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• EDITORIAL • 

Old Series 
No. 2672 

"Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in~he ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, 
where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest 

for your souls" (Jeremiah 6:16) 

"OLD paths" are those which have existed as far back as anyone cares to trace. 
The people who call themselves by God's name are told plainly to "stand" on or 
by these. They are already walking in a certain road. Let them deliberately stop 
walking and station themselves by the roads. Let them step aside in thoughtful 
deliberation and consciously choose the old paths. No command of God is less 
heeded. Most simply ignore the voice of the Lord, and carry on walking. To them 
"old" means only obsolete. In fact it means the opposite, a way tested by the 
experience of many generations. 

"See" means look. A few do stand and look around them, butquickly conclude 
what's right must be what works, and walk on. They do not "ask for the ancient 
paths". They never consider "for we are but of yesterday, and know nothing". 
"Old" here has the idea of eternal. This one path amongst all the paths is 
everlasting, the rest peter out. 

"Wherein is the good way", in the original is the way with a good ending. It 
does not mean good in the sense of the type of path it appears to be now, but the 
end of that way is good. Few heed the warning that all is not as it now seems, and 
that appearances are deceptive. 

Even fewer obey the words "and walk therein". Having ascertained which 
path is the old one they must actually move along it. They love discussing the 
differences, but commitment to one road to the exclusion of the rest is against the 
thinking of our generation. 
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"And ye shall find rest for your souls" contains a command from God to find 
rest for our souls. The words do not signify a hope that they will find rest. Rather 
the meaning is, if obeyed, the consequence will be rest for the soul. The word for 
"rest" is only found here in the Old Testament in this form, and means to cease 
activity, to be at rest. 

The Gospel Magazine has never shifted from the old paths in the last nearly two 
and a half centuries since its first publication in 1766. The best statement of God's 
foreknowledge, predestination, justification, election and final perseverance of 
the believer as the great central doctrines of the faith is found worked out in 
logical detail in the first eight chapters of the Epistle to the Romans, but the great 
apostle is only expounding the teachings of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
These are the old paths, good, and eternally restful for the soul. The sad words 
closing this verse remain as true as when Jeremiah wrote them, "but they said, we 
will not walk therein". 

The Gospel Magazine can only continue bearing witness to the doctrines of 
grace by your help. The best help you could give is to find more readers. We 
appeal above all for your faithful help in prayer to our prayer-answering God, and 
your best endeavours to increase our membership. The Lord reward you with 
good at the end of the old paths you tread, however hard it is at present. 

--·--
• A SERMON • 

BY THE EDITOR 

"0 thou afflicted, tossed with tempest, and not comforted, behold, I will lay thy 
stones with fair colours, and lay thy foundations with sapphires" (Isaiah 54:11) 

THE reference here is to Jerusalem. In the former paragraph she has just been 
addressed as the barren wife. Here she is destined to arise from her ruins and 
become the joy of the whole earth. Of course the primary meaning is to the 
rebuilding which took place under the direction of Nehemiah. But prophecy is not 
exhausted in one meaning. There is a further and spiritual meaning. These words 
must refer to that city of God which is ever arising amid the ruins of all other 
structures. She is watchea by the ever-attentive eye of the great Architect, 
wrought by unseen hands, tested by the constant application of the line of truth 
and the plummet of righteousness, and emerging slowly from heaps of rubbish 
into strength and beauty. A description is given of the pricelessness of the 
structure. And let us not hesitate to make this blessed vision ours. It is put clearly 
within our reach by the-assurance with which the chapter closes, that this is the 
heritage of all the servants of the Lord. 
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Isaiah's central theme is the city, and so throughout his book, the prophet 
makes comparisons between two cities, the other being the worthless city of this 
world. We are thus encouraged to look for "a city which has foundations", as 
Abraham did. 

The pricelessness of the City of God 

The City of God is the name of a book written by Augustine as Rome fell, 
contrasting Roma aeterna, the eternal city, as Romans loved to call the mighty 
city of Rome, founded on her seven hills, with God's city, Jerusalem, which is the 
mother of us all. Augustine's theme is that Rome had collapsed, the city of God 
throve amid the ruins of the empire. The city theme is an integral part of Isaiah's 
vision. Jerusalem is the ideal world centre, contrasted with the world's city. Zion's 
superiority to the city mankind builds without God is brought out by the prophet. 

"Glorious things of thee are spoken, 
Zion, city of our God." 

Ours is David's city, and is being restored in chapter 1:25. Our God is "turning 
his hand" upon her to purge her dross. That is putting Jerusalem in the furnace of 
affliction to restore her original state. Not a word · against David making her 
mighty, or Solomon making her rich, our city is now wretched, storm tossed and 
comfortless, but she is promised redemption and righteousness. Our Saviour is 
"great David's greater son", and this is His city. He is restoring her. 

Our city is the ideal world-centre in chapter 2:2: "The mountain of the Lord's 
house shall be established in the tops of the mountains, and shall be exalted above 
the hills, and all nations shall flow unto it. And many people shall go and say, 
Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord . . . for out of Zion shall 
go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem." We are now 
marginalized, despised, and regarded as finished but refusing to do the decent 
thing and die. But never be fooled, our city is the centre and culmination of the 
ages and of history. 

Our city is a city cleansed. In chapter 4:4, when God "shall have purged the 
blood thereof by the spirit of judgment and by the spirit of burning", Zion is 
receiving at the Lord's hand double for all her sins, that she might not be judged 
with the world's sin-loving city. 

Our city is a joyous city. In chapter 12:1, we praise God through all our 
affliction, "for though thou wast angry with me, thine anger is turned away, and 
thou cornfortest me". It happens when we are saved, born again, and made 
members of God's city, the new Jerusalem. Then we cry, "Behold, God is my 
salvation; I will trust and not be afraid ... therefore with joy shall ye draw water 
out of the wells of salvation. And in that day ye shall say, Praise ye the Lord . . .. 
Sing unto the Lord; for he hath done excellent things." 

In 24: 10 earth's city is destroyed, in confusion, the houses shut up and 
darkened, and mirth departed. It is left in desolation and smitten with destruction. 
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In 25:1, ours is the universal city. Praise God, whose wonderful counsels of old 
are done in faithfulness and truth. He has made the city of earth a heap, a ruin, no 
city. "Therefore shall the strong people glorify thee, the city_ of the terrible nations 
shall fear thee." In "this mountain", Jerusalem, will the Lord destroy "the face of 
the covering cast over all people, and the vail that is spread over all nations". In 
our city God will destroy death and make a feast of fat things. That is the Gospel 
feast our Lord spoke of in His parables. All things are ours and all nations will 
glorify God's city. 

In 26: 1 we have a strong city; salvation will God appoint for walls and 
bulwarks. She is a redeemed city in 35: 10, where the ransomed of the Lord come 
to Zion with songs and everlasting joy, and where sorrow and sighing flee away. 
Then in 4 7: 1 theirs is the fallen city, and God commands her to "come down and 
sit in the dust, 0 virgin daughter of Babylon, sit on the ground". In contrast in 
52:1, ours is the raised city, and God commands her, "Awake, awake; put on thy 
strength, 0 Zion; put on thy beautiful garments, 0 Jerusalem, the holy city". Ours 
is the comforted city in 66: 10, and we are told to rejoice with Jerusalem "and be 
glad with her, all ye that love her". 

The worthlessness of the city of this world 
The nameless, meaningless city of chapter 24: 1-10 is the climax of the description 
in the previous ten chapters, of God's dealings with all the enemies of God in 
this wo_rld. That is why the city is not given a name. Universal judgment is 
coming upon the entire covenant-breaking earth. The way the Lord does this is 
to empty earth, turn it upside down, or literally "distort its faces", making it 
unrecognizable, and scatters the city like Babel. The result is the distortion of all 
class and distinction in society. This is happening around us, with equality laws, 
and removal of differences of gender, class, nationality and religion. Commerce 
ceases as differences between lender and borrower disappear. What replaces it is 
meaninglessness. What an accurate description of today's thinking. 

The song of earths city changes to mourning, and all is defiled because they 
have broken God's covenant and laws, and have changed the ordinance. Nothing 
could better describe what is increasingly happening in our days as they are busy 
changing God's law for man's law. We see earth cursed, the cessation of gladness, 
mirth and joy. And the result is "the city of confusion is broken down". They have 
meaninglessness, for all God's purposes in history are built around the Lord's 
people. Let Babylon, the world's strong city, read her fate in Revelation 18:2: 
"Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, and 
the hold of every foul spirit, and the cage of every unclean and hateful bird." 

"Saviour if of Zion's city 
I through grace a member am, 
Let the world deride or pity, 
I will glory in Thy name; 



The Gospel Magazine 

Fading is the worldling's pleasure, 
All his boasted pomp and show. 
Solid joys and lasting treasure, 
None but Zion's children know." 

We look by faith for a City that has foundations 

77 

Now we are often wretched, storm-tossed, comfortless! This threefold address 
reveals the state of God's people now, the very people for whom the Suffering 
Servant had just suffered and died in the previous vision in chapter 53. "We must 
not be dismayed by seeing the Church of God violently shaken by tempests, and 
weighed down by a load of distresses, and deptjved of all consolations," is 
Calvin's comment. He continues: "Let us remember that these are the very 
circumstances which induce God to give assistance." When God sees we are truly 
afflicted, miserable, storm-tossed, and have received no mercy, then He helps. 
Until these words describe us, no help from God is here promised. 

Affliction is one of the marks God stamps on His people. Godliness saves from 
the wrath to come, but not from present trouble. I received a telephone call 
yesterday from a Christian man who was literally shaking uncontrollably with the 
storm that had just hit him. He was beyond comfort from man, but as we spoke 
together of God's comfort, he gradually grew calmer. Some are lashed with the 
storms of doubts and fears, yet others with inward lusts and corruptions, or with 
rebellion and fretfulness. They know the storms of guilt and despondency, gloomy 
forebodings and fears of the future. They are driven off course, the sun, moon and 
stars obscured. They lose the comfort of God's presence, and all bright 
manifestations of Jesus. They have no hope of reaching harbour. But the great 
mark of God's dealings is that we get beyond comfort from man. God does this 
deliberately, so He alone can comfort us. We children of God live every day like 
that, waiting patiently on God to still our storms, sweeten our afflictions, and do 
what no man on earth can do. 

We could walk out of all this trouble tomorrow, but are willing rather to suffer 
affliction with the people of God than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season. 
Like Darwin, we could turn renegade on God's city, and leg it for Babylon. 
It is easy to be like the Psalmist in Psalm 73, "envious at the prosperity of the 
foolish .. . they are not in trouble as other men, neither are they plagued like other 
men .... Behold, these are the ungodly, who prosper in the world." But we say, 
"If I forget thee, 0 Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her cunning .. .. If I prefer 
not Jerusalem above my chief joy." Why is all this? ltis because we remember 
the promises in the Gospel that God makes to His suffering children, "Behold, I 
will lay thy stones with fair colours", meaning "soon I will turn your sorrow into 
joy, tears into triumphs". 

"I will lay thy stones with fair colours." What a list of precious stones! The 
meaning of these various words is uncertain, even with increased knowledge 
today, and sapphires could be turquoise, and lapis lazuli be agates. Precious stones 
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are formed in the deep places of the earth. That is why many of the great ancient 
population centres of the world are built on fault lines in the earth's crust. There 
the ancients discovered the precious things of the depths, forced to the surface by 
tectonic plate movement. These jewels are, after all, only ordinary earth, subject 
to vast pressures and extreme heat. Crystals are held in dark, sunless, airless, 
prison-like caverns where they lie unseen and undreamed of for many years. 
When most gems are first uncovered they are not of obvious worth, but when they 
are cut, polished, and mounted, they become most desirable and valuable. They 
thus have a special fitness to be a picture of the afflicted people of God. The whole 
city is built of these stones, not just the foundations. 

"Fair colours ~ ' is the word "puk", which is a black powder like mascara 
women used to beautify their eyes. No builder would build foundations with such 
a substance, so the whole picture is figurative, Jerusalem descending from heaven 
as a bride. The idea can be seen in the name of Job's beautiful daughter, Karen
Happuch, the hom or summit of antimony. Blue sapphires and the precious, 
delicate black stibium are put together, giving a picture of outstanding beauty. 
Foundations give stability, and what underpins God's city is the beauty of the love 
of Christ. Like Abraham, every chosen, called, child of God looks for a city that 
hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God. Dissatisfied in heart, they 
wander as lost sheep until they come to the city of God, founded on love. 

"Windows of agates" is perhaps battlements or pinnacles. The word is actually 
"suns", and could mean the reflection of the sun on her towers, but is explained 
in Jewish commentaries as "windows" admitting the sun. They could be windows, 
as they are semi-translucent stones, but the better idea is of agates or lapis lazuli, 
of sparkling beauty. "And thy gates of carbuncles. " The exact meaning of this 
word has been unknown for most of two millennia, but it signifies sparkling 
jewels. The sheer beauty of the city is summed up as, "and all thy borders of 
pleasant stones". Our word for this is precious stones, or gemstones, and it sums 
up the exquisite and dazzling beauty, the magnificence, purity, strength, solidity 
and preciousness of the city. Eastern ideas are not meant to be scrutinized or 
minutely pressed for precise spiritual meaning, not even Christ's parables. 

"Behold! The mountain of the Lord, 
In latter days shall rise 
On mountain tops above the hills, 
And draw the wondering eyes." 

"And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high mountain, and shewed 
me that great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God, having 
the glory of God: and her light was like unto a stone most precious, even like a 
jasper stone, clear as crystal." 

Which city is yours? Will you have them write down that this man was born 
there of the Spirit of God? Or be a member of the city Babylon, "Whose sins have 
reached unto heaven? For strong is the Lord God who judgeth her. Rejoice over 
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her, thou heaven, and ye holy apostles and prophets: for God hath avenged you on 
her. And a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone, and cast it into the 
sea, saying, Thus, with violence shall that great city Babylon be throw down, and 
shall be found no more at all." 

---·---

• FOR YOUNGER READERS • 

CARINE MACKENZIE 

MEEKNESS NOT WEAKNESS 

WHEN a grown-up asks you to put your toys away tidily, do you do it quickly and 
gently or do you roughly throw them into the toy-box complaining noisily? Do 
you treat your friends with courtesy and respect? Do you speak with gentle words 
instead of being rude and angry? 

The Bible speaks about the gracious gift of the Holy Spirit called meekness. 
This word is not the same as servile weakness - it is in fact just the opposite -
showing great inner strength given by God. 

Meekness is first and foremost submitting to God~s will- putting God before 
ourselves. "Humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God," Peter writes to the 
church (1 Peter 5:6). A meek spirit will be shown in how we deal with others; 
gentle and humble in obeying our parents and teachers, courteous and considerate 
with our brother and sister and friend. Even a simple thing like saying "Please" or 
"Thank you" will show meekness. 

Moses is well-known as a meek man, more meek that any other man living 
at that time. When his brother Aaron and sister Miriam spoke against Moses, he 
did not retaliate angrily. He left God to deal with them. When God punished 
Miriam for her rebellion by the disease of leprosy, Moses prayed earnestly to God 
for her recovery. 

Stephen did not retaliate when the crowd was stoning him. He prayed that the 
Lord would forgive his attackers. What an amazing spirit of meekness given to 
him by God. A meek and quiet spirit is described as an ornament which is of great 
value to God, much more beautiful that any jewellery. 

The greatest example of meekness is the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. "I am 
meek and lowly in heart," He says as He invites troubled sinners to come to 
Himself to find rest. His submission to his Father's will as He approached His 
suffering for sinners on the cross is the supreme example of meekness. He said, 
"Not my will, but thine, be done" (Luke 22:42). All through His life He showed 
meekness. He did not retaliate or complain, "Who when he was reviled, reviled 
not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him that 
judgeth righteously" (1 Peter 2:23). 

Jesus showed such consideration and gentleness in his dealing with people -
the woman of Samaria, Zacchaeus and many others. 
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God has promised many blessings to those who display meekness, the fruit of 
the Spirit. God "will beautify the meek with salvation" (Psalm 149:4). "The meek 
will he guide in judgement: and the meek will he teach his way" (Psalm 25:9). 
The meek "shall inherit the earth" (Matthew 5:5). 

The world may look on meekness as being weak and ineffective but actually 
meekness is the source of true happiness. "The meek shall inherit the earth and 
shall delight themselves in the abundance of peace" (Psalm 37: 11). 

BffiLESEARCH 

Find the missing words. The initials of your answers will spell out the names of 
two people mentioned in the story. 

1. The Lord lifteth up the _____ : he casteth the wicked down to the 
ground. (Psalm 147:6). 

2. Brethren if a man be in a fault, ye which are spiritual restore 
such an one in the spirit of meekness ... (Galatians 6: 1). 

3. ye the Lord all ye meek of the earth which have wrought his 
judgement (Zephaniah 2:3). 

4. Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the _____ (Matthew 5:5). 

5. The meek shall eat and be _____ : (Psalm 22:26). 

6. To speak evil of no man, to be no brawlers, but gentle, _____ all 
meekness unto all men (Titus 3:2). 

7. The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; because the Lord hath anointed me to 
preach good unto the meek ... (Isaiah 61:1). 

8. Lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness and receive with 
meekness the word, which is able to save your souls (James 
1:21). 

9. Follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, _____ meekness 
(1 Timothy 6:11). 

10. And Mary said, Behold the ____ _ of the Lord; be it unto me 
according to thy word (Luke 1 :38). 

11. Be ye all of one mind, having compassion on of another, love as brethren, 
be pitiful, be courteous, not rendering evil for (1 Peter 3: 
8, 9). 

12. Father if thou be willing remove this cup from me: _____ not my will 
but thine be done (Luke 22:42). 
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• RETURNING TO OuR FIRST LovE • 

ARCHIBALD ALEXANDER 

(With acknowledgements to Reformation Heritage Books, 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, USA) 

"Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first 
love. Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the 

first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy 
candlestick out of his place, except thou repent" (Revelation 2:4-5) 

ALTHOUGH our blessed Saviour never wrote any thing Himself for the church, 
yet we have in the evangelists many of His discourses in substance, if not entire; 
and here we have seven epistles, dictated by Him, and communicated to His 
beloved John, after His ascension to glory. The first of these was addressed to the 
church at Ephesus, the capital of proconsular Asia, and the other churches to 
which epistles were addressed, were situated in the vicinity. As the apostle John 
had taken up his abode at Ephesus, these churches would naturally fall under his 
inspection and care. The angels, through whom these epistles were addressed to 
the churches, are commonly supposed to have been the pastors; but a late writer 
of our own country has an ingenious conjecture that these angels were, in fact, the 
messengers of these seven churches who had been sent by them to attend to and 
comfort their beloved apostle in his exile in the island of Patmos. 

Many interpreters, because these epistles are placed as a preface to a book of 
prophecy, have been of the opinion that they were of a prophetical character, 
representing seven successive periods of the history of the Christian church. But 
there is nothing in these letters to the churches of Asia which has the least 
appearance of prediction, except the threatenings and blessings which are 
appended to each epistle. The attempts to apply the supposed prophecies to the 
several periods of the history of the Christian church have utterly failed. Such 
force has been necessary to make out any correspondence between the matter of 
the epistles and the events of history that every impartial reader must see that 
there exists no solid foundation for the opinion that these seven epistles to the 
churches of proconsular Asia were intended to be prophetical. 

It may be satisfactory to some to mention that the name Asia, as that of Europe, 
was at first confined to a comparatively small district, of which Ephesus was the 
capital. Most of the cities to which these epistles were addressed are now in a state 
of utter desolation, and none more so than Ephesus, which was in the days of the 
apostle one of the most celebrated cities in the world. The threatening against the 
church in this place, mentioned in our text, has been most signally fulfilled. Not 
only has the candlestick been removed, but the city in which the church was 
situated is a total ruin. There is something fearful, and at the same time, 
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admonitory, in viewing the utter desolation of many ancient cities, which seemed 
to have as fair a prospect of perpetuity as any which now flourish upon earth. 

Does the same doom await our great cities also? Will the candlestick be 
removed from them? Doubtless, these things were recorded for the admonition and 
warning of all succeeding churches to the end of the world. There is a greater 
uniformity in God's government of cities, churches, and nations than most are 
willing to acknowledge. Without claiming any thing of the spirit of prophecy, it 
may be predicted, that when the cup of iniquity in our large cities is full (and the 
filling goes on very rapidly), they also will become desolate; and the ground now 
so highly appreciated, will become worthless. The churches which have left or 
shall leave their first love and refuse to repent will be removed; no vestige of them 
shall remain, as is literally the fact in regard to Ephesus. Already Ichabod may be 
inscribed on some churches in our land, for the glory is departed. And as it relates 
to the different denominations of evangelical Christians, it may be predicted that 
those which decline most from the truth and from the spirit of genuine piety, will, 
notwithstanding all their efforts to increase, and although they may for a while 
flourish in numbers and wealth, be cast off and be doomed to become desolate. Let 
all Christians, therefore, fear the wrath of that august personage described in the 
first chapter of this book, out of whose-mouth proceeds a sharp two-edged sword. 

Before speaking of the declension of these Ephesian Christians, it will be 
proper to say something of what is here called "first love". The prominent 
characteristic of every soul truly converted to Christianity, is love to the Saviour. 
The faith which is the gift of God, and which is wrought in Christians by the Holy 
Spirit, always works by love. Love is, therefore, set down as the first and principal 
fruit of the Spirit. Now, there is something peculiar in the exercise of this first love 
of the young convert. Its exercise is fervent and tender - not founded, indeed, on 
such accurate views of the character of Christ as are afterwards acquired, and 
commonly less pure from mere natural excitement than that of the mature 
Christian, but accompanied with more joy and exultation. 

These joyful frames, so common in new converts, may be ascribed to several 
causes. The first is the recent transition of the soul from a conviction of 
condemnation, ruin, and helplessness, to a state of favour and reconciliation. 
When the views of the way of salvation are clear, and faith strong, there is 
commonly a joyful persuasion of safety and pardon; and even the hope of pardon 
after a dark season of distress and conscious condemnation is like life from the 
dead. This case is well illustrated by that of a criminal reprieved from death when 
under the gallows. His first feelings will be ecstatic, and though his safety is as 
certain years afterwards, he never will experience the same liveliness of joy. 

Another thing which stamps a peculiarity on the first love of the Christian is the 
novelty of the objects and scenes which are now presented to his enlightened 
mind. All his lifetime he has been in darkness respecting the true nature of 
spiritual things; for "the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, 
for they are foolishness unto him, neither can he know them, because they are 
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spiritually discerned". But now the eyes of his understanding being opened, and 
the true light shining into them, every thing appears new and attractive; and 
sometimes a divine glory is exhibited to the contemplation of the enlightened 
mind. This light is, therefore, called "marvellous" by an apostle, and the love 
which accompanies it partakes of its marvellous nature. "Whom," says the apostle 
Peter, "having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet 
believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory" (1 Peter 1: 8). 

Again, God deals with His children in the infancy of their spiritual life as 
mothers with their children while they are young. They nurse them with tender 
affection, and do everything in their power to render them comfortable. They 
furnish them with the sweetest nutriment, cherish them in their bosoms, carry 
them in their arms, and rock them in the cradle. But when they have been weaned 
and have grown strong, they are turned out to make ends meet for themselves. 
They must now learn to work and endure hardships, and are no longer cherished 
at the breast or dandled on the mother's knee. 

Thus, our heavenly Father, who exercises a warmer and more tender affection 
for His children than the kindest mother, is pleased to deal very tenderly with 
young converts; and often pours streams of divine comfort into their mouldable 
hearts. They are for a season led in smooth and pleasant paths; though dark clouds 
may occasionally come over them, and "weeping may endure for a night; yet joy 
cometh in the morning". In their prayers and other religious exercises, they enjoy 
liberty of access to their heavenly Father; and much of their time is spent in 
grateful songs of praise for redeeming love and converting grace. The state of the 
soul at this period is beautifully expressed by the poet in the hymn which begins: 

"Sweet was the time when first I felt 
The Saviour's pardoning blood .... " 

Earthly things now have little or no attraction. The thoughts and feelings, the 
conversation and actions, are chiefly occupied with religion. These are indeed 
peaceful days, and will be often afterwards remembered with a mournful pleasure, 
when the scene is greatly changed; and especially when inbred corruption grows 
strong, when temptations vex the soul, and when the heart seems to have lost all 
tenderness; and when, instead of joy, darkness and trouble almost overwhelm the 
soul. Then is often uttered the exclamation of Job, "Oh that I were as in months 
past" (Job 29:2). 

The union of the believer to Christ is, in Scripture, often compared to marriage; 
and the joy of the young convert is like the joy experienced in the day of espousals 
Jeremiah 2:2). 

The early days of the true Christian may also be well illustrated by the feelings 
of the newly enlisted soldier. He rejoices in the "pomp and circumstance" of the 
military life; is animated by the sound of martial music, and by the sight of 
splendid banners, and the gorgeous costume of his officers; and leads a life of 
idleness, while his bounty money supplies him with such luxuries as he desires. 
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But how different are the condition and feelings of the same -person when he 
receives marching orders, and especially when-he is led into battle, -when all his 
energies are required, and his life is placed in imminent danger! 

But the change in the Ephesian church of which the ascended Saviour 
complains, and on account of which He bringsa charge against them, is not that 
which naturally occurs by a change of _ circumstances, which may take place 
without any real declension in the vig_QUr. of piety. When He says, "thou hast left 
thy first love", He charges them with actuaLhll€ksliding. And the declension of a 
church supposes that of the members of which it is composed. 

Let us, then, consider the causes and .symptoms of backsliding; and the 
imperative duty of all who may unhappily have fallen into this state. 

Declensions in vital piety are owing to a variety of causes, internal and 
external. Some of these operate in one case and different ones in others; the 
whole, however, may be attributed to the temptations of Satan, the allurements of 
the world, and the inbred corruptions of theneart. Declensions-in religion are very 
commonly produced by too much intercourse with a careless, money-loving, 
pleasure-seeking world. Vital religion is a delicate plant, and, being surro_unded 
by many unfavourable circumstances, is liaoteto receive injury (rom contact with 
a polluted world. He who is clothed_in__garments white and clean will -find it 
difficult to avoid contracting spots which deform and defile his robes when he 
is obliged to live in a filthy house. Piety is not the natural state of the heart, but 
is brought in by a foreign influence, and finds many things inimical fo its 
preservation and growth in . the soul in which it has taken up its abode. 

For a while, at first, the young copvert thinks but little about the business and 
cares of the world. Perhaps he is culpably inatt(!ntiye to those duties which are 
required in making provision for the body.i3ut soon he finds that he must serve 
God in a lawful calling - he must make hogest prQyision for his own wants and 
those of his family. It is hard to pursue the world just as far as duty calls, and then 
to stop. When the efforts to acquire property are successful, a pleasurejs naturally 
experienced in the acquisition of good things. After a while, an undue love of the 
world is apt to be generated insensibty:~evil creeps in insidiously, and nothing 
unjust is thought of; but the undue love of the world, whether of its riches, its 
honours, or its pleasures, will soon injuriously influence the love of the soul to its 
Saviour. The thoughts are too much drawn off from the cont-emplation of divine 
things, and the relish for spiritual duties and enjoyments is sensibly diminished. 
The duties of the closet are no longer anticipated with delight; and the hours 
consecrated to private devotion, which were wont te be the most pleasant in the 
whole day, do not now afford the same comfort as formerly. The lack of 
enjoyment in religious duties, the wandering thoughts in the midst of them, and 
the lack of lively feeling naturally tend to produce a backwardness to engage in 
them, so that were not the person forced, as it were, by conscience to enter his 
closet, he would often omit the duty altogether. But when secret prayer is attended 
to, the person on whom the world has had an undue influence, hurries over the 
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service; and often the omission would be better than the performance, where the 
service is m~rely formal, and the knee is bowed and words uttered without one 
devotional emotion. 

Worldly company and too much occupation in secular affairs are almost sure to 
deaden our pious affections and to disqualify us for spiritual exercises. At first, the 
soul which has in it the "root of the matter," is alarmed at the defect of spiritual 
enjoyment, and makes, it may be, some inefficient efforts to recover the ground 
which has been lost; but these not proving successful, it gives itself up to a kind 
of indifference. It avoids serious reflection on its former state of lively feeling; or 
perhaps is tempted to think that there was more enthusiasm than real religion in 
those joyful frames which were once so highly valued. This temptation derives 
strength from the recollection of our ignorance, and the many false impressions to 
which we were then subject. Just so far as this temptation has influence, the 
backslider loses all present desire of having his former exercises of religion 
renewed. This is a fearful and dangerous delusion. In this state of delusion, the 
person tries to persuade himself that he has lost nothing, that sober thought and 
rational feeling have taken the place of enthusiastic fervours. But where there is 
any spiritual life, there will be se~ns of uneasiness and an irrepressible feeling 
that allis not right. These, however, are but waking moments in the sleep of carnal 
security, into which !he soul has fallen. For the most part, the conscience is lulled 
into a false security and is so little awake to give warning of danger that many 
things now appear to be lawful and innocent, which would have been avoided 
as highly criminal in the time of its first love. Indeed, while in this state of 
slumbering,- you can perceive very little difference between the declining 
professor and the mere moralist who makes no pretensions to religion. The people 
of the world are surprised and gratified to find that those whom they once 
shunned, on account of their seriousness, are so much like themselves, and can 
join with them in frivolous conversation and participate in their amusements 
without scruple. 

But let a lively Christian attempt to engage such persons in spiritual and 
experimental conversation on religion, and see what repugnance they will 
manifest to lay open the state of their hearts. Soon they will contrive to change 
the subject; and while it c-eatinues, they assent with painful feelings, to what 
may be said. "Out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth speaketh." There is no 
surer sign of declension from our first love than an aversion to conversation 
respecting Christ and His-love, and our great obligations to love, honour, and 
praise Him to the utmost of our power. Many leave their first love to Christ, who 
never fall into open transgression, but some are not so much favoured. They are 
"overtaken in a fault", urtdersome sudden temptation, as Peter. Others gradually 
sink ififo a state of carnal security, until like David, they become entangled by 
some insidious lust. When off their guard, the enemy comes in, and presenting the 
bait of sensual pleasure, they are--overcome and remain for a season under the 
dominion of sin. 
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Often it becomes necessary to exclude such from the communion of the church, 
for conduct which is dishonourable to their sacred profession. And the judicious 
exercise of discipline is sometimes made the effectual means of recovering true 
Christians from a state of shameful backsliding. Discipline is not intended for the 
destruction of those on whom it is exercised, but that they may be saved by 
destruction of their pride and sinful propensities. 

A more common means of restoring backsliders is the rod of affliction. The 
reason why God scourgeth every son that He receiveth is because all have faults 
and imperfections, which a kind Father aims to correct by the use of the rod. By 
affliction, the vanity of the world is seen. The infatuation produced by the love of 
the world is broken. In the dark day of adversity, when the idols of the backsliding 
Christian have been snatched away, when sickness has invaded his dwelling, and 
either in his own person or those as dear to him as his own soul, he is excruciated 
with strong pain, and no earthly resource remains on which he can rely for 
consolation, he is filled with sorrow for having departed from the fountain of 
living water and is driven to seek refuge and comfort in the mercy of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

• To BE CoNCLUDED • 

--·--
• PILGRIM PAPERS • 

WELSPRINGS 

"Though I walk in the midst of trouble, thou wilt revive me: 
thou shalt stretch forth thine hand against the wrath of mine enemies, 

and thy right hand shall save me. The Lord will peifect that which concerneth 
me: thy mercy, 0 Lord, endureth for ever: forsake not the works of thine 

own hands " (Psalm 138:7-8) 

REVIVED! SAVED! PERFECTED! 

THIS is a short, but very sweet, Psalm, and is made up of prayer and praise. Like 
all the elect family of grace, David was seldom long at ease. Being delivered out 
of one trial, he soon finds himself in another, and this experience, dear reader, 
brings you and me also to our right place and condition of soul, that without Him 
we can do nothing. It brings us to our proper place as poor and helpless, sinful and 
defiled, prone to wander and bent on backsliding, that the cry is wrung from our 
hearts, "Help me, Lord". 

And thus we learn little by little to rely only and solely upon our unchangeable 
Friend, who is ever at hand to succour, and sustain even unto the end, whilst we, 
alas! are slow and forgetful learners. But the Great Good Shepherd never gives us 
up. He leads as softly as we can endure; He directs our steps and controls our 
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stops, chooses our path; debates with our trials; plucks our feet from danger, and 
when caught in the thicket, releases us; bears the weary, helpless ones on His 
shoulder, and binds up our wounds. Oh, the wonder and glories of His rich grace 
as Lord and Saviour, Shepherd and King! He is interested in all that concerns 
His redeemed children, and says, "He that toucheth you, toucheth the apple of 
mine eye". They are kept by His mighty power, even unto the end, and He will at 
last "present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy" 
(Jude 24). We learn to the last moment of our chequered lives, without Him we 
can do nothing; we are, and have been, "kept by the power of God through faith j 
unto salvation". =i 

It is so, whether we perceive it or not,' and it is very blessed when our Divine - · 
Lord is pleased to exercise us with any particular trial or temptation that we see 
His hand in it. Our Lord is interested in all that concerns every one of His 
redeemed children; nothing befalls them but according to His will. None can 
support them under their trial, but Himself and how blessed it is when our Divine 
Lord, Who has all power in Heaven and in earth, is pleased to exercise us with 
some peculiar trial or temptation to see His hand in it which enables us to say, 
"Himself hath done it". 

It is then that His tried servant is all submission, whilst, if we try to look at 
second causes, we are all rebellion, fretting and chafing at what has come upon 
us, instead of reminding one's soul that no chance has brought this trial and that 
it is God's will, and therefore must be right. He sees what we do not see; He 
knows what we in our finite state cannot apprehend. Oh, how tenderly and 
seasonably the Lord deals in His searchings of the souls of His redeemed! How 
compassionately He speaks in their fears, and bids them to "be not afraid, it is I"; 
and, therefore, "there is nothing for you to be afraid of whilst you have Me with 
you". That was just how He dealt with His poor frightened disciples in the midst 
of the storm and jeopardy of their lives on that little Galilean lake. But they were 
revived, and their Lord saved them from all their danger and distress. 

Revived! saved! and perfected! For our God never does things by halves. He 
will perfect that which concerns any one of His dear children, .and keep them all 
through life's dangers and distresses until the very end, for as David sums up our 
text, "Thy mercy, 0 Lord, endureth for ever", and therefore it is holy argument for 
the oppressed soul to cry out, as if just to put their faithful God into remembrance 
of His promise, "Forsake not the works of thine own hands". It is pleading on sure 
and certain ground, even the ground of His unchangeable character and mercy. 
"Thy mercy, 0 God, endureth for ever." He is a Covenant God who has declared 
of Himself, "My mercy I will not remove, nor alter that thing that is gone out of 
my lips". This, then, dear child of God, is the ground of all your pleadings and 
wrestlings at the mercy seat and upon which you urge your suit: "Forsake not the 
works of thine own hands." It is the triumphing of little faith in a living, promising 
and performing God, who, having begun the good work in you, will finish it, as 
the Apostle Paul said to his Philippian brethren (Philippians 1 :6). 
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There is one more journey which all must take, even in "the valley of the 
shadow of death": but for the redeemed child there is no need to fear. The Lord 
of all your pilgrimage, dear child of God, will be there with you, Who has said, 
"I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee", and, if it were possible, He would 
make Himself more manifest in that most solemn of stages in your journey home. 
The Lord will perfect that which concerneth every redeemed child of His; He will 
complete and carry to a consummation, and, with shoutings of "grace, grace unto 
it", will the top-stone be laid. 

"IN THE MIDST" 

"In the midst." There is much that we might say upon this sacred expression, but 
we must, for the present, confine ourselves to the references of it in the Book of 
Psalms. There we find it mentioned thrice, and all to God's glory. 

If we turn to Psalm 22:22, we find the sweet Psalmist saying: "In the midst of 
the congregation will I praise thee." 

In Psalm 46:5, the sweet promise for the exercised soul: "God is in the midst 
of her, she shall not be moved: God shall help her, and that right early," or, as the 
margin renders it, "when the morning appeareth". So that, dear child of God, if 
you have been going through some night of sorrow or perplexity, rest assured that 
there is a morning of God's deliverance to follow. 

And, lastly, in Psalm 7 4: 12, you find the sweet Psalmist exulting in the praises 
to his own preserving and delivering God: "God is my King of old, working 
salvation in the midst of the earth," and that casts out all thought of fear of trouble 
in the sweet assurance that your God and King is in the midst of His Church, though 
she is walking through tribulation, and therefore they have no cause for fear but can 
confidently say: "The Lord will perfect that which concerneth me," because of His 
own unchangeable love and faithfulness. Revived! Saved! Perfected! 

--·--
• CouNTING THE CosT • 

An Extract from The Diary of James Morrison 
by G. N. M. Collins 

(Edinburgh, 1984) 

J. E. NORTH (Totton, Hants.) 

MR. MORRISON had serious misgivings about modern mass-evangelism. The 
greatest Evangelist of all had often spoken warningly about "counting the cost", 
and in his parable of the Sower had revealed the fate of the seed growing in "stony 
places" - a clear warning against shallowness in religion. In his own life, and 
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throughout his ministry, Mr. Morrison echoed that warning. Like Joseph Alleine, 
he was "insatiably greedy of souls", but he looked askance at the pressurising 
methods of some modem evangelists. He was not misled by the exuberance 
generated at some of these mass meetings, and deplored the high rate of spiritual 
casualty that too often resulted from the drive for "decisions". 

There came to my hands recently a copy of the Moderatorial Address given by 
the Rev. George Mackay, of Fearn, to the Free Church General Assembly of 1923 
- an address described by Dr. Alexander Stewart as being, "whether regarded 
from the viewpoint of matter, or literary form, or method of delivery among the 
best ever heard in that Assembly Hall". I was there as a student when it was 
delivered, and the thrill of that hour was awakened anew in me when, half a 
century later, I read it in print. 

There were revival movements in Scotland at the time, and some of them were 
causing concern because of the absence of conviction of sin and true repentance 
among many of the listed converts. Mr. Mackay, a warm-hearted and greatly used 
evangelist himself, felt moved to sound a note of caution. The temptation to quote 
him is irresistible: 

"There are two elements in the Cross," he declared, "Love and Righteousness, 
and neither should overshadow the other. That there have been remarkable 
religious movements associated with a presentation of the Cross in which the 
Love of God has been made to eclipse His righteousness cannot be denied, but 
allow me to say as one who has come in contact with religious movements, 
commonly called 'revivals,' that such a presentation of the Cross, as I now refer 
to, is not Apostolic, and the type of religious experience produced by such a 
presentation does not represent the imperial vein of Christian experience from the 
days of the Apostles downwards. There is usually little of any 'law work', no 
apprehension of any reality of guilt, no really searching crisis of self-adjustment 
before a holy God, no dying to oneself and becoming alive unto God, no 
brokenness of heart and contrition of spirit, no gentle gladness of the healed and 
wondering soul, but no lack of the boisterousness of unbroken self-confidence. To 
quote a dictum of that greatly-blessed servant of the Lord, the Rev. A. Douglas 
Brown, whose name is a household word in all our fishing villages on the north
east of Scotland. 'Revival,' says he, 'is not going down the street with a big drum, 
it is going back to Calvary with a big sob."' 

That fear of superficiality never left James Morrison. His longing for 
conversions breaks out again and again in these daily jottings, but nothing would 
ever induce him to apply pressure. A modem Christian writer tells of a little girl 
who was once found by her mother in the garden, squeezing the rose-buds. "Stop, 
stop, Margaret," cried her mother, "whatever are you doing?" And Margaret, 
sensing disapproval, replied defensively, ''0, mother, I was just helping God to 
open the rose-buds." 

There are evangelists, over-eager for decisions, and professions of con
version, who make the same mistake. Nature takes its own time to open out the 
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hidden glory of the rose, and the Holy Spirit works to His own plan in bringing 
men and women to a saving knowledge of Christ, and a public profession of 
His name. 

But wherever Mr. Morrison detected even the beginnings of a quickened 
interest in spiritual things, his whole heart went out in prayer for the person or 
persons concerned. To be the means of bringing, or helping, a soul to Christ - the l 
world itself could offer no greater honour, nor bestow a richer reward. 

In conversation with James on the way home from church on one occasion, I 
referred to a man who was showing concern regarding the duty of making public 
profession of the name of Christ. James believed that the man had indeed passed 
through a spiritual crisis but was not yet ready for that decisive step. "I'm praying 
for him every day," he said, "and I strongly believe that the Lord will give him to 
us yet." 

The next time I was at communion services in North Uist it was evident that 
Mr. Morrison had a real burden on his heart for this diffident disciple. He felt that 
if he did not come forward at that communion he might never come at all. At 
every time of family worship he remembered him in prayer. When he came home 
from his kirk session meeting on Saturday he was radiant. His friend had appeared 
before them to profess his faith in Christ and to seek admission to his Table. That 
communion service had a very special joy for Mr. Morrison and, inevitably, it was 
given special mention in his diary jottings for the day. 

"It did my soul good to have experienced this," he writes, "he has done me 
much good in the work of the Lord over many years; so it seems he has decided 
in the name of the Lord to enlist in the Army of the Lord." 

The seed sown where there is "deepness of earth" to receive it takes longer to 
send its tender shoots through the covering soil into the light and warmth of the 
sunshine above, in contradistinction from the seed which fell upon "stony places" 
where there was not much earth; but it was the seed in the deep soil that endured 
the scorching heat of summer, and "brought forth fruit, some an hundred-fold, 
some sixty-fold, some thirty-fold." 

Which things are indeed "an allegory". 

--·--

• No PRIEST BuT CHRIST: THE J 
PRIESTHOOD OF ALL BELIEVERS • 

T. J. E. CROSS (Cardiff) 

TWO precious truths recovered at the time of the Protestant Reformation are 
summarised in the sayings "No Priest but Christ" and "The Priesthood of all 
Believers". These truths at first appear contradictory, but further study reveals that 
they are actually complementary. The second depends on the first, for Christ, "our 
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great High Priest", has bestowed the status of a priest on all who are united to Him 
in saving faith. 

1. NO PRIEST BUT CHRIST 

The priesthood was a distinctive part of the Old Testament economy. It was a 
gracious provision of Almighty God, enabling sinners to approach Him and enjoy 
fellowship with Him. God's holiness and human sin are such that a sinner cannot 
approach Him immediately, but only mediately - through the ministry of a 
mediator, through the ministry of a priest. 

The chief duties of an Old Testament priest were (i) to offer sacrifice for sin; 
and (ii) to pray for the people. Interestingly, Exodus 28 describes how the names 
of the sons of Israel were engraved on the precious stones which were worn on 
the high priest's chest and shoulders. He would thus bring these names with him 
when he approached the presence of the Lord. 

It is highly significant that whilst the New Testament uses terms such as 
"Pastor", "Teacher", "Elder" and "Evangelist" to describe a Christian minister, it 
never ever describes a Christian minister as a "priest". This is because the Lord 
Jesus Christ has made all human priesthood redundant. His one, perfect, atoning 
sacrifice of Himself at Calvary has brought an end to all sacrifice offered by men, 
and has rendered all such sacrifice obsolete and unnecessary. The New Testament 
affirms that when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, He "sat 
down at the right hand of God" (Hebrews 10:12) and "by one offering he hath 
perfected for ever them that are sanctified" (Hebrews 10:14). The Apostle Peter 
was unequivocal when he wrote: Christ also died for sins once for all, the 
righteous for the unrighteous, "that He might bring us to God" (1 Peter 3:18). 

A perfect Sacrifice 

Christ's offering up of His sinless life on the "altar" of Calvary was an atoning 
sacrifice of infinite value. By virtue of His being the eternal and sinless Son of 
God, it was a sacrifice sufficient to save the believing sinner eternally. Herein lies 
the Protestant's chief joy. And herein lies the Protestant's sincere and adamant 
objection to the so-called "sacrifice of the Mass" of Roman Catholicism, for 
the latter casts aspersions on the perfection of Christ's finished work. Article XXI 
of the Thirty Nine Articles of Religion is entitled "Of the one Oblation of Christ 
finished upon the Cross". This merely explains and applies Scripture when 
it states: 

The Offering of Christ once made is that perfect redemption, propitiation 
and satisfaction, for all the sins of the whole world, both original and 
actual; and there is none other satisfaction for sin, but that alone. 
Wherefore the sacrifices of Masses, in the which it was commonly said, that 
the Priest did offer Christ for the quick and the dead, to have remission of 
pain or guilt, were blasphemous fables and dangerous deceits. 
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A perpetual supplication 

A priest in Old Testament times- as we have intimated- was also required to pray 
for the people. This Christ also does and continues to do for His people. On earth 
He sacrificed Himself to save us. In heaven He continues to intercede for us 
before the Father. He always lives to make intercession for them (Hebrews 7:25). 
"It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand 
of God, who also maketh intercession for us" (Romans 8:34). 

Christ's present supplication and Christ's past sacrifice are inextricably linked. 
He is the believer's present Advocate with the Father, but His Advocacy is based 
on the fact that He fully atoned for our sins in the past. Christ has fully met and 
answered every charge that can ever be brought against His people: 

The intercessory work of Christ in heaven is based on His accomplished 
sacrificial work, and is acceptable only on that basis . ... The ministry of 
intercession should not be dissociated from the atonement, since they are 
but two aspects of the same redemptive work of Christ ... the perpetual 
presence of the completed sacrifice of Christ before God contains in itself 
an element of intercession as a constant reminder of the peifect atonement 
of Jesus Christ (Berkhof, Systematic Theology, pp. 400, 402). 

Protestants then still contend for "No Priest but Christ". "Christ executeth the 
office ~f a priest in His once offering up of Himself a sacrifice to satisfy divine 
justice and- reconcile us to God, and in making continual intercession for us" 
(Shorter Catechism). Only Christ is able to save. And once saved by Christ, no 
other priest is needed or necessary: 

"Jesus my great High Priest 
Offered His blood and died. 
My guilty conscience seeks 
No sacrifice beside. 
His powerful blood did once atone 
And now it pleads before the throne." 

So Christ has brought a complete end to human priesthood? Yes and no! 
Paradoxically, Protestants also contend for -

2. THE PRIESTHOOD OF ALL BELIEVERS 

Writing to believers, Peter explained exuberantly they are "a royal priesthood" 
(1 Peter 2:9). Then in Revelation 1:5-6, John echoes the praise of every Christian 
in giving praise to "him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own 
blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father". 

The Bible teaches that all Christians are priests, as every Christian exercises a 
priestly ministry in offering a sacrifice of praise to God. Salvation by infinite 
grace leads to a song of infinite gratitude. The Christian's sacrifice of praise is 



The Gospel Magazine 93 

both a duty and a delight. It is small wonder that the Christian church is noted for 
its hymns. Christians have a song to sing, a salvation to celebrate and a God to 
glorify. Through Him (that is, through the One who has saved us by His atoning 
blood) "let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of 
our lips giving thanks to his name" (Hebrews 13:15). 

The Bible teaches that all Christians are priests, as all Christians have the ear 
of the Almighty, and are able to pray to God with the assurance that their prayers 
will be heard. Our privilege is no less than the priests of the Old Testament era, 
for through Him (that is, Christ) "we both have access by one Spirit unto the 
Father" (Ephesians 2: 18). 

Through the sacrifice of Christ, every Christian has the immeasurable privilege 
of access to God. Every Christian is a priest. The question is: Do we exercise and 
exploit this incomparable privilege? Do we proclaim the "priesthood of all 
believers" in practice as well as contend for it in theory? We do so if we are 
prayerful Christians. We do so if we regularly bring our needs and the needs of 
others before the throne of grace, praying especially that others also - whether 
Roman Catholic or nominal Protestant- would, by God's grace, come to know 
the all sufficiency of Christ's sacrificial work at Calvary, enter into the joy of His 
salvation and so be ordained as one of God's true priests. 

"No Priest but Christ." "The Priesthood of All Believers." These are more than 
slogans. For true Protestants, they are blessed, biblical realities, both enjoyed and 
exercised. Christ is our only Priest. By God's grace in Christ, we have been made 
priests as well. John Calvin summarised much of what we have said when he 
wrote the following concerning Christ's priesthood: 

This is so that He might give us peace and reconcile us with the Father by 
His sacrifice, in order that we ourselves might be priests in Him, offering 
to the Father our prayers, our thanksgivings, ourselves and all that we 
have, seeing that He is our Intercessor and Mediator (Truth For All Time, 
p. 38). 

---·---

• STUDIES IN EZEKIEL • 

P. K I N G ( H a i Isham) 

Chapter 14 

"BUT IF YE BELIEVE NOT [MOSES'] WRITINGS, HOW SHALL YE 
BELIEVE MY WORDS?" 

AFTER all that had been said in Babylon by Ezekiel, and back in Jerusalem by 
Jeremiah, the nation still holds on to the vain hope that they will all soon be 
released to return to their homeland. They thought they were above such 
treatment and God would not leave them in captivity. 
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1. Idolatry of the elders. There was a wicked spirit of hypocrisy at work among 
the elders of Israel, for they seemed to be doing what was right, but it was only 
lip service. Verse four gives the clue: "Every man of the house of Israel . .. setteth 
up his idols in his heart." The contrast is when God sets up His empire of grace 
in the Christian's heart at conversion. The idolatry was an attempt to rival God, 
putting stumbling blocks in the way of the people. Can you see any parallel in 
your church with its orthodox worship; is it just a pattern to be worshipped like 
the heart idol? The routine can easily become the idol, so that any change is 
frowned on and even condemned! Even forms of worship can be a snare -
examine yourself and see how much baggage you carry. This does not mean we 
should change for the sake of change; just examine our motives. Hypocrisy means 
to "play act" and how often the pious look does not reflect the fickle heart. Noah 
stood firm on the Word of God and built the ark, but he could not prevent the 
flood, and leaders must be truthful, whether people listen or not. The emphasis is 
"the love of the truth", not just following the truth. Paul later wrote that because 
the people did not love the truth, God sent a strong delusion so they believed a lie 
(2 Thessalonians 2:11, 12). 

2. Jerusalem will be destroyed. Notice Noah, Daniel (who was already in 
Babylon) and Job, are mentioned in this chapter, as righteous men, but their piety 
could save neither them nor the people around them. In contrast, God will save a 
remnant, because His Word will not fail. Further down the genealogical line, the 
Messiah will be born, so some Jews must be saved and return to Jerusalem, which 
occurred in the days of Ezra and Nehemiah. 

3. A remnant will be saved, not as deserving people, but as those who acknow
ledge God's justice, confessing the city (Jerusalem) deserved its punishment 
(verses 21-23). 

LESSONS FOR TODAY 

(a) Examine your motives when seeking the Lord. This is a hard exercise, 
because as flawed sinners we always justify ourselves. 

(b) Deceivers will be unmasked in front of those they have misled. What a 
solemn thought that if we have deceived some one, or a church, we will 
eventually be found out! 

(c) The greatest men are only men; Jesus is God. Noah, Job and Daniel were 
gracious men in their generation but, as Job certainly found, they could not stand 
against God's sovereignty. 

(d) God's patience will run out, but the Church will not be destroyed. See here 
the unparalleled love of Christ for, even with rebellion in the people's hearts, 
mercy is standing by. "For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ 
died for the ungodly." 

.. 
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(e) At the day of judgement the wicked will confess God is just! It is said 
there will be no unbelievers in~. and certainly God's justice will be 
acknowledged at the great assize. t-.e..J/ 

"BELIEVE ME FOR THE VERY WORKS' SAKE" 

---·---

• A LOOK AT THE HISTORY OF 
THE JEWS • 

THE EDITOR 

Introduction 

We will look at the Jews in from the close of the Old Testament to the birth of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Then we will turn to the time from the close of the New 
Testament to the nineteenth century. 

Between the Testaments 

After the Decree of Cyrus in 539 B.C., allowing Jews to return to Jerusalem, 
Jewish colonies remained throughout the Persian Empire, especially in Upper 
Egypt, many as mercenaries. 

About 400 B.C. the breach between the Jews in Israel and the Samaritans was 
completed when Ezra chased out the grandson of the High Priest. Although not 
named in the Bible, it was likely Manasseh, who obtained permission for the 
building of the Samaritan Temple on Mount Gerizim. Samaritans still call Ezra 
"the accursed". 

The Jews lived under the Persians until 331 B.C., and were greatly affected by 
Persian religious thought. Zoroastrianism brought in honouring of certain named 
angels, and very sharply defined views of what would happen in the future. The 
High Priest became important as the Persian governors had the civil authority. 
The religion of the Jews became one of Law and exclusiveness. Aramaic 
gradually displaced Hebrew, thus making necessary a commentary on the Hebrew 
Scriptures that were read to them, but which they did not any longer understand. 
These are the Targums. The Scriptures were now copied out in Aramaic-type 
square letters. 

Alexander the Great died in 323 B.C. and the empire, including Judaea, was 
divided between his generals. The Jews found themselves on the frontier between 
the Ptolemies of Egypt and the Seleucids of Asia. After years of war, Ptolemy 
controlled Judaea, and entering Jerusalem by a ruse on a Sabbath in 320 B.C., 
deported a considerable number of Jews. Some settled in Alexandria in Egypt. 
These translated the Scriptures into Greek, the Septuagint. 



96 The Gospel Magazine 

It was now that the Jews were exposed to Greek thought, as by 200 B.C. the 
Seleucids had control of Judaea. The next 30 years were disastrous, with the Jews 
taking sides, ending up on the wrong one, the Seleucid side. The Seleucids disas
trously attacked the Romans who defeated them and imposed a huge indemnity. 
Thus the Jews were put under grievous taxation. In 175 B.C. Antiochus, later called 
Epiphanes, became Seleucid king. He was a great admirer of all things Greek. 

Greek thought invaded Jerusalem, the younger priests abandoning 
circumcision and hurrying though the sacrifices in order to go off and join in the 
Greek games in the stadium in Jerusalem, in the nude. The city was now renamed 
Antioch. It divided, some favouring Antiochus the Seleucid of Syria, who 
accorded them special privileges if they enrolled as Greek citizens, and on the 
other hand the overtaxed pious who looked to the Ptolemies in Egypt, who were 
fomenting revolt against Antiochus. Antiochus, very unwisely, allowed a Jew 
called Menelaus to outbid Jason the true High Priest for the office. All knew 
Menelaus was not of the offspring of Zadok, and had no right by the Law of God. 
Antiochus, to pay for war with Egypt, plundered the Temple in 168 B.C. He then 
invaded Egypt. A year later, the Romans invaded Egypt and took it from him 
without a blow. 

The true but Hellenizing High Priest, Jason, now rose against Menelaus, thus 
angering Antiochus, who was returning from Egypt to Syria through Judaea. He 
took Jerusalem with much slaughter, demolished the walls, and systematically 
abolished the Jewish religion, erecting an altar to Zeus in the temple and 
sacrificing a pig on it. He wanted a united kingdom, and saw Jewish religion as 
divisive and needing stamping out completely. 

The Hasmonaean resistance that followed saw as its first result a new emphasis 
on the hope of resurrection. Many had been martyred for refusing Antiochus' 
Greek religion. The martyrs endured as expecting a better resurrection. One 
thousand died in the desert, refusing to resist as it was the Sabbath day. 

In the town of Modin the priest Matthias refused to sacrifice to Zeus and raised 
the revolt, "Let everyone who is zealous for the Law and supports the Covenant 
come out with me", the battle cry of the revolt. A powerful guerrilla force arose, 
raiding towns and killing Jews who had forsaken the covenant. Matthias died, 
counselling the Jews to take his eldest son, Simon, as the wisest and to heed him, 
but make Judas their leader. This proved excellent advice. Judas was called 
Maccabaeus, "the hammer". The family were Hasmonaeans. Judas won two 
important battles. Antiochus in reply paraded over 50,000 well armed troops near 
Antioch. Antiochus' general, Lysias, encamped with his army at Emniaus, and 
slave traders in great numbers came to buy the Jewish population after the 
expected victory. Judas went to Mizpah and renewed the Covenant for sacred war 
as the Law laid down, and the army fasted and prayed. Next morning he attacked 
Lysias suddenly with great violence and routed the force sent against him. Lysias 
returned later with a larger force but Judas launched another surprise attack and 
they fled with much loss of life. 
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Lysias opened peace negotiations with Judaea. Judas sent deputies, but at this 
point the Romans intervened and negotiated for the Jews. Meanwhile Judas took 
Jerusalem and cleansed and restored the temple and worship. This is 
commemorated by Hanukkah, "the feast of lights", as the temple perpetual light 
was relit. 

Judas then lost two battles, dying in the last one. Judaea had to make peace in 
161 B.C. The Hellenizing party were back in power and it seemed all had been in 
vain. In fact the Temple and the Jew's religion and liberty had been restored. 
Jonathan, Judas' unworthy brother, then accepted the High Priesthood plus a 
golden tiara and a purple robe from the Seleucids. He then rebuilt the walls of 
Jerusalem and was given the governorship of Judaea, and more. He renewed the 
alliance with Rome. His brother Simon succeeded him and, in 142 B.C., 
1 Maccabees 13:41 records, "the yoke of the Gentiles was removed from Israel". 
The Roman Senate accepted the independence of Judaea, and the grateful Jews 
appointed Simon as High Priest, Commander and Ruler. John Hyrcanus 
succeeded him but in opposition to him arose the Pharisees, "the separated ones". 
Under Simon's grandson, Jannaeus, who fought many wars, much that was 
worthwhile in the spiritual heritage of the Jewish people was lost. He had to put 
down a revolt in Judaea, and took such revenge in 88 B.C. that one historian 
called him "truly an unlovely man". The Pharisees turned against him. His son 
Aristobulous, although supported by the Sadducees, lost the kingdom to a wily 
man called Antipater in 65 B.C., and thus ended the Hasmonaeans. 

The Roman general Pompey took Jerusalem in 161 B.C., personally entering 
the Holy of Holies, hurting Jewish sensibilities deeply. Judah was made a 
tributary state of Rome, many sold as slaves into Rome, but later, emancipated, 
they became the nucleus of the Jewish colony in Rome. 

---·---

• THE BooK oF RuTH • 

MAURICE HANDFORD (Poynton, Cheshire) 

ONLY two books of the Bible are named after women - Ruth and Esther. There 
is an interesting contrast between these two women. Ruth was a Gentile maiden 
who became the wife of a Jewish nobleman, whilst Esther, a Jewish maiden, 
became the wife of a Gentile king. 

The book of Ruth is one of the great treasures of the Old Testament. It is indeed 
a book with a great appeal. It centres around a domestic story of more than 
ordinary interest. It provides us with a wonderful picture of God's dealings in 
grace with both Jews and Gentiles. 

The book stands in marked contrast with the Book of Judges, which abounds 
in scenes of lawlessness and strife. Armies marched and countermarched; battles 
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were fought and lost. In Ruth the clash of arms and the tumult of battle are not 
heard; here instead is a family story with a country setting. Failing crops, 
prolonged drought, and famine conditions suggested to Elimelech the removal of 
his family from Bethlehem to Moab, but he was to discover that hardship knows 
no boundaries. Even greater trials confronted them in the land of their adoption, 
and in course of time Elimelech and his two sons died there. 

There are four striking characters in the book. 
Naomi, the wife of Elimelech, was a gracious and unselfish soul. She did not 

take up a demanding attitude towards her daughters-in-law; she pleaded with 
them to return to their own families after the death of her sons, whilst she would 
return to Bethlehem. She possessed a genuine faith, so much so that Ruth was 
drawn to embrace it herself:" ... thy God shall be my God" (1:16). Like Lois and 
Eunice in the New Testament, she had an "unfeigned faith". She commended her 
faith to others. Is our faith of like quality? 

Orpah was one of those who are not far from the kingdom. She was almost 
persuaded, but for want of will went back to her old surroundings. She was not in 
the last resort prepared to leave Moab, the home of her people and the dwelling
place of her gods. She was not without affection for Naomi, her mother-in-law, 
but her affection led to nothing practical. There are so many like her today; their 
hearts are divided, they are not rank unbelievers, but "half-and-half'. They would 
have both Israel and Moab, they would -rather not part with either. 

Ruth was a woman of decision; she steeled herself against the entreaties of 
Naomi, and left her friends · and country for love's sake. She was determined to go 
with Naomi whatever the consequences - "whither thou goest, I will go, and 
where thou lodgest, I will lodge . .. " . Here is one of the outstanding vows of the 
Old Testament; it deserves to be placed alongside that of Joshua -"As for me and 
my house, we will serve the Lord". Ruth clung to her purpose and never faltered. 
Here is a great love - though Naomi and Ruth came from such different 
backgrounds, they were bound together by love's strong cord. 

Ruth stepped out in faith to trust God with all the future - she did not know 
what the future held, but she knew who held the future . Ruth was faithful both 
in poverty and prosperity. Bereavement, poverty and exile only served to enrich 
her character. 

Boaz. This Israelite nobleman was courteous, affectionate, devout, and 
generous. He greeted his workmen in the field with the salutation, "the Lord be 
with you", and they answered him, "the Lord bless thee". What a wonderful 
relationship existed between the employer and the shop floor! 

Because of the conditions of poverty in which Naomi and Ruth found 
themselves on their return to Bethlehem, Ruth went to glean in the fields. She 
"chanced" to come to a part of the field which belonged to Boaz. So the casual 
conversation, the accidental meeting which seemed at the time to be of little 
importance; was big with significance. Truly, "the steps of a man are ordered by 
the Lord" (Psalm 37:23). Ruth became the wife of Boaz. God blessed them with 
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a son, Obed, who was to be the grandfather of David. This good woman thus 
became an ancestor of Christ (see Matthew 1:5). 

Boaz is a type of Christ. He was a kinsman and redeemer. We, like Naomi and 
Ruth, were disinherited because of sin. Christ has redeemed His people and 
begotten us again unto a lively hope. "Oh, the sure and bountiful payments of the 
Almighty. Whoever came under his wings in vain? Whoever lost by trusting Him? 
Whoever forsook the Moab of this world for the true Israel and did not at last 
rejoice in the change?" (Bishop Hall). 

---·---

• Do NoT WoRRY! • 
STAN K. EVERS (Potton, Beds.) 

"Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, 
nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not 

much better than they?" (Matthew 6:26) 

WHAT should you do when you are worried? Take a walk in your garden or in 
the park. While you are walking, remember Jesus' words in Matthew 6 verses 26 
and 28. "Behold the fowls of the air" and "Consider the lilies". Then ask your
self two questions, "Who cares for the birds?", and "Who makes the lilies so 
lovely?". How does Jesus answer these two questions? "Your heavenly Father 
feeds the birds" and "God makes the flowers more beautiful than King Solomon's 
expensive clothes". 

These words come from a section of Jesus' Sermon on the Mount that runs 
from verses 25-34. What is the theme of these verses? Jesus is clearly talking 
about worry. I want to give you six reasons why you should not worry. 

1. Jesus said, "Take no thought" 
Of course, we are to show concern about what we eat, drink and wear- someone 
has to go shopping and cook the meals, but we are not to be over anxious about 
these things. It is wise to plan for the future, for example, by paying into a pension 
scheme and taking out a life insurance policy. Nevertheless, we must not be 
always saying "what if?" because this makes us unfit to live in the present. 

We ought to notice that Jesus' words are a command. When we worry, we are 
behaving as if God did not care for us and as if he cannot provide for us. We are 
giving unbelievers a wrong message about the God we claim to trust. Don't we 
want everyone to think well of our God? However, worrying is not the 
unforgivable sin. God our Father is good and gracious. He understands that it is 
difficult for us not to feel over anxious when we are facing problems and someone 
we love is suffering. 
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2. God who gave you life will sustain you 
Life is a precious gift from God. He has given us life and he can give us all we 
need to live our lives. God is interested in all the little things that fill our lives and 
that cause us to worry. Jesus tells us in Matthew 6 that God who cares for the birds 
and clothes the flowers will take care of us. Therefore, we must learn to trust Him 
each day for all that we need. He taught us to pray, "Give us this day our daily 
bread" (Matthew 6:11). 

When you are anxious, not only look at the birds and consider the lilies, 
remember also how God has cared for you in the past. Has He ever failed you? 
Recall also God's provision for His people in the Bible- for example the prophets 
Elijah and Elisha (Read 1 Kings 17 onwards into 2 Kings). 

Perhaps we become anxious because we confuse wants and needs. We need 
food and clothes but we don't need caviar and designer label clothes. We need 
shoes but we don't need an MP3 or an iPod player. However, God is so good; He 
often gives us above what we really need. When we pray He is able- and willing 
-to give us above what we ask or think (Ephesians 3:20). 

When we worry about food, drink and clothes, we ought to stop and think of 
many in different countries who are starving, who have no water and maybe only 
rags to wear. On a freezing day when we enter our homes, we ought say, "I thank 
Thee God that I have a warm house, food in the fridge and more clothes than I 
need in the wardrobe". But how quick we are to grumble! 

3. You are precious to God! 
Look again at verse 26, "Are ye not much better than they". We are more precious 
to God than birds and flowers. He is their Creator, but He is our heavenly 
Father! Birds - animals - have no souls. Flowers - grass - wither and are 
thrown into the fire. Nineteenth century J. C. Ryle comments, "He who takes 
thought for perishable flowers will surely not neglect the bodies in which dwell 
immortal souls". 

Furthermore, birds and flowers have no consciousness of, or relationship with, 
God. God has given us eternal souls; He has made us to know and enjoy His 
presence. As believers, we will live forever with our Creator-Saviour in heaven. 
We experience His guidance in perplexity, comfort in sorrow, protection in danger 
and strength in weakness. Best of all, He pardons all our sins. He declares us not 
guilty - once for all - when we seek His mercy. 

Each believer is precious to God, so precious that He chose to save us and 
sent Christ to die for us. We will not be more precious to God in heaven than we 
are now! 

4. God plans your life 
This thought comes in verse 27: "Which of you by taking thought can add one 
cubit unto his stature?" Some translations read: "Who of you by worrying can add 
a single hour to his life?" If you are small- that is how God made you. You may 
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look bigger in high heels but you are still the same size! If God has made you tall 
- that is how God has made you. If you live only a few years - that is what God 
planned for you. If you live into old age -that is what God planned for you. If you 
have plenty -that is what God planned for you. When you have little- that is what 
God has planned for you. God plans our life and our death and all of life between. 
You may-worry yourself to death but you cannot worry yourself into a longer life. 

How should we react to the fact that God plans all things? Praise God that He 
wisely and lovingly plans everything for our good (Romans 8:28). Rejoice that 
blind fate or the stars do not control our times. Our times are in the hands of our 
wise heavenly Father. Then be content in all circumstances. A Puritan preacher in 
the 17th century called contentment a rare jewel- it seems even rarer today. Paul 
in a prison wrote: "Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in 
whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content. I know both how to be abased, and 
I know how to abound: every where and in all things I am instructed both to be 
full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. I can do all things 
through Christ which strengtheneth me . . .. My God shall supply all your need 
according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus" (Philippians 4:11-13 , 19). Notice 
that Paul, though an apostle, "learned" contentment! 

5. God will provide whatever you need 
When you are anxious look at what God has made - not only birds and flowers -
but the whole creation declares His power and love. Worried believers should 
reflect on Scriptures such as, "The heavens declare the glory of God; and the 
firmament [sky] sheweth his handywork" (Psalm 19:1), and, "0 Lord, how 
manifold are thy works! in wisdom hast thou made them all" (Psalm 104:24). 
Then consider God's greatest work- the saving of your soul- and His greatest 
gift, His own Son. Think carefully about Romans 8:32: "He that spared not his 
own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely 
give us all things?" He who saved your soul will surely look after your body. He 
who gave His Son - a priceless gift - will surely give you whatever you need, 
both spiritual and material, on your journey to heaven. 

6. You cannot change the future by worrying 
In Matthew 6:25-33, Jesus speaks about worrying about today and in verse 34, he 
talks about worrying about the future. Worry cannot change our present 
circumstances; neither can it change the future. The God who provides our needs 
today will care for us whatever the future holds. We have a great God and a 
glorious Saviour; therefore, we do not need to worry. 

It is one thing to believe that God is the great and holy One, but it is quite another 
thing to really reverence Him and fear Him, to look up into His face and call 
Him "Father". L. R. Shelton 
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• BOOK REVIEWS • 

The Expectant Prophet - Habakkuk Simply Explained. John D. Currid. Evangelical 
Press. pp. 142, paperback. £7.95.1SBN 0 85234 700 6. 

We soon see that Habakkuk is a prophet for our day in another excellent commentary in the Welwyn 
series. The introduction sets the scene of the literary genre and poetic form of this unusual prophecy. 
Habakkuk's first complaint follows a general outline and date of the prophecy, questioning the readers 
how they respond to difficult times. Israel was in a backslidden state and the prophet complains that God 
is not listening, but the reply is that He is, but not how the prophet expects. The second lament could 
have been written today as the prophet wonders whether God is in control. The answer is awaited by 
the prophet, and John Currid gives us points to ponder, showing how the New Testament uses the Old 
Testament prophet, concluding with "Our God lives" -"Our God reigns". 

Chapter 3 is rather like a hymn accepting that God will judge justly, even using a wicked nation to 
punish His people. The conclusion is that despite the devastation coming on Israel, "I will rejoice in the 
Lord ... in the God of my salvation". 

This is a commentary full of explanation and teaching for all Christians. P.S.K. 

Foundations for the Faith - A Step-by-Step Guide to the Gospel of John. Roger 
Ellsworth. Evangelical Press. pp. 345, paperback. £7.95. ISBN 0 85234 615 8. 

The book is written as a weekly Bible study on the Gospel of John, going through the whole book in 52 
weeks. The reader is encouraged to read a few verses, then the author opens up those verses under 
meaningful headings. Other writers are quoted to enrich the exposition. Under the heading "Digging 
Deeper", various questions are posed which help the student to find additional relevant verses. A third 
section at the end of each chapter takes us into the Scriptures for further study. All the answers are 
found on-line. 

This is a valuable publication for a home study group or a Church Bible study, but the individual 
Christian cannot but gain from it. The memory verse for each study will help us to hide the Word in 
our heart. 

P.S.K. 

Am I a Chrlstlanf James Fraser. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 88, paperback. £3.25.1SBN 978 84871 
014 6. 

This is one of a series called Pocket Puritans (51/4 x 33/4 inches) with a stiff cover, which will sit, 
undamaged, in the pocket. James Fraser endured a long conflict with doubts. This little book, taken from 
his Memoirs, is a helpful record of how he overcame his fears, and arrived at a firm assurance of his 
salvation in Christ. He says: "Since the day I knew any thing of God until this day, the tempter has not 
ceased to make me continually raze (completely destroy) the foundations.And I find that it has been his 
first and greatest object to make me doubt of my conversion, by proposing false marks, and making me 
to imagine grace to be another thing than indeed it was .... " He proceeds to go through twenty grounds 
for doubt, following each one with an answer as to why he should have assurance. For example: 

"Ground 3. My fearful, dark, hellish ignorance, and carnal conceptions of God, heaven, and hell, by which 
I am tempted to draw this conclusion, that I am yet in darkness, and that that marvellous light which 
discovers Christ really as He is; the glory of the Father has not shined on my soul; but that all my 
knowledge is either rational, or notional, or natural. 0 my unspeakable ignorance of Him!" 
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"Answer. To which for satisfaction, I answer these things: (I) That no man has seen God face to face, 
but in His back parts, which is a very imperfect knowledge (Exodus 33:23), this was it that Moses saw. 
(2) Saints "see but through a glass", not immediately in this life (I Corinthians 13: 12). (3) And hence they 
see but darkly, as in a mystery (I Corinthians 13: 12)," etc. etc. 

The language is somewhat quaint and the book can seem a little depressing, although in reality it is a 
heart-searching analysis to probe the conscience, transform the heart and wise counsel to direct the life. 
It is a rich world of spiritual theology. I recommend this book. T.M.B. 

Why on Earth did Jesus Comet John Blanchard. Evangelical Press. pp. 40, paperback. £ 1.50 single 
copies; reduction on quantity orders. ISBN 13 978 085234 706 5. 

This is another of John Blanchard's excellent little evangelistic booklets. Although particularly relevant for 
use at Christmas time, it is a valuable tool on any occasion.ln his lively and attractive style, John Blanchard 
presents the historical facts about the birth of our Lord using passages from Matthew ("The Civil 
Servant's Report") and Luke ('The Doctor's Diagnosis"). He deals with some common myths with regard 
to Mary and answers some of the objections raised by sceptics about the virgin birth. A brief section 
about the reliability and accuracy of the Bible follows before the author proceeds to highlight the 
uniqueness of Christ and the reason for His mission to earth. The reality and dreadful nature of sin and 
its terrible and inevitable consequences are discussed and presented in clear and uncompromising 
language. 

Mr. Blanchard concludes by explaining the necessity and true meaning of repentance and faith in order 
to receive the wonderful gift of the Lord Jesus Christ, and urges his readers to turn from their sins and 
put their trust in Jesus as their Saviour and Lord. Scripture quotations are from the English Standard 
Version, and the NIV. D.K.M. 

Psalm 119 for Life. Living Today in the Light of the Word. Hywel R. Jones. Evangelical 
Press. pp. 156, paperback. £9.50. ISBN 978 085234 703 4. 

These expository studies began life as devotional addresses in the Chapel of Westminster Seminary, 
California. They are now a valuable insight into the longest psalm and will increase the reader's 
understanding of the Word of God. The twenty-two stanzas and eight synonyms for Scripture are a 
wonderful guide for the modern-day Christian. 

This well known and able author gives helpful headings to the twenty two chapters -The good, the 
bad and the better- Support in trials- Blessed and blameless- to name a few. Augustine claimed that 
the psalm is "fathomable by few", but we will benefit by Hywell Jones' excellent writing. The notes at the 
end add to the general text, giving sources for quotations and additional data. This is a book to read in 
stages rather than in one attempt. P.S.K. 

When Christians Suffer. Thomas Case. Ed. Richard Rushing. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 120, 
paperback. £3.29. ISBN 978 I 84871 042 9. 

This publication is in the Pocket Puritan series, published in 2009 but originally in 1652 under the title 
A Treatise of Aff/iaion. 

It is quite remarkable what a wealth of teaching can be packed into 120 small pages 9x 13cm! The 
author begins by outlining no less than 21 lessons which he is sure God will be likely to teach His people 
through suffering. While some of these can be taken as the author's own thinking or experience, most 
lessons are linked to Scripture. 

He follows these lessons with a section on the need to learn through suffering and the dangers of our 
learning little or nothing from it, and offers a few reasons as to why some lessons are learned only 
through suffering. He then takes the reader through a further ten considerations of possible faulty 
attitudes to suffering. The book closes with a section called "Exhortation", containing 13 pieces of advice 
as to how the reader may benefit from having experienced some kind of suffering. 
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There is no mention of updated language, but the style is simple, direct, very readable and immensely 
practical. It is this which makes this little book one to turn to and upon which to meditate, as these 
lessons will not be absorbed in one day. The author could obviously speak from experience and is keen 
to share that with his readers, so that they, too, may fi nd help and blessing as they are taught. R.S. 

Come Down. Lord. Roger Ellsworth. The Banner ofT ruth Trust. pp. 57, paperback. £4.00.1SBN 978 
I 84871 039 9. 

"I find myself wondering how bad things will have to get in our society before God's people get alarmed," 
says the author (page 51). To which he adds: "We ourselves are too often moulded by the patterns of 
thought and of our life-style around us." That th is is true must surely be painfully obvious, which is why 
this revised edition of an earlier publication is so timely; for things have undoubtedly grown dramatically 
worse in the past twenty years. 

The booklet consists of seven short chapters based upon Isaiah 63: IS to 64: 12, the relevant portions 
of which are quoted in full at the beginning of each chapter, using the Authorized Version, which are 
expounded upon, with an appropriate application to today's church. He reminds us that God always does 
what He says He will do, and draws attention to Deuteronomy 31: 17-18.1n addition, we are confronted 
with another uncomfortable (and for some, unacceptable) truth that the prevalence of sin is so abhorrent 
to God that it causes Him to be angry. 

He calls upon the church to face the fact that without God's power, she is "absolutely incapable of 
sustaining herself" (page 17) -and therefore cannot hope to bring about a revival. Having established the 
reality, he turns to the remedy - again by following the words of Isaiah. 

This is a plainly written book that spells out clearly not only the reasons for the spiritual decline and 
absence of revival, but how it should be addressed. Each chapter is short and straight to the point, with 
some questions for reflection to ensure that the content has been assimilated. One felt that the first 
chapter's heading, "We Miss You", somehow missed the mark but, apart from that, this is an excellent 
evaluation of the current crisis, and of what urgently needs to be done. P.C.M. 

What the Bible Teaches About the Future. Peter Bloomfield. Evangelical Press. pp. 2~ 
paperback. £7.95. ISBN 13 978 0 85234 702 7. 

This is a very welcome addition to the number of books· already published on this subject due to its 
simple, direct, refreshingly no-nonsense style, with most of its 22 short chapters presented as a three 
point message which leaves the reader in no doubt as to what is being taught. The author, a recently
retired Australian pastor, has several other books to his name. 

Among the subjects covered are: Christ's teaching in chapters 24 and 25 of Matthew's gospel, being 
duly prepared for His Second Coming, the Millenium and the binding of Satan, the blessedness of the 
saints, the beast and the false prophet, a lengthy look at the Jews past, present and futu re, Christ's return 
and what some see as its delay, judgement day for Christians and non-Christians alike, the rapture, the 
whole matter of eternal punishment, where we go after death, and the new heavens and the new earth. 

On disputed issues the author is clear in his own beliefs, and is not afraid to cut through what he sees 
as unbiblical error, regardless of whose illustrious name may be associated with it, taking the reader 
through the relevant Scriptures, step by step. There are four pages of references for those who wish to 
read further. Whilst not promoted as a study book for groups, I can well see it being profitable in such a 
use. Scripture quotations from NIV. Key Hebrew or Greek words printed in the original language. 

R.S. 

Voices From the Past. Puritan Devotional Readings. Ed. Richard Rushing. The Banner of 
Trust Trust. pp.418, hardback. £ 16.50. ISBN 13 978 I 84871 048 I. 

Years ago, an old Christian friend and itinerant preacher, was asked if he would tell of the books that had 
been most helpful during his long life. His reply was this: "Well , as you know, my wife and I always read 
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one of Spurgeon's sermons every night .. . but I would say this, we must get back to the Puritans ... read 
the Puritans." He would have been delighted to have had a copy of this excellent book of quotations. 

The editor has done his work well. A good start was made in the "Dedication", and the "Preface" 
states: "The Puritans really knew how to teach and apply God's Word in the Spirit's power. ... The 

-· devotional readings which follow are sometimes almost exact word for word copies of the original ... 
at other times I have paraphrased the original with up-to-date phrases which I trust accurately convey 
the sense of the author and retain something of his "fire".While some of the devotions appear almost as 
written, others have been condensed, so that several pages form a single devotional reading. In so doing 
I have always sought to be faithful to the intent of the author and have provided references to the original 
source material. The devotions may on occasion seem a little abrupt in their flow of thought; th is is due 
to the abridgement of multiplying pages into a convenient extract of approximately 350 words." 

The book is set out as day-to-day readings, throughout the year. Suitable headings are given, with the 
Puritan's name given at the foot of the page.The Bibliography is listed in alphabetical order:AIIeine, Baxter, 
Boston, Bradford, Sibbes, Simmons, Swinnock, Ward, Watson, making a total of twenty-five authors! 
An Author Index is provided as well as a most helpful Scripture Index. 

Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are from the English Standard Version. The print is 
of"sensible" size and is on good quality paper.A most attractive dust jacket is provided. D.L.J . 

John Calvin: A Pilgrim's Life. Herman J. Selderhuis. IVP. pp. 287, paperback. £9.99. ISBN 978 I 
84474 375 9. 

Published to commemorate the quincententary of the birth of John Calvin, this book is a sympathetic 
treatment of his life. Written by a professor of church history and church polity at the Theological 
University Apeldoorn, The Netherlands, it depends on the original sources of Calvin's own writings. 
Donald McKim writes: 'The result is a fresh and invigorating look at the human person behind all the 
caricatures, the faithful servant of Christ who saw his life as being lived in the providence of God ... " 
(back cover). 

"Americanisms" do occasionally come out in translation which do not enhance the book; for example, 
we read on page 31, "Anyone who thought Calvin was a sycophantic slime ball knew nothing of him at all 
. .. ","Calvin had treated Bucer in a letter [that] would have given him every right to hang Calvin out to 
dry" (page 85) - my emphasis. In my opinion the use of such words and phraseology is ~ffensive in a 
Christian book and belong more to the poor quality "Soap operas" shown on British television which 
are imported from the USA, and which no Christian should waste his time watching. On pages 140 and 
141 the author distances both himself and modern Reformed exegesis from Calvin's classical view of the 
Song of Solomon as being an allegory of the Christ and the Church. Because of these problems, although 
an interesting biography of Calvin, I find it difficult to recommend. J.E.N. 

Preacher to the Remnant - The Story of James Renwick. Maurice Grant. Blue Banner 
Productions on behalf of The Scottish Reformation Society. pp. 280 + 16pp of photographs, hardback. 
£17.95. 1SBN 978 0 9511484 9 5. 

The author of the above volume is well known for two previous biographies of Covenanting heroes -
No King but Christ (the story of Donald Cargill) and The Lion of the Covenant (Richard Cameron), both 
published by Evangelical Press in 1988 and 1997 respectively. This work completes the story of the trio 
of field preachers who preached to the "suffering remnant" of the Church of Scotland in the times of 
persecution in the late 17th century, when the civil and ecclesiastical authorities counted those who were 
faithful to Christ's Word - and the principles of the National Covenant - nothing better than partridges 
who were to be hunted to death on the hillsides of Scotland. 

Renwick had many critics, even amongst forme r friends, who deemed him too harsh on those who, 
in measure, conformed to state-imposed authority and accepted the indulgences of the scheming king 
James II who, in 1687, tolerated "moderate Presbyterians" to meet in private houses and "there to hear 
all such ministers as either have or are willing to accept of our indulgence". All this was, of course, a 
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device to distract attention from the king's desire to promote his own papistical designs. Renwick would 
have none of it and continued to conduct conventicles on the hillsides in all weathers, preaching Christ 
to all-comers. 

The authorities eventually apprehended this slight twenty-six-year-old and he was executed in the 
Edinburgh Grass market in February 1688. As the napkin was being tied to his face he called down to a 
friend attending him: "Farewell, be diligent in duty, make your peace with God through Christ; there is a 
great trial coming. As to the remnant I leave, I have committed them to God: tell them from me not to 
weary, nor be discouraged in maintaining the testimony; let them not quit nor forgo one of these despised 
truths. Keep your ground, and the Lord will provide you teachers and ministers. And when He comes, 
He will make these despised truths glorious upon the earth." With such words these godly pastors 
passed out of the world to the heavenly Jerusalem. Their care over, and love to, Christ's despised flock 
on earth, however, continued to their last breath. 

In this definitive bi-ography, Mr. Grant "combines accurate and fascinating historical detail with a warm 
spiritual appreciation of Renwick's life and legacy. Renwick's devotion to Christ shines through, and his 
daily courage and wisdom in difficult circumstances will provide an example to every Christian" (from 
the blurb). Though the trials of believers may be somewhat different in 20 I 0, the reviewer is sure that 
every exercised Christian who reads this excellent volume will thoroughly concur with these words. 

D.C. 

The Undercover Revolution. lain H. Murray. The Banner ofT ruth Trust. pp. I 04, paperback. £4.50. 
ISBN 13 978 I 84871 012 2. 

The subtitle of this book, "How Fiction Changed Britain;• sets out the subject under consideration by the 
author. It is Mr. Murray's contention that the attack on New Testament Christianity came, not so much 
from atheistic science and evolutionary philosophy, but from the message that was spread by novels 
which gloried in displaying an anti-christian bias. 

Starting with Robert Louis Stevenson, through Thomas Hardy, and progressing to other authors, 
Mr. Murray shows that both the lives and the literature of these writers left much to be desired. 
Stevenson, brought up in an Evangelical family, early rejected Christianity. Hardy professed faith under the 
ministry of Bishop Handley Moule's father but was to reject this profession later in life. Truly, the lives and 
writings of these and other authors are spoken of in Matthew 7: 17: "Even so every good tree bringeth 
forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit." And, again: "Be not deceived: evil 
communications corrupt good manners" (I Corinthians I 5:33). The novel , and its children: theatricals, TV 
soap-operas, etc., has had a detrimental effect upon the life and morals of not only our nation but upon 
civilized society at large. 

In the second part of the book the author considers the truth of Christianity, showing that a 
consideration of the facts and early history of Christianity prove that the historical record is true. 
However, Mr. Murray does acknowledge that an intellectual approach is insufficient, but what is needful 
is to come to the Lord jesus Christ in faith and repentance. 

This is an easy book to read and one to be distributed widely to those who make no profession of 
faith in Christ Jesus. However, one word of caution, viz. the version of Scripture quoted is not the 
Authorised Version. J.E.N. 

The Courage to be a Protestant. David Wells. IVP. pp. 253, paperback. £14.95. ISBN 978 I 
84474 278 3. 

The author tells us that this volume sets out, originally, to be a summary and an update of his previous 
four volumes in which he had written in defence of the classic evangelical Protestant position. He tells 
us: "Once this work got under way I found myself not so much compressing as recasting all that I had 
done and then updating it. The result is that this book is less a summary and more an attempt at getting 
at the essence of the project that has engaged me over the last fifteen years .. . " (page xiii). He 
commences by saying that it is an easy matter to say that we are Protestants but "to live by the truths 
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of historic Protestantism, however, is an entirely different matter. That takes courage in today's context" 
(page I). 

Written in the context of American "Evangelicalism", with its "superchurches" and "mega-evangelism", 
this book does have warnings for the British situation. "Evangelicalism has often become an enterprise 
separate from the life of the church. Indeed, among the marketeers the separation is deliberate and visual. 
The services have been entirely emancipated from anything and everything 'churchy' ... " (page 214). The 
methods used by much of modern Evangelicalism "may work in the business world, but it is catastrophic 
when applied in the church world. The reason is that God is not subject to our manipulation, or systems, 
our organization, or our marketing. We cannot force the hand of God ... " (page 216).There is a challenge 
in this book which is asked in the title; do we have "The Courage to be Protestant"? It is refreshing in 
these days to read such an approach to evangelicalism. J.E.N. 

Christ's Victory Over Evil. Ed. Peter G. Bolt. IVP/Appollos. pp. 260, paperback.£ 14.99. ISBN 978 
I 84474 379 7. 

This book is based on transcripts of papers given at the 2008 Moore College School of Theology, 
Australia. It considers the question of Christ's victory over evil and the subject of deliverance from evil 
and from Satan. The papers given are scholastic and may appeal to and help ministers in their pastoral 
concerns. The first paper addresses the question of the problem of sinful conduct in Christians. Do we 
sin because it is our fallen nature or is it because the Christian can be possessed of a demon? There are 
charismatic believers who hold to the view that it is possible for Christians to be thus possessed. 

The writers and their papers do not deny the presence of evil and constantly set before the reader 
the victory of the Lord Jesus Christ. The final chapter is entitled, "Christ's Victory over the Powers and 
Pastoral Practice". In this chapter we are reminded that "Christ has already been victorious over the 
devil, and deliverance has already been won for us" (page 216), the battle has already been won (page 
220), we are not to address the devil but to "talk to your own [heavenly] Father" (page 226), being 
reminded that we are to fix our eyes upon Jesus, and rejoice in the absence of fear (page 230). 

There is a multiplicity of translations of Scripture used and, in one particular paper, great use is made 
of the Apocrypha. J.E.N. 

Concerning the True Care of Souls. Martin Bucer. Trans. by Peter Beale. The Banner of Truth 
Trust. pp. xxxviii+218, hardback.£ 14.00. ISBN 978 0 85151 984 5. 

The full title of this book is sufficient a comment on the contents of the book without further comment 
being necessary. "Here you will find the essential means whereby we can escape from the present 
deplorable and pernicious state of religious schism and division and return to true unity and good 
Christian order in the churches. Knowledge which is useful not only to the congregations of Christ, but 
also to pastors and rulers" (page xxvii). 

Bucer tells us that he wrote his book because "Both appreciation and concern for the community of 
the saints are extinguished more every day, and even pastors themselves seem ever less aware of what 
pastoral care is. I reckoned that I must counter this calamitous situation, and have published something 
on it, which I am sending you" (page xv). He asks the question: "Where are the innocent servants of 
Christ who bring Christ's sheep nothing but the Lord's voice and word, who are zealous to seek all 
the Lord's lost sheep, to bring back again those which have gone astray, to heal the injured, to 
strengthen the weak, to guard the strong and feed them aright [Ezekiel 34: 16]1 And also to shut out 
from the congregation of Christ all those who do not wish to listen to the Lord's word and mend their 
ways?" (page xxxii). "We want to demonstrate to all the pious children of God ... what the church of 
Christ is, what rule and order it must have, who its true ministers are and how they are to exercise their 
ministry in the care of souls and the pastoral office for the true salvation of Christ's lambs ... " 
(page xxxiii). 

In twelve moderately short chapters, Bucer follows his design, pointing out from the Scriptures ofT ruth 
how the Lord through His ministers and elders governs His church. Chapter 9 is the longest chapter of 
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all, being "How the. hurt and wounded sheep are to be bound up and healed, and the imposition of 
penance and exclusion from the Lord's table in the case of those who have in some manner grievously 
sinned" (page 97). However, in this chapter Bucer makes a great deal of penance. He quotes with approval 
the practice of the early church: "This satisfaction and proof of repentance and reformation had to be 
carried out, by those who had sinned and offended the church, in the following way. First they had to 
confess and acknowledge in the church before all the people that they had sinned and misbehaved; then 
for a time determined by the elders of the church they had to grieve and atone for their sins with weeping 
and lamenting, with much earnest praying and pleading, with fasting and staying awake and abstaining from all 
bodily enjoyment, and with generous almsgiving" (page I 05, my emphasis - J.E.N.). I find very little difference 
between this and the Romish doctrine of penance. Milton's words are very appropriate:"New presbyter 
is but old priest writ large!" I found this aspect particularly disappointing - not what I would have 
expected from one who was the leader of the Protestant reformation in Strasbourg, and contemporary 
with John Calvin. 

Each chapter is headed by various texts of Scripture which Bucer expounds. In the translation of this 
book from the German text the NIV has been used. 

J.E.N. 

True Love. I Corinthians 13. Understanding the Meaning of Christian Love. 
James M. Renihan. Evangelical Press. pp. 144, hardback. £8.99. ISBN 978 0 85234 713 3. 

Commenting on a sublime poem can be flat and wordy, killing the subject, but this US Professor of 
Historical Theology has put the results of preaching on I Corinthians 13 into a succinct and readable 
book with good print. He says it has taken a long time to produce, and that he went into print because 
when he preached it he was encouraged to do so. 

He starts with I John 4: 19, "We love Him because he first loved us", and works through the theme 
that love is a commandment, not just an emotion, and a gift of God, not a human attainment. His second 
chapter deals with the last verse of the previous chapter, that love is a way that is beyond comparison. 
Then he divides his subject into: being without love; the acts of love, love and self; love's propriety; the 
temper of love; love's happiness; love and all things; love's permanence; pursuing love; and finally true love. 

Part of the value of this book is that word meanings have been well researched. E.M. 
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