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.. Who comforteth US in all cur tribulaticn, that we may be able to comfort them whieh are in anT
. trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 COR. i. 4.

DIVINE

PROTEOTION; OR, THE SAFETY OF THE
OHILDREN OF GOD.
" He shall dwell on high: his place oJ defence shall be the munitions of
rocks: b)'ead shall be given him; his waters shall be sure. Thine eyes
shall see the King in His beauty: they shall behold the land that is'i'ery
Jar off"-IsAIAH xxxiii. 16, 17.
BELovED,-In once more taking up this blessed portion, we would
remind you of the very great stress with which the promise is spoken.
We love J ehovah's "wills" and "shalls." Mark the words: "He
shail dwell on high: his place of defence shall be the munitions of
rocks: bread shall be given him; -his waters shall be sure. Thine
eyes shall see the King in His beauty; they shall behold the land
that is very far off." Thus within the space of these two short verses
we have this most emphatic" shall" expressed no less than six times.
How merciful and how gracious is this! It is as though the Lord
would tenderly and lovingly anticipate all the fears and the doubts
and misgivings of His dear children-as though He would be beforehand with all that Satan, the world, and their own unbelieving hearts
might suggest to the contrary; and He would thus fortify their
minds with a promise, and furnish their souls, upon the ground of
that promise, with a plea that neither man nor devil could gainsay
nor resist. It is the "shall" of an ever-faithful, all-r.u.fficient,
omnipotent J ehovah: it is the pledge, the promise, the grand
covenant oath of Him who cannot lie. Oh, beloved, as we have
intimated to you again and again, personally we know not what we
should do if, from time Jo time, amid fears within and foes without,
we had not the faithful word of a faithful God to fall back upon. It
is oftentimes, according to feeling a:nd apprehension, all we have to
look to or build upon. It is not our faith, not our knowledge,
TT
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not our experience, but it is the word of our God-the promise
of our God-the oath of our God-by which we are enabled
to come before Him again and again and again with a i, Do
as Thou hast said; " "and Thou 'saidst, I will surely do thee
good." .," Remember the word unto Thy servant, upon which
Thou hast caused me to hope." Now, be as it may with others,
we are free to confess that here-and here alone-is our hope
and our stay. It is not in the leastwise what we are, or ever can be,
in ourselves-not in our obedience, not in our attainments, not in
our joys or sorrows, hopes or fears, but in the word of the Lord; and
that word, not simply as it stands in the letter of Scripture, but in the
clear, plain, positive, home and heart-spoken nature of it, as sealed
home again and again upon the innermost soul by God the Holy
Ghost. Here, reader, we take our stand-and here we come in the
depths of afflictions and trial-with the enemy oftentimes coming
in like a flood; here, upon the distinct, personal, unspeakably-blessed
revelation from, and 8.pplication of, His own precious word upon the
heart and conscience; and without this, personally and experimentally,
we know not what we should do. Oh, the blessedness and the satisfaction of the plea, "and Thou saidst, I will surely do thee good."
Reader, do you know anything of it? Can you say, "Ah, I do
know what it is for the Lord personally and powerfully to say to my
soul, I am thy Salvation." I do know what it is for Him to pledge
Himself, "I will never leave thee nor forsake thee." Then we.say, all
hail! Depend on it, all faith short of that which is based upon quickening, sealing power will be of no avail in time of trial and temptation.
Some poor soul may,say, " Then, if this be the case, I am out of the
secret; I fall short." No, not if thou feelest thy need; not if thine
heart and eye are up to the Lord for the blessing: for, mark you, the
knowledge of danger-the consciousness of want-the sense that the
Lord, and the Lord alone, can help is of and from the Lord. It is
all united with and inseparable from the Holy Ghost's divine quickening power; and where He begins He will carry on. If He creates a
hungering or a thirsting, He will most assuredly satisfy that hungering and thirsting with the bread and water of life.
Dear reader, upon dropping the pen at the close of the last sentence, in order to go and attend to other engagements, what a
confirmation we had of the remarks just previously noted down about
the positive insufficiency of present feelings or past experience or
knowledge to sustain the soul under darkness or the renewed attacks
of the Wicked One. As we were walking towards the parish, we
were, of a sudden, saluted by one of whom we had no personal
knowledge, but who had for a long time been sitting under our
ministry. Many years ago he said he had been blessed and brought into
liberty under a sermon by Mr. PHILPOT. He had been subsequently
in America. Since his return, for some two years past, he has been
dreadfully tried with atheism. Poor fellow! he spoke with deep
anguish and concern about it, expressing the hope that at times it
was gone, but to prove, alas! that the tempter only withdrew for It
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season t.a come on with renewed vigour and·st.ill greater power. He
soon found, however, in conversati9n with him whom he thus apparentlycasually met, that he was not alone in his trials, for never were
we, personally, more sorely tempted than we had been, upon the selfsame grounds, during the last t.wo years. .Ah, some would think,
perhaps, it was impossible that, after so much mercy and so many
bleBsed manifestations as from time to time we have experienced, we
should be thus tried. Such, however, has been the case, even t.o the
apprehensiol]. at times t.hat there was any Being, or any state of
things, that could possibly raise one above, or compensate for, the
distress and the anguish and the conflict one was called to endure.
We would not, even if we had the power, place on paper one-tit.he of
what we have gone through of late in this and other respects. Nay,
had we even the power to record, we should feel it incumbent upon us
to suppress our experience in this particular, lest such record should
prove a stumbling-block to any weak brother or sister, from the idea
that such depths of trouble or anguish were necessary. Such is not
necessary. Some who have to stand in the forefront of the battle,
or have to walk the hospitals, and to examine the different patients,
with their numerous and complicated maladies, must of necessity be
called to deeper, keener, more frequent and continuous conflicts; but,
as we have said, such teaching and such discipline is not absolutely
necessary for all. We believe, however, that the Lord's own sent
servants, in these solemn days of departure from the simplicity and
power of the truth as it is in Jesus, are called to encounter some of
these dark and dismal depths, in order that a clearer, closer, deeper,
more scriptural line of teaching and personal experience should be
the more earnestly and perseveringly insisted upon. There must be
a coming out and a severance from the impure, erroneous, antiscriptural teaching and training in which the great mass of preachers
and leaders are indulging. There cannot be saying, "a confederacy"
to such. There cannot be a proclaiming" Peace, peace" where God
the Lord has not spoken peace. Hence we believe the distinction
will be maintained, and a totally-different line of testimony persisted
in, upon the ground of this deep, heartfelt experimental testing and
trying, probing and proving. And we maintain that the result ot
all such teaching and training is a being thrown back upon the covenant word and the covenant engagements of a covenant J ehovah.
Such leading and such training will make such a Scripture as this
increasingly dear and unspeakably precious: "Nevertheless the
foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth
them that are His; and let him that nameth the name of Ohrist
depart from iniquity;" and again, "Though we believe not, He
abideth faithful. He cannot deny Himself." Dear believing reader,
how sweet to poor tempest-tossed souls are those lines of the blessed
Kent:" Here let the weary rest
Who love the Saviour's name:
Though with no sweet enjoyment blest,
'rhe COVENA.NT stands the same."
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We would urge the reader, if in possession of the volume, to turn
and read his seventy-fifth hymn, from which the foregoing verse is
taken.
But further, with regard to the promise, "His bread shall be given
him, and his waters shall be sure." We have had the privilege of a
visit, during the last few days, of the writer of "Mountains of
Bread," the little precious work to which we have often alluded, and
truly, if we ever regretted the inability to write shorthand, it has
been during her visit. Such has been the very many simple examples
and illustrations she has given of the Lord's condescension, and of
His wonderful and gracious way of fulfilling His promise, and
supplying His dear children with food and raiment, that we have
intensely desired to spread His fame, and to testify of His divine
faithfulness-yea, to the very ends of the earth. Oh, how marvellous
are His doings; how wondrous His love; how gracious His acts;
how loving His discipline; how tender His care; how merciful His
dispensations; how faithful to His word, "The very hairs of your
head are all numbered;" how watchful His eye; how sure of fulfilment His own covenant word, "Thy bread shall be given thee, and
thy waters shall be sure." The various narratives of this beloved
author of "Mountains of Bread," in proof of the Lord's mindfulness of His word, "Your Heavenly Father knoweth that ye have
need of all these things," have been most heart-cheering and Godglorifying. We should delight to quote them, did time and space
permit. Let it suffice, however, when we assure our readers, that,
from our dear friend's personal knowledge and observation, the Lord
does fulfil His word, in providing for His dear children, according as
He sees their necessities, whether it be in the supplying of a penny
or a pound, or even scores upon scores of pounds. Oh for faith to
trust Him! Oh for a more unshaken and abiding confidence in His
own most gracious word, as spoken by His dear servaut the apostle,
"My God shall supply all your need, according to His riches in
glory by Christ Jesus!" Oh, reader, reader, is He not worthy of
trust? Is He not deserving of our simplest and most child-like
dependence, seeing there never was a solitary instance in which He
failed to be to and for all and everything, both in providence and
grace, that each and all of His dear children really needed!
We shall close our observations for the present by quoting the
God-honouring testimony of Mr. MULLER, as given at ,the recent
Clifton Conference. It stands out, at the present, not only as a great
protest against all the anti-Christian delusions, errors, superstitions,
and godlessness of the times in which we live, but as a glorious proclamation also of Divine love, faithfulness, power, and all-sufficiency.
We rejoiced in the testimony being given before so vast an assembly
as was then and there assembled. We additiona.lly rejoice, that by
means of the large circulation of the Rock (from which we quote) it
will go forth beyond the precincts of the Victoria Rooms to the very
length and breadth of the United Kingdom. The subject of the day
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faith, and not by sight." Upon a matter so great
glorious-one of the great fundamentals of godliness-Mr.
1£ LLER says :"We are a poor, despised, mean little flock. But let us look: at unseen
things a-s realities. Let us lay hold on eternal life. We can afford to go on
as we are, for we have a mighty lever to lift the heart out of the world. These
are things not to be learnt from men as in commentaries, but to be realized
by faith. Though we have troubles, let our hearts be happy. Jesus is coming,
and He will put it all right. He will own me, and the word of promise says,
'Sata.n shalL be bound.' Let me quote for you two encouraging passages.
One is, ' Ask, and ye shall receive; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall
opened to you.' Do we only read this, or do we exercise faith npon it? Do
we say, 'Yes, we may bring a few petitions before God,' but when trials come
we do not go to Him with them. Should we not say, ' Lord, Thou hast promi
me, do as Thon hast said? ' We cannot believe it to be impossible to
Him. He is Omnipotent, and, if we ask on the ground of Christ's work and
God willingn - , and wai.t God's way, our prayer shall be turned into praise.
My econd text is, ' All things shall work together for good to them that love
the Lord, to them that are the called according to His purpose.' Now let
sickness or sorrow- come, let my house be burnt, only let my soul take God at
His word, and all these things shall work for good-these calamities ineluded? I do not see it; it seems quite the reverse; but God says it shall
work for my good. We often see it in this life. For the last forty-four
years I have invariably found that my gl'eatest trials, disappointments, and
anxieties ha,e turned out my very choicest blessings. This is said by one
who would not say anything but what he means.' The longer I live the more
my inmost soul believes concerning the revealed will of God, that it is all
right. My natural heart does not love God, but my soul holds the whole of
God's revealed will to be for my good. But some may say, 'Oh, he is a
mini.ster, he has not many trials.' This is altogether a mistake. If any
have them, I have them too. An American gentleman once asked me, How
can you have a day's peace? If I carried my trials to myself, the hundredth
part of them would overwhelm me; but I roll them upon my God. My
cheque. book was in my desk, the last cheque was numbered 1197, and these
cheques were for sums of £10,000, £1000, £100, £50, £10, and others. This
involves calculations too hard for me, but I roll it upon the Lord. As a
man I feel my trials as they come, but I cast them on my God, claiming
the fulfilment of His promise, ' All things shall work together for my good.'
Two years ago I had a severe trial, and was in great need, but I happened to
cast my eyes on a text that hung in my bed-room, 'Open thy mouth wide,
and I shall fill it.' I said, 'My Father, do as Thou hast said; now help me;
I open my mouth,' Immediately the trial was swept away, and not a tear was
left. I do not boast of this; I would be only a poor worm before God. He
knows. Some persons suppose that money is all I want. True, I want £100
for every day in the year. But in three years I have received £130,000. This,
then, is the least of my trials. I say these things to encourage your hearts to
walk by faith, not by sight. This world is nothing but vanity. Lay hold on
eternal life, and, though mean, poor, afflicted, your hearts will be at peace.
You will have peace and joy of the Holy Ghost. We speak about these
realities to you that you may have them. You see by my countenance that I
am a happy man. As my years increase my joys increase. I desire you to
come to real happiness, and that is only through the cross of Christ, never
through your merits."

What a testimony is the foregoing! Mr. Muller is no novice. He
stands of all men a spectacle both to angels and to men. If the
Orphan Asylum at Ashley Down comes to naught-if there came a
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day when there was not the wherewith to supply some fifteen hundred
poor, otherwise destitute, orphans, how would Satan rejoice, and how
would the world taunt and sneer, even after a forty-four years' experience of the lovingkindness and the divine faithfulness and the allsufficiency of our God ; but greater is He that is for this honoured
servant of the Lord God of Hosts than all they that are against him.
That institution stands, and shall stand, as an ever-present incontrovertible proof and test and illustration of the majesty and the love
and the condescension and the faithfulness of Him who says, "Thy
bread shall lie given, and thy waters shall be sure;" "Seek ye first
the kingdom of God, and His righteousness; and all these things
shall be added unto you."
Dear reader, farewell. Thine in the faith and hope of the Gospel,

St. Luke's, Bedminster, Oct. 14, 1869.

THE EDITOR.

PAUL'S VOW.
any desire to dogmatize, or enter into controversy with a brother
in the Lord, we would offer in a humble spirit a few remarks according to
the judgment given us, upon the subject of Paul's vow.
.
The apostle in Romans xi. 13 declared: "I speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch as I am the apostle of the Gentiles;" but to trace out the dealings
of God in bringing this about is interesting and instructive in the Acts of
the Apostles. Persecution was the chief means God employed to widen
the sphere of early missionary labour: Acts xi. 19; xiii. 50; xiv. 5, 6;
xvii. 4, 5. At Corinth the apostle remained "a year and six months,
until the Jews made insurrection against him, and brought him to the
judgment-seat "-their persecution of the Gospel being as inveterate as
that of the heathen. To mollify the Jewish enmity no doubt, the apostle
shaved his head at Cenchrea, and took a vow according to Leviticus xxvii.
Hence we read, "Paul purposed in his spirit when he had passed through
Macedonia and Achaia to go to Jerusalem," in order to fulfil this vow.
At Cesarea Paul was warned by the Spirit of prophecy in Agabus, "Thus
Baith the Holy Ghost, So shall the J eWB at Jerusalem bind the man that
owneth this girdle, and shall deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles."
Paul purposed in his spirit to see Rome (Acts xix. 21), but.pe little knew
the winding way God was about to take, in order to send him there. The
joy of Ohristians at Jerusalem to see Paul we have told out in chapter
xxi. 15-19. But the apostle was now put upon his trial, for despite the
verdict given by the first convocation of brethren that met in Jerusalem,
and the letters Bent through Paul to the churches, as' recorded in Acts xv.,
all of wh~(h set forth the great fact that Jewish forms and ceremonies were
ended by the coming of Ohrist-yet 'Was the great apostle to the Gentiles
caught in the trap of Jewish conformity, as we have plainly stated in
chapter xxi. 20-26. At the s1l.~~esti<m. ()f th.e JewI> h.e -wen.t in.to the
temple to give proof that" he walked orderly and kept the law;" and we
read that "Paul took the four men, purifying himself with them, and
entered into the temple to signify the accomplishment of the days of purification, until that an offering should be offered for everyone of them."
This circumstance in Paul's history, and others of a similar character
(Gal. n. 11), show to the children of God that, though regeneration is
WITHOUT
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complete, yet illumination is gradual. But Pa\l.! had to learn his lesson
out of a hard book, and with many stripes, for when the seven days of
legality were ended, we read, "that the Jews which were of Asia when
they saw him in the temple stirred up all the people and laid hands on
him," for this imaginary offence that he had brought Greeks, andllot
four Jews, into the temple. At this the city was moved, and they took
Paul and drew him out of the temple, and as they went about to kill him
tidings came to the chief captain, and on his appearance they left beating
Paul, who was bound with two chains, and lodged in the prison. On his
trial, Paul declared himself a free man, and claimed the privilege of
a Roman citizen, "I appeal unto Coosar;" and Festus's reply was,
"Unto Coosar thou shalt go." By these unexpected and painful circumstances Paul reached Rome, which arose out uf this apparently small
beginning: "He shaved his head at Cenchrea, for he had a vow." But
let us notice the use God made of Paul the while, in bringing him before
both the Jewish and pagan authorities, so that in the presence of both he
was to tell the story of his miraculous conversion, and preach the Gospel,
though in bonds, both to Jew and Gentile (Acts =iii. 11).
In chronological order, the first epistle Paul penned was to the Galatians;
and, when the Bible student reads that portion of Scripture in the liberty
of the Gospel, he will trace the enlightenment of the Spirit of God in the
heart of the apostle, which led him to expose the snares of J udaizing
teachers, who would draw brethren back to legal observances, and
neutralize the grace of God by setting up in part or in whole the
covenant of works; hence he admonishes believers to "stand fast in the
liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again
with the yoke of bondage." We hear no more of a shorn head or a legal
vow. .Paul had had his lesson beaten into him, and his testimony henceforth was" Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being
made a curse for us." The epistle to the Hebrews, written at a much
later period, carries out the same truth, the fulfilment, and therefore, removal, of all the Jewish types and ceremonies. Christ, the sum and
substance of the law, having by His own blood entered in once into the
holy place and obtained eternal redemption for us. Hence the" carnal
ordinances imposed upon the Jew until the time of reformation," were all
swept away by the power and glory of the Gospel, of which the law was
but the shadow. The true use to make of Paul's vow is, not for example,
or encouragement, but for warning. It shows us the dangers of a legal
spirit, and the effects of compromise with error. The apostle under the
teachings of the Holy Ghost was led ultimately into the nature and
character of the wide difference between law and Gospel, and that all
attempts to add to the perfect and finished work of Christ was a blow at
the Truth, and struck at the root of Gospel liberty (Gal. ii. 16). We live
in a day when this subject is of vital importance to the people of God,
from the temporizing spirit abroad, which for the sake of peace and unity
sacrifices the truth of God. But this is not the characteristic of the
religion of Christ Jesus, who came not to send peace but a sword, and to
set His people at variance with all that is opposed to Him, whether in the
heart, in the home, or in the world.
With regard to enmity on the score of mere denominational differences,
::tnd the kindnesses of l~fe that believers should show toward one another,
we cordially agree with our friend and brother, that we have all much to
learn; but let us have the right Scriptures in the right place for our in-
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struction"in this matter: let us distinguish between things that differ, and,
while we trace faults even in an apostle, and the history of progress in
the knowledge of the truth, may we, as humble followers of Ohrist, avoid
where they fell, and" stand fast in the liberty wherewith Chri8t has
made us free."
But many may be ready to object, "Did not Paul in an after-day
declare 'he was all things tu all men, that he might gain some. To the
Jew he became a Jew, that he might gain the Jews' ?" The analogy of
Scripture shows us that the apostle's meaning here is, that he acknowledged he was a Jew to the Jews, even as he claimed the privilege of
being a Roman citizen, to the -Gentiles, of which he took advantage on his
trial to appeal unto Oresar (Acts xxiii. 6; xxv. 10). But Paul's catholicity
extended no further than to "the remnant according to the election of
grace" (Rom. xi. 5); his limits were bounded by this experience, "If any
man love not the Lord Jesus Ohrist, let him be anathema maranatha :"
and, with regard to the doctrines of grace, his verdict was, "Though we
or an angel fi:om heaven preach any other Gospel unto you than that ye
have received, let him be accursed." In our day, union with error is
considered charity; and to cover up and hide all doctrinal differences is
called" a good spirit." Far be it from us to make a man an offender for
a word, or impute all these conclusions to the few and friendly remarks
of our brother; but God's people who love the truth as it is in Jesus are
made to feel the evils so rife in our day, and that they are the solitary exceptions to a world-wide charity. There is no quarter given to Oalvinism ; of
all sects and parties it is the most abhorred. Paul's vow did not screen him
from persecution; and nothing short of concealing or denying the doctrines
of grace will please a godless world. Let those who know and love the
truth of God stand by it, be valiant for it, fight the good fight of faith,
and leave to another period the fulfilment of the promise, "Them that
honour me I will_honour." Paul's vow only brought him into trouble;
and all carnal attempts to please the world, or beguile them into a profession of religion, only weakens the influenc~ of the truth as a separating
and distinguishing principle; entangles the believer in worldly conformity;
and lessens the experience and enjoyment of truth in the soul, till at last,
like Ephraim, he gets broken in judgment, cannot see afar off, and forgets
that he was purged from his old sins (2 Pet. i. 6). Never was there a
time when the apostle's exhortation to the children of God was of more
importance than the present: "Watch ye, stand fast in the faith; quit
ye like men, be strong."
How refined a pleasure is there in observing how God draws away
provision from unruly lusts, and so pinches them, that the Ohristian may
get governed!.
....
.
Of a truth there IS a paradise Wlthin thIS thorn-hedge. Many a time
the people of God are in bonds, which are never loosed till they be bound
with cords of affliction.
Ohrist comes and goes away for our good. He absents Himself to prepare us for further blessings, to mortify and subdue our corruptions, and
to enlarge the capacity of the soul.
Many a real Ohristian thinks he has no grace, because he feels and
groans under a body of sin and death. There can be no better mark
that he has true grace.
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THE PREOIOUSNESS AND PRIVILEGE OF PRAYER.
" Behold, he prayeth."-AoTs ix. 2.
PRAYER is the ·appeal of a child of God to his heavenly Father-the
application of felt need to Him who alone can satisfy his cra:vings. It is
the pouring out of his soul before the living God, and calling down from
heaven those covenant promises which a gracious God loves to bestow.
It has been truly said it is the urgency of poverty, the prostration of
humility, the fervency of penitence, and the confidence of trust.
Beloved, permit us to say we had once more taken up the pen with the
hope that the Lord would lead us to note down something more for His
dear blood-bought family. We had, as is our custom, put ourselves in
the attitude of prayer, to ask for the Lord's direction, when the preciousness and privilege of this exercise of the soul seemed so sweetly to break
in upon us, that we have paused to reflect upon it. May the Lord bless
our meditation!
"0 Thou by whom we come to God,
The Life, the Truth, the Way,
The path of prayer Thyself hast trod,
Lord, teach us how to pray."
Yes, our blessed Lord did indeed tread "the path of prayer." He prayed
without ceasing, and prefaced every notable act of His life with special
appeals to His Father: as for instance, at the very commencement of His
ministry on earth, "rising up a great while before day, He went out,
and departed into a solitary place, ahd there prayed. And Simon and
they that were with Him followed after Him. And when they had
found Him, they said unto Him, All men seek for Thee. And He said
unto them, Let us go into the next towns, that I may preach there also;
for therefore came I forth" (Mark i. 35-38). So that He prefaced His
preaching with prayer. Again, previous to His transfiguration, "He took
Peter and John and James, and went up into a mountain to pray. And as
He prayed, the fashion of His countenance was altered" (Luke ix. 28, 29).
And then, specially before His crucifixion. "He lifted up His eyes to
heaven and said, Father, glorify Thy Son, that Thy Son also may glorify
Thee;" and then poured out His soul in that memorable prayer to His
Father, every word of which is of deep import. And, as it was with
their covenant Head, so the characteristic mark of every awakened sinner
will: be, "Behold, he prayeth." And how wonderful that this language
should be applied by the Lord to dne, of whom just before it might have
been said, "Behold, he persecuteth." Here is sovereign grace and mercy.
Saul, yet breathing out slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, was on
his way to Damascus, for the express purpose of persecuting them more
and more; but, as he journeyed, suddenly there shined round about him a
light from heaven, which felled him to the earth, and he heard a voice
saying unto him, "Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?" Trembling and
astonished, he for the first time had that revelation of Jesus which resulted
in regeneration. To Ananias, by means of a vision, the Lord communicated
this wonderful change, bidding him "arise, and go into the street which
u u
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is called Straight, and inquire in the house of Judas for one called Saulof
Tarsus: for behold, he-prayeth."
But it is not with the Lord's dealings with this beloved apostle that we
want to meditate upon at this season, but upon that indispensable exercise
of soul, true and genuine heartfelt prayer, the golden key that unlocks
the,mysteries of the Divine word.
Now, much is said in the present day about the form of prayer, and
certainly the prayers of the Ohurch of England are exceedingly beautiful.
No language can be more appropriate wherewith to address the Divine
Majesty. Where we confess we fail in the appropriation is, that their
constant repetition too often, alas! causes utterance with the lips while the
heart is far from the thing intended, while their great length is " wearisome to the flesh; " but we must say, on the other hand, experience thrusts
upon us the acknowledgment that the so-called extempore prayers of
dissenting ministers too often become stereotyped.
vVe knew one Ohristian who was constantly speaking strongly against
the vain repetition of a form of prayers, while his own, time after time,
were but the same string ot' expressions before God. "The great matter in
prayer is praying in the Spirit;" all else, whether a form of words or otherwise, is in vain. Let us gather from the word of God what is said about
it. Therein true and genuine heartfelt prayer is called,
1. DRAWING NEAR TO GOD.

"As the psalmist says, "But it is good for me to draw near to God; I
have put my trust in the Lord God, that I may declare all Thy works."
Ah, beloved, it is indeed good to draw near to God; often have you and
I felt it to be so. We have, ill drawing near to Him, unbosomed our felt
need, told Him all the truth, and come away from His presence with a
peace of mind which passeth understanding. 0 wondrous fact! I am
on earth a lowly creature, compared to the moth, which may be crushed in
a moment, to the grass that withereth, and to the flower that fadeth: God
is in heaven, the high and lifted-up One; and yet I am permitted to draw
nigh to Him, and He has graciously promised in so doing to draw nigh
to me. What condescension, what mercy is here! And then, in thus
drawing near to God, the one g-reat thing we want is the unction of the
Holy Spirit. How many of the Lord's people find their lot in life cas in a
neighbourhood where, as far as the Gospel is concerned, it is universal
dearth! They try to heal', they struggle to be satisfied, but it will not do ;
the husks of human learning will not allay.their cravings, and they are
compelled to cry out with the chilill'en of old, "Our souls loathe this light
bread." But how different whec a man of God comes in the midst. How
sweet when, at the very opening of his mouth, they discover he has
been with Jesus in secret, and now desires more of the unction of the
Spirit. The listening soul becomes inspired with holy joy, and exclaims,
:, How'beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth
good tidings." Oh, for -more of such "drawing near to God." Again,
genuine prayer is called
n. CRYING TO GOD.
" This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him and saved him out of all
his troubles." Reader, are you saying, " That poor man is me: I have felt
what it is in very poverty of spirit to cry unto God?" Well, such crying
is a real test of relationship, a certain evidence of regeneration, a genuine
proof of the new birth. The dead praise not the Lord, the unborn have
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no emotion of soul; no, the cry tells that there is life, and the Giver of
that life is One whose" ears are open to their (;ry." And this crying to
God brings it down to the very weakest, for sometimes our whole experience of divine things at the time seems nothing more than a "crying,"
so shut up within. so carnally-minded, so dead and cold to the things of
God; and, when the word is received with a little glow of joy, alas! the
cares of the world soon come in, and choke it. Is this thy case, reader?
Well, thou art not alone in such experience, and there is in the midst of
all still this crying to God. "Lord, help; Lord save; Lord, unfold Thyself."
Go on crying, recollect it is a sign of life; ah, and a life which nothing
can destroy-feeble, yet clinging; faint, yet pursuing. Be it thy consolation
to feel assured that
" His grace will to the end
Stronger and brighter shine;
Nor present things nor things to come
Shall quench the spark divine."
Further the word calls true prayer,
Ill. PLEADING WITH GOD.

Bringing forth strong reasons why He should bless us, ordering our
cause before Him in accordance with His own oath and word, filling our
mouths with arguments, so that, thus taking our stand before Him, we
may1. Plead His promises. They are all Yea and amen in Ohrist Jesus, are
described truly as " great and precious." Pick out the one suited to thy
need, and remind the Lord of it, we will answer for it that whatever the
need, there is a promise in God's word to the point.
2. Plead His covenant, "ordered in all things, and sure;" say to Him,
"The thing we want is not according to our whims and fancies, frames and
feelings" (and take care that it is not), "but it is according to Thine
own covenant of grace.'-'
3. Plead His faithfulness. Said David, "Hear my prayer, 0 Lord, give
ear to my supplications: in Thy faithfulness answer me, and in Thy
righteousness;" and are we not, dear reader, at this hour monuments of
God's faithfulness? could we not recount proof upon proof of this-dangers
averted, temptations resisted, falls hindered, and a thousand other deliverances all through the restraining and constraining grace of God? Oh,
anchor thyself, believer, upon the faithfulness of a covenant God, it will
never fail thee.
" The work which His goodness began,
The arm of His strength will complete."
4. Plead Hi:; merC'lj.-Lord, we are poor, guilty, hell-deserving sinners;
we know we deserve only wrath and condemnation, but, upon the ground
of mercy, oh, pardon and bless us! It was thus that Daniel so earnestly
pleaded with God for the restoration of Jerusalem; he says, " 0 my God,
incline Thine ear, and hear; open Thine eyes, and behold our desolations,
and the city which is called by Thy name: for we do not present our supplications before Thee for our righteousnesses, but for Thy great mercies;"
and this pleading prevailed; for he tells us how, whilst he was speaking,
God worked for him. And then we should
5. Plead His righteousness.-It is in Jesus alone we can stand accepted
in the Beloved, and through Him only can we gain access to a Father's
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throne. We have no righteousness of our own to appear before God, but
Jesus is made unto us righteousness; therefore can we plead it before. God
as a strong reason why He should bless His own, and for this cause also
can we
6. Plead His blooil.-For Jesus hath redeemed us to God by His blood,
and the apostle assures us, "we have boldness to enter into the holiest by
the blood of Jesus." Oh, precious, precious Lamb of God, slain from the
foundation of the world; well may we with thankful hearts point to the
atonement, for"That blood which Thou hast spilt,
That grace which is Thine own,
Can cleanse the vilest sinner's guilt,
And soften hearts of stone."

"-\'-

Again, true prayer is describe·d in God's word as
IV. ASKING GOD.

"Ask, and ye shall receive; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it
shall be opened unto you: " and this going out of the soul denotes the sense
of need.
As soon as the eyes of the mind are opened by the Spirit of God, a
thousand wants, never known before, are discovered. The believer finds
he wants pardon, purity, strength, peace, and everything that the covenant of grace contains, and the God of the covenant promises; hence,
from the hour of his new birth, till the day of his death, he becomes a
suppliant at the throne, often going out in such desires as these"I want to feed on Jesus' word,
I want communion with the Lord,
I want to prove God's promise sweet,
I want to sit at Jesus' feet,
I want upholding all the way,
I want renewing every day."
If such be the cravings and desires oCthe soul, "Ask, and ye shall
receive," is the Lord's own gracious invitation and promise.
Another expression to denote true prayer is

v.

LOOKING UP TO GOD.

" My voice shalt Thou hear in the morning 0 Lord; in the morning
will I direct my prayer unto Thee, and will look up." Oh, this precious
looking up as one goes to his or her respective engagments in life with a,
"Lord, help me. Prosper, I pray Thee, Thy servant this day. Again fulfil
in my experience Thine own promise, 'Thy shoes shall be iron and brass,
and as thy day Thy strength shall be.''' And then, when one gets into the
round of busy life, how sweet still to look up with a "Lord, keep me from
dishonouring Thee; order and guide my steps; give grace to enable me
to manifest the Ohristian in the midst of the world, and let my every
action be consistent with my profession. And then, after the day's cares
and duties are over, how sweet again to look up to the Lord, with a thankful heart for His continued guidance and goodness, closing the same
under the sweet assurance, " I will both lay me down in peace and sleep;
for Thou, Lord, only makest me dwell in safety." Again true prayer is
termed-
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VI. WRESTLING WITH GOD.

If the Christian gets into the fair havens for a season, he will soon find
ahead of him a tempestuous wind, called the Euroclydon, so that his ship
cannot be",r up against it. And then commences the breasting the crested
billows and the wrestling with the Captain of this salvation. "Carest Thou
not, Lord, that we perish?" Ah! I should think He did care! To save His
people cost Him His life's blood, and He will never leave them to perish;
but on the way there shall be much-very much- that shall bring him io
wrestle with God. Ah! it is in affliction that prayer becomer; precious, and our
wrestlings urg.ent. Still, even in smoother times, the Christian will still be a
wrestler. "I will not let Thee go, except Thou bless me," will very often be
his language during his pilgrimage, or as those well known lines so sweetly
express the longings of his soul : -

"Lord, I cannot let Thee go,
Till a blessing Thou bestow;
Do not turn away Thy face,
Mine's a pressing urgent case."
Go on, wrestler! thou shalt prevail, as J acob did, with thy God. And then
prayer is expressed byVII. POURING OUT ONE'S SOUL BEFORE GOD.

And Hannah answered and said, "No, my Lord, I am a woman of a sorrowful spirit; I have drunk neither wine nor strong drink; but I h(Jl/)e poured
out my soul befor'e the Lord" -emptied it of all its trouble, laid my feelings and
desires before the Lord, told Him things which I can tell to no one else;
because He alone understands me; and He alone can give me the relief I
want. Oh, Hannah, this is blessed pouring out; and is it not th~ Case that
while the believer thus pours out his soul before the Lord, the Lord pours
into that believer's soul such co=unications of His love and favour,
such suitable grace, as brings him to a calm submission to His will under
the trial. Go on, then, beloved, pouring out thy soul before God; all must
be well: He hears thee, He sees thee.
"Walk on in faith and not bisight,
Take all on trust a little while;
Soon shalt thou read the mystery right,
In the full sunshine of His smile."
Furthermore, true prayer is calledVIII. TAKING HOLD OF GOD'S STRENGTH.

The helplessness of man is a fact which all the Lord's children find out.
They may for a time cling to creature strength; and their greatest danger
is, when they imagine they are able to go alone. But by falls, affliction,
reverses, or trials of some kind, the Lord teaches them that they are
perfect weakness; and then do they understand what it is thankfully and
trustfully to take hold of God's strength.
Sometimes the exigency is felt to be so great, and the trial of such a
peculiarly prostrating character, that we can do nothing else. We feel
that of ourselves we cannot take a step in the matter; that, if it is to be
done, the Lord must do it all; we can only cling to Him. Well, if this be
our position, we may depend upon it, God's strength will never fail us.
rt is omnipotent, will bear all we can put upon it ; yea, not merely what we
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can personally put upon it, but what all His people, with all their wants
and needs, can place upon Him.
And then, lastly, as if to bring it down to the weakest of the weak, true
prayer in God's word is called, " Groaningswltich cannot be uttered;" so that
when we feel so ignorant or so cold that words seems to fail us, and we
know not how to pray, the very groanings of the soul are accepted by God
as effectual fervent prayer.
True prayer, then, according to the word is a drawing near to God; a
crying unto Him; a pleading with Him; asking God to supply the want;
looking up to Him; wrestling with Him; pouring out one's soul before
Him; taking-hold of God's strength; and" groanings that cannot be
uttered." Such prayer does asce)ld to heaven, as when Hezekiah kept
the feast after the destruction of the altars of idolatry: "There was great
joy in Jerusalem, and the priests the Levites arose and blessed the
people; and their voice was heard, and their prayer came up to His holy
dwelling-place even unto heaven;" and the beloved John, in his glorious
vision, tells us of the elders, "having everyone of them harps and golden
vials full of odours, wh£ch m'e the prayers of sa£nts." Now, all true prayer
will be accompanied by1. Adoration.-There will be the most profound reverence manifested
towards the high and lifted-up One; and we must confess we cannot bear
to see a minister of the Gospel rush into the presence of God with a familiar and off-hand" 0 Lord!" He who would approach God irreverently
has not been brought to see his own insignificance, and is influenced by
a pride of heart which needs subduing. When God appeared to Moses
_in the burning bush, His striking and solemn words were, "Draw not
nigh hither: put off thy shoes from off thy feet; for the place whereon
thou standest is holy ground." We cannot have too deep a sense of our
own lowliness on the one hand, or too exalted views of our great and
glorious God on the other. Again, heartfelt prayer will be accompanied
with- .
2. Repentance.-Godly sorrow, on account of sin, will ever be felt by the
Lord's children; and a genuine repentance will be the effect of divine
calling, and such a knowledge of one's own depravity will be so increasingly gained, that we shall feel the need of coming daily and constantly
to the throne' with the cry, "Enable me, 0 Lord, to lay aside e,ery
weight, and the sin that doth so easily beset me; and to run with patience
the race set before me, looking unto Jesus." ." They shall come with
weeping, and with supplications will I lead them." Yes, beloved, if we
know anything of our own hearts, we feel enough within ever to make us
approach the throne of grace
"In godly sorrow, niixed with holy joy."
And then, as well as repentance, there will be3. Gonfession.-Daniel was a man of God, whom the Lord especially
loved and kept from surrounding temptation, and yet he comes to the
throne confessing, "We have sinned and committed iniquity, and have
done wickedly, and have rebelled even by departing from Thy precepts
and from Thy judgments. 0 Lord, righteousness belongeth unto Thee,
but unto us confusion of faces." Ah, indeed, temptation abounds in all
manner of subtle forms, and we are never safe a moment if left to the beguiling influences of the world, the flesh, and the devil; and, though we
may think our mountain stands strong, w~ prove often as weak as water
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in the presence of temptation. Need, then, have we to come confessing
our weakness and sinfulness; for, "if we say we have no sin, we deceive
ourselves, and the truth is not in us." Oonfession, too, will be accompanied with4. Self-abasement.-Ah, when we think of the purity of Ohrist and the
sinfulness of human nature, our language at the throne will be, "Have
mercy upon me, 0 God, and according to the multitude of Thy tender
mercies blot out my transgression. vVash me thoroughly from mine
iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. Hide Thy face from my sins, and
blot out mine jniquity."
"0 Lord, how vile am I,
Unholy and unclean;
How can I dare to venture nigh,
With such a load of sin?"
Such will be the feeling of a grace-melted soul, and then such will ever
find cause to -let their prayers be accompanied with
5. Thanksgiving.-For we must feel that there is every reason why we
should mingle praises with Oill' prayers and thanksgivings with our tears
in our- approaches to the throne of grace. The Psalms of David, which
are so full of prayers and petitions, are yet interspersed with many a
"Bless the Lord, 0 my soul." "0 give thanks unto the Lord." "Praise
ye the Lord."
And the Apostle Paul enjoins, "Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again
I say, Rejoice." "Oontinue in prayer, and watch in the same with
thanksgiving." These then will be the accompaniments of true heartfelt prayer-adoration ofthe high and lifted-up One, repentance on account
of Oill' many sins, confession of them before God, self-abasement as we
ven.ture nigh One so pure, and thanksgiving for all that He has done and
promised to do for such un worthy creatures.
Let us now refer to proofS that our God is a prayer-hearing and prayer-answering God:If we go back to the very earliest ages of the Church's history and
trace onwards, we shall see this fact; for instance, we find Abraham
looking up to God, and saying, "Oh, that Ishmael might live before
Thee!" and God said, as for Ishmael, "Behold, I have blessed him."
Again, Abraham's servant puts up this emphatic prayer to the throne,
" 0 Lord. God of my master Abraham, I pray Thee send me good speed
this day;" and what did he afterwards acknowledge? "Blessed be the
Lord God who hath led me to the house of my master's brethren." So,
again, J acob's wrestling prevailed with God, and Moses' cries to Him
resulted in supplies of water from the rock in Horeb.
Hannah tells us, concerning her beloved Samuel, "For this child I
prayed, and the Lord hath given me my petition which I asked of Him."
While Samuel himself in due time cried unto the Lord for Israel, and
the Lord heard him, and, raising his stone between Mizpeh and Shen,
he declares, "Hitherto hath the Lord helped me." So, further, Solomon
asked for an understanding heart, and his desire pleased the Lord, who
said, "Behold, I have done according to thy words." So might we refer
to Hezekiah, J abez, J ehosaphat, David, Manasseh, and trace on throughout the Scriptures in proof of the fact that at all times our God has been
and will be a prayer-hearing and answering God. But our experience,
dear reader, testifies to the same. Oan we look back upon the past pages
of our little histories without beholding many a dotting of special deliver-
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ances, special upholdings, and special helpings by the way, which we
can trace as answers to our pleadings at the throne? And yet, when fresh
. trial breaks in upon us, how apt we are to forget this, murmuring a~ our
lot, instead of resting in the belief that He is faithful who hath promIsed.
Oh, may these instances that we have recorded strengthen our faith, and
cause us to feel
" That there's a power which we can wield,
When mortal aid is vain;
"That power is prayer, which soars on high,
. Through Jesus to the throne,
And moves the hand which moves the world,
To bring salvation down."
And then, beloved,
What a meeting-place is the tMone of grace! The members of the
family of God are from circumstances scattered. Even in one's own circle
in what different parts of the kingdom are they located; and one loves to
receive tidings of their welfare: but, if the Lord's people, there is a spot
where they all meet, viz., a throne of grace. Though absent in the
body, present in the Spirit, with one Lord, one hope, one baptism, even
the baptism of the Spirit; nor will it be merely that distance on earth
separates them. Alas! alas! difference of opinion upon minor points often
does this; but they are all one at a throne of grace. It has been our
lot to preside at many a so-called" united prayer-meeting," and we have
been struck with this fact, that, although those present have belonged to
different denominations (we use the term, but dislike it much; it is not to
be found in the Bible), yet, when meeting at the throne, how similar are
their wants, and how alike in expressing them before God!
And now, in conclusion, dear reader, may you and I feel more than
ever the value of a throne of grace. Let us each morning try to see the
face of God ere we see the face of man. Let us each morning strive to see
Jesus ere we go into the many vexations of the day. Closet-prayer is a
sweet privilege. The writer's beloved mother, long since gone home to
glory, made it a practice of retiring to her room every day for one hour
for communion with God: and what was the result? her minister used to
say of her, "She is the brightest star in my congregation." 0 Thou God
of my mother" Draw me by love, and teach me how to pray;
Yea, let Thy holy Imetion from above
Beget, extend, maintain my intercourse
With Father, Son, and Spirit, Israel's God,
Until petitions are exchanged for praise."
Beloved, may this reflection drive us closer to the throne of grace, and
make us feel more than ever the preciousness and privilege of prayer, the
neglect of which is fatal to our comfort, growth, and peace.
llford.
G. C.
A saint may be brought very low, but he can never fall below a
promise.
The Christian's miscarriages in the eyes of the world overshadow all a
Christian's graces, as one cloud sometimes overshadows the whole body
of the sun.
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REFLEOTIONS.
BY THE LATE MR. R. ROBINSON.

(Continued fi"om page 446.)

o LORD JESUS OHRIST, Thy name

\

can be precious to none but them that
are interested in that salvation which Thou hast wrought out for them;
and, although they may be sorely let and hindered by the depravity of
their nature~, this is overcome, as a daily experience proves: "Thus far, and
no further:" and that its dominion shall die in its own life. "When the
commandment came, sin revived, and I died:" for me to live is Ohrist, and
to die to all below is an undying interest that may be shaken, but not
dissolved, from its true life. 0 Lord Jesus, how surprising a treasure is
that gift that Thou hast favoured poor sinners with, to know that Thou
art their endeaJ:ing Friend! Such sweets flow from the unbounded stores
of mercy and love, that will over-balance all their bitterest grief, temptation, and sorrow, when they sorely oppress us. Here is treasure of the
highest nature, and business done in deep waters; here is possession on
all sides, and doubts and fears sink beneath their own shades. The Ebenezers are again renewed, and are a remaining source of delight for a
future day's banquet, when stores may seem exhaustingly to become to a
very low ebb. Dear Jesus, all created worlds are nothing in comparison
to the refulgence of Thy redemption glories, and the gathering of Thine
elect to their possessional interest of their heirship treasure, which outvies angels in their first-born possessions in which they are kept, and
while the Gospel ambassadors are sent to be breasts of consolation to the
new-born babes, nursing fathers and mothers are sent to dandle them
upon the holy knee, and the sincere milk is for their service, and the red
heifer pa~ture at their t-ent-door. Go forth, ye appointed officers, with
your live in your hands, you bosom-friends of untiring delights.
o mo glorious Jesus, the ele.-ated triumph of Thy cross is to be seen
wherever faith s remotest bounds may be, to do business with Thy elect.
Their journey always presents a sightfnl view. Even in the valley it is
their waymark, with holy admiration and solemn awe-is always before
them as a waymark. And as the star led the wise men to the manger
where Ohrist lay, so His cross shall go before them up to thll jasper wall,
and they shall pass under it with salutations of joy, and leave a holy kiss
upon the sacred mandate before they enter the golden streets. Dear
Jesus, though Thou camest into this world to save sinners, yet there are
but few "Who can prove their interest in Thee, and there are thousands
who desire not the kno"Wledge of ':L'hy ways. Although every other way
leads to fretful vexation and weary toil, yet evil is their poisoned element,
and vain glory the brea<;t<; they suck. A form of godliness exposes to
the archer's aim, and a self-poisoned arrow finds its deadly entrance
between the joints of the harness, and effects an incurable wound that no
medicine can heal. But oh, how sweet is the meditation of Jesus, when
His love overflows to sweep our griefs away. And His promises are applied as an unfading treasure laid up in Him, where neither the vultureeyed apostate, the pharisee nor hypocrite, ever treads the golden path, or
joins in company with the heirs of promise; nor their defiled hands ever
give sound to the timbrels of joy, nor their uncertain sounds ever salute
the ears of those that have learnt the new song.
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"Ana tMs is the record, that God hatA given to us eternal life, and this life is in
His Son."-1 JOHN v. 1l.
Jesus is the inexhaustible ource from whence all blessings are communicated to us. The spiritual record of eternallife bears testimony of
its existence, above all other things; life has no rival, as it cannot ha,e an
equal. It is one, though thousands may be possessed of it. The spiritual
record is one, and, as all the attributes of God are eternal, so the graces
of eternal life are eternal, and so the heirs of eternal life are one.
"In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct thy paths."PROV. iii. 6.
Jesus is the Way f6r the ran somed of His blood, and their only Way; and
there is no need of two ways; for, as no man can serve two masters, so no
man can go two ways at once. There are many who talk of a way that
they are ignorant of themselves, and they will not go a step therein. They
are blind guides, and their best way is to lead into the ditch. Dear child,
however rough thy way may be, or however dark, Jesus will go with thee;
be intimate with Him, and thou shalt not err. Jesus knows all about it;
thou knowest nothing of thyself. Dear child, seek direction from Jesus,
and He will direct thee; He loves your company, He will lead you into
His. The best journey the disciples had was going to Emmaus, and
there is no journey so sweet as that where Jesus goeth with thee.
" Ana Peter said unto him, Eneas, Jesus Christ maketh thee whole: arise, and
make thy bed. And he arose immediately "-ACTS ix. 34.
Eneas was honoured as having his name upon the list of martyrdom,
and a martyr's crown would be the attire of his head. It matters not where
the child of God suffers, whether it be in affiiction or poverty, or outwardly
suffering at the burning pile, if he suffers as a Christian; let him glorify
God on this behalf, for, as his sufferings abound, his consolations also
shall much more abound. Lift up your heads, ye affiicted ones! your
crown far exceeds all earthly crowns, though rivers of blood may have
been spilt to obtain it; while corruption, confusion, and death may write
their inscriptions upon them, but thine is an immortal crown, and a glory
that fadeth not away; and, though thou mayest be a Lazarus, or a bruised
reed, or a smoking flax under the tempter's power, broken in the place of
dragons, Jesus will make thee whole. Thy crown may be nearer to thee
than thy common hat, and before thou shalt want that, thy head may be
adorned with that crown that creation would be too small a space for
thee, with thy adorned head.
"Therefore also 1WW, saith the Lord, turn ye even to me with all your head,
and with fasting, and with weeping, and with mourning; and "end YOU/'
heart, and not your ..qarments, and tU?'n unto the Lord your God: for He i8
gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness."-J OEL ii. 12, 13.
Behold, 0 my soul, and hearken at the voice of the incarnate Word,
travelling in eternal strength, and spreading a thousand mysterious
beauties before thine eyes, and ushering all created things in their native
order; gives flight to the jabbering dove, and appoints the place where
the summoned sparrow shall fall. Rear, 0 my soul, the voice of thy
Beloved; He calls for thee. Holy Spirit, give me my attire-a broken
heart and a weeping eye. Behold thy Jesus, travelling the cold wilderness
in thy nature forty days and forty nights without food, and nowhere to
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lay His head. 0 ye myriads of the covenant of grace, who once lay in
the ruins of the fall, behold Satan compassing Eden forty days and forty
nights seeking thy destruction, until thy Eden was lost. Hear the voice
of thy Beloved calling His witnesses to the anniversary remembrance,
with all your heart conformed to His sufferings with fasting and weeping
and mourning. Behold Eden regained, and Satan cast out; paradise
opened with endless delights, freedom to the tree of life, that Satan cannot
touch, nor enter the pearly gates. Come, ye weeping Marys, ye mourning
tribes, ye fasting eunuchs, follow your Jesus over the wilderness, and
mark His foot~teps, with deep solemnity to follow Him. "Rend your heart
and not your garments" (vel'. 13.) Perfect love that casts out fear makes
a broken heart, with a holy rent, to erect her throne with sovereign
dominion, to hold a royal court for law and justice in their divine honours.
Here the progeny of A.dam's fall are summoned; a rent heart and a
weeping eye must meet together here, where no reprobate nor hypocrite
can ever come. A. rent heart wears garments of salvation and robes of
praise that cannot be rent, nor the gates of hell prevail against it; and
there is no denial to the bidden guests who approach the throne with
close-bound sighs that cannot give vent but in broken accents of hallowed
divinity.
" Blow the trumpet in Zz'on, sanctify afast, call a solemn assembly." -J OEL ii. 15.
The trumpeters in Zion give a certain sound to all the hosts of redemption. Of all the treasures of the covenant of grace daily to be applied
unto them for their heavenly entertainment and spiritual edification while
they are travelling home, a sanctified soul and a sanctified fast are the holy
union of every believer in Jesus, that spread their table in the presence
of their enemies, and their cups run over, and make a secret closet for
their private appearance before God, confessing their sins and manifold
infirmities and utter helplessness in and of themselves, in solemn humiliation at His footstool; and mercy is their only plea. Holy and solemn are
mercy's honours; a.nd this honour have all His saints, and this treasure
in earthen vessels. 0 covenant love, how excellent are thy treasures!
well suited for tribulation's sons and daughters, and full supplies for all
the holy tribes. 0 my soul,
" 'Tis not to bow on Dura's plain
Nor reek at Molech's fire."
assembly divine, may I be one with them
" To cast my crown at Jesus' feet,
When life's short journey's done."

o

" A.nd when the tempter came to Him, he said, If thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread "-MATTHEW iv. 3.
Mark, 0 my soul, thy suffering Jesus travelling under the weight of
thy guilt over a desert wilderness, where the wild beasts make their dens,
and where famine spreads her awful gloom; and hunger's sharp thorn
pierced His sinless breast forty days and forty nights, and Satan presented
him with a course of stones to eat: " If thou be the Son of God, command
that these stones be made bread." 0 thou wicked spirit, take thy reproof
and rebuke from the hungered mouth of Jesus, and Divinity drives thee
from thy strongholds. Hide yourselves in the dust, and let your shame
cover you, ye gorgeous gluttons, whose eyes stand out with fatness, and
who robe yourselves with the earnings of the labourer's sweaty brow, and
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have pelted the saints of Christ out of the world with stone5. They
stoned Stephen, and the prophets shall witness against you. Rejoice, ye
chosen heirs of the kingdom, your Jesus is the Bread of life; fear not,
little flock, the kingdom is a gift, and the wilderness table shall yield you
supplies. Look at the sitting of your brethren feasting upon Ebenezer's
calf, the God of my help. Behold the crystal tear profuse in humble joy.
Here, ye afflicted sons and daughters, your tales of joy relate: how God
has led you through the desert and the deep, no hand to help, no eye to
pity, nor power to relieve, yet Jesus friendly stood, and for thee did
provide. wp.en strength and health and sight hath failed, J esu~ is all
these to thee; He who was tempted to make bread of stones fed twelve
thousand in the desert. But, 0 my soul, all thou hast had was His. He
gave thee His life and His love, and sealed it with His blood, and inscribed
upon it, "Because I live, you shall live also."

HEART-APPEAL.
" Withhold not Tlwu Thy tender mercies ft'om me, 0 Lord: let Thy lovingkindness and Thy truth contt:nually preserve me.' ,-PSALM xl. 11.
SUCH spiritual breathings as these of the psalmist can but emanate from
a soul that is born of the Spirit of God, and led by Him into a sense and
sight of its own natural depravity and utter helplel,sness. It is the office
of. God the Holy Ghost to convince of sin and open the door that leads to
a discovery of the unfathomable deeps of the mystery of iniquity in poor
fallen human nature; not merely as to behold it externally in the everyday scenes around us, but as it exists in our own carnal hearts in all its
secret workings. The spiritual application of God's holy law to the soul
brings home to it a knowledge of the holinesfl of God, and a feeling sense
of sin as sin, and that it might appear sin (saith the apostle Paul) working death in me by that which is good: that sin by the commandment
might become exceeding sinful. That the psalmist had been taught this
gracious lesson is evident from his language in the verse following: "For
innumerable evils have compassed me about: mine iniquities have taken
hold upon me, so that I am not able to look up; they are more than the
hairs of mine head: therefore my heart faileth me."
Heart-failings, and weary with looking upward, are not unco=on
cases among the Lord's sin-smitten, sin-sick children. The dispensations
of divine providence often appear to surround them by innumerable evils,
but are nothing compared to the evils of the firm grasp of the hand of
inward iniquity-the secret workings of a desperately-wicked carnal
heart. Many are the moods of its operation in deceitfulness and treachery,
and all the imaginations, speculations, inventions, and contrivances
thereof are evil, and only evil and unchanging enmity against God. This
awful enmity of the heart, with subtle temptations, fiery trials, mournful
desertions, and many other equally-strange damps and failings, sorely
harass the soul, and drive, as they did the soul of David, to the feet of
Jesus with humble supplications: "Withhold not Thou Thy tender
mercies from me, 0 Lord;" "According to the multitude of Thy tender
mercies, blot out my transgressions:" and often does our covenant God
appear very gracious to His dear children in owning them and blessing
them when in deep adversities. . Outward poverty and inward distresses,
with which they are often exercised, bring many solid prayers from their
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hearts to the God of their mercy; and how conspicuously is the hand of
God often seen disposing of human events to work their real and substantial good! Whatever constrains a soul to pray, tends to that soul's good,
and nothing drives it to a throne of grace like deep adversity; it is then
that he wants help from his God in the full and rich displays of His goodness and tender mercies.
It is written that" the Lord is good to all, and His tender mercies are
over all His works." He is the Oreator of the universe, the Bearer of its
huge pillars, and its government rests upon His shoulders. He turns
and minds the. grand machine of universal providence, directs the courses
of all events, regulates the issues of all affairs, and gives to every living
thing its meat in due season. He regulates darkness and light, summer
and winter, seed-time and harvest, and climate and season for every
useful purpose under the sun. We have also our bread and our water,
our wool and our flax, our oil and our wine, and the bounds of our
habitations are definitely fixed. If any of these tender mercies are withheld complaint will be sure to follow, but with a marked difference in
different characters. An ungracious soul will regard it as an unfortunate
and dire calamity, and bitterly lament the loss, and complain of the hardship; but a gracious soul will carry his complaint to the Lord, the DisposeI'
of all events, and says, "It is of the Lord; let Him do what seemeth Him
good," and will bless and praise the God of His mercies that things are
no worse.
But the tender mercies which the psalmist supplicates the God of mercy
not to withhold from him are the tender mercies which are over all the
works of His grace. Those special mercies which have a special tenderness
and compassion in the sounding of His bowels towards His erring prodigals
-mercies, in which are revealed the wondrous love of a covenant J ehovah,
to elect vessels of mercy according to the good pleasure of His willmercies by which is revealed the precious atonement made by Ohrist for
the sins of His people, and individually applied to their necessities: His
blood their purity, His righteousness their perfection and justification, His
glorious grace in all its fulness their everlasting supply, and that in Him
are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge for their counsel and
government. Mercies by which are made known the grace and power of
God the Holy Ghost as sin-subduing, sin-restraining, sprituallife-giving,
life-renewing, faith-strengthening, love-inspiring, and peace-recognizing
in the souls of the Lord's redeemed. Mercies by which" power i.s given to
the faint, and to him that hath no might increaseth strength." Well
might David say, "Let Thy tender mercies come unto me that I may
live. Withhold not Thou Thy tender mercies from me, 0 Lord; let Thy
lovingklndness and Thy truth continually preserve ine."
The eternal, unbounded love, and tender mercies of our covenant J ehovah to the election of grace, wonderful as they are-and they are truly
wonderful-the numerous lovingkindnesses by which they are manifested
are more wonderful still. The Psalmist confirms this in another place:
"Thou art the God that doest wonders: Thou hast declared Thy strength
among the people: Thou hast with Thine arm redeemed Thy people, the
sons of Jacob and Joseph." Whatever may be the years of a soul
born of God, as regards the date of his spiritual birth, whether he has
attained to the years of a young man -or a father in Ohrist, he is still but
an infant of days. He still needs the lovingkindness and care of a Father's
upholding hand, to keep him from falling. He still finds himself unable
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to go alone, and only safe when in the holding of a Father's hand, not
daring to trust to the holding on to the Father by his own. He still finds
that his whole security entirely depends upon the strength of the eternal
Jehovah's arm in the gracious manifestations of His lovingkindness; for,
if that is withheld, he must inevitably fall. From the first breath of
spiritual life and the first beam of divine light he is borne up by the kind
hand of a covenant God in Christ; and every child born of the Spirit may
in truth say with the Psalmist, "I was cast upon thee from the womb:
Thou art my God from the birth" (Psalm xxii. 10). These and all such
gracious man!festations of lovingkindness were what the Psalmist in his
prayer desired the Lord not to withhold from him; but continue to vouchsafe them, and to seal them upon his heart by the indwelling of the
Holy Spirit: and that the Truth, which is Christ, might dwell in him by
faith, the hope of glory, to continually preserve him in the truth as it is
in Christ, and from hardness of heart, and from every besetting sin.
Hence saith he, "Let Thy lovingkindness and Thy truth continually preserve me."
How sweet is the season when God the Holy Ghost brings a poor soul
to recognize the lovingkindness of God in the goings-forth of the covenant
plan of salvation. It is written that" justice and judgment are the habitation of Christ's throne; and that mercy and b.-uth shall go before His
face." The throne of the Meditator is the very seat of justice. It is there
that the substitution of Christ's righteousness is made in place of filthy
rags; that souls debased by sin are made comely through the comeliness
of Christ, and holy in His holiness. How conspicuously manifest is the
lovingkindness of Christ by such condescension, showing how low it can
stoop, and how hi~h it can exalt. The Father by eternal covenant-deed
presented the whole elect as a gift to the Mediator. They are the jewels
of His mediatorial crown, as recorded by the prophet: " And the Lord
their God shall save them in that day as the :flock of His people: for they
shall be as the stones of a crown, lifted up as an ensign upon the land"
(Zech. ix. 16). Thus in eternity they were His reward that was with
Him when His work lay before Him, and His delights were with the
sons of men. The Father depended upon Christ for the fulfilment of the
law, and Christ trusted to the Father for the fulfilment of His oath and
promise, that" His seed should endure for ever, and His throne as the
days of heaven." How marvellous are such acts of lovingkindness, and
how faithfully and truthfully performed, which brings to mind the
exclamation of David in another place: "How excellent is Thy lovingkindness, 0 God! therefore the children of men put their trust under the
shadow of Thy wings" (Psalm xxxvi. 7). The prophet Isaiah also adds a
very blessed testitimony to some very gracious acts of lovingkindness,
which are well worth quoting: "I will mention the lovingkindness of the
Lord, and the praises of the Lord, according to all that the Lord hath
bestowed on us, and the great goodness toward the house of Israel, which
He hath bestowed on them according to His mercies, and according to
the multitude of His lovingkindnesses. For He said, Surely they are my
people, children that will not lie: so He was their Saviour. In all their
affliction He was afflicted, and the angel of His presence saved them: in
His love and in His pity He redeemed them; and He bare them, and
carried them all the days of old" (Isa. lxii. 7-9). The psalmist well
understood by an experimental acquaintance the value of the lovingkindness and tender mercies of the Lord, he so plaintively besought Him
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not to withhold from him; for he breaks forth in an ecstacy of praise -and
blessings and saith, "Bless the Lord, 0 my soul; and all that is within
me, bless His holy Name: bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and forget not all
His benefits: who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy
diseases; who redeemeth thy life from destruction; who crowneth thee
with lovingkindness and tender mercies; who satisfieth thy mouth with
good things; so that thy youth is renewed like the eagle's" (Psalm cui.

-

L-5).

But how often do we manfest such weakness of confidence that betrays
us into jealous' thoughts of the lovingkindness and tender mercies of our
covenant God, nutwithstanding so many precious manifestations and
promises on His part, and so many evidences and experiences on our own.
But, blessed be the Lord J ehovah, the spiritual life of a believer in
Jesus is hid with Christ in God, although the outgoings of this life may
be weak in us, that the smoke of the burning flax may scarcely be
discernible, that the bruised reed may scarcely hope to survive; yet, being
secured in our glorious Head, we may surely trust that because He lives
we may live also.
Prestwich.
W. G.
ANOTHER" STONE OF HELP."
By the prophet J er. ix. 7, the Lord hath said, "I will melt them and
try them." August 1st the Lord was graciously pleased to grant me such
a melting season, as I had not been flJ,voured with for a long time past.
The night previously I retired to rest, but did not sleep well. Woke
early, and felt much cast down in mind. The thought of having during
the day to stand up before hundreds of people, "to testifY the Gospel of
the grace of God," seemed to press heavily upon my mind. While in this
state, the following portion of the Lord's word came into my mind, "Fear
not, thou worm Jacob, and ye men of Israel: I will help thee, saith the
Lord, and thy Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel" (Isa. xli. 14). That
part of it, "I will help thee "-the word" thee "-came so close, right
into my very heart, and broke it all to pieces; it seemed to lift me up on
a mountain from whence I coulg. look round, and see in how many instances the Lord had appeared for my help, the sight of which melted me
down before the Lord in wonder, love, and praise. I am seldom able to
shed tears of joy, but on this occasion I' could not refrain from doing so.
This unexpected manifestation of sovereign grace so lighted up and
lifted up my soul, with a sweet taste of the Lord's undeserved goodness,
as to lead me to say, "Lord, what is coming?" There was something
about it which one cannot well describe in words. Neither would I have
written anything about it, only I have thought how worthy the Lord
Jesus Christ is to be praised for His great goodness to a poor sinner, and
that it may be made of some use to those who, like myself, feel and fear
at times as if "the Lord had forgotten to be gracious." No, my poor
weak trembling brother, the Lord has not forgotten thee, neither will He
do so. "0 Israel, thou shalt not be forgotten of me" (Isa. xliv. 21). 'J In
a moment, in the twinkling of an eye," He can touch your heart with such
a sense of His love, His eye give thee such a pitying look, as to make
thee feel amazed at His condescension and grace to one so unworthy. If
those persons who had tried to injure us in any way were to come and
ask us to furgive them, just at the time the soul was melted down under
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a feeling of the Lord's lovingkindness,could we then refuse to give it?
Not very well, I think. A sensibly-forgiven soul is a forgiving one.
. What a help this blessing was to my soul during the day! I was made
to feel like "worm J acob" in my soul, and therefore could tell where he
was, who, and what this" worm J acob " is. The experience of the power
of God's word, when applied to the heart by the Holy Spirit is as a key
to unlock what otherwise would be a mystery. It made me feel that I
could ask the Lord to do with me what He thought best, only not let me
have my own way. The following precious promise was brought to my
mind, "I will never thee nor forsake thee." How this strengthened and
encouraged me! I went to chapel and talked to the people about" worm
Jacob," and the words addressed by the Lord to him, "Fear not," &c.
I was much helped and blessed, and other poor souls were benefited by
the blessing of the Lord which attended the word. It was a worm in the
pulpit preaching to worms in the pews. It is generally a good time when
all feel worms together, the speaker and the hearers. Butterfly preachers
do not do very well to preach to those who have in their hearts the spirit
of" worm Jacob." How much grace is needed to humble the proud
spirit, and to produce in the heart the spirit of "worm J acob !"
There is such a character as "worm J acob," and nothing is said
against such in the Bible. If preachers and hearers were more in their
souls feeling like "worm J acob," there would be more real love and
union existing and shown than at present. " Worm J acob " is rather a
rare character. He is " harmless" while the feeling continues that he is
a worm. What mischief is done, even amongst the dear children of God,
by those persons who have not reigning in the hearts the spirit of " worm
Jacob!"
F. F.
:I'etbury.

" Yet now, if Thou wilt forgt've their sin-; and if not, blot me, I pray Thee,
out of Thy book which Thou hast written."-ExoDUS xxxii. 3~.
THUS spake the great lawgiver of Israel: "Forgive their sin, or blot
me, I pray Thee, out of the book which Thou hast written." He had
brought the people of Israel out of Egypt; he had led them through the
depths of the Red Sea; he had brought them into the wilderness; and
now the word of the Lord had gone forth to the sons of Levi, "Put every
man his sword by his side, and go in anq. out from gate to gate throughout
the camp, and slay every man his brother, and every man his companion,
and every man his neighbour. And there fell of the people that day
about three thousand men."
And now Moses goes up unto the Lord to make an atonement for the
people; and we Ileal' how affectingly he pleads on their behalf.
But our object at this time is not to speak of Moses or of the literal
Israel; we would rather turn to the spiritual Israel and the great Antitype of Moses, the Lord Jesus Christ. (Acts iii. 22.)
Moses beheld three thousand of the people dead and dying around
him, and his soul was moved within him; the awful sight was too
much for him, and he cried, "Oh, this people have sinned a great sin,
and have made them gods of gold; yet now, if Thou wilt forgive their
sin-; and if not, blot me, I pray Thee, out of Thy book which Thou has
written."
The LORD JESUS doth not petition as of grace,-He makes his demand
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as of ·rigM. "Father, I will that they whom Thou hast given me may be
with me where I am, that they may behold the glory which Thouhast
given me; for Thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world." And
as soon may the name of Jesus be blotted out as one of His Israel destroyed.
They all belong to Him,-" to the Ohurch of the First-born which is written
in heaven;" they were given to Him by the Father to be redfljlmed by Him,
the elder Brother, "the First-born among many brethren." And oh, the
blessed fact that there is an eternal union between Ohrist and His people.
They were with Him from before time; and He declares, "Before the
mountains wel'e settled, "-" before the clouds were established above"
(Prov. viii.) " my delights were with the sons of men."
Then, "the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God
shouted for joy." They were with Ohrist then,-pure, as He is pure;
holy, as He is holy-et Jesus knowing that the Father hath given all
things into His -hands, and that He was come from God, and went to God."
The beloved disciple John speaks thus: "that Ohrist was come from God,
and went to God." Very striking words these, when we remember that
Ohrist is " the FiJ.'st-born among many brethren," and that" for this cause
He is not ashamed to call them 'brethren.''' Ohrist loves them, not to
make them brethren, but because they are so, and because they are the sons
of God, and therefore brethren of Ohrist. God sends His Spirit into their
hearts, whereby they cry, "Abba, Father." Yet there is this difference
between the Head of the members, between the elder Brother and the
younger brethren: Ohrist says, "The Prince of this world cometh, and
hath nothing in me." And why this difference between the sons of God?
Because Ohrist's BODY was not of the seed of MAN. Now, He was born of
a woman, but He was not" conceived in sin, nor shapen in iniquity," for
He was begotten by the Holy Ghost. Thus GOD was the Father of HIS
human nature, while MAN is the father of OUR human nature. Ohrist
came from God; He sojourned on earth; He lived and died; He finished
the work which His Father had given Him to do; He redeemed His
brethren, the sons of God, those with whom His del1ghts had been, and
then He went "to God; He came from Him and returned to Him. And so
with His brethren: they were with Him; HIs delights were with them;
they all shouted together for joy, but they have to sojourn here in a body
of sin and death: they are a;pparently " children of wrath, even as others,"
but actually they are not so. There is the living seed in everyone of
them; they are not as the children of the world; they are act1tally the sons
of God, though inheriting' for a time a tabernacle of clay. Like. David, they
have to serve their generation according to the will of God, and then the
tabernacle shall be taken down-they came from God, and they go to God.
" Blessed are the sons of God:
They are wash'd in His own blood:
They are ransom'd from the grave,
Life eternal they shall have.
With Him ever they must be,
Past, now, and in eternity! "
Thus, from Genesis to Hevelation, the Scriptures teach the sons of
God and the sons of men. "Oain was of that wicked one, and slew his
brother;" the unbelieving Jews were of their father the devil, and the
lusts of their father they would do; they" were before of old ordained
unto this condemnation," and therefore following the dictates of their
nature they became ungodly, and tut'lIed the grace of God into licentiousness,
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and with Judas went unto their own place. Ohrist declares Himself to be
the Son of God; the apostle, addressing the Ohurch, says, "Now are ye
the sons of God.". Doth not this reasoning make the doctrines of grace
very clear? We thus see why from the very beginning the Lord had a
Chureh, whilst the residue of mankind were sunk in wickedness. We see
why God communed with Noah, and walked with Enoch, and called Abram
out of Ohald~a; we see why Israel were led about and instructed and kept
as the apple of His eye; why the prophets were called, and the apostles
-and the Ohurch of the New Testament; and why in our own days some
are tumed from darkness to light, whilst others live and die in their sinseven because there are two families, the family of God and the family
of Satan; the -good ground and the thorny ground; the good ground,
and the wayside, and the stony ground. Only the good ground does
the great Husbandman cultivate. He does not go after the goats, but
He seeks the sheep which are gone astray. He does not find them
and bid them retu1'n, and then leave them to come their own way to
the fold, but He takes them upon His shoulders and carries them, and
leaves them not till they are in safety there. He does not take the tares
and polish them and gild them that they may appear fair as His wheat,
but He gathers the wheat into His garner and leaves the tares, without
remorse, to be burned in the fire, Oh, the Power, the Wisdom, and the
Eternal Sovereignty of the Lord God Almighty! Who can search the
mighty acts of the Lord? Who can show forth all His praise? The
Lord Jesus pleads on behalf of all His brethren; as said Moses, so may
the great High Priest of om profession say: "Oh, this people have
sinned a great sin; yet now, IF Thou wilt forgive their sin; ". so said
Moses, so says not the Lord J ehovah. Hear HIS gracious words:
" Deliver them from going down to the pit, I have found a ransom.".
Jesus was the Ransom which God had found; the Lamb provided for a
burnt offering. Reader, whoever thou mayest be, search and see if thou
hast the marks and evidence of the sons of God.
" Jesus gives us true repentance
By His Spirit sent from heaven;
Jesus whispers the sweet sentence,
, Son, thy sins are all forgiven.'
Faith, He gives us to believe it,Grateful hearts His love to prize,Want we wisdom, He must give it,Hearing ears and seeing eyes."
But methinks I heal' one say, "How can these things be? The
Scriptures tell us that Ohrist is the only begotten of the Father; whence
then are these" many sons," but by adoption? OhJ:ist is the begotten
Son. His people are only sons by adoption and g1'ace. Hear Ohrist Himself: "I in them, and Thou in me. ". Yes, we behold Ohrist as the Heacl
of the body, and all His people u'om eternity with Him, as members
united to the living Head; but, when they are born into this world, they
inhabit a body of sin and death. They inherit the evil natme of fallen
Adam, and every individual born into this world is born with this evil
nature; and, if all were left unrestrained by teaching and education, all
would be alike evil; and, whether restrained or unrestrained, all would
alike perish, if left to that old Adam nature. "But God, who is rich in
mercy, for His great love wherewith He loved us, even when we were dead.
in sins, hath quickened us together with Ohrist." Andwho are the us, who
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are thus quickened? Those of whom the Apostle says, "Therefore hath
He mercy on whom He will have mercy." ,Vho are they, d.o you ask?
The Abels, the Seths, the Enochs, the Noahs, the Abrahams, the Lots,
the Peters, the Magdalenes, the Sauls of Tarsus-aye, persecutors like
Saul, bloody murderers like Manasseh, adulterers like David, unchaste like
Magdalene, incestuous like Lot, and we will not forget Rahab nor the
thief on the cross. Well then, says the Lord, " I will have mercy on
whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have
compassion;" and who shall find fault with the Lord's workings in the
world, and in His Church!
A multitude which no man can number, out of all kingdoms and
nations and peoples and tongues, are saved, and stand before the throne
of God and the Lamb. And why? Why are they saved? Why are tMy
the children of God by adoption and grace, whilst others are left to continue in sin, and to perish in their sins? Says Christ, "Even so, Father:
for so it seemed good in Thy sight." And shall man cavil, whilst Christ
is satisfied to resolve all reasoning into His Father's will? These are
saved because there is that in them of which John tells us, "born of
God," "begotten of God," "and that wicked one toucheth him not."
Because ye are sons God hath sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your
hearts; because ye were one with Christ before the foundation of the world, therefore are ye now made the chilclren of God by adopt£on and grace. '1'he wicked
" are of the world," says the Apostle, "but we are of God." There is the
same evil nature in ev~ry child born of Adam, but the nature of the second
Adam is in His family, and therefore they are born of God, and overcome
the world. They came from God, they sojourn in- the flesh, and they
r'dum to God. They were aforetime created unto His glory, and they
shall show forth His praise.
And what do the living' family of God learn from all this r To be
humble,-to be patient, to be obedient: to live whilst in the world as
strangers and pilgrims in it, remembering that this world is not their
home. What but the knowledge of these things, of their origin, their
calling, and their destiny, animated those of whom we read in the 11th
of Hebrews, who, through their faith, subdued kingdoms, wrought
righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, &c. ; and,
if the same knowledge of God's sovereign g'l'ace be imparted to us-if He
thus enable us to rest upon our eternal union with Christ as the Head
with the members-will not this knowledge and this grace stand us in
good stead when, in the times of trouble which are drawing near, we
may be called upon to suffer as were the saints of old? "They had trials
of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and imprisonment; they were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were
slain with the sword: they wandered about in sheep-skins and goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, tormented; of whom the world was not
worthy; they wandered in deserts and in mountains, and in dens and
caves of the earth;" and what gave them these powers of endurance but
the assurance gathered from the word of God, that they did not belong
to this world, but that their inheritance was in heaven,-that their
"record was on high," and that they were travelling through this wilderness to their eternal home. There is no pera.iIl/ienture to the righteous or
the wicked. "The wicked is driven away in his wickedness, but the
righteous hath hope in his death." The assurance that there is no
contingency in God's plan of salvation,-that His" yea and amen" are
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" from everlasting to everlasting," have sustained the elect of God from
the beginning of time, and will support them amidst all their trials and
conflicts and temptations till time shall be no more.
" Ye who all your hope deriving
From yourselves, have laboured long
To allay the storm by striving
But have found the storm too strong,
From the hopeless labour cease,
And to Jesus look for peace.
" Though rocks and quicksands deep
Through all your passage lie,
Yet Christ shall surely keep'
And guide you with His eye;
You cannot sink with such a prop
That bears the world and all things up."
Kennett, Mm·Zbm·ough.
J. F. P.

",:

THOUGHTS SUGGESTED BY THE PASSING YEAR 1869.
[Beloved reader, we would call your special atteDtion to the sentiments
expressed in the following lines by our dear aged correspondent. The
Lord is mercifully making much use of her pen, both in a way of comfort
to His children, and a protest against the sinful doings of our most
solemn, God-dishonouring times.-ED.J
.
How oft our hearts have trembled,
Awaken, Lord, Thy childrenThroughout this SOl81= year,
Oh, rouse our sluggish heartsWhile laws have been enacted,
And lead us forth to action
Which filled our souls with fear;
Before the light departs.
Our rulers have dissembled,
The days are getting darker,
Poor Ireland's hopes are gone,
Midnight is near at hand,
And all things seem combining
Let not the veil of Pqpery
To hasten Popery on.
Becloud our favour'd land.
Our Fathers bled and suffer'd
To keep this tyrant down,
They bore the cross most nobly,
:Nor feared a human frown.
But we, poor faithless children,
Forget those days of yore,
Nor seek the martyrs' spirit,
Which they so nobly bore.
Birminghmn.

*. *

I

I

Thou art the Sovereign Ruler
Of all in earth and heaven,
The glory and dominion
Shall unto Thee be given;
Thy never-failing purpose
Shall surely come to pass,
And every ransom'd sinner
Be gathered home at last.
E. B. M.

To be had post·free of Mrs. Moens, 47, Bath Row, Birmingham, Gd. per doz.
01' 3s. Gd. per hundred.

THE BELIEVER'S E,ESORT IN TROUBLE.

IN the world's eye that man is the wisest who has the most expedients,
-but the believer is taught far differently; he runs to the tru.'one of grace,
and gets, like Habakkuk, upon his watchtower; he goes to God with the
promise in his hand, as one goes to the bank for payment, saying, "This
has been by me some time, but now it is due. Thou saidst, 'Oall upon
me in the day of trouble, and I will deliver thee.'''
REV: R. OECIL.

l-
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OR, WHISPERS FROM THE DYING PILLOWS OF GOD'S SERVA.l',TS.
U

Mark the perfect mau, and behold the upright: for the end of that man is peace."-PSALM xxxvii,37.

"UPON THIS ROOK WILL I BUILD MY OHUROH."
" I waited pat%'ently for the L01·d,. and He inclined unto me, and heard my ory.
He brought me wp aZso out oJ an horrible pit, out of the miry clay, and set
my feet l(,P01fI, (b rook, and established my goings. And He hath put a new
song in my mouth, even praise ttnto our God: many shall see it, and fear, and
shall tJ'1(,S~ in the L01'd."-PsALM xl. 1-3.
A BRIEF ACCOUNT OF THE LIFE, ILLNESS, EXPERIENCE, AND DEPARTURE FROM THIS WORLD, OF MARTHA E. CHAPLIN,

The 'beloved daughter of Mr. William M. Ohaplin, of Moat Farm, Ridgewell, near Halstead, Essex, who fell asleep, July 9th, 1869, aged 21 years,
whose mortal remains were interred at the spot selected by herself in the
Ohapel Burial-ground in the above village. (Written by her father.)
THE subject of this memoir, in her lifetime, being very fond of reading Old Jonathan, I trust you will not think it out of place to insert
in your next number a few facts respecting her latter end, trusting that
it may, in the hands of the blessed Spirit, be the means of not only awakeIting some of the more youthful of your readers to a deep concern for the
things that belong to their eternal and everlasting welfare; but it may
be, that some of God's believing children, who are further advanced in
life, may gather some encouragement therefrom, and, in the true spirit of
patience and submission, exclaim with Job, "All the days of my appointed
time will I wait till my change come," and be more concerned how best
to spend that interval of time, "hich may be allotted to them in this lower
world.
. " Why should the wonders He has wrought
Be lost in silence and forgot ?'~
As to the more early part of the life of the deceased, I do not know
that it is needful to say much. I may only just remark that she was, to
use a common phrase, " a good girl," very conscientious, straight-forward,
obedient to parents; not running with the many, in following the customs
and fashions of the times; and, what is very unco=on in these days, she
had a very great desire always to attend the sanctuary of God's house.
Even when in the Sabbath-school, which she mentioned to me shortly
before her decease, how kindly she was instructed by her deal' teacher;
and if it was the Lord's will to raise her again, she should have liked to
have been a teacher herself, but that she felt the need of being taught
herself from above. Now all these things are very lovely qualities
wheresoever they are found, but if trusted in will most assuredly prove
to be but miry clay and sinking sand, where there is no standing. All
t.hese must be renounced as a means whereby to obtain the favour of God;
" for it is all of grace,"- and we must be brought to cry, "Lead me to the
Rock that is higher than 1." _
Now up to this time I would not by any means venture to say that the
dear deceased was one of the Lord's c.?-lled ones. I should rather say that
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she was not a subject of faith in the Lord Jesus Ohrist as her Saviour, her
Surety, her Rock, but was one of those spoken of in that wonderful passage of Scripture: "preserved in Ohrist Jesus."
I will now endeavour to state a few circumstances respecting her illness,
th!'l glorious work of the Lord in her soul, and her departure from this
world of -sin, suffering, and death. From her childhood up she had
been one of the most healthy of persons; there was blooming youth in
its most perfect form. But in April last she was obliged to leave the
situation she was filling, and return home. And on our hearing the
opin~on of her medical attendant, we had some fears respecting her state
of health. My prayer now to the Lord was, that if it pleased Him, she
might not be taken out of the world, but kept from the evil of it. But
since I have been so unmistakably led to see that" all things" connected
with this important case have so marvellously worked together for good,
that I can with the most filial submission say, "He hath done all things
well."
In a very short time, we found that consumption had already begun its
work; the rosy cheek had began to change from its original colour to the
hectic flush, and everything seemed to predict that it might have been
said unto her, as Martha of old said unto her sister, "The Master is come,
and calleth for thee."
.After being at home about six weeks, she was then obliged through
weakness to keep to her bed. The remainder of her time upon this earth
was about six weeks more, in which time the Lord was pleased in His
Sovereign mercy, by the blessed Spirit, to teach her her state by nature,
and to lead her into the glorious liberty of the children of God. I think,
no doubt, but a deal had been going on in her mind, but being of a reserved disposition had been held back; but it must be manifested that
others might see it, and trust in the Lord.
I now myself felt deeply concerned to watch over her, pray for her, and
attend her somewhat closely, believing the Lord was about to do a work;
and our prayers joined with the prayers and directions of our Ohristserving, God-honouring, and God-honoured pastor, who- was so kind and
attentive in visiting her; these I firmly believe as the means to an end in
her case were most specially blest. Oh, how she valued these things!
First of all was the burden of sin; to use her own words, "Here was
more than twenty years' sin staring her in' the face; it was ever before
her." She was troubled, uneasy. She now said, "Father, pray for
me." These words I shall never forget as coming not only from the lips
of a dear child who was shortly to be called out of time into eternity, but
most assuredly were the language and desires of her heart. Oh that we
who are parents may not only hear these words proceed from the lips of
our own children! but what a token for good it would be if we who are
Sunday-school teachers should _see the same desires manifested in the
hearts of those uilder our charge.
I now most gladly found that this burden of sin caused her to cry,
"Behold, she prayeth ! " and this was one of her petitions" Show pity, Lord! 0 Lord, forgive,
Let a repenting rebel live;
Are not Thy mercies large and free,
May not a sinner trust in Thee P"
This state of mind contin,ued some days whellli! tle faith was observable.
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Although small, it was of the right kind, and, moreover, there was the cry
to have it increased. This was her prayer"I asked the Lord that I may grow
In faith and love and every grace,
May more of His salvation know,
And seek more earnestly His face."
And how wonderfully was this petition granted her; I believe no soul
would be so taught as to make such progress in divine things in so
short a time, unless the Lord were preparing them shortly to enter into
that glorioutl habitation prepared fm' such from before the foundation of
the world.
One day as I was in her room she uttered these words, not knowing I
was there" Lord, what a wretched land is this
That yields us no supply."
Oh, I thought that little word" us " that she could now truthfully use (of
what value even for me to know that it embraced her in its meaning!)
afforded more joy to me than all this world could afford; she could now
see this world in its true character, and longed for those things which
were congenial with her new-regenerated spirit.
Her burden of sin was now entirely gone.
"He~' Saviour;s obedience and blood
Hid all her transgressions from view;"
That new song of praise was put into her mouth, and, although scarcely
able to articulate respecting other things, yet at midnight, very shortly
before her decea e, when her dear mother was sitting by her, she expressed
very distinctly the whole of that beautiful hymn"Children of the heavenly King,
.AB ye journey sweetly sing," &c.
The fear of death was wholly gone j she longed to be delivered; some
of her last dying words were these-" On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand.
All other ground is sinking sand."
Her end appeared now to be very near; she had apparently a sound
sleep for about an hour, after which she opened her eyes for a few
minutes, and then closed them' again, and, without a sigh, wi~hout a
groan, she rose and soared away!
./
No doubt there are many of the Lord's children who through fear of
death are subject to bondage. Methinks I should like to have had a
number of these unbelieving believers at the bedside of this young
disciple. I cannot think but what their bonds would at once have burst
asunder, and that each would have exclaimed" I could e'en now desire to lay
My limbs upon that bed,
And ask Thine envoy to convey
My spirit in her stead."
That little word" us" is still on my mind. No matter of what sect or
denomination, 'although 'many of the Lord's poor despised humble and
lowly ones are looked upon with a scornful eye by the proud Pharisee and
formal empty professor; yet, if that little WOl'd embraces them, they are
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precious in the Lord's estimation. "Ye are all one in Christ Jesus." The
apostle says, "He hath saved' us ' and called 'us.''' But no one can use
these words as their own but the called; but the dear deceased was at the
time one of the called ones, called out of a state of nature into a state of
grace, and was very shortly called out of this world of sin and sorrow into
a world of joy and blessedness, singing, "Unto Him that loved' us' and
washed 'us' from our sins in His own blood, to Him be glory and
dominion for ever and ever."
I should like to have said much more, not only upon the experience of
her that is not lost" but gone before," but also upon the event as bearing upon my own experience as being the severest trial on the one hand,
yet on the other one of the greatest blessings I ever received. " Whoso
is wise and will observe these things, even they shall understand the
lovingkindness of the Lord." But, fearing I have already trespassed upon
your space, I must conclude; and, if there is anything I have written which
may in the hands of the blessed Spirit be the means of helping anyone of
the Lord's poor doubting and fearing ones to advance only one step in
"His own right way," then unto His holy name shall be all the praise.
RidfleweU, neat' Halstead, EsseoJ.

W. M. O.

GRAOE TRIUMPHANT.
To the Eclit01' of the Gospel Standard.

My DEAR SIR AND BROTHER IN OHRIST,-I am thankful to see by this
month's nUIllber of the Gospel Standard, that you are somewhat better in
health. I trust it may be the will of God to spare you yet for many
years, even though it may be in a wilderness which you and I, together
with all the Lord's quickened ones, are called to pass through. I often
think of you as I last ~aw you, confined to your room, and scarcely able
to breathe the pure air of heaven. Your gifts and your habit of life to
me bespeak much of divine sovereignty and the great diversity of that
position in which it pleases the Lord to place His children. You are a
man of deep thinking powers, close reading, and patient research, whilst
I, on the contrary, am restless in the extreme; a couple of hours' reading
or writing tries me greatly. Times without number have I envied you
and my late brother-in-law (G. D. Doudney, of Plymouth), your powers
of thought and application. Again, he as well as yourself would scarcely
care to leave his study, I had nearly said for Clays together; 1:, whereas
I-especially since my last illness-require almost to live in the fresh air.
Since being bled, some eighteen months ago, I am so subject to faintness
in a room or in a close atmosphere, that I am obliged to betake myself to the
open air. I am now writing this pencil-line to you in my little summerhouse, where I of late have passed much of my time. Oh, what a blessed
thing it will be, dear brother, for us by and by to reach the land" of

*

It is not choice, but necessity, which keeps me so much indoors; for few, I believe,
enjoy the pure air of hcayen more than I do, or find it more indispensable to health; but
a peculiar tenderness of the mucons membrane of the chest, the result of old illnesses, amI
now of many years' standing, makes me so susceptible of cold that those cool, bracing •
. breezes which give health and strength to most often bring only illness to me. It is, I may
say, my daily cro~s; but its most trying featme is that it so lays me aside from the work
of the ministry, and, when I make engagements to preacb, often prevents me fulfilling
them, to my own disappointment, and I believe I may add, eof many others also.-J. C. P.
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which the inhabitants shall not say I am sick; and the people who dwell
. therein are forgiven their iniquity." It will be such a glorious thing,
moreover, to be out of gunshot of the devil. He has made sad havoc of
my poor soul for.many months past. People may say, " Oh, it is physical."
Granted; but my reply is, "We can no more manage the physical than
we can the mental." Many times have I heard dear old Mr. Lock
(Mr. Huntington's successor) remark, "You will say, 'But what do you
know about trouble?' Why, my friends," he would add, "if God intends
a grasshopper to be my burden, that grasshopper shall be more than I
can manage." And this was evident, for such was his nervousness, that
he would start in the pulpit at the least noise. A poor old woman
happened to dTOp heT stick one evening, as she sat in the aisle. The dear
old seT\ant of God gave a start, then paused, then for a minute or two
went on with his sermon'; then paused again, and said, "Did not tha,t old
"oman make a noise with her stick?" I mention this to show how the
Lord 8 ministers may be tried. Yet there sat for years together, immediately before the pulpit and directly facing the preacher, thTee men who
went there on purpose to criticise and ridicule that dear man of God. I
have sat from time to time, perfectly amazed at his calmness and docility,
as these three men sat side by side sneering and scoffing. Who, dear sir,
could conceive of anything more trying to a preacher? Yet this was the
state of things for years. On one occasion my dear brother-in-law
(before referred to) and I ventured to remonstrate with one of these men,
but I fear to little purpose. The dear old servant of God expressed his
gratitude for our humble endeavours. It was not long after that one,
the be t looking and halest of the three, was smitten with some sort of
pal there and then in the chapel, as if a signal token of the Lord's
righteous disapproval of the course they had so long pursued.
Then there was that blessed servant of Goel, dear Hemy Fowler, who
became latterly so low and nervous that he once told me, when I happened
to meet him on board a Ramsgate steamer, "that sometimes he could
scarcely speak to the members of his own family, and that he was obliged
thus to go from time to time on the water, and the rougher it was the
better it suited him." Now (strange to say), although I have crossed the
Irish Ohannel sixty times, and generally in rough weather, I had the
greatest horror of the sea until my late illness, since which I am never so
well as when by or on the water. Speaking of dear Henry Fowler, I
shall never forget a remark of his one Tuesday evening at that sacred
spot, Gower Street. I had gone there that night upon the very verge of
despaiT, with just the faint hope that there might be a crumb even for
such a poor starving one as 1. With respect to his darkness and depression, Mr. Fowler remarked, "I sometimes say, 'What, Lord, must I have
this trial. or that temptation again and again? Haven't I learnt my
lesson yet? ' But," he added, "if it is for the good of any of thy dear
children, be it so." As much as to say, "I am content to suffer if it be
that suffering is in the leastwise to contribute to the well-being of the
people." Oh, how timely was that word to my soul! How I saw that
the repetition of the lesson, "line upon line, line upon line, precept upon
precept, precept upon precept," "IV as by no means confined to oneself, and
that if such an eminent servant of God as Mr. Fowler was thus called to
suffer, how well might a young obscure disciple (if indeed he were a
disciple) expect such teaching and such discipline.
But the reason of my taking up my pen at this time, dear sir, is to
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tell you how much the obituary of Elizabeth Williams, published in this
month's Gospel Standard, has been blessed to my soul. I will not disgu~se the fact that for eighteen months past I have had the fear of the
artICle of death so much upon me that I have from time to time turned
eagerly. to ~our obituaries, as well. as to other records, with the hope that
sometbmg m the case of others mIght meet my own. Strange as it may
·appear, I, who for upwards of forty years was delivered for the most part
from the fear of death, have of late been so much under its influence
that I dare not attempt to tell one tithe of what I have gone through.
For years and years I have felt and argued that "dying strength was
not to be looked for nor needed until a dying hour, and in that dying
hour assuredly there would be, as verily as God is true, dying strength."
Upo~ that my soul could for most part rest. But in the early part of my
late Illness the enemy was permitted to " come in like a flood," and when
I thought I was dying, he so assaulted my soul, and the Lord saw fit so
to keep Himself out of sight, that the remembrance of that" horror of
great darkness" has never wholly left me j and yet numberless times,
especially in the waking hours of the night-season, I have gone over the
ground again and again with the Lord, begging and entreating> Him to
"show me wherefore He contended with me." But in this respect I have
felt l}:0 rebuke~no intimation that I had said or done aught to offend
·Him, -apart from that utter nothingness and absolute worthlessness which
one feels and mourns over day by day. Yet the shrinking from the
article of death has ~continued, ancl thus far has been attended with a
depression perfectly indescribable. The account, however, written by
that bereaved husband is most heart-cheering; and, seeing that his
departed one was encouraged, not merely by your ministrations, but
even by some remarks that the Lord had enabled me two years since
to make, I thought it so remarkable that her words should in turn be
made to speak to my heart in a time of sorrow. When I took up your
Magazine to glance at its contents, I thought, "This article is too long;
I cannot read it at present," but my "eye dropping upon Mr. Huntington's
name, Dr. Oole's, and your own, I commenced reading; and as I read,
became so interested that I could not lay down the Magazine until I
had. completed it. In fact, I read it on the road to Bath, whither
I was about to journey yesterday, and my heart was melted before
the L~rd as I contemplated that signal instance of His love, grace,
power, and Divine faithfulness. The reading of the paper in question
brought to my mind that sweet Scripture: "Whether one member
suffer, all the members suffer with it." Oh, how then, my dear sir, "the
· more feeble members are nece sary." Ah, who shall say-what heart
conceive-the weak instruments and the tiny means the Lord may
sovereignly and graciously use for the accomplishment of His own covenant
purposes in the salvation of His elect!
Forgive this lengthened epistle. It comes from the warmth of my
heart, and with my poor cries that the Lord may bless the dear bereaved hU$band and children of the now glorified Elizabeth Williams,'
and that He may cheer you, and strengthen you, and very greatly
encourage you, my dear sir, in the arduous work to which He has called
you. Oh, what a glorious prospect is that before us when, without party
names or petty feelings, we shall hope, through rich and free and
'sov:ereign grace, to sit down with Abraham and Isaac and J acob in
the kingdom of Oul' Father, to sing eternally and uninterruptedly the
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song of Moses and. the Lamb! No dark seasons then, dear brother; no
tempting devil; ,no corrupt flesh; no captivating world, no sleepless
nights; no cloudy days:
.
" No groans to mingle 'Yith the songs
Whioh warble from immortal tongues."
" My soul anticipates the day
Would stretch her wings and soar awa.y,
The song to join, a palm to bear,
And bow, the ohief of sinners, there."
Yours, dear Brother, faithfully and affectionately in Ohrist,
Bedminste?', Sept. 2, 1869.
DAvID A. DOUDNEY.
[We insert the above letter with much pleasure, chiefly for two reasons: 1, on
account of the testimony which it bears to the remaEkable Obituary which appeared in
our last Number, and 2, as being glad to see that our brother editor is brought into a
new field of exercise which, we trust, will be founel eventually to work for his own good,
and of those for whom he ministers by tongue or pen. We know too much of temptation
oUISelves to take pleasure in seeing others tempted; but we are well satisfied, both from
personal experience and observation, that no ministry is of any real value to the poor
tried, tempted people of God but'that which springs out of an exercised heart; and thus,
though we desire to sympathize with our friend and brother under his present exercises,
yet in the hope that out of them a blessing will come to himself and others, we cannot
but rejoice that he has been brought down from a spot continuing in which he could have
spoken with little power to those tried and exercised children of God, "who, through fear
of deatb, are all their lifetime stlbject to bondage," and who, however clear and blessed
their experience in times past, cannot rest upon the mere doctrine or hope that~' dying
faith will be given in a dying hour," but want to hear the voice of their Beloved now, and
to have His manifested presence and power in every season of temptation and trial.-En.
G. S.]

[The subjoined was forwarded to the esteemed editor of the Gospel
Standard, in acknowledgment of his insertion of our letter, and in reply
to his kind remarks as annexed thereto. The letter in question has
awakened the affectionate sympathies of various personally-unknown
writers, one or two of whose letters we cannot forbeal' inserting.-ED.]
TEMPTATION AND TRIAL; OR, "OUT OF THE DEPTHS
HAVE I ORIED UNTO THEE, 0 LORD."
To the EditO'l' of the Gospel Standm·d.

My DEAR SIR AND BROTHER IN OHRIST,-I thank you for so kindly
inserting my letter, and for the brotherly remarks you have appended
thereto; but, as I ventme to think the latter are somewhat liable to be
misunderstood by at least a portion of your readers, may I ask you to
allow a word of explanation to appear at yom earliest convenience?
You speak, dear brother, of my having been "brought down" from a
certain spot. Now this might well lead your readers to imagine that I
had been wont to occupy a high and exalted position somewhat, if not
far, removed from the regions of trial and temptation. It is this I want
to set right. For most part, as intimated in my letter, since the Lord was
pleased to speak pardon and peace to my soul, at Southampton, in or
about the year 1826, I have, with respect to the subject of death, been
enabled to rest assmed that as the Lord had promised daily strength for
daily needs, so when the time came for me to .depart out of this world,
there should be verily strength to meet the last enemy, that dying
.strength would most certainly he given in a dying hom; that the gra~e
given according to all the necessitous circumstances of life should prove
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to be but the earned of grace and strength given in the hour and article
of death. But I would not have you or your readers imagine that this
was a mere flighty feeling or a giddy confidence, in which some" may
indulge, and quote, as the ground for that flightiness or the justification
of that vain confidence, such a precious portion as, "Take no thought
for the morrow; for the morrow shall take thought for the things of
itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof." I believe this most
gracious declaration is taken great advantage of by our common enemy,
and that, through his craft and subtilty, it has been grossly abused and
made to mip.ister to a carnal security, leading his hapless votaries to
trust to what has proved in their case to be a mere ignis fatuus, which
has at length left them the fatal victims to a deplorable and destructive
delusion.
But, my dear sir, permit me to say, that, in my own case, although I
may not have had as a rule and in constant exercise, dark fears and
gloomy forebodings about the article of death-alth01;,gh no stranger to
these ocabsionallAj-yet I have, in the course of my feeble ministry and
most imperfect editorship, been called to encounter no small amount of
trial and temptation. My humble labours have, I assure you, sprung
"out of the depths." My connexion with the GOSPEL MAGAZINE commenced when I was immersed in a large and anxious business in the
very heart of the Oity of London. No sooner had I entered upon my
editorial career than trials set in upon me with almost overwhelming
force. Sickness and death in my family; child after child sickened and
died, and then the wife of my bosom (the loved one of my very earliest
years) was taken from me. Within a few months my family grave was
opened four times, receiving as a precious deposit the remains of three
dear children and their loved mother. I became" like a wild bull in a
net." I was ready to curse the day that I ever heard of the GosPEr,
MAGAZINE. I have walked the streets of your great city, and, in the
veriest indignation, mentally told thB Most High" He might damn me
if He liked; that His was anything but fatherly conduct, first to give,
and then to take away; it was more manlike than Godlike." I am sure
I have often wondered that He did not take me at my word; and so He
would had He been man rather than GOD. At other times He has melted
me with His 'goodness, "bringing down my heart "ith labour," and
giving me to exclaim with blessed Job, "Thou speakest as one of the
foolish women speaketh. ",Vhat? shall we receive good at the hand of
God, and shall we not receive evil? . . . . The Lord gave, and the
Lord· hath taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord." But I dare
not dwell upon these things, my dear sir, or I 'should swell my letter to
a length which would, of necessity, preclude your giving it admission.
I will mer.ely add, that after a succession of trial, losses, and crosses,
when at lliugth thrust into the ministry, from that day to this, both
editorially and ministerially, my labours have been in the fires, and out of
the depths. Mr. Huntington somewhere says, "Preach your frame; it
is sure to meet the case of others." Now upon this principle I have
been uniformly led. In seeking to write or preach, my first question
is, "What do I want myself?" That gives me the keynote. A poor
helpless bankrupt sinner, wanting wisdom, grace; and strength, day by
day, and moment by moment. This is where I live, and where I have
. lived, and how I have sought to labour for little short of thirty years
past; and it was but this very day, when feeling an amount of bodily
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infirmity and sinking of heart perfectly indescribable, I mentally took
up ilie language of the late never-to-be-forgotten Watts Wilkinson.
pon his deathbed that dear man of God exclaimed, "I can never get
beyond the cry of the poor publican, 'God, be merciful to me, a sinner.' "
These few remarks, my dear sir, will, I trust, suffice to prove that,
although as a rule and for an uninterrupted continuance, I have not had
the fear of the article of death preying upon me as I have had of late,
yet for many, many years I have had other trials and other temptations
which have tended to keep me down and to lay me low at the footstool
of mercy as a poor sinful polluted "IIorm, rejoicing in the hope of the
fulness and freeness of a salvation which is ., without money and without
price."
The Lord abundantly ble s you, my dear sir, editorially and ministerially, and may "lie at last, tlu'ough rich and free and sovereign grace,
meet around the throne to sing unitedly and uninterruptedly and eternally
His praise, and, with the one redeemed family gathered out of every
nation, tongue, and people, shout triumphantly and everlastingly, "Victory, victory through the blood of the Lamb! " So prays
Your brother and companion in tribulation,
Bedminster, October 6, 1869.

DAYID

A. DOUDNEY.

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.

My DEAR Sm,-I have just read, with deep and mingled emotions, your
letter in the present number of the Gospel Standard. I could not restrain
my tears as I followed you, with an intense fellow-feeling, in your description of the terrible temptation through which you are called to pass;
a temptation, I believe, common to a great number of the Lord's dear
children, some of whom, I cannot but hope, your triumphant deliverance,
in the Lord's good time, may be the means of strengthening and arming
for the same conflict. How true it is that you must yourself know these
things experimentally, in order that you may be of real service to those of
the Lord's people who are travelling in the same g'loomy path.
I remember hearing a dear gracious man speak (it was in private) of a
temptation by. which he was once fiercely assailed,-a temptation to an
act so wicked, so repulsive, and so unnatural, that he could not mention it
"Ilithout shame and horror. He was mercifully delivered from it; but
often "Ilondered why he had been subjected to such a fiery triaL The
reason was soon explained to him. A poor man, a member of his church,
came to him one day in a state of indescribable distress, and requested
that his name might be erased from the list of members, declaring that
he had been the subject of thoughts, feelings, and temptations so dreadful
and so wicked that he was quite sure he could not be a Ohristian, and
was therefore unfit to be a member of a Olu'istian church.
On comparing notes, the minister and the poor man found that, in this
matter, the experience of each was substantially the same. "Tlben," said
the good man, "I understood why I had been made to pass through such
an ordeal-that I might be the means, in God's hand, of saving my poor
brother from despau-."
I mention this for yOUl' comfort and encouragement; for I feel per.
fectly assured that our gracious God and Father will gloriously deliver
you, in His own time, and make your trial a blessing to others of His
poor, tempted, trembling children.
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While my heart was saddened on your account in reading your letter,
I could not but rejoice to see such sympathy, love, and soul-union between
the conductors of the two great free-grace periodicals of the day, breaking
through" party names and petty feelings," and thus publicly manifesting
that though differing in name you are one in heart.
Believe me, dear sir, you are not the only one who reads the" obituaries" in the Gospel Standar'd with eager hope and haste; nor the only
one whose soul has been strengthened and refreshed by finding there
such blessed proofs of the love, grace, and faithfulness of J ~sus. Oh,
bless His de::p.· name! the last extremity is usually His opportunity for the
~'ichest displays of the unfathomable love of His heart. Oh, yes, Jesus
can and does" make a dying bed feel soft as downy pillows are." It is
no poet's fiction; we believe it on God's own testimony, and the" obituaries" with one voice confirm the blessed truth.
Commending you to the tender sympathy and unerring guidance of the
Great Head of the Church,-I am, dear sir, yours affectionately in Him,
Scarborough.
W. S. ROBIN SON.
To the Editor of the Gospel Maga,zine.

Srn,-I beg to apologize for intruding myself on your
. notice who am an entire stranger to you, but I cannot refrain expressing
the great encouragement, pleasure, and gratitude I felt upon reading
your letter printed in the Gospel Standard this month (October), having
been so similarly and painfully exercised in reference to the constant
dread of death. For upwards of eighteen months, with few exceptions,
with the return of each evening came the impression I should not see
the morning light, accompanied by anguish of mind, as is known only
to those who have experienced the same; and one occasion the struggle
was so great and the nervous system sunk so low, that I felt unconscious
and apparently dead; nor had the strongest stimulants any effect for
upwards of three hours: still no illness preceded or followed the attack,
beyond great weakness.
With what intensity of feeling I'inquired into the cause, often fearing
it a species of insanity or religious melancholy, and how anxiously I
sought in biographies and obituaries an account of anything similar; but
in vain, until I read that recorded of Elizabeth Williams, and confu'med
by your own precious letter. Will it not be of some slight satisfaction
to know how much you have benefited a distant stranger?
At the present time I am much relieved, and, as the question may
occur to you, Under what remedies? I would add, The goodness of the
Almighty alone. Directly follomg the exhaustion referred to above,
I lost by death a dear sister, and three months later my mother; since
which time I have expected my father's death frequently, and many times
daily. During these painful trials my strength has increased, and the
fear of death has fled, and truly I am unable to give expression to anything more applicable than the words, "Is there anything too hard for
the Lord? " All the past painful exercises may return, but the knowledge you have experienced the same must be a source of encouragement.
Oh, that you may be delivered and strengthened, and, if the Lord's
. will, leave this world of sin and sorrow, triumphing over the powers of
darkness j and, if not, the darkness will but enhance the glorious light of
-that city where the Lamb is the light thereof, and where sighing and
mourning luwe fled away.
:REV. AND DEAR
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I trust you will overlook all incohel'encres, and can only plead as excuse
for penning these lines a unity of spirit rendered acutely susceptible of
sorrow or joy by nervous suffering, aud a desire to acknowledge with
heartfelt gratitude the value of your letter,
And remain, dear Sir,
Yours respectfully and affectionately in the bonds of the Gospel,
Chipping Ongwr.
E. T.

_ THE LA.TE BISHOP OF OARLISLE.
IF the Lord should spare our life, and permit us to continue our imperfect
labours, "e shall, in May next, have been thiJ:ty years the Editor of this
"ork. We refer to this fact, simply with a view of stating, that, never
did "efeel a death-our own dear kindred excepted-more than we have that
of the beloved Bishop of Oarlisle. During our editorship, as our readers
are aware, "e have had to record the death of many, very many precious
souls-dear children of God; but never did a removal make a deeper
impression upon our heart than that of the now glorified Bishop
W ALDEGRAVE. We entertained for him the very highest esteem and
regard. It was our privileg'e, on sundry occasirms, to enjoy personal
fellowship with him. It, has been well said of him, that he possessed
what are seldom combined in the same person-eminent attainments
combined with the very humblest views of himself. At one of our last
interviews, a parochial matter being hroached, he closed the discussion, after
havinO' given his opinion, by saying, cc But you know best, having had
more ~xperience than 1." How few men in his position would have made
such a concession, the more especially as he had been an experienced and
painstakinO' parochial minister, before he was raised to the episcopacy.
-80 bent had he been upon serving his Lord and Master as an humble
pastor, that he had foregone collegiate promotion and endowments for that
purpose; and, when at length the see of Oarlisle was offered him, we are
prepared to testify, from the very best authority, that he for some time
hesitated as to the acceptance of a position which would separate him from
the people to whom he had become so attached, and, at the same time, be
compelled to relinquish parochial work.
Who that has visited Rose Oastle can forget the affectionate bearing
throughout the family circle of its b'eloved head? Who that has listened
to his morning or evening expositions in the private chapel of that now
desolate mansion, but must have been struck with their point, and, at the
same time, with their simplicity and power? Who can forget the ardour
and importunity of the Bishop's prayers, as he seemed to creep into
the very heart of his loved and loving Lord? How earnestly and how
affectionately would he commend to J ehovah's watchfulness and careHis guidance and His blessing-not meraly his own family or household
or diocese, but the one Church of the Redeemed. And, in his preaching,
whilst there was abundant evidence of research and thought and due
consideration, who can forget the weight and the savour that attended his
home-and-heart-spoken words? How significant of his holy concern and
uniform solicitude on behalf of the people was the last text from which he
preached in the private chapel of Rose Oastle-cc Work while it is day:
the night cometh when no man can work." That he died in harness is
beyond all doubt. That he shortened his days (humanly speaking) by
the intensity of his labours is equally certain. We question if ever any
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other diocesan did the variety and amount of work, within anything like
the same limit of years that the Bishop of Oarlisle accomplishec1. _His
labours were perfectly marvellous. To make himself master of his
position as he did, whereby to know the exact state and condition of every
part of his diocese, was something unprecedented. Holding the doctrines
of grace as he did, and fearlessly enunciating them as he was wont to do,
we consider it a distinguishing mercy that the brief, but active, energetic,
and most successful episcopate of the late beloved and deeply-lamented
Bishop of Oarlisle stands forth as a glorious, practical refutation of the
libel and the _slandel~ of those who would attach idleness, indifference,
or Antinomianism, to the hard covenant verities of our most holy faith
denominated Oalvinism or high and 0 bj ectionable doctrine. Sure we are
-and the Bishop of Oarlisle was a striking illustration of the fact-that
there is no class of men who labour more ardently or prayerfully or selfdenyingly than those who believe and rejoice in the covenant settlements
and gracious appointments of a covenant J ehovah. Whilst such men
know that "He worketh all things after the counsel of His own will,"
they, at the same time, know and act, moreover, upon the knowledge
that Jehovah hath equally appointed the means whereby to work out and
accomplish His own:covenant designs.
We are happy to avail ourselves of the opportunity which the Ccvrlisle
Patriot affords us of placing before our readers copius extracts from the
Dean of Oarlisle's and other sermons preached in reference to this most
solemn event of the removal of such a bishop at such a juncture in the
Ohurch's history as the present. Whilst the condition of both the Ohurch
and the world is critical and perplexing to the last degree, we cannot but
contemplate such a removal as that of the Bishop of Oarlisle with the very
deepest anxiety. Our own sober conviction is, that not to say simply
within the memory of man, but not for ages and generations, has the
condition of Ohristendom been nearly so critical as at the present. Hence,
the taking away of wise, judicious, zealous, self-denying, God-honouring
men-such as Dr. Waldegrg,ve was-is a matter for the very gravest concern. In the annexed extracts will be found many interesting facts touching the character and successful labours of the late Bishop. We are happy
to be able to give them a permanent place in these pages. A future
generation (should there be one) will then be able to turn to these records,
and read these precious facts touching' this great and good man. . ,Ve
cannot close without earnestly and affectionately commending the bereaved
widow and fatherless children to the prayers of our beloved readers. May
the Lord, of His great mercy, still sustain, comfort, and abundantly bless,
giving each to say, "The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away;
blessed be the name ofthe Lord."
EXTRACTS FROM SERMONS PREACHED AT CARLISLE, OCTOBER 10, 1869.
CARLISLE CATHEDRAL.

On Sunday afternoon, the Very Rev. the DEAN of CARLISLE preached
the funeral sermon of Bishop Waldegrave, in Oarlisle Oathedral. Before
the doors were opened, a concourse sufficient to £ll the great building
twice over was assembled outside; and within five minutes of their being
o'pened, not only was every seat occupied, but every foot of standing room
was taken up by the surging mass of worshippers.
The DEAN'S text was taken from Revelation xiv. 13: "And I heard 11
voice from Heaven, saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead which

601

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINl!:.

\

die in the Lord, from henceforth; yea, saith the Spirit, that they may
rest from their labours, and their works do follow them."
First, then, I ask, what does this voice say? " I heard a voice from
heaven, saying unto me, WRITE! '.' Mark that word, brethren. That
which was spoken from heaven was not to be committed to the treacherous
wings of uncertain tradition, to the varying reports of men. Don't tell
it; write it !-I fancy I almost hear an echo from yonder grave, saying,
" Yes; write! write! write!" Our beloved Chief Pastor, brethren, never
spoke so strongly as when he honoured God's written word, as when he
set up the wor.d of the Living God, written as on a tablet of gold with a
pen of iron by the Spirit of the most High God. Oft have we heard him,
standing in this place, bearing witness to the Truth" That all Scripture
is given by inspiration of God "-that it was God's Holy Spirit which
wrote, and that that which was written was the word of God-" God's
word written." This was the basis of all his teaching, the assurance of
all his expectations, the foundation of everything that was good in our departed Bishop. He planted his foot, not on the ChtU'ch, not on tradition,
not on any forms of man, but on God's invariable, unchanging, everlasting word; and on that foundation he built up all those abundant and
blessed works of which we are now to hear.
But the voice said, "Write!" What shall I write? " Blessed are the
dead!" Blessed are the dead? Oh, what strange news! The world
says, "Blessed are the living "-for they think it a very melancholy thing
to die-" blessed are the rich, blessed are the gay, blessed are the prosperous, blessed are those who achieve success in the world:"-but the
Bible says, "Blessed are the dead!" Good news this from heaven,
brethren! Did you ever hear it elsewhere? Did you ever hear it fi.·om
the oracles of ancient pagan philosophy, poetry, or oratory? Many things
were blessed of them, but never" Blessed are-the dead." No; all their
consolation, all their morals, and all their expectations for the world to
come were comprised in the carnal adage, " Let us eat and drink; for
to-morrow we die. "
But are all the dead blessed? Ah, no. There is a restrictive clause, a
distinctive utterance in my text. The writing of the angel's pen must
thus be read. It is not "Blessed are all the dead; " but "blessed are
the dead which die in the Lord." Oh, brethren, what momentous words
are those-" in the Lord." To die" in the Lord." This is the balance
on which eternity is suspended. "In the Lord "-salvation; out of the
Lord-perdition. It is one or other! What thlln is it to be in Christ?
How many of us have heard om departed Pastor and Bishop tell us what
that means; oft has he assured us that it is not baptism, that it is not
cO?ifit'mation, that it is not tlie Lord's Supper, that it is not ordination, that
it is not even c01UJ8(}ration; for some men have held all these offices and
have been partakers of all these ordinances, and have never yet been
joined to Christ ! We may have every outward form, without the inward
power of godliness; we may be baptized by water without being baptized
of the Spirit; and unless we are baptized and quickened by God the
Holy Ghost, we are not in Clu:ist, we are not living in Him, we do not
love Him, we are not united to Him by saving faith, we have no assurance
of forgiveness. So our beloved pastor taught.
. But he did more. He himself stood before us; he lived in Christ, he
died in the Lord; "living and dYing, he was the Lord's!" We have
many sweet and blessed testimonies to this, and did tUne permit we could
yy
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adduce many evidences of his love to Jesus, of his faith in Jesus, of his
unshaken confidence that he was accepted of Him and was safe in Him.
I might repeat to you many pious utterances kindly furnished to me by
those nearest ana dearest to him, who were willing to draw aside the
curtain of the sick and dying chamber, that the Church of God might be
edified and comforted in like circumstances. But I confine myself to one
testimony, and that is his own-his own in most solemn circumstances,
his own when he gathered up his feet into his bed and made his last will
and testament. If a man ever speaks the truth, probably he speaks it
then. Within two short months of his departure, ere his powerful mind
was weakened by physical distress he could thus write, and to this affix
his name; it is dated the 5th of August: "This is the last will and
testament of Samuel W aldegrave, Bishop of Carlisle. I desire in the
first place to testify that I die in the faith of Christ crucified, and as a
sinner saved by grace alone, humbly trusting in the alone blood and
righteousness of my Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, and in the full assurance
of that eternal and unchangeable love ofthe Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

one Triune God, which it has been my joy and delight to have been
permitted to proclaim tl11'oughout my beloved diocese whenever I had
opportunity;" (and they will hear his voice no more!) "and "hich
doctrines as they have been my comfort in life, are now my stay and suppo1"t in
the prospect of death, and of eterndy ! "
But again we would listen to the holy voice and ask why it is that" the
dead in Christ are blessed?" The first answer is, Because they are
immediately happy! "From henceforth," saith the Spirit, "Blessed are
the dead that die in the Lord!" " From henceforth," from the moment
of their death; from the last suffering sigh on earth, then the joys and
glories of heaven begin.
Brethren, there are some men, even clergymen of the Church of
England, who are not ashamed to say that they know not the meaning of
the word" Protestant." Now, I will tell you the difference between the
word Protestant and the word Popery. Popery consigns its best and
holiest men to immediate torture in the world to come-sends them all to
Purgatory, through which they must go, and in which they must remain
a longer or shorter time. Was there ever such a frightful fiction as that?
I wonder that men have ever received it-this monstrous, cruel, accursed
idea that the blessed dying saint, washed in the blood of Jesus, should go
into a place of torment! That is Popery. Protestantism tells you that
this is false; taking its source of truth from the Bible only, it declares
that Purgatory is a fiction-a cruel, monstrous fiction; and assures you,
in a thousand tongues of Scripture, that" to be absent from the body is
to be present with the Lord;" that" to depart" is not to go to Purgatory,
but "to depart, and be with Christ" (unless Christ is in Purgatory) : and
whispers to you the loving words poured into the ear of the dying thief
upon the Cross, "This day shalt thou be with me in Paradise." There
was no Purgatory for the dying thief. Oh, treasure up your Bibles.
Brethren! Cleave to the simple truth called" Protestantism," because it
protests against the falsehoods of Popery, which deceive the soul and chill
the very heart of'man in his tenderest moments. With what anguish and
agony should I part for ever from one whom I loved, if I thought that
loved one was passing into the flames of Purgatory! But, beholding
that feeble, frail, and drooping body fading away from the earth, I contemplate the soul as a glorified spirit; being abse~t from the body, it will
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at once be in joy with the Lord; and so I can, in fullest confidence, and
the utmost peace, commit that poor wasted frame to the ground: "Earth
to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust;" because I know that the feeling,
trembling, hoping, joying soul is not there, but is" from henceforth" and
for ever " with the Lord."
.
But, I ask yet again, Why are the dead in Ohrist blessed? And the
answer of the Spirit is, "for they rest from their labours." This is not
only a cheering apd comforting and consoling part of our subject, but
one which will place before us the character of our beloved pastor even
more emphatically than before. "They rest from their labours." This
is the grand promise which runs through both testaments: "they shall
enter into rest"-" resting in God"-" there remaineth a rest for the
people of God;" and that special promise is given them because they are
all weary labourers, all men of toil. Every true Ohristian must be so;
he is fighting a battle, he is doing a great work, he is toiling, struggling,
contending, praying continually, night and day, all his life long. Therefore every Ohristian is a labourer needing rest. But how much more so
is every minister of Ohrist a man of toil! he especially devotes himself to
that blessed work; if he minister worthily, he will labour more abundantly, his labour will be incessant for the glory of God and for the
salvation of souls. And here the image of our departed pastor and Bishop
rises up before us; and we think of him as resting from his labours. But
have you thought of the labours from which he rests? Have you contemplated that peculiar characteristic of this good man, now no more?
Labour to him was life, and life was labour! From his boyhood there
was always a difficulty in tearing him from his books, and in inducing
him to relax his severe studies. The same is patent in every stage of his
life. A dutiful and loving son, the youth commences his University
career-and there. by dint of extraordinary labour, he attains remarkable
honours. He applies himself with such zeal to his work that he attains
the highest honours both in classics and mathematics which that great
University confers. Such were the fruits of his labours as a student.
And then we see him in the next phase of his life. Where is the man of
double honours, with a brilliant University career before him, and every
temptation to bide there and take a great stand among his fellows-where
is he? The great classical scholar and mathematician lays all his honours
down at the foot of the cross, and as a laborious curate in the city of that
University we find him sitting beside the bed of the sick and needy,
directing some weary one into the way of peace, pointing the sinner to
Jesus, and comforting the dying. What a blessed work was this!
. Trace his steps through all the gradefJ of his ecclesiastical life-as
incumbent, canon of a cathedral, and finally as a Bishop-and what he
was as a Bishop of the Ohurch of the living God is well known to us all.
And here I hardly know what to say, without appearing to exaggerate
and to overstate-what is the broad and patent truth. No one knows
what his labours were in "this diocese-how, day and night, he was found
going about doing good, visiting his clergy, confirming the young, and
instructing the people in a thousand ways; always at work, writing
innumerable letters, begging all over the country from the good and
wealthy for the assistance of Ohristian people in carrying on his works of
faith and labours of love. In fact, I do not hesitate to affirm that no
labouring man among you, no weary artisan who wipes the sweat from
his brow at the close of his day's work, no poor ill-paid curate in the
Y Y 2
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diocese, works so hard in head and heart as his Bishop did: harder he
cannot work. He would often :preach three times on the Sunday; he
would lose his rest, travelling by night in order to be in his plaoe in
Parliament, to vote in favour of the Sabbath-day; and then down again
to the scene of his duty here. Alas! alas! I cannot but feel that if he
had spared himself a little, he might have been spared to us much longer.
I believe he has died in your service! I believe, as surely as any gallant
soldier has mounted the breach and fallen in battle, so my departed friend
has .worn himself out for your good and the glory of Jesus,-cheerfully, not reluctantly or grudgingly; sparing neither his poor head nor
his heart, but, labouring more and more, he has died in his work, and he
has died in the Lord. Oh, how sweet must it be to rest from such labour
as his! In proportion to his weariness and cares, his vexation and
sorrows, in proportion to the weight of his burdens here, so sweet must
be the place of his rest! Dear friends, let us think of him not as dead,
but as living and happy. Let us think of our blessed Lord's words, "I
am the God of Abrabam, the God of Isaac, the God of Jacob." "He is
the God, not of the dead, but of the living;" and Jesus thus proved that
the saints are living, It is, then, our living pastor we must think of, who,
having laid aside the burden of the flesh, is now at rest. He never suffered himself to rest in this world; it was with him as with Noah's dove,
there was no place for the sole of his foot to rest on here; but now he has
gone to his own place, now he rests for ever, and no wave of trouble shall
ever roll across his peaceful breast.
You all know the school of divinity to which he belonged. He made
no secret of it. He was an honest man and confessed what he believed.
Everyone knows that he attached himself to what is vulgarly and improperly called" The High Calvinistic School." Salvation by the eternal
purpose of God, the sovereignty of Divine grace, the impossibility that the
elect can finally fall away,-these, and a class of other blessed truths, not
held by all Christians, were held by him, and that to their fullest extent;
so that he believed every man who is saved is saved by the grace of
God to him a perishing sinner, and that he is thus saved because he was
"elected from all eternity to salvation" "through sanctification of the
Spirit and belief of the truth." Now, is it not a fact worthy of consideration, respecting one so distinguished by these views, that we may challenge
anyone to produce a clergyman or minister of any denomination, to name
a Bishop of any school of thougl:!t, a man of any sect or party, who has
done a greater amount of work than Bishop Samuel Waldegrave in the
few fleeting years that God spared him among us? I am not speaking
at random; I will appeal to statistics to confirm what I say. We have
before dwelt upon his labours; now we will speak of the n:uit of those
labours. And here I might appropriately describe the state of things
which he found in this diocese when he entered on it nine years ago;
but I will only cursorily observe that there was spiritual destitution among
the people, and temporal destitution among the clergy-130 benefices
were under £100 a year, and 67 of them were without parsonage houses,
and the incomes attached to them were under £120 per annum. Now,
our beloved Chief Pastor, considering these things, "as persuaded that
unless the clergy were made in a certain degree independent, unless their
wives and families were placed above want, it was impossible that they
could profitably exercise theii.- spiritual office, by caring exclusively for
the souls of men. So, in February, 1862~not quite eight years ago-he
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founded that wonderful society, the Church Building Society, for this
diocese, the object of which is to build, repair, and endow such churches
as needed, and also to build parsonage houses for the clerg'y. Now, in
this brief period of eight years what has he done? I say what has HE
done? And by implying that he himself did this work, I am only doing
him justice. It is true he had two excellent, devoted secretaries, and
others who laboured with him; but without him the work could have made
no progress; and to his great industry, assiduity, and zeal we must chiefly
and almost exclusively ascribe, under God, this remarkable success. He
raised and di&tributed in those eight years, £15,000 for the purposes
I have named; but that is the least part of it. That £15,000 had created
other £115,000, obtained either from the Commissioners, or in the shape
of private donations, or from charitable bodies, one and all called forth by
his importunity. And what is the result? Thirty-one churches have
been built or restored, thirty-six parsonages have been erected, and
thirty-nine benefices have had their endowments augmented. And this is
the work of only eight years! I do not believe that in the whole surface
of England any' diocese can be found in which an equal result has been
obtained in eight years. These were some of the active works in which
he was ,engaged, but these, remember, are only a part of them.
My dear friends, you do owe something to such a bishop; and I know,
from sources which I cannot doubt, that not only did he. give his time and
labour, but to his power, and, above his power, his money also, to aid
these good works. And now "his works follow him." Tl~esB are the

fruits 0/ kis CalV/:nistic principles, which, according to some, produce Antinomianis1n and laxifly of mM'als. But again I say, Produce a man of any

other school of thought or theological opinions who has laboured morelaboured more humbly, more sincerely, more devotedly, and, we may
add, more successfully. He has borne practical witness, indeed, to the
truth and power of those principles which he so long held, and which, as
you have just heard, supported him in life and comforted him in death.
But I must pause. I am not here to glorify man, but God! It would
almost bring him back from his tomb if he thought I were only praising
him; and yet he, if any man, could have most truly said, in the words of
the apostle, "I have laboured m0re abundantly than they all; yet not I,
but the grace of God which was with me." All honour, glory, and praise
be given unto Him by whose power alone these things were done! Let
us bless God for the mighty, practical testimonies thus afforded us, that
Gospel principles produce laborious personal sacrifices and holy living;
and may God write this lesson in all our hearts!
.
During his long season of great suffering (and few have suffered. more)
he was never deserted-he never for a lllOment doubted God's eternal
love to him. Now, this is recorded for you and for me. God's gift was
not to him because he was a great and good man, but because he was a
believing sinner. On many occasions he has declared that he accounted
himself" the chief of the sinners," "an unprofitable servant;" though,
at the same time, that self-abasement was quite consistent with the
firmest confidence in his acceptance in the Beloved. I have said that this
voice speaks to us all; and I do not scruple, on this peculiar occasion, to
say in the presence of God and in this temple, that I feel this voice speaks
expressly to myself. I have felt this solemn visitation deeply. In the
days of his earthly pilgrimage, not seldom have we spoken of the possibility
of that separation which has now taken place. We talked of it calmly,
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and thought of its various contingencies; true, I always thought, and he
always thought, that it would be his lot to perform for me the holy office
which I have now discharged for him. It never struck us that it would
be the reverse! But now God, in His infinite wisdom, has taken away
the young man, and left the old! Oh, pray for him, beloved brethren,
that the breath of God's Spirit may pass over the embers of his life, that
his grey hairs may go down with righteousness to his grave, and that his
few remaining days-they can be but few-may be spent in more
devotedness of heart. and life, in more simplicity of purpose, with more
burning love. for your souls-which souls, in some sort, seem for awhile
at least, to be committed as a sacred trust to him! Oh, that these old
and feeble hands may be able to bear the burden of them! Pray for
yourselves, that God may do great things for you. You have had many
faithful pastors; you h(J;/)e them still, blessed be God! And of all the
works of our beloved Bishop, these faithful witnesses are the most
remarkable. There are scattered over the face of the country churches
and residences of God's faithful pastors on every side; town and country
churches are springing up. These are "the works that will follow him! "
Many a hearth and many a family circle, on whom he has conferred a
decent competency, will call the memory of Bishop Waldegrave blessed.
He will not soon be forgotten. In the words of that beautiful anthem
sung to-day, many an ear has blessed him when it heard of him; many
an eye has wept with joy for the benefits received through his disinterested efforts; many a home of poverty and trial has been blessed and
gladdened by these works, which have followed him. Oh that in the
great day of account your works and mine may follow us with like testimony to our enlightened piety. To young and old, high and low, rich
and poor, I say, Be honest, real, heartily in earnest in this great work;
"Be ye stedfast, immovable; always abounding in the work of the Lord,
knowing that your labour shall not be in vain in the Lord."
[We wonder not at the Dean's mind being thus impressed, when we
contemplate his advanced age. It was but a little more than two years
since we listened with much pleasure and satisfaction to his testimuny
from the pulpit of Carlisle cathedral. Being upon the eve of an attack
of gout, it was with a certain feebleness he walked down the aisle and
ascended the pulpit; whilst the Bishop, at that time, appeared in all the
vigour of health, full of energy and zeal about the one grand subject that
lay so near his heart-the welfare of his diocese. Who would have
thought, under such circumstances, that the younger-in the very prime
of manhood-should be taken, and the elder left?J
ST. JAMES'S CHURCH.

The Rev. D. A. DOUDNEY, jun., preached from Rev. xiv. 13. After
fully explaining the text, and commenting upon each part of it, he alluded,
in feeling terms, to the BishOp's death and to his character. He said that
the Bishop was an eminently holy man; he might be truly said to have
" walked with God," for he seemed daily to live in a perpetual consciousness of His presence. He referred everything to God, even the most
minute circumstances of every-day life, and strictly he obeyed the scriptural injunction, "Acknowledge Him in all thy ways." Well did he
(the preacher) remember the Bishop's faithful exhortations and beautiful
,expositions of Scripture given morning and evening in his chapel at Rose
Castle i his earnest prayers, too, for all the members of his household
••
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(none being forgotten), for the clergy, for their congregations, and for the
diocese and church in general. The Bishop was also a very highly-gifted
man j at his University he had to compete with some of the first scholars
of this century, and he excelled them all; but yet he was so humbleminded that he never protruded his learning, nor did he even allude to
his successes other than in the most unostentatious manner. In his
charity the same humility was observable. Whilst he gave largely to the
poor, and to almost every good work which was brought under his notice
-denying himself considerably for that purpose-he gave so secretly
and so quietly -that it might be said of him, he "let not his left hand
know what his right hand did j". probably, only those who were most
intimately acquainted 'vith him will ever be aware how extensive his
liberality was. Again, he was a most devoted labourer in the service of
Christ. He never spared himself; he hardly allowed himself any time
for recreation; early and late he was at his work; and, in fact, he
brought himself by his devotion to a premature grave. But he laboured
not in vain. The signs and results of his exertions were manifest
throughout the diocese. Another remarkable trait in his character washis knowledge of and love for the word of God. Few if any could possess
a more accurate knowledge of that word than he did, and few if any could
love it more; he might indeed make use of the psalmist's words and say,
that it was" more precious to him than gold, yea, than much fine gold;
sweeter also than honey and the honey-comb." And his character was
one especially of Christian love. He had enemies-what j:1;ood man had
not? In this respect he was only like his Master, but even those enemies
he seemed to love; he never spoke of them except in kindly terms; and
whenever an opportunity occurred of showing them a kindness, he did
not fail to make use of it. In short, his character might be summed up
in one expression, "He was a burning and a shining light." But (added
the preacher), he is gone. Never again shall we see his face in this
world; never again shall we hear the instructive words which fell from
his lips. Yet being dead, he still speaks to u!:< ; he calls upon us to imitate
his example; he enjoins us to follow his footsteps so far as he followed
Christ. May we have grace to do so. May we love holiness as he loved
it; may we reverence the Scriptures and study them as he did. May we,
like him, strive to work while it is day; to work diligently, patiently, and
faithfully in the cause of Christ; and then when our last hour shall
come, it will be said of us, as assuredly it may be said of him to-day,
"Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord. Yes, saith the Spirit, that
they may rest from their labours, and their works do follow them."
DALSTON CErURCH.

The Rev. Canon CaIT, Vicar of Dalston, preached from 1 Cor. xv. 57.
After an admirable sermon he said,-Such was the end of that holy, that
devoted servant of Christ, who has, in God's mysterious providence, been
so recently taken from us. Well do the words of the text, repeated more
than once to him as his soul was in departing, and engraven upon his
coffin, express his experience, and the feelings of those who mourn his
loss. His last, or almost his last articulate words, for the fearful disease
from which he was suffering so affected his utterance at last that few
words could be understood-but some of the last articulate words he
uttered were, "Father, glorify Thy name." In death, as throngh life, it
-was his one absorbing desire that .God might be glori~ed, both by himself
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and by all with whom he had to do. Never did I see, and the remark
was made by many who knew him intimately, never did we see one who
walked so closely with God, one who so constantly realized whose he was
and whom he served, one who with so single an eye strove to do his
master's work. The work he has been permitted to do will not pass away.
The impression he has made on the diocese will not soo:g. be effaced; 'he
has left his mark behind him; as years pass on he will doubtless be
increasingly appreciated by those who value his labours; they will feel
more deeply still what they have lost. It is not for me to dwell, on this
occasion, on details of his latter days; to tell how patiently he bore the
agonies of tliat terrible disease which laid him low, or how, in all the
restlessness occasioned by it, not a murmur escaped his lips; or how, to
the very end, he yearned oyer the souls committed to his spiritual charge,
giving clear utterance on one of his later days to the anxious words, "1
can le((l/)e my w~fe, I can leave my children, b!tt oh! my people, my people, my
people!" Upon such things as these we must not dwell. All we would
now say is, he is gone, he is where the wicked cease from troubling, and
where the weary are at rest. He is waiting in joyful hope for the full
blessedness prepared for the saints in glory when the number of the elect
is accomplished and Christ's kingdom comes. He has fought the good
fight, he has finished his ocourse, he has kept the faith. And on the
resurrection morning he will wear the crown of righteousness which the
Lord, the righteous Judge, has promised to give in that day to all that
multitude of saints who, washed in the blood, clothed in the righteousness,
and filled with the spirit of Jesus, long for and love His appearing. He
is gone home. How is it with us who are left behind? We, too, must
die, and we know not how soon. When Oill' summons comes shall we be
found ready?o Shall we be able to to take up the words, and will those
around us be justified in joining their voices with ours saying, "Thanks
be to God which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ?"
RAUGHTONHEAD OHUROH.

The Rev. J. M'Cartie preached in Raughtonhead Chill'ch, from Heb.
xiii. 7, 8. He said (in reference to the lamented Bishop),-He followed
with untiring steps, with unwavering faith the path of duty, never entering
on any work wIthout committing his way to the Lord. Boldness in
confessing his Lord in every company, and on every occasion, was another
feature of his character. His testimony for the truth, and for causes in
which the interests of truth were concerned, was always ready, willing,
and uncompromising. Shall we not regard this as the higher grace, when
we consider it grew in a nature sensitive and retiring, who loved not for
. its excitement the day of controversy or the scene of battle? Another
grace of this distinguished character was untiring perseverance in carrying
out every end he believed to be right. His labours defy a just estimate
by the public. They were unseen by many,-quiet, unobtrusive, steady,
effectual. For this his diligence was unceasing. The moments of his
time were economized as a miser.does his gold. His hst sermon in his
chapel was, " Work while it is dcty; the night cometh when no man can work."
Worthy motto of his life, worthiest of all in regard to his Episcopate. I
might add many points of a tender, domestic, and social character, his
courtesy and kindness, his hospitality to all near and afar off, both in
local distance and opinion, but I forbear, and mention but one point more.
All or nearly all of these paints relate to the active side of theChl'istian's
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life. Was he not equally great in the pass1:ve? ffi~~e years of aotive, oonscientious, untiring labou,r, nine months of inoreasing and vcllr-ied suffering!
Think what a trial it must have been suddenly to cease from busy activity!
Active energy ohanged almost in a week to patient suffering. I only touch on
this to show the perfection of the spiritual oharacter springing out of a
true and loving faith.
CHRIST CHURCH, CARLISLE.

I,

The Rev. 8. H. 8001e preached from 1 Thess. ii. 7-12. Mter directing attentioJ;L to the irreparable loss sustained by the diocese, in the early
removal of so faithful and laborious a Bishop, snatched away when hope
was strongest, when all jealous doubts had been overturned, and prejudices had given way before the mighty influence of an unselfish life, the
preacher went on to show how accurately the passage under consideration
portrayed the character, conduct, and principles of the Apostolic man
whose memory is so blessed, who knew not how to spare himself so that
he might finish the work that was entrusted to him, and feed the flock of
God. He spoke, first, of his gentleness as a shepherd of souls, his affec~
tionate anxiety for the welfare of his flock, and his wisdom in applying
the word of life to the different requirements of the people of God. Never
did he preach with the enticing words of man's wisdom, but with the
wisdom and unction of the Holy Ghost. The fruits of such a discriminating
and faithful ministry were abundantly manifested in his old parish of
Barford, "here numbers were brought out of darkness into God's marvellous light. And although, latterly, he had had no distinct parochial
charge, so that the results of his earnest proclamation of the Gospel cOllld
not be ascertained, it was certain that there would eventually be much
fruit. There "as scarcely a parish in the whole of his charge in which
he had not endea,olUed to make known the" way of peace." 2. Like
St. Paul, he "as "affectionately desirous of the souls of men." Precious
tD his Ma ter, they "ere dear unto him. And it was his chief care to
Bend forth as under-shepherds none but those who should have that same
craving for the salvation of souls, and be ready to spend themselves in
the Redeemer's service. He so spent himself; he was willing to have
imparted his own soul to us; nay, he did, for he laid down his life in
the incessant and wearing labours of his office. 3. There was his holy,consistent, and blameless life. He was eminently holy, and pure in
thought and conversation, while all his actions were marked by strict
justice and equity. If anything in his conduct might have laid him open
to censure, none could say that His motives were impure, or himself
worthy of blame. 4. There was the manner and matter of his addresses.
" He exhorted and comforted and charged, as a father doth his children,
that we should walk worthy of God who hath called us to His kingdom and
glory." Thus did he teach and warn. Thus did he ever invite to holy
walking. Thus did he love to dwell upon the kingdom and glory to whioh
the Ohristian is called.
ST. MARY's CHURCH.

The Rev. W. Pettitt spoke warmly of the labours from which the
Bishop now rested. Not only had he the heavy responsible labours
peculiar to his office and position, but he laid upon himself many ad·
ditional labours which his zeal for Ohrist and His Ohurch led him to
undert~ke and pursllewith no o~'dinary ?ne~g'y':. . 89 g:reat,.so p.ers!,verFhi
"ere his labours, that even those who differed from him could not repress'
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their admiration of his energy in health and of his fortitude in snffering.
His useful career had been shortened by overtaxing his po"Wers, and he
had sunk prematurely (as man would say) under the burden of his
arduous work. Yet we must not say "prematurely;" for he linr longe
who does the most; infinitely better is it to wear out then rust on in so
glorious a service as theirs. We must not say "prematurely;" for each of
God's true servants" is i=ortal till his work is done." To us indeed
short-sighted as we are, his death seemed most unsea80nable. In these
critical times, the Church seemed to need just such leaders as him "We
have lost; but we must not doubt it was for the best. For himself, a any
rate, we knew it was for the best. The sermon was followed by tha
beautiful hymn, not generally known," Asleep in J esns! blessed sleep!
From which none ever wake to weep," &c.
ST. M.A.RY WITHOUT (ATHEN'"lEUM).

The Rev F. Richardson spoke of the late Bishop's profound humility,
and of the solemn sense of responsibility to God and the tender affection
to the Church, which were always discernible in him; indeed, throughout his long and painful illness, and on to the very last of his conscio
ness, one thing that lay near to his heart was, anxiety for the "Well-being
of that part of the Church of Christ under his spiritual rule. The preacher
also dilated upon the Bishop's delight in proclaiming the Gospel, and the
arduous labour he laid upon himself in making known the glad tidings;
his support of Christian missions; and his charity in relieving the temporal
wants of the poor. He briefly stated the doctrines prominent in the
Bishop's ministrations--those of election, free grace, &c.; and pointed
out that his own life w~s a complete refutation of the charge that such
doctrines opened the way to licentiousness and Antinomanism.
ST. STEPHEN'S CHURCH.

The Vicar, the Rev. A. Hodges, said the late lamented Bishop resembled
the Apostle Paul in several particulars. He was a scholar, stood preeminent among his contemporaries, obtained the highest honours a
Oxford, both in classical and mathematical attainments. Posse_,' 0' grea
administrative abilities, he employed them with singular suce durin .
episcopate in establishing diocesan associations, in parochial o ~ 'ons,
and forming and working out other useful plans. It is very obvious that
his earnest, prayerful efforts have been crowded with great blessing, and
that much spiritual life and energy have been infused into the diocese by
his instrumentality. . There "Was in the Bishop a singular combination of
rare qualities-greatness of mind, with simplicity; fidelity, with tender
kindness. We may judge of his 0"Wll views of the office he filled by referring to his own motto, " Woe is me if I preach not the Gospel," and
this he aimed to do. All his learning, talent, and time were consecrated,
and laid at the foot of the cross. He answers to the description Paul gives
of himself in 1 Thess. ii. 6..-11. As a preacher he illustrated the text.
Q4~ist in His adorable person, offices, matchless grace, and mercy to His
Chur~ll were the lofty themes of his ministry. He based his teaching on
the word of God, and held and preached boldly the distinguishing and
eSllential'doctrines of the Reformed Church of England, with much earnestness, fulness, and fidelity. He was equally opposed to the Pharisaical
spirit, which robs .the Redeemer of His glory, as to the Antinomian, which
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'Would, under pretence of exalting the mercy and grace of God, "make
both the precepts of law and Gospel void." "By grace are ye saved," &c.
, Without holiness no man can see the Lord." These texts indicate the
character of his teaching. In his fidelity to the Saviour and to the souls
of men he never shunned to declare the whole counsel of God. He could
truly say, "I kept back nothing that was profitable unto you." Though
he could point to us all generally and to the clergy in particular and
say, "Ye are my witnesses, and God also, how holily and unblameably,"
&c., yet he could not bear to hear anything said of himself. His two
. favourite hYIIlns, "Heal us, Immanuel," &c., and "Jesus, Lover of my
soul," &c., attest his feelings on this point. He lived on Christ, "Thou,
o Christ, art all I want." He lived for Christ-never, to the last, did he
lose sight of this object. "If I wish to live," he said, "it is to preach the
preci()/VJ Gospel of the grace of God aga£n." Through a long and painful
illness his faith never failed. He gave abundant evidence that his soul
was staid on the rock, and could say in the prospect of death, "All is well."
"Pather, glOrify thy name," was almost his last words.
We have, in the foregoing, confined ourselves to the testimony of the'
Dean and clergy of the diocese of Carlisle. The annexed will prove that
the appreciation of the character and labours of the late beloved Bishop
were by no means limited to them. Not only were the respect and regard
in which he was held shown by the closed shutters very !?;enerally through
the town both before and especially on the day of his funeral, but by the
special attendance at the same of the Mayor and Corporation. This mark
of respec was, moreover, followed by special proceedings at the Town
Council : THE LATE BISHOP OF CARLISLE.

The Mayor-Before the motion of which Mr. Irving has given notice is
brought forward, I think it proper, in laying before you a letter I have
received from Mr, Harman, the late Bishop's chaplain, to mention that,
on receiving formal notification of the death of the Bishop, I considered
it my duty, after advising with my Committee and with the Town Clerk,
to assist in every arrangement which might enable the citizens generally
to display their feeling towards the late Bishop on the melancholy occasion
of his funeral, in case it should take place in this city. Although I belong
to a different communion, I felt that, from the high Christian character, the
great zeal, and the lintiring labours of the late lamented Bishop in the
discharge of his duty, he deserved every mark of respect which the citizens
could pay. I was therefore proud to see-what we all witnessed-the
almost universal manifestation of respect and feeling on the occasion of
his funeral; in fact, the citizens of all classes and grades of opinion seemed
unanimous in showing their appreciation of the character of our late
Bishop. The demonstration at the funeral, as well as the great attendance
at the sol~mn and interesting proceedings at the Cathedral on Sunday,
presided over by the worthy Dean, must have been very gratifying to the
feelings of all, particularly of those nearly related to the Bishop.
After sundry speakers had expressed their sympathies with the
bereaved, the following address was resolved upon : .

" To the Honourable Mrs. Walde.qrave.

" MAn.A.M,-We, the Mayor, Aldermen,' and Citizens of the City of
Carlisle, in Council

ass~mbled,

bE;lg leave Il).QBt respectfully to tender to
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you and your children our deepest sympathy under the late afflictive dispensationwhich has deprived you of an attached husband, them of a
loving father, and this diocese of its Bishop and chief pastor.
"We cannot allow this, the first meeting of our body which has taken
place since the funeral of the late venerated and lamented Bishop 'V aldegrave, to pass over without placing on record our sense of the fervent
piety and zeal, Christian conduct, unwearied diligence, and active
exertion which distinguished the late Bishop, and our acknowledgment of
the extensive results which, during the nine years he has held the see of
Carlisle, he has been enabled to effect, and which will ever render his
episcopate conspicuous in the annals of the diocese of Carlisle.
" This city in particular owes to him a deep debt of gratitude, it having
been mainly through his exertions and instrumentality that two new
churches-St. Stephen's and St. J ames's-have been erected for the
accommodation of populous suburbs of the city, and that the poorly
endowed livings of the city have been largely augmented, whilst he has
also aided in the erection of other churches in Carlisle.
" We doubt not that you, Madam, are sustained in this deep trial and
bereavement by those higher consolations of religion which are above the
power of man to supply, and "e earnestly pray that you may continue to
be so supported; but yet it may be some alleviation of your sorrow to
receive this testimony of how much the loss ,of Bishop Waldegrave is
lamented and felt, and of the high sense of his worth and of the value of
his services entertained in this city as well as throughout the dioceseservices which will cause his memory to be revered so long as the monuments and fruits of his labom and exertions shall remain amongst us and·
be remembered.
.
" Given under our common seal at the Guild Hall of the City of Carlisle, this Twelfth day of October, in the year of our Lord One Thousand
Eight Hundred and Si~ty-nine."

THE Roman Catholic bishops of Ireland have again issued a manifesto, in
which they make the most audacious and extravagant demands. So far
from being satisfied with the concessions which have been lately made to
them, they appear more dissatisfied than ever. They demand not only a
settlement of the land question, but also a Roman Catholic University, 01',
failing that, a Roman Catholic college in a mixed University; they
require their "due proportion" of all school endowments; a rearrange~
ment of all Queen's colleges on the denominational principles; and a
complete syste!ll of popular education based upon religion,-that is to
say, a system of popular education which is placed in their hands and
completely under their control. The present mixed system they declare is
"intrinsically dangerous to the faith and morals of Catholic youth;" and
Cardinal Cullen very fiercely denounced it on the occasion of the opening
of some Roman Catholic schools in Dublin; he drew a picture of an
exclusively Roman Catholic school and a mixed one, the former was a
place where the walls are hung with pictures of' saints, the books used
are {lilt
references 'to saints r the teachers are all "humble, mortified

or
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men.,' they set themselves to impress their pupils first with the love of
God., and next with veneration for the Holy Oatholic Ohurch; the emblem
of the cross is seen everywhere, and everything is subordinated to religious teaching; but the latter-the mixed or National School-is a most
degraded miserable place, where, heinous to relate, chilc1l'en of different
faiths sit together without crosses, without pictures of the Madonna or
stories of the saint-s; the consequence being, that everything controversial
and distinctive is banished from the school-work, and the school-books
are such as were composed by A.Tchbishop ,Vhately, "a prelate," says the
Oardinal, "liS devoted to mesmerism and rationalism as he was hostile to
Ireland and atholicity." Furthermore, his Eminence declared that this
mixed system is all the more dire because the Oatholic little boys and
girls are alwa s good, and the Protestant little boys and girls-as he
elegantly calli them" Swaddlers "-generally bad! Hence follow evil
communication and "licentiousness," so that "all vestiges of modesty
and piety are destroyed in our young people, as wax is melted off by
heat." He then proceeded to anathematize the parents who dared to
send their children to such schools, threatening them with the most severe
punishments of his Ohurch. Well may a daily paper observe, "Oardinal
Oullen has justified the foreboding of those critics who perdicted that,
after the disestablishment of the Irish Ohurch, the Romanists would claim
supremacy in Ireland."
The approaching {Ecumenical Oouncil at Rome is the cause of much
discussion and some uneasiness to the nations of the Oontinent. They seem
persuaded that no good, and that probably some evil, will result from it.
A former announcement has been confirmed that two dogmas will be proclaimed at the Oouncil with great solemnity, viz., the" Infallibility of the
Pope, and the spiritual and corporal assumption of the Virgin Mary."
These dOl{Il1as are to be announced as the unanimous opinion of the
Council, followed by the thtmder of cannon and the ringing of bells. In
other words, the Pope-with the unanimous consent of the whole Roman
Oatholic Church, represented by some nine hunc1l'ed bishops-publicly and
authoritatively claims for himself an attribute of the Deity, and places
himself as it were on an equality with the Almighty. What blasphemous
presumption!
Rom'e possesses a great advantage at the present time in the number of
her agents who are employed on the newspaper press. It is an undoubted
fact that Romanists are so engaged donsiderably in excess of their proper
proportion, and it is greatly to be feared that this is the result of a preconcerted scheme. The WeeMy Register says: "There is not in London a
single newspaper of which some of the leading supporters, and one 01' more
of the chief persons on its staff, are not Oatholics. In Punel! one, in FUI~
two, in the Tomahawk three of the chief writers are Oatholics. There is
not a magazine published in London of which one or more of the contributors are not Oatholics; and the leading burlesque Wl'iter of the day
belongs to th~ same Church." No w?nder then that so many journalfl
favour Romamsm, and that so many articles appear to the detriment of
Protestantism. We are glad to hear that the Scottish Reformation Society
has for some time past turned "its attention to this important matter and
that it has promptly taken measures to counteract the evil.
'
One of the most wonderful institutions of our time is the orphanage
est~blishment of ~Ir. George Miiller, situated on Ashley Down, near
BrIstol. It was founded (as probably many of our readers are aware) in
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1834, and still continues to flourish. The most wonderful feat.ure connected with it is that it depends entirely upon voluntary and unsolicited
contributions; and that through the goodness of the Lord, and in answer
doubtless to earnest prayers, it has never been known to want. The
expenses have been very great-during the last three years amounting
to the sum of £113,522-but they have always been met. Mr. Muller
has recently published a new statement of the facts, which is very interesting. There are now no less than five buildings erected, costing more
than £110,000. They are of plain but neat architecture, and will accommodate more than 2,000 children. Hitherto the total sum that has been
entrusted to Mr. Muller since the 5th March, 1834, is over £430,000.
With this money nearly 17,000 children from all parts of England,
Scotland, and Ireland have been taught in the various schools; 95,000
copies of the Bible and New Testament, and about 30,000 smaller portions
of the Holy Scriptures, in various languages, have been circulated; as
have also 33,000,000 of tracts. Mr. Muller gives specimens of the many
letters he has received, enclosing sums for the support of the orphans.
Money is sent not only from all parts of the country, but from all par" 0 the
world-India, Penang, Spain, France, New Zealand, Sou h
erica, L '-States, &c. We have only space to enumerate a few 0
e
Lincolnshire, on October 8th, £50, "as a thank-ofE .
crop of wheat;" October 14th, "£20 from Glas",oow for . .
the orphans, and £5 for myself; " October 22nd, £1 -So 6d.
. with a note stating that a young man who had jus been married edicated his first week's earnings to the service of God. From Liverpool com
£20, "saved in one year by not smoking cigars." From Suffolk £5, being
Is. a sack on the first 100 sacks of' whea off the - - farm. £2 as a "thankoffering for a safe return off a long voyage; " and £500 from Oanada were
received on the last day of 1868. Here are three singular donations from
Scotland: £1 10s., the produce of a peach-tree; 7s. 6d., the produce of a
cherry-tree; and £1, from "the Orphan's Beehive." From a meeting room
at Kendal, £31 lIs. 6d. On November 19th, from Tobago, £5, the produce
of the sale of 1,000 cocoa-nuts, in remembrance of a visit to the orphan
houses. "X. Y. Z." sends £ 1 lIs. 6d., "instead of going to a public dinner," and Mr. Miiller points out that with this sum more than 100 orphans
were provided with a dinner. On October 3rd, from Scotland, came £300,
with" £5 for Mrs. O. and £15 for myself." In 1859 one poor cripple began
giving -kd. a day to the institution, and in eight years her little business
so flourished that she increased her contributions to Is. a day. On Fe'bruary 19th, Mr. Muller says: "I had just portioned out £517 for missionaries labouring in Ohina, India, and the Oape of Good Hope, and
£63 for the orphans. When I came home in the evening I found a
cheque for £500 from the neighbourhood of London, £25 from Norwich,
and £8 from Louth." An idea of the large sums Mr. Miiller sometimes
receives may be gathered from his statement: "I have had donations
not only of £1,000 and £2,000, but even of £3,000, £4,000, £5,000,
£7000 yea, 8,000 guineas at one time." Besides money, the contributio~s of valuables and other articles are equally numerous. On N ovembel' 3rd, a lady at Edinburgh, "feeling deeply interested in the work," and
having no money, sends a large gold chain, while from Gloucester came
702 children's knives and forks and other cutlery for furnishing th~
whole of one of the buildings. Some warm-hearted soul sent, on the
14th December last, "twelve boxes raisins and a barrel of currants for
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the Christmas puddings, and £10 for the flour." Hundreds of pairs of
stockings, socks, and clothing of all descriptions come one day, while the
next we find New Zealand sending some Indian rice paper, some ivory
chessmen, Indian pictures, and a gold watch. In short, there is scarcely
an article of jewellery or ornament '01' value that has not been discarded
by some well-wisher to the poor orphan, and forwarded to Mr. Miiller.
In ninety-nine cases out of a hundred Mr. Miiller is ignorant of the real
name of the donor. After meeting all the expenses there remain now in
hand, as balances, £805 6s. 5d. on the school and mission fund; £11,384
15s. 4td. on the orphan fund; and on the building fund, £7,825 3s. 2id.
Discouraging intelligence reaches us from one part of the mission-field
in China. A very flourishing mission-stationhas been for some time established at Lo-nguong. Considerable success attended the missionary's
labours, and bright prospects of further success cheered him on every
side; but all has been for the present overthrown. The missionary
writes: "On the night of the 20th of June (Sunday) a large number of
the Yamun police and soldiers, accompanied and led on by a good many
of the gentry and literati of the city of Lo-nguong, proceeded to the substantial mission church in the city near the south gate, deliberately and
wantonly tore it to the ground, destroyed every particle of mission property which it contained, plundered the catechist of all that he possessed,
and were very near taking away his life also. The chapel was worth over
4,000 dollars. Having completed the destruction of the church, the
destroying party, with their swords, spears, and other instruments, went
off to the house of a wealthy member of the church, where they arrived
about midnight, broke down the walls and doors of his house, and
destroyed and plundered every vestige of property which it contained.
They broke his furniture, took away all his corn, and destroyed his barns.
His beds and clothing of every description were taken away, and several
hundreds of dollars which he had in the house met with the same fate.
The attack on this man's house was sudden and unexpected, and the
women and young children had not a moment's warning, and had to
make their escape in their night-clothes, leaving everything else to the
plundering persecutors. One of the women, from her delicate condition,
is now in a very dangerous state from the fright and hardships of her
sudden flight. The old man himself was not at home on the occasion,
and it was most providential that he was not, for had he been he would
most undoubtedly have been murdered, as all their hate had concentrated
on him for being the first to embrace Christianity in this place, and the
most zealous in preaching it to others, as well as the most liberal in
maintaining it with his substance. He had gone into the country a few
days previously to visit a distant village, where interest had been manifested by the people in Christianity, to teach them and to exhort them
to believe in Jesus. He returned home the following day to find his
home destroyed and himself and family reduced to starvation and
beggary. Many others of the Christians have been severely beaten, and
some of them-especially the old man whom I mentioned to you in
my last letter-are not expected to live from the bruises received. The
Christians are still being hunted out, and the Yamun police boldly enter
their houses and take away with them whatever they please, and there is
no appeal for them. The magistrates are aware of all this, but do not
interfere to stop it; they rather encourage it, and the Christians are
severely tried. Several of them have had to fly from their houses, and
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this moment many of them are at my house, and dare not return to their
families through fear of the police. May the Lord look upon us in this
our time of severe trial, and be our defence from the face of our enemies!'
I very much fear, from the personal attitude of the mandarins, they will
turn us out altogether from Lo-nguong, and crush with an unsparing
hand the glorious work which has for some time been going on in that
city. The Ohristians. are now scattered and dare not assemble. The
IJolice and gentry hunt them out, the magistrate encourages it, and the
• people are under the impression that the whole was done, as it really
was, by the consent and goodwill of the authorities. Our chapel is a
ruin, and so is-the old man's house, and the authorities at Fuh-cham take
no notice of the matter. The consul assures me, that before the end of
the year we may be prepared to abandon everyone of our out-stations."
This is a violation of a solemn treaty made between England and Ohina,
by which full toleration was granted to Ohristianity, and liberty of worship
to the native Ohristians.
We have on another page alluded to the lamented death of the Bishop
of Oarlisle. Dr. Waldegrave was a most excellent and learned man, and
his death is a serious loss to the Ohurch of England; indeed, humanly
speaking, it is a great loss to the Ohurch of God universally. He
laboured most diligently in the cause of Ohrist, and now he has gone to
reap his reward.

....--

TOPLADY'S HYMNS.
To the Edit01' of the Gospel Magazine.

. . SIR,~In my many years' research in discovering the hymns composed
by A. M. TOPLADY, for my edition of his" Poetical Remains, 1860," I
had to undo much that Walter Row had done, in ascribing several
hymns to Toplady in his works composed by well-known writers, and
with mutilating several of Toplady's own; but recently to my surprise I
found ten hymns of Toplady's in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for the years
1796, 1797, and 1798, with the initials W. R. to them.
These hymns were amongst the manuscripts of Toplady's, and so came
into the possession of Walter Row; and in 1796, when he became the
editor of the second series of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, he inserted them as
his 0Wn.
As soon as a new edition of Toplady's hymns is required, these
l'emaining hymns will be added, and ascribed to their rightful owner.
. S~tn Street, City.
DANIEL SEDGWICK.

:the :J1ur1cisJ, Eatl" in Health, Sickness, and Convalescence.

A popular Handbook for the robust and invalid. By O. BARTHOLOMEW, Bristol. London: Ward, Lock, and Tyler, Paterlloster Row.~This is a most remarkable book, and, on account of the variety and importance of the
Bubjeets of which it treats, is entitled to a careful reading. The facts
given by Mr. Bartholomew for the establishment of his theory are at
once numerous and striking.
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