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CHAFF AND WHEAT.

The prophet that hath II dream, let him tell a dream; and he tl1at hath my
word, let him speak my wonl faithfully. What is the chaff to the wheat?
saith the Lord. Is Hot my word like as a fire? saith the Lord; and like a hammer that breaketh the rock to pieces ?"-JER. x XIII. 28.29 ...

LITTLE is revealed in scripture of the way or manner in wllich
God made known his will to men, from the time of Adam to the
time of Noah, a period of about fifteen hundred years. It would
seem that God spoke by an audible voice to Adam, and gave him an
intimation of a Saviour: and as it is said of his Son Abel, that "as
by faith, that is, (by faith in the Saviour) he offered a more excellent sacrifice than Cain" his brother who slew him, it may be inferred that he was taught of God, and preached the gospel: and the
same may be said of Enod), who it seems had faith, walked with
God, or had communion with him, and was enabled as a prophet to
foretel the coming of Christ. Of Noah, it is said he was a preacher
of righteousness, by whieh I suppose is meant that he preached justification by the righteousnes!l of Christ: but I can find no n:ention
made of any prophets or preachers sent of God, from the time of
Noah till the call of Abram, a period of about 400 years, when he,
with his son Isaae, and his grandson Jacob, were instructed of God
to make known the gospel, or salvation by Christ. Nor do I find
any mention made of prophets or preachers, raised up by God, from
the time of Abram and his sons till the time of Moses, another
period of about 400 years, save Joh and his three friends, who
though they were not of Israel, were no doubt taught of God concerning Christ and salvation by him, and taught others; for, in the
book which hears his name, he made it known that Christ would
come into the world as the Redeemer, and that he knew him to bE'
his. Job xix. 25. And as for this long period of time, (some two
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thousand five hundred years,) the Lord's prophet's were so few in
number, it may be inferred that his elect people in the world were
so too, and did not stand in need of more, for much provision
is not necessary for a small family. In the person of Moses
God raised up a wonderful prophet, as thc five books which bear
his name testify, by whom he made known his mind and will far exceeding the former times, and after him in succession, Joshua, Samuel, Nathan, David, Solomon and others; and after them, the
sixteen prophets whose books are preserved to us.
The prophets or men of God" called, instructed, and sent by him
to make his will known to others, and to foretel future events, at uifferent times, were first called seers, I suppose because they saw, or
foresaw, things to come; and I find this stated in the 9th chapter
of the first book of Samuel, where it is written, " Before time in
Israel, when a man went to enquire of God, thus he spake, Come, and
let us go lo t he seer: for he that is now elllled a prophet was beforetime
called a seer." God eomunicated his will to these persons by inspiral ion, and then sent them forth to communicate to others what
he had dictated to them; and he sometimes did this by dreams and
visions, and even by an audible voice, for thus he spake to Moses in
the huming bush, and upon mount Sinai, and to Samuel in the
night. I Sam. iii. 4.
It is in this sense that those who wrote the canonical books of the
Old anu Ncw Testament are acknowledged as prophets. Malaehi,
the last of the prophets, it is supposed, prophesied about three hundred years beforc Christ, the great prophet of his church, infinitely
preferable to them all, being the Son of God, of the same nature
with him, and equal to him: and this was foretold so far back as the
time of Moses, who no doubt spoke of Christ when he said, " God
will raise up a prophet like unto me," Deut. xviii. 15.; that is,
resembling me in nature and office, man and mediator,-but with
this dilfcrence,that while I am a servant, he will be as a Son and Lord
of his church, who will teach them the wil1 of God, lIot only in his
own person on earth, but by his word and Spirit when he is exalted
to the right hand of power. What Moses predicted, Paul testified
had ucen accomplished; for in the first chapter of his epistle to the
Hebrew~, he says, "God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spal<e in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in these
last days spoken unto us by his Son." Now it would seem, that as
custom and the use of language varied at different times, and that
t he men of God, sent by him to preach his word, were, ill the first
ages, called sec)'s, but aftcrwarrls prophets,-so, after the coming
ot (;hri~t, the grcat prophet of his church, other names or titles were
given to those who were called and sent to preach the word of God)
" the go~pel of ~alvatioll." Some were called apostles: these,
twelve in 1l1l1UUCr, wl'I'e chosen by Clll'ist, alld especially taught by
him the sublime truths of the gospel; anu ill confirmation of their
divine commission, he gave them power to work miracles. Others,
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seventy in number, but inferior to the apostles, were called disciples,
and scnt forth to preach, and powcr also givcn them to work
miracles. But from that time to this, the \lame or title by which
those called and sent to preach the gospel are usually known, and
by which the apostles themselves speak of them in their epistles, is
ministcrs of Christ; sometimes indeed spoken of as prophcts, hut
usually ministers. S1. Paul says, " Let a man so account of us, as
of thc ministcrs of Christ, and stcwards of the mysteries of God." 1
Cor. iv. I. Somc, it is true, filling different offices in the church,
were termed, evangelists, pastors and teachers; but all were, in a
greater or less degree ministers,- min" sters of Christ,- called to
preach the gospel, and fitted for t he work by teaching of the Spirit.
Now though God, from the earliest ages of the world, raised up
men to declare his mind and will, yet, from a very early date, there
were men who professed to be what they were not,-ealled and sent
by him to preach his word, but who were no better than decivers;
and there have always Leen people willing to li;;ten to such deceivers,
and who have preferred lies to truth; and as nothing can come to
pass contrary to the will of God, I am led to conclude that this state
of things has been, by his permission, for some wise ends. Nay, 1
find that God did, under the Old Testament dispensati.on, actually
send forth lyinf{ spi1'its, to deceive men, and did this to Ahab, i.n
order that he might fall; and a remarkable account of this is given
in 1 Kings xxii. 20--22: "The Lord said, who shall persuade
Ahab, that he may go up and fall at Hamoth-gilead? Anll there came
forth a spirit, and stood before the Lord, and said, I will persuade
him. And the Lord said unto him, wherewith? And he said, I will
go forth, and 1 will be a lying spirit in the mouth of all his prophets.
And the Lord said, thou shalt pe1'suade him, and prevail also: go
forth, and do so." But though God, for some wise end, no doubt,
thus suffered Ahab to be deceived by a lying spirit, yet in this chapter, from which I have taken my text, he threatens those prophets
generally, wllo went forth to deceive his people with thei I' idle dreams,
whom he had never sent. "They are prophets," says he, " of the
deceit of their own heart; which think to cause my people to forget
my name by their dreams, which they tell every lllan to his neighbour. Behold, I am against them that prophesy false dreams, sait h
the Lord, and do tell them, and cause my people to err by their lies,
and by their lightness; yet I sent them not, nor commanded t]]('111 :
therefore they shall not profit this people at all, sailh the Lord." No
doubt the elect people of God that were mixcd with the Jewish people
those whom he had" chosen into Christ before the foundation of the
world," Eph. i. 4; were preserved from being deceived finally or totally by the false prophets, though they may have eauset! them to err; for
we know that Christ, in his public ministry, intimated that it was not
possible that the elect should be deceived by false prophets. Yet
the people of the Jews at large preferred these false prophets, and
loved them the more lies they preached to them, and even charged
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them not to preach Christ to them, tlte Holy One of I!lrael, as they
called him; and you will find an awful character drawn of them by
the Lord in Isaiah xxx 9-11 : "This is a rebellious people, lying
children, children that will not hear the law of the Lord: which say
to the seers, see not; and to the prophets, prophesy not unto us
right things, speak unto us smooth things, prophesy deceits: cause
the Holy One of Israel to cease from before us." So things were
under the Old Testament dispensation, and they have been no better
under the New. Christ, the great prophet of his church, who was
God, one with the Father, knew an things: .. knew all men, and
knew what was in man." John it 24, 25. He foretold the rising up of
false prophets or teachers in after times, who would be a trouble to
the church, though not able to deceive his elect people, because
" taught of God," Isaiah liv. 13; "and guided by the Spirit into all
truth." John xvi. 13. "There sltall arise, said he " false Christs
and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect."
What our Lord foretold, soon began to be fulfilled after he left the
world; and for this we have the testimony of his apostles who survived him. St. John warns the children of God, in his first epistle,
in these words: " Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone
out into the world." 1 John iv. 1. In his second epistle he says:
" Manv deceivers are entered into the world."
Wh~t says the apostle Peter on the subject? why, he too, under
the Spirit's teaching, warns the believers in Christ, to whom he wrote
bis second epistle, that as aforetime there had been false prophets or
teachers, so the evil would go on... There was false prophets among
the people," said he, " even as there sltall be false teachers among
you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, * • * and many
shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of
truth shall be cvil spoken of;" and then he adds, "They speak evil
of the things that they understand not; and shall utterly perish in
t heir corruption." 2 Pet. ii. 3. 12.
I suppose the apostle's meaning
is, (and I am persuaded his words have been awfully fulfilled already,)
that false prophets, or teachers, would gradually, or little by little,
oppose and try to bring into disrepute those sublime doctrines of the
gospel which relate to a Trinity of peroons in the Godhead,-the
Deity and eternal Sonship of Christ,-that his blood is full of atonement for the sillS of his people, and that his righteousness is imputed to them foJ' their justification,-and denying also the divine
influencc and operations of the Spirit ;-and he calls these dmrmabte
Ileresies, because they lead to destruction, both those that propogate
them, and those that receive them. And as aforetime, the people
prefer reu tho,t> prophets that prophesied lies and deceits, so it is for
the most part lIOW, as the "postle foretold it would be: " They speak
evil of the tlrings thcy understand nOI;" they speak evil of those
doctrine, uf the gospel which shcw forth the sovereignty and grace uf
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God, in his election of a people for himself into Christ, before the
foundation of the world: the full and free pardon of their sins
tllrough his blood; their justification by his righteousness; and that
their salvation is a finished and complete work, wrought out by him.
They speak evil of those thing's which they understand not; and they
cannot understand them by the mere light of nature, or while mere
natural men, destitute of the grace and Spirit of God,-as the apostle
Paul says: " The natural man rcceiveth not the things of the Spirit
of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know
them, because they are spiritually discerned."
But let us see what the apostle Paul says upon this subject, and if
he does not confirm the words of John and Peter. In the second
epistle to the saints at Corinth, he speaks of some who had already
appeared in the world; thus fulfilling the prediction of Christ, whom
he styles " false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ. And no marvel (says he) "for
Satan ~himself is transformed into an angel of light. Therefore
it is no great thing fif his ministers also be transformed as the
ministers of righteousness; whose end shaJl be according to their
works." 2 Corinthians ii. 13-15. These are awful words; for
they show that Satan actually has ministers in the world, who
are secretly Joing his work; and the more difficult to be detected,
because assuming the outward appearance of ministers, and concealing their hatred of the gospel, by a varnish of zeal for moral righteousness. These are, in truth, the enemies within the camp, and
more to be dreaded than the 0l>en enemies in arms without the waJls.
These are they that " walk in craftiness, and handle the word of
God deceitfuJly," 2 Cor. iv. 2; and who make it an excuse for preaching salvation Jlal·tly by works; that the doctrines of the gospel, which
ascribe it solely to grace, are dangerous, and open the door to licentiousness. And it would seem that there were many of this sort in
the apostle's time, for he says in another place: " We," (we apostles, taught or sent of God,) "we are not as many, which corrupt the
word of God." 2 Cor. ii. 17. And it seems that no sooner had Paul
himself preached the gospel of the graee of God in Galatia, than
some of these corrupters of it were soon on his heels, trying to preach
another gospel; making it, as many do in these days, a compound
mixture of law and gospel, grace and works, Christ and Moses, and
which soon called forth a sharp reprimand from him to those who had
given heed to these false teachers: " I marvel," &ays he, "that ye
are soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ
unto another gospel: which is not another; but there be some that
trouhle you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ." And then he
adds these solemn words, which may well make the ears of false
teachers tingle: ,. But though we, or an angel from heaven, preac
any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto
you, Id him be accursed." But Paul has not only thus made Known
what occurred in his time, and during his own personal ministry,
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hut, under the Spirit's teaching, was enaLled to warn his son Timothy that things would go on from bad to worse, and that it behove d
Ilim, as a young minister, to be upon the watch, and be faithful to
the ministry to which he had hcen called. His charge to him is
very solemn: "I charge thee before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ,
who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his
kingdom; preach the word; make full proof of thy ministry;" and
then he adds these remarklule words, (and surely none who sec what
is passing in these days, will deny they having been fulfilled in part,
and will no doubt go on fulfilling): "The time will come," says he,
" when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own
lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; and
they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall he tumed
unto fables." As aforetime, the people called upon the prophets
to preach to them smooth tflings, lies and deceits; so at this day,
worldly men cannot hear to hear the gospel preached faithfully, but
turn away from it, and persecute those that preach it, and seek for
those that will amuse their fancy with fables, anecdotes, or moral
essays; and by heaping to themselves these teachers, the apostle
seems to express not only the number of them, but their confused
and indiscreet choice of them, that scarcely any two of them are of
the same mind, m' tell the same story. .But though God, for some
wise end, no doubt, suffers Satan to have his ministers upon earth,
and to "blind the minds of them that believe not," 2 Cor. iv. 4.
and whose end" shall be according to their works,"-for having
done the work their master sets them, they will surely have their
wages,-death; "The wages of sin is death," Rom. vi. 23; and
though, as the great sovereign of the world, God has a right to do
what he will with his creatures, even to harden Pharoah's heart, not
to let his people go, Exodus vii. 3; and sent a lying spirit to Ahab,
that he might fall; and gave to the Jews" the spirit of slumber,"
Rom ans xi. 8. so that they had no sense of sin, nor saw the need of
a Saviour; and even sends to some a strong delusion that they should
believe a lie," 2 Thess. ii. 11.; yet as God has always had a people
in the world, near and dear to him, chosen in Christ, and given to
him as " a seed that should serve him, and be counted for a generation," Psalm xxii. 30, and whose salvation is a complete and linished
work, wrou~ht out by his obedience, sufterings, and death,-so he
has at all times raised up, instructed, and sent forth ministers to
preach the gospel to them, t hat by means of it they may come to a
knowledge of that salvation which has been wrought out for them,
and may be ca))ed out of their nature" darkness into his marvellous
light," 1 Peter ii. 9. and from the power of Satan unto himself.
When Christ ca))cd Paul to the work of the ministry by a voice
from heaven, (an account of which you will find recorded in the
twenty-sixth chapter of Acts,) he spoke these remarkable words:
" I send thee to the Gentiles, to open their eye,., and to turn them
from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that
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they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them
which are sanctifled by faith that is in me," Yea, and Christ has
given a sweet promise to those whom he sends forth to preach the
gospel, to cheer and gladden their hearts under their trials and persecutions: " La, I am with you alway," said he, "even unto the end
of the world," Matt. xxviii. ZO. As if he had said, though no longer
personally present among you, I shctll be so spiritually to comfort,
and support, and strengthen you; to give you faith, and fervency,
and utterance; to protect you from all your enemies, and preserve
you from all evil, till your work is done.
And now let us see what instructions the Lord gives to his ministers
in my text. It would seem he first speaks to those who are not his ministers, and then to those that arc. First, to those that are not. "The
prophet that hath a dream, let him tell his dream;" as ifhe had said,
If any man goes forth to preach in my name, pretending to be what he
is not, onc of my prophets, but who has neither been called, nor sent,
nor instructed by me; if his object is to make a trade of his preaching,
or to gain the applause of men, let him have his own headstrong
way; let him go and preach his nonsense if he will, but dont let him
push it upon the world as from me; dont let him preach doctrines,
as if they were revealed by me, which are of mere human invention,
and no better than mere dreams; and which, though they may amuse
and please the carnal mind, can neither edify the mind nor correct
the heart•. ,And now let us see what instructions the Lord gives to
those who are his ministers, called and sellt by him, to preach to his
children "good tidings of good, and to publish their salvation."
Isaiah lii. 7. He that goes forth to preach the word of God-the
gospcl-" The word of his grctce;" and does so under the guidance, direction, and teaching of the Spii'it, who guides into all truth.
He who thus goes forth to preach the gospel, " He that hath my
word, let him speak my word faithfully: for what is the chaff to the
wheat? saith the Lord;" which is no other than a proclamation of
the love, grace, and mercy of God to his elect in Christ; of the
full and free pardon of their sins through his blood: of their j ustification by his righteousness; and of their complete salvation by his
obedience, sufferings, and death. He who thus goes forth, having
the gospel not only in his hands to read, or in his head, so as to
have speculative notions of it, but has it in his heart, where it has
come, not as the word of man, but as it is truth, the word of God,
which worketh effectually in them that believe." 1 Thess. ii. 13;
which is not, as some would have it, an qfler of salvation by Christ,
on certain conditions to be performed by men, such as to believe in
him, to repent, and do wod.s in obedience to the law; but let such
speak the word faithfully.
I hope, my friends, you will not forget me, and my young friend
and brother, who ministers so ably with me here,'~ in those best
.. Rev. G. D. Grundy, A. M.
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moments which you pas~ upon your knees, that wc may be found in
the number of the Lord's faithful ministers; for to my mind, it is a
title of more worth than any the king of ~ngland can bestow; and to
that man, of whatever sect or party he may be,who, regardless of the
world's censure and of its applause, goes forth boldly and fearlessly
to preach the gospel, with a single eye to God's glory, and the good
of hi., chosen ones; and who keeps back or eonceals nothing to suit
the taste, or to humour the prejudices of his hearers,-to that man I
will cordially offer the right hand of Christian fellowship, and bid
him, from my heart, God speed. "He that hath my word, let him
speak my word faithfully; for what is the chaff to the wheat? saith
Lord." There is as much difference between the dreams and the
lies preached by false prophets, and the gospel preached by faithful
ministers, as between wheat and chaff. False doctrine is quite light:
and like chaff, has no nourishment in it; whereas, sound doctrine is
as choice, pure, solid, substantial, nourishing wheat ;-it is to "the
soul, what wheat is to:the bod.y,-it keeps it in a healthy state; - and
even does more, for it first quickens, and then" nourishes up the
soul to eternal life." I Tim. iv. 6. "What is the chaff to the wheat?
saith the Lord." In one translation of the Syriac Bible, the text is,
" Why do ye mix the chaff wi th the wheat? saith the Lord." See
2 Cor. ii. 7. And perhaps this is the most common evil in the visible
church at the present day. In Popish countries, it is to be feared,
nothing but clwff is offered to the people; but in this Protestant
land of bibles and of schools, but few ministers are now to be found,
who dare offer to their hearers nothing but chaff. They find that
mere moral essays wont do, without something about Christ, and
salvation by him; so to make the meal palatable, wheat is mixed
with the chaff. Salvation' by Christ is preached, but then man is
made a partner with him; works are mixed up with grace, and though
this mixture is often made with great craftiness, the Lord's regenerated children can instantly detect the fraud, and turn away from it
with loathing.
Now the Lord, in my text, having given instruction to his ministers to speak the word faithfully, goes on to compare it to fire. "Is
not my word. as a fire? saith the Lord." The gospel,-" the word
of God's grace," - maybe compared to fire, because when the preaching of it is accompanied by the Spirit, it gives light to sinners to see
into themselves: as the Psalmist says, "The entrance of thy words
giveth light; it giveth understanding unto the simple." Psalm cxix.
130. It is by this light that sinners see their own impurity, their weakness, and the insuffieiency of their own righteousness to justify them
before God, and are then led on to see, and to depend on the righteousness of Christ only for acceptance with GOd; and it 'is by this
light they are directed in their walk: "Thy word," says the Psalmist, " is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path." Psalm
cxix. 105.
The word indeed, like fire, is different in its effects; for as fire
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IItm1cns some things, while it softens 01' md\s others, so the word,
while it hardens some sinner!', and makes ~h('m more obdurate,
quickens others to a new, holy, spiritual, divine life, and thus the
Hpostle says, "It is the savour of death unto death, it is the !'avour
of life unto life." Z COl'. ii. 16. The word too, like fire, is ofa purifying nature; for as fire, when applied to gold or silver, purifies,
or 1)eparales t he dross from the pu re metal, so the word, when applied hy the Spirit to the hearts of God's people, separates them as
" the precious from the vile," Jcr. xv. 19. It separates those that
are of God from thosc that are of Satan's kingdom, and separates
them from their former evil ways, so as not to walk in them as aforetime, and from their idols, nnd among others, from that idol-selfrighteoumess,-no less worshipped by natural men than Dagon wa,
hy the Philistines, and for whose sakc the ark was hanished to Gath.
1. Sam. v. 8. And as Christ prayed his divine Father that the gospel, "the word of trutll," might havc this effect on his people, such
it must and will have wherever it is faithfully preached: "Sanctify
them through thy truth," said he, ." thy word is truth." Johu xvii.

17.
But the Lord not only compares his word to fire, but to a hammer.
" Is not my word like a hammer tlHlt breaketh the roek in pieces?
saith the Lord." In order to explain this, let me first observe, that
the heart of man, by reason of his fall in Adam, is not only described
as "deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked," .Jer. xvii.
9.; hut as being hard as a stone, quite destitute of spiritual life and
motion, and which cannot be changed but by the pr)\verful and efficacious grace of God in regeneration,-a mighty work which he has
promised to do for all his people, saying, "I will take away the
stony heart out of tlleir Aesh, and I will give them an heart of flesh."
Ezek. xxxvi. 26. And it would seem that the heart of man, hard as
it is by nature, resisting all good impressions, is made yet harder by
an obstinate persisting in sin; and such was the case of the .Jews,
when God sent his prophets to them, and of whom he complains,
saying, "They stopped their ears, that they should not hear: yea,
they made their hearts as an adamant stone, least they should bear
the law, and the words which the Lord of Hosts hath sent in his
Spirit by the former prophets." Zech. vii. I J, 12.
In my text, the Lord speaks of the heart of man, because of its
hardness, under the figure of a rock, and which his word as a ham
mer, breaks in pieces: yea, and this, sooner or later, the Lord
effects in all his people by means of his word,-hy this hammer they
become, if I may so speak, bmken-hearted for their sins, so as to
sorrow for them with a godly sorrow; then their hearts hecome sensible of sin and danger, soft, tender, spiritual, submissi\'e to the will
01' God, and obedient to the commands of Christ. This is the Lord's
work; man cannot break his own adamant stone heart, or the heart
of others, by the hammer of the word, unless the Lord applies his
VOL.
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word to the heart: as a hammer is hut an instrument, and can do
nO'hing of itselt~ so as to break a rock, unless taken up and uscd by
a powerful hand, so the word is only an efficient hammer wllen the
Lord applies it to the heart by his Spirit: thcn it becomes" the
power of God unto salvation," Rom. i. 16.; then it cumes "in demonstration of the Spirit and of vowel'," I. Cor. ii. 4.; "not as the
word of men, but as it is in truth, the wonl of God," 1. Thes~. ii.
13. But the Lord does not leave those whose hearts he has hroken
with the hammer of his word, to sorrow as those which have no
hope, 1. Thess. iv. 13.; for it is one of the works of Christ, and for
which he was sent, "to bind up the brokt'n-hearted," amI" to
comfort them that mourn," and to give unto them "heauty for
ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, and the garment of praisc for the
spirit of heaviness." Isaiah lxi. 3. And he would have his ministers,
whom he hath sent forth with the hammer, to speak comfortably to
those whose hearts have been broken by it: "Comfort ye, comfort
ye my people; speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her,
that her warfare is accomplished, and that her iniquity is parduned."
Isaiah xii. 2.
May the Lord uless this portion of his word for the ingathering
of his scattered ones, and for the comfurt of his called ones, to the
praise of the glory of his grace.-Amen.
llarewoorl, March 16, 1835.
E LA H.
---000---

APHORISM.S BY WILLIAM ROMAIN'E,

Never before Puhlished.
No. VIll.
ON a new year's day, he took this word for his text Elioenal: and
gave this as the meaning of it: mine eyes m'e towards my God ilimselj.
Crodcn, in his Concordunce, gives this explanation of the word,-to-

wards him are mine eyes-towards him are myfountltins-towards
him Cire my poverty and my misery. Mr. Romaine's ex planation is
more emphatieal-- mine eyes lire tow(l1'ds my Godltimsell. Told me
hy Mr. Parker at Exmouth. How suitable a word is this for a new
year, yea for every day, hour, and moment of time throughout our
whole lives. To have our eyes towards our God Jesus, this is faith
in acr and exercise. This faith constantly exercised on him who is
our God himself, makes life plcasant, death most sweet,heaven most
t1'uly desirable. Because he will be thcre our everlasting li~ht, and
our everlasting glory. Such views fill the soul with hopes full of a
glorious immortality. I wish from my heart all contained in this to
be enjoyed by all my friends, and all the dearly beloved people of
God, on cart h and in heaven.
On another llew-year's day, Mr. Romaine preached on this word,
Jeltovalt-.Iirelt. III which sermon hc said, a child of God would
think and SHY, the times lIrc bad, but my Heavenly Father hath the
keys of all thc h,lins in the kingdom, IInd he will not suffer me to
want, thereforc [ will lrll~1 in him.

,

,-

TilE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

4~9

On another ncw-ycHr's day, his tcxt was, and Jaco/J called the
nctme of the place Penid, for I have seen God face to jace, and
my life is preserved. He began thus. We are entered on the newyear; aud we have a word given us for the new year, Pcnicl. The
meallin~ of it is this. The face of the Lord turned in love towards
us. Looking at the text in this view of it, and looking on you, I
would wish you all a happy new-year. fNherever you are, and
whatsoever engaged in, may you find the face of thc Lord turned
in love towards you.
On the sixth of January in a certain year, he preached on these

words-the people that uJalked in dm'kness, have seen a great light.

I.

He said, since this year began, 1 have buried one of my oldest hearers. A person who sat under me ever since I came Into this parish,
and she knew no more of what I was preaching (pointing with
his finger to the middle of the church) than that candlestick. 0,
my brctnren, added hc. that I should be brought to know Jesl1s and
believe on him, is as ~reat a miracle as that Christ should be conceived and born of a Virgin.
Preaching at St. Dunstan's on these words- To l)roclaim tlte acceptable year of the Lord, and the day of vengeance of our God, to
comfort all that mourn: ,he said, ever since the Lamb of God wab offered on Calvary, we have had nothing but the jubilee trumpet sounding peace and pardon through the blood of the Lamb. And methinl<s
1 hear some poor sinners saying,-may I come and take the benefit
of the atonement. He replied, who art thou? art thou any thing
worse than a sinner? If thou art not worse than a sinner? If thou
hadst all the sins of London on thee? if thou hadst all the sins of
all the men and women from Adam's fall down to the present moment of time on thee, nay, if thou hadst all the sins for which the
damned are shut up in hell, tis no bar nor bolt to J<cep thee from believing on Jesus.
Preaching at Blackfriars on these won]s, For tlly name's sltlce, 0
Lvrcl,pm·eton mine iniquit.lJ, for it is great. He said, there never
was any sin committed out of hell, but I will undertake to prove by
this book (holding up his bible) that it hath been pardoned already,
and as it has been parcloned already, it will be pardoned again. 0,
Sirs, tis easy with the Lord to pardon all the sins of London.
Sinner, it is no matter what the sin of your nature or constitution
is, the blood of Christ cleanseth from all sin. And aggravate your
sins, make as much as you can of them, you cannot make yourselves
out to be worse than the murderers of Christ, and the very murderers
of Christ found mel'cy at the hands of God. But you will say to me
they had an apostle to preach to them, we have no apostles to preach
to us. True, we have no apostles to preach to us, but we have
the same gospel, and the same almighty Spirit to accompany it 10
our hearts.

!'iOO
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A COMPREHENSIV"'; VIEW OJ,' THE CHRISTIAN FAITH AS EXPRESSED IN
THAT FORM Oil' SOUND WORDS IN THE ATHANASIAN CREED, AND
EXTRACTED FROM THE PREACHINGS AND WRITINGS OF THE LATE
VENERABLE AND REVEREND WILLIAM ROMAIN.J<;: RECOMMENDED TO THE enURCH OF CHRIST, IN TillS AWFUL DAY OF DEPARTURB FROM THE FAITH ONCE DELIVERED TO THE SAINTS. BY A
LAYMAN.

Proofs from Scripture of the Doctrine of tlte Christian Religion,
as expressed in tlwl Form ofsound Words, lite Creed of
ATHAN.41SIUS.
'J.'lle first seven propositions hold fm't/' the Trinity uf the Godhead,
videlicet:
).- Whosoever will (
besaved; before alt I
2nd. Tim. 1. IS.-Hold fa5t the form of
things it is neces- ~ sound words, which thou hast heard of me,
sary that he hold 'Lin faith and love which is in CHRIST JESUS.
the Catholic faith.

r

o-Wh' 'I f. 'tl
IC 1 <11 1, except ever one do
ke epWlOCan(
I Iy I undefiled'
without ~
doubt he shall e' I
I t' PI
f IS 1 ever as 109 y.

~

Gal. i. 6, 8.-1 marvel that ye are so soon
d I'
I'
I
11 d
'
I
remove, rom IIm t lat ca e you mto t le
grace of CHRIST, unto another gospel: but
,
though we, or an angel from heaveu, pre~ch
any other gospel unto you, than tl~at which
we have preached unto YOll, let 11101 Le acd
_curse •

I
I
l

S.-And the Catholic
Faith is this, that (
we worship one
God in Trinity,and
Trinity in Unity.
4. Neither confounding the Persons;
nor dividing the
substance.
5.- For there is oue ,
Pers0n of the Father, anOl her of the ~
Son: aod another
of the f-:lolyGhost.
6.-But the Godhead
of the Fetthel' of t he
Son,and ofthe Holy Ghost,is all one:
the g'loryeq ua I, the
majesty co-ctcrna I.
7.-Such as the Father is, such is the
Son: and such is
the Holy Gho~t.

Deut. vi. 4.-Heal',O Israel, the LoRD
our GOD is one LOllD.
1st John v. 7.-For there are Three that
bear record in heaven, the FATHJ>R, the
WORD, and the HOLY GHOST: and these
Three are One,

Matt. jii. 16, 17.-And JESUS, when he
was baptized, went up straitway out of the
water: and lo! the heavens were opened
unto him, and he saw the Spirit of GOD
descentling like a dove, and lighting upon
Jlim. And lo! a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I
am well pleased.

II
l

"
...
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The twelve next propositions sltew the JE1l0lTAll iu 'Trinity
to be Ullcreate, Incomprehensible, Eternal, Almighty, GOD, and
ORD. 'l'ltrtt the FATHER is each of the,above none can doubt.
'hat the SON and HOLY SPIRI'T are each of the same, the following texts wilt clearly prove.
J .-TheSon un create

2.-Thc Hol Ghost
t
y
uncrea e.

John i. 3.-AlI things were made by him;
and without him was not any thing made that
{ was made.

1

~~alm civ. 30.-Thou seudest forth thy
Spun, they arc created: and thou renewest
the face of the earth.

(
I

Matt. xi. 27.-No man knoweth the Son
but the Father.

I

I

3

Th S
.
Psalm. cxlv. 2.-Great is the LoRD, and
. - he. bOl ll In- ~ great Iy to be praised: and his greatness is
compre ens I e.
ullsearchable.

I
I
I

Eph. iii. S.-The unsearchable riches of

I Christ.

(
1st Cor. ii. ll.-For what man knoweth
4.-Thc Holy Ghost ~ the things of Cl man, save the spirit of a man
incomprehensible. 'lwhich is in him? Even so the things of GOD
knoweth no man, but the Spirit of GOD.
5.-The Son eternal.

Psalm xlv. 6.- Thy throne 0 GOD, is for
ever and ever: the sceptre of thy kingdom is
a right sceptre.

1

( Heb. ix. 14.-How much more shall the
6 -Th H I GI t I blood of CHRIST, who through the etern.al
. etcrn:l: 0 y IOS ~ Spirit, offered him.self without Spot to GOD,
purge your conscience from dead works to
serve the Ji ving GOD?

'
L

r

Rev. i. 8.-1 am the Alpha and Omega,
7.-The SonAlmigh- ~ the beginning and the ending, saith the
'lLoRD, which is, and which was, and which
ty.
, is to come, the ALMIGHTY.
B.-The Hol Ghost'
Job xxxiii. 4.-The Spirit of GOD. hath
) made .me, and the breath of the Almighty
Almi ht . Y
~ hath given me.
g y
J

9.-The Son of GOD.

{

John i. I.-In the beginning was the
WORD, and the WORD was with GOD, and
the WonD was GOD.
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Acts v. 3, 4.-But Peter said, Ananias,

, I why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the

Ho,LY GHOST, and to keep back part of the
10.-The JilolyGhost j price of the land? While it remained, was
God.
) it not thine own? And after it was sold, was
it not in thine own power? Why hast thou
conceived this thing in thine heart? Thou
hast not lied unto men, but unto GOD.

I
l

) st PhII. ii. ll.-And that every tongue
It.-The Son Lord. { should confess, that JESUS CHRIST is LORD,
to the glory of GOD the Father.
12.-The Hol Ghost
L d
y
or •

l

2 Cor. iii. 17.-Now the LoRD is that
SPIRIT; and where the SPIRIT of the LORD
is, there is liberty.

"
The

~econd

part treats of the cif!ice of J EHOJTAH in Covenant.
Heb. i. 5, 6.-For unto which of the angels said he at any time, Tholl art my Son,
I this day have I begotten thee? And again, I
~ will be to him a Father, and he shall be to
I me a Son? And again, when he bringeth in
the first begotten into the world, he saith,And
·Iet the angels of GOD worship him.
(
o

The Son begotten.

l

0

John xvi. 26.-But the Comforter, which
( iS,the HOLY GHOST, whom the FATHER will
send in my name, he shall teach you all
things, and bring all things to your remem
The Holy Ghost pro- J brance, whatsoaver I have said unto you.
ceedeth from the ~
Father and the Son
John xv 26.-But when the Comforter is
come, whom I will send unto you from the
I FATHER, even the SPIRIT of truth, which
proceed'eth from the FATHER, he shall testify of me.

I

I

L

LASTLY.
He that will be saved, (
2nd Cor. xiii. 14.-The grace of the LoRn
f~ JESUS CHRIST, and the love of GOD, and the
'
k
mus t th us th 10 O .
•
commUnIon of the HOLY GHOST, be With
, 'ty,
tlle 1'flm
. you all, Amen.

l

r
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Tne third part treats of IMllfANUEL, GO)) aucl M~1N in
CllBIST; unti of !lis Redemption, by which all helievers are
sm'ed, mul (tlso rejecting which all unbelieve,'s shalt he condemned.
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--Mark xvi. 16.-He that believeth and is haptized, shall he
savcd: but he that beJieveth not, shall be damned.
(
1st Tim. iii. 16.-Without controversy,
great is the mystery of Godliness: GOD was
manifest in the flesh.
I st John v. 20.-And we know that the
His Iucarnation.
'1) SON of GOD is come, and hath given us an
understanding that wc may know him that
is true, and we are in him that is true, even
in his SON JJ,SUS CHRIST. This isthc true
GOD, and eternal life.
Matt. i. 28.-Beholcl, a virgin shall be
. t G cl d M
with child, and shall bring forth a son, and
Cl IriS
0 an
an.
• name E
lw'
t h ey s h a I1 ca II IlIS
MMANtmL,
lie h •
being interpreted, is GOD with us.
Equal to the Father
Phil. ii. 8. - Who being in the form of
as touching his GOD, tho'ught it not robbery to bc equal with
GOD.
Godhead.
(
John xiv. ZS.-Ye have heanl how I said
Inferiortothe Father, I unto you, I go away, and come again to you.
ns touching his'~ If ye loved me, ye would rejoice, because 1
I said, I go unto the Father; for my Fathcr is
manhood.
greatcr than I.
(
1st Cor. viii. 6.-But to us there is but
God and man in one) one (joD,the Father,ofwhom arc all things,
Christ.
" and we in him; and one LORD JESUS CH1UST,
l by whom are all things, and we by him.
John iii. 16.-For GOD so loved the world,
And they that have ( that he gave his only begutten Son, that
done good shall go
whosoever bdieveth in him, should not pe,
into life everlastrish, but have everlasting life.
ing: and they that i
have done evil into I
Matt. xxv. 46.-and these shall go away
into everlasting punishment: but the righeverlasting fire.
teous into life eternal.
(
John iii. 36.-He that believeth on the
SON, hath everlasting life: and he that beThis is the Catholic
lievClh not the SON, shall not see life; but
Faith: which exthe wrath of GOD abideth on him.
cept a man helie\'e,~
faithfully he can-l
Acts iv. lz.-Neither is their salvation in
any other: for there is none other name un·
not be saved,
del' heaven given amongst men whereby we
L must be saved.

I
l.

~L

I
l

I

J

L

l
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AN ADDRBSS TO THE HOUSEHOLD OF FAITH, IN A LETTER ADDRESSED TO A FRmND.
My VERY DEAR BROTHER AND SISTER IN JESUS.

Hmlts together of the grace of life in Eternal oneness with Emanuel,
who is God with us in the closest ties of dear relation in blood and
love, never to he touched, altered, or disorganized, it being foundcd
by himself, on himselfand in himself, and he saith because I live ye
shall live also. 0 the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and
knowledge of God-of him, to him, and through him arc all things,
to whom be glory for ever. A men.
Beloved of the Lord, as I have you in my heart to live and die
with, I felt thus inclined to pay you a visit, give you the rigl~t hand
of fellowship, and say peace be to this house, peace he to the family,
and the peace of God which passcth all understanding, rule in your
hearts, and the word of Christ dwell in yOll richly, so that you may
ahound in hope by the power of the Holy Ghost; and these mercies
realized, clearly develope the nature of fellowship and communion
with the Holy Ones that bear record in heaven, and also demonstrate
hlessedly the spirituality of the Three that hear witness in (not on
but) in earth, the S;Jirit and the water and the blood. And now let
us observe the Spirit stands first here, though l:lst in the preccding ;
and is not this to prove to us the truth of what wc are living witncsscs, namely, that without the work and ministry of God the .Eternal
Spirit, all religion is vain, for no man can say that Jesus is the Lord
but by the Holy Ghost. The natural man receiveth not the things
of the Spirit of God; they are foolishness to him, ncither can he
know them, for they are spiritually discerned. This plainly declares
thc essential necd of regeneration, or being born of God. Then follows the water, which, no doubt, preaches that eternal life that was
with the Father and was manifested unto us; or this is the record
that God has given to us, Eternal Lifc, and this life is in his Son,
and Jesus saith it shall bc in you a well of water springing up into
eternal life.
And out of Ms belly shall flow rivers of living water. So thcn
there is a river, the streams whereof shall make glad the city of
God. And I will give him to drink of the water of life freely. Then
comes the third witness il~ earth-the blood. Let us pallse and view
thc order and blessedness.
First. Thc Spirit sent to quicken. Second. The life everlasting
giveu, springing up. Third. Tne blood, in all its ramifications,
purging the conscience j a balm for a wounded Spirit speaks peace,
c!eanseth from all sill, by which we are justified, and through the
blood of the everlasting covenant we are made perfect; Then who
shall lay any thing 10 the charge of God's elect? Wc have redemption in the blood of Christ, and it is etern<ll redcmption; wc have
life in him, and he is our life; and saith, because I live ye shall live
also, neither can they dic any morc. And the Spirit itself bcareth
witness to our Spirits that we Ilrc the children of God, if children
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then heirs, heirs of God, and joint heirs with Christ. Happy is the
people that is in such a case, yea happy is he that hath the God of
Jacob for his help.
Here I pause, and bow with you at the dear feet of him who is our
Jesus, our God and glory; and surely it is our mercy to know that we
arc the Jiving witnesses of these Three Witnesses. Then who shall
harm you? What can injure? what destroy? Bless the Lord!
nothing shall hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain, saith Jehovah.
He is our strong rock and place of defence-who saith I will guide
thee with mine eye, I will never leave thee nor forsake thee; and it
is well for us whatever may be going on in us 01' around us, nevertheless he abideth faithful, he cannot deny himself. Then seeing
and knowing that we, the church, are part of himself, being his
seed, the travail of his soul, bone of his oone and flesh of his flesh.
How sweet! in loving me himself he loves. And no man ever yet
hated his own flesh, but nourishes it and cherishes it even as the
Lord the church. Bless his dellr name he is ever watchful and mindful of us, his eye is over us for good: his thoughts are thoughts of
peace, and he is delighting in us, as much as those around the
throne: there can be no difference, for we are all one in Christ Jesus, one glorious head, onc glorified body, in vast eternity.
As Jehovah the Spirit open~ up and makes plain those sacred
mysteries to our renewed minds, though the mercies are in themselves incomprehensible, yet we hy faith apprehend their blessed.
ncss; and so the heart is established with grace, and such are not
tossed about with every wind of doctrine, but can freely say With
David, 0 God my heart is fixed, I will sing and give praise.
I desire to join in oneness of heart with you to bless and praise
the Lord for his unceasing goodness toward us, and for the rich displays of his sovereign mercy and grace that hath made us to differ;
and I further observe, relative to the Three that bear witness in em·tlt
and agree in One, that surely our most gracious Christ had his eye
and mind, love and mercy on and in this earth, when he said-[ was
set up from everlasting-the highest part of the dust of t)1~ earth,
(the body of his flesh) r~oicing alway before him, rejoicing in the
habitable part of Ms earth (the church) and my delights were
with the sons of men. What a boundless subject of blessedness!
Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, this is the earth of whom the Lord speaks
thrice-O earth, earth, earth, hear the word of the Lord! hear the
Three Almighty Ones, the recorders in heaven speak; and the Three
Witnesses bear witness, and so we have fellowship with the Father
and with his Son Jesus Christ, in the fellowship of the Spirit. This
makes us sound Trinitarians, and the devil nor men cannot beat us
out of the truth; nor will the new fangled systems of the day ever
prevail against us, or alter, by all the sophistry that is floating ill the
wild chimeras of the foolish wisdom of the brain of the devil's
agents, I say, nor alter one grain ofthe revelation Jehovah hath made
VOlj.

X.-No. XI.

3 S
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of himself in the unity of the essence, and distinct personality of the
persons in the Alehim head, Father, SOil, and Spirit, and these Three
are One.
While we have to adore and bless the Lord for his mercy towards
us, it is also our mercy to know that we are, altogether, passive
in all the departments of reigning grace-" For unto you it is given
in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on him but to sutl'er for
llis sake." Then this dear mercy runs through all; it is the gift of
God anli the gift of grace: and in all this, and with all this, the glory
of the Lord is connected, and is manifested and seen. Here I panse
again and say, attempt not to explore, my soul, such depths protound
as these, but gaze in silent wonder, and give thy Jesus praise.
Amen.
(
But we will pursue the sweet soul-refreshing subject a little further by the help of the Lord, and with all humility of mind, in the
sweet confidence of faith, we will say with John, " Whosoever shall
confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in him and he
in God, and we have known and believed the love that God hath to
us. God is love, and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and
God in him, herein, (not hereby) is our love made perfect, that we
may have boldness in the day of judgment; because as he is so are
we in this world." This is marvellous in our eyes, and it is the
Lord's doing; and if it be marvellous in the eyes of the people,
should it be marvellous in my eyes, saith the Lord of Hosts. Therefore in looking over, and as far into the preceding portion of the
word, we find the hlessed analogy of the same doctrine of the Holy
Ones without any variation; at the first view the word confess appears very easy, as if it were attainable to man; nevertheless what
saith the scripture-with the heart man believeth unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. This
is more than the wordy confession of papists or nominal professors.
First, here is a heart; second, believing unto righteousness; and,
third, confession unto salvation-Behold God is my salvation. The
Lord saith, I will give them an heart of flesh, one heart; and I will
put my fear in their heart. The fear of the Lord is a fountain of
life; and thus the heart of the wise teacheth his mouth, and addeth
learning to his lips. And so we confess with the mouth of the Lord
Jesus, and believe in our heart, that God raised him from the dead,
and we are saved; and so the word is fulfilled and we realize its
blessedness, and confess that Jesus is the Son of God, over all God,
blessed for ever. Amen. Co-equal and co-eternal, not one before
another in an arithmetical progression of one, two, three; Ah I no,
but Jehovah eternal and Jehovah one, in his incommunicable nature
and essence. These Three are One. No pre-existing human soul
existing, or secret glory-man subsisting: Ah I no; or the man
taken into covenant subsistence, and admitted into the counsels of
peace, 011 which the covenant was to and did subsist; which secret
Wan admitted, is said to be the word that was with God, not the
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word that was God; and this secret something, so called by them,
(but I say secret nothing) came forth in time into fleshly visibility,
and was God manifest in the t1esh. Let God be true and all such
men liars; and we will rejoice, saying-we know that the Son of God
is come and hath given I.\S an uuderstanding that we may know him
that is true, and we are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus
Christ; this is the true God and eternal life. Little children, keep
yourselves from idols. Amen.
Next we behold, in the statement of the Holy Ghost, that such as
are the blessed subjects of this mercy, relative to the true faith in the
Son of God, God dweJleth in them and they in God. Ah! How
many a fair house, in splendid profession, whitewashed, painted, and
perfumed, yet without this inhabitant, and without which, profession
is but an unhallowed fire, a name to live, yet dead in God and dead
in sin; but we have known and believed the love God hath to us.
God is love. Here we have again what in itself is incomprehensible, yet a most precious subject for faith, and a subject by the teaching of the Spirit that gives true peace and real satisfaction to the
soul. Therefore let us look at it a little~ God is love. Surely this
testifies of, and includes each person equally alike. God is lovecomequently each possesses infinity, eternity, and all perfections that
are manifested in Jehovah; therefore there can be distinction of
greater 01' less as to the love, power, majesty and glory-for God is
love. And I observe here that love is not a principle in God, as I
llave heard some say, and love a passion in us; this is darkening
counsel with words without knowledge, but the mercy is-God is love,
Father, Word, and Spirit, the eternal Jehovah Alehim. Our Alehim
in covenant and eternal relationship is love, and blessed be the Lord
that we have known and believed the love God hath to us. Ah,
beloved, what a boundless subject is opened before us again, and in
the contemplation of the co-eq uality of the Holy One, and the unity
of the essence of Jehovah, we must say, 0 the depth. What hath
God wrought all language fails, and the mind, however eXptlnded,
finds itself in an ocean of infinities. No vain curiosity, phantoms,
or speculations, can enter here; all is solid, true, spiritual and eternal, and here is declared a knowledge of this love; and then believing, how blessed to know and believe the love God lwth to us, and
how or where shall we begin on this endless subject.
If we run back by faith into eternity, and view the vast scene of
blessedness in the displays of love, eq ually alike in and by each person of the Godhead, &ll preaches the three words-God is love.
Neither can it ever be found in t he word, that one had greater love
than another. 'fhe counsel of peace was between the Father and the
Son, yet the Holy Ghost is the witness, so that each are eternally
interested in the covenant in all its bearings and ramifications, and
thus the secret of the Loro is with them that fear him, and he will
shew them his covenant. The glorious secret of Jehovah is Christeternal love in him, all the fulness of the Godhead bodily; aud the
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Holy Spirit shows this, we receive it and know and believe it. And
be it further observed, that although this subject is so great and
blessed to us, so that all our eternal blessedness, happiness, salvation
and glory rests here, yet are we not to believe that there is not something more great and glorious in the subject than even this; namely, Jehovah's own glory, that we sho"{ld be, to the praise of his glory,
chosen for himself, redeemed for himself, quickened for himself, and
finally, presented to himself a glorious church, without spot, or
wri nkle, or any such thing.
Far beyond all comprehension is Jehovah's covenant love. Who
can fathom its dimensions, or its unknown limits prove? Hcrein
we stand secure.-Behold what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us that we should be called the Sons of God. God so
loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, &c. Herein is
love, not that we loved God but be loved us, and sent his Son the
propitiation for our sins, and that we might live through him. In
him is life. He is our life, and we cannot die any more. Jehovah
is our inheritance and possession. We are the inheritance of the Lord.
This is an eternal unchanging subject; no schism in the body; no
sereration from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Unto you
it is given 10 know the mysteries of the kingdom.
My paper begins to fail, but the subject is endless j and this hope
maketh not ashamed, because the love of God is shed abroad in the
heart by the Holy Ghost, which isgiven to us, and so we joy in God
through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the
atonement, and we shall, and hav.e boldness in the day of judgment.
Thc day of our judgment is past- they smote the Judge of Israel on
the cheek. He WllS made sin and a curse for us; then are the children free, and if the Son sliall make you free, you shall be free indeed, therefore there is now no condemnation. The glory of the
J~ord is great in our salvation, and we have salvation in Christ Jesus
wilh eternal glory. As he is so are we in this world. Reason says
how ca n this be; faith receives the testimony, and believes the record God gives of his Son. Then let us trace this record, as he is
so are wt'. Is he holy? Yes, so are we, being partakers of his holiness. Is he perfect? We are perfect through his comeliness. Is he
the wisdom of God? He also is our wisdom, and we, by him, are
made wise unto salvation. Doth the Father love him with love
eternal? So we in this world. He saith thou hast loved them
as thou hast loved me.
Is he the sanctified of God the Father? Surely, and we are sanctified in him. He is justified in the Spirit, we are the justified by
tile Spirit, by grace, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.
He is Jehovah our righteousness-we are the righteousness of God
in him. He died unto sin once but ever liveth ;-wc were dead in
sin once, but now dead to sin, al/d cannot die any more; our life is
hid with Christ in God, therefore to the eternal Three in unity and
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distinct personality be glory ascribed by us and the whole church for
ever. Amen.
Beloved, this comes to you on the ground of dear relation to a
precious Christ, hoping that it will find you, and your family, well in
health of body, and a healthy soul. You will correct all blunders in
it, as the pen could not keep pace with the mind. I have only sellt
a few sentences that I could imprison on paper. The Lord God of
Israel bless and guide you into all truth for Jesus sake.
Give my love to the dear children-the eldest son and his spouse;
my esteemed friend, Master J. The Lord bless Mrs. S. and her
babes, the Misses S. The God of all grace do them good, and all
and everyone of the children, they are beloved for the father's
sake.
I thank the Lord on thy behalf, brother S. that he bore testimony
to the word of his grace from your mouth, in Trinity chapel. Go
on in the strength of the Lord, speaking well of a precious Christ.
Bless him, I have enjoyed his presence since my return.
" 0 to grace how great a debtor."

My dear Mary Joins with me in love to you both, and we thank
you for your great kindness manifested toward us in the Lord. The
Lord enrich your souls, and enlarge your coast. So prays yours, in
his precious Christ.
16, lYIm'ley Street, Sept. 10,1\335.
A TRIGGS.
P. S. Please to give my kind love to our friend and brother Robert Hawker, whom I love in the truth, and for the truth's sake, and
I thank him for his kindness and attention to me when I was in London. The Lord bless him and do him good. Shake by the hand my
dear sister in the Lord, Mrs. Bamford, a widow indeed; also
dear brother Abraham. Tell him I love him, and so doth my Mary.
I salute all the friends and hrethren in Christ Jesus, and thank them
for their kindness to me. All is well, bless the Lord!
A. T.
---000---

THE ESSENTIAL SON OF THE FATHElt.

Having loved his own which were in t;,c world, he loved them unto t:le end
J OH N xiii. J.

(Continuedfrom p. 469J
IT was an act of wonderful love and condescension to the Old Testament saints, that the High and Lofty One who inhabiteth eternity
should appear in a pillar of a cloud, in a pillar of fire, and to .J aeoh
like a ladder set up on the earth whose top reached heaven, and at
times in the appearance of an angel aRd in the appearance of a man!
But how much more wonderful cloth his love appear, in taking our
nature into hypostatical union with himself, when the real caUSe
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assigned for his taking of our nature in the fulness of time, is thus
set forth, "hecause the children were partakers of flesh and blood,
he also himself took part of the same, that through death, he might
destroy him that had thtl power of death, that is the devil, and de.
liver them who through the fear of death, were all their lifetime
subject to bondage." Heb. ii. 14-, 15. From this testimony, we may
presume, ,that if by one man sin had not entered into our world and
death by sin, that the SON never would have taken our nature into one·
ness with himself. He could have manifested himself as he did
before the FULNESS of time, in the appearance of a man, or of an
angel, without partaking of either: therefore had it not been for the
children, who in consequence of sin were subject to the bondage of
death, he would not have took his part of our nature; for verily or nowhere saith God the Holy Ghost in the scriptures is it stated, that
he took on Mm the nature of angels; but if he had, it would have
been therein revealed; but on the contrary, it is expressly stated, that
he took on him the seed of Abraham: wherefore? because it behaved him to be made in all things like unto his brethren, that he
might be a merciful and faithful High Priest in things pertaining to
God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people! Heb. ii. 16,
17. Surely Christ's love is infinite, and beyond the dimensions that
finite creatures can give to it. There is a measure in every thing
says the proverb: but Christ's love outvies the world's proverb. It
is beyond the measure of ~eometry, the art by which the dimensions
of the earth are ascertained. Indeed, the heavens are not so far
from the earth, as the degrees of Christ's love exceed all the thoughts
of men. Our hell deservings and not our good works; and because
we' were children partakers of flesh and blood, whose originality is
of the dust, these are the causes assigned for his partaking of flesh
and blood: astonishing grace! !
Can you measure him who has measured the waters in the hollow
of his hand, and meeted out the heavens with a span? Isaiah xl.
12. Can you measure the love of the uncreated word, who was with
God the Father and the Spirit, and who was God, 0' Logos, that
word? John i. 1. No creature can describe its immensity: we may,
said an old puritan, illustrate its greatness a little, as the limited
nature of man will permit, but we must leave the rest to be revealed
in heaven; eternity must unfold the dimensions of eternal love.
Some things have a greater shew than substance; but the love
of Christ is no such thing.
Some men have got the act to seem to lov'e when they do not;
these do like themselves, not like Christ.
Some want bowels, or e15e shut up those they have in the time of
others need; but Christ's bowels of compassion are always open, and
never shut against his chosen. Hence he multiplies words of
tenderness, to give utterance to his ali"ection to the Old Testament
church, when his people were bent to backsliding from him. How
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shall I give thee up Ephraim? How shaH I deliver thee Israel? How
shall I make thee as Admah ? * How shall I set thee as Zeboim ? -j«
two of the cities, of the plain. He then gives you the cause of such
expressions; mine heart~ he ~ays, is turned within me, my repentings
are kindled together. 1 will not execute the fierceness of mine anger,
I will not return to destroy Ephraim: 1 will not destroy thee as
Sodom and Oomorrah, for I am God and not man; the Holy One
in the midst of thee: and I will not enter into the city. Hosea
xi. 7-9.
In various ways of expression doth Christ give vent to his love.
lily love, he calIs his people, my dove, my undefiled, Cant. iv. 2.
my friends, 2 Chron. xx. 7. John xv, 15. my brothe1', my sister,
MY MOTHER, Mark. iii. 35. my Jewels, Mal. iii. 17· the apple of
mine e,l/e, Zach. ii. 8. my children, John xxi. 5. m.1I faiT ones,
Cant. ii. 10. m.l/ poniun, Deut. xxxii. 9. 112.1/ .~pouse, Cant. iv. 1l.
Are not these expressions full of love? Do not these words speak
how much he loves? Could not breth1'en suffice, but he must call
them MY MOTHER; Mark iii. 32-35. that as he was the /irst born
of Mary, so they who do the wilI of God, 'the same is Ms MOTHER,
and' he their FIRST BORN! Reader, ponder these things in thine
heart, they will save thee from the leaven of the Pharisees,
We take it very kind, when the frreat ones of this world speak
friendly to us; and we tl(jnk their friendship of more worth than
gold. But here the King of king's is revealing himself in the
sweetest terms. We his mother, and he our first born!! No
marvel then, his spouse doth love to hear him speak, his voice is so
sweet, and his countenance so comely. Cant. ii. 14, The saints
enjoy the sweetness of their Saviour's words, his very name is 'as
ointment poured forth, therefore do the virgins love him. His
sheep know his voice, and they folIow him, for he calls them by
name. Thon hast said, saith Moses, "I know thee by name, aud
thou hast alsofouncl grace in my sigM. Exod. xxxiii. 12.
Though his people may for years be aliens and enemies in their
minds hy wicked works, yet when he calls them by name, Saul,
Saul, why persecutest thou me, it is to tell them that they are chosen
vessels, and that he hath loved them and given himself for them!
Afflietions of body and mind may so affect the countenances of
meo, as Job and Lazarus, when full of sores, that a man who had
seen them before, might not know them again; but known unto him
are all his works, thou shalt never, saith he, be forgotten by me, 0
Israel. Yea, he knows them by namc, he calts Abraham his tri en d;
lie calls Job his servant; he ealls David a man after his own heart;
and he calls the palsied man his son; and a sinner his daughter;
and his disciples who had forsaken him, his children. He hath
engraven them on the palms of his hands; and when outcast, he
calls them his outcasts, saying, let mine outcasts dwell with thee
il

Admuh ami Zcboim were two of the cities of the plaill, they were de
Sec Cell. xiv. 8. xix. 28, 29.

~tro)'cd,
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Moab, they are mine still, be thou therefore a covert to them from
the spoiler,
What the heathen orator, spake flatteringly of Julius CresaJ',
namely, that he was wont to forget nothing but wrongs and injuries, ill most true of Christ. I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy
transgressions for mine own sake, and will not remembe~' thy sins.
And he not only says he doth it, but that he has done it. I have

blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and as a cloud
thy sins: return unto me; for I have redeemed thee. Thus he
hath blotted out their sins, that they condemn them not; he puts
them away from them as far as the east is from the west, that they
hurt them not; he casts their sins behind his back that he see them
not; he casts them into the depths of the sea that they drown them
not; he hides all their transgresaions from view, that they appear
not in judgment; he clothes them with his robe of righteousncss,
and beautifies them with salvation, and he baptizes them with the
Holy Ghost. And when so done, he rejoices over them, sayingSing 0 heavens for the Lord hath done it; shout ye lower parts of
the earth: break forth into singing, ye mountains, 0 forest, and
every tree therein: for the Lord hath redeemed Jacob, and glorified
himself in Israel. Isaiah xliv. 22, 23.
To see the love of Christ in blotting out the hand writing of ordinances that was against us, that was contrary to us, putting them
out of the way, nailing them to his cross. We must first see and feel
the exceeding sinfulness of sin, and the positive evil nature of it in
its tremendous hearings: and the view of its evil should be takcn
from contemplating the personal sufferings, soul agonics, and death
of the Lord Jesus Christ. In his bloody sweat and death we have
the full mirror in which 'to behold it; in comparison of which the
overflowing of the whole world by water; the destruction of Sodom
and Gomorrah by fire; yea, the everlasting misery of fallen angels
and men, to all eternity, are as nothing. The view of God the essential Son in our nature, sustaining at once an infinity of woe due to
the sin of his people in his own person, becomes the most important
subject to meditate upun, because nothing short of one equal with
God, could sustain the wrath of God at once without annihilation: and without a nature capable of suffering he could not suffer;
therefore it behoved him to be made in all things like unto his brethren; and because it also became him by the grace of God, the
Holy Ghost saith, to taste death not for all men, but above fill;
or for all the SOilS 10 be brought to glory. He therefore suffered, all that was included both in the first death and in the second death, due to the infinite number of sinnef5~ which no one
could number of his people out of every kindred, tongue, people,
and nation. He drank of the cup of trembling even to the dregs.
But who can undertake to give a description; yea, what capacity of
man or angels is capable even of conceiving the anguish of soul,
which the great Redeemer endured in the accomplishment of the
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work of salvation? Had he not been God he could not have endured
it! And had he not been made in all things like unto his brethren
he could not have suffered!
But to this sight of suffering love, we must add those sweet words
of consolation, spoken by the propJlet-Comfort ye, comfort ye my
people, saith your God: speak ye comfortably unto Jerusalem, and
cry unto her, that her warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is
pardoned; for she hath received of the Lord's hand double for all
her sins. Isaiah xl. 1, 2. Consider the effect of Christ's words, when
received with power! What precious fruits, his words when heard
with power produced in Elizabeth. It is said of her, when she heard
the salutation of Mary, that the babe leaped in her womb for joy,
and she was filled with the Holy Ghost: "and she spake out with
a loud voice, and said, thou blessed among women, yea, blessed is
the fruit of thy womb. And whence is this to me, that the mother
of my Lorrl should come to me? For, 10, as soon as the voice of
tby salutation sounded in my ears, the babe leaped in my womb for
joy. And blessed is she that believed: for ~here shall be a performance of those things which were told her from the Lord." Luke i.
41-45.

It was not only an infinite act of love and of mercy, but an infinite
act of grace on the part of God the Son, to take the nature of man
into personal union and oneness, with his infinite majesty. The
human nature of Christ, although begotten in Mary of the Holy
Ghost, had no more merit in itself than the human nature of Adam,
created hy God himself before Adam transgressed. The human
nature of Christ, ~herefore, could not merit this wonderful hypostatical union with the person of God the Son. Neither had it any
time to merit it, for it had DO subsistence of itself for a moment a
part from the person of God the Son. But the infinitude of this
act of grace appears greater, when we consider, that the human nature he took was the likeness of sinful flesh; not sinful flesh, but the
likeness of it. But what is the likeness of sinful flesh. Surely
SOl·rOtO. We say, where there is no sin there is no sorrow. But here
is a wonder: in Christ's human nature there was no sin, but all sorrow
-Truly his name is wonderful, a man of sorrows, the likeness indeed
of sinful flesh. The Jews charged him with being a Samaritan, as
having a devil, nay that he was unclean! Christ proved the immaculate purity of his human nature, not only by touching the
leper without being defiled, Mark i. 45. but he even condescended to prove the immaculate purity of his human nature in a
way, that when he comes to judge the world in righteousness, will
put all gain-sayers to confusion. The Jews knew if the spittle of
any of the natural descendants of Abraham fell upon another, that
the person upon whom it fell was defiled; and by God's law, such
an one was to be put out of the camp as unclean for a certain period!
Now Jesus when he spit and touched the tongue of the dumb, he
VOL.
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cast the devil out of the dumb, and the dumb spake: now by thi!'l
act, the Jews knew, that his flesh could not be sinful flesh, nor his
human nature inherently unclean: if it had, the act of spitting
and touching the tongue of the dumb, they knew, would have been
an unclean act, and the dumb so far from being dispossessed of the
devil, must have been put out of the congregation as defiled and
unclean. No doubt the anointing of the eyes of the blind man with
clay made with his spittle, was done by Jesus for the same purpose: even the devils testified to his purity. I know thee, said one
of them, who thou art, the'Holy One of God. Mark i. 24. Blessed
be his name, he knew no sin, 2 Cor. v. 21. in him was 110 sin,
2 John iii. 5. he did no sin, 1 Peter ii. 22. but he was a man of
sorrows and acquainted with grief, as consequential to his taking
human nature into union with himself after and not before the fall.
He wept, John xi. 35. he groaned in Spirit, John xi. ~3. his soul
was exceeding sorrowful, Mark xxvi. 38. his hody was wearied with
his journey. John iv. 6.'
S.
(To be Continued.)
---000---

REGENERATION.

A Second Discourse by the Rev. Robert Lovett, A. B. Minister
of Marba:uf Ch8pel, Rue de Chaillot, Paris.
(Continuedfrom p. 462.)
THE agency by which the sinner is "brought from darkness unto
light, and from the power of Satan unto God," is expressly affirmed
in those passages of the word which cOlltain the promise of this blessing, to be divine: and that no exertion of man's natural powers
could in any wise effect it, is most plainly implied in those passages
which describe his condition, and that it is not wrought in the wa.1J of
c!laTrIl, as the baptismal regenerationists dream, is quite manifest
from those passages of scripture which we shall presently examine
wherein the means are distinctly asserted. No power inferior to
that which brought light out of darkness, can bring saving spiritual
light to the dark mind of man-no arm, weaker than Omnipotence,
can destroy the dominion which the God of this world holds over
the affections of every inhabitant of this earth-no energy, other
than that which called this world into existence, can make a man a
subject of the church of Christ, can give him entrance into the kingdom of God. It is God's prerogrative to create, and speaking of this
change, the apostle to the Corinthians says, " If any man be in
Christ he is a new creature." K""" 1<'1""", a new creation. "God,
who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in
our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory, that is
the character of God in the face of Jesus Christ." In writing to the
Ephesians, Paul, after stating the exceeding riches of the grace of
God, by whom they had been quickened from the death in trespasses and sins, to cOllsist in their having been" saved through faith
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gratuitously," and that not of themselves but the gift of God; not
of works, lest any man should boast:" adds, " For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, not by, or on account of good works, which God hath before ordn in ed (before w
were regl nerated-before we were born - before the world was
made) that we should walk in them."
The most fatal delusions prevail upon this subject. Opinions arc
held respecting the means by which this change is effected, totally
repugnant to the mind of the Spirit; and thousands, yea, tens of
thousands go down, in consequence, to the grave with a lie in their
right hand, some imagining that the regeneration of the sinner is
nothing more than his Leing delivered from the stain of Adam's sin,
and that this is effected in baptism, treat with sovereign contempt
the most pointed declarations of the scriptures of God, when presented in their scriptural import, which bear upon the subject of regeneration subsequent. Oh! how the father of lies deceives the
souls of men! If men were not in a manner "given over to a strong
delusion," eould they believe so obvious a lie? The waghing of
water, regeneration! Preposterous, blasphemous assertion! Does
not the word of that God, who is faithful and true, declare, that
" whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world," and" who
is he that overcometh tlie world, but he that believetll that
Jeaus is the Son of God." Is this word true? Is it not necessarily a matter of fact, (because affirmed by an inspired apostle)
that every man who was born of God, or regenerated, from above,
or converted, or whose mind is changed, words synonomolJs to the
New Testament, is delivered from the dominion of .e the world
which lieth in the wicked one;" that everyone so bom of God, or
regenerated, believeth the gospel of the Son of God? And does this
describe all the baptized? Was :::limon Magus born of God? yet he
was baptized. Was the thief llpen the cross baptized? -yet he
must Itave been horn of God, for .Jesus assures him, that he shall be
with him in paradise. Does every baptized person among- us belie\'e
the gospel of the Son of God? Nay, but of the mass may it not be
asked, who hath believed it? Is every baptized person victorious
over the world, "the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the
pride of life?" Does every baptized person " cease to do evil,'·' and
to "yield himself a servant to commit sin?" Then would we not
have blasphemies, murders, adulteries, thefts, covetousness, &c.
abounding as they do-but, alas! these things exist and aboundyea, among those whom the devil would persuade that they were regenerated while they continue in unbelief.
There is a text upon which particular stress is laid by the supporters
of the doctrine which we are opposing, as though it afforded them all
the foundation they require, for establishing that, which is as false
in matter of experience, as it is without countenance in the bible" After that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man
appeared, not by works of righteousness which we have dCI.ne, but
according to his mercy he saved us, by the wasltiug ofregeneration,
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and even the renewing of the Holy Ghost." Here, they say, is a
proof that baptism is regeneration. Nay, but my friends, do you not
perceive, that regeneration is here the instrument, by which the
washing is effected, and not the effect of the washing. Paul spea~"
of those, who being regenerated, were in consequence washeo; hut
had he been speaking of baptism, in the sense they contend for, he
would have said, " by the regeneration of washing," making the
cause to lie in the waJhing, and the effect to be regeneration.
But the means by which the regeneration of the children of the
kingdom is effected, demonstrate tht' erroneousness of the doctrine
which we have been considering.
.
We find this question fully answered in the reply of Jesus to Nicodemus's inquiry, "How can these things be?" Now let it be observed, that Ni('odemus was no ordinary character: he was connected with" the strictest sect of the .rews' religion, the Pharisees,"
whose deportment, as members of society, was irreproachable, and
whose devotedness as religionists, was most rigidly scrupulous. They
were the moral and the learned of their nation, and were held in
universal estimation. 'Tis true, our Lord speaks of the Pharisees,
as a body, whose character was hypocrisy; but he speaks as the
Searcher of hearts, and unquestionably, with reference to tIle appearance of righteousness, which they affected, while that righteousness was no righteousness in the sight of God. They seemed to
be religious, but their religion W,lS that of form, destitute of the
only principle which constitutes true religion with God. But supposing that hypocrisy, in the common meaning, distinguished them
as a body, there were individuals in that boJy who were certainly
sincere. Paul, before he was born again, was a Pharisee; and beyond all controversy, hypocrisy, as meaning insincerity, formed no
feature in his character: aud evidently Nicodemus, and those whom
he affirmed to be like minded with him, were sincere and without hypocrisy in coming to Jesus. Consider now, I beseech you, the confession of his faith respecting Jesus ,. Rabbi, we know that thou art
a teacher come from God. for no man can do the miracles that thou
doest, except God be with him." And let me ask what more do
many who profess to be regenerated, or born again, acknowledge
virtually, to the character of Jesus! They call him" Master," as
the Jewish ruler did-they acknowledge lthat he was "a teac/lel'
cornefrom God," as Nicodemus did-they suppose that the object
of his coming was to instruct mankind in their duty, and to shew
them how that duty was to be performed, by the example of his own
obedience. Tdl me, my friends, is not this the chief view that some
of your minds embrace of .Jesus? If it be, permit me most solemnly
and affectionately to warn any who thus think of the Lord Christ,
that such a confession is of no more value, than that of those who
said of him, "We know that this man is a sinner." It was upon
Nicodemus professing, not !lis opinion, but the persuasion of his
mind, which was knowledgp" that lesus wa:; a divinely commissioned
teacher, that our Lord replied, in the unqualified language of the
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text, "Verily, verily, I say unto thee, except a man be born again,
lie cannot sec the kingdom of God." Recollect, my friends, Jesus
saith this to Nicodemus, who certainly mmt long before have been
" born again," if admission l'nto a visible church of Goel he the regeneration of Scripture, for he was nationally i nel uded in the cove·
nant, which J ehovah made with the people of Israel, and of which
circumcision was the seal, to Nicodemus, "a :1 aster in Israel, " a
teacher in the church of God, as it was at that time outwardly constituted, Jesus addresses this important saying, in which he declares,
not only of the ignorant" sinuers, of the Gentiles, " but of those
who were" Jews by nature," not only of the impious and intidel
Sadducees, who had no hopes beyond this life; but also of the highly
moral and rigid Pharisees, who held the traditions of the elders
-not only of those among them who dishonoured their profession,
but of those, likewise, who were the most exemplary; that if they,
-if he, Nicodemu~-if any Jew-if any man, were not bom again,
he could not see the kingdom of God: and he reiterates this declaration, " Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God." This text is brought forward to
maintain the very puerile opinion, to call it by no harsher name, that
baptism is regeneration; but to anyone familiar with the language
of scripture, the passage affords no such meaning; our Lord using
the well known emblem of the Spirit, accompanied with the f!3-planalion of the emblem, to express the agenc.7J by which the change is
wrought, and certainly not the means. Thus we find the Spirit, in
connexion with the emUem of his operations. "In the last day,
that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man
thirst, let him come unto me and drink. He that believeth on me,
as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living
water. But tltis spttke he," adds the evangelist, "of the Spi7'it
which they that believe on him should receive."
Our Lord proceeds to shew, that any change effected by any other
agent, leaves a man just as he was before-Yea, though a man
should be born again, in the way wherein Nicodemus conceived Jesus
to speak, he would retain all that constituted the necessity for the
regeneration wlJich was the subjBct of his conver5ation; " that which
is bom of the flesh, is Aesh" -, sinful under condemnation, subject to
the curse ;" " and that which is born of the Spirit,"' here is the
agcnt without the emblem " is spirit" -spiritual-free from condemnation, and the curse due to sin; for " where the spirit of the
Lord is, there is liberty"
Having illustrated the mode of the Spirit's operation in regenerating the sinner, by the ignorance of man respecting the blowing of
the wind, he proceeds, in reply to the question of the pharisee, to
point out the mea~2S through which the Spirit of God accomplishes
t his wonderful work. The scriptures were neither silent nor obscure upon the agency and the means by which it is to be done, and
Nicodemus, as a Master in Israel, ought to have known them. "As
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Moses lifted up the serpent in tIle wilderness, even so must the Son
of Man he lifted up; that whosoever believeth in Mm should not perish, but have eternal l~fe. For God so loved the world, that he
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believelh in him, should
not perish, but have everlasting life:'
This is that discovery of J eSlls's character which is made in the
preaching of his gospel- even as having been given by the Father,
from love te his lost and helpless people, to a sacrifice for their sins
-which is connected with salvation, and produces scriptural spi·
ritual regeneration. For this purpose is the record of that stupendous fact declared in the ears of the sinner, th:lt he "believing it,
might have life;" for this purpose is " .Jesus Christ evidently set
forth" in the preaching of his apostles, ". crucified among men,"
that those who were ob~oxious to divine wrath, might" look unto
him and be saved." Our Lord plainly points to his character as
SA VIOUR, as th.at which when krlOwn produces the regeneration necessary for entrance into the kingdom ef God-he points to the exhibition of his atoning sacrifice, in the preaching of his witnesses, as
tIle means by which that knowledge is to be obtained-and he has
taken away all room for glorying in any who do know him so revealed,
since it is by the teaching of his Spirit.
What more unlikcly means to administer health and cure to the
Israelites, than the lifting up a serpent of brass! Might not those who
heard the news announced throughout the camp, that he who looked
on it should live, have a"gued -as the natural man would argue" what connection is there between my looking on an inanimate representation of a serpent lifted up on a pole, and the removal of
my malady, and the restoration of my health! give me a rational
remedy and I shall apply it, but as for looking to this serpent, it is
too childish, and I will not." And does not sense argue thus respecting Jesus? "What connection is there between my believing a report concerning the awful scene at Calvary, and the deliverance of
my soul from the guilt and dominion of sin? It were rational to
suppose, that if I became qualified by my obedience and 'virtue, I
should have favour with God, but as to believing that this is true, I
will not." If, in the former case, the infidel Jew perished because he
despised the plan which Jehovah had provided for healing, and
perish he assuredly would, was not his destruction wiltul? And if,
in the latter case, the baptized infidel who despises the plan which
God has revealed for shewing mercy - if he esteem the preaching of
the cross, foolishness-if he turn from the on(1J object which can attract to love and to happiness, perish in his unbelief-and, dying in
his unbeliej, he undoubted(1J will perish, will not his perdition be
upon his own head? The Israelite, however deeply, or however
slightly wounded, was healed by the view of the serpent; and the
sinner, however gross or moral, can only be healed by btlieving in
Jesus, and believing, he becomes healed immediately. Therefore
is it that we preach tlte gospel. This may, and this does appear to
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the wise and prudent of this world as absurd; yet it is the very truth
of the living God, and the perfection of wisdom to those who are
taught of God to understand it. The means of regeneration, the only
legitimate means, the only means upon which we can scripturally
expect the blessing of God the Spirit, is the testimony of the apostles
to the atoning sacrifice of Jesus, "the record which God gives of
his Son." This is that" ministry of reconciliation" committed unto them, as the chosen witnesses of Christ, which we preach; their
testimony, not ours; to this we press the attention of our hearers,
as of persons upon the brink of perdition. We declare glad tidings
unto ALL people,'ill proclaiming the apostolic record, of the "taking
away of sin by the sacrifice of Jesus." To him, and to him only,
and to nothing else but him, we direct men to look for salvation,
relying upon his gracious promise as we follow, in this exhibition of
him, his own direction, " If I be lift ed up I will draw all men unto
me." To Jesus lifted up at Calvary, are sinners to be directed as to
the serpent lifted up in the wilderness, were the eyes of the perishing Israelites to be turned. Did their looking in that case meet a
disappointment, or did they who looked, live? Even so in this, the
word has passed the lips of the Son of God, and is recorded in the
book of life; " whosoever believeth in him (Jesus) shall have eternallife, and shall not come into condemnation, but is passed from
death into life." Man may talk of otller means of regeneration, but
the word of God points out this. The sinner may be directed to repent and pray, but the word of GOQ call"s his attention, not to those
things which he cannot do, hut to the gospel. The sinner may be
encouraged by blind guides to conclude from his distress and anguish
of spirit, that the Spirit of God is working his regeneration; but the
word of God teaches that the office of the Spirit is to "test~fy of

Christ," and gives us no ground for supposing any work is his
which proceeds not from, or which is not pccompanied by, a belief
of tile gospel. The scriptures upon this head is neither few nor
hard to be understood.
"To as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the
sons of God, even to them who believe upon his name, who were born
(spiritually) not of the blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the
will of man, but of God." This privilege to be called the sons of God,
did not descend to them from their parents, they were not born believef£~tbey did not receive by inheritance the blessings of eternal
life, as they did the lands, and honours, and privileges of their
fathers-it was not in consequence of any desires of their own nature upon the subject-nor in consequence of any desires of others,
but of God, "who sheweth mercy upon whom he witl shew mercy,
ancl hath compassion upon whom he wilt have compassion." To
this purpose we find James writing, " Of Ms own will begat he
us"-how? "with the word of truth." And Peter, "horrl not of
corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which
liveth and abideth for ever." In these passages the word of the
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truth of the gospel is the means of regeneration, and the believi ng of
that word produces it. No man who dishelieves the gospel is born
again, however he may be baptized or reformed, or instructed; although from the most careless he become most devoted-although
from the most licentious, he become most exemplarily moral-although from Jew, Turk, or Socinian, he become a baptized professor
of Christ's rt'ligion-none of these things constitute the" being
born again" of scripture; but whosoever believes the gospel in its
scriptural meaning -whoever has an intelligent persuasion that it
is true, he is " born again," " of God," and his believing is his
perception of the nature, and as he believes he enjoys the privileges,
of the kingdom of God.
I have dwelt the longer on this head, because of the fatal ignorance upon the subject, which so extensively abounds among professed Christians; an ignorance which tenus to subvert the very
principles of Christianity. Nothing is more common than to hear
the sinner who exhibits any anxiety about the soul's interest, directed to pray to God for regeneration, while he actually hates God in
the only character wherein he has been pleased to reveal himself as
the hearer of prayer; that is. as perfectly reconciled by the obedience unto death of Christ, without any work of the creature: and if
the unhappy person so directed, has resolution to abstain from the
particular species of sin which caused him uneasiness, or if he leave
it offfrom fear, he is instructed to take comfort from this as being a
proof of his being regenerated, while his mind is still unchanged,
and the simple declaration of g1'atuitous forgiveness by the blood of
Christ is discredited, yea, opposed as licentious. I trust I have been
enabled to state the real scripture method of imparting the capacity
for discovering the excellence of Christ's kingdom, and for enjoying
its blessedness, in such language as is easily understood. The passages of scripture which have been brought forward and examined,
most unequivocally attribute the power to produce it to the Spirit of
Christ, and point out the gospel testimony, as the means which the
Eternal Spirit employs for the purpose, and affirm that regeneration
actually take~ place, as soon as that gospel is believed to be true.
There is one important question more to which I beg to call your
attention.
Huw sh,dl it be ascertained whether a man be horn again? The
reply is,
" He that believeth hath the witness in himself," "And because
ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son, into your
hearts, crying Abba Father." "The Spirit itself also beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God." The scriptures never lead us to suppose that a man may be born again, and
yet be ignorant that he is so born, but assert the contrary. Can a
man born blind, and restored to sight, be ignorant whether he can
see? Before his eyes had been opened, he might indeed have imagined that he understood what light and colours meant, from the
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ucscriptions which he had heard of tbem, at the same time his ideas
would ue as foreign from the true conception of light and colour, as
though no such things exi,ted in nature. But when his eyes are
opened, and he beholds the light; and the various hues of the objects which meet his vision are discerned, can he be in douht whether he now can see? He may know nothing of the reAection and
refraction of light which produce the splendid appearances that
strike UpOIl his astonished view, but he knows that he can see what
before he could form no conception of, and he rejoices in the light.
Even so, the man who is brought out of the darkness of spiritual
death, into the marvellous )igh~ of spiritual life, can no more doubt
of the truth of his present state, than he can entertain scruples about
the reality of his natural existence. His eyes had been closed against
the glory of God, but now they are opened to beholJ it, and beholdinl{ it he knows that !le does behold it-his heart has been insensible
to'the love of Christ, uut now it is constrained by that love, and he is
conscious o.fits ener,£y-his spirit has been a stratlger to th~ peace
and joy which are in believing, but now ~elieving he has JOy and
peace, and he cannot deny their presence-his mind had revolted
from the humbling doctrines of the cross, being ignorant of their
real import, but now understanding their meaning, he is persuaded
that they are true, and embraces them, and he cannot but know that
~

they are the rf!joicing of Ms hea?·t.
Can such Cl man be deceived? Can this be delusion? I answer
No: God is not the author of deception, and those effects are
what he has declared to be produced by his operation. Is this
presumption? What- presumption to believe that God is I rue,
and to confess it ?-presurnption to know him gracious, and to acknowledge it? -presumption to trust the promise of the covenantkeeping God, and to rest in his promises? 0, no: this is faith,
simple, unaffected faith. Presumptuous rather are they who dare tu
doubt the truth of God -who, in opposition to the righteousness
which he hath revealed in his Son, go about to establish a righteousness of their own-who, professing- to be regenerated, yet disclaim
sonship with the glorious Jehovah I If you believe, you know you
do, yOll cannot be ill dOlibt; and if it be the record that God hath
given of his Son which you are believing, you must be in possession
of peace with God, through our Lord Jesus Christ. You know him
as a reeonciled Father-you joy in him 7' his love is shed abroad in
your heart by the Holy Ghost-you are led by his Spirit-you love
his well-beloved- you confess his name-you are not asharued of
the hope which is built upon your faith in Jesus. Now, can allY
be ignorant whether he believes the gospel, ancl whether he has
peace with God in his conscience, through believing-whether he
really embraces the things revealed, which concern the gratuitons
remission of sins? Impossible. He who clouuteth on this subject,
does not believe. Hut he that believeth is hom of (Jod.
VOL. X.-No. XI.
3 U
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Since he who is "born again" becomes a member of the adorable
lmmanuel's kingdom, and as in that kingdom the subjects arc designed for, and have fellowship one with another, there are certain
marks, by which it may be ascertained, to the satisfaction of the
church, whether an individual be indeed regenerated, and whether
"the kingdom of God be within him."
The Spirit's witness to
himself, is not a witness to the church, for that testimony is between
the individual's own soul, and that Goel with whom he has to 00.
The subjects of the everlasting kingdom of the Son of God, require,
for the confirmation of their judgment respecting the regeneration
of any man, an intelligeut confession offaith in the gospel, and w"e
hound to regm'd $'(J.clt as make that confession, as fellow heirs qf

everlasting life, if they exhibit a walk consistent with the high charar:ter v/those who are" translatedfrom the power of Sulan, into
the kinp,dom (l God's dear Son." If, however, in the case of one
making a good confession of the truth as it is ill Jesus, it he apparent, that he is hahitually led by the spirit of the world, and not
by the Spirit of God; that his acknowledged principles have pro.
duced no change in his outward conduct; that he is the same mall
with a new creed; his profession, although it should be as definite
as the apostle's, is to the church, of no avail, for" by the fruit is
1 he tree known," and "as many as are led by the Spirit of
God, they are the sons of God;" and " he who hath the hope of
eternal life, puri/ieth himself, even as Christ is pure:" and "in
this the children of God are manifest, and the children of the devil:
whosoever doetlt not 1'ighteousness is not ot God;" for the Spirit of
God is holy; "and if any man have not the Spirit of Christ"-not
only in his witness to the finished work of Immanuel, but also, in
his sanctifying influence~ in turning the heart from lying vanities,
" to serve the living and true God-" he is none of his." This is
the test which James mentions, as confirmatory of the soundness of
Cl man's profession.
"What shall it profit, though a man say he
he hath faith, and have not works?" "Can" such a saying he hath
"fuith save him?" He does not argue whether faith without
works be the simple and only medium of cunnexion between the
blessings of salvation and the enjoyment of them; but he demonstrates, that wherever the sinner is saved through faith, gratuitously,
there is, and always will be, an evidence to the church, more dccisive than mere assertion, even the" bodies of God's children being
temples of the Holy Ghost."
Here, thell, we have examined the modes by which it may be
ascertained whether a man be "born again." The word of God
testifies, that he who is so born, " hath the witness in himself," and
also, that "whosoever nameth the name of Chri~t departeth from
iniquity:' 1 shall just make one observation, upon a manner of exercising judgment by this better rule, which is very common, and very
erroneous; and 1 make it in the hope, that such as have been misguided
hy it, llIay he set right. Many form their judgment of th~ regeneration
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of God's children, hy tlte deg1'ee of their apparent usefulness, and are
inclined to determine what ought to be the measure of the wal'l< of
each, by thc measurc of the work of some eminently gifted individual; and so, if any fail to come up to that standard, he is rej:!;<lrdcu
with suspicioll, as being eithcr a hypocrite 01' a backslider. This is
an exemplification of that want of wisdom, which Paul charges upon
the COlinthian church, who" comparing themselves among themselves were not wise."
Each child of God is made equally alive in regeneration, but eal:h
is not appointed to ,thc same worlr, nor endued with the same measure of spiritual gifts. To onc is given, by the Spirit, activity of
spirit; to another, retiredness. To one, by the Spirit, zeal in
those things which give publicity to his character; to anotller, zeal
in those things which are neller kno1Vu by man. Each has his peculiar
station; be who is to human observation doing nothing in the kingdom, if he be indeed born again, is doing tbat without which that
kingdom could not be perfected. If he be a member, he occupies
his peculiar statiun, however in man's estimation insignificant it be.

Only let every man take care that he exercises his gift " according as God /lath dealt to every man, in his kingdom, the measure
offaith."
And now I would affectionately ask you, are you born again? Has
this mighty revolution tal<en place in your views of God, of Ch rist,
of sin, of time, of eternity, which characterizes the change wrought
in the children of God? Has this change been produced in belit'vll1g
the gospel of the grace of God? Have you the witneos of God's
Spirit, and are you manifesting whose you are, and whom you serve,
by that transformation from worldly idolatries, wrought by the renewing of your mind? My dellr friends, you are this moment either
serving God, as children of his kingdom, or Satan, as his wi.1ling
slaves. There is no middle state: there are but these two kingdoms,
that of God, and that of Satan. What a solemn truth! You are,
even now, while you arc sitting here, listelling to those momentous
subjects, either decidedly a cl,ild of God, 01' a bond-slave to the god
of this world. How shall you know it? Do you believe the gospel?
Are you persuaded that Christ Jesus, the Son of the Highest, the
divinely appointed substitute of the fallen church, gave his life a
ransom for the ungodly? that he took away sin, by the sacrifice of
himself ?-That he finished the work the Father gave him to do?
If so, you are born again, and then relying, solely and exc!usivtly,
upon his all-sufficient work, for pardon and peace here, and for glory
hereafter-you renounce all your own works, as " filthy rags;" you
confess that." in your flesh dwelleth no good thing;" and it is with
you as it was with Paul, " God forbiJ that I should glol'y, save in the
cross of the Lord Jesus Christ,"-you are walking, "not after the
flesh, but after the Spirit;" and are " followers of God, as dear
children." If the simple gospel, which pruclaims full, free, everlasting-forgiveness, be not in simplicity received, as the testimony of
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God-if you are" going about to ~stablish a cighteousness of your
own," upon which to huild a hope of eternal life-if you are still
pursuing, as eagerly as evcr, and as exclusively as ever, the things
which the word of God pronounces abominable idolatries, there IS
not the smallest room for doubt-it is certain-you are yet ill the
/lumber of those, concerning whom the Lord says, that before they
call see or enter the kingdom of God, they must be born again.
Verily, verily, ye must be born again. Thc gospel, the glorious glad
tidings which announce the making an end of sin and the bringing
in everlasting righteousness by Jesus the Son of God, has been given
to effect it; and whosoever believeth that the gospel is the truth of
God, is born again. May the Eternal Spirit, whose office it is to guiue
the ffimd into the perception of all truth, give you a right understauding in all things, and cause the word to come with powcr, that such
has have hitherto been strangers to the life of God, may by his
energy be quickened; that they may bc enabled to testify, how
"that they were blind, but now they see"-tbat they were" dcad
but are alive again."

The PreacMng of the Cross, b.1J the ahove clergyman, in our next.
----()OO----

A LETTER

DR. IJAWKER TO HIS DAUGHTER ON THE RETURN OF
HER BIRTH DAY.
My DEAREST MARY, I GREET IN THE LORD,
I AM just returned from the heavenly court; (indeed 1 am still there
in spirit) where I have been to present in the arms of my faitb, my
dear child, to him, and his unceasing power, from whom 1 first received her; leaving at his throne, all that my poor heart could utter,
of supplication with thanksgivings, for all blessings spiritual, temporal,
and ~ternal, for my dearest Mary: and that my GOD may supply all
you need according to His riches in glory by CHRIST JESUS.
It was my mercy, that With the first dawn of the morning, the
LORD brought to my recollection that it was my dear child's birth.
day. Blessed be the LORD who daily loadeth us with benefits I
Then said I the LORD bath granted a renewed commemoration of
H is mercy to my dear child, and hath blessed me to see it. Mar·
vel10us gracc to both, amidst the dying, and the clead! After the
many wintry dispensations which have passed over me, like an old
desolated tree of the forest; I havc still this dear branch remaining:
and how near it is to me the LORD knowcth. Well may I use the
language of one of old and say as he did: The living, the living,
lIe shall praise thee as 1 do this day-: the father to the children shall
Illake known this truth. Isaiah xxxviii. 19.
And now my dearest Mary, let us both seek grace from that
source, where alone it is to be found; that lives so distinguished as
ours are, with Divinc favour, may be dedicated to the .Divine glory;
and while the LORD, in whose hand our breath is, ami where are all
FROM
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our ways, preserves us on earth; our conversation may be more and
more in heaven.
It is possible, (yea it is more than possible) it is probable, when I
consider that I have already passed the scriptural marked boundary
of human life, that this may be the last annual love token which I
may be permitted to send to my child on her birth-day. Be it so.
All is well. A wisdom which cannot err; and a love which cannot
change, are in all dispensations towards His children. And if in the
almanac of time, this is to close the congratulations of the father to his
heloved child on her birth-day; this finale will be the more interesting: and when the heart which dictates to the hand, and the hand
which now writes, shall hoth cease their office, the LORo will bring
tu my dear child, remembrance of the past; and though I then write
no more, yet being dead the memento speaketh.
There is a 25th of September to come in the annals of time, in
which both to the fat her and the child they will be alike unconscious:
and the place which now knoweth them, will know them no more.
Oh! the unspeakable mercy that when unknown on earth, we shall
then be well known hefore our God: and though we die, JESUS
ever lives, and hath said-Because I live, ye shall live also.
The great LORD, the Almighty Speaker and PromiseI' of these divine truths, confirm them daily to our hcarts; that whether we live
we live unto the LORD; and whether we die, we die unto the LORD;
whethcr we live therefore or die, we are the LORD'S. Yours my dear
child in Him, in all the affection of the father and the friend,
Eight o'Clock, Sept. 25, 1824.
ROBERT HAWKER.
---000----

To the Editors
A

(l the

Gospel lI!Jagazine.

LETTER ON THH FREE-WILL POWERS OF THE CREATURE.

MESSRS. EDITORS.

I HAVE lately attended the ministrations of a celebrated evangelical
clergyman, in a politc part of the metropolis; he is highly talented
with gifts, and I believe him truly sincere. He asserts many excellent truths, but then they are put in such a manner, as to he in
battle array against each olher, so as to appear as contradictory sentiments. Fur instance, 11Ist Sunday morning, he laid out man in his
unconverted etate; as helpless, that he had neither power nor inclination to do good; in fact, the pulpit that he stood in could not he
more inert in his representations of the imbecility of man. But towards the close of his discourse he addressed this helpless creature,
to arise and to repent, and to get faith, and that it was his bounden
dnty so to do; and not only so, but it would be to his eternal (;'112demnrtlion if he did not, and that it WHS in his power so to dn.
which he elucidated by the two following texts of scripture, Juhn v.
40. " Ye will not come to me that ye might have life." The other
was John xv. 22. " If I had not comc, and spohn unto them, they
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had not sin: but now they have no cloak for their sin." Your attention to these lines, will be regarded as an obligation by a friend
to your Publication.
Bryanstone Square,
A YOUNG DISCIPLE.
Oct. 14, 1835.
A RJi:MARK OR TWO ON THg ABOVE EPISTLE.

THAT man will be condemned for not making himself a ncw heart,
and for not getting faith ill our Lord Jesus Christ, and repentance
towards God, i~ n mere fallacy; such monstrous asscrtions have been
set up in every (;'" " by the cuemy of mankind to prop up the Dagon
of free will. It is:l. maxim received in the church of God, that
"Thosc graces wlt;ch are God's GIFTS, arc not man's PROCURINGS."
Hence our Lord declares, he never expects to reap where
he has not strewed. God deals with his creatures as responsible
moral agents; he does not look that thorns will produce grapes, nor
thistles figs. The sole condemnation of man is, not for being a
saint, but being (t sinner, and loving darkness, locked up in unbelicf, unto which he gives his consent.
With respect to spiritual abilities, so as to walk in newness of life,
to worship God in the Spirit, cannot be the duty of an unrenewed
man, for his very prayers, and the Iifting up of his hands are an abomination to the Lord, and who asks, Who has required this at your
llands. The sum total is, no man can say, that Jesus is the Lord but
by the Holy Ghost. Then how prepcsterous is it in a professed
_ teacher of religion to call upon the unconverted to do that which is
out of their power, and is the alone work of Omnipotence to perform.
Let them address the ungodly portion of their auditory, and tell them
of their transgressions and their danger, and then let them call upon
the Holy Spirit to open the eyes of the blind, and unstop the ears of
the deaf. This will be doing the work of an evangelist, and blowing
the gospel trumpet in Zion.
One of the lJortions of sacred writ here brought forward to establish
the free-will powers of the creature, namely, " Ye will not come unto
me that ye might have life," is quite the reverse; for it exhibits his
impotency and wilful obstinacy, and elucidates the words of our
blessed Lord, where he declares, " No man can come to me unless
thc Father who has sent me draw him."
The other selected portion of God's word, which is incess'llltly
handied about by Quakers, Mystics, and Arminians, is the following
text, John xv. 22. containing the words of our Lord, " If I had not
come and spoken unto them, they had not had sin; but now, they
have no cloak for their sin."
It is evident the sin here mentioned by reading the preceding
verses, as likewise the 24th verse after, is the sin of denying the marvellous U orks and miracles of our blessed Lord. Though he had
no form or comelilless that mcn should desire hinJ,yet he ought to have
been highly esteemed for his work's sake, who when he commanded
the winds and the sea, they obeyed him; and who fed five thou-
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s:lTId persons with five barley loaves and two small fishes. He caused
the hlind to see, the lame to walk, the deaf to hear, cured all manlier
of diseases, and made thc dead arise. Surely to be oft-ended with
Christ fllr doing ~uch mighty transactions must be sinful. For if
they had not seen those e:rternal performances, they would not have
committed sin, in their denial thereof, or in persecuting the Lord of
life and glory, 01· at least there might have been a cloak for their sin.
Most ccrtainly it was sinful in the Jews when they saw our Lord
heal the impotent man, that they should ~nZlsh upon him with their
tceth, and endeavourto slay him; and at another time to lead him to
a brow of the hill in order to rast him dOWll, and then to impute his
miracles to BeelzellUb, which must have rendercd their sin the unpardonahle one against the Holy Ghost. As such, if Christ had not
done the mighty miracles among them,thcywould not herein sinned in
that particular, and they might have a cloak for their sin. Thus it
will be better for Tyre and Sidon, in the day of judgment, than or
those who embrace the e:l:te1·nal evidences of Christianity, and then
deny the Lord who tlte.lJ profess to have bought them.
To infer from the above portion of scripture that man has either
will or power to turn to the Lord, or that he has an inclination in an
unconvertcd state to obey the gospel, is the heighth of folly; but
what adds to the delusion is, that because a preacher thinks proper
to set before his hearers, what he is pleased to denominate his wtiversal call, or in other words, the choice of life or death, that the
sinner in refusing the former, will for so doing ineur the latter, and
even add to his condemnation, is such arrogance and presumption,
that we have not words to express our indignation.
These teachers do not reflect that it is the magnet draws the needle,
not the needle the magnet. Take a promiscuous parcel of filings,
heaf.l tht m up and thcy may lie to the day of doom; but apply the
magnet, they will be immediately arranged in diverging lines of contiguous particles; these are facts which want no concedi ng to. Is it
not alike demonstrable, 'certain, and incontrovertible, that the si nner
must first be drawn, before he can run; his feet must be set at liberty previous to his walking. The fact is, however our free-will men
may blink at it, Christ is the magnet, and he draws whom he will,
and none can resist his Almighty power. The case is simply this,
some arc 110t drawn, the wise and prudent, the very men we might
suppose, would be drawn the soonest, are passed by and left in their
sins. Othcrs, the refuse of mankind, enemies to God hy wicked
works, men of the vilest description, are drawn by the Holy Spirit's
attraction, who havc no prt'tensions to such distinguishing mercy,
are washed, sanctified, and justified, and ultimately giorified.
We know by healtfelt cxperience that the above plain detail is disgusting to the \'ariou, hordes of religionists, afld ninety-nine out of
a llUndred of their teachers. It exposes us to their persecution, alld
provokes their indignation upon us, so as to designate us with opprobrious epithets; for the sovereignty of God they hold in the utmost
abhorrence. Tell tbem tbat God makes his choice, and leaves the
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refuse, that one shall be taken and the other passed by, that he hides
the revelation of his will from some, and reveals it 10 others; here
they rage and murniur, and set their faces against God's righteous
judgments. They deify the free will powers of man, and though
spiritually dead, they insult him with mockery, by calling upon him
to do the works of Omnipotence, that in being R child of wrath he
should make himself a child of grace. They go farther still, for they
divide the empire of God with Satan, by ascribing a sort of supremacy to the devil, and though he is only an inst1'ltrnent, they have the
impiety to allege, that he is a being constantly counteracting 1 he de.
signs of God in providence and in grace. They would feign use the
plummet of their shallow reason to dive into the cau.e and origin of
the constituent palts of God's government, which all conspire 10
baffie our most eager pursuits, and deepest penetration. For he
has involved the latent springs by which he actuates them, in impenetrable obscurity j so that the keenest researches of the wisest of
men into the secrets of the Almighty director and disposer of all
things, must all terminate to the utter confusion of the iJride, and
the conviction of our limited capacities. It is sufficient for us to
know, that the Lord God Omnipotent oj'(]ereth all things both in
heaven and in earth, that he originally created light out of darkness,
and that he draws good Ollt of evil, and that be employs the hands
even of the wicked, and the council of madmen or fools, as iuslntmellts in performing some of his all-wise and gracious designs, so
that the wrath of man shall praise him; and when he thinks proper,
the residue of that wrath he will restrain.
When tbe Lord of life and glory wa. contemplating upon those
divine mysteried, it is said, he rejoiced in spirit with a joy which led
him to say, I '£HANK the Holy Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
herein acknowledging God's absolute sovereignty, in calling some
to the knowledge of the truth, and leaving- others ill the darkness of
nature. Here every month must be stopped while our Lord puts an
Amen to God's decrce,-Rveu so Father, f01' so it seemeth good in
thy sight. Inded 110 other reason Celll be rcndered, were we able to
write ten thousand folio volumes on the subject, we could go no
further than this.
Lord's Da'y Evenin~, uear il1idnigltt,
THE EDITORS.
Octoher 18, 1835.
A variety of papers, have recently been sent us, respecting the Origin III Evil,
tending to estal.>lish two governillg principles, onc good, the other bad; both
with attributes, anl! powers. Alld as Gol! could make 1I0thillg bad, the devil,
they say, musl have existed froln all elelllit)', without a cause. How impious is
it! Thougbmall isb01'll lil;e a wild assescolt,will bewise,aoove lV/lltt is written,
and laullch into till" ocean of illlillity, making 1IIIto himself' God's many and
Lord's mallY. Let the potsherds of the earth be still, and kIlOW, that the
Lord reigneth, in w hose hand is the soul of evpry living thing, and the breath
of all mankind. Behold, he breal;ellt down, and it cannot be V/tilt again: he
slluttetlt lip a man, and there CUll be no openil/g. With him, is strength, and
wisdom: the deceived, and the deceiver are his. I do all these things, says the
Lord, my cOllllsel shall stand, aud 1 will do all Ill)' pleasure, and who art thou,
that replieth agaillst God.
EDITORS.
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CON1<'ESSION.

IN my judgment and profession, I acknowledge Christ to be my
l'ighteousness and peace; yet upon examination, I observe that my
heart has done quite another thing, and that secretly I have gone
about to establish my own righteousness, and have derived my comfort and peace from my own actillgs ; for when 1 have been disquieted
by the actings of my sin, that which has recovered me to my former
peace, has not been (that I could find) God speaking peace through the
blood of Christ, but rather, from the intermission of temptation, and
the cessation of those sins. When I have been troubled at an evil
frame of heart, 1 do not find that the righteousness of Christ has
been my consolation; but that which has relieved me, as far as I
can find, was, that afterward 1 founel myself in a bette·r temper.Having been in trouLlc and perplexity, I have read the scripture,
gone to prayer, and in doing these I have been relieved-yet I do
not find, that at such times, I had real, true, living communion witli
God, .in such duties; or that the Spirit of God did, in those duties,
reveal to me my interest in Christ, and so quiet my conscience.
Hence I come to see what great need 1 have, and that it is of singular use to watch over my soul in all its ways; both in reference
to sin, that I fall not into it; and when fallen, what the carriage
and actings of my soul are at such R time; whether I flee for relief
to God in Christ, or to my own works; and in reference to my
duties, to take heed, least those means which God hath appointed
to be the conveyances of himself, his SOli and Spirit, and all spiritual
blessin~s, should prove to me a mean of death, and separation frorn
God, by my formal use of them, and resting in them. For as Satan
keeps some alienated from God, by the gross pollutions of the world,
so others, from Christ, by their establishing a righteousness of tlleir
own. 0 Lord, break thou this snare for me, and let my soul escape,
as a bird from the net, that I may flee to thee and be at rest.
I have observed in myself, that when God, at any time, is pleased
to work any thing in my soul, I soon \oose it; if he quicken me, I
soon grow dead-hearted again; if he enliven my affections, they soon
grow cold and flat; and myoId hardness returns upon me. Hence I
come to see, that it j·s infinite wisdom and goodness in God, that he
hath not put the stock of grace into our own hands, but hath treasured it up in Christ, that" our life is now hid with Christ in God,"
for so it ., becomes sure to all the seed:" hereby, also, I come to
see that I have need of continual recourse to Jesus Christ, for new
supplies of grace and strengt h.
The Lord God, in his wisdom, was pleased, when he delivered his
people out of Egypt, before he brought them to Canaan, to lead
them forty years in the wilderness, whereas he could have led them
a nearer way to Canaan. "He led them not through the land of the
Philistines, although that was lIear." He cho~e rather to lead
VOL.
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them through the great and terrible wilderness, where were fiery
serpents, and scorpions, and drought."-Where there was no water,
where he brought them forth water ~ut of the rock of flint, and fed
them with manna; for this end, that he might humble them, and
prove them, and do them good in the latter end."
Dost thou find it so, believer, in thy travel towards the heavenly
Canaan; dost though walk through much spiritual drought, a land
of deserts, and the shadow of death-dost meet with a flinty heart
and fiery temptations? Know that the Lord doth this to humble
thee (which, through his grace, thou hast sometimes fouad) and to
prove thee, that is, to discover thee to thyself (for he himself knows
thy thoughts afar off) and this way of God, through grace, has been
a means of discovering much of thy corrupt heart to thee, and that
he may do thee good in the latter end-therefore take heed, of
Israel's sins, of murmuring against God under thy wants, of unbelief
and tempting of God, read often, and weigh well, the Ixxviii.
EPHRAIM.
Psalm.
---000---

Religious Intiligence.
THE ORDINATION OF MH. WILLIAM MAY
Over tile Baptist Church, asse:llibling in Fla'rt's Street, Bethnal Green,
September 14, 1835.

(JII

Wt; hail every accession to the church of God, be il in what department it
may: grace be unto all them who love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity.
. But where bigotry presides with its overbearing ascendancy, wreaking its vengance upon mere specnlative points, here wc always shew our decided disapprobation; for if any man seem to be contentions, we would wish to
withdraw ourselves from such, so as to cultivate the unity of the Spirit in the
bonds of pcace. To our Christlall brethren, we say, call no man Master, and
be cau!iolls of what is denominated, a holy and pious zeal, which too often
proceeds from choler to murder the reputation of thosc who dilfer from their
brethren, again,t whom they oppose for what they estimate, thc glory of
God. "They whet their tonguc like a sword, and bend tlieir bows to s1100t
their' arrows; even bitter words. That they may shoot in sect'et at the perfect. They search out iniquities, by adiligent search. But God shall make
their own tongue to fall upon' themselves."

EDlTOHS.
THE ordination service was truly solemn, and was conducted in the following
ordel': uamely, rcadiug the scriptures aud prayer by Mr. Newbolu. Mr,
Francis, of Snow's Fields, statcd the nature of a gospel church; his description
was marhd witli grcat simplicity and lidilety. Real members of a chlll'ch
are, spiritually qllicl<<!ned and enlightened persons: influenced by doctlincs
to every practical rluly, walking in all the ordinances of Go(1 blameless, aml
in love to all saints; their ~piritual life evidenced by prayer, faitli, aud
charity. Thc authority of Christ directs; alld tbe promise of Christ supports
tliern; while tliey anticipate sharing the glory in which he reigns.
One of the el,-aeons, then rc!atecl the circulllstances which gave tise to their
choice of Mr. May, as their under-shepherd, together with the evidences of
]lsc-flllness arising' from his llIini>terial labours among tllelll; siuuers being
converted to God, ami others greatly beneli1ted and reclaimed
The Cjue.ti"ns "ere proposed by Mr. Fraucis, After which Mr. l\'1ay
prucceded to give a relation of tlie wonders of divine providence, and his
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miraculous deliverance frum imminent perils and dilllculties, cveJl from his
infancy. The wonders of that sovereign and distinguishing grace, by which
he had boen callell to an acquaintance with God and his Chritit; tho various
s('enes he was led through; his cxercises uf mind under peculiar ('ircumstances,
the means by which he was bronght to speak in the name of the Lord,
&c. &c.
Tbe confession, made before many witnesses, was so humble and simple, as
deeply to impress the minds of alllJlcsent, somc even to tears. The articles
of faith were drawn from diville revelation, and the church then expressed
their recognition of, and union with their beloved pastor, which was also
acknOWledged also by JUr. May. Mr. Smith, (late of Ilford) then offered the
ordination prayer, which was excee(lingly appropriate, solemn, and am·cling.
The ministerial charge was thon deJivf'red by Mr. Franc is, from 2 Tim ii.
15. The subject haVing been introduced, was divided into three parts.
I. What are the things generally approved by men? as human flattf'ry; or
praise, profession of morality for truth in the inward parts: ·and by many,
the belief of human creeds, destitute of practical influence.
11. What God approves. Fidelity, ab from a steward; dependence, humility,
zeal, affection, constancy, pat.icnce, and forbearance towards all men.
Ill. A workman for God, and with God ministerially; with order and propriety, keeping nothing back; uniting doctrine, expertence, and practice. ordinances, promises, and exhortations; everlasting love, election, calling,jllstilirat.ion,
sanctification, perseverance and linal glnry. all flowmg through the redemption of Christ Jesus; witnessed in believers, by the indwelling, scaling,
and earnest of the Holy Spirit; and evidenced by the walk and convcrsatioll,
or obedience and spirit of the children of God, all of which God's ministers'
are exhorted to be ensamples to the flock of God while travelling through this
wi Iderness.
Most appropriate hymns were selected, and read by Mr. Henry Weedon,
the deacon of a Baptist church, who is deeply interested ill the prosperity of
brothel' May in the work of the Lord.
A sermon to the church followed, from Mr. Smith, founded on 1 Cor. xvi.
13, "14. from which words four Christian duties were powerfully, ellergetically,
faithfully, and affectionately enforced. 1. Watchfulness over ourselves, thoughts,
'words, affections, temper, and conduct, public and private; C1'eed, judgment,
conscience. 2. Each other, as members. should know one another,-not to injure each other; hi sickness to visit, and if needful to supply one another; watch
over an elTing brothel', and restore a fallen brothel'; wat.ch the poor and
minister to their wants. 3. W'!lch the providences of God. in directing, upholding, supplying, presCl'ving from temptations, and enemies; watch your
minister and strellgthen and comfort him. 4. Watch w hen tempted not to cease
from prayer, or attendance on the means of grace-aftel' prayer for the
answer pro,"ised and expected, and watch for the Zlpproach of death; this duty
is always neeqj'ul and profitable.
n. Christian steadfastness, in the ymce and doctrines of faitll, illustra,ted
by Paul in his voyage, "he believed in God," "Truth Lord," said anotl\er.
Doctrines of election, and all the glorious cllain of truths revealed in the inspired word.
Ill. Christian courag.e and constancy; illustrated by the conduct of a good
soldier, not children, but men. Joab's command to his army. &c. Encouraged
by knowing God is on our side. and !l crown is suspended before the view of
the conqueror, which our victorious and triull1phantLord and Captain has made
sure to a1l his beloved family.
IV. Christian charity. 1. In tbeir social visits. prayer, conversation. 2. Iu
~in~r differences of judgmellt. 3 Friendly 1'eproofs, blending aft'ectioll and
fidebty. 4. Church meetings, receiving members, &c. to avoid sillning by
going too far even in charitv.
V. In the restoration of a'faJlen brother, and in all deportment towards their
miuister, and cacb other, by praying for and helping by all means, for the
profit of the whole body.
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We trust the presence of Jehovah was felt in his power, and tbat tlH~ interesting services of the evening will long be remembered with gratitude, by
both ministel s and people,
Thus the glorious head of inAuence 'is carrying on, and developing the purposes of his love and mercy, in the experience of his dear people, proving that
lle has not left himself WIthout a witness, but that by his Spirit he is manifestatively enlarging the kin,;dom of the Messiah, and hastening the fulfilment or
every promise and prediction concerning his final h'iumph over all his foes..
Even so, come Lord J eSllS. Amen.

POETRY.
A POEM ON THE NAMES AND TITLES OF THE SON OF GOD.
Emanuel, God with us, over all, God blessed for ever." Amen,-RoM. v. 9.
AWAKE! my soul, in sweet triumphant lays,
And sing thy great Redeemer's glorious praise;
Ceme! strike thy lyre aloud, send forth his fame,
EHOV AH NISSl· is his glorious name.
• Exodus x\'ii. 15. The Lord my banner.
Ye angels help, )'e saints in union sing,
Loud Hallelajahs unto CHRIST OUl' KING;
Souud forth his praise, for ever he's the same,
JI::HOVAH ROPHI* ishisglorious name.
.... Exodus xv. 20. I am the Lord tbat healeth thee.

~

No theme so sweet, hark I the melodious note,
C It R 1ST his own church, witb his own blood bath bought,
Her sins he bore, and she is free from blame,
JEHOVAM SHALOM,"" is his glorious name.
" Judges vi. 24. The Lord my peace.
No vain intruders here can learn tbis song,
'Tis only learnt by f Ilose; the blood-wash'd throng;
The)' sing his praise, and spread his deatbless fame,
J EHO v AM SO AM MAH '" is bis glorious name.
'* Ezekiel xlviii. 35. The Lord is'there.
Come! join strains more noble yet, and tell,
How J ESIJ S sav'd his church from death and bell;Ring of his couquest, and his power proclaim,
J E H 0 V ,\ H J SI 0 KEN 1)," is his glorious name.
'* J er. xxiii. 6. The Lord our righteousness.
In sweelest concord, let bis praise be spread,
The fame of him who is our living bread;
Our blest provider, and our God the same,
JEHO v A H J IRE)!· is his glorious name.
* Genesis xxii. 14. The Lord will provide.
Nor can we cease, in highest strains to tell.
The glories of our great Emanuel ;

,I
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His thoughts of peace, for ever are the same,
JKHOVAH OLION ,» is his glorious name.
.. Psalm I xxxiii. 18. The Lord most high, most highest.
Witl] heart, and voice, we'll sing, while we have breatb,
And shout aloud, when in the arms of death;
Eternal praise to him, to him the same,
JEHOV AH JESUS is his glorious name.
*. Acts i. 21.
Rev. xxii. 20.

*

How glorious this, the ro~ks, inhabitants,
Do sing and praise '1'1' ith hearts, not adamants;
But hearts of flesh, and songs alway the same,
JESUS the SA v IOU R" iS,his glorions name.
.. Matthew 1. 21.
Here let us pause, in silence muse and think,
Ah! w hat a bitter cup did Jesus drink;
He wrung the dregs quite out; then loud proclaim,
LORD GOD ALMIGHTY, * is his glorious name.
,.. Revelations iv. 8.
See him triumphant rise, who death bath kill'd,
Satan lIevanquish'd, and the law fulfill'd;
He on his throne eternal reigns the same,
JEHOVAH SADAOTH t is his glorious name.
t Romans ix. 29.
All power and glory, is his own, 'tis said,
By him all things consist, '1'1' ho once was dead;
The life, the truth, the way; Jesus the same,
THE LAMB OF GOD,t this is his glorious name.
t John i. 29.
In him salvation and redemption's found,
Unto the sin sick soul, how sweet the sound;
As King in Sion he will ever reign,
LOR.D GOD OMN I POT ENT T is his glorious name.
t Revelations xix. 6.
Pause, t.hen, my soul, and bow before his feet,
Attempt. not t.o explore this boundless deep;
Its height, and depth, and breadth, and lengtb, the same,
ALPHA OMEGA, t is his glorious name.
t Revelation i. 11.
Babe of Bethlehem, J esse's stem and rod,
He in a manger lay, yet Israel's God;
The Root of David, alld his seed the same,
GIBBOR MY FELLOW, t is his glorious name.
t Zechariah xiii. 7.
Now rise my soul, his beauties view and trace
The glory of the Lord, shines in his face;
.Loud Hallelujahs sing, sound forth his fame,
TH E ETE R N AL GOD ,t this is his glorious name•
.t Deutreonomy xxxiii. 27.
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Slop not thy song, sing on through Jordan's slream,
Let Jesus be thy everlasling lheme;
Sheut grace triumphant, in the highest stra in,
CHRIST THE ANOINTJ::D -t is his glorious name.
t Psalm xlv. 7. Heb. i. 9.
Now Jordan pass'd,the soul for ever gone,
Up to possess his mansion on the throne;
'"V here Christ unveils his glory in a name,
TH E FAIT H f'U L Go D, t this his glorious name.
t Dentronomy vii. 9.
No death, no sin, no night, within the place,
Unclouded day llnd peace beam from his face;
Time now no longer, Jesus will proclaim,
TH E KIN G ET ERN AL, t is his glorious name.
t 1 Tim. i. 17.
The books now open, Christ the Judge will sit,
And every knee shall bow before his feet;
The church then enters, glory as his train,
Then crown him LORD OF AL L.-Amen, Amen!
A. TRIGGS.

Plymouth.
---000---

PASSING THOUGHTS.
" Which lay no claim to originality as, at times, they mllst strike the most
careless thinker."
JoIOTS

omnibus communis.

THE hand that holds and gnides tIlis pen
Will soon be paralysed in death;
Ere long,altho' wekn0\\' not when,
This body lnllst resign ils breath.
Disease awaits on ev'ry hand,
From ev'ry eye the teal' must flow;
Affliction stalks throughont the land,
And woe hath darken'd every brow!
What serves the wealthy all bis wealth?
What serves the tyrant all his power?
Lo! death, like one that comes by stealth,
Cuts them asunder in one hour I
The fool, the sclJOlar, and the slave,
The proud, tIle vulgar and the free;
Must fall like leaves, and in the grave
Enwrapp'd in dismal silence be,
Behold that cheek so smooth and fair,
That eye which glistens w itb delight!
Who could not gaze for ever there?
Yet time the beautiful will blight!
The silver moonbeams please our eyes,
We see tuelD sparkling on the waves,
But ere the slln twice more shall rise,
They may be sporting on Ollr graves!
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Yes, all know thss, turn where we will,
The silent steps of death have been!
Where are llot-spite of physician's skill,
The cl:iildless and the widow seen.
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Then is there no Siloam, where
The wounded rniud of man is healed;
Is there no star of glory fair!
Unto our darkeu'd eyes revealed!
Is there uO balm iu Gilead found?
Is there no haven in distress?
Where mau may turn, when all aronnd
Is dark aud dismal hopelessness?
Yes, he who gives the birds their food,
Aud marks their movements from Iris throne;
Provides for ev'ry creature's good,
Nor lean's man comfortless, alone.
Ah! no. Within this house of clay
An immaterial spirit dwells!
A sdul that 0" ns no mortal sway,
And oft with heavenly feelings swells!'
And J eSlls died that it might reign
At length iu everlasting love!
Anti none who come, can come in vain!
Thrice welcome to t he realms above!
'Tig here that Gilead's balm we gainThis is the haven of repose;
The waters that shall heal our painThe star' that on our darkness rose.
Yes, Jesus death has made us free I
Such boundless love how shall we prize?
The soul entrallc'd, at once would !lee,
To join the chorus of the skies.
Let them stand forth who would deny
The existence of the soul of man;
And with united cunning try
To prove their falsehood if they can.
Let Satan prompt them to declare
That man must perish like the brute;
And never more existence share,
Their own words will themselves confute.
Unfecliug mortals, when t.oo late
They will their fatal error see j
For oh! the unbeliever's fate
Awaits them in etcrnity.
May all whose hearts shall own the truth,
Flee for salvation to their God;
Lord I guide my weak and helpless youth,
Ano briu!; me to thy bright abude.
York.

T.B.
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SAW YE HIM WHOM MY SOUL LOVETH.
I ASK not worldlings now the causp,
Why my beloved fled;
Blit to that chosen race, for whom
My LOI'cl, on Calvary bleu.
Ye pilgrims to the land unkNown,
To Zion's fertih, plaills ;
o stop a moment on your road.
And hear my mournful strains,
Whither is my beloved gone.
Saw ye his smiling face?
Why is the night SO dark, tllat 1
His footsteps cannot trace?
Ilong to gaze on him again,
When will these donds depart?
To claim my Lord, for sUle 1 have
A place within his heart.
Did he not snffer,groan, and llie
On Calvary's cursed tree?
That I might reign upon his thrOllc
With him eternally,
Was I not chosen by lily Lord,
Ere time its course began?
When morning stm's elated high,
In heaven most sweetly sallg.
This covenant must then ever stallCl.
And I shall soon arise ; To take possession of my crow 11
Alld m<lnsion in the skies,
But white I tread the thorny road,
I'd spreau his fame abroad;
Asonwards I to Canaan go,
And travel with IDy Lord.
ELIZAB E:TH.
---000---

TO AN ESTEEMED FRIEND UNDER AFFLICTiON.
RANSOMED soul dismiss lhy fear,
Jesus for thee will appeal' ;
He w ill shell' a smiling faceYon will sing" delivering grace,"
Thy every neeu he will supply,
Jehovah Jirah, allcl still he is nigh,
He knows thy wants, he hears thy praye rs,
A lid bottles all thy mournfnl tears.
Cheer lip then saint, rejoice and sing,
Remember Jesns Christ is king;
He hotJs the reins in his own handAffiictions fly at his command.
SubmiSSive wait )'our Maker's nocl,
And OWII this as a chastening rod;
Helllember trials serve to prove
'fllat you're an objcct of his love.

M. S.

