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SPIlUTUAL CAUTION, COUNSEL, AND COMl'OltT.

" 'Yho comfortetb us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are
in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of GJd,"-2 Cor. i. 4.

THE HARD HEART SOFTENED, BY WHOM, AND HOW?
" God malceth my heart soft."-JOB xxiii. 16.

BELOVED, in our last, we commented a little upon an earlier passage in this
chapter; and there is one feature in Job's experience which we would have you
leeep in view: it is the Lord's sustaining hand in connexion with His dealings,
be those dealings in the eyes of His servants however dark or mysterious.
We have seen that Job was earnestly in quest of-but at a loss to £lnd-his
ub,ent Lord; and it is clear that he cannot account for Hi> having so long and
so painflllly withdrawn the light of His countenance. He was prepared to
undergo (if it were possible) any additional sacrifice, if so be that by so doing he
cOllld but meet with his Lord. His anxiety on this head is clear: "Behold, I
go forward, but He is not there; and backward, but I Cilnnot perceive Him:
on the left hand, where He doth work, but I cannot behold Him; He hideth
Himself on the right hand, that I cannot sce Him." Thus we see his earnestness, lind the intell3ity of his anxiety; and we learn, too, how peculiar the
satisfaction, and how vast the blessedness of those who enjoy the smile and
walk in the sunshiue of the Lord's presence. So richly did the Psalmist
estimate this mercy, that we hear him exclaiming, in his 4th Psalm, " There be
many that say, Who will show us any good? Lord, lift Thou up the light of
thy countenance upon us. Thou hast put gladness in my heart, more than in
the time that their corn and their wine increased." Then, speaking of himself-aye, prophetically, of his Lord, too-he says, in the 21st Psalm, " Thou
hast made him most blessed for ever: Thou hast made him exceeding glad with
Thy countenance;" the marginal reading is even more emphatic, Thou hast
" gladded him with joy." As much as to say, Thy smile, an·l the shinings upon
him of 'Thy loved and loving countenance, have produced in him a holy ecstasya divine triumph-an unearthly and inconceivably-blessed rejoicing, infinitely'
transcending all human emotions.
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Reader, do you lmow anything of this? Have you ever realized what it is
for the great, the glorious, the immutable Jehovah to smile upon you in Jesusaye, to take you as it were into His loving embrace., and call you His? Have
you known what it was in past experience for the Lord to say, " As one whom
his mother comforteth, so will I comfort you; and ye shall be comforted in
Jerusalem?" (Isaiah lxvi. 13.) Now, as creatures, we know somewhat of the
gentleness, and the tenderness, and the self-denying devotion of a mother?"
soothing voice and kindly-sustaining hand. Her tenderness towards her helpless, or afflicted, or affrighted child, is equal to -if it does not absolutely exceedall human kindness and gentleness and love; and yet this is the figure which the
Lord has been pleased to employ for the setting forth of His love towards, and
interest in, such poor sinners as we are.
Now it was this that Job mourned after in the chapter before us, as well as in
the 29th chapter, where we hear him saying, " Oh, that I were as in months
past, as in the days when God preserved me; when His candle shined upon my
llfad, and when by His light I walked through darkness; as I was in the days
of my youth, when the secret of God was upon my t"bernac!e; when tbe
Almighty was yet with me, when my children were about me." This was a
touching appeal of Job, embracing as it does the Lord's dealings with and smile
upon him, both in providence and grace.
But here is the point: at the very time he was thus mournin~ an absent God,
and, in some measure at least, the loss of those creature-comforts in which he
once rejoiced, he a,ks this important question, even out of the midst of his
extreme anguish and desolation, "Will He plead against me with Ilis great
power?" Then, reflecting upon His past dealings, and considering the God
with whom he had to do, in His unchangeable character, and the abiding and
unalterable nature of His love, he adds, "No; but He would put strength in me."
Now, this is so God-glorifying. This testifying to His divine faithfulness, His
condescension, His pity, His love, in the absence of present comfort, and in tbe
midst of the most painful and adverse circumstances, is, we contend, that which
causes praise and adoration to redound to His name, and must, to all intents and
purposes, be acceptable to Him.
We pause again for a moment to inquire whether there are not, among our
tried and tempted readers, those who are prepared to make the same admission?
Afflicted as they may be-dejected as they may be-perfectly at a loss to know
what the Lord is doing or yet intends to do, even though driven to their wits'
end, whilst reflecting upon what mayor may not come to pass, are they not, at
the same time, prepared to say, after a little due reflection, " Will He plead
against me with His gnat power? No; but He would put strength in me?"
At the very moment Satan and their own base hearts may be suggesting hard
thoughts of God, and urging them to put a hasty and uncharitable construction
upon His dealings, faith stands forth in advocacy of Jehovah's righteous character and conduct. Under the power of the Holy Ghost, she calls up in grateful
review all the way by which He has led, and the gracious and all-sufficient God
He bas proved Himself to be; and hence her conclusion, that He will not lay
upon His loved ones" more than they are able to bear, but will with the temptation (or the trial) make a way for their escape, so that they may be able to bear
it." Hence Job, in this spirit and under this faith's influence, says, notwitbstand.
ing bis previously expressed inability to discover his Lord, "He knoweth the
way [although 1 may not know it] that I take: when He hath tried me, I shall
come forth as gold."
Oh, how much there was in this admission. What an acknowledgment of the

I

\

\
I

\

t

I,

'1

:IS Qvembel' 1, 18Q5.]

'l'JlJ~

GOSl'EL UAGAZINJ,.

4Dl

Lord's wisdom and rigbteousness and faithfulness and truth. How ready was Job,
although in this his low estate, to vindicate the character of Jehovah. How
different his testimony to that of the men who know not God, and who are prepared at any and at all times to sit in Judgment upon His dispensations, and to
condemn Him to the utmost when those dispensations clash with their preconceived
plans and intentions. Yet that very defeat may be working for their ultimate and
eternal good; for what child of God but is brought at length to see the
wisdom and the love and the mercy that were engaged on their behalf, in connexion with the frustration of their designs, and that, too, when they neither
knew, nor cared to know, Him whose gracious hand was at the very moment
working in an unseen but effectual way fur their good? Oh, how many a dear
child of God has haJ. to confess-and that, too, with intense gratitude"Determined to save,
He watch'd o'er my path,
When (Satan's blind slave)
I sported with death."
That is the word-CC sported with death." Oh, who that knows some little of
his own heart, in its blackness and baseness, but what knows some little of this
truth also-sported with death-trifled with death-tampered with deathTEMPTED death; that is, yielded, at least mentally and in heart, to engagements
and scenes upon which death spiritual, death temporal, death eternal were
stamped. But what a power was that-what grace that-what love that, which
kept back the tempted one from falling a prey to anyone of those temptations,
or besetments in which a deceitfnl, treacherous heart was so much enthralled.
But, to return to Job, we must not forget that, even under the former teaching, and in conuexion with Job's waywardness and impatience, there was a
certain recognition of Jehovah's great goodness and His wonderful forbearance;
for even then Job had such an insight into His kind and gracious character, as to
prompt him to exclaim, "Will He plead against me with His great power?
No; but He would put strength in me." Thus we see that, notwithstanding
all that Satan and their own bad hearts may suggest to the contrary, the Lord
does justify Him.elf, and acquit His dealings of unkindness, or a want of wisdom,
at the very time He is sorely testing and severely afflicting His people. Nor is
this ever more manifested than when, in spite of themselves, their ingratitude
and unbelief, they hear Jehovah, in His Persons or His truth, assailed. 'Then,
regardless of all personal considerations, they instantaneously stand forth in a
bold, vigorous, and unflinching vindication of His most glorious name and cause.
And how acceptable is this service-for a service indeed it is-to J ehovah.
Although for a season He may seem to heed it not, yet, in His own good time,
and at the most filting moment, He will clearly show how such service was
regarded by and accepted of Him. In proof of this, let the reader look to what
transpired between Jesus and the young man who had stood forth in advocacy
of His person and His truth, as given in the last part of the ninth chapter of the
Gospel of John.
We deem it somewhat remarkable, dear reader, that the leading word in our
text is only used about a dozen times throughout the sacred Scriptures, so very
rarely does the word soft or softly occur; and yet in it, we bdieve, is contained
the very essence of the Gospel. It is not Jehovah in His wrath, His power,
His abstract Deity and iudisputable sovereignty, that attracts and draws forth
our love; but J ehovah, as revealed in His dear Son, in all His gentleness,
tenderness, condescension, and the bowels of His compassion. Fear there was
K K 2
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-terror there was-dismay there wa3, at Sinai, but, ill our humble opinion, not
obe particle of love or adoration; yea. even" Moses said, I exceedin~ly fear anL!
quake;" but the loving and the drawing and the admiring were at Zion. Oh,
do mark, dear reader, the vast distinction as drawn by the apostle, in the 12111
of the Hebrews, from the 18th to the 24th verse: "For ye are not come unto
the mount that might be touched, and that burned with fire, nor unto blackness,
and darkness, and tempest, and the sound of a trumpet, and the voice of words;
which voice they that heard intreated that the word s.hould not be spoken to.~
them any more: (For they could not endure that which was commanded, And
r
if so much as a beast touch the mountain, it shall be stoned, or thrust through
with a dart: and so terrible was the sight, that :Moses said, I exceedingly fear
and quake:) but ye are come unto mount Zion, and unto the city of the living
God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels, to the
general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven, anlI
I
to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect, and to
Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant, and to the bloocl of sprinkling, that
speaketh better tbings than tbat of Abel."
The self-same truth is blessedly set forth in regard to the prophet E1ijab, as
given in the 19th of the 1st Book of Kings, where we read, in the 11th and two
following verses, of the Lord's saying, "Go forth, and stand upon the mount
'
before the Lord. And, beholLl, the Lord passed by, and a great and strolli{
wind rent the mountains, and brake in pieces the rocks before the Lord; but
the Lord was not in the wind: and after the wind an earthquake; but the Lord
,
was not in the earthquake: and after the earthquake a fire; but the Lord \vas
!
not in the fire: and after the fire a still small voice." Now we find that, notI
withstanding the Lord's express command to His servant to go forth, neither the
('
strong wind, nor the earthquake, nor the fire, induced or prompted him to do)o.
What, however, neither the one nor the other of these could effect, the" still small
voice" accomplished. When this was heard, and not until then, even the bolLl,
the fearless, tbe self-denying Elijah was unmoved; but when the soft-the tender
-the gentle-the persuasive love-note, in the \vay of appeal, was heard, then
the prophet could tarry no lODger. This touches a chord in his heart to which
he, as a matter of precious necessity, responds: "He wrapped bis face in his
mantle, and went out, and stood at the entering in of the cave;" and then
commences that gracious intercourse with the Lord of which the after-verses in
the chapter testify.
\Ve find, too, tbat in respect of Job, all the arguments of his fellow-men were
of little avail; nor was his mind becomingly affected whilst as yet Jehovah
Himself answered Job out of the whirlwind, and proclaimed His majesty and
power in and by His mighty works. It was not until the Lord appealed, in a
kind and gracious way, to JoL's own heart and conscience, and said, "Shall he
that contelldeth with the Almighty instruct Him? he that reproveth God, let
him answer it," that Job was brought to acknowledge, "I am vile: what shall I
answer Thee? I will lay mine hand upon my mouth. Once have I spoken;
but I will not answer: yea, twice; but I will proceed no further" (Job xl. 4,
5). It was the appeal to Job that thus softened his heart, and brought him,
moreover, to acknowledge still further, " I have heard of Thee by the bearing
of the ear; but now mine eye seeth Thee. Wherefore I abhor myself, and
repent in dust and ashes."
.
Did space permit, we might show how the fears of Daniel were assuaged, and
the heart of Jonah brought to acknowledge, that " Salvation was of the Lord,"
by the tendtr dealings and graciol:s appeals of J thovah. Yea, to come down to
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the apostle's timcs, we see that whilst, according to his own testimony, " the
law wrought in him all manner of concupisceuce," the soft, gentle, love-appeal,
" Saul, Saul, why pErsecutest Thou me 7" was perfectly irresistible. Notwithstanding all previous ignorance and hostility, it commanded the immediate
respouse, " Who art Thou, Lord 7" and the, " Lord, what wilt Thou have me
to do 7"
For this, then, reader, we contend. It is not threat, it is not wrath, it is not
terror, it is not hell and damnation that arrests the sinner, and melts and
mellows him. Nay, nay, it is anything but this. The thunderings of Sinai, the
lightnings of Sinai, the judgments of Sinai, what will all produce? Nought but
terror, dismay, and the very reverse of love. It is an undeniable truth that
"Law and terrors do but harden,
All the while they work alone."
But then (blessed be God 1) there is a contrast-there is a vast-a mighty
distinction. Here it is" But a sense of blood-bou.t;ht pardon,
This dissolves the heart of stone."

It is the" Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do." It was the
!.euder, forgiving, compassionate love-look of Jesus that broke the Christ-denying, blaspheming Peter's heart, and caused him to "go out, and weep bitterly."
"'Tis LOVE that makes our willing feet
In swift obedience move;
The devils know and t1'emble too,
But Satan cannot love."
" God maketh my heart soft." There is a sweet application of the word,
beloved, in the 65th Psalm and 10th verse, " Thou waterest the ridges thereof
abundantly: Thou settlEst the furrows thereof: Thou makest it soft with
showers: Thou blessest the springing thereof." Look at the figure, dear
reader. Contemplate the tempest or tbe storm; let the clouds pour forth their
contents as in a mighty torrent; what efrect has it upon the hard, cold, parched
earth 7 Does it soften and fructify 7 No. The earth for most part resists,
111111 throws off the-as it were-angry waters.
They penetrate not, but roll
away; but let the self-same clouds open and cause the rain to fall in gentle
shower, how different the result! Yea, when in fulfilment of His word, tbe
" Lord maketh small the drops of water, and they pour down rain according to
the vapour thereof;" when" the clouds drop, and distil upon man abundantly."
How grateful to the earth is tllat distillin,r;, as, after the scorching sun or the
llipping wind, in its craving and its thirst, it receives the refreshing waters into
its very bosom. Its hardness, and dryness, and coldness, yield to tbe gentle,
gl'nial preswre; yea, as the margin expresses it, it is di~solved thereby. There
IS a moistening and a mellowing under the tender, softening, soothing shower
tLat the mighty torrent cannot command. And so is it in a Gospel sense. It
is not judgments-not wrath-not anger, but the tender, touching, soothing,
persuasive love· appeal, that breaks the heart and melts the soul. As" a soft
answer tnrneth away wrath," or "a soft tongue breaketh the bone."
Have you not found it so, dear reader, again and again 7 What about
threatening-judgment-wrath to come 7 What has it ever wrought in you
but coldness and callousness-hardness and jmpenitency 7 But when the Lord
has looked in upon you in liJ\'e-when He has come over all the mountains. of
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'sin, unbelief, ingratitude, and base backslidings of at least thought and heartwhen love and blood and salvation have been brought home afresh in all their
preciousness and power, oh, how vast has been the change! 'What marvels have
been accomplished! What a mellowing, and what a bedewing, and what an
admiring, and what a loving, and what an advocating, where all before were
as hard as the nether millstone, and where, according to present feeling, you
cared not whether you were lost or saved.
Ah, this is God's making the heart soft with a witness. And how does He
do it? Why, as we have seen, by kindness and gentleness, forbearance
and long-suffering; the appearing in mercy, where we thought, judging from
our feelings, and according to our consciousness of demerit, He would visit with
wrath, indignation, and His justly-merited displeasure.
That prince of heart-anatomists, the blessed HART, has left a key to this
precious Gospel secret, the making of the heart soft, in the sweet epitome of his
experience. Reader, listen to him, and see if you do not know something of the
same kind and gracious and most indulgent dealings at the hand of the same
tender, merciful, compassionate, and long-suffering Jehovah·Jesus : -

" I strove to make my flesh decay
With foul disease, and wasting pain:
I strove to fling my life away,
And damn my soul-but strove in
vain.
" The Lord, from whom I long backslid,
First check'd me with some gentle
stings":
Turn'd on me, look'd, and softly chid;
And bid me hope for greater things.
" Soon to His bar He made me come,
Arraign'd, convicted, cast, I stood,
Expecting from the mouth the doom
Of those who trample on His blood.
" Pangs of remorse my conscience tore,
Hell open'd hideous to my view,
And what I only heard before,
I found by sad experience true.
" Oh! what a dismal state was this!
What horrors shook my feeble frame!
But, brethren, surely you can guess:
For you, perhaps, have felt the same.
" But 0 the goodness of our God!
What pity melts His tender heart !
He saw me welt'ring in my blood,
And came, and eas'd me of my smart.
" While I was yet a great way off,
He ran, and on my neck He fell.
My short distress He judg'd enough,
And snatch'd me from the brink of
hell.
" What an amazing change was here!
I look'd for hell; He brought me
heav'n.
Cheer up, said He; dismiss thy fear;
Cheer up; thy sins are all forgiv'n.
. Bristol, Oct, 12, 1865.

"I would object; hut faster much
He answer'd, l'eace. 'What me fYes, thee.
But my enormous crimes are suchI give thee pardolz fiill and fi'M.
"But for the future, Lord--I am
Th.1f preat Salvation, perfect, whole.
Behold, thy bad works shalt not damn,
Nor can thy good works save thy soul.
" Renounce them both. Myse!f alone
Will for thee work, and in thee too.
Hencqforth I make thy cause my own;
And undertake to bring thee thro',

}
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"He said. I took the full release.
The Lord had sign'd it with His
blood.
My horrors fled; and perfect peace
And joy umpeakable ensu'd.

"I only begg'd one humble boon
(N or did thc Lord offended seem) ;
Some service might by me be done
To souls that truly trust in Him.

"Thus I, who lately had been cast,
And fear'd a just but heavy doom,
Receiv'd a pardon for the past,
A promise for the time to come.
"This promise oft I call to mind,
As thro' some painful paths I go :
And secret consolation find,
And strength to fight with ev'ry foe.
u And oft·times, when the Tempter sly
Affirms it fancied, forg'd, or vain,
Jesus appears; disproves the lie;
And kindly makes it o'er again."
THE EDITOR.
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WAYSIDE NO'rES.
TilE DEALINGS AND DOINGS OF GOD.
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" Hear ye the word of the Lord."-2 KINGS vii. l.
Bln.ovED, every time we take up our pen to address you, we are nearer eternity-nearer the pearly gates-nearer the full view of a precious Christ. We
cannot be better employed on our way thither, than in opening our Bibles, and
asking the Holy Spirit to unfold the Scriptures to the comfort and profit of our
souls. We invite you, therefure, beloved, to step aside with us for a few
moments from life's activities, and, turning to the seventh chapter of the Second
Book of Kings, ponder with m the dealings and doings of our covenant God.
The interesting narrative may be condensed as follows:* The children of Israel
were in a great strait; they had long been shut up in the city of Samaria, that
city having been besieged by "the king of Syria and all his host." Their
position had become critical indeed. Provision had risen to an enormous price,
insomuch that an ass's head was sold for fuu\' score pieces of silver, being
between nine and ten pounds of our money. Indeed, the distressed people were
driven to the terrible resort of eating human flesh. But a glimmer of hope
fhines upon this dark picture; for, in the midst of the desolation, there is a man
of God, a prophet of the Lord: "And EJisha said, Hear ye the word of the
Lord, To-morrow about this time shall a measure of fine flour be sold for a
shekel, and two measures of barley for a shekel, in the gate of Samaria.
Then a lord, on whose hand the king leaned, answered the man of God, and
said, Behold, if the Lord wonld make windows in heaven might this thing
be? And he said, Behold, thou shalt see it with thine eyes, but shalt not
eat thereof." Which prophfcy, because of unbelief, was literally fulfilled;
for, wben the supplies came, "the people trode upon him in the gate, and
he died." And now, beloved, notice the way the Lord takes to bring the
promised supply to His hungry children. There were four leprous men at
the entering in of the gate, and they reasoned among themselves, "Why
sit we bere until we die? If we enter t.be city, tbere is famine there; if we
sit here, we shall die also:" we may as well fall unto the host of the Syrians at
once: " if t.hey save us alive, we shall live; and if they kill us, we shall but die."
This determination was evidently of the Lord; for, when they rose up at twilight,
t.o go nnto the camp of the Syrians, tbey went into" the uttermost part of the
camp, and behold tbere was no man there." How was this? What an unexpected circumstance! The fact was, "the Lord had made tbe host of the SFians
to hear a noise of chariots and a noise of horses, even the noise of a great host:
and tbey said one to another, Lo, the king· of Israel hath hired against us the
kings of the Hittites and the kings of the Egyptians to come upon us. Wherefore they arose and fled in tbe twiligbt, and left their tents, and tbeir horses,
and tbeir asses, even tbe camp as it was, and fled for tbeir life." So that when
the lepers came to the uttermost part of the camp, there was not a soul there.
Hungry and weary, they very naturally now beg'an to eat and drink; and then,
seeing the silver and the gold, they went and hid it. But, upon reflection, they
came to a better state of mind; "tbey said one to another, We do not well; this
day is a day of good tidings, and we hold our peace. So they went and told
the good tidings to the porter of the city," and little by little the joyous neW8
• Our dear friends who use our notes at their cottage meetings would do well to read
the chapter as it is.
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spread; for the porter of the city told it to the other portc'rs, and they told it to
the king's household; and the household told it to the king himself, and so the good
news spread from the lowest to the highest. But such news cannot he at once
received by the downcast ones. The king had misgivings of heart; he thought
it was some stratagem on the part of the king of Syria to entrap him and his
people. He said, " They know that we are hungry, therefore are they gone out
of the camp to hide themselves in the field, saying, When they come out of the
city, we shall catch them alive, and get into the city." The king failed to see
the Lord's overruling providonce on their behalf, or fully to believe his servant's
prophecy; but when he came to see for himself, it was even so; abundant
supplies were near, the enemy had really fled. So a measure of fine flour was
sold at the time stated for a shekel, and two measures of barley for a shekel,
according to the word of the Lord.
Now, beloved, there are five points in this precious narrative we would draw
your attention to-viz.: Tbe Mi,trusf.ed Prophfcy; Weak Instruments;
Groundless Fears; Glad Tidings; and Truth Triumphant.

1

I. TIlE MISTRUSTED PROPHECY.

"Behold, iJthe Lord would make windows in heaven, might this thing be?"2 Kuws vii. 2.
Ah, beloved, the servants of the Lord are often found proclaiming the truth,
but men shake their heads and bplieve it not. Noah told the people of the earth
that the Lord would most certainly bring destruction upon them on account of
their wickedness; but.they only laughed at him as he went on building his ark
at God's command. But it "'as even SO, that every living substance was
destroyed from the earth; iNoah only remained alive, and t.hey that were with
him in the ark. And in these days, when the servants of the Lord repeat their
Master's prophecy, "oAs it was in the days of Noe, W 81]al! it Le also in the days
of the Son of Man. They did eat, they drank, they married wives, they were
given in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark, and the flood
came and destroyed them all. Even thus shall it be in the day when the Son
of Man is revealed ;" mm shake their heads; they call such alarmists; they
But is
harden their hearts against the Lord, and will not be warned.
unbelief confined to the ungodly'and impenitent 7 Alas! no. The very people
of God are guilty upon tllis point; they are saying in spirit, often, " Behold, if
the Lord would make windows in heaven, might this be," when they have the
distinct promise of God tbat it shall be. Take, for instance, the conduct of the
first leader of the children of Israd through the wilderness: "The Lord spake
unto Moses and Aaron, Because ye believed not to sanctify me in the eyes of
the children of,)srael, therefore ye shall not bring this congrl'gation into the
land which I have given them" (Numb. xx. 12). Water had been promised,
and water was given; but the spirit of thpir thoughts were, Ah, but how shall
it come 7 And again, "Are, not," argued Naaman, "Arbana and Pharpar,
ri"ers of Damascns, better than all the waters of Israel 7" He would wash and
be clean, but he wanted to do it in his own way, and not in God's way. Yes, I
will do it, but then it s1)all be this way, and not that way, was his spirit. So
in New Testament times we fil1Cl that even after the prayer of Zacharias is heard,
and the angel of the Lord promists that Elizal,eth shall bear a SOD, Zacharias is
saying to the angel, " Ab, bllt how shall I know this 7" He wanted a sign, and,
because of his unbelief, the angel ckcbred, "Thou shalt he dumb till these
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things be performell, because thou believest not my words, which shall be fulfilled in their season" (Luke i. ID, 20).
Now, beloved, we have much need to crave that measure of grace which shall
keep us l'esting upon the promise of God. We see the failings of those who have
gone before, and how, on account of unbelief, they brought upon themselves the
rod. Be it ours to believe the promises shall be fulfilled in their season. Elisha
said, " Hear ye the word of the Lord, To-morrow about this time shall a measure
of fine flour be sold for a shekel;" but the lord on whose arm the king leaned
scorned the idea, and was in consequence smitten.
" Blind unbelief is sure to crr,
And scan his work in vain;
God is Ris own interpreter,
And He will make it plain."

n.

WI--AK INSTItUMEliTS.

" Four leprous men."- Verse 3.

,
\

It was not the king that was to be the means of obtaining supplies for his
famished people; it was not even any of the citizens, but four leprous mendespised and rejected ones, cast out by the world-persons specially to be
avoided: these are the men the Lord takes notice of and uses for His glory;
thus putting to silence self-sufficiency, and showing that He can bring strength
out of perfect weakness. And this is one of the lessons that He ever has taught
His people. "God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the
wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound tbe things
which are mighty; and base things of the world, and things which are despised
11ath God chosen; yea, and tl1ings which are not, to bring to nought things that
are, tIJat no flesh should glory in His presence." "Oh," said :Moses to the
Lord, " I am such a poor weak one; so slow of speech and slow of tongue; send
not me." But the Lord said, "'Vho made man's mouth? Have not I? You
therefore go, and I will be with thy mouth, and teach thee what thou art to
say." "Oh," said Gideon, "my Lord, wherewith shall I save Israel; my
family is poor in Manasseh, and 1 am the least in my fatber's house." But the
Lord said nnto him, "Surely I will Le with tbee, and thou shalt smite the
Midianites as one man." "Oh," said Jeremiah, " I cannot speak, fur I am a
child." But the Lord said, " Before I formed thee, I knew thee; LeCore thou
earnest furth out of tIJe womb, I sanctified thee, and ordained thee a prophet
unto the nation. Say not I am a child, fur thQU shalt go to all that I shall send
tllee." "Follow me," said our Lord to some poor fishermen on the beach,
and I will make you fishers of men." " To me," said the apostle Paul, " who
am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach
among the Gentiles the unsearcbable riches of Christ." Thus the Lord ever
teaches His followers that from Him is their strength to come.
And, beloved, what a comfort this fact is often to one who is called in the
providence of God to minister in holy things. It may be Sabbath morning; he
approaches his important duties with languor, and an overwhelming feeling of
weakness; and the language of his heart is, "I shall Surely faint this day; I
shall surely make a fool of myself before the people; now Satan will get the
upper hand." Then come the sweet words, Ab, but God bath chosen the weak
things to confuund the mighty; He bath promised, "As thy da.ys thy strength
shall be;" and his heart revives, and he says within himself, " Oh, then I will
just simply throw mys<.llf into the Lord's hands; I will be nothing at all, and let
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the Holy Spirit lead; I will rest upon His promises, and advance." Ab, beloved,
the best sermons that are preached are those tbat proceed from instruments tbat
feel their weakness and insufficiency, and depend upon the Lord to supply. V'le
have a remarkable instance of this in tbe life of a dear servant of God, who was
mini(ter over a very large congregation in Scotland. God had greatly blessed
him; but one Saturday evening, when in: his study preparing for the duties of
the Sabbatb, the tempter set in upon him with doubts about the inspiration of
God's word, and insinuations of apparent contradictions therein. He became
perplexed beyond measure. No rest for him that night, and Sabbath morning
came. Upwards of a thousand people were gathered together to bear him preach,
but be hau no word for them. He ascended the pulpit stairs in deep distress;
a hymn was sung, and he read a portion, avoiding his usual plan of giving an
exposition of tbe word. Then came the prayer. What could he do? In tbe
agony of his mind, he lifted his hands up towards heaven and exclaimed, " God,
be merciful to me, a sinner!" With the utterance of t.hat acknowledgment the
spell was broken, the cloud passed away; a sinner in need of mercy showed the
sufficiency and inspiration of the Scriptures, and we are told tbat in his perfect
weakness he preached such a sermon that many were converted to God, alld the
saints greatly refreshed. Our sufficiency is of God, and He chooses to bring
strength out of weakness; and this fact is particularly observable in our OWll
day. God is working in a most remarkable way by the weakest instruments.
Without for one moment depreciating human talent, when laid at the foot of the
cross, it is nevertheless a fact that there are many melJ who have D.D., A.M.,
or RA. affixed to their names, and whose sermons are judiciously arranged
and admirably expressed, who yet can trace but very feeble results from their
eloquent ministrations; while a humble·minded man will come into a neighbourhood; be will not solicit ministerial patronage, his Counsellor will be God the
Spirit, and his companion his pocket Bible: he will simply give out. his intention, by God's belp, to preach tbe Gospel of tbe grace of God; balls are filled;
men in working dresses, who will go nowbere ebe, are found pressing in there;
"the common people hear him gladly;" "to the poor the Gospel is preached;"
sinners are converted; and, wben the dross of excitement and curiosity is skimmed
off, there is the real bright and plain manifestation of the presence and power of
God, who has brought strength out of perfect weakness. Tben, beloved, take the
case before us for your comfort and encouragement when under the weight of
felt weakness and nothingness. The Lord's people needed food; no great per.
sonages are employed to obtain it for them; no, four despised, castaway, leprons
men were the ordained instruments. So does the Lord work, to silence human
sufficiency, and establish His own power and might
" No big words of ready talkers,
No dry doctrine will suffice;
Broken hearts and humble walkers,
These are dear in J esu's eyes."
lIT.

GROUNDLESS FEARS.

" We came to the camp of the Syrians, and, behold, theTe u'as no man there."Verse 10.
The leprous men expected to find the enemy in their camp ready to destroy
them; but, when they came" to the uttermost parts of the camp of tbe Syrians,
behold, there was no man there." How was tbis? Wby, the Lord worked
marvellously for them; He "made the Syrians to hear a noise of cbariots, and a
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noise of horses, even the noise of a great host. So that they rose and fleel." Ah!
beloved, how often are God's dear people the subjects of groundless fear,. The
childl'en of Israel said, "Ye have brought us forth into the wilderness to kill us
with hunger;" but it was no such thing-they were brought forth to be suppOl'ted and supplied. Elijah fled in terror for his life before Jezebel, but the
angel of the Lord was near all the time. David said, " I shall one day fall by
the hand of Saul;" but he did not. " Carest thou not that we perish? " said the
disciples in tbeir tempe.t-tossed ship; but how could tbey perisb when J"esus was
on board? Paul and his fellows were in such danger that" all hope that they
should be saved was taken away;" yet it came to pass that they escaped all safe
to land. And so, beloved, if we look back, must we not be ashamed of many
seasons of groundless fears, when we have mistrusted and misapprehended a
covenant God? for the secret of all sucb fears is a leaning upon an arm of flesh
and a looking to the creature, instead of leaning upon the arm of God, and looking
alone to Jesus. How many of the Lord's people, who are deeply engaged in
commercial life, can look back upon times of groundless fears in connection with
their business. They have thought, that surely now they shall never get over
some fresh, heavy trial; surely now this additional burden will sink them; and
yet it has not been so-the weight has been removed by an unseen Hand;
the cloud has passed away; deliverance has been wrought, and thus, many an
anticipated crisis bas come to nought. Still, beloved, in life's low valley, there
will be much to depress one, and tbe pilgrim will need cheering onwards. Little
sucb cheer can be obtained from the ministry of the present day. Alas! there
is little in the cold dry sermons that abound, calculated to lift the Christian man
of business out of his care and calculations; indeed, we must say, there are but few
ministers who enter into the trials of" the merchants of the earth." Our notion,
doubtless, would be deemed a strange one to many, but we bave long thought, that
a man should have a taste of the trials, temptations, and torments of commercial
activity, to enable him to comfort others with the comfort wherewith he has been
comforted of God. A theological soaring above the common condition of men,
brings no comfort to the careworn; but, enter into his trials; tell him of Jesus,
and of the promises of God under such difficulties, and this will cheer him. The
sweet beauty of our dear Lord's ministry was, that He joined men in their various
walks in life, and made use of their very occupations to inculcate gracious and
precious truths. "I pray not, 0 Father, that Thou shouldest take them out of
the world, but that Thou wouldest keep them from the evil of it :" and that He
is, by His Spirit, keeping us. Oh! what proof we have, in support when we are
ready to faint; encouragement, when we are ready to halt; ways of escape,
when we were ready of perisb; and in being again and again better to us than
our many fears. If, then, there should be a business-burdened one reading our
notes; or one in any way borne down by the difficulties of the way, take, beloved, this striking instance of groundless fears for your comfort. These poor
leprous men calculated that they must be destroyed, and verily, to all human
appearance, it looked like it: instead of which the Lord was secretly at work on
tlleir behalf; so that the host they feared had fled upon their arrival at the
camp, and tbe supplies they so much needed were abundantly at hand. May
such instances strengthen our faith in Him who is a very present help in every
time of need.
"0 Lord, in all our trials here,
Whate'er thosc trials be,
Help us without one doubt or fear,
'1'0 cast our care on Thee."

500

nnJ

GOSPEL lI1AGAZH;E.

IV.

[November I,

Ism.

GLAD TIDINGS.

" They came and called lmto the porter of the city,"-Verse 10.
At first, when the lepers went to the uttermost part of the camp, they did eat
and drink, and carried the silver and gold and raimPDt into one tent and another
and hid it. But presently they came to a better state of mind; tbey thought of
the famished and poor ones they had left behind them in the city, and they said
one to another, "'Ve do not well; this day is a day of good tidings, and we
hold our peace." So they went anll told the good news to the porter of the
gate, and he told the other porters of the city, and they told the king's household, and the king's household told the king himself; so that from the lowest to
the highest, the joyous tidings spread of ahund311<'e to be had close at hand.
And so it is when the 'Word of God enters a poor man's heart; out of the
abundance thereof the mouth must speak. i';very man who ha~ himself b(,en
melted by Divine grace, must tell others of the food and treasure they have found.
Enemies may try to crush his fresh hopes and new desires, and rob him of his
spoil; but it is impossible-the truth will spread-the awakened sinner will
exclaim, "Come, see a man that told me all things that ever I did; is not this
the Christ?"
V.

TRUTH TRIUMPHANT.

" And it came to pass as the man of God had spoken to the Hng, saying, Two
measures of bm'/ey for a shekel, and a measure affine flour for a shekel, shalt
be to-monow about this time in the ,gate of Sama7'ia,"- Verse 18.
God is a God of truth;' He is a Rock; His work is perfect; all His ways are
judgment. A God of truth, and without iniquity; just and right is He. What
He says will come to pass; and what He inspires His S€l'vants to prophesy will
verily be fulfilled. The same with His revealed Tflord. Weak llnd foolish
men may assail it, but it is an invulnerable fortress. Have thp, fierce controversies
of the day hurt the vVord of God in the least? Oh no! Infidel arguments
may weaken man's natural faith in the authenticity of the Scriptures; hut what
matter? the Scriptures are not injured thereby, but the man. Just tIle same as
if a man in his folly became offended with a rock which stood in his way, and
rushed at it with all his might and main; the rock would remain uninjured,
while the madman would lie at its feet weltering in his Llood. AUd, then, to
descend from the word of truth to the ways of truth, it will be found in the
Lord's dealings with His saints, all He has said is tTUe; all He has promised
will be performed. " All the paths of the Lord are mercy and truth, unto such as
keep His covenant and His testimonies." Has He promised support? it will be
given: "As thy days thy strength shall be;" has He promised guidance? He
will guide even unto death; has He promised to deliver? He will make a way of
escape for I-Jis people, and Jelinr them out of all their distresses. He is a God
of truth. And then, if we come to His ways of truth in the personal experience
of the believer, he who is walking in the ways of truth will he found to be right.
He may be thwarted in his judgment, and greatly oppressed and opposed hy
those whose Bpirit is worldly, and who judge after the flesh; but he will be
found to be right in the end. In the day of their cu]aUJity, then they. will
discover who is right.
1f then, beloved, you are among those who for righteousness' sake are betrayed,
both by parents and brethren, l<insfolks and friends, and for Christ's sake are
hated of all men; in your patience possess your souls, for there shall not a hair
of )'ourhead perish. This is the pr('n~ise of Him who cannot err. Ah! it is a
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solemn tl,illg tu opp,)se God's work and w1yS in the believer's soul; sooaer or
l<ltt,r, God's jll,lgmcnts will fall heavily upon any tlmt di.Lre so to de). What a
striking inst<lllCe of this is given ns in Acts xiii. Mighty grace lllet with
Sergi1l3 Pallllls, a prllilfTlt mau, and the deputy of the lsle of Paphos, who
called for Barnabas and Saul, and desired to hed.l' the Word of God; "but
Etymas the sorcerer withstood them, seeking to turn away the deputy from the
faith." 'Voe be to Elymls for his ungodly conduct! the Lord's judgments must
be ill store for him. And so it proved, for " Saul, filled with the Holy Ghost,
set his eyes on him, and said, 0 full of all subtilty all;} all misehief, tholt child of
the devil, thou enemy of all righteousness, wilt tllou not cease to pervert the right
ways of the Lord? And now, behold, the hand of the Lord is upon thee, and
thou shalt be blind, not seeing the sun for a season. And immediately there fell
on him a mist aud a darkness; and he went about seeking some to lead him by
the hand.
Then the deputy, when he saw what was done, believed, being
astonished at the doctrine of the Lord." Ah, beloved! many a child of God
stands alone as it were in the midst of unbelieving relatives. His feelings, his
coudut:t, his conversation, is altogether so different, that he becomes the object
of their ridicule, and is ofteu depressed in consequence: nevertheless, let him
stand firm to his principles; grace will triumph, his righteousness will shine
forth, while the day will come when heavy judgments must fall upon those who
seek to turn him from his faith.
And now, beloved, in conclusion, how full of hallowed instruction is this precious portion of God's 'Word. Ponder over it more fully. The critical position
of the children of God, shut up in the city of Sam~ria, borderilJg upon starvation
-the prophet of th" Lord declaring help was at hand-the unbelieving lord on
wl10se arm the king leaned-the weak instruments the Lord chose to be the
means of bringing supplies, four leprous men-the groundless fears that possessed
them, and the wonderful doings of God on their behalf-the attempt to hide the
treasures when found, but afterwards the determination to hasten to others and
tell them of the joyous tidings-the misgiving heart of the king, who feared the
news must be too good to be true-and then, the Lord clearing up all in the fulfilment of His prophecy. All these points are full of precious teaching, comfort,
and encouragement to the children of God. May all such blessed narratives
strengthen our faith in a covenant God, and cause us to feel, that, however dark
and unpromisiug circumstances by which we are surrounded may appear, He is
near, and will move at the right moment, and work in the best way for our
gain, and His glory.
"Let His people courage take,
He will wipe away their tears;
Dear with a submissive mind
Near Himself appoint their lot;
All they sufl'er for His sake,
All their sorrows, pains, and fears,
Rich amends tbey soon will find.
Quickly then will be forgot."
M:ay the Lord comllllnd His blessing upon these few hints, for the Redeemer's
sake. Amen.
Bury St. Edmund's.
G. C.
WHILt.; you have only sentiment concerning sin, but no conviction of its
enormity breaking your hea.rt under a sense of it, and leading you to cfllcifix:ion
to it, and separation from it; while you remain unacquainted 'with the quickening, renewing, and sanctifying power of the Holy Spirit; you have reason to fear,
and may well fear, that you are still in the broad road which leadeth down to
the chambers of death-eternal death.
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"The pl'CaChel' sought to fiod out acceptable words."-Eccl. xii. 10.

A

PASTOR'S

N01'ES.-No.

Ill.

THE CONTINENTAL CUAPLAINCY.
THERE is a subject upon which congregations who are attached to their minister
are oftentimes unreasonable. It is that of his rest and recreation. Undoubtedly it
is the duty of every faithful minister to spend and be spent for the good of his
people; in season and out of season, he is to labour, nor ought he to relax lli5
efforts as long as ever the powers of his mind and body can endure the strain.
And cheerfully will every earnest pastor of Christ's flork accede to this; no labour
will appear to him to be too arduOl1s, no toil too severe, so long as any work that
he can do remains undone. But although the "spirit" may ba " willing," the
"flesh is weak." l'he weaded body cries out for rest, the over-burdened mind
shows evidences of exhaustion. Rest and relaxation must be had, or the" harp
of a thousand strings" will cease to sound.
But, strange as it may appear, when this is the case, the chief obstacle to a
pastor's obtaining that which is so necessary for him, is his own affectionate and
attached congregation. Month after month and year after year they see him
diligently labouring amongst them; Snnday after Sunday brings its carefully-prepared sermons, and Sunday-school teachings; week after week its constaut visits,
its deep anxieties on behalf of immortal souls. Yet they never seem to think
that the labourer without a Sabbath, the workman without an hour that he can
strictly call his own, is urgently needing repose, and that the only way in which
lle can Effectually obtain it is by temporarily but compldely sepltrativg himself
from his usual routine of duty. "He has so little to do," some say; "what
labour can there be in the preparation of a few short sermons, or in a few daily
calls? " Yet let that labour be only in a slight degree lessened; let but those
calls be reduced in number, and how many complaints are heard! How soon
the change is noticed and made known! Now, I would not for one moment
encourage indolpnce on the part of anyone able to labour, much less on the part
of a pastor of Christ's flock; there is too much work to be done-time is short
-the day is haEtening to a close-the night is at hand. But I must affirm that
when a congregation of professing Christians have placed over them in the providence of God a pastor who labours amongst them as he ought to do-one who
studies not his own convenience, nor spares his strength for them and theirsthey ought, instead of putting a stumbling-block in the way of his obtaining the
rest and relaxation that he needs, remove every obstacle, and furnish him with
every available facility. I have known ministers whose congregations were so
jealous of their being absent from them, for even one Sunday in the year, that
they would have put themselves to almost any inconvenience and suffered
unmitigated fatigue, rather than leave them for even that short period of time.
And I remember one instance of a large congregation, who, instead of being
willing to place at their pastor's disposal the means of obtaining that rest which
he needed, to show their displeasure at his absence, and their non-appreciation
of the services of his temporary substitute, actually absented themselves altogether
(with the exception of one solitary individual) from their accustomed place of
worship. Was this sympathy? Was it affection? Was it brotherly-kindness?
There is one means by which many clergymen are enabled yearly to obtain
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tho rest Itn11 l'1'1,IXali,in which are so necessary for them, without entirely
rlllinl!uisllillg 111~ir Illinisteriallabours.
'1'110 " COIOlli,d aUlI Continental Church Society" sends over to the Continent
ovory SUll111ler a !<lrge number of clergymen as chaplains, to supply a regular
nurso of services in all the chief places to which English visitors resort. The
time for which they are each engAged is generally about one month, and they are
expected not only faithfully to preach the Guspel, bllt also to exercise pastoral
8upervision over the English visitors and l'csillellts of the place to which they
ure appoiuted. They are thus proviJed with an entire change of sceue and
lubour; and the immense number of tourists who year by year proceed to the
continent have placed within their reach the means of grace; means which are
often valued much more abroad than at home.
During the past summer, I was permitt.ed to avail myself of this opportunity of
foreign travel, and a very delightful opportunity it was, The place to which I
was appointed was a town in tbe east of France, much frequented on account of
its mineral springs. Arrived there, I found it a most lovely spot, situated on
the side of an extensive valley, and surrounded by lofty monntains. How shaH
I describe the scene presented ddily to one's view? Immediately in the fore'
ground was the town with its irregular and picturesque builJings; then a number
of vineyards and beautiful gardens; beyond a splendid lake, its waters clear and
transparent, tinged with a deep litue colour; and further still, a majestic mountain rising up abruptly to a height of about 5,000 feet. And what made the
scene especially pleasing, was its ever-changing appearance during the various
hours of the day; morning, noon, and evening, each made a striking difference.
Sometimes in early morning the whole valley was filled with clouds-notbing
was visible except a thick white mist; but, as the day wore on, a change became
discernible, the clouds began to separate, the sun shone forth in its brightness,
and, as point after point of the landscape came into view, the scene was indescribably grand. At evening too, when the sun was setting, a deep shade resting
upon one side ,of the valley, whilst the higher parts of the other side were most
brilliantly illuminated, the clouds above reflecting the most splendid colours, and
the far-distant mountain ranges tinged with a deep purple, altogether composed
a scene of the most exquisite loveliness. At other times the appearance of this
beautiful place was entirely changed. Suddenly a dense cloud would be seen
gathering itself around the top of the highest neighbouring mountain; then
followed a rushing sound as of a mighty tempest sweeping across the valley,
aUlI then a storm of the most fearful description, accompanied with peals of
thunder, vivid flashes of lightning, and torrents of rain.
And what about the people of this lovely spot? Alas! they were to all
nppearance sunk in the lowest depths of ignorance and superstition. The light
of the Gospel seemed altogether excluded from them. They had pastors, it is
true, almost without number, and many places of worship; but, whilst the pure
word of God is excluded from them, and their form of worship is conducted in
an idolatrous manner and in an unknown tongue, what can be expected but
that their minds should be darkened, and their eyes unenlightened? Once I
venturell, upon occasion of a festival, to mingle with them in their public
worship; but oh, how sad the sight! There were bowings and various move·
ments timed according to the tinkling of a bell; there was a crashing of martial
music, a mumbling of prayers, some wretched chanting by a company of priests,
and some touching strains of music from a band of musicians secreted behind the
granll altar; but devotion or intelligence in the service-where was it? Was it
in the wors]lippers ?-They starell about at one another, or cunver;;ed with

501,

'l'.HE GOSPEL :IIIAGAZINE.

[Kovcmllcr 1, 18C5.

tl:eir neighbours, or gazed vacantly into their books of prayer, each one apparently upon a different page. A ceremony was Leing conducted, but evidently
they hew little or nothing about it. This is what the Church of nome likes,
and this is the condition in which she would fain e\'er keep her devotees. It
was, however, pleasing to find how ready the people were to receive portions of
t1e Scriptures when presented to them, and one c'lulll but hope that the time
might soon come when the circulation of the whole book shall be not only
tulerated but encouraged.
At present, the opposition manifested by the priests to the circulation of the
Scriptures is very great, and some short time ago they violently attacked a
person whom they Jiscovered endeavouring to distrillUte them.
e1'0 be conti1wea.)

THE SAFETY OF GOD'S PEOPLE DURING THE LAST
JUDGM.ENTS.
(TRANSLATED FROM THE FREKCH.)

" Whatsoever thinrls were written oforetime were w1'itten for our learning, that
we th1'ou.qh patience and comfort oj the Scriptures might have hope."ROM. xv. 4.
THE apostle Paul, in speaking of what had happened to the Israelites under the
conduct of Moses, says, "All these things happened to them as types, or typically, and they are written to instruct us who bave arrived at the last times
(1 Cor. x. 11). He enumerates many of those things which had happened to
tha.t people. He does not mention tbem all, for tbey would have been too long;
but be chooses the most striking, and those which bore an immediate relation to
his subject. As for those which be omits to mention, it may be supposed that
their encl was the same, since they too are written as much as are those
mentioned by Paul; and further, one cannot but perceive, in examining the
expressions of tbe apost.le, that all that is written concerning the things which
happened to the Israelites, is what he lIas in view, and declares to be types;
and these have been preserved in order that we Illay attend to them, and gather
instruction from them. But further, it is not for every generation since that
time that. these were to serve for inttruction; but for those" npon whom the
ends of the world are come," or for those who shall live towards the end of the
llge or dispensation of the Gospel, and clliefly in the latter moments of it, consequently for us. Thus the history of the Israelites ought pre-eminently to
interest us, for it is our history; ~ince what things happened to them, were
types of what shall happm to ourselves. In reading it we may draw therefrom
practical instruction, seeing that it is an example for us by which our conduct
ought to be governed. Jt is in this point of view, authorized as we are by tlle
language of St. Paul, tllat we desire to examine a part of those types which we
rind among the people of Israel. We IJave chosen tbe portion which comprehends the infliction of the plagues upon Egypt and the Egyptians, until the
moment that Israel has passed the Hed Sea, and sung the sor,g of deliverance.
That which happened to Israel during that time is what shall particularly
interest us; not Egypt or the Egyptians. They are not a type of bdievers nor
of the Church of Christ; the Israelites only a1'C so. Moses relates that God
inflicted upon Egypt and its inhabitants ten very severe and destructive plagues
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(Exod. vii.-xii.); and in chap. xiv. he relates that Pharaoh and his army
were all drowned in the Red Sea. It is to be remembered that during the
illfliction of tIle pLigues, the Israelites dwelt in Egypt, but in a country apart,
which hall been assigned them by Pharaoh at the time when they entered that
land. Goshen was a part of Egypt, not very distant from the rt:sidence of the
king. So that it may be said that the Israelites were in a manner in the midst
of the Egyptians, and not beyond the bounds of their land. They were, it is
true, on their frontiers, but not beyond. Thus they remained really in Egypt,
the conntry subjected to the plagues. Meanwhile what became of the Israelites
during their infliction? God declares, in denouncing the fourth plague, that He
would put a division between Bis people and that of Pharaoh, and that He
would sever the land of Goshen where His people dwell, so that there should
be no swarm of insects; and the Lord did so (Exod. viii. 22, 23). It was the
same on the occasion of the fifth plague (Exod. ix. 4-7), and of the seventh,
and of the ninth (Exod. x. 23). We know that it was likewise on occasion of
the tenth, for none of the firstborn of the Israelites were put to death by the
destroying angel, and consequently God commanded Moses to sanctify them to
Him, i.e., to consecrate them to Him (Exod. xiii. 2). If it be not said
expressly with regard to the other plagues, the first three, the sixth, and the
eighth-that the Israelites were exempted from them, we have every reason
to suppose it, since the case of the tenth proves it; for it is only indirectly,
though clearly that we can prove that none of the firstborn of Israel perished.
The plagues were denounced against Pharaoh, and his people, and his country,
and not in any respect against the Israelites. So that we may declare positively
that they were totally exempted from them. The same took place at the
passage of the Red Sea. "The children of Israel walked upon dry land in the
midst of the sea; and the waters were a wall unto them on the right hand, and
cm the left. Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the hand of the
Egyptians" (Exod. xiv. 29,30). The song which Moses and the children of Israel
sung after this passage, is a song of praise and thanksgiving because of the
miraculous and perfect deliverance which God had wrought for them. They
sing not this song until after their last, their greatest, and most marvellous
cleliverance; for not only does it end and crown them aH, but it is because this
time Pharaoh and his army are destroyed. He is the last enemy from whom
they could fear an atta_ck after their escape from the hard bondage of Egypt;
this enemy is ruined, he is drowned, he is sunk in the waters, and no more is
left but helpless corpses. In Egypt, during the infliction of the plagues, Israel
undoubtedly enjoyed this exemption, and each exemption confirmed his rejoicing,
and produced in him great assurauce. He rendered thanks to God at each
deliverance, but he was not without uneasiness and anxiety, whilst the rnler of
the land yet lived, his tyrant, who showed himself more and more hardened and
indisposed to let him go free. We can herein understand wherefore it is not
until after the death of Pharaoh, that the people sing loudly this song of deliverance. He is now totally free from aH fear. We have just seen the enemies of
Israel the objects of the most terrible plagues, which ruined them and crushed
them, their land, and their possessions; and when they make a last effort as
thns expressed by Moses, " The enemy said, I will pursue . • • my hand shall
destroy them" (Exod. xv. 9), when Israel appeared in their hands, without
possibility of escape, then God totally destroyed them, and took a signal
vengeance upon them. "vVe have just seen also Israel, the people of God,
preserved perfectly, and entirely exempted from all the plagues and from every
evil whatsoever, the object of a noble preservation and deliverance.
And
LL
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at length, when all his enemies are defeated and destroyed, he strikes up a song
of praise, of adoration, of gratitude and deliverance. What au ignominious and
terrible end for the enemy! What a glorious end for Israel!
We would now make some remarks ou a verse of the song which was sung
by Moses and the children of Israel. "In mercy Thon lmst led forth this
people which Thou hast redeemer]: Thou hast guided them in Thy strength unto
Thy holy habitation" (Exod. xv. la). He tells us thltt the people of Israel
have been the subject of God's mercy during all the time of' the plfLgues until the
moment when he was placed in perfect security from hi, enemies. This mercy
has been manifested in that he has been preserved and exempted from evil all
throughout; it has been also manifested in another manner equally evident. It
is said, "Thou hast led," i.e., " Thou hast made him to go out of Egypt; Thou
hast delivered him from Pharaoh and from his people by Thy mercy allCI by Thy
strengtb, by inflicting upon them terrible plagues, and by displaying Thy
miraculous power which has destroyed them." Thus His mercy was manifested
in a double manner; first, by the exemption of Israel from all evil; secondly,
by the infliction of the plagues Upllll Pharaoh and his people. That wlJieh is
mercy toward Israel, is a horrible calamity for Egypt. The power which
preserves Israel, which supports him, hinders the plagues from hurting him,
which causes him to pass through the Hed Sea, and introduces him into God's
holy habitation, is that which destroys, casts down, ancl swallows up Pharaoh
and his army.
There can be no contrast greater than that we have lJere, and produced by the
same cames. But the present is not tbe only instance in the Scriptures. The
same Christ is a sweet savour which becomes a savour of life to the one, and a
savour of death to the other (2 Cor. ii. 14-16). The ,ame day, or the same
light, is for one, hot as an oven which burns them up; whilst it is to another,
a sun whose rays bring life and health. If God will avenge His elect, i,e.,
deliver them (Luke xviii. 7), He comes in flames of firt', taking vengeance upon
the wicked; but He comes also to be glorified in His saints (2 Thess. i. 6-10).
We could easily quote other par, sages, but these will suffice for our object, and
clearly authorize us to interpret the verse of the song as we have done.
St. Paul tells us that these things happened typically, and are written for our
instruction, to the intent that we should attend to them, because we have an
interest in them.
(To be contillued.)
MEDITATION IT.
By A. TRIGGS.
WHAT swcet delighf,s fill my enraptured soul,
Though I now dwell in Kcdar's tents on carth;
Yet sccnes like these develop'd to the mind
Endear a precious Jesus, Lord of all,
And I of Him will sing, and of His love.
He my Redeemer is, and constant Friend,
And by His blood I am made nigh to God,
Though once a great way off, and dead.
Eis love unchanging is; He never sleeps,
Nol' will His watchful eye for ever close;
He by it guides His children over death.
lIe to my soul is faithful and most kind;
Nor gold, nor pearls, nor empty honours vain,
Can give me pcne-e, or happiness, 01' joy,
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Or health, or satisfy my longing soulNo, nothing short of Christ, my AIl-in-all !
Ab, could I speak His worth more free and full,
And of Immanuel's glory sweetly sin~,
And talk with tongues, as elect angels do,
Yet far above all powers in heaven and earth,
Or stretch of thought and mind, however wide,
Doth His most glorious Godhead-glory shineThe Infinite, Eternal, great I AMSuperlatively the Most High, Most Highest.
But at His feet my humbled soul would lie,
To sing of Him, my Saviour and my God,
And crown Him Lord of all-Jesus, my King!
Now, 0 my God, with David I will join
'fhy heavens to consider, and to view
The moon and num'rous stars Thou hast ordain'd,
'W ork of Thy fingers, as it is express'd.
And the heavens declare Thy glory, Lord;
Thy wisdom marvellous thereby is seen,
In spreading out that molten looking-glass
Of sapphire brightness and of azure blue,
Bespangled thick with silver spots call'd stars,
Thereby to show Thy facc invisible;
And so Thy power and Godhead is declar'd,
That man might read it, and adore Thy name,
And see Thy glory forth resplendent shine.
Great God, Creator, at Thy feet I fall,
And as a babe would utter forth Thy praise,
And sweetly meditate on all Thy works,
Which all in union join to set Thee forth
In majesty, as the great Cause of all,
That gave existence to created things.
'l'he heavens declare 'l'hy glory, Holy Lord,
The firmament Thy handy work proclaims;
The moon and stars in harmony do join,
To speak the glories of the great I AMThe One Eternal God, the Holy One,
Who out of nothing made all things seen,
The heaven and earth, and all that in them is.
And on the clouds as chariots God doth ride,
And takes His walks even on the wings of wind,
Performing all His pleasure and His will.
Even in His fist He holdeth fast the winds,
And waters in the hollow of His band.
Thus heaven, and earth, and all created things
Conspire to set His power and glory forthThe Omnipotent and Eternal God.
Here I would pause to ponder o'er and think
Of such displays of wisdom and of power;
And, as their glories strike my eye, I would
For ever speak Thy praise. 0 Lord, our Lord,
How excellent Thy name in all the earth!
And, though Tby glory is abole the heav'ns,
Yet thy invisibles are clearly seen,
Being understood by things which do appear.
All things by Thee created were and madeThey all declare Thy Godhead and Thy power;
The great mernal, Holy One revealed-The Alleluia-the Father, ·Word, and Spirit.
LL2
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A REMARKABLE DREAM.
\\'as on intimate terms of friendship with Dr. Samuel Clarke,
and in religious conversation they spent many happy hours together. Among
otber matters, a favourite topic was tbe intermediate state of the soul (that is,
between death and the resurrection of the body). One evening, after a conversation of this nature, Dr. Doddridge retired to rest with his mind full of the subject discussed, and, in the visions of the night, he dreamed that he was at the
house of a friend, when he was taken dangerously ill; by degrees he seemed to
grow worse, and at last to expire. In an instant he was sensible that he had
exc1langed the prison-house and sufferings of mortality for a state of liberty and
happiness embodied in a splendid aerial form. He seemed to float in a region of
pure delight. Beneath him lay the earth, but not a glittering city, or village,
forest or sea was. visible; there was nought to be seen below, save the melancholy
group of fri€llds weeping around his lifeless remains. Himself thrilled with
delight, was surprised at their tears, and attempted to inform them of his change,
but by some mybterious power utterance was denied, and, as he anxiously leaned
over the mourning circle, gazing fondly upon them, and struggling to speak, he rose
silently upon the air, then forms became more and more indistinct, and gradually
melted away from his sight. Reposing upon golden clouds, he found himself
swiftly mounting the skies with a venerable figure at his side, guiding his
mysterious movements, and in whose countenance he marked the lineaments of
youth and age were blended together with an intimate harmony and majestic
sweetness. They travelled through a vast region of empty space, until at length
the portal of a glorious edifice shone in the distance, and, as its form rose brilliant
and distinct among the far-off shadows that flitted across their path, the guide
informed him that the palace he beheld was, for the present, to be his mansion
of rest. Gazing upon its splendour, he replied, that while on earth he had
heard, "tbat eye had not seen, nor had the ear 11eard, nor could it enter the
heart of man to conceive the things which God had prepared for those who love
Him." And notwithstanding the building to which they were then rapidly
approaching was superior to anything he had before seen, yet its grandeu(did
not exceed the conceptions he had formed. The guide made no reply: they
were already at the door and entered. The guide introduced him into a ~pacious
apartment, at the extremity of which stood a table covered with a snow-white
cloth, a golden cup, and a cluster of grapes, and there he said he must remain,
for he would receive in a short time a visit from the Lord of the mansion, and
that during the interval-before His arrival-the apartment would furnish him
with sufficient entertainment and instruction. The guide vanished, and he was
left alone. He began to examine the decorations of the room, and observed
that the walls were adorned with a number of pictures; npon nearer inspection
he found to his astonishment that they formed a complete biography of his own
life. Here he saw upon the canvas that angels, though unseen, had ever been
his familar attendants, and, sent by God, they had sometimes preserved him from
imminent peril. He beheld himself first as an infant just expiring, when his life
was prolonged by an angel gently breathing into his nostrils. Most of the things
h£'l'e delineated were perfectly familiar to his recollection, and unfolded lllany
things which he had never before understood, and which 11ad perplexed him with
lllany doubts and much uneasiness. Among others, he was particularly struck
with a picture in which he was represented as falling frem his hor~e, when death
would have been inevitable llud not an angel received him in his arms, and
broke the force of llis descent. This merciful interposition of God filled lJim
DR. DODDRlDGE
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with joy and gratitude, and his heart overflowed with love as he surveyed in
them all an exhibition of goodness and mercy far beyond all that he had imagined.
Suddenly his attention was arrested by a rap at the door; the Lord of the mansion had arrived, the door opened, and He entered. So powerful and so overwhelming. and withal of such singular beauty was His appearance, that he sank
down at His feet, completely overcome by His majestic presence. His Lord gently
raised him from the ground; and, taking his hand, led him forward to the table,
and pressed with His fingers the piece of the grapes into the cup, and, after
having drank Himself, presented it to him, saying, " This is the new wine in my
Father's kingdom." No sooner had he partaken, than all uneasy sensations vanished.
Perfect love had cast out fear, and he conversed with his Saviour as an intimate
Friend; like the silver ripple on the summer sea, he heard fall from His lips the
grateful approbation-" Thy labours are over, thy work is approved, rich and
glorious is thy reward." Thrilled with an unspeakable bliss that glided into the
dept.hs of his soul, he suddenly saw glories upon glories burst upon his view.
The Doctor awoke; tears of rapture from this joyful interview were rolling
down his cheeks; long did the lively impression of this charming dream remain
upon his mind, and never could he speak of it without emotions of joy and tenderness.

I
J
I

SACRED MAXIMS.
PERSEVERE by all means to maintain a separation from Antichristian idolaters:
every help given them is aid afforded the powers of darkness; therefore allow
no coalition with the degraders of Christ. The affected liberality of those who
do will be as tow when exposed to the fire.
Everything is an idol which usurps that place in the heart which God
should fill.
The bitterness of lamentation is likely to be indeed bitter, when those who
have said, " Who is lord over us?" find themselves in the hand of One far
stronger than they.
.
It is our infidelity that we look more to instruments and means than to the
God of the means.
Sentimental orthodoxy, however correct, will not save the soul.
Much guilt would be avoided, and much profit derived, if individuals were
more careful in their communications.
W. BORROWS.
DEATH OF THE REV. CANON STOWELL.
By the recent removal of the Rev. CANON STOWELL, we, as Protestants, have
lost a sincere friend and staunch advocate. His uniform bold and unflinching
defence of our Protestant interests can but endear his memory to every true
Protestant heart, in these latitudinarian days. The annexed will be read with
deep interest. In the few words thus so significantly expressed, are contained
volumes :-In his funeral sermon the Rev. Canon ]WNeile read the following
words, as the commencement of Mr. Stowell's last will and testament :-" My
soul I commit to the sovereign mercy of God in Christ Jesus, relying as a
miserable sinner wholly and solely on the righteousness and atonement of the
Lord Jesus Christ. My family I commend to the tender compassion and
almighty care of God. Whatever they may lack, miLY they never lack His
grace; whatever they may lose, may t.hey never lose their own souls."

510

THE GOSPEL

~trmons

nnh

~tAGAZINE.

~totes

[November 1, 1865.

of ~trlltons.

OUTLINE OF A SERMON
PREACHED BY TIlE REV. J. A. WALLING-ER,

PAVILIO~

crB.rEf"

l3RIGHTON.

" As many as received Him, to them gave He power to become the sons of God,
even to them that believe on His name: which were born, not of blood, nor of
the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, bllt of God."-JOHN i. 12,13.

J aHN the Evangelist testifies to John the Baptist, as being the forerunner of
Christ; as you read, "The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the
light." And again, "As many as received Him "-Jesus the light, to whom
John Baptist testified-" to them gave He power to become the sons of God,
even to them that believe on His name." And this reception of Christ is by
the power of the Holy Ghost; not your doing, but God's giving. John wrote three
epistles, and the Gospel whence the text is taken; and in each and all the Spirit
declares the same truth which we have contained in the words quoted, from
which we may consider four things.
I. A reception of Christ.
n. A believing on Rim.
Ill. Regeneration.
IV. Sonship.
And these things all hang together, so some may find out what a blessed
place they are in as to their standing in Christ; for these four blessings belong
to all the living family, and are found meeting together in the soul of each
individual believer. Now we have here a reception-" As many as received
Him." Not all, you observe. No, but a" many" taken out of the" all." And
not one of the many would have received Him unless He had been given to
them. But you see here from our text all did not receive Him. 'fhis is the
point I wish to draw your attention to, that the many who received Him were
picked out, chosen, beloved of God; and this was not done for all. Christ
came unto the Jews liS a nation; but it is written, " He came unto His own, and
His own received Him not." As an old author has said, " There never was but
one perfect man upon this earth, and Him they killed." That was the treatmeut
the Lord met with from His own. And yOll are no better than the Jews; for,
if left ,to nature, you would never have received Christ. The malice of Satan
and the wickedness of man combined to kill the Prince of Life. The devil
knew Him, and bated Him, and this is the cause of much of the suffering of
the children of God-the devil hates them. He hates them because God loves
them, because they belong to God. Hence the sympathy of Jesus. He knows
well what you suffer on His account, simply because yon belong to Him. 'I'hence
His pity, compassion, love. Thence He sets before you ail that He has stored
up for you, to encourage you in the troublous path in which you are called t.o
walk. But are you indeed a receiver of Christ? a receptacle made by God to
contain Christ? A great thing this, friends. " That Christ may dwell in your
Ileart by faith," Do you kllQW anything of this? Have you any experience that
you are a receiver of Christ? Now if you are received of God, He is satisfied
with you. He is not ashamed to own you as His, and He has put you among
the children; as one called by grace, to see yourself as vile, and Christ as
precious. This He does for '\the many" whom He receives, and this makes them
receivers of Him. In Rom. v. we have this same word many spoken of in the
mass or aggregate, called" the many." Dut say some, Did He not give Himself a
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ranS0m for all? Yes, but tbat all is only "the many;" the all He ransomed.
The word goes on to say, "He is testified of in due time ;" lmd this reduces it
to the many, as Christ is not testified of to a]], but as many is more definite
tban alJ, we see that the many is Ged's all, and that the all is tbe many who
are the redeemed, beloved, chosen family. And this many is made righteous in
Christ, the same many of which you read. Thus, Rom. v. 19, " For a,s by one
man's disobedience many"-or as the original strictly reads, "the many were
made sinners "-" so by the obedience of one shall many"-the same many,
mind-the" many be made righteous." Now this may be fresh to some ears
here, but it is not new to others. You did not make yourselves sinners. This
may startle some, but look at the word.>: "By onc man's disobedience many
were made sinners." You were made a sinner by the Adam fa]]. Personally
you had no hand in that. You gave abundant proofs of your sinnership as soon
as you were born, going aslray and spealdng lies; but that only proved you a
sinner, anel did not make you a sinner. You fell in Adam, you were born in
sin, and all your actions since your birth have evidenced your total depravity.
Not as some have it, partial depravity; no, but ulter, complete depravity. Oh
what solemn proofs have you not given of this great fact, that you were born a
sinner! What awful evidence has your life afforded of tolal depravity. Your
actions have indeed been your doing, but your undoing was in Adam. You
were made a sinner by his fa]], and yom words and ways are the bitter fruits of
that bad tree. "By one man's disobedience many"-tbe many, the elect" were made sinners; but by the cbedience of one shall many (the same word
in the original) be made righteous."
Here we have the same word to describe
the two states; to show the impotency of man in both. Made a sinner as bad as
the devil, made righteous, as righteous as Goll Himself. The disobedience of the
first Adam the cause of one, the obedience of the second Adam the origin of the
other. You did not make yourself a sinner: you cannot make yourself
righteous. You had no hand in either. iou bave plenty to be ashamed of and
condemned for, as to the proofs of your fall, but you had no hand in originating
your depravity. You come into tlie world stamped as a sinner, utterly depraved.
So it is as to yOUI' justification-no hand in that either; "for by one man's
obedience many were made righteous." Righteous to your hand, but no hand in
it; and the receiving, believing, and obeying Christ, the s·",'eet proofs that you
are" made righteous :" not your originating 01' doing, but God's; made righteous,
and the same many receiving Christ that fell in Adam. S') Christ is called the
Hepail'er of the breach. All that was destroyed in Adam restored in Christ, and
the Church brought back to her pristine glory. And what is that? Chosen in
Christ before all worlds; perfect and complete in Him, and so brought to Zion
with joy upon their heads and in their hearts. Now let us come,
n. To Ihe believing. And we see receiving and believing are analogous;
they run in paraJlellines. There never was a receiver of Cbrist tbat was not a
believer. But what is a believer? Let Peter answer. Thus he says, " To
you who believe He is precious" (1 Pet. ii. 2). It is present work-" He is
precious." The Lord makes Himself precious to believers as a God Saviour, and
a Saviour God; as the Author and Finisher of salvation; as the Giver of
precious blood, precious righteousness, precious f~elings, precious experience,
precious remedy for sin and uncleanness, precious in every attribute, every
dRce; bearing the examination of divine justice and tbe scrutiny of God's law.
Nuw this is our Jesus, who is made of God to HiB believing people" wisdom and
rig\lteousness."
A people totally depraved in themsehes; every attempt at
righteousness only filtby rags, and therefore unable to appear be10re God save

512

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

[November 1, 1865.

in the wedding garment of Christ's righteousness. Anything short of that is a
practical denial of God's salvation. The Church of old tells us whence her
garments came: "He hath covered me with therobe of righteousness " (Ioa.lxi.IO).
Oh, say you, is this robe made to cover a filthy back? Yes, and this is your
mercy, otherwise you can never stand before God. If you are not covered with
this robe, you will be found naked at the last, and you must be cast from the
presence of the Lord for ever. Ah, my friends, this endears Jesus; this makes
Him truly precious. The prophet Malachi gives us a sweet description of the
Lord's dear family as making use of this precious Jesus, talking of His wonderful
acts; and it is said the Lord hearkened and heard. Now we are wont to talk
and think of those who are dear to us, precious to us; therefore, if Jesus be
precious, this describes your feelings. Again, the two disciples journeying to
Emmaus, they thought upon His name, and spoke of Him. Jesus was precious
to them, and they loved to commune of Him; and He did by them as He has
done to some of you-drew nigh. The heart of a child of God runs out after
Jesus. He knows none can help, bless, save, deliver, but Him, and the soul
can be satisfied with nothing short of Him. God may heap providences
mountains high, He may load him with temporal good, but it will not satisfy.
A precious Christ is what he desires, and as it is recorded of Luther, when a
fortune was left him, he exclaimed, "Lord, put me not off with such things as
these." So says the believer in feeling now. "Lord, I want Thyself; nothing
can make me bappy but a precious Cbrist. Do not put me off with the good
providences of life-the perishing things of time. Do bestow Thyself upon me."
The believer wants the double promised the Church of old-grace and glory
(Isa. xl. 3). The believer wants the earnest wi' hin that he shall shout victory
at the last. The believer wants to feel Jesus is his, for he knows by divine
teaching that the name of Jesus comprehends everything he wants, everything
desirable; for Jesus is to him the chiefest among ten thousand, and altogether
lovely. Now we come to another point,
Ill. Regeneration. Every believer is the subject of regeneration, for
Jt regeneraregeneration makes him a believer. What say you then to
Spirit's work?
tion, which effects no change, and gives no evidences of
Every regenerate soul is a receiver of Jesus, a lover of Jesus. c. As many as
received Him," &c. But say some, the word runs, " Except a man be born of
water and the Spirit." The word and there, in the original, may be rendered
fven; and we know that in many parts of Scripture the figure of water sets
forth the operation of the Spirit, as in Isa. xliv., 3, John vii. 08, 30. We know
that up and down in the word, as Tit. iii. 5, frequent allusion is made to the
Spirit under the type of water. Thence the analogy of scripture with the use of
the word in the original makes it read thus: "Except a man be born of water,
even the Spirit," giving us the explanation of the figure used. This is to show it
is God's act, not man's; the secret power being reserved in the hands of Omnipotence alone. And now mark the negatives used in our text: " Which were born,
not of blood." It does not run in the blood, and go by relationship; not of human
ties: else you know Cain would have had the blessing as well as Abel, Ishmael.as
Isaail, Esau as J aeob; but that would be to take it out of God's hands. So a holy
parent will not beget a holy child (except spiritual children). Preachers are sent
forth by God for this very end; like as Paul was the spiritual father of Titus,
whom he calls" my son in the faith;" or Philemon, who, he says, "was begotten
in his bonds;" but all in the Spirit, by the word, and according to God's ekrnal
purpose. Alas! alas! it would almost seem the children of godly parents run
to greater lengths, and are worse than others. I believe godly parents are more
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tried in this respect, and have often the sorrow of seeing their offspring turn out
worse than the children of the worldly, as if God would conspicuously mark out
this truth, "Which are born, not of blood." Grace does not run in the blood,
friends, but springs out of the sovereign purpose of God, His eternal decrees.
So godly parents cannot not make children of God of their offspring; no, this is
God's work, reserved in His own hands. Doing as He will, not as we would
have it. Some quote that passage where it says in Acts, "For the promise is
unto you and to your children :"well, finish it; "and to as many as the
Lord our God shall call." God may not be pleased to call any of your
children. But the word goes on to say, " It is not of the will of the flesh." I
do not believe flesh wills it at all. You never willed it when dead in sin. God
is found of them that sought Him not. Nor do fleshly parents will or desire
the new birth for their children. True, they may repeat the words, " Thy kingdom come;" but as soon as ever it is set up in the hearts of one of their children,
and the fruits of godliness appear, then they begin to persecute: for there is no
will towards it, but enmity and hatred. You may have heard parents say, "I
wish my child was religious ;" ah, but if it were, the parent, unless renewed, would
hate both the child and the religion. This new birth does not begin in the will of
man, nor come by the will of man either, any more than by flesh, or run in the
blood. The will cannot produce it. Are you a believer? Then have you not
some father, mother, brother, sister, some one near and dear to you, whose regeneration you ardently desire. Can you do it? You have a wife; it may be, you say,
she is all I could wish; but one thing, I have no spiritual union with her. Uan
you change her? Can you give it her? You desire it, but it is not of the will
of man; you cannot produce it. But, say some, " We can pray for it." Can
you? Do you know what real prayer-communion-access-nearness-is,
upon this point? All language is not prayer; but do you feel God has privileged you with a spirit of true prayer upon this point? Not mere words, not
natural excitement, the result of strong affection. If God has given you a spirit
of earnest pleading on their behalf, it may be the harbinger of mercy; for
God's answer shall follow all the prayer He indites.
But are you sure you have spiritual liberty in this matter, and that is is not
the prayer of the flesh-natural affections carrying you away and misleading you
as to prayer? so when you talk of praying for those you love, see whether it is
the Spirit-whether you have access-or get any earnest that it is of God.
There are many mistakes made about prayers for relatives. Words and natural
affection are often supposed to be spiritual pleadings, when they are only the
work of the flesh. But our text, after stating that souls are not born again by
blood, nor by the will of the flesh, nor by the will of man, tells us plainly how
they are born-of God. It is God's work from first to last, the Author and
Finisher of salvation. He lays the foundation, and brings off the top-stone; He
begins and ends; hence He will perfect that which concerneth the weakest
believer. "As many as receive Him, to them gives He power [or privilege] to
become the sons of God-even to them that believe in His name."
And the Lord add His blessing.
THE people of God are set for signs and for wonders; they are, or ought to
be, " men wondered at-a peculiar people."
If there were more patient and prayerful waiting for the Lord, there would
be more discoveries made of His grace and goodness, and of the reasons for the
way in which He is leading us.
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THE KINGDOM.
" The kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant man, seeking goodly pearls:
who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he
had, and bought it."-MATT. xiii, 45, 46.
THIS kingdom is not the kingdom of glory, or the house above, where Jesus
now visibly reigns among those who through faith and patience are now inheriting the promi~es which supported them while passing through the vale of Bacn.
below; nor is this kingdom that work of grace set up in the heart of a poor
sinner by the Holy Ghost (Luke xvii. 21) in effectual calling, where a good
work is begun, carried on, and perfected (Psalm cxxxviii. 8) until the day Jesus
sends to gather them home to Himself. But this is the Gospel kingdom set up
in the world by His own personal miniRtry, and that of John the Baptist and the
apostles, and consists in the gracious system and arranged order of things He
came into this world to establish. Bis work is beautifully described by John
the Baptist: "Whose fan is in His hand, and He will throughly purge His
floor, and gather His wheat into the garner" (Matt. iii. 12). This fan was
given Him of God the Father; it is the result of God's eternal counsel; is of
heavenly origin. Jesus brought it in His hand from heaven, and His hand is
the hand of power (John iii. 35), which makes it effectual for every purpose to
whom He sends it (Psalm cvii. 20). And this is that new system of things
God had promised tand as all promises are founded in God's predestination), the
result showed as described by the prophet (Isa. xli. 15, 16), called a new sharp
threshing instrument having teeth; that with it He should in all ages thresh
every self-sufficient pharisee, and wake the hills of free-will and human merit
like chaff of his threshing·floor, as in themselves they really are, and by His
Gospel ultimately carry them away, according to that saying of Isaiah xxx. 24,
2::>. Here the oxm are descriptive of Gospel ministers for labour, toil, and
usefulness in the work of the ministry; and the young asses describe such as
hear the word of God and keep it, when their ear is divinely unstopped by the
all-powerful hand of Gael the Holy Ghost. These together ear the ground;
that is, they dig, prune, and till it. So the Gospel Church is God's tillage and
husbandry (1 Cor. iij. 9); and, as God's workmen are not muzzled, but eat clean
provender, a Gospel unmixed with Arminian dregs or legal pride, but that
which is winnowed with the shovel and the fan. This shovel is used as a figure
of the law of God in the hand of the Holy Ghost, by which He digs up the old
hard fallow ground of the heart (called a mattock in Isaiah vii. 25), by which he
digs up the briars, thorns, nettles, and self-sown seeds of nature, in order to sow
the good seed of the kingdom of heaven, this being digged (Isa. E. 1) by the
Jaw, which wOIks wrath in the conscience, and produces conviction and condemnation in the heart, as shown in Jer. iv. 11, 12. 'The law does not fan nor
clean, but brings the sentence of death, and a feeling sense of great pain, when
by it the Holy Ghost kills legal pride and self-esteem, duty·faith, and every
other part of our Adarn inheritance, which is felt in the process as so much
trumpery only to be thrown out of the window; we are then emptied, stripped,
and made bare (Isa. xxxii. 11). Afterwards we are made to cry like those of
old (Hos. vi. 1), "He hath torn, and He will heal us; He hath smitten, and He
will bind us up ;" being thereby taught our real need of a good physician to heal
our wounds, and deliver us out of the hands of those of no value (Job xiii. 4),
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who would send us to Moses for a cure. Well, this fan Jesus brought in His
hand to tbroughly purge His floor; which floor is the old Levitical dispensation;
the ground floor where God first began to establish a Church in the world for
the number of ont-door worshippers, many of whose carcases fell in the wilderness (Psalm cxiv. 1), which continued from Moses to Christ, and was a shadow
of good things to come of the body and blood of Christ, who, having come,
purged away the Aaronic priesthood, took away the old mode of sacrifice and
obligations, rent away the vail of the temple, that all might see to the end of
that which is abolished, and, having removed the sacrifices, He pulled down
the temple; and, what is remarkable, that when the Jews saw the Roman
soldiers breaking into the temple, they sat down to celebrate the feast of the
passover, thinking that would save them and the temple; and it appears by this
very act, being convened together, God made their table (Rom. xi. 9) a snare,
and a trap, and a stumbling-block, to take them, as a recompence for their
wickedness. In tbis Jesus destroyed their eivil government and mode of worship,
to set up His spiritual kingdom among men on earth; and thus He throllghly
p'lfged away and eleansed His floor, and by so doing proved that baptism did
not come in the room of circumcision, nor did the Lord's Supper come in room
of the old passover, which Jesus had so throughly purged away to set up the
kingdom of heaven (the Gospel Church) in this world. Jesus called this part of
His work (Matt. xix. 28) the regeneration, being a new and living order of
things, the result of heavenly wisdom, as the pftttern and model came from
heaven, and is the visible kingdom of Jesus Christ on earth, where Jesus is
owned as King and Head to rule and give laws, and woe be to that man who
dares to alter His laws (1 Sam. ii. 30). Here Jesus appoints officers, here He
receives a crown (Isa. xxviii. 5, 6), here He has His throne (Isa. ix. 7), here
He builds up His Church (Psalm cii. 16), here, as a merchantman, He trades in
Zion (Song iii. 6). This most blessed merchant has in His own possession all
the powders of the merchant, all the graces of the Spirit (Gal. v. 22), and all
the sweet and precious fruits (Eph. i. 3) of the lasting hills of eternal union,
acceptancp, and grace. These powders are life, light, love, holiness, joy, peace,
faith, hope, gentlene8s, or humility of mind, which none can have other than by
the gift of the merchant; and, when the Holy Ghost shows to faith His beauty
and loveliness, and by a spiritual perception we feel His love shed abroad in our
hearts, then these precious powders smell sweet to the spiritual senses of His
dear people. When His love begets love, then we delight in the Lord, saying,
" I shall behold His face in righteousness, and be satisfied when I awake in Hi~
likeness." All pride and self-sufficiency He beholds with a steady contempt,
nor does He trade with such lHeb. iv. 14), but sends such applicants empty
away (Luke i. 53). His powders He gives in calling grace, and they smell of
His intercession (Song i. 12), are always grateful and savoury, because His
smell is of myrrh (Psalm xlv. 8), His atoning sacrifice, which was bitter to Him
but sweet to us, while He sitteth at His table, and we pick up the crumbs
(Matt. xv. 27). Now this Master of the kingdom of heaven, tbis blessed
merchantman, came into this world seeking goodly pearls. Although all His
people were given Him of the Father in covenant love, and were secured to
Him by oath and promise, yet they mingled among the heathen, and learned
their works; were taken captives by the enemy, and fell into bondage, and.
were lost in sin and folly. Jesus, whose work and name is ever honourable aud
glorious, found them in bondage and thraldom; came and paid the debt of sin,
destroyed the power of Satan who held them in bondage, satisfied justice by
His own life, and by His death put away sin, and restored that He took not
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away, and by blood, settling all accounts, made them His own (John xiii. 1);
came to seek them, they being His goodly pearls, being washed in His blood,
and clothed in His righteousness, sanctified by His Spirit, put into His hand, and
bound up with Him in the bundle of life; He came to seek, and, as He always
finds, He found one on the cross at Calvary, one under the fig-tree praying, one
sitting at the receipt of customs for the Romans, another up a tree; some were
mending fishing nets, and one, a policeman on the road to Damascus, with
warrants in his pockets, and a mind bent on his works, and many thousdnds
more who are saved by the Lord their God, by the Father's grace, by the Son's
blood, and by the power of the Holy Ghost, to be stones in His crown, which
crown will be studded with brilliant pearls, and stones of beauty, preciousness,
and costlinesR, and shine there for ever. Jesus having found all these precious
stones (not bricks), united them together into one family, His one Church (Song
vi. 9); all are one flock. Jesus found them in the eternally loving heart of the
Father, where eternal sovereign grace had put them. He found them in the covenant of grace, where all their names were named over to Him by the Father (Epb.
iii. 15), and were written in the book of life. He found them on the cross (Isa.liii.
10, 11), and He found tbem by His Gospel, and is now daily finding them, baving
sent Bis Gospel into this world to take out of it a people for His name (Acts xv.
13); and that Gospel is to give knowledge of salvation by the remission of sins
(Luke i. 77). And often in times of darkness, drought, rising corruptions,
Jesus finds them, and, as He did to the disciples, says, " It is I, be not afraid :"
then they are glad indeed. Now when He hath found them, He hideth them
under the covert of His blood and righteousness from all condemnation, from all
power of sin, from all the curses of the law, and all claims of justice, from final
death and destruction. Satan can never come at them but by a sovereign
licence from Jesus, when he is allowed to accuse and terrify, to make them run
to the bosom of Jesus in faith and prayer. When Jesus had found all His flock
He took charge of, all the millions saved by grace, and to honourably secure
from all future claims of all enemies, He went down to Calvary and Gethsemane,
and there paid full price in blood. He sold all He had, gave body and blood,
soul and spirit, and, having finished the purchase and sealed the articles of conveyance (Col. ii. 14), the bond was settled, and He took it out of the way when
He was nailed to the cross. Law was fulfilled, justice satisfied, sin put away,
Satan's head broken, and the foundations of his neck discovered (Hab. iii. 13),
his house spoiled, and every sheep and lamb the Fatber gave in covenant love
finally redeemed and secured to Jesus as His own; and all the holy, boundless,
and glorious perfections of God, Father, Son, and Spirit, eternally glorified, to
the praise of the glory of His grace. Amen.
Depiford.
T. B.

RELIGION is the experience of the power of God in the soul.
Men sometimes deem it almost the sin of presumption to confide in God.
Men are never out of danger from false religion, whatever may be the intellect
or light ourrounding or within them.
What a dreary place this world is when a man has cast away the only torch
of light capable of directing him to find his way to heaven.
We cannot find a single sensual man who, in his heart and by his actions, is
not saying unto God, " Depart from me, for I desire not the knowledge of Thy
ways."
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NAOMI, AND HER TWO DAUGHTERS-IN-LAW.
was one of the four sore judgments which the Lord God, by His prophet
Ezekiel, had denounced against Jerusalem (xiv. 21), yet had He ever found His
remnant in the midst, which were to be preserved notwithstanding, both sons and
daugllters (vel'. 22). In the first famine recorded in Scripture (Gen. xii. 10),
Abraham and Sarah were to sojourn (not dwell) in Egypt, while it visited the
promised land; and, when for the second time the same visitation came upon the
same country, Isaac and Rebekah were to go down to Gerar, and during the seven
years of the third and greatest famine, Egypt was again to receive and nourish the
family ofIsrael.. Thus may the Lord's people, who are dear to Him as the apple
of His eye, expect both provision and protection, whether for soul or body, even in
an enemy's land, when famine, sword, or pestilence have entered their own. The
fourth-mentioned famine we find in Ruth i. 1; and Moab, whose people were
ever the enemies of Israel, and whose king would have had Balaam curse them,
is now a refuge and shelter for a family of the tribe of Ephraim, four in number,
who go down to sojourn there. As no divine command is recorded for their so
doing, it seems an act dishonouring to the faith of believing Israelites, but which
was overruled by Jehovah in a way most marvellous for the display of His own
wisdom-the fulfilment of His own purposes, and the good of His Church and
people.
Hebrew names are often significant of the characters they define. Naomi, in
tbe original, is pleasant, lovely, and agreeable, though in sorrow she changes her
name to the opposite, Mara, bitter (verse 20), and there was much of a gracious
character in the records of this Israelitish widow; her lot was peculiarly lonely;
not only was her husband, Elimelech (my God is king), to die in the land of her
sojourning, but her two sons, Mahlon (sickly, diseased), and Chilion (languid,
wasting), were to be taken away likewise. It is the opinion of some, that
Elimelech and his family did not sojourn in heathen Moab, but in the field, in
the suburbs of the town, pitching their tents there, as "1\l.l may be rendered
field as well as country. We can scarcely imagine a more desolate position than
was that of Naol1li, a childless widow; but often, when affiiction is at its height,
deliverance is at hand. God bad visited His people in giving them bread, and
Naomi heard it, and arose to depart from idolatrous Moab, followed by her two
daugbters-in-law; though, from verse 6, it is evident she only intended to go into
the land of J udah, but they accompany her on her journey. Naomi's address to
them is very touching; sbe bids each return to her mother's house, implying she
was not their own motber, and tbereby appealing to their hearts; had she said their
fathers' bouse (and from chap. ii. 11 we learn that Rutb's father was then alive),
tbere would be less reason to wonder that her entreaty was without effect; the
father's house is expressive of protection, the mother's of love, and that would
touch the heart of a daughter most, especially a widow; "As one whom her
mother cOlDfortetb," saitb the Lord to His Churcb, " so will I comfort you."
Orpah and Ruth had dealt kindly with tbe dead, as well as the living, and she
prays the Lord may deal as kindly with them, that fresh ties and new homes
may be given them, and tben the sorrowful widow, as she kisses them in parting,
lifts up her voice and weeps, while both exclaim, " Surely we will return with
thee unto thy people," not thy God. Doubtless grace was then drawing the soul
of Ruth both towards Jehovah and His people, but the confession had not then
come from her lips; that Naomi was right in the advice she gives her daughtersin·law to "turn again" unto tbat idolatrous country, is a question, but she did
so, and this second appeal (verses 11, 12,13) to go back to Moab, is more than
FAMINE
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poor worldly Orpah can withstand. She weeps again with her sister, and they
were the tears of an affectionate natural heart; but, when the borders of Moab
are reached, she looks back upon bel' mother's house-her country-her kindred
-so the farewell kiss is given, and she returns to her i,lols of wood and stone,
to Chemosh the abomination of Moab, and her np-me is left as a waming to false
professors, showing how far they may follow the people of God; wbat interest
they may evince in their cause, and how much natural love they may hem: to
them, while their heart remains with their idols, and further than the borders
of the land they cannot go. It is a warning especially suited to the present day,
when there are more Orpahs than Ruths, when the lamp of profession is held in
the hands of EO many of the young, and they say to the people of God, " We will
eat our own bread and wear our own apparel, only let us he called by '£1Iy
name;" but let them" Remember Lot's wife."
Not so Ruth (filled, satisfied) she sees Orpah depart-her countrywoman,
her Eister-in,law; she too might have remembered all she had left, but whatever
struggle had passed in her mind it was over now; gn:ce was with her as it is
with all God's people, more than a conqueror. The Holy Ghost had withdrawn
her from what was behind, and taught her to reach forward to the things that
were before-loosening her hold of earthly objects, and disciplining her for a
better country, that is, an heavenly; so, although once more urged by Naomi to
leave her, sbe cleaves still closer to her, as a "friend loving at all times" (Prov.
xvii. 17). Then one of the most touching and graceful passages of the historical
portion of the Old Testament is given in her final decidon of sharing all the
future sorrows and joys of her widowed mother·in·law : " And Ruth said, Intreat
me not to leave thee, or to return from following after thee: for whither tbou
goest I will go; and where thou lodgest I willloc1ge: thy people shall be my
people, and thy God my God: where thou diest, will I die, and there will I be
buried; the Lord do so to me, and more also, if aught but death part thee and me."
Intreat me not to leave thee, or oe not against me; a very important rendering,
showing that Ruth felt it was for her own soul's good she was acting thus, and
that it would be against he?', was she to tUl'll back to her people and her gods.
She would follow Naomi, houseless and homeless as she was; wherever the aged
one Wfilt, the young one would go; she did not look for a dwelling, she expected
only a lodging; the people of Israel were to become her people, and the God of
Israel her God; nor would she leave her mother·in.law in death, or aftt'r death,
when indeed Naomi would need her no longer, but their dust shoillJ mingle together, for her love was strong as death.
Then Naomi urges her no !r)nger; she sees her stedfastness of Jlurpose, and
leaves off speaking to her: "So they two went until they came to Bethlehem,"
the house of bread, which indeed it proved to mother and daughter. And did
Rut h ever regret her stedfast Jlurpose to cleave to Naomi and to Naomi's God?
to leave her father and her l11other, and the land of her nativity-nay, her all ?
\Ve know she revel' did. " Everyone," said Jesus, " that hath forsaken houses,
or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife or children for my name's
sake, shall receive an hundred fold, and shall inherit everlasting life." The
hUlJ(lred fold awaited Ruth, and eternal life too. Proviclental mercies lay ready
for her in the Canaan of her choiee; handsful of purpose-a home-a protector
-honoUl's-wealth--and she, who was once an inhabitant of Moab, agilinst
whom a curse had been denounced (Num. xxi. 20), aml not one of whose people
were to enter into the congregation of Israel to the tenth generation (Dent. xxiii.
3), becomes a mother in Israel, and honoured by Jehovah in an especial manner,
not only as the ancestress of David, the sweet psalmist of Israel, but of David's
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Lord, for from Ruth, according to the flesh, the l\Iessia.h-ImmQllUd-the corner
stone-Shilob-the Lion of the tribe of Judah descended; and her name stands
forth in the favoured list of Jewish genealogy (Matt. i. 5), by the side of Rahab of
Jericho, the mother of Salmon, the husband of Ruth; both plncked as brands
from the burning; both translated from the kingdom of Satan into the kingdom
of grace, and both now reigning for ever in the kingdom of glory.
H.

DIVINE KNOWLEDGE AND GRACIOUS INTEREST.
" Thou hast known my soul in adversities. "-PSALM xxxi. 7.
SUCH is not the manner of the world: in times of trouble they withdraw; and
it is so from Ihe nature of the case, for what havo they to offer, what to fill up
a bereaved heart, to say nothing of soul trouble? &c. David singles out the
Lord as his only friend in adversity; or, if others come to console him, it is
because they are touched with a divine sympathy, and being separated from a
" world that lieth in wickedness," have drunl, somewhat into the spirit of Christ,
and from Him have learnt to bear ono another's burdens. Dut beyond all
others, David can look up to God and say, "Thou hast known my soul in
adversities." He speaks as if it were some special occasion of acquaintance with
his ever-faithful Friend; and so it really is, for ill time at' afftictioll the soul has a
great deal to do with God, and God condesceuds to have much 10 do with the soul.
Hence ihe believer, when brought out of such a scene, can look back upon it and
say to God, as though He knew comparatively little of Him before, " 'fhou hast
known my soul in adversities." The words are very encouraging in the prospect
of any trouble; they seem to bring the soul before the gaze of that Almighty
eye which knows, in order to deliver and to bless. It is something for the
believer to lay hold of, for he argues thus," Whatever difficulty or trial mtty
await me, I have a Friend to succour and to help; for He who has helped me
in time past, will not now leave or forsake me."
" His love in times past forbids me to think,
He'll leave me at last in trouble to sink;
Each sweet Ebenezer I have in review
Confirms His good pleasure to help me quite through."
When we help any we think it a reason for not being expected to help again.
With God it is just the reverse, and His having once assisted a so1l1 becomes of
itself a plea, and an allowed one too, for expectation of fllrther deliverance.
Hence God reminds the soul of what He has done in times past, "I heard thee
what time the storm fell upon thee." Yes, He knows all about it, as the
previous words declare, "Thou hast considered my trouble." 'What a thought!
God speaks as if He were taken up with our misery. Thus to Peter Jesus said,
" I have prayed for thee." Had He not well considered the cause of His
servant, and is He not continually thus engaged? Is He not pre-eminently
worthy the blessing pronounced on him who considereth the poor? Yes, blessed
Jesus, Thou succourest in sorrow, and wilt never cease to do so whilst sorrow is
our lot; in this hope lllay believers be encoumgcll till "the days of their
Ulourning shall be ended."
A SmtVA~T OF THE CHURCH.

" THERE are some books of gold," said John Newton, " and some of silver;
but the Bible is a book of bank-notes."
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HYMN ON PRAYER.
So, when our hearts are filled with joy,
How 8weet to be allowed to meet
And songs 0 f praise our tongues employ,
With Jesus at lIis mercy-seat;
How sweet to see His lovely face
To breathe our wants and wishes there,
Smiling from off His t.hrone of grace.
And hold converse with Him by prayer.
If, then, on eart.h it is so sweet
When guilt opprest the weary soul,
And none but Christ ,can make us whole, With Jesus at His throne to meet,
How sweet to plead His precious blood, Oh, think what rapture it will be,
In heaven His glorious face to see!
And hold communion with our God.
When sorrow weighs Lhe spirit down,
Then shall our prayers for ever cease,
And God our Fat.her seems to frown,
In that bright world of light and peace,
'Tis sweet to sigh, and cry,and groan
And praise our every power employ
Before Him at His gr!<cious t.hrone.
Through ages of eternal joy.
Lord, hasten that transporting day,
When deep dejection fills the mind,
\\'hen I from eart.h shall soar away,
And nought of comfort we can find,
Leave sin and sorrow all behind,
'Tis sweet to Him our woes to tell,
My mansion in the skies to find.
And hear Him whisper, " All is well !"
But, while I yet remain below,
And when in darkest paths we tread,
May I with Thee much converse know,
By fait.h, and not by sight, are ledAnd often may I find it sweet
Oh, then to cast on Him our care
Is sweet indeed beyond compare.
To meet Thee at t.he mercy·seat.
S. C.
DOUBTING FAITH.
" 0 thou of little faith, wheTefore didst thou doubt ?"-Matt. xiv. 3I.
DOUBTING faith is not doubtful faith. If the believer has not the faith of assurance, be may have the faith of reliance, and that will take him to heaven. All
the doubts and fears that ever harassed a child of God cannot erase bis name
from the Lamb's book of life, nor take him out of the beart of God, nor sbut
him out of glory. " Unbelief," says Rutherford, " may perhaps tear the copies
of the covenant which Christ hath given you, but He still keeps the original in
beaven with Himself. Your doubts and fears are no parts of the covenant;
neither can they change Christ."
" The doubts and fears of the elect," remarks another, "are overruled by
Almighty grace to their present and eternal good, as conducing to keep us humble
at God's footstool, to endear the merits of Jesus, and to make us feel our weakness and dependence, and to render us watchful unto prayer." Did ever an unregenerate, lifeless soul, entertain a doubt or fear of its spiritual condition?
-never. Was it ever known anxiously and prayerfully to question or to reason
about its eternal state ?-never. Do I seek to strengthen your doubts ?-no.
But I wish to strengthen your tried and doubting faith. I would tell you for
your encouragement, that the minutest particle of grace hath eternal glory in it,
even as the smallest seed virtually contains all that proceeds from it-tbe blade,
the ear, and the full corn in the ear. Faint not, nor be discouraged in your trial
of faith.' There is not a sweeter way to heaven than along the path of freegrace, paved with hard trials; it was the way which He trod who was" full of
grace." Rich though He was in grace, yet see how deeply Re was tried.
Think not then that your sore trials are signs of a graceless state. Oh no!
The most gracious saints have been the most tried saints. But rest not here.
There is still richer, surer comfort for you-even the fulness of grace that is in
Jesus-grace ever flowing, and yet never full. Disclose to Him your doubts
and fears. Tell Rim you desire Rim above all good. Plunge into the sea of
His fulneEs, and He who has created in your soul a thirst for grace, will asmredly
and bountifully give you the grace for which you thirst."-Dl'. Winslow.
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TRINITY

OF

REDEMPTION.

" God is love."-l JOHN iv. Hi.
PERHAPS no religious doctrine has been the subject of so much cavil amongst
sceptics as the doctrine of the Trinity, especially when considered in relation to
the phm of salvation as revealed in the Word of God.
How, say they, can there be that oneness of purpose and unity of love, which
is said to exist in the united Godhead; if the Father is an avenger of blood, and
the Son the being who (in order to appease the Father's wrath) is obliged to
present His soul as a sheath for the Avenger's sword? How can there be oneness of love, unity of purpose, under such circumstances as these? And
awakened, trembling souls, too (groping in spiritual twilight), have asked the
same question, though with more modesty and greater earnestness. The writer
can well ~emember the time when, under strong conviCtion of sin, he turned
affrighted from the Father, and poured out the anguish of his soul at the feet
of the Son, the Mediator, the God-man Christ Jesus. He can see now-or he
thinks he can see now-through the Spirit helping him, that he then dishonoured
God; for if" all men should honour the Son, even as they honour the Father,"
snrely all should honour the Father, even as they honour the Son. The fact is,
he (the writer) did not then feel the covenant mercies of our God. He did not
feel, he did not know, that the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, even before the
foundation of the world, had entered into a covenant-a united covenant"ordered in ALL things and sure," to redeem a portion of Adam's ruined posterity. But since he has had this fact impressed upon his mind, he has (he
hopes) been able, with the understanding of the Spirit, to exclaim, " God is love."
Yes, God is love, God the Father is love, God the Son is love, and God the
Holy Ghost is love; and the Three combined present One unbroken feature of
love to the gaze of the pardoned sinner; yes, one unbroken feature of love, one
continuous look of love, one undivided feeling of love; and to talk of the Son's
dying to appease the Father's wrath is to us little less than blasphemy. God the
Father never wished to avenge Himself upon His dear chosen people-never was
angry with them, never will be angry with them. Truly, the Son died to satisfy
the Father's JUSTICE; but, oh, the love of the Father was from the beginning to
the end as conspicuous in the plan of redemption as the love of the Son. If it
cost the Son much to leave the shining courts, it cost the Father as much to part
with Him; if the agony and blood of Gethsemane was fearful to Him who
suffered it, methinks the anguish of Him who inflicted must have equalled the
anguish of Him who endured it.
If the hidings of the Father's countenance caused the Son to cry with an
exceeding loud and woeful cry, that cry must have pierced the Father's soul
with an agony which men cannot imagine, and which angels will never understand. And thus" God is love "-the Father is love-for He spared not the
Son of His bosom, His only-begotten Son, but freely gave Him up for us all:
" God so loved the world that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth on Him should not perish, but have everlasting life." The Son is
love: for " greater love hath no man than this, that He lay down His life for His
friends." His friends! Yes; we were, in truth, as much His friends before
He laid down His life as we are, or ever shall be, after. The Spirit is love,
for He is the loving Comforter, who would not leave the Father's side until the
Son had returned to the Father's bosom; for Jesus (blessed Jesus!) told His
disciples, " It is expedient for you that I go away; for if I go not away, the
Comforter will not come unto you." It is as if He had said, " He (the Father)
MM
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cannot part with both at once; the Comforter will not leave my Father's side
till I return. And thus GOD IS LOVE, the Father is love, the Son is love, and
the Spirit is love, and ALL IS LOVE!
Sinner, do you know anything of this love? If you do, will you not join
with me in exclaiming" Oh, for such love, let rocks and hills
Their lasting silence break,
And all redeemed human tongues
The Saviour's praises speak P"
THE CllIEF OF SINNERS.
A DESERT PLACE;
THE TEST OF DISCIPLESHIP.'*'
"And he said unto them, Come ye yourselves apart into a desert place, and
rest awhile: for there were many coming and going, and they had no leisure
so much as to eat."-MARK vi. 31.
ALL the incidents in the life of Christ are pregnant with instruction. His
whole life is, indeed, a beautiful panorama of moral beauty and spiritual
loveliness. He speaks, and we are enlightened; He moves, and we are
instructed. No life like His; and happy the man who is so familiar with it,
that each scene of which lIe is the centre object has been photographed upon
his mind by the Spirit of God-whose memory has become a chamber, the
walls of which are overspread with pictures from the life of Jesus, hung up by
the fingers of omnipotent Love, for the pmification of the affections, and the
illustration of important principles. WeH would it be for us to imitate the
enthusiastic connoisseur, who spares neither labour nor money to procure all the
paintings of his favourite master, and seek to have our minds so impressed with
every incident in the history of Christ, that wherever we sojourn, there might
be within us a spiritual gallery of illustration, to which we could constantly
repair for meditation. Observe, believer, the man of taste, the lover of art,
how carefully he selects those articles of vert1t to which his predilections attach
value; the antiquary, too, see how he burrows among rubbish, both by night
and day, hoping to discover some relic which may illustrate his lore, and assist
his inquiries after truth. Let us imitate tbem; and let our spiritual taste and
education appear in a constant study of the inspired biography of Him who is
" the altogether lovely." From it may we get materials to adorn our conduct,
and facts for tbe confirmation of our taith. May we ever remember, that Christ
is the diamond stone of truth upon which the law is engraven; and seek to
have it St t permanently in our affections, that we may walk correctly in the
light which it emits, and our lives b,come attractive exponents of its beauty
and power.
We need not dwell upon the literal ~earing of the fact above recorded, but
shall proceed to make use of it to our spiritual advantage.
The religion of Christ is altogether a practical religion-a religion of life and
influence. The very first step we take under its direction involves an act of
Divine power, and is expressive of spiritual perception, feeling, and decision on
the part of ourselves. Had our Saviour taught men that they could follow Him
in silver slippers and gay attire. retaining the friendship of the world, and
leaning upon its help as well as his own, He would have had many disciples;
but because He pointed them to a desert, lying between this world and that
OR,
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which is to come, held out to them but little to encourage them which perverted
reason could approve, and called upon them to count the cost before they commenced the journey, numbers are driven back, and there are but few, of whom
He coulJ say, " Ye are they which have continued with me in my temptation."
And as it was in the days of Christ, so is it now: many would like to reach the
promised land above, and to eat of its delectable fruits, but the wilderness which
must be passed turns them aside; nor is the promise that Jesus will accompany
them, and give them the victory, sufficient to induce them to go forward. The
words of Christ never fail, but they cannot simply venture upon them; and their
faith is shown to be worthless, by its being conquered by sense. Thus all who
hear the Gospel of Christ are by Him tried, and their true state declared. His
language is too simple to be misunderstood; He deceives not by fair speeches,
nor hides the rough features of the path of life in a blaze of rhetorical splendour.
To all who essay to follow Him, He says, "If any man will come after me, let
him deny himself, and take np his cross daily and follow me." True it is, He
also points to a throne and a crown; but the dreaded cross hides their lustre,
and the fear of a desert place in their circumstances drives many back again to
the world, who, for a time, seemed to promise well for the kingdom of God.
And this, indeed, will ever be the course pursued by those whose first movements towards heaven proceed from mere excitement or impulse, and not from
that faith which works by love, and leads those in whom it is implanted to cleave
to Christ as their portion, and to follow Him through evil report and good
report, whithersoever He may lead.
Eut does this meet the eye of one who has thus turned his back on Jesus,
and refused to follow Him, because it was feared the path might lead to a desert
place? What! and is this desert place, which, perhaps, after all, may be but
the creation of thy fears, more dreadful than the frown of God? Is it more
bleak than the confines of despair? more terrible than His wrath who has said,
"Eut if any man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him ?" Is it,
indeed, more barren tban the burning lava of bell, less prolific in comfort than
the stings of a guilty conscience, the death-bed of an apostate, or the regions of
darkness destined to be the final dwelling-place of all who are ashamed of
Christ, and who, while they would have the crown He gives, despise His cross?
Oh, think again before you forsake Him of whose people it is written, "That
the wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them, and the desert shall
rejoice and blossom as the rose." What! shun a desert place with Him of
whom it is written, that His smile turns "the shadow of death into the morning P" What! refuse to follow Him who forsook the paradise above, to traverse
the cold desert of this world, to seek and to save His wandering sheep; who
watered His path with His tears, and, that we might not perish, marked out the
path of safety with His own blood P Oh, blush for shame, ye timid disciples,
who, like Peter, often follow the Lord "afar off;" and ye who have tnrned
your backs upon Him, oh, return! Hear tbe kind accents of His voice once
more, oh, ye wanderers! "lleturn, thou backsliding Israel," said the Lord,
" and I will not cause mine anger to fall on ;you ; for I am merciful, saith the
Lord, and I will not keep anger for ever."
Jesus, then, invites His disciples occasionally to accompany Him into a desert.
And how much better to be in a desert place with Him than in a palace without
Him; to have a poor table with Him for a guest, than a rich one i1 He is
absent.
Eut if Jesus invites His disciples to follow Him into a desert place He ever
leads the way; and why does He conduc~ His disciples into such a locality?
M.M2
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" There were many coming and going, and they had not leisure so much as to
eat." Ah, this is it; there are so many coming and going around us-too
frequently such a crowd of worldly persons and things-that the still small voice
of Jesus cannot be heard for the noise; and hence it is, that the disciple often
finds "a desert place" in a chamber of sickness and sorrow. Why, it was
needful: we could not find time, so Jesus would make time for us; for there
must be a cessation from worldly toil, sufficient at least to eat and digest our
spiritual provisions-to think, to meditate, to pray. There must be times of
separation from the world; periods of holy solitude, when the truth of the
gracious declaration is realised: "If a man love me, he will keep my words,
and my Father will love him, and We will come to him, and make our abode
with him."
Thus the solitude of the desert is required hy the true disciple that he may
eat and drink with Christ; that he may enjoy sweet and holy intercourse with
Him j that he may receive especial tokens of His love; and that his faith may
be increased in His all-sufficiency, faithfulness, and care. For while false faith,
like an exotic, dies amid the pinching blasts of adversity, true faith is often
nourished by the storms which beat upon it, and never appears more green and
strong than when it shoots forth amid tbe winter of tribulation. In the desolation, too, of a desert place, how sweet are the words of Jesus, words which, in
times of prosperity and ease, have been overlooked, are now pondered over,
again and again, until their important lessons become engraven on the memory.
The promises which before seemed to be closed against the soul's embrace, now
open their breasts of consolation, for, the mind being sufficiently humbled, consolation can now be safely imparted. Oh, how, in the midst of the tbick darkness of a desert place, do the precious promises of Jesus sparkle like jewels
before the eye of faith; and the Word of God, which seemed so barren before,
now appears like an orchard full of delectable fruits. But not only are the words
of Cbrist seen, redolent with meaning, nourishment, and beauty, but Christ
Himself. When surrounded by the gay flowers of pro~perity, luxury, and pride,
the rose of Sharon attracts but a passing glance. It is in the solitude and
silence of a desert place, that it commands the cloEest attention; and when its
hidden beauties are discovered, how welcome is its sweet fragrance to revive and
invigorate the soul. It is said of a certain great orator, that he dug a hole in
the earth in which to study, that his attention might not be distracted from the
object of his pursuit by external objects. And though the Lord does not com·
municate grace to His disciples to make them anchorites, yet does He often
isolate His people that He may impart such instruction as they will not easily
forget. A desert place, of itself, however, is of no service to the believer. The
presence of Jesus must light up the Ecene, and His words must fall like dew
upon the heart, throullh the gracious influence of tbe Holy Comforter, in order
to the soul's being profited. In every desert spot, therefore, in our experience,
may we ever seek for the presence of Christ-a favour never denied to those
who seek earnestly and in faith. This realised, good will be accomplished in us
and by us; for no place is so barren but that we may be blessed and made a
blessing. Pride will be more completely subdued; self increasingly crucified;
fellowship with a suffering Saviour realised; His tender and loving spirit will be
imparted; while from these lowlands of famine and spiritual destitution, our
steps will be quickened towards our Father's house, where there is ever bread
enough and to spare-where our sun shall no more go down, and the days of
our sorrow will cease.
'. Let not, then, the believer be surprised should his Lord conduct him into a
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desert place to test his integrity and prove his love; for thus it was that the
Lord Led His disciples of old; and of Abraham it is written, that" after he was
tried he received the promise." And let not the disciple who may be occupying
a desert place now, forget that the Lord can make even it a fruitfuL spot: fraught
with the most hallowed enjoyment of Himself, and pregnant with those divine
instructions which sanctify the soul and fit it for a paradise above. And let
those from whose path, in temporal things at least, a desert place seems at
present to be far away, remember, that if the heart becomes cold, and the Lord
forgotten; that if their engagements become so multiplied that they have but
little time and less disposition to find a secret place for communion with Him
whom they profess to love and serve, that the Lord, who is jealous of His glory,
and concerned for their welfare, will be sure, sooner or later, to make a desert
place for them, where they shall have to mourn their folly, and find time for
those acts of devotion which are essential to their spiritual health and comfort:
for still it is a truth, " That whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth
every son whom He receiveth." And ye secret disciples, whom wealth and
respectability, it may be, have held back from a public profession of the Lord,
and a visible identification of yourselves with His humble peopLe, beware, lest
He who led His disciples into a desert place of old, should send a rough blast
from the wilderness of tribulation to remove your golden impediments, to sweep
away your conventional difficulties, and to make you as unmistakeable in the
public exhibition of your love to Him, as is His determination to be glorified in
the conduct of all whom He saves.

"NOTHING DOUBTING."
ACTS XI. 12.
NOTHING doubting, plead
The pLedges of His love;
Though heaven and earth recede,
His word cannot remove.
Then, for ~is sake, ~ll else ~ut dross ~ccountinlr'
Come to Rlm, weepmg, hopmg-nothmg doubtmg.
Nothing doubting stand,
Ye soldiers of the Lord,
Ye shall possess the land,
But not by might or sword.
Jericho's walls fell down at Israel's shouting,
So should ye fight faith's battle-nothing doubting.
Nothing doubting, prayA.sk, and it shall be given;
Prayer is the only key
That opes the gate of heaven.
Past mercies, like the stars, defy thy counting;
Pray without ceasing, then-pray, nothing doubLing.
Nothing doubting live,
Cast on the Lord thy care;
Should He a burden give,
He'll give the strength ~o bear
And break the tempter's snare. If, upwards mounting,
Ye rise o'er earthly care, rise-nothing doubting.
Nothing doubting, die,
'l'hou~h life's last clouds are dark;
Should Jordan's waves run high,
Higher floats mercy's ark;
And, thus upborne, all rocks and shoals surmounting,
Safe will it land thee where there is-no doubting.
E. L. E.
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~orresvonbente.
To the Editor if the Gospel lrfa.q{tzille.

My DEAR BROTHER,-I have not contributed of late to the pages of your
Magazine, for the fact is that my epistolary correspondence has increased to
such an extent that by the time I have written my letters, I am rarely in a
humour to continue writing, even if there be time to spare. A large family
(the greater part of whom are settled and away from the paternal roof) have
their claim; and rather a large circle of friends and acquaintance kindly writing
must needs be replied to. If you will be satisfied with something in the shape
of a gossiping letter, I shall be glad to give you one occasionally.
I quite fall in with the remarks made in your last number respecting the
increase of religious periodicals by sound writers. I think this by no means a
certain good. I wish it were known that your pages are open for the insertion
of articles in harmony with the full and free salvation taught in the Holy Scriptures. I am sure it would be wiser in would-be editors to contribute their
pieces to your miscellany, and get their friends to subscribe (and in any case
where the charge of the Magazine could not well be bome, two or three might
join to take it in); for I know by experience that the readers of sound divinity
are very few, and consequently it will be a difficult thing to gain any remuneration
by publishing it. We all have our friends and admirers, who will purchase
what we have written; now if you kindly insert what we write, our friends
will know where it is to be had without our incurring any risk.
I think some original pieces which I have seen in some of the magazines
would be highly approved of by your readers, while the selection of pieces from
old authors comparatively well known might readily be dispensed with.
Thanks for the remarks on the wrapper. I believe the spirit of the age in
which we live is one of lukewarmnesss. Most distasteful it is to our blessed
Master, most injurious to ourselves, and paralyzing as regards our glorifying
Him: in our bodies and in our spirits. Yet we may feel it, as it were, insensibly
creeping over our spirituality, and often requiring sharp words, and apparently
harsh dealings on the part of our gracious Lord to arouse us from it.
We have need to "provoke one another to love and good works," and be
careful not to forsake the assembling ourselves together.
May the Lord enable us whom He hath called to the ministry of His word,
to exalt the Saviour, to have our eye on Him, our hearts engaged with I-Iis
love, and our mouths speaking good of His name; so shall we find that we
" grow in grace."
Through His goodness I have been enabled to bear an undeviating testimony
to His love and faithfulness for nearly thirty-four years; and the longer I live
the more deeply do I feel my indebtedness to Him for all I have and all I am,
and that I have been kept so far in spite of my own carnal nature, the world,
and Satan: and I hope to go on while life lasts testifying no other thing but
" by grace are ye saved."
Trusting that you and your readers will bear with me, I subscribe myself
yours and theirs in our blessed Lord,
ALFRED HEWLETT,

D.D.,

Incumbent of Astley.
PHARASAI8M

is the next door to apostasy, and the high road to it.
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Gloucester.

My DEAn. MR. DOUDNEY,-I send you the enclosed letters, for publication in
the Gospel Magazine. I think they will prove refreshing to many of your
readers who love the name and memory of the beloved Dr. Hawker, a name
that will be ever illustrious in Zion's annals. They will be a renewed testimony
to the faithfulness of our covenant God in the fuHllment of His own gracious
promise recorded in the 44th chap. of Isaiah, 3, 4, 5, "I will pour my spirit
upon thy seed, and my blessing upon thine offspring," &c. Last summer, in the
good providence of God, I was made acquainted with the granddaughter of Dr.
Hawker, who, I found was a privileged witness of his blessed and triumphant
death-though but a child at the time. She is cousin of the late beloved Rev.
Wm. Hawker, whose remains rest with those of his father in Trusham church·
yard. I visited her at her residence, near Stroud. This place she was induced
to let, and remove to Weston-super-Mare, where I again visited her for a few
hours a week or two since. She was married first to Capt. S--; her second
husband was a Mr. P--, a gracious and good man, who died about eighteen
months ago.
I possess several other precious letters from Mrs. P--, which I will some
day send for your perusal. Use the pruning-knife where necessary. As to
myself, I have to sing of trials and mercies intermingled-here a sigh and there
a song. But" Streams of mercy never ceasing,
Call for songs of loudest praise."
The enclosed is a proof of the Lord's grace and goodness to my youngest boy,
seventeen years old. 0 my gracious God! let him LIVE before Thee! He is
Thy gift to me. I lay him in return upon that altar, which sanctifieth both the
giver and the gift. Remember Thy promise, just quoted by Thy poor servant,
and do as Thou hast said! "Is anything too hard for the Lord?"
I remain, dear Sir,
YOURS IN HIM:.
R. H.
P.S. You have a parent's heart, and will know my feelings here.
Weston-super-Mare, August 7th, 1865.
DEAR BROTHER IN CURIST,-Having occasion to write to my dear son at
Penzance, shortly after you paid us your kind and welcome visit, I mentioned to
him the subject of inserting in the Gospel Magazine his two letters to me that
you read, as I promised you. And this is his reply :-" I am more than willing,
if anything that I have written is likely to do good, or be a testimony as to the
grace of God to a poor sinner." He also adds-" I have been exercised as to
how I can best do something for His glory, who has done such wondrous things
for me. I want to glorify Him in my body, as well as my spirit, which are His."
I therefore enclose these letters with very great pleasure, in the hope that
others also may be strengthened and refreshed through the same blessed grace
and love of our God and Father in Christ, which is testified of by the ever·
adorable Spirit of Truth iu the heart of a babe.
Be pleased, dear Sir, to take care of my son's letters, as I particularly wish
to keep them, and shall therefore be greatly obliged if you will let me have them
again when they are done with. Although I have not the pleasure of personally
knowing the esteemed editor of the Gospel Magazine, yet the love of Christ
constrains me to desire to be named to him iu that love which is of and in the
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OF LETTEItS FROM MR. ROllERT HAWKER

[November I, 18G6.
P - - , TO HIS MOTHER.
"In tbe montb Abih.

" My DEAR MOTHER,-My heart is so full of the love of God, who of His
infinite mercy has translated me out of the world into the kingdom of His dear
Son, that I cannot refrain from asking you to rejoice with me. All hOllour,
majesty, praise, and dominion be unto Him to whom we owe so much! How
wonderful are His ways! Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge
of God! To them that sat in darkn~ss and in the shadow of death hath a great
light appeared-even the day-star from on high. His ways are past finding out!
Blessed be He who hath bought us with His blood, and made us heirs of God
and joint heirs with Christ-meet for the inheritance of the Saints in light!
" Have you ever seen the wonderful clearness of Paul's words about the coming
of the Lord in the last chapter but one of 1 Thess.? Smely we should 'comfort
one another with these words.' The time cannot be far off when the Church
shall be caught up to meet the Lord in the air, and so be for ever with the Lord.
• Blessed is he that hath part in the first resurrection!' Even so, come Lord
Jesus! Come quickly! Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and
knowledge of God I
" I cannot now tell you how the Lord has led me into the light of His truth
-it is enough to lmow that He has done it. All honour be to His dear name!
" Yours in Christ,
" ROBT. HAWKER P--."
" My DEAR MOTHEB,-I rejoice to hear from you to-day. Never was a
letter of yours more welcome than this one, for close as the natural tie may
have been there is a closer and more enduring bond between us now-oneness
in Christ, who, as you say, is indeed our Living Head in all things. It seems
like a dream indeed to me to be able to come close to Him, and feel His presence,
who was so short a time ago unthought of and undesired! But as I now look
back I ran see His gracious hand in directing my path-how He has given me
my desires, that I might see tbat there is no satisfaction and rest but in Him,
and so, having eaten hmks with tbe swine, I was glad to turn to my Father's
house, where there's enough and to spare-and this, not of tbe will of the flesh,
but of God! How vain indeed seem all worldly concerns compared ",ith an
interest in Christ and His precious Salvation! My heart seems running over
with gratitude when I think of His tender mercy to me, and to all who have
obtained 'like precious faith.' I d€sire above all things to be led by His hand,
having no confidence in the flesh, which, thanks be unto Him, He has crucifled
with Himself, that we may walk in nnvness of life. If it be the Lord's will, I
shall come up soon, and shall then see you face to face, that our joy may be full !
It is not for us, who have better things in store, to be saving every penny, and
laying up riches on earth. I am indeed willing to spend and be spent for Him
who has done such great things for me. To Him be glory, power, and dominion,
for ever and ever. Amen.
Friday Morning.

" Thanks for the lines on Schifl'er's picture. I had already read them in the
Sunday Magazine, which I have hall from the beginning, but they have more
meaning in them to me now. But I read the book only, for tbe most part, for
man has darkened God's counsel by his comments, and the Spirit is able to lead
us into all truth, from those things that are wril1en as He may see fit. How
very blessed it is in this world of vicissitude to have an everlasting arm to rest
on, so as to be able to say at all times-' It is well I'
" Please to thank dear Biddy for her note, and I will write to her soon. God
willing. From your Son in the flesh, but Brother in Christ Jesus,
"ROBT. HAwlom P--."
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THE MYSTERIES OF THE VATICAN; OR, CRIMES OF THE
PAPACY.
.
THE Jesuits do not encourage men to read modern history, always excepting
those garbled and corrupted texts which they force on the schools whenever they
have the power. If the full history of Europe from the time of Constantine
were made, as it ought to be, a great item in the curriculum of modern education,
the Church of Rome could not stand her ground: she must disappear and perish
of slow combustion. If the history of England and Ireland were weIl read and
lectured upon, it is impossible that Romanism could make her way here, and
seduce so many of our educated (?) classes to her deadly doctrines. There is no
lack of such literature, but it is neglected; there is enough to render all men
proof against the lies and cruelties of the Papacy-the massive tomes of Burnet,
Froude, Macaulay, Sir John Temple, Musgrave, Limborch, or the pocket
volumes of Mr. Col1ette and Dr. Wylie. Of this latter kind of literature,
claiming highest merit, is the small work of Griesinger on " The Crimes of the
Papacy," the condensed result of mueh laborious readiug, extending over many
volumes of history.
In proportion as men believe in the spiritual power of the Pope, and in his
singular influence with God Almighty, so were they ready to bestow heaps of
this world's goods on the Holy Father who pretended he had power to relieve
sinners from the sorrows of hell. They instituted the year of Jubilee with
" plenary indulgence," when, from Germany alone, without reckoning the rest of
Western Enrope, at least one third of the whole currency found its way to Rome
under the spell of these few words. Enormous wealth, on these occasions,
flowed into the Pope's purse. One million of persons would enter Rome on this
year of pardon, and either perish of fevers or beeome utterly ruined in pocket
and morals.
" Men and women (says the devout Catholic Vinzentius, 1451) are utterly ruined
on the pilgrimage to Rome; those who went forth honest returned with honesty
quite laeking, and all family interests suffer great injury. Many there are who
abandon their households, which are full oft brought to beggary. The while they
pretend to serve God, they waste their time in idleness and folly, to the damage of
themselves and others. So monstrous hath this infatuation grown, that women
secretly quit their husbands and children, or flee from their parents, forgetting all
the duties imposed by God and nature, to pursue a shadow which shaIl ruin them
body and souL"
Especial1y, it must not be forgotten that an extraordinary year of Jubilee was
held in 1572, to celebrate the Bartholomew massacre I Those who would pay
the same sum that the pilgrimage would cost them, might save themselves the
trouble and risks of the journey, and yet gain all the blessings thereof, which
are, "that the angels should immediately bear the souls of those who died on
the way to Rome to heaven without any delay in Purgatory;" and, further, the
indulgence "had so supreme a power, that even if a man violated his own
mother, yea, even the mother of God, it would save him." Such are the
blasphemies that Englishmen pay priests to teach their own sons and daughters,
as well as their paupers and thieves.
How gainsome all this was! We learn that Pope John XII. (1334), the son
of a cobbler, left personal property, £18,000,000, and £17,000,000, in jewels,
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&c. For a consideration, of course, Pope Martin (1431) allowed a wealthy
petitioner to marry bis own sister.
This year of Jubilee was tried again by a Bull in 1825, and also in 1850,
but with little success. The pilgrims in 1825 being mere beggars and vagabonds. With Peter's Pence there has been more success in modern times.
1860 yielded 7,700,000 francs; and in 1861, from the New World, 4,500,000
dollars more. This treasure is now expended in the support of those who
harass the Government of Italy and shock all Europe with their cruelties, as
witness the brothers Galas, cannibals, who are protected from condign punishment by the Government of France and by the uproar made in our House of
Commons by the Pope's agents whenever the Italian Government recur to
measures of necessary severity.
The secret of this power-that which can relieve men from spiritual punishments, and which can place a kingdom under an interdict-consists in the faith
that can be inspired in men's minds. So long as men believe in the spiritual
power of Popes and priests, they will readily enough part with treasure to buy
the good and avert the bad. Men, and especially women, will learn, when
judiciously trained, to believe all this; and they will as readily believe it now as
at any distant period. Submit the tender minds of youth, to the manipulations
of the Jesuits, and the result is sure. But if this useful book make its way to
the homes of Englishmen, the next election will declare to priests, not only" So
far shall you come, and no further," but "Back you shall go." 'vVe will no
longer allow, under the plausible, false, and fatal plea of liberty of conscience,
that men shall be permitted to destroy our national honour and our domestic
virtues, and make us believe in the infallibility of Popes, who, in the list of their
concubines, placed sometimes their own mothers. "Boniface VIIL, notorious
for his prodigality and licentiousness, declared the Seventh Commandment was
not canonically binding, or God would not have created two sexes!" Petrarch
tells us how the Popes lived at Avignon, and of the cruelties there done when
lust was resented. We read ; "The subterranean torture chambers of the Inquisition within the castle, and a
thousand ot.her blood-stained mysteries of the Papal residence there, might well have
awakened a thirst of vengeance in the gentlest natures. Thc tradition attached to
the" Sallc-brul6e " will sufficiently justify our assertion. In 1509, the nephew, or
rather the illegitimate son of the resident Legate, was put to death by the husband
of a noble lady violated by him. The deed was accomplished at night and without
witnesses; the murderers were unknown; nor had the Legate any means of penet.rating
the mystery, though he might well suspect who was the real offender. In this dilemma
he invited every noble in Avignon, who had a well-favoured wife, to a hanquct at the
castle, and when they were all seated at the table, caused the door to be fasL secured,
and with his own hands set fire to a great barrel of pitch, which was then flung in
among his guests from a trap door in the ceiling. 'fhe flames soon spread to everything of a com bustible nature within the room, and t.he guests all perished; he who
had revenged his wife's dishonour with the rest. Such was the Legate's retribution
for his son's death, and the hall, which was subsequently restored, has ever since
retained the name of the" Salle-bru16e.''' .
Nor is this changed. What Popery was in 1500 it continues to this day, as
witness the sad objects presented when, a few years ago, the Inquisition at
Rome was exposed to light; and witness the cruelties done at Perugia (1850)
by order of him who ought to "prefer mercy to sacrifice";"No quarter was given: the mother was massacred with her unborn child; and when
all resistance on the part of the insurrection had ceased, and those among the rebels
capable of bearing arms had left the cit.y, the slaughter of the helpless multitude left
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behind, commcnced, and the atrocities perpetrated excecded, perhaps, the worst of
whiclt even Austrian pundours and raizen were ever guilty. Women and yonng girls
were foully violated, then impaled alive, or thrown from house windows, to be caught
on thc bayoncts held below; or they were transfixed with lances and so dragged
through the streets :-mot.hers with their babes, thrust into oil casks, which were
tben set on fire. In Magdeburg itself no greater atrocities had ever been committ.ed;
yet Pope Pius thought not of la.ying ban or interdict on the brutal leader of his
troops; but, on the contrary, appointed him for his' heroic condflCt' in this affair to
the rank of general of brigade."
This valuable work has been very inadequately brought before the public.
There is not quite yet a censorship, but the Jesuits have power enough to
prevent reviews of books which are hostile to their plots, or sometimes only to
notice them with insolent contempt. Of this work one weekly journal of great
circulation, which is notoriously in their hands, says :-" It is not wanted;
people know all about its contents;" that is, in plainer English, " We don't
want people to read and know."-St. James's Chronicle.
This" Crimes of the Popes," or indeed anyone of the books above referred
to, is quite sufficient to alarm the public, and at this time of a general election,
ought to rouse the whole electors of the land to require from those whom they
elect, a promise that no further power nor grants of Protestant money shall be
given to a party which is the conscientious and determined enemy of England,
her laws and her liberties, and her Sovereign, independent as yet of any foreign
power.
THE Church of Rome may be considered as the most formidable combination
that ever was formed against the authority and security of civil government, as
well as against the liberty, reason, and happiness of mankind.-ADAM SMITH.

'f
I

CATTLE PLAGUE AND CHOLERA IN VARIOUS COUNTRIES.
THE following resolution on the subject was adopted by the Conference of the
British Organization of the Evangelical Alliance assembling in Hull, September,

1865:"That this Conference, having had their attention drawn to the calamities
under which both our own country and other nations are suffering-some of the
latter from the ravages of the cholera and some from the devastations of locmts,
and ourselves from the terrible disease which has fallen upon our cattle, and
seems now to be extending to our sheep, bafJiing human skill, and threatening a
scarcity of human food-cannot but acknowledge in these afJiictions the finger of
God; all the more manifestly displayed as if in stern and startling rebuke of
that materialistic pantheism which has, in these present times, spread itself in so
many forms, and finds its advocates in so many classes, and which teaches men
to deny the government and the very existence of a personal Almighty Ruler of
the world. In this view of these calamitous visitations, the Conference deem it
proper to call upon their fellow Christians to humble themselves under the
mighty hand of God, and to offer up special and fervent prayer that in the midst
of deserved judgment He would still remember mercy. The Conference does
not presume to recommend the setting apart of any particular day for this purpose,
as being, perhaps, beyond their province; but they would, nevertheless, regard
such a circumstauce-should it spring from the universal and deep feeling of the
public mind-as every way becoming, llnd calculated to reassure our hope of the
Divine clemency; but they would venture to enjoin upon all the members of the
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Alliance that they should use the occasion for promoting in their own hearts and
among their fellow-countrymen profound and unmurmuring submission to these
Fatherly chastisements, and the spirit of a sincere and Godly repentance, as well
for individual as for national sins. And, finally, the Conference would desire
tbat with these exercises of humiliation and penitence should be enjoined a thankful remembrance of the many and undeserved mercies which, as a people, we still
possess; and especially that tbe harvest-contrary to the fears at one time entertained-has been in due season gathered in, so that, whatever apprehension may
be felt with regard to other supplies, the staff of bread, through God's great
goodness, remains unbroken.
JAMES DAVIS, Secretary.
H. SCHMEITAU, Foreign Sec.
AlliQDGe-house, Adam-street, StraDd, October g, 1865.

THE COMING CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE AT CLIFTON.
OUR beloved friend and brother in Christ, thp. Rev. S. A. WALKER, has issued
the annexed Circular, in which (as will be seen) he has announced a third
annual Conference of believers of different denominations at Clifton. Prior
engagements in connexion with the Home Mission prevented our being present
at either of the previous gatherings; but such was the report of some men of
truth in regard to the tone and spirit which pervaded those meetings, that it has
made us anxious to witness and experience for ourselves. Hence we are anticipating with prayerful interest the coming Conference. Many of our readers
are already familiar with the spirit and temper of our beloved brother,
Mr. WALKER. Such are his views of truth-such his steadfastness-at the
same time such are his gentleness and forbearance, that we consider him
admirably adapted to take the lead in such a movement.
We live in deeply solemn and most momentous times. There can be no doubt
whatever of this. The clouds have not only gathered, but are thickening
densely and portentously. The somewhat sudden removal of our Premier,who was unquestionably a man of peace, and was used of God, we doubt not,
to preserve us as a nation from war and tumult-is another significant voice,
spoken as it is at a time when our country is visited with a cattle-plaguepotatoe disease-and threatened with that dread scoUl'ge Cholera. There is,
too, a wide-spread J esuitism throughout Christendom, among all sects and
parties. We are, moreover, upon the eve of the much-spoken-of year '66, with
respect to which everything bespeaks events of signal importance. Under all
these combined circumstances it does behove the children of God unitedly to
strengthen each other's hands-unitedly to wrestle for covenant blessings at the
hand of a covenant God; and, in so uniting, resolve to waive matters of minor
moment-to differ and agree to differ, where truth and sound doctrine are not
concerned-and heartily to give the right band of fellowship to all those who
love our Lord Jesus Cbrist in sincerity.
In a word, we pray that the coming Conference may be a sweet foretaste of
that blessed assembly and that glorious time, when" Lo, a great number which
no man can number, of all nations and kindreds, and people, and tongues, shall
stand before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and
palms in their hands, and shall cry with a loud voice, Salvation to our God
which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb."
Lord God Almighty, grant it, for Cbrist's sake.
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B"wvlm BltETllRCN A~D SISTERS IN CultIsT,-For the third time, I am privileged
to be. the honoured instrument of invitin\;\' my brethren and sisters in a glorious covenant Jesus, to our annual Christian eonierenee in Clifton. Adoring the grace that
Buggesteil, accomplished, and blessed our first gathering two years ago, and with
equal loving-kindness, and manifested power, repeated the favour last year, I cannot
doubt that it is our high privilege to seek this year a repetition of the holy enjo,Yment so freely vouchsafed to us, and the more as time and events more loudly
echo the footsteps of our coming Redeemer. Bristol and Clifton brethren are looking
anxiousl,Y for another visit from their fellow heirs of grace and glory in other localities.
'rIJey feel that past intercourse with them has been sweet and profitable to their souls.
They have often thanked their Heavenly Father for the hallowed seasons which they
have passed with them, both in public and private, and while differences of denominational position and opinion have proved no barrier to Christian fellowship, they
feel that under the sanctifying influence of the one Spirit they have learned, while
adhering to that which their judgment approved, to acknowledge the superior power
of the love of Christ to lead them beyond their earthly affinities, within the influences
of the Divine Headship, where all are eternally one. We solicit much and earnest
prayer for ablessing' on the coming conference. As before, the followers of the Lord in
this locality will (the Lord permitting) meet together, as often as convenient in the
interval, to ask the special direction of the Holy Spirit in their arrangements, and a
blessing upon themselves and their dear absent brethren and sisters in Christ at their
meeting together; that our Triune Jehovah may be glorified, and the spirits of His
saints greatly refreshed and strengthened, preparatory to the coming and kingdom of
our Lord Jesus Christ. We propose, with the Lord's permission, that the third
Cliftoll conference shall be held on Tuesday and Wednesday, the 7th and 8th of
November, 1865. The subjects suggested for consideration are :-" Crucified, Dead,
and Risen with Jesus;" "Appearing in Glory with Him at His Appearing." Hospitality will be provided for those friends at a distance who will kindly signify to me,
on or before Saturday, October 28th, their intention to be present at the conference,
and their need of accommodation during their stay. I am, beloved friends, yours
affectionately, in a crucified and risen Saviour,
SAMUEL ABRAHAM VVALKER,
Rector of St. Mary-le-port, Bristol.

The Conference will assemble (D.V.) in the Victoria Rooms, Clifton, each day at
Eleven o'clock, a.m., and at Seven p.m. Dinner (for -which Tickets will be issued
during the Conference) will be provided within the building' at Half-past One o'clock,
and 'rea at l!"ive. Intervals between the Meetings to be filled up by Prayer Meetings, Free Conversations, &c., nnder the management of a few brethren who will
kindl.y make arrangements for parties wishing to hold meetings, &c. Our local
friends are informed that the usual preliminary prayer meetings will be held in the
Committee Room of the Victoria Rooms. on the three Friday Evenings preceding
the Conference, October 20 and 27, and Nov. 3, and on Monday Evening, Nov. 6th;
on each occasion at Seven o'clock.

PROVIDENTIAL BOUNTIES ENDANGERED BY ABUSE.*
UNDER the ahove title, the Rev. W. B. Mackenzie, M.A., Incumbent of St.
James, Holloway, has published a sermon which he delivered in the cathedral,
Bristol, on Monday the 9th instant. We listened with special interest to the
subject, bearing, as it does, on the very solemn circumstances in which, as a
nation, we are at the present placed. The text was Hosea ii. 8, 9. And in the
course of his sermon, Mr. Mackenzie remarked : " And what use are we making of all the bounties of a gracious Providence?
It is true we have no such idols as Baal, on whose worship we openly expend

., London: Partridge and Co.
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our national resources. But when we think of the influence, wealth, and power
of this country, gained by God's blessing upon our political freedom, invincible
energy, and commercial prosperity, and then think how little these vast resources
are employed to promote the glory of God here or elsew here, and the best interests of man, we cannot but feel that in God's sight we are as justly chargeable
with alienating His bounties even as the Israelites were in supporting the
idolatry of Baal.
" It is true we have not formally cast off the worship of God as the kingdom
of Israel had done; we have no Dan or Bethel, with their forbidden images, no
idol-altars, or rites, or priesthood, to corrupt the last elements of religion in the
people. We have Sabbaths, and churches, and ministers, and Bibles; but they
are Sabbaths whose sanctity we seem resolved every year more and more to
lower and defile,-we have churches l]alf forsaken or made attractive by exhibitions which mar spiritual devotion,-we have ministers, but some who doubt the
Gospel they preach, and but few who make it their one great business to win
souls to Christ,-we have Bibles, but neglected by the many, denied by some,
and read, honoured, and believed by a very small minority. True, the country
never was so rich, but never were her riches consumed on every form of self-indulgence, in dress, in banquets, in luxuries, as now,-extravagancies utterly
incredible only a few years ago. True, the resources of the country never
were so marvellously prolific, and yet there is hardly a scheme for God's glory,
or the amelioration of man's sufferings, hut is crippled from want of support.
Issue proposals for some mercantile scheme that promises prolific results, millions
are eagerly forthcoming; but propose to found a hospital, extend a mission, build
a church, or raise a school, and we know the extreme indifference with which
such schemes are received, and difficulties almost insnrmountable which always
discourage such undertakings. I am quite aware of some bright exceptions-men
of wealth and piety, who regard themselves as stewards, and are always ready
to any good work, yea, even • glad to communicate;' but if you compare the
resources of this country, yearly augmenting, so that we may almost use the
prophet's words, 'There is no end of her riches ;' with the efforts made for advancing religion and human happiness at home and abroad, it is discouraging to think
how, as a coun1ry, we are pervertiIJg God's bounties from the purposes for which
He gave them."
" And who but must confess that we need the same warning? It is is most
true that we habitually make our gratefUl acknowleJgments for our' creation,
our preservation, and all the blessings of this life;' true, thit words of devout
ascription are breathed in the daily worship of thousands of godly families, praising
and magnifying the bounteous Father of all mercies; as no doubt there were
pious individuals in Rosea's time who devoutly acknowledged that their stores of
unfailing abundance were the gift of God; but they were so few as to be almost
lost in the preponderating majority of the unthankful and undevollt. And so
with ourselves. There is no deep, grateful recognition of God in the heart of
the nation. The leaders of public sentiment shrink from pointing the finger upward to remind a forgetful community that it is RE that gives them corn, and
wine, and oil,-that multiplies the resources of the country,-that gives skill to
workmen, opms new markets for commerce, and gives power to get wealth."
" The events of everyone's life convince us how very precarious is our tenure
of providential mercies. Who does not call such changes to mind,-nations once
envied for power and wealth, gradually enfeebled till they are blotted out altogether,-famiJies once eminent, now brought down to obscurity,-ricbes fleeing
from their POsfcssors on wings thfy made for themselves,-men whose brows
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were once wreathed with hononrsleft to languish in neglect,-parents disappointed
in the fond hopes they formed of their children,-friends one by one Cllt off
making life very desolate,-and men once exulting in gigantic strength becoming
by disease prostrate and feeble? These things occur every day. But let us
remember, the withdrawal of our providential comforts is as distinctly the Lord's
doing as the giving: 'I will return, and take away my corn, my wine, my oil,it is mine still,-I give it or take it away as I will.' Faith recognises the hand
of God in every change and event of life-in what is given, and what is removed.
Job devoutly said, 'The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away.' Hannah,
too, 'The Lord killeth, and maketh alive; He maketh poor, and maketh rich;
He bringeth low, and lifteth up.' This was in fact God's grand controversy
against Pharaoh. He did not, would not, acknowledge the supreme administration of God in the affairs of the Israelites. The controversy went on,-God
demanding,-Pharaoh refusing. Plague came after plague; the earth, air, sky,
water, man beast-all testify the Divine displeasure; still he stood out, until at
length the crisis came in his tremendous overthrow at the Red Sea. The name
of Pharaoh stands conspicuous as a monumental beacon to warn men against the
hopelessness of resisting God. 'For this very purpose have I raised thee up,
that I might show in thee my power, that my name might be declared throughout
all the earth.' "
" Here, in a time of unparalleled abundance, the whole community is signally
visited by a mysterious destruction of cattle. But there is at the same time a
very marked and genEral disinclination to acknowledge God as the great Giver
of our nationsl prosperity; yea, we see, moreover, the spread of a great and
growing abuse of His gifts in extravagant indulgence, and profligacy, and crime,
especially infanticide. I say, then, that the Scripture here gives us a key to
interpret this mystic writing thus traced by the finger of Providence. We do
not know, not care to know, that the Lord gives us our corn, aad wine, and oil,
our abundant harvests, and the cattle on a thousand hills; we do not care to
know that He multiplies our silver and gold, increases their commerce, and augments our national wealth, which we spend in self-indulgence; 'therefore I
will return, and take away my corn and my wine, my cattle and my abundance."
I will send a mysterious visitation among them that shall perplex and spread
alarm; I will turn their plenty to scarceness, that they may learn that all the
resources of a nation are at my supreme disposal to give or withhold,-to multiply or diminish,-to replenish their storehouses with plenty or to straiten with
want. 'Thcm that honour me, I will honour, and they that despise me shall
be lightly esteemed.'
" If thus we Dlay regard the presence of tbis destructive disease as a significant
visitation, we ought specially to recognise the mercy of God in averting the far
more terrible pl~glle which has been sweeping tIJe shores of the Mediterranean
with such f.·arl'ul ravages. At one time we bad our fears lest the grievous murrain among cattle should be the forerunner of another visit from that terrific
scourge that filled the land with mourning a few years back. We might have
had a very different prospect for the coming winter. Thank God the flight of
that angel of death seems arrested. The destroying sword has fallen upon us
this time with strokes of gentleness and mercy. ' It is enough, stay now Thine
hand.'
" I cannot but add further that, however neglectful we may be in not thankfully
honouring God for providential mercies, the religious aspect of the times is far
more serions.
Whether we think of the state of the religious community itself
-the growing indifference to the blessed and vital doctrines of the Gospel of
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the grace of God, as shown in their gradual omission in public ministrations,
and the substitutiJn of an intellectual Christianity-the ill-disguised scepticism
that undermines the foundations of Christian f<tith-the extreme worldliness that
eats out the life and power of Christianity-the alienation of the working cla~ses
from public ordinances-tbe revival of Romish ceremonial, that finds strange
favour with large portions of the people-or the critical conuition of our English
Sundays, which, in any view of the religious part of the question, is acknowledged by all foreigners to be the envied bulwark of our distinctive national
morality,~these are grave facts.
And if God should be provoked to leave us to
ourselves-to abate the abundance of our religious mercies-to let falsehood
darken our teachers, and histrionic practices mar our worship-if He should
leave us again to the religious stagnation in which the nation lay a hundred and
fifty years ago, after James n.-or abandon us to the frivolity and unbelief of
France-to multiply theatres and amusements, and make Sunday our great gala
day-then, indeed, will come the darkest of all periods, and direst of all visitations threatened by the propbet: 'I will send them famine-not a famine of
bread or thirst for water, but of hearing the word of the Lord.'
" This is a critical time for the people of God, the called, and chosen, and
faithful. Many eyes are now turned towards you, the last bope of our endangered mercies. Tbe continued ungodliness of a people who never knew
Him is long tolerated with merciful forbearance, deferring tbe final visitations of
retributive justice; but, if tbe signs of disaffection appear among the faithful
themselves,-if the witnesses for Christ and His truth forget their privileged
calling, and sink down to the standard of other men,-if the salt loses its
savour, and the light of the world grows dim, if the Gospel of tbe Lord Jesus
Christ be disguised or diluted, or shorn of its own glories, biding Christ from the
sinner, and diverting the sinner from Christ, and you, who profess to know and
serve Him, ungratefully endure such unfaitbful abme,-and I am not sure that
there are no signs of this,-then the bright sun of our national Christianity will
soon be clouded in obscurity, and false doctrine, infidel or Romish, will delude but
gratify a misguided people. This, may God forbid! As to His own people,
who serve Him with all humility of mind, though with many tears, you will be
preserved in any adversities, and kept faithful amid every defection. May the
storms that scatter others bring you in closer fellowship with Him and each
other; and the chastisements which provoke the angry murmurs of the world,
yield peaceable fruits of righteousness in you, and give you a nearer resemblance
to the Divine image, and greater fitness for His coming glory! "

Clifton Sermons. By SEPTIMUS SEARS. London: W. H. CoIIingridge, 117 to
119, Aldersgate Street. KC.
WE admire the spirit of Mr. SEARS, as well as coincide with the clear Scriptural
testimony given in these sermons. They are worthy of being circulated very
extensively in districts where a living ministry is lacking.
The Unsearchable Riches of Christ. Sermons preached by the Rev. C.
GORDELIER. London: W. H. ColIingriuge.
INASMUCH as there is a time coming-yea, is even now come-when the Lord
is fulfilling His word, "I will send them famine-not a famine of bread or
thirst for water, but of hearing tbe word of the Lord," sermons by men of truth
and deep in experience, having Christ for their object and subject, will be
increasingly estimated by the people of God. We commend these sermons to
the attention of our readers.

