The book before us seeks to set before the aspiring preacher the need to catch the attention of
the hearer in the opening sentences of the sermon for without doing that, his preaching, says the
author, will be in vain. The author spends in excess of 300 pages explaining why this is necessary.
True, the author speaks about the work of the Holy Spirit being necessary in the application of the
Word of God in preaching but this appears to this reviewer as just paying lip service to the Holy
Spirit. The all important thing to the writer is to have the correct format then there is sure to be
success in the work of the ministry and the introduction to the sermon is the most important part.

We care not for such ideas! True preaching begins with prayer. This is followed by a knowledge
of the Word of God, a knowledge of sinful self and a knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. How do
effective sermons begin? They can only begin when the preacher/minister has the experience of
Isaiah chapter 61.And until that occurs all the reading of "how to" books will be of no avail.

J.E.N.

PaUl, The Wise Preacher, and Moses, Man of God. Carine MacKenzie. Christian Focus
Publications. pp. 32, paperback. Each £ 1.99. ISBN 978 I 84550 382 6 and 978 I 84550 381 9.

Both these titles, aimed at young children, are "accurately retold from the Bible".The major events
in the lives of each character are recorded in chronological order, and simple application is made.
In neither case does the author go beyond Scripture (for instance, no mention is made of the
legends concerning Paul's later life and death), nor does she include everything Scripture tells us
(such as the death of Moses and its cause).As stories to read to young children, or for slightly older
ones to read for themselves, these are most suitable, and illustrated with colourful scenes.

E.J.M.
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Christ and the Future. Dr. Cornelius P. Venema. The Banner of Truth Trust, pp. 240,
paperback. £7.50. ISBN 978 I 84871 008 5

In the exposition of "end-time events", it is often the case that we are given, especially in the works
of modern theologians, views which are simply "updated" and simplified (!). Once one's views are
settled, perhaps after many years, it takes courage to examine the Scriptures afresh. How many of
us have made a daily search of the Scriptures to see "if these things were so"(Acts 17: II )? Are our
minds "open all hours" or, so far as Biblical Eschatology is concerned, have we "shut up shop"?

This book is without doubt a superior work of biblical scholarship, yet the style is uncomplicated
and Dr.Venema deals with his subject in a most penetrating way. Dr. Sinclair B. Ferguson has written:
"He does not shrink from tackling the hard questions that arise. Nor is he intimidated by the heavy
artillery behind some of the views which he believes to be unbiblical." In eleven chapters he
examines all aspects of his subject (Signs of the Times, the Anti-Christ, all the Millennial views,
Resurrection,Judgment, Eternal Punishment and the Final State state, etc.). In the last chapter, "The
Rich Inheritance of the New Creation", he writes:"The rich diversity of peoples, together with the
works and accomplishments of those who have been among the leaders of the nations, will
contribute significantly in the splendour of the new heaven and new earth ... the new creation will
be enriched with the sanctified fruits of human culture." One may be entitled to see these thoughts
as rather speculative.

His theme is "advancement" in all departments. He continues: "Were the new creation to
exclude the diversity of the nations and the glory of the kings of the earth, it would be
impoverished rather than enriched, historically regressive and reactionary rather than progressive.
To express the point in the form of a question: Is it likely that the music of Bach and Mozart, the
painting of Rembrandt, the writing of Shakespeare, the discoveries of science, etc., will be altogether
lost upon life in the new creation?" But perhaps we should, with Charles D.Alexander say, "we are
in the field of imagery. Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor can the mind conceive the glories of
that,eternal world." Also, the "kings", he informs us, are the members of the Christian church; Christ
has made us "kings and priests unto God" (Revelation 1:6).

The publication is a shorter version of his former work on the subject, The Promise of the Future
(ISBN 13 978085151 793 3). Quotations are mainly from the New American Standard Bible. It is a
book to "read, learn and inwardly digest". D.L.J.

Please obtain any books 'reviewed or advertised from your local Christian bookshop, as we
regretfully are not in a position to supply your requirements.
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