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THE SANOTUARY AND' ITS SERVIOE.
I was glad when they said unto me, Let us go into the house of
the Lord."-PsALM cxxii. 1.
IF privileges and mercies in general are most valued and best
.appreciated when withheld or withdrawn, how much more is such
the case with those who have realized the blessedness of Gospel
mdinances, where the Lord has been pleased in and by them to
manifest Himself otherwise than He does unto the world?
We remember reading, some years since, of a man of God who
il1[t(l emigrated to the far-off Australia. His new home-if such
it may be called-was in the bush, far removed from any Gospel
privileges. Upon one occasion he was driven by his sons to the
nearest town, and, when he came within sound of the churchgoing bell, he requested that the vehicle might be stopped whilst
he alighted, and, upon bended knee by thc roadside, thanked God
for thc sweet privilege about to be granted him of once more
treading His earthly courts.
To understand the feelings of the dear old man would be
perfectly easy to those who have, in days gone by, realized the
>iweetness and the power and the special blessedness which have
attended the waiting upon the Lord in His sanctuary, but who
llfLve, by means of affliction or from some cause or other over
which they have had no control, been debarred from such privilcges. How they have reproached themselves for failiug to esti.
mate them as it behoved them to do, when they were at their
command; and how such lament the indifference of professed
believers to the injunction, "J!-'orsake not the assembling of yourselves together, as the manner of some is," connected as the injunction is with the sweet promise of Jesus, "Wheresoever two or
three are gathered together in My name, thcre am I in the
midst of them."
How often during- our ministry, in days gOM by, have we
or '1'
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been struck, when preaching in strange places, to be informed by
the minister of hearers having walked ten or twelve miles to the
sanctuary, having the same distance to return, it may be after
nightfall; whereas others, with the Gospel at their very doors,
are altogether heedless of it.
But, if the withholding or the withdrawment of these precious
Gospel privileges is felt by the dear children of God in general,
oh, how much does such privation affect the Lord's own divinelycommissioned servants! With them it is a blank indeed. This
is felt the more, because, for most part, their nourishment and
snpport and comfort are vouchsafed, instrnmentally, in immediate
connection with their labours. They are fed whilst feeding, they
are watered whilst watering, they are strengthened whilst seeking'
to strengthen, they are comforted whilst endeavouring to comfort,
they are encouraged in the act of tr}Ting to encourage.
In proof, we can testify to this fact: the first time the Lord, in
the most unexpected way, opened our mouth to speak for Him, we
felt that, during that short half-hour, we were abundantly repaid for
all that we had passed through in deop soul-exercise, oonflict,
temptation, and trial, during the previous twenty years! This is
a fact which we fearlessly record before the Lord. Moreover, our
belief is this-and we have one case in view at the moment of
writing-that, if some of those who may at the present be in a
special way under Fatherly discipline, could but give utterance to
something of what is passing within, light would break· in, the
bonds would loosen, hope spring up, and the "Who can tell?"
would once again sweetly resound through the inmost soul.
IvIany of oUl' readers doubtless remember the touching, telling
lines of dear HART, where, in the dialogue between the believer
and his soul, he says"Come, my soul, and let us try,
For a little season,
Every burden to lay by ;
Come, and let us reason.

"What is this that casts thee down '?
Who are those that grieve thee?
Speak, and let thc worst be known;
Spea king may nlieve thee. "

Ah! that's the point we are aiming at-" Speaking may j'elieve
thee."
Then, in answer to the soul's lament about nature's COl'Tuption,
enmity to God, the power of Satan, and the plague of his own
heart, the blessed man of God replies" Think on what thy Saviour bore
In the gloomy g~rden,
Sweating blood at every pore,
To procure thy pardon!

"See Him stretched upon the wood,
Bleeding, grieving, crying;
Suffering all the wrath of God,
Groaning, gasping, dying! "

Conferring with itself, and mourning over the dread discoveries
within, the soul sums up with the inquiry" H:we not, I, if any sou],
Cause to be dejected?"
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1\ I v d sanctuary was concerned; and h if v I' we felt it to
In l' Y and a privilege, we did so tbi fi l' non.
It h0.8 boen our practice for years to d put th rs to choose the
h mn for the public services of the sanotuary. In regard to
\I n,
oi e, we have often seen the Lord's hand in such a marked
mo.nn 1', that we have no inclination to depart from the praotice of
hn.ving the hymns selected for us.
1'he service commenced this morning with that precious hymn" For mercies countless as the sands
Which daily I receive
From Jesus my Redeemer's hands,
My soul, what canst thou give 'I "

What could be more suitable or appropriate to one who, for
cka proviously, had had his IDany fears that his sanctuary
rvic s, with all their unutterable blessings, were over? Then,
after th s rvice had been conducted with simplicity and heart£ 1 dn ss, am.e the children's hymn (as the practico at St, Luke's
i for th children to lead the congregation in the second hymn).
This hymn was chosen as usual by the kind conductor of the
ohildren's singing. Dear reader, what could be more grateful
to 11 poor sinner who had been panting day and night for weeks
pr viously for a visit and a word from Jesus? In hymn 496 of
" Songs of Grace and Glory," under the heading of "Looking unto
Jesus," will be found the following precious lines-

\V

" My faith looks up to Thee,
Thon Lamb of Calvary,
Saviour divine !
Now hear me while I pray;
Take all my guilt away;
Oh, let me, from this day,
Be wholly Thine!

" While life's dark maze I tread,
And griefs around me spread,
Be Thou my Guide:
Bid darkness turn to day,
Wipe sorrow's tears away,
Nor let me ever stray
From rfhee aside.

" May Thy rich grace impl1rt
Strength to my fainting heart,
My zeal inspire;
As Thou hl1st died for mc,
Oh, ml1Y my love to Thee
Pure, warm, and changeless be,
A living fire.

" When ends life's transient dream,
When death's cold, sullen stream
Shall o'er me roll,
Blest Saviour, then in love,
Fear and distrust remove;
Oh, bel1r me safe above,
A rl1nsomed soul! "
TT 2
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Sung as that hymn was, most plaintively and touchingly, it
seemed, especially under the circumstances, to vibrate through one's
inmost soul, and added, in no small degree, to the sacredness of
that service.
As we entered the pulpit, the congregation were singing with
the same fervour and heartiness that precious, well· known, but
inexhaustible hymn, " Begane, unbelief, my Saviour is near." Oh,
how sweet and how appropriate were the words" His love in time past forbids me to think
He'll leave me at last in trouble to sink;
Each sweet Ebenezer I have in review
Confirms His good pleasurQ to help me quite through."

And what we felt to be so great a mercy was, that that precious
hymn, written by the blessed JOHN NEWTON exactly a century
since, is in perfect harmony with the Word of the living God. The
reader, moreover, will see its suitability to our then state of mind,
entering the pulpit as we did with fear and trembling as to
whether the voice would give way. A minute before, when
leaNing the vestry, we had said to a dear friend, "Now for the
test! J> We knew not what was the Lord's mind in the matter.
The last time we preached (this day six weeks) the sensations
were such, from the tlu'oat and chest, that we questioned if
ever we should be able to speak in public again. Without
doubt that effort irritated the throat, and led to our subsequent
prostration, and a total inability to read aloud or talk without
suffering.
But oh, we record it here-not for the purpose of calling attention
to self; God forbid I-that we might testify to the goodness, the
tenderness, and the compassion of our ever-loving and most adorable
Lord. Oh, we would speak to His praise and His glory if we
.could. We would testify of His boundless love and mercy. We
would call upon our soul and all that is within us to bless ana.
'praise, to magnify and adore, His ever-great and ever-glorious
name. 'Ve would, from the depths of our inmost heart, cry,
"Come and hear, all ye that fear God, and I will declare to you
what He hath done for my soul." We would, if we could, stir up
the poor and the needy, the weak and the wounded, the tempted
and the troubled, the doubting and the desponding, to come and
to test and to try this blessed King of kings and Lord of lords;
this sympathising High Priest; this" Brother born for adversity;"
this "Fl"iend that sticketh closer than a brother."
But now, as the Lord the Spirit may enable, we will endeavour
to recall and jot down what was given us to say upon this, to us
at least, most memorable morning.
The portion to which the mind had been led was the last clause
of the twelft.h verse 1 Kings xix.-
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Here is our comfort in the days in which we live. Whnt
tit
ord has declared, and as yet has not been fulfilled, shall in du
iim.e be accomplished. "Heaven and earth shall pass away, but
1. words shall not pass away."
With tw or thr exceptions, the history of the prophet is onlLin d in th
thr e ohapters. In what a remarkable wny th '
hi t )'y P n I W n.n understand how Elijah (when 1 ft to on£ r
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the Lord; for he went and dwelt by the brook Cherith, that is
before J Ol'dan. AN]) the ravens brought him bread and flesh in
the morning, and bread and flesh in the ovening; and he drank
of the brook."
Men of th world might have charged the prophet with a want
of' prud 11CO and ::t lack of forethought, as far as his own personal
safety was concerned, in regard to the way and manner he opened
his commission, "There shall not be dew nor rain these years, but
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accorJing to my word;" but, where there is a holy jealousy for
God aud Hia truth, and where there is a single eye to His glory,
regardless of all personal interests and creature advantages, the
Lord will stand by that man. He will preserve him, and honour
him too, in His own time and way.
In the eighteenth chapter tee sec EliJr/h in the Spil·it. It contains
a striking setting forth of what the Apostle said in after-day,
"Yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me." In the
nineteenth chapter we hav/J the jJl'aphet ·in th~ flesh, and in it we
have abundant proof of the truth of the testimony of the Apostle,
tha~ he was" a man of like passions with ourselves."
Now, if of necessity one of these chapters must be struck out
of the Bible, and, as far as I was concerneJ., the choice were
given me which, I should say, "Omit the eighteenth. " What?"
say you, "strike out a chapter which contains such a glorious
display of divine power and all-sufficient grace?" Yes, but what
would be our conclusions if so be the next chaptee were omitted?
But for the revelations in that chapter, should we, as poor, helpless,
guilty sinners, have had any sympathy with the prophet? Should
we not have looked upon him as one of a totl111y different mce?
Is there not so much of the supernatural that it is fl1r beyond
our reach? Theee is so much of hel1ven in it, and so little of
earth, that, so to speak, in and of itself, it would be of little servioe
to us but for what follows.
Let us look at this eighteenth ohapter for a moment.
" AND" (mark the "and" again) "AND it came to pass that
the word of the Lord came to Elijah in the third year, saying,
Go, show thyself unto Ahab; AND I will send rain upon the earth.
AND Elijah went to show himself unto Ahab."
How ready, you see, he was to obey the Lotd's command!
How fearless in coming forth from his hiding-place! Mark his
zeal and his courage. " Now therefore send, and gather to me
all Israel unto Mount Carmel, and the prophets of Baal four
hundred and fifty, and the prophets of the groves four hU[ldred,
which eat at Jezebel's table. So Ahab sent unto all the children
of Israel, and gathered the prophets together unto Mount Carmel.
And Elijah came unto all the people, and said, How long halt ye
between two opinions? if the Lord be God, follow Him: but if
Baal, then follow him."
Beloved, if the prophet lived in our day, I think he would have
almost as good reason for putting the question now as he had
then. There are hundreds and thousands this day bowing down
to false gods! Not only are these professed worshippers" cruoifying to themselves the Son of God afresh, and putting Him to
an open shame," but they are trampling underfoot those martyrs
who sealed their testimony with their blood! Oh, guilty, but
long-favoured England! "Shall not My soul be avenged on such
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a nation as this? saith the Lord." Since I last occupied this
pulpit, my dear people, my heart was sad indeed at witnessing
the manner in which the service was conducted in a church where
I was urged to preach. I took no part whatever in that service,
except the preaching. They call it worl!!l1jJ, I call it mockm'!J; and
yot this is what is going on in hundreds-yea, thousands-of
churches this day.
But we read that, after the prophets of Baal had prepared their
bullock, and had called upon their god to send down fire and consume tho sacrifice, that "Elijah mocked them, and said, Ory aloud:
for he is a god; either he is talking', or he is pursuing, or he is in a
journey, 01' peradventure he sleepeth" (a pretty god this! Our God
"n ither slumbereth nor sleepeth "), "and must be awaked. And
th y ri d aloud, and out themselves after their manner with knives
and lanoets, till the blood gushed out upon them."
ow mark, after all that had taken place as describecl in the
next few verses, the altar being repaired, the wood set in order,
the bullock cut in pieces, and four barrels of water a first, second,
and third time poured upon the burnt sacrifice, and filling even
the trench with water, then behold the wondrous scene. There
stan!,!s the prophet, with uplifted heart and hands, in the midst of
that mighty multitude. The astonished Ahab looks on, and the
four hundmd and. fifty bewildered priests of Baal. Then we read:
"AN]) it came to pass at the time of the offering of the evening
sacrifice, that Elijah the prophet came near, and said, Lord God of
Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known this dfty that Thou
art God in Israel, and that I am 'I'lly servant, and that I have
done all these things at Thy word. Hear me, 0 Lord, hen.r me,
that this people may know that Thou art the Lord God, and that
'l'hou hast turned their heart back again. Then the fire of the
Lord fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the
~tones, aud the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench.
And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces: and they
said, The Lord, He is the God; the Lord, He is the God."
What a marvellous scene must that have been! Again we read:
"AND Elijah said unto them, Take the prophets of Baal; let
not onc of them escape. And they took them: and Elijah brought
them down to the brook Kishon, and slew them there."
Then we read, at the close of the chapter, that the hand of the
Lord was so upon him, that "he girded up his loins, and ran before
Abab to the entrance of J ezreel," which was supposed to be a
distance of not less than sixteen miles.
But now, if the narrative stopped here, oh, what a blank would
there be! What is there in that account, striking and blessed as it
is, to suit my state and condition as a poor, helpless, sinful son of
Adam? I want something to prove to me that that Almighty One
of whom we have been hearing does in very deed come down to the
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case and the circumstances of such a sinner as 1. Now, in the
nineteenth chapter we have this proof. It contains three leading
facts-the fright, the flight, and the faithlessness of the prophet. It
proves beyond all doubt that he was, as afterwards described, " a
man of like passions with ourselves."
Upon Ahab telling Jezebel all that had occurred, she sends a
messenger to Elijah, saying, "So let the gods do to me, and more
also, if I make not thy life as the life of one of them by to-morrow
about this time."
Now, why did she send a messenger, and not a man-slayer? Why
did she not do as Herod did, when he sent an executioner at once
and beheaded John the Baptist in prison? Why had the prophet
this timely warning? It was because it was of the Lord-a proof
of His care of the prophet, and, at the same time, that He has all
hearts, as well as all circumstances, under His divine control.
But now observe: "And when he [the prophet] saw that, he
arose, and went for his life, and came to Beersheba, which belongeth
to J udah, and left his servant there." He who was not afraid
of Ahab, nor the four hundred and fifty prophets of Baal, fled from
this wicked woman; and so afraid was he for his life, that he would
sooner confront the solitude and desolation of the wilderness than
run the risk of his servant betraying him, and therefore he leaves
him behind: "But he himself went a day's journey into the
wilderness, and came and sat down under a juniper tree: and
he requested for himself that he might die; and said, It is enough;
now, 0 Lord, take away my life; for I am not better th3.n my
fathers."
THE PROPHET A GREAT SINNER!
Now, taking into account all that has been 7'eeorded in tlw
previous chapter, as setting forth the man'ellous favour and pOlccr
qf the Lord in connection lcith tlw prophet, I cannot but regard
the state of things here presented as among the most flagrant
and heinous of sins. What does Elijah mean by "requesting
for himself that he might die'>? What is involved in his saying,
"Now, 0 Lord, take away my life"? Why, from my heart 1
believe he was so completely under fear and dread, that he was
prepared then and there to sacrifice all he had ever realized in
regard to divine favour, and to forego every hope and prospect
with respect to eternal realities, if so be he could but there and
then be annihilated !
I pause to ask, "Is there a poor sinner in this church this morning.
who thinks that he has said or done ought that places him beyond
the bounds of mercy? I don't want to make light of such an
one's sin (God forbid !). The more he sees and feels it, the better.
But I cannot conceive of any greater sin than this of the prophet,
?tnder the circumstances, mark you. When we think of what the
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Lard had so recently done for and by him, to see him yield to such
a spirit and adopt such language is to my mind awful!
But oh, it proves of what human nature is capable. It shows
very clearly that the prophet had nothing in regard to himself of
which to boast. 'Vell might all that took place in the previous
chapter with respect to him be endorsed with the Apostle's" Yet
not I, but the grace of God which was with me."
In the Lord's causing such striking facts to be left upon record,
we see with whom He has evar dealt,.even with" men of like passions
with ourselves."
Now, let us look at the Lord's tenderness and compassion.
" And as he lay and slept under a juniper tree." Bee, after aU
his excitement and fatigue, when this tremendous reaction had set
in, the Lord soothes His poor, fretful, peevish child to sleep. Sleep!
Ah! sweet sleep! We don't think enough of it. "So He giveth
His beloved sleep." vVho can command or control it? Sleep
is the Lord's own special gift.
•. Behold, then an angel touched him" (methinks it was none
other than the Angel of the everlasting covenant, J ehovah-Jesus
Himself), "and said unto him, Arise and eat."
" And he looked" (but said nothing. Ah! he had saicl enough,
for a season, at any rate), "and, behold, there was a cake baken
on the coals, and a cruse of water at his head." All ready,
you see. Like a tender parent, the Lord had prepared the meal
while the child was sleeping.
[Reader, as far as the record goes, there is no proof of the
prophet's partaking of the food, thus so wondrously and sovereignly provided, with thankfulness and gratitude. We read nothing
of his" saying grace" before he began to eat, but we simply read,
" And he did eat and drink, and laid him down again." Just as a
matter of course-as though there were nothing particular or very
special in the matter.]
"And the angel of the Lord came agtLin the second time, and
touched him, and said, Arise and eat; because the journey is too
great for thee."
Ah! here was gentleness and consideration with a witness"because the journey is too great for thee." The Lord knew all
about it-yea, infinitely more so than the prophet himself. Hence
His tenderness and compasion, and this is how HE is ever wont to
do with poor souls who "came not to call the righteous, but
sinners, to repentance."
Now mark the effects: "And he arose, and did eat and drink,
and went in the strength of that meat forty days and forty nights
unto Horeo, the mount of God."
Why was this? Oh, it was because it was a meal that was
specially provided, and, because it was so, had its special properties. Hemarkably as the prophet had been sustained by the
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brook Cherith, and in the widow's house at Zarephath, he never had
such a meal before or after as this.
THE GROUND OF TRUE SPIRITUAL LOVE AND
GOSPEL OBEDIENCE.
And herein is a Gospel secret. Jesus said, in the hour of His
temptation, "Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word
that proceedeth out of the mouth of God." Now, as the prophet
only had one such meal, containing such sustaining properties, so
the Lord's people-His servants especially-have but one or two
such feasts in a whole life-time as that provided in the wilderness
nnder the juniper tree for the prophet.
[We speak not of mere material bread and water, but of tha:t
bread which comes down from heaven, and of which we read, "I
found Thy Word, and I did eat it; and Thy words wore unto me the
joy and the rejoicing of my heart." The bread of heaven, CHRIST,
the water of life, CHHIS'l" which nourishes and strengthens poor
hungry, thirsty souls. But the seasons are very rare-much like
angels' visits, few and far between-wherein, so to speak, the Lord
gives so lavish an entertainment as to say, "Eat, 0 friends; drink,
yea, ill-ink abundantly, 0 beloved." But mark this, ye tried and
tempted partakers-the richer the entertainment, the more marked
the provision, the less questionable the great and gracious Host,
the severer the after-test as to the enduring nature and the strengthening and sustaining properties of the provision partaken of at such
and such entertainment. The guests will be called, in a greater
or less degree, to know the meaning of the statement with regard
to the prophet: "And went in the strength of that meat forty days
and forty nights." Ah! reader, Elijah would have been in a sorry
condition to have faced Horeb, with all that he was to see and hear
there, had he been in the same fainting condition as when he lay
down and slept under the juniper tree. But, in His pitifulness and
compassiou, in the important interval, the Lord provides that
which was to strengthen and to qualify the prophet for the
ordeal whioh awaited him, and thus we see how the Lord times
His mercies.]
Now, read the next few verses, and you will find that neither
the great and strong wind, nor the earthquake, nor the fire, had
any meekening or mellowing influence upon the prophet. It was not
until the "STnL SMAJ.L VOICE," which followed the wind and the
earthquake and the fire, sounded so gently and so tenderly and
so persuasively in the prophet's ear and heart, that he "wrapped
his face in his mantle, and went out, and stood in the entering in
of the cave." The" STILL SMALL VOICE" brought him out, not
the tempest, nor the earthquake, nor the fire.
And here is the Gospel! It is not the thunderings and the
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lightnings of Sinai that arrest a poor sinner, and bring him down
into the dust of solf-Ioathing and nothingness. No[CC Law and terrors do but harden,
All the while thcy work alone;
But a sense of bloocl-bought pardon,
This dissolves the heart of stone.

I"

'Tis LOVE that makes our willing feet
In swift obedienco move;
The devils know, and tremble too,
But Satan cannot love."]

Ah! it was the" still small voice" of Jesus (as we have heard in
the Gosp I of this day), ""'IVeep not," that arrested the poor widow
as she w nt forth to bury her only son.
It was the "still small voice," " Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou
Me ? " that stopped the Apostle on his murderous errand to
Damascus.
t was the "still small voice," " Go, call thy husband, and come
hither," that touched the heart and conscience of the poor Samaritan
sinner, and led her to cry, "Come, see a Man which told me all
things that ever I did: is not this the Christ?"
Yea, and it is the selfsame" still small voice" -the tender, loving,
persuasive appeal-that arrests the poor sinner, and brings him
(prodigal-like) to the footstool of mercy-to a Father's loving
heart.
LESSONS SUGGESTED BY THE HISTORY OF THE
PROPHET.
[The Lord knows we have no wish to palliate sin, or to make
light of iniquity. Our object is to set forth the marvellous patience,
the boundless love, the wonderful forbearance and longsuffering, of
our God, as the God of all grace. Now, we would have our
readers contemplate the conduct of the prophet.
1. As far as the record goes-and it is by that record we are
to be regulated in regard to our meditations-what evidence have
we that there was a beoomi!lg recognition of the condescending
goodness and mercy of the Lord, in the timeliness of His provision
for and on the behalf of the prophet? Elijah is roused from his
slumbers under the juniper tree. Observe, the angel touches him,
and speaks to him. Does the prophet regard this as something
most g1'Clcious and altcgetlwJ' supernatural J It would seem not, but
apparently, merely as a matter of course, "he looks, and, behold"
(mark the word, "behold;" as though it bespoke something
remarkable, and so indeed it was) "and, behold, there was a cake
baken on the coals, and a eruse of water at his head." 'Then, equally
as a matter of course, "he did eat and drink, and laid him down
again." No recognition and acknowledgment of the Lord's hand;
no aspiration of praise. No; looking at all the circumstances, the
language most befitting his state of mind and whole conduct at
this juncture was that of the Psalmist, when he exclaimed, in the
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seventy-third Psalm, "So foolish was I, and ignorant: I was as a
beast before Thee."
2. What are we clearly to infer was the spirit of the prophet,
as exhibited during the time and under the circumstances to
which we have referred, as well as during the forty days and
forty nights, up to the time of his reaching and dwelling in the
cave, and in connection with those displays of omnipotent power,
authority, and dominion, as seen in the tempest, the earthquake,
and the fire? What spirit? we ask. 'Why, a spirit of self-love
-of murmuring-of standing in doubt of the Lord J ehovah's
wisdom, Fatherly kindness, and mercy. With all his zeal and his
steadfastness and outspokenness, there was a great deal of the
"great I" about the prophet: "And I, even I only, am left; and
they seek my life, to take it away." "Vas this a fact? Let the
Lord Himself answer the question: "Yet I have left Me seven
thousand in Israel, all the knees which have not bowed unto
Baal, and every mouth which hath not kissed him." Thus we
see how little even the most highly-favoured of the Lord's servants
know about the Lord's will and ways. What an impr-n'fect and
most limited knowledge is theirs of" the Lord's secrets." Moreover,
clear it is that some of those most highly-privileged, if left to
themselves, betray the greatest amount of untowardness of spirit.
Witness this in J onah and Jeremiah, as well as in Elijah.
3. However marvellous the display of spiritual heroism and
creature defiance, as given in the eighteenth chapter, what was
the all-engrossing anxiety of Elijah, as exhibited in the next
chapter, but that of personal safety? "He arose, and went for his
life "-that very life which he would not have cared a straw about,
when the honour of his Lord and Master and the wellbeing of
the interests of J ehovah were at stake. "Lord God of Abraham,
lsaac, and of Israel, let it be known this day that Thou art
God in Israel, and that I am Thy servant, and that I have done
all these things at Thy word. Hear me, 0 Lord, hear me, that
this people may know that Thou art the Lord God." Ab! well
might a novice in spiritual matters ask, "And can it be possible
that this is the selfsame man, whose conduct and whose language
seem so greatly at variance-so completely contradictory?" The
very same man; only, as we have already testified, in the one
chapter you see Elijah in the Spirit; in the other, in the flesh!
4. As previously stated, we dwell UpOll these facts, not for the
purpose of making light of sin, or with a view of treating the
prophet's fretfulness and self-will and rebellion as of little consequence. No, no; this is by no means our object. On the contrary,
our wish is, to combat the ideas and the fears and misgivings
of those poor convinced, Satan-harassed, and (according to their
own apprehension) Satan-haunted souls, who imagine that they
have sinned and transgressed beyond the hope of mercy. We
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oontend that., however heinous tbeir sins and transgressions, they
were not more so than, nnder the circumstances, were those of
Elijah; and yet did lw not find mercy? Aye, and what mercy,
too! Where was there rebnke, or anger, or indignation? J ehovah,
by the tempest and the earthqnake and the fire, just showed what
He could do if He chose; bnt no, it was by the" still smalt voice"
Ho canght the ear of the prophet, tonched his heart, and brought
him forth from his hiding-place.
B. Yes, and it is in the selfsame loving, gentle, persuasive way
the Lord speaks to the heart and conscience of poor sinners now as
He did in the days of His flesh. It is the" still small voice" that
says again, " Woman, where are those thine accusers? Doth no
man condemn thee?
No man, Lord. Neither do I condemn
thee; go, and sin no more.') It is the "still small voice," "I
will, be thou clean; and immediately his leprosy was cleansed."
It iR the "still small voice," "Somebody hath touched Me, for I
Daughter, be of
perceive that virtue is gone out of Me.
good comfort; thy faith hath made thee whole; go in peace." It
is the "still small voice" to the weeping Magdalene, "Thy sins are
forgiven thee." It is the" still small voice "-the Zacchmus-summons, "Make haste and come down, for to-day I must abide at thy
house." It is the "stilt small voice" to the dying thief, "Verily
I say unto thee, To-day shalt thou be with Me in paradise."
Oh, the riches of grace! oh, the efficacy of the sin-atoning
blood of the Lamb! oh, the completeness and comeliness of the
righteousness of Jesus! Oh, the perfection of that salvation which
has need of and is brought to bear upon the filthiest, the vilest, the
most degraded, lost, and undone of the human race! " The poorer
the wret()h, the welcomer here."
Men talk and preach what they call a Gospel) in which the Lord
J ehovah is represented as willing to meet poor sinners half-way,. they
must make a movement towards Him, and He towards them.
Blessed be God, we have not so learned Ohrist, nor the salvation
which He has designed and accomplished. His is a salvation that
wants no help of the creature-no interference of man. It is a
sn.lYation absolutely and entirely His own, and for which He shall
have eternally the praise and the glory.
THE PROPHET'S "JEA.LOUSY" A DIVINE GIFT.
IIaving in an earlier part of the precedino- article said what we
did as to the prophet's zeal for God and t~uth, we scarcely need
[Ldu anything upon that subject. We are by no means indifferent
to the great fact that Blijah was, as he stated, "very jealous for the
Lord of hosts;" but this is the point upon which we wish to lay
great stress. Hence we recur to it. The prophet was" jealous"yea, ." jealous with a godly j~alousy ;" but for that very jealousy he
was mdebted to the Lord HImself! It was the Lord's own sovereign
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gift! It did not emanate from Elijah. It had no root in the
prophet's heart, as the son of a fallen head. It was a divine gift
bestowed upon a poor sinner, just to Bhow what Jehovah can do
in and by such poor sinner, in the exercise of His own sovereign
power. And, although it was His own gift, and did in no wise
appertain to the prophet, as a descendant of Adam earthy, yet
the Lord recognised that gift, and blessed the possessor, as though
it originated with him; like a parent accepting a gift at the hand
of his child, although that very gift or present was purchased by
that parent's own money.
Now, in proof that the Lord thus regarded the holy "jealousy"
of the prophet, mark how He dealt with him. In his weakness
and exhaustion and dismay, Elijah wanted the Lord to ltumou1'
him: "0 Lord, take away my life; for I am not better than my
fathers."
The Lord, however, would not give heed. He paid
no attention to the prophet's request.
He had something
far better in store. He would not hunwu1', but, in His own time
and in His own way, He would honour him; and tbis, in due time,
the Lord did in such a way as neither before nor since fell to the
portion of a mortal man; for, altbough we read that" Enoch walked
with God, and he was not, for God took him;" still there was not
in his case the marked recognition and supernatural manifestation
of divine favour as in that of Elijah, of whom we read that, "as
they (the prophets Elijah and Elisha) still went on, and talked
(both the one and the other full well knowing what was about to
happen), behold, there appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of
fire, and parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up by a
whirlwind into heaven."]
St. Luke's, Bedminster, October, 1879.

THE EDITOR.

THE NINETY-FIRST PSALM.
"With long life will I satisfy him, and show him My salvation."
DWELLING

within His secret place,
To Jesus thou art dear;
Beneath His wing abiding,
He whispers words of cheer.

His truth's thy shield and buckler,
His love will never end;
Thy Saviour is thy Refuge
And never-failing Friend.

His shadow is thy shelter;
No foe can harm thee there;
His angels watch around thee;
He loves to hear thy prayer.

More precious is His name to thee
Than all the world beside;
An echo sweetly chimes within,
"With Thee I'm satisfied."

Rejoice in His salvation
With songs of endless praise;
He'll bless, preserve, and keep thee,
He'll give thee length of days.

Lovedean, lvIaTch 8, 1879.

AUNT LUCY.
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A OLUSTER OF "EXOELLENT THINGS" GATHERED BY
THE I-lAND OF FAITH.

" Hcwe not I written to thee o:cellent things in c07t11sels and knowledge, that
I might make thee lcnow the certainty of the words of truth? "-PROVERBS
xxii. 20, 21.
BELOVED, it is with feelings of the deepest humility and gratitude that
we dD-re adopt this language, and say, "Have not we shown thee
'excellent things,' as the Lord has graciously unfolded them to us-and
this too with the earnest desire that we might make known unto thee
'the certainty of the words of truth'?" Well, we have asked the
Lord again to pour into the earthen vessel such things as, in the pouring out, will bring peace and profit to His redeemed ones, that He
may gather to Himself the glory due unto Him. Note that expression,
"the certainty of the words of truth." Yes, they are "yea and amen
in Ohrist Jesus." May God the Holy Ghost grant us to know more of
Him who is .< the Way, the Truth, and the Life."
Now, it is evident to all Spirit-taught readers of the Word of Goel
that the sum and substance of the Psalms is a precious Ohrist, and we
believe it is equally so with the Proverbs of Solomon. The" Wisdom"
spoken of "i;hl'oughout is Jesus, who is "made unto us wisdom." We
touched upon this point in our last "Notcs," but, in further pondering
over the Provorbs, the Holy Spirit has opened them out to us graciously,
and we have scon underlying beautics therein we had not seen before.
Not that we would undervaluc the many wh0lesome injunctions given
concerning moral rectitude and uprightness, but we see more than this,
even the setting forth of Ohrist, the all-wise One, and His Ohurch, as
made wise unto salvation in Him. In this light we would desire, then,
to draw from the Proverbs a cluster of "excellent things." We say
"a cluster," for it' is impossible to do more, they are so full of Gospel
sweetness; but, if we succeed in getting the Lord's people to pray over
them, and search for Ohrist therein, we shall have gained our point,
and Jesus glory to His dear name.
Now, we notice that the Proverbs pre:wh to us the co-equality and
r;o-eternity of God the Son with the Pather. Note the assertion of the allwise One: "The Lord possessed Me in the beginning of His way,
before His works of old. I was set up from everlasting, from the
beginning, or ever the earth was;" further declaring that, " when there
were no depths, no fountains abounding with water-Yl~a, before the
mountains were settle cl, and the hills brought forth, &c., and when He
prepared the heavens, I was there, &c., as One brought up with Him.
I was daily His delight, rejoicing always before Him," &c. (Prov.
viii. 22-:n). And, with the deepest reverence, we ask, "And what
were the Eternal Three doing 'before ever the earth was'?" vVe
reply, planning the work of salvation for poor sinners, such as you and
1. "My delights were with the sons of men," says God the SOil. He
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bore His own in His heart's thoughts, if we may be allowed the
expression, and was set upon the salvation of His chosen ones j so
that, beloved, our salvation is a matter which dates from" before ever
the earth was," and dates to, after this world shall be j so that"All true Christians this may boastA truth from nature never learnedThat Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
To save our souls are all concerned."

But, again, the ProYerbs give us views of the Church's oneness:
"·When it goeth well with the righteous, the city rejoiceth" (Prov.
xi. 10). I suppose this truth would be well brought out if we traced
out in Church history the times when it has been "well with the
righteous," and, in consequence of the blessings granted, the city has
rejoiced, as, for instance, in the time of the glorious Reformation. But
to look at this point closer home, personally, "when it h,lS been well
with the righteous, the city rejoiceth." "There is joy among the
angels of heaven over one sinner that repenteth." The Church triumphant
rings with joy when an elect vessel of mercy is "plucked as a brand
from the burning." The Church militant gives praise unto Go,1 when
:JI, sinner is saved by sovereign grace, and then "the city rej iceth,"
the New Jerusalem, with its angels, and archangels, and ra:,gomed
throng, as the swelling chorus goes forth, "vVorthy is the Lamb who
was slain for us!"
Oh, beloved, think of the Church's oneness. Yes, it is but a little
span of time which divides the triumphant ones above and the trembling
ones below. The wlElle company of God's elect are a long train of
pilgrims. Some have passed through the pearly gates to their eternal
home, and others are pressing on to the same eternal gain. Those
that are safely housed once struggled with the difficulties of the way,
as we do. They have only passed within the veil a little before us.
The precious Head of this array will not let one be lost by the way.
It would be an incomplete throng if one was absent, and there would be
an empty mansion in heaven if one little one could bo overcome by
Satan's grasp. And then what a jarring chord it would be if the
heavenly songsters had to tell of some for whom Christ died who had
perished by the way! Never, never will such a plaintive chord have
to be struck in heaven. The joy-notes will be, "Saved all! Not an
elect vessel out of place! Not a little one away from the joyous
throng! " I fancy little ones will be more necessary to bring glory to
the Head-at least the Bible says so.
Again, the Proverbs tell us of a watchf~tl P1·ov£clence. "A man's
heart deviseth his way j but the Lord directeth his steps" (Prov.
xvi. 9) j "There are many devices in a man's heart; nevertheless the
counsel of the Lord that shall stand" (Prov. xix. 21). Beloved, has
He not directed our steps these many years 1 I do love often to lift
up the links of the chain of His providence, and to note how marvellously they have been interwoven to bring about the purposes of
His love and favour-how that incident and the other circumstance
were the turning-points in our little histories. The Lord has directerl
those steps. He knows all, and has done all for us.
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have read somewhere of a mariner finding upon the sea-shore a
lit I wrecked babe, and, when he took it in his arms to the clergyman
f the parish for burial, he was asked, "But what name shall I enter,
o.n(l where from 1" The old man responded, "God knows j " so they
otered the babe "God knolVs." Ah! dear read r, is not this our
name 1 He knows all about us, and has proved this to be so again
and again. When you and I are cast down b cau of the way, we
may well remember, "God knows." He will not forsake, whoever else
does. "The counsel of the Lord that shall stand."
Well, then, with regard to a watchful Providenc. How the Christian
mu t. ~ I, in looking back upon the way, how m rcifully the Lord has
~u(l,rd d and guided him onwards in the pilgrimage of life! He may,
It is tru, have to mark misery-spots, but he must mark mercy-spots.
And then how things, as we have said, have been linked to bring
ab llt the purposes of Jehovah's love! At the time, matters may have
app llor d fraught with disappointment-the very opposite working to
whllot we would have had it. It seemed as if the Lord was blasting
our prospects, and was determined to cross our purposes, and we have
murmuringly and pettishly exclaimed, "All these things are against
me." But have we not lived to prove the contrary-that all was for
the best-that, if we had had our way, there is no telling what dire
distress we should have been plunged into 1 Oh, beloved, it is blessed
to mark how ~raciously the Lord has dealt with us and worked fOI'
us ! Someone has sweetly said, "Sanctified affiictions are spiritual
promotions," and surely we must put our seal to that assertion. The
Lord's dealings have enriched us and promoted us. Vve should never
have neederl the application of this portion and the other promise but
for the 'afflictions we have been called to pass through. We have been
led to trust less to self, and more to Him whose watchful care is ever
at work for us.
The Proverbs tell of sin's covering.' "Love covereth all sins"
(Prov. x. 12). What an essential thing it is to feel that our ~ins are
all covered! We dare only think this because God has told us so. He
has said, "I have blotted out thy sins as a cloud, and thy transgressions
as a thick cloud j " and we do not like to dishonour Him by distrusting
Him.
It is His precious blood shed for us which covereth all our
sins, love being the cause why He shed that blood for His chosen
ones. So it is.. "Love covereth all sins." It is so among us mortals.
If we love one "specially dear, how blind we are to their faults! 'rVe
cannot say that. Jesus is blind to ours, for they have cost Him too
much; but, better than this, He has cast them all behind His back.
But then, will you understand me, dear reader, when I say, we want
covered not merely our bad things, but our best things fi I am sure you
will, if a child of God. You feel with me that, even in the very
attitude of prayer, we sin j in the very appearance of worship in the
house of God, we sin. "Sin is mixed with our most holy things." We
neeJ., then, in very deed, a covering for sin j and, when we are told that,
with all our imperfections, it is love which covereth them all, how it
must ende:tr Jesus more and more to us!
But, as well as sin's covering, which is "love," the Proverbs remind
us of the Spirit's cleansing: "Who can say, I have made my heart clean,
uu
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I am pure from my sin ~"
None can say, "I have," but, blessed be
God, we can say, "God has." There is a Toot ?"eason why we need
cleansing. It is because we are "born in sin, and shapell in iniquity;"
and that which is born of the flesh is flesh, and nothing else, nor never
will be anything else; so then, defilement mars all that is of nature, and,
if we are to do even one spiritual act, " Ye must be born again." " But,
Lord, I am so defiled-I need so much cleansing." "Come, let us
.reason together [note the Lord's teasolling, beloved] : though your sins
be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow: thou~h they be red like
crimson, they shall be as wool." Surely this meets our case. God be
praised, then, dear reader, if you and I know something of this two-fold
mercy-sin's covering, and the Spirit's cleansing. It is sometimes painful
to one to meet with intelligent men, able to converse upon scientific
subjects with great clearness, very correct in their moral life. and yet
as ignorant of the way of salvation as possible; while, on the other hand,
a poor unlettered man will have a vivid grasp of eternal things. Whence
the difference ~ It is in the work of the Spirit. Grace makes us to differ.
The outward deportment, the amiable disposition, the correct life, will avail
us nothing in the great day of account; but" sin's covering" referred to,
and" the Spirit's cleansing" will. As we have it in that precious passage,
"Christ loved the Church, and gave Himself for it, that He might
sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the Word, that He
might present it to Himself a glorious Church, not having spot, or
wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without
blemish."
But there is another sweet expression in the Proverbs we must
not overlook. It is those two precious words, "loving favour." It
is nice for us as mortals to receive the loving favour of one another,
but how much more the loving favour of our covenant God! This
seems to imply the countenance of God turned to us, His gracious
smile upon us. With regard to the ungodly, He is said to turn His
back upon them, and hide His countenance from them, but to lift up
the light of His countenance upon His people; and, as the light of His
countenance is Christ, "who is the brightness of the Father's glory,"
and the Sun of Righteousness, who hath "arisen with healing in His
wings unto them that fear His name," He looks upon the face of His
Anointed, and with loving favour accepts them in the Beloved.
Then this expression seems also to imply paTdon. We stand in the
inner court, but the King bids us draw near to His throne. He holds
(jilt the sceptre, and bids us by faith touch the top of it. We find
favour in His sight, and He graciously says, "Thy sins, which are many,
are all forgiven thee: go in peace."
Again, this precious expresEion conveys to us the idea of defence:
"God is my defence: I shall not be greatly moved;" and He has
said concerning His Church, "I will be a wall of fire round about her."
And then the loving favour of our God implies also vindication:
" And shall not God avenge His own elect, which cry day and night
unto Him ~ I tell you that He will avenge them speedily."
"Who
.shall lay anything to the charge of God's elect ~ It is God that justifieth. Who is he that condemneth ~ " " There is therefore now no COlldemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus."
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Bu , further, the Proverbs tells us of the hidden way: "There is 0.
y whi h seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof ar the
,ay f death" (Prov. xiv. 12). That way is the broad and pleasant
way of sin. It seemeth right, but it is in reality 0.11 wrong; and" the
.vag s of sin is death." But there is another way which is all right.
'that is "a path which no fowl knoweth, and which the vulture's eye
hath not seen." It is a sweetly hidden way-hidden in Christ, who
is " the Way." It is a way not discerned by the natural man. But
it is not all smooth walking in this way-far from it. It is oft a
thorny path, and" the heart knoweth his own bitterness; and a stranger
doth not intermeddle with his joy" (Prov. xiv. 10). Hannah knew much
about such bitterness of soul when" she prayed unto the Lord, and wept
sore." Job also, when he exclaimed, "Wherefore is light given to him
that is in misory, and life unto the bitter in soul 1 "
So too did
z kiah, when he said, "Behold, for peace I had great bitterness;"
and so in measure may we, dear roader, have to drink into this" bitterness of soul." But it is the Lord Jesus Christ Himself who had to say,
in prophetic language, "He hath filled me with bitterness; He hath
made Me drunken with wormwood." But for all this, although the
Master's footsteps must sometimes be steeped in bitterness, the hidden
way is a precious way. It is a secret pathway, unknown to the worlda continuous depth, gracious in its windings; a wondrous course,
glorious in its ending. While down here on earth we must mingle
with men of the world. 'Our varied callings demand it. vVe may
feel cheered when we meet in the daily care with a kindred spirit, but,
for the most part, the people we come in contact with are worldly;
and yet all along the Christian is realizing a secret source of joy-the
being in the world, but not of it. To remain in the contact untainted
is difficult; yet it is wonderful how the Lord keeps His own apart,
living the life of godliness in a godless world.
And then there is the light ahead of the hidden way. It may be
dark now-CC at eventide it shall be light." vVe traverse sometimes
man-made depths, and it is pleasant to behold through crevices streamlets of light, and better still to be brought out into sunshine. The
Christian's life's pathway, whatever depths he may have to traverse,
opens to the golden day of porpetual joy and peace.
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But, again, the Proverbs point to gntcious deliverances: "The just
shall come out of trouble" (Prov. xii. 13); and, as Solomon says elsewhere, "He that feareth God shall come forth of them all" (Eccles.
vii. 18). What a mercy to have Jehovah as our Deliverer! "Woe
unto him that is alone when he falleth, for he hath not another tohelp him up." The children of God fall often, but they havo Another
"to help them; and what a Helper! They can say, "The eternal God
is my help and my refuge: underneath are His everlasting arms."
"Though I fall, I shall rise again."
But do you not, dear reader, with us, feel ashamed at your distrust
when any fresh trial presents itself? We seem to forget the past, and
think ourselves especially worried more than others-that our pathway
is peculiarly beset with trials, and we subject to burdens others never
have to bear-but it is not so. The fresh olll'den will, in the Lord's
time, become nnstrapped from the shoulders. vVe shall yet "praise
Him who is the health of our countenance, and our God," living to
prove the truth of the assertion, "He that feareth God shall come forth
of them all."
Dear reader, you and I could tell much about theso gracious deliverances experienced. If you talked to worldlings about deliverances,
they would immediately refer to narrow escapes f!'Om railway accidents,
or of perils they have escaped on land and by sea; but the child of
God, while fully alive to such preservation, looks at deliverances of an
entirely different character, namely, deliverances in connection with
the warfare with self, sin, and Satan. Deliverances in such fierce conflicts as these have been special deliverances; and, with fresh encounters
ahead, we may hang with confidence upon this promise, "He that.
feareth God shall come forth of them all." If we look back upon the
past, have we not known what it is to be so down and depressed
under some fresh trial as to feel, "It is all of no use. This blows
upon my future prospects. I give up all hope now"? So" like a
crane or a swallolV do we chatter;" but, in His own time, He delivers,
opens out llnthought-of passages, and makes a way of escape. Oh,
what great and gracious deliverances has God wrought for us! " The
just shall come out of trouble;" yea, "He that feareth God shall come
forth of them all."
But, to turn to our "excellent things" n,gain, the Proverbs enjoin
a softened life and conversation: "There is that speaketh like the
piercings of a sword: but the tongue of the wise is health" (Prov.
xii. 18). This may refer to false witnesses; bnt, alas! it is not confined to worldlings. Even among Christians there is the voice of
slander, which is "like the piercings of a sword;" and that little
nnruly member, the tongue, is made the vehicle of much misery to
the pierced one. 'Tis passing strange that it should be so-a paradox
to us, sometimes, to see Christians so unlike what a Christian should
be. It reminds us that the old nature is the old nature still.
But, dear reader, on the other hand, have not those very "pierciugs "-hard, it is true, as they are to bear-driven to the throne,
made Christ mOrE'I precious than ever, and given you a secret experience
of the ever kind and sympathizing Jesus which you would not have
had but for this "thorn in the flesh"? "Vell, then, it must be a
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that brings the child of

" Quiet, Lord, my froward heart;
Make me teachable and mild ;
Upright, simple, free from art;
Make me as a weaned child;
From distrust and envy free,
Pleased with all that pleases Thee."

I cl not know of a more pleasing sight than an aged Chri tiall,
lik
full shock of corn bending with ripeness and maturity, and
wllitin ~ r the sickle of death and for the heavenly Husbandman t
[\1'ry home to His garner, calm, as we have said, in the spirit of a
1 wly thankfulness, and desiring to know no will but the Lord's will
u rning him.
But, looking again to the Proverbs, there is another precious
xpression we must not omit, namely, "A word fitly spoken is Uke
(tpples of golcl in pictuTes of silveT." It is nice when a Christian speaks
a word to his fellow that fits into the experience, and becomes a word
of comfort and peace at a time of need j but is there not something
more implied here than this 1 Has not Jesus sealed home by the
lJower of the Spirit the fitly-spoken word 1 How I have recently
l<lsired that He would personally speak the word which David desired,
wh n h sni I, "Say unto my soul, I am thy salvation." How often,
in att nding the means of grace, have we felt, "Yes, the minister has
p ken w n. It is all right. It is even according to the 'whole
counsel of God,' bllt it has not been just the word which my felt need
required. Oh, say Thyself, preciolls Jesus! Speak the word home
to my heart, 'I am thy salvation.'" Tempest-tossed one, is not this
your desire 1 You would give all you possess if Jesus would speak
that word to you. It is not enough to hear the great truths of the
Gospel enunciated. No; the word, to be fitly spoken, must be by
Jesus Himseif j then will it become to me "like apples of gold in
pictures of silver."
But what does this expression mean-" apples of gold in pictures of
ilver" 1 I have never met with an explanation of it which commends
itself to my judgment, but would suggest the following thoughts upon
it; Jesus is called "the apple tree" ; "As the apple tree among the
trees of the wood, so is my Beloved among the sons." Are not the
words which How from Jesus as "golden j1-·U/it" ? Gold is an emblem
of the Godltead, and applies to Christ; "His head is as fine gold."
"Where the word of a King is, there is power." Such words spoken
home to the soul of the child of God are fitly-spoken words, jllst fitting
into the felt need, and are like" apples of gold," precious, beautiful, and
I'efreshing. "In Me is thy fruit found."
Then the" apples of gold" are said to be set in "pictures of silver."

606

The Gospel Magazitle.

The Church of God is compared to refined silver: "I will refine her
as silver is refined "-so the Lord's fitly-spoken words are to the Church.
""Ve look, then, at these "apples of gold" as the fitly-spoken words of
Jesus sealed home upon the heart of the poor sinner by the power of
the Holy Spirit. Such are set in the Church, each member of which
becomes a "picture of silver," or some render it "a basket of silver,"
that is, a receptacle for the golden fruit. Precious Jesus, give us
more and more of such fruit! It is said that apples of gold in baskets
of silver formed the principal ornament on King Solomon's table.
Oh, let Thy golden fruit form the chief ornament on my tahle, and let
me realize more and more that "in Thee is my fruit found."
But, further, the Proverbs unfold to us cOllflicting experience: "The
wicked flee when no man pursueth; but the righteous are bold as a
lion." Only fancy a poor trembler, naturally of a timid temperament,
afraid of the very falling of a leaf, and yet "bold as a lion"! We
have known such, especially when they have got into that little sacred
spot, "the pulpit." Yes, they have become completely delivered from
the fear of man, and have been, in preaching the Gospel, as "bold as a
lion;" and possibly, ere they have reached tho foot of the pulpit stairs,
natural feelings have again got the mastery, and they have returned to
their nervousness and neediness. The secret here is, that the tried and
tempted one has become" bold as a lion," through the strength of the
God of Israel, to outpour the Gospel with holy boldness, and then the
Lord has let him return again to his felt weakness, that he may learn
how completely salvation is of the Lord. One of the lessons learnt in
the school of Christ is, as dear Hart says, "to credit contradictions."
As far as I have observed, those about whom we can have no doubt as
to their being most blessedly safe for heaven are just those who are
fearing it and doubting it.
Well, then, dear reader, our experience is certain to be conflicting.
We shall be tormented with cares, yet trinmphing in Jesus; our heads
oft bowed down, our hearts still uplifted to God. Some will be dragged
down by all the worry of domestic life, yet uplifted to some of the joys
of eternal life. These are some of the contradictions we shall have to
credit. But, however conflicting our experience may be, and trying the
world, flesh, and devil are to us, let us remember it is just down he1'e that
we are to be disciplined for eternity. But for the down hen we should
never know anything of the up yonder.
But, again, the Proverbs tell us of laying bC£l'e the cc£se-telling Jesus
all: "He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth
and forsaketh them shall have mercy." Ah! one of the most precious
features of divine experience is just this close dealing with the Lordthis laying bare the case-like J ehoshaphat, who said, "We have no
might against this great company that cometh against us; neither know
we what to do : but our eyes are upon Thee; '! and like David, when
he said, "I acknowledge my transgressions, and my sin is ever before
me." We can enter into this felt contrition of heart--these constant
appeals to and close dealing with ourselve& before the' Lord. God's
dear children are mostly anxious souls, and I believe anxious souls will
never be lost. Their inquiry is, "Am I right? Oh, that I could feel
certain of my interest in Christ! Surely none of God's children have
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fl,S I have-none such 0.
11, t1 cl, bo.rron h nrL
h, fri od, if such is your sighing, it ia th si hing f 1\
livin a ull
u know what it is to be laying bar
lll' I
b f I' th
I. ,'I. But th n y u may be saying, "But God d
1) t h a T
I\t n.ll v nt, 1 does not answer." R,eader, 111'
UT do it,
(LCCOrtl'iWJ
((I I1i ~vilt 7
£ n t, wc never shall gain an answ 1'; if th I\r, and r
1 cl in hriat' name, they most certainly will, only W lUll t I' m mb r
Lhat tit time i as much a matter of divine SOy I' i liLy
th thing,
'1'11 tw matt r to bear in mind in the desire ar, it .. n. rdin t
till
un I f His will" 1 and, Do we ask it in Hi nam, and n t in
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But, further, the Proverbs tell us of ove1'Coming grae ,
// th JlUup of the wicked shall be put out," but n v r f" th li ht
r tll( righteous" being extinguished. "The right ou shall hold
11 hi way," and be brought to a habitation of rest. Y S, th tr mblor
8hl\11 b triumphant, the coward ofttimes in felt experienc:e shall b come
th
nqueror, the caged one shall be set at eternal liberty, the haltiIlg
n shall reach his home in safety, and then shall the overcoming one
r alize indeed the twelve "excelleRt things" promised by J ehovah-to at
f "the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God;" tp
be delivered from all hurt of the second death; to feed upon the hidden
manna, receive the white stone, have power over the nations, and have
given him the morning star; to be clothed in white raiment; to be
confessed by Jesus before His Father and the angels; to be made a
pillar in the temple of God; to be eternally housed; to receive the new
J1:1me of the New Jerusalem, and to sit with Jesus in His throne.
What say you, my brother or sister in the Lord, to this cluster of
promised blessings in the kingdom above 1 Are they not calculated tp.
stimnlate us onwards in the divine course, and to cause us to press on
towards the eternal gain 1 Ye, whatever by the way may seem to
hinder and oppose, depend upon it, "grace shall overcome at. last." vVe
may sigh on day by day here, bu~ we shall sing on through an endless day
yonder. Life seems an incessant struggle, but, careworn one, victory is
ahead. You may be experiencing rough tossings, but a haven of calmness will soon be viewed, and, what is better, soon reached. This tyrant
world, with all its cares, will then be undeT thy feet. Join with us, then~
in that which may well form the pilgrim's song-

"Though thollsand snares enclose his feet,
Not one shall hold him fast;
Whatever dangers he may meet,
He shall get safe at last."
And speaking of t.he pilgrim's song reminds us of one more expression
wo meet with in the Proverbs, namely, singing and j'ejo'icing: "In the
transgression of an evil man there is a snare: but the righteous cloth sing
and rejoice" (Prov. xxix. G). Yes, with all his hanging his harp upon the
willows, he does know sometimes what it is to have it strung by the.
Holy Ghost; and, when He puts it in tune, faith does strike some
joyous chords of praise. "The righteous doth sing and rejoice." He
doth sometimes smile through his tears, and triumph over his thorns;
and yet at other times he cannot sing-ah! for the most part, I expect.
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Joy and rejoicing amidst the clods of the valley is something like the
finding of a sparkling diamond amidst accumulated rubbish. It is, for
the most part, only like a streamlet of light amidst much darkness-a
gem amidst much grubbing. Nevertheless, this striking contrast remains,
" In the transgression of an evil man there is a snare: but the righteous
doth sing and rejoice;" and, by-and-bye, shall verily "sing and rejoice"
throughout the countless ages of eternity.
What think you then, dear reader, of the cluster of "excellent things"
we have gathered with the hand of faith from the Proverbs of Solomon ~
They preach to us, as we have seen, the co-equality and co-eternity of
God the Son with the Father, and that, "before ever the earth was,
His delights were with the children of men." They give us views of
the Church's oneness: ",Vhen it goeth well with the righteous, the city
!'ejoiceth." Again, they tell us of a watchful Providence-that it is
the Lord who directs the steps of His people; and, whatever else fails,
His counsel shall stand. Further, the Proverbs set forth sin's covering,
namely, "love," the spring from which salvation and all its issues flow,
as well as the Spirit's cleansing. Whilc none can say they have made
their hearts clean, many can rejoice that God the Spirit has done so
for them. May others of the family be brought to the same sweet
assurance. Then we have dwelt upon that prccious expression, "the
loving favour of the Lord "-an expression which may well be written
over every page of our history; and also upon the hidden pathway& way fraught with gracious deliverances.
.Further, we have seen that
the Proverbs tell of a softened life and conversation, the fruit of subduing
grace; and that the Word fitly spoken, not merely by kindred spirits,
but by Christ Himself, is "like apples of gold in pictures of silver."
Then they point to conflicting experience, in that the very trembler
in Zion shall become "bold as a lion;" that, in laying bare their
case before the Lord, His children shall obtain mercy, and receive
overcoming grace, by-and-bye singing and rejoicing in the heavenly
kingdom.
Dear reader, we have thus ~~~sped with the hand of faith some of
the "excellent things" of the Word of God. We hand them to you
with the uplifted hope that they may become precious and profitable to
your souls. Grace be "nith you. Amen.
BUTton-on-T1"ent.
G. C.
THE REPUBLISHING Ql' THE "WAYSIDE NOTES." -The tpstimonies concerning the
value of our" Notes" are simply soul-melting, One sister in Cbri.t, speaking of her dear
departed husband, says, "Many a happy hour have we spent in reading' "Wayside Notes'
together at our Sabbath meetings." A brother from tbe United States of America writes,
"Tbey seem teeming with tbat doctrine so sweetly to be believed in (although despised
by tbe great majority in these days of darkness)-' tho divine sovenignty of God.''' An
eged Cbristian, upwards of ninety, says, "I have hud the pleasure of reading them for
many years." A fourth writes: "They sweetly teslify of Jesus and the distinctive
doctrines of grace." Sucb expressions speak for themselves, "nd we might multiply them
a hundred-fold from hedridden, tempest-tossed, careworn, little-faith one&, in very
varied positions in connection with the lot in life, but yet .piritually in the old trodden
pathway of affliction to glory. Oh, do, if able, help us! We want Christ honoured, and
Ihe pure truth as it is in Him spread, leaving the IToly Spirit to do His own work in
Ilia own way. The volume will soon be in the hands of our kind friends.

G. C.
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THE WORK OF GOD.
AID Eternal Truth, "This is the work of God, that ye believe on Him

whom He bath sent;" and, where this God-given faith is bestowed, there
will follow aflect'ion, communion, and consecmtion.
"Natural affection is the best rag in old Adam's wardrobe." So said
0. mastcl' in Israel, who has long since entered his eternal rest.
Natural
aff otiou i the nourisher of youth, the cherisher of age, the sweetener of
m ,and od's kiudest earthly gift to a ruined and corrupt world. When
a Iittl knowledge of religion is added to a naturally amiable disposition,
it is fI' quently mistaken for a work of grace upon the soul; but, when
t d by divine truth, the earthly origin of natural affection soon is
b trayed, and carnal enmity breaks out where affection reigned. It is
prav d to be but a rag at best, and, far from being helpful in leading to
race, is a stumbling-block-one of Satan's strongholds in opposing the
truth 9f God. But "this is the work of God, that ye believe," and with
this faith a heaven-born love is begotten. in the heart of a sinner that
distinguishes the faith of God's elect from a natural faith which is of the
intellect only.
The Apostle declares, "This is His commandment" (and" where the
word of a King is, there is power "), "that we should believe on the name
of His Son Jesus Christ, and love one another." This faith gives access
to the invisible things of God, and the proof of its divine origin is known
and felt in the divine love that accompanies it-love to God and love
to His people, which are the true marks of a true faith. " But," says the
child of God, "this cuts me off at once. I should be satisfied if I
knew I had these marks." The Lord's purpose is to lead His people to
Christ, not to themsel ves, for satisfaction; and, if marks and evidences
arc to give peace, then the promi~e of Christ as to the Spirit's office would
fail: "He shall glorify ME : for Ho shall take of Mine and show it unto
you." But, though bid from view, this fruit of faith, love divine, may
exist in the heart. Are there no yearnings of soul, no longing desires,
no painful bemoanings, no sighs, no cries, that find vent in the language
of Scripture, '" The desire of my soul is toward Thy name.' Oh, when
wilt Thou visit me ?" or, in the words of the poet"'When shall Thy love constrain
This heart Thine own to bel
When shall the troubled spirit gain
A peaceful rest in Thee?"

Where true faith is given love is felt, if not in enjoyment, at least in
tlcsire; and the child of God cries out for the Spirit's teaching to say
with an honest and loyal heart, "Thou knowest all things: Thou knowest
that I love Thee."
But it is worthy of note that, while this love may be unperceived or
suspended Christward, "in its felt power in the breast, the manifestation,of
it in the love of the brethren will always appear. The feeling toward
the family of God is akin to David's, who, in fond remembrance of the
uuion of soul with Jonathan, made him enquire, "Are there any left of
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the house of Saul to whom I can show kindness for J onathan's sake ~ 'I
But say some, " Among the children of God there are many who are very
disagreeable people. Are we to love them1" Yes; what of Uhrist thei'e
is in them, if it can be found; but we are not commanded to love wHat
is faulty in them. Such members are left for the trial of the Church
of God, and for the exercise of patience, forbearance, and pmypr.
This leads to the next point, comnmnion, which is produce,l and
maintained in the soul by the Spirit of God, and is helpfully advanced
through trials of various kinds. Their own w::Lnts, as also of the
family of God, give them enough to do at a throne of gral:e, so it is
seldom, when the soul is in a healthy state, but there is a case on
hand to be presented to the Lord. " The heart knows its own bitterness." Some secret temptation, some pressing want, some gloomy fear,
some daily cross compels the child of God to besiege the mercyseat day by day for "grace to help in time of need." This is not
deemed communion with God by the poor suppliant. The pressure is
too great to regard it in such a favourable light. The wants overbalance
the privilege, so it is pushed aside as an unsuitable evidence of grace.
But this does not alter the fact that communion is realized between God
and the soul. There is communication-something taken to the throne,
something left with God, ::Lnd something c::Lrried away. "He will speak
peace unto His people," and the soul is sustained till deliverance ::LITives.
The Lord's people want larger communion with Him-they want to read
His heart's love toward them, and that He has undertaken the salvation
of their souls. They all need the increase of faith, hope, and love;
they all require confirmation in divine truth and reconciliation to the
will of God. All this opens up an extensive source of communion with
God in Christ, through the Holy Ghost; and none so jealous upon this
point as those who have reached the fullest assurance as to their interest
in Christ; and, when communion declines, the work of the Spirit will
revive it with the enquiry, "If it be so, why am I thus 1"
A third point, made somewhat obscure by the bewildering notions of
the day, is consecrat'ion. This term is simply setting apart ior sacred use.
Under the law there were various acts of consecration, such as Abraham's
altar for worship (Gen. xiii. 18; xxi. 33), the tabernacle and its furniture
for holy use (Exod. xxxvii., xxxviii.), Aaron and his sons for s::Lnctuary
service (Exod. xxix.), the cattle as set apart for sacrifice (2 Chron.
xxix. 33), all of which typified and represented "the Son of God,
who is consecrated for evermore" (Heb. vii. 28), and who is Himself
the "new and living way consecrated for us through the veil, that is
to say, His flesh" (Heb. x. 20). For this end all the legal ceremonies
were instituted, and performed till Christ came, who, of God, is made
unto His believing people "wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption."
But, further, all these outward acts of consecration typed out the
glorious tru1h of the eternal consecration of the Church of God,
set apart in Christ before all worlds; consecrated in the eternity
before time to be called in time, and viewed as holy in the righteousness of Christ, accepted or graced in the Beloved. This is the
true consecration of the Church; and, as the vessels of the temple
were set apart for holy purposes, so each child of God, born into the
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world in sin, but new-born by the Spirit in grace, is likewise set apart
by God for holy use, and various are the methods God takes to fit
and qualify His redeemed people for the purposes to which they are
destined as the salt of the earth and the light of the world. They are
made use of by Him, and stand in their lot by doing or suffering;
working or waiting; sighing or singing; manifest usefulness or secret
service. Whether poor or rich, high or low, learned or ignorant, young
or old, each servant of God has a place and an office in the household
of faith; and to overlook or undervalue the position and qualifications,
as meted out to each, is to set at nought the harmony and unity of
the divine arrangement for His Church: " Now hath God set the
members everyone of them in the body, as it hath pleased Him. If
the foot shall say, Because I am not the hand, I am not of the body;
is it therefore not of the body? If the ear shall say, Because I am
not the eye, I am not of the body; is it therefore not of the body?
But the eye cannot say unto the hand, I have no need of thee; nor,
again, the head to the feet, I have no need of you. Nay, much more
those members which seem to be more feeble are necessary." They
are all consecrated by God alike in eternal purpose, and, according t(}
the arrangement of unerring wisdom, shall be made use of in some way
or other for His glory.
Modern views of consecration overlook the great fact that God, in
new creating a divine principle in the heart of a 8inner, does not
remove the old Adam nature; but, as He did with typical Israel, so He
acts with His spiritual family (Judges iii. 1, 2), and thus He proves
His people, and teaches them to fight the good fight of faith, to contend
with His enemies and their enemies.
He enlightens them by His
Spirit to soe sin and hate it; and to feel the plague and burden of the
body of sin and death that they carry about to their last sigh (Rom.
vii. 24). They" groan, being burdened," because of their shortcomings
:md misdoings (:J Cor. v. 2-4-); they loathe themselves (Ezek.
xxxvi. 30, 31) because of their ingratitude, their unholiness,· their
worldliness, the coldness of their love, the sinfulness of their prayers,
the earthliness of their thoughts, the scant measure of devotion to
God's cause and service, all this, and much more, producing true
humiliation before God and conflict in the soul of the believer. But
can thia be called consecration 7 Can this exist in the heart with
establishment in the truth and a sense of personal interest in the
eternal love of the Father, Son, and Spirit 7 God's grace-taught people
well know that this is a vital proof of God's consecration, and that this
is the old beaten track that all the saints while on earth must travel,
and all the white-robed throng above have trod. As the soul grows
in the knowledge of salvation and in the love of a precious Christ, so
in proportion will be the desire to glorify the Lord; and, as light
is given on the path of each child, so will be the leadings that will
direct the feet to "walk worthy of the vocation wherewith they are
called" (Eph. iv. 1). But the use made of any vessel of mercy while
here below only brings the individual deeper in debt to sovereign grace
for the will, the ability, and the opportunity of service; and as,~ at
the best, it is mixed with sin, there can be no acceptable act presented
to God but through the blood and obedience of Christ, who consecrates
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all service to God through His atoning sacrifice, and has declared concerning every disciple to the end of time, "Ye have not chosen Me,
but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring
forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain; that whatsoever ye
shall ask of the Father in My name, He may give it you."
A PENCIL FRAGMENT.

The Hoe, Plymouth, Monday Morning, July 8, 1878.
a very wakeful night, arose with a deep sense of weariness, and
mourning over my unprofitableness.
Was in the act of reading particulars of the departure of one of the emigrant ships I saw sail on
Saturday, when the Rev. F. Barnes called.
He had kindly brought
me in writing the facts which he had named in his interesting ad-dress
to the emigrants on Wednesday last, in regard to the loss of the Lot7tS,
for which I had asked him.
In the course of conversation Mr. B.
mentioned the case of a soldier, who had been brought under the
sound, and in due time to realize the power, of the truth. As Mr. B. has
promised to write out the account for me, I shall not attempt to record
it here. I merely wished to state, how both humbled ;tnd refreshed
my soul was with the narrative. Neither of us could refrain from tears
as Mr. B. related the facts connected with this wonderful trophy of
rich and free and sovereign grace. Oh, how it warmed and animated
my too often cold and thankless heart! At the same time, I felt deeply
humbled under the consciousness of my own great unprofitableness.
The narrative seemed so to chime in with my subject of last evening,
"I have been young, and now am old; yet have I not seen the
righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread."
vVhat encouragement, moreover, do the facts give for the use of the
means. What a signal honour did the Lord put upon the self-denying
labours of the young man who, in accordance with the divine injunction,
went forth into the highways and the byeways to "compel them to
come in, that His house might be filled." If I mistake not, I had
personal interviews' with this same devoted servant of God,':;' when he
was about to go forth upon his far-off missionary work.
Alas! alas! it seems to me, if I were going through life again, how
differently should I seek to act to what I have done. I feel as though
mine had been a comparatively-wasted life. What opportunities have
I lost! How much, alas! alas! have I consulted my own ease and
comfort! How little comparatively has the flesh been denied and the
cross daily taken up! When I look at others, how well may I take
shame to myself in this, as well as in manifold other respects!
I look forth from where I am at this moment seated. I recollect
that fifty-four years ago I passed round that headland, when I first
visited Plymouth; and, whilst I am lost in adoring wonder and
amazement at all the Lord has been and done from that time to the
present moment, I ask myself, "And what have I done in return for
such astounding goodness, such marvellous mercy, such abounding and
superabounding grace, mercy, and compassion?"
AFTER

.. He has since "ery suddenly been called to his rest, whilst labouring
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Oh, how have I cried to the Lord during the wakefulness of the
past night, that He would pity and pardon me in regard to all my
manifold sins and shortcomings. How I felt the need of the renewed
application of the precious, precious blood which cleanseth from all
sin. How mightily did I cry that the Lord would "perfect that which
concerneth me j" that He would not forsake the work of His own
hut that He would "bring off the headstone with shoutil1gs of Grace,
grace unto it." Yea, I pleaded with Him that He would enable me,
in the sweet confidence of faith, to say with the Apostle, "And the
Lord will deliver me from every evil work, and will preserve me unto
His heavenly kingdom."
Oh, be it so, gracious Lord. Ratify and confirm Thy promises. " Rememb l' the word unto Thy servant upon which Thou hast caused me
to hope."
I 1 ave this place to-morrow, in all human probability, never to visit
it again. Oh, let this day--this beauteous scene by which I am sur-'
rounded-intensify the feelings under which I make these few pencilnotes.
"HITHERTO HATH THE LORD HELPED US."
How dark are many homes in this our land! How many of the true
spiritual Israel are suffering from the general depression of trade, as
are also many who know not God. Truly dark times and trying are
in this our once highly-favoured nation j and yet how many of the
clear Lord's tried ones can with truth say, "Hitherto the Lord hath
helped us." Day by day, when clouds arise, and there scarce seems a
way how still to pursue their course, and walk honestly in the sight of
all, yet da,y by day a way is opened, and, leaning on the true Almighty
Arm, they pursue their course. It may be in the morning, scarcely
feeling able to arise, knowing the difficulties of circumstances all around,
yet still helped on. And who is He that doth help and still deliver 1
It is even He who took upon Himself the infirmities of His own, even
those given to Him by the Father before time was. Oh, glorious
pl:1n of redemption, wherein the great Three-One, equal, co-existent,
eternal, almighty, agreed to save by choosing from the fallen sons of
men a people who should be predestinated to eternal life by God the
Father, redeemed by God the Son, quickened into life by God the
Holy Ghost. Oh, wondrous plan of redeeming grace, almighty love,
which nothing can ever shake or ehange! And then this love reaches
not only to the spiritual life, which throughout is His own work,
but to the temporal life also of all His redeemed ones, caring for them
every step of their journey, sometimes making their path smooth,
:mon causing deep roughnesses, the waves almost to go over their
heads; but still, even in tl?e dark,. He sustains; and t.hough for a while,
if needs be, they are "1Il heavmess through mamfold temptations,"
yet afterwards ~hey shall see that He has made all things to work
toO'ether for theIr good, even because they are "the called in Christ
Je~us," having His love in their hearts, because He first loved them; and
one and all exclaim, "Not unto us, not unto us, but unto Thy great
name be all the glory, now and for evermore!"
B. E. C. A.

614

The Gospel Magazine.

GOODNESS AND MERCY; OR, FACTS FOR THE COMFORT
OF THE TRIED .A1"'fD TEMPTED.
"He knows what sore temptations mean,
For He has felt the same."

annexed narrative gives a little insight into the exercises and
experiences of the Lord's Spirit-taught children, as led and instructed
of Him in days gone by. vVere such a case as that here presented to
the reader to occur now, in all probability it would be put down to
physical causes, as though such were out of the Lord's province to deal
with in a way of grace, and love, and mercy. If Mrs. HALL lived now
and were afflicted in the same way as it pleased the Lord she should
be when a sojourner in this vale of tears, most likely she would be
1'easoned and Temonstmted with by the majority of the professors of
religion with whom she might come in contact. She would be told
that she ought not to give way to such gloomy doubts and fears; that
it behoved her not to cherish such thoughts of God and His dealings;
that He was kind and loving, gracious and merciful; that He looked
for faith in His children, and expected their tl'llst and confidence. And
what would be the result of such counsel in the case of a poor soul whose
faith and hope it was the will ann. pleasure of the Lord should be tried
" though as by fire "~ What ~ "\Vhy, such advice and admonition would
only tend to tighten the ties and to bind the bonds of one of the
Lord's afflicted ones; for in so far as man's counsel went, it w01£Zd set
them to to-iZing and stTiving after a fleshly manneT. As well might the
man among the tomb3 whom no man could bind, have attempted to
recover his lost reason and to possess hi1IlBelf of that calmness and
docility which JESUS alone could impart, as for a soul in "Satan's
sieve" to attempt to disentangle or free himself therefrom. No, no;
that is the Lord's prerogative, and His alone; and that prerogative He
will most assuredly exercise in His own time and in His own way.
Nor will He be dictated to as to the time when, or the manner how of
His delivering mercy, goodness, faithfulness, and love.
Whilst He invariably supports and sustains His afflicted, oppressed,
perplexed, and bewildered children, during the time He exercises their
faith, with equal certainty, and in accordance with His own divine faithfulness, will He, in His own good time and way, bring forth snch tried
and tempted ones into "a wealtHy place;" so that after He had ratified
His word, "Which holdeth our soul in life, and suffereth not our feet
to be moved; for Thou, 0 God, hast proved ns; Thou hast tried us
as silver is tried; Thou broughtest uS into the net; Thou laidst
afRiction upon our loins; Thou hust caused men to ride over our heads;
we went through fire and through water;" in due time, they should
so evidently be brought forth by the Lord Himself, and so realize that
it was His arm, and His alone, that brought salvation, that in all the
fulness and gratitude of their hearts they should exclaim, in common
with the Psalmist, "Come and hear, all ye that fear God, and I will
declare what He hath done for my soul."
Now, we rejoice in the distinguishing facts so marked and conspicnous
in the annexed narrative, that the CTeatU1'e was pmce1'Zess; that the time
THE
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and m:1l1ner of the Lord's deliverance was purely His own! The Lord
so dp,a,lt with His tried and afflicted one that, when succour was
affordpd, He should secure to Himself what so emphatically belonged to
Himself, namely, the entire praise and glory. Well indeed might the
whole history be endorsed with that two-fold portion of the Lord's own
blessed VVorct: "N ot unto us, 0 Lord, not unto us, but unto Thy name
be the glory, for Thy mercy and for Thy truth's sake," and "Not by
might, nor by power, but by My Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts."
vVe have merely to add, that the Mr. and Mrs. HALL here named were
the parents of the celebrated ROBERT HALL, formerly of Leicester, but
latterly of Bristol. The account is as it appeared in the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE for 1777.
"MERCY MANIFESTED:
"A LetteT from the Rev. ROBERT HALL, of A--, in the county of L--,
to a Friend: Telating to the veTy nmm'7cable AFFLICTIONS, TEMPTATIONS,
and DYI 'G CONSOLATIONS of Mrs. JA E HALL.

" ';I-Ieaviness and weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in
the morning' (says the Editor in 1777, when introducing the narrative,
which, it will be seen, is given in the form of a letter by Mr. HALL
himself). The inviolable promise runs, that Jesus u;iU not bnak a
bntised Teed, nor quench the smoking flax. Let the afflicted, the tempted,
the dejected, the desponding, and even the despairing sinner, see this
realized in God's faithfulness and mercy; ultimately revealed in and
to the subject of this letter, who (for we are at liberty to mention
her name) was the late Mrs. Jane Hall, wife of the Reverend
Robert Het/f, minister of the Gospel at Armsby, in Leicestershire.
"It ma.l- be proper to observe" (says Mr. HALL, in the opening of
the vres<'nt narrative), "that the dear deceased was, naturally, of a
lively, ehet'rful disposition, and remarkably active in the management
of her domestic affairs. And though, partly by a violent fever, about
thirteen years ago, which deprived her of the regular use of reason
for several weeks, and partly by bearing fourteen children, eight of
whom she follDwed to the grave, her constitution was much imp~ired,
yet the cheerfulness of her disposition continued. She was also freque:LItly favoured with much of the divine presence, in the enjoyment
of whit:h she was indulged by a gracious God for near twenty yeaTs,
to a degree not experienced by many Christians.
SPIRITUAL DARKNESS.
"In thp beginning of March, 1773, she often complained of great
spiritlw 1 darkness, and laboured under many discouragements in her
own lllilJJ; and frequently said, she apprehended some hea1'y t7'ial was
coming '''pun us.
On the twenty-first of the same month, about one
o'clock ill the morning, we were awaked by an uncommon noise, and
by the aLll'IlIing cry of murder, the reason of which was, as we quickly
found, a ]Jnson had broken into the house of a very near neighbour
who 1i I'cd alone, stole his property and threatened his life; out of
whose .. 1I.e! hands he very narrowly escaped by bursting through
a wiJldu". This unexpected and dreadful alarm being immediately
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followed by a view of our injured neighbour (who, having wounded
himself in making his escape, was in a bloody and shocking condition),
affected my dear deceased to such a degree that she could not sleep
for near a fortnight; and, ever after, when she did sleep, generally
awoke about the same hour in a painful tremor. Upon this she concluded that God was angry with her, that she had never known Him
savingly, and that all her former spiritual enjoyments were the delusions of a vain imagination. From this time forward she took no
delight in her family; and her domestic concerns, in which before she
was remarkably diligent, became her aversion. Bodily disorders also
came on, of such a nature as greatly added to her former gloom and
horror of mind; which, being still much increased by violent and
dreadful temptations from our common enemy, she was rendered as
completely miserable as, perhaps, anyone in this world was ever known
to be who retained the exercise of reason. Nay, it was the opinion
of many that her affliction WQuld have been much lighter, had she
been entirely deprived of the use of that noble faculty. On her behalf
many fervent prayers were offer'>d up to God, and the aids of medicine
were sought in various way.' notwithstauding which, her affliction
increased in every view, esp ally as to the horror of her mind, and
the violence of almost even ,<ind of dreadful temptations."
COMMENTS

PON THE ABOVE CONDITION.

[Reader, we venture lO intrude upon the narrative in order to
make one remark. It is to call attention to the fact of how the Lord
communes with His dear tried and troubled ones in the very midst
of their conflicts. Amidst the din of battle, or down in the lowest
depths, as they may be, there is a gentle whisper or a soothing lovenote that, in spite of all, helps to sustain.
In proof of this, mark
some of the utterances of Job, in connection with the agonizing
extremes which he was called to encounter. Scarcely had he cried,
"Have pity upon me, have pity upon me, oh, my friends, for the hand
of God hath touched me;" ere he exclaims, as it were, in the very
same breath, "I know that my Redeemer liveth." Again, scarcely had
he cried, "Oh, that I knew where I might find Him! that I might
come even to His seat," when he adds, "Will He plead against me
with His great power? No, but He would put strength in me. . . .
He knoweth the way that I take; when He hath tried me, I shall
come forth as gold."]
SHE JUSTIFIES JEHOVAH-WHISPERS OF LOVE-ASTOUNDING TEST.
e< For some time she retained honourable thoughts of God and His
law, of His people and appointments; and often said, ' God is righteous,
and His law is holy, just, and good, whatever become of rne.' But for the
last year of her life she seemed to give way to the most horrid
suggestions and blasphemous conclusions that Satan himself could
inspire. She had, indeed, in the midst of her deep distress, various
very consolatory portions of Scripture impressed on her mind, particularly
the following: 'For a small moment have I hd My face from thee, but
with eveTlasting kindness will I have meny on thee, saith the Lord, thy
Redeemer.' ' The vision is yet for an a~rypointed time j but at the end it will
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peak, and not lie. Though it tan'y, wnit for it, because it will sW'ely come,
it will not tan'y.' 'At evening time it shall be right.' 'The days of thy
mourning s!w,ll be ended.' The last of these passages, she often said,
i'an almost perpetually in her mind, but she could tal,e no comfort
from it, nor did any of them afford her the least gleam of cheering
hope. She was, indeed, so far influenced by them as at some particular times to say, 'The Lonl CAN save me, if He will:' but this
was the utmost effect they ha,l on her mind. The painful apprehension
of perishing for vel' had the ascendancy to such a degree that, ill
August last, my watch happening to hang in her chamber, she took it
in her hand, and said: 'I need not n(;ard time; I have done with
<counting time j I am entered on an etemal state of suffering.' And, throwing
the watch with vehemence ou the fioor, added, 'I am as st~rely
damned as that watch is broken."
The watch, however, not receiving
the least injury, she was amazed, and said, with tears: 'Well, if God
save ME, all heaven will be astonished j but none will wonder so much at
His ttnpamlleled mel'cy as myself."
"But even this had no abiding effect, for in a few weeks she was ill
as great an agony of mental distress as ever. She took the watch a
second time (concluding that she did not before throw it with sufficient
force), and, saying the same words, flung it with all her might across
the room. But still the watch received not the least harm, which was
'/{uite astonishing, and the more so to me, as the enamel was cracked
by an accidental fall some years before. But neither the enamel, nor
the case, nor the glass, nor any part of it received the least apparent
injury from these repeated acts of violence. I was not indeed au eyewitness of these astouishing facts, but she, with many tears, informed
me of them, which determined me to take care of the watch, lest she
should be tempted again to repeat the unwarrautable aud presumptuous
-experiment. "
TEMPTED TO SELF·DESTRUCTION.

"She was for a considerable time under strong temptations to 'put an
end to her life, imagining that the longer she lived in this world the
more intolerable would her condition be in the next. And, though a
watchful eye was kept upon her by my whole family, she found several
opportunities iu which, had not a gracious Providence prevented, she
might have accomplished her awful design. One time, having such an
opportunity, she thought, before she executed the rash resolve, that she
would kneel down and pray that she might not, in the infemal world,
be n blasphe'mm', when God was pleased to frustrate the designs of the
tempter, and she arose from her knees with a 'Who can tell?'"
[Reader, ma.rk how the Lord nourishes and keeps alive a holy fear
::l.nd godly jealousy for Himself and His truth in the hearts of His
tempted and sin and Satan-buffeted ones. Dark and gloomy as was the
state of Mrs. HALL'S mind at the period here mentioned, yet mark,
there was at the same time, underneath all her distressing exercises, (~
holy, 'reveTential 1'ega1"(1 fm' His gl·eat and grctciuus name. Such tempted
ones see it not at the time, Under tho bewildering ir.fiuences of the
tempter's assaults upon them, they fail to distinguish what is from him
-what from the flesh-and what from the new, the inner, the im-
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perishable life of which, by grace and power divine, they have been
made the partakers. But here is the test. Let such Satan-assailed ones
hear their blessed Lord and Master, in His wisdom, His love, His
mercy, His power, His faithfulness, assailed by others, and then let it
be seen on whose side they are. Will such-tried, tempted, lost, helpless, undone, as they may feel themselves to be-doomed to Llestruction,
as they imagine-will they, we ask, coincide with such statements ~
Will they unite with the objectors ~ Will they join hand in hand and
heart to heart with the maligners of God's wr ord, the traducers of
His truth, the enemies of His Christ ~ Nay, nay; ten thousand times
nay! A holy indignation is instantaneously aroused; a determined
resistance is offered; a willingness to sacrifice all-yea, even life itself-and an equal willingness eternally to perish, rather than that great,
that glorious, that altogether lovely and ever-adomble name which is
above every name, be maligned, or J ehovah's vemcity, power, and love
be villified or dishonoured. And whence all this but as the emanations of
that covenant gift of which Jesus Himself testified wllen He said, "I
give unto them eternal life, and they sball never perish; neither shall
any man pluck them out of My hand" 1)
" At another time, being Lord's Day, and the hour of public worship,
two persons being at home with strict orders to t.ake the utmost care
of her, one of them happening to step into an adjoining chamber, and
the other going downstairs to do something about the fire, sbe went
out of the house entirely unpcrceived by either of them. Soon after,
and just before I returned from the worship of God, she came in, to
their great surprise, all over wet. Seeing her in such a condition, a
sense of her imminent danger and great deliverance almost overcame us all.
Conversing with her on the alarming incident, I found that she had
flung herself into a pit full of water which was in a field contiguous
to my garden, a pit which was in general five feet deep, but still deeper
on that side of it where she threw herself in, and the descent almost
perpendicular. How she got out again she could not tell, but she said
that while in the watm' these uwds sounded in her ears, and impressed he?'
mind, 'DELIVER MY SOUL FROM GOING DOWN TO THE PIT!' en which
she ~cas delive?'ed, she knew not how."
WHAT ABOUT THE PREACHER AND HIS TESTIMONY AT THIS TIl\1E'1
LReader, depend upon it, that this revered servant of the Lord never
preached more effectively, or spoke more out of the fulness of his own
heart, than whcn under these most trying circumstances. 'Ye have not
a doubt that his pulpit was his happiest place then. It reminds us, at
the moment of writing, of a remark once made to us by that champion
"One of my members said, "Ve
for truth, the late JOSEPH IRONS.
don't like you to be in trouble as far as you yourself are concerned,
but we always get the benefit.''' Ah, yes! pul]Jit work is precious
work for the preacher and profitable for the hearer, when the testimony
comes out of the fire!)
"Passing by many remarkable instances of divine protection during
her deep distre3s and horrid temptations ill the course of three
yl'a1's and nine months, I shall now give you no concise account of the
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1.1 /1' IIPl r nil' her near the close of life. III
h in WU t <l almost to a skeleton, she had all
III I 11 1~c1 I~PI)l' 1\ hing dissolution upon her; nor WI\ h I' lIIill/l il
tilt 1 1\ t I' li( V l Cl' m the temptations of the devil, Ol' till IlIIrruI'
rll p il'.
11
It 17th of that month, early in the moroill ,
011
hill' (1 hI l' 11 in tho very article of dissolution, But, revivlll
lit I ,
I I I 11 hI \ h was in her mind 1 She answered: ' Worse (L/ut 1(/(/1" I
7'h,. ll1dl (,/Ill hOI'l'ol'S of hell have gut hold 1~pon me! I am a 'Ulllt/
rl' ((till' !' nIl ther expressions of a similar kind. She being x
illgl \ 1'1\1 L reqnested, if the Lord should appear for her, so 1\8 t
nffrml 1ll'1' I\ny hope, that she would give us a signal of it.
h
rt pli.·.1 : 's, when He does; but that will never be.' no, never! never!
tIN'l'r!' l'lt next day she appeared to be more calm, but said little; her
trr ilK It
med to be almost entirely exhausted. In the evening of
tilt
III
day my distress on her account was inexpressibly great. r
1'4 tiI' tI, n. I had often done, in order to pour out my prayers to God'
for It l', and found such liberty and fervour in addressing the Lord
,
d not remember I ever before enjoyed. I felt a submission to
tit will of God in reference to our having any evidence of His
apl arance for her, concluding that it might possibly be better for us
be ignorant of it; and that mercy might be manifested to her w:as
all for which I was anxious."
rMark this. Be assured that when matters come to this pass-a
falTing submissively into the hands of the Lord, with a "Do ,vith us
as seemeth Thee good "-the clouds are breaking-deliverance is at hand;
n,nd don't let the reader overlook the length of time just now mention d-three years and nine months! ]
"Aft r meditating on her very affecting situation, and thinking, with
many t nI's, on these lines of Dr. Watts's-

11 nI

'How would the powers of darkness boast,
If but OTIe praying soul were lost! ' I,

[ h, Mr. HALL, if you were to write or to speak in these terms now
you 1V0uld be declared to be an Antinomian! You would be branded
as the preacher of dangerous doctrine. Ah! but you were better
taught in your day; and, without doubt, the relative sorrow and
hOllle-:lll<l-llear~ anguish contributed, in no small degree, to the value
amI importance of the lessons you were learning. ]
DELIVERANCE, BLESSED BE GOD!

l'I went into her apartment," continues Mr. Hall, "to pray with her,
and I asked her how she did1 With a serene countenance and a
chccrfnl smile she said: 'I am well now, my dear. l'rly bU1·den is quite
remooeLl.· 'it is gone like a stone from my heart. My sweet JESUS is come!
,is cume! 'is come! Yes, my dear, He is come! He is come of Himself; and
IIimsell ,is come! He is come of His own aec01'd! I did not fetch H'im.
I cunlLl not, I durst not pray. I did not expect ever to have enjoyed His
presence. 1 verily thought I shOUld never see His .fitce with comfort j but, 0
wondeljnl grace! my Jesus is come! He is come! He is come! He is come to
ME, £t7ul biLls me come to Him! He says, ' Come ~tnto 111e, ye heavy laden.' "
xx::;
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[Reader, what think you of this ~ :Mark:" He is come of Himself, and Himself is come. He is come of His own accord! I did not
fetch Him. I could not, I durst not, pray."
Then, you see, reader,
there was not the veriest ground for her ascribing deliverance to her
prayers. No, it was the Lord's own doing; and what He did He
did so blessedly, so sovereignly, so unexpectedly, and, at the same
time, so effectually, that His own deliverance was stamped with His
own hand as the Deliverer! Thus He secured to Himself the glory of
His own work.]
"Her strength being quite exhausted, she paused awhile, as she had
before repeatedly done, for it was with difficulty that she uttered her
words. Recovering herself a little, she added: 'PTec,ious JESUS I Yes,
my dew', He is PRECIOUS to them that believe, De ~bsed to be precious to
me, but neveT so precious as now / Oh, how I love Him / I love Him / I
love Him." -which words 'I LOVE HIM,' she repeated till she was
quite spent.
"After awhile she said: 'lIfy demo husband, you and I have had a long
time of tTouble .. we have son'owed together .. but. now we'll praise. Oh, help
me to praise and bless His holy name.' I am so weak, I cannot praise Him
now,. but I shall soon be Fee /Tom th'is pOOT body, and then I will pmise
Him for evC7', I shall meet in heaven with my eight children that aTe gone,. and
my Mm' husband with my five dear children that 1'emain [here she distinctly
mentioned the name of each surviving child] will, I believe, though Tich,
grace, be bTought to the heavenly world. Then you'll magnify the L01,d tcith
me.' Oh, then we will exalt His name together."
"I asked her when the Lord began to dispel her darkness and comfort her soul ~ She answered: ' Em'ly this morning. I could haTdly fm'bear
singing, "Come, ye sinners, poor and wretched,">:' &c., hut I suppressed my
joy, f01' I thought I had been such a poor sinful creature that I would say
nothing to anybody. But I could not f01'beaT any longer, The Lord told me
the vision was f01' an appointed time, that. at evening time it should be light,
and that the days of my mmwning should be ended, Many hund1'ed times
did these passages j'un in my mind.. yet I could not, I would not believe, but
now the days of my mouming ARE ended.' Here, checking herself, she
added: 'I should not say so.. I am yet in the body,. 1 know not how it may
be with me, but I believe the days of my mourning shall SOON be ended. Wlud
horrid thoughts have I had of the gTwt and good God.' Satan tempted me to
blaspheme,. yea, to cw'se God and all His people; but now I can say that I
love God, I love His ways, I love His people, I love my husband and child1'en
better than eVe?' I [lid, b1bt J'llY GOD I love above all, I soon shall be with
Him, and sing "VICTORY, VICTOIW, through the blood of the Lamb /" Oh,
precious blood.' divine blood / it cleanseth fTom all sin / '
"Asking her whether she would take anything, she replied: 'No; I
want nothing now I have my JESUS, I entreat you to go to bed;
I need nobody with me nOlV, for my JESUS is come, and He says, "I
WILL NEVER LEAVE THEE, NOR FORSAKE THEE,'"
After prayer and
praise, knowing that I had been much interrupted in the enjoyment of my natural rest., and fearing that I should take cold by
wakin~ with her, sh0 was very urgent upon me to go to bed, To satisfy
" Mr. !Inn', Hymnd, No. lOO,
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h t, J dill s , but could not sleep for ,joy.

I soon arosO to inquir h w
h did' which qu tion being asked, she answered: ' V/ry welt. M!J
J.AI/·tl i with me, but I (tm so weak that I cannot conver e.'
''rh n xt m rning a Christian friend came in, as usual, t inqllir
h \ h did.
informed her that such an one was below. ''1' Lt him,'
I~iu sit , 'to me up.' He did so.
On seeing him, she toot him. by th
)\Im(l and said, 'My dear friend, n,joice with me. lWy JESUS i om I l
am omjortabl now. Tell sister A lice [meaning his wifeJ to come a1ul ,qe
mr.; f£1Ul l t 1tS all 1'e,joice once more together.' Many Christian fri ncl
i iLl (l h 'I' that day, each of whom was filled with a joyful surpris , and
1\11' .Lt I ill n. manner which exceeds description. When speaking to tb ill
11· f"Nlll ntly said, 'Oh, how I love the people of God! I love you all
(Ill I do my own smtl.
Pray that I may have still more faith and patience.
J WIl t ale and wicked, but this God is my God for ever and ever, and
1/'ill b my G-uide even ttnto death.' To her children, then around her, sh
Ili(l: tI Ott have been good children to me. Ymt have behaved tenderly and
1(J Lt to me in all my troubles.
The Lord bless you yet more and more! He
Iw"q begun a good work in you, and He will finish it. He is a faithful
vll,. t?'Ust in Him and cleave to I1'im. Regard the advice of your dea1'
father, who, with ymt, has had much trouble:with me. T/wugh I am very weak, I
feel but little pain. The Lord, perhaps, may mise me up again to be a comfort
to ?PU, and a monument of His own mercy and faithfulness, that others may be
encouraged to trust in Him, for none need despair, seeing I have found
71W1·C7/.' "
THE CLOSING SCENES.-" VICTORY, VICTORY, THROUGH THE BLOOD

OF THE LAMB!"
"The following night she said very little: she often endeavoured to
spc;tk, but could not, being so weak as frequently to faint away. The
noxt morning she appearod as if she was just going to expire: but,
u ,j fig a little revived, said: 'They overcame him th1'ongh the blood of the
Lamb.' And, looking at me, added, 'My dear, let 1tS again once more
1Iu~rlnif!J the Lord togetheT.'
After united addresses at the divine throne,
sIll: ~aid, with a feeble voice: 'God is good: He has been good indeed to
me; even to poor, sinful me-a r(~itlifnl, covenant-keeping God. He will be
jilltwl of all His people, Not one of His shall cveT be lost. Jesus is able
la sm;e to the vcry uttermost.'
"That day she complained of being very sleepy and dull, and
repc:Ltedly said: 'I fear Satan seeks to gain an advanta,qe over me.
lVlutl a pom' sluggish creatnre I am, to sleep now when I should watch and
pm.!! and praise!' In the ovening she had a fine sleep. Awaking, she
sai.l: 'Blessed be God, I have had a sweet sleep indeed! 1 havc not had the
Li/~(! for scveral years!' She would fain have conversed, but her extreme
wO:Lkness prevented her saying much. Soon after she intimated that
her mind was a little beclouded, and said: 'I know not how it will be
'wilh me at last.' She seemed to be much troubled in spirit, frequently,
in a most affecting manner, saying: ' TVhat shall I do? Tf7hat shall I do ? '
alllling: 'Thongh He slcty me, I tv-ill trust in Him.' Two of our children,
whu were at a distance, being sent for, and coming home about ten
o'clock in the evening, she spake very affectionately to them,
corn mending them to the Lord; but not being able to express more
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than a word or two at a time without painful interruptions, she did
not say much. Yet, with elevated looks and fixed eyes, she repeatedly
said, with a feeble voice: 'Game, Lord Jesus, come quickly / Why tan'Y
the wheels of His chariot?'
"The scene being now too affecting for me, I let go her hands;
which at her request, had been closed in mine for several hours.
Seating myself on the other side of the chamber, she waved her
hand towards me, and seemed uneasy. I returned to her, and, eagerly
taking hold of my hand, she smiled, saying:' JltJeTCY - mercy ! Sweet-Jesus-mighty-to-save /-Found in Him-living-dying-judgment;' and thus breathed her last, about five o'clock on Saturday
morning, December 21, 1776."
'[Reader, what say you to the foregoing 1 What think you about
the goodness, and the mercy, and the love of that "faithful, covenantkeeping God," of whom the departed spake and in whom at length she
triumphed 1 Mark her words, and "she, being dead, yet speaketh."
"The Lord perhaps may mise me up again to be a comfort to you, and (~
monument of His own mercy and faithfulness, that others may be encouraged
to trust in Him " for none need despair, seeing I have found mercy." Oh,
sweet words! May the Lord make them powerful and precious to some
of His poor tried and tempted ones.
Oh, that the Holy Ghost may
cause them, by His own divine power and blessed sealing application,
to be a "word in season" to some of His drooping, doubting children.
We do feel it a sacred privilege to bring forth the precious testimony
afresh at this time.
M11,y it in very deed prove to be of the
Lord.-ED.]
ANOTHER CASE.
The same post that brought the proof sheets of the foregoing most
touching narrative, brought likewise the annexed letter. It speaks for
itself. It proves how ready Satan is to take advantage of bodily
ailments and physical maladies; but, as we intimated in our introductory
remarks upon the late beloved Mrs. HALL'S case, professors in general
are wont to speak of nervous temperaments, bodily afflictions, and
the like, as if the Lord had nothing to do with these matters in the
manifestations of His love and the exercise of His almighty power. A
greater mistake could not be. What, indeed, should we do without
the Lord, in times of pain and anguish, any more tban at other times
of trial and anxiety, let such trial or anxiety arise from whatever
:source or cause it may ~
Touching these bodily ailments, well do we remember a remark made
to us, many years ago, by a minister of the Gospel. It was to the
<effect that Job's deep exercises of sonl did not begin until Satan was
permitted to touch his bone and his flesh. This remark is well worthy
of due consideration, as bearing upon the matter of physical weakness
and bodily pain or infirmity.
With regard to the case of the writer of the annexed letter, upon
reading it, the Apostle Peter's words came forcibly to the mind,
"Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to
try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you: but rejoice,
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inasmuch as ye arc partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when His
glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy." The
writer is personally quite unknown to us, but we do rejoice in the
deliverance which the Lord was graciously pleased to vouchsafe to her.
We thank Go I for hm' testimony: "I now see in love I was chastened,
to show me my nothingness: there is nothing in the creature-no help in
man-all is of God.''' ·Within a few minutes of receiving her letter, at
our family reading, the last half of the sixth chapter of John fell in
due course, where we read: "It is the Spirit that quiekeneth: the flesh
p1'ofiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and
they arc life."
Yes, verily, blessed Lord, for Thou Thyself art the
Resurrection and the Life!
In proof of the absolute and entire dependence of the Lord's people
upon Himself, and in order that there should be abundant evidence
that there is no ground whatever for creature confidence or fleshly trust
in an arm of flesh, whether in a personal or a relative point of view,
we may just mention that the very minister to whom our correspondent
refers as having 'preached when she was so in the depths of spiritual
anguish, is the selfsame servant of God, of late so frequently referred
to in these pages as beiug at the present time so severely tried, in a
similar way to her whom he then personally sought to comfort. But
we are looking to the Lord to bring him forth in His own time and
way. We have been favoured with seasons of ardent and intense
wrestling at the merp.y-seat on his behalf; the result is a fervent hope,
and at times a blessed conviction, that the Lord will bring him forth
testifying, as the Psalmist did, "I waited patiently for the Lord, and
He heard my cry. He brought me up also out of an horrible pit,
out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock, and established
my goings. And He hath put a new song in my mouth, even praise
unto our God."
The Lord, of His great mercy, hasten it in His time.
But now here is the letter of which we have spoken:DEAR SIR,-I have read with deep interest the letter from "Out of the
Depths" in this month's GOSPEL MAGA.ZINE, and knowing the writer, daily
remember him before God, praying-, if it please Him, He may soon deliver
His servant from the soul tribulation he is now passing through. How much
I sympathize and mourn with him you will understand when I tell you that
five years ago I passed through a similar trial during a severe illness. The
enemy came to me with most powerful temptations and blasphemies, such as
" Curse God" and" Defy God," "You are lost, and it is too late." Thinking
this was the case, and feeling too weak and ill to resist or fight the enemy,
I yielded, and, oh, what depths I fell into for nearly six months! I scarcely
had any rest day or night, and for two years,. I think, almost hourly I had a
continuation of blasphemous thoughts sweeping across my soul. The anguish
and intense suffering I can scarcely describe. Not all the bodily pain I
ever endured put together an hundred times over could compare with it.
J~ut God heard my cries and helped me.
How fully could I enter into
David's wail of distress, "Thy wrath lieth hard upon me, and Thou hast
afllictec1 me with all Thy waves."
I now see in love I was chastened to show me my nothingness: there is
nothing in the creature, no help in man, all is of God! I pray He may bless
and deliver His now suffering child, and may he hy God's grace be enabled
to say, "Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him; " " God is love." He
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doth not willingly afflict the children of men, but "whom the Lord lovetb
He chasteneth."
Please pardon my troubling you with this letter, but I thought it might
cheer the suffering one to know that others have passed through the fire, and
the Lord has helped and delivered them. Sincerely hoping you are much
better, and that God may spare and bless you and yours for many years to
come,
Believe me, Dear Sir, yours most sincerely,
A READER OF TilE "GOSPEL MAGAZIKE."
Bristol, Octobel' Gth, 1870.
P.S.-A strange coincidence: Mr. S - - had been preaching at St. P--'s
one evening during the time I was so ill. I spoke to him as he passed down
the aiele going home, and told him how miserable and tried I was. He spoke
so kindly and cheeringly, telling me God would be sure to help me, and that
it was the enemy tempting me. I have thought so much of him since.

IN MEMORY OF MY MOTHER,
WHO DIED AUGUST

10, 1870,

AGED

GO

YEARS.

AT rest at last! Her wearied body lieth
In peaceful slumbers 'neath the lowly sod;
Her happy soul eternal Sabbath keepeth
In paradise, with Christ, her Saviour-God.
The morning dawned upon her pain and weakness;
The noon scarce o'er began the mortal strife;
Ere fell around the shadows of the evening,
She'd gained the land of everlasting life.
At rest at last! With Him, the "Man of Sorrows,"
Who ever smoothed her thorny path below,
Who is Himself the light of that fair countIy
Where beat no storms, where fall no shades of woe.
At rest at last! I would not selfish murmur,
Nor wish to call her from that white-robed throng;
To still the new-strung harp's melodious music,
To quench the victor's new thanksgiving song.
At rest at last! Fierce was the sudden anguish;
That o'er, so gently ceased the mortal breath;
Without a groan those love-lit eyes soft closedI did not think that holy calm was death.
Oh, mother dearest, dost thou still remember,
And love, and watch us from yon shining wa1l1
And wilt thou wait beside the gleaming gateway
When to Himself the Lord Ottr souls shall call?
In Jesus one, still loving, still united,
Not death itself can break that wondrous tie;
This blessed truth shall be my consolation
Till I behold thee in the home on high.
ISA.
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THE departure of two of our readers was mentioned on the cover
of our last number. The annexed letters furnish us with some particulars
of the closing scene. To see our venerable friend, Mr. POCOUK, as we last
saw him, none would have imagined that he had attained to so ripe an
age. ,Ve never remember to have met one with a more mellow spirit
than that possessed by our departed brother. Ho held the truth in all
its purity and power, but he had the docility and the gentleness of a
lamb! Wo presume that no portion of the sacred Vi ord would weigh
more with him than the commission, "Feed My lambs." ,VeIl do we
remember how he spoke, on one of our last interviews with him, of the
prayers of his old schoolmaster on behalf of the boys committed to his
charge. Inasmuch as he left school at an early age, some seventy-five
years must have intervened between those prayers and the grateful
mention of them by this venerable servant of God. How well may this
encourage anxious parents and godly teachers to " sow beside all waters."
Our dear friend's daughter-in-law thus writes of her now glorified
father : My DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,- You will readily under~tanc1 that the sad detail
entailed upon us by the irreparable loss of our dear old patriarch-a loss we
c(t1tnot yet measure-has left us little time to enter into particulars, even to
those valued friends like yourself, who will, we are sure, treasure up the
memory of his last days on earth.
He had been in good health and his usual happy spirit up to the very hour
when a fit of paralysis came upon him. He had even had his early breakfast
an hour before, and had enjoyed it--so quickly did the Master send the
11l. ssenger that was to take him home.
For a few hours he suffered pain
and convulsion, but regained speech to bless his youngest son in Christ Jesus,
aliI.] to say he knew the last was come.
Two of his sons did not reach him
t.ill. night, as they were away from home, but he knew them, and responded
to t.heir voices. Asked if he were peaceful, he said, "Happy!" and softly
skpt away, not into death, but into life-life eternal. Vole miss and mourn
hilll-Ehall do so more as the days pass-but our grief is softened by the
f;Let that he was" a shock of corn fully ripe," and that he was ready for the
g:lrnt'r.

With a chastened grief we remember that he was full of years, and that
throughout a long life he was ready for word and work in his Master's
s"1'vice, and that it was his highcst pleasure to be a faithful steward of that
\\"hieh God had helped him to gather. He did not care to have his name
cl1l'ollcd on lists of charity. He most loved to give regular help to those many
1""'1' and distressed cases that could not help themselves.
1 was always asking his aid for some poor soul or other among my mothers'
m""liug, and his last act to me was to write a little note, and enclose a
g<lvereign to help a poor family with arrears of rent. The note said how gladly
Jl" n·sponded to my reqnest. His lifelong interest in all that concerned the
Prutestant Blind Society, for which you too labour, you need not to be told of.
JI is life from childhood was one striking illustration of God's words, "Those
wh" honour Me, I will honour." The richest inheritance he has left to his
children and his children's children is the memory of a. long life spent in the
W,tys of righteousness, and crowned with God's blessing.

626

The Gospel Magazine.

He was a great student of the Bible, and conld repeat, I think, scores, at
least, of hymns. His mind and spirit were fresh and youthful, so that, in spite
of his deafness, it was always a pleasure to talk to him. His great age made
many of his personal recollections like a living page of history, and his speech
was always" seasoned with salt." All our memories of him are h,tppy, and
we rejoice to know that he has" fought a good light amI finished his course,"
and now is in the presence of that Saviour he luved so much and trusted so
fully.
With the united regards of my husband and myself, and thanking you for
your affectionate memorial notice of our dear father,
I remain, faithfully yours,
October 2nd, 1879.
E. Poco

MR. JAMES HAY,
To whose removal wc likewise briefly alluded in our last number, had
Il.rrived at a goodly age. According to the mourning card, he had numbered sixty-four years in this vale of tears. From the annexed letters we
glean some particulars of his last hours. Although his sudden removal
must indeed have been a shock to those whom he left behind, yet how
blessed-we had nearly said, how enviable-that sudden removal, as
far as he himself was concerned! No long, wasting, wearing disease.
No weary nights, no dreary days. No gradual, perceptible decay, in
which the spirit droops, and the heart is desolate and sad, as far as
this world and its claims are considered; but a speedy summons and a
hasty flight! Speaking of a certain frail one, it was said that, during
her pilgrimage, she had died a thousand deaths! Others are the
subjects of unutterable anxiety in anticipation of the last struggle.
Hence, when the Lord is pleased to cut short His work, and to take
His servants home with little or nothing of the sickness, suffering, and
suspense with which the dissolution of the body is so commonly
attended, how great is the favour! Survivor:;; would do well to
endeavour to forget their own personal sorrow by reflecting upon
what their departed ones have been spared, if thus suddenly called
home! From the annexed it will be seen that this sweet privilege
Under date October 9th, his bereaved
was granted to Mr. HAY.
one writes:The enclosed letter came to hand last month, but too late for the
Magazine. It is from one of my dear husband's oldest friends. If you think
it suitable for insertion, please put it in, also the verses my dear daughter
has copied. I need not tell you how m'eatly we are feeling our loss-daily
and hourly it seems more crushing. God only can sustain us. He has so
far; and will He leave us, His weak ones, in trouble to sink 1 May He grant
submission to His will, and enable us to "be st.ill, and know that He is
God" under this heartrendillg trial. God llas seen a "needs-be" in His
inscrutable providence to remove the light from our dwelling and the desire
of our eyes at a stroke. Words are too weak to express our irreparable loss.
God only knows how vel'y deal' our beloved departed one was to us. He was
indeed a mest tender, affectionate, and devoted husband and father, and
faithful friend. His loving memory will be enshrined in many hearts besides
his bereaved and sorrowing family. We were in the South all last winter,
from the August previous, and only returned home in May. My beloved
husband was mnch favoured while in London and Sussex under the ministrations of God's sent servants, and also greatly enjoyed the communion of
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saints. These things were his heart's delight. Earth had no charms for him
apart from God and godliness. Like Enoch, he "walked with God, and was
not, for God took him." We know our loss is his gain, and this is our great
consolation; and may we be made meet to join our dear departed one in that
holy, happy place where parting is not known. My beloved husband had
not been very well lately, but nothing serious was in the least apprehended,
as it seemed only, as we thought then, a temporary derangement, but fear
now there had heen something internal going on wrong. 'fhe doctor saw
him the same dny he was taken so suddenly from us, and did not even
then consider there was anything serious the matter.
Though feeling very
weak and poorly, and much pain in his head, which was thought to proceed
from neuralgia, our precious one was up, and had only been left a few
minutes to go to his dressing-room on leaving his study, where he had been
lying down, and felt somewhat better and relieved after a little sleep. On
one of my dear daughters rapping at his door to inquire if she could help
him, or if he wanted anything, she received no answer; and, on gently
opening the door, what were her agonized feelings to behold our dear, precious
one lying as if fainting '/ She called for help, which was soon with her. The
doctor at that moment providentially called. He rushed upstairs, but, as soon
as he saw him, said he could do nothing. Life was gone!
Oh, that heart-rending moment! God alone could have supported and
preserved reason.
Your kind heart will, I know, feel deeply for us.
Let
me, my dear sir, beg an interest in your prayers for the widow and fatherless. The dear girls are almost crushed under the weight of their sudden
and first sad bereavement. I have no son, but three dear daughters. God
hath dealt kindly with the dead in sparing his affectionate heart the pain of
parting from tLS. Perhaps God said he could not bear this pang, so has
taken him first. It is hard to say, "Thy will be done," under such a sore trial,
but we know God can enable the crushed ones to say this, and we trust, in
His own good time and way, He will. "Ve were spared together for thirtyfive years happily united, both Rpiritually and naturally. I could always
look up to my beloved husband in everything, and felt I was safe under
his guidance and care. Now the bruised reed is left alone in the wilderness
to face the cold world without the support of that loved one who was our
life!and stay.
How little did my dear daughter think, when copying those
verses'X< to send to you for the Magazine, and her beloved father then beside
her, that, when she saw them in print, that dear precious one would have
been snatched away from her and laid in the silent grave! Oh, my dear sir,
how wisely the future is hid from us! God does indeed "move in a
mysterious way." May" crosses from His sovereign hand prove blessings
in disguise."
You know my dear husband often enjoyed reading the GOSPEL MAGAZINE,
having written sometimes and told you so; and I have read and loved it
many years, even in my girlhood days, and one time in particular, when you
were under that heavy trial and bereavement in the loss of your dear partner
and children, that piece relating to it was the means, in God's hand, of
delivering me in a great measure from a heavy trial I was then under, giving
me to see and feel how much greater your trouble was than mine, so that
it was made a blessing, and humbled me before the Lord. This, I think, was
in the year 1842.
I hope God has ere this raised you 11p again to your usual health, and
enabled you to go forth in your loved employ in His vineyard to proclaim
His truth faithfully and fearlessly in these solemn times. When there is such
a turning ".side from the sterling truths of the Bible, and when the love of
many waxes cold, it is no sIuaU mercy to be kept steadfast in the truth,
and this is what my beloved husband was in no small degree.
• "And She Answered, It is Well."
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The annexed is the letter referred to in the foregoing extract:My DEAR COUSIN,-The loss you have sustained is so great that only the
good hand of our covenant God can sustain you; but I trust you will be
enabled to say, "The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be
the name of the Lord." You have the same good and glorious hope that
carried the patriarch through his trials, nor is there any long separation
between our friends who sleep in Jesus.
When I reflect on the decease of your good husband, I am constrained to
say, " A great man is fallen in Israel." My long friendship with him, almost
as long as your own, was un alloyed by any bitterness or strife, for his heart
was truly one of the most loving, tender, and generous ever possessed by
any Christian man-indeed, his whole character was admirable, and he adorned
the Gospel and doctrines he professed. Many will miss this good man, who
united the love of a J olm with the zeal of a Paul and the hospitality of a
Gaius. Perhaps Ule most shining trait in your late husband was his firm,
unflinching, n.nd uncompromising stand for sound truth. He could not bear
false or even undecided preachers; and, whilst free from all party bigotry, he
willingly took the loss of many friendships and the coldness of rich relations rather than give up a jot or tittle of the good old Puritan truths and
practice.
Mr. HAY suffered no difrerence on minor points to divide him from the
elect people of God. His warm grasp of friendship was given to Independents, to Baptists, or to Episcopalians, provided they were sound in
cardinal doctrines and consistent in their Christian walk. Whether it were
his beloved friend and pastor, Mr. Turner, of Sunderland, whom he so
faithfully served for many years as deacon, or my revered pastor, George
Abrahams-whether the worthy Baptist, Kershaw, or the Independent, Joseph
Irons-he was a friend of all sound and faithful men who preached the
truth in love. Not only was his kindly heart open to all such champions
of truth, but he was a liberal supporter of the cause of God and the poor
wherever he went, and was never ashamed of the poor, despised people of
God. I have no doubt many to whom he read and with whom he prayed
in Sunderland, both during Mr. Turner's life and since his decease, will be
his loved companions and perhaps his glory and crown in the heavenly
assembly of the Church of the First-born.
The despised body called Huntingtonians have, in my friend's departure,
suffered a heavy loss; for, in whatever Church he worshipped, his honest face
and warm greeting, with his hearty friendliness, brought an amount of revival
that was truly refreshing.
To us in London, where we were expecting
you all to remove shortly, the blow is heavy, the disappointment great, that
we shall see his face no more; but, having the same good hope our friend
had in such a blessed and settled degree, may we look forward to the time,
which will not be long, when-oh, joyful re-union !-we shall meet him in
that happy land where parting is unknown, and pain, sorrow, or sin cannot
enter.
Until then, my dear cousin, may you and your daughters prove Israel's
God to be "the Husband of the widow and the Father of the fatherless."
So prays,
Yours very afrectiollately,
~ London, Sept. 21st, 1879.
C. W. HOOPER.

IN MEMORIAM.
GONE home to rest, his life-work nobly done,
The toil all ended and the haven won!
Gone home to rest, where care and trouble cease,
And Christ's beloved sleep in pel'ject J.".eace.
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Not dead, still living, nearer God than we,
Knowing deep thiugs which we but dimly see;
And reaping in God's peace the full reward
Of that true life he lived in Christ his Lord.
All the good seed he hath in secret sown
Of kindly deeds, to all but God unknown,
Now bear rich fruit, and yield a harvest bright,
Where moth can never mar nor storm-cloud blight.
The Master called him, who doth all thiugs well ;
" The Lord hath need of him;" we may not tell
What changeless joy is his; we can but pray"Lord, give us grace, in this our life's brief da.y,
To live to Thee, as did Thy servant dear,
Who hath departed in Thy faith and fear;
To live to Thee, our Saviour and our Friend,
Aud on Thy love in life and death depend."

Y. S. N.

"OUT

OF

THE

DEPTHS."

"YE duly received the letter addressed to the writer of that which
appeared in our last number, under the above heading, and forwarded it
to a correspondent who thought she knew the writer. In this, however,
she was mistaken, and, therefore, the letter has been returned to us. As it
came in the first instance open, and evidently was intended for our
OIvn perusal, we have resolved upon inserting it, believing, as we do, then are
many of the Lord's childnn at the present time in the same deep waters. Hence
we insert this communication with the hope that the Holy Ghost may be
pleased to make it a "word in season" to the writer of the piece" Out
of the Depths," and to others who may be in like circumstances. Such
tried and troubled ones may rest assured (whatever Satan and their own
unbelieving hearts may say to the contrary) that the Lord is giving the
very same challenge now that He did in the prophet's day, " Is THERE
ANY THING TOO HARD FOR ME?" (3er. xxxii. 27.)
\Ve know one that, in the depths of bitterest anguish, read that chapter
nine-and-thirty years ago, when it appeared to him, in his then position,
that it was even beyo1lcl the POWe?' of God Himself to ratify and confirm the
fact stated in the seventeenth verse, "THEHE IS NOTHING TOO HAlW FOR
TIIEE." Nine years before that, that selfsame tempted, tried, and harassed
onc wrote as follows, under date Tuesday, October 18, 1831 :A more bitter day than this I think I never passed. It seems, if ever I reCOver
my wonted spirits, that I shall never forget the conflict which 1 have this' day
endureJ. Satan has indeed" come in like a flood," and I thought must have completely ovenvhelmed me. Oh, what anguish has my soul been in, and no wa,y of
deliverance appears before me. It seems impossible that my spirits will ever revive.
I have been ready to give up all for lost; and Satan has been tempting me to sclf.
destruction. The heavens appear like brass-only a little hope left! My way is
completely hedged in, and I look forward to the coming day with dread, lest I should
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have a continuance of these trying exercises. Life has seemed this day a burden, and
I could fain have wished, under the dreadful attacks of the enemy, that I had never
been born. Oh, the rebellion of my heart! the hard thoughts of GlId! Jf f am saved,
it must indeed be by rich, free, sovereign, and unmerited grace. 0 Go,l, be merciful
unto me, and reward me not according to what I deserve; but, in the mi,bt of dcserved
jndgment, oh, remember mercy! Dispel the darkness which oversha,lows my path;
revive my drooping spirits; invigorate my dying faith; and give me to Hnd that
sweetne3s-that holy delight-in Thy ways which I have experienectl in days that
are past. Look upon me, dear Jesus; and, when the enemy comes in like a [lood, let
Thy Spirit lift up a staudard against him. Leave me not to his fnri8us attack•. Fight
Thou the battle for me. Take me beneath the shadow of Thy wing, and protect me
from the enemy, lest he should overpower me. Speak pardon anll pe:l.ce to my soul,
and bid the t ..mpter flee. Let no sin lie dormant within me; but show me more and
more the hidden evils of my heart. Let me have no false hop.e-no faloe refuge. Let
my hope-my only hope-be in Thy precious blood and spotless righteousness. vVash
me in it, and I shall be clean; clothe me in it, and I shall appear before Thee without
spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing."

Does some poor, sorrowful, suffering, all-but-despairing soul ask, "And
was that tried and tempted one delivered, after all ?" Yes, blessed be
the ever-adorable name of the one Triune Jehovah, Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost, of His covenant love, through His forbearing mercy, in His
matchless longsuffering, and of His own omnipotent power, that then
all-but-distracted one was delivered, and lives here to record the fact
that" THERE IS NOTHING TOO HARD FOR THE LORD."
Here is another record, under date Thursday morning, April 4th,
1833:-

o God, do Thou forgive the sin and rebellion of which I have been the subject,
for unto Thee alone can I look for pardon and sanctification, it being against Thee,
and Thee only, that I have sinned! Oh, with what distress and agony of mind have
I awoke this morning! I know not what to do. My soul is so bowed down, that it
seems I shall never again be the subject of that sweet heavenly peace, that composure of spirit, that quietude of mind, of which in bygone days I have been the
partaker. Such a body of sin as I possess it seems impossible ever to overcome;
and, though I do not question the power of God, yet I much doubt His willingness to
bring me off more than conqueror; for I am s'lch a self-willed, rebellious, ungrateful
wretch, thnt I am more fit for the ?"egions of the damned than fm" the company of
heaven whilst in such a state and condition as I am now! Oh, where will all end?
I am the subject of almost a thousand fears about it! Oh, that I could, with the
Psalmist, a<Taiu " look to the hills from whence cometh my help; for my help only
can come f~um the Lord; the Lord who hath made heaven and earth." But, alas!
the heaveR' seem like brass, and I can gain no access at His footstool. All seems
to say, "Thou art a l'ebe.~lious, ungra.teful son; and ~Y favour is ?nly abused
when lavished upon thee. Thou art blmd to thy merCIes, and msensIhle of, and
ungrateful for, the innumerable favours which thou art constantly receiving at My
ha.nds." Oh, that it ware otherwise! Oh, that I could be moulded into a sweet
submissive frame! Oh, that I could be brought more out of self, and from looking to
and upon self, to look to JESU~, a.s my .Rii1hteousn~ss, Surety, and Covenant ~ead-as
my All and in all. I would hve upon HJnl by faIth, and walk before H,m m love;
and would ever receive with a grateful heart the favours and blessings which He is
constantly showering down upon me in such abundance. Oh, this day! My heart
quite recoils from it, lest I should again he the suhject of such )·ebellion. I believe
a child never was so much the subject of it as I am. It seems almost impossible
tha.t such can be the case; therefore, if I am saved, I shall be the greate.t monument
of rich, free, and sovereign grace!
.
" I would, but ~annot, sing;
I would, but caunot, pray;
For Satan tempts me when I try,
And frights my soul away.

" I would, but can't, repent,
Though I endeavour oft;
This stony heart can ne'er relent
Till Jesus makes it soft.

Tlte Gospel 1I1agazi1le.
" Oh, could I but believe,
All things would easy be ;
I would, but cannot; Lord, relieve!
My help must come from Thee! "

Evening.-Oh, what a day this has .been-if possible, worse than yesterday! I
have been full of everythiug that is evil, and have seemed almost overwhelmed.
] [ad I been left to myself, to follow my own plans, or .to carry into effect my own
resolutions I am sure I should have taken steps wInch I should ever afterwards
deplore, or' else shoulu have laid viole.nt hanus upon myself. A cessation of these
fears and anxieties has seemed ImpossIble.

We :1fO quite prepared for the reception that these extracts will
meet at the hand of .the mere formal professor; but for this we care
nothing, if so be the Loru the Spirit is but. pleased to cause them to
minister to the burdened heart, troubled conSCIence, and all-but-despairinO"
condition of some of His loved ones who are now passing through th~
depths, and bronght feeliugly to experience the "trial of faith,"
"thouO"h it be tried with fire," of which the once tried and tempted
Apost1~ speaks: "Beloved," said he, "think it not strange concerninO"
the fiery trial which is to..try.you, as though some strange thin~
happened unto you: but reJOIce, masmuch as ye are partakers of Ohrist'l'\
sufferings; that, when His glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also
with exceeding joy."
Oh, how such now tried and tempted ones will rejoice by-and-bye, as
we do at this moment, for all the Lord was graciously pleased to teach
in and by those fiery trials! Oh, what should we have known of the
depths of the riches of His grace-of His astounding love-of His
marvellous forbearance-of His amazing long-snffering-of His divine
faithfulness :tnd immutability-and of His omnipotent power-but for
those very trials ~ We bless Him, we praise Him, we adore Him for
every inch of the pathway, for every crook and every cross we have
ever been called to bear, for every enemy wc have had to confront,
for every assault of the great adversary.
And yet, as the Lord well knows, we wore never weaker, nor more
helpless, nor timid, nor poor and needy, than now ! We never fled to
the" blood that cleanseth from all sin," to the righteousness that Covers
our poor naked souls, more frequently nor fervently than now! "Ve
never cried, "God, be merciful to me, a sinner!" more sincerely and
ardently and importunately than now! In a word, we never felt so
little able to do without Jesus as now!
TIut we had not the least thought of writing in this strain when WI:'
took up our pen to introduce the annexed letters:To the lVi'ite!' of " Out of the Depths."
DEAR FELLOW-SUFFERER,-I cannot refrain from telling you that at least
one of the readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE has been moved by your cry
from "Out of the Depths." Strangely enough, your letter is, uo!·d for 1vord
such an one as I have for many years thought of writing in my desperatiOl;.
of suffcring; but I have been deterred by the weary, heartsick feelino- that
no one would nully believe or enter. into my sore need, so I have go';;e on
existing-life it cannot be called, whilst God thus makes Rimse.lf strano-e to
His own crying, clinging child-His Word but a mockery, His promi~es
His personal, burnt-in promises-apparently a failure! 'With such experi-
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ences of my own, you will not wonder that I do deeply sympathise with you,
and earnestly plead that He whom we serve will own and comfort us by His
speedily-manifested deliverance.
Often as I have been disappointed in my hopes of relief, I do yet cling to
the belief that He will, ere long, turn and show mercy upon us, and open
our mouths to show forth His praises. As the good old Knox said, "How
can we praise Him whose goodness [and truth] and mercy we know not 1
And how can we know unless we receive, and sometime have experience 1"
Trusting that I may soon hear of some opening in your dark cloud, and
begging for your petitions on my behalf,
I remain, yours faithfully in Christ,

Lancaster, October 8th, 1879.

E. R.

[ANOTHER LETTER.]
DEAR SIR,-The case of one who wrote in the October number of the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE, "Out of the Depths," has been much on my mind since
I read the touching appeal. This must be my only excuse for writing. The
desire to do so has been irresifitible, although I shrink from publicity.
Only those who have wrestled with a trial of faith and a seeminglyunanswered prayer, while the heavens seem as brass, can realize the
intensity of sttch grief and despair. Those too who can record th.. unvarying faithfulness of our King are those whom He has delivered in 'he time
of their greatest need. At the present, when I realize the dread ( f n, difficulty now before me, and likely to influence my whole future ca; ~er, my
chief comfort is in those precious lines" His love in time past forbids me to think
He'll leave me at last in trouble to sink;
Each sweet Ebenezer I have in review
Confirms His good pleasure to bring me quite through."
Trusting that you arA restored to health, believe me, with every desire for
a blessing to rest on you and your labours,
Yours sincerely,

Hants.

E. B.
"WAIT

O~

THE LORD."

ALTHOUGH you and your case are personally unknown to me, the ani;uish
of your despair melted me, and caused a cry on your behalf that the Mighty
One would, in His own time and way, "arise, help, and deliver you."
Whether the trial is mental or bodily, spirituiLl or temporal, I know not,
but the Master does, and fear not, He will give the suited strength for thy
great need, or remove the trial.
Was it not in "the fourth watch of the night" that the Master came to
His beloved disciples, in the darkest hour, in their greatest, deepest distress 1
It seemed impossible that He should come to help them, for they took the
ship and left Him alone (John vi. 15, 16). Yet storm, wind, and sen, could
not keep Him from His beloved ones. (Two feet on the water represented
impossibility, in the ancient picture writing.) They saw Him not, but" He saw
them toiling in rowing" (Mark vi. 48).
You say, " The burden gets heavier each day; " but still" He knows our
frame; He remembereth that we are dust" (Psalm ciii. 14). The Man of
Sorrows" wn,s in all points tempted like as we are" (Heb. iv. 15). "In all
their afHiction He was afflicted" (Isa. lxiii. 9). He realized our greatest sorrow,
even soul desertion, so that His anguish found vent in that heart.rending cry,
" My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me 1 "(Mark xv. :14.)
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Speaking the other day to a dear deeply-afflicted one of his intense suffering
and wonderful patience, he wrote: "Whatever a Christian's experience may
be, he will always meet with a similar case of some one in the Word of God."
Oh, may the Lord Jehovah comfort you, and so fill you with Himself that
all else may be left to Him who is" Too wise to be unjust,
Too good to be unkind."
Not one sparrow falls without His permission. "His st1'ength is made perfect
in [otwl weakness,') and His own word of unfailing promise is, "I will nevel'
leave thee, nor forsake thee" (Josh. i. 5; Heb. xiii. 5). Not one child of
His love can suffer in "mind, body, or estate," except for its good. His
time of help too is always the best, so, "though it tarry, wait for it ; because
it will surely come, it will not tarry" (Hab. ii, 3). " Rest in the Lord, wait
patiently for Him, and He shall give thee thy heart's desire;" or, as Luther
has it, "Be silent before Him, and let Him mould thee" (Psa. xxxvii. 7).
My words seem weak in comparison with the intense desire I have to help
you; but may they be winged words of comfort to your weary heart-a
message from the King! May He bring you "out of the depths," to realize
that He shall" redeem [His] Israel out of all his troubles" (Psa. xxv. 22), is
the sincere desire of .
A LEAltNER.

"ABBA, FATHER!"
ART Thou my Father? let me bear
Thy features, everyone;
And, though I Illust Thy sorrows share,
Thy will, not mine, be done.

Briers and pits and snares abound,
And stones lie in the way ;
But if with Thee I'm ever found,
I shall not go astray.

Abba! dost Thou acknowledge meUnholy, worthless, weak?
Then teach Thy child to walk with
Thee,
And Thine own language speak.

Abba! still train Thy little child;
Let me obedient be ;
Make me in temper meek and mild,
Thus imitating Thee.

Abba! then seal my glorious claim;
My interests blend with Thine;
I covet not earth's noblest name,
Possessing the divine.

And, Abba! when I've learnt the task
Thou here art teaching me,
(Oh, grant the prayer which now I
ask !)
Call me to dwell with Thee.

Abba! dear Abba! take my hand,
For oh, I stumble much!
The way some do not understand,
And I am one of such.

And, when at home beyond the sky,
I'll nestle in Thy breast,
And ALWAYS" Abba, Father! " cryThe name I love the best.

Cnnli(f.

J. P. C.

TJTEltE could not be salvation in any other name but that of Jesns,
hCC[LUSe no other ever had interest enough to atone for us, power
sufTiciollt to conqueJ: our <'nemies and the enmity of our hearts, love
ellollgll to dje in our stead, gmce enough to forgive all our sins, riches
enough to pay all our debts, :lnd wisdom sufficient to bring us through
all OUT difficulties.
yy
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THE FREE CHURCH OF ENGLAND.
[THE annexed circular has just been issued by those interested in this
Important movement. Upon our recent visit to Southsea, we had
repeated and most refreshing conversations' with Mr. GARTHORNE, the
organising secretary. His own personal history, and the dealings of
God with him, are of a remarkable character; and we conceive him to
be eminently qualified for the work to which he is called. Contemplating the fearful inroads which Popery (under the guise of Ritualism)
is making through the length and breadth of the land, we see no
other way in which the present state of things is to be met, unless
there be an absolute withdrawal from the Church of England altogether.
This we should greatly deplore, especially with the fact patent to every
oonsiderate mind that as yet no movement has been made to put a
stop to that freedom of utterance and independence of action which
real lovers of the truth as it is in Jesus are permitted to realize and
enjoy in their several spheres of labour within the Establishment. After
an experience of more than thirty years, we can speak with no small
amount of certainty upon this point. We question if any labouring outside
the pale of the Church for a similar period can speak in anything like
similar terms as to their experience of freedom. Hence, whilst this
freedom remains unmolested, and we can speak and act according to the
dictateJs of our own conscience, and that in perfect consistency with
the principles of the Church of England, we have not the least inclination to secede; but once let that freedom be assailed, and interference
or restrictions be enforced, whereby we should be no longer allowed to
speak and act in accordance with what we believe to be the truth of
God and the teaching of the Holy Ghost-let, we say, such a crisis come,
and the Church of England should not retain our humble services
another day! But, as implied in the annexed circular, where such a
state of things exists as that the inhabitants of parishes, if they want
to attend church at all, must be compelled to submit to practices in
direct opposition to their own matured principles and Scriptural belief,
we see, as we have already stated, no other course open to them but
such as is here submitted, unless they secede from the Establishment
altogether.
Under these circumstances, and confining ourselves to such parishes
as those which are invaded by Papists in Protestant pay, we cannot
but wish the movement God speed !-ED.]
THE FREE CHURCH OF ENGLAND.
SPECIAL FUND FOR OPENING AND SUSTAINING NEW PLACES.
Ott?' WO'rk.-Our work is not to compete with the Protestant clergy
of the Established Church, nor with other Christian denominations, but
to go into those parishes where the clergy are leading the people to
Rome, or where they are exercising an undue authority over the laity,
~nd keeping them. from assisting in the work of the Church j parishes
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Com1n,ittee Rooms,

PROVIDENTIAL ESCAPES.
ONE of our Sunday-school children had a narrow escape this year. Our
scllool went for their summer trip to Lochmaben, in Dumfries-shire.
The morning was very wet, but the afternoon was tolerably fine, and,
after partaking of their midday meal in the Town Hall, which was
kindly placed by the townspeople at our disposal, the children went to
some neighbouring grounds, and played around the ruins of an old
castle, celebrated in the history of King Robert Bruce. Whilst thus
engaged, suddenly a fall of stones took place from the top of one of the
old arches; no one could give any reason for their fall, except it inight
be that the heary rain which had fallen in the morning (and, indeed,
in the greater part of this wet summer) had in some way loosened them.
Providentially, only one child happened to be underneath, a boy of
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twelve years of age, named WaIter E--; but the stonos fell violently
upon him, he was thrown to the ground, and picked up insensible, and
to all appearance dead. The teachers and children were filled with
consternation, and they bore him sadly to the house of a neighbouring
doctor; but, to their great joy, by the aid of restoratives, he was
restored to consciousness, and it was found that, although much shaken
and bruised, he was not seriously injured. He was carefully conveyed
during the evening to his home, and since then he has completely
recovered.
This incident led to our being told of another escape which occurred
to the same boy about two years ago. His mother went to lodge, with
him and her other children, at a cottage in Scotland. The cottage was
situated close to a railway crossing, of which the inmates had charge;
and their windows were so placed that they could look up and down
the line for a considerable distance. They were, of course, accustomed
to watch the trains as they passed by, and sometimes they exchanged
greetings with friendly engine-drivers. The situation of the cottage
was extremely lonely, so that even the postman was not accustomed to
call at it, any letters for the family being left at a house further down
the line. One day Walter's mother expected a letter from her husband,
and told him to fetch it. The weather was wet and stormy, but she
thought that if he had an mnbrella and was wrapped up well, he would
take no harm; she cautioned him, however, on no account to walk
along the line, but to keep on the side banks. The little fellow started
on his way, and the mother was busy in a back room of the house,
when suddenly the thought occurred to her that the boy had been a
long time gone; so she asked the mistress of the house to look out
at the side windows to see whether anything could be seen of him.
The woman did so; but what was her horror, as she looked down the
line, to sec the boy walking, not on the side banks, but between the
rails, and as he was struggling against wind and rain, he was holding
his umbrella so completely in front of him, that he could not see
anything approaching-and there !-as she instinctively turned to look
out of the other window-there was a train coming along at full speed,
right down upon the rails between which he was walking! It was almost
certain that he would not hear it, because of the noise of the wind;
and probably he would not see it until it was actually upon him. What
was to be done 1 Quick as thought, she rushed out of the house, stood
by the side of the line, and as the train dashed by, lifted up her arms
and pointed towards the boy. Providentially, the engine-driver observed
her, looked ahead, saw the boy's peril, and loudly blew his whistle; the
boy heard it, and sprang on one side just in time.
Was not this a narrow escape 1 Another moment or two, and the
lad would have been dashed to pieces. Had the mother not thought of
him just at the time at which she did, had the mistress of the cottage
delayed to fulfil the mother's request, had she lacked the presence of
mind which led her to run out and signal the engine-driver, or had
the latteI:. not been on the look out, the boy's fate would have been
sealed.
No, doubt the boy's danger arose from his disobedience. His mother
distinctly charged him to keep to the railway banks, and, if he had

The Gospel M agazz"1le.

637

obeyed her, he would have been free from danger. He said, when his
mother expostulatel] with him, that he found the banks so wet that he
thought it better to walk on the line. Remember, yOll dear children
who read this account, that it is better to obey your parents than to
follow your own opinion. Obeying your parents may sometimes bring
you into difficulty or discomfort, but it is far better to put up with this,
than to attempt to disobey them.
Yes, this was a narrow escape, and we may perhaps feel startled as
we hear of it j yet how often may equally narrow escapes occur to
A false step, a
ours lve, whilst wc are utterly unconscious of them.
sudd n fall, a spark of fire, poisoned air or poisoned food, an unsound
railway tire, a stone fallen on the line, a restive horse, or a hundred
such-liko things may happen, and then there may be but a step betwixt
us and death-a hair's breadth, as it were, between us and eternity.
How important to be always ready! How sweet to be able to think of
death as the gate of a glorious life! to know whom we have believed,
:.md to trust in His holy keeping.
I wonder what the futme will be of the dear boy whose history I
have in part here recorded. We have read of distinguished men, whose
lives were preserved in a marvellous way when they were young;
whether he will be distinguished or not, I cannot prophesy; but I
hope that the recollection of God's preserving care will fill his young
heart with gratitude, and lead him to be His faithful servant for ever.
D. A. DOUDNEY, Jun.
THE TESTIMONY OF A BELOVED BISHOP.
My DEAR OLD FlUENu,-I cannot express how I value myoId
Christian friends, and the more so becanse there arc so few remaining.
It is one of the tria,ls of old age that we are left so alone in this
world. And yet wc are llot alone; the best. Friend never leaves us,
never forsakes us, :1lld He says, "Look unto Me, and I will refresh you."
He refreshed me by your letter, realizing to me one" kept by the power
of God through faith unto salvation." You write as if you were
disappointed at not enjoying the serenity you expected in old age.
You are pained by the view of your deficiences and shortcomings,
and it is well that it should be so when you look back and look in;
but we have other more elevating prospects to enjoy.
I remember reading in one of the old fathers that he found one
look up do him more good and humbled him more than twenty looks
backward and inward. If our bodily health requires that we should take
medicine, and at times very ill-tasted medicine, we have food to
take, both palatable and healthful. To feed on Him who has revealed
Himself as the bread of life is truly blessed; and the more we are
cut down by the sight of om spiritual deficiences, so much the more
necessity for that bread on which whosoever feeds he shall never hunger
and never thirst. I must give you a couple of verses that I particularly
value"Just as I am, without one plea,
But that Thy blood was shed for me,
And tllltt Thou bidst me come to Thee,
o Lamb of God, I come!
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"Just as I am, and waiting not
To cleanse my soul from one dark blot,
To Thee, whose blood can cleanse each spot,
o Lamb of God, I come! "

The great subjects for our constant thoughts are-sin and salvation.
If we think only of sin, we do not listen to Jesus, who has said,
" Lift up your heads; your redemption is drawing nigh." If we thought
of salvation, and forgot our sin, we should have a wrong conception of
all we owe Christ. When we reach the hoavenly country, into which
we shall not bring sin, we shall still see the use of the dark ground
in the picture. in order to bring out more visibly the light. The
idea that is most happily present to my own mind, and which I
desire to realize daily and hourly, is, that beyond the river Jordan is
my home I I wish to feel as if in a passage boat returning home. I
could not think of remaining in the boat; it does its part when it
brings me home. "It is better to depart and be with Christ."
I am, your affectionate friend,
ROBEItTCAsHEL.
[We should very much like to know how many upon the bench now
could or would subscribe to the eternal veri ties contained in this
experimental letter of the late much-beloved Bishop Daly.]
A WORD OF COUNSEL.
WHEN I first saw you last March, I felt much encouraged to hope
that, weak, feeble, and confounded as you feel yourself to be, the Lord's
eye of mercy is upon you; and sure I am that, if He has broken
your heart, He will one day most graciously heal it. At my second
visit, I was disappointed to find that you did not keep to the spiritual
point in conversing with me. I am sure I did not come to talk about
the Establishment, or Dissent, but that you and I might describe our
fears and hopes-how we had cried to the Lord III our troubles, and
how He had come in by His Spirit and given us some light and instruction in His holy Word, enabling us to feed upon it, and, above
all, making" Jesus Christ, and Him crucified," more precious to our
souls.
I know it will prove a great blessing to you all day long, in the very midst
of yom weakness, pain, and grief, to cry more and more for a clear dis·
covery of His mercy to you. This will edify your soul, and also keep you
from going wrong, and fi'om embmcing error. The Lord will thus enable
you to cleave in affection to those who have the longing of heart after
Jesus Christ; and whether, like good Mr. Romaine, they belong to the
Church, or, like good John Bunyan, they are out of the Church, you
will perceive that, being of the true Church of Jesus Christ, you must
unite in spirit with them. But, if people come to see you, who either
talk only about outward points in religion, or discourage you from
earnestly crying for a clear discovery of Christ's mercy to you-if they
say there is no necessity for that earnestness-that you may consider
yourself quite safe without it-that, for their parts, they read in the
Bible Christ is the Saviour, and they rest upon that word, and so take
for granted He is their Saviour, and you may do the same-if they
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go on talking thus, I say to you, beware! Do not follow them, nor
believe in them, for they are blind guides; and the Lord Jesus Christ
hath said, "If the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch."
They will either fatally delude you, or keep you all your life long in
the dark, cloudy, comfortless condition in which you have been remaining. They will confuse you, because they cannot enter into your trouble
nor feel your fear. They will tell you the trouble and the fear are
wrong; whereas, in fact, God troubles you and makes you afraid that
you may cry ill earnest after Jesus Christ, till He is pleased to make
His mighty love clear in your heart; and yOIl know that, if only you
could feel this love made clear, it would make you very happy. I hope,
then, that, if I should have an opportunity of coming to see you again,
we shall converse about nothing else except this one point only; and,
after I shall have left, I hope you will endeavour to pray to Jesus
Christ, and to the Father and the Holy Ghost through Him, and
watch whether you feel any help or light or clearing in your heart in
consequence of my visit; and, if so, you will know that the Lord sent me.
I write the more fully to you, because I thought I had reason to
beliove that surely the Lord had so broken your heart that, except He
come and heal it, you never can be happy; and you know He says,
"The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He hath anointed Me . . .
to heal the broken-hearted." Still, you were evidently under a mistake, seeming to think yourself too bad to come to Jesus; whereas
He says in His blessed Word that none but such bad ones come
to Him at all. Therefore, you ought to take courage, and to say,
"Lord, I am very bad, and, therefore, come at once to Thee."
I
hope you do so sometimes, for your words to me were these: "Yes,
surely I feel myself too bad to come to Jesus; yes, bad, bad, bad!
But, somehow, I do pray and beg Him to be pleased to save me,
and to glorify His great name in my salvation." When you said
these words, hope came into my heart that you are one of Christ's
lost sheep, and that He is seeking you out; and so will one day
find you, and lay you upon His shoulder rejoicing, and He Himself,
as well as all the angels in heaven, will have more joy over you
tllall over ninety and nine others, who now appear to you just
persons, needing no repentance. I hope you will read the fifteenth of
Luke, and ask the Lord to shine upon it in your heart.
Yours, for Christ's sake,
B. GILPIN.
PERNICIOUS PUBLICATIONS.
THE annexed paragraph will prove how necessary such periodicals as
Old Jonathan and kindred works are for counteracting the influence of
such a state of things as exists at the present time :OFFENSIVE PUBLICATIONs.-The annual report of the Society for the
Suppression of Vice gives the following summary of seizures and destructions of offensive publications effected through the instrumentality of
the association since the year 1834 :-380,569 obscene prints, pictures,
photographs, and negatives; 63,487 books and pamphlets, mostly illustrated with abominable engravings; upwards of five tons of letterpress
of the same character, besides large quantities of infidel and blasphemous
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pUblications; 28,436 sheets of obscene songs, catalogues, handbills, &c.
6,933 cards, snuff boxes, and other articles; 98 grossly obscene models,
life-size, in wax; 844 engraved copper and steel plates, 430 lithographic
stones, 174 wood blocks, 11 printing presses, with tools and apparatus;
82 cwt. of type, including the stereotype of several entire works of the
grossest immorality. Mr. C. H. Collette, the secretary to the society,
writes that, in addition to these results, the prosecutions of the past few
months led to the seizure and destruction of 16,000 offensive periodicals,
and that the proceedings thus taken have had the effect of clearing the
streets of " a great and growing scandal."

DURABLE WEALTH.
" Riches and honour are with Me [Wisdom]: yw, durable 1"iehes and
righteousness. " -PROVERBS viii. 18.
I PONDERED o'er the life that is to " Riches! " thought I, " and God will
never mock
come,
And the vast difference 'twixt that
The hope He raisos, or the joy
He sends;
and this;
The saved one's destiny, the children's Toil on, my soul, toil on-nor fear the
shook
home,
Which hastes thee to thy fm·tune and
In the eternal world where Jesus is.
thy friends."
And fear, big fear, sat heavy on my
Thyself art heaven's best riches, oh,
heart,
my God!
Chilling all gladness, that the change
should be
Jesus, how sweet Thy smile through
earth's long strife!
So mighty and so final, when we part
With all, as mortals, we identify.
The grave that yawning waits me has
been trod
Once and again, as eager lips have
By Thee, "the Resurrection and
poured
the Life."
Rapt eloquence upon the bliss of
deathI follow rapidly and not afraid,
While love like Thine beams downThe joy of being "ever with the
wards from the skies,
Lord "
Sinless' and satisfied-nor hope, And all e¥th's love and gloss and
nor faithflowers are shade
Under the light of Thy forgiving
My own poor soul has trembled as it
. eyes.
peered
Into the distance, wondering and
"When the morn breaks, the shadows
sad;
flee away; "
And oh, so strange i~ seems that thus
So, at the dawn of immortality,
All fear shall vanish, and the vast
I
I feared,
Since long, long since Jesus had
display
Of God's inheritance familiar be.
made me glad.
But came a time when one, to prove
a point,
Quoted the passage where of Christ
it sayse, He that was rich left all that we
might find
Durable riches "-and I learned to
praise (2 Cor. viii. 9).

Essex.

So will I trust Thee, Author of my
faith!
So will I linger, gladdened by Thy
Word,
Yearning to prove, e'en through the
gates of death,
The wealth of being intimate wit,h
God.

M.A.C.

I

