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RIGHT AT LAST!
"Sitting at the feet of Jestts, clothed, and in his 'right mind."LUKE viii. 35.
(Concluded from page 585.)

IN striking contrast, however, how privileged and how blessed is .
the position of the poor previously Satan-assaulted and Satan
possessed one! "Sitting, and clothed, and in his right mind."
Oh, what a change! what a blessed transition! and how speedy
and how perfect! No lengthened ordeal to pass through. No
penances to perform. No Peter's pence to pay. No priest to
confess to, nor parson to consult. A wondrous revolution, and
that in its entirety effected by J ehovah-Jesus, "mighty to save! "
Naught due to the creature; no, not a particle as to wisdom or
strength, much less of merit. No, no; all the praise and all the
glory were due to the Lord, and to the Lord alone. It was
"His own arm that brought salvation!' Oh, how blessedly was
that glorious truth wrought in this poor dispossessed one's innermost soul, "It is not by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit.
saith the Lord of Hosts." Oh, what an insight, as in a moment,
have such dfllivered captives to that unspeakably precious truth,
"They got not the land in possession by their own sword,
neither did their own arm save them: but Thy right hand, and
Thine arm, and the light of Thy countenance, beoause Thou
hadst a favour unto them" (Psa. xliv. 3): It was the bf;ling
brought down, as it were, into thtJ very dust of death and a
deeply-felt utter uelplessness, that led by the Spirit's power and
teaching to the beautiful and blessed contrast of being made
"strong in the Lord, and in the power of His might."
" Sitting." Ah! when had he sat before? How great the
contrast to his roving and his raving in the mountains an~ in the
tombs, cutting and hacking his poor flesh, as though in den,dly
hate of it and all around! Ah! how he then hated himself
and cursed the day in which he was born; but how different
G

I·

T T

(42

The Gospel M agazi1te.

now!
Reposing, resting, rejoicing!
And oh, what repose!
what rest! what rejoicing! And where? Not in the creature,
not in the flesh, but in Jesus, the God of his salvation. Oh,
his love, his admiration, his gratitude, as he thought where he
ha'1 been and what he had been, but, at the same time, hOlD kept!
At a glance he saw how there had been a divine limit affixed to
all the tempter's devices and spleen and power. He traced us
with a sunbeiJ,m, amid all the distracting and seemingly destructive influences with whlCh he had been so powerfully and painfully familiar, the "Thus far shalt thou go, and no further!"
Under the distracting and distressing condition to which he had so
long been exposed, he was neither in a position to know of, much
less comprehend, the divine command given to his cruel oppressor,
,. Behold, he is in thine hand; but save his life." He verily
long had thought that he had been given over to destruction,
and that that destruction was to be effected in the most, prolonged and pitiahle manner. How different, however, his conclusions now! and the review of his position only tended to prove
to a demonstration indeed by what an almighty arm he had
been protected, preserved, and upheld.
In contemplating the
circumstances of this poor man, how well may the question be
asked, "·Who teacheth like Him?" Although to himself and to
otuers what that mad Gadarene was called to pass through,
and of which to be the subject, might appear to be all lost
time and waste teaching, yet how different did results prove!
\N e venture to believe that lessons of the most vital importance
were taught him under those very circumstances, and in that most
pitiable and distrestling of positions. The Great TAacher is not
limited to or circumscribed by the habits, associations, pursuits,
or practices of poor puny men, His creatures, and crushed like
the moth! No, He can teach and He does teach independently and
irrespectively of all fleshly means or human influences. From our
inmost soul we believe that many an idiot, so cousidered by his
fellow-man, has been savingly taught and everlastingly blessed
of God! Upon the same principle we believe that many a poor
and possibly despised, inmate of a lunatic asylum is divinely
instructed of the Most High, and, in the Lord's own good time,
is transferred from the shade and the solitude of his prison below
to "the house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens."
Never shall we forget the remark of a fellow-labourer, as he
once conducted us through the lunatic asylum at Waterford, of
which he was ohaplain. "I often think," said he, "should anything happen to me, what a blessing to have such a place to
come to as this!" and in that very asylum was a mother in
Israel, most deeply taught of God, from whom the prllsent Dean
of Waterford told us he had received many a text, with its
divisions. One remark we remember she made. Speaking of the

...

-

...,

643

Tlzc Gospel Magazine.

I'

Babe of Bethlehem, "Ah!" said she, "they had no room for
Him in the inn."
" Olothed ! " In fitting attire, sovereignly provided by Him
who at first said, "Let there be light; and there was light."
But there was not only the clothing for the pOOl', frail body, but
there was thfl richer, the more comely, and everlasting "wedding
garments" of the son that was ere long to sit down at the
marriage supper of the Lamb. And oh, now the filthy rags of
nature's righteousness had been Hnally stripped off from him.
Gradually had they been tattered and torn-yea, bit by bit, as
he cried and cut himself with stones. There had beeu a twofold process going on, although he was not aware of the faot.
Nevertheless, it was not the less reftl, nor the issue less satisfactory. What was that issue? "Vhy, every thread and every
shred of the filthy rags of nature's righteousness being stripped
off, made way for the seemly, the comely, the perfect robe or the
Hedeemer's righteousness, in which he was presented "without
spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing."
"In his right mind.}) Ah! yes, however long or however
painfullv his mind had been affected before, he was" in bis right
mind " ""now! And why? Oh, because he was at the feet of
JESUS!
The famine and the pinchings of hunger had been
instrumental in causing it to be said of the poor prodigal, "and
when he came to himself;" so, in like manner, in the woudrous
attractive power of J ehovahcJesus, He brings this poor devilhunted and devil-hfLunted one to Himself-to His feet-" clothed,
and in his right mina."
Ob, wondrous grace! boundless love! tenderest sympathy!
marvellous compassion! omnipotent power! And mark you, dear
reader, whoever thou art, wherever thou art, however assaulted
or assailed--dark, dreadful, destructive as may seem thy position
and circumstances-He is J ehovah-Jesus still! He is "the. same
yesterday, and to-day, and for ever." He has the same loving
heart, the same tender compassion, the same watchful eye, the
same vigilant care, the same almighty, irresistible authority, as
when He said, in regard to the poor mad Gaclarene, "Come out
of the man, thou unclean spirit."
St. Luke's, Bedminster, October 6tl~, 1880.
THE EDITOR.

.\
R.ICHES AND THIS WoRLD.-Riches and prosperity will either kill
with care or surfeit with delight. Be not proud of riches, but afraid
of them. Let them be as silver bars to cross the way to heaven. 'Ve
put a price upon riches, but l-iches cannot put a price upon us.
Riches are as indifferent things-good 01' bad as they are used. Be,
then, as indifferent to them as they are to you. We must answer for
our riches, but onr riches cannot answer for us.
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WHAT IS SPIRITUAL LIFE 1

"God, who is rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith He loved
us, even when we were dead in sins, hath qnickened ~!S together with Christ."
-EPHESIANS ii. 4, 5.
'
THERE a,te those who think that the idea of spiritual life is invested
with needless mystery-that the swl consists of three constituents:
the understanding, the affections, and the will--that spiritual life is
merely fixing these constituents upon their highest possible Object, even
God-in fact, that spiritual life is only thfl direction of our ordinary
faculties towards a higher Object than earthly relations supply; and
that saving faith is just the same thing, in its necessary cunstituents of
belief, emotion, and action, centred upon the highest possible Ohject.
"It is belief in God, rising," they say, "into loving trust in Him."
Now, we believe such propositions ~re entirely at variance with
the teaching of the Word of God, and contrary to the experience of
God's living family; and we hold it to be very important to be clear
upon this matter, because not merely are such errors held by one
particular so-called "school of thought," but are errors commonly
received by the great bulk of professing Christians. May God the
Spirit give us wisdom to disjJrove such errors, and enable us Scrip turally
and truthfully to meet this all-important inquiry, What is spiritual
life 1
We . affirm, first, that spiritual life is a j'eality, not a mere figure of
speech, nor yet the moulding or curbing of the three constituents of the
soul mentioned, namely, the understanding, the affections, and the
will. It is something far beyond this. It is the work and operation
of the Spirit of Gud new creating the soul in Christ Jesus. True,
where there is liffl, the understanding will be enlightened, the affections
drawn out, and the will subdued j but these are but results of the life,
and not the life itself, concerning which Panl says, "I am crucified
with Christ; nevertheless I Jive; yet not I, but Christ lit,eth in me : and
the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the hith of the Son of
God, who loved me, and gave Rims,elt for me." This traces life to its
Origin: "Christ liveth in me."
"Search we the springs,
And backward trace the principle of thing~."

"Christ liveth in me." Here is something more than the training of
the faculties and will of man-here is the life of God in the souland this is what we contend for. My natural life is the work of
a benign Creator; equally so is my spiritual life. Let onr natur~l
understanding, afrections, and will be ever so much subdued; at theIr
best, dear rearler, will they bear the test 1 With all their curbing, can
we call it spiritual life 1 No; we must look higher than anything
that emanates from the creature for spiritual life. The spring must
be from above, if pure. If it r~ses in carnal nature, good-bye to the
purity of its flowings. If we are to look for spiritual life, we must
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look to where spiritual things alone can come, even to he throne
of G )d, to the divine operation and power of the Holy~ Ghost, as
the Apostle describes it, ,. Ohrist liveth in me."
We think this fact is set forth in the healing of the woman who
came behind Jesus, and touched the hem of His garment, for she said,
" If I may touch but His clothes, I shall be 'whole;" and straightway
the fountain of her blood was dried, and she felt in her body she
was heal;jd of that plague. Jesus, immediately knowing in Himself that
virtue had qone out of Him, turned about in the press, and said, ""Yho
touched My clothes 1" &c. As there was an internal, essential virtue
in Christ to cure this woman of her bodily malady, so there is
internal and essential life in Ohrist which Ho.) imparts to the soul of
the poor sinner drawn to Him by the Holy Spirit, whereby the
plague of sin in such is cured, and he or she becomes whole.
Dear reader, you and I have felt that virtue or life, which has
been imparted to us, t1,erefore we know and can assert spiritual life
is a reality. Such a change is something beyond a display of mercy,
precious and JOYOllS as that is. It is the exertion. of divine power.
In no other way can we llnderstanrl the Apostle's declaration, " Ohrist
liveth in me" -a deathhss life. There is nothing of immortetlity in
the shaping of my carnal faculties; there is immortality in the Holy
Spirit's quickening, as our passage states, "God, who is rich in mercy,
for His great love wherewith He loved us, even when we were dead
in sins, hath quickened us together with Ohrist." Mark the 1V0rd
«quickened "-a pregnant word used by the Holy Ghost. What is
this but to make alive 1 not to modify that which exists, but to
create that which does not exist 1 Is not 8piritual life, then, a reality ~
But the expression we have just used, "when we were dead in sins,"
reminds us of another matter equally as clear and certain, namply, that
spitit2tal life is a necessity. The Holy Spirit hath quickened us " when we
were dead in sins." Yes; however this may be pared down by modern
theology, the Scriptures declare us to be by nature" dead in sins j!' hence,
if we are to be saved, and know anything of divine things, divin6
life is a necessity. In the very familiar intercourse our blessed Lord
had with Nicodemus, this is the great truth He enforced, and which
the carnal reasoner, scholar profound as he was, could not understand.
If, in reply to his inquiries, J e8US had said, like our modern divines
referred to, "Now, spiritual life is no mystery; it is the undprstanding and affections and will set upon God;" the scholar would have
thought within himself, "Oh, then, I can go to work. I will do
this and the other." But no such thing. Our Lord floored him at
once with a real mystery, which the carnal mind cannot understand. :
U Verily,
verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he
cannot see the kingdom of God. Nicodemus saith unto Him, How
can a man be born when he is old 1" &c. Here is mystery i IIdeed;
.and then we know our Lord's precious words that followed the scholar's
mal velling: "The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest
the sound' thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither
it goeth; so is everyone that is born of the Spirit."
Now do mark, reader, the position.. Modern divines assert there is
n.o mystery in spiritual life. Jesus plainly showed that it was a mys-
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tery, and Nicodemus felt it to be so. "vVe speak the wisdom of God
in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom." The new birth, the new
creation ill Ohrist, is a mystery. Who eau explain it ~ Nevertheless,
if we are to be saved, we must be born again. Regeneration is a
necessity, and all the raising of human faculties will fall short of effecting this mighty change.
Dear reader, the lesson the Lord will have all His children learn is,
that" salvation is of the Lord "-nothing of the creatlu'e-~111 of Him,
from first to last. 'When Gideon and all the people th'1t were with
him were about to go forth at God's command to fight against the
lVIidianites, God said, "The people that are with thee are too many."
They must be fewer. Why ~ •. Lest Israel vaunt themselves against life,
sayin!7, Mine own hand hath sewed me." If human facnlties were placed
in the sClle, Israel could SiiY, "Mine own hand hath saved me ;" but
no, "salvation is of the Lord." He must speak the word, "Live!
live! "
" Dead in sin, till then I lie,
Bereft of pow~r to rise,
Till Thy Spirit inwardly
Thy saving blood applies."

But a step further. Not merely is spiritual life a reality and a necessity,
but spiritual We ·is distinctive: "Th<tt which is born of the flesh is
flesh, and t,hat which is born of the Spirit is ~pirit." As one has truly
expressetl it, "Ohristianity is not a high devdopment of morality, but
the rec~ption of a new principle into the soul, which was 'dead in
trespassGs and in sins.' " "Old things have p:tssed away, and all things
have bec .me new." True, carnal affections, the c<trnal understanding,
and the carnal will are within still; but the np.w life has brought in
the nelv thing.s of a spiritual affection, a spiritual understanding, and
the yidding of the will to the etern<tl will of God, who h;ts worked and
wrought the mighty chi],nge according to the counsel of His will.
But not merely is spiritual life distinctive in its operation, the work
of the Spirit, and in no wise of the flesh, but spiritual life is distinctive with regard to persons. Stubborn facts around us surely prove
this, an,l show us the falsfmess of the dognu of universal redemption.
If we could entertain the idea of univel'3al redemption, I see no other
conclnsion than that we live in an atmosphere of lies, for everything
around us disproves it. . All are not saved, and never wul be. 'With all
the efforts, the world is not evangelized, and we believe never will be,
becau~e it is not God's will it should be so.
God's order we believe is
that, having determined to save His elect, He wrote their names in the
Lamb's bnnk of life from all eternity, giving them into the hands of a
divine Surety, who made Hims...lf responsible for their salvation. He
entered into His Mediatorial work, accomplishing all to secure their
eternal happiness; and God the Holy Cl-host, at the appninted time,
gives the spiritual life we are referring to, which enables them to enjoy
the issues of that salvation now and eternal glory yonder.
This reminds us that, as well as distinctive, spi1'itnal life is personal,
even the personal realization of a S<tviour. It is impossible to receive
life diviue without the recognition of two things-I am a sinner;
Jesus is my Saviour-aud Jesus will be the want of the soul which has
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become awakened by the Spirit of God. As the Scriptures describe
Him, He is "the one thing needful;" hence the outgoings after Him
will often be thus: "Oh, come, Thou precious Redeemer, and manifest
Thyself unto J;ne as Tholl dost not unto the ,yorlel! Graciously put
forth Thy hand of love in the hole of the door, and come within,
that I may see Thy face, and realize the lifting up of Th.y countenance
upon me." Jesus is the want of the soul that has received life divine.
Such life also will receive the dew of heaven. Gdd says, "I will be as
the dew unto Israel," and so He is the Source of quickening, reviving,
refreshing, and cheering that life, which, like the dew, comes from
heaven. Drooping one, you know what it is to be cheered by the
Lord-some precious portion unfolded, some gracious promise sealed
home, some fresh discovery of Jesus. Oh, it is in this way the Lord is
as the dew of heaven to Hi, people. Tllere could be no sach realization
if there were not life. All the dew in the world upon a dead herb, a
dead plant, a dead tree, would have no efree:t, except to further rot
such; so, where there is life divine, regenerating grace experienced, the
Lord will be as dew upon such, and will keep alive the life given from
above, producing fruit unto Himself, for the whole work is the Lord's" He will perform the work begun,
Jesus, the sinner's Friend;
J esns, the L,ver of His own,
Will lave me to the end."

..... -

But" further, spiritual life is pure. ·What meau those remarkable
words of the beloved J olm, "Whosoever is born of God doth not
commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him; and he cannot sin, because
he is born of God" 1 (1 John iii. 9.) It is impossible to say this of
our affections, uuderstanding, or will-that they cannot sin. If we
dare assert such a thing, we are at once drawn into the deadly error of
sinless perfection. But what is the meaning of these word", "Whosoever is born of God d'Jth not commit sin" 1 I know the common view
is, that a person born of God doe, not make sin the course of his
life-he cannot sin with impunity; he abhors it. This is well, but
surely something beyond this is meant, for it is added, "his seed
remaineth in him, and he cannot sin." Does not this mean that the
divine seed in him is pure and holy-it cannot sin-it is the incorruptible seed of divine life, which has nothing of corruption or conta.mination to communic<1te 1 Indeed, it is called "the generation of God,"
that is, regeneration. It must, therefore, be a pure and holy life
which cannot sin. But it may be s,tid, "'lv e do sin, daily and houdy."
True indee,l,· bllt this is the old nature. Is it not a source of comfort
to us to feel that this living principle exist,:, although ami, 1st a sea of
corruptions, and remains distirrct even wllen those corruptions conceal
it from view-the life of God within, yet surrounded by the old Adam
nature 1 "Wllat a heavenly treasure in so wea.k a chest!" Oh, it
overwhelms us to think that we have this treasure in earthen vessel.s!
Ah! and we may say, such earthen vessels! And what for 1 " That
the excpllency of the power may be of God, and not of us.". Oh, if
people would read their Bibles aright, how they must see that all their
salvation is of God; but it needs the enlightening of the- Holy Spirit
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to show this, then gladly do we rejoice to know "that the excellency
of the power is of God, and not of ,us."
But, further, spi1'ituall~fe is perpetual. If we are to have a life th~t
is perpetual, that life must Le in union with Christ. Every twig IS
engrafted by a Master-hand into the Stem, and has a vital hold of Jesus!
Weak and trembling one, what consolation is here for us! You may
feel but as a poor, worthless twig, but look at Christ's hold of you.
Look at this engrafting by the Holy Spirit, for the Spirit giveth life,
and that "life is hiel with Christ in GaeL" How sp.cure is the little
twig! How safe is the weakest member of Chri~t's body!
But we have just been referring to that hidden life which cannot sin.
It is also that which cannot be destroyed. The wi<;ked one tOllcheth
it not. He cal1not come at this holy principle, much less destroy it.
Certainly it is a wonder to us sometimes that the life is sustained at
all. Things seem so coutrary, and the ht in life so diverse, that it
seems it mmt be crushed out. But no; the hidden supply keeps the
spark alive. Dimmed it may be, but die out it cannot while those
words of truth remain, "He who hath beguu the good work in you
will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ."
And this reminds us that it is an overcoming life. The Christian is
ofteu "troubled on every side, yet not distressed; perplexed, but not
in despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed; "
and, like Gideon and his three hundred men, "faint, yet pursuing."
" Gad, a troop shall overcome him, but he shall overcome at the last;"
and it is his comfort to know th,tt Jesus has overcome Satan for him.
"The ~trong man armed," who keepeth his palace in a false peace, is
disturbed by a Stronger, who has come upon him, taken his armour
from him whereiu he trusted, and divided his spoils, so that we are
"more than conquerors, through Him who hath loved us." The day,
it may be, has begun in miseries; it has ended in mercies. The
threatening destruction looks as black as a black cloud over one's head,
but it has passed away, and it is "clear shining aftp.r rain." Satan
vowed vengeance, but the sword of the Spirit has proved a trusty
weapon, and the "It is written" has spoiled the spoiler of his spoils.
But, further, spir·ihw.l life is connective: "For ye are dead, and your
life is hid with Christ ill God. vVhen Christ, who is our lite, shall
appear, then shall ye also appear "ith Him in glory" (Col. iii. 3, 4).
This is the Christian's hope and joy. "When He shall appear, we shall
also appear with Him in glory." "He will give grace and glory."
The welcome of heaven following the weariness of earth; the flowings
of grace running thoir course illto the ocean of glory; the pilgrim's
pathway terminating in a hf)me of rest; the heir to the" inheritance
which fadeth not away" coming of age, and taking possession of the
mansion prepared for him. Spiritual life is thus connec~ive. The links
in God's covenant ordering make it so: "Whom He did predestinate,
them He also called; ann whom He called, them He also justified;
and whom He justified, them He also glorified." Not a broken link
in His golden chain.
,Ve have thus shown, we trust, that spiritual life is something more
than fixing the understauding, affections, and will upon God-that it
is a reality, the work' and operation of the Spirit of God, new creating
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the soul in Christ Jesus; that, because by nature we are "dead in
trespasses and sins," spiritual life is a necessity,. that it is distinctive
in its character, personal in its realization, and is the dew of heaven upon
the soul; that it is a life which can1lOt sin, existing although surrounded
by corrupt'lOns; that it is pe1pctual-nothing can destroy it. It is
also an o"e1'Coming lije, and it is connective, tor it lInks its recipient
with glory;' and the longer we live and know ourselves, the more
sure we are that our affections, our understandiug, and our will
are not to be trusted. As one has said, "Our affections are too often
like a cascade or waterfall, that flows downward, instead of being like
a fountain, which rises and shouts upwards toward heavf\n." I believe
that all such theories as the une referred to arises from an absence of
the knowledge of our true sinnership before God, and a disbelief in
the results of the fall; while such a position really springs from selfpride al1d self-esteem. It is all creature work. May God deliver us
from bllilding with the untempered mortar of creature doings. It
will be a grievous thing for those who fall under His condemnation:
"So will I break down the wall that ye llave daubed with untempered mortar, and bring it down to the ground, so that the foundation
thereof shall be discovered, al1d it shall fall, and ye shall be consumed
in the midst thereof;. and ye shall know that I am the Lord."
But it may be said, "You have dwelt upon what spiritual life is,
but what I am anxious about is, have I that life? Am I truly born
again ~" Now, to meet this important inquiry, it might encourage
and strengthen the faith of some if we point to a few signs of siJiritual
lije, and may the Holy Spirit direct us in so doing, and seal home
with power such upon the reader's heart.
We observe that a possessor of spiritual life is,' first, a called man.
He has received the inward call of the Holy Spirit, the "high" and
" heavenly" call which has reached his heart; therefore the Lord says
so graciously to His called ones, "I have called thee by thy name;
thou art Mine;" coupling with such an assurance the precious promise,
"vVhen thou passest through the waters, 1 will be with thee; and
through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest
through the fire, thou shait not be burtled; neither shall the flame kindle
upon thee. For I am the Lord thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy
Saviour." Precious, precious words indeed! Dear reader, may your
faith grasp them.
But, further, a possessor of divine life is a crying, sighing, and dy·ing
man. Where there is life, there will be strife; where then, is a true
awakening, there will be warfare; all of which will keep the child of
God crying to his God. Ah! what should we do sometimes but for
the uplifting of the heart to the throne of grace, with the cry, "0
God, Thou knowest I must leave this matter to Thee; but Thy promises are true. Thou hast said so and so, and Thou wilt perform
it "~ Much also there will be of a pressing and painful character
to caupe many a sigh to rise from the depths of the heart; but,
although such things are pressing and painful, blessed be God, they
are passing.
_. And then the child of God will be constantly as a dying man. Ai;;
the Apostle says, "I die daily." "Always bearing about in the body
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the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus miaht be made
manifest in our body. For we which live are alway delivel~d ~tnto death
for Jesus' sake, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest
in bur mortal flesh."
Knowest, thou, dear reader, what such strange, yet to us precious,
truths mean 1 I kn0w that I am here propounding the strange paradox
to many, namely, that the Christian tives to die. It is, nevertheless, to
the chill of God, an experimental truth. Dr. Raffles has penned the
following, which explains tellingly our point. He write3-" I live to die, I die to live,
And live no more to die again;
In death I shall a life receive
In worlds remote from death and
pain.
This life I owe to Him who died,
And rose, and reigns in yonder

skies;
I triumph through the Crucified,
And dea.d with Christ, with Christ
shall rise.

" His wondrous death my life ensures;
His wondrous rising death destroys ;
While Jesus lives my life endures·-Tha.t life the measure of my
joys.
Then let me live and let me die
To Him who lived and died for
me,
That I may rise with Him on high
To life and immorta.lity."

Again, a possessor of divine life is a marked man. Swim with the
tide, and all will go well with you; bnt swim against it-dare to be
singular-and the crested waves of opposition would, if they could,
overwhelm us. I do not believe that any men and women are
troubled like those who hold the doctrines of grace. Free-willers can
go on smoothly, and be all things to all men; but be pecnliar-dare
to affirm your belief in electing love, in covenant mercy, and the
like-and you may look out fur foes, and expect to be a marked
man. And yet, with it all, what clingillgs to Jesus-what cries to
our God-what upliftings of heart-whut drivings to the throne-·
will our enemies bring about! Those who taunt us little think what
is the eff~ct of theit' talllltings. It is true, it is hard fur flesh and
blood to bear ofttimes, but the secret effect is to drive us home to
Jesus, to tell Him all about it, and draw from Him the sympathy
He is able and willing to give.
Then, further, a possessor of spiritual life is (b melted l1wn. The
though~ of how in Christ he is linked in love melts him.
The assurance that his sins are furgiven breaks him down in overwhelming
gratitude to God. The feeling of his tillworthiness of such displays
of Goci's special goodness to him humbles him. A review of life
renders him tearful. He thinks of what he has passed throughanxieties, adversities, bereavements, buffetings, losses, crossps, &c., on
the ·one hand; blessings, upholdillg~, deliverances, mercies, &c., on the
other hand, far outw..,igbing all the apparent evils. As the widow's oil
was multiplied to her, so have blessings been multiplied to us. And
then the bright prospect of a golden future cheers him. Oh, the
Christian must be a melted man!
Again, a posseqsur of this life divine is (/, tried and tempted man.
Knowest thou not with us, dear reader, what it is to be sorely tried
and tempted 1 ·upset, yet upheld 1 to be staggered, yet supported 1
to be "iaint, yet pursuing"~ to be at our wits' end, to the end that we
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may look to our sympathising Jesus 1 to feel, sink we must, yet sink we
never can, for "und erneath are His everlasting arms" 1 Ah! the
Christian will be a tried itnd tempted man. The deep vortex tri<1ls
which plunge him into overwhelming grief keep him a tried man.
Our Lord said it must be so: "Ill the world ye shall have tribulation."
Also, the unceasiug little irritable troubles which are daily and hourly
cropping up like prickles in the flesh keep him a tried man. It must
be so. It is meant that he should be so, for a wise end. Yet, be it a
series of spirit-deep, or only skin-deep tri<1ls, "grace shall OVlJrCIHUe
at last." I wonder where and wh<1t we should be, were we free from
such 1 Nay, I need not wonder, for I am sure we should be puffed up
with creature pride, and be like peacocks, strutting about upon our lawn
of ease.
Again, one thus born of the Spirit is an anximts man. One of the
characteristics of the ungodly is a lack of concern. You do not find them
anxious about their souls or about eternity. True, if a sudden pain
attacks them, or they get out of order, scruples of conscience may come
over them j but, as a rule, they are not concerned. They eat, drink,
and are merry, caring nothing of the morrow. Not so those who are
really safe in Christ j they are still and ever anxious. It is right and
well they should be w. Their very anxiety is a proof that they want to
be well assured j their very trembling is a token of their concem. They
canllot settle on the lees of stupefaction, because they have bpen
stirred up to the joys of salvation. Anxious soul, thanks be to God
for thine anxiety. It is well, the Lord has made thee anxiolJs. It is
the Lord who keeps thee so. It is a proof that thou art awake j it is
a proof that thou art alive. It is a proof that thou hast that life to
which we are referring, and which nothing can destroy. Anxious
sinners ate heaven winners.
But, again, the poi'sessor of divine life is a happ?! man. Not that it
is all smooth sailing with him, or that he is freed from sources of
unhappiness. No j there may be plenty of this in conneetion with his
surroundings. Still, for all this, he is in wardly a happy man. ,. Happy
art thou, 0 Israel: who is like unto thee, 0 people 1" Why 1 ,. Saved
by the Lord." That is the secret source of thy happiness. Thou art
"saved by the Lord," and consciousness of this lifts thee above thy
miseries. It is the "something secret which sweetens all." God also
is on thy side. "Happy is the people whose God is the Lord."
Calculating after the mHnner of this world, men think their fellows
must be happy who have carriages to ride in. and jJlenty of wealth,
and who are surrounded by fl'ienJls. It is f<1r otherwise. I have seen
children of God who have lived in very humble dwelling", and have
been very poor with regard to this world's goods, yet far happier than
such. They are happy in the Lord.
And then a possessor of spiritual life is a pecnlietr metn. Ah!
peculiar indeed. You vvill not find many persons, fellow Christian, in
the neighbourhood in which you live, who think as you think. How
should they, when they are not taught of the Lord 1 You will not be
able to make acquaintances by whol,-.;sale. People will look shy at you.
Somehow they detect in you something which il1duces them to gi-re
you the cold shoulder. Reader, if a child of God, you can afford to
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bear all this. You belong to the" peculiar people "-:1h! but the
Lord's "peculiar people." He understands you, and what matter if
no one else does 1 He will not look shy at you, but smile upon you;
and what a contrast between His smile and the world's frown!
Lastly, a possessor of spiritual life is a waiting and watching mcm.
Does not a smile of calmness and content come over our countenance,
fellow Christian, when we think what-or rather, whom-we are waiting
for 1 \Ve are waiting for "the Consolation of Israel."
"Blest is the man, 0 God,
That stays' himself on Thee;
'Who waits for Thy salvation, Lord,
Shall thy ~alvation see."
The Christian will always be on the look-aut-a child of oxpectation,
a child of hope, resting upon the promise, "Thou shalt see greater
things yet "-looking out for the time when there will be no more
of earth's grovelling, grinding, and grasping; the greater and
glorious. things of eternity entered into and enjoyed! What a splendid
exchange!
Thus have we jotted down, dear reader, some of the signs of spiritual
life. How do they fit into your experience 1 'V fl have noted that a
possessor of spiritual life is a called man-has received the high, the
holy, the heavenly call of God. Is a c'l'ying, si.qhing, and· dying man.
The warfare 'by the way will k~ep him such. Is a ma?'ked man. He
cannot swim with the tide. Is a melted man, humbled and kept
humble. by his God. Is Ct t·,.ied and tempted man. "In the world ye
shall have tribulation." Is an anxious man. Thanks be to God he is
so! Is a happy man-happy in the Lord, because saved by Him. Is
a pewlia1' man, and therefore despised by the world; and is a waiting
and wcdching man-waiting for the Consolation of spiritual Israel-the
appearing again of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Look, then, at the current of our thoughi;s. We have tried to raise
the reality of spiritual life from the fog of man's faculties to the clear
sunlight of omnipotent power, giving also some few signs of such life,
whereby the reader may trace his or her heirship. May the Lord
the Spirit bless such tracings, to the comfort of His own! The subject
is deeply important. Oh, to be right with regard to it! The nat.ural
life is so uncertain. I feel, with regard to the old tenement, like a man
under notiee to quit, when the owner is pleased to rut ejection in
f-orce, I want, therefore, to be certain about the spiritual and et.ernal
life, which abides when the old cottage walls have crumbled into dust;
and I want increasingly, and as long as life lasts, to proclaim that a
salvation worth having is of the Lm·d,. therefore will I sing, with clear
Toplady"The glory, Lord, from first to last,
Is due to Thee alone;
Aught to ourselves we dare not take,
Or rob Thoe of Thy crown."

Burton-on-Trent.

G. C.

IF you would lay up a treasure of glory

<)f grace in your

h~rts.

III

he~ven,

lay up a treasure
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EXTRAOTS FROM LETTERS OF A NOW GLORIFIED ONE.
(Concluded from pagc 604.)

.

,

J5--, October 16th, 1876.
You inquire for my health. I hope I can say, "It is well," though,
in point of health, I am far from well; but whatever is appointed by our
God is for our good, and in that sense we may feel all is well. I have
been SUffering from shortness of breath and oppression on the chestso much so as to be unable to lie down in bed. Some nights I have
passed without sleep, siLting in an arm chair, and, consequently, do not
feel fit for much during the day. I have now yielded to the wishes
of my friends, and expect a visit frum a medical man to-day. I am
inclined to think my malady a natural attendant on old age. My
prayer is that, if the Lord does n<>t see fit to remove it, He will grant
me faith and patience to receive whatever He may please to send without murmuring or discontent. I feel it to be a sin of very deep dye
to rebel against any of the Lord's appointments for us. I have had
many lessons on that point, and have great fear of being left to a
murmuring frame of mind. "The rebellious dwell in a dry land," without the sweet, refreshing dews from above that bring peace to the heart.
October 24th, 1876.
I HAVE thought for weeks past that something was the matter with
my heart, and I was not wise in not naming it sooner, and in not
laying up. I am told entire quiet is the only thing likely to restore
the right action of the heart, and certainly, since I have kept in one
room, and scarcely moved, the palpitations are less. I am ordered not
to talk much, and not to see any fresh person, as very slight agitation brings on palpitation. I was not allowed to see my relatives from
B-- when they called. The future is in the Lord's hand-just
where I would have it to be. It is indeed an unspeakable mercy that
I can say feelingly, "0 Lord, Thou art my God;" and at, this time
He is blessing me with a calm, peaceful mind, stayed on Him, whether
for life or for death. I am enabled to look beyond all creatures
and all things, desiring the presence of Jesus only. I can thank Him
for the painful lessons that have brought me to this. I used to think
it very hard to pass through heavy trouble~, and have no creature to
whom I could open my mind and seek sympathy from, but now I
know it was the right way to bring me to have Jesus all. There
is indeed all-sufficiency in Him.
B--, NovcmbC1' 27th, 1876.
I AM going to tell you what I feel sure you will not like to hear,
which is, that I· see no probability of my returning to Ohichester.
I cannot tell anyone what I have felt about leaving the. place I
have known and liked for so many years; but, above all, parting
from friends long and much loved-in short, I cannot express how I
have grieved over this matter on many accounts. My illness is of so
serious a nature that my kind relations naturally think I should be.
with them to be attended to, and my sister wishes me to make her
home mine. I have at last consented to this arrangement; feeling my
time here may be very short. We know nothing is impossible with
the Lord, and He may see fit to give an increase of strength and
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health, still it does not seem' probable. I am very thankful for the
many happy and, I trust, profitable days and years I ha"e passed
amongst His dear people in Ohichester, and I hope to 'be kept from
murmuring now that these times have come to an end seemingly. This
is the first letter I have written to announce my arrangement. I
wished your father and mother to be the first to knolV it, as they are
my oldest friends in Ohichester. I hope our clear pastor may have had
me laid all his mind when he offered prayer for one in affliction. He
wrote me word that he had remembered me in his prayers, and very
thankful I felt to him. I have ,been in a very sinking place in my
fc·elings of late.
I know this letter will cause you grief, my dear young friend. That
will be the best and happiest day when we meet and have no more
partings. I came to a verse the other day that I thought I would
send to you" What though thou tread with bleeding feet
A thorny path of grid and gloom 7
Thy God will choose the wa.y most meet
To lead thee to thy heavenly home."

I think, dear Pattie, you have very many causes for thanHulness in
being brought acquainted with so many of the Lord's dear people to
encourage you in "seeking for Jesus." 'Vhen my journey began, I 'was
surrounded with those who greatly disr.oumged me, and it was many
years before I met with a fellow-traveller. The Lord is a Sovereign,
ancl deals with His people in very various way~, but always in the best
way. I felt a desire last week to write to your dear mother, but felt
"shut up" wben I would have done it. I found I could only have told
of the wretchedness and helplessoe~s I fouuel in self, and I would fain
have written on a better subject. Please give my kind love, and tell her" For weary saints a rest remains
From all their sorrows, toils, and pains,

IWithout
Where seas of bliss eternal flow,
a taint of mortal woe."

Oh, may we reach that blessed rest-rest in Jesus!
April nth, 1877.

I MUST send a line to-day, as I know you and other dear friends
will be wishing to hear. I caught a cold last week, which has touched
my lungs, and that, added to the heart malady, makes me feel I am
in a precarious state, but all is in the Lord's hand-. He makes no
mistakes. I have had scarcely any sleep for several nights past, and
feel very weak. If I am better I will write again; and, wben you write,
let it be a letter that might be opened by some one els~. Nothing is
too hard for the Lord, and He may see good that a favourable turn
might occur in my case. AmongHt the numberless changes we feel,
what a mercy to hare an unchangeable God! " Brethren, pray for me."

April 12th, 1877.
I KNOW you will ·be glad to see a letter from me again, so I must
send a line just to tell you I am no worse than when I last wrote.
My doctor says I am better, but I cannot say I feel so. However, the
symptom in the lung has abated, and he hopes it may disappear.
The great and Good Physician knows all about it. He has not told
me which way the mCtlady shall turn. I have sleepless nights, and
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have not been able to take much food. I write these particulars
because I feel sure you and other dear friends will wish to hear. At
times my mind has been very dark, and I have felt restrained in prayermany fears lest I should be called to pass the Jordan of death in darkness. I want to have "1 am with thee" spoken afresh to my heart.
I hope, dear Pattie, that you continue to mend, and that dear
E - - goes on well. I well remember the sweet little boy of your
brother J uhn's who is gone home. I was much taken with him the
day I saw him. I would have written yesterday, only I felt so
very ill. H Set your affection on things above, not on things on the
earth." [Last letter. Died June 5th, 1877.]

BISHOP RYLE AND PROTESTANTISM.

IN a recent issue of the Churchman there is an article signed "J. O.

--

Liverpool," but written, it may be, before Oanon Ryle, as he will long
still be familiarly known, had the high office of a bishop conferred
upon him. The article is entitled" J ames n. and the Seven Bishops;"
but, in view of Oanon Ryle's elevation, it has somewhat more than an
historical imerest. Some men, he says, will do anything in these times
to whitewash the Ohurch of Rome, but he had searched up every
authority he could on the era under discussion, and he had come to
the conclusion that it was not jealousy of the Dissenters, but dislike
to Popery, which' actuated the conduct of the Seven Bishops, and they
had supplied an unanswerable proof that "the real, loyal, honest oldfashioned High Ohurchman disliked Popery as much as any school in
the Ohurch." The immense popular enthusiasm with which the verdict
of acquittal of the Seven Bishops was greeted, Bishop Ryle says, was
entirely because it was thoroughly understood that, in refusing the
King's declaration of indulgence, they had done a great deal to prevent
the recurrence of Romish supremacy, and it was to the prosecutiun and
acquittal of the Seven Bishops that James IT.. owed the loss of his crown.
Drawing lessons from these events, the right reverend prelate says:
"It is false to say, as some of the advocates of Ritualism constantly
say, that those who oppose them want to narrow the limits of the Ohurch
of England. I have alway£ allowed, and do allow, that our Church
is largely comprehensive, and that there is room for honest High,
honest Low, and honest Broad Ohurchmen within her pale. But I
firmly maintain that the comprehensiveness of the Ohurch has limits,
and that those limits are the Thirty-nine Articles and the Prayer-book.
Oontroversy and religious strife are no doubt odious things; but these
are times when they are a positive necessity. Unity and peace are
very delightful, but they are bought too dear if they are bought at
the expense of truth. There is a vast amount of maundering, childish,
weak talk now-a-days in 'some quarters about· unity and peace, which I
cannot reconeile with the language of St. Paul. Of one thing I am certain. Whether men will come forward or not to oppose the Romanizing
movement of these days, if the Church of England cannot get 1'id of the
1'evived Popish lJ1ass and the revived, detestable confessional, the people of this
land will soon get rid of the Established Ch1tl'ch of England."
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A WONDERFUL RELIGION.
"HIS name shall be called Wonderful;" and, as is His name, so is
His work, and such is the religion of Chrisc Jesus; and, when divine
life is imparted to the soul, it is found to be "wonderful in counsel,
excellent in working."
The leading feature in the popular religion of the day is the date
of its commencement, which reaches no further back than time; but,
in tracing out from Scripture the religion of God, we must go back,
according to Scripture, tu eternity; and, by so doing, it cuts the ground
clean away from under the feet of free-will, while it establishes the
fact of the cert<Liuty and security of God's salvation for all the members of Christ's body, "chospn in Him before the foundlttion of the
world" (Eph. i. 4). Every instance of conversion since tha fall of
Adam is the result of God's declaration: "Your covenant with death
shall be disannulled, and your agreement with hell shall not st,and;"
and that according to His own eternal purpose which He purposed
in Christ Jesus. Hence we read, "Who hath saved us, and called
us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according
to His own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus
before the world began" (2 Tim. i. 9).
The weakening influence upon the mind by t,he promulgation of a
Gospel that dates only from time is manifested in the low sCate of
the Church of God, both in doctrine and experience. Ministers are
afraid to state their belief in God's purposed and secured salvation.
The light of truth is too strong for the dim eyes of their hearers;
and, because the people love to have it so, they are left in ignorance
of the plan of salvation, and many are in the condition described by
the prophet: "We grope as if we had 1'.0 eyes: we stumble at noonday as in the night; we are in desolate places as dead men. \Ve
roar all like bears, and mourn sore like doves: we look for judgment,
but there is none; for salvation. but it is far off from us. Truth is
fallen in the street, and equity cannot enter" (Isa. lix. 10, 11, 14).
Many of God's children "wander up and down for meat, and seek
their bread from desolate places," and find none. If a small portion
of truth is dropped, it must be carefully guarded by creature responsibility, and offers of salvation contingent upon the free-will faith' of a
dead sinner, and founded upon the false framework of universal
redemption.
Now, this corruption of truth, this crop of minglecl seed, this
popular manufacture of a linsey-woolsey Gospel, which typically was
prohibited under the law (Lev. xix. 19), is received by multitudes who,
perf3ctly satisfied· with the vague idea of their free-will ability,
quietly surrender themselves to such teaching. The mercy is, to have
the veil removed, and sight given to behold the hidden evils withinto know the loss of all creature righteousness in the Adam fall, and
feel the need of blood, pardon, and righteousness by Christ Jesus.
Such souls are undflr divine teaching; for so saith our Lord: "No man
can come to Me except the Father which hath sent Me draw him;"
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and this drawing by the Father is a matter of etel:nal settlement, the
result of "eternal redemption," the work of "the eternal Spirit." " All
that the Father giveth Me shall come to Me." This refers to the
council of peace between the Three-in·One before all worlds. Hence
it is a matter of covenant engagement. that "him who cometh to
Me I will in no wise cast out." It cannot be otherwise, for they are
the gift of God to the Son, who laid down His life to redeem
them j and, by the power of the Spirit, they are quickened to see and
eel their need of Christ, and to come to Christ, and He- declares,
H Him that 'cometh to Me I
will in
wise cast out." The painful
exercises known among God's dear family by the long delay of an
assurance of childship is also a matter of divine sovereignty. " The
heir, as long as he is a child, differeth nothing from a sp.rvant, though
he be lord of all; but is under tuton and governors until the time
~ppointed of the father."
These words, in a primary sense, refer to the distinction between law
and Gospel, yet have they an experimental meaning with regard to the
eondition of God's people before liberty is realized in the soul. There
is a fulness of time to be completed, according to divine purpose, "to
redeem them that were under the law," and to cause them to receive
the adoption of sons. The history of their liberation and the cause
of it we have disclosed in these few words: "Because ye are sons,
God hath s~nt forth the Spirit of His Son in your hearts, crying,
Abba, Father." There is no other cause assigned than the predetermined will of J ehovah, who chose them from eternity in Christ,
quick!lned them by Christ, and then, "because" they are His sons and
daughters, sends His Spirit to give them the knowledge of their
relationship to Christ-

no

" On this condition have I allThat all is unconditional."

The manifestation of God's secret purpose toward the objects of
His love is made known outwardly to others by their re~eneration,
hut inwardly to themselves by adoption. Covenant settlements secure
the salvation of all God's family, and "Ye must be born again" is
the command of Heaven on hehalf of every sinner loved by God,
redeemed by Christ, and taught by the Holy Ghost. As said our
Lord, "No man can come to Me, except it he given unto him of My
Father j and every man that hath heard and learned of the Father
cometh unto Me." This is the fact of the case in every instance
of true conversion, but the experience and enjoyment of it by the
Spirit of adoption are as much a matter of covenant appointment and
divine gift as the bestowal of regeneration.
This is the hitch, so to speak, in the present day, where preachers
break down, and thrust upon the living soul the responsibility of
obtaining the benefits of adoption, who in no wise would assert any
partnership in regeneration. It was sharply defined thus by a soul
yearning after adoption: "He does not tell us we ought to do, but
He tells us we ought to have." Living souls are sensitive on this
point, and, when led by the Spirit, they detect the legal bias that
would add to the burden that press!ls with such weight on their
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conscience. Gladly would they get rid of it if they could, but there
is a time to favour Zion, when the meeting shall take place between
a loving Saviour and -a mourning sinner, and the heart shall feelingly
say, "This is mr Beloved, and this is my Friend." In bringing
about this sweet and happy exchange of "the oil of joy for mourning,"
the believer has no hand in the matter. There is no "ought," no
condition as the act and deed of the sinner, no doing or omitting
to do, that can either hurry or hinder the sovereign work of adopting grace. 'When the jubilee trumpet sounds in the ears of a living
soul, he receives liberty, and enters upon his lost inheritance, that was
his by eternal purpose and restored by sovereign command: "At
that day ye shall know that I am in My Father, and ye in Me,
and I in you." This is a day to be desired by the tremblers in
Zion-a day promised to the Church of old: "With joy shall ye
draw water [whether much or little] out of the wells of salvation."
Between life in regeneration,. and liberty in adoption, the interval may
vary in length, according to the infinite wisdom of God, who is a
giving God and a withholding G0d (Matt. xi. 25). His dealings are
as various in bringing souls into liberty and peace as in the first act
of conversion. Some hang in doubt all their days, till tlley reach th0
swellings of Jordan. This is their one immoveable cross: "Am I His,
or am I not 1" Others are set at liberty and receive their pardon
close upon th...ir deliverance from death and darkness when regenerated.
Many, like the helpless man at the pool of Bethesda, and the poor
woman with the spirit of infirmity, have had to wait long years for
the day of cure. They have had to groan and grieve under the
weight of this woe. Their salvation was secured in and by Christ;
but the time is fixed by sovereign decree for their liberation, when
they shall keep the feast of tabArnacles and "rejoice before the
Lord" (Lev. xxiii. 15-40); when the fact that God has delivered
them from Egypt shall be brought to mind by the Spirit of adoption
breathed into the soul through the power of the Holy Ghost, and the
sweet utterance, "Abba, Father, my Lord and my God!" shall issue
from the heart. This is the sealiug of the Spirit to the soul that
Christ's finished work was transacted for the needy, trembling sinner,
who now" rejoices with joy unspeakable" in the divine aasurance it was
done for him. But as in type, so in experience, the feast of tabernacles is for the most part of short duration. The branches wither,
the leaves fall, and the soul returns to its own place in a world of
conflict, sin, and woe; but the memory of the blessing bestowed
abides, and the echoes of the voice that spoke pardon, liberty, and
peace are heard in the heart again with reassuring power, while
the cry often goes forth from the soul, "0 Lord, revive Thy work
in the midst of the years, in the midst of the years make known;
in wrath remember mercy." At every stage of Christian experience
the words of Christ Jesus must be fulfilled: "All tht the Father
giveth :Me shall come to Me, and him that cometh to Me I will in
no wise cast out."

IF the love of . Goel set us on work, the God of love will pay us
our wages.
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THE WEALTH OF THE BELIEVER.
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ONE of the most forcible reasons for the believer's "rejoicing
alway in the Lord" is to be found in those remarkable words of
the Apostle Paul, "All things are yours" (1 Cor. iii. 22). We
naturally ask, "To whom are they addressed?" We find that Paul was
writing to the believers at Corinth, who, by the grace of God, were
manifested as His children and disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ. The
majority of them were poor, as we are told in another place, that "not
many mighty, not many noble are called; but God hath chosen the
poor of this world, rich in faith," to be "partakers of the inheritance
of the saints in light."
'What, then, does the text mean when it says to these early Christians, derided and persecuted by the world, "All things are yours" ~
""Ve think it refers to all natural and material things. We know how
natural it is for a child to say, "That belongs to my father;" and to feel'
that, as his child, it also belongs to him; and surely the child of God,.
in looking round upon the works of creation, beautiful, vast, and wonderful as they are, can say, "'Twas my Father who made th"m for me.'"
It is true that they may be nominally in the hands of unrighteous and
worldly m"n, while the children of God may, to all appearance, be
poor; yet it is nevertheless true that all material things are theirs, being
made for their use and support, and indeed only continued on their
account. Our Lord gave utterance to this grand truth when He said
to His disciples, "Ye arc the salt of the earth." Remove, if you could,.
the children of God out of this world, and see what would happen.
'Why, it would speedily come to an end, having fulfilled its purpose-to
supply the wants and sustain the natural life of God's children. Well
may the Psalmist exclaim, "Happy are the people whose God is the Lord!"
All providential things are also the Christian's. How encouraging
this should be to the heavenly pilgrim, who has here no continuing city! And where is the man, except the believer, who can
dare tll say that everything that happens in the affairs of the world,
in family matters, and in the discipline of his own life, must of necessity "work together for his good," because all providential things are
his? Yet this is absolutely true with respect to the child of God,
who knows that nothing happens by chance, but all with the foreknowledge and' permission of God-that "not a sparrow falleth to
the ground" without His will. who" ruleth among the armies of heaven
and the inhabitants of the earth, none staying His hand, or saying,
'What doest Thou?"
The Christian, then, has his Father ruling in heaven and earth, and
will He not order an things for his good? We know He will, for
"like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear
Him." Go on, then, rejoicing, ye Christian pilgrims.' The way may be
rough, your foes many and mighty, but" greater is He that is with you
than all those who are against you." God has made provision for all
your wants, all of which He has foreseen, and through which He has
.purposed to bring you in peace and safety to His mansions of bliss.
Oh, to feel that our breth,ren in heaven are "more happy, but not
more secure,"
u u 2
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We pass on to observe that all spiritual things are. the believer's.
Angels are his: "The chariots of God are twenty thousand, even
thousands of angels;" and in another place we are told that they are
"sent forth to ministl'r to the heirs of salvation." All through the Scriptures we find them acting as glad messengers and helpers of the godly.
,Yho would not be a child of God, to possess such heavenly att~n
dants as these ~ Did they not pull Lot out of Sodom when he was
inclined to linger ~ and when Jacob, fleeing from the presence. of his
brother Esau, lay down to sleep with a stone for his pillow, did they
not appear to him and encourage him on his way ~ Who delivered
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego from the fiery furnace ~ Who came
and shut the mouths of the lions when Daniel was cast into their den ~
Who made the chains to fall from the limbs of sleeping Peter, when
bound between two soldiers ~ 'Were not angels in all these cases the
instruments of relief and comfort ~
These, and many other instances which are recorded in Scripture,
prove beyond a doubt that angels belong to the inheritance of saints.
Satan knew this truth well when he tempted our Lord to cast Himself from a pinnacle of the temple, quoting that Scripture which
says, "He shall give His angels charge over Thee; they shall bear
Thee up in their hands, lest Thou dash Thy foot against a stone."
Angels also are the Christian's in time of want. How literally was
this when Hagar and Ishmael were dying from thirst in the wilderness, and behold an angel appeared to them, saying, " Weep not,"
and supplied their wants. Oh, the blessedness of being a child of
God, and having His angels as ministering servants!
Another source of wealth to the Christian is the Word of God.
- Who can tell the delight which comes over the traveller as he consults
. his map of directions, telling him not only the way, but also the
.dangers and pleasures of the heavenly journey, as well as the character
of the people through whose cities and lands he has to pass ~ What
would not DAvID LIVINGSTONE have given to have possessed such a
treasure with regard to Central Africa, and the numerous tribes he
would have to encounter ~ But he had to go and find out for himself. Not so the celestial pilgrim. He has an infallible guide-book, so
that they who take heed thereto never go wrong" This is the Book which ends the strife
Where wit and reason fail."

Next to God Himself, this is the greatest treasure a child of God
possesses. Would that we valued and used it more than we do!
Among these "all things" belonging to believers are the faithful ministers
of the Gospel. They are described as the servants of the Church.
There are no masters in the Saviour's household, for He hath said,
" All ye are brethren;" and, "He that will be greatest, let him become
the servant of all." It is a great and inestimable blessing to have
faithful pastors and teachers. One minister whose heart overflows with
the love of Christ is able, by the grace of God, to accomplish wondrous
results. Moral power, rather than intellectual superiority, is to be
desired in a minister. Christianity is the religion of the heart as
well as the head, and love is more potent than intellect. It is but
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right that the ministers of God should resemble their Master. He
who revealed Himself as love must not be represented by cold and
intellectual preachers of the Gospel, but by loving ambassadors of
Jesus Christ. Happy the people who have a pastor after the Master's
own heart, and who can truly say, "The love of Christ constraineth
me."
The means of grace are the believer's. These may be likened to
places of refreshment and rest, where the Christian traveller, wearied
with his journey, turns in to get a foretaste of the heavenly rest and
enjuyment which await him at his journey's end. They who have
enjuyed these means of grace can sing with Watts"The hill of Zion yields
A thousand sacred sweets,
_,
Befure we tread the heavenly fields,
Or walk the golden streets."
For, as heaven

a 'state as well as a place, so" 'l'he men of grace have found
Glory begun below."
And what saint is there who would willingly resign the pleasure of
attending the King's house-the privilege of praying, praising, and
listeuing to the earnest preaching of the Word -or, best of all, sitting
at the table of the Lord under His canopy of love 1
"My willing soul would stay
In such a frame as this;
And sit and sing herself away
To everlasting bliss."
He who is a stranger to the feeling so vividly described by David
in the eighty-fourth Psalm may well doubt his sonship in the divine
family: "A day in Thy courts is better than a thousand I would
rather be a duur-keeper in the house of my God, than dwell in the
tents of wickedness" I fear, in this luxurious age, Christians neglect
and undervalue these inestimable privileges. "All seek their own, not
the things which are Jesus Ohrist's,"
IS

(To be continued.)

"RETRA.CINGS AND RENEWINGS."
To those of God's children who have drunk most deeply of the cup
of surruw and perplexity, and had most frequent" feliuwship with the
sufferings of Uhrist," Dr. Doudney's last volume will duubtless,
subject to divine grace, be pregnam with instruction and comfort, as
well as strengthening the hope and cheri;;hing that "strung faith
The deep spiritual exercises and melluw expewhich glorifies God."
rience which characterize it will, we trust, help many in the "strait
way" to "thank God and take courage."
~~

~~Q

GOD loveth His people to the elld, therefore they shall endure to
the end.
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FROM HEART TO HEART.-No. XXXVI.

My DEAR MRS. L--,-1 was very glad to hear once more from
you, thoulI:h it would have given me more pleasure to have heard that
you, by faith, had seen the Lnrd as your portion, and had had some
moments of sunshine across your truly dark path j but as God, in
His sovereignty, has ordered some flowers to grow in the shade, so
do I bf"lieve that spot to be appointed for some of His dear
people. ["Vithout doubt j and how clearly, in the light of eternity,
will they discover the wisdom and the love and the mercy that
appointed their lot in the time-state! How will thpy bless, praise,
and adore their infinitely wise as well as gracious God for all their
shadowed and sheltered positions, as well as for the sunshine, of thpir pilgrimage !] Would that they could but contemplate that Lily of the Valley,
JeRus, in His sl~t!el'ing walk here for us, as well as His death for ns; and
I believe they would be lerl so out of self as to get a little sunshine
into their poor souls almost before they were aware of it. l Yes, His service and His sufferings may well e}'er be united in our contemplations j
and, as our sister says, these contemplations, under the miuistry of the
Holy Ghost, will instrumentally lead us out of self; and whatever does
that is verily a blessing in disguise, come in whats<level' form it may.]
I WHS on this very subject this morning, when talking with my
Lord, and begged of Him not to let me forget what my common
mercies even bad cost Him. c, Why bad HE no bed to lie down on
but the cold mountain-top ~" 1 asked myself~ That I may be provided
with one! "\Vhy had my Lord no home ~" That a poor, undeserving
creature like myself may have one !. [Would to God that we were
personally led more and more into these blessed details by way of
contrast and comparison! Assurpdly, upon such grounds, the early
language of the l03rd Psalm would be more frequently our own than
otherWise.] And so I went on till I came to the climax-His deathwhich was the great payment for the debt He incurred due to us j
and I pondered there awhile, till I was lo"t in the depth of a love
we can never fathom, f<lr it is too deep for this time-state, and
eternity alone is suitable for , hat. 'which never has an end. It is not
often I get. enough out of hideous self [\Ye delight in that expression,
"hideous self!" Never was artist more correct in portraiture! It is
life-like indeed,' however our poor proud hearts may rebel at so true
a representation of the original.] to have such a sortening and profitable
time; but., when I was there, how I prayed the Lord Mver to let me
receive a mercy without. remembering the fearful agony it cost our precious Lord! "Oh," I thought, "what daring indep~ndence to take even
our common mercies as though they were our right, apart from the purchase by blood!" [Ah! as a dying saint once said to us, "The blood has
done it all!" Oh, the blood! the blood! Would that we could ever
remember the costly price of. the blood!] I then went back to the
home of my childhood, where eve1'Y luxu'I"y was at hand, to say nothing
of a'l necessaries, and remembered how I had taken all as a matter
of course, and should to this day, if grace had not stopped me in my
sin and folly, and caused me to see things in the face of Jesus Christ.
[Beloved sister, does not the review endear the testimony-
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With hetldles~ 8tep~ I ran,
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Thine arm,
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~~l1seen,

conveyed me safe,

And led me up to man" 11

And how wonderful it is that He so cares for me, and gives ,all that
I can possibly want!
'Vhile "on this suhject, I must tell you a nice remark or two
of Mr. Edwards': "Paul says, '1 have learned, in whatsoever state
I am, therewith to be content,' &c. Did Paul like his scourgings,
his imprisonments 1 No, no better than we should j but he meant
thus-' Lord,_ i~ it is for Thy glory for me to suffer, let it be -so.'
Now," says Mr. Edwards, "how are we to understand this 1 Paul·
says he 'suffered need,' and God says, '1 will snpply all your need.'
Here are two apparently opposite statements. WJ,y, it is thusif God sees you require, for your good, poverty, or affliction of
body, or loss of' frieuds, He will send it. What we wnnt is one thing j
what God sees we need is another." This was very confirming to me,
and I have looked at yOUT sorrows in this li~ht as well as my own.
I often think of you, but God never has His eye off you. [How
glorious is the promise, "0 1<31'30...1, thou shalt not be forgotten of Me."]
This is the case, anll your not being able to believe it does not alter
the fact. [N 0, bnt the rather estabJ ishes and confirms that precious
truth, "My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways'
My ways, saith the Lord. :For as the heavens are higher than the
earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts than
your t.ho'lghts."] There were 'the wounds of love in Jesus' body, and
Thomas, in the '/Jay fnce of his Master, refused to believe without
feeling them. What a kindness for those who came after, to let
this unbelief be made known! How you and 1 can come in here,
when dragged down by trying circumstances! To be grovelling about
upon the grouud of wretched self is OUT n(~tu1'e,. to rise above it is
the gift of God; but it is not our nature to deplore it, nor to wish
to rise above it-that is God's teaching of the soul.
Mr. Edwards sRid one day that coming to Christ was sighing after
Him, because we could not come; and it was great faith to keep'
on seeking, and to be satisfied with nothing short of finding Christ,
because it showed the belief we had in Him that no one else will
do for us. [.<\ blessed truth is this; aud sure we are it is as much
the work of the Holy Ghost to cause a sinner to si,gh after Christ
as it is to enable him to sing of Christ. Poor proud human nature
is as powerless in the one case as the other.] "And,'" said Mr. Edwards,
"Chris~ialls make a great mistake about faith.
The priuciple of faith
is one thing j the enjoyment of it is quite another matter. You.
may have the one without the other."
It has just occurred to me that Jesus said to the poor Greek
woman, "0 woman, greart is thy faith!" while she was sorroujully plead'ing, not after He had said, "Be it unto thee even as thou wilt j"
for faith then was lost in sight, for she had got what she wanted.
[The clinging before the comfort.' Precious and powerful faith that I]
May the L 'I'd fasten this fact upon you and me !
Believe me to remain, yours in much sympathy and Christian love,

June 22nd, 1870.

M. L M.

694

The Gospel

Magazil~e.

A BRAND PLUOKED OUT OF THE FIRE.
IN the Evangelical Magazine for 1807 we met with the following most
striking narrative. Personally we were the more deeply interested,
because it was the Rev. JOHN GHlFFIN whom we used, as a b0y, to,
hear preach his annual sermon to Sunday-school children on a Good
Friday afternonn; and. because it was when reading his "Child's:
Memcrial j or, The History of Dinah D071dney," a step-sister of ours, that
we were so deeply impressed.
In considering the annexed account, the reader may well say, "vVh<>
need despair of tue vilest and apparently the most hopeless of characters,
after such a marvellous display of love, mercy, and power, as that,
displayed in the case of poor OOVEY?"
Mr. Pratt, in the second volume of his" Glp,anings," relates an affecting·
anecdote of a sailor on board the Venemble, the ship in which Admiral'
Duncall comm.nded the fleet in the action against the Dutch, off C.mperdown. He received the account from Dr. Duncan, Lord Duucan's chaplain
and relative, who, in the action, assisted the surgeon and his mate in binding up the wounds and amputating the limbs of the unfortunate sufferers.
"A mariner," says the Doctor, "of the name of Covey, was brought down
to the surgtry deprived of both his legs; and it was necessary, some hours.
after, to amputate still higher. 'I suppose,' said Covey, with an oath, 'these
scissors will bnish the business of the ball, master mate l' 'Inoeed, my
brave fdlow,' cried the surgeon, 'there is some fear of it.' ',",'ell, never
mind,' said Covey, 'I have lost my legs to 'be sure, and mayhap may lose
my life; but,' cODlinutd he with a dreadful oath, 'we have beat the Dutch t
we have beat the Dutch! so I'll even have another cheer for it: huzza!
huzza! '"
This aIJecdote is rendered more interesting still, by some prior and
subsequent Cl!'cumst.ances attending this poor sailor. Covey was a good seamau, and nuticed among his shipmates for his intrepidity; but he was
pre-emin~nt in sin as well as ill courageous actions.
About a fortnight beforethe English fell in with the Dutch tieet, he dreamed that they were in an
engagement., in which both his legs were shot off, and that he was out of.
his mind. The dream made this courageous seaman tremble, and somttimes
attempt to pray; but, not liking to retain God in his thoughts, he
endeavoured to obliterate the impressions from his memory, and the rec"llection of his sins from his conpcience, by drinking and bla:;phemous int", course
with the ship's company. His efforts, huwever, were in vain. The thoughts
of his sins, of God, and of death, harassed his mind day and night, and
filled him with gloomy forebudings of what await.ed him in this wurld and.
in the n~xt, till the sight of the Dutch fleet, and their conversation with
each other concerning the heroic achievements they should perform, dispelled
the gloomy sllhject from his mind. As the two fleets were coming into.
action, the noble Admiral, to save the lives of his men, ordered them to lie
flat on the deck till, being nearer the en!lmy, their firing might do t.he more
execution. The Dutch ships at this time wer~ pouring their broadsides intothe Venemble as she p"ssed down part of the Dutch fleet, in order to break
their line. This stout.·hearted and wicked Covey, having lost all the impressions of his former reflections, heaped in rapid succession the most dre«dful
impreca.tions on the eyes, and limbs, and souls of what he called his.
cowardly shipmates, for lying down to avoid the ball of the Dutch. He
refused to obey the order till, fearing the authority of an officer not farfrom him" he in part complied, by leaning over a cask which stood near,
till the word of command was given to fire. At the moment of rising, a.
bar~shot carried away one of his legs and the greater part of the other;
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but, so instantaneous was the stroke, though he WII.9 sensible of something
like a jar in his limbs, he knew not that he had lost a leg till his stump
came to the deck, and he fell. W-hen his legs were amputated higher up~
and the noise of the battle had ceased, he thought of his dream j and
expected that, as one part of it was fuifilled, the uther would be so too.
Indeed, considering the pain of amputating and dressing both legs, and the.
agit",tion of his mind from feRring th" full accomplishment of his dream, it
appears next to a miracle that he retain~d his r"ason in the most perfect.
state; but this was to be explained to him at a future period. Some time.
after he came out of Haslar Hospital, capable of w",lking by means of tW()
wooden legs and two crutches j but his spirits were sorely d~jected, from
fearing that, as his sins had brought upon him the judgments of God in the
loss of his limbs, they would bring it upon him in the loss of his reason.
and the loss of his soul.
H",ving heard of Orange Street Chapel, Portsea, he came on the first.
Sabbath ev~ning after his leaving the hospital. The text that evening was
Mark v. 15: "And they come to Jesus, and see him that was possessed with
the devil, and had the legion, sittiug, and clothed, and in his right mind."The minister represented this demouiac as a tit emblem of sinners in general ~
but especially of those who live WIthout rul" and order, drunkards~
blasphemers, and injurious to themselves and others; but his sitting at the
feet of Jesus, clothed, and in his right mind, as an engaging representation
of the siuner couverted to 'God by the GO'l!el, made s"nsible of the evil of
sin, the value of his soul, and the nec~ssi"y of salvation through a crucified
Redeemer; enjoying peace of mind, having fellowship with Christ and Hig;
people, submitting to the authority of the Scriptures, and receiving instructious from Christ, the Friend of sinner.. Cov"y listened With att"ntion and
surprise-wondered how the minister should know him among so many
huudred people, or who could have tllld him his character and state of
mind. Hi. astonishment was still more increased when he found him describe~
as he thought, the whole of his life, aud even his secret sins. He could
not account for it, why a minister should make a sermon all about him, a
poor wooden-Jegged sailor. His sins being bNught afresh to his mind, filled
him with horrors ten-fold more gloomy than before. Dclspair for som~
minutes took a firm held on his spirils, and he th',ught h" was now going
out of his mind, should die, and be l"st, t-i1l the minister declared JesusChrist was as willing to save the vilest of silln"rs as he was to relieve this
poor cre",ture posse8sed of the devil, aud that a man was restored to his
right mind hen he believed in Him. H" now began to underst.",nd th&
true interpretation of his dream. He thought he haLL b""n out of his mind
all his life, and that to love a.nd serve J e.uS Christ would be a restoration
to his right senses again.
He was now "I most overwhelmed with pleasure.
'Vh,l" hearing of the astonishiug love of Jesus Christ to sinners, hope took
the place of despair, and joy of grief and hon:or. Those eyes which had
never shed a tear when he lost his Jeg., nor when the shattered parts of
his limbs were amputated, now wept in copious streams, flowing from strong
sens..tions of mingl~d joy and sorrow!
Some weeks after this, he called and ralated to me the whole of his
histury and experience. He was surprised to find that I had never received
any infurmatiun about him at the time the sermon was preached which s()
exactly met his case. Something more than twelve months after this timer
he was received a member of our Church, having given satisfactory evidences
of being a genuine and consistent Christian. A few weeks since, hearing
he was 111, -I went to visit him. When I entered his room he said, "Come.
in, thou ma.n of ~od! I have been longing to see you, and to tell you th~
happy state of my mind. I believe I shall soon die; but death now has
no terrors in it. 'The sting of death is sin, but, thanks be to Gud, He
has given me the victory through Jesus Christ.' I am going to heav~n!
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Oh, what has Jesus done for me, one of the vilest sinners of the human
race!" A little before he died, when he thought himself within a few hours
of dissolution, he said, "I have often thought it was a hard thing to die,
bilt now I find it a very easy thing to die. The presence of Christ make3
it easy. The joy I feel from a sense of the love of God to sinners, from
the thought of being with the Saviour, of being free from a siuful heart,
and of eujoying the pr~sence of God for ever, is more than I can express!
Oh, how different my thoughts of God, and of myself, and of another world,
from what they were when I lost my precious limbs on board the VeneTable!
It was a precious loss to me! If I had not lost my legs I should perhaps
have lost my so.ul!" With elevated and clasped hands, and with eyes
glistening with earnestness through the tears which flowed down his face,
he said, "Oh, my dear minister, I pray you, when I am dead, to preach a
funeral sermon for a poor saillilr; and tell others, especially sailors, who are
as ignorant and as wicked as I was, that poor blaspheming Covey found
mercy with God, through faith in the blood of Christ! Tell tllem that,
since I have found mercy, none t.hat seek it need to despair. You know
better than I do what to say to them. But oh, be in e"rnest with them;
and may the Lord grant that my wicked neighbours and fellow sailors may
find mercy as wrH as Covey!" He said much more; but bis last words
he uttered were" Hallelujah! hallelujah!"
If the anecdote of his fortitude and courage is worthy of being recorded,
I think it due to Covey, and to the honour of divine grace, to relate his
dying testimony in favour of the roligion of Jesus CfJrist. I wish Dr.
Duncan and Mr. Pratt had witnessed the last dying hours of this once
ign"rant and bl"sph"mous sinner; they would have Seen what a ph,asing
change was effected by the meek and efficacious grace of uur compassionate
Redeemer.
As these things require testimony, I give you my name,
POl'tsea.
JOHN GRIFFIN.

'¥Jrot~atant ~el1Wll.
RITU.A:LISM, THE HALF·WAY ,HOUSE TO ROME.
BY A LADY.

present degrading and sorrowful condition of the Church of
England may be partly attributed to a gang of priestly and confessional
ecclesiastics, who for some year3 havd heen prowling about, some of
them under the garb of Evaugeli.,ts, endeavouring gradually to overthrow Protestantism, and to establish their own Satanic doctrine; and
other denoII!!nations also, Presbyterians, Congregationalists, and Baptists,
among the number, are pm·takers of the guilt of the existin~ state of
thitlgs.
Ritualism and Christ are as much opposed to each other as
light is to darkness, therefore they cannot possibly co·exist, and, had
this pernicious and idolatrous mode of worship been stamped out on
its fir~t appearance, it would never have attained such gigantic strides
as it has been so culpably suffered to do. All this pealing forth of
elaborate mu~ical worship, together with false lights, postures, studied
vestments, &c., are only man's device for banishing Christ.
It is
to be hoped that the heads of our Church and Government will' bestir
themselves, and knock down all these barriers of destruccion, exer,;ising
their proper and rightful authority, which is th6ir solemn and bounden
duty to do, instead of remaining in a state of apathy and total
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indifference to the spreading of Popery and the rapid decline of all
Reformation principles, which, grievous to say, has been allowed to be
so long tolerated. There is a painful and striking contrast between the
present formal and barren prote,;sors, and those good, sound old divines
who have passecl away to their rest, and were ripe for eternity. What
would they have thought of the awful wickedness of any man in our
day setting up for a confessor, when confession should be spoken in no
ear but God's')
These few lines are addressed to aU classes of the community, but
are intended -specially for those who have been or may become foolishly
infatuated by mountebank services or Papistical mummel'ies.
On my visit to Malvern now (1880), I am much conct\rned to find
that the Ritual epidemic has extended to this salubrious place. and
also that the Gospel once so simply and truthfully set forth by the late
lamented and faithful pastor, Mr. FISK, of the Abbey Church, is no
longer heard, and that a mixture of Ritualistic services are set up in
its place, thereby encllura"ing those who are weak enough to be drifted
away by such a flimsy profession of religion. In short, this ensnaring
Chu1"Ch trap has be~n permitted to remain set so long, that it has
S. S. B.
caught its thousands.

A PAINFUL CONTRAST.
UPON taking down the volume of the E'vangelical Magazine for 1-807,
the eye at once fell upon the following paragraph:BLASPHEMY PUNISHED.-At a court martial, held at Portsmouth. October
27th, f,w the trial of the surgeon of His Maje.ty's ship ,Jamaica for improper
conduct, the evid"'lJce fu!' the prosecuhon being c!o'ed, the prisoner entered
upon his deft'lice. and desired that Mr. C--, the purser, mighr. be examined.
This was obje('ted to, on the grollnd that he, the purser, h",d he..." heard
to utter blasphemous expressions, which showed that he WllS an infidel and
an atheist; and, therefore, that his evidence was inarimis.ibJe. To prove
this allegation, several witnesses were called, wh" testifi...d t hat he had
uttered expressions to the following purport: "That Ollr 'S",viollr Jesus
Christ was an impostor-that he would like to have seen Him receive five
dozen lashes at the gangway- that the Bible was a parcel of d--d lies,
and ought to be bllrlJed by the common hangman." In Cl)n,eCjuellce of
this tesrimony, the COllrt agreeri that the evidence of Mr. C - , the purser,
could not be re<:eived, and that his conduct should be rttprps<'llt<.,d to the
Lords of the AJmiral,y, which was done accordingly, when Mr. C - - was
immediatelv supers...d"d.
This decision, we conceive, does honour to the
court martial and to the Lords of the Admiralty.

Contrasting the foregoing with recen.t facts, we thought that, as a
nation, we hau sadly degpnerated. Who among those in authority
would now take such steps as were then adopted in regard to that
infidel purser 7 But; lamentable as tbese facts are, as far as our
rulers are concerned, there- is yet, .if possible, a more painful aspect
of the time~, when we considpr the part taken by pvlitical Dissenting ministers. In the midst of the excitement of the last
election, a prominent and poplllar Nonconformist minister sairl to a
personal friend of ours that, "had there been no other candidate,
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he would have voted for Bradlaugh in preference to a Conservative."
The B1'istol Times and Mirror of September 3rd contains the annexed:. DISSENTERS AND RELIGION.-Dr. Allon, the Independent minister at
Islinglon, said at the recent meeting of the Liberation Society, "I for one
am prepared to fight side by side with t.he infidel and the atheist in all
questions that compromise their civil rights as citizens."

If this is "seeking first the kingdom of God and B is righteousness,"
we are much mistaken: and, if the Most High does not chasten for such
utterances and examples, we are equally mistaken. Have the professed
people of GGd-mini~ters especiaHy-ceased to be considered as
"strangers and pilgrims upon earth" 7 Are they now citizens of the
world, instead of citIzens of Zion 7
Que~tion, if the Lord Jesus were on earth now, would He have
reason of His profp.ssed servants to say, "My kingdom is not of this
world: if My king<l.om were of this world, then would My servants
fight" 7

THE BISHOP OF LIVERPOOL ON CHURCH AND DISSENT.
AT the recent Leicester Church Congress, Bishop RVLE said: "To
speak angrily and contemptuously of those whom we ourselves have
made Dissenters is, to say the least, most unjust. That old saying is
too much forgotten, "Schismatic1f,S est qui sepurationem causat, non q1ti
sepamt." I have not the slightest sympathy with those who regard
Dissent as an evil, and only evil, and would hand Nonconformists
over to the uncovenanted mercies of God. I shall never hesitate to
declare my conviction that, in thousands of parishe~, Dissenters have
done an immense amount of spiritual good. They have supplied the
Chl.1,rch's lack of service; they have taught the elements of Christianity
to multitudes who would otherwise have died" without God and without
hope." Can nothing be done to improve the relations of Church and
Dit'sent 1 I will offer a few plain mggestions from the standpoint of
a Churchman. For one thing, we should always remember that we
must draw a broad line of distinction between Dissenters and Dissenters.
If we suppose, for example, became some wild men are il1cessautly
telling the public that the Established Church is a Bal.>ylon which
ought to be destroyed, or that all the Prayer-Books ought to be
burned, or that the union of Church and State is an adulterous connection, or that all clergymen ought to be stripped of their endowments
and turnad iuto the streets, or that Anglican ministers are mere serL<=;
and slaves, who are paid. out of the taxes-if, I say, we suppose, because
some Dissenters talk this rubbish, that all Dissenters agree with them,
we are quite mistaken. I believe, on the contrary, that the vast
majority of serious, God-fearing Nonconformists have no sympathy with
this kind of language, and thoroughly dislike it. Although attached
to their own chapels, they have no wish to quarrel with the Church,
and are willing to think and let thil1k. The empty tubs always make
most sound. \Ve must not condemn' all Dissenters on account of the
extravagant words of a rabid minority. For another thing, we must
cultivate the habit of treating Dissenters with kindness, courtesy, and
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consideration. Let us not deal with thorn as the Jews did with the
Samaritans. I am firmly convinced, after studying Dissent carefully
for about forty years, that many Dissenter8 are what they are from
downright ignorance. They are almost entirely ignorant of the communion from which they keep aloof. For another thing, we must not
waste time and energy on the pleasant but quixotic idea that we can
ever bring about a wholesale rennion of Church and Dissent. I
:1m sorry to throw cold water on the charitable plans of some of
my brethren. I freely admit that nothing is impossible, but of all
improbable and uulikely things, I see none more improbable and unlikely
than a fusion and amalgamation of Methodists, Independents, and Baptists with the Church of England. Whatever may happen in isolated
cases, it is not reasonable to suppose that trained and educated Dissenting ministers as a rule will ignore their own orders and seek to
be reordained, nor is it reasonable to suppose their congregations would
follow them.
And unhappily this is not all.
Our own internal
divisions place an insuperable barrier in the way of reunion."
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A MEMOIR OF THE LATE MR. JOHN MOREY, OF NORTH
ROAD, CHICHESTER.
[THE annexed has been some time in type; its insertion was delayed
for want of space.-En.]
IN tracing J ehovah's merciful dealings with His chosen people, we are
ever reminded of the truth that they are what they are by the grace
of God, and also according to the measure of the gift of grace. We
may truly say with reference to our departed frienu and brother in
Christ., he was one whom the Lord had graciously favoured, and we have
found it a pleasure to meet with him and converse on the things of God,
he having a deep experimental knowledge of divine truth. We truly
felt he was one who lived a life of faith on the Son of God-one to
whom Christ was indeed precious. He thus knew the blessedness of
a living union with Christ; and, being truly a man of prayer, enjoyed
at times communion and fellowship with the Father and with His
Son Jesus Christ. He was one whom the Lord had truly separated
from the world and a formal profession, and hence he was a lover of
"the truth as it is in J csus."
On one' of my visits to him during his last illness, he informed me
that he was first convinced of his state as a poor lost sinner in the
month of February, 1821, when near Southampton, on the road to
ROlllsey. He said the Lord stopped him in a moment. Before that
time he had only heard the letter of the Word; at that time he felt
the power of the Word. We may say it was the time when the Lord
l)assed by and bade him live, thus fulfilling His own Word, wherein
He has said, "Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, and
now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God: and
,they that hear shall live." The Lord met him in a sovereign way, so
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that he could enter experimentally into the language of the poet whero
00 says"But thus the eternal council rane Almighty love, arrest that man!'
I fdt the arrows of distress,
And found I had no hidiug-p]ace."

Thus brought under concern about his state, the Lord, in the
all-wise ordering of His providence, brought him under the preached
Word, provillg the truth of that portion of Paul's Epistle to the Philippians where h~ saith, "Being confident of this very thing, that He
which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day
of Jesns Christ." Some time after the Lord had thus met with him,
he was much helped under the Word preached by Mr. John Vinall,
sen., in a malthouse at or near lVlidburst, from the words, "Thy
people also shall be all righteous; they shall inherit the land for ever,
the branch of My planting, the work of My hands, that I may be glorified." At first it was suggested to his mind that the Lord's people
were all righteous, but that he was a sinner. However, after Mr. Vinall
opened the portion, he was much helped and comforted under the
"Vord.
Some tillle after this he was left to fall into a very backsliding
state. At this time he was somewhat like the Lord's people who are
spoken of unner the character of Ephraim thus: e. Ephraim is joined to
idols; let him alone." He remained in this state for some years, and
it was truly a time of sore temptation. The adversary, Satan, often
tried to drive him to desperation, but the Lord preserved him through
all, and, in His own time, delivered him from his state of captivity. I
understood him to say, when he was relating to me the Lord's merciful dealings with him, that he was about fifteen years in this state.
On one occasion he went to Zion Chapel, Chichester, when Mr. Lewis
gave out the hymn" Happy the men th;tt fear the Lord !
They from the paths of sin depart,
Rejoice and tremble at His Word,
And hide it deep within their heart."

He said, wheu the above was given out, he felt condemned, and
had heel) for years in that state, and continued so until one Lord's
Day, Mr. Parsuns, who was then pastor of Zion Chapel, spoke from
the second verse of the sixte"enth chapter of the 'second book of
Samuel: "And the king said unto Ziba, What .meanest thou by these ~
And Ziba said, The asses be for the king's household to ride on; and
the bread and summer fruit for the young men to eat; and the wine,
that such as be faint in the wilderness may drink" The preached
VVord on this occasion was specially blessed to him, more particularly
that part of the verse referring to such as be faint in the wilderness,
for this was his case spiritually. For some time after he was much
profited under the Word, and had been from that time of God's gracious renewings preserved over forty years, daily praying to the Lord
to uphold and preserve him in His fear. Some time after, the Lord
appeared for his help, and delivered him fmm the sad state he was in.
He became a member of the Church under the pastoral charge of Mr.
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Parsons, and was for many years a deacon of the Church. By many
Christian friends who knew him he was much respected.
In the providence of God, some few years since he left Zion Chapel,
and attended Providence Chapel, Chichester. After worshipping with
ns for some time, feeling a spiritual union to the friends and to
myself as pastor of the Church, he expressed his desire to become a
member, and was received into Church fellowship on the second
day of March, 1877. He continued to attend, both on Lord's Days
and week evenings, while health permitted.
The time !1t length came when he could no longer meet with u~.
I then visited him from time to time up to the time of his end,
and we had many special occasions that were truly seasons of refreshing while conversing on the things of God.
He was mainly kept
during his illness patiently waiting on the Lord, and at times longing
"to depart, to be with Christ,," for Christ was truly his only hope,
and he could say-" On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand;
All other ground is sinking sand."

-

There were seasons when the enemy sorely harassed him, as he was
drawing near his end; but the Lord was his defence and his shade
upon his right hand. He said to me on one occasion, on referring to
the Lord's merciful dealings with him, "Do not be afraid to speak
out, sir. Tell them [meaning those gathered together to hear the
preached ,Vord] there is hope for the vilest sinner who is brought
to true repentance, knowing and believing that Christ 'is exalted a
Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins;' and that God hath thus exalted Him with His
right hand, and also to sit at His right hand, as expressed by
David in Psalm ex. 1, 'The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit Thou at My
right hand, until I make Thine enemies Thy footstool.'"
On my last visit to our aged friend, he seemed much engaged in
prayer, and kept repeating, "To whom be glory," &c., and then he
would conclude his petition, but only to begin again. His beloved
daughter, who was with him, and to whom he felt a double union,
wrote the following remarks with reference to her father's last days
on earth;My dear father is still suffering very mucb, constantly praying; for
submission that he may not murmur, for his desire is to wait all the
days of his appointed time, but says he must join with the great
Apostle when he said, "I desire to depart, to be with Christ." "Oh,
my precious Jesus! When shall 1 come and appear before God 1 Bow
down Thine ear, and have mercy on me, and, assuage the pain, my
precious Jesus! I can fall into His hands, cleaving to the Lord
with full purpose of heart. What shall I do this night, oh, my
conquering Lorrl1 I have asked Him to preserve us' through the
night. Oh, my dear Lord, do keep me! Let this affliction humble
me.
" 'Jesus, my All, to heaven is goneHe whom I fix my hopes upon;
His track I see, and I'll purdue
The narrow way till Him I vi€w.' "
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. Satu1'day morning.-He said, "Is it soon, dearest Lord, Thy chariot is
coming 1 Oh, that great enemy! He thrust sore at me j but my blessed
Jesus mane it all right in a moment." He said he knew now what
Bunyan meant by the hand-to-hand fight. "Oh, how glad I am it is
nearly over!
." 'There I shall see His face,
And never, never sin ;
There, from the rivers of His grace,
Drink endless pleasures in.'
" '0 death, where is thy sting? 0 grave, where is thy victory?'"
Clasping his hands and looking upward, he said, "My precious, take
care of me j with full purpose of heart cleaving unto the Lord j closer,
closer, closer to Thee, Thou dearest, sweetest, blessed Jesus!" He
then said, "Enter thou into the joy of thy Lord."
Sunday mominq.-" I should love to gain that blessed throng,' ancl
bow, the chief of sinners there.''' He said to me, "Don't cry, my dear j
we shall soon meet again. ,I feel persuaded we shall, and so will your
dear husband. Give my kind Christian love to him. Tell him I shall
know him." He then repeated his favourite verse"My soul anticipates the day,
"Vould stretch her wings and soar away,
To aid the song, a palm to bear,
And bow, the chief of sinners there."
His voice failed fast. Looking up, he said, "Come, my blessed Jesus!
Bless Him, my lovely Friend! Come and take me to Thyself! Thou
art 'the Chiefest among ten thousand' to my soul.
" 'Dear name! the R"ck on which I build,
My Shield and Hiding-place,
My never-failing Treasury, filled
With boundless stores of grace.'
"How should I like to shake off this poor earthly tabernacle, and
mount aloft! But-" 'Shall guilty man 'complain ?
Shall sinful dust repine 1
And what is all our pain?
How light compared with Thine!'
"Let me see Thy countenance, my precious Jesus! Do not let me
murmur! Do keep me! Blessed prospect: 'Enter thou iuto the joy
of thy Lord.''' Looking upward, he said, "Gazing, gazing, gazing on
Him : but I cannot drop it," meaning his body. "Come, Thou sweet,
heavenly Friend, and take Thy poor child home! Praise Him! Extol
Him! How long, dear Lord? Help me to bear these sharp pains.
Oh, to join that everlasting song, and 'crown Him Lord of all'!
Come, sweet Jesus! 'My soul anticipates the day,' &c.
Do, dear
Lord, have compassion! Help me to bear it j do, dear Lord!"
A friend said that he would go now, that he might rest quiet.
"Ycs," dear father said, '" Quietness and assurance for ever.'''
Speaking to mother, he said, "My dear" 'In Christ his Ark he safely' rides,
Nor wrecked by death nor sin:
How is it he so fast abides?
The ·Lord has shut him in.'
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"And He has done it too. 'Rejoice not against me, 0 mine enemy.'
Do, dear Lord, help me to bear it! I do not want to murmur, but
I should be so glad if Thou wOllldst take Thy poor worm home."
j[ond-ay moming.-Mllch worse. Constantly repeating, "To whom be
glory for ever and ever. Amen." "Jesus, my All, to heaven is gone,"
&c. Then he raised his voice, and sang" What is this absorbs me quite,
Steals my senses, shuts my sight,
Drowns my spirit, draws my breath?
Tell me, my soul, can this be death?
Cease, fond nature, cease thy strife,
And let me languish into life."

"Oh, my deal' Jesus, do have compassion "-scarcely able to understand him, bllt still "honour, praise, and power be unto the Lamb
for ever j " and" To Him be glory for ever and ever. Amen." "0 Lord,
have mercy upon me, a sinflll man!" Looking at me, he kissed me,
and said, " Good-bye, my dear daughter j and to Him be glory now and
for ever. I want thus to live and thus to die. 'Who can separate us
from the love of God?' I say my 'life is hid with Christ in God.' I
say good-bye j the Lord is my portion." He took a sweet farewell
of dear mother, blessing her in the name of the Lord, and commending
her to His loving care.
"Death is moving fast along," still we hear
its" To Him that bath loved us, and washed us from all our sins
in His most precious blpod. He shall have all the praise for ever
and ever. Amen." He was engaged in praise and prayer all the night
in broken accents, with rambling of mind at times. But Jesus is still
precious. About five minutes before we heard, "Enter thou into the
joy of thy Lord." He dropped his head, and all was over j pain and
sorrolv were at an end. "illessed are the dead which die in the Lord
from henceforth j yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their
labours, and their works do follow them."
Our dear departed friend and brother in Christ was mercifully spared
to reach the age of eighty years, and in a very marked way in his
experience was fulfilled that sweet portion of the Word, "Blessed is
the people that know the joyful sonnd j they shall walk, 0 Lord, in
the light of Thy countenance j" for he was a true lover of a fnll Gospel,
the sound of which, with the Lord's blessing, cheered and revived his
spirit. We know the Lord hath said, "Those th'lt be planted in the
honse of the Lord shall flourish in the courts of our God. They shall
still bring forth fruit in old age j they shall be fat and flouri~hing j
to show that the Lord is upright: He is my Rock, and there is no
unrighteousness in Him." From the last quoted portion we were led
to offer some thoughts on the Lord's Day after the fllueral, and felt
it truly a solemn day. May the Lord's blessing rest upon His people,
for His mercy's sake, believing, as we do, that "precious in the sight
of the Lord is the death of His saints."
Chichester.
WILLIAlIf WOODS.
PROVIDENCES are sometimes dark texts that want an expositor.
God's providences flllfil His promises.
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DEW-DROPS.
"A nd they shall see His face; and His name shall be in their foreheads."RJ;;VELATION xxii. 4.
FAITH and hope cast aside for the glorious realization of the things
that are to be revealed. Here, faith is in constant and lively exercise.
Trials, temptations, and perplexities are often in the path way to
overthrow the Christian, and darkness and ohscurity uf the S'!U of
Righteousness' . bright beams ofttimes make him feel his nothingness
anr! the inability of mitn's. help. Except for the blesseu gift of f<\ith, he
would sink under his load; bllt through it he realizes the nearness and
deitruess of One that is mighty, aorl who is able to bear him up and
hbove his trials, be they ever so dark and depressing. TltclS faith
tmces the hand of love in the darke~t cloud, imd bh\sses Him \rho
chastens, even though it be sore chastisement, know"ing that b\:05sings
sre hidden in the trial, while it is working for him "an exceeJing
.:and eternal w~ight of glory." '.Vhat love has an earthl:> fa her
towards his child if he does not chastise when there is a ne~d be 1
And what if our heitvenly Father let us follow our own imagin, iou' I
N ay, rather, in chastising He bles3es, bending our will to His, and
causing us to pass under the rod to bring us into the bond of covenant,
and fitting us fur the glories of His kingdom hereafter.
The verse we have quoted must necessarily increase our ardour and
warmth of love each time we ponder on iLs mysteries. "As the hart
pMlteth after the water-brooks, so panteth my soul after thet\ 0 God.
My soul thirsteth fur God, for the living God." Seeing Him face to
face! Can we realize at all what these glories shall be ~ Can we realize
the tlUth of our ad'lption, of our being "put amongst the children,"
to hereafter partake of the joys of the kingdom with the saints above ~
Yea, so overwhelming is it all, no wonder that we are transported
with the view of such marvellous mercy, and cry out, "What shall
I render unto God for all His benefits ~" "They shall see His face."
'Vho are the" they" mentioned here ~ Almost the same question was
asked by one of the elders, and the ans\\-er given was, "These are
they which came out of great tribulation, and have ",l'heel their
robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb." "Wa-hed
in the blood of the Lamb!" That is the washin,~ white of those
who "would see J ems"-washed in His blood, and prepared below
to meet Him face to face, and to behold the b~auties of the heavenly
King.
And, further, we notice the readi"ng of His name in their foreheads:
"' His name shall be in their foreheads."
You have J eSllS for your
Capt&in, and sfl,lvati'lll for your bannet', under which you fight, wrestle,
and watch. Now, no true soldier is ashamed to own his captain; and,
with the true soldiers of the cross of Christ Jesus, there is no need
of shame nor mistrust, for He who will do grea,t thing;; for us will
also hereafter "~ake us more than conquerors through Him -that hath
loved us."
Remember, beloved, your high calling. It does well to sit and
,ponder the wondrous grace and mercy that enrollAd our names in
the Lamb's book of life. It is very certain that we should never
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have loved Him if He had not first loved us-never have chosen Him
if He had n,)t fir;t chosen us. In the most prominent" open feature
of the face His name is written-His name written on the forRhead.
What pri vile~e beyond expression, what joy beyond description, and
whtt mercy beyond tellin3! M ,y that d"ar name be eVilr exalted,
ever hono!ll'ed; and may you and I elTer rdalize our exalted and
bles3,d COll.i ',[0:1 in being p'lrrnitted fully to rest upon the promise,
"And thou Shllt call Me, My Father."
Fma;ly, it behuves us, beloved, to ply the throne of grace for
strength, w:isdom, and grace to liVtl as shming lights, as trl1e followers
of thfl Lamb who has placecl us in His lair army, and to ascribe all
the honol1r, praise, and glory to His dear name, by whom Wtl shall
conquer and reign with Him victorious in the kingdom above.

R.
THE RECENT CLIFTON CONFERENCE.
ALTHOUGH nearly the whole of the two days on which the above
Conference was held was most m1f<wourable, with respect to the
weather, much rain falling the greater part of the time, the attelldance
was exceedingly large. 'Ve never personally enjoyed a Conference at
the Victoria l{ooms more, if so mu(;h, as this. There was 'a harmony
and a dew and an unction which to our own mind exceeded all
preceding meetings.
The absence of discordant elements doubtless
largely contributed to this. There was no "perfectionism," but a
sobriety and a savour which seemed to bedew that va"t gathering;
and the very unfavourable state of the weather only rendered the
whole proceer1ings of the day the more marked. The hand of the
Lord was so clearly traceable in the general tone of the meeting and
the harmonious testimony of th'l speakt'rs. They spoke as Illen taught
of God, aud under the sweet mellowings of the ::)pirit's soflening and
subduing power and rich and savoury anointings.
As the whole proceedings are to be published in a separate form,
wo ;;haU content ourselves by quoting the opening address of our
late dear brother 'WALKER'S successor, the Rev. JUIES ORMISTON:J\'Iy DEAR FRIENDS IN THE LORD,-We meet, through the providence of
God, once more in Conference, looking to the s"me bie.sed H"ad unto
whom we have hitheno looked, who is ever f:tithful to H,s promise
recorded in that 'Word upon which He has cJ,'lsed us to hope. But, meeting thus in the confidence of faith in Him, we oannot open this C"J1lference
with, ,ut acknowledging that a spirit of sadness pos;lesses our minds in
re!!a.rd to those precious brethren whom the L"rd, durin"{ the p "st year, has
removed from our midst, and, I may emphatically add. from th" midst of this
Conference. I cannot ttU;lt myself to say more than tha.t mv OlVu heart is
he>tvy in regard to that dispensation of the Lord's 'berea,ing provid"nce,
and that I deeply feel the position which I am called UpOll 1.0 llCCUpy this
morlling in connection with the opening of the Clifton C')llferencd. I cast
myself, however, entirely on the tender mercy of the LO"d J.-sus fur wisdom
and for abilit,y to fulfil any dut,ies which may fall to my lut in the carrying
on of this Cllnference. I earnestly hope that none of th", de·,r friends
present will consider me in any sense whatever its president. I desire
simply to be what the Lord may choose to make me-" a helv"r of wood and
X X
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drawer of water," if He only be pleased to put that honour upon me. My
dear friends, let us look above man, and, as our dear friend who is goneused ever to remind us, let us look to our dear LI'rd and Master, Jesus,
the H~ad of the Church, and at once acknowledge His presence and His
presidency in our midst.
(Hymn I., "Thanks to our Friend who reigns above "-an original
composition of the late Rev. S. A. VVALKER's-was then sung. The Rev.
W. B. DOHERTY, vicar of St. Matthew's, Kingsdown, having offered prayer,
the Rev. J. ORMISTON read Psalm cxxxiii., and said)"We may take this as the key-note of our Conference-this "Song of
Degrees of David,~' "Behold, how good and pleasant -it is for brethren todwell together in unity." I feel this morning-and I hope the feeling is
based upon an intelligent aprehension of the promise of our God-that the
Lord is about to very richly bless us. Our meetings for p:.::ayer, during the.
last few days, in this place-and it has gladdened my heart to hear the
same of other places throughout the country-have been singularly graced
with the presence and the power of the Master; and, brethren, whenever
He gives the preparation of heart, surely it is that He may satisfy it out
of His own fulness. God has a prepared people for all the blessings which
He has prepared. The Lord brings His people into positions and circllm.
stances of felt need that He may, out of His own glorious fulness, h.we an
opportunity of satisfying that need. Hence, if He has indeed been preparing
the hearts of His remembrancers by way of supplication, they have an
earnest of the things which they have asked. "He cannot deny Himself."
" Hath He said," in the hearts of His people, "and shall He not do it" in the
day of His purpose 1 I come, therefore, to this portion of God's Word full
of encouragement, believing that we have here in anticiFation (in the letter
of the Word) that which the Lord has made ready in His grace fOJ.' OUll'
souls.
First, we notice the heading of the Psalm. I have somewhat a conviction
that the headings of the Psalms-at any rate many of them-are inspired,
and that they are a portion of the Word of God. Therefore, we do well
to "take heed" unto them. Now, this Psalm is headed" A Song of
Degrees," or ascents, or steps, "of David."_ There are fifteen of these Psalms
of Degrees, and they lire supposed by some to have been sung by the
tribes as they" went up" to the great feasts at Jerusalem. Others, again,
believe they were sung by the appointed singers as they went up the local
ascent to the Holy House. However that may be, it has been laid upon
my mind that these annual Conferences have proved in the experience of
01:\1' own hearts-of many of us-as so many "steps" forward-so many
"ascents" heavenward. We have found these to be blessed seasons of fellowship with our God and Father in Christ Jesus. And now, in the good
providence of our God, we are about to take another "step. " We hava
been spared to see the opening moments of yet another 'Conference. Oh,
may it indeed be a season of "ascent"! May we climb, by faith, those
"high places" which are ours in Christ-which belong to all those who are
the people of God. Is it not written, brethren, "He will make my feet
like hinds' feet," whose feet are safe on t.he high _places '1 Oh, that
we may be enabled to walk those "heavenly places" during our
contemplations throughout these two days-those "heavenly places" where
our God this morning beholds all His accepted people, "for us hath He
quickened who were dead in trespasses and sins;" us hath He "raised t,?get~er
with Christ;" with Him who has ascended have we, the Church, hkewlse
ascended, and, in the sight of Him, whose eyes are those of love, we are seen
this morning" accepted in the Beloved," and seated at the Father's right
hand.
This, then, is "A Song of Degrees "-a song of the ascents-" of ·David."
Yes, the spiritual, as well as the literal David is here. My belief is tha~
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the summons comes from Jesus; it is He who sounds the herald-note of the
first verse, "Behold!" "B~hold." says He who is at the head of the
'b~essed family spoken of in this Psalm-" Behold," says He, as He looks
down "pon His gathered ones, His true·heil.rted ones, His waiting, a~king
ones here this morning-" Behold," says He, "how pleasant it is for brethren
to dwell togethtr in unit.y." The sight is one altogether acceptable in the
eyes of J e,uS. Oh, dear friends, we no doubt are "men wondered at" by
the world around us; but what a pleasant, precious sight it is in the eyes of
.Tesm wh'm His people speak one to another-when they think of the dear
n",mH of Him who loved them and gave Himself for them! We believe that
.resus is in - the midst of us to approve of our assembling together, and to
giye us an earnest of good things to come.. He likens this unity to the
"ction of two things. He likens it to the" precious ointment," and He
l.ikens it to the "dew." If you think f"r a moment, these two figures
repre3ent two states in the history of Israel-the first, the wilderness state;
the second, the Canaan state. '1'he one is a wilderness type; the other a
Cana III type. You notice in the firat, the "precious ointment upon the
hectd, that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron's beard." Aaron never
entered the hnd. We bear in mind that the holy ointment-the "precious
ointment " here spoken of-was compounded in the wilderness. God Himself
-if you turn to the account given us in Exodus xxx. -God Himself d"vised
this "precious ointment," this holy oil for anointing. It is in the twentysecond imd following verses of Ewdus xxx. that we find, "Moreover, the
Lord sp;tke unto Moses, saying, Take thou aho unto thee principal spices,
.of pnre myrrh five hundred shekels; and of sweet cinnamon half so much,
-even two hundr~d and fifty shek"ls, and of sweet calamus two hundred and
fifty shekels, and of cassia five hundred shekels, after the shekel of the sanctuary,
and of olive oil an hin: and thou shalt make it an oil of holy ointment,
.an ointment compound after the art of the apothecary: it shall be an holy
.anointing oil." To turn for one instant to the m\\rginal rendering of the
word" apcJthecary," you see it is "perfumer." Dllar friends, this figure, as
sug~ested by this word, leads I\S at onCd to Him whose office it was to anoint
the Head of the Church. Rememher, it was the Holy Ghost at .r ordan who
came down and filled the M'in Christ Jesus without measure with Himself;
cand, when that holy anflint,ing fdl upon the Head, and the Hed.d received
it in all fulness, nflt for Himself only, but f',r the whole body -the Church
-the fulness of Christ received it in that Head.
The first chapter of the Second Er.>istle of Paul to the Cnrinthians
touches, I think, upon this precious truth, in the words, "Now He which
lltablisheth us with you in Christ, and hath anointed us "-not "is anoiming
'Us," but" hath, anointed us "-or halh "Christed" us-" is God." Ye have
received the unction from the Holy One. He is the Perfumer. It is He
who administers all the sweetness, the preciousness, and the holiness which
the Church possesses. She has no power in grace, in comeliness, in sufficiency. but as the Holy Spirit is all to her; but she must- receive it from
the Head. How encouraging, how comforting, then, to us, to realize how
little we are, how helpless and how needy! He has written in the Psalm
that the "precious ointment" descended even to the skirts of his garment.
'Oh, may the Lord make everyone of His dear people, through this meeting,
willing to take the lowest place! The oil "descends," dear children of
GC'd-descends, down to the very least, the weakest, the humblest. " The
head cannot- say to the feet, I have no need of you." He who is now at
the Father's right hand needs all His people; needs all His redeemed; needs
all their needs; needs their helplessness, that His strength may be vmdi£ated ; needs their emptiness, in order to give opportunity for the display
'Of His fulness. Oh, let us bring our needs, then, to this inexhaustible
well of supply-our need of teaching, for instance, upon this great subject.
-Our hearts went up with our dear brother's heart just now to the great
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Anointer of the Church in the language in which he besought teaching in
conIJ€cliol1 with our glorious themt--Union with Christ. Oh, to meet Him
in' this spirit of discipleship-for we meet here as learners, fellow-believers,
do "e not 1 Nor shall we me-t in vain if we by the olle Spirit believe the
promise, "All things are y'JUrs." "If any of you lack wisdom, let him
ask "-Ask "of G"d, who giv"th to all liberally, and upbraideth not, aud it
shall be giveu ],im" (J'lllltS i. 5).
I dd feel ,Jut i> WaS ri~ht ttl ...t we shlJuld turn to this great central
Psalm-this Psalm of ascents-j lIst-, as it were, to get a few drops of this
"pre.cluus uiutrne!lt," a few drops of that heaveuly dew, aud thus find lhis
meetlllg a truly blessed gatheriug. The Lord grant it, for His name's ~ake.

THE LATE MRS. RICHARD DRAKE.
CONCLUSION OF A SERMON BY THE EDITOR, AT ST. LUKE'S CHURCH,
BEDMlNSTER, ON SUNDAY EVENING, OCTOBER 17TH, Itl80. TEXT,
2 PETER iii. 14.

I addressed you last Sabbath evening, upon the recurrence of
another anniversary (the tv,enty-second) of my coming to labour among
you, my dear people, I little thought tllat one most closely associated
with a former trustee of this church was within a few hours of being
called to join her loved' husband in that better land" where the inhabitant never says, I am_ sick, and the people who dwell therein are
forgiven their iuiqui,ty."
Our perspnal acquaintance extended over the whole of the aforenamt'd period of two-and-twenty years, during whi"h time I had
repeated-yea, constant-opportunities of judging of her character.
Hence my testimony is not gruunded upon Illere hearsay, or that
simvle act of chai'ity which "heareth all thiug~, believedl all things,
hopeth all things, endureth all things."
For some eighteen years out of the two-and-twenty I haye named, my
departed friend's patience' and faith were subjected tu no trifling test.
Apart from occasional very s vere and most critical illnesses, her loved
hushand suffered continuously and almost uninterruptedly frum a want of
sleep. How, for tfLe eighteen years I lmew him, his life was prolonged,
or that Reason retained her seat, was to me astounding, when I considered he scarcely knew wh,"t a good night's repose was during the
whule of that pr(ltracted period. N otwitlJstanding, however, the restlessness and tlJe discomfort which this want of sleep must nect·ssarily
have entailed, I cau with the utmost tf'Uth say tllitt I never witnessed
the sem bbnce of impatience, nor heard the veriest murmur, upon the
part of hiS }1lost devoted wife. ~hen, in addition to this unremitting
t.endellless arid. devotion as a wife, the cares and responsibilities of a
young family are considered, the tes.t of faith and patien~e can readily
be im~gmed.
But tllis faith and patience were not merely nominal; they were
not simply based upon natural amiability, or an educational and hi,,>-
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torical acquaintance with the Word of God. They had their orrgltl,
I am perciuaded, in newness of life, or in that n~w creatnreship of which
she had been made the partaker by the power and operation of God
the Holy Ghost.
vVere I to retain all my correspondence, it would extend beyond
both convenience and control. There are times and season;:;, however,
when one greatly regrets the destruction of certain letters. One is not
at liberty to publish them at the time when they reach one; but,
when one survives the writers, one greatly regrets their destructi.on.
Such is the case in the present instance. I received on several occa~ions
letters from our dear departed friend upon which I should now most
gladly fall back; but little did I antiL:ipate that I should ever have
to record her death.
One of the lettel s to which I refer was written upon the occasion
of the severe and most critical illness of her beloved husband. His
life might truly be said for days to have hung in the balance. From
his sick chamber, however, she wrote, Etating that she so realized the
presence of Jesus in the midst of their affliction as to render that
sick-ruom more sacred and enviable than the most privileged place at
Court, or in the immediate presence of rflyalty. I am sorry I cannot
remember the exact \Yards, but this was the idea which they conveyed.
Many years have passed since the receipt of that letter, but I have
nev"r lost the impresciion it :nade upon my mind at the time. I
thought it so significant a proof of what divine grace can do under the
most anxious and critical of circumstances.
Again, the faith of our departed friend underwent the severest of
tests, some four years ago. On the 24th September, 1876, I preached
a sermon in this church touching the so sudden death of the late
Mr. Riuhard Drake. Speaking of him in that sermon, I remarked, as
possibly some present will remember :-"For many years my dear friend shrank from the article of death.
In connection with a se~'ere illness with which I was personally
vi~ited, 1 was to learn practically to sympathize with him.
It was
during the time, he called to inquire after my health, and whilst he was
yet in the house, I was seized with that 'horror of great darkness,'
the effect of which (I candidly admit) I have never wholly lost even
to this day. Hence, when Mr. Drake came to see me, as' I was
stepping into the train for Southsea, I told him that now I could
sympa t hize with him in regard to the article of death.
"But a very short time, however, befllre he was called away, we
conversed upon the same subject. I expressed my belief that it was not
unlikely that neither the one nor the other of us would ever knolV
what the article of death was. I little thought at the time that he was
so near realizing the fulfilment of my words. As you are aware, on
the day upon which he was taken so gently-so peacefully-so imperceptibly-to his eternal rest, he h"d been much as usual in point
of health; had walked out -with his friend, the Rev. S. A. Walker,
calling upon two friends, with both of whom he had conversed
freely. In conversation with Mr. Walker, he had expressed in the
clearest and most conclusive manner his only hope and trust as
resting in the finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ. Mr. Walker
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intimated to me that, had Mr. Drake known what ,vas about to
happen, he could not have spoken more to the purpose.
"Scarcely had he left the house where he had been so freely and
cheerfully conversing, ere he reeled, and would have fallen to the
ground, but for Mr. Walker's timely help. He was immediately
carried back to the house, and, within it short half-hour, in a state
of unconsciousness, drew his last breath in this vale of tears, passing,
I am persuaded, instantaneously into the immediate presence of God
and the Lamb; closing his eyes upon this perishing world, and upon
/ all the sins, and sufferings, aud sorrows of the time-state, to enter at
the self-~ame moment (as far as his disembodied spirit was concerned)
upon the inconceivable and uninterrupted glories of vast eternity,
where 'God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall
be no more death, neither sorrow nor crying, neither shall there be
any more pain; for the former things are passed away.'''
Now, it is to this so sudden aud (as far as the survivor~ wer" concerned) sorrowful event I allude, in regard to Mrs. Drake's test of faith
and submission. It was under the aforenamed circumstances she was
sent for, scarcely, if in time, to see her husband draw his last breath!
He who had left his home hard by, a short time befqre, in his usual
health, was carried back a corpse! 'What greater shock could a
loving and devoted wife be called to encounter 1 Yet there was not
the semblance of a murmur! The supernatural power by which she
was sustained enabled her at least mentally to exclaim, with the
bereaved Job, "The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away: blessed
be the name of the Lord."
On my first interview with our departed friend, after that agonizing
bereavement, I was deeply impressed with the calmness and quiet
submission she exhibited. She was a beautiful illustration of that
precious Scripture, "Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind
is stayed on Thee, because he trusteth in Thee." In reply to letters
of condolence which I wrote to her under those most painful circumstances, and which I exceedingly regret I did not preserve, there
was a submission and a surrender of the most marked character. They
proved to a demonstration indeed what the presence and power of
the Lord can acco1mplish under the severest of trials and the most
painful of circumstances.
Aware as my departed friend was of the shrinking from the
article of death under which I personally had laboured from the
time to which I have already reterred, she never lost an opportu.......
nity of seeking to offer me words of comfort and assurance. She
would reason upon the subject in the most Scriptural and forcible
manner, endeavouring in every possible way to deduce arguments,
.both from the Word of God and plain matters of fact, to show
the groundlessness of fear, where the faith and hope of the Gospel
had been imparted. Her gentle persuasiveness in this respect is most
vividly present to my mind at the moment of speaking. Nor was
this unselfish sympathy ever more strikingly apparent than at my
last interview, '(vhich occurred some few weeks since. She, as well
as others, was then aware that the Lord had seen fit to lay upon
her an affiictioI) from which there was not the slightest human
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prospect of recovery. Notwithstanding this fact, however, I was
perfectly snrprised at the sweet calmness which characterized her
state of mind. As had uniformly been the case during the many
years of our acquaintanca, so nOlv there was the self-same placid,
paesive surrender-the same marked practical and personal utterance,
" Not my will, but Thine be done." N ay, to my perfect astonish.
ment, her mind seemed altogether diverted from herself, and her
whole aim and object appeared to be to offer rne words of cheer and
encouragement. That interview, for its pure unselfishness and its
ten,ler sympa,thy upon the part of my d.-ceased friend, will ever be
most sacred in my rememhrance. The tables seemed turned. Instead
of the pastor ministering words of comfort and encouragement to the
patient, it was the patient ministering such words to the pastor.
In asking a dear friend who was personally well acquainted with the
departed, if she could furnish me with some facts in regard to her,
she made use of these striking words in reply, "Her whole life was a
fact! "
This testimony, I am sure, may be borne out. She was emphatically the wife and the mother, the friend of the poor, and the meek
and lowly follfJwer of Jesus! In the school of affliction she had been
taught most blessed and abiding lessons, the which had contributed in
no small degree to a mellowness of character rarely to be met with in
one of her position.
The close came suddenly and unexpectedly. To adopt the language
of an eye-witness, in striking- harmony with both her uniform conduct
and conv...rsation for so many years past, "she passed away in perfect
trust and confidence in her Lord, and without the slightest fear of the
shaduw of death." Upon her mourning card are recorded the notable
words, "Underneath are the everlasting arms." This was almost the
last portion upon her lips, as expressed a little before she sweetly fell
asleep in her loved and loving Lord.
Her last act, an hour or so before she passed away, was to call
for her cheque-book, in order that she might forward her usual contribution to the Orphan Houses at Ashley Down.
Finally, let me add, my dear hearers, the most fervent and prayerful
wish that, when the time of our departure shall arrive, we, like our
departed friend, may "be found of Him in peace, without spot, and
hlameless. "
MATTHEW HENRY tells us, "God speaks to the children of men by
Itll the kinds of wisdom; and, as in every will, so in every word of
God there is counsel. First, human understanding is wisdom; second,
civil government is wisdom; third, divine revelation is wisdom-all its
laws, all its dictates, are wise as wisdom itself; fourth, Christ Jesus
Himself is Wisdom, for in Him are hid all the treasures of wisdom
and knowledge, and He is the Centre of all divine revelation-not ouly
the essential Wisdom, but the eternal Word, by whom God speaks to
us, and to whom He has committed all judgment. He it is, thereiore,
'that here both pleads with sinners and passeth sentence on them, He
calls Himself Wisdom."

682

The Gospel Magazine.

THE LATE MISS LINDSEY.
To the Eclit(f/' of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-Doubtless you, with many of your readers, will be
surprised, so soon after the death of that highly-honollred servant of
God, JOHN LINDSl!;Y, to hear of the dopanure of his only-surviving
sister', whom he -left to mourn his loss. She never seemed able to'
surmount the trouble and sorrow which fell to her lot on hi5 removal.
Her own health and condition, both mentally and physically, having
been much affected from the continual strain of many years' nursillg and
watching in the chamber of affliction, now further gave way; ill addition
to which. she md with what the WOI'Ll term5 "an accirlent" in Jllne
last, and spr<lined both her ankles, which rendered her help!eis as a
child, and no doubt caused a shock to her system gt'l1erally, Her
sufferiugs fur some weeks were something dreadful to witlless, but,
wlth care and attention, she had pai'tially recovered, though not
sufficiently to be able to get downstairs.
:For mallY months she had laboured under the impres~.ion that she
should die in June, ob~erving that their family died in threes,
her parents having twice buried three at very short intervals between.
On the last of June, 1878, she lost her brother William by death,
and on the filst of June, 1879 (memorable day), her brcther John
was- taken from this world of sin and woe.
'When the m/nth of
June had passed away, she said, "My impression that I should die
in J uue was not right, but I &hall not live very long;" alld she
very soon had another impres3ion that she should have a fit and die.
On Tuesday, the 10th of August, she was very drowsy the whole
of the day, and scarcely seemed able to keep awake to take her food.
In the evening she brightened up, but complained of her left h;md
feeliug beuumhed; and on WednesdH,y mortling all her lien side
appeared to be affected, and viulent sickness set in, IV hich contillued
more or less fur two days, In the evening, in the course of conversation, she spoke of being so weary of tht world, and expressed, as
she h"d done many times before, a 111l1ging desire for death. ,Yhen
a friend remarked, "There is not much in this world to make one
desire to live, if they have a good hope for the future;" she replied,
"I thiuk I am right; I believe I am. I should not have spoken so
confidently some months ago, as none knoW' what I have passed
through, what rebellion I have felt, and what hard thoughts 1 have
had; but it is different now. There is only one I feel I could open
my nlind to freely;" and that one was her esteemed friend, Mr.
CALVI.N MARTIN, whose kindness and concern (as is well known) since
her brother's death has been great (your own personal kindness too
was not overlooked by her) j but, knowing it would be impossible
for him to vi~it her, through the severe attack of illuess he had had,
and the present delicate state of his health, she did not send for him.
On the following Friday she was more cheerful, and appeared much
better j but in the evening sickness returned again, which tried her
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very much; and, when it had abated for a short time, paralysis seized
her, and, although she recovered consciousness, she gradually sank,
and, very remarl,able to say, died on Sunday, August 22nd, and
near the S1me time as her brother.
She was a member of the late JOHN 'vV ARBunTON'5 Ohurch when
living at Trowbridge; but of late year", having suffered much from
her head and general depression, she cared but little fur society, and
seldom went out, but was fund of reading, and had a very clear
discernment betwixt truth and error.
She read and very much
enjoyed the "Family Portion" in the G, ,SPEL MAGAZINE fur J Uiy,
several times remarking that she thougllt it the best you had ever
written, doubtless finding it most sui Led to her own experiellce. I
trust she is now reunited with the loved one gone befure, in that
land of light aud purity, where no Judas nor Ahithophel hath ever
trodden, or aught that defileth can enter; where no tear can dim the
eye, or pain and sorrow any more distract or disturb their peace.
With kindest Ohristian regards, and wishing you every blessing,
I remaill.de[\r sir, yours sincerely,
Linslade, September, 1880.
S. RANDALL.

TEACHING

A~D

TRAINING

FOR

THE

MINISTRY ..

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR BnOTHEl1 IN THE LORI),-Solomon says, "As in water face
answereth to face, so the heart of man to man" (Prov. xxvii. 19.)
N ever, perhaps, have I personally felt this portion more sweetly
verified than in reading some of the earlier entries in your new work,
"Retracing.; and Rellewings," this morning. CSee pages 37 ; 39, entry
for THursday; 4:; to 50; 85, N ovembt'r 3rd; 92, second entry; 98,
latter pan uf entry for January 15th; 103, last entry; lOG, first entry;
109, second entry.) My poor hard heart has indeed melted while reading these pOl'bons, and my eyes have again and again filled with
tears.
Lately my path has been very, very trying. The trade I am engaged
in is extremely bad. Nearly every out.let for goods seems clused; and
almost every fresh effurt I make to direct goods into new channels
appears fnutless. In addition to this, I have been for some time past
the subject of very distressing pains uf body, from which I have never
suffered in the whole course of my life before. At times lately,
during the night sea~on, I have lain awake for hours, racked With
the gloomiest apprehen~ions respecting the future. For six or sp-ven
nights in successiun the agony (I can call it by no other word) was
intense; and what heightened and put the finishing strilke _to my
distl'es,; was this-the Lord hid Hi,; £<tce from me. One could in very
deed ;.ay, "My Gud, my God, why hast Thuu forsaken me 1" (Psalm
xxii. 1.)
WhelJ He hides Himself, there is 110 such thing as finding Him
until He is graciously pleased to reveal Himself again to the heart.
N"otwithstanding all my wrestling, groaning, entreaties importunities,
and beseechings, I could not gam the leas" access to the throne of
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grace. All seemed a terrible blank, a dreadful delusion; and at times
I felt to have no more hope than the damned in hell. (This may
.seem strong language, but I do not think I have over-stated my feelings in anywise.) Oh, the devilishness, the rebellion, the hardness of
heart., obduracy of spirit, and every other abominable evil that has
raged in my heart lately, none but God and my own soul know!
Hell itself, at times, has appeared let loose upon my poor soul.
_Again and again have I wished I had never been born, or that I
could become annihilated.;"
How black the devil and my own heart, under such circumstances
just adverted to, represent the Lord and all His dealillgs! Everything is turned upside down, and viewed in the worst possible light
for the time being. All the tenderness, longsuffering, kindness, love,
mercy, and goodness of the Lord J ehovah is lost sight of. Past
merciful interpositions and heart-meltings are hidden. Nothing affords
any hope, or help, or encouragement, while the soul is in this plight.
What can free-will do when matters are thus 1 "Yhat indeed 1 Here
the soul learns in truth (in a negative sense) that "salvation is of
the Lord." "It is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth,
but of God that sh'fweth mercy" (Rom. ix. 16). Here the soul
proves that salvation by the works of the law is out of the question
entirely, and that it must be of grace from beginning to end.
While in this deplorable condition, the soul is made acquainted with
the substance of these words"Mercy is welcome news indeed
To those who guilt.y stand;
'Vretches who feel what help they need
Will bless the helping hand."

Yes, yes. Here the glorious Helper, the Christ of God, gets all the
praise for mercy bestowed. Here the work of the Holy Ghost, as the
Testifier, Sealer, Arplier, and Revealer of the things of Jesus, is valued
and appreciated in no small measure. Here the electing love of God
the Father is viewed with amazement and delight by the poor sinner,
when he finds and feels mercy abounding and superabounding over all
bis multiplied transgressions, follies, and faults. The Psalmist says,
,. You have been down as low as that, have you, brother? Ab! well, others
have preceded you even in that path, dark and dreadful as it may appear; but
{lh, this is the place for the feH·love and the accursed Php.risaism to be .cut
up root and branch. Spots like these, gloomy as they are, are where we are
taught· as the Lord alone can teach. The very best and most durable and
abiding of lessons are learnt down, down in these da:rk, dreary, and dreadful of
.deptbs I Yea, and, in the Lord's own good time, such are brought blessedly to
understand and personally to realize the Psalmist's language (and upon what
other principle, we ask, could it be understood, but that of test and trial f),
"He brought me up also out of an horrible pit [horrible indeed I], out of the
:miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock, and established my goings. And He
hath put a new song in my mouth, even praise unto our God;" and, depend
npon it, David never fang so loudly or so joyously as he did under such a.
rescue and such a deliverance. What he felt when standing upon the giant·s
carcase, and with his own sword striking off his head, would not, we b~lieve
ior a moment compare with hi. thankfulness and gratitude, praise and adoration,
upon being brought forth from the "horrible pit" and "miry clay." If he felt
it was the Lord's doings in the one case, additionally sure he was that it was
the Lord's doings in the other.-ED.
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"They that go down to· the sea in ships, that do business in great
waters; these see the works of the Lord, and His wonder" in the
deep" (Psa. cvii. 23, 24). True literally and true spiritually; and I
can testify (blessed be God for it) in my measure, without the least
reservation, notwithstanding that one's flesh hates the way"The deeper their sorrows,
The louder they'll sing."

t_.

• -L

Coward that I am, wretch that I am, wayward as I am, rebellious,
fretful, murmluing, and repil!ing as I am when left to myself for
a season, I can, and must, and will (the Lord helping me), when in my
right mind, say, "He led them forth by the right way;" "He hath
done all things well." So" right" hath been the way, and so "well"
hath He done all things, that, when He smiles, I want nothing altered
-no cross lightened or burden removed. " We'ee happy; all is welt."
Blessed position! enviable situat,ion! But oh, what sinkiugs ancl
sbrinkings before one arrives at it! What questioning and fault-finding
with the Lord ere we are brought feelingly to say, ., Not my will, but
Thine be done" !
How we try sometimes to ascertain the "why" and the "wherefore" of this or that particular trying, flesh-crucifying, pride-mortifying
teaching, but all to no purpose! We, in our shortsightedness, think
the Lord might teach us our lessons by an easier method; that there
need not be quite so many bitters in the cup; that He need not stripe
our shoulders with the rod quite so heavily; that He might make the
path a little smoother; in short; that we could learn just as well and
as effectually with mild discipline as by that which is more severe
and perplexing. vVhat means or what mode would be mild enough
for our proud, fleshly hearts?
It is our mercy that the Lord carries on His work in our souls in
spite of all our kicking and complaining. N one, I think, are more
prone to this kind of ease-loving, carnal reasoning than myself. Our
wicked hearts and the devil together would make us believe that theLord sets us some hard and rigorous tasks; that He is an unkind and
unfeeling Master, and that He delights in putting us to pain and
trouble. Years gone by we could not have believed our hearts as
bad as we find them to be. How true the Word of God, " That which
is born of the flesh is flesh "-! and nothing can alter it.
~uch are the depths of iniquity into which I have had a peep (more
especially) the last two yeJ.rs of my life, that I stand aghast at times
and cry out, '" Can ever God d well here ~ , Can it be that 'the high
and lofty One which inhabiteth eternity,' before whom the angelic host
veil their faces, and cry, ' Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts!' dwells
in my poor heart? Can it be that I belong to the family of God?
Is it really the case that Christ dwells in my heart by faith? 'If it be
so, why am I thuR'?" These and a thousand other questions arise in
my heart when the Lord, for a season, withholds the manifestations of
His love and mercy. Sure I am, from heartfelt experience, that the
deep discoveries I have had of my entire helplessness and absolute
destitution as a ruined, bankrupt sinner in the sight of a holy and
righteous God, have made more room for the Lord Jesus Christ, ancl
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more work (according to my feelings) for Him:1s the Healer and Helper
of poor law-smitten sinners. Notwithstallding all I am as a pnor,guilty,
.hell-deserving wretch, when the Sun uf Righteousness arises in my heart,
like He has. this morning, I can sing with all my soul the following
precious wqrds" Sovereign grace o'er sin abounding!
R.Ilsomed souls, the tidings swell;
'Tis a detJp that knows no eoundlllg;
Who its breadth or length can
tell? On its glories
Let my soul for ever dwell.

"Heirs

of God, joint-heirs with
Jesus,
Long ere time its rRce begun;
To His name etern"l pr"ises ;
Oh, what wonders love has done!
One with Jesus,
By eternal union one.

"What from Christ that soul can
sever,
Bound by everlasting bands?
Once in Him. in Him for ever;
Thns the eternal covenant stands.
N OIle shall pluck thee
From the Strength of Israel's
hands.

"On

such love, my soul, still
ponderLove so great, so rich, so free;
Say, whilst lost in holy wonder,
'vVhy, 0 Lord, sueh love to
me ? '
Hallelujah!
Grace shall reign eternally."

Ah! dear brothel', this is the song, is it not'? Quickened, bloodbought sinners shall never divide tile praise of their salvation with
Jesus Christ. He is to have the preeminence in all things, and we
are quite sure He is worthy of sUI'reme adoration and blessing; and
the result of tho Holy Spirit's teaching in the heart is to bring the
sinner fully, finally, and eternally to sing"All hail the power of J esu's name!
Let angels prostrate fall;
Bring forth the royal diadem,
And crown Him Lord of alL"

When the Spirit of the living God makes Jesus manifestively All in all
to our souls, we feel satisfied with the Lord's will and with the Lord's
way, and we chide and reproach ourselves for indulging in the least
~hought of unkindness or inconsiderateness on the part of the Lord
towards us.
At the moment of writing, I am in the midst of most trying
circumstances, and yet such has been the sweet melting of heart with
which I have been favoured that I feel no disposition to complain.
Perhaps before nightfall this feeling may have fled-yea, ere another
hour has sped it may be gone, and I may be at myoId work
again, grumbling and fault-finding with the Lord. Well, the children
of the bridechamber cannot fast while the heavenly Bridegroom is with
them; and, while we feel the effects of the sweet whispers of love divine
saying in our inmost souls, " I am married unto thee," we must rejoice,
and sing some such song as the following" A monument of grace,
A sinner saved by blood;
The streams of love I trace
Up to the Fountain, God;
And in His wondrous mercy see
Eternal thoughts of love to me."

"
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The feeling sense of this precious truth will melt a heart of- steel,
bring up from the deepest pit, drive away an care and anxiety (for
the time being) about the perishing trifles of this mortal life; will
"raise up the poor from the dust, and lift the beggar from the dunghill, and set them among princes, and make them inherit the throne
of glory" (1 Sam. ii. 8); turns sighing into singing, weeping into
rejoicillg, groaning into blessi"g, praying into prai"ing, sickness into
health, poverty into wealth, darlme"s into light, death iuto life, weakness into strength, a dungeon into a palace, makes "the lame man
leap as an hart" (Isa. xxxv. 6), "and the tongue of the dumb to sing,"
makes a sin-burdened sinner" go forth in the dances of them that
make merry," dancing with all his powers to that grand, out-of-date,
God-glorifying Gospel tune, "It is finish,"d!"
No,v, this is the only dancing we can agree with; and sometimes,
when the Holy Spirit puts our hearts experimentally in tune, and
shows us God the Father's covenant Ark, the Lord Jesus Ohrist,
like David of old before the literal ark, which was a beiiutiful type
of J eSIlS, we dance with all our might, and do not care a straw
holY many free-will, grace-despising lYIichals (2 Sam. vi., b,tter part)
there may be looking on. Our only regret in this matter is, that we
cannot dance oftener on account of what the Lord Jehovah has
promised to "all them that luve His appearing." I say sometimes to
the Lord, when I feel how very short my praises fall of what He
is worthy ofC

W,·ak is the effort of my heart,
And cold my warmest thonght;
But when I see Thee as Thou art,
I'll praise Thee as I ought.

" Till then I would Thy l'we proclaim
With every tl"eting breath,
And may the mllsi" of Thy name
Refresh my suul in death."

\Vhat tawdry, trumpery things the best of earth's pleasures and
blessings are when contrasted with the free and boundless favours flowing
to poor, guilty sinners from the covenant of sovereign grace, which is
"ordered in all things and sure"! How empty, unsatisfying, and deceiving
are earthly matters when viewed ill the light of eternity! 'What PC!0r,
'poor fools we are, that we should bestow so overmuch care and attention upon time trifles, to the at least partial neglect of more end uring
and weightier things! One feels sometimes so ashamed of and disgusted
with oneself to find it is so, and that there does appear an increasing
tendency in this direction, that one can only fall down at the footstool
of mercy and earnestly pray the Lord to forgive one's follies and shortcomings through the rich, atoning blood of Ohrist. None, I think, are
more guilty of making the throne of grace the last instead of the first
resort than I am. The sli7hts and iusults offered to the Majesty of
hea"en by my base, ungrateful, unmindful conduct- are neither felY nor
small; and, if it were not that God's grace is J1'ee -" without money
and without price "-there would be no hope for the writer. The terms
of that glorious, quickened-sinner-attracting invitettion contained in
the first verse of the fifty-fifth chapter of Isaiah just suit me: "Ho,
everyone that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no
money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without
money and without price." Here is open house for all-a free welcome
.to all hungerers and thirsters after Gospel provision. These are terms
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that will suit the case - of poor and needy, houseless and homeless
sinners. The poor among men, spiritually considered will, as the Lord
the Spirit enables them, from time to time say- '
"Jesus, how heavenly is the place
Where Thy dear people wait for
Thee!
Where the rich fountain of Thy
grace
Stands ever open, fuU and free!
" Hungry, and poor, and lame, and
blind,
Hither the blood-bought children
fly;
In Thy deep wounds a bals:tm find,
And Jive while they behold Thee
die.

" Here they forget their doubts and
fears,
While Thy sharp sorrows meet
their eyes;
And bless the hand that dries their
tears,
And each returning want supplies.
"Oh, the vast mysteries of Thy love?
How high, how deep, how wide it
rolls!
Its fountain springs in heaven above,
Its streams revive our drooping
souls."

Before laying down my pen, there is one special matter I must allude
to-indeed, it is the matter upon which I purposed addressing you in
my present communication. By referring to the pages specified at the
commencement ot this letter in your new work, "Retracings and Renewiugs," you will find what you have there said in connection with the
SUbject-the Clwistian ministry-previous to the Lord's sending you into
His vineyard as a Gospel labourer.
On reading your remarks this morning, my heart has been most sweetly
and powerfully drawn again to the matter. Personally I have felt at
times a lively hope-nay, a persuasion-t.hat the Lord would at some
future time send me forth as a standard-bearer of the cross of Christ.
"'When He has anointed one's head with Gospel oil, and one's cup
has run over, and He has warmed one's heart in relation to the
subject, I have said, "Lord, can it really be that Thou intendest such
a poor, short-sighted, erring, simple, wayward sinner as I am for so
important a calling as standing up between the living and the dead r
Are these exercises of mind in connection with this matter which I am
from time to time the subject of from Thyself? Are they int.imations
of what Thou art about to do? Can it be that such a wretch as I
am to testify of Thy boundless goodness, mercy, and loving-kindness?
Ate the solemnly deep and almost overwhelming discoveries of what
I am as a sinner to be the means in Thy hands of establishing
and settling me in the truth of Thy holy Word? Are they for the
preparing of the heart to testify most unreservedly, 'By grace are ye
saved, through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God ~
not of works, lest any man should boast'? (Eph. ii. 8, 9.) Can it be
that such a poor stutterer and stammerer as I am should ever stand
up publicly to declare' the unsearcbable riches of Christ'? Lord, is it
so? or are these things of the flesh? Lord, how is it that sometimes.
for days and nights together I can think of scarcely anything else but
that, some day or other, under Thy command and direction, I shaH
enter into the ministry, notwithstanding all felt unfitness for the work '1'
Lord, how is it I am the subject of such very different feelings upon
this matter? Sometimes, under the weight of some heavy burden,
when Thou hidest Thy face, the accuser of the brethren, the devil,

I
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roars and says, 'How about becoming a parson now 1 A pretty fellow
you would be to stand up as a witness for God! Look how full
.of every abominable evil your heart is! How should you do if
.;you had to open your mouth under present circumstances 1 Banish
the thought for ever from your miud. Ministers are not trouhled
with such devilish thoughts and feelings as you are, and they kuow
much more of Jesus Christ than you do. Why, you must be half
crazed to entertain the ideas you do at times! If you were to
start, you would never be able to keep on. You would soon be
used up. A. pretty fool you would appeax! You would be quite a
laughing-stock both to the Lord's people and to the ungodly.'''
At times the weight of these objections of the enemy is such that the
.soul mentally exclaims, "I can't go! I daren't go! I won't go! To go
'would be to exhibit indeed one's own folly, and result in the Lord's
<lause being reproached on my account." I try to give over thinking
about the matter, and beg, groan, sigh,. cry, mourn, entreat, an.d
beseech the Lord to take all thoughts of It away, and not to let It
QCcupy m.y attention again, if it is contrary to His divine will, but
all to no purpose. Awake or asleep (except occasionally), "the burden
of the Word of the Lord" lies heavily upon my heart. So much has
this been the case that, if I mistake not, on more than one occasion
my soul has been fired and melted while lying sleeping upon my bed,
dreaming that I was speaking in the name of the Lord. I attach very
little importance to dreams, generally speaking, but to my mind there
IlD.S been flomething so special in regarJ. to what I have just spoken
{If, that I fain would hope that it is of the Lord. I argne the matter,
Moses-like, with the "Lord, urging before Him my slowness of speech,
my lack of spiritual understanding and perception, and my entire
unfitness, according to my feelings, for the' solemn work
Sometimes, in the midst of my arguings and urgings, the Lord suddenly shines into my heart, and removes every objection in a moment,
and I feel a willingness to be used, if He shall see fit to employ me,
for the honour and glory of His name. So far as my feelings go as a
creature, I believe I can honestly say that the ministry is about the
last occupation I should choose if left to myself. This arises in great
measure, no doubt, from one's naturally shy and reserved disposition.
The very thought of being engaged in the work of the ministry at
times seems as if it would kill one outright. I plead and re-plead with
the Lord not to suffer me to move a single step in this matter without"
the cleanst and most unmistakable evidence of His sanction and approbation. If one goes without His" I will be with thee," "My presence shall
go with thee," I know that failure must be the result j but, if one
has' His guidance and direction, all, all must be well, although I
may feel at times over head and ears in fears and misgivings as to
my being a,ble to continue in the work to His honour and glory.
I have to1.d the Lord He must appear more clearly before I can
feel assured of what His will is in the matter j but I desire, while
being very earnest and solicitous, on the one hand, for the realizing
'of the Lord's leadings, to be preserved from dictating on the other.
My anxiety is truly great at times. If I had my choice (I can
appeal to Him here with a sweet degree of confidence), I would
yy
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rather wend my way' to the parish workhouse, and li ve thfJre the
residue of my days a pauper, than put my band to the ministerial
plough contrary to His will. I tell Him sometimes that, if it is His
will, I am quite sure He will have in my case again and again
to ratify that declaration of His Word, "Out of weakness were
made strong;" for one feels so weak, so help!e's, such a babe in
.divine 1\1101W ledge that, from deep, deep, hearefelc necessity one will
be compelled to hang upon Him and trust in Him for supplies
of matter, and for ability to express oneself to the edification
of "the poor -among men "-quickened sinners. If He intends for
the work, He must equip, He must furnish, He must fortify, He
must say to my poor feeble heart, "Be strong; f,·ar not!" He must
conduct, He must guide, He must direct, He must open the eyes
of the understamling, He must uphold, Ho must give light, liberty,
dew, and unction; He must bless the testifier (the speaker), and
He must ~ccompany the testimony which He may enable His poor
worm to deliver with savour to the hearts of His redeemed family.
These, dear brother, are _sClme of the exercises of soul of which I am
tbe subject in relation to the solemn and deeply responsible work of
the mil,istry. What the issue will be I do not pretend to say. What
tJ18se thiugs portend I cannot see to my satisfaction; but my times are
in gooll l,ands, are they not ~ Yes, verily. May the Lord help me to
apprehend and lay hold by precious faith of the fact that"His derree who formed the earth
Fixerl m.v first and second birth;
Parel,ts native place, and time,
All appoiuted were by Him.

"He that formed me in the womb,
He shall gnide me to the tomb;
All my time_ shall ever be
Ordered by His wise decree."

(To be cont·inued.)

[Dear brother, we rejoice in the fact that the Lord has been applying;
to your heart that which He, so many years since, gave us to note
down hefore Him. To His name be all the praise for this, as well as
very many other testimonies, in proof that our labour was not in vain
in the Lord, in regard to the book to which- you refer. 'Vben from time
to time, for so many years past, noting down before the Lord the
passing experif'nces of those years, little did ,re imagine the afterapplication of those records for the benefit and encouragement of others
who would be called to traverse the self-same path.
.
For years we have believed that there was a work in which you,
dear brother, were to be engaged for and in the Lord-when or where
it was neither for us nor you to know, until the Lord Himself opened
the way. That opening is generally in the least expected and most
unthouo-ht-of time and manner, and this in order to render it the more
plainly"and blEssedly to be of the Lord. As in Bible-days, so now, it
is the'least likely and the seemingly most unfit-tJlat is, according to the
estimation of men-whom the Lord has designed for His service. It
is the "slow of speech," like Moses of old, rather than tbe fluent, by
whom He sendo His messages of love and mercy to poor and perishing.
sinners. Mark you, it is His words-not man's wOlds-and they are
known to be His because of the distinctiveness of their application, and
because of the savour and the power with which they are attended. 'Vas
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the message merely of m'tn, they would lack the dew with which the
Holy Ghost accompanies His OWII testimony.
U f}on this principle it is th<J.t t;he Lord's own divinely-cornmissi"ned
servant,:; will have to thank Him through a blesse,l eternity f"r what
they sometimes mourned over aud complained of iu time, nalnely, their
being "slow of speech and of a slolv ton~ue." By tlHt very means, in
the Lor,1's own time, the glorious fact has person<l.llj' and experiment<l.lly
been made known to them, evell as to the Lord's higllly-favoured
servant, "vVho hath made man's mouth 1 or who m,t!ceth the dumh, or
deaf, or the seeing, or the bli'Id1 h.we not I the Lord 1 Now therefore
go. and I wili be with thy mouth, and teach thee what thou shalt say"
(Exod.<iv. 11, 12).
Now, if the L'll'd does occ;tsion'tlly cn-\! into His service the fluent
and ready-speaking, such, i.\l the affer-tests and cross-qllestiollings as to
the genuineness and reality of their commission, will be the sllhjects
of a thousand fears and intense sear<:hings of heart as to whet,her
their work is any more than the natul'al or the fleshly. They will, in
the course of their ministry, find their need of the "line upon line,
precept upon precept," the "here a little" and the "there a little," in
order to convince and assure and settle them in the belier that their
call was a superhuman call. 'Where there is tenderness of conscience
and a holy jealousy for God amI truth, there will be a corresponding
distrust of self, and a wholesome_ fear of having been constrained by
some selfish or unworthy motive to enter Ilpon a ministerial course,
That distrust of self and fear of being misled by some one or other
of the many snares and entanglemeuts wilh which the wicked one is
ever rt'ady to ply the human heart leads, as we have said, to deep
searchings of heart; and such, as you have clearly pointed out in t.he
foregoing epistle, will never be satisfied without the clearest, fullest,
and oft-repeated proof and evidence that the Lord it is who hath said,
"Go, work ill My vineyard." Not for a morsel of bread-not for mere
profession or position-but from the real love of souls, and a desire to
testify of what the Lord has done for their own souls, are His sen'unts
made willing and anxious, in the day of His power, to go forth in His
blessed and ever-adorable name. Were such to fullow the bent of their
own inclinations and desires, they, Jonah-like, would flee to Tarshish
rather than go to Nineveh. With such it is verily "the burden of
the Word uf the Lord," and the Lord has to thrust tlwm out, in order
th<J.t they should go and "speak His words, whether they will hear 01'
whether they will forbear."
"What a marked distinction there is in the ministrations of those w]))
have merely the letter of the vVord, and tllOse who are imbueel with
the spirit and pou'er of it! In the one case, by the help of memory,
there is the storing up and then the spreading forth the toils and the
labours of others, and this in the face of the solemn denunciation, "I
am against the prophets, saith the Lord, that steal My wor'ds every
one from his neighbour." There is a lightness and a frothiness and "~"
powerlessness about such testimonies tbat die away as soon as th~
oration has been delivered. In the other case, where there h'ls boen'
the inward teaching-the tasting,. handling, and feeling the good Word
of life-the illwrought sealing and stamping upon the pour sinner's
Y Y 2
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heart, by the Holy Ghost, of the divine verities of our most holy
faith, there, in due time, will the self-same Spirit., in the exercise
of His own divine sovereignty, say, "Go forth and proclaim all the
words of this life;" and what a weight, what a power, what a holy
persuasiveness and a divine dignity will accompany the testimony!
At such times, and under such circurn.stances, it is in very deed
found to be as of old: "Our Gospel came not unto you in word
only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much
assurance." Now, none can give" the demonstration of the Spirit and
the power" but- the Holy Ghost Himself!
No superficial learning
or letter-teaching can ensure dew, unction, savour, power. This,
under the ministry of the Holy Ghost, is the issue and result of
personal knowledge, heartfelt experience, the being steeped in sorrow,
plunged into difficulty, driven to one's wits' end, and knowing, by
bitter yet profitable experience, what, in a spiritual sense, is meant by
the Apostle's language: "And when neither sun nor stars in many
days appeared, and no small tempest lay on us, all hope that we
should be saved was then taken away" (Acts xxvii. 20).
Ah! dear brothe~, upon the principle that Luther testified, that
"temptation, meditation, and prayer made a minister," so all these
depths of darkness, difficulty, and apparent destructiveness-these acute
sufferings-these bitter sorrows-these agonizing afflictions-the "deaths
oft "-the "cutting off of a right hand and plucking out of a right
eye "-the awful temptations-the blasphemous suggestions-the Satanic
insinuations-the fretfulness-the rebellion-the ten thousand regrets
that one was ever born with an immortal soul-and the ten tll'msand
apprehensions likewise of how and where all would end-ah! these,
these are the teachings, the lessons, the invaluable and indispensable
studies, which ultimately qualify for carrying messages of love and
mercy from Him who "came not to call the righteous, but sinners, to
repentance." These messengers; having upon personal grounds had an
insight into His loving heart, and experimental and repeated proofs of
His mercy, His tenderness, His forbearancE', His longsuffering, and the
boundlessness of His compassion, are only too willing and too happy,
at any personal risk, self-sacrifice, or denial, to go forth and" tell to sinners round
What a dear Saviour they have found;
To point to His redeeming blood,
And say, 'Behold the way to God!'"

THE EDITOR.]
CONFIRMATION.-The Rev. EDWARD WILKINSON, rector of Snargate,
Kent, has just published a valuable little address upon the subject of
confirmation. It is well worthy of an attentive pernsal.
WEIGHTY WORDS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE.-Our valued correspondent,
"J. P. C.," of Cardiff, has published, in a neat, cheap form, two most
valuable Addresses to Young Men and Young ·Women. \Ve would urge
our readers to obtain copies, in order that they may personally estimate
tho claim of these timely productions. "J. P. Co's" address is, 2, Rose
Villas, Croft Street, Roath, Cardiff.
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.

To the Editor of the Gospel

~lvlagazine.

DEAR FRIEND,-I have just read the following marvellous display
of divine power, as manifested in the conversion of a soldier at Agra,
with no or~linary feelings of thanksgiving and praise to the God of
all grace. If the account is not too long for the GOSPEL MAGAZINE,
I should be pleased to see it published therein, and the Lord would
add His blessing doubtless. Time is rapidly passing away, bringing
us nearer to that day when the Lord shall " try every man's uork, of uhat
sort it is."
I remain, yours unworthily in Him,
CHARLES BRIDER.
Old Gaol Chapel, SalisbltTlj, September 14th, 1880.
THE CONVERSION OF A SOLDIER IN I::-lDIA; OR, WHAT ONE LITTLE
BOOK CAN DO IN THE HAND OF THE ETERNAL SPIRIT. COMMUNICATED TO US BY A PERSONAL FRIEND.
IT is impossible that any person who has read the Scriptures, and
whose eyes hcwe been opened ;0 discern the tremendous issues involved
in the statements therein contained concerning the future and eternal
condition of the righteous and the wicked, should fail to be exeeedingly pained in contemplating the light, trifling spirit so prevalent in
the present day with regard to these solemn eternal realities. The
minds of multitudes appear to be in such a careless and unsettled
state respecting them, and quite heedless of the undoubted claim
these things have upon their earnest and serious attention. This is
manifest by the conflicting expressions of opinion, and the cavilling
one hears on every hand with regard to this suhject.
In seeking to account for such amazing apathy and indifference upon
a qnestion of so vital a nature as that which reLttes to our eternal
haplJiuess or misery, the following, among other things. cannot fail
deeply to impress the mind of a candid and careful observer. There
are numerous men in the present day endowed with great gifts and
intellectual abilities, who seem unable to make any better use of them
than by going about the country proclaiming that religion is all
humbug and priestcraft, that there is no God and no future life,
and that the Bible (that gracious revelation of a mereiful and just
God to a sinful and rebellious people) is but the frantic raving of
fanatics and impostors; that man is allied to and an outcome from
the beasts that perish. They dazzle and bewilder the minds of the
simple and ignorant by a show of learning and technical phraseology;
talk glibly and knowiugly of evolution and development, of the selection of the fittest, and other high-sounding phrases of infidel philosophy.
The people fioek to their lectures like moths to a candle. The prindples they iustil are so congenial to the fallen and corrupt nature
of man, appearing to release them from responsibility or accountability,
thus enablmg them to sin greedily and cheaply, and to make provision for
the flesh to fulfil the lusts thereof. Their conscience, like a. sentinel that
has been drugged, ceases to sound an alarm on the approach of the enemy.
Thus they go on, deceiving and being deceived, waxing worse and worse,
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until death arouses them from their stupor (unless the grace of God
iuterpose), and they discover, alas! when too late, that they have been
"feedillg upon the east wind." The juggling phrases and flimsy llretences
in' which they tlUsted and deligllted are now become as aohes between
tl'1eir teeth, and they realize the terrible import of such passages as the
f\'Jllowing, which they had frequently he'trd, only to desl,ise alld deride:
" Because I have called, and ye ref'lsed; I have stretched out My hand,
and no man regarded; but ye have set at nought all My counsel, and
wuuld none of .M I' reproof: I aloo will laugh at your cala;;,ity ; 1 will
mock when your fellr cometh; wheir your fear cometh as chsolation, and
your destruclion cometh as a whirlwind; when distress and anguish
cometh Up"lI ynu. Then shall th...y call upon Me, but I will not answer;
they shall seek Me early, but they shallllot find Me: for that they hated
lmowledg<', and did llot choose the fear of the Lord. They would none
ot My t:OU11S,..]; they despised all My reproof: therefl/re shall they eat
of the fJ'Uit of th...ir OWIl way, alld be filled "'ith their o\\n devices."
Small comlort can they now derive tr"m the platitudeo of their scejJtical
philosophers, whose moutho are as open sepuichres; for" with their tongues
they Use deceit, the poison of asps is under their lips, their mouth is
full of cursing and bit.ternees, and the way of peace they have not known,
for there is no fear of God bdore their eyes." Their conduct clearly
e\iut:e~ the truth of the Wise Mau's words, that, "becauee senteuce against
an <'viI work is not executed speedily, therefore the heart.s of the sons
of men are fully set to do evil." Would that they were wise, that they
wou[<l consider their latter end, and be enabled to escape that. indignation
and wrath, tribulatioll and anguish, which surely awaits every soul of
man that doeth eviL
A go"d man and excellent ,'triter has well observed that, in approaching Olle of our large toWIlS, a traveller is struck with a~tonishment
at the dense black cloud of smoke which seems to en veJolJ it like a
funieral pall, and toward the formation of which each chimney has
contribllted its quota-a fit and appropriate emblem of the mountainous
mass of abomination which, like a vast exhalation, is consiantly arising
frOlll this sin-satur..ted world in the face of the Must High, to say
nothing of those stews of iniquity, our great cities, of whit:h, if an
angel were commissioned t·} report upon, would probably be declared
to exceed in wickeduess the cities of the plain. Let us regard for
a moment the wide~pread manlier in which the holy name of God is
profaned and blasphemed by hoth sexes and all ages, from the
lisping accents 01 infancy tu the faltering tongue of hoary age
trembling beneath the impotent imprecation. Think of the lying, dis11011esty, and Jraud to which our police-courts bear witness. Add to
all this the numberless sins of thought, word, and deed which are
hidden tram every eye but His whose prerogative it is to "search
the heart and try the reins of the children of men;" and we may
get some idpa, though a very imperfect one, of the rottenness of
that natural heart which the Scriptures of truth declare is "deceitful
above all things, and desperately wicked."
This witness is true, and everyone is conscious of its trnth. Let
the most moral, upright, and exemplary man living scrutinize the
workilJgs of his own heart, and candour will compel him to acknow-
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ledge that there are depths of iniquity within greater than any
which have seen the light. Those whose eyes have been opened to
discern good and evil can easily understand the perplexit,y of a poor
sinner when the toruh of the Spirit lights' up the hidden recesses
of the heart, and shows him what a munster of iniquity he is, and
how hesltould be led to exclaim, as did the discipl"s of old, ., Who
then can be saved 7" and the answer which the Lord of life vouchsafed to them tlwn is the only one which can be given now:
"With man this is impossible, but with God all things are pussible."
The Armin!an doctrine held by so many professing Christians proves
what a stumbling-block this is to the iuherent pride of the human
heart. It plucks the ft'ather out of the cap of free-will and human
merit, and stains the pride of all human glory. This is too much for
unhumbled nature-that it is impossible for man to be his own siLviour,
but that salvation, froUl first to last, is the Lord's free gift, and
that prince anu peasant, moralist and harlot, must all be brought
to the same level, "beggars vile at mercy's door." But, let men
kick and cavil as they. may, it is a truth which remaineth true for
ever that, unless a man be ,. born again, he cannot sec [much less
enter into] the kingdom of heaven." "It is not by might, nor
by power, but by My Spirit, saitb. the Lord j " and, when the Holy
Spirit begins this, work upon a soul, He brings him nut only to
confess, but to feel his helplessness-to feel that he i~ no~hing,
has nothing, :md can do nothing but sin-to "remember his evil
worb, and his doings that were not good, and to luathe himself
in his own sight for all the evil that he hath done j" and to "lay
his mouth in the dust, if so be there may be hope j" but of the
means by which the Holy Spirit shall operate, or of the degree of
terror with which the soul shall fall nuder it, no mall lwoweth j
but He is pleased sometimes so to manifest His power as to strike
beholders with astonishment, and to cause them to exclaim, as did
the magicians of old, "Lo, this is the finger of God!"
One remarkable iustance the writer was privileged to witness, and to
relate which, in the hope that the Lord may be pleased to use it for
the purpose of arousing some poor sinner out of the sleep of death,
is the main object of his taking the pen in hand.
The fonowing incident occurred at Agra, in the East Indies, at the
residence of the Rev. Mr. Gregson, a Baptist missionary. I call him
"reverend" because I revere him, hI' it pleased the Lord, hI' his miniotr ation, to bring me out of the huuse of bondage and to lea,l me into
the glorious lilJerty of the Gospel of Christ. A few earnest-minded
men, members of his Church, whooe eyes the Lord had opened, and in
whose hearts the glad tidings of the Gospel of salvatinn had been
received as good news from a far couutry, having a vivid recollection of the danger they had escaped, and being filled with l,)ve and
gratitude to Him who had redeemed them from so gre,Lt a death,
felt exceedingly anxious that other of their comrades who wer" still
in the gall of bitterlless and bonds of iniquity should be brought
unJer the sound of that Gospel which unto them harl proved to be
"the power of God unto salvatien." Among the various means they
took to bring this about, after consultation with their pastor, it was
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decided to have a social ~ea-mee~ing, to which as many should
be invited from the troops III garrIson as his bungalow could with
convenience accommodate. At the appointed time they assembled, to'
the number of between seventy and eighty. After partaking of a
moderate meal, a meeting was held, Mr. Gregson opening it with a
few appropriate words, stating what was the object of calling them
together, and requesting some of their comrades to address them.
In a few simple, artless phrases, one of them told of his career of
vice and folly, and how the Spirit of the Lord had arrested him
in his downward path by showing him that his whole life had been
one continued course of sin and rebellion against an infinitely pure and
holy God; how he felt crushed to the earth by the overwhelming senseof his guilt, and the thought that he was about to be summoned t()
judgment; that he felt already in his soul a foretaste of that hell
which the Scriptures declare shall be the portion of the wicked, and
of those who forget God. He then .related holV the truth was revealecY
to his mind that God could be a just God and a Saviour, that
Christ had died for sinners, and had left upon record that He was
able to "save to the uttermost aU who came unto God by Him j "
that, guilty as he was, he had been enabled to come to Him, and
hart f..und rest and joy and peace in believing.
While he was
speaking, a most unusual degree of agitation was to be seen in the
face of a 'man near the centre of the room, whose name was Smith,
belonging to the Royal Artillery. His condition excited the merriment
of some of his ungodly companions. and the whisper spread through
the room that Smith had turned "bluelight," this being a term of
reproach which is applied in the army to any who dares to avO\\r
his f...ar of God and his love to a crucified and risen Christ. But
their ridicule did not seem to affect Smith, who had attained to a.
point beyond its power. He rose to his feet, and, with tears streaming,
down his cheeks, and sobs at times choking his utterance; he poured
forth a most plaintive tale of his neglected childhood, his sinful
youth, his degraded manhood; how his attention had been riveted by
something a comrade had read from a book which some kind friencT
had sent out from England; how the convictions that were thus
awakened were deepened, and he found it impossible to shake them
off. Day and night they were present with him, being ever uppermost in his thoughts, causing him to separate from his companions
and pastimes to wander in solitude in the jungle. The wrath of God
seemed to be impending over him, and he could see no means of
escape; that he had accepted the invitation to come, he knew not
why or wherefore; that he came without hope, or the expectation of'
finding any ground of hope. but that, while his comrade was speaking,
a flood of light and joy had been poured into his soul, fining him
to overflowing, and he felt compelled to stand up and declare what
great things the Lord had done for him, and had compassion upon
him. Mr. Evans, a B~ptist missionary at Delhi, who was present on
a visit, rose from his seat, and declared that, in the whole of his
experience, he had never witnessed so marvellous a manifestation of
the Holy Spirit';'S power; nor do I wonder at his making such an
observation, for, if any of my readers imagine that any human motive
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would have induced such a man so to conduct himself before his
ungodly companions, and betray what they would contemptuously
eaU such womanly weakness, they little know the nature of such men,
or the pride and vanity of their profession. The writer knows them
too well. He has lived among them too long to entertain such a
thought for a moment. He has seen them stripped and tied to the
triangles, and flogged with hotted cords until the quivering flesh
has resembled a piece of liver at which the birds bad been pecking,
without drawing a tear from their eye or extorting a sound from
their lips, so- hard and obdurate are their hearts. But a more than_
human power was engaged here. The stony heart was taken away, and
a heart of flesh was substituted; atld, though ma,ny years ha,ve elapsed
since this occurred, yet mentally I can see him now, sobbing as though.
his heart would break, his broad, bnrly chest hea,ving and throbbing
with emotion, as sometimes I have seen the bosom of a child after a
tumult of passion. It is an affecting sight to see a strong man thus
moved. This was not a delicate girl, with a weak and nervous temperament, whose emotions, it might be said, were easily excited, but a strong,
stalwart soldier, with nerves of steel and sinews like leather thongs, with
a spirit which 110 physical torture would have been able to conqner or
subdLle~ but which, under the secret, silent, but effectual power of the
Spirit of God, was broken in pieces, and became even as a little child's.
It appeared to me to be a wonderful display of power, but a ray of light
was thrown upon it by the sequel. He was received into the Church r
baptized in the Baptist Chapel at Agra; for the space of a few brief weeks
he walked with us, rejoicing in the light of his new-found liberty, when
he suddenly fell ill, was carried to the hospital, and, in a few days, his
body was deposited in the dust, and his spirit, washed in the blooel
of the Lamb, had ascended hopefully, trustfully, and joyfully to the
presence of Him who had thus called him by His grace, as the prelude
to calling him to glory. Often do I think of hi" happy lot. He wap,
not left here below to burn with the dull glimmer of a despised" bluelight" among scoffing and jeering companions, but, freed from his terrors,
and in the light and joy of his First Love, taken away to shine forth
for ever as the sun in the killgdum of his Father, while those whom
he left behind, whose words had been made the means, in the hands
of the Holy Spirit, in effecting his deliverance, were left to tread the
pilgrim's thorny path, and uften in secret to ponder over the poet's
words" How have they got beyond!
Converted last, yet first with glory crowned.
Little once I thought that these
Would first the SUlIImit gain,
And leave me far behind, slow journeying o'er the plain!
"Ah! tell me, Lord, that Thou hast chosen me:!
Thou, who hast kindled my intense deSIre,
Fulfil the wish Thy influence did inspire,
And let me my election know;
Then, when Thy summons bids me 'Come up higher!'
Well pleased I shall from life retire,
And join the burning hosts, beheld at distance now."
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AM I RIGHT 1
To the Editor .of the Gospel Magazine.
My DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-l must write you it few lines, at the risk
of being a plague to you; and, fir,t, I express with wh<lt sincere
regret I read in this month's GOSPEL MAGAZlt\E that you were not
well whell it wwt to the press. Most heartily do I hope it was
a passing malady, and that you are all right again.
May our
graeious God increase your strength, and long enable you to be of
such use t,) His Church and comfort to His people.
lndee,i, I
hope yuu may outlive me, and that may not be very 10n,2", for I feel
very breaking and feeble, but 77 t is a good old age. If the Lord
would only be pleased to shine upon me, then the nearer the haven
the better. But the next thing I want to say is, that, while you
say maliY tllings calculater!. to give comfort to any heart not so hard
as ])'line, yet now and then it is not so. A sentence in page 613
would dash any little spark of hope I may have to "t,nll3, it I saw it
was in Go,I's Word. It is this: "Is there no spring\lIg up of such
thoughts a,;: 'Oh, whatever becomes of me, and however the Lord
may seem to have cast me off and rej~cted me as refuse silver, yet
I feel that I would sooner perish than that His name an.cl His
fame should be sallied'?" &c. I cannot bear to hear anyone
speaking sli,,\htingly of Jehovah; but, when it comeS to the alternative
of perishillg r,\[her, oh, I feel I dare not say that!
ould that
I could!
It seems a test to me that our gracious God has not
given. If it is needful to feel it, I must be lo~t. I love myself too
well. Do forgive me. I am very low.
May "still greater things" be revealed to you.
So pmys, as far as
I can,
Yours in true Christian love,
lrIa1'1cet Rasen, Odobe1' 15th, 1880.
K. P.
[The Lord Himself is our Witness that, it is farthest from our
thoughts to advance ought that should grieve or distress any of His
people. TiJroughout our editorship it has been a leading desire with
us to give lIeed to His word, "Take up the stumblillg.Llock out of
the "ay of My peopl"." Hence our regret that the lemark to which
our a~d correspondent alludes should have been made the cause of
anguish to her.
But, first, let 1:1S say, before we touch upon the point itself, that
her very anxi,"ty is in itself a most wholesome sign, esppcially in times
like the present, when carnal security and the taking things for granted
is the order of the day. Deep soul-concern, the waiting upon the
Lord, and the waiting for the Lord Himself personally alJd powerfully
to say, "I am thy salvation," is the exceptiun rather than th~ rule
in the so-called religious world at the present time. The importunate
cry, "'What must I do to be saved? "-the plaintive plea, "God
be merciful to me a sinner! "-are, for most part, matters of a byegone date. Now it is the reasoning and the arguing into SUL:h and
such a belief, security, and sottisfaction. Although perhaps nominally
named, .the Person and work of the Holy Ghust, as the grand and
espential Operator in His .own kingdom of grace, is virtually ignored
and set at naught. But our aged correspondent has been too well
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indoctrinated in the sinfulness and helplessness of the creature to be
thus cnpti vated and enthralled; and we maintain that it is better to
go with trembling heart and limping gait down to the very Jordan,
than to be the possessor of a false peace, and led captive (as thousands upon
thousands are) by Satan's transforming himself into an angel of light.
But no\~ to the sentence which has awakened such anxiety in our
sister's mind.
First, Id us apprize her of the fact that we were addressing' omselves to one who had long pulllicly ministered the 'Word, although
at the present- under clouds and a darkness which might be felt. As
having, therefore, stood in the front ranks, and Leen thus exposed
to the enemy's assaults, he had need of that special grace and those
special manifestations which so prominent a position required. Now,
our sister not having been called to occupy any such position, did not,
conseqnently, stand in need of the same special grace and special
manifestati'Jlls.
Next, we did not intend for a moment to convey the' idea that our
friend and brother w"s at all times prepared to make such sacrifice
as that to which we alluded. It was under a then special influence that
the Apostle Paul said, "I conld wish that myself were acr'Ul';ecl from
Chri~t for my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh j" and we
are persuaded that it was only uncleI' a like <pecial influence, for the time
being, that Peter, his brother Apostle, exclaimed, "Depart from me, for
I am a sinful man, 0 Lord!"
Was Hot that a peculiar and a special prompting which led Moses,
in a holy jealousy for the divine hOllour, to say, "Oh, this people
have sinnt·d a great sin, and have mnde them gods of g"ld : yet now,
if Thou wilt forgive their sin-; and if not, blot me, I pray Thee, out
of Thv 'book which Thou 'hast written ,. ~
Mo;eover, to what an alternative was Jonah brought, when he said
to the mariners, "Take me up, and cast me forth into the sea; so
shall the sea be calm unto you; for I know that for my sake this
great tempest is upon you." Although Jonah was not aware of it,
this, we conceive, was a marvellous display of faith. In it th"re
certainly was an overlooking of personal security. There was a striking compound of personal c.onviction and self-di~gust with, at the same
time, a special regard for the divine honour, and a becoming anxiety
for the lives and the wellbeillg of the men with whom he sailed.
Vl7 e grant that all these were special cases and inseparable from
special circumstances. Few comparatively are placed ill mch circumstances. In proportion, however, as they are, will the needed grace be
given to mE-et the requirements.
So to speak, neither in the one case nor the other did the nttE-rances
just quot,·d embrace the general tenor of the speakers' feelings and
experiences. So, in like manner, our conviction was, and our argument based upon the belief, that, sore and agonizing as are the lessons
our friend is at the pre~ent learning, and disposed as he is to write
bittl'r things against himself, yet /:,ven now, were he to hear his Master
assailed atter the manner to wllich we referred, his whole soul would
rise in righteous indignation, and he would be prepared to defend Him
and His cause at any personal sacrifice.
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The dear children of God are prone to look at the exercise of special
grace here and there, on the part of certain members of the Jiving
household, and, by comparison, to mourn over their lack of such faith.
In this they overlook the circumstances in which those were pla.ced:
who, by grace divine, had their faith strengthened and emboldened
to meet their then necessitous condition. "As thy days, so shall
thy strength be," is at once a blessed and a most comprehensive
promise.
8urely om sister has not so long passed her threescore years and
ten, nor has sh.e been the greater part of that lengthened period a
follower of the Lord Jesus, without, at times at least, aud under
certain circumstances, being endowed with a courage, a zeal, an
indifference about personal interests, when called upon to vindicate
truth, and to justify Jehovah in His righteous, although incomprehensible dealings, when and where she has heard the lawfulness
and the righteousness of those dealings di3puted or called in question.
Let our sister look back; and, in the reconsideration of certain states
and positions, let her see if she is not able to recall special grace
and special strength as vouchsafed to meet special requirements.
Further, we would add that, whatever may be her present fears
and misgivings with regard to the finishing of her pilgrimagehowever she, in common with omselves and many, many other aged
ones, may recoil at the prospect of death, and ask the momentous
question, "How will it be with me in the swellings of Jordan1"-if
we are not greatly mistaken, there is a service rendered to the Master
even in these circumstances. The number of letters which we receive
from fathers in Christ and mothers in Israel, expressive of the same
state of mind, we cannot attempt to enumerate. But what do wc learn
from them 1 It is this, that sin and deat/~ are no trifles. Neither the
one nor the other can be treated in the flippant and off·hand way in
which professors in our day are wont to regard them. There is the
"taking for granted," and the "matter of course," and the "Only
believe," which will not stand the fires of temptation nor the floods
of the Jordan. Hence these aged ones, who have wintered aud summered, and summered and wintered, and that again and again and
again, the pilgrim route through all the chequered scenes of the
wilderness, halt and hesitat.e as they approach the river, nor dare
venture till they hear the well-known "Fear not; I am with thee:
be not dismayed; I am thy God." What about the worldling or the
non-professor in his approaches to "the house appointed for an
living" 1 or what about the merely nominal professor, under likc>
circumstances-the one who has not entered the fold through the little
wicket of regeneration, but has climbed up and come in some other way~
Such as have" a name to live, but are dead" 1 (Rev. iii. 1.) Such as
have made their way into the marriage feast without the wedding
garment, and have yet to undergo the scrutiny of the King. when He
comes in to see (or inspect) the guests 1 'What, what about such in
the great day that is coming 1 Ah! better, ten thousand times better,
to be among the timid and the trembling than to be found at last
among the pretending or presuming. And, if such waiting, watching, and wrestling ones cannot be contented with ought else but a.
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"Thus saith the. Lord, My presence shall go with thee, and I will
give thee rest;" or a "When thou passest through the ,vaters, I will
be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee:
when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither
shall the flame kindle upon thee;" such bespeak their felt need of
and their confidence in the God of their salYation, and thus virtually
Ibring glory to His great and ever-adorable name.
Since the foregoing was written, we have been reflecting upon the
case of our aged correspondent, as well as many others who are
• similarly exercised. The conclusion to which we have come is, that
they are called to a certain line of service (little as they may imagine
it), and that to bring out the distinctive work of the Holy Ghost
in a more definite and conclusive manner. As already intimated,
snch experiences are intended to counteract the easy-going state of
things which so largely prevails among those who have the form of
godliness, but who are d~stitLlte of the power. Now, it has been
well said that those serve whou;ait; but be it remembered that there
is a two-fold description of waiting-there is the waiting for and the
waiting ulJ01L By contrast, we think the former will be found the
most critical and trying. Take, for example, the woman with the issue
of blood for twelve long years, who ., suffered many things of many
physicians, and had spent all that she had, and was nothing bettered,
but rather grew worse" (Mark v. 26). Was not her's a test of faith
and patience indeed 1 She looked and hoped and adopted every
means for a cure, but all her hopes and strivings resulted in disappointment. Again, with respect to "the woman which had a spirit
of infirmity eighteen years, and was bowed together, and could in
no wise lift up herself" (Luke xiii. 11). Further, what a waitingtime was that of the poor man at the pool of Bethesda, "which had.
an infirmity thirty-arid-eight years" (John v. 5). Now, in each of these
<;ases there was a deeptelt sense of need and a corresponding hopeful
waiting for cure. In the face of defeat and disappointment there
was a holding on and a holding out. How was this 1 Because of
an inward (but unconscious) di;vine support and sustaining. But, in
the two last cases at least, was there not upon the part of Jesus a
special recognition of the long-continued waitir.g 1 In the one case we
hear Him say, "Ought not this woman, being a daughter of Abraham,
whom Satan hath bound, 10, these eighteen years, be loosed from this
bond on the Sabbath day 1" In the other instance we read, ""When
Jesus saw him lie, and knew that he had been now a long time in
that case, He saith unto him, 'Wilt thou be made whole 1 "
vYe have said that there is a marked distinction between ·the
waiting for and the waiting ttJlon. In. other words, there is all the
difference between the condition of those of whom· we have spoken,
and Mary, for example, waiting at the sepulchre; and the dispossessed
Gadarene "sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed, and in his right mind."
The two states may be further defined as v;aiting and worship.
\Vell, now, we contend that, as our correspondent and other aged
ones who write in the same strain are waiting, and have for many,
many years" waited for the Consolation of Israel," not having as yet had
that bright and blessed, clear and conclllsive, sense of acceptance and
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adoption which others have experienced, their very attitude of a felt
nece.,.,ity and a corresponding looking and louging for the healing virtue
of the grea.t and good Physician by a plain and p!)sitive "Th'lS sa.ith
tbe Lord," or "Thy faith hath saved thee; go in peace;" is a mlrked
evidence of the power of the Lord in supporting and sustaining in
the aDs,mce of assurance and comfort.
Moreover, their waitin" antI
their llmging condition provt's most clearly that the.¥' cannut b~ contented with the merely nominal or superficial, but that they must have
the seal, the demonstration, the power uf the Holy Gl-jo..;t. Thus,
in thi~ their very waiting, hopeful, and anxiously-abiding posture, they
serve the Lord in their day and gener<ttion, and become witnesse::; for
the di"tinct Personality and indispensable need of the work ancl operation I)f the H()ly Ghost j and we conteud that llervice of this kind,
in these day::; of superficial light and fleshly attainments, is of
immense value and importance.-EDIToR.]

"CALLED HOME IN A MOMENT!"

To the Eclitm' of the Gospel Magazine.
re DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-I have long thought of writing a few lines
to you since reading, in the May numher of the GOSPEL MA';AZINE,
the letter from Mrs. Eastmead and your remarks, under the heading,
"Called Home in a Moment!" because the circumstances under which
our dear departed and now glorified friend and beloved brother was
taken home artl so deeply impressed upon my mind that I shall never
forget the solemn moments. I was invited to stay at our dear friend's
house (after preaching in the Bapti;;t Chapel at Avebury, on Wednesday
evening, December 26th, 1877) until the following Saturday morning.
I had many conversations with him during my short stay at his
house; but, on the Thursday evening, the Lord so abundantly favoured
him, and filled his soul with spiritual consolation, that fur nearly
two h'iur::; we sat talking together of the goodness and mercy of our
never-failing Friend, and the Beloved of our souls, J eho\'ah-Jesus.
So full was the dear man's soul of the luye of GlId, and the bright
anticipation of going home to glory, that he was for some time
weeping tears of great joy; indeed, it was "joy unspeakable, and full
of glory."
At that time there were some matters with which he had been
parLicularly tried, but his never-to-be-forgotten testimony was, "I
cannot help trusting the Lord.. He has given me such strong faith
and confidence in Himself that I can do 110 other." Then he said,
"The Lord. has 'given me that word, 'I will overturn, overturn, overturn;'
so that I know it will be all right;" then adding, "I may not be
so bright to-morrow morning."
Much more was said respecting the
faithfulness a.nd loving-kindness of J ehovah in all His righteous dealings with him-of his interest in the love, blood, righteousness, and
eternal salvation of J ehovah-Jesus-the preciousness of that dear name
which is above every name, as being" All and in all." There was the
deepest felt humility when speaking of himself; and, in short, a
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solemn testimony of a poor sinner saved by g.race-a blessed testimony
of the work of J ehovah the Holy Ghost in his heart-and the fullest
assurance of eternal glory.
Vve ..ach retired tu rest about eleven o'clock, after the most hetl.rty
"good night," little thinking of the solemn event of the full"wmg
mOrlJing. He called his eldest son in the morning as nsual. Whilst
he wa, dressing he heH,rd his father breathe heavily, :wd at ouce I
was called to the room, hastily going with his dear soa. WfI lifted
him up and poared a little brandy into his mouth, while r~sting upon
my ann. He -drew one heavy breath, then one gentle ~igh, and the
spirit took its flight! Oh, solemn, and yet glorious momem! For one
hour I remained alone with the poor sleeping dust, and I trust my
poor soul was f>tvoured to look forward to the same glorious change:
"Absent fr,Hu the body, present with the Lord;" and olttimes since
have I felt I should be glad to be taken in the same sweet way.
"He was not, for God took him."
I have heard him relate more
than once the circumstance to which you referred resLJecting the pig
which he valupd at a guinea.
His electr wife alld daughter were taken home to glory before him.
The sleeping dust of father, mother, and daughter are laid in the
same grave, to await the glorious resur.rection. Much could be said
respecting his c.eep sympathy with, and help he so willilJgly be~towed
upon, the poor and needy of the people of God; but I am afraid or
burdening you, as I know your hands and mind are full, but just
add that 1 attended his funeral at Calne on Wednesday, J an uary
2nd, 1878. Mr. PORTER, of Allington, Wilts., officiated at the funeral;
and, on the evening of the same day, I was enabled to preach in
the Baptist Chapel at Avebury, froll} 1 Thessalollians iv. 14, "For
if we believe," &c.
Since then we have bee1\ called to pass through many changes, as
it r..gards our cause at the Tabernacle. On October 29th, 1079, Mrs.
Barber, the beloved wife of our £-steemed and valued friend, .Mr. J.
Barber, ,,,as taken home. On November 23rd tbe Lonl again visited
us, by taking a dear l2ld saint, age.! eighty-one years, Mrti. Thomas.
She was for many years abundantly favoured and much blessed ullder
the ministry of the Word. On February 14th, 1830, another of our
dear frienfls was taken, after a long ilness-lVIiss Hamsdu, over
seventy y.. ars of age, a kind friend and helper to the cause here j
and on March 6th, after nearly forty years' painful affiiclioll, Illy dear
sister-iu-Iaw wa, removed from tbis world of sin and death. Gone
hOllle! GlorioLls thought !-taken from the solemn times which are
yet in store fur this Popish, infidel, and scoffing !lation.
The Lord bless you, with all His dear faithful servants, enabling
you to blow the trumpet in Zion, and to sound the alarm ill His
holy mountain.
I am, dear Dr. Doudney, yours very sincerely" in the path of tribulation, and ill the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ,"
R. VAIWER.
Yeo1Jil, August 7th, 1880.
[Well might our dear brother in Jesus, and fellow-labourer in the
vineyard of the Lord of hosts, say, "Ofttimes since have I felt 1 should
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be glad to be taken in the same sweet way." It was a sweet-yea,
a most merciful and gracious-way indeed.
There is one feature, however, in the case of the beloved departed,
that strikes us with peculiar force: it is the fact to which our correspondent refers·-the "matters with which he had been particularly
tried"- so that it wOlfld seem it was with him, as vTith most, trial and
exercise and conflict-yea, certain doubts and fears-to the outer
margiu of the wilderness, and up to the very brink of the Jordan!
No cessation, no trtlce in this war; no laying duwn arms, but fighting
on and on, eve!1 to the water's edge! And then (blessed be God 1)
the conflict o'er 1 the battle's din for ever hushed! the last shot fired!
the final thrust from the great enemy maele! and then-aye, then"the weight, the eternal weight, of glory!" Then the shouts of
"Victory, victory, through the blood of the Lamb!"
"Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly," and take Thy weary pilgrims
home! Let the trumpet-note, "Cease fighting!" soon be heard, and
give us to cast our blood-stained banners at the feet of our glorious
Immanuel, crowning Him, the great Captain of salvation, Lord of
all !-ED.l

"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY 7"
(RUTH ii. 19.)

SOLOMON'S ships went to Tarshish, bringing apes anel peacocks
(2 Chron. ix. 21). Many a foolish creature, aping true religion, and
many a peacock, walking in pride and fine feathers, are still brought
from "afar off" to our King, for "such were some of you." These
ships brought ivory too (margin, "elephants' teeth "). I suppose that
refers to the" nuts of the garden" (Solomon's Song vi. 11), which require
very strong teeth to crack. Some of those "fruits of the valley" are
often so difficult for the King's children to get at the kernel. Some
cannot feed upon or masticate those difficult portions without the aiel
of stronger teeth. Has any gleaner seen further into what this" ivory"
sets forth 7
Of the algum trees (2 Chron. ix. 11) brought to him, "the king maele
termces to the house of the Lord and to the king's palace" (margin,
" stairs "). Oh, to be tmnsplanted from" a fa?' country," and used of our
King as steps to aiel others to go up to wO?'ship, to enter His house, or
help in His praise! "Upon the harp" (or psaltery of our well-tuned
affections) "will I praise Thee, 0 Goel, my God!"
KING

Leicester'.

MARY.

To be thankful for what we have, and to be hopeful for what we
l1ave not, is the best and happiest way of carrying on merchandise
with the court of heaven. If you are brought at this moment, in the
poverty of your soul, to the foot of the cross, there is everything. in
Gael to say, "Come and welcome." All fulness can never be emptied
by finite wants.

