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WAITING FOR THE CALL OR THE COMING!
" And now, Lord, what wait I for? m.1) hope is in Thee."PSALM xxxix. 7.
" Looking jor that blessed hope, and tlze glM'ious appearing Q! the great
God and our Saviour Jesus Ohrist." -Tl'l'uS ii. 13.
THE call or the coming! Which? Ah! we know not. We are in
happy ignorance, and we believe it is a mercy that such is the case;
for, did we know what awaited ue, in all its varied details, in what a
hapless condition we should be! No heart can conceive, much less
tongue express, what would be our state and condition, did our future,
as far as the time-state is concerned, stand out before us in all its varied
circumstances. Prone as we are, as creatures, to look on the dark
. side rather than the bright-the desponding instead of the hopefuland powerful as unbelief is in its working upon our poor fallen, fleshly
minds, we should be rendered perfectly wretched and miserable had we
a foreview of all that awaits us. 'l'he dangers and the difficulties
would be sure to occupy the leading and prominent part. Upon
these we should dwell, and not upon the succour, the support, the
deliverance with which they were to be associated. "How shall I
stand the trying day?" would verily be the burden of our wng, if
song it may be called. Fears would be in the ascendancy, not the
"Hope thou in God, for I shall yet praise Him, who is the health of
my countenance, and my God."
Ah, dear reader, be assured that this would be the case. We have
only to look upon the past for proof of the fact, the more especially
if we have our records and reminders. By reference to these we shall
find the dark and gloomy forebodings with which we anticipated
coming trials and approaching afHictions, perplexities, or sorrows;
more especially bereavements and death.
As far as the past, therefore, is concerned, how well do we see that
the then future was hidden from us; that the Lord, in His infinite
wisdom and boundless love, opened it up little by little, just as He
TT
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saw we could bear it. And with the trials or distresses, there was
invariably vouchsafed the needful grace and strength, according to
that gracious promise, " Thy shoes shall be iron and brass, and as thy
days so shall thy strength be."
Reader, has it not been so, and that without a single or a solitary
exception?
" Day by day the manna fell,
Oh, to lea.rn that promise well;

I

Day by day the promise reads,
Daily strength for daily needs."

Well, thell, if with respect to the past, we see and acknowledge that
it was wisdom and love and goodness which withheld a sight of the
future from us, is it less wisdom or love or goodness, think you, that
still hides thejitture from our view? By no meaus. Hence the summing up is, "My times are in Thy hands."
~Here, beloved reader, is our mercy. Our pathway is not in our own
choice or keeping, but, in all its numberless details, in the appointment and under the direction and control of an all-wise, all-gracious,
all-loving, almighty Lord God and Father. He can make no
mistakes. He never can be at a loss for means to supply instruments
to help, or strength to deliver.
Consider, too, the perfection of His arrangements and appointments.
Surely we shall admit this in regard to the past, as far as om own
experience or that of others is concerned. In looking back and
retracing all the way by which He has led you,~dear reader, would you
have a single thing altered? Are you not prepared to declare that
"He hath done allthings well?" Have you a fault to find with Him?
Has there been forfeiture, forgetfulness, or omission, on the part of thy
blessed Lord and Master, with respect to anyone movement or dispensation? On the contrary, are you not struck-yea, oftentimes to
amazement-when you contemplate His acts and consider His ways?
Oh, how good-how kind·-how gracious, you say, has He been in all
His leadings and dealings; so infinitely above and beyond all you 1:Iitd
thought or conceived. Whatever your trials or afflictions, losselor
crosses, you are prepared to testify that His mercies and His bounty
have far, far exceeded all.
Well, then, is it less likely to be so with respect to the future? Of
what service would it have been, had the Lord our God so led us and
so fed us up to the present moment, and now to leave us to do the
best we can as far as the future is concerned ? Would not that be in
very deed to taunt us-to trifle with us? With reverence we speak
it, where would have been the use of the Lord}s arresting us as He did
in our downward and destitute condition-our ill and hell-bound course
-our sin and misery-our rebellion and condemnation-where, we
ask, the use of it, if He had intended at a certain etate or stage to
leave us to shift for ourselves? to do as best we could for the
residue of the journey? What sort of doing do you think it would
be, reader? Let Peter-highly-favoured and greatly-indulged Peter
-answer the question: "Though I should die with Thee, yet
will I not deny ThBe;" "Then began he to curse and to swear,
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saymg, I know not the man." "From that time many of His
disciples went back, and walked no more with Him." Assuredly
oOue of these states, or a something 01' other amounting to the self~ame thing, would befall us, had not the Lord pledged Himself that
He would not forsake the work of His own hands. Ble3sed be His
great and ever-adorable name---;'
" His honour is engaged to save
The meanest of Hia sheep;

I

All th3.t Hi, heavenly Father gave
His hand, securely keep."

," I give unto them eternal life : and they shall never perish; neither
shall any man pluck them out of my hand."
Well, then, dear reader, seeing that the covenant (if it is to be
availCLble or of any use whatever) must embrace the future as well as
the past; and seeing, moreover, with respect to the past, that the
Lord has led us so wisely, so graciously, so lovingly, so effectually,
why ueed we be over-anxious about the fittuTe? Why may we not
,~-imply ::md entirely leave it in the hands of the self-same almighty
:nnd all-gracious Friend and Benefactor-yea, with Him who has
oC'ovenanted to bring off the top-stone of His temple with shoutings of
" Grace, grace unto it" ?
Hemember, beloved, the Lord our God has more at stake even
than we. Remember that, if after having once declared ourselves by
grace divine to be on the Lord's side, and avowed ourselves as poor,
weak, guilty, frail, and helpless worms, to be exclusively and altog-ether dependent upon Him for wisdom, grace, and strength, we
~lr1ve thereby made the matter His!
vVe have thrown the respon;sibility of the conduct and the completion of our pilgrimage upon
I-Iim! If, by grace divine, and under the precious teaching and
~)ower of the Holy Ghost, we have been brought to fall in with the
words of Jesus, "Without me ye can do nothing," we have, by such
acknowledgment (we speak it with reverence) rendered it imperative
:npon His part to stand by-to strengthen us with His strength. We
have by the confession of our utter helplessnesfl, our absolute vileness,
our total nothingness, subjected the Lord J ehovah Jesus to do for
us all that we, as poor, guilty, helpless, sinners, need. Nor will
He ever deny us or forsake us, upon such grounds. He never will
-He never can-say to a feelingly helpless, lost, and undone sinner,
"Depart from me, for I never knew you," because the very fact of'
his knowing himself to be such a lost, helpless, and undone sinner,
is wholly and solely of divine teaching. Hence, for the Lord to
say, "I never knew you," would be to contradict Himself and to
deny His own work.
"When first before the mercy-seat
Thon didst to Him thy all commit,
He gave thee warrant from tha,t hour
'1'0 trust His wiedom, gra.cc, and power."

Oh, reader, these are blesoed gmunds to take-prenious arguments
vdh which to ply the throne of grace-why the Lord should be
T T 2
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mindful of His covenant, and why He should carry on and accomplish the work He has begun.
And now let us glance, for a little, at the texts at the head of this
article. First, "And now, Lord, what wait I for? my hope is in
Thee."
In the first place, let us ask the question, Have we any other
hope? Is not Christ, and Christ only, the sum and substance-the
All in all of our hope and expectation? Are we in the leastwise, or
in the very smallest degree, building upon any other foundation?
Is not Christ, and Christ only, the Key-stone of the building? 1&
there a passage in the whole Book of God with which we morethoroughly fall in than that, " There is no other name under heaven
given among men than that of Jesus only"? Can we not from the
depths of our hearts exclaim, "If in this life only we have hope in
Christ, we are of all men most misera.ble "? Do we not mean what
we so frequently sing"Thou, 0 Chrisb, art (tll I wanb;
Freely let me take of Thee;

Spring Thou up within my heart,
Rise to all eternity? "

Is it not equally true" All my hope on Thee is stayed;
All my trust from Thee I bring;

Cover my defenceless head
Wibh the shadow of Thy wing"?

Now, mark you, all this is the work of the Spirit, as having
testified of Jesus, and made Him the" All and in all" to the soul.
None but the Holy Ghost could render Him who, to the mere
natural man and the carnal heart, is as " a root out of a dry ground,
without form or comeliness," "the Chiefest among ten thousand, the
altogether lovely." This is a divine-a supernatural-change which
none but God the Holy Ghost could accomplish. This is distinctly
His province and prerogative to effect; and, having so done) He brings
glory to Christ, and eternal salvation and everlasting blessedness to
the previously lost and undone.
Next, the posture. It is that of waiting and watching: "And
now, Lord, what wait I for? " Do observe the" now," reader; and
in its connection it is very significant. The Psalmist had resolved
to "take heed to his ways, that be might not sin with his tongue."
He contemplated his surroundings. He duly considered men and
things. He thought of the brevity of life. He says, "Thou hast
made my days as an handbreadth, and mine age is as nothing
before Thee; " "Verily every man," he declares, "at his best state
is altogether vanity.
Surely [says he] every man walketh in a
vain show; surely they are disquieted in vain; he heapeth up riches,
and knoweth not who shall gather them." Never was there a greater
truism. This, therefore, was the sum total of the Psalmist's reckoning; this the result of his careful consideration of the general state
of men and their condition in the present short and imperfect life.
The testimony was in perfect unison with Solomon, who declares: ,. I
gave my heart to seek and search out by wisdom concerning all
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thing;; that are done under heaven;" and what was the result?
Why, he adds, "I have seen all the works that are done under the
sun; and, behold, all is vanity and vexation of spirit." What a
testimony, and from one, moreover, who had, to such a pre-eminent
extent, the means and the opportunity for testing life in all its
varied phases. "Whatsoever mine eyes desired," he says, "I kept
not from them; I withheld not my heart from any joy; for my heart
rejoiced in all my labour: and this was my portion of all my labour.
Then I looked on all the works that my hands had wrought, and on
the labour that I had laboured to do; and, behold, all wn,s vanity and
vexation of spirit, and there was no profit under the sun."
Now, others may speculate, imagine, or suppose; nM so Solomon.
He tested and pJ'oved. His conclusions, therefore, were arrived at by
actual experience. With him it was not mere guess-work or supposition.
After, therefore, a similar testing and personal observation and
due reflection, upon the part of the Psalmist, he arrivAs at this conclusion, "And now, Lord, what wait I for? my hope is in Thee."
As much as to say, " I have tried all-tested all-proved all; and
the entire falls short. It fails to satisfy. It leaves a blank-a void!
There is a craving after a something still. What is that something?
Oh, it is Thyself, Lord, Thyself! "
There is a similar state of mind expressed in the seventeenth Psalm,
where the Psalmist, having poured out his soul at the mercy-seat,
testifies of the wicked that oppressed him, nnd the deadly enemies
who compassed him about. He cries: "Arise, 0 Lord, disappoint
him, cast him down: deliver my soul from the wicked, which is Thy
sword: from men which are thy hand, 0 Lord, from men of the
world, which have their portion in this life, and whose belly Thou
fillest with Thy hid treasure: they are full of children, and leave
the rest of their substance to their babes" (Psa. xvii. 13,14). Reflecting-, then, upon himself and his position, he adds, as the summing up
·0£ his feelings and desires: "As for me, I will behold Thy face in
righteousness: I shall be satisfied when I awake with Thy likeness ;" clearly intimating that he never should be contented or
satisfied till then. That-and nothing short of that-would be the
climax of all blessedness.
And here, in the language before us, he arrives at a similar conclusion: "And now, Lord, what wait, I for? my hope is in Thee."
I have sought in every possible way for comfort and satisfaction. I
have left no means untried, whilst in quest of peace and pleasure;
but the result is a failure. I am not satisfied-I am not really
happy-I have not what I fain would have. Why? Oh, it is not
to be had here. The world and the things of the world, all, all say,
" It is not in me." No, Lord, it is in Thyself, and in Thyself alone
is to be found that whiuh I crave. " Thou art all my salvation and
all my desire." It is for Thee I watch-I wait---I look. and long.
" Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly." The glimpses which I have had
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of Thee tell me thn.t there is that in Thee which will quench my
thirst, quell my hunger, subdue my fear, dispel my darkness, scatter
my doubts, and satiate my longing soul to all eternity! The rays
which now and again have broke through the clouds and the mist
which for most part overhang me, tell me that in the full glare
of the Sun of Righteousness there is that which will warm and
animate and glorify my soul through everlasting day! Hence,
. Lord, I wait for Thee! I watch for Thee! I long for Thee! My
soul aspires to Thee, to see Thee and to dwell with Thee for ever!
Moreover, "my hope is in Thee." Thou hast been my Helper, my
Sustainer, my. Deliverer even until now! Through all the days and
weeks and months and years of my pilgrimage, leading on and on
and on, under all, through all, and amid all, even to this very day!
" Not one thing hath failed of all the good things that Thou hast
promised; but all have come to pass; and not one thing hath failed
thereof." "Thou hast known my sonl in adversities." Thou hast
been "Jehovah-Jireh." And now, Lord, I venture to hope-yea,
to believe-that what Thou hast been that Thou wilt continue to be,
for Thou art" the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever." Thou
hast pledged Thyself that Thou" wilt never leave nor forsake;" and,
therefore, as Thou knowest that I am poor and needy; that" without
Thee I can do nothing;" and that I am dependent upon 'rhee from
moment to moment, for every breath I draw, every step I take, every
thought I think, every 'word I speak, every act I perform, "my
hope is in Thee," that the future shall be as the past, fraught with
lovingkindness, mercy, and compassion; that it shall prove to be as·
well and as wisely ordered as aforetirrie; that I shall have equal cause
to acknowledge, admire, and adore in the future as in the past. Yea,
Lord, I venture to hope and believe that I shall have as much reason,
when I stand upon Jordan's brink, and look back upon all the
chequered pathway of the wilderness, to exclaim, " He hath done all
things well;" for why should I doubt that such a Being as Thyself,
so omniscient, so good, so gracious, so just, so faithful, with such an
unalienable interest in Thy Church, will ever forget Thy promise~
forsake Thy people, or forego Thy covenant? That be iar ~rom
Thee. Blessed be Thy name, it is recorded of Thee, and of Thy
oath, that" Men verily swear by the greater: and an oath for confirmation is to them an end of all strife. Wherein God, willing
more abundantly to show unto tDe heir!! of promis the immutability
of His counsl;\l, confirmed it by an oath: that by two immutable
things, in which it was impossible for God to lie, we might have a
strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the
hope set before us: which hope we have as an anchor of the soul~
both sme and steadfast, and which entereth into that within the veil:
whither the Forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus, made an High
Priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec" (Heb. vi. 16-~O).
Reader, here for the present we leave the subject.
St. L1tke's, Bedminster, Oct. 8, 1877.
THE EDITOR.
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" The life which I now live in the flesh I li've by the faith of the Son of Goa,
who loved me, and gave Himself for me."-GALATIANS ii. 20.
OH! what we want amidst this battle of life, this world of changes, is
something substantial and abiding, and we have it here. The life which
is of God the Spirit has its outgoings fastened and fixed upon a precious
Christ, and which can never be destroyed, all traced to covenant love and
the rfldemption work of the Son of God, the merciful and marvellous
proof of that love.
Let us lo;)k, reader, at this very precious and blessed assertion of the
Apostle Paul, and may God the Spirit enable us to bring out of it
words of profit and comfort for our souls. The Apostle says, " The life
which I now live." Notice that precious" now," implying that the life
which he had led was of a totally different character; and indeed it was.
Saul was the instigator of dear Stephen's death, for they laid his
clothes at a young man's feet named Saul; and then, with a heart of enmity
to Jesus, going from bad· to worse, determined to use his every
effort to destroy those who named the name of Jesus, what must have
been his feelings on a review of his past days, as he spoke of " the life
that he now lived"? Who could and did effect such a change but the
Lord of power and might Himself? And was it less so with us, reader?
Who effected the change with us? who turned us from enmity to Jesus,
to love His precious name? Who began the work of grace in our heart?
It was indeed the Lord, and, therefore, He shall have all the praise. "Go
thy way: he is a chosen vessel unto me." This is the secret cause of His
work with us, as it was with Saul-electing love for one unworthy of
the least of His notice-nay, completely worthy of His disdain and wrath.
But perhaps some may say, "But I cannot date my change of heart to
any such wonderful revelation of His mercy." Well, it is often an anxiety
with the Christian that he seems so to have GLIDED INTO DIVINE THINGS, and
oannot, as some can, mark the spot and hour when he was born again.
Now, this need not be a cause of anxiety; for how seldom in the Word of
God are there characters referred to where the ohange of heart effected
has been of a sudden and notable character. It is true that Manassflh
was driven among the thorns, and them cried unto his God. It is true
that Paul was struck to the ground, and made to cry out, "What must
I do to be saved?" The jailor also was a matter of sudden change, and
Mary Magdalene had seven devils cast out of her by the Lord; but, with
the exception of these and a few more instances, the general way of the
Spirit has been A GRADUAL AND GLIDING PROCESS; and, in reading over the
long list of worthies, as recorded in Hebrews xi., to which of them can
we point and say, "There, what a remarkable case of sudden conversion
was that"? No, ~y dear friend, by far the majority of the Lord's people
cannot point to the spot or hour, so do not be writing bitter things against
yourself on this score. But, be the experience in connection with the
change of heart what it may, more or less, one and all of the family can
say, "The life that I now live-oh, it ~'s contrary and different to the
life I once lived! Now do I love the Lord, although I am sighing ever
that I seem to love Him so little. Now I do desire the pure Word of
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divine truth, in which formerly I found no delight. Now I do rejoice to go
unto the temple of the Lord and hear the Gospel preached faithfully and
fully, whereas formerly it was all as an idle tale to me. Now I do love to
resort to "the place where prayer is wont to be made," whereas once I called
all such people" canting hypocrites." Now I do love the humblest follower
of the Lord, whom once I should have disdained and hated. "Verily, old
things have passed away" in my experience, "and all things have become
new." "Oh, to grace how great a debtor!" A few words, then, about this
new life.
THE LIFE OF GOD IN THE SOUL. How seldom do we hear such an expression now-a-days! "You must be converted; you must come to Jesus; you
must accept Christ," and such like are the hackneyed pulpit expressions of
the day-expressions which best suit the surface religion of the many, and
which are palatable to the free-will notions of the multitude-but the life
of God in the soul, we question if above one of a thousand would understand what it means. And yet, notice it IS A GREAT DOCTRINAL FACT OF
THE BIBLE. 'fhe very precious passage under consideration shows this. Says
the Apostle Paul: "I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live: yet
not I, but Christ liveth in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I
live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for
me." But to look further, the same Apostle says elsewhere that the children
of God are "always bearing about in the body the dying- of the Lord
Jesus, that the life also of J eSllS might be made manifest in our body." And
again, "For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. When
Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall we also appear with Him
in glory." Look again at what the beloved John says: "These things
are written that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of
God; and that, believing, ye might have life through His name." And
in one of his Epistles he writes, "And this is the record, that God hath
given to us eternal life, and this life is in His Son." Can anything be
plainer? But take the declarations of our Lord Himself: "I am come
that ye might have life, and that ye might have it more abundantly."
And again, "Because I live ye shall live also;" "I give unto my sheep
eternal life, and they shall never perish." Can anyone, after reading
such testimony, say that there is no such thing as the LIFE OF GOD IN
THE SOl;L?
And now to look at this life experimentally, for there is nothing like
the heart experience of the matter, as dear Hart in his own homely way
sings"Dry doctrine cannot save us;
Blind zeal or false devotion;
The feeblest prayer,
If faith be there,
Exceeds all empty notion."
And observe it isI. INDWEI,LING LLFE-TUE LU'E m,' GOD IN TilE SOUL. Excitement
may do for the external, but we love the calm of the internal. The
show and the speech may do for the Free-willer, but" the secret of the
Lord is with them that fear Him, and He will sbow them His covenant"show them that tbeir religion is of covenant ordering, and according to His
divine purpose and love. Let us look at this secret life, reader. There are
'secret springs of corruption; we know enough about them, but, blessed
·bo God, in connection with this life there are also secret springs of
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comfort. And notice with us the very blessed expression the Holy Ghost
uses concerning tbis life, wben He says, "The kingdom of God is within
you." " The kingdom of God cometh not with observation: neither shall
they say. Lo, here! or, Lo, there! for, behold, the kingdom of God is WITHIN
YOU."
We are quite aware that this may be rendered, "among yOIl,"
as in the mal'ginal reading, which in this sense is a precious fact, for
J esu~, who is the All of the kingdom, was in their midst. He was among
tbem, but this does not alter the truth that" the kingdom of God is within
you "-that is, within those who are the subjects of divine grace.
Just look at this blessed expression, "the kingdom of God," called also
"the kingdom of heaven " (Matt. iii. 2), "the kingdom of His power" (Psa.
cxlv. 12), the kingdom of His grace (Matt. iv. 23), the kingdom of His glory
(Luke xxii. 16). "The kingdom of God is within you "-a spiritual setting
up of a pre"ious Christ within, accompanied by the deposition of Satan,
and the putting down the old nature and its lusts, as we have it in those
words of Christ, "But if I with the finger of God cast. out devils, no
doubt the kingdom of God is come unto you. When a strong man
armed keepeth his palace, his goods are in peace; but when a stronger
than he shall wme upon him, and overcome him, he taketh from him all
his armour wherein he trusted, and divideth his spoils."- This is the
blessed power which cannot be pointpd at. It is the hidden man of the
heart. "Ye are the temples of the Holy Ghost."
But some say that, because of the indwelling of the Spirit, we have no
bus£ness to pray to the Sp£r£t, for He is already within. This may do for
those who have no fears and no foes, who know nothing of the uprisings
of sin, and are proof against temptation; but those who, like the writer,
feelt-onstantly the -plague of theil' own hearts, are obliged to take their
stand beside dear Newton when he sings and sighs" Alas! for such a heart as mine,
What can I bring Him forth?

IMyMybestallisis stained
and dyed with sin,
nothing worth."

We, tben, mu~t pray to the Spirit, that He would cleanse, subdue, keep
under the corruptions of the heart. We may not, blessed be God, be
committing any formidable or outward sin, and our lives may, in a great
measure, be consistent with our profession; but tbis alters not tbe experience whicb a Christian gains from tbe knowledge of his corrupt heart,
while he attributes the power that restrains its workings to the God of
all grace. But a step furtber with regard to tbis life.
n. IT IS AN IMMORTAL LIFE, which will bring out the fact that, though
there may be tne groaning, there will yet be the growing. "But the more
they nfHicted them, the more they multiplied and grew." This is the
assertion of the Word concerning literal Israel. It is a great and experimental truth concerning spiritual Israel, arising- from tbe fact that the
life within is immortal and cannot be destroyed. :Man says, " I will afHict
and destroy." God says, "I will interpose and save." What a mercy to
have God on our side! When this is the case, "we need not fear what
man can do unto us." The enemy may sepm to prevail for a time, but, "if
the Lord be for us, who can be against us? " His time for working. will
come, and then how marvellous and merciful the deliverance! And
yet, knowing- this, how impatient we are, and how pGevish we get,
because the Lord will not let us bave our way. Well, dear reader, whatever may be the conflict by the way, we shall wear tbe conqueror's
·crown, for this life is an immortallije, and our pantings, longings, groan-
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ings, uplifting's, and outgoings, never can proceed from a dead so.ul.
Look up, look on, and depend upon it that" Through waves, and clouds, and storms,
His power will clear the way;
Wait, then, His time, the darkest night
Shall end in brightest day."
AgainIll. IT IS AN INCOMPARABLE LIFE.
With all its ups and downs,
there is nothing comparable to the joys a Christian realizes sometimes by the way, and it is this very fact that causes him to sicken
at what the world calls pleasure and finds delight in. Lady Jane
Grey was once asked why she did not join in the chase.
Her
meek reply was that she found far mOl'e pleasure in reading her Bible
than in all the attractions of the chase, and it is the same spirit that
animates the hearts of all lively Christians in the ways of the Lord. A
humble prayer-meeting, converse with the Lord's people, meditation upon
the Word as well as the ministry of the Word, are sources of delight t<>
the Christian far beyond anything this world offers as a delight. And
how he finds himself returning to these delights with joy! The world's
pressure may be upon him. From Monday moming till Saturday night
it is one ceaseless round of care. Things must be done in connection with
his lot in life, and the cruel grasping of the age renders it more and
more necessary that he &hould be "diligent in business." Yet, with it
all, he retums like a dove to its window to the means of grace, the
Word of God, the ordinances of the Lord's bouse. And, indeed, ever and
anon in the midst of the pressure alluded to, he is not without his secret
joys and moments of uplifting to Jesus. And then, when something of
an annoying and irritating- character occurs, such, for instance, as the
over-riding conduct of some fellow-man, or some reverse in business, or
some family trial, or other aflliction, "hat a sweet consolation it is to
feel, "My Father knows. He will vindicate my cause. There will be
nothing of all this in glory. I am His and He is mine." Such thought!>
flowing into the mind afford solid comfort at the needed time.
There are also things of a trying character which the Christian is sure
to have to endure in connection with his religion; and the enemy is glad
to see him downcast and staggered at some of God's dark providences,
and exclaims, "Aha! aha! so would we have it;" but in the sanctuary
things are adjusted, the value of true religion seen, and the truth of our
statement affirmed, that, with all the ups and downs, the Christian's life is
an incomparable one. And the11IV. IT IS AN INTRICATE LIFE. Ah! that it is-most intricate. At
least it is so to us, though clear enough to our God, who knows
the end from the beginning; but with us it often seems made up
of a series of mysterious providences, cross purposes, crooked things,
and adverse contradictions. NOl', as we go along, do we seem io come
into smooth sailing, but rather the reverse. As we progress, the billows
of care become deeper, the clouds darker, and we are thrown more
than. ever upon our beam ends. Sometimes, Ba severe is the discipline,
that we" stagger like a drunken man, and are at our wit's end." We
go down into the deep, and cry, "All Thy billows have gone over me;"
and then we cry unto the Lord, but what is the result ~ The heavens
seem as brass over our head, and we realize in painful experience those
words in pertlOnal application, "And it shall come to pass, when it is

T/ze Gospel Magazine.

087

seen that Moab is weary on the high place, that he shall come to his sanctuary to pray; but he shall not prevail." "Shall not prevuil "-solemn
words! :But mark, this is only the creature application, not the Spirit's, for
Moab is descriptive of the world or professing Church, not of the crying
children of God. The Lord's people are a prevailing people, and have
n prevailing Intercessor before the throne; so that we may take it as a
fact God does hear and will answer, only we must rest by faith npon
the promise till His own time of carrying it out; so that gleams of comfort break in upon us, the compass of divine truth is safely resorted to,
J ehovah is at the helm still, the Captain of our salvation is near, and,
after all, the weather-beaten old craft will, somehow or other, drift intothe haven of rest at the appointed time.
But just to refer to an expres3ion we have used-it is of CREATURE.
APPLICATION, and not the Holy Spirit's. It strikes us this is frequently
the case in the experience of the children of God, and the cause of much
depl'ession and sorrow. They apply words from the Word, and, taking
them to themselves, embitter their lives with doubts and fears. It is
well for us always thoroughly to weigh the Scriptures, to trace out their
context, and to avoid snatching at a promise and pertion; then frequently
shall we find that the passage which seems against us is really for us, and,
with the light of the Spirit, is seen in a totally different light. Let us,
then, not attempt to apply the Scriptures ourselves, but wait upon the
Spirit of Truth to "lead us into all truth."
And then there is another point which often comforts the downcast soul
of the writer, namely, surely the Lord would not have shown us the
things which He has, if we were not His own. So it is, reader, we hang
on to the promises, and, above all, to the Promise-giver, feeling the truth
of those precious words of dear Toplady" Yet, Lord, if Thy love has designed " Almighty to rescue Thou art;
No covenant blessing for me,
Thy power do I trust in alone;
Ah! tell me how is it I find
Oh, save now, and comfort my heal't,
Some sweetness in waiting for Thee? And keep it for ever Thine own."
Ah! why, trembling fellow one, why no blessing' for you, if you find a
sweetness in waiting upon the Lord? The worldling finds no sweetness
in waiting upon the I~or<1. Oh, surely this may be a simple, yet it is a
very precious test of the reality of your religion. And then, again, with
regard to t.his lifeV. IT IS AN INDUSTlUOUS LIFE. Those who hold dear the docrines of
grace will yield the palm of good works to no man; but, when I use theword" industrious," I do not mean so much in the way of" good works"
as the industry necessary in connection with the warfare. We must ever
be on the alert against the wiles of Satan, the temptations of the world,
and the corruptions of our evil natures; and this very warfare and conflict is a proof of thl) reality of the life wdhin. Sometimes it goes very
hard with us-indeed, increasingly does the Christian find that it is
hard following after Christ. Opposition comes from quarters the least
expected; contradictions arise exceedingly perplexing; experience of a
very trying character has to be endured; that, altogether, the life of the
Christian is NO "BED OF ROSES." And then once more with regard to this
lifeIT IS AN INTRODUCTORY LIFE. There is not much written about heaven.
in the Word, perhaps for two reasons; first, because our finite minds
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could not grasp it; we must become glorified to understand it; and
secondly. because it is in this time-state that we are to have the revelations of God's mercy and grace. There is, however, sufficient to cause us
to " press onward towards the prize of our high calling of God in Ohrist
Jesus." This life is an introductory one-it is our time of pupilage.
This brings out another point in our passage relative to this wondrous
life, namely, "it is in the flesh," for observe the Apostle says, "The life
that I now live IN THE FLESH." It is down here, amidst the crushing cares
of life, that I live this life. It is not in some aerial state, as some would
imply, who pretend to live ever rejoicing and knowing no doubts and
fears, but here, on this platform of earth, amidst its stern realities,
fighting for the bread that perisheth, yet feeding upon the bread that
perisheth not; combating evils, and crying unto the Lord, with the
trowel in one hand and the sword in the other-this is "the life we now
live in the flesh." Ah! and subject, too, to fleshly feEJlin~s, fleshly desires,
fleshly corruptions; the old nature dying daily, yet living, struggling,
and often strong in the fight, nevertheless not conquering; for, notwithstanding all, "grace shall overcome at last."
And then we must not overlook the very precious connecting link we
have here: "The life which I now live in the flesh I live BY THE FAITH
of the Son of God "-the faith springing from the life; not faith first,
which is of free-will ordering, but life first, which is of God's ordering,
and a faith which couples, as it were, sinner to Saviour, because it is
"the faith which is of the Son of God," comes from Him, flows from
His fulness, and is vital and precious. This is what is caUed, "the like
precious faith of God's elect." Ob, how much that is confusing is
llclvanced relative to faith, which chiefly arises from putting faith before
life, whereas the Holy Spirit puts life first, and faith the flowings and
·outgoings of that life.
And then do notice, reader, THE PROCURING CAUSE OF ALL THESE THINGS,
!l.ud tbis life we have referred to. Our passage says, "Who loved me,
and gave Himself for me "-electing love and choice, and the practical
proof of tlwt love in its il1l'1neas2tmble depths-" who gave Himself for me."
Here another blessed subject opens to us, but we must forbear, and at
·this time lay down the pen.
Ponder the things we have written, beloved. We have looked at the
character of this wondrous life of God in the soul, and its workings and
experiences; the blessed change that grace has wrought; "the life that I
NOW live," that life being nothing short of the indwelling of the Spirit of
God, an immortal, incomparable, intricate, industrious, introductory life;
and yet, exalted as is the character of this life, it is realized in the flesh,
and by the faith of the Son of God; that faith is tho result of the life, the
procuring cause of all being the eternal love and choice of a covenant
God; the practical proof of that love exhibited in the redemption work of
the Lord Jesus, sealed home by the power of the Spirit; for mark that
'Precious little prononn, "me "-" lovecl me, and gave Himself for me."
Here there is something solid and lasting. The wear and tear of life
is shaking the earthly tabernacle; we want something of an abiding
-character. ,Ve often sing here, "Brief lifo is now our portion;" and
·we experience its truth, but the lifA we have been dwelling upon is
" everlast£ng." It has its crosses and losse , trials and afflictions, sorrows
and sighs, but the end-the end-:s "nn ternul weight of glory" -in a
word, "heaven!"
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But, if nsked, "What is heaven?" I should reply, the enjoymont
of the divine presence, which will constitnte the supreme and everlasting felicity of the saints; the exemption from all evils, sin and all its
penal consequences abolished, the body revived to a glorious state, and
the soul living in perpetual communion with God and Christ-this is
heaven. "Tlte garner" into which the precious wheat shall be ga.thered by
the divine Husbandman, not a grain of which shall bll to the ground.
"The kingdom of 0l~ri8t and of God." Every citizen's name is enrolled
in the Lamb's book of life, and he will finally enjoy the freedom and
all the privileges of the city of God. "The Father's house," where are
abiding plac6s of rest, one for each, and not one too many, for the.
Lord's people are a prepared penple for a prepared place. "The rest
which remaineth for the people of God." We would not give up the
hope of heaven for all that the world calls good or great. Reader,
ponder over these things, and take for your comfort the truth conveyed
in that sweet little couplet" The weakest saint shall win the day,
Though earth and hell oppose the way."
Yours in this hope,

G. C.

IJerby.

THE PERFEOTION OF JEHOVAH'S WORKS.
I RESTED for a while and mused,
And thought with love and praise,
How perfect is my covenant God
In all His works and ways!
The structure of this GLOBE of ours:
The air, the fire, the light;
The clouds discharging welcome
showers;
What proofs of wise foresight!
And

then the FIRnlAME~T OF
HEAVEN,
Behold the brilli::mt span:
The solar system, with its orb",
Tell of an all· wise plan.
Or, if we think of ANIMAL LIFE,
All in their proper kine,
With functions suited to theil' use;
What proofs of wise design l

The same we trace in INSECT LIFE,
With which the air's replete;
Ab, with the tiniest thing that moves
Pulsation is complete.
Look also at the FINNY RACE
Under the rippled tide,
Adapted to the element
In which they breathe and glide.

Then, if we gaze upon the BIRDS
That flutter in the air,
The structure of e[),ch feather is
A wondrous piece of care.
Look, too, at VEGETABLE LIFE,
The different kinds of plants;
The tiniest leaflet of the field,
Perfect in all its parts.
And then from these trite works behold
THE WONDRbUS FRAME OF MAN;
The vital principle of lifeWho can that life explain?
And, if we grant that all these works
Are perfect in their kind,
Shall proud and puny man dare say,
IN GRACE God is behind?
Nay! nay! salvation is complete,
Suited to guilty man;
GOD'S JlIASTERPIECE OF LOVE DIVINE
Grows from a perfect plan.
Then to the God of earth and sky
Our thoughts in love we raise;
He saves us by "HIS SOVEREIGN
WILL"
And sh~ll have all the palse,
GEORGE COWELL.
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AN EVENING AT YEOVIL WITH THE YOUNG MEN'S
CHRISTIAN ASSOCIA.TION.
My friend and brother (the Rev. W. SAUNDERS) and I took the 2.35
train for Yeovil, via Radstock ancl Frome, to fulfil a long-standing
engagement at the former place. The second anniversary of the Young
Men's Christian Association had long been appointed for that evening.
The rain commenced as soon as we had taken our seats in the train, and
scarcely ceased the whole way. However, even under these circumstances, conversation diverted us from the unpropitious weather without,
so that, notwithstanding the number of stations at which we stopped
during our sixty miles' run, the journey, at any rate as far o.s my own
personal feelings were concerned, by no means appeared long. Old
'Scenes, former friends and associations, tag-ether with the good hand of
our God, in the marvellous displays of ilis kind and gracious providence,
iurnished ample material for conversation. Moreover, we had started with
the intention (God permitting) of paying a visit to the localities where the
immortal TOPLADY had so successfully laboured. My friend had for many
years been an ardent admirer of that eminent servant of Christ. Many
<>f his sayings he has, as it were, upon the tip of his tongue, and is
.always ready with a quotation from this or that portion of his works.
Hence his great anxiety for many years to pay a personal visit to Broad
Hembury, Fen Ottery, and Harpford. It was true I had already been
thers two, if not three, times. However, I was equally anxious with my
friend to tread the same sacred ground again.
Arrived at Yeovil, we were met by a friend, and whilst Mr. SAUNDERS
took up his quarters with a relative, I was driven to the house of the
son of that sainted servant of God whose name has on two or three occasions appeared in these pages, the late venerable Mr. ,VlIITBY. Possibly
·some of my readers may remember the account which I gave in this work
nearly nineteen years ago, of my meeting this dear old saint after
preaching the previous day at Crewkerne, a few miles from Yeovil.
That meeting and greeting led to a friendship which lasted till he was
<lalled home, and which has left a hallowed remembrance of him upon my
heart to this day. The account of the interview referred to is re-produced
in pages 142 to 147 of" WALKS AND TALKS WITH FELLOW-TRAVELLERS."
Upon arriving at the house of the present Mr. WnITBY, sen., I was
astonished to hear that it ·was fifteen years since I had paid my last visit
to Yeovil. The flight of time quite amazes me. Meanwhile, bow many
had passed away; among them not only my dear old friend, Mr. WHITBY,
.at a very ripe age, but likewise both the incumbents for whom I had
preached, as well as Mr. and Mrs. MAYO, at whose hospitable home I
had formerly been received.
When I looked round upon the descendants of my late venerable
friend, and when afterwards I took up my quarters for the night at the
house of one of his married granddaughters, I could but think of the
faithfulness of God in regard to His promised blessing upon the seed
and the seed's seed. It cheered my heart to hear the terms in which
both husband and wife spoke of their departed relative; and, as I con• " Walks alld Talks with Fellow-Tr wellers,o or, Hints and He'ps to Happiness Here
and Hereafter." Price 15. L?ndon:13 lOk Society, Paternoster How; Dr.stol: Muck,
Park Street.

The Gospel fifag-azZ7te.

591

templated their little ones growing up around them, and as I thought,
moreover, of my own children and grandchildren (now numbering fifteen),
how my heart pleaded with the Lord that He would stand by and sustain and protect and bless them in the momentous times and amid the
mighty scenes which I believed awaited them. Amid such anticipations
as these, how those lines fix themselves upon the heart-God, of His great
mercy, gl'ant that they may indeed be realized" And this shall be our cllildren's song
When we are cold in dust,"
The anniversary meeting of the association before referred to was held
in the Town Hall, and a crowded and capital meeting it was, presided
over by the mayor. The engagements of the evening were commenced
by singing a suitable h.vmn for the occasion; and, a familiar tune being
wisely selected, the large gathering joined in a hearty and most harmonious way. This introductory hymn was followed, in .the course of
the evening, by three others, surig to tunes equally well chosen. I, for
one, thoroughly enjoyed it; and, in looking back upon the proceedings,
if I have a regret to express, it was t1::.at, in anticipation of the proposed
visit for the ensuing day, I had not ventured to ask that TOPLADY'S
precious hymn, "A debtor to mercy alone," might be sung. I am sure
there were in that assembly many kindred hearts who would have gladly
taken up the theme and exulted in the fact so beautifully and blessedly
expressed by that sweet and long-saintad singer of 1srael•
" A debtor to mercy alone,
Of covenant mercy I sing;
Nor fear with Thy righteousness on,
My person and offerings to bring.
"The terrors of 1a.w and of God
With me can have nothing to do;
My Saviour's obedience and blood
Hide all my transgressions from view."
Oh, blessed, soul-invigorating, and heart-refreshing truth! Here is substitution, suretyship, the all-sufficient and all-atoning Sacrifice indeed!
What need have we of any other when we contemplate the great and
~lorious fact that "this Man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins
for ever, sat down on the right hand ef God; from henceforth expecting
till His enemies be made His footstool. For by one offering He hath
perfected for ever them that are sanctified" ?
In the report of this new and excelient institution there was the true
Protestant ring, and a vein of spirituality ran throughout which one could
but think most hopeful for its future. The advantage of such an institution for young men coming from a distance, and separated from family
and social ties, can scarcely be over-estimated, especially when banded
together by the faith and hope of the Gospel, as ploesented and so
enjoined by God's blessed Word. Momentous as the times in which W9
live are, and contradictory and perplexing as aro the elements by which
the rising generation are surrounded, yet how simple-how plain-how
satisfactory is the answer to the all-important question, "Wherewithal
shall a young man cleanse his way?" Mark, reader, the reply: "By
taking heed thereto, according to Thy Word." Equally plain and effective is
the testimony: "To the law and to the testimony:' if tlleY speak not according
to this word, it is becau8e tllere i8 no hght in them."
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The reading of the balance-sheet brought vividly to my recollection
my dear old friend, the late JAMES FRANCIS, a Baptist mini8ter, whose
name occasionally appeared in these pages some five-and-thirty years ago.
The odd half-pence quoted in the treasurer's balance-sheet brought to
one's remembrance a fact stated by the dear old pilgrim just named.
Upon reckoning up his ways and means at the end of a certain quarter,
he had just twopence half-penny with which to enter upon the coming
three months; but oh, if ever a servant of God saw the sweet and precious operations of the providence of God, it was JAMES FRANCIS. This
led to another reflection, and to the mentioning of another faCt; and one
did not scruple to mention it, because one was anxious to aid in some
little measure the stamping of the character of this newly-formed society,
and to lead its youthful members to wait upon and scrupulously to watch
the leadings and the guidance and the interposing hand of a covenant
God and Father in Christ Jesus. The mantle and the spirit of the father
had fallen upon the son, named after that venerable servant of the Most
High. He now, in turn, has passed his threescore years and ten; and,
in a letter which we have lately seen of his, he is "waiting for the Consolation of Israel; " or, in other words, looking day by day to be called
home. But upon one occasion during his now protracted pilgrimage, he
had been in most reduced circumstances. He was at the time ill. It was
winter, and his last half-shovel of coals had been placed in the grate.
He knew not what to do for more. He had but one resource; that was
the throne of grace. Before that throne he bowed the knee. He
wrestled with God. At length he felt he had prevailed. He believed
his prayer had been heard, and that it would be heeded; but scarcely
had he realized a degree of the preciousness which attends the belie/that
prayer has been heard, and that in the face of there being no tangible
proof or the veriest appearance of the fact, when the enemy set in with his
subtle arguments and base insinuations as to the improbability of prayer
having been heard, and the absurdity of indulging in any such hopes
and expectations. Then comes· the death upon the promise; and this is
generally succeeded by the deliverance; the death intervening between
the promise and its fulfilment. And why? Because not our faith, as a
creature-act, should get the credit of the deliverance, but THE GOD who
gives the faith-who alone can nourish and maintain the faith-and who,
and who alone, can effect the deliverance. The faith of dear JAMES
FRANCIS was honoured-was owned of God, as His own covenant gift.for, in the space of a short half-hour or thereabouts, no less than four men,
from totally different and most unknown and equally unsolicited sources,
were the bearers of sundry hundred-weights of coal to the Lord God
Omnipotent's poor and needy one.
" When the Lord's people have need,
His goodness shall find out a way."
The mention of the above-named fact led to one seated upon the platform
at that meeting whispering to my dear brother SAUNDERS: "I was once in
my study on a Saturday, and my daughter came in to me and said, ' Father,
there .are no coals.' He intimated, in reply, that'he could not be troubled
about the matter then; he must leave it, whatever the consequences.
Within a quarter of an hour two tons of coal were sent in, in the most
unexpected and in the most unsolicited way." Ah, dear reader, what a
mercy to be the Lord's almoner! How different the position ere long
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with such when he shall raceive the" "\-Vell done, good and faithfu18erTRnt; thou host been faithful over a few thingd; I will make thee ruler
over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy Lord; " "Inasmuch as
ye have done it unto one of the least of these my eervants, ye have done
it unto me "-how different, I say, the position of such to that of those
to whom shall be addressed that awful denunciation: "Go to now, ye
rich men, weep and howl for your miseries that shall come upon you.
Your riches are cJrrupted, aud your garments are moth-eaten. Your
gold and silver is cankered; and the rust of them shall be a witness
against you, aud shall eat your flesu as it were fire. Ye have heaped
treasure together for the last. days."
I believe that we have, as a rule, but the faintest and the most unworthy conception of how the Lord cares for and watehes over His
people. CouH we but be more fully aware of it, sure I am that we should
be amazed at the merciful and condescending and gracious way in which
the Lord stoops to interest Himself, and to interpose His kind and loving
hand in our little mean affairs.
The case just named ha~ brought to the r~membrance another instance of the Lord.'s tender care in regard to one of His ministering servants. Between nine and ten o'clock at night, the name of a certain City
missionarJ was heard as ha.ving called upon a matter of business. It
was as though an audible voice spoke to the master of the house: "Go,
and give So and so a sovereign." InstantlJ obeying the prompting, he
went to the missionary and said. "Are you in trouble? Would a sovereign be of any service to you? " Placing the 80vereig-n in his hand, the
gentleman asked to be excused for at once withdrawing, upon the ground
that he was labouring at the time under a severe cold. In the course of
a day or two afterwards, he received a letter from the missionary to this
effect: "When you asked me the question the other night as to whother
I was in trouble, I was so Ltken up with the subject upon which I had
just been speaking that I had quite forgotten my daughter had come to
me whilst I was preparing to go and take my little service, and said, 'There
has been a tax:-paper left' If the said tax were not paid by a certain
day, I should be liable to be summoned. 'My salary will not be due till
such a time,' said I: 'what shall I do?'" The Lord knew what His
servant was to do. Hence the prompting, "Go and give So and so a
sovereign."
Ah, reader, if you and I would but test the I.Jord and trust the Lord,
how marvellously should we see Hi'S hand! The Lord knows the longer
one lives the more one sees the utter fallacy of going to the creature.
The shortest, the sweetest, the far, far most satisfactory way is to go at
once to the Lord; to spread the case before Him; to tell Him all;
Hezekiah-like, to "spread the letter before the Lord." In so doing,
how verily it would be found: "Ye have no need to fight in this battle;
the battle i~ not yours, but the L:.>rd's. He shall fight for you, and ye
shall hold your peace."
I must, however, hasten, a~ I find this paper is extending far beyond
its intended limits.
My dear friend, Mr. SAUNDERS, having been connected with Yeovil,
and, in hi;) earlier years, attended the ministry of the late Mr. PHELIPS,
at the parish church, where he himself has several times ministered,
spoke Wlth a great deal of heart-warmth aud gratitude of the good and
gracious dealings of God. As a thank-offerilJ{S to the Lord for all His
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mercies, and with a view to stir up and encourage the young men of this
newly-formed institution, Mr. SAUNDERS presented each of its members
-to the number of between sixty and seventy-with a copy of the last
year's volume of Old Jonat7wn. That volume contains a sketch of Mr.,
SAUNDERS' own intnesting and oventful career, which may well operate
as a stimulus to young men in their shrt in life. Whilst urging them
to "commit their way unto the Lord, and to trust also in Him" for
guidance and support, in spite of all that men of the world might suggest,
a fact of one's own early history was brought forcibly to one's recollection. Whilst yet in one's teens, one had been placed in a large establishment, which at that time seemed to one like a very hell upon earth.
Blasphemies were commonly uttered; scepticiom and infidelity were openly
avowed. The Sabbath was ignored, and religion sneered at and contemned.
The principal, although, perhaps, for prudence sake, not an avowed infide 1
yet was one who seG at nau~ht the Lord's day, and at certain times
requested the services of those in his employ upon that day. The writer
stood alone in that establishment. His profession and principles were
well known. He was persecuted, and yet, withal, respected; and, singular to say, whilst others were expected and did labour occasionally on
the Sabbath, he never was asked to do so. It was known that he was
quite willing to continue till midnight on the Saturday, and to recommence at midnight on the Sunday; but even this he was never requested
to do. By way of taunt and bravado, one in tbat eshblishment was wont
to say to the writer, "When I die I will send for you, that you may see
how I die; " intimating that he was determined to die in the belief-or
rather, in the non-belief-in which he lived. He died afterwards in the
parish poorhouse of his native town, and, if I mistake not, insane!
Such was the violence of this man, and such his hostility to any professing godliness, that, upon one occasion, he thrust the writer up into a
corner; and, being a tall, powerful man, he clutched him by the throat
and nearly strangled him. Neatly fifty years have passed since this
occurrence, but the writer's escape from that wrathful blasphemer is
fresh upon the recollection, notwithstanding.
" Oh, to grace how great a debtor!" Reader-oh, my soul-" who
maketh thee to differ, and what hast thou that thou bast not received?"
Particulars of our visit to Broad Hembury mu~t be reserved for our
next paper.
"ALL IS WELL."
Well, when most sick and cold I feel;
Come, reign in this sad heart of mine; When I can only dt~mbly kneel,
Let Thy bright beams my fears Thou, 0 Lord Christ, my heM"t canst
read,
dispel,
.
And for Thy child will intercede.
Speak, and assure me, all is well.
Well, when beneath my cross's load
Well, when the tempest rages high;
Well, when no human friend is nigh; Fainting, I siuk upon the road,
Well, when my soul in anguish pines; Longing for death to set me free;
Well, when no light upon me shines. Longing for rest, for love, and Thee.
Well, when my brightest hopes decay; o Jesus, Saviour, give me grace
Well, when my loved ones fade away; 'Vith hope to run the heavenly race;
And, whenlife's burdens are laid down,
Well, when in agony they cry;
Crown me with an immortal crown.
Well, when I stand and see.them die.
ISA.

o JESUS, Saviour, Love Divine,
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JESUS ONLY.
THE fraudulent use made of expressions in God's holy Word inclines the
lovers of' truth to avoid them, lest they should be identified with the
parties who use them. Our comprehensive title has not escaped the grasp
of the enemy, bnt by many is employed as a trap to catch the unwary.
Jesus only;lf does not represent the Christ of God, according to the divinity
of multitudes who use it to deceive the simple. Self'-:1eceived some are,
we have no doubt; but decflivers others are, having the knowledge of the
truth, and yet either keeping back" part of thelprice," in fear of giving
offence, or else adding thereto, and thus they beguile unstable flouls into
fatal errors and a false profession, which, if grace be not extended, must
€lug. in death and darkness and damnation.
A remarkable and well-attested little book, which, as to size, scarcely
deserves the term, entitled, "The Dying Priest and Cleansin~ Blood,"
contains in its simple history the divine experience of the term. "Jesus
only." It is the record of the last days of a young priest plucked as a
brand from the burning, and brought out from the darkness of Popery
into the light of the Gospel of the grace of God. The history appeared
in print as a fact, shortly after the death of the young man; but the
writer shrunk from the publicity of attaching her name to a case that
would excite the attention of foes as well as friends, and might lead to
some unpleasant controversy with members of the Church of Rome; but,
when the truth of the whole story was denied, it was time for the writer
boldly to throw off her incognito and give the authority of her name to
the facts she disclosed. Having gone so far, it would have been far
better if Miss Shaw Stewart had given the names in full of all the parties connected with the facts, and placed the young man before the Church
of God as known by his family name. This would have been the rig-ht
way to silence all allegations as to the reality of the circumstances. The
dead could not be affected by such a course, and his surviving friends had in
his brief history a living testimony to the power of divine grace, whether
it proved to them" a savour of life unto life, or of death unto death."
The facts of the case may already have come under the notice of some
of our readers, the circumstances happening as recently as in the spring
of 1872, when a lady visited a poor dying girl in Edinburgh, a Roman
Catholic, and these visits seem to have been blessed to her soul. Miss
Stewart encountered, while at the girl's bedside, two priests, who entered
the room, and shortly after withdrew at the suggestion of the visitor.
The younger priest of the two repeated his visit in a few days, and
courteom,ly came out to the passage to open the street-door for Miss
Stewart as she was leaving the house, when, as by an irresistible impulse
-the work of God's Spirit upon her soul-she was given to say a few
words to the priest.
I turned and appealed to him not to trifle with the soul of a dying sinner.
I told him poor Mal'Y was draWing very near death, and asked him how he
was going to meet her fears and distress of mind? He gave at first the usual
answer, to the effect: "The Ohurch had provided for all the wants and frailties of hel' cbildl"eu." I said, " Oh, but the Church can make but a poor
provision for a dyiug soul. Won't you tell her of the precious blood of Jesus
• This is a favourite motto with devout Ritualists, and Father Ignatius, the modern
revivalist of monkery, makes use of it as the token of his religion to head his letter paper.
U
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Christ, that cleanseth from all sin?" and then I could not help warning him
very earnestly of the tremendous responsibility he would incur if he put
anything between bel' and that cleansing blood."
So far her testimony was faithful and sound, and so far we firmly
believe it was received through sovereign grace, and blessed to the salvation of the young priest. The wood, hay, and stubble added to this
foundation must all be burnt up, such as prossing Christ aud His free,
redeeming love upon sinners for their acceptance, which is but the outcome of the Arminianism that lurks within, and is prevalent in our
day among all classes of religionists. No fallen sinner ever received
Christ upon the persuasion of man, aud all such as are satisfied with such
a form of l'eligion as this, it will die when they die, unless grace prevent.
" A man can receive nothing, except it be given him from heaven." So
says the vVord of God.
A few remarks bear the tinge of the orrors of the day, but the facts
and experience recorded are sound in the truth. " How can you lead
others to a peace you do not know yourself?" was the searching question put by the visitor to this priest, who, in reply, only grasped her
offered hand with a grip which spake more than words. His looks and
manner betrayed his secret disquietude; but, when visiting the sick girl,
he always made it a point to resign his post of teacher to the visitor,
without entering into any argument or showing any opposition.
After the death of the sick girl, the visitor met in the street one day
Father M--, and stopped him to make an observation as to the hopes
entertained of her having found peace and rest in Jesus. He stiffly
replied, " Oh, yes; she died in the faith." This was the last communication between ~Iiss Stew art and Father M--, but the result of a few
words spoken home to the priest's heart by the power of the Holy Ghost
was to come to light in an after day.
.
No doubt the quick eyes of those surrounding the young priest saw
there was something awakened in his mind which must be got rid. of,
and in this respect the mighty workings of the confessional stand out in
horrible power to crush the free exercise of the mind with regard to
truth. :Father M-- was removed from his post and sent travelling
about, and finally visited New York; and, on landing, went to an obscure
boarding-house, where he became seriously ill. A minister of the Gospel
in that city was asked by a friend to visit the young man, which he
immediately did. The people of the house told him that he had been
two weeks there, having burst a blood-vessel during the voyage, and
they guessed him to be a Romish priest.
When he could be removed, the Rev. D. C-- kindly invited him to
his house, in hopes that good nursing and home comforts might be the
appointed means for his restoration. This good Samaritan was not permitted to have his wishes realized, but, what was far better, he was privileged to watch by the dying bed of the young man and bring to light the
gracious story of divine dealings with his soul; for from his host he
obtained the promise that Miss Stewart should know that the few words
she uttered to him were blessed to his soul. "Tell her that precious
blood has cleansed even me from all my sins, and that even I have found
peace with God through Jesus Christ our Lord."
His story was but the repetition of many similar tales of grief
transpiring in our own times. Brought up by a godly mother in Scriptural knowledge, he was gradually led away by sceptical literature from
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belief in the truth, and then, through acquaintance with some Roman
Catholic friends, he was gradually drawn into the meshes of Popery.
'V'hen asked if he was happy in his ·new faith, his discerning reply was,
" Do not call it faith; it was all black unbelief. I was like the pOOl"
Israelites. They told me to make a full tale of bricks, but I had 110
straw. I tried to get ease in confession, which only drew the noose
tighter; but the hardest part of all, and which my superiors most
insisted upon, was, 'Stifle all such uneasiness. The more you doubt, the
more earnestly you must teach others the vary things you doubt.' "
With this thought well impressed upon the young priest, he was given in
charge the oversight of a poor Irish family, suspocted of heretical tendencies, the daughter bBing in a dying state. In company with an elder
priest he visited them upon one occasion, when they found at the bedside
of the poor girl a lady, whose likeness to the mother of the younger
priest attracted his attention. U aseen by her, they stood in the room
while she uttered the words: '" The blood of Jesus Christ, His Son,
cleanseth us from all sin.' God says, His blood is enough. If anyone
says-if our own poor trembling hearts say-' It is not enough,' we must
turn away to what God says: 'Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and
thou shalt be saved.''' 'rhe elder priest waited to hear no more, but at
once asked her" by what right she came prowling into such houses, disturbing the dying hours of the faithful?" . The visitor's calm reply was
addressed to the girl's mother: "I promised Mary I would put on this
poultice for her; I cannot do it with these strangers here. Will y;>u
get these gentlemen to go away?" The younger priest at once walkali
out, and the elder followed.
After this unfavourable interview the young priest was bound to find
out what teaching this sick girl was receiving; and on his next visit he
met the visitor, who in a few words gave him this Gospel advice, which it
would be well if every so-called teacher and preacher were rightly instructed in: "Don't put anytlting between her and that cleansing blood."
Father M-- paid the dying girl many pastoral visits, and carried off'
from time to time some of the heretical books given her by Miss 8tewart,
which were found in his possession after his decease. His mother's Bible
he was obliged to give up, but he now obtained another, and managed to
conceal it. This Bible, the day before his death, when he reat;hed his
twenty-seventh birthday, he gave to the grandson of ,the kind Christian
host, who, in his seventy-ninth year, received into his house Father M--,
according to apostolic injunction: "Be not forgetful to enterta~
stranger$, for some have entertained angels unawares."
On the morning of his death he said, "Only think, the Lord Jesus
would not rest without unworthy me! He bought me with His own
blood, and sought me by His free Spirit, and sent all these dear ones to
help in the search. Oh, Jesus ! Jesus, my Lord!" Then he stopped
overcome by emotion. "Peace with God!" "The peace of God!"
" Blood-bought peace! " were expressions that often dropped from his
lips up to the last-the genuine experience of his soul. His deep and
solemn conviction that his apostacy to Rome was his great sin often
humbled him to tears; and, when visited by a sense of pardoning love,
it was with the mixed feelings of gladness and compunction.
To the grandson of his host, a lad of eighteen, he said upon one occasion, ""\Villie, my boy, it is forgiven sin that breaks a follow down.
The sense of unpardoned sin will bruise and torture and leave scars on
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one's heart for life; but to see the Lord Jesus look into my faco-to hear
Him say, 'I have died for thee; I have forgiven all thy sins freely, and
for ever'-Willie, Willie, I think even in heaven I must weep when we
sing, 'He was sla£n for us. '"
The leadingg of a divine and gracious hand may be clearly traced in
this simple record of covenant mercy. The cunning scheme of sending a
young and ardent pervert to the forlorn hope of a family suspected of
heretical leanings, was the means of bringing about an end the very
last in the desire of the Romish hierarchy. The next point of divine
ordination was the striking likeness of the visitor to the beloved and
deceased mother of the young priest, and. also the coincidence that her
last words should be those uttered by Miss Stewart, "The blood of Jesus
Christ, His Son, cleanseth us from all Ein." The design of separating
Father M-- from all home associations by a voyage to America further
was signally overruled for blessing. His illness, and the subsequent
interest taken in his case by the minister and his wife, was most remarkable. They not only supplied him with all that he required for his need,
but also sheltered him from all disturbance with the Church he now
renounced for ever; and, further, through these new-fouurl friends, published the story of God's grace in picking out one, amongst many sealed
up in enmity and ignorance, to realize conviction of sin, conversion to
God, and the peace-speaking power of pardoning blood, through the
gracious enlightenment ofthe Holy Ghost.
Of such and all such similar histories, that bear the impres& of a
heaven-born religion, we can only say, "The election hath obtained it,
and the rest were blinded;" and each vessel of mercy, afore prepared to
mercy, is broug-ht to this point. " It is of the Lord's mercies we are not
consumed." Here the Dagon of free-will falls to the ground, and the
labours even of a seraphim are hidden beneath their wings.
In closing the notice of this little memoir, we give our readers the letter
written by the priest on his death-bed to Miss Stewart : DEaR FRIEND,-If this should ever reach you, I want to tell you with my
own hand how from my heart I thank you for the words you spoke to me and
the way you spoke them one day in February, two years ago, when I met you
in the house of lIfrs. 11--, in - - , when poor Mary D - - lay dying.
Do you remember turning round and speaking words of truth and kindness
to a miserable priest as he left the house? I am that p1-iest! I want to tell
you of the Saviour's love and grace to me. You could little guess how deep
your words sank. Your strange likeness to my beloved mother compelled me
to listen, and then you spake the very words she loved to speak. Her dying
words were about" the blood that cleanseth from all sin." I want to tell you
it bas cleansed even me; it has given even me peace with God. I know you
will be glad. Yes, you were right; I was very unhappy, though I did not
like you to say so. I want you to know I never dared again put anything
between a poor sinner's soul and that saving blood. I have little strength.
left. My most loving Father has brought me to this sweet home to die. He
will reward-He only can-His dearly-loved servants, who have taken the
poor prodigal in as a dear son, for His sake.
Mr. C-- has promised to write to you what I cannot, for want of time
and strength. I have written this in three days, and feel it is the last I shall
do. I want to say, God bless you, and help you to be to many souls what
you have been to me. Please keep mother's ring' and my sister's locket with
my mother's hair. Farewell till we meet. May you be honoured to tdl
many of His free, redeemiog love.
Your grateful, most unworthy, but thrice-happy brother in Jesus, M--.
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FROM HEART TO. HEART.-No. XVII.

My DEAR FRIEND,-I thank you very much for marking D. M--,
instead of regretting you should have done so, and I agree with it all ; but
I still believe, amidst all the rubbish you allude to, that grace snatcbed him
from it as much as it did from his terrible life. Grace was in the 116art but
not clear knowledge in the head. Grace in his case was communicated
through an earthen vessel, which has always more or less of earth's corrosive matter about it. The thief on the cross to whom you allude had
the Lord only for his Teacher. I will give you an instance in my own
experience, that makes me tender over the ignorance of others.
Some time after the Lord began with me, a dear aged Ohristian mana Presbyterian-and, by-the-bye, one who would in no wise come up
to the mark of our men in doctrine-corrected me when I spoke of
making the Lord my choice. "Ah!" said he, "the Lord chose you first,
or you would never have chosen Him." I went home and pondered
over these words. I thougbt, "'Yell, but I have come to the Lord, for
there is none I love like unto Him" (it was the days of my first love), and
this seemed to me the proof of it. After that time the Lord opened my
emder8tanding to see how that it was the Holy Spirit that had drawn me
to Him.
The disciples' hearts were warmed by the love of Jesus before He
opened to them the Scriptures, as you know; and most fully do I feel
the applicability of the Lord's words to me, "0 fools, and slow of heart to
believe all that the prophets have spoken," &c. ; particularly as the very
first lesson taught me feelingly when a child was distrust of self and
utter helplessness, and that keeping from evil was alone to be found in
God. Hence, I dare not now, as I once did (after being taught to understand the way more perfectly myself), judge others by their imperfect
knowledge of it, when I see the heart is on the Lord's side. But that is
a somewhat remarkable thing that we, who have been brought out of
the very same ignorance, should then judge others because of it, when
the Lord has not so judged us; but His judgment has been according
to His Word, namely, looking at the heart and not at the lwad (see 1 Sam.
xvi. 7). But so it is; at least it was so with me until drawn nearer and
nearer to the light-J esus. I now find that God's leadings and dealings
with us are one thing, but our knowledge of them quite another thing.
Our bodies are nourished by food, and starved without it; but how that
food works internally and supplies the waste that goes on, very few
comparatively understand, but they feel its good eJl'ects on. the one hand
and the acuteness of its deficiency on the other. So I believe it is in
spiritual things, and I do think the Apostle had this subject of Judging
in his mind when he said, "In measuring yourselves by yourselves ye
are not wise."
And now for another subject. "Jane Walker, of Inslip," how blessedly
she was taught! I must quote that part on page 63 which has been 80
exactly my own experience. She says, " The Lord having been so gracious in keeping down the evils within me for so long a time, I thought
they would torment me no more; but, alas! they were stronger than
ever, although the effect was different. Instead of making me doubt my
being a child of God, as they once did, they endeared my Saviour more
.and more to my soul."
Yours sincerely,
December 16th, 1871.
M. L. M.
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"0 Israel, thou shalt not be forgotten oJme."-IsAIAH xli'7. 21.
THE pathway of the child of God often seems an isolated one, Placed in
the midst of a world which lieth in sin and in wickedness, he feols how
uncongenial to the aspirations of his inmost soul are the pursuits of the
world. The highest enjoyments and pleasures of the world he sees
indelibly stamped with the most unmistakable signs of decay. ]~ike the
beauty of the butterfly, all earth's pleasures perish in the grasping.
In the companionship of the world the follower of the Lord Jesus
Christ finds no solace amidst the trying circumstances in which he is
placed during his journey through the wasto, howling wilderness to the
kingdom of eternal bliss anel happiness.
Ofttimes he takes up the
language of the poet"Its pleasures now no longer please,
" Let worldly minds the world pursue,
Nu more content afford;
It has no charms for me;
Once I admired its trifles too,
Far from my b"east bejoys like these
Now I have seen the Lord.
But grace has s~t me free.
" As by the light of opening day
The stars are all concealed,
So earthly pleasures fade away
When Jesus is revealed."
But, notwithstanding the isolation to which we have just referred, how
unspeakably blessed it is for the child of Gael to realize that he enjoysdivine companionship, in fulfilment of that gracious promise, "Lo, I
am with you alway, even unto the end of the world." And, though in
the depths of despondency we may ima~ine we are forsaken and forgotten
by our God, how unspeakably blessed is a remembrance of that gracious
passage, "But Zion said, The Lord hath forsaken me, and my Loril.
hath forgotten me. Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she·
should not have compassion on the son of her wnmb; yea, they may
forget, yet will I not forget thee. Behold, I have graven thee upon the
palms of my hands; thy walks are continually before me." Oh, what
could be more unspeakably blessed than such a declaration as this,.
coming as it does from our faithful and unchanging Goel? How it should
quell all our fears; how it shollld dispel all our doubts; how it should
drive away all our misgivings, and cause us to pray for that faith forwhich the poet sigheel in those beautiful words"Oh, fora faith that will not shrink
Though pressed by many a foe:
That will not tremble on the brink
Of poverty or woe.
"That will not murmur nor complain
Beneath the chastening rod;
But, in the hour of grief and pain,
Can lean upon its God.

"A faith that shines more. bright.
more clear,
When tempests rage without;
That when in danger knows no fear,.
In darkness feels no doubt.
" A faith that keeps the narrow way
Till life's last spark be fled,
And with a pure and heavenly ray
Lights up a dying bed."

~ay Goel grant unto us more and more of this faith!
But, dear reader, how does God's gracious remembrance of His children
stand in contrast to their forgetfulness of Him. How prone we are to,
forget the daily-yea, the hourly-mercies of our God. How rarely do
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we remember to praise Him for the innumerable blessings which, day by
day, lIe is pouring down upon us. How often do we seem to disregard
that gracious hand by which alone we are sustained and strengthened
from day to day. And though, in consideration of this, we feel deeply
humbled in the dust of self-abasement, y~t still our inc1ividual testimony
must 1e"Often I feel my sinful heal't
But, though I have Him oft forgot,
Prone from my Jesus to depart;
His loving kindness changes not."
And what a consolation it is, dear reader, to hear from time to time
the testimony of the aged saint. Looking- back through the long vista of
sixty or seventy, or perhaps eighty, years' chequered pilgrimage through
this vale of tears, remembering the good hand of God's pr07idence upon
him, recounting the innumerable mercies which have been so graciously
vouchsafed; in sweet review of all the way by which he has been led, the
testimony of the dear ;;,ged child of God, as tears of' gratitude chase each
other down his weather-beaten cheek, is, "My God has never forgotten:
me. Though often I have been tempted to imagine that God had quit&'
forgotten me, still, blessed be His name, He has ever been faithful to
His promise, '0 Isra~l, thou shalt not be forgotten of me.' " The testimony of those privileged ones who were permitted to witness the wonderful works performed by the dear Lord when He tabernacled in human
form upon this earth was, "He hath done all things well;" and oh,
what a sweet and blessed thought it is that in that innumerable company
of the redeemed and ransomed ones in the heavenly Jerusalem, in their
never-ending anthems of praise and adoration,
" Above the rest this note shall swell,
anI' Jesus ha,th done all things well!"
That your voice and mine, dear reader, may join in this 1,lessed song
throughout the never-ending ages of eternity, is the prayer of,
Yours affectionately,
T. H.
Stockport.

LETTERS

BY

THE LATE REV. W. PARKS TO A LADY
IN IRELAND.
No. Ill.
My advice to you is to attend Mr. Hare's ministry.
This or that
doctrine can be of no possible use to you, until you have been convinced
of your lost state; so you need not perplex your mind in brooding over.
election, &c. Whether you know it or not, you are a poor, lost, undone
creature by reason of your nature. We cannot be better than ourparents. A sinful parent cannot bring forth a sinless child. "Who can
bring a clean thing out of an unclean?" A lion cannot produce a lamb~
nor a vulture a dove. The seed of every sin is within, and nothing but a
miracle can ever alter the offspring. 'I.'his miracle is performed by theHoly Ghost, convincing of sin in the first instance. Your friends, of
whom you speak, must themselves be in the dark. Man cannot believe
when he pleases; man cannot be happy when he pleases. The Lord is>
a Sovereign who deals with each of His people, and enlists Bis own
soldiers. There is no such thing in all the Lord's army as a volunteer.
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Each is made willing in the day of His power; but, as for voluntary
enlistment, it is a free-will idea with a witness.
I rejoice to hear of your unhappiness. I hope it may inerease until you
are forced to cry unto Him who alone can give you rest.
Opens/taw, Sept. 13, 1858.
W. PARKS.

No. IV.
You are manifestly under convictions, but whether they will result in
anything remains to be seen. All convictions do not lead to conversions;
but I cannot but hope for the best ill your case. You ask me: "If I am
not to be saved, is there no blame to be attached to me; and if I am, or
should be the Lord's, may not my sins and those things which I indulge
in hinder Christ's grace in my heart; I mean, would my ways alter His
purposes?" I reply, blame doubtless will be attached to everyone who
will be damned for their sin, and sin is the cause of blame. vVe are all
deserving of blame, even the wrath of God; and, were it not for Christ's
redemption of some, we should all endure blame for ever. If you are one
{If the Lord's redeemed, nothing can hinder (effectually) His grace entering your heart. Your ways cannot alter His purposes; though as a
.creature of His, and thus a responsible agent, you sin at your peril.
Every wilful sin you commit adds weight to your punishment; so beware
{If sin. The person you heard preach said wisely. As for your temptations and desires, whatever they may be, watch against them. This is
all I can advise you to. Don't hesitate to write, whenever you have a
~uestion to ask.
Opens/taw, Sept. 20, 1858.
W. PARKS.
No. V.
I THOUGHT I had been very clear in my last note to you; however, it
appears not. Of course your heart is the same as ever. How could it
be otherwise since you are not changed? and, even if you had experienced
the change of heart, your vile and deceitful heart would still harass
you. What is born of flesh is flesh, and ever remains so. The Lord has
said, "A new heart will I give you." When you have got that, you will
do differently, and feel differently to what you do now.
You ask, "How can I watch against temptation, when I have no
throne of grace to go to?" Do you desire to know God, and do you
desire to be freed from your sins? If so, you may depend upon it that
.Jesus Christ will never turn His back upon you.-Yours truly.
OpenS/law, Sept. 27, 1858.
W. PARKS.

No. VI.
My

find you continue in the same mood. I can do
';nothing for you. It is the Lord that must raise you. You must wait
His time. I do not invite the members of my congregation indiscriminately to the Lord's table. I do not think that any but decided Christians
bave any business there at all; yet many are kept away from it who
might go with profit, from want of knowing what a decided Christian is.
The friend you mention as having asked you what right you had at
-church, &c., may be a sincere ChrIstian for what I know, but certainly
there is a zeal there not according to knowledge. You are bound to use
the means; going to church and reading the Bible are amongst such
means. "The blood of Jesus ChriRt cleanseth from all sin." When
.you feel a desire to pray, pray by all means. "Quench not the Spirit."
The Lord will hear you, though you are the greatest outcast on earth.
Openshaw, Oct. 18, 1858.
""iV. PARKS.
DEAR FRIEND,-I
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No. VII.
My DEAR F.RIEND,-If what you write is fact-that is, if you are as
anxious after the things of eternity as you would lead me to suppose-I
am sure the Lord is in the work. You will pardon me that" if," for, to be
candid with you, I have found so many talkers and writers in my day to
be merely talkers and writers. I am not asserting that you are one of
them, but it is not impossible for you to be. Experience carried on by
correspondence is very delusive. If I could see you, and know you, and
observe you for a week or fortnight, I could lIe better able to give you
my opinion as to your state than I am now. However, you may be sure
of this, that if you are under convictions from the Lord, He will give
you your liberty some day. He will not be hurried or hastened; He
takes His own time to do His own work. My advice to you would be
this-attend conscientiously to your duties, employ the means of grace,
never omit prayer, whether you get answers or not, and avoid whatever
society that is apt to bring out your besetting sin. Your present position
is far more honourable than that of dependence. You need not mourn
over it, or be ashamed of it [she was a governess]. I have not a copy of
the hymn you mention, but I send you another which seems to suit your
case. One little word in season, how good it is I-Yours faithfully,
0JJenshaw, A.ugust 22, 1859.
W. PARKS.
A POT OF MANNA.
" This is the thing whieh the Lord comrnandetA,* Fill an omer of it to be kept
for your generations."-ExoD. xvi. 32.
WE are continually hearing that these Old Testament command!; and
precepts are obsolete-things with which we have nothing now to do,
except as a matter of history of the dealings of J ehovah with a people
now cast off; but, "as it was in the beginning, is now." That which
was a cloud and darkness to Egypt (with all its wisdom and intelligence),
gave light by night to the Israel of God; and these sweet commands are
"a lamp, and the law is light" (Prov. vi. 23) to the true "seed of
Abraham," Israelites indeed. They, being partakers of faith, tp.e gift of
God, are overcomers. "This is the victory that overcometh thGl world,
even our faith" (1 John v. 4)); and to them belongs the promise, "To
him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna" (Rev. ii. 17).
They eat of "the bread of life, even the living bread, which came down
from heaven, that a man may eat thereof, and not die." So do they
feed upon the Lord Jesus" in their hearts by faith with thanksgiving."
To them the command comes, "Take a pot, and put an omer full of
manna therein, and lay it up before the Lord, before the. Testimony, to be
kept for your generations; that they may see the bread wherewith I have
fod yon in the wilderness, when I brought you forth from the land of
Egypt." "Now an omer is the tenth part of an ephah."
I charge it upon my soul, take care that God has His tenth! Has
He fed my soul with manna? Then must I lay up a testimony of it for my
children, that they may see how the Lord fed me in this wilderness, that,
like lsaac, they may open again the wells his father digged, and" drank
thereof himself," drawing water with joy out of the "'ells of salvation.
It is worthy of notice that the Lord Jesus gave" living water" to a poor
'" The present tense.
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stranger at the very well J acob gave to his son J oseph so many generations
before. Wonderful thought-shall generations to come eat of the pot
of manna we lay up before the Lord? Has He so wonderfully supplied all
our need as a God of providence that it has seemed a miracle sometimes?
Then let us lay up a testimony of it for God, and record His goodness,
"that ye may tell it to the generation following" (Psa. xlviii. 13). Let us
not hide them, but" 8how to the generation to come the praises of the
Lord, and His strength, and His wonderful works that He hath done.
For He established a testimony in J acob, and appointed a law in
Israel, which He commanded our fathers, that they should make them
known to their children: that the generation to come might know them,
even the children which should be born; who should arise and declare
them to their children" (Psa. lxxviii. 4-6) Here is perpetuity indeed !
Who shall say where it was to stop? Has He "opened mine eyes to
behold wondrous things out of His law," and shall I "eat my morsel.
myself alone" (Job xxxi. 17), or shall I not rather, while I "eat the
fat and drink the sweet, send portions to them for whom nothing is prepared" ? (Neh. viii. 10.)
I believe the Lord would here enjoin His people to "write this for a
memorial in a hook" when remarkable deliverance comes, that, when
your children "fiiiht with Amalek," because the Lord will hJ.ve perpetual war with him" from generation to ~eneration " (Exod. xvii. 16),
they may b8 encouraged by knowing how their fathers prevailed,
because of the intercession of the greflt :Mediator, and because of the
power within them, "even the Spirit making intercession for the saints,
according to the will of God." How the Trinity harmonize in this one
matter! Perfect unity! "The Spirit helpeth our infirmities." Our
great High Priest and Intercessor spreading forth His hands on high
(like Moses and Aaron on the top of the hill, mediator and high priest,
for one man could not set forth both offiees), and then the F <1ther, "He
that searcheth the hearts, knowing the mind of the Spirit." God cannot
deny Himself, therefore prayer must !lrevail ; and, as "all the rivers
run into the sea," what comes from God should revert back to Him in
praise, so let us be careful to give Him" an omer of it "-God's tenth
of what He has fed us with in the wilderness. Shall we rob Him. of a
tenth of time, of talents, of money, of praise? "Where are the nine? "
Only a tenth of the healed lepers returned to the Lord Jesus, and, with a
loud voice (that others, too, might bear), fell down at His feet, giving
Him thanks.
Observe, there is a difference between" the pot of oil," which was
an earthen vessel, and this" the golden pot that had manna," for testimony
for God is precious and imperishable!
"Lord, evermore give us this bread," and enable us to remember to>
" lay up" a pot of manna; and let some hungry stranger eat" living
bread" out of that" om.er of it."
Leice8ttr.
MARY.
FROM the Scriptures wo see displayed to view that wonderful scheme;
for the redemption of self-destroyed men which" angels desire to look
into." Herein the mind of Ohrist is made known; henin are all things
requisite to hear, to learn, and to believe. Here is the copy of God'e.
will, the contents of His counsel, and the plan of all His gracious designs.
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THE WAY OF THE WILDERNESS.
(Concluded f1'om page 548.)

HAVING thus been brought to realize that we are the objects of His
sparing grace and mercy, and being taught by the Word that" the mercy
of God is from everlasting to everlastin~ upon them that fear Him"
(Psa. ciii. 17), we again sing" Believer, here thy comfort stands,
From first to last salvation's free;

I

And everlasting love demands
An everlasting song- from me."

A trembling one may say, "Oh, that I c:JUld but rest assured that
these sayings applied to me; that I could but realize tbat I had been
, sweetly forced' into the feast; that I could look back and lay my finger
upon the place where the Lord met with me. But, alas! I cannot even
say for certain that He has manifested Himself to my soul at all; I cannot see any evidence of divine life in my soul, and am sure it is not manifest in my life and conduct." Why, trembling one, these very sayings
aro evidences of divine life-yea, they are invincible proofs of your election. Read the first to the seventeenth verse of the fifth chapter of St.
Matthew, and the seventeenth chapter of St. John, and your sayings are
answered by our blessed Lord Himself.
Again, "Wisdom is j ustifiedof her children" in predestination. St. Paul,
when pre.:tching to the Athenian philosophers, tells them that" God hath
made of one blood aU nations of men to dwell on all the face of the earth,
and bath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their
habitation" (Acts xvii. 26). Also, in the eighth chapter of his Epistle to
the Romans, he speaks of predestination, and shows us the blessedness
of those who are the objects of His choice, assuring us that" He who
spared not His own Son, but freely gave Him up for us all, shall with
Him freely give us all things."
Bnt, notwithstanding these assurances, there are times when the child
of God, being fretful and dissatisfied, and desiring his own will to have
precedence, would be forgetful enough to say that the lines had not
fallen to him in goodly places; and there are also times when he feels
most heartily ashamed that such a thought should have entered his heart.
Wo believe, both from our own experience and that of otbers which has
come under our observation, that God's ~pirit-taught family would not,
under any oircumstances, elect to have tbe control of their own affairs.
We believe that, with aU their murmurings and repinings, the sense of
their own fickleness, the proneness of their hearts to treat their best
interests with infidelity, and their sense of God's goodness and mercy in
the times past, would be such tbat they would say with Job, "Behold, I
am vile: I will not answer Thee." No; Job will not answer or reply
against God. He may have done so in days that are past, but he is one
of "Wisdom's children," and as such he must justify Wisdom, although
he has to be taught by painful discipline so to do. To our mind his
experience is beautifully epitomised by the beloved Gadsby" Though they in darkness walk,
He is their Father still;
And when insulting Ishmaels mock,
He will His grace reveal.

" Through all the scenes of time,
He'll make His goodness known;
His sons, in every age and clime,
His sovereign grace shall own."

Again, "Wisdom if! justified of her children" in redemption. May we
not well exclaim, "Oh, wondrous love, that God should take up the form
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of man to be able to die, and that, too, of His own free grace and abundant mercy, that He might be able to say, '0 Israel, fear not, for I have
redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou art mine. When
thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the
rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest through th,/il fire,
thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon th~e., J!:Qr I
am the Lord thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour' " ? (Isa.
xliii. 1-3.)
Again, "Remember these,. 0 J acob and Israel; for thou art my servant:
o Israel, thou shalt not be forgotten of me. I have blotted out, as a thick
cloud, thy transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy sins; return unto me, for I
have redeemed thee. Sing, 0 ye heavens, for the Lord hath done it ;
shout, ye lower parts of the earth; break forth into singing, ye mountains, 0 forest, and every tree therein; for the Lord hath redeemed
Jacob, and glorified Himself in Israel." Oh, what poor sinner, who has
been brought to feel his Deeo. of a Saviour, would not sing to the praise of
that rich grace which is the author of these and innumerable kindred
promises, and more so, when we look at the price at which these promises
are ratified! We read in Acts ii. 23 that" Him, being delivered by the
determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by
wicked hands have crucified and slain." What! crucified the LOl'd of
light and glory? Aye, it is even so; and that, too, on behalf of creatures
in whom was no beauty, and who were entirely unworthy His sympathy
and succour. How beautifully is their position described by the prophet
Ezekiel, sixteenth chapter: "Thus saith the Lord God unto Jerusalem:
Thy birth and thy nativity is of the land of Canaan; thy father was an
Amorite, and thy mother an Hittite (nativity and parentage representative
of sin). And as for thy nativity, in the day thou wast born thy navel was
not cut, neither wast thou washed in water to supple thee; thou wast 'not
salted at all, nor swaddled at all. None eye pitied thee, to do any of
these things unto thee, to have compassion upon thee; b'.lt thou wast
cast out in the open field, to the loathing of thy person, in the day that
thou wast born. And when I passed by thee, and saw thee polluted in
thine own blood, I said unto thee when thou wast in thy blood, Live;
yea, I said unto thee when thou wast in thy blood, Live. . . Now when
I passed by thee, and looked upon thee, behold, thy time was the time of
love; and I spread my skirt over thee, and covered thy nakedness; yea, I
sware unto thee, and entered into a covenant with thee, saith the Lord
God, and thou be(;amest mine. Then washed I thee with water; yea, I
thoroughly washed away thy blood from thee, and I anointed thee with
oil. I decked thee also with ornaments, and I put bl'acelets upon thy
hands, and a chain on thy neck. And I put a jewel ,upon thy forehead,
and earrings in thine ears, and a beautiful crow~ upml thine head. And
thy renown went forth among the heathen for thy beau,ty : for .it was perfect through my comeliness, which I put ttpon thee, 8aitl~ th~.,LORD GOD."
Oh, what a sense of humility these rich mercies produce, in our SOli],
yat how sweetly they harmonize with that word in Isaiah liii. 5: "But He
was wounded for our transgressions; He was bruised for our iniquities;
the chastisement of our peace was upon Him; and with-Ilis stripes we are
healed." Language falls infinitely short of expressing the beauty that the
quickened sinner is enabled to see in the Lord Jesus. The most endearing terms used by Solomon seem to leave something unexpressed. After
we have said all we can there is still a secret something, left we much
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desire to say, but, alas! we cannot; but, as these mercies are bestowed of
grace, it is of grace we must be enabled to order our conversation aright,
or we shall ever fall short of praising Him as we desire.
We justify Him also in calling whom He will, when He will, where
He will, and by what means Ho will. Surely no poor sinner who has
been brou~ht to see that he has an interest in the person and work of
the Lord Jesus Christ would find fault with the means used to call him
from darkness unto light. The fact of his being called is the evidence of
his election. For him there are treasured :Ip unspeakable blessings in
Christ Jesus; for ' , who shall lay anything to the charge of God's elect?
It is God that justifieth: who is he that condemneth?" Well, Satan
cannot. His power over God's elect is destroyed. The law will not ; we
" being justified freely by His grace, through the redemption that is in
Christ Jesus" (Rom. iii. 24). Seeing these things are so, shall we not do
more than justify Him? Yea, we will even sing praises to His name and
say"Thanks, everlasting thanks, be given
To God, to Christ, to matchless grace,
A.nd to that Dove who seals for heaven,
And forms a people for His praise."
We justify Him also in our ultimate end-glory! We are told by
some to labour diligently to obtain for ourselves a high degree in glory.
Such people really cannot have the same views of themselves as wo bave.
Did they but feel the same unworthiness of being made partakers of the
joys of the saints in light as we do, we think they would have but little
to say on that account. Personally we pre content with what the Apostle
tells us: "It hath not entered into the heart of man to conceive the good
things that God hath laid up for them that love Him." If all our wild
dreams of God's glory are to be infinitely transcended by the reality-and
that they will be-truly may we exclaim, "What must it be to be
there?" In contemplation of tbis the Apostle might well say, "For I
reckon that the sufferings of this present evil world are not worthy to be
compared with the glory that shall be revealed in us." Heaven and
earth shall pass away, but the joys of the radeemed are eternal. It
reduces our pride to profound self abhorrence when we think of what we
are by nature, and what the Lord has made us by His grace. How
few and fleeting our days are here, but eternal glory, who can conceive
what it implies? One thing at least we know-that there we shall be
free from sin, sorrow, and care. There we shall, enjoy the continual
presence of our beloved Jesus. There we shall hold sweet communion
with the company we love, even the Church of the First-born. But, while
praying to be enabled meekly to wait the Lord's appointed time of
deliverance, we sing.
" 'Mid scenes of confusion and creature complaints,
How sweet to my soul is communion with saints;
To find at the banquet of mercy there's room,
And feel in the presence of .j esus at home.
Home, home, sweet, sweet home!
Receive me, dear Saviour, to glory my home.
" Sweet bonds that unite all the children of grace,
And Thou, blessed Jesus, whose love cannot cease;
Though now my temptations like billows may foam,
All, all will be peace when I'm with Thee at home.
Home, home, &c.
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" Whate'er Thou deniest, 0 give me Thy grace,
The Spirit's sure witness, the smiles of 'I.'hy face;
Indulge me with patience to wait till Thou come,
And give me, 0 Lord, a sweet foretaste of home.
Home, home, &c.
"I long, gracious Lord, in Thy presence to be;
From sin, fear, and sorrow for ever set free;
And when in Thy likeness I rise from the tomb,
With glorified millions I'll praise Thee at home.
Home, home, &c. Amen.
Birmingham.
J. W.
A LESSON FROM TWO GNATS.
Saturday evening, as it was getting dusk, I was in a room by myself,
and endeavouring, in some exercise of mind, to get a text for preaching on
the Sunday, when I saw two gnats struggling in vain to penetrate the
window glass, and to gain the lighter air outside. My heart sank within
me as I observed the hopeless difficulties of their task and lot; and, as I
compared it to the lot of many of my fellow-creatures-and, indeed, of
myself at times-I was tempted to thil!k hardly of God Himself. Vpry
shortly afterwards, hewever, the gas was lighted in the room, and thus
the poor insects found themselves in the light and liberty they wanted.
Surely the Lord thus often deals with His children; and when apparently, to themselves, in hopeless trial and difficulties, Ho turns their captivity in a way that they least expect.
K.
[Had not our correspondent's attention been diverted, it is highly probable that further instruction might have been gathered from the gnats.
Possibly tlMy abused the light and the libedy, as we have seen many of
their species do. The warmth and the glare have been such that first
they have sallied round and about it; then they have soared over the
flame; at length, as though excited to the utmost degree, or maddened
with rage, they have made a dash through it, falling down in torturehelplessly burnt-and rendering themselves objects of pity. The greatest
kindness that can be shown them, under the circumstances, is to put them,
out of their misery. And, reader, is there no teaching here? Likethe
poor gnats, described by our correspondent as struggling- for liberty, have
we not sought freedom from this care, or relief under the other oppression? Have we not done the utmost to break these bonds, or snap the
other fetters? Have we left any means untried by which to throw off
the yoke, or to obtain a little ease ? We have wanted to walk at large.
We have thought that a little more license and a little more liberty would
not only be a relief, but that we could serve the Mastor to much better
purpose. Presuming we at length attain our wishes; there comes a
degree of relief; the burden is lightened, the cross is partially removed,
the thorn extracted; the liberty is gained, the freedom secured; but what
about increased usefulness, the deeper tone of spirituality, the heavenlymindedness, and the promised living so entirely to and for the Lord?
Ah! what indeed? But for divine keeping-supernatural restraint-the
watchful eye and almighty ami of our great and gracious Protector,
Preserver, Deliverer-we should verily play the part of the poor gnats,
wind round and round the glitter and the glare, soar for a little season
above the light and heat of the flame, and then, at last, dash into the midst
of the fire so treacherously and skilfully prepared for our destruction. Oh,
the wonders of grace! Oh, the lovethat restrains as well as sustains !-Eo.]
ONE
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£lcXlllatts nnll:' ~atcf;i .of £).erm.ons.
SERMONS BY THE LATE REV. DANIEL FOJ)EY, D.D.,
Professo,' of I"ish in Tdnity College, IJublin.
SERMON

V.

God our Father, and from the Lord
Jesus Gh1'ist."-1 COR. i. 3.
My DEAR BRETHREX,-I think it suitable to follow up w}Jat I have said
on last Sabbath upon the doctrine of "Jems Christ and Bi~ cruciiied;"
by S0me further consideration of its effects, enlarging a httl~, as <!od
enables me, on the same subject which then occupied our consIderatiOn,
thongh not perhaps in the same way, convinced that "j;~ preac~ the
:;ame things to you to me is not grievous, and for you it IS safe, and
wishing to be eng-aged on this last opportunity, for the present at ~e~st,
in the consideration of that subject which is so dear to e"ery ChnstIan
soul, and which, I ftlel persuaded, is of such. vast importance to ~ll; and
may the Holy Ghost, the L)rd and Giver of life, help me to set It forth,
so that the dear name of Jesus may be glorified and His people profite?
First, then, let us consiaer the benediction with which the text IS
opened, and in which Paul expresses such anxious concerJJ: "Grace be
unto you, and peace;" seJonclly, the union at its source between the
Father and the S'Jll: "from God our Father, and from tIJ e Lord J eSllS
Christ," the joint, unbroken, impregnable Source of grace and peace;
£Lnd, thirdly, the distinction which this commun~cation of "grace" and
" peace" effects for aU its recipients.
.
First of all, a word or two relative to tho benediction. j'ou \Vlll. find
it the common lanO'uaO'e
botll at the openinO'
and closina'
the EpIstles
;:)
0
;:)
<>
d' 1
generally; and we may, therefore, consider it somethin~ excee mg y
interesting, and important to observe. And here let me remark that
orthodoxy finds its real standard and its touchstvue in this first wordgrace. You need not go for orthodoxy to volumes written bY the fathers;
you need not go to Oxford or Rome to learn it; you need n?t as~ any
human being for an exposition of what it is; you have it fIollm thIS. one
word" grace," rightly understood. For whatever is not of grace IS of
merit; whatever is of pretence of merit, is rebellion against God; whatever is of grace, honours and j:!;lorifies His holy name.
In order to show you what I mean by making this wod tL ~tandard of
orthodoxy, suppose I name two or three points of doctl'lno, as, for
instance the pardon of a sinner the justification of hiS person, the
sanctific~tion of his experience, th~ preservation of his spiritual life, and
his glorification in the end; and bring these things to tllat one standard
-grace.
If a sinner obtains pardon, it is not because he deserves it~not because
his crimes are few-for, as David pleaded, they are j 1st. the reverse:
"Pl:l.rdon mine iniquity, for it is great;" and, if so, he could only expect
pardon on the ground of grace from sovereign, etel'llal f(l,v?ur. Moreover, if you look at the pardon of sinners, you will find It eml~nates
solely from the divine bosom; it entirely discards all tllf!'t :Qertallls to
man; it looks to no qualifications, it asks no conditions. :No, It. does not
even demand repenting and believing as con(litions, thO!J.gh It bestows
them as fju(clijications to enjoy it. Mark the differell'~e_l'epentancebuy.s
« Grace be unto you, and JJeace, from
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not the pardon, but repentance melts the sinner's heart to receive the
impress of it; believing merits not the pardon, but it is the hand stretched
out to receive it, the eye to read it. Without these we cannot enjoy it,
but it is all of grace from first to last. If for a moment you glance at
the doctrine of justification, you have it in express words, "We are
justified freely by His grace, tbrough the redemption that is in Ohrist
Jesus." If you come to the doctrine of sanctification, it is "in Ohrist
Jesus" where all grace centres, and is only possessed and enjoyed by
Ohrist Jesus dwelling in the heart; and, if you look to preservation, it is the
mighty power of God's grace tbat holds us up from day to day, or every
one of us had gone back long ago. "Made shipwreck of a good conscience," and" turned like a dog to his own vomit again," and the" sow
that was washed to her wallowing in the mire;" it is by grace we are
saved and preserved, as is beautifully expressed in that little hymn"'Tis grace bas kept me to this day,
And will not let me go."

If ii; would, I should have gone long since. And then, further, if you
look at glorification, "The Lord gives grace and glory." Why, grace is
the foretaste, the bud, the earnest of glory seated in the soul; and thus,
if you look at anyone doctrine known among men, or broached by mortals,
and bring it to this standard, will it bear the test of "grace"-t'ree,
sovereign, immutable, unmerited" grace" ? If not, it is not of God.
I must follow out further the idea of this principle of grace in the
soul. You know it is written that" whatsoever is not of faith is sin,"
but faith is grace, for it is the gift of God; therefore, everything which
pertains to man apart from grace is sin, full of vileness and corruption,
altogether unworthy of the notice of God, except to punish and condemn it. And what must grace then be, that can conquer all, control all,
reign over all? It is that mig-hty, heaven-born principle implanted in
man's soul whicb, in the face of all the rebellion of our poor nature, in the
face of the vile corruptions of our flesh, in the face of the allurements of
the world, in the face of the influence of the prince of darkness, in the
face of the temptations with which we are surrounded, and the fiery darts
that are hurled against us, together with the natural propensities of our
fallen nature to chime in with Satan's temptations every moment, can
bear tbe soul through all,and bear down all, and accomplish a daily
victory over all; so that the partaker of the grace of God runs his race,
presses on in his career, "treads down strength," embraces all the
promises, realizes the comforts, and goes on warring with the world, the
flesh, and the devil, until he is crowned with victory, and that crown is
glory.
I pass on to the personal participation which the Apostle seems to have
been so anxiou8 about in the benediction: "Grace be unto you, and
peace." My brethren, I look with affectionate solicitade upon many of
you, and say with deep concern for your souls, I am afraid that you
are graceless sinners to this moment, notwithstanding all that has been
so often said to you about the riches of God's eternal grace. You who
have had no communion with God to-day, nor in your lifetime, I pity
you, poor graceless sinner! Stil!l. under the curse, a graceless sinner,
with nothing t'J look forward to but" wrath to come"! A graceless
sinner,· having r.ot a single vestige of hope that you belong to the
Ohurch of God! Paul well knew this, and therefore felt a holy anxiety
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that grace might be personally witnessed, and the peace which -flows
from it manifest in the enjoyments of the soul. I beseech you, brethren,
inv stigate this matter for a moment. Have you anything more than
nature? Persons are often placed in circumstances with a godly example
before their eyes, with godly instruction given them from youth up, a
godly concern to lead them to the house of prayer, and a godly anxiety
to pray for them, too; and yet, amidst it all, no grace! And here lies the
matter of fact-a fact against all the lying authors and preachers who
tell us grace can be communicated in a thousand ways of men's devising-,
which it is God's high and exclusive prerogative to bestow; and, until He
does bestow it, there may be vain and carnal attachment to Ohristians ;
there may be a liking to appear in one's place in church; there may be
attachment to the system of religion in which one is brought up; there
may be a clinging to external forms, whether good or bad; there may be
outward decorum and consistency of conduct which the world cannot find
fault with, and yet no grace! But, when this grace is given, all that pertains to the creature, and all that man has puffed himself up with the
notion of before, falls to the ground, and is by himself rejected and
despised_
Take a specimen in Sanl of Tarsus. Observe before he was a partaker of
God's grace, what a diligent professor he was; what a high-toned Pharisee;
how" he gave tithes of all that he possessed," how long his prayers
were, and how high he stood in the estimation of those about him; but,
as soon as grace took possession of his heart, he called it all dross and
dung; he rejected and despised all this, put it off as "filthy rags," and
desired to have nothing of his own, and to be clothed with the righteousness of God. This is the work of grace in the heart.
But mark, beloved, the elevation of character grace produces. Man
is a degraded creature, though he will not believe it; sunk in brutal
ignorance, declared to be "earthly, sensual, devilish," in the language
of Scripture. It is insisted on in the Word of God that "every
imagination of the thoughts of his heart is only evil continually; " that
"the heart is deceitful above all thing, and desperately wir;ked ; " that
" from the sole of the foot even unto the head" there is nothing but
"woundR, and bruises, and putrifying sores;" that he is even "led
captive by the devil at his will." Oan you imagine, brethren, anything
more degrading than these terms, which the Word of God employs concerning man in his natural state? What, again, does his enlightenment
do for him? It brings him out of the bondage of slavery, separates him
from the service of the prince of darknesll, gives him an ennobled
capacity, brings him into the marvellous light of the peace of God,
creates in him a capacity to enjoy God Himself, elevates the soul to
aspire after heavenly realities, and no longer allows it to be content with
" beggarly elements." It is an advancing principle, and clearly, and
in fact, proves its subjects to be what love divine from all eternity has
made them, "kings and priests unto God."
I must remark here that this grace is a never-failing stock. It is a
bank that can never fail; it is a mine that can never be exhausted; it
is a storehouse that can never be emptied; it is a revenue that ('an
never be expended. It is written concerning its Author, "He giveth
more grace." There have been millions since that Scripture was
recorded "receiving out of His fulness grace for grace;" there are
millions in heaven that have had their ves,els filled with it, and topped
:<cx2
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with glory; there are millions on earth receiving moment by moment
new supplies of it; and yet the- revenue is unimpaired, undiminished,
inexhaustible. Here, beloved, is a place to go to as often as you feel your
need; as often as you feel your emptiness, your want; as long as it is
written on the pillars of His eternal throne, and copied thence by the
finger of His gracious Spirit into the pages of His precious Word, "He
giveth more grace."
I ought to notice how peace accompanies this grace-that the l'ecipient
i'i interested in all that this peace includes-all its calm, all its communications, all its sacred delights, all its heavenly composure, all its
holy unction, resting and abiding upon the spirit; and then, in con"equence of that interest, he is deeply concerned that it should spread,
that the ullity of the Spirit should be kept up in the bond of peace among
the saints; that they should be at peace among themselves; that" the
peace of God, which passeth all understanding," should turn far distant
from them, and especially from the assemblies of God's saints, "all
-hitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, with
all malice; " and that there should be a clinging together, and a concern
ta promote each other's peace and welfare in the Lord Jesus.
Secondly, let us consider the unity of the Godhead in bestowing this
grace and peace-cc from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ."
Here, brethren, we find an identity of glory and prerogative between
God the Father and the Saviour Jesus, that the gmce and peace which
constitute the life, the soul, the nourishment, the security, the salvation
of the whole Church of God, emanate alike from God the Father and
from God the Son, and are ascribed equally and mutually to both. I
Trust you, my brethren, are instructed" to honour the Son as you honour
the Father," to ascribe all the attributes of Deity, all the perfections of
Godhead, to a precious, glorious Christ equally and co-eternally with the
Father; to view all that pertains to the Father in dignity and glory
and majesty and honour as equally belonging to the Son; and, therefore,
I need not dwell much on this point, as you will say of the Son as of the
Father that it is "He which is, and was, and is to come, the Almighty."
We must, my brethren, exult in the thought that, though matters of
comfort and daily experience are transacted between J ehovah and His
people in the world, yet that all that pertains to their salvation was and
is between the Persons of the ever-blessed Trinity. The Father promised that the Son" should see His seed "-" He shall see of the travail
of His soul, and shall be satisfied." The Son is now "ever living to
make intercession for them; " to demand, "Father, I will that they whom
'rhou hast given me be with me where I am, that they may behold my
glory." The Son thus demands their conversion, and, consequently, He
and the Father send down the Holy Ghost, who carries into effect the
great work which eternal love planned and contrived on behalf of the
whole Church, taking possession of His people one by one and bringing
them to Zion. And still this great work goes on. The Saviour intercedes for
the covenant blessings, and then hands them down. He takes the cries of
His people, as the" great High Priest of _our profession," into His
c~n3er, and presents them before th.e throne. Our prayers and praises go
up in His name, and answers come down through His intercession, and
'the Holy Ghost is the mighty Mover in the souls of His people, by whose
power and influence they are enabled thus to deal with God.
Mllrk here, dear brethren, the appr011l'iating pronoun "our" in the
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text: "God our Father." It is worth a thousand worlds, beloved, to he
able tu use these two words. I know they are used commonly in the
Lord's prayer, and are often gabbled over unthinkingly; but, nevertholess, there is a volume of experimental divinity in the two words, "our
Father." No man can truly use them but by the Holy Ghost, as it is only
by the Spirit of Adoption man can approach God in this endearin:;
character; and, therefore, it is written in the Epistle to the Galatiflns,
"Bec~use ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of His Son into
your hearts, crying, Abba, Father."
HavA you, my brethren, entered into the sweetness of this privilege?
Do you know what it is to feel conscious, in approaching the throne of the
Most High, that you are His children, that you have your registry in His
book, that your names are ~raven in His heart and on the palms of Hi,
hands, that He has fulfille·-l to you that part of His Word, '< I will be a
Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters"? Is your use
of the phrase a matter of form or of faith? Does it come from custom
or the Spirit of Adoption? Do you believe the Spirit of the Son dwells ill
you? Are you convinced that" He has begotten you again unto a lively
hope by the resurrection of Jesus Ohrist from the dead"? Is it indeed
so that the Word of the trllth of the Gospel has produced in you that
change which is called regeneration, and by which the life of God is
implanted in the soul? all, call Him not" Father," unless you have
been taught by His own Spirit the blessedness of the affinity! Oome
not before Him with words of falsehoorr-true in themselves, false for
you, if you have none of the Spirit of Ohrist dwelling in you. The
Apostle, in the benediction of the text, shows those to whom be was
writing to be really authorized to say" our Father," describing them as
"called to be saints," being previously" sanctified in Ohrist Jesus;"
members, consequently, of the Ohurch of the living God. These were
they to whom he was writing, and these he encourages and exhorts to
say, "our Father."
And thus the" grace" and the" peace" come" from God our Father,"
and I do not want any other passport to go all through the world with.
I should want no other passport to go through Romish chains and
Romish fires with; no other to go through the dark valley of tlHl
shadow of death with, and in its gloom to fear no evil or darkness; no other
passpol'G to pass through the cold chilling stream of Jordan with; and I
am sure I shall want no other passport to enter the gates of heaven
with thau these two words, "our Father." Well did Luther say "that
a man might preach all his lifetime from these two words; " and so he
truly may, if he feel the preciousness of them in his own heart. H':l
might go backward to the antiqllity of his pedigree; he might Dlark the
vast extent of his portion and inheritance; he might rejoice in the
numberless amount of his kindred who also belong to the same f>tmily;
he might joy in his Elder Brother; he might look to the gifts of paternal
love and the immutability of covenant favour, and claim all, and much
more, as his own, if he can but in faith and in the Spirit of Adoption say,
.< our Father."
Thirdly, we pass on to the distinction effected by this benediction:
" GracA be U'1to you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord
Jesus Ohrist." What will it do for you? It will separate you from the
world; it will distinguish you from those that know not God. rrhere can
be no harmony between them and God's children; or, if the-'e be for lA-
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time-if the man who is taught of God is permitted so to degenerate
as to mingle with the world and learn their works-be sure of this, that it
will bring poverty and leanness into his soul, and it is ten to one if it
does not soon so becloud his evidence as to make him doubt whether he
is a child of God or not. His peace will be interrupted, his usefulness
destroyed, his cheerful and happy confidence removed; he will have a
yoke and a chain about his neck, and will go like a weeping willow, hanging down, not like a palm tree, aspiring and ascending. He will go with
his plea and his cry unto God-who, thanks to His holy name, still keeps
alive in H::s people the spirit of prayer-but all his peace, all his joy, all
his ecstacy will be marred by his mingling with the ungodly. The
language of Scripture is, "Come out from among them, and be ye
separate, and touch not the unclean thing." And sure I am, if" grace" is
reigning, and" peace" is following in its train, and both are dominant in
the soul, the world and its toys and its vanities will be irksomeness
and misery; and no longer than necessity demands his being among them
will he remain in their presence and in their conversation.
But again, brethren, I warn you not to substitute emotions of the soul
for the faithfulness of God, as the ground of your experience or your confidence. I would not undervalue the evidences which God gives in His
own work of grace in the soul, but would rather rejoice in meeting with
any or every Christian who knows what conflict means, who knows the difference between darkness and light, winter and summer, night and day,
and who knows what it is to mourn after absent shinings, and to cling to
them with sacred delight when present; these are things very precious
in their proper place. But, if they are to put Christ aside in His eternity,
in His salvation, in His immutability, in His merit, in His continual
presence before the throne, and if they are to set up the creature to harp
upon for the time being, in this way the creature is substituted for
Christ; and, therefore, I beseech you that, while you thank and praise
Him for present enjoyment, you look for what the Apostle has said:
,. The life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of
God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me."
Again, where there is" grace" and "peace," there will be not only separation from the world, but there will be sanctification. By sanctification,
I mean the growing triumphS, the growing victories over old nature by
the new and heaven-born principle operating in the soul, which the Bible
calls" growth in grace." I mean that, as the new man gets stronger, is
supplied with fresh grace, and enjoys more peace, the old man will be
more and more brought into subjection to the divine will; so that, being
" strengthened with might by His Spirit in the inner man," the child of
God shall go on triumphantly, until, like the Israelites on the opposite
shore of the Red Sea, he shall sing the victory of the Lord, and see all
his enemies destroyed. This grace and its peace open, extend, and maintain the happiness of the believer's soul, and give him a lively confidence.
,. Why should the children of a King
Go mourning all their days? "
We want to see, therefore, in the cheerful countenances and daily
conversation of God's children something worthy of their high standard,
something worthy of their spiritual vocation, something worthy of their
high relationship and character, something that shall bespeak the privilege and Spirit of Adoption existing in the heart, something to follow out
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the claim, "our Father!" I am convinced happiness belongs not to the
worldling; it belongs only to the heaven-born family, is peculiar to the
people of God, and is found nowhere but in the enjoyment of Christ, in
the consciousness of covenant love, and in the sacred and delightful
evidences of personal interest in Christ and personal anticipation of
everlasting glory.
May the eternal Spirit, my beloved brethren, fasten upon your hearts
and consciences by His own power the sacred truths I have been speaking in your hearing; and give you to follow out the idea that these
blessings, this benediction of "grace and peace," constitute the sum and
substance of the Gospel of God, the whole" fulness of God" as revealed
[l'om on high; the opening and maintaining of all the happiness which is
worthy of the name, and that Christians desire for others and desire for
themselves.
One word to those who know nothing of the influence of grace
upon their hearts, to those who have never felt its all-conquering power.
I would be clear of your souls, clear of your blood. I tell you that tile
best and highest attainments that nature can make for you, i.e., that you
()an attain by your own strength, or others for you, will only heap up
fuel for your eternal burning, and serve to aggravate your eternal condemnation. It must be grace-free, rich, sovereign, immutable graceflowing from the bosom of God, anti only through the channel of atoning
blood, applied by the power of the Holy Ghost, which alone can save a
sinner. May the eternal God save you tT.U8, for His name's sake.

DO GOD'S CHILDREN TRUST HIM AS MUCH AS
BEHOVETH THEM TO DO?

IT

(Conctwied f"om page 574.)

A RATIIElt remarkable incident occurred in my church a short time ago.""
A stranger preached, and referring to this subject-the faithfulness of
God-he said to the congregation, "I should like all the Lord's people
vho are here to-night to bear testimony to His faithfulness. I ask you
who have found in your own cases that the Lord is faithful, to stand up,
anLl thus to bear witness personally to the fact." Immediately, in
response to the preacher's appeal, a large number-I should think aboL,t
{)lle-hal£-of the congregation arose, and stood for a moment or two as
individual witnesses.
I will not appeal to you exactly in this manner to-day, but I wish to
appeal to your hearts, and ....sk everyone here who knows the name of
tlle Lord, "Have you not found Him to be trustworthy? Have you not
found that these words are still literally true, that He 'has not forsakan
them that seek Him'?" I think-nay, I am fully persuaded-that everyone will answer in the affirmative. Such, then, " will" trust Him.
Obsel've, the Psalmist does not place this statement before us hypothetically. He does not say, "They that know i'hy name may put their trust
in Thee," as if it were a permission granted them, or a chance whether
they would do so or not; but he speaks of it as being an undoubted fact,
that, knowing the name of the Lord, the result will certainly be thac
they will trust Him. Such, indeed, is the fact: every child of God does
... At a special" Mission" service.
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trust his loving Father; he trusts Him more or lese. But there is a
question which I wish very earnestly to press upon your attention to-day,
namely, "Do God's children trust Him as much as it bellOveth them to do?"
Do they not often distrust Him, or speak or act as if they did so, and th'lt
when they have not the slightest cause for doing so? Do they sufficiently
remember that trust honours Him, but that distrust greatly dishonours
Him? What are your feelings as parents towards your children? Are
you not pleased when they confide in you? Are you not exceedingly displeased when they doubt you? and would not your feelings be intensified jf you knew that you had always been perfectly wise in your
treatment of those children, always loving, always kind? Oh, brethren,
are we not all verily guilty in this matter? Ought we not to trust Him
far more than we do? Ought we not to trust Him implicitly at all times
and under all circumstances; in sorrow as well as in joy, in darkness as
well as in light; trust Him with our sins, our cares, our wants, our
future? vVe have no difficulty in trusting SOille of our fellow-creaturesour physician, perhaps, or a dear relative or friend. Why, oh, why, then,
should we have any difficulty in trusting Him? Is He not worthy of our
entire trust? If we really trusted Him as we ought to do, we should live
without a lingering care, casting each care as it arises upon His sympathising breast; we should live without a burden of sin, taking each sin
as it so constantly appears to the Fountain, and leaving jt there; we
should live without a fear, ever obeying His reiterated command when
fear comes creeping over us, "Fear thou not, for I am with thee." But
you will perhaps say, "'rhis is impossible." Why should it be impossible? "All things are possible to him that believeth;" "I can do all
things through Ohrist which strengtheneth me." Or perhaps some will
say, "It will make no real difference in the end whether we trust S()
implicitly or not. 'If we believe not, yet He will abide faithful. ' We shall
be equally accepted in Him, the Beloved, and all will be well." True;
but it will make all the difference to your present peace and joy, and to
the manner in which you will honour or dishonour your Lord.
Practically, the matter comes to this: Are we to live as if the Wora
of God be true, or as if it were false? What says that Word? As to our
sins: "If \ye confess them, He is faithful and just to forgive them: "
«I have blotted out as a cloud thy sins, and as a thick cloud thy transgressions." As to our wants: "My God shall supply all your need; "
" Seek ye' first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these
things shall be added unto you." As to affliction: "This light affliction,
which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and an
eternal weight of glory." As to our hope of heaven: "Fear not, little
flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom'."
As to disappointments, vexations, mistakes, infirmities, and perhaps a
multitude of other untoward things: " All things-all things-shall work
together for good to them that love God, and are the' Cfi.lled according to
His purpose." It is not that everything is really of itself propitious or
fortunate; by no means. Some things are in themselves as disastrous and
unfortunate as they well can be; but, taken as a whole, by our Father'smarvellous power and perfect wisdom, they shall be overruled, and work
together for good. Just a~ you have seen, perhaps, a beautiful piece of
mosaic work, fit to grace the palace of a king. It was composed of stones
ofvariolls qualities, size, and colour-some black, some white, some purple.
and so on. Supposing that you had Been one of the black pieces before.
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it was cut and polished and fitted in its place, what would you have said
of it? Probably that it was ugly and worthless. So indeed of itself it
might be; but, prepared to take its destined place, it not only looks well
in itself, but it enhances and sets forth the beauty of the others. So it
will be with the things which we regret mOf~t here, and which seem to
us to be most unfortunate. We may have cause to rejoice over them in
eternity-yea, we undoubtedly shall have cause to do so, because other··
wise heaven would not be heaven, for there would Dot be fulness of joy
there. Yes," all things "-things pleasant or unpleasant, sad or joyful,
adverse or prosperous, evil or good-" shall work together for good to them
that love God." Ah, but you say, perhaps, "That is just the point. I
know that that is so with regard to those who love God, but I cannot be
at all sure that I am numbered amongst them, for I am not at all sure
that I do roally love Him. I wish that I did, but I should be afraid to
say that I do." Is this your case? Let me put the matter before yau
in another light. May you not be confounding great love with little 10v0 ?
/ltrong love with weak? Your love may be little and weak, yet still it
may be true love; and, if so, you are included in the promise. The
promise does not say, "All things shall work together for good to
them that love God greatly or fervently;" but, "All things shall work
together for good to them that love Him," that is, really love Him at all.
Do you not really love Him at all? Tell me-could you possibly say that
you do not? If the Saviour were to come aud meet you to-day, and in
gentle, loving tones, were to ask, "Do you love me?" could you reply,
" No; I do not"? Could you say, "Lord, I know that Thou hast loved
me; I know that Thou hast died for me; but I do not love Thee; I have
not oue spark of affection or gratitude to Thee" ? Could you say that? H
you have known the love of Christ at all, I cannot for a moment suppose
that you could do so. Then believe that the reverse is true; and, although
your love may be weak and small and poor, yet still acknowledge that
you love Him in some measure, and, hopefully looking forward to the
fulfilment, even in your case, of the promise-trust, lovingly trust.
Oh, that by the Spirit's mighty aid the Lord's people might be stirred
up to realize more fully the abundance of the trust which they may
repose in Him, their loving, gracious God-trust for daily life; trust
for its trivial circumstances, as well as for its more momentous; trust for
temporal things, trust for spiritual; trust for themselves, trust for others;
trust for the future, trust for eternity-yea, that they would" trust in the
Lord for ever," remembering that" in the Lord Jehovah there is everlasting strength. "

NOTES OF A SERMON.
(MATT. xxvii. 50-53.)

WE have here the completion of redemption, and its confirmation by
accompanying signs.
I. Its completion. The time appointed from eternity, called" the fulness
of time," had come. It was the time most suitable in fulfilment of the
great Passover. It was the time known to Christ as the very hour to die.
" Knowing that all things were now accomplished," with a loud voice Hecried; It is finished! " bowed submissively to His Father's will, and
freely surrendered His spirit into Bis hands. "It is finished." No need
(!

The GosjJel Magazille.

618

of Jewish, Romish, or Ritualistic offering for sin! " By one offering He
hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified."
II. Its confirmat~·on. What expressive accompanying signs!
1. The veil of the temple was rent from the top to the bottom. That
veil was a type of Christ. (i.) It was of embroidered work, of blue,
purple, and scarlet, representing the body of Christ as glorious and beautiful in holiness. (ii.) It was ornamented with cherubim, representing
Christ's angelic attendants who ministered unto Him, and who minister
also to His mystical body. (iii.) It was supported by costly pillars, overlaid with gold, to represent the support and strength of Christ under
suffering. Only through the veil could the high priest enter into the
holiest. It was rent from the top to the bottom at the time of Jewish
worship on the great day of atonement, and this circumstance may partly
account for a great company of priests being made obedient to the faith
(Acts vi. 7). The rending of the veil showed clearly the abolition of the
ceremonial law, for the true High Priest had come, completed His work,
and had passed through the veil of His flesh into the holiest, that is,
into heaven itself, and had opened the new and living way by which His
own people should follow.
2. The earthquake, while it may have been designed to represent
creation as groaning, and then trembling, because of having to bear up
its suffering Creator, may also especially be regarded as setting- forth an
illustration of the divine power, both to shake the kingdom of Satan to
pieces, and to shake and subdue the hearts of men, as in the case of
the Philippian jailer.
3. The rocks rent may have been intended to represent the divine
power in mighty visible operation, and to show that the very stones cried
out to condemn those whose hearts were harder than adamant.
4. The opened graves showed that Christ, by His death, would destroy
death, and deliver all His people from death and the grave.
5. The appearance of the risen saints to many in the holy city represented the glorious resurrection and final manifestation of all the sons of
God in the heavenly Jerusalem. May not the " two men" mentioned in
Acts i. 10, have been two of those saints who had come Wout of their
graves after Christ's resurrection" ?
Bristol.
R. CORNALL.

.
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GOSPEL WILLINGNESS.
" Thy people shall be willing in the day of Thy power."-PsALM ex. 3.
Willing to know my wicked heart,
WILLING, 0 gracious God, I am
To know, and love, and serve the And mighty love to heal its smart;
Willing to trust Thee day by day,
~Lamb'
And hang upon Thee all the way;
Wllling tC: feel His precious blood;
Willing to prove thatThou canstsmile
Willing to have my sins subdued;
On one so ignorant and vile;
Willing to hear what Jesus says;
Willing before Thy feet to fallWilling to trust His promises;
Willing to bear the cross and shame Nothing in self, and Jesus all;
Willing to see Thy lovely face,
{)onnected with His worthy name;
And willing to be saved by grace;
Willing to hate myself and sin,
And feel the power of grace within ; Willing to live, if in Thy fear;
Willing to die, if Thou art near;
Willin~ to leave the paths of death,
And feel Thy Spirit's quickening Willing to leave my house of clay,
And praise Thee in eternal day.
breath·
London. '
W.W.
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\VE have this month to record the removal from our midst of the above
servant of God and minister of Jesus Christ, "according to the faith of
God's elect, and the acknowledging of the truth which is after godliness;
in hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before
the world began." This holy man of God, and faithful minister of "the
Gospel of the grace of God," brought a long and faithful ministry of more
than half a century to a close, on the 19th of August, 1877. He had been
in failing health for some months, but finished his course in his Master's
service, being only one Lord's day out of his pulpit before he was called
ll]) higher, to enter into the joy of his Lord.
He was born at Lydd, in
Kent, March 12th, 1802, and died at the residence of his son, curate of
Christ Church, Ashford, on Sunday, August 19th, 1877, at the age of 75.
From early childhood he was manifestly a child of God, and was stigmatised as "a Methodist" while he was at King's School, Canterbury.
Both there and at Lincoln College, Oxford, of which he was a scholar, he
distinguished himself by his intellectual abilities, close application, and
good conduct. He was an excellent classic and historian, was mighty
in the Scriptures, and deeply read in sound theology. He was gifted
with an extraordinary memory, and his power of quotation, till the very
last, was marvellous.
No sooner had he taken his Gegree, than his convictions of the truth,
and his deep religious sentiments, made it difficult for him to obtain a
curacy, and afterwards, testimonials for orders. The Great Head of the
Church, who called him to the ministry, removed, however, all these, and
he was ordained by the godly Bishop Ryder to the curacy of the parish
church of Chesterfield, where he preached his first sermon, June 12th,
1825, from the text, Psa. xvii. 15; "As for me, I will behold Thy face in
righteousness: I shall be satisfied when I awake with Thy likeness."
Vi!ith Chesterfield he served the parish of Brampton, and subsequently
St. J ames's, Nottingham, where he became intimately acquainted with the
Hev. Mr. and Mrs. Selwyn, of Ruddington, and Lady Lucy Smith, all
decided for the truth of God. In July, 1827, he retU"rned to Cheiterfield
to assist the late Archdeacon Hill-for whom he continued to cherish
Christian brotherly love-of Dovercourt and Rumsey, near HarWich. In
1828, he was appointed by Dr. Ryder, Bishop of Lichfield, to the sole
charge of South Normanton, Derbyshire, which he held foJ.' ten
years. In 1838 he was appointed by the Lord Chancellor to the Rectory
of Shadoxhurst, to which the rectory of Orlestone was subseqnently
added. His first text at Shadoxhurst, June 24, 1838, was Acts xx. 28 :
" Take heed to yourselves, and to all the flock over which the Holy Ghost
hath made you overseers." His last text was John x. 10: "I am come
that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly."
8hacloxhurst is a small obscure parish, with a population of
217, in the weald of Kent, five miles from Ashford, and Orlestone
has a population of 400. In the former of these two parishes this
eminent man of God resided, and ministered to his charge for the space
of thirty-nine years. Happy people, to have bad this pastor after God's
own heart for so long a period of time! Surely there never was a more
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spiritually and heavenly-minded man, or a more faithful and decided
minister of the Gospel of the grace of God. He was very truly described
by one of his charge as "living in heaven, and coming down to earth to
take his meals." He was pre-eminently a man of prayer, and the Word
of God was his meat and drink, and became in conversation like his
mother tongue. He was a man of a gentle, loving spirit; and, though
bold for the truth and the honour of his God, he was cautiolJs never b
give any needless offelice. He was strongly opposed to Arminianism as
unscriptural, and the root and soul of Popery, which latter, whatever
insidious form it might assume, was to him abhorrent, and he justly
denounced it, with Cecil, as " Satan's masterpiece." On this groued he
was strongly opposed to" Hymns Ancient and Modern," as the thin end of
the wedge, the good hymns making the Popish ones the more dangerous.
He lived separate from the "World, and though, without contradiction, one
of the most learned men of his neighbomhood, and undoubtedly the most
spiritually-minded, he was scarcely ever heard in any other pulpit than
his own. He was no man-pleaser, but a true Micaiah, and did not" shun
to declare all the counsel of God, whether men would hear, or whether
they would forbear."
He preached fully the sovereignty of God in election and pre:1e,tination;
the total fall of man, and the particular and eternal redemption by Ohrist.
and the regeneration by the Holy Spirit of all the elect people of
God, and the final perseverance of the saints. Christ was, however, the
sum and substance of all his preaching, and was to him" All and in a11,"
both living and dying. He was well read in all the sound divines, but
Toplady and Hawker were his favourite companions. His time and
thoughts were so completely absorbed in reading the Holy Scriptures in
Hebrew, Greek, and Latin, as well as English; in meditation, prayer,
and in his ministerial duties, that all his worldly business devolved upon
his excellent wife, who was indeed to him a helpmeet and not a hindrance, both in temporals and spirituals. He had long been afl:licted with
asthma, which, increased by a cold, was the immediate cause of his
death. To one who breathed the very atmosphere of heaven, an,l for
whom" to live was Christ, and to die was gain," his summons could neither
come unexpectedly or undesired; and, when it did come, so entirely was it
robbed of its sting that he did not see death, nor did he taste it. Hi~
whole time was occupied in hearing and reading the Word of Gon, in
prayer, praise, and thanksgiving. H8 was on his way to Tunbridf-iO"
Wells, at his son's house at Ashford, where he was constantly attended
by his devoted wife and family, as well as by his most affectionately
attached friend, the Rev. Edward Wilkinson, Rector of Snargate, betlvecl1
whom and himself there was the closer bond of brotherly union. Hislast words were to the Rev. Dr. N ewman, who visited him shortly bef':Jr&
his departure, "I must talk of Jesus."
His sincerely attached friends, the Revs. Edwltrd Wilkinson and H. D.
Sewell, committed his body to the earth, in sure and certain hope of the
resurrection to eternal life ; and the former preached his funeral sermon
to an overflowing congregation at Shadoxhurst, August 26th, 1877. This
sermon, with additional memorials, will ere long be published.
This E'minent saint of God died as he had lived, full of faith, hope,
and charity, in the full assurance of salvation. He" walked with God,
and he was not, for God took him," and his memory is blessed.
" Let
me die the death of the righteous, and let my last end be like his! "

The Gospel 111aga:;illC.

'/

621

CALLED HOME!
AMONG the morning's batch of letters we found a 'Tlourning- card, which
runs thus; "In dear and loving memory of KATHARINE JULIA KNAPP,
who fell asleep in Jesus on Friday, Oct. 12th, 1877, aged 20 years and 8
months. 'My Beloved has gone down into His garden to g-ather lilies.' "
The following is the reply to a line of sympathy addressed to the
bereaved parents;My DEAR FRIEND,-Thank you very much for all your kind and loving
words of sympathy. My blow has been very heavy, and I am· very, very sad.
My dear, my precious Katie was very dear to me, the sunlight of my home,
my own right haud in church and parish work. By one stt'oke she has been
removed from me, and left a feu.rful wound in my heart. On Thursday she
play",d the organ, as was bel' wont, at the evening service, and practised the
choir. On the following day, at the same hour, she had passed right on to
glory to engage in a nobler, grander service.
My darling died a noble death, for she died in the midst of duty, a~ I myself
would wish to die; painless 'and without effort her beautiful spirit passed
away. We laid her to rest yesterday in the silent grave. The teachers and
the Sunday-school children, who loved her so dearly, crowded around the last
resting-place, and while the coffin, almost smothered in white camellias and
wreaths, which gentle, loving hands had prepared, was being lowered, the
sobs and weeping of those present made the very place a " Bochim."
Blessed, indeed, is she, for she died in the Lord. Though young she" rests
from her labours, and her works will follow her." I pray earnestly to the God
of all consolation to give me grace and strength to feel, as well as to say,
"Thy will be done." I want to feel that He who wields the rod is love. I
rest upon the blessed assurance that what I know not now I shall know
hereafter, when all mysteries shall be explained, all problems solved, and
when in His light I shall see light. In the meanwhile, I pray that this disllensation may be sanctified to us, drawing us nearer and closer to our blessed
Lord.
Thanking you once again for your kind sympathy in this the profound
hour of our anguish, and with kindest regards to Mrs. Doudney, believe me
to remain, ever most affectionately yours,
Portsea, Oct. 17th, 1877.
JOHN KNAPP.

LThe foregoing most touching letter came to hand by the post which
brought the proof of our first article for the present month. Wherein
could there be a more practical comment upon what would be the effect
upon our poor finite minds, could we foresee all that was about to happen?
Let the reader place himself in our dear friend (Mr. KNAPP'S) position.
Supposing he had known when taking the service at St. John's on that
painfully-memorable Thursday evening, that his loved one-then actually
taking her part (and that such an active and prominent one) in that
identical service-would, ere that very hour the next evening had come,
have" finished her course," aud withdrawn for ever from all earthly
services-that creature-ties, as far as she herself was concerned, would
be snapped, and her spirit have returned to God who gave it-ah, what
indeed would have been that father's feelings? what his bitter grief?
what his agonizing emotion? Surely, humanly speaking, his spirit
would have been overwhelmed, his heart crushed, his whole frame
paralyzed. He would have concluded-and that most naturally-it was
a trial he could not bear-a draught he could not drink-an urdeal he
could not pass through.
But ah! see the difference, mark the contrast of the" b&fore " and the
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"afterward" (see Heb. xii. 11). He has been supported, he has been sustained; and now there remains for him all the blessedneRs and the
satisfaction and the joy arising from the experimental diving into
and personal realization of all that that sweet Scripture embraces:
"Now, no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous;
nevertheless, afterward [oh, that wondrous 'afterward! '] it yield13th
the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised
thereby."
Yes, our friend and brother will day by day realize yet more and more
" the peaceable fruit of righteousness." The longer he lives-the deeper
insight with which he is indulged into the Lord's gracious, but, at the same
time, mysterious leadings and dealings-the more unreservedly will he
bow to Jehovah's wise and wondrous ways. Yea, the more will his faith
be strengthened by virtue of that most cheering word, "What I do thou
knowest not now, but thou shalt know hereafter." Oh. it is so sweet to
rest upon that word; so blessed when the Holy Ghost enables us just
to cling to His own covenant promise-His own.most blessed pledge. Just
to trust Him-to wait for the fulfilment-to expect Him to do as He has
declared He will do.
Now, this will be our brother's privileged position, we feel assured.
Meanwhile, be it his mercy to be indulged as was Aaron, under, in the
more impOJtant aspect of the case, much more distressing circumstances
than even our friend's. H£s sons were cut off in righteous indignation
because they" offered strange fire before the Lord, which He commanded
them not." We read, however, of Aaron, notwithstanding this terrible
judgment, that he "held his peace." Marvellous gTace this! Again,
may the Lord possess our bereaved brother with that special grace by
which he may be enabled to exclaim, as J oh d.id, under his bitter heartrending sorrows, supplemented as they afterwards were by intense bodily
suffering, "The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be
the name of the Lord."
And now let us glance for a moment at the departed-the now glorified
-one! First, what she has escaped,. secondly, upon what she has
entered. Escaped! The sorrows, the snares, the sufferings, the sins of
this present evil world! Oh, the rescue, especially in such days as these!
Upon what she has entered! What she realizes! No longer a pilgrim
and a stranger here-not a sojournerin a vale of tears-no more engaged
in the deadly conflict against the world, the flesh, and. the devil, but in
the immediate presence of the King! sees Him in His beauty, beholds
Hir!l in His loveliness! hears His voice! is entranced with His more than
angelic smile! is absorbed in adoring wonder as she contemplates His
glory! Oh, what she sees! hears! knows! realizes in all that supernatural grandeur, beauty, excellence! How well may the Apostle
exclaim, "Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into
the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that
love Him." This applies even to the state of things on pilgrimage; how
much more so to the glory that is to be revealed!
And then what a short and what a marvellous transition! No long
and wasting sickness; no wearisome days and s\lemingly interminable
nights; scarcely ought of what has well been called all tb.e paraphernalia
Ot death; but a simple, sudden call to the dear child to "come home!"
"Yonr Father wants you here!" "Jesus has' prepared' your mansion.
It is all ready, and in waiting for you to come and occupy. We want you

The Gospel M agazille.

623

in your place up here. You have done with down there!" And then
the celestial convoy bear her to the skies; for " are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister to them who shall be heirs of salvation? "
"One gentle sigh her fetters broke;
We scarce could say, ' She's gone! '
Before het· ransomed spirit took
Its mansion near the throne! "
"Happy songsters!
When shall we your chorus join F "
Oh, how mean-how paltry-how more than contemptible does everything of this poor world, as to its pursuits and its possessions appear,
when set in contrast with these eternal realities! What an iufatuationwhat a delusion-what a specious captivity is that which binds men to
earth and earthly things! How extreme the folly-how senseless the
vainly-imagined sense-of those who are seeking to make a rest-a
home-a perpetually abiding-place here, where, as we see in the case of
the dear young disciple to whom our attention has been called, the
messengers may be winging their way with the tidings, " Set thine house
in order, for thou shalt die and not live.
God is our Witness that, the longer we live, and the more we consider
men and things, the more are we struck with the deep, deep solemnity of
the admonitiou, the caution, the remonstrance of Him who spake as
never man spake, in regard to the parable of the rich man, whose
devices and purp08es and plans were cut short as in a moment by the
tremendous announcement: "Thou fool! [a fool withal, notwithstanding all his boasted wisdom and foresight-his planning and scheming;
yes, a FOOL, in spite of all] this night thy soul shall be required of thee:
then whose shall those things be which thou hast provided? "-ED.]

JOY OF FAITH.
How happy are we,
Our election we see,
And can venture our souls on God's gracious decree!
In Jesus approved,
From eternity loved,
And held in His hand, whence we cannot be moved.
Our seeking Thy face
Was the fruit of Thy grace;
Thy goodness deserves and shall have all the praise:
No sinner can be
Beforehand with Thee;
Thy grace is preventing, almighty, and free.
Effectually drawn,
We come to 'fhy Son;
And Thou'lt perfect the work, for the work was Thine own;
Thy breath from above
The spark shall improve;
No floods can extinguish our dawning of love.
IRONS.
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THE following are extracts from a little work just issued, price 3d.,
entitled, "The Confessional: its Treachery and Tyranny." 'l'he substance
of addresses to his parishioners. By the Rev. D. A. DOUDNEY, D.D.,
Vicar of St. Luke's, Bedminster:" 'THE PRIEST IN AnsoLuTION.'-Having seen the book, and having
glanced likewise at the work for which Mr. Bradlaugh and Mrs. Besant
have lately been tried and condemned to a fine of two hundred pounds,
and imprisonment for six months, I do Dot hesitate to say that the
former book is far worse than the latter; and I repeat what I have
already stated in print, that, if Mr. Bradlaugh and Mrs. Besant deserved
1'rnpr£somnent, the authors and the adoptel's of 'the Priest in Absolution'
deserve transportat£on. Since my letllw was published in the Rocl;, in
which this opinion is expressed, I have had the testimony of one well up
in what is called the Romish Controversy, and who, having examined the
book of which I speak, declares it to be even far worse than the notorious
Dens.
"Now, that such a work should be tolerated, or that the clergymen
connected with certain secret societies should be admitted to our English
homes and allowed to catechize at will English-not to say Protestantmothers and daughters, is to me surprising. I can only ascribe it to the
fawning, plausible, Jesuitical tone which has heen exercised, and which,
little by little, has drawn their poor deluded votaries into meshes from
which they feel it difficult to extricate themselves. Moreover, I am convinced that, wherever the practice of the confessional has been indulged,
and the first ordeal has been got over, in l'egard to the questions put and
the answers given, there is a species of infatuation about it which leads
its hapless victims to seek a repetItion. The disclosing of a secret that
has been long pent up in the mind is a relief. Of this there is no question;
and it isupon this very principle so many are fatally deceived. Because
certain disclosures are made to men professing to have divine authority
to hear such disclosures, and, in God's name, pronounce absolutionbecause the whole is done under the mask and g'arb of religion-such
deceived ones, in tum, become the subjects of satisfaction. and indulge
in the vain and altogether futile idea that they have really received God's
fot"giveness at man's hand. Now, as I have shown in one of my previous
addresses, this assumed authority to forgiveness upon the part of a
minister is an abuse; it arises from a perversion of Scripture. I have
known men-inexperienced young men-to declare that there was no
forgiveness of sins from God, unless they had first been confessed to '1 socalled priest. A greater falsehood was never uttered, If tbis be true,
what has become of thousands upon thousands in far-off lands, o~' who
perhaps fell a prey to fever or accident, and who were so situated as to
have none but the Lord Himself to whom to appeal, in their time of
affliction and death? Blessed be God, He-and He only-can in a
moment awaken the heart-cry, 'God, be merciful to me, a sinner!' and
where He puts that cry He heeds it, irrespective and utterly independent
of poor puny man .
•. But, since the excitement that has followed the reference made to
the' Priest in Absolution,' both in the House of Lords and Commons,
it has been pleaded on the part of its advocates that no harm has come
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of it. How can tlley tell? What insight have tlley into the workings of
the human heart, not to say what thonghts have been suggested-what
feelings enkindled-what sensations aroused-by the contaminating
questions directed by that book to be asked in the confessional, at the
mouth of a poor fallen, fallible man?
" I will state, fearless of contradiction, that this pamphlet, entitled,
, What doe8 tile Bible 8ay about Confe88ion?' in addition to its attempt to
revive J udaism, quotes authors in a garbled and most unfair manner, doing
with them as it does with the Scriptures themselves, namely, taking a
part here and a part there, out of their fair and proper connection; and,
thus perverting the meaning or real object and intention of the writer,
seeks dishonestly to make it answer other ends and purposes. This
therefore, is thorough Je8uiti8'm, which characterizes the whole system of
Rituali8m.

"No stronger proof of this can be given than the fact of the number
that have gone over and are still going over to Rome. This more open
avowal of their long secretly-cherished belief and sympathies were more
to be commended than continuing to play the hypocritical part of professedly belonging to one Church, whilst in reality they were attached to,
and in league with, another.
"After the disgraceful book, 'The Priest in Absolution,' has 80
loudly and so justly excited the ire of the public press, and has been
denounced on every hand in the very strongest terms, I maintain, as I
have already stated in print, that the husband or the father who admits
one of these Ritualistic priests-one of these subtle men-to his house
and his home, is thereby compromising his wife or his daughter. As
the public are no longer left in doubt as to what passes between the confessor and the confessing one, to say the least, the husband or the father
who permits (not to say, sanctions) such a state of things, by so doing
most certainly renders his wife or his daughter an object of suspicion.
-VVith all the warnings and cautions he has had, if he perseveres in countenancing these wolves in sheep's clothing, he will have himself, and
himself only, to blame for whatever consequences may follow.
"I have already stated that, when Ritualists appeal to Holy Scripture,
they commonly pervert its true meaning, and merely refer to it, in order
to serve their own ends. Now, here is an example of this perversion.
In a little work entitled, 'Pardon through Precious Blood; or, The Benefit
of Absolution, and How to Obtain it' (edited by a committee of clergy),
we meet with this comment upon the tenth verse of the second chapter
of the Second Epistle to the Corinthians: 'To whom ye forgive anything, I forgive also; for if I forgave anything, to whom I forgave it,
for your sakes forgave I it in the person of Christ.' 'Can anything be
stronger? ' says the book. ' In the person-that is, in the character of
Uhrist, as His representative, having authority from Him for the purpose.'
" Now, this we declare to be a gross perversion of Scripture. The
margin of our Bibles explains the meaning: 'In the sight of Christ.'
That is, as one of our greatest scholars renders it, 'before His eyes, so
that Christ is Witness to my forgiveness.'
" Commenting upon the case to which the Apostle refers, that of the
man who had been guilty of incest, says Matthew Henry: 'He tells
them that the punishment which had been inflicted upon this offender
was sufficient. The desired effect was obtained, for the man was
humbled, and they had shown the proof of their obedience to his direcyy
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tions. He therefore directs them, with all speed, to restore the excommunicated person, 01' to receive him again to their communion. He
beseeches them to forgive him-that is, to I'elease him from Church
censures, for they could not remit the guilt or offence against God.' By
no means, for' Who can forgive sins but God alone? ' (Mark ii. 7; Luke
v. 21.)"
WORDS OF CHEER.
BROTBJlRS AND SISTERS IN THE COVENANT HEAD,-Once again
I take up my pen, desiring, if it be the will of God, to write a few words
which may be blessed by His Spirit to the hearts of some of the bloodbought family. How much reason have we for rejoicing if we have a
good hope that our names are written in the Lamb's book of life! We
may be poor and despised now, but what does our Saviour say, "What
is a man profited if he shall gain the whole world and lose his own soul?
or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?" And would we give
up our hope of glory for anything the world calls great or good? No,
we would not. Better, far better, to travel on the narrow path that leadeth
to eternal life, even though this way must be "through much tribulation," than have the woddling's easy road, the end of which is deathnot annihilation, but never-ending torment.
Why should we think it strange that trials and sorrows encompass our
souls·? Jesus said, "In the world ye shall have tribulation; in me ye
have peace;" and do we not find peace in Him, even when the outward
storms are rag-ing? Is He not " our shelter from the stormy blast," and
shall we not find in Him our" eternal home" when this short earthly
life has passed away? Yes, if His Word be true. No poor sinner ever
fled to Him in vain. For every trembling aLe, everyone that is looking to
Christ alone for pardon and justification, there is prepared a place in the
heavenly mansion. Oh, poor seeker, is not this good news for you? You
think you never can be saved. You know that God has a people chosen
for heaven-a special people for whom alone Christ died-and you are
afraid that you are not among the number; you dare not hope that Jesus
shed His blood for you. But, dear seeking one, YOc1 are among the
chosen people; your name was written in the book of life before the
foundation of the world. You want Jesus for your own Saviour from
death and hell, and this is not a natural want.
Man, by nature, sees no need of a Saviour, neither cares he to know
whethe! ~e is one of ~he elect. But you, poor seeker, would give the
world, If It were yours, If you could but know that Jesus shed His blood
for you. You often wish that you had never been born, 01' that you had
been created a dumb brute without a soul, so that death would end your
existence, so fearful are you of coming judgment. Poor trembling
seeker, your soul shall not remain in darkness for ever. By-and-bye the
Day-star will rise higher, and the bright beams will dispel the thick
vapours which now hide Him from your sight. As yet the lioohtwithin
is .faint, but"it sbal~ grow brighter, till your eyes behold "th~ King iu
HIS beauty as dymg on Calvary's cross for you; and, when by faith you
see in the fair Lamb of God your sacrifice and righteousness, yours will
be the joy and His the glory.
That the Shepherd of Israel may bless these feeble words to some of
Ilis sin-sick sheep, is the prayer of
ISA.
DEAR
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
[SUBJOINED is another of our dear friend and fellow-Iabourer's communications-the beloved CIIARLES BRIDER. We are always glad to seo
his handwriting, for we expect to find some lJrecious, heart-warming testimony, setting forth the gorace, the love, the power of our covenant God
and Father in Christ. Nor (adored be His great and holy name 1) are we
ever disappointed. We always find some fresh proof and further
evidence of His wonderful doings for and on the behalf of His hidden
ones; aye, hidden where poor puny, short·sighted man would not have
the least expectation of finding them, but, nevertheless, reserved, even
in the days of their unregeneracy, and amid all their many dangers and
" deaths oft," to be living witnesses of the tender cf.)mpassion, boundless
love, and omnipotent power of Him whose rule, dominion, and authOl'ity
are from sea to sea; that almighty and all-glorious One who directs the
stars in their courses, but who, at the same time, takes a condescending
interest even in the movements of a tiny sparrow. How near to Him and
how dear to Him, then, the purchased ones through and by redeeming
blood 1 Watched over, kept even as the apple of His eye, when in
nature's darkness and the most abject heathenism; but, at the set time
to favour Zion, destined to be arrested by the omnipotent arm of God
the Holy Ghost !-ED.J
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine
My DEAR FRIEND,-Having from the commencement very kindly
identified your pages with the origin and progress of this Mission, I send
your readers some further evidence as to the reality and usefulness of
this work amongst our soldiers and seamen. We trust the fourth annual
report (now in the press) will have i'eached subscribers and donors by
the time they receive their November Magazine. The report is made up
to the 24th I':leptember, 1S77, from which it will be seen that the receipts
for the past twelve months have been £166 14s. 7td., and the expenses
for the same period, £164 ] 2s. lId., thus leaving in hand a balaace of
£2 Is. std. For this steady yearly increase in the Society's funds we
desire to thank God and to take courage, and may He grant us still to
increase in this good work, if it be His will.
During the past year, eighty large boxes of sound reading were circulated in various parts of India, Ohina, Cape of Good Hope, Australia,
Gibraltar, Malta, fleet at Besika Bay, Channel and North American
squadrons, West Indies, and at several of the home stations. These
boxes were filled from hundreds of parcels, &c., containing magazines,
memoirs, bound volumes, sermons, tracts, &c., received from friends
throughout England. Besides the foregoing effort, the Mission was
enabled to purchase the following magazines for monthly circulation,
and also have printed 2,000 copies of the" Autobiography of a Waterloo
Soldier," kindly presented by the Rev. J. S. Serjeant, Vicar of Twycross,
Leicestershire :-GOSPEL MAGAZINE, 1,344 copies; Old Jonatllan, 2,400 ;
Sower and Gleaner, 2,400; back numbers of ditto, 2,000; Wayside Words,
~,400; Remembmncer, GOO; Protestant Beacon, 600; other magazines,
450-total, 12,194 copies. 'fo this must be added ] 0,000 copies of the
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Sower and Gleaner, 5,741 copies of Gileail, and 1,650 of the Sinner's Welcome, kindly given by Mr. S. Sears and the Rev. F. Harper.
In the summer it was our great privilege to address meetings at
Devizes, Stapenhill, Twycross, Leicester, and Oakham, by which means
about £25 were added to the funds of the Mission. At these gatherings
we not only had the opportunity of showing the progress of the work,
but of telling our own tale of army and navy life, before and after God
had found us by His grace, and brought us to a knowledge and love of
Himself. It greatly cheers our heart to know, by letters to hand from
friends present, and kind invitations to repeat the visits another year,
that a blessing from the Lord followed these services. We must add
that we undertook these journeyings with much fear and trembling, not on
account of the cause we represented, but from a felt sense of our own
nothingness before the Lord. However, He in whose name we went did
great things for us in giving us hearty gatherings; and, through our
feeble utterances, the bowels of His saints were refreshed, and much
interest awakened in the work of the Mission.
Since the year 1873, when this work first began, we have been in
almost daily correspondence with a large number of Christian friends,
whose hearts have been in sympathy with our own on behalf of seamen
and soldiers. Some of these saints of God are gone home to glory, but
many still remain on earth, and continue to be our warm supporters in
this interesting work.
In thanking our numerous friends for so much help and assistance, we
would ask them to unite with us in thanksgiving to God, whose tender
hand has marked out such a large sphere of usefulness for us, and for His
manifest blessing upon our feeble labours up to the present time.
While we are writing these lines, our ears tingle at the startling and
unusual miseries of men and women and children from well-nigh every
part of the habitable globe. What next may happen none of us can tell;
but, as the end of the present age approaches, we way expect to hear of
calamities far beyond anything in the experience of mankind since the
deluge. 'rVe do know this, that blessed are those servants who are kept
looking unto Jesus, unspotted from the world, earnestly contending for
the faith and sowing Gospel truth beside all waters. It is an unspeakable
privilege to do this, and to know that from the beginning of time God's
one great object has been the exaltation of His own anointed One, and
the salvation of those._who were given to Him in the councils of eternity;
and that, amidst the tramp of armies, the crumbling of nations, and the
final overthrow of powers that be and things that are, devils shall have
to acknowledge that God's truth is holy and just and true; that every
knee shall bow before Him; that a multitude whom no man can number
shall sing the song of the Lamb; and then shall be seen the mighty host
of victors, standing on the side of glory, with the harps of God in their
hand!!.
-

" Of all His own He loseth none,
They shall be gathered one by one;

I His
He garnereth the smallest grain,
travail shall not be in vain."

The following extracts are from numerous testimonies received within
the last few months. The first letter is from a friend who daily moves up
and down in a large garrison of seven tlwlIsana men. The name and
address are withheld for obvious reasons:My

DEAR BROTHER IN CHRIST,-!

cannot tell you how thankful I am for

"I
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the monthly box of books and periodicals received during the last twelve
months for distribution in this large and important garrison. The amount
of good done in scattering so much Gospel truth among our soldiers will
never be known until the great day when all things will be revealed. This I
do know, that they are received thankfully by the men, and I believe in
moat cases read attentively. The GOSPEL MAGAZiNE is doing a good work
in building up God's dear children in their most holy faith. They are most
anxious to obtain it; and, when they have got good themselves from its pages,
they send it home to their friends, hoping that it will do them good also; and
you remember the poor dying woman in the hospital, what a comfort it was
to her.
The Remembrance1' and the Sower are much valued by the Lord's spiritually
enlightened ones, on account of the wholesome Gospel truths they contain. What shall I say of the Little Gleaner,P I wish you could see the
children run after me as I pass through the barracks. and hear them say,
"Please, Mr. - - , will you give me a little book?" I am sure that you, and
those who help you in this great work, would be quite satisfied that your
labour was not in vain in the Lord.
Old Jonathan is a favourite with everybody. He finds his way on all
the reading-room tables throughout the garrison. The pictures are most
striking, and the paper and type being good, and the reading is most interesting and instructive, calculated to impress and to produce good results under
God's blessing. The schoolmasters, schoolmistresses, and teachers are vel'y
fond of this work, and I am frequently stopped by persons asking me, "Have
you got an Old Jonathan ?"
Wayside Words, as its name implies, is distributed largely by the wayside
as I pass from guard-room to guard-room. The men sitting outside receive
this useful periodical very gladly, and the prisoners inside are most anxious
to obtain anything to read during their confinement. One interesting case
I must tell you-Private - - , of the - - , a prisoner waiting to be tried by
court·martial for striking a sergeant when in a state of drunkenness. He
was, when I first met with him, a most sullen, grumbling, dissatisfied man,
cursing the service and all belonging to it. I talked to him very lovingly
but firmly about his sins, and left him a good supply of wholesome reading.
The Lord was pleased to bless the means to his conversion. He was tried
and sentenced to twelve months' imprisonment; and, whilst in prison, his
conduct was such that he met with great favour from the keepers, and three
months of his imprisonment were remitted. He is now out of prison doing
duty. I only saw him last evening, and the poor fellow was ready to eat me
with gratitude. To God be all the praise for this very encouraging case of
His great love.
The bound volumes you have sent, of them I have added to my lending
library, others have been given to young Ohristians to help them on their
WeLy, and now I am making up pal'cels of books and papers for men to take
on board ship.
Praying God to bless you more and more in your work of faith and labour
of love, I remain, your loving brother in Jesus,
-From a friend at Malta, who also kindly undertakes the distribution
of a monthly box of books in that large garrison of soldiers and seamen:DEAR MR. BRIDER,-The case of books arrived quite safe, and have all
been pretty well circulated by this time. I sent the greatest part up to the
fleet at Besika Bay, where they are very acceptable. I heard to-day of one
poor woman here, that had one given her on Sunday last, being brought, as
she stated, through reading it to a deep sense of her sins, and she invited a
Ohristian soldier of my acquaintance to go to her house to pray with her this
afternoon. What a change! To God be all the praise! May the Lord
abundantly bless your labonrs.-Yours,
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The same correspondent writes in a subsequent letter as follows ; My DEAR MR. BRIDER,-When the case of books arrived on Saturday, I
immediately made up a parcel for each ship, reserving some for the garrison.
Our hospitals are now quite full of men from the new regiments. I am pro.
hibited from g'oing in myself, but I know many of the under officials in the
hospital, who come to me for the parcels, and gladly distribute the books
amongst the patients, who are only too glad to get them to read. I have
also a married man who takes books for distribution amongst the women and
children, who also receive them most thankfully.
I cannot close this without telling you of a little incident tbat occUl'red
last Saturday, when I went on board of the flag-ship with the parcels for the
fleet. The officer, on looking over the addresses, saw that I had omitted to
make up a parcel for the men of his own vessel, whereupon he expressed his
disappointment, and said that he took great delight in circulating the little
books himself amongst the men on the lower deck, who always received them
so thankfully, and read them so frequently in their spare time.
I remain, yours, '
The subjoined letter also comes from a helper in foreign parts, and,
contains precious cordials for Ohristian mothers having sons in the army
or navy;My DEAR MR. BRIDER,-Your cheering letter and box of books are safe
to band, for which I thank you very much. The books are well received by
the troops stationed here, including the patients in the hospital and the
women in the various regiments. One young sailor, who took a parcel for
his shipmates, has met with a little persecution, but he does not seem to mind
it, I am thankful to say. I find it very difficult to write with the. glass at
over 100° in the shade, but I will try and give you a brief account of my
early days at sea.
",VeIl, I left home and joined the navy in 1841, being at that time sixteen
years of age. I left England shortly after in the brig "Waep" for
the West lndies, where we remained about eighteen months, after which
we proceeded to the West Coast of Africa to assist in putting down
the slave trade. I must now tell you wbat my thoughts were respecting
what constituted a British sailor, namely, to drink grog, smoke, and chew
tobacco; sing songs, dance, and swear. These vices I was able to enter into
pretty freely, but the latter somehow I could never get on with very well, for
I had been brought up by a dear Christian mother, and, whenever I attempteil
to swear, her words of warning seemed to run through me, and I used to feel
unhappy for a long time afterwards. On board of the" Wasp" there was a
boy, by name W. K--, who seemed quite an adept at all these vices.
and he soon became a great favourite with some of the men and boys of the
ship, and myself among the number. This led me to imitate him in every
way I could, but still I was unhappy whenever I thought of my dear mother.
At length I was rated a man on the ship's books, and now felt that, if I
intended to be considered a thorough seaman, I onght to swear, &c.; still
something like a " still, small voice" seemed to rebuke me.
In 1845, an event happened wbich made a great impression on my mind.
We were at drill one evening, when I fell overboard, the sbip at the time
going a good speed. I was twenty-three minutes in the water by the com·
manding officer's time before the boat reached me, surrounded by sharks
Before the boat picked me up, I had given up all hopes of being saved; and,
resigning myself to my fate, thinking only of my dear mother at tbe time,
when suddenly I had brought before me that Saviour whom she had so
often spoken to me about, and whom she so dearly loved herself. My senses
now seemed to have left mc, as I can only just remember heing grasped at by
tbe boat's crew, and remember nothing more till I was safe on board my ship;
when I became conscious of the doctor ponring brandy down my throat.
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J usi; ..bout the time that God was thus plucking me from a watery grave
abroad, (as I subsequently learnt in a letter from my father), my deal' mother
ill England silently left this world of care for the land oj the no ?no're s'ighinrl
above. After that solemn deliverance, I never remember to have had the desire
to return to my sinful ways; but for several years I was left under a dark
cloud, and could not realize in my own soul that through Jesus I was saved,
but thought I must do something myself to entitle me to a clai~ in His
finished work. However, the set time for another deliverance came, and now,
after many years of tender love from the Lord, I find myself a daily pensioner
upon His goouness and mercy. Out of o,ne hundred and thirty hands that
left England in the" Wasp," only twenty-nine came home in hel·, and I have
often to ask myself the question, Why was lone of them? Ah, why indeed,
dear brother? Well, j1"ee gmce alone can answer that question.
,
And now, with my humble prayers that God may abundantly bless your
labours, believe me, yours very affectionately,

It will be doubly interesting to know that the boy, W. K--, was
afterwards called by divine grace, and subsequently became a minister
of the Gospel in England. The following letter, written by himself to the
writer of the furegoingletter, will speak for itself:-

\

My DEAR FRIEND AND BROTHER IN THE LORD,-I was indeed glad to heal'
from an old shipmate, and more especially when I read that, by precious faith,
you had been permitted to drop your anchor within the.veil, whither Jesus, our
Forerunner, hath entered on our behalf. The moment I read your letter, and
saw the name attached, my heart seemed to bound withjoy, and I was forced,
like one of old, to exclaim, " What hath God wrought in brmging us both to
a saving knowledge of Himself!" I at once recognised your every feature-CJuld see you in the fore.top-the gun and the mess you belonged to, and
everything connected with you-and 1 should indeed be happy, if convenient
to you, for you to come and sperid a few days with us at Ohristmas. Perhaps
you do not remember me quite so well as I do you, but your memory will be
refreshed if I tell you that I was little Dan B --'s chum, and that, when he
got his two dozen lashes after leaving St. Helena, I was had up before the
skipper at the same time, received a reprimand, and everybody thought I was
let off; but 10 ! after we had left Ascension, on the passage home, I was called
down from the mast-head, tied up to the gun there and then, and got my
forty-eight lashes. You will remember S. H--, who was shot in the
breast. However, both you and I are living witnesses of the truth. Who would
have thought, to have seen us then, that we were two of the Lord's hidden ones,
being preserved in Ohrist Jesus till the set time should come to call us by
His almighty grace? May we not say" Since we have known His love,
What mercies has lIe made us prove" ?

May the Lord enable us both to steer a steady course, keeping her closehauled, as we are sure to have a head-wind all the way. God bless you and
yams, my dear brother; prosper you in body and in soul, make you very prosperous, peaceful, and happy, is the sincere prayer of your unworthy brother in
the grace of Ohrist Jesus,
W. K--.
We have now to ask our friends kindly to revietual the stores of the
Mission for another year. Oast-ofI' reading of a pure Gospel tone and of
healthy information can be sent to either of the auxiliary helpers, or the
manager's address, Devizes Road, Salisbury, who will thankfully acknowledge the smallest donation by numbered official receipt.
That the Lord may continue to own and abundantly bless this humble
work begun and carried on in His name, is the prayer of, my dear friend,
yours affectionately in the L0rd,
CffARLES BRIDER.
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" THE OONFESSIONAL: ITS, TREAOHERY AND TYRANNY."
[WE have received the annexed letter from our beloved friend and fellowlabourer (the Rev. W. SAUNDERS), upon the above little work. We are
thankful for his testimony, and shall gladly avail ourselves of his offer
with a view of circulating the work where, alas! Ritualism, in its most
advanced form, is fearfully dominant.-ED.l
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
My DEAR BROTHER,-I have read "The Oonfessional: its Treachery
and Tyranny," with deep and painful interest. You have again used
your pen to good purpose in its production. Such a mass of instruction
on the abominable and filthy confessional, compressed into so brief a
space, ought to be scattered broadcast throughout the length and breadth
of the land. What can be done to accomplish this? My exchequer is
low at present; still, I will gladly give a guinea, if need be, with the
view of its being sent into eve!y house in the immediate neighbourhood
in which you and I live.-Believe me, ever yours affectionately,
Bristol, Oct. 2?-, 1877.
WM. SAUNDERS.

The Oonfessional: its Treachery and Tyranny. The substance of addresses
to his parishioners. By DAvID A. DOUDNEY, D.D., Vicar of St. Luke's,
Bedminster. London: W. Mack, 4, Paternoster Square, and 38, Park
Street, Bristol.
THE above is published in a portabl9 form, for enclosing in letters or
general distribution. The subject is one of the greatest importance at
the present juncture. We should exceedingly regret the agitation being
allowed to subside which was caused by the noble stand made in the
House of Lords by the Earls Redesdnle and Harrowby, in regard to that
vile production, "The Priest in Absolution." That the excitement
should subsidfl, and that we should, as a Church, fall back into the condition of indifference and unsuspicion which has too long characterised
both Church and nation, is doubtless the great wish and aim of too many
in authority, as well as those who are stealthily conspiring against the
very foundation of both Ohurch and nation. We hope our readers will
do what they can to aid us in the circulation of this protest against the
accursed confessional. Its system and its practices cannot be denounced
in too strong terms. In the little work before us, we have quoted from
a valuable testimony, that of thirty-two reformed Roman Catholic priests,
with regard to the contaminating and most destructive effects of
the confessional. These testimonies have been obtained by the author,
Mr. BUTLER. Inasmuch as the opinions are not of mere hearsay, but of
positive proof and experience, gathered in the Papistical school itsf'lf,
the testimonies are so much the more conclusive and valuable. Each
letter bears the signature and address of the writer, so that they are open
to the strictest scrutiny. We consider Mr. BUTLER has done great and
good service at the present crisis by obtaining these various testimonies.
Should any of our readers require copies for distribution, we shall be
happy to supply them at a shade above the actual cost, provided they
write to us direct for such copies for distribution.

