,\

r

I

SECOND CENTURY.J

[November 1,1866.

THE

GOSPEL M.AGAZINE.
t.

(1 COMFORT YE, CO:\IFORl' YE MY PEOPLE, SA ITIt, YOUR GOD."
"RNDEAYOUR.!:'{G TO KEEP THE UNlTY OF THE SPlRlT IN THE BOND OF PEACE."
;lY.:~;U~ C\\\\\~l:l '"tHE SA.1.1R "'i1!,'::;;tERD.I>,.'Y, A.~'D 1:0-"OA."i. l\"ND 1!Ol\ ~VY.:R." It 'WR01l1 '1'0 KNOW IS lXFE Y;IERNl\.L.'"

No 11,
NEW SERIES.

}

No. 1,211,
{ OLD SERIES.

NOVEMBER, 1866.

oc;~e J1tlltiI~ ~artiDn;
OR, 'WORD8 Ol:' SPIRITUAL CAUTION, COUNSEL, AXD COMFORT •

.. Who comforteth us in all our tribnlation, that we maybe able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 COR. i. 4.

POSITION AND PROSPECT.
" For we know that if onr earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved,
we have a, building of God, an house not made lcith hands, eternal in the
heavens."-2 COR. v. 1.
BELOVED, we once more take up this blessed subject, and may God
the Holy Ghost, of His great mercy, open it to our understandings,
and affect our hearts, under that unction and dew with which He is
pleased at times to accompany the consideration of His own word.
We have already spoken of that holy confidence in which the apostle
expresses himself~" We know;" and we have testified, moreover, of
tile preciousness of the privilege of being able to adopt similar language. Instrumentally, how does this holy confidence lift up the
soul above all tile sorrow and tile anxiety and tile turmoiL of tile
way! This" knowing whom I have believed," as the apostle elsewhere expresses it, acts upon a dear child of God just as do the discomforts and trifling inconveniences act upon a traveller. "Never
mind," says he within himself, "it does not matter; it won't last;
I am onward and homeward."
Reader, can you say, "I know p " .
.
But we proceed to consider of what the apostle testified. He says,
"We know that if the earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved." You will observe, beloved, that there is a contrast in the
text-that of the house of this [or the] tabernacle, and that of the
house or building of God, not made with hands, eternal, in the
heavens. The Lord help us to look at this vast and most important
distinction.
..
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" The earthly house of this [ or the] tabernaole." As a tent-maker,
it "as natural for the apostle thus to express himself. His wonted
occupation would so familiarize the idea of the very temporary
character of his sojourn here. Hi;> true position, in common with that
of e,ery follower of Jesus, was that of" a stranger and a pilgrim."
Apart from his constitution as a son of the fallen Adam, "of the
earth, earthy," there was everything in connexion with the apostle's
condition to remind him that" here he had no continuing city."
Beside this, the apostle was so coustantly contemplating and
speaking of the condition and circumstances of literal Israel. He
knew full well the character of their wanderings in the wilderness.
From Egypt to Canaan, they had" no certain dwelling-place." All
was passing-all temporary, At the command of God, they pitched
their tents j and again, at the selfsame command, they struck those
tents; they halted or they journeyed, as it seemed good to their
divine Leader and Guide. His directions were absolute, and altogether independent of their choice, and beyond their control. Divine
sovereignty was Sl+preme. In vain would have been interrogation or
remonstrance. As since, so then, J ehovah "ruled in the armies of
heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth; none dare stay His
hand, nor say, What doest Thou?"
Moreover, the apolltle kJIew how characteristic were the leadings
and teachings of the spiritual ISTael in every age. Hence his own
temporary dwelling on earth, and the very nature of that dwelling,
were to his own mind the more strikingly set forth and confirmed by
the actual condition and circumstances of ancient Israel. Doubtless, as
"a pilgrim and a stranger" on earth, he would love to reflect upon the
shifting characters and changing scenes in the histories of Abraham,
and Isaac, and J acob. Reader, did it ever strike you that these holy
men-these patriarchs of old-seemed more intent, if possible, about
a permanent place for their poor lifeless bodies to moulder in, than for
a dwelling-place for those selfSame bodies to 1'eside in? Oh, what
suggestive teaching is embodied in this fact! How striking that
scene when" Abraham stood up from before his dead, and spake unto
the sons of Heth, saying, I am a stranger and a sojourner with you.
Give me a possession [a possession, mark] of a burying-place with
you, that I may bury my dead out of my sight." Reader, in passing,
permit us to say, if Abraham spoke of his dead, and if he took so
lively an interest as to where and how they should be laid, how
great, think you, must be the interest of the Lord Jesus Ohrist, as the
Head of His body the_Ohurch, concerning His dead, and respecting
whom it is declared that "precious in the sight of the Lord is the
death of His saints." If Joseph "gave commandment concerning
his bones," how much the greater than Joseph-Joseph's great and
glorious antitype, who testified, " My flesh also shall rest in hope,"
Surely not His flesh personal merely, but His flesh mystical also.
Again, beloved, doeB not the anxiety evinced by the patriarchs
respecting themselves and their dead blessedly preach to us the great
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doctrine of the resurrection? Syrely but for their belief that those
bodies would rise again, they would not bestow so much care and
anxiety about where and how they should be deposited, when once
the vital spark of life had quitted them.
To return, however, to the apostle Paul, and the terms in which he
expressed himself with respect to the" earthly house of this tabernacle," no doubt with equal pleasure and satisfaction he dwelt upon
the changing and ever-shifting character of Israel, during their forty
years' wanderings in the wilderness. Once again we say, how temporary-how most uncertain-was their tarry or abiding. "When
the cloud was taken up from the tabernacle, then after that the
children of Israel journeyed: and in the place where the cloud abode,
there the children of Israel pitched their tents. At the commandment of the Lord the children of Israel journeyed, and at the commandment of the Lord they pitched: as long as the cloud abode
upon the tabernacle they rested in their tents. And when the cloud
tarried long upon the tabernacle many days, then the children of
Israel kept the charge of the Lord, and journeyed not. And so it
was, when the cloud was a few days upon the tabernacle; according
to the commandment of the Lord they abode in their tents, and
according to the commandme\lt of the L01'd they journeyed. And
so it was, when the cloud abode from even unto the morning, and
that the cloud was taken up in the morning, then they journeyed:
whether it was by day or by night that the cloud was taken up, they
journeyed. Or whether it were two days, or a month, or a year,
that the cloud tarried upon the tabernacle, remaining thereon, the
chilill'en of Israel abode in their tents, and journeyed not: but when
it was taken up, they journeyed. At the commandment of the Lord
they rested in the tents, and at the commandment of the Lord they
journeyed: they kept the charge of the Lord, at the commandment
of the Lord by the hand of Moses" (Numb. ix. 17-:!3).
Reader, is not this a most beautiful and blessed testimony, and
does it not most sweetly chime in with the apostle's words, "We
know that when the earthly house of this tabernacle is dissolved, we
have a building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal, in
the heavens?"
But, again, can you not conceive with what caution and care the
children of Israel struck their tents? They knew that those tents
would be required again. They had proved again and again that
their march might be stopped at any moment, and they again commanded to pitch their tents. Hence, for their own personal convenience and advantage, they would exercise the utmost vigilance and
care in their striking and stowage, or carrying of them.
Now, if the Israelites did this with respect to their tents, with how
much more interest and care will the Lord Jesus Christ take down the
tabernacle of His people, in which He has designed on earth to dwell,
and which He has destined for His habitation thJ:ough a blissful and.
never-ending eternity?
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In regard to the tents of the children of Israel in the wilderness,
the people had the management as to the pitching or ,the striking.
With respect to the tent or tabernacle of His people; the Lord Himtielf
has the direction and control. Blessed be His name, they are altogether
neutral in the matter. Hence the apostle says, "If the earthly house
of this tabernacle were dissolved" -not, " if we dissolve it."
Once more, as to the temporary character of " the earthly house of
the tabernacle," mark what Job says (iv. 19) of" them that dwell in
houses of clay, whose foundation is in the dust, which are crushed
before the moth." The apostle Peter, ioo, adopts the same passing
terms; "Yea, I think it meet, as long as I am in this tabernacle, to
stir you up by putting you in remembrance; knowing that shortly I
must put off this my tabernacle, e,en as our Lord Jesus Christ hath
showed me" (2 Peter i. 13, 14).
But now; beloved, we come to a most precious word in our text:
how precious it has ofttimes been made to our oWn heart, we cannot
express. Suffice it, we believe it to contain volumes of richest, fullest,
most divine consolation. Doubtless, many of our beloved readers will
anticipate us with respect to the word: it is dissohed. It bespeaks,
beloved, something so gentle, so gradual, so absolutely and entirely
free from terror or dismay. Oh, we want the Lord to. help us to get
at this in what we may now pen, so that, if it be His blessed will, it
may be fraught with comfort and consolation to some of those of our
readers whom the apostle describes as being, " through fear of death,
all their lifetime subject to bondage."
Now, beloved, look 'at the word dissolved-consider its meaning.
Put a piece of sugar ina glass, how gradually it disappears. Mark
the snow round your habitation of a winter's morning, how almost
imperceptibly it melts lmder the genial rays of the midday sun.
Neither in the one case nor the other are the efforts of man brought
to bear upon the matter. It is an effectual, but almost imperceptible
process, the which is discoverable more by its effects than by its prese~t opemtions. It is, so to speak, a gentle, delicate, tender influence
that brings about this dissolution.
Well, now, it is precisely so with respect to the taking down, or the
dissolving, of" the earthly house of this tabernacle." It is not rudely,
roughly struck down. No, it is too precious for this. It is designed for too important a purpose. He is too considerate who has
the direction and control of the whole process. His sympathies as
well as His skill are involved in the matter. Not only so, but He
has both a promise and.an oath at stake. Hence, in this matter of
taking down, or dissolving, the eaJ.'thly house of the tabernacle of His
saints, there is the partnership or participat~'on of Jesus involved, for
"whoso toucheth you, toucheth the apple of His eye." "The eye
cannot say tD the hand, I have no need of thee; nor again, the head
to the feet, I have no need of you." Again, there is the pity of Jesus:
" For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the
feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we
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are, yet without sin" (Heb. iv. 15). Moreover, we have the pattern of'
Jesus: " Wherefore in all things it behoved Him to be made like unto
His brethren, that He might be a merciful and faithful high priest in'
things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the
people. For in that He Himself hath suffered being tempted, He is
able to succour them that are tempted" (Heb. ii. 17, 13). vVe have
also the pmyer' of Jesus: "Father, I will that they also; whom Thou
hast given me, be with me where I am; that they may behold my
glory, which Thou hast given me: for Thou lovedst me before the
foundation of the world" (John xvii. 24). We have likewise the
power of' Jesus: "I will ransom them from the power of the grave; t I
will redeem them from death: 0 death, I will be thy plagues; 0
grave, I will be thy destruction: repentance shall be hid from mine
eyes '; (Hos. xiii. 14). We have, further, the pr'omise of Jesus: "Because I live, ye shall live also i" "Let not your heart be troubled: ye
believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father's house are many
mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare
a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come
again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may
be also" (John xiv. 1-3).
Then, beloved, in addition to this partnership, and pity, and power
of Jesus, we have, as growing out and a blessed consequence thereof,
the precious experience and triumphant challenge of the apostle, "0
death, where is thy sting? 0 grave, where is thy victory? The sting
of death is sin; and the strength of srn is the law. But thanks be to
God, which giwth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ"
(1 Cor. xv. 56-67). Then, for our consolation, he adds, as a holy
stimulant why we should fear not, and why we should be simply
looking to and leaning wholly upon the Lord, " Therefore, my beloved
brethren, be ye steadfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work
of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in
the Lord."
Now, beloved, what can we need more than this? Yea, we would
add, what can the Lord do or say more than He has done or said?
His work is a finished work. Blessed be His name, He accomplished
to the uttermost all He undertook. The Father was well pleased .in
Him and with Him. The law was magnified, and divine justice
satisfied. His resurrection was proof that He had discharged every
demand, and rose triumphantly over death, hell, and the grave. His
ascension to glory demonstrated that the work was a complete. work,
and that all the requirements of divine justice had been met, and all
the engagements in the ewrlasting covenant accomplished. Nothing
can by any possibility be added to the work of the God-Man Mediator.
The way was not only discovered, but duly opened up and accomplished,
by which "God can be just, and yet the Justifier "-that is, by
believing in Jesus, the Father's appointed Surety and Substitute for
t.he sinner, who in His own person, and by His own work, wrought out
and brought in everlasting righteousness, "which is unto all and upo~
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all them that believe." "And this is the work of God, that ye believe
on Him whom He hath sent." Believing is to honour God, and to please
God: for he that believes the testimony which God hath given of
His Son, brings both to Himself and His Son a ten thousand times
greater revenue of praise and glory than if he had never sinned. A
convoy of angels that have never needed redemption, cannot bring
one tithe the honour to J ehovah that the poor sinner fleeing out of
himself, and looking alone to J esns, causes to redound to Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost, upon the footing of redemption. Now the Holy
Ghost is the Implanter of this faith; He drops it into every soul whom
He quickens by His sovereign and irresistible power; and He alone
it is who discovers to that quickened one the divine efficn.cy of the
blood of Jesus, and the beauty and comeliness of the righteousness of
Jesus, in which such quickened sinner stands arrayed and justified,
" without spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing."
Beloved reader, if these things are so-'-'-and dare Satan deny or the
world gainsay it ?L-think you not that the Lord has made ample
provision and beauteous arrangement for the taking down or the
dissolving the clay tabernacle? Shall the termination, think you,
interfere in the leastwise with· the whole character and completeness
of the grand redemption scheme? Oh, be asslUed, if not a single
incident in the whole of thy lifetime, dear reader, was overlooked
or forgotten of thy God in covenant, He has not-He could nothave failed to take into the account the all and everything appertaining to thy dismissal from the body. After the tender caresses
that the mother has lavished upon her child, she is not wont of a
sudden to become indifferent, and leave that little one to make its way
to bed and to sleep as best it can. Oh, no ; the very circumstances of
the case-the darkness, and the separation, and the loneliness-would
only conspire together to prompt that mother to keener attention and
even more scrupulous. care. And shall Jesus, in His own person,
have said, "I have a baptism to be baptized with, and how am I
straitened till it be accomplished?" would He exclaim, "Oh, my
Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me;" would He say,
"My God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken me?" and yet forget
or be indifferent to the darkness and distress and dread of His poor
helpless, sinful followers? Ah, no, that be far from Him;
"He knows what sore temptations mean,
For He has felt the same."
"He, in the days of feeble flesh,
Poured out His groans and tears;
And in His measure feels afresh
What every member bears."

Oh, that" DISSOLVING !"-so graciously, so tenderly, so effectually
will He stand by to support, to strengthen, to soothe, thli.t the dear
reader (if his heart and eye be to JESus-poor, vile, guilty, helpless
and hopeless as he may feel himself to be), shall assuredly realize
and experience His divine all-sufficiency, as well as His faithfulness,
love, and mercy. Yes, with regard to the three Hebrew worthies,
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Nebuchadnezzar put the queBtion, "Did not we cast three men bound
into the midst of the fire? They answered and said unto the king,
True, 0 king. He answered and said, Lo, I see four men loose,
walking in the I)lidst of the fire, and they have no hurt; and the form
of the fourth is like the Son of God" (pan. iii. 24, 25). Assuredly,
that selfsame almighty, ever-faithful, and all-gracious One shall-as
He ever has done~contip.ue to vouchsafe His divine presence and
support, and cause each and every 0Ile of His departing ones to realize
the fulness and the blessedness of His promise, "When thou passest
through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers, they
shall not overflow thee: when tholl walkest through the flre, thou
shalt not be burned; neither shall the flames kindle upon thee"
(Isa. xliii. 2).
Poor trembling reader (if we, as doubtless we do, address many such),
fearful and dismayed as thou art, in prospect of meeting the last
enemy, what more can we say to thee? Wouldst thou fear, as it is
natural to do, the bite of a serpent, if thou knewest the venom
common to that bite had previously been removed? If thou
knewest that the wild beast of the forest were bereft of its power,
wouldst thou be dismayed at its roar? It is the sting of the one,
and the strength of the other, that is the cause of fear to the poor
traveller. .And so with respect to the article of death, beloved. But,
mark you, death, through the dying of the Lord Jesus, has lost both
it~ strength and its sting. "Through [~is own] ~eath He destroyed
hIm that had the power of death, that IS, the deVIl." And observe,
further, that every poor sinner who is looking to Jesus, hoping in
Jesus, and desiring to be found in Jesus, died in and by Jesus. The
sentence of death passed upon him by original and actual sin was
inflicted upon him in the pel'son qf Jesus. Neither can he thus die
any more. All the condemnation entailed upon him, both by orig'inal
and actual transgression, "as visited upon the head of his glorious
Substitute and Surety. So that all a belie,er has to do now, in
answer to Satan's accusations or death's alarms, is to point to Ohrist.
"There's my Surety; there my Substitute; there my Daysman;
there my Friend, my Portion, my all in all. With Him the Father
is well pleased and satisfied; and with Him I am well pleased and
satisfied also."
Reader, dost thou say, " Will Jesus take me upon these terms?"
He has taken thee, for never wouldst thou have felt thy need qf Ohrist
-never wouldst thou have cra'Ced Ohrist-never wouldst thou have
hoped in Him as thy only Safeguard, Redeemer, Advocate, and all,
if so be He had not" remembered thee in thy low estate: for His
mercy endureth for ever." Thy thoughts of Christ are the effect of
His thoughts of thee. Thy desire for Christ arises from His desire
for thee. Thy need of Christ is the blessed consequence of His need
of thee. Thy want of Him as a Saviour, springs from His first want
of thee, as a sinner; for were there no sinner to save, no Saviour were
needed; and as a Saviour He is to be "eternally glorified.
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"Ne'eI' wouldst have felt the guilt of sin,
Nor craved for pardoning love,
Unless thy name had been enroll'd
To endless bliss above."
Finally, dost thou say, poor sinner, What shall I do? Why, the
Lord the Spirit help thee day by day, and moment by moment, to be
" looking unto Jesus." Remember, with respect to the dissolution of
which we have been speaking, that dying strength is reserved for a
dying hour. Mark the promise, " Thy shoes shall be iron and brass,
and as thy days so shall thy strength be." Now, as this has held good,
and the promise been realized in all its richness and fulness to the
present hour, so shall it be even to the end. It were to no nse, and
of no real purpose, otherwise. The blessedness of the promise consists in the final and complete fulfilment of it. A mere time or
temporary salvation would be of no avail to poor lost sinners.
Nothing short of a salvation that will land the sinner in eternal
glory, and translate him to "the building of God-the house not
made with hands, eternal, in the heayens," when the" earthly house of
this tabernacle is dissolved," will satisfy the cravings and the claims
of an immortal soul. And this eternal provision and this everlasting
blessedness is secured to us, not for our own works or worthiness, nor
for our faith or believing, but for the alone merits, and through the
doing and dying, of the Lord J esllS Ohrist.
Hence, reader, as the mart,YT Stephen got a faith's glimpse of
Christ at the very moment of mar :-rdom, and so was" put to sleep,"
so you, child-like, fixing the eye steadily on the Lamb slain from the
foundation of the world, shall as much feel all fear and dismay
depart, even in the very article of dissolution-or so-called deathas the babe fears nothing and feels nothing but a soothing sweetness,
as, gazing up into its mother's IOTIng, smiling countenance, it falls
asleep upon that mother's bosom.
Yes, beloved, as surely as God is true, you shall realize the preciousness of the poet's words"Jesus can make a dying bed
Feel soft as downy pillows are;
Whilst on His breast I lean my head,
And breathe my life out sweetly there."
What can we desire more for ourselves and our beloved readers?
St. Luke's, Bedminster, Oct. 16, 1866.
THE EDITOR.
OUR resolut.ions are like crystal ,essels, which break at the first knock,
and are dashed in pieces by the next temptation.
THE difference between the sinner and the believer is plairily this:
The sins of a sinner are between the sinner and God; but the sins of a
"believer are cast behind God's back. so that God is between him and his
sins; and he can say, as a dear R~manist convert among us lately said,
" I have now no little sins for purgatory, and no great ones for hell; they
are all gone."-" Life Truths," by the Rev. J. IJenham Smith.
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WAYSIDE NOTES.
JESUS, "THE MIGHTY GOD."*
" For unto 113 a Clu'lel is bOi'II, 1li1to us a SOi~ is .r;ircn: ancl tlte .r;ot'c}'nment shall
be upon IIis shoulder: allcl .His name shall be calleel TVonelcifnl, Counsellor,
The mighty Goel, The ererlasting Father, Tile Po'nce of Peace."-ISAI.A.R
ix.6.
IT appears to us that in this precious passage the humanity of Ohrist is
set forth under two titles, "hile the Godhead of om deal' Redeemer is set
forth uncleI' five characteristics. Thus, the humanity of Ohrist-" A
OHILD BORN," "A SON GI'EX." The Godhead of Christ-GoD TIm "WONDERFUL," GOD TilE "OO1;XSELLOR," GOD THE "MIGHTY," GOD "THE
EVEHLASTING F.UHER," G.JD "'rIlE PRINCE OF PEACE."
One of these titles must su...ffice for our meditation at this season, viz.,
JESUS, " Tile lIIigldy God."
1\011', the fatal error that so many make concerning the Deity of Ohrist
("ho are lmtaught by the Spirit of God) is in " tlie con/ns/on of substance."
"FolU' things," said the great ::llldjudicious Hooker, "concur to make complete the whole state of OUl' Lord Jesus Ohrist-His Deity, His manhood,
the conjunction of both, and the distinction of both." This is true, as the
Ohurch of England, in her second article, states: "The Son, which is the
,Vord of the Father, begotten from everlasting of the Father, the very anel
eternal Goel, and of one substance with the Father, took man's nature in
the womb of the blessed nJ:gin, of her substance: so that the two whole
and perfect natures, that is to say, the Godhead and manhood, "ore joinecl
together in one Person." Jesus Ohrist is man and also God; for this
reason called the God-man, CHRIST JESUS. We do not deify the man, but
"e worship the God "ha dwelleth in the man; ;.: for in Him ch·elleth all
the fulness of tJle Godhead bodily." This is a mystory we know. It is
declared to be S0; aud it is that which the carnal mind cannot receive.
But now let us proceed to prove it from the sacred Scriptures, and our
difficulty mll not be to get matter therefrom to sustain it, but to abridg'e
the mass of evidence "e have in God's word "hich establishes it. We
must therefore confine OUl' attention to the folloIDng points:-

* 'Ve have been drawn to this subject through reacling a short article in the August
number of this Magazine, entitled " Sayings of Christ," in which" S. H.," the writer, has
taken some "sayings" of our dear Redeemer, where, as touching His manhoocl, He has
declared Himself inferior to the Father, and, in the i3pirit of enmity to the glorious
doctrine of the Deity of Christ, bids the reader draw his own conclmiom. We have drawn
oms, "'hich are as follows : 1. That the writer of that article has never been humbled under a sense of the guilt of
sin, or he would haye discoyered the need of a Saviour, and that that Sanom must be the
GOD-)LI.X, Christ J esm.
2. That we ought affectionately to pray for" S. H.," that the Lord would convince him
of the error of his ways, ere he phmges into eternity denying the Godhead of Him who is
·to be his judge (Eccl. xii. 14; 1 Cor. i. 4, 5).
3. That, as this poison has iminuated itself unawares into the pages of the GOSjJel
Magazine, for the sake of the youthful readers thereof, we ought to do all we can to
neutralize the same.
.
May God grant that we may so W1-ite, under the influence of the Spirit, that souls may
be establishecl in this precious doctrine, and Jesus honomed. To attack the honom and
dignity of Christ touches the Christian to the quick, as the divinity of om Lord is the
fotmdation of his hope-a foundation, blessed be God, that is invulnerable.
UU
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1. Old Testament evidence concerning the Deity of Christ.
New Testament evidence thereof.
Ill. The manifestation of His omnipotence, omnipresence, and omniscience, as proof of His Deity.
IV. His miracles show Him to be " 1'he mighty Goel."
V. The testimony of His apostles and disciples concerning His Godhead.
May the LOl;d the Spirit guide the pen ! We are very jealous for the
honour of Jesus. He is our all and in all.

n.

" Though guilty, and helpless, and curs'd,
By nature a rebel and slave,
In Jesus, my God, I will trust,
Because He is 'mighty to save.'''
,And, now,
I. OLD l'ESTAMENT EVIDENCE COXCERNING THE DEITY OF CHRIST.

In the work of creation God had a fellow and equal. He says, "Let
us make man." "Vuo His Co-worker was is evident from the frequent
declaration of Scripture, that Christ was the Creator of the world. For
instance, "In the beg'inning was the Word, and the Word was WITH GOD,
and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God.
All things were made by Him; and without Him ,vas not anything made
that was made " (John i. 1-3). And again, "His dear Son" (Col. i.
13), "who is the Image of the innsible God, the Firstborn of every creature: for by Him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that
are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions,
01' principalities, or powers: all things were created by Him, and for
Him: and He is before all things, and by Him all things consist" (Col.
i. 15-17).'" This, then, is plain enough that God had a fellow and equal
in the work of creation; and that equal and fellow was the Lord Jesus
Christ. Again, He is emphatically called J ehovah; ancl God Himself,
the eternal Father, calls Christ the Lord God. " But I will have mercy
upon the house of J udah, and will sa,e them by the Lord their God"
(Hos. i. 7). And all the Old Testament prophets point to Jesus, the Child
born and the Son given, as God. For instance, David adores Him as
such: "Thou art fairer than the children of men: grace is poured into
Thy lips: therefore God hath blessed, Thee for ever. Thy throne, 0 God,
is for ever and ever: the sceptre of Thy kingdom is a right sceptre"
(Psalm xlv. 2, 6). This is an a,owed prophecy concerning Jesus, and
is cited by the apostle Paul in his epistle to the Hebrews as referring
to Him, and in it His true character is declal"f~d, "Thy throne, 0 God."
Isaiah declares Him to be "mighty to save" (Isaiah ix. 6); and the same
prophet predicts the coming of John the Baptist, who should be the harbinger of our Lord, and should cry, "Prepare ye the way of the Lord,
make straight in the desert a highway for our God" (Isaiah xl. 3).
While, further on in his prophecy, he declares Him to be " a just God and
a Saviour," who shall say, "Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends
of the earth: for I am God, and there is none else" (Isaiah xlv. 22). In
another portion of his prophecy Isaiah calls Him J ehovah, God of hosts,
who shall be a stone of stumbling and rock of offence to the house of _

* We have not here refel'red to Isa. xl. 28, as it might be disputed as referring to Christ,
although we have no doubt that it does.
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Israel. Peter tells us that Jesus is that f;ltone of stumbling and rock of
·offence; clearly meaning that prophecy referred to Him wherein He is
called Jehovah, God of hosts. And again the same prophet says in the
name of J ehovah, "Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the
earth, for I am God;" to me shall every knee bow. "While the apostle Paul
applies that prophecy to Christ, saying, "As I live, saith the Lord, every
knee shall bow to me, and e,ery tongue shall confess to God" (Rom. xiv.
11), Nor can we have the Godhead of Christ more emphatically described
than in the language which heads our paper, given by the same prophet:
" His name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The
everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace." Can anything, too, be clearer
than the language of Job ?-" I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that
He shall stand at the latter day upon the earth: and though after my
skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God" (Job xix.
25, 26). The prophet Zechariah, speaking in the name of God, says,
"They shall look upon me -whom they have pierced." The evangelist
John tells us, that" one of the soldiers pierced Jesus' side with a spear."
Here, then, was the ful£lment of the declaration that they should pierce
God. And so we might trace on through the minor prophets, all of whom
give abundant proof of the Deity of our Lord. We can but add, Woe be
to that man who, in the face of such inspired testimonies, dares to rob
Jesus of His honour and dignity as "The ?nighty God." We pass on to
note,

n.

"-..
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TESTAMENT EI'IDENCE OF THE DEITY OF CHRIST.

"E?nlnanuel, God with us."-l MATT, 23.
H61'e again the evidence is so abundant, where shall we begin or leave
off? We have just alluded to His name-" Behold, a virgin shall be
with child, and shall bring forth a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us." In proof of the correctness of the name and its interpretation we will think of1. His own assertions concerning His Deity.
2. Who but God can save from sin?
3. Who but God can forgive sin?
1. JeS1tS' own assertions concerning Ht's ])eity.-He "as constantly while
on earth representing Himself as equal with the Father: "I and my
Father are one i" "The Father is in me, and I in Him" (John x. 38).
Again, when led up of the Spu:it into the wilderness to be tempted of the
devil, and Satan said unto Him, "If Thou be the Son of God, cast Thyself down: for it is written, He shall give His angels charge concerning
Thee: and in their hands they shall bear Thee up, lest at any time Thou
dash Thy foot against a stone," what was His emphatic reply to Satan?
" Jesus said unto Him, It is -written again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord
thy God." Had He not been God, here was an opportunity for Satan to
charge Him with falsehood; but Satan knew it to be true, and had not a
word to say to the assertion, for the very devils believe, and tremble.
Again, look at His assertion to the Jews, when they asked Him, "Art
Thou greater than our father Abl'aham, which is dead? and the prophets
are dead: whom makest Thou thyself?" what was His reply? "Your
father Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and he saw it, and was glad."
"Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am" (John viii.
58); which fact fully explains another assertion He made in His last
prayer upon earth: "And now, 0 Father, glorify Thou me with Thine
u u 2

572

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

[NQvembel' 1,lS66.

own self with the glory which I had with Thee before the world was"
(John xvii. 5). Then again the Jews sought to slay Him, because He
made "Himself equal with God" (John v. 18). They understood His
assertion, and through it they crucified Him. Now, if He had not been
equal with God, He might have said so, and avoided crucifixion. Then
what would have become of us, reader? for there would have been no
salvation for you or for me, my fellow-sinner; but because He was God,
and declared Himself to be so, He permitted' them to crucify Him upon
Calvary, thereby taking away sin by the sacrifice of Himself for His
people, and fulfilling the testimony concerning Him, "they crucified the
Lord of glory." Again,
2. 7JTko but God can save from sin?-\'{e have seen that, from Old Testament testimony, He is described as One" mighty to save." And now, in
proof of that, we refer to that fundamental doctrine of the Bible, viz.,
Christ died a sacrifice for sin; hence the sublime language of Isaiah,
" He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities
... The Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all ... He bare the sins
of many." But mark, He did not this as mere man, but as the God-man;
hence His own declaration, "Therefore doth my Father love me, because
I lay down my life, that I might take it again. No man taketh it from
me, but I lay down of myself. I ha,e power to lay it down, and I have
power to take it again" (John ::s:. ] 7, 18). Thus as God, and not man,
He redeems and purifies His Church unto Himself; as God and not man
He presents her to Himself: "T.c.at He might present it to Himself a
glorious Church, not having spot, 01' "rinkle, or any such thing; but that
it should be holy and without ble .s"1."
3. Who but God ean forg~1:e sillS ?-Y 8t this power we have Jesus putting
forth again and again. For instanee, "Behold, they brought to him a
man sick of the palsy, lyi.ng on a bed: and Jesus seeing their faith said
unto the sick of the palsy; Son, be of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven
thee" (Matt. ix. 2). And on ano her occasion, when a poor woman, who
was a sinner, pressed into the Phari58e's house, and anointed Jesus' feet,
and washed them with her tear'5, J e5US, after silencing the contention of
her enemies, turned to her and 5aid, "'ith the authority of the Most
High, "Thy sins (we fO?'given thee." They that sat at meat might well
begin to say within themselves, ""Who is this that forgiveth sins? " The
God-man was, in very deed, in the midst of them, exercising a power
which belongGd to Himself (Luke ill. 48).
.
Of course, while dealing thus with doctrines, the important matter of all
is, Has He forgiven me my sins? Oh, let us but feel that He has,
and realize-Him as our Saviour, then all scruples and objections as to His
Deity cease, and we sing" He built the world, He conquer'a hell,
He ransomed me with blood,
He rules and go.-erns all things well,
He is th' eternal God."
Furthermore,
Ill.

THE MANIFESTATION OF illS OMNIPOTENOE, OMNIPRESENOE,
OMNISOIENOE, PROVE "C\AUSTARABLY HIS DEITY.

AND

1. H£s ornnipotence.-W e have already seen that it is declared that" the
world was made by Him "-look fmther at His power over the elements.
He 'I',~lS, upon one occasion, in a ship, "and there arose a great storm of
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wind, and the waves beat into the ship, so that it was now full." The disciples
who were with Him in the ship appealed to Him, saying, " Master, carest
Thou not that we perish? And He arose, and rebuked the wind, and said
unto the sea, Peace, be still . . . . And there was a great calm" (Mark iI'.
37-39). At another time "e find Him walking upon the surface of the
troubled ocean-a thing impossible with man. N GW, He that could create
the "orld, He that had power over the elements He had creatoJ, so
that He could hush the winds, and walk on the sea, must have been God,
as declared by Job-the Gcd "whioh alone sproadeth out tho heavens,
and treadeth upon the waves of the sea" (Job ix. 8).
2. His omnipresenee.-Note His own declaration, "IVhere two or three
me gathered together in my name, there (IIn I in the midst of them."
And again, to His disciples, He said,'" Lo, I am with you alway, oyon
unto the end of the world." And then His memorable words, "And no
man hath asoended up to hea,en, but He that came down from heaven,
eL"en the Son of JJIan 1clu'eh -is in heaven." If not God, how oould He be on
earth and in'hea,en at the same time? But, as God, He was in heaven;
as man, He "as upon the earth; and His statement '\Ias but further proof
of His omnipresence as God.
3. His omniseience.-Behold Him as God in His perfect knowledg'e of
futurity. He foretold His o"n sufferings and death: "From that time
forth began Jesus to show unto His disciples, ho" that He must go unto
Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the el(1ers and chief priests and scribes,
and be killed, and be raised again the third day" (MaH. xvi. 21). Oan
anything be plainer?
Behold Him also as God in His perfect kno"ledgo of every minute ciroumstance of things. For instance, when the scribes said within themselves that He blasphemed, because He told the sick of the palsy that his
sins "ere forgi,en him, it is written, "And JeSllS 1."1I0lCillg theiT thoughts
said, ,Vherefore think ye e,il in your hearts?" (Matt. h. 4.) Ag::tin, we
have the testimony of the "oman of Samaria, "ho, after the oonversation
at the well, "ent into the city, and told her neighbours and friends,
"Oome, see a man, "hich told me all things that eHr I aid: is not this
the Ohrist?" (John iv. 29.) So, again, in the case of Nathanael, who
asked Jesus, " ""Thence kno"est Thou me? Jesus ans"ered and said unto
him, Before that Philip called thee, when thou wast under the fig tree,
I saw thee" ( John i. 48). And then the conclusive statement of Scripture,
" But Jesus did not commit Himself unto them, because He knew all
men, and needed not that any should testify of man: jot· He knew 1£'hat
1vas 1'n man" (John ii. 24, 2.j). And then, not merely did Jesus foretell His
own sufferings and death- not merely could He read men's most inmost
thoughts, but He foretold the destruction of the temple, "hich literally
occurred, and He has also left upon record the arlul solemnities of the
judgment-day; and we shall soon find that every word He uttered was
true.
If, then, Jesus had po"er to create the world, and power over all the
elements He had created, as manifested during His "alk upon earth-if
He could be upon earth and in heaven at the Eame time-if He could penetrate into the future -with perfect clearness and accuracy-what conclusion
must even common sense come to, bllt that lie was, ancl rp.ust be, "'rhe
wighty God? "
But, a step further.
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HIS MIRACLES SHOW HIM TO BE "THE MIGHTY GOD."

By Him water was turned into wine at the marriage supper of Canaan.
By Him a draught of fishes was made to fill the disciples' empty nets.
By Him a multitude of five thousand hungry people were fed from five
barley loaves and two small fishes, and were all satisfied. By Him the
tempest was stilled, and at His command the fig' tree blighted. By Him
devils were cast out, lepers cleansed, the paralytic healed, the impotent
made to walk, the dead raised to life, the blind restored to sight-indeed,
time and space fail us to enumerate the proofs of His Godhead which were
manifest in every step of His earthly career; $, and the man must be
wilfully blind not to see it.
V.

THE TESTIMONY OF HIS APOSTLES AND DISCIPLES CONCERNlliG IllS
GODHEAD.

Stephen, an apostle, and the fu'st martJ'l', when dying, invokes the Lord
Jesus to receive his spirit. The apostles performed their miracles, not in
the name of J ehovah, but in that of Jesus of Nazareth, Thomas, no
ionger unbelieving, calls Him "My Lord and my God." The apostle
Paul declares, Christ" came, who is over all, God blessed /01' eVM'" (Rom.
ix. 5); and, again, exhorts the Christians at Philippi, "Let this mind
be in you, which was also in Cill:ist Jesus: who, being in the form of God,
thought it not robbery to be equal with God," &c. (Phi!. ii. 5, 6);
and, again, to the Colossians, "He is before all things, and by Him
all things consist" (Col. i. 17); and, to the same Christians, "In Him
dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily" (Col. ii. 9). To Timothy
he says, "Great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh,
justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed
on in the world, received up into glory" (1 Tim. iii. 16); while to Titus
he Wl'ites, "In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised
before the world began; but hath in due times manifested His wcv-'d
through preaching, which is committed unto me according to 'the commandment of God mtr Saviour" (Titus i. 2, 3); while, in his Epistle to the
Hebrews, quoting from the Psalms, he reiterates, "But lmto the Son He
saith, Thy throne, 0 God, is for ever and ever," &c. (Heb. i. 1-10). And
the beloved John bears ample testimony to tho same truth; he says,
sweetly and experimentally, "And "l\e know that the Son of Gael is come,
andhath given us an understanding, that we may know Him that is true,
and we are in Him that is true, even in His Son Jesus Christ. l'his 1'8
the true God, and eternal life" (1 John. v. 20). And if we turn to the
Revelation which he had on the Isle of Patmos, why it is full of the Godhead of Christ; as, for instance, "I am alive for evermore." And, again,
referring to those powers that should make war with the Lamb, he says,
" And the Lamb shall overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, and King
of kings" (Rev. xvii. 14). And thus as, in the beginning of our subject,
we showed His Godhead from the first chapter in Genesis, so may we
conclude with equal proof of it from the last chapter in Revelation,
wherein it is asserted concerning Him, "I am Alpha and Omega, the
beginning and the end, the fu'st and the last" (Rev. =ii. 13); which
language we can understand to mean only, I am God.
.
Thus have we endeavoured to draw, from the EaCl'ed Scriptures proof of
., If our readers should desire to pursue this part of our subject, we would refer them to
our" Wayside Notes" in October, 1865, number of this Maga7.iue.
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the Deity of our deal' Redeemer; each point we have been compelled to
deal with very briefly-they might be extended a hundredfold; but we
must not leave the subject without naming three other conclusive evidences, viz. : 1. As God, Christ's blood t's called tlte " blood of Gor6."-Mark the words,
and gainsay them who can, "Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and
to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers,
to feed the CHURCH OF GOD, WHICH HE HATH PURCHASED WITH HIS OWN
BLOOD" (Acts xx. 28).
2. As God, Christ promised and sent the Spirit.-" But when the Comforter
is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of
truth, which proceedeth from the Father, He shall testify of me" (John
xv. 26). He hath testified of Christ, especially of His Deity, and to His
testimony we say, Lord, we believe without the shadow of a doubt.
3. As God, He claimed and claims IJivine tuol'ship.- 'When the people
wanted to pay homage to Paul and Barnabas, and when Cornelius fell
down at the feet of Peter to worship him, these servants of the Lord would
not have it, but Jesus always received it; it was His clue. Thomas said,
" My Lord and my Godj" if He had not been, would not Jesus have at once
rebuked him, and bid him gi,e all the honom to God above? And He
still claims it, and woe be to that man who will not give Him His due
On yonder high and eternal tm'one He sits, and, rightly,
"Whate'er Ris Father hath He claims,
His honour, attributes, and names;
He spread the starry skies abroad,
And heaven and earth proclaim Him God."
Have we not, then, wTitten sufficient to show that our deal' Redeemer
possesses the Divine natme and attributes, and that om position is to
worship Him as Lord of lords and King of kings, God over all, blessed
for eveT? Blessed aTe the, that trust in Him.
In' conclusion, we would "say, while contemplating the foregoing subject,
it has pleased the Lord to lay us low with suffering of body, and we
thought, Now what should we do if Jesus were mere man? Here we are
in perfect weakness and helplessness if we look to God alone. It is all very
well pictming Him as a benign Being who will be gmcious to all His
creatures, when the Scriptmes d'8clare that out of Cm'ist He is a consuming
fire, because He cannot look upon sin. What then can wo do without
a Mediator, and that Mediator the God-man? Blessed be His deal' name,
in clinging to Him I am clinging to Godhead power; I am all weakness,
but He is almighty, and that not merely in Himself, but mighty to save j
I can, then, and will, trust my soul in His keeping,
" Other refuge have I none,
Hangs my helpless soul on Him."
And that man who would try to rob me of this Refuge and Stronghold is
my enemy. We have seen dissenting ministers, in public, shaking hands
with a Socinian minister, and calling him, " Brother." 'IVe must confess
to a weakness, we never could call such an one Brother. No; he that is
an enemy to my dear Redeemer, and who would rob Him of His glory and
dethrone His Deity, He is Christ's enemy, and must be mine. I can pray
for him, that God would have mercy upon him for insulting Cm'ist, but I
can look upon him in no other light than as a minister of Satan, and an
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enemy of my soul; so also do I feel as strongly to~ards those who describe
Jesus as the Son of God, but who seom afraid to set Him forth as God the
Son. No; be it ours, reader, to \1orship Him as 0o-equal with the Father.
Nothing short of these threo points ,rill do, viz.: The sovereign love of
God the Father; the voluntary suretyship of God the Son; the effioacious
grace of God the Spil·it. 0 precious Jesus, be it ours to honour Thee to
the full extent, assured from God's 1,otd that we are commanded to honour
the Son, even as we honour the Father, and to adore Him as over all,
" God blessed for ever," believing His o"n doclaration, that "No man can
come to the Father but by me." Yes, doar Lord,
" In the J ehovah Jesus I confide,
The Father's equal and the sinner's Friend."
Oh, how solemn will be the position of that man who, in the last day of
account, has to answer for the sin of denying the Deity of that 8ayiour
who we are told, "shall come to judge the quick and the dead;" for the
Father judgeth no man, but hath gi,en all judgment to His Son, that all
may honour the Son AS they honour the Father.
"Behold, He cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see Him, and
they also which pierced Him." Then "ill they say to "the mountains and
rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of Him that sitteth on the
throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: for the great day of His wrath
is come; and who shall be able to stand':" while His true believing people,
having nothing to fear, they will exe:Jaim with jubilant delight, "La, this
is our God; we have waited for Him, and He will save us: this is the Lord;
we have waited for Him, wo will be glad and rejoice."
We close these remarks "ith Judo's declaration of the Godhead of our
Saviour: "Now unto Him that is able to keep you from falling, and to
present you faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy.
To the only wise God our Sm;iour, be glOl'y and majesty, dominion and
power, both now and ever. Amen."
G. C.
Bury St. Edmunds.
TREATY WITH l[ADAGASCAlt
having been made in the last" ,Vaysicle Notcs" to this illlpOl·tant treaty of friendship, peace, and commerce between Her Majesty
and the Queen of Madagascar, the following is the clause which concerns
the Christians in that country.
"Art. S.-British subjects in the dominions of her Majesty the Queen of
Madagascar shall be allowed freely to exercise and teach thc Ohristian religion,
and to erect and maintain suitable places of worship. Such places of worship,
with their lands and appurtenances, shall, however, be recognized as the property of the Queen of Madagascar, ,,·ho shall permit them to be applied for
ever to the special purposes for which they shall have been built. They shall,
in the profession, exercise, and teaching of their religion, receive the protection of the Queen and her officers. and shall Dot be persecuted or interfered
with. Her Nhjesty the Queen of lIadagascar, for her fricndship for her
Britannic Majesty, promises to grant full religious liberty to all her subjects,
and not to persecute or molest any subjects or natives of Madagascar on
account of their embracing or exercising the Christian religion. But should
any of her subjects professing Christianity be found guilty of criminal offence,
the action of the law of the land shall not be interfered with."
We are sure that God will blells the Queen of Madagascar for honouring
REFERENCE
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His people, and we may look for a measure of lwosperity not hitherto
enjoyed by that country. For the Lord has declared, "'l'hem that honour
me I will honour."
G. O.

Bury St. Edl71unds.
THE" SAYINGS OF CHRIST."

'.

['Ve have been requested, for the sake of greater permanency, to insert in
the body of the Magazine the remarks on the above subject which appeared
on the cover of the September number.-ED.]
WE have received letters from two of our esteemed correspondents in
reference to a short paper entitlecl "Sayings of Christ," which appeared
in our last number. \Vho the writer was "e cannot say, but he is suspected of Socinianism. No", the view we took of the papor was this, that
in those "Sayings" of His, Ohrist was setting forth the nature of the
position which, as a Son, a Servant, a Substitute, His mediatorial work
entailed upon Him. ,Ve did not suspect-"hich, as far as words go, we
perhaps had ground for doing-that the "Titer seized upon those" Sayings" of Jesus with a vie" of proving from His own mouth His inferioFity
to the Father, aJ;lCl His non-presuming to a unity of essence, and a coeternity and co-equality with the Father and the ever-blessed Spirit. If
by these "Sayings" "S. H." intended to call in question the essential
divinity of OUT Lord Jesus Christ, we altogether repudiate his views, and
here express our unfeigned regret that his signature should ever have
stained the pages of the Gospel j1faga%£ne. The writer who would, as far
as words or mode of expression g'o, sully the namc or caU in question the
essential Godhead of our most glorious Ohrist, shall have no quarter at
our hands. Let him attach himself to the unhappy COLEXSO school if he
pleases, but, in so far as we can prevent, he shall have no place here.
What that school is capable of may be learnt from the specimen given in
our September number, "here that miserable apostate Bishop has unscrupulously omitted the name of Christ in hymn after hymn "here that holy
and blessed name has occurred. "iVhat could more fully prove his inveterate hostility against that sacred name? What afford a better key to his
antagonism, more especially against that part of the precious volume
respecting which it is recorded, in reference to our most blessed Lord, that,
" beginning at Moses and all tho prophets, He expounded unto them in
all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself?" We cannot but
tremble for these despisers of Christ, these disputants of that glorious testimony of the Holy Ghost by the apostle Paul, that" Chri6t Jesus, being
in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal "ith God: but
made Himself of no reputation, and took upon Him the form of a servant,
and "as made in the likeness of men: and being found in fashion as a
man, He humbled Himself, and became obedient unto death, even the
death of the cross. "iVherefore God also hath highly exalted Him, and
given Him a name which is above every name: that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and
things under the earth; and that every tongue should confess that Jesus
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the :Father," "iVhat awaits such
despisers (if grace prevent not) but that awful state of things recorded in
Luke xix. 27-" But those mine enemies, which "ould not that r ISho~ld
reign oyer th!lul, bring hither, and, slay them before me? "
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"The preacher sought t<> find out acceptable words."-EcCL. xii. 10.

"WHAT MUST I DO TO BE SAVED?" OR, THE FREENESS
AND FULNESS Olc SALVATION.
A FRIEND with whom I was conversing had spent eight-and-twenty years
in Ireland, and, from the nature of his calling, had had, I knew, close
and constant intercourse with its people all that time. But very few were
Protestants, nearly the entire population being Romanists. Knowing my
friend to be a thinking, observant-Christian, I asked him whether, during
the lengthened period he had lived among them, he had ever met with
any whom he had reason to hope "Well of, in a spiritual point of view. His
truly humiliating answer "Was, that he had never met with one who seemed
to know anything of the New Birth. And yet these people in their way,
are-and long have been-most devoted and religious. In their fastings,
and their penances, and their prompt and early attendance at mass, and
their confessions, and their prayer-repeatings, and their alms-givings, it
would be scarcely possible to conceive of a more devout people. If this
were acceptable service, surely they, of all people, served God acceptably.
The friend to whom I have referred stated that he had often endeavoured
to prove to these poor blinded devotees that the religion of Jesus was one
of love,. that the "charity" insist~d upon in the tkripture was "love."
He had sought, from time to time, to set before them what the apostle
meant when he said, "Though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor,
and though I give my body to be burned, and have not charity [or love],
it profiteth me nothing." In an after conversation with another friend, ..
this lady remarked, in regard to the devotion and self-denial of these poor
Romanists, "What an example they set us, as Protestants, who, with better
light and purer teaching, were so lifeless and half-hearted! "
As I sat reading the newspaper, after breakfast the next morning', the
servant-maid (a poor simple-minded girl) entered the room. I happened
to be reading aloud a paragraph or two touching upon the cholera. I
noticed how the poor creature quailed at the very mention of "cholera."
It caused my heart to yearn over her, and over the multitudes in common
with her who are ignorant of what it is to have all fear and dread of
death taken away by a faith's personal and precious knowledge and
apprehension of Him who is "the resurrection and the life." It was under
these circumstances, and when at the moment the subject of these ardent
desires for the spiritual well-being of those around me, that my eye
dropped upon the following interesting account of a converted Romanist,
which I quote verbatim from the Episcopalian, an American newspaper at the
time lying before me. Oh, that God might be pleased to make use of this
narrative for the purpose of showing to many poor blinded Romanists the
simplicity, as well as the freeness and fulness, of that salvation which Jesus
completed when on Calvary's cross He exclaimed, "It is finished!" and
gave up the ghost.
THE PEASANT-WOMAN OF VALOIS.

Earnest souls, who can find the happiness you long for only in the peacegiving assurance of the love of God, list.en to my story. Here you will find
no great or heroic achievement narrated, no dramatic scene portrayed. All
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these have lost their charill to ille since I have been taught by Hiill who
judges not as the world judges. I will tell you of the joy of a poor
peasant-woillan, and show you how an untutored mind, base in the eyes of
the world, acquired the most prccious knowledge, and found that glory
which is far above earthly thrones. I count myself favoured to have met
her on earth, and she thanked God for my words. Happy art thou, my
reader, if the Gospel here announced has been received into thy heart, and
has brought forth fruit to the glory of God.
I had been musing on the awful judgment of God in the devastation of
the Yalley of Bagnes, in the canton of Yalois, whither I was going. A
vast glacier, trembling and leaping at the word of the Lord, had dammed
up the course of a torrent, forming a lake contained within walls of ice.
Scientific explorers of the mountains had foretold the wearing away of these
icy barriers, and I asked, "Would the humiliation and prayers of the people
of Bagnes have averted its dooill, as the cry of the people of Nineveh
averted the doom of that city?" Again I asked, " Were the people of that
happy valley more guilty than those of the other valleys in Switzerland?"
"I tell you, Nay," saith the Lord: "but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish."
Terrible indeed was the judgment of the Lord. His hand opened the icy
dyke, and, swift as thought, the river poured down the mountain, overthrowing every obstacle, uprooting the forest, and sweeping man and beast
before its unrelenting torrent, hurrying many souls into the eternity of bliss
01' WOe. "Will the spared remnant of this desolate Talley acknowledge Thy
hand, and even now turn unto Thec ? " I said.
I had crossed St. Beauchier, and was approaching the little bridge below
Bovernier, when I observed an old woman seated by the roadside..
" Please give me something," she said, attempting to rise.
How bitter it must be to the unfortunate, if e,ery feeling be not extinct,
thus to ask, and perhaps only to be refused! You who squander your
riches on frivolities, and comphin if the delicacies which load your tables
are not perfect, imagine what it would be to be clothed in sordid rags and
suffer the pangs of hunger.
"Do not rise, poor woman," I said, " I will sit beside you. I sce you :1re
in distress."
'" I am indeed," she said, drying her eyes with the hem of her go',m; "I
know not what to do next."
Then I saw all the squalor of poverty. Her tall figme was scantily covered
by a ragged woollen dress. Her feet were bare, and one of them was bruised.
Her emaciated countenance bore the traces of long-endured suffcring. A
few white hairs escaped from the rag bound arolmd her head. Beside her
lay a torn rag, containing some fruit and a piece of bread.
" Have you no family?" I asked. "Are you left entiJ:ely alone?"
"My last son died twenty years ago. I lived with his son near Morgue,
but since the day on which God chastened us, he has not been found. His
wife and children retired into the mountains about tru:ee leagues from here;
and, little as I need, I am a burden to them: but it will only be for a
little while."
" A very little while," I repeated; and my heari; "as touched as I thought,
And where will she go when she leaves this world? "Then you do not expect
to live much longer 2"
"No," she said; "I have completed my ninety-fifth year, and soon, very
soon, I shall be called to appear before God."
She sighed deeply as she spoke.
"But, my poor woman, are you prepared to meet the Lord?"
"No, sir, no; and it is the t.hought of that which robs ille of peace."
"Do you seek your salvation, and to escape the wrath to come?"
"Yes, I do," she exclaimed, covering her face with her hands. "I do
wish to go to heaven; but I do not know how."
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"Have you thought of this long?"
"Two years next spring I was with my cows in the mountains. At dusk
a stranger came to our chalet nnd passed the night in it. He spoke of
God and of heaven as if he had been there. He read from a book many
beautiful things about Jesus the Sanour of sinners. Often he addressed
remarks to me. In the night I heard him praying for us all, and especially for me. Toward dawn he departed, and, pressing my hand, said:
'Poor woman, you will soon die. Seek the Saviour. Seek Him till you
find Him.' B is words weigh on my heart. I see that I am a sinner. I
have done everything to obtain peace, but in vain. I am still in distress.
My life has not been worse than that of others; but God is holy, and
looks on the heart. No, I cannot, as I am, enter heaven, and I know not
what to do."
"Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted." This sweet
assurance presented itself vividly to my mind as she spoke. I rejoiced,
and beseeched Him who opened the heart of Lydia, to open the heart of
this poor woman, and said, solemnly: ,. I know what you ought to do-how
you can be freed from your sins, alid obtain a sure entrance into the paradise of God."
~he raised her thin, trcmbling hands, and exclaimed: "Have pity upon
me! have pity on my white hairs, for I must soon go down to the grave!"
"But not before you have found your Saviour, nor before He has given
you His peace. Did not the stranger tell you th8t J csus, the Son of God,
was sent to save you?"
"Yes, hc said much about Him which I have forgotten. I only remember
that there is no other Saviour, and no hope for the sinner cxcept in Him."
"And do you believe, my dear fl'iend, that all this is true, or do you
think that leading a virtuous .life ends to cancel our sins, or to make God
forget them?"
"No, I have given up that idea, dlich I once cheriBhed. Before the
stranger came, I thought myself so holy that God would receive me; but
now I see that I am a great sinner, and cannot repair the evil I have done."
" Have you tried to free yourself from your sins?"
"I think I have done all in my power. From the instant that my eyes
were opened to my sins, I was terrified, and sought to live a better life.
I renounced all my pleasures. I ha,e lived in penance. I have given all
I possessed to the Church and the peor. I have gone on a pilgrimage. I
have recitcd a thousand prayers. at ended every mass, and kept every holy
day. I have read a.nd learned de,out psalms and prayers. Lastly, I have
made a nine days' homage to all the saints. It is all in vain. They tell me
my salvation is secure; they call me a saint. But I have here on my heart a
weight which is intolerable. Oh, if you could only take it away!"
.
"Jesus only can set you free. If you go weary and heavy laden to Hml,
He will give you rest."
" Alas! would He receive me in my sinfulness? How often I would have
gone to Him, but my unworthiness kept me back. Only yesterday I remembered what the stranger said about the prodigal son, and I could'not restrain
my tears. 'Oh,' I"said, 'how happy he must have been in his father's
aI'Ins !'"
" And do you think, deal' friend, that the everlasting arms are less ready to
receive you P"
" ME! But I am not worthy to throw myself into His arms!"
" "Vas the prodigal worthy? If worthiness he needed, where is mercy?"
The poor woman looked at me wistfully. She had not caught my meaning.
Why is it so difficult to the human heart to believe in the love of God? Tell
the sinner to save himself, and he 'Will listen to you. He will not be discouraged by any austerity or sacrifice reql1ired. But preach to him a free
pardon-tell him of the love of God to hinl as a sinner, and of eternal life as
the gift of God through Jesus Christ, and he will not have it so. Ee rejecti5
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the mercy or God, because in his pride he wishes to merit a reward, and not
to receive a favour.
This was her error. She had been taught to believe that the salvation of
man is the work of man. ~ I saw how dim her perception was, and asked:
"Have you never underatoocl why the Son of God came down to earth?"
"Tu save sinners," she replied.
"And do you not know-that for this end He put Himself in the place of
those whom He has redeemed-th;1t He took upon Himself the whole lmr~en
of their sins? From afar He saw men lost in their sin; ::md, with love WhICh
no creatUl"<J can fathom, He took upon Himself their sins, and called down
upon Himself the terrible cm'se, that He might redeem them from the curse."
" Happy are they who belie,e! Yea, they are happy!"
" And this happiness lJlay be yours. Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and
you shall be saved."
"Ab! when will the Sanom' pardon and recei,e me?"
"God says-and His word is infallible-that he that bclieves on the Son of
God hath everlasting life-is pardoned, washed, and made white in the blood
of the Lamb."
"But can it be that the blood which was shed on the cross was for me-for
my sins?"
.• Why not? For whom could such a sacrifice be made but for sinners like
you and me? Since God declares that· he that believeth on Him is justified
from all things,' why do you reject the life-giving assurance, and doubt God's
love ?"
o Gospel of Christ, word of peace and life! Who can testify thy power?
What words could portray the joy of that burdened soul, when her eyes were
opened, and she saw the lo,e of Jesus?
"May I then believe that Jesus has saved me?"
"'Vill you reject His sacrifice for sin?"
" Oh, no; it is too sweet to believe it. my did I not know it before?"
She was silent for some minut€a, amazed and deeply agitated. Then, joining
her hands and weeping profusely, she said: "Then I am saved! Oh, what
news! My heart is relie'ed. What joy is mine!" and she bent her head as
if resting fromlong-proh'acted effort. Her tears fell, while the names, Father,
Jesus, Saviom', were breathed out amidst her sobs. "Then I am saved! Jesus
has given satisfac ion for all my sins on the cross; and I never knew it. My
God! my God! Thon hast had pity on Thy aged creature. Oh, what lovewhat boundless love."
" It seems," she said, addressing me, "as if I had just awakened from sleep.
I feel relieved from a mountain that weighed on my soul. Now I remember
that the stranger said I must be born again, Yes, I am renewed; I belong
wholly to God. Come," she added, rising and taking her stick, " I must go
quickly and repeat om' con,ersation to my granddaughter and her children."
"Yes, go and tell to all what the Saviom' has done for your soul. Testify
that you are a sinner looking for eternal salvation through Jesus Christ, who
loved you, and gave Himself for you. Testify that His blood has washed all
your sins away. Go, my dear friend, and, in the few hours that remain, consecrate yourself wholly to His service, offering to Him Eis own gift, this
refreshed and comforted heart which God has renewed within you this day."
" Amen!" she said. "May the Lord be my Guide, and enlighten me !"
"Behold in what way He will enlighten you," I said, giving her a Testament. " This is the book from which the stranger read to you of Jesus and
His love. All knowledge, all wisdom, all truth, all life, all peace, all joy are
here. I implore God to enable you to understand it clearly!"
She took it in silence, kissed it, and pressed it to her heart. I took her
hand, and, with one more look into her venerable countenancc and teu,rful
eyes, I left her. She called me back, and said, "Shall we see cach other again
in heaven?"
" Yes," I sa~d, " since I f.::l goi"g' tllel'c, Ql1c1 :Y0:1 dso."
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You faithful ministers, who desire to know nothing but Christ, and Him
crucified, "ho are never weary of preaching that eternal salvation is a matter
of gift, and not of tra,ffic-you servants of the living God, and messengers of
celestial grace-yo~ can understand the joy which overflowed my heart. I S:1t
down on the side of the bridge, and "ept for joy. The love of Christ con·
sb-ained me. This proof of thc efficacy of the word, the blessing given to the
discourse of a worthless sinner like me, the quickening of a soul-these
blessings overwhelmed me. The glory of the Lord seemed to envelope me.
"She is saved!" I said to God. ,. Blessed be 'rhy holy n:1me! Be Thou
glorified in these mountains! 0 Jesus! let Thy voice penetrate them. Call
Thy children! Guide this solitary lamb with Thine own hand!"
And she will be guided. She is a daughter of the heavenly kingdom, and
will walk in the light. She will no longer groan Imder the yoke of a law
which she cannot fulfil, nor seek relief where she found only new forms
of oppression. She is " made the righteousness of God in Christ." She will no
more be haunted by terrors of the futuro, for Jesus has been condem,ned for
her, and she has no longer the judgment to fear. Instead of groaning in
despair, her mouth will sing the praises of thc Lamb.
I know that men of little faith, wise men of the day, will say that it is danger.
ous thus to announce to sinners a free salvation without conditions; that it will
build them up in a false security, and encourage them in sin. What objects of
compassion such men are! They do not understand that the knowledge of
Jesus is a knowledge of life and love, and that to receive Him into the heart is
to receive new life. The man that has tl'luy seen Jesus dying on the cross as
his substitute cannot continue to li,e in the sins which crucified the Lord of
glory. If they had seen the old peasam-v.oman of Valois aroused from herlong
slumber, and had seen that face, so l'ffently disfigured and dejected, beaming
with peace and hope; if they had heard her testimony of what God had
taught her, they could not, with all their prejudice, maintain tha t these are
vain illusions which it is imprudent 0 present to the human mind.
Reader, they are the truths of God, and can bring peace to your heart also.
"Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou sha.lt be saved."
ORIGINAL LETTER BY THE hi..TE REV. W. HUNTINGTON.
[The following letter, written y 111'. Huntington to the late Oaptain
Reid, of Oornwall Terrace, Regen" Park, refers to the destruction of his
chapel. It has been kindly len to us by Richard Knight, Esq., of
Oamden Town.-ED.J
June 17, 1810.

FRIEND,-As our days are, so is 0UI' strength to be. This is the
promise of the Almighty, and. I set to my seal that God is true. When
my hope was in its infant state, and faith feeble, the least trial overwhelmed me, my comforts fled, my fears and sorrows returned upon me,
and :my profession gave up the ghost. But deep £ighs and bitter cries
moved the bowels of the Lord's rr:ercy again, and again He retmned, and
set me upon my feet again, and I wus some years learning to walk, taken
by the hand, and taught to go (Hosea xi. 3). But walking by faith, and
not by sigbt, is very puzzling to human reason; and I learnt it by perpetual disciplin:e, which has brought me in some small degree to endure
hardness, as a very indifferent soldier of Ohrist Jesus (2 Tim. ii. 3). In
my military capacity, I have never been very expert in. the use of arms;
but when no longer able to keep the field with sword, shield, and helmet,
yet prayer has enabled me to abide by the standard, so that I have not,
to my knowledge, ever entirely lost a battle, though the victory has often
hung long in doubtful balance. But of all enemies, whether death,
DEAR
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devils, or laws; whether worldlings, professors, impostors, or heretics;
that creature called William Runtington has been the most frightful,
fearful, and formidable enemy to the doctor. God knows I lie not; but
it'is in the light of God's countenance, shining in the face of Ohrist, that
a man sees himself. I have for many years been promoted to the rank of
a serjeant; and I may say that this last kial is the tenth time that I have
been sent upon the FOr..LORN ROPE. But as yet I am not moved: "He
shall not be afraid of evil tidings: his heart is fixed, trusting in the
Lord." I know that I have not one grain, or even a shadow of religion
that is my own; it came out of Ohrist's own fulness into my heart; there.
it wilT abide, in spite of sin, Satan, fire, or "ateI'. 1 Sam. xxx. 1, 2, 3,
and Job. i. 16, came to my mind, when the evil tidings were brought, so
that I felt no weight. It is God's house, and He has made it the birthplace of many, which I doubt not will appear when He writeth up the
people, and declares the place of their birth (Psalm lxxxvii. 4, 5, 6). I
am yet in the dark about this cloudy providence, this being the second or
third time it has been set on fiTe by these floorcloth manufacturers; but
He promises to make darkness light before us, and crooked things straight ;
till then, I must "atch and wait. You need not crave a share in my poor
p~titions-these have been put up both for you and yours; nor do I think
that I should lie if I tell you that I believe they are heard, which you will
in some future period judge of, by the answers given.
Tender my kind respects to your spouse and fi:iends,
And believe me to be yours most affectionately,
THE OOALREAVEr...

MEDITATION VI.
BY A. TRIGGS.

:My soul, in silent meditations sit,
And ponder o'er such solemn scenes as these;
Then ask this question, yea, and ask again,
But was the Chm'ch for ever here to lie,
To perish in her sins, and under law?
Ah, no! The secret will was left untolich'dThe covenant of grace was sure and firm;
The Alehim, the Holy Ones had sworn,
And nothing could revoke their sacred oath;
And so salvation's plan remained the same,
And Alehim from it would never swerve.
.Ab! did not sin and death make way 101' Christ
" The life," as was declar'd by promise sureThe woman's seed that should be born-the JUan
Who should destroy sin, death, and Satan's work?
Yea, magnify the law, and ratify
By blood, the covenant of grace and peaceThe everlasting covenant of life P
o boundless deep of mercy, love, and power,
J ehovah, the Eternal Word, to be
The God Incarnate, the Mediator,
He, the great mystery of godliness,
Emmanuel, God with lls, the God and JYlan.
By this 'tis plain, for what God did create,
The heavens and earth, sun, moon, stars, skies, and man:
To manifest His glory, and to show
The great exceeding riches of His grace.
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Though sin and death are not His creatures made,
Nor did He e'er decree that such should be;
Yet He was not surprised when sin and death
Took place, and all their malady brought in ;
Ah! no; even this shall to His glory tend,
As it shall please His sacred mind and will.
Stop, then, all vain inquiries, 0 my soul,
Let not rash words, as how can these things be?
Escape thy lips; but think of wisdom's ways,
As they are clear revealed in God's own book.
Strive not to comprehend, but to admire
The sacred mysteries of the Holy Three.
These truths made known in testimonies sure,
In all their bearings are set forth to man,
That man might know what else could not be known;
And this is plain, that he who runs may rcad
That there are Persons Three, and these Three One,
In self·existing essence, underiv'd;
And Godhead, fulness, glory, power, and will,
The Holy Ones in unity, one God,
Co-equal and eternal, They, in love,
Alike in essence and in holiness;
And nothing fore nor after can be fvund
In God, the self·existing Holy Three.
There's no perfections to communicate,
Alike in each, fulneEs of Godhead is :
The Father, He is God, and so the Word,
And so God the Eternal Spirit too;
Each is J ehovah, and J eho,ah One,
In the all-glorious Godhead, Alehim.
And Moses saith, " 0 Israel, heal' this truth,
The Lord thy God, He our J ehovah is !"
o sacred deep! not ci.rcumscrib'd by bounds
For man to gra,sp, and so to comprehend
Such mysteries; only believ'd by faith,
And in a conscience pill"e there they are held,
And fellowship with each believers haveJ ehovah, Father, Son, and Spirit, One.

SAORED MAXIMS.
Familiarity with evil is an horrible sin.
,Vhat shall not be reckoned a fa,our to sinners deserving hell ?
There is no true repentance where there is not a putting a"ay of sin.
The promises of Scripture form the only right ground of hope to the
people of God.
If you are Ohrist's, your fu'st and clearest concern will be with the
flock of Ohrist.
God is far too holy to accept the best work of the best man upon
earth without being covered with Ohrist.
If we know anything savingly of the redemption purchased by Olu.'ist,
we shall know it to be a redemption from all iniquity.
There is enough of sin in the best act done by the best man upon
earth, in the best frame of mind, to condemn him to eternal ruin.
Afflictions are more frequently sent to the Lord's people for their
profit, than to His enemies for their punishment.
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OR, WHISPERS FROM THE DYIXG PILLOWS OF GOD'S SERVANTS.

"Mark the perfect man, and behol<l the npright: for the end of that manls peace."-PsALM xxxvii.37.

GRAOE TRIUMPHANT.
DURWG the early part of July, one morning, when sitting at breakfast, we
received a message asking if a young woman in a distant part of our parish
might borrow a bem'est, as she was very ill. We immediately inquired
into the case, and heard that she was a gamekeeper's wife, living in an
isolated house nearly two miles from the village. She was thought to be
sinking away in consumption. During the COUl'se of the day, we saw our
clergyman, and, upon inquiring if he had heard of this Mrs. Walker, he replied, "Oh, yes; I hope you will go to see her, for it is a mostinteresting
case. When visiting her the other day, I said on leaving that I hoped she
would let me know if there was anything I could send her. She replied,
, Oh, sir, I long to be more filled with the Spirit.' "
In the evening we <hove to see her, and WeTe gTeatly delighted to find
one most deeply and sweetly taught of the Lord. She was evidently quite
young, but in the last stage of consumption. There was a gentleness and
refinement about her manner and appearance which are uncommon, and,
though apparently suffering much from her cough and breathlessness, the
beaming expression on her countenance, and the brightness that kincUed
in her eye at the mention of Jesus and His work, were quite remarkable.
Upon inquiry I found that she came from Oxfordshire, that her husband
had not long had this appointment of gamekeeper, but that since she had
arrived at this lonely house, she had scarcely been able to leave her bed.
She told me that she had been more or less ill for more than two years, and
that at one time she received great benefit from being at the Brompton
Hospital for Oonsumption. She was sent there through the kindness of
Lady M. F--, in whose family her husband was at that time as gamekeeper. After this she had a little boy, but he was very delicate from his
birth, and, though he lived a few months, sufficiently long to become very
endeared to her, he "died in February last. She said that at times she was
enabled to rejoice that the Lord had taken Him from the evil to come.
She told me that she had a praying mother still living, who had passed
through deep tribulation, having been long left a widow, and had four
daughters taken from her in consumption. Mrs. Walker said that when a
girl at home, of thirteen years of age, she read a work by a Mr. Westl on
the sufferings of Ohrist, which produced in her heart great compunction for
sin; and these impressions were never erased to her dying day.
I read to her Psalm xxiii., and, upon making a remark what an unspeakable blessing it was to be enabled by the teaching of the Spirit to
say, "The Lord is my Shepherd," she said, with such a bright look, "I
think I have beenmade truly to feel it, and to enter fully into that hymn,
" , Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee,' &c."
She also remarked that the Lord was true to His word, and, although shut
out from many outward means of grace, He did not suffer her to want, but
led her into the green pastures of His word, and often caused her there
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both to feed and to rest. We spoke a little of the Song of~Bolomon, i. 7,
and Jeremiah 1. 6, and that, though we have had such continual cause to
mourn over our proneness to depart from our resting-place, yet we could
often say with the Psalmist David, "Return unto thy rest, 0 my soul;
for the Lord hathdealt bountifully with thee" (Psalm cxvi. 7).
1 truly felt it good to be in the chamber of this young woman, for, as
face answereth to face in water, so doth the heart of man to man, and
though much was not said, there was an untold echo from heart" to heart
which gave a feeling of union and communion; and, leaving this lonely
cottage, I truly realized that it was an " habitation of the mighty God of
Jacob." It was most manifest that the Lord had been there, quickening
that heart by His Spirit, renewing it by His grace, and now" perfecting
the work of His own hands."
I was only once again privileged to visit this dear child of God, when I
took a clergyman who was staying with us to see her. He read and
prayed with her, and she made some very touching and sweet remarks.
As we were leaving the room, she said how at times Satan harassed her,
told her how she had been deceiving herself, and that the work in her soul
was not real; but she often felt that, if she perished, she must perish
clinging to the cross of Christ. She quoted a verse of that hymn,

..

"Just as I am, without one plea,
But that Thy blood was shed for me,
And that Thou bidst me come to Thee,
o Lamb of God, I come."
After this time I was confined to the house, but I heard many more
particulars of Mrs. Walker from our scripture reader, who visited her
almost daily as long as she lived. Re noted down many of the remarl>:s
she had made, on his return home each day, and therefore a faithful record
has been kept of some of her sayings, which we trust may prove a help
and comfort to some of the tried and tempted children of God. At times
she would refer to the blessing she had found it to be trained and brought
up by godly parents; for, though grace is not hereditary, Mrs. Walker's
parents felt it to be their duty, both by precept and example, to use their
influence over their children in showing them the importance of reading
God's word, and also attending the outward means of grace in the public
ministry of that word. This was accompanied by prayer that the God of
all grace would remember them with the favour He bears to His own
people, at the same realizing the truth of the Apostle's words, "Paul may
plant, and Apollos water; but God alone can give the increase."
If ever the prayers of parents were answored, the following particulars
will show that this has been especially so in this case, and that in early
life.
We referred before to the book Mrs. Walker was led to read when only
thirteen years of age, but, though from that time she was under some conviction of sin, and many serious impressions, she never seems to have been
fully brought into the state of the publican till after her marriage, a few
years ago, when one night, pondering over the death of Christ and His
sufferings, as described in the above-mentioned book, it was brought home
to her conscience with melting power. She then saw the goodness of God
to be infinite in not sending her to hell in her sins. The Lord then not
only gave her godly sorrow for sip., but also by the Spirit wrought faith in
her soul to embrace the Lord Jesus as her Saviour. Since then she has

I

'-l

November 1, 1866.J

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

587

had her bright days, but also days of darkness and trial. During her
illness, for some months she was unable to attend the public means of
grace, but found much enjoyment in God's precious word at home, when
it was opened and applied to her by the Holy Spirit.
'When we first made acquaintance with Mrs. ,Valker, our scripture
reader was away from home; but on his return, he began almost daily
visiting her, when the following conversations took place:July 18th.-Visited Mrs. ,Valker, ,Vilford Hill. Found her in a very
weak state of health. Mrs. Walker told me that the doctor had said to
her, the day before, that she would not live a fortnight. Read a portion
of Scripture to her, and then, by various pointed questions, put in a kind,
homely way, endeavoured to ascertain the true state of her mind. The
following were some of the questions proposed, and Mrs. Walker's answers.
" Since your doctor gave you to understand that, in all human probability,
you cannot live another month, what are your prospects for the future?"
She replied, "I hope I can say 'Bright!' I trust I can say, 'I love
Jesus:' and if I love Him, it is because He first loved me." "Do you
know what the Scriptures say with regard to the heart of man?" "Yes,"
she replied, "the Lord says, 'The heart of man is deceitful above all
things, and desperately wicked,' &c. (Jer. xvii. 9). And is it not so?
Mine is as bad as it can be; but it is a great mercy that I have One to
plead for me, who pleads the good, and leaves the bad." I said, "Do you
mean the Lord Jesus Ohrist pleads what He finds good in you, and leaves
your bad?" "No, sir; He pleads His own good, and leaves my good,
which is altogether bad; and He always prevails, and I have the
blessings."
July 21st.-Found Mrs. Walker considerably weaker to-day. She said,
"I trust I can say, 'Although the outward man is decaying, the inward
man is being renewed from day to day.' Oh, how much I owe to grace!
grace has brought me thus far, and grace will carry me to the end; and
the devil knows it, although he upbraids me so sorely on account of my
sins."
The next time I called upon Mrs. Walker, found her about the same in
body, but very much dejected in spirit. I asked the cause of it. She said,
"I have had a very restless night; not on account of any great change in
my bodily strength, but from many wicked insinuations from Satan. The
whole of the night I have been tossed about through his fiery darts. It
has been a dark, painful time to me. 'Heaviness may endure for a
night, bnt joy cometh in the morning.' I am now enjoying a more peaceful and happy state of mind. Jesus is my Deliverer. Satan is not afraid
of me, bnt as soon as J esns says to me, 'Fear not, I have redeemed thee,'
Satan, in his turn, trembles, and leaves me alone. Jesus and His blood
is more than Satan can endure. Oh, how sweet is the peace which Jesus
gives! none can give peace like Jesus! '.'
July 30th.-" You are still in the flesh, Mrs. Walker?" She replied,
"Yes; and' hitherto the Lord hath helped me.' I feel rather low this
morning; yet I feel, had I strength, I could sing a song of praise to Jesus;
but He takes the will for the deed: 'He will not break the bruised reed,
nor quench the smoking flax.' He will not despise the desire of my soul.
How sweet to have the Lord for my teacher!" I then read part of the
eighth chapter of the Hebrews, and made a few remarks on the eighth
verse: "Jesus Ohrist, the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever."
"Yes," replied Mrs. Walker, "Jesus is the same everyday, and throughx x 2

588

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

[November 1, 1866.

put every day, but I am not; I change frequently daily. Sometimes I
can say, 'I do love Jesus;' at other times my heart seems so hard, th~t I
think there is not a spark of love in it, and I dare not say I love HIm;
but the Lord knows I want to love Him, and He'll not despise the
desire of my soul. The Lord is very kind. He changeth not; it is not
His nature to change : " , Behind a frowning providence
He hides a smiling face.'
I am confident of this, that He that hath begun a good work in me, will
hold me fast to the end; and I need it, or I should often run from Him."
Prayed with her, and in my prayer was led to supplicate for her husband
and sister, in which Mrs. Walker joined most earnestly, which seemed,
for a time, quite to overcome the feelings of her sister.
August 6th.-On entering Mrs. Walker's room, I soon perceived a more
deathlike appearance in her features. She said, "I feel almost too weak
to speak this morning; but come near and read the sweet words of Scripture to me-the word of my God." I begged of her not to talk, as she
was not able. "Oh," she said, "I find so much sweetness in speaking of
my'Saviour, that I seem to forget my weakness. And you know, sir, I
shall soon have done talking here; and, when I am at home with Jesus, I
shall have no time then to speak to any other person, unless Jesus desires
it." I said, "Tell me, Mrs. Walker, what led you to lay so much
emphasis on the word the, when you desired me to read to you a portion of
Scripture? " She replied, "It is sweeter to my taste than honey, and
more precious than the most costly jewel, when brought home to my soul
by the good Spirit; and oh, how solemn and sweet when the Lord speaks
to me through His word! He opens mine ears to hear His word, and
mine heart to receive it and love it; it is then I feel' He has brought me
into His banqueting-house, and His banner over me is love.''' I then
read part of the twenty-second chapter of the Revelation, and, as the
Lord enabled me, made a few remarks on each verse, but especially
dwelling on the eleventh verse: "He that is unjust, let him be unjust
still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is righteous,
let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still."
"Oh," she said, "I am black-as black as I can be-in myself; but not
in Jesus!" She then referred me to, and asked me to read, the first and
second verses of the second chapter of St. Paul's Epistle to the Ephesians,
remarking that was her state and case before the Spirit brought life to
her soul. Then, lifting up her hands, she exclaimed, "What should I do
if I had to save myself? but, I thank God, the work is done-and done
well-and therefore it is not of man's works; and what a cause for joy it
is not, or there would be no hope for sinners like me. By grace I am
saved; it is the Lord's doing, and it is very marvellous in mine eyes.
I'll give Him the glory." She then asked me to find the following
passages, and read them to her-part of the twenty-fifth, twenty-sixth,
and twenty-seventh verses of the fifth chapter of the Ephesians. " Now,"
she said, "if I am in Jesus, I am a member of that Ohurch, and, though
vile in myself,
" , Vile, I to the Fountain fly,'
and am washed in His blood, and am righteous in His righteousness;
so will it not be said of me, 'Let her be righteous still.''' I then said,
"You have no fear about your interest in Ohrist."
She replied, "I am
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a sinner-none greater; the devil tells me so very frequently-so that he
can speak the truth sometimes; but then he forgets to tell me-wilfully
forgets, for he well knows-that such as me, who are sick of sin, Jesus
came to save. I have made up my mind, the Lord being my helper, to
cling to the cross of Christ; and if I perish, it shall be clinging to His
cross!" Then Mrs. Walker repeated, very earnestly, and with much
feeling" Jesus, Lover of my soul,
" Hide me, 0 my SaviolU', hide,
Let me to Thy bosom fly;
Till the storm of life is past;
While the nearer waters roll,
Safe into the haven guide,
While the tempest still is high.
Oh, receive my soul at last."

August lOth.-I could perceive no change in Mrs. Walker this morning,
though she said she felt rather weaker than when I last saw her. I read
part of the first chapter of the Ephesians, and commented upon the
seventh verse: "In whom we have redem,ption through His blood, the
forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace." She said,
"That is what poor sinners have to look to: there is my hope. The
Spirit takes of the things of Christ, and reveals them unto me; and I
never knew what the forgiveness of sins was, until I found the load of sin
removed from my weary soul. I now know what Jesus means when He
says, 'My peace I give unto you.' I should have no peace but the hypoCl'ite's peace without the blood of Jesus; and I should have no peace,
without the Holy Spirit applying the blood to my soul, which meets all
my necessities." She then repeated the following precious words:"Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness
My beauty are, my glorious dress;
Midst flaming worlds in these arrayed,
With joy shall I lift up my head."
I prayed with her, and then prepared for leaving; which, on her perceiving, she said, "Mr. 0--, you will soon have done parting with
me. A few more pains, a few more conflicts, and then-and then,"
she repeated, "I shall be at home, to go no more out. Oh, let me not
be impatient, but wait the Lord's time: My desire is to lie passive in His
hands, saying, 'Father, Thy will be done.' "
August l3t/i.-Was not surprised to find Mrs. Walker much worse this
morning. On my entering her room, she said to me, "I thought I should
not have been living now, for I was almost choked with coughing a few
hours ago. Altogether I have had a very restless night. Satan has been
like a roaring lion; he has indeed distressed my poor soul; he's made
me tremble until the perspiration started from every pore of my body; he
has been telling me that I am a vile hypocrite, but the Lord knows better
than that. And oh, I found it to be an unspeakable privilege amidst it
all, to be able to call God, Father, and to tell my heavenly Father what
Satan said to me. The devil's great object in tempting me so sorely, now
I am so weak, is to cause me to distrust my Saviour; but oh, I am willing
to suffer anything rather than do that! It grieves me so to distrust my
dearest Friend after all His love to me. I am sure, sir, that you know that
the devil is no myth; he would be more than a match for me alone. He
would overcome me, were it not for the answers to the prayers which he,
by his most wicked temptations, wrings from my heart. Oh, what a mercy
to have the Spirit to intercede for me at such times! The devil defeats
himself; he thinks he will overcome me by his darts, which he thrusts right
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sore at me, with fiendish compassion. But, blessed be my God, He comes
to-my rescue. He is a present help in every time of trouble. The Lord,
I am sure, will never leave me, nor forsake me. My greatest grief is that
I too frequently give the devil ground for tempting me. My hard, unfeeling heart is too ready to listen to his evil reasonings and suggestions.
The Lord deliver me from self-deception. I feel I am a very wicked
woman-there cannot be a worse; but I'll.cling to the cross, wicked, helpless as I am: live or die, I'll cling to the cross, and if I perish, I perish.
Lord, let me love Thee; let me lie composedly in Thy hands, saying,
'Thy will be done.' Are you going, Mr. O--? Good-bye; come
again soon."
August 15th.-Found Mrs. Walker weaker this morning. She is going
the way of all the earth, fast to her grave; but she can sing, "0 death,
where is thy sting? 0 grave, where is thy victory?" &c. Read part of
the fourteenth chapter of St. John's Gospel, and dwelt a short time upon
the sixteenth verse; "And I will pray the Father, and He shall give you
another Comforter, that He may abide with you for ever." She said, "I
could not say Father, but by the Spirit. Oh, is it not a great thing to say,
, My Father?' Sometimes I almost tremble to say it, and dare not say,
'My Father;' but the Spirit takes of the precious things of Christ, and
reveals them unto me: and when He shows me what I am in Christ, then
I can say, 'My Father and my all.' "
August 16th.~Found Mrs. -Walker very feeble. She said, "Oh, I have
experienced great hardness of unbelief of heart since yesterday! I have
been for hours and not able to open my lips either in praise or in prayer.
My soul has been full of grief, and I could not give vent to my feelings
in any way; my heart felt so callous. At last it was a relief to my feelings to be able to cry out, with St. Paul, '" 0 wretched man that I am! "
o my hard unfeeling heart! ' But, blessed be my dear Lord, He does not
despise the sorrowful sighing of the poor. If ever I was poor in spirit, it
must have been at this time, when the Lord, in His own good time, gave
me that portion as my own, 'There is therefore now no condemnation to
them which are in Christ Jesus.' Looking unto Jesus, I found in Him
my rest."
I read part of the thirty-ninth Psalm to her, and made a
few homely remarks upon what I read. Her spirit revived much during
the reading and the conversation. She said in the course of our conversation, "What could I do without Jesus? What could I do without the
blessed Spirit? My heart panteth after God; my soullongeth for Him."
After a little more conversation I prayed with her, and then, taking my
leave of her, expressing to her a desire that she might be kept looking
to Jesus, she replied, "That is my great desire; and if, "hen you come
again, Mr. 0--, you find my spirit is gone, you know it will be home."
"Yes;" I said, '" Absent from the body, present with the Lord.''' She
then added, with heaven beaming in her countenance, "To go up higher,
to be with Jesus, is all I want; yes, it is all I want. I want no more; I
want no more."
August 17th.-On entering Mrs. W.alker's room, she called out, "You
see, Mr. 0--, I am still in the flesh; the Lord's thoughts are not as our_
thoughts. I thought when you were here the other day that I should
have been in heaven ere this. I fear I have been very impatient to be
gone. Had it been the Lord's will, I should now have been with Him;
but it was not His will, and I feel that had I-could I-have gone to
heaven before the I"ord's time, they could not have done with me there,
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and I should not have been happy. The Lord's time is the best time.
When He says, 'Come up higher,' I'll take my wings, and go. And I
know Jesus will be in readiness to welcome me at heaven's gate; and then
oh, I'll sing as I have never done before, 'Worthy is the Lamb!' The
Lord will not take me there until I can say, as He would have me say,
'Thy will be done;' and that will be when my soul is so full of heaven,
as to be no longer fit for earth. Oh, yes, when He says, 'Come up
higher,' my will will be His will, and His will mine, so completely in
unison that they will be one." I said, "I suppose you still have your
fears as to your really being on your way heavenwards?" She replied,
"I have many groJ.!-lldless fears, which spring from my evil heart; and
sometimes I have fear. Have had this day much to do with the reasonings of my carnal heart. Tossed about and troubled, I find no rest but
at the cross: when I am there I can ask, 'Who shall lay anything to the
charge of God's elect? It is Christ that died; yea rather, that is risen
again.' Oh, Mr. 0--, I can sing,
" , Why those fears? behold, 'tis Jesus
Holds the helm, and guides the ship!
Spread the sails, and catch the breezes
Sent to waft us through the deep,
To the regions
Where the mourners cease to weep.'

-'

Oh, who can tell what salvation is? I can tell of some of its joys. I
am saved! What a wonder! It is Jesus: and it is like Him; just like
Him; like His love and pity to save me, unworthy me." I then said,
" Shall I read one of the Psalms of David to you?" She said, "Yes, do;
and I will praise David's God with you, for I feel that I can say, 'He is my
Father and my God." Read the twenty-seventh Psalm, and then engaged in
prayer. On rising from my knees, :M:rs. Walker said, "It is sweet to wait
on the Lord. 0 my Lord, who once so patiently bore so much for me,
keep me quiet, patient, submissive, thankful."
On my next visit, found Mrs. ,Valker in a dying state, breathing with
great difficulty. She said her time now was very short, but not too short.
"I am waiting the Lord's good time. My head aches, I cannot live long.
Oh, how good' the Lo.rd is to me! I am so happy. I can thank God in
affliction. My last days are my happiest days. Nothing is too hard for
the Lord: He can support and comfort His children in any state, and
cause them to rejoice in His love. I cannot tell you what the Lord has
done for me. He's brought me out of the horrible pit, and set me on the
Rock, on the immoveable Rock of Ages. 0 precious Saviour! more
precious every day." I said, "You find that sweet passage I leave with
you daily, daily flllfilled in your soul's experience?" " Oh, yes;" she
smilingly replied, "Jesus is 'the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever. '" I
said, "Such a passage will support you in death." "Yes," she replied,
"living or dying, Jesus is all I want. I am so happy." ,,'What makes
you so happy?" I asked. She replied, "You know the secret." I said,
" To have Jesus in our hearts, is to have heaven there." "Oh," she said
again, "I have a little heaven below. Oh the love of J esns, who can
measure it, who can describe it? "Vho but Jesus, who bllt Jesus would
have loved and saved a vile woman, a worm like me? Jesus has loved
me, and does love'me, and He's washed my soul in His precious blood,
and decked me in His own best robe. Oh, what peace! 'fhis poor weak
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body cannot contain this spirit much longer: 1 am only waiting for wings
to flyaway."
From this time Mrs. Walker grew worse very fast, and throughout the
Sunday was in a dying state. 1 saw her between foUl' and five o'dock on
Sunday evening, and, before parting with her, had most delightful conversation about her near approach to eternity. She was becoming quite
exhausted, so 1 begged of her not to talk, and 1 would give her another
proof of the love of Jesus, and how He makes the feeblest instruments to
promote His own glory, and to enhance the comfort of His own dear
people. "You remember saying to me the other day, when spe.aking of the
probability of your spirit having taken its flight ere 1 saw you again, that
God's thoughts were not as our thDughts. When you were permitted to see
me again afterwards, you will remember also saying, that, could you
have gone to heaven before the Lord's time, you would not have been
happy." "1 do remember it!' "1 told Mr. S.. - of your remarks, and he
desired me to say to you that they had done him more good, than if b,e had
heard twenty sermons." On hearing this, Ml·s. VtTalker threw up her hands,
and said, "Oh, Mr. 0--- , I don't know how to express my feelings. 1
cannot find words to express my gratitude, that a word spoken by me
should have been blessed to anyone. Should you again see Mr. S--,
please say, Let us not rob God of His glory, give Him all the glory,
, Not unto us, 0 Lord, not unto us, but unto Thy name give glory, for
Thy mercy,and for Thy truth's sake.' "
1 now prepared to leave Mrs. Walker; and it proved to be the last time
1 was to see her alive. Turning towards her, and leaning over the bed to
speak, I said, "Should I not see you again, Mrs. Walker, my prayer is
that the grace of the Lord Jesus Cllrist may be with yoUl' spirit for ever."
Fixing her eyes upon roe steadfastly, she said, "And with your spirit."
I left her with peace, and joy, and love, beaming in her countenance,
enjoying in her soul a sweet foretaste of that full peace which in a few
hours afterwards she was to enter into, and for which she had quietly,
believingly, and patiently waited.
Augttst 20th.-I went up to Mrs. \\alker's house as usual, although 1 had
heard she was no more, but 1 thought the Lord might give me a word
of comfort to her sorrowing sister, as well as to obtain particulars of Mrs.
Walker's end. She died about two o'clock this morning, and, from the
time I left her yesterday up to her death, she had unbroken peace, frequently exclaiming during the evening to her sister, "1 am so happy,
dear sister; 1 must die, I must die; I must take my wings, and go to
Jesus." About an hour before she died, she said to her sister, "Oh, sister,
1 am breathing very nicely now; lie down by me, that's a dear." The
sister did so, and, having her face turned towards her sister, she perceived
the perspiration running down her face. She asked if she might wipe it
for her. " No, dear," replied Mrs. vValker, then she wiped it herself.
Mrs. Walker seemed to be quite free from pain. The sister dosed for
about half an haUl', and, on waking up and looking at Mrs
alker, per~
ceived she did not breathe; she then touched her, and found her warm,
but dead. Her hands were clasped on her chest as if she had died in that
attitude of prayer. The sister thinks she must have died without either .
a struggle or a groan. She is now gone from earth for ever; Jesus has
called her up higher, having made her" meet to be a partaker of the inheritance of the saints in light." Grace with her spirit has ended with
glory to her spirit. " Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord." She
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has joined the glorious company of the Apostles and prophets, and the
noble army of martys, in glory everlasting. Oh, may we have grace to love
Jesus aB she loved Him, that, when we come to die, we may die the death
of the righteous, and our last end be like hers!
A few days after the death of Mrs. Walker, the following letter was
received from her mother;"Thame, August 26, 1866.
"DEAR SIR,-ln answer to your kind and welcome letter, I hardly
know how to express my gratitnde to you for your great kindness and
attention to my poor afflicted daughter. I have no doubt of her happiness. I am sorely grieved that it was not in my power to see her once
more on earth; but I hope some day to meet her in the realms of bliss.
I call her poor, but she is rich to all eternity. Blessed be the name of
the Lord for taking her out of a world of trouble and pain.
"My daughter from her youth has been a very thoughtful, amiable,
and feeling girl. She never gave me an hour's trouble in her life. She
was always fond of her Sabbath school, and ah,ays ready to att~:md the
preaching of God's word. She was never fond of gay companions; never
was more pleased than when she could meet with a few Christians to
converse with. Thame was her native place; her father was a builder
by trade, but suffered from the same complaint as my daughter. He
died after a long illness, and left me with nine dear children. My
daughter, Mrs. vValker, after the death of her father, went out to service,
and was much beloved and respected in every si uation she filled. Mter
the death of my eldest daughter, she took to her business as a bonnet and
dress maker, to help thE' rest of her family, and never thought the day too
long to gain a living for us. Since I lost my husband I have lost five of
my daughters, with a good hope through the precious blood of Jesus.
"From yam' most obedient,
"MRS. BONNER."
THE COMING STORM.
storm is coming,
By God was Noah warned
I see the signs appear,
Of things not seen as yet;
'Tis in the distance looming,
'Twas not by Noah scorned,
Alas! 'tis drawing near:
His faith believed it:
Iniquity's abounding,
To most it seemed a fable,
The world gets worse and worse,
Though time soon proved it true,
And I, as God enable,
God's trumpet now is sounding,
And soon will come the curse.
The coming storm would show.
Atheism is increasing,
This storm of heaven's sending
'1 he world is all in sport,
Will come as in the night,
True piety's decreasing,
When Christ the Lord descending,
And folly is the forte;
Shall all His foes affright;
But though it seems to tarry,
The heaven and earth all flaming,
The dreadful storm is sure,
Away will quickly pass,
And all creation's framing
God's word cannot miscarry;
And who will then endure?
'Will be one flaming mass.
As sure as God is living,
Then every true believer,
The storm is drawing nigh,
'Whose safety is of grace,
The warning still is giving,
Shall be with Christ for ever,
The millions pass it by.
And see Him face to face:
His Church, for heaven fitted,
To Scriptme I'm appealing,
The truth is there contained,
Shall enter at the door;
It needs no human sealing,
No more shall be admitted,
Its Author is unfeigned.
For" Time shall be no more."

A

DREADFUL

A. H.

594

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

[November 1, 1866.

THE COMING CLIFTON CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE.
23, Berkeley Square, Bristol.

" As by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of
One shall many be made ngMeous."-Ro"1>L v. 19.
" The first man Adam was made a liring soul,. the last Adam was made a
qtticlcening spirit."-l COR. xv. 45.
" A priest fOI' ever after the onter of J1[elcltii!.edek."-PsALM. ex. 4.
"An holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrijices."-l Pet. ii. 5.
BELOVED BRETHREN AND SISTERS IX THE LORD,-It is under a deep
sense of gratitude to a gracious and longsuffering Father, that I am permitted for the fourth time to invite yOll to our annual Conference of
Believers iu Jesus at Clifton. The signs of the times accumulate in our
spiritual horizon-war, pestilence, famine, distress of nations, perplexity of
ruling powers, overturn of dynasties, financial embarrassments, critical
aspect of the great apostacy, gathering clouds at home; these, and other
signal indications of the coming struggle, warn the true followers and
expectants of the great King;, that the time for united prayer, continual
counsel, and encouragement, and the tightening of the bonds that hold
them together, is fully come. The multiplication of these Christian Conferences throughout the land is itself a sign of the times. The Lord has
shown to His servants what they should do on the eve of His coming;
their strength is their recognition of His Headship; their privilege is their
gathering together in Him. We ha,e felt at each of our Conferences that
He was in our midst, and the source of our enjoyment there, was His
presence and influence. I thank God for the positive good which many
have received under this inspiration. I bless His name that the law of
denominational repulsion was thereby relaxed, and the law of Christian
attraction developed and intensified. To God the Holy Ghost be all the
praise of the sweet and hallowed intercourse which believers from various
parts of the country enjoyed with each other. The Prince of Peace interfered to avert from us all cause of disturbance, and to our Father be
ascribed the glory of that recognition of filial relationship that added such
a charm to the exercise of prayer and praise. The Lord's people in this
locality are increasingly sensible of the ,alue of these gatherings, and of
the opportunities which they afford 101' meeting in the flesh many of God's
chosen ones with whom they expect to spend a blessed eternity, and,," ho,
but for su<:h occasions, they would not kno,," by face now. They therefore hail
the coming anniversary with joy, and are prepared to give a cordial "Welcome
to their dear brethren and sisters from other places, who may be led hither
by the constraining influence of lo,e to Christ and His cause, and
acknowledged brotherhood with His people, without reference to earthly
titles or forms of distinction. We, here, hope as usual to be much in communion with our God on the subject of the approaching Conference. We
earnestly commend it to the prayerflli interest of our dear friends at a
distance. It is in the spirit of prayer "We would prepare for, conduct, and
conclude our meetings, and we doubt not that He who has so manifestly
responded to us hitherto, will hear and bless us now. It is proposed, with
the Lord's gracious permission, to hold the Conference at the Victoria
Rooms, Clifton, on Tuesday and ,Vednesday, the 6th and 7th of
November, 1866.
The subjects suggested for consideration are: "The Two Adams, and
their respective Headships." " The Priesthood of Jesus, and that of His
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People." Hospitality will be provided for those friends at a distance who
will kindly signify to me, on or before Saturday, October 27, their intention to be present at the Conference, and their need of accommodation
during their 8tay.
I am, beloved friends,
Yours affectionately, in our new Adam and Great
High Priest, the Lord Jesus Christ,

INALKER,
Reotor of St. Mary-le-port, Bristol.

SAMUEL ABRAHAM

The Conference will assemble (D.V.) each day at Eleven o'clock, a.m.,
and at Seven p.m. Dinner (for which tickets will be issued during the
Conference) will be provided "ithin the building at half-past one o'olock,
and tea at five. Intervals between the meetings to be filled up by prayer
meetings, free conversations, &c., under the management of a few brethren,
"ho will kindly make arrangements for parties wishing to hold meetings, &c.
Our local friends are informed that the usual preliminary prayer,meetings "ill be held in the Committee Room of the Victoria Rooms on the
three Friday e,enings preceding the Conference, October 19 and 26, and
Xovember 2, and on Monday evening, November 5; on each occasion at
seven o'clock.

~

.,.

FAREWELL, 1866.
THIS most eventful year is closing fast,
And who can tell bnt this may be the last,
The end of all things surely is at hand,
Gird up yonr loins! ready for conflict stand!
Errors of every shape and name abound,
And Popish lies are placed on holy ground,
God's word is treated with contempt and scorn,
And Zion weeps, foo'saken and forlorn.
The judgments of our God, on every hand,
_
Are scattered through our highly-favouT'd land,
Plague, pestilence, and rain have made us mourn,
And many dear ones from our hearts are torn.
But fear not, Christian, though the mountains shake,
And sinners' heal-ts with fear and trembling quake,
Though all things seem to indicate the encl,
'When Christ in regal glory shall descend.
Go forth with holy joy to m.eet thy King!
Salvation's everlasting song begin,
He comes to claim thee as His ransom'd bride,
And-thou shalt ne'er be sever'd from His side.
Ob, fear not, then, though earth should pass away!
Thou shalt be safe in that momentous day,
Securely sheltere'd by God's mighty power,
And find in Him a strong and mighty Tower.
Our God and Father, let us hear Thy voice,
Oh, bid our fearful hearts in Thee rejoice!
Thou art the smILe, Thy mercy has no end,
In that we would with confidence depend.
E. B. M.
••• To be had post-free of Mrs. Moens, 47, Bath Row, Birminham, 6d. per dozen, or
35. 6d. per hundred.
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<!Lonesuo nbmu.
LETTERS BY THE LATE REV. G. D. DOUDNEY.
TO M1lS. R--, MALVERN.
Plymouth, 29th December, 1851.

My DEAR MAnAM,-Your letter has filled my mind with the greatest
astonishment, and my spirit with an earnest outfiowing of supplication on
behalf of our dear exercislid brother in the Lord. His path has indeed
been a most astonishing one. But he is not alone. There are, here and
there, extraordinary travellers who know what it is to be drunken with the
wine of astonishment. I know one who can fully enter into the meaning
by experience of Psalm Ix. 3, which is also expressed again-in Psalm cvii.
27; and indeed, indeed to be brought to that place is deep, deep feelingto "wrrs' END"-in the utter destruction of every vestige of self-help, is to be
brought to a position in feeling so far below that ordinary plunge of God's
people, that none but a J onah who has been to the" bottom of the mountain" (see Jonah ii.), can understand the true meaning of that cry which
comes from the "betly of hell." How totally absurd are all the rules of
fleshly religionists, when brought to bear on such cases! What could
poor Jonah do? Oould he help himself? Oh, no. It must be the
almighty power of God, which can alone raise a poor sinner from such a
low place as this.
My engagements just now are so pressing, that I must content myself
by sending a little book published a short time since.;" It may be the
Lord will open the glorious secret of His mighty love to our dear brother
in looking over the pages. They came out of the fire, and have been
already blessed to some who are and have been in the fire. I would also
recommend you to obtain for your friend Mr. Hart's hymns. Let him
read his experience at the beginning; he will there see what the riches of
our precious Ohrist's blood can pay. What! the sum too large for His
riches? the case too difficult for His skill? Ah, no! bless Him, He is
God, and able to save to the uttennost. What! Satan carry a man beyond
the reach of His everlasting arms? Bless the Lord, we know He· can
pluck from the belly of hell. I shall hope to hear again.
Yours in a precious Lord,
GEORGE DOUDNEY.
The above was in answer to a letter written to the Editor of the
"Gospel Oottage Lecturer," through reading one of the Lectures on
"The Spirit and the Bride my, Oome," lent by a Miss Thompson, of
Malvern, to be read to a gentleman who was there for his health, and
who was in great soul-trouble. We had no idea who the Editor was, till
his future letters explained all. The correspondence commenced on the
behalf of another, and as a stranger, but ended in being most blessed to
my own soul, and in a friendship that continues to this day (Dec., 1862).
TO MRS. R--, MALVERN.
Plymouth, 13th January, 1852.

My DEAR MADAM,-My engagements are so numerous just now, that I
have not had opportunity to reply to your very kind and most interesting
.. "The Broken Heart," by Rev. G. D. Doudney.
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letters. I must first answer your questions. My brother-in· law, the
Rev. D. A. Doudney, of Bonmahon, is the Editor of the Gospel Maga'1,ine,
and to him I should like to send the letters and copies I have received
from you. I think the case of our deeply-exercised brother might well
be brought before the Church of God through the pages of the Magazine.
I know he would find in the Editor a sympathizing friend, and one who,
like myself, has been, in days that are gone by, through many furnaces
heated seven times hotter than in a general way the Lord's people are
called to pass through. I have more than once walked through London
with my dear brother leaning on my arm, when his soul-agony has been
such, that although I could not speak to him, his bitterness was so excessive, I have not dared to leave him, knowing well that his self-destruction
may have been the result, Both of us I believe have in this respect had
an amount of teaching which enables us to enter quite fully into the
distress of our poor brother; I could not, however, send the letters
without your and his permission.
I am happy to tell you that, through mercy, my health is so far restored,
that I do not need any change. Indeed, I am on Thursday to see the
Bishop of Exetel' respecting the incumbency to which I have been presented, and, from all the peculiar leadings of the Lord in connexion with
the matter, our expecting to settle down here among a people who love
the truth as it is in Jesus, many of whom were hearers of the late
Dr. Hawker. Our distressed brother is in the Lord's strong hand; he is
exactly where Joshua the high priest was seen by Zechal'iah (chap. iii.),
standing a condemned culprit before the Lord, without a plea in self in
arrest of judgment. But he is searching for one apart from the fulnes8 of
Christ,. deeper repentance-a more intense abhorrence of sin, or a something he will never find until the Lord is "pacified towards him." Satan
is now standing at his right hand, to resist him, holding up his filthy rags,
and, self-condemned, Satan cannot say more about their filthiness than he
feels to be true. It is the accuser of the brethren who is constantly suggesting that he has gone too far for mercy; but we rejoice to know such
a thing is impossible. As to those who tell him he ought to believe, they
know not what the exceeding sinfulness of sin is; if they did, they would
know also that truly to beliue that God can be just and yet the Justifier of
such abominations as they see and feel themselves to be, when brought by
the power of the Spirit into the full blaze of the light of God's countenance, is as far beyond the power of the mere carnal heart, as it is beyond
the power of a devil to be holy. Again, on the other hand, our poor
brother is not quite clear respecting the nature of sin. Morality is not
holiness; the highest attainments in mere morals may exist, and I believe
do exist, in those who are farthest off from God by wicked works. The great
secret we have so much difficulty in learning is this, that" whatsoever is
not of faith is sin." Pride turned the devils out of heaven. There is
more sin in the secret workings of the pride of morality than in all the
accumulated guilt of our poor friend put together. Luther says in one of
his sermons, when speaking of Peter, "The Lord often suffers His children
to fall into the hisser sins of murder, adultery, &c., &c., to cure them of
the greater, namely, self-righteousness and pride." These are tremendous expressions, and I confess I should hesitate to use tbem in a pulpit
to a mixed congregation; but they are true. There is no fear of a living
-spiritually-living-sinner taking advantage of tbis, either to indulge or
palliate sin. To such sin is hell: it is the gnawing worm which has, like
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a disease in the marrow, driven him almost mad. Can it be possible that
a man will choose that agony as a plaything which he remembers to have
suffered under the operator's knife, or in the crushing of a bone? People
who do not know what David's v£ew of his own sin was when he wrote the
51st Psalm, are afraid to talk about it, lest it should lead to licentiousness; but ·a Joshua or a Mary, who feel themselves to be five hundred
pence debtors, and who have been brought to that last sinking-point,
" NOTHING to pay," and have then had pardon and forgiveness SEALED
HOME by the Sp£rd upon the£r hearts, by a word spoken as palpably as that
spoken to the poor weeping wretch at the feet of Jesus in proud Simon'shouse, " Thy sins are jiJrg£ven," or as that spoken respecting Joshua, "Is
not this a brand plucked out of the fire?" must ever afterwards be telling
others of the glorious fact in all its fulness and freeness. As to reasoning,
it is useless to reason with our poor brother. The Lord alone can persuade him. We can pray for him; indeed, he never comes on my memory,
but a breathing goes up; but the vision is for an appointed t£me,. in the
end it will speak: but it will' and must tarry till that end or time
appointed come.
In nature, the harvest, the ripening of the fruit, the tarrying of the
birth, must not be hurried. The Lord has fixed times and seasons. So
in grace, we may watch the progress and pray for a blessing; but "He
that believeth shall not make haste." The Lord help our brother-He will
help him
"To wait the seasonable aid,
And, tho' it tarry, wait;
The promise may be long delay'd,
But cannot come too late."
And when it comes, how should I rejoice to be near him, to hear him
sing, "To Him who hath loved us, and washed us from our sins in His
own blood," &c. I am, dear Madam,
Yours in a precious Lord Jesus,
GEORGE DOUDNEY.

';'"

INQLIRY.
To the Edit01' of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-The poem taken from Kent's hymn book, kindly forwarded
by T. M. H., does not, in my opinion, contain the information which your
former correspondent, W. L., desired. The four lines which stand as a
motto, appear to be. a quotation from some oth'er author, and perhaps
some of your readers may be able to say where they are to be found.
I would take the opportunity of putting another query: whether any
of your readers could forwal-d the hvmn, or intimate where it is to be
found, which begins with, or contains 'the following verse : -

" The wells of salvation, how full and how free!
The waters they yield are for sinners like me :
Their streams are perennial-they never run dry;
They give to the thirsty a constant supply."
I saw this verse in a tune-book, and should be glad to have the entire
hymn.-Yours very truly,
A CONSTANT READER.
Kentish Town.

1
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A MORNING WITHOUT CLOUDS.
To the Edito'f of the Gospel Magazine.

DEAlt SIR AND BROTHER IN JEsus,-As the King of saints has (in the
case of our beloved sister Mrs. I. Edmonds) taken to the palace- of God and
of angels another of His royal daughters, her bereaved husband and
family, trusting that a few remarks relative to the Lord's gracious dealings with her in experience, might, if known to the Church of the living
God, prove a comfort, by the blessing of .the eternal Spirit, to some
precious souls under the like discipline, hope if it meets with your approbation to have it inserted in your next month's Gospel Maga;;ine.
She was for thirty years held in soul-bondage~writingbitter things
against herself, and, through fear of death all her lifetime, subject to
bondage. Yet it was very profitable to be in her company. No one could
be with her for five minutes without hearing of a precious Christ; grace
was her theme, Christ her hope, and salvation-sovereign, rich, free, full,
and complete-the only joyful sound she desired to know or hear. Self
was always regarded with deep loathing; her soul's desire was to the
name of the Lord, and her spirit made diligent search-looking, longing,
hoping, panting, sighing, and crying day aud night to know satisfactorily
her interest in Christ, exclaiming" , 'Tis a point I'long to knowOft it causes anxious thoughtDo I love the Lord or no ?
Am I His, or am I not?' "
But sometimes obtaining a little reviving, and being" holpen with a little
help" from the words, "By this we know we have passed from death
unto life, because we love the brethren," she would say, "vVell, I do
know I love the brethren i" but anon, unoer a sense of inbred depravity,
would exclaim, "I am a vile sinner: behold, I am vile." Now this distress of sinnership did not arise from external acts, since it had pleased
the Lord to call her by His grace in early life. Then, with Doubting
Castle doors again closing upon her, she wouJd add, "If He has called
me at all, for I can't date when God began with me. Oh, if I couJd,
what a comfort it wouJd be!" and upon being told that was not needed
to prove life divine, as the cause is known by its effects, a gleam of hope
would again spread over her dejected mind, and she would observe,
" "'VeIl Mr. Irons says in Oile of his hymns" , I cannot tell the time or place,
Or what the means could be;
But this I know, by Jesus' grace,
Though blind I was, I see.'''
The dear Lord blessed those hymns frequently to her souJ, also many of
Watts's, Mr. Hart's, and Kent's. But, amidst all her doubts and fears,
anything short of sound doctrine would grate upon her ears. She wouJd
often say, "Is my sorrow nothing but the sorrow of the world, that
worketh death? No; it is a godly sorrow. ",Vhat could have kept me
so many years longing to be assured of my interest in Him, if it was not
Jesus Himself? It is said that' a book of remembrance was written
before Him for those who feared the Lord, and that thought upon His
name;' I am always thinking upon His name; I do fear the Lord; will
He cast me away at last?" Upon being told that the Lord God of Israel
saith that He hateth putting away, she would again take heart and reply,

•
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"The publican only prayed, 'God, be merciful to me, a sinner,' and I
know I am a sinner, I feel I am a sinner; well, Jesns came into the world
tD save sinners." "Yes," said one standing by, "and He came to save
you; you would not thus feel the plague of your heart, nor would the
devil thus hunt and harass you, if you were one of his; but
"He worries whom he can't devour,
With a malicious joy."
"Then," she remarked, "does not one of the poets say-" 'Let not conscience make you linger,
Nor of fitness fondly dream;
All the fitness He requireth
Is to feel your need of Him' ?
" I do feel my need of Him," she emphatically exclaimed. " Well, then,"
said a loving friend,
" 'This He gives you,
'Tis the Spirit's rising beam.' "
And very freqnently did she say" • I'll hang upon Him while I live,
And trust Him till I die.'
"How good the Lord is to me! how He bears with me! Oh for
patience-that I was more patient! Gather not my soul with sinners.
Will He leave me at last? Oh, I cannot part with Him! He has said
in His word, 'I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.' No, He will not,
if I am one of His. 'If we believe not, He abideth faithful; He cannot
deny Himself.''' And when reading the word of God to her, and
particularly the Psalms and St. John's Gospel, she would suddenly
exclaim, "That's my experience." Indeed, she was not without her
happy moments in the Lord in the early part of her experience, and could
sing"What sacred fountain yonder springs
Up from. the till'one of God,
And all new covenant blessings brir.gs?
'Tis J ssus' precious blood.
" What theme, my 6Oul, shall best employ
Thy harp before thy God,
And make all heaven to ring with joy?
'Tis Jesus' precious blood."
Yet through affliction and the nervous nature of her disorder, she was,
like Hannah, her relative of old, "a woman of a sorrowful spirit," and a
miracle both in body and soul; for her mortal' frame was so wasted,
being confined to her bed for the last two years and a half, and she used
often to say, "He knoweth our frame; He remembereth we are but dust."
But the grace of patience was wonderfully exemplified in her, and a spirit
of consciousness and thankfulness for all that was done for her. Her
daily prayer became increasingly more fervent for patience under the
Lord's hand, and for a manifestation from His loving countenance; and
truly the Lord granted her her request, for, though pressed down with
bodily weakness, and tempted by the arch foe, she used frequently to say,
" He will not put upon me above what I am able to bear, but with every
temptation will make a way for my escape;" adding,
" , Do Thy will, it must be best,
Let me be with patience blest.' "

,
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"'Tis the right way, though dark and rough;
Mysterious, yet 'tis plain enough;
And we, when faith is changed to sight,
Shall know the ways of God were right."
From this we found the "Lord was" clearing the dark sky, and, as life was
fast closing, "and the night far spent," the faithful PromiseI' was
making good His word, "At eventide it shall be light." And upon my
next visiting her I said, "the Lord is gracious and of tender mercies;
He says, 'Who is among you that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the
voice of His servant, that walketh in darkness, and hath no light? let
him trust in the Lord, and stay himself upon his God." "Yes," she
replied, "faith walks in the dark'" Jesus, my God, I know His name,
His name is all my trust ;' "
And I added,
"Nor will He put thy soul to shame,
Nor let thy hope be lost."
Frequently after this, with a sacred calm, as if expostulating with her
own soul, she would say, "Faith walks in the dark." "Hope that is
seen is not hope; for what a man seeth, why doth he yet hope for? but
if we hope for that we see not, then do we with patience wait for it."
And at different times, in a spirit of expectation, "A morning without
clouds!" and frequently adding, " " He says 'tis short, and rest is nigh ;"
and again, "A morning without clouds!' we must die to know it."
Then, "No affliction for the present is joyous, but grievous; but afterward--" and observed, "Does not that' afterward' refer to glory?"
Then a friend said to her, "The Lord is with you in the dark valley."
And another said, "Is it dark now?" She replied, "Not so dark as it
was."
" 'But those who His kindness have felt,
He'll never, no never desert.'''
And the iminutability of Jehovah's love, as expressed in those words, was
a source of comfort to her ever after, as they were always on her lips,
together with the prospect of 'a morning without clouds.' Her beloved
husband said to her, when nearing her Fatherland, "Can I do anything
for you?" She answered, "No." " Do you want anything? " She said,
"I want Christ." Some hours after this, she complained that the enemy
was with very busy with her, when one replied, "But you will come off
conqueror, and more than conqueror, through Him that loved you." At
another time, an affectionate son said, "Can you do without Him now?"
when she returned answer, "I must cease to be, before that can take
place." Then succeeded a long interval, in which nature seemed all but
exhausted; she again revived, and exclaimed, "What a sight!" (as if
having seen somewhat of Stephen's vision), adding, "the struggle is ,over ;
'a morning without clouds.''' And being the Lord's-day, Sept. 2nd, it
was indeed a morning without clouds to her, for, without saying more,
after nature had languished a few hours, she gently fell asleep in the
arms of Jesus, in the 7lst year of her age.
Yours affectionately in the grace covenant of our Triune Jehovah,

R. W.

FRENCH,

Minister of the Gospel, Bedworth.

P.S.-Both myself and dear partner have enjoyed a sweet meeting of
yy
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soul ofttimes in reading your Gospel Magazine, so sound in doctrine,
savoury in experience, and God-glorifying in spirit; the costly odours of
the dear Redeemer's garments, emitted from the myrrh, aloes, and cassia,
are so reviving. The Lord bless thee and thine, "thou son of consolation," in all thy labours of love, and His bleflsing still accompany the
valuable Magazine, so Christ exalting and redolent with the" glorious
gospel of the ever-blessed God."
R. W. F.

THE POWER OF THE WORD.
May 21st, 1866.

" I am poor and needy, yet the Lord thinketh upon me."
My DEAR SISTER IN CHRIST,-I shall not easily forget the sweetness
with which the above words were applied to my heart, about four years
ago. The circumstances were these: Soon after I had first obtained
employment with Mr. 0 - , a man from S - - came to work in the same
garden with me, whose case, in some points, was very similar to my own.
He had lived many years with the principal family in S--, but had then
been discharged; and had applied for and obtained work in the same
garden. But here the similarity ends. I was discharged through afHiction, and the Lord's painful though profitable dealings with me, with a
pension of £10 a year; he was discharged for drunkenness and neglect of
duty, with a pension of £20 a year. ,Vhen I heard these particulars, I
thought, "Ah, that is just like the "World; and no doubt, had I been of the
same stamp with this man, I should have fared as well as he did," forgetting at the moment that the L{)rd makes a difference between the
Egyptians and Israel. It was late one night when I heard the particulars
about this man, and I need not tell you that, if I have a new man, I have
an old one as well, which rose in awful rebellion against what I was
pleased to consider hard, if not unjust, treatment, and many hard
thoughts (though, I am thank:f)ll to say, they did not proceed to words)
against our kind and gracious God, for permitting me to be thus subjected
to such unkind treatment; and I retired to rest in not the very best mood,
I can assure you. But I soon fell asleep, and lost it in forgetfulness. I
rose early the next morning, and, as is my usual custom, I read dear
Hawker's portion from the words at the head of this paper. I shall not
attempt to give you any description of what I thought and felt while
reading this blessed portion of God's word, and what was said upon it:
suffice it to say, my heart was broken all to pieces, and a greater change
did not take place when" God said, Let there be light: and there was
light," than I found in my feelings; and I blessed God that I was situated
as I was, and would not have changed places with this man for all the
world contains. This is having the word applied with power; and, as Mr.
Hart says, when this is the case,
.

" 'Tis then it does me good."
And truly I found it so at this time, and went to my work in better love,
both to God and man, than when I went to bed the night before.
Believe me, yours, in covenant union,
W.H.

•
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A WEEK OR TWO IN IRELAND.
(Contimted ft'om our last.)

Wednesday, Sept. 5.-0n landing last evening, went directly to my dear
friends, Mr. and lIfrs. B--, at Dalkey. Found them at home, and a
hearty welcome. Our friendship commenced when casually meeting in
Scotland, fourteen years ago. These occasional meetings in this vale of
tears are very refreshing. At my dear friend, Mr. B--'s, suggestion,
went, for the first time, to see St. Patrick's Oathedral, and stayed the
service. Some £150,000 have been laid out upon the restoration of this
building, but the heart saddened upon leaving it, at the sight of the misery
and filth and wretchedness which surrounded it. One could scarcely conceive of a greater contrast than that presented by this magnificent structure and the miserable hovels-little, if anything, better than pig-styeswhich occupy the opposite side of one of the streets in particular. Such a
spectacle cannot but strike the mind of a stranger as remarkable, to say
the least; but, as such become familiar with the nature and operations of
Popery, they will know how to account for it. As I have repeatedly
testified, where Romanism is, there is squalor and wretchedness. It is
Ireland's Romanism is Ireland's ruin. Protestanti7.e her, and you will
then, and not until then, see her prosperous.
Oalled upon our dear friend and late parishioner, Miss E--, at the
Mission House of the Irish Church Missions, Townsend Street. Spent an
hour in the boys' school, and heard them examined upon a chapter in
Exodus. Their answering was excellent, and not only given in the very
words of Scripture, but they showed, by the cross-questioning to which
they were subjected, a clear and intelligent grasp of the great subjects
under consideration. When one remembered that these fine-grown, openhearted boys had been cradled in Romanism, one could but be thankful
for what had been achieved, even in this one particular, by the strenuous
effort-s of this society. Within the same building I met a?;ain, as on a
previous occasion, a class of some fifteen to twenty noble-minded young
men, who, under the auspices of the Irish Ohurch Missions, are continually going from street to street, and house to house, and room to
room, through the length and breadth of at least the lower localities of
Dublin, reading and expounding the word of God. These young men,
brought mostly from the provinces, and themselves for most part converts
from Popery, know what the artifices and the J esuitism of Rome are.
They are thoroughly made up in argument, and, with the additional help
of all the shrewdness and sharpness of the Irish character, al'e prepared
to combat and rebut the sophistries of the system in which they were but
too long and (but for Divine mercy) too fatally entangled. If the English
visitor would have proof of this, let him make a point of attending one of
the controversial meetings held under the auspices of the Irish Ohurch
Mission. This society is assuredly doing a great and a good work, both in
Dublin and in Oonnemara. With respect to other parts of Ireland-the
south more particularly-the great need is the mutual sympathy and
strengthening of hands of one convert with another-one family standing
by another family. When one alone comes out of Rome, the persecution
is so great, that (without special and peculiar grace) the poor beset one
cannot resist the pressure brought to bear upon him. It is almost more
than his life is worth, to attempt to stem the torrent. His only security
(as a rule) is in emigration or flight to a more Protestant part of the
Y Y

2

604

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

[November 1,1866.

country. But where (as in Oonnemara) whole families cast oft' their
allegiance to Rome, the case is widely different. Here union is strength.
Visited the aged mother of one of my late parishioners at Bonmahon ;
found her, at upwards of eighty-three (if my memory serves me), with a
mind clear and intelligent. She presented me with a beautiful piece of
work, the produce of her own hands, without the use of spectacles, to
which she has never had occasion to resort. I intend to exhibit this clever
production at the next annual gathering of my dear old parishioners.
Attended my dear friend's chapel at Kingstown in the evening. A
Presbyterian from the North preached. His style is expository. His
testimony was clear, sound, and refreshing. In contrast to the coldness
of (with the exception of three or foUl' worshippers) an empty cathedral, I
found it good to be there. Oh, what is the service of the sanctuary without warmth and zeal and love? I delight in the Litany of the) Ohurch of
England, I rejoice in the amount of Scripture that is apportioned for her
services; but I do love to hear those prayers prayed, and that Scripture read
as though it were the word of God, and not the word of man. The cold and
heartless manner in which our services are too often conducted, and the
miserable and lifeless way in which the lessons are read, is a disgrace to
those who presume to officiate. It was wise indeed of the Bishop of
Rochester to make reading a matter of considerable moment, in regard to
the candidates presenting themselves for ordination.
PENCILLINGS IN THE TRAIN.

Sept. 6.-It is within a few weeks of twenty years since I first travelled
on this line. How new was everything then! All around was strange.
I had come forth at my Lord's bidding. The first drawing to Ireland
had arisen from the application of the word in one of the busy squares of
London, "And he [AbrahamJ went forth, not knowing whither he went."
From that moment, a most peculiar interest in Ireland and its people took
possession of my heart. Many months afterwards, these words were
followed with peculiar power: "I have set before thee an open door, and
no man can shut it." Again, after another interval, most unexpectedly
came the word, "Oertainly I will be with thee." And again, equally by
surprise was I taken by the inquiry, "Have not I commanded thee?"
And then, when the Lord had wrought, by His good providence, in a
most gracious and.merciful way, came a further confu'mation, "Go in this
thy might."
Oh, how appropriate and blessed were these repeated passages-spoken
to the heart by the Holy Ghost from His own most blessed word! How
fear-assuaging was this Spirit-applied language! How sweetly did the
whole soul repose upon a promise-keeping God, as to the future! How
that future, with all its hidden facts and realities, was left, with childlike
confidence, in the Lord's hands; and with what unspeakable peace, satisfaction, and even joy, was my first journey to this previously, to me,
strange land attended! Precious-yea, most precious-has been the
recollection of these circumstances now, on my return for a short season
to these never-to-be-forgotten scenes. They serve to call up to my remembrance the sweet language of Toplady" I muse on the years that are past,
Wherein my defence Thou hast proved;
Nor will Thou abandon at last
A sinner so signally loved."
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Oh, what cause httve I, of all creatures, to bless, praise, and magnify the
great and gracious name of my God in covenant-Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost. What a God has He been to me ! How loving, how tender, how
condescending; how watchful, how faithful, how forbearing, how allsufficient! Well may I exclaim-and with all my heart I do so:" 'This God is the God we adore,
Our faithful, unchangeable Friend;
Whose love is as large as His pow'r ;
And neither knows measure nor end.
" , 'Tis Jesus, the First and the Last,
Whose Spirit must guide us safe home;
We'll praise Him for all that is past,
And trust Him for all that's to come.'''
Oh that my poor fellow-sinners, such as be in heathenish darkness and
ignorance, knew the character of my God! Oh that ~t would please Him
to bring my own dear flesh and blood to know Him "whom to know is
life eternal." Well may the poet say,
"If the whole earth the Saviour knew,
Sure the whole earth would love Him too."
Precious, precious Christ! Thou art indeed the "chiefest among ten
thousand, the altogether lovely! "
" If such the sweetness of the streams,
What must that Fountain be
Where saints and angels draw their bliss
Immediately from Thee?"
Twenty years ago! "When thus travelling then, I was on my way to
Templemore. What changes I shall doubtless presently find there. The
then Rector, at whose house I "as about to stay, and in whose parish I
"as for a season to labour, has long since been called to his rest. My
other dear friend, the Rev. W. Sandford, has, for some years, also been
removed to another sphere of labour. At my fu'st visit, Templemore, in
common with the whole of Ireland, was under the famine-scourge. Its
scenes, therefore, are -ever identified with scenes and associations which
can never be obliterated from painful yet grateful recollections. I can but
adore my wonder-working God for all the displays of His wisdom, goodness, and mercy, in relation to those scenes. Truly He was manifestly then
-as He perpetually is, if our eyes were but opened to see, and our hearts
bec()mingly affected, so as to feel-cc wonderful in counsel, and excellent in
working." How little did I imagine that the scenes with which I was then
familiar, were to be so closely connected with those after-mercies and gracious
developments which have, in the marvellous providence ofmy God, led, as so
many essential links in the chain, to the scene of my present labours. Oh,
in looking back, how does one see the sweetness and the satisfaction of
being able to commit one's way unto the Lord, leaving all in His blessed
hands. 0 Holy Ghost, do give me the grace and power so to do! I acknowledge with shame and confusion of face, my folly in attempting to
devise and execute for myself. Fool that I am (considering ~hat Thy
word says, and what one's own personal experience has again and again
proved) that I should ever in the leastwise lend myself to such absurdity;
and yet, Lord, as Thou well knowest, it is what my deceitful heart is ever
prone to. Cutting and contriving-proposing and planning-one's future
course, until Thou seest fit, in Thine infinite wisdom and boundless mercy,
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to frustrate the whole; and, in spite of one's own carna). conceptions and
fleshly strivings, to "work all things after the counsel of Thine own will."
o Lord, do Thou bring me more and more to that blessed position of
Manoah and his wife, "to stand still, whilst the angel of the everlasting
covenant worketh wondrously." Amen. So be it, Lord.
(To be continued.)

GIVEN, NOT TAKEN.
"GOD must have' a great many fearing ones in the world; or there never
would be so many 'fear nots' in the Scriptures." So said a poor trembler
in Israel, who yet, unsuspectingly, picked up this small crumb of comfort,
despite many fears.
The sovereignty of God is practically displayed in His dealings with
His people. Some are brought to peace and liberty at an early period of
their spiritual existence, while others are left to grope for the wall, as the
blind, many years, and go mourning without the light of the Sun. They
honestly confess their state, and admit the fact that they have not got
beyond a sense of sinnership, which, if the work of the Spirit, is
the bud of blessing, and, however bitter in its beginning, is the pledge of
all the sweets that must surely follow. But there are others who have
receive(l the truth in the judgment, and, to a certain extent, into the heart;
but their knowledge' is ahead of their experience. These are in bondage,
though they talk much of liberty; they have fears, but they will not confess it; and they are fighting withthe Light that shows them their darkness.
They have no union with. the children of God, walking in Gospel liberty,
but who are the subjects of all the variations of feeling that accompany
a living religion. They-denounce changes as legal, and deal with fear as
a crime; and this because they are ill-taught, and follow where others lead.
Now such (believing them to be the people of God) must not proceed to the
end in this state; God will rip up their religion, and show them where they
stand: the lofty looks of man must be brought down, and the haughtiness of man must be humbled. Their religion must be weighed in the
balance of the sanctuary j they must be shQwn how much of it is from
God, and what measure is from man. They must be brought to such
spots, that they shall use up all the faith that is of God, and all that is of
man shall be consumed; there shall not be left "a sherd to take fire
from the hearth, or to take water withal out of the pit." And here they learn
their lesson experimentally. "Without me ye can do nothing."
A case recently witnessed we adduce as proof that God's poor shall not
always be forgotten-that His living ones shall be brought into liberty,
howevel' long delayed, and the Scripture fulfilled, which saith, " the heart
of the wise teacheth his mouth, and addeth learning to his lips."
A well-educated female, interesting in appearance, and left an orphan
at an early ag'e, fell into ill-health through over exertion as a daily
governess. Before long, consumptive symptoms appeared, and, after some
months of struggle with disease, she beca~e a permanent invalid.
. Early instructed by a godly father, she was well informed in the leading
truths of the Gospel, and, when scarcely out of her teens, she was brought
under deep soul-anxiety, which led her to feel the importance of the ways
of God. Months and years rolled .by, and she got no further than this,
an abiding sense of her sinnership. At last, wearied of waiting, and
hopeless of relief, she. began to
into the world in ,some of its " har~-
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less pleasures" as they are caUed. Her spare time was devoted to dress
and worldly associations; and the only link to a profession of religion was
attendance at a week-day service in a place well established for Gospel
truth. Even this was on the eve of being renounced, when sickness laid
her low, which for fOill' years, less or more, tried her. By a slender thread
of circumstances, not necessary to name, she was brought under the notice
of a friend who had slightly known her in former days. Unable to rise
from her sofa, and breathing with great difficulty, she yet expressed g-reat
pleasure at seeing one whom she believed to be a Ohristian. On being
asked where she stood as to soul concerns, she exclaimed,
" "Tis a point I long to know,

Oft it causes anxious thought,
Do I love the Lord, or no?
Am I His, or am I not?'"
" Those who seek shall find," was replied in answer. "No," she said,
despondingly, "I don't seek rightly, or I should have found long
ago." "There is a set time to favour Zion, and you cannot hurry that,"
it was observed. "But that don't apply to my case," she said; "I
have waited so long, and am now near my end; besides, I have been
a rebellious creature-gone back .into the world." "That may be all
·true, and much more, but have you been brought out of it?" " My
illness has separated me from the world," she replied, "and I only
care now to see the people of God." "That looks well, so far as it
goes. Now, what of the people who. come to see you?" " Well,"
she said, hesitatingly, "they don't comfort me, though they are very
kind, and mean it; they tell me I dishonour God by not taking Him at
His word, that I ought to believe; that the Gospel is full of invitations for
sinners to come to Jesus, and that I am only increasing my own condemnation by giving place to doubts and fears." "And do you call this the
Gospel?" was asked. Reluctantly she replied, "Well, they are very good
people, and they seem very happy, and they all speak as though they
could do it." "Then why don't you, if it is so easy?" "Oh, I wish I
could," said the poor girl, vehemently; "I wish I could; but" I can't; I
long, I pray, I groan, I cry, but I get no answer. I have had one text
upon my mind for months, and that is the only gleam of comfort I have,
, I will not suffer my faithfulness to fail.' " " Oh, that is excellent," said
the visitor; "that one wOld is worth a world, and with that word God will
knock all creature-power to pieces. 'God has shown you your sins, and
He must show you salvation; and He says, 'This is the work of God, that
ye believe.''' The poor thing looked pleased for a moment, but the expression soon faded away. "'Whose faithfulness is meant in that verse?"
was asked. "Ohrist's," she replied. "I am at a point about that. The
Ohurch of God shall have all the blessing: but where I fail is in laying
hold oht. I want to feel the comfort of it; but I suppose my sins and
backslidings keep me out of it, if I am a child of God'."
It was
answered, "God will bring sin,to remembrance, both before and after a
sense of pardon is sealed on the heart; but sin cannot keep a child out of
the grace of liberty, any more than out of the gift of life. If God were
hindered by man's sin, no child of Adam would be saved. All the
blessings of the covenant belong to the saints, and, when the decreed time
is come, they must possess them." "But don't I dishonour God by not
believing?" she inquired. "You can have no more faith than God gives
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you; for Christ said, 'This is the work of God, that ye believe.''' "Oh,
that is a very listless sort of religion," she rejoined; "shouldn't I get_too
easy about my state if I were so persuaded?" "God will see to that,"
replied her friend;" all those whom He troubles about their state by the
Spirit of God, will never rest till they find peace." "But many tell me
faith is an easy thing," she answered; "the simplest thing in the world-J
just to believe what God has said." "And do you find it easy?" "No, that
I don't," she exclaimed with energy. "I'd give the world to believe and be
happy, but I can't; it is notfor want of will, I assure you." " No, it is want
of power," replied the friend; "and God keeps that power in His own hand,
to dispense, by the Holy Spirit, when, where, and how He pleases; according
to His own will which He manifests to His trembling people." " But is it
not said, 'the fearful and unbelieving shall be cast into the lake of fire' ?"
"That doesn't mean God's fearing, trembling people; it means the
cowardly, the apostate, who deny Christ, and prove they never knew Him
and loved Him." "But, then, is it not said, 'your sins have separated between you and your God?' So have mine." "Now this was £laid, nationally,
to Israel. God gave them their land on the condition of obedience, and
He cast them out for their sins, as we see to this day; but the covenant of
grace, 'ordered in all things, and sure,' is not based on the obedience of the
creature, but upon the obedience of Christ." "Then don't you think God
chastens for sin?" "Yes, certainly: you are under discipline now in
your feelings, and God is making use of this gap between life and liberty
to bring sins to your remembrance. But when the set tUne appointed by
Him is come, your sin will not hinder the display of His grace. The
children of God suffer loss in their feelings through sin, and get the rod
in many ways, but they can never lose a covenant blessing, nor alter God's
purpose of love and grace concerning them."
After this interview, a few brief visits were made, but there appeared
no favourable change in her mind. She used to say, "I do not wish to
be a spiritual thief, and take that "hich is not given me."
From circumstances, these visits "ere wholly discontinued for months;
but, calling one day to inquire how she was, the servant said she had a
message from the sick one to saYI " She was very happy now, and all right."
When opportunity offered, she was visited again, and then the change was
indeed conspicuous. She said, without the application of any particular
portion of Scriptme, the whole scope of salvation by grace was presented
to her, with a full and clear sense of her interest in it; and, from that
time, she had been unspeakably happy. She said, "I can't now say, "Tis
a point I long to know ' - I am persuaded of it. The Lord has told me I am
His child, and my salvation rests on this, 'I will not suffer my faithfulness
to fail.'''
She continued more than. two months in the body after this, and
gave full proof that she was in the enjoyment of peace. She had those
changes in feeling that belong to God's living family, but it was well
with her to the end, and her last testimony was, that a covenant God had
done all for her,' and in her, to -the praise of the glory of'His grace.
.
L.

-;.

Innumerable worlds cannot be sufficient place to contain God; He can
only be a sufficient place for Himself.
No elevation of rank can exempt a man from coming down into the
dust before God.

I

November 1, 1866.]

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

~ilgsiltg ®btntg.-~

609

ilonfrrfu !tOte.

"Can ye not discern the signs of the times? "-MATT. xvi. 3.

AT the recent ?pening of the Social Science Congress, at Manchester, Lord
Shaftesb.ury d.eliv~red an address, which, whilst deeply interesting, from the
manner m whlC.h It 'Yas expressed, and the important subjects it alluded to,
:vas mo~e especIally mteresting as coming from one who has made those subJects a life-study, and devoted his best years to hard work in connexion with
them. Lord Shaftesbury may be said to be a philanthropist in the truest
sense of the word; endowed with rare powers, and possessed of many great
advantages, he has not hesitated to devote them all to his Master's service
and especially to a part of that service which many persons similarly cu'cum~
stanced wuuld have utterly despised, viz., the cause of the young, the poor, the
neglected, the oppressed. He is already reaping his reward; the fruits of
hiS labours are most abundant; thousands are acknowledging with deep
thankf~ness the substantial benefits which they have, instrumentally, derived
from him, and te~s of thousands more are enjoying those benefits, whilst
probably unconscIOUS of the source from whence they came. May those
temporal benefits be to them the earnest of more enduring and substantial
ones! In the course of his address the noble Earl said: "I cannot refrain
froJ?- a few words of gratitude and joy when, by the blessing of God, I
reVl~w. the p~st, and compare the state of the infantile population in factories,
co~lienes, mmes, and other trades, with that which 'shocked our eyes and
gneved our hearts' 'some five-and-thirty years aoo. Thanks to a merciful
and Almighty providence, we have learnt, and l~arnt by happy experience,
that labour, manual labour, the lot which He has, in His wisdom, assigned
to the vast majority of our race, is not incompatible with the highest moral
dignity of man. Thousands, nay, tens of thousands, under the limitation
of the hours of toil, are receiving a sound and effective education; the
young by frequenting the schools, the adults, both male and female, by the
improvement of their opportunities to advance in moral, domestic, and
literary acquu'ements. The alternation of work and study, in due succession
and relief, the half-time system, as it has been called, is alike healthy and
fruitful. The mind is not depressed by the lab"ur, but the" labour is invigorated by the refreshment of the mind." Referring to a particular
locality, the speaker continued: "I need not describe to you the bodily and
mental degradation, in former days, of that neglected district, the state of
the places of work, the dust, the insupportable heat, the p~'olongation of
toil through the day and through the night, the utter ignorance, the gross
immorality, with all the evils that attend on a defiance of the material
and spu-itual laws of nature. They are all set forth at large in that true
bill of indictment against the English nation, the five reports of the
. Children's Employment Commissioners. But how is it now? Though the
test has as yet been only partially applied, the scene is changed. Two
thousand children are at school on the half·time system; and two thousand
children are thus exhibiting the results of mercy, consideration, and love,
The evidence of the teachers who knew them before, and who know them
now, is wonderful and heart-stin-ing. 'I was op.posed to the mea:sUl'e,' said
one of the intelligent schoolmasters, 'but a few months have gIven me a
totally different view. Formerly, as I we?t through th: streets, I ?eard
nothing but oaths and cursing, blasphemIes and obscemty, from chIldren
of the tenderest years. But now I hear nothing of the kind; the b?y:s
touch their caps, ~nd the girls drop their curtsies, and all trJ: to exhIbIt
affection. and respect.' This I can confirm ·by perso~al observatIOn. When
I went mto the schools, and talked to them of th!lll' books, of the COUl'se
they had begun, of the hopes they entertained,. and of the thraldom from
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which they had been delivered, their eyes sparkled with confidence, freedom,
and joy; 'and I blessed God-who could help it ?-and I blessed the Legislature, and I blessed the employers, and 1 blessed the schoolmasters, and,
in my satisfaction, I blessed everybody for the, glorious sight I had been
permitted: to witness." Surely everyone who wishes well to our labouring
classes, and the advancement of morality, education, and religion amongst
them, must rejoice at such results as these, and thank God that such a man
as Lord Shaftesbury has been raised up to accomplish them. Not that
everything has been done for our operatives that ought to be done. On
the contrary~ even where the beneficial Factory Acts' are in full qperati6n,
many things are wanting, and many things are to be deplored: e. ,g., large
masses of people are still gathered together, and induced to wQrk in manufactories near which no adequate accommodation is pl'ovided for them. The
consequence'is, that they are compelled either to herd together as so many
cattle, or to walk long di~tances, at unseasonable hours and in inclement
weather, for which the close confinement of tbeir occupation entirely unfits
them. Then, in too many instances, no interest whatever is shown by their
employers in their moral and religious welfare. No inquiry is made into the
character of the persons employed; the immoral are therefore indiscriminately associated with the moral, the most abandoned with the virtuous.
During working hours, filthy conversation is allowed, and, after working
hours, they do as they list. We speak not from hear,say, bu,t from actual
knowledge. And very nearly, if not all, this might be prev'ented, in the
first place by a little expenditure of capital, which would prove highly
remunerative; and, in the second, by the exercise of a little judicious
authority on the part of their employers. The influence which the employers
have over their workpeople-when they show towards them some kindness
and consideration-is astonishing: every wish is law, every nod is instantly
obeyed. How vast the responsibility, then, that rests upon them! As to
any' active interest taken in the spiritual welfare of the workpeople, it
seems, in most cases, to be altogether forgotten or despised; it would be
an improper interference with their liberties. This is the idea of even employers whose consciences are somewhat awake to the importance of the
subject. Only a few days ago, a member of a most respectable firm, employing a large number of "hands," said to us, as we were advocating a
decided course in this respect, "Ah, but we have to take care what we are
about; good workmen are hard to be got, and; if we did not act with
extreme circumspection, we should lose our very best hands." Mistaken
notion! As if it would not be far better to lose them, than never to try
and do them good. An active part takm in their spiritual welfare might,
indeed, drive away a few disreputable characters, but in all probability it
would induce better ones to take their place; and it would certainly attach
the affections of the others more closely to their employers, for it would show
them that they had their best interests at heart. But even if this course were
impracticable, surely some unmistakable countenance and sign of approval
might be shown to those ·humble workers for Ohrist who strive to do what
these powerful employers will n,ot do-the district visitor, the tract distributor,
the scripture reader, the minister of the Gospel; how greatly would their
hands thus be strengthened, and how much more good (humanly speaking)
would they be enabled to ,accomplish! Even tbis, however, is too often with. held, under the influence of this miserable, shortsighted policy. There are,
of course, honourable exceptions, but, so far as we have seen, they are very
rare.
,
Another evil which is seen and deplored in our manufacturing districts is
the complete severance of all family ties which so frequently take§ place.
Everything is sacrificed for money. The mother gives her infant in charge
to some hireling, shuts up her house, works all day at the factory, and at
night when she returns home is too tired to attend properly to her family.
Her little ones grow up without the knowledge of a mother's love, or a
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mother's care; as soon as possible, they are compelled to earn their bread;
and, in till"ll, as soon as possible, theyleave their homes, enter lodgings, or
set up a house for themselves-sometimes three or four young men or young
women tugether-throw ofi' all parent.al restraint, and, in a multitude of
instances, the worst evils ensue. Further, a large proportion of our manufacturing classes are still enduring the worst forms of degradation and slavery.
To recur once more to the speech from which we have quoted. Lord Shaftes·
bury said: "I appeal to you on behalf of 1,400,000 children, women, and
young persons still under the slavery of cruel and oppressive trades, who are,
to this hour, without the pale of legislative· protection. But, while I leave the
remainder, I must dwell for a moment on the abomination of the brickfields.
Let the hardest heart that can be found in England visit those spots, and; if
he be not moved, he must at least be ashamed of his sex and of his country.
There the female seems to be bl:ought to the lowest point of servile ignorance
and degradation. Hundreds of little girls, from eight to eleven years of age~
half naked, and so besmeared with dirt as to be barely distinguishable fi'om
the soil they stand on, are put to work in these abodes of oppression. BeaTing prodigious burdens of clay on their heads, and in their arms, they totter
to and fro, during many hours of toil. When I spoke to them, they either
remained aghast with astonishment, or ran away screaming, as though some
evil spirit had appeared to them. I could not restrain my indignation, nor can
I now, at this wicked scorn of female rights-this wicked waste of female
excellence and virtue. .Mothers and wives they can never be in the high and
holy sense of those words; and yet, were .they trained to decency and truth,
might there not be found some to equal the priceless heroism of Lady Baker,
or the Christian intellect of Mrs. Stowe P" Alas, how much is there to
deplore even in our favoured land, after all the privileges that it has so long
enjoyed, and after all the labour that has been expended upon it! How
much need is there of the continued prayers, the most earnest supplications,
and the united efforts of all God's people, that, in the midst of deserved judgment, mercy may still be shown to us, and that in God's own good time, if
such be His will, the evil may be overcome by good.
The famine still continues in India, notwithstanding the efforts that are
being made to stay it. It has been publicly stated upon good authority that
this famine might have been easily prevented had the proper means been
used in time; that it has not arisen, as at first alleged, from want of water,
but from want of its being distributed over the land. In one district, where
the people are now dying by many thousands per week, it is stated that" not
only was there a river passing through it, while the harvest was perishing,
which would have provided water in one day to secure food for one and a half
to two millions a year, but there actually fell sixty inches of rain in the
district itself-twice as much as the average of England." If this be so, we
hope that the authorities whose duty it is to look after such matters, will be
required to give an account of their stewardships, and obliged to act more
carefully for the future. Whether, however, it arises from the ruler's remiss·
ness, the labourer's laziness, or from any other cause, such .a visitation as
this is still God's voice; may the people hear it, and be instructed by it.
It is remarkable what difference of opinion exists amongst the Pope of
Rome's most devoted adherents respecting that adjunct of his which now
seems to be trembling in the balance-his temporal independence. Some
assert th~t its retention ia absolutely necessary; that the most dire calami.
ties. would follow its removal; others, on the contrary, speak of it as a matter
of little importance, affirming that, with or without possession of temporal
sovel:eignty and independence, the Pope's authority and influence over the
Roman Catholic world would be precisely the same. We rather incline to
the latter opinion as far as regards' the present time, but not as regards
many years in the future. It may make very little difference to his " Holiness" for this year, or perhaps for the next two or three years, whether he
be deprived of his temporalities or not; his devoted adherents would still
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rally round him, probably more closely than they have been accustomed to
do heretofore; but, as time wears on, we think it would be seen, if the Pope's
temporal power be taken away, that the Papacy has received a deadly wound,
from which it would probably never recover; the axe has been struck at the
root of the tree, and, although the tree still stands, its strength is gone, the
first rough blast will overturn it.
The Annual Church Congress has just been held at York. There was a
very large attendance; a great variety of subjects were discussed, and a still
greater variety of opinions expressed. This meeting seems to be increasing
every year in numbers and importance, but we confess that we do not feel
any sympathy with it, and we regret to see so many good men taking an
active part iJ?- it. We cannot perceive how such a meeting of persons of most
decidedly opposite religious opinions, and decidedly different aims, is to be of
any benefit, either to the Church of England or to the Church of God at
large. The effect hitherto appears to have been, not that of diffusing valuable information, or of promoting brotherly love .and tmion, but sometimes
rather the reverse. We believe that the gathering of a few believers, " two
or three," it may be, met together in some "upper chamber," for mutual
prayer, brotherly intercourse, and careful study of the Scriptures, will in
general be found to be far more profitable than any such large and miscellaneous assemblies as that to which we allude.

~hie1us

anh

~otites

of ~riohs.

Tile End of All things; or, The Coming and Kingdom of Christ.

By the
Author of "God is Love;" "Our Heavenly Home;" "The Glorious
Gospel of Christ," &C., &c. Third and Last Series. London: James
Nisbet and 00., 21, Berners Street.
MR. GRANT, according to the promise which he made in the preface to his
second volume of "'l'HE END OF ALL THINGS," that he would bring out
his third and concluding volume in the present month of October, has
kept faith with the public. The volume is now before us. The third and
concluding one, though published at the same price as the others, five shillings, is larger than either of its two predecessors. But, in addition to the
greater bulk of the volume, it is the most varied in its contents of the
three volumes which constitute the work in its completed form. It is a
historical fact that no previous author has gone so fully into the Millenial
question as Mr. Grant has done in "THE END OF ALL THINGS." He
states in his preface to his third and last volume, that he is not conscious of having omitted to deal with a single feature of the Millenarian
System, to which believers in the personal reign of Ohrist on earth for a
thousand years attach importance. But, instead of simply adverting to
what Mr. Grant says on this and other points in his preface, it will be
better to quote it in extenso. It is as follows : " In bringing before the religious public my third and concluding volume
on the Millennium, I believe I may say that I have dealt more or less fully
with every important aspect of the question. At least I am not conscious of
having omitted to advert to any point which Millenarians regard as one of
the leading features of their system.
"It is due alike to myself and to the subject discussed in these three
volumes, that I should, in this concluding volume, explicitly record the fact,
that the more I have examined the question, the deeper has become my conviction that it has no Scriptural foundation on which to rest. Millenarianism
is based on interpretations of the word of God which I hold to be, in the
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main, fanciful in the highest degree. That these interpretations are not
natural, and therefore not in accordapce with the meaning of Scripture, is,
I maintain, established in the most cOnclusive manner, by the fact that there
is not, as I stated in my fu'st volume, a single authenticated instance of any
one ever having embraced Millenarian views on his fu'st becoming acquainted
with the Scriptures. The word of God is so plain on all other points of
importance, that he that runneth may read; but in the case of Millenarianism,
not one, I believe, has ever been known to adopt its principles without much
previous study of the inspired volume. No such prolonged process is required
in relation to other important questions. The moment a man is converted
and taught by the Spirit, he sees them to be as clear as if they were written
in sunbeams.
" It is to me most manifest that the theory of the personal reign of Christ
on earth is essentially Jewish. Those who have embraced that theory have
fallen into the same error, in a sense, as the Jews did previous to the first
coming of Ohrist. The latter expected the advent of a Messiah, but only as a
temporal Prince: the Millenarians, also, expect our Lord to come to our
world as a temporal Monarch. It is true that they blend the spiritual element
with an earthly sovereignty in the character of Christ; but still no one who
is conversant with their writings can fail to have observed that the earthly
element preponderates in their minds in the administration of the affairs of
the Millennia! kingdom. It would be out of place to go into the proof of this
in the few pages usually allotted to a preface; but I trust I have made the
fact sufficiently clear in the body of the book. It will, I feel assured, be also
clearly seen that the Millennia! kingdom is to be one in which the Jews are
to be, socially and politically, as well as religiously, everything, and Christians
comparatively nothing. It is, too, chiefly on passages in the Old Testament
Scriptures that Millenarians ground their views as to what the leading
characteristics of the Millennia! state will be. There is also this fmther
similarity between the Jews of Old Testament times and the Millenarians at
the present day - that, a-s a Messiah came to the Jews, though not the
Messiah for whom they looked, the expeCtations of Millenal'ians will be
realized so far as regards the second coming of Christ. Our Lord will come
again-only it will not be to set up a Millennial kingdom on earth, but to
judge the world, and to receive all His saints to Himself, that where He is,
there they may be also.
"When Millenarians dwell so much and so emphatically on the assumed
fact that the Jews will be immeasurably greater, and, in every respect, more
favoured than any other nation on the Millennial earth-will, indeed, in conjunction with Christ their Lord, rule over all the other nations of the worldwe need not any longer wonder that all converted Jews, without, so far as I
They see in Millenknow, a single exception, become Millenarians.
arianism all that their forefathers fully expected in relation to their Messiah
coming to our world as the King of the Jews. And, finding the chief characteristic of the Millennia! reign of Christ to be, that He will be a temporal
King over all the earth, sitting in Jerusalem on the throne of David, the
system must needs be attractive to them. The Jews, according to Millenarianism, were not, after all, mistaken in their belief that Messiah was to be
a temporal Prince. Their only error consisted in expecting a King of their
nation, in the worldly sense of the phrase, at the time our Lord appeared. If
they had only directed their vision through the vista of the futUre to the
beginning of the Millennium, they would have tound that Millenarians had, in
the interval, provided precisely just such a temporal Monarch for them as the
one for whom they looked ancllonged. With so many inducements as Millenarians hold out to the seed of Abraham, the wonder is that so few of their
number are brought over to Christianity. It must, however, afford some
satisfaction to Millenarians that [tll the Jews who embrace the religion o,f
Jesus do become zealous supporters of the theory of our Lord's personal reign
on earth.
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"The interval of nearly twelve months which has elapsed since the publication
of my first volume has only served to convince me more than ever, that Millenarianism is spreading in all quarters with great and growing rapidity. I
hear much surprise expressed at this by those who, like myself, re~ard the
system as altogether unscriptu.ral. My own sm-prise at the fact of this rapid
growth of what I regard as the Millennial delusion, is not so great as that of
many other Christians with whom I meet. We have fallen on extraordinary
and very eventful times. Men's mincls are disturbed by every conceivable
kind of religious doubt and error. What could be more surprising than the
change, in relation to other questions, which has taken place in the religious
world within the last forty years? We are furnished with an exemplification
of this in the extensive progress which Puseyism has made among us. And
contemporaneously with this semi-Popish system, originating and fostered in
a professedly Protestant establishment, there has sprung up, and widely
spread, a system of the opposite kind, known under the namtl of Broad
Church,-which is no better than a modified- infidelity. It is a curious coincidence that MilIenarianism has made equally great progress. In the early part
of the century it was hardly known. A very few bf'lieved in the personal
reign of Christ for a. thousand years on earth; but the wild and extravagant
views which are now more or less largely mixed up with Millenarianism, were
then unknown. Good; however, will come out of this evil; of that I feel
assured. It is my firm conviction that the rashness and extravagance, which
have become characteristics of modern MilIenarianism, will be the means of
its ultimate and not remote extinction. I expressed myself to this effect in
the Pl'eface to my first Volume; and circumstances have transpired since then
·which go far to confirm me in the con-ectness of my belief. I know various
instances in which the rashness, the extravagances, and the presumption of
modern Millenarians, have compelled some of the ablest advocates of the
personal reign of Christ, to adopt a resolution, while still adhering to their
principles, no longer to publish or preach in favour of Millenarianism.
" As Millenarianism is making such rapid progress among all evangelical
denominations, I would put the question to those who view the subject in the
same light as myself, Whether they think they are acting in accordance with
the dictates of duty in not adopting mcasnres to arrest its progress? If
MiIlenarianism be regarded as a colossal system of error, it surely behoves
those who are ministers of the Gospel, to avail themselves of the means with
which they are furnished by the pulpit. of exposing its true character, and refuting the arguments which are employed in its support. Those who do not
minister in holy things, but reject the Millenarian structure as not based on a
scriptural foundation, have the Press at their command, as one of those
weapons which may be employed against it. If a number of able anti-Millenarians were thus simultaneollsly and continuously to bring their varied resources to bear against the Millenarian fortress, I feel assured that before
long it would be found that it does not possess the quality of impregnability
ascribed to om- Gibraltar.
" I gave in my first volume a list of the leading Millenarian authors; and
additions incidentally made to that list will be found in my second and the
present Volumes. I would advise such as would like to see what has been
written on the same side of the question as that which I have taken, to consult,
in addition to those writers I recommended in the Preface to my first Volume,
the works of Vitingra. Dr. Whitby, Mr. Gipps, Thomas Scott, the commentator, and the Rev. Dr. David Brown. As the works of the first three
writers are not accessible to many readers, I would recommend those who
wish to see both sides of the question, to read Mr. Elliot's "Horm Apocalyptical," especially the fourth volume; for there, not only are the leading
arguments against Millenarianism given. with a view to their being answered,
but the" answers" are so inconclusive, that they will rather repel intelligent
readers from Millenarianism, than attract them to it.
" The principal points which I have sought to prove, and which I feel satisfied
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I have proved, are, that if Millenal'ianism be true, the world is destined' to
witness two more personal comings of Christ,--one at the cOIIlmencement of
the Millennium, the other at its close. The latter coming will be to judge all
mankind, whereas the S.criptures only speak of one more cOIIling of Christ,
which is called the second. We are to have two last trumpets,-one to proclaim the coming of Christ Millennially, and afterwards one to announce His
coming to judge the world; whereas we only read in the Bible of one last
trumpet's sound, We are to have two resun-ections of the rightcous--one at
the coming of Christ to commence His Millennial reign, and the other of all
the saints who have died during the thousand years; whereas we only read in
the word of God of one resurrection of the just. We shall have two terrible
universal conflagrations-one at the beginning and the other at the end of the
Millennium; whereas the Scriptures only speak of one. We shall also have
two new heavens and two new earths-the first at the commencement of the
thousand years, and the other at the close; whereas we only read in the Inspired Volume of one creation of new heavens, and one of a new earth. All
mankind will not appear before the judgment-seat of Christ, because the whole
of the saints alive or in their graves at the time of our Lord's Millennial <tdvent,
were glorified in theu' bodies, and had been with Christ, as His Church, during
the whole of the Millennium. If I have succeeded in making out my case on
these llnpOl·tant pointi;, then Millenarianism has not a resting-place for the sole
of its foot. The foundations are destroyed, and the edifice stands before us one
vast mass of utter ruin.
" I will only say, in conclusion, that I trust I have in this, as in my two previous volumes, written in that sph'it of courtesy towards those who see not as
I do on this question, which ought to characterize all Christian controversy.
If it should be found that even a seemingly unkind expression has in a
single instance escaped my pen, it would be to me the source of sincere
regret."

'...-

..

As the volume ha.s only reached us within a few days of our going to
press, we are unable to refer at any length to the various topics of which
Mr. Grant treats. In the meantime we give a list of the contents, from
which our readers will be able to form an opinion as to the phases of the
Millenarian question, with "hich. he deals in the volume before us.
They are these: The First Resurrection.,,-The Millennial Reign of Ohrist
-Physical and Social Condition of the Millennial Earth-Moral and
Spiritual Oondition of the Millennial Earth-Restoration of Jewish Oeremonies and Sacrifices-Difficulties of Millenarianism-Differences in
Opinion-Undue Importance Attached by Millenarians to their ViewsTheir Rash and Exaggerated Notions-Their Intolerance to those who
Differ from Them-Oonclusion.
Even Millenarians themselves will admit, however much they may
dissent from Mr. Graut's conclusions, that, including the two previous
volumes, there is no important aspect of the Millennial question which he
has shrunk from grappling with. We may further say, that we record a fact
admitted by Millenarians themselves, when we state that up till the moment
at which we write, Mr. Grant's arguments in his two previous volumes
have not in a single instance been refuted, although these volumes have
been reviewed by the Rev. Dr. BonaI', the Rev. R. Govett, great grandson of William Romaine;' the Rev. Dr. Leask, the Rev. John Wilson,
author of ~'Our Israelitish Origin," and others of the most eminent of
contemporary Millenarians. In our next number we shall be able to
speak more specifically with regard to this third and last volume of " THE
END OF ALL THINGS." In the meantime we shall only say that our prediction on the appearance of the first volume that it would "cause a
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tremendous commotion among Millenarians" has been fully borne out,
that volume having rea-ched a fourth edition in little more than eight
months. To the sensation which Mr. Grant's work has produced even the
Christian Observer itself, although Millenarian in its tendencies, has borne
its testimony."
.
.
May I ask Jesus? By the Rev. S. A. WALKER, M.A., Rector of St. Maryleport, Bristol. London; Seeley and Co. Bristol: W. Mack, Park
Street.
UNDER the above striking title, our dear friend and brother has brought
together, within the compass of some sixty-three 32mo pages, a vast
amount of scriptural authority and example, in proof that it is at once the
province and the privilege of every true follower of Jesus to call upon
Him, distinctly and emphatically, even as upon the Father or the everblessed Spirit. Mr. WALKER, in this little but important work, has
comqated clearly, and manfully, and scripturally, the COLENSO heresy,
that Christ is not in His own person to be worshipped. Such idea is an
accursed one, striking at once at the essential Deity of our most blessed
Lord; nor can such heresy be condemned in terms too strong. Men of the
COLENSO school are not to be parleyed with, but put down (in so far as
human instrumentality can go) by the plain and emphatic words of Scripture. Here is our stronghold. This is the fountain and spring of all
argument. Here we take our stand. The Bible is the word of God. To
its authority Christ, in the days of His flesh, was ever wont to appeal,
and from it to deduce His arguments. "It is written," and" Search the
Scriptures, for they are they which testify of me," were the terms He saw
fit to employ. And well is it recorded of Him, "that never man spake
like this Man." This new dogma of COLENSO is but another thrust at the
essential Divinity of the Lord Jesus Christ, and a further proof of his
hapless apostacy. Mr. WALKER has well done that he has combated
such error in so apt and cheap a form as that presented in the attractive
little book now lying before us.
Th~ British Workwoman is excellent, and has many valuable hints for our
women. The illustration for this month is striking-" Homeless,
helpless, hopeless."
Our Own Fireside for October. Edited by Rev. C. BULLOCK, Worcester.
London: W. Macintosh.-This month's number contains its usual
amount of varied and interesting reading. "The House of ObedEdom," by the Rev. A. Raleigh, and" Out and About in Stockholm,"
by Mary Howitt, are specially good.
The Sunday Reader; a Journal of Interest and Instruction, intended for
the family circle on the Lord's-day. Edited by JOHN C. MILLER, D.D.
Hall and Co., 25, Paternoster Row.-This is a new claimant for public
favour, and we doubt not will receive a goodly support. We have
already the Sunday Magazine and the Sunday. at Home, &c., but one
cannot have too much of a good thing; and any amount of pure literature is necessary to stem the torrent of infidel and immoral cheap
publications now issuing from the press.
The Christian Times. London: S. W. Partridge.-Is the beginning of a
new series. Mrs. S. C. Hall, the famous delineator of Irish character,
writes the first article, "The Telegram." It gives the news of the
week, and has two capital likenesses; one of Lord Shaftesbury, and
the other of the Bishop of London visiting the Cholera HospitalS.
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