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... Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 COR. i. 4.

ABLE AND WILLING.
« Shadmch, Meshach, and Abednego, answel'ed and said to the king,
·0 Nebuchadnezzar, we a?'e not careful to answer thee in this matter,
If it be so, our God whom we serve. £s able to deUvel'. us from the
'burning fie?'y furnace, and He will deliv,er us out of, thine hand, 0
.king. But if not, be it known unto thee, 0 king, that we will not
Ge?'ve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou liast set up."DANIEL

iii. 16-18.

IN the history of the three Hebrews, what a precious fulfilment we
have of the promise, "As thy days, so shall thy strength be";
likewise of that gracious declaration of Jesus, "And when they
bring you unto the synagogues, and unto magistrates, 'and powers,
take ye no thought how or what thing ye shall answer, or what
ye shall say: for the Holy Ghost shall teach you in the same hour
what ye ougM to say."

How little, in all human probability, did J oseph, when called
from the prison, imagine that he should stand before Pharaoh, and,
with the most perfect calmness and self-possession, interpret his
dreams, and counsel him how to act, in prospect of the approaching
emergency! In like manner, how little did the stripling David
.suspect what was to follow his being sent by his father J esse to
.see how his brethren fared-that he was to stand before Saul, there
and then to be endowed with the utmost courage and the greatest
possible fearlessness! Equally nnprepared beforehand were the
three Hebrews to confront the wrathful Nebuchadnezzar; but, when
absolutely called to the God-honouring service-for such it was.in each case "the Lord had gone out before them," to "prepare
their hearts," on the one hand, and to pave the way, on the other,
for the rich and blessed display of His wisdom, love, faithfulness,
o.nd power, ratifying and confirming that precious word, "My
.graoe is sufficient for thee; My strength is made perfect in weaknoss."
2 u
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Now, as the Lord the Spirit may enable, we shall consid('r the
history before us in a three-fold point of view-first, the Conduct
of Nebuchadnezzar; secondly, the Courage of the Hebrews; and
thirdly, their blessed Companionship.
In thus seeking to open up this portion of the Word of the
Most High, may there be such a measure of dew, unction, and
power bestowed as shall endear both the Word and its Divine
Author; and to this end, blessed Spirit, do Thou anoint both
writer and reader, that J ehovah, in His Trinity of Persons, Father,
Son, and Holy Ghost, may be glorified, and our souls watered
and refreshed.
Now, our first thought is, the Oonduct of Nebuchaclnezzar.
How varied are the devices with which the great adversary allures
and entraps the human heart! In the fifth chapter of this Book,
we read of King Belshazzar "making a great feast to a thousand
of his' lords, and drank wine before the thousand." Without
.<iloubt hejgave this feast in order to gratify his pride, and make
a display of his greatness and authority. In the sixth chapter
we have, through jealousy, wicked men conspiring against Daniel,
and urging King Darius to make a deCl:ee, that whosoever should
ask any petition of any god or man within thirty days, save of
him, should be cast into the den of lions.
_
In the chapter before us, however, sin is presented in another
form, namely, the setting up of a large image of gold as an
object of worship. Although not distinctly named, we cannot but
think that, through envy of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
. having, at Daniel's suggestion, been appointed to places of .honour,
a secret conspiracy was formed against them. Prpbably this in
some degree influenced Nebuchadnezzar in setting 'up the image.
The promptness of the accusation against the 'three Hebrews
bespeaks a critical watchfulness of their movements. Having set up
the, image, the king." gathered together the princes, the governors,
the captains, the judges, the. treasurers, the counsellors, the sheriffs,
and, all the rulers of the provinces, to come to the dedication of
. the image which he [Nebuchadnezzar the king] had set up."
This' vast and august assembly having thus been summoned
from all parts of the king's dominions, in order to enhance the
display, and possess it with the greater significance and importance,
a herald was commissioned to cry aloud, "To you it is commanded, 0 people, nations, and languages, that at what time ye
hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, dulcimer,
and all kinds of music. ye fall down and worship the golden
image that Nebuchadnezzar the king hath set up: and whoso
fallj:lth not down and worshippeth shall the same hour be cast into
the midst of a burning fiery furnace" (Dan. iii. 4-6).
The reader 'will do well to consider the Conduct of N ebuchadnezzar in regard to the setting up of this image of gold. What
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special' teaching had he had in regard to his dream, as spoken of
in the ,previous chapter! In spite of his threatening to destroy
the magicians, astrologers, and sorcerers, in the event of their
failing to recall his dream and give its interpretation, the
which they' declared there was not a man on earth could do,
Daniel, the avowed servant of the Most High God, brought the
dream to the king's remembrance, and gave the interpretation
thereof. Astounded was Nebuchadnezzar (as well he might be)
at such a display of Omniscience, thus revealed through the
instrumentality of a finite creature; nor (humbling as the act
might be) is it any marvel that, under such circumstances, the
king should fall upon his face and worship. Further, we read,
"The king answered unto Daniel, and said, Of a truth it is, that
your God is a God of gods, and a Lord of kings, and a Revealer
of secrets, seeing thou couldest reveal this secret" (Dan. ii. 47).
But, alas! in spite of all this-such a recognition and such a
declaration of the majesty and the power of the Most High-what
followed? What but the setting up this image of gold, either as
a practical renunciation of the ,aforenamed admission, or the setting,
up Of the image in rivalry of the Almighty.
Now, what are we to learn from this but that, in certain states
and under special influences, there may apparently be deep and
saving con,viction-yea, a turning to God in sincerity and truth?
When, however, the test comes, and the genuinene88 and reality of
the work has to be proved by the subtleties and sophistries of
opposite principles (so-called), previous professions, alas! prove to be
but superficial and pretentious. Ah! what becomes then of all
the seeming sorrow, the bitter regrets, the fair resolutions, and
promises of amendment for the future, in the event, it may be, of
recovery from dangerous sicknesses, escape from threatened calamities, or rescue in, times of impending peril?
Apart from the plain testimony of Scripture, in regard to these
things, who has not seen them verified again and again in actual
life?
Upon the sick and apparently dying bed, or under
extreme pressure from certain trials, afflictions, or bereavements,
who has not heard the lamentation, beheld the grief, and listened
to the pledges of a change of life lJ.nd conduct, if so be the dread
apprehensions were averted? But, a:las! alas! in spite of all 'such
resolutions and promises, what has followed the succour-what
attended the deliverance-but even greater indifference and a more
determined hostility against, God and the things of God?
If we would have plain practical proof of the desperate
wickedness of the human heart, and the positive inefficiency of
mere judgments or calamities, in and of themselves, producing
truo penitential sorrow and real Gospel obedience, we have merely
to consider the conduct of N oah, so immediately after the
destruction of the world by the flood. We read, in Genesis ix.
2 u 2
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21, that "he drank of the wine, and was drunken." In the
nineteenth chapter of the same Book, and that so soon after
his marvellous escape from the destruction of the cities of the
plain, we read of deadly sin upon the part of Lot. At the very
foot of the mount where "the sight of the glory of God was
like devouring fire in the eyes of the children of Israel," and in
connection with which Moses himself said, "I exceedingly fear
and quake," the children of Israel said to Aaron, the high priest,
" Up, make us gods which shall go before us; for as for this
Moses [mark the contemptuous terms in which they spake], the
man that brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we know not
what has become of him." Again, at the so awful death of Korah
and his company, when "all Israel that were round about them
fled at the cry of them; for they said, Lest the earth swallow us
up also," we read, notwithstanding, that "on the morrow, all
the congregation of the children of Israel murmured against Moses
and against Aaron, saying, Ye have killed the people of the
Lord."
What stronger proof and evidence, we would ask, can there be
of the desperate wickedness of the human heart? How capable of
the commission of all and everything that is evil, if placed in
<lircumstances of temptation, and left to its own inherent vileness
and depravity!
Sure we are that the more striking and solemn the judgments;
the more severe and painful the discipline; the more definite and
'determined the resolutions and the promises of amendment, under
the more immediate pressure of trial, afHiction, or calamity, unless
,divine grace and Almighty power interpose, the wider the afterdeparture, the more flagrant the rebellion, and the greater the
hate against the very existence, authority, and rule of J ehovah.
Oh, how painfully true is all this; and how marked was the
-conduct of Nebuchadnezzar in this respect! As already stated,
the setting up the image of gold, and the threatened destruction
·'Of those who failed to fall down and worship it, were in direct
antagonism to the Most High! What could more clearly
bespeak this than the king's blasphemous challenge, "And who
is that God that shall deliver you out of my hands?"
Ah! reader, we would pause here, in order to congratulate you,
if the Lord, in the tenderness of His mercy and in the bowels of
His compassion, has been pleased to lead you in an opposite
direction, and to teach and instruct you in a very different line
of things. What, if He has seen fit mercifully to "bring down
your heart with labour"? What, if He has given you to see and
acknowledge the vanity of all earthly things? What, if He has correspondingly given you a taste-a relish-an appetite-for spiritual
and eternal verities? What, if you can really, as before a heartsearching,' rein-trying God, exclaim, "Whom have I in heaven
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but Thee?· and there is none upon earth I desire in comparison
with Thee. My flesh and my heart faileth; but God is the
strength of my heart and my portion for ever"? Oh" how vast
the mercy-how great the gift-how boundless the grace-if so be
this is your condition, reader, and these your experiences! What,
what, what can compare therewith? What is position, what wealth,
what name or fame, as contrasted with heirship to durable riches
and righteousness? Well might the poet exclaim" This world's a farce, an empty show,
But the bright world to which I go
Hath joys substantial and sincere;
When shall I wake and find me there 1"

But we pass on to our second point, which is, to contemplate
the Omwage of the three Hebrews.

Now, upon the same principle that the heart of the stripling
David was affected, and a wholesome zeal stirred up by the proud
challenge of the armies of Israel, on the part of the selfconfident giant of Gath, so in like manner we believe that a
similar feeling took immediate possession of Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego, when tIley heard the blasphemous exclamation
upon the part of N ebuchadnezzar, "And who is that God that
shall deliver you out of my hands? "
Thus it is that the Lord overrules the varied positions and
trying circumstances in which His dear servants are from timo to
time placed. It is when His character or His dealings are assailed
or called in question, that a holy boldness, a divine steadfastness, an
utter indifference as to personal interests or security, take possession
of the heart and soul of the threatened and oppressed. It is the
Lord that thus strengthens and emboldens. Their love and their
zeal for their great and gracious Lord and ¥aster, and His kingdom and cause, rise superior to all else. Their position-yea, their
very lives-are as nothing-of no consequence or value whatever
-as contrasted with the honour-the dignity-all that is due to
J ehovab, as the supreme Ruler, Governor, Disposer of all things.
Hence the very hatred and inveteracy of the opposers of God and
truth are made, by the Lord Himself, to minister to the strengthening and fortifying His servants. The mere assailment of themselves, or hostility to their own persons or doings, would bear no
comparison, in its emboldening influence, to what the opposition
to the Lord Himself and His rule and government produces.
Hence the proof of the reality and genuineness of the love which
He Himself has implanted in the hearts of His people, and hence,
in due course, His recognition and approval of their interest in
ilis cause, and vindication of His character and dealings.
What a marvellous reply was that given to the king_Cl 0
N ebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to answer thee in this matter.
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Mark the contrast. The king, "in his rage and fury," had commanded to bring Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego into his
presence. In his pride and arrogancy, and seeing the universal
and unexceptional way in which his mandate had been obeyed, it
would seem as if he questioned even the possibility of noncompliance or resistance upon the part of these men. Therefore
he s-pake, and said, "Is it true, 0 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, do not ye serve my gods, nor worship the golden image
which I have set up?" Then he adds, as if to give them an
opportunity to relent, and afford them another chance of escape,
" Now, if ye be ready that at what time ye hear the sound of
the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer, and all
kinds of music, ye fall down and worship the image which I
have made; well: but if ye worship not, ye shall be cast the same
hour into the midst of a burning fiery furnace; and who is that
God that shall deliver you out of my hands?" (Dan. iii. 15.)
Reader, mark the time and the terms-" the same hour!" Ah!
this, at first sight, might seem to intensify the threat and augment
the peril. But no; there was mercy in it. Without doubt, in
regard to the martyrs that suffered during bloody Queen Mary's
reign, and at other times, it was the delay-the putting off from
time to time-of the impending doom that added in no small
degree to the pain and anguish of the position. Had such suspense
been dispensed with, by the immediate removal from the mock
tribunal, with all its accursed hostility to God and truth, to the
scaffold or the stake, the ordeal would not have been nearly so
trying as when the excitement of the pretended judicial inquiry
had subsided, and, in the silence and solitude of the prison cell, the
accused and imperilled one was left for a season to parley with
his own poor fallen flesh and blood-its weakness, its frailty,
its recoiling from suffering-and all this coupled with the pleas and
arguments suggested by the varied claims of near and dear human
ties and creature associations.
Here, too, in the interim and during the delay, there was
the opportunity for the enemy to intimate, and poor fallen
humanity to fall in with, the prudence and propriety which
would suggest a compromise. Would it not be desirable and
expedient to meet the case? Might not life be spared, and
manifold opportunities afforded thereby for future usefulness? Does
not the great Searcher of hearts look at motives and recognise
purpose and intention ? Would He not, therefore, in His pitifulness and compassion, under the circumstances, fail to visit with
:lispleasure-much less wrath or indignation-compliance with
matters, or yielding to demands, over which the oppressed or
threatened one had no control? How subtle all such reasoning!
At the same time, how tempting to weak and cewardly human
nature! Who can render poor puny man proof against such
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crafty reasonings and treacherous suggestions but the Lord
Himself?
Now, the fact of the declaration that "the same hour" the
threat should be put into execution,· in the event of noncompliance, would afford no opportunity for such· test and temptation as that at which we have just hinted. Hence there was mercy
-and great mercy too-ill the brief time allowed for consideration,
and during which the holy flame of love and zeal and devotedness
was permitted to burn in all its warmth and blessedness and power,
proving thereby the divine all-sufficiency fOJ: all times and seasons
of difficulty and danger.
Difficult as it may appear to realize this. upon the part of
many of the timid and trembling of the dear children of God, a
little consideration may serve to place matters in a very different
and much more hopeful light. How have such timid and trembling ones felt when, it may be, they have heard their precious Lord
and Master defamed, or His wisdom and love, goodness and faithfulness, called in question? Possibly at the very moment they
have personally been suffering under trial or afHiction, and had
quite enough to do in recognising and acknowledging such visitation
to be of the Lord. Their faith perhaps, at the moment, could
scarcely exclaim, "I know, 0 Lord, that Thy judgments are right,
and that in faithfulness Thou hast affiicted me." Probably, at such
a juncture, and under these very circumstances, they have been
brought into contact with a sceptic, or infidel, or one who scoffed
at and ridiculed divine things, and altogether ignored all such.
What has been the immediate effect upon the sin-burdened and
Satan-harassed soul? What but a holy indignation, a righteous
anger, and a readiness, the Lord being the Helper, to undergo any
privation, submit to any loss, bear any infliction, submit to
the ordeal of death itself, rather than that great and glorious name
should be dishonoured. or His just and righteous rule and
authority called in question.
Ask the servants of God-the ministers of Christ-how they
feel when, under the teaching and power of the Holy Ghost, they
are giving utterance to the truths they have tasted and handled
and felt ? Under His holy anointing they testify of His love,
His grace, His mercy, His power, His all-sufficiency, His
divine faithfulness. Presume their testimony to be disputed.
Imagine thflm to be threatened with imprisonment, or death itself,
if such course were persevered in. Think you that, under the
immediate and present influence of that divine power and holy
anointing through and by which they were enabled to speak, they
would recoil-much less recall their statements-at such threats?
Nay; a thousand times nay! The rather they would prefer there
and then to seal their testimony with their blood, if need be.
If there were no alternative, most readily would they step out of
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the pulpit, or off the platform, into the flood or the fire, there to.
ratify the great and glorious facf that "His grace is sufficient,.
and His strength is made perfect in weakness."
Now, mark, dear reader, what we have stated-that out of the'
pulpit, or off the platform, the Lord's dear servants would be'
quite willing and happy to step into fire or flood, so that, if
need be, they might seal their testimony with their blood•.
Observe, we did not say such readiness continued with them iw
the vestry or the home! Oh, no! It was at the moment when
speaking for and of their Lord, when His presence and power were·
at the moment and under the circumstances realized. When, however, such message was delivered, and His presence and power
were withdrawn, then they became weak (Samson-like) as other men..
Only too painfully do such servants of the Most High understand:
the meaning of that Scripture, "And the Lord went His way, as.
soon as He had left communing with Abraham; and Abraham
returned unto his place"; and that place, by contrast with the·
previously so privileged position, is found to be dark, drear, dis-mal indeed. The bride in the Oanticles well knew this state of
things where she exclaims-" I opened to my Beloved; but my
Beloved had withdrawn Himself, and was gone: my soul failed:
when He spake: I sought Him, but I could not find Him; :r
called Him, but He gave me no answer" (Solomon's Song v. 6) ;
or poor Mary, when she said, "They have taken away my Lord,.
and I know not where they have laid Him."
Ah! reader, we know what we are thus recording, and that~
blessed be God, by happy and heartfelt experience, when,.
under repeated threats that our life should be taken, we have stood
in the pulpit as unmoved as possible, not knowing but what at
any moment the assassin's bullet might lay us low. Yea, so farfrom fearing or shrinking, we have intensely desired that ourcourse might thus be closed, and that we might have the rich
privilege of sealing our testimony with our blood.
We are quite aware that such a statement may, under ordinary
circumstances, appear extravagant; but not so when in very deed'
brought into positions wherein to prove divine faithfulness and allsufficiency.
Hence we can perfectly understand, even upon personal grounds,
how it was that the three Hebrews could say, "0 Nebuchadnezzar,.
we are not careful to answer thee in this matter. If it be so,.
our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning;
fiery furnace, and He will deliver us out of thine hand, 0 king.
But if not, be it known unto thee, 0 king, that we will not serve
thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up"
(Dan. iii. 16-18).
One thought more, dear reader, before we proceed to our third:
and last point, which is, to remind you of another phase of the
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desperate wickedness and defilement of the human heart. It
would be but natural to suppose that, after such a display of'
courage and fearlessness upon the part of these men, with death,.
so sudden and so terrible, staring them in the face, the king would
have been so moved as . at least mentally to inquire by what
invisible influence and power they were thus actu.ated. But no ;:
just upon the principle that, if not sanctified, the severer the
visitation, the more stubborn the resistance, so, in like manner,
the more marked of God the position, the greater the hostility of
the creature.
We come now to our third point, namely, the Oompanionship of
Shaclrach, Meshach, ancl Abeclnego. After they had "fallen down
bound into the midst of the burning fiery furnace, then N ebuchadnezzar the king was astonied, and rose up in haste, and spake,
and said unto his counsellors, Did not we cast three men bound
into the midst of the fire? They answered and said unto the
king, True, 0 king. He answered and said, Lo, I see four men·
loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and they have no hurt;
and the form of the fourth is like the Son of God" (Dan. iii.
23-25).
"The form of the fourth is like the Son of God." How did'
Nebuchadnezzar know Him? Ah! that is a mighty question
indeed, and well may such statement be coupled with Revelation
i. 7-" Behold, He cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see
Him, and they also which pierced Him: and all kindreds of the
earth shall wail because of Him. Even so, Amen." There was'
no question upon the part of N ebuchadnezzar as to who that great
and glorious Personage was, and that, too, even before His in-·
carnation, and while as yet all and everything as connected with·
His assumption of humanity and His great and glorious work of
redemption was in reserve. He knew Him, and why? Because of
the distinctiveness of His appearance, and by the light of' revelation to his heart and conscience. If, therefore, in that early day
and under thosfl circumstances, N ebuchadnezzar knew and acknowledged J esns as the Son of God, how certain, to all intents and
purposes, by-and-by, will be the recognition and the acknowledgment, when all that had been foretold of Him had in very deed
come to pass! Alas! alas! how many, in that day. and under
those circumstances, will "say to the mountains and rooks, Fall onus, and hide us from the faoe of Him that sitteth on the throne,
and from the wrath of the Lamb: for the great day of His wrathis oome, and who shall be able to stand?" (Rev. vi. 16, 17.)
Is not the self-same lesson taught in regard to the exolamation
upon the part of' the unolean spirit of whom we read (Mark i.24),
who "cried out, saying, Let us alone; what have we to do with
Thee, Thou Jesus of Nazareth? Art Thou come to destroy us? I.
know Thee who Thou art, the Holy One of God"? "I know Thee-
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who Thou art, the Holy One of God." Let not the lowly and (so
to speak) unpretending appearance of Jesus,. at this time, be overlooked. What, then, will be the recognition and what the confession, when He returns to judgment in all His authority and
Kingly power? Oh, what a recognition then, and that upon the
part of His enemies, "who would not that He should reign over
them" !
But oh, the favoured-the highly-privileged-Oompanionship of the
three Hebrews! How abundantly recompensed for their ardour,
their love, their devotedness! Jesus with them in the furnace,
heated though it was seven times more than it was wont to be
heated. Of what avail that?
"Who can injure you,
Ye hedged about with God?"

Ah! it is in the fire and in the flood Jesus draweth nigh.
It is then and. there He reveals Himself. He maketh His power
known. He walks and talks with His tried, His tempted, His
sin-burdened, His Satan-harassed ones. He supports and. He
sustains. He smiles and. He cheers. He loosens their bonds,
breaks their fetters, and so tenderly and lovingly says, "It 'is I: be
not afraid!" And how can they fear when their adored and
adorable Lord and Master-their Friend-their Brother-the
Heavenly Bridegroom-is with, them; and so with them as to
completely divert them from all their surroundings, whatever
those surroundings might be? Christ, under such circumstances, is
most emphatically the All in all; and hence His presence, His
power, Eis Person, have the most entire, all-absorbing, all-engrossing influence. There is no room for aught beside. What
else could Peter, or J ames, or John think-much less speak-of,
upon the mount of transfiguration? But they, mark, were mere
observers-only lookers-on-and yet could not, even in such circumstances, forbear stating, "Lord, it is good for us to be here."
In the case, however, of the three Hebrews, they were not
observers, or lookers-on merely, but partakers-in sweetest, closest,
most endearing fellowship and communion. They were walking
and talking with Jesus, and, moreover, it was such walking and
talking as far surpassed all they had ever before or after
experienced in the time-state. In a sense, we had nearly said, it
exceeds and surpasses what they even now experience in the realms
of bliss and blessedness, because, they were then experiencing and
enjoying the power, the love, the tenderness of Jesus, as the
sympathizing High Priest, in the fire, and with all the materials
for suffering and death, in the most pitiable and distressing form,
round and about them. It was a pj'esent peril and a present
power.
It was proving there and then what the love-what
the compassion-what the all-sufficiency-in the depths, in the
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danger, in the extremest of perils. Now, as far as these depths,
danger, and peril are concerned, it is all of the past-by no
means of the present. Hence the gratitude and the love and the
joy are stimulated by the recollection and remembrance, not the
present personal realization, although we would by no means undervalue that remembrance. ,Oh, no; it will be unspeakably-yea,
inconceivably blessed-and all redound to the praise of the glory
of His grace. '
Well, dear reader, and, to a certain extent at least, does not
the same idea hold good now, as to wilderness trials and
wilderness warfare? Is He not, blessed be His name, fufilling
His word now in a way in which it will not be required to be
fulfilled by-and-by? Here it is-" When thou passest through
the waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall
not overflow thee: when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt
not be burned, neither shall the flame kindle upon thee."
But here we must for the present leave the subject. We hope
to take it up in our next.
THE EDITOR.
WONDROUS LOVE.
"Hereby perceive we the love of God, because He laid down His life f01'
us."-1 JOHN Hi. 16.
My Saviour, oh, what love was Thine! The blood of Christ was shed for me ;
Oh, wondrous love!
Oh, wondrous love!
Joining the human and divine
From all my guilt to set me free;
In wondrous love :
Oh, wondrous love!
It brought Thee from Thy glory throne, Oh, may my daily actions show
To make poor sinful souls Thine own- That I in grace desire to grow,
For all their vileness to, atoneThat I may yet more fully know
Thy wondrous love!
His wondrous love!
This love was not be'stowed on friends;' ']'hen, when at last He calls me home;
Oh, wondrous love!
This wondrous love! '
But from His throne our God descends j To stand before th' eternal throne;
Oh, wondrous love!
Oh, wondrous love!
Then shall the heavenly arches ring,
To live a life of toil and pain,
While ransomed souls in union sing
To be reviled, and ne:er complain,
The praises of their glorious KingThat rebels might be "born again" !
His wondrous love !
Oh, wondrolif, love!
H. ADAMS.
Islington.

AN evil heart, an evil temper, and the many crosses we meet with
in passing through an evil world, will cut us out trouble; but the
Lord has provided a balm for every wound, a cordial for every care.
The fruit of all is, to take away sin, and the end of all will be eternal
life in glory. Think of these words, put them in the ,balance of the
sanctuary, and then throw all your trials into the opposite scale, and
,you will find there is no proportion between them. Say then, "Though
J Lo slay me, I will trust in Him; for, when He has fully tried me, I
Rll!~n come forth as gold."-.Newton.
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HOW TO LIVE AND HOW TO DIE.

"I beseech you therefore, breth1'en, by the mercies of God, that ye present
YOU1' bodies CL living sacrifice, holy, acceptable 1mto God, which is your
reasonable service."-RoMANS xii. 1.
HAVING received a message from a kindred spirit in the county of
Wilts, to explain the above passage, I have much pleasure in doing sa,
for it always delights me to be helpful to a fellow-pilgrim on his or her
way to Zion. The subject is a most important one, and needs much
thought, and will embody a reply to the momentous question we
have suggested, "How to live and how to die."
May the Lord
the Spirit direct us to writ.e words of wisdom and truth.
Let us repeat the passage-" I beseech you therefore, brethren, by
the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy,
acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service." A glance at
the context will show us that the Apostle Paul has been setting forth
important doctrines, such, for instance, as predestination, election,.
justification, &c" and he now comes to the practical view of religion
in the life and conduct of those who have grasped by a living faith
the doctrines as living realities. They are to remember that their
bodies, as well as their souls, are the Lord's-that, while the members
of a man's body, one who is yet in his sins, are members of unrighteousness, a man who is "under grace," and not under sin, the members
of his body are to be employed in the service of his God, and he is
to "present his body a living sacrifice, holy, and acceptable unto God."
Not that the Christian can pretend to anything like creature holiness.
He cannot. His own heart will condemn him if he attempts it, and
he will feel the impossibility of his fleshly life qecoming anything like
"a living sacrifice." What, then, does it mean-" I beseech you,
brethen, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy," &c. 1
Perhaps, to be clear in the inquiry, it will be the best plan to teU
first what it does not mean. The body a "living sacrifice" does not
mean atonement. The divine appointment of the great Sacrifice for sim.
is alone the work of our precious R€.deemer, and sin alone is put away
by our Surety's blood. Nor does it mean lifeless performances and dead
works of such as are destitute of faith in Christ. I often think, "What
must the Lord of glory say to the Christ-dishonouring displays of the
present day 1" Nor does it mean macerating the body by torture anif
fastings, after the fashion of the deluded devotees of a false religion.
God does not require this of us, any more than He does the shutting
one's self up in buildings apart from the world. It is in tho world
the service we are to notice is to be rendered.
Then, again, the presenting the body a "living sacrifice" unto God
does not mean. dutyjaith, and is not, "Do this, that, and the other,
and you shall ensure salvation." If our eternal happiness depended
upon this, I am perfectly certain we should never attain to it. No;
the things we shall presently refer to are not matters that tor,cn
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salvation, but only tend· towarrls our present comfort and edification.
It is just as the angel charged Joshua. If you are found in the courts
l;)f the Lord, walking in His ways, your borders will become enlarged.
There will be spiritual progress. The salvation has already been
declared as a matter of divine sovereignty. The brand is plucked
from the burning by the divine grasp. Now let it be seen and known
by the walk that you are a saved man. Walk worthily of the high
vocation you are called unto in Ohrist.
And now, having considered briefly what it does not mean, let us,
looking for divine teaching, meet the inquiry what it does mean-" I
beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your
reasonable service." Nor does the Apostle leave us in the dark as to the
intention of such an injunction, for, in a somewhat systematical form, he
tells us how it is to be done, and that not of ourselves, for again and yet
again he says, "through the grace given unto· you" " and by such grace we
are to employ the gifts granted, and fill up the offices in Ohrist, which is
His body, walking in the ways of truth, and holding the faith in unity
of spirit, in the bond of peace, and in righteousness of life; for do
notice, at the onset, that this Epistle is not addressed to all the world,
"I beseech you
·nor the injunctions before us to ungodly persons.
therefore, brethren," says the Apostle. U nsanctified and unregenerated
persons are not" brethren." They cannot possibly present their bodies
"living sacrifices" who are dead in sin. No; it is only those who
are "alive to God" who ate enjoined to do so-those who are described
lower down in the chapter as "living members of the body of Ohrist."
And now to our point. We have said, the Apostle gives us in
systematical form the way in which we can "present our bodies a
living sacrifice unto God." But it will be impossible, in the limits of
our article, to do more than dwell upon some of his points, leaving
the reader in meditation to fill up that which remains.
Notice, then, dear brethren and sisters in Ohrist, with us that, if
we would "present our bodies a living sacrifice" unto God, there must
be non-conformity to the world-" Be not conformed to this world; but
be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove
what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect will of God." And yet,
in the face of this injunction, conformity to the world is a crying sin
of the great bulk of professors of the day; and even the children of
God are far too apt to become mingled with the heathen, and to learn
their works. But, depend upon it, if a Ohristian family are tempted
by worldly prosperity, it may be, into worldly propensities, they will,
sooner or later, have to smart for it. "Ye cannot serve God and
mammon."
Some are disturbed in their minds as to what they mayor may
not do in connection with worldly courses. Here is the test. Is it
"presenting the body a living sacrifice to God" ~ Oan you ask His
,blessing upon it ~ If not, let it alone. "Oh, it is so harmless!" is
the frequent utterance. Can you go to God with that pretence ~ If
not, it is but the devil's soother to quiet the conscience. "Oome out
of the world and be ye separate."
There should be a marked and
sanctified distinction between the followers of Christ and the world.
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And then notice the expression, "Be ye tmnsjormecl by the renewing
of your mind." That word, if it means anything, means, Be the very
reverse of what you once were, and that at the risk of being despised by
the world, which a Christian is sure to be, if he makes a stand against
worldly frivolities.We must expect the reproach of peculiarity to
be thrown at us, if we are among God's peculiar people. Rather should
we glory in this, as a proof of our standing and character. Depend
npon it, we cannot touch fire without burning our fingers. We cannot
dabble in mud without soiling our clothes. No; grace must make a
holy distinction, and produce a transformation of desires and joys.
And do not overlook the fact that this stand and separation give
proof that we are instructed in the mysteries of the kingdom; for we
prove thereby "that good, and acceptable, and perfect will of God."
Those, then, that are thus led into non-conformity to the world are
immense gainers, for what are the pleasures and vanities of this world
compared to drinking into the "perfect will of God" 1 May He keep
us so doing! ,I know such a course will cause us to live much alone.
So be it. This was the Master's pathway. May we be kept more
faithfully and fully in His footsteps.
Another thing the Apostle tells us as going towards "presenting the
body a living sacrifice unto God" is, the exercise of the grace of humility"For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that 'is
among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to
think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every
man the measure of faith." Mark," think sobm·ly." What a check-string
is here! When pride creeps in, and we are apt to think ourselves
great, "think soberly." Remember that you are what you are and where
you are by I the grace of God, and that, if you have a greater measure
of faith than your fellow, it is of the Lord's dealing. He can take it
away in a moment, 'and everything else you are possessed of; and He
will, if there is a needs-be, and bring you down from your pinnacle of
self-esteem.
And this lowliness should be manifested on the ground of our membership of Christ's body-Cl For as we have many members in one body,
and all members have not the same office, so we, being many, are one
body in Christ, and everyone members one of another." We have,
therefore, different offices to fill, in mutual reference to each other's
welfare, and to the glory, of our covenant Head. Should not, then;
every Christian strive to get at the' Lord's will concerning the station
which God hath appointed him, fulfilling the same in proportion to
the measure of faith· given 1 Or, on the other hand, if his or her
station is more in the private walks in life, there can yet be the
ministering to others, and th~ honouring Christ, and that without
ostentation, but in lowliness of mind. Such a course tends also to the
presentation of the body a "living sacrifice" unto the Lord.
Another matter the Apostle draws attention to is, the use of (Iijts"Having then gifts differing' according to the grace that is given to
us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy,according to the proportion of
faith." Especially careful should we be in this matter, for many get
crotchets into their heads, and then go to the Bible to clothe them,
advancing the same with dogmatic assurance. No; the only safe
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prophecies are those to which can be attached a "Thus saith the Lord,"
not a "Thus saith the man."
Then another gift is that of the ministry-" Or ministry, let us wait
on our ministering." Alas! there are not a few who take upon themselves the office, but have neither the gift nor the grace! And, to
my mind, the faithful get fewer year by year. The Lord seems gathering home His true servants and witnesses-a sign of the times which
tells of His near coming. However, the ministry of the Gospel will, as
long as this world lasts, be the power which, by the Spirit, shall gather
the Lord's own into His Church.
But what is meant by "let us wait on our ministering" ~ Surely it
means, Let it be carried out with humility, carefulness, and diligence.
My own feeling is, that the office is so important and momentous
that there ought to be much thought and prayer before one attempts
to face the people.
Other gifts follow-teaching, exhortation, &c. The writer, if he
may be permitted to speak for a moment of himself, is much comforted by the fact that for something like forty years, without being
in the ministry, he has gone wherever the Lord has op~ned a door
and cleared the way. The result is, he has testified of a precious
Christ in hundreds of places and positions, taking no money for his
labour, save in a few rare cases. The same with writing. My pen has
never brought me in a penny. Not that we would disparage for a
moment those who are in the ministry. They ought to live, by it, but
in far too many cases it is poor living indeed. 'Far less is received
than we give our artisans, or even labourers. This is contrary to the
teaching of the portion before us.
And then other gifts follow, so that, while ministers are to "wait
upon their ministering," feeding the flock committed to their care, and
watching for souls as those that must give an account to God, teachers
are to impart the instruction for which God has qualified them in
their distinct spheres. Evangelists are to exhort where the Lord operis
a door, though they have no specific pastoral charge.
'Arid then another thing enjoined towards presenting our bodies a
"living sacrifice" to the Lord is, "Not slothful in business>, fervent in
sPirit>, serving the Lord." Mark this last expression, "serving the Lord,"
for it is the pith of the advice. Many from the pulpit urge this as
that 1Ve should be diligent in our worldly calling. I do not think that
this is the Apostle's intention. Our Lord said, "Wist ye not that I
must be about My Father's business?" He meant, the carrying out of
His Father's will in the redemption of His people.
And I would ask, Is not our business, as "brethren," to serve the
Lord in the way of the use of the gifts and graces referred to ~ If
the particular gift be that of preaching the Word of God, that is our
'business, and we are to be diligent in its exercise, in proportion as it
pleases the Lord to enlighten our souls. So also should we be diligent
in connection with the house and worship of God. "Whatsoever thy
handfindeth to do, do it with all thy might," and with fervency ,Of
spirit. So also it includes diligence in whatsoever tends to our spiritual
progress-be. in it watchful and earnest. This I believe to be the
meaning of this' injunction, "Not slothful in business; .fervent in
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"Spirit; serving the Lord." Besides which, I am sure, with regard to
our worldly business, in the present age of worry and fastness, it
.absorbs by far too much of our time and attention, and we have more
.need of warning to curb, than incitement to spur, respecting it. Day
.after day passes, and the Christian's lamentation is, ''.Oh, how little of
Christ! How little of my Bible! How little of prayer to my Goel!"
May the Lord, then, give us grace, in the higher sense we have
.referred to, to be diligent in the Master's business, whose service is
perfect freedom; and may it be our increased delight to spread His
name and fame.
And then the Apostle speaks of a very precious trio-hope, patience,
.and pmyer-" Rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation; continuing
.instant in prayer." And. here I cannot help saying, What a very
,blessed portion for our dear friend who has been the cause of our
tracings at this time-and not merely for her, in her important charge,
but for the esteemed sufferer herself! Now is the time, dear friend,
to become the "living sacrifice" we are enlarging upon, and that, too,
.in hope, patience, and prayer. Sweet, sweet hope! What should we
be without it 1 A good hope through grace-what a divine source of
-consolation! Perhaps to rejoice in it is difficult. We may possess it,
.and stay ourselves upon it; but to rejoice in it seems beyond us. And
'yet the Lord does sometimes grant us this privilege. And then" patient
in tribulation," feeling satisfied that the Lord is not unkind in His
·discipline, but that all is for the best. The Apostle elsewhere couples
.the two graces, and calls it "the patience of hope in our Lord Jesus
Christ, in the sight of God the Father.". And then the exercise of
prayer! Oh, how blessed to know that the throne of grace is ever
·open for the tried suppliant, and that our God is the Hearer and
.Answerer of prayer! Dear friends, remember in your anxiety these
very blessed points, hope, patience, and prayer.
And then another thing we are told goes towards the presentation
.of the body a "living sacrifice" is, human sympathy for the needy"Distributing. to the necessity of saints," &c., and" weeping with them
that weep." Human sympathy forhumall suffering. Oh, is it not
appalling, .the amount of bodily suffering one meets with even. close at
home-the case upon case of a trying character 1 And, with it all,
.some are as dead as stones to spiritual things. You may talk upon
.such things, but there is no response-cold indeed; no grace-and all
the suffering does not awaken to a sense of the solemnity of death and
-eternity. But, where the suffering is sanctified, how different to rejoice
with them who, in the midst of adverse circumstances, can yet rejoice,
.and to "weep with them that weep" J
But our passage speaks of " distribution." We may not be stewards
of wealth, but yet, in a little way and in simplicity, we are to "bear
one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ," which law is
the law of love, sympathy, and kindness. The Scriptures say, "It is
,more blessed to give than to receive"; and our Lord said, by way of
.expostulation, to those who had indignation within themselves because
the woman with the alabaster box of ointment broke it, and poured it
.(In His head, "She hath done what she could."
This reminds me of a poor widow who, in her sixty-ninth ye3r, was
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found of Christ. The house of God became her delight and resort,
and she was often found to drop a gift into the plate, although her
income was only two shillings and sixpence per week. A fall in her
seventy-second year prevented her ever coming out again. A little boy
was seen to drop something into the box. When he was asked what
it was, he replied, "It is Mrs, W--'s penny." He was told to take
it back to her, and to say that her good intentions were highly prized,
but that friends could not let her reduce her small means by such a
gift, especially as she could no longer come out to worship. She
replied, "Boy, why did you let them see it 7 Take it again, and put
it into the box on the sly, when no one sees you." Then, weeping,
she said, "What! am I not to be allowed to help in the work of God
any more because I can't get out 7"
Well, then, we are to look around us, and see what we can do to
help the needy, and to extend the friendly hand to the suffering and
sorrowful. "Pure religion and undefiled before God" is not to isolate
one's self in selfish separation, but it is to visit the widow, the fatherless,
and the friendless. In this way we shall be following in the Master's
footsteps.
And then, peaceful living is enjoined-" If it be possible, as much as
lieth in you, live peaceably with all men." I think the Apostle's
modification here shows a keen sense of the difficulty of the case
sometimes. He says, "If it be possible," for really one meets with
some touchy, captious people with whom it is very difficult to maintain 'peace. Ah! and this, too, alllong the children of God. However,
the exercise of patient gentleness is enjoined, and will in the end work
well.
And so we might go on, for indeed the remainder of the Epistle
is wholly taken up with directions and exhortations to the same end.
But we lllUSt not pass over this presentation of the body unto the
Lord, as described to be our "reasonable service." There is nothing
contrary to reason in such consecration; but, apart from this, if the
Lord has saved us with an everlasting salvation-if He has given us
the Spirit of God from on high, and taught us divine things-what
more reasonable than that we should tell it out, and that our lives should
accord with such a glorious and high calling 7 Our stand should be
spiritual, and our walk spiritual too, exhibiting the likeness, spirit, and
mind of Christ "in all holy conversation and godliness," so as to be
visibly" known and read of all men" as the members of His mystical
body, separated from the world, and consecrated to God.
And then, mark that this "reasonable service," carried out by "the
grace given," is on the ground of mercy received-" I beseech you,
brethren, by the mercies of God," &c. Oh, what a precious incentive!
The Lord having, in His abundant mercy, manifested Himself to you,
and chosen you in Christ from all eternity, shall it not be your desire
to present in return your bodies a " living sacrifice" unto Him 7 Yes,
this will be the desire. The Christian will be anxious, as we have
seen, to stand out against the doings and vanities of this world-to be
the very reverse of what he was in his ungodly state. He will crave
the exercise of the grace of humility, thinking soberly of himself, and
walking in lowliness of mind. He will use the gifts it p1ell.ses the
2 X
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Lord to grant him, testifying of Christ according to the measure of
faith granted him; and it will be the business of his life so to do.
He will stay his soul upon his God, in hope, patience, and prayer.
He will be anxious to manifest human sympathy where there is human
suffering, and, as far as possible, to "live peaceably with all men."
In this way his life will correspond with his profession-ah 1 and
possession too, for never would we be unmindful that, in his own
strength, he cannot do anything acceptable to God; but by the grace
given, and the measure of faith granted, on the ground of mercies
received, he will "present his body a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable
unto God, which is his reasonable service."
What a blow such a line of things is to the taunt that, if you know
you are saved, you can just live as you list-throw the reins on the
neck of the wild steed of human nature, and let it plunge wherever it
likes! Far, far from it! We are to "present our bodies a living
sacrifice unto God." It is true the child of God will live as he lists,
but that living will be in the ways of the Lord, which will become
his delight; for the Lord has shown us the emptiness of this world
and its pleasures, and led us to higher and more substantial joys. And
I am satisfied that, when the heart is truly humbled, and a Saviour
unfeignedly loved, there will be the earnest desire to please Him and
glorify His name. I am sure of this from personal observation, that
loose-living professors are chiefly found among persons of a loose creed,
while the children of God, who are fed from the stores of the covenant
of grace, will be circumspect in their lives, testifying by their life,
walk, and conduct that they are on the Lord's side, and thereby putting
to silence the ignorance of foolish men who assert the contrary.
And now, beloved, having enlarged upon how to live, as embodied
in this "living sacrifice," let us think of the remainder of our heading
-how to die. And here the inquiry meets us, Will the presentation
of the body as a "living sacrifice" unto God in the way we have seen,
form any plea for acceptance with God, or at all pave our way to
heaven ~ Most certainly not. I believe it will afford us comfort on a
dying pillow t;hat our life has not been misspent, but that we have
testified of our Lord, according to the measure of faith granted and
the grace given; but beyond this, we shall have no plea other than
that of a poor unworthy sinner, resting on the mercy and work of our
Saviour.
I remember once being called to the bed-side of a dying girl. I say
"dying," for her left side had already become lifeless, but her intellect
was' clear. I tried to point her to Jesus as the only Refuge, especially
at such a time as hers, when she said, "But the minister who visits
me tells me to call up my past life, my goodness as a Sunday School
teacher, and my exemplary and praiseworthy conduct." A shudder
passed through my frame. It was not a time to express the rising
anger and disgust at such false teaching, but I told her, in earnest and
faithful language, to look entirely away from herself to Jesus. Nothing
else would avail her in this her time of great need Good life and
good actions indeed! Away with them all!
Precious Jesus, when it comes to the dying pillow, I shall have no
other hope but in Thy mercy, favour, and love. Anything done in ~life
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will but be as straws to grasp at, as they float down the tide of time.
I pity indeed those-and they are not a few-who are making such
fatal clutchings. No; my stronghold and yours, dear reader, will be
alone in the finished work of Christ.
Beloved, life is short-death certain. How anxious we should be to
live out a life that shall honour Christ! With some of us it can't be
long. Oh, may that little be marked by grace maturity-the world's
vanities disdained, and Christ become to us nearer and dearer-and
then, when the solemn hour of our departure comes, may it be ours to
pillow one's self in the arms of Jesus, and enter into that "rest which
remaineth for the people of God."
Burton-on-Trent.
G. C.
SONGS OF THE WILLOW; OR, POETICAL PRAYERS FOR
THE WEAK IN FAITH.
PRAYER FOR DIVINE GUIDANCE.

"I will guide thee with Mine eye."-PsALM xxxii. 8.

o

LORD, preserve my wandering feet,
.And make my heart sincere;
Oh, keep me in Thy friendship sweet;
Preserve me in Thy fear!
Oh, save me from my treacherous
heart;
Let it not lead astray;
Nor let me from Thy precepts part,
Thy people, and Thy way!
Whate'er Thy holy Word forbids,
Oh, let my heart resign!
Thus teach me, Jesus, so to live
As shall proclaim Thee mine.

Bl'ighton.

Great Lord, unless preserved by Thee,
Ah! whither shall I roam?
Oh, let Thy grace still strengthen
me,
And safe conduct me home!
Exposed to many snares I fear,
Do Thou my Guide still be;
My feeble breathings deign to hear,
And keep me near to rrhee.
Thus shall I, 'mid life's devious paths,
My onward way pursue
Till, every storm and danger past,
Thy glory bursts to view.

W.

POOLE BALFERN.

A PLEA.
WILL it please Thee, Lord, to ratify and confirm those precious words
which Thou didst speak to me in the night-season 1 Such wag the
relief to my oppressed spirit, and so sweet and peaceful the effects,
that I could but regard the words as a love-message from Thyself. As
Thou knowest, Lord, a song sprang up in my heart in praise and
adoration of Thyself and Thy wondrous dealings. Moreover, so perfectly
Ratisfied was I with the renewed pledge and precious love-token, that
I could but mentally exclaim, "Lord, do as Thou hast said"; "Be it
nnto me according to Thy wprd." I know that Thou doest all things
well, and what I desire is, a watchful, waiting, willing mind, to
watch and wait for the revelation of Thy will, and then for a cheerful
neq llioscence therein. Lord, be pleased to bestow this, I pray Thee, for
Ulil'ist's sake.
D.
2 X :'2
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'iilgrim

'ia~ers,

DEW·DROPS.
" For the Lorel's portion is His people,. Jacob is the lot of His inheritance..
He founel him in a elesert lanel, anel in the waste, howling wilderness / He
led him ab01tt, He instructeel him, He kept him as the apple of His eye."DEUTERONOMY xxxii. 9, 10.
"THE Lord's portion" is a people-yea, His people, by right of a purchased possession; and He declares, by His servant Moses, that" J acob·
is the lot of His inheritance." His claims, therefore, upon them are
great and glorious, as we shall see by the opening up of the subject.
"He found him in a desert land, and in the waste, howling wilderness; He led him about, He instructed him, He kept him as the apple'
of His eye."
"He found him!"
Then he must have been lost, in
order to be found. Like the prodigal son, he was wandering afar off
from his Father in a strange country. And although this might be
his position, he was not out of his Father's sight-" For if any of
thine be driven out unto the outmost parts of heaven, from thence will
the Lord thy God gather thee, and from thence will He fetch thee."
Thus His eye was upon him, and where He had placed him, in His
own time and way He found him. It is a desert place indeed, asdescribed by the Prophet Jeremiah-" Where is the Lord, that brought
us up out of the land of Egypt, that led us through the wilderness"
through a land of deserts and of pits, through a land of drought aud
of the shadow of death, through a land that no man passed through~
and where no man dwelt 1"
Why, beloved, such a description at the onset appals us, but the
further along the road we go, the more of a "land of deserts" does.
it becor-Je! Is it that we become more and more discouraged because
of the way, and because, the nearer we reach our Father's home, themore ardently our soul longs for it ~
But, at the same time, this passage has its most comforting wordsto the "pilgrims and strangers" of this wilderness land. Do mark,.
the Lord is first acknowledged as Guide and Deliverer-" The Lord
which brought us up out of the land of Egypt "-and then that little,.
yet most important word, through. It indicates a passing on; a state,
of unrest; uf no settling, nor wishing to settle; and of sure, certain,
and safe passage-" who led us tlwough the wilderness, through a land:
of deserts and of pits, through a land of drought, through a land that;
no man passed through, and where no man elwelt."
Why, all this.
encourages us to press forward, hasten on, only halting as we raise a
fresh Ebenezer-only resting just to gather to-day's manna, or sit fora while under Elim's palms-and then rise, refreshed and renewed,
to pursue our journey again through the desert.
And what does God do with His child in the desert 1 "He led
him about"-not straight on, but ab01tt, to learn His love and trust
His wisdom' in all the mysteries of His will in providence and in
grace. So we are led abont now. It is sometimes very perplexingvery hard to understand-nay, there are leadings we cannot under-
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,stand. There are mysterious paths, crooked pa.ths, rough paths, that
He seems to put us into, out of the way we were treading. But it
lis there we learn some needful lesson. It is in the leading about-in
,the dark and mysterious way-that we are taught to trust Him,
though we cannot trace His love.
Oh, beloved, there are some of these intricate paths and rough places
.into which. He leads us that will remain unexplained until eternity
unfolds all the whys and wherefores of His will. There are others
where, by-and-by, we shall, even here below, be enabled to bless the
Hand and Heart that guided and planned, when He ,shall make the
crooked things straight and the rough places plain before our wonder,ing eyes. But through all it is our mercy, He compasses us about,
.and abideth faithful.
Thus J ehovah looks upon" our shield, and the face of our Anointed,"
.even Jesus, in whom His children have perfect security, sufficiency, and
rest, amidst all that is fleeting, vain, and insecure through which they
,pass.
" He instructed him." And He alone knows what dull scholars we make.
And how needful are the lessons He puts us to learn! What marvelloUfI
-oondescensioll, matchless love, that takes so much pains to fit us for
what He has in store! It may be that He is showing some of His
-children "hard things" now, and they are dull at tracing the hidden
purpose of His grace; or the lesson may be given as a mystery of His
will. Do we want the why and wherefore-all the plan put straight
before our eyes now 7 Oh, beloved, that may not be our lot below. It
may be that not until in our Father's home above we shall' know the
'lI0W hidden purpose of His will concerning us.
But this we know,
.as His children, and instructed of Him, that Infinite Love holds
the thread upon which the issues of our life, great and small, all hang;
.and that, as so many links in the chain of covenant love, power, and
.faithfulness, not one can fail.
" His providence unfolds the book,
And makes His counsels shine;
Each opening leaf and every stroke
Fulfils some deep design."
Yes, He found him "in all his need." Just at the right moment He
·camo and sought, and found His poor wandering sheep. He came to
him unsought. He came in His own free love and distinguishing grace,
bearing the royal message to him, even comfortable words of life and
.power, knowing his further need of them, for in the desert was all that
was waste, howling, dangerous, and distracting to its travellers. We do
,not read of their being removed from it so soon as they are found of
their Shepherd-King. Oh, no! It is a place of preparation, learning,
<lisciplining. "He found him, He led him about "-not straight homenot delivering him from all the evil at once-but giving him instruction
:by the way, preparing him for all the glory He has in store, and
which his finite mind could not grasp but by degrees.
And" He kept hin as the apple of His eye." What could be nearer than
tho apple of the eye 7 But so fearful are these poor timid sheep of losing
.their way, or becoming a prey to some wild beasts of the forest, that
.innumerable promises are left them that they shall be kept safe and un-
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harmed-" I, the Lord, do keep it; lest any hurt it, I will watch it night
and day." "He will keep the feet of His saints." He will keep them
by His power. "Behold, I am" with thee, and will keep thee in all
places whither thou goest, and will bring thee again into this land;
for I will not leave thee until I have done that which I have spoken
to thee of." "Kept by the power of God, through faith, unto salvation."
He will keep them in His mercy. "There is no God like Thee, in
heaven above, or on earth beneath, who keepest covenant and mercy
with Thy bervants." "Those Thou gavest Me,l hl),ve kept." And He.
will keep them for glory. " And I will bring you to Zion " is His word,
which never has been, and never shall be, forfeited.
"Kept as the apple of His eye!" Kept so near and so dear to Him
that heaven's glory is incomplete until the last ransomed one passes over,
to shout "Victory!" to Him who has redeemed him. Kept by power!
Kept in mercy! Kept for glory!
.'
"
Beloved, what more could we have or desire 1 Lord, give us a
song in this the house of our pilgrimage that we m<ty raise to Thee for
such wondrous love, that causes us to exclaim, with the poet, bowed
down under a sense of our utter unworthiness and of Thy great
goodness"Lord, what is man, Thy desperate foe,
That Thou shouldst love and bless him so 1"

R.
APPEAL.
IN spite of the humiliating discovery, day by day, of sins and shortcomings, in thought, and word, and deed-yea, so as to be compelled
honestly to say, "In everything we offend-yea, in many things we
offend all "-yet, at the same time, what a mercy it is to be able to'
exclaim, "Lord, Thou kuowest all things; Thou knowest that I love
Thee." Ah! for one, I know not what I should' do if I could not,
from time to time, make this appeal to the Lorrl. Moreover, I feel it
a mercy, at the same time, to tell the Lord that He has never been
either deceived or disappointe\i, for as He, as the great and omniscient J ehovah, can but see all things beforehand as though they had
really happened, He knew from all eternity all one would, be and
all one would do. Yea, doth not His own Word declare, "I knew
that thou wouldst be called a transgressor from the womb" 1 Hence I
feel it to be a distinguishing mercy-and this I continuously plead before
the Lord-that all His promises were made in the full fore-view
and perfect knowledge of all the vileness and sin and depravity that
would afterwards, as a plain matter of fact, stamp one's character and
conduct. And this I feel to be a strong' argument at the mercy-seat.
It would be derogatory to the great Jehovah, were one for a moment
to entertain any other thought or consideration in regard to His
infinite fore-knowledge, and corresponding preparations for and against
all the sin and defilement with which He would have to deal in His
people. What a mercy that the precious blood of the Lamb slain
from the foundation of the world is an ample antidote for such a state
of things!
D.
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THE PSALMIST'S DANGER AND DEPENDENCE.
A

SERMON PREACHED AT ST. LUKE'S, BEDMINSTER, ON THURSDAY
EVENING, SEPTEMBER 2ND, 1886, BY THE REV. D. A. DOUDNEY,
JUN., lYLA, , RECTOR OF ORE, HASTINGS.

"But David encouragfJd k'imselj in the Lord his God."-l SAMUEL xxx. 6.
[We are indeb'ted to one ~f our Sunday School teachers, who kindly
took down the anne~eQ. sermon, without the knowledge of ourselves
or the preacher.-ED.]
WE all know something of the effect of encouragement. A man, for
example, is runniJ;lg a race, and he gets tired as he runs it, and his
competitors come up to him, and perchance run past him; but at that
moment he hears the cheers of the spectators, and, it may be, recognises
the voices of some of his friends amongst them, and immediately his
fatigue seems to be forgotten, he makes a fresh effort, regains his lost
position, and wins the race.
One of the most successful school-mistresses that I ever knew was
one, the whole of whose teaching seemed to savour of encouragement. I noticed even the way in which she spoke to her children
appeared like encouragement. She would not say, "Children, do this today." She said, " Children, I wonder if you could do this 1" " Wouldn't
it be pleasant if you could do that 1"
Dear friends, do you not think that the ChriEtian, amidst all the
trials, and difficulties, and dangers of life, needs encouragement too 1
Did not our Lord recognise this fact with regard to His disciples when
·He said to them such words as these-" Let not your hearts be troubled;
ye believe in God; believe also in Me" 1 and when He said to them,
"Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give
you the kingdom" 1 As if He would say to them, "It does not depend
upon any effort of your own, nor must you bring compulsion to bear
upon My Father in order to win that prize; but My Father takes such
an interest in you that it would be the utmost pleasure of His existence to give you that kingdom as His own free gift." Oh, then, "fear
not, little flock," for that Father shall not be denied that pleasure
which He has in view.
Does it not seem, in all the positions of life, that the child of God
does stand in need of encouragement, and greatly in need of it, too 1
Look at the case of the young Christian, just entering upon his
course. How many difficulties he finds come into his way! How
often he is taken by surprise, and is utterly discouraged! I have
heard people speak very unsympathizingly of the failings of young Christians, and I have known th.em speak harshly too. Don't you do such
things as that. Try and think of yourselves when you first began
your race. Put yourselves in the place of that young roan, or that young
woman, and encourage such an one, believing in your heart that they
lleed all the encouragement you can give them.
Does not the aged Christian need it, too 1 When his body is feeble
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-when he knows the last great struggle is near before him-surely
then he needs fresh and special encouragement.
In the pages of this blessed Word you may find encouragement
again and again, so don't let your hands be feeble, and hang down. Oh,
no ! Look for, find out, the encouragement which is contained for
y.la here. Take it, and thank God for it-take it to yourself.
Let us look to-night at the case of David. He was one who felt his
need of encouragement j and see how he obtained it. Look at the
,particular circumstances in which he was placed when the words of our
text were enacted. A darker position hardly could David have found
himself in. Pursued by Saul like as a partridge upon the mountains,
and escaping repeatedly from his hands, at last he was so utterly
tired of this chase that he resolved to go from his native land into the
land of the Philistines-a strange course to adopt. And he took the
armed men that were with him-he took the wives, and children, and
substance of his men-and betook himself to Achish, the king of Gath.
Strange to say, he received a hearty welcome. . Achish received him
with open arms, and gave him a small town for himself and his men
to live in. There he settled down, and in all probability might have
remained many years, but suddenly war arose between the Philistines
and the children of Israel. What was David to do 1 Was he to go
and fight against the Philistines-now a guest in their land 1 He
couldn't do that. Was he to go forth to fight against his own countrymen 1 How could he do that 1 Nevertheless he went and offered
himself, probably expecting that the offer would not be accepted. . It
was accepted. At first, Achish was very glad of it, and David would
have had again to fight against his own countrymen, but, by the providence of God, the lords of the Philistines objected, so David and his
men returned. But, when they came in sight of their city, oh, what
trouble and sorrow awaited them! No happy voices to welcome
them j no comfortable habitations to receive them; their town all
reduced to ruins and ashes. They found that all their dear ones,
their wives and children, had been carried away by the cruel Amalekites,
and that they could only imagine what fate awaited them. So grieved
were David and his men that they "lifted up their voices and
wept," until there was no more power of weeping in them, whilst,
instead of being indignant, and surrounding their chief, and telling
him they were ready to pursue these Amalekites, and try to save
their treasures from them, with blackened looks he saw his men look
at him, and through their teeth he heard them mutter their determina.
tion to kill him.
Here was a position for a child of God to be placed in! No
home, no wife, no darling child; all that he had swept away from
him j an exile from his native land; not a friend near; his own
followers turning against him. What could be more discouraging
than that 1 Did he sit down in despair 1 No! In the midst of all
that discouragement we are told, he "encouraged himself in the Lord
his God" j and, if you could see that good man's countenance then, I
believe you would have seen a cheerful smile on his features, because
he so "encouraged himself in the Lord his God." Had he not reason to
do so 1 What reason had he to encourage himself in anything else 1
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Had he reason to encourage himself in himself ~ No doubt he knew
that he was a brave man, and, by the power of God, he had done
wonderful things in days gone by. The lion and the bear had been
smitten with. the prey in their mouths by his hand j the great giant
Goliath had been smitten with a sling and a stone. But would he
depend upon himself in this emergency ~ Would he sling a stone at
his enemies now ~ No! Could he trust in his own wisdom, his own
discretion ~ Why, this very trouble was owing to his foolish mistake.
It was a very great mistake to offer, in his service, men to fight
against his own country.
He could not encourage himself in his men-not in one of them.
They were, in all probability, like mercenary hirelings. It was not
because they specially loved him, or admired him, that they followed
him. Nothing of the kind, but because they were disappointed men.
They were men who had been convicted of some crime, or were dissatisfied with their lot-the very sort of men that would follow a
successful leader as long as he was successful, but would very speedily
leave him if he were unsuccessful.
Yet there was One in whom he might encourage himself to the
very utmost extent, and that was, the Lord his God. He could
argue in this way to encourage himself in Him: Had not he reason
thus to encourage himself ~ Could he not look back upon the past in his
Experience ~ When he had to face that lion and bear, did the Almighty
forsake him then ~ When he had to fight that giant Goliath, in
the presence of two great armies, did the Lord forsake him then ~ No,
no! Could he remember one instance in his life, no matter what
his experience might have been, with regard to the little things or
the great things of life, that the Lord had forsaken and left him
altogether ~ I don't believe that he could remember one, and thus he
had real reason to encourage himself in the Lord" his God. Could he
not remember the promises that God had made in His blessed Word ~
Could he say, in his fear and discouragement, that one of those promises
had ever been broken ~ Could he point to one of them and say, "God
broke that promise" ~ I don't believe that he could. Could he think
of the experience of any other child of God, and say that God had
forsaken him, or forgotten one of His promises in his case ~ I don't
'believe he could think of one. What had his own experience been ~
It had been that the Lord had never left him, never forsaken him,
never refused to help him, in all the days of his life gone by, from
-the first time that he knew God as his Father and his Friend, to
that moment we are speaking of. Ah! then it was not without cause,
not without reason, and the very best cause and reason, that he
"' encouraged himself in the Lord his God."
Oh, dear brethren, what an example for us! What an example for
you, and what an example for me! Do you not know what it is to
gct into circumstan.ces of discouragement-temporal circumstances it
may be; spiritual circumstances it may be; things that regard your ,own
soul's welfare, or your advancement in the heavenly race ~ Have you
Dot known what it was to meet with special temptations, and to say,
like David, "I shall one day fall by the hand of Saul" ~ Have you
not known what it was to meet with dangers, and say, "I cannot help
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being destroyed" 1 Have not crosses and troubles come to you sometimes like an overwhelming stream, and it seemed to you, like David,
that 311 was dark, all was sad, all was discouraging 1 Yet even then
you might encourage yourselves in the Lord your God, if He is yours.
May we not look back, in some m,easure, upon experience like that
of the Psalmist's 1 Has the Lord ever failed His Word, Ohristian
brethren, at any part or moment of your life 1 Oan you-anyone of
you in this house of God to-night-point to any of His promises, and
say, "That promise has been broken" 1 Do you know the experience
of any other child of God that can say that, in his experience, God has
been unfaithful to him 1 I don't believe you do. Your testimony must
be like that of the Psalmist's-that "goodness and mercy have followed you all the days of your life" up to the present moment.
Trouble may come to you-difficulties you may meet with-but no
matter how gloomy, you may encourage yourself in the Lord.
But you will meet me, perhaps, in this way, and say, "Oh, my circumstances are so peculiar!" You say, "I made such mistakes." Hadn't
the Psalmist done the same 1 Do you not know that the Lord can
overrule your mistakes to His glory 1 What are we told respecting
His own people in the wilderness 1 He led them through that wilderness "to humble them and to prove them." You need humbling; and
one of those ways, it may be, by which your proud spirit will be
humbled would be by this way-" making mistakes." The Lord can
turn your mistake and make it success. He can turn your faults into
the very means of raising you higher. He can deliver you out of any
danger, whatever it may be, and can rescue from the very dead.
Oh, is He not the Almighty 1 Is not His power unlimited 1 Do you
not know that, however many come against us, and how strong, there
are more with us than those against us, and all their strength put
together is nothing like His 1
Ohristian, have you not reason to encourage yourself in the Lord
your God r What has been the Lord's experience 1 Has He led a few
thousand children through life's journey to the better shore, or has He
led ten thousand times ten thousand-a multitude already "which no
man can number"-amidst all the circumstances of life, so varied that
our minds cannot imagine what they might have been 1 Is your experience so strange, so new, that it is altogether strange and new to
Him 1 And if it were-if no one ever met with the same difficulties
before-no one ever had just the same troubles before-all so perfectly
new-would He not be able to cope with the difficulty 1 Would He
not be ready for that emergency 1 Oould He not so prepare you for it
that you pass through it like the three Hebrew children-unscarred, uninjured 1 The arm of Omnipotence can ever sustain the child of God,
and the love of Omnipotence will never leave him.
Then are you-is there anyone here-in discouraging circumstances with regard to yourselves individually, or to others who are
near and dear to you, with regard to the present or with regard to
the future 1 Oh, look at those words again! Take the example of
David, God's own highly-favoured servant, the "man after God's
own heart." Take it as your example, to know and encourage yourselves in ,the Lord your God. ,Is He the Lord your God 1 Do you
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worship Him ~ Have you not reason to believe in your own hearts
that you love Him because He first loved you ~ Can you not then rely
upon Him as a child upon a loving, gracious Father ~ Do you believe
that He is altered 1 Do you believe' that He is not now the same as
He was in years gone by 1 Do you not believe that His Word is truethat He is the Unchangeable One-"the same yesterday, and to-day, and
for ever" 1 Oh, then, encourage yourself now in the Lord your God!
If you are not in discouraging circumstances, thank God. Yet keep
this example in view. Who can tell what a day may bring forth 1
Keep this instance, this example, for your encouragement, and like
as if you were travelling in some distant, strange land, you would
like to know what had been the experience of travellers before, and
how, when they met with certain discouragements, they had something
to cheer them, and you would like to adopt the same; so, when any
gloomy time comes, similarly encourage yourself in the Lord.
David inquired of the Lord what to do, and was told to pursue
his enemies, and that he should recover all. Strange to say-and yet is
it strange to say, when we think of the power and love of God 1he found them carousing on their success-stopping on the way home,
instead of hurrying home, and not prepared to be pursued. The consequence was, that the wives, children, and substance were all regainednot one injured, not one lost. All was regained, and more, no doubt,
added besides. Was this the only result ~ See the encouragement for
God's children. See another result in David's own life. Did he not
honour the Lord by trusting Him 1 Would he not have dishonoured
Him if he had sat down in despair 1 Would he not have discouraged
the hearts of those with him? He honoured God and he glorified
Him, he exalted Him, he brought credit to His holy name. "Go ye
and do likewise," and let the words of that hymn that you sang just
now be the expression of your intention and the expression of your
firm belief" His love in times past forbids me to think
He'll leave me at last in trouble to sink;
Each sweet Ebenezer I have in review
Confirms His good pleasure to help ·me quite through" ;

and on the better shore, with a crown of glory upon your head, a palm
of victory in your hand, all life's dangers, troubles, cares, difficulties,
enemies, past, you will say, like the" man after God's own heart "-and
oh, how rejoicingly he must have said it 1-" My God hath delivered
me out of all trouble, and mine eye hath seen His desire upon mine
enemies."
WHEN men are really renewed in the spirit of their minds, their
regard unto the ordinances of divine worship is, as they are appointed
of God, a blessed means of communion and intercourse between Himself in Christ and their souls. By them doth Christ communicate of
HIs love and grace unto us; in and by them do we act faith and love
on ] fim. It is the treasure hid in the field, which, when a man hath
found, he purchaseth the whole field; but it is that he may enjoy
tho treasure hid therein.-Dr. Owen.
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WORDS TO THE WEARY.
To JAMES DAVIS, MELBOURNE.
WE have been reading afresh the letter dated 1884, which you wrote
for our private perusal only. With the contents we could strictly
follow, and see eye to eye, with you. Such matters as those of
which you there speak have long brought us to the conclusion that
there is a needs-be for the distinct spheres in which it pleases the
Lord to place His children during their sojourn in the wilderness.
When speaking of the harmony that was supposed to exist among
members of the same household of faith, dear Mr. TRIGGS used to say,
.. Could we dwell together under the same roof 7" But few, depend
upon it. The union in reality does exist down he1'e, however much or
,()ften it may seem otherwise; but the dwelling together', and that in
uninterrupted harmony, is reserved for up there. When we quit the
.clay tabernacle, then, and not until then, we shall leave behind us all
,the distracting and disturbing elements which are inseparable from
our poor fallen flesh.
With respect to the severance and the coolness of which you speak,
we have proof indeed that the Master Himself had to drink deeply of
that cup of which His followers have but the merest sip. "For it was
not an enemy that reproached me," said the Psalmist, not merely for
himself, but prophetically for his dear and adorable Lord; "then I
could have borne it; neither was it he that hated me that did magnify
himself against me; then I would have hid myself from him: but it
was thou, a man mine equal, my guide, and my acquaintance. We
took sweet counsel together, and walked unto the house of God
in company." Ah! it was this that constituted the bitterness and
.acuteness of the trial.
Well, as far as our little experience has gone, it was those who were
warmest in their professions and loudest in their praises who have
been the first to take the contrary side. Hence we have long felt it
was, for the most part, well to "dwell alone "-to be content with
the lonely and the seemingly solitary path. The poet has well said" It is ilecreed that most should walk
The darkest paths alone."

In the first article we wrote for this Magazine, forty-six years and a
"half ago, we expressed the wish that we might not, as brethren, "fall
out by the way'>; and (we speak it to His praise) the Lord has been
most indulgent in that way. Amid all onr exercises, temptations, and
trials, we have had but a small measure of the cavilling and contention,
strife and bitterness, of which we speak. We have had just enough to
loathe and to dread it, and, as we have said, to make us the better
satisfied with the quiet and the solitude. The so-called" Church order"
is so commonly characterized by "disorder," that we have no sympathy
with it. Again we say, we shall agree well enough by-and-bye, without
the semblance of a jarring note, or untoward thought or word. It will
be a gladsome and a glorious song, in which the whole family will
eternally unite to the praise of the glory of His grace. We 'long for
it," dear brother.
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And now we are wondering whether our aged correspondent is stilI
in the body-still the occupant of a clay tabernacle-or whether he
has received his orders to quit, and to go up higher ~ We deeply
sympathize with his statement as to his utter'inability to know what
may be in the Lord's purpose. As with him, so with ourselves. 'Ve
have not the veriest insight into the morrow. In very deed we'
know not what a day or an hour may bring forth. Oh, that He may
fix that precious verity upon each of our hearts" 'Tis enough that Thou shouldst -care;
Why should I the burden bear ~ "

LESSONS-DAILY LESSONS.
How true it is that we know not what is before us-yea, we "know'
not what a day, nor even what an hour, may bring forth"! Moreover"
how much we have in daily life to remind us of the debt of gratitude
we owe, on account of our manifold mercies! Take, for example, how
great is the boon of health, and yet, alas! how we fail becomingly to,
estimate it, when in the enjoyment of it! It is onlY' when our general
health is interrupted, or altogether removed, that we seem roused, as
it were, to some little recognition and acknowledgment of the great
blessing we have been permitted, but so thoughtlessly and uncon·
sciously, to realize.
I write thus under deep self-reproach, so that I by no meansexclude myself as lacking that sense of mercies of which I havespoken. Well do I remember feeling, in a time of most thorough
prostration and helplessness, that, if it ever pleased God to raise me up
again, and give me power to walk as aforetime, I should never ceaseto appreciate and feel most thankful for it. Alas! alas! however,
with that long and ardently desired restoration, I lack the thankfulness :r
took for granted I should experience. Hence we see that gratitude is
not a necessary attendant upon mercies vouchsafed. By no means. It
is a separate and altogether distinct bestowment.
My thoughts have run in this channel with respect to health and
the great uncertainty of the future, in connection with a visit to one
who is now laid most thoroughly prostrate, and whose very life seems to,
hang in the balance. But a few weeks since she, with other deau
friends, was enjoying some of those sea-trips of which I have lately
spoken-a run up the Southampton Water, an excursion round the
Isle of Wight, and so forth j but now she-so active and cheerful
then-is laid upon a bed of sickness, and called to endure paroxysmsof intense pain and anguish for twelve hours at a time. Too ill t(}
see me when I called, the change in her appearance, I hear, -is
pitiable. Hence we learn what may so soon occur, and thus s(}
forcibly remind us of the need of holding our gifts and blessings with
a loose hand.
Returning to the railway station with a deeply-anxious and sorrowful heart, upon my affiicted friend's account, I saw in the waitingroom one of those monthly tablets entitled "Scripture Truths." I
lanced at it as it laid upon the table, and found it open upon the annexed
}JI\ssages. I thought nothing could be more suitable or appropriate
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for the case of my sick friend, whom, I rejoiced to think, "knew
whom she had believed," and wh.ose heart had been divinely prepared
for the reception of such soul-solacing verities as these selections from
the Holy Word contained. Now, here they are :"V\Thom the Lord loveth He chasteneth, and scourgeth every son
whom He receiveth" (Heb. xii. 6).
"He doth not afflict willingly, nor grieve the children of men"
(Lam. iii. 33).
" Our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory" (2 Cor. iv. 17).
" In all their afHiction He was afflicted, and the Angel of His
presence saved them; in His love and in His pity He redeemed them;
and He bare them, and carried them all the days of old" (Isa. lxiii. 9).
"God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be
110 more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any
more pain: for the former things are passed away" (Rev. xxi. 4).
Now, I would ask the spiritually-minded reader whether, under
the circumstances, aught could have been more timely 7 Does it not
bespeak the beautiful adaptation of the Word of the Lord to our
varied states and circumstances 7 Does it not, moreover, suggest the
importance of the use of the means which the Lord, in His good providence, may place in our power 7 Oftentimes have I thought, in regard
to texts upon the walls, portions of the sacred Word, or books based
upon that Word, lying on the tables in waiting-rooms, how the Lord
the Spirit may apply them in a way of conviction or correction,
comfort or encouragement.
D.
NIGHT WATCHES AND NERVOUSNESS.
vYE believe that everyone has his fears, in some one or more particulars; or, in other words, is what is usually called nervous,. only
there is this difference-all will not own it. They have not the
honesty to admit what others fail to conceal, because they think
such admission would betray a weakness and, as they say, a want of
manliness, which they at least wish to be considered to possess. vYe
knew one person whom one would have thought to be a man of stt;ong
and gigantic nerve, and who appeared to be equ.al to any emergency;
but we have seen that very individual cowed at the veriest approach
of danger-yea, even where no such approach was perceptible. 'Ye
have personally officiated at about a thousand marriages, but onp.
of the most nervous, during the ceremony, that we ever encounteretl
was a doctor-a man, under the varied circumstances in which we have
ham time to time met him, of marvellous courage and fearlessness;
hut, when placed in the position in which multitudes have stood with
the utmost calmness and selt~possession, his wonted strength of mind
seemed utterly to fail him.
,VeIl, now, with pleasure we extract the following from Mrs.
SP1.TRGEON'S admirable book, "Ten Yeal'S of my Life in, the Service of
the 'Book Fund." We do so in the full belief that it will meet many
[I case where a consciousness
of human feebleness exists. and where
there is a corresponding sense that the Lord, and the Lord alone, can
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verify that precious portion, "Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace
whose mind is stayed on Thee, because he trusteth in Thee." Hence,
where the Lord has thus been the Staff and Stay, some of the weakest
and the frailest of our poor fallen humanity have been "strong and done
exploits." In proof of this, a dear child of God, who was for some
thirty years bed-ridden, laid calm and peaceful at the very time a
great fire 'was raging within a few yards of the institution of which
she had so long been an inmate. There are not a few of the Lord's
children who will be able personally to sympathize with Mrs.
SPURGEON, in regard to the state of dread and apprehension of which
she speaks in the annexed extract. We are very familiar with a case
where a similar state of mind prevailed, in a house that stood alone
in its own grounds, as Mr. SPURGEON'S does at Beulah Hill. Winter
was just setting in; the long nights dreaded. Manifold were the misgivings as to what might happen. At length, however, the Lord
Himself lovingly and tenderly answered the many petitions presented
in the wakefulness of the midnight hours with, "There shall no evil
befall thee, neither shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling." Oh, it
was so sweet-so reassuring! The Lord was reminded of His word
again and again during the winter that ensued, and such reminder
was always attended with It sweet resting and reposing upon His
gracious covenant promise. Moreover, as after-winters succeeded each
other, the poor suppliant ventured to ask t1;le Lord to allow, the
promise to stand good, and to embrace the renewed, necessities for the
similar wintry season; and, blessed be His name, to the present
moment He has given heed to the request.
But now, here is the extract from Mrs. SPURGEON'S admirable
book:SONGS IN THE NIGHT.
" What tiriM I am afraid, I will trt!st in Thee."
" I will trust, and not be afraid."
WHEN the master of the house-the ," houseband "-is away, we lonely ones
at "Westwood" realize in an especial manner our complete dependence on
the Lord for safeguard and protection both night and day. We know that
the tender committal of home and its inmates to the Father's care, when
the farewells are said, is always renewed and repeated by our absent one;
and at our own evening worship, the prayer that He will "hide us in the
shadow of His hand" while we sleep, and guard us from all evil, is never
likely to be forgotten or omitted.
But, notwithstanding this actual appeal to the Preserver of men, and a
conscious belief in His love and power, I had lately acquired a foolish habit
of lying awake in the night-watches, with ear intent to catch the faintest
sound, heart ready to beat wildly if but a window-sash shook in its frame,
and every nerve on the alert to assert itself in throes of painful alarm at
the least indication of any unusual movement.
What if Punchie's fierce bark were to ring through the house in the
darkness, or the sharp peal of the alarum should give sudden warning of
the approach of danger? What if evil men should try to "break' through
and steal," or a spark, unwittingly dropped, and smouldering long, should
at last burst into flame, and quickly enwrap us in a fiery and fatal 'embrace?
To tolerate such imaginings was to be tortured by them, and I suffered
greatly, till some nights ago the dear Lord ended all this for me, and sent
so blessed a ray of enlightenment into my "dark place," that at once I
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laid my head down on the pillow quite comforted. My painful care for the
house and its inmates was all gone, because He cared for them; my watch·
ings were over, because He watched; my fears were all allayed, because
faith in Him was triumphant and complete.
And it came about somewhat on this wise. The two texts which I have
placed at the head of this paragraph had been much on my mincl during
my wearisome nights, but they had evidently not then found entrance into
my heart. I had thought of them without fully realizing their depth of
blessed meaning. They had lain on the outside of my soul as fair lilies
lie on the surface of a pool; but now I was to discover that they were fast
anchored by strong roots in the exceeding great and precious promises of
my God.
In a moment there dawned upon me the possibility and blessedness of
being absolutely without fear, because I tl'usted in Him. "What time I
am afraid." "Yes," said I, "that is just now, dear Lord, when the
creaking of a piece of furniture startles me, and the very thought of the
bark of a dog strikes terror into my heart." "I will trust in Thee." As
I said it, deliverance came. "Do I l'eally trust in God?" I asked of
myself; and I could steadfastly reply, "Yes, blessed be His name, I d()
trust Him; and I know He can keep us in perfect safety. Moreover, I am
assured that He never fails those who put their trust in Him." There
came a pause. The light had broken in, and I was wondering at the fastfleeing shadows. "Now surely, my heart, thou canst go on with the other
text, and boldly say, 'I will trust, and not be afmid.' What sort of
trust dost thou call this that wakens, and listens, and imagines all sorts of
evil, instead of calmly sleeping and resting in the sheltering arms of the
Blessed One 1 If thou dost honestly trust Him, thou shouldest certainly
not be ajraid; fnr thy faith should deal a death-blow to all thy fears."
And it did, dear reader. Then and there I gave up all my nervous apprehension~. I surrendered myself and all my belongings to the Father's
keeping, and I have had no more gloomy fancies or midnight watchings.
I have laid me down in peace and slept, because He only has made me to
dwell in safety; or, if any wakeful hours have come, my mouth has praised
Him with joyful lips, while I remembered Him on my bed, and meditated
on Him in the night-watches.
Why do I tell such a simple little tale of personal and private experience?
Well, just because it was a real and blessed fact to me; and I think that
the relation of such instances of God's tender care and love, in even the
minor matters of daily life, not only helps some of His timid and distressed ones to "cast their burden on the Lord," but it is also graciously
accepted by Him as a grain of sweet incense laid on the golden altar, to
His praise and glory, by His grateful child.
If any courageous and lion-hearted people fail to understarid my terrors,
there are others who, having groaned under the pressure of like irrational
disquietude, will sympathize with me in my past bondage, rejoice in my
emancipation, and take heart of grace themselves to seek from the Lord,
by simple faith, as complete and perfect a deliverance as His mercy has
accorded to me.
There are many seasons in a Christian's life when he is "afraid" witl'
much more need and reason than I could urge for my nervous alarms;
but there never can be a day, or an hour, or a moment, when he may not
" trust" his God absolutely, perfectly, totally; and, as surely as he does
that, so surely will faith overcome fear. Trust will lift him over the trial;
confidence in God will end the conflict.
Not to night-watchers only, but to those who, day and night, find fears
and foes to fight with, do I lovingly commend my two ., songs in the
night," to be sung in any time, and to any tune-" What time I am afraitl,
I will tl"Ust in Thee." " I will trust, and not be afraid."
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[The facts stated in the preceding page remind us of two simple circumstances which, instrumentally, were very suggestive. We had been
0ut 011 It week's preaching tour in the l'ower part of Somersetshire, in
connection with the Home Mission. Among our visits was one to a
dear old Ohristian, quite a patriarch in point of age and a calm reposing upon the God and Giver of all his mercies. As he laid placidly
upon his bed, simply resting in and upon the arms of his covenantkeeping God, thought we, "Oh, what a lesson! And why may I not
likewise repose in and upon the same gracious and all-sufficient Friend 1
'Why need I, Martha-like, be so 'careful and troubled about many
things, whilst but one thing is needful' 1"
Again, if we mistake not, it was upon the same week's Mission we
called at a cottage, the occupant of which said she had seen no less
than eleven members of her family carried forth from that cottage to
their graves! As far as memory serves, her husband was one of the
number. Ana yet with what calmness and uncomplaining she stated
the fact! "Oh," thought we, "how different to ourselves! How hard
i.t is to say, 'The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed
be the name of the Lord' ! "
The other fact, however, to which we were about to allude, as so
suggestive of the sweetness and satisfaction of that "quietness and
confidence" which result from a simple looking to and leaning upon
the Lord, was the sight of a babe in a perambulator being wheeled
across a crowded street, numerous vehicles, as well as foot-passengers,
passing and re-passing at the moment. Thought we, "If I could but
simply look to and rest in the Lord, there is no more ciituse for my
anxiety about this and that matter, than for that dear babe to be
concerned about the perils of this crossing. That babe is not the least
moved or anxious, and why should I be 1" Alas! alas! how we dishonour our best Friend by our distrust, and by seeking to take upon
ourselves that which wholly and solely belongs to Him ! We once
heard the present Archbishop of York use these very words when
preaching in Bristol Oathedral. Turning to the many clergy who
were at the time occupying the stalls of that ancient building, he said,
"And what comes of all our fretting and fuming?" " Ah !" thought
we, "what indeed 1" Oh, for grace to take heed to what Jesus said, in
His memorable first sermon, "Your Father knoweth what things ye have
need of before ye ask Him"; and" Which of you by taking thought "
(" being anxious "-Hevised Version) "can add one cubit to his stature 1"

-ED.]
and angels join in chor'us ;
Sound Emmanuel's praise aloud;
Echo on the song so glorious
Up the golden path to God.
SAIl'rS

PRAISE.
Hallelujah! juin tl~e chorus
With the happy throng;
Sin shall never triumph o'er us,
Nor mar our heavenly song.

IIymn the sweetest, softest strains
'£0 our loving, loved Redeemer,
Who conquered death and bore its pains
'rlll1,t we might live for ever.
Sidlesham.

Then clap your wings, ye angels;
And you, ye seraphs, fly
To celebrate His praises
In tones that rend the sky.
A. E. P.
2 Y
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THE REOENT OLIFTON OONFERENOE.
ALTHOUGH, by what we ventured to think an unwise arrangement, an
immense gathering of Baptist ministers (to the number, we understand,.
of some 1,100) was held upon the same days as the above Oonference,
we are not aware that there was any falling off in the attendance at the·
Victoria Rooms. As usual, the gathering was marked by the absence
of some who had, during the year, been called to their eternal rest..
They had left the earthly to unite with the heavenly. They had ceased
to lisp the praises of their God and King below, but had gone to join
the myriads above in the grand hallelujah chorus of "Unto Him that
loved them, and washed them in His blood, and made them kings and
priests unto God and His Father, to Him be glory and dominion
for ever and ever. Amen."
There was one, a dear brother in Ohrist, and fellow-labourer in the
Lord (the Rev. HENRY BARNE), who was announced to take an active
part, especially in the afternoon meetings, but who was prevented by
sudden illness from occupying his intended place. A love-message was,_
however, sent from his sick-bed, by dear Mr. ORMISTON, the president
of the Oonference, who spent a few favoured minutes with him. But
little was he, or any of us, prepared for what was so soon to take
place. Hearing, at the close of the Oonference, that the crisis had
passed, and that our dear friend's condition was greatly improved, we
cherished the hope-yea, the full confidence-that we should soon have
him amongst us again; but we haye been taught afresh the all-important
lesson that "the Lord's thoughts are not as our thoughts, nor His
ways as our ways." On the morning of the 14th ult., so soon after the
Oonference, our dear brother (as we are informed) left his bed between
eight and nine o'clock, feeling so much better in himself than for some
time previously, and went to his bath-room to take a bath. Thinking he
was longer than usual, his dear wife went to the bath-room, and there
found him in a state of unconsciousness, from which we hear he never
recovered, but speedily passed quietly away. It is long-very longsince we have felt a death as we do feel our dear friend's. He was, in
every sense, a brother. So real! So genuine! So unaffected! So
reliable! So genial! "Oome, now," he would say, "dear brother,
let us have a word of prayer, just as we stand" ; and then we would
stand together-his dear wife perhaps being present, or some friend
-whilst a few simple utterances were presented at the mercy-seat
on the Church's behalf, on the children's account, and for ourselves.
Ah! how we shall miss those meetings and those moments! Thero
are some friends we occasionally meet, but you cannot calculate
upon the tone or the temper in which you may meet them.
They are so variable, so that you are wO'ltJflded rather than ?'eJreshed
-you are chilled instead of comforted. Hence you retire into yourselt~ and you the more ardently long for that blessed fast-hastening
period when there shall be no alloy, no difference of opinion,
bnt such a blessed harmony-such a oneness-such a unity of heart
and soul! Now, the dear departed brother partook so largely of
this, just as did the lamented SAMUEL ABRAHAlIi WALKER. In a. word,
he was so pre-eminently a brother! Always the same! No variable-
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ness ! So ready to put the best construction upon, ,,:"ord or act! Ah!
how we shall miss him-how lament him! And yet. we feel that, being
some years his senior, we shall soon follow him. We had nearly said,
we care not how soon. But for tender ties, we should say, the sooner
the better. We are weary of self, sin, and the world. No sooner were
we informed of our dear brother's death than the thought instantly
Spl'aug up within us, "I shall be the next!" The Lord alone knows.
May we be found waiting and watching-aye, and -as willing to go as
we doubt not our dear brother was.
As the Report of the proceedings of the recent Conference will, as
usual, be shortly published, we shall not give further particulars here,
but merely add the following, as expressive of the part which fell to
our lot on the Tuesday afternoon, when called to preside at the
meeting on behalf of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society. We trust that
it may tend to create additional interest in the Institution.
1 WISH my humble testimony on behalf of the admirable Society for
whose cause we have now met together may reach beyond the limits of
this building. It is a Society with the operations of which I have for
very many years been familiar, and it has been my high privilege oftentimes to advocate its claims. I say privilege, for such I have considered
it, inasmuch as it bears a practical and widely-spread proof of the condescension and love, faithfulness and all-sufficiency, of that covenant
J ehovah whose promise is, "Even unto your old age 1 am He, and even
to hom' hairs will I carry you. I have made, and I will bear: even I
will ca1-ry, and will delive1' you." "They shall still bring forth fruit in
old age,. they shall be fat and flourishing,. to show that the Lord is upright,
He is my Rock, and there is no unrighteousness in Him."
It was my privilege, two years since, to preach on behalf of the
Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society, in the Church of St. Mary Woolnoth,
Lombard Street, London, where the Christ-exalting JOHN NEWTON for
so many years laboured in the cause of God ahd truth. Among my
remarks on that evening was this-" What ample material for a book
would a visit from room to room of the dear old pilgrims furnish!"
Many years ago, I paid such a visit to one of the asylums connected
with the Institution.
V,rell, now, suppose we make all imaginary call upon three or four
of the dear old saints this afternoon. If I mistake not, it will have a
strengthoning and encouraging effect upon our minds, and probably lead
us to "thanlc God and take C01trage," because in their very position, as
well as by their testimony, we shall have such precious proof of
divine compassion and unchangeable love, and goodness, and mercy.
Here is Case No. I-a dear old widow~snow-bleached hair, -wrinkled
cheeks, and stooping gait, but with such a sweet look of calm contentedness;"
not the semblance of disquiet or 1tneasiness.
"And how long have you been a widow, dear friend ~ " " Thirty
years'!' " Have you really ~ And left with a large family, were you ~
W 011, and what about the promise of Him who cannot lie-' Leave thy
fftthorless children; I will preserve them alive; and l~et thy widows
Ll'l1st in Me' ~ Ah! I knew what you would say-true to His Word!
Yos, it must be so. He cannot fail nor forsake. Both IFs Word and
:l ). :!
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His great name are at stake. But you have known extremities, ,have
you not 1 Ah! I thought so. Well, and did they not help to prove
the truth of the old saying-' Man's extremity is God's opportunity' ~
I felt assured you would confirm that statement. And you had, in connection with it, such special proof of the Lord's watchful eye and
tender care, hadn't you 1 You founa indeed that the God of Elijah still
lived, and knew how to nourish you and yours, just as He did the
prophet and the widow and her son. What a mercy, dear friend, to
prove this in personal and heartfelt experience, is it not ~ Well, what
He has been, and what He is, that He will be to the end, depend upon
it. He will not forsake the work of His own hands, but 'perfect that
which concerneth us.' You well remember the words, don't you" 'His honour is engaged to save
The meanest of His sheep;
All that His heavenly Father gave,
His hands securely keep' 'I
" Good-bye! God bless you 1"
Here is Case No. 2-anothe1' widow, but a sad sufferer f1'om rheumat'ism
and neumlgia.
" Ah! dear friend, still in pain, are you 1 Just one of the accompaniments of old age, is it not 1 But don't you find it make the prospect
]Jrighter of that happy land where 'the inhabitant never says, I am
sick, and the people who dwell therein are forgiven their iniquity' 1
All! I thought so. Well, you see, it will make the difference between
hm'e and there so much the greater. If we could have all we wanted
here, we shouldn't want to go there, should we 1 And thus it is the
Lord prepares us for' the inheritance which is incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away.' When, years ago, you were surrounded
by your family, and had all your home-comforts, you didn't think about
the Lord and the better land as you do now, did you 1 ' No,' say
you, 'and didn't care about either the Oue or the other.' This then
was your home, and your rest, and all you wanted; but what say you
now P Ah! I see. . The Lord took away the less in order that He
might give Himself, the Greater! Hence you have no fault to find with
Him, have you 1 Ah! I knew you would say so.
"What a blessed passage that is, dear friend, 'We know that all
things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are
the called according to His purpose.' YOll see it is that wonderful
working together that brings this about. Well, how soon will the end
come, and then adieu to the aches and pains, wearisome days and
wakeful nights, for ever! Farewell, dear friend! We shall soon meet
up there!"
•
H ;re is Case No. 3.-" Well, dear old friend, still in the body, I find.
Why, you expected your call home long ago, didn't you 1 Ah! yes,
you're quite right. The Lord's time is the best time. And what a
moment will the longest time appear in the light of eternity! Yes, that
is a precious Scripture-I'm glad you find it so-' Out' light affliction, which is but Jor ,a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding
and eternal weight of glory.' Yes, yes; there's the· secret, as you say,
'while ,ye look, ~ot at the things which are seen, but at the things
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which are not seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but
the things that are not seen are eternal.' Yes, that is qui te true, too,
and a most cheering consideration-' Soon He that shall come will
come, and will not tarry.'
" , There shall we see His face,
And never, never sin;
There, from the rivers of His grace,
Drink endless pleasures in.'
"Good-bye, dear old friend! The Lord be with thee, and bless thee!
Ah! He will! He will!"
Let us now call at No. 4 Case.-This has been a much-tried person,
but oh, she is wonderfully mellowed! Her" heart has indeed been
brought down with labour." She has known (if any poor creature ever
did) what it is to "fall down, with none to help."
" Well, dear friend, I am glad to see you once more. Ah! you've
been poring over the dear old Book, I see. There's nothing like it, is
there? Yours is what I call a table Bible. 1 am fond of t(tble Bibles
and pocket Bibles, but I don't care so much for shelf Bibles. There are
some people who have their Bibles, like other folk, but they're either
lodged upon the shelf, or placed where they can be seen for their showy
binding, gilt edges, and so on. Now, that's the sort of Bible I don't earl'
f01·. I dare say you've heard, of the £5-note Bible. By way of testing
whether the Bible was used or not, a visitor placed a £5 note between
the leaves. Alas! for the poor owner, at the visitor's next call, the
note was found in the very place where it had been left; and the
visitor rightly concluded that, if the Bible was not needed, neither was
the £5 note.
"But, thank God, these remarks don't apply to your Bible, dear friend.
It bears too good proof of being well used for any such suspicion.
Here's no need of the £5 note as a test as to whether it has been read
or not. Why, you'd sooner that the poor body should want nourishment than that the precious soul should lack that which the Word a!one
can supply, wouldn't you? Is not that a precious truth-' Thy words
were found, and I did eat them; and Thy Word was unto me the joy
and rejoicing of my heart'? Ah! I knew you'd say so.
"But I see you've adopted the' T. P.'-the tested and proved-in the
margin of your Bible; but what does the' M' mean ~ Oh, 'mine,' does
it? Ah! that's very good. It's a wonclerful thing to be able to say
of this, that, and the other portion, 'This is mine, and that is mine,
and the other is mine.' And I see a good many 'M's' here in the
margin of your well·thumbed Bible. Why, sister, you seem to have
made very fi'ee with God's Word. 'Oh,' you say, 'He has made free
with it.' What do you mean ~ 'Oh, He has applied it,' has He 1
Then you mean to say that the Lord has read the Word to you, mthm'
them that ymt have j"ead the FP ord to the Lord? He has helped you, instead
of YOlt helping youj"self. Ah! there's a wonderful difference, isn't there ~ This
kiud of reading, then, accounts for the ' M ' here and there in this Psalm
and the other Psalm, this verse and the other in the Prophets, and
Gospels, and Epistles. But now, tell me about the Lord's applying them,
as you state. When and how did He, as you say, apply them ~ Ah !
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yes, I see; when in trouble, S01'1'ow, care, anxiety, distress. Yes, yes, that's
it, dear sister, that's it. Hence that precious testimony in the lO7th
Psalm-' Again they are minished and brought low through oppression,
affliction, and sorrow. Then they cried unto the Lord in their trouble,
and He saved them out of their distresses. Oh, that men would praise
the Lord for His goodness, and for His wonderful works to the children
of men!' Good-bye, good-bye, dear friend. I'm sorry we can't stay
longer with you, but we've another call to make."
Now, let us step over to the other wing of the Asylum. Here is the case
of one who was once in the most active and prosperous of circumstances.
" Well, dear friend, how is it with you to-day ~ All well, I hope.
'A little gloomy,' did you say ~ Well, well, what a mercy that, amid
all our changeable frames and feelings, His own word stands good-·
'I am the Lord: I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not
consumed.' No; blejlsed be His name, 'with Him is no variableness,
neither the shadow of turning.' ' He' rests in His love, and hates to
put away.' . You remember the lines" , Did Jesus once upon me shine?
Then Jesus is for ever mine'?

"The wills and shalls of J ehovah are as immutable as Himself. This is
safe anchorage for tempest-tossed mariners, like ourselves, dear brother.
You say you see it now, but did not at one time. Well, what has made
the difference ~ Ah! yes; I perfectly' agree with you-the discipline
-the losses ctnd the crosses / Why, at the time of which you speak, your
mind was engrossed with other things, and the heart so full of the
creature, that you hadn't room for the Lord. Wasn't that the case ~
Yes, I knew you would say so. But you've no fault to find with the
Lord for all He has done ~ 'N 0; oh, no !' Ah! that's just what I
. .
was prepared for you to say.
"And don't you now admire the Fatherly way in which He brought it
all about ~ Yes, yes, that is a precious Scripture of which you speak'Thy gentleness hath made me great.' The Prayer-Book version renders
it, 'Thy loving correction hath made me great.' Isn't that precious ~
You remind me, dear frie,nd, of another sweet Scripture-' No chastening
for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous; nevertheless, afterward
it yielaeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are
exercised thereby.' Well, may the Lord, of His great mercy, grant us
grace to give heEd to the poet's words" 'Let those that sow in sadness wait
Till the bright harvest come;
They shall confess their sheaves are great,
.And. shout their blessings home.'

"Assuredly, all His loved ones shall, in due time, verify His word'They that sow ,in tears shall reap in joy. He that goeth forth, and
weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing,
bringing his sheaves with him.' Good-bye, dear old friend! The Lord
*'
*'
*' %
>"
>"
be with thee."
Well, now, dear friends, we have thus paid three or four imaginary
'visits to inmates of the asylums connected with, the Aged Pilgrims'
Friend Society; and, from what I have personally seen and long
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known of the operations of the Society, most certain I am that I
have only given a tme picture and a fair specimen of what is to be seen
every day and all the day at these admirable institutions. They stand
Qut in blessed prominence, as illustrative of the grace, power, faithfulness, and all-sufficiency of our covenant God and Father in Christ Jesus.
I will not detain you longer by any remarks of my own (as I am
anxious you should hear the details of the Society's operations from
the gentlemen who have come from town on purpose to address you)
except to say this-that I challenge a sceptical, gainsaying world to
.deny the fact, that no true child of God, among the thousands nourished,
in a greater or less degree, by this Society for npwards of threequarters of a century, has ever varied or deviated from the universal
and unexceptionable testimony, in regard to the guidance and government of J ehovah, through this world of sin and sorrow, namely, that
" He hath done all things u:ell."
They may have had-they MUST have had-much to remind them of
the Scriptural declaration, "In the world ye shall have tribulation" ; nevertheless, when they arrived at a knowledge of the "end of the Lord"
concerning them, as with one voice each and all have t'estified to the
great fact that "He led them by the right way, that they might go
to a city of habitation."
I

" I asked them whence their victory came 1
They, with united breath,
Ascribed their conquest to the Lamb,
Their triumph to His death."

The Editor gratefully acknowledges the receipt of the annexed letter,
the contents of which have been duly forwarded to the Secretary of
the Society:AGED -PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.

October 5th, 1886.
SIR,-In reading, in to-day's P1'ess, an account 0.£ yesterday's proceedings at the Olifton, Cqnfererice, it is reported you took the chair at
(me of the sections, on behalf of the above Society. I had never heard
()[ it before, and few particulars are given about .it. However, its purpose seems to me to be most excellent. The report states that you
have for some time actively promoted its welfare; and, as I feel assured
you would not have done so without having first fully inquired into
its working and management, and ascertained that its funds are honestly
distributed, I beg to enclose £20, and I would ask you to do me
the favour of applying it in advancing the objects of the Society, or
(Jf, handing it over to the 'proper person for that purpose.
I must apologise for giving you so much trouble, being a stranger;
but, as I do not know to whom I can send the money, I hope you
will pardon me for the liberty I am' now taking.
,
I am, yours faithfully,
Rev. Dr. Doudney.
T. W.
[Upon receipt of the foregoing, we couldn't help wishing a few more
<correspondents would put us to ,the same ~'trouble." ,Ve will by no
means complain if they do.-ED.]
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'1X,Oft£ltant

~tawn.

"I OAN'T GO TO MASS."
"Our soul is escaped as a bi1'd mtt. of the snare of the fowlers: the snare
is broken, nnd we are escnped."-PsALM cxxiv. 7.
I OFTEN think you may judge of the character of a housekeeper by the
books he or she possesses. If I go into a stranger's house, and have
opportunity, I generally make for the book·case. It amuses me sometimes
to see worldly persons walk up to mine. There they see, ranged in
tiers, the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, TOPLADY'S vVorks, GILL'S "Oommentary,"
ROMAINE'S "Life and Walk of Faith," and kindred works; and, reading
the titles, they soon come" away in blank bewilderment.
So, again, you may pretty well estimate the character of a householder
when you see, hung up on the walls, passages of Scripture. On a
recent visit to a south-coast watering-place, wc found in the apartments we
had taken-and, indeed j throughout the house-precious passages of God's
Word, boldly printed and nicely framed. One yisitor was coming down
the stairs with his wife, when he observed to her, "Wherever I go in
this house, there are these passages of the Bible." "My dear," said
vVhat a counsellor! Don't look at the
his wife, "don't look at them."
words of God! Blessed be His name, this is my delight. Who has,
made us to differ 1
Well, our estimate in the case we are going to refer to was correct.
Our apartments were studded with passages of God's Word, and we
found our landlady to be a child of God. We like good apartments.
Going away from home annually to the sea-side, we have been favoured
in this respect; but then we contend against the absurdity which many
carry out, of leaving a comfortable home, and, for the sake of change,
putting up with all sorts of inconvenience in questionable apartments.
This has not been our course, therefore we obtained what we soughtcomfortable, airy, and pleasant apartments.
. But we have said our landlady was a Ohristian, and the passages of
Scripture on her walls soon gave opportunity to open converse with her
upon the best things; and, to our surprise, she told us at the onset
that she was brought up an Irish Roman Oatholic, but that the Lord
delivered her from the trammels of Popery about fourteen years ago.
Upon hearing this, I replied, "Yours must be an interesting case. I
often write for a religious periodical. Would you mind giving me a little
of the details of how this gracious and wonderful change and deliverance was effected 1" She consented to do so. A quiet opportunity was
sought and gained, and, with pen in hand, we drew from her the
following ungarnished tale of the Lord's work for her and in her.
She was brought up as a Roman Oatholic. Both her parents were
strict Oatholics, and for five-and-twenty years she remained in this false
faith, going to Mass and confession, and diligently attending to all the
rules of the Church.
Fourteen years ago she came in contact with a Protestant lady in
Dublin, and although it is considered by the Romish Ohurch as an act
of disobedimce to listen to any Protestant, she said that this lady had
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such a wonderful way of putting the Word of God without condemning
anyone, that she was struck with her conversation, and could not help
seeking her society. In fact, to use her own words concerning the
change wrought, "It was the power of kindness and truth that did it."
One day, this Christian lady put into her hand a little book, asking
her tenderly to read it. It was an account of a young girl who had
been brought up in the Church of Rome, like herself, but was early
brought low by disease, and laid upon her dying bed. She had no rest.
She dreaded dying. She sent for the priest, and said, "I am afraid
to die. I am sure I shall not go to heaven." "Oh, yes," said the
priest, "you will. You have been a faithful daughter of the Roman
Catholic Church, and you need have no fear at going to heaven." But
the priest could not satisfy her. Her heart misgave and condemned her;
At this time a Christian gentleman went to the house, and solicited
the mother to let him speak to her daughter. Her consent was given,
and, by Gad's grace, he was led to put the tr'lth in such a way that,
far from dreading death, she was not, as she said, now "afraid to meet
the face of God"; and she died triumphant and rejoicing in her Saviour.
That little narrative made a deep impression upon Gur landlady. She,
in her mind, contrasted the miserable teaching of the priest with the
Scriptural teaching of the Protestant, and she exclaimed, "I can't go
to Mass! I can't go to Mass!" In this state of mind, the Lord led
her to a passage of the Word which struck her forcibly. It was
Romans iv. 4, 5-" Now to him that worketh is the reward not
reckoned of grace, but of debt. But to him that worketh not, but
believeth on Him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for
righteousness"; and she argued, Why, in praying to the saints, she had
been told by the priest especially to pray to the Apostle Paul, while
that very Apostle she had been praying to tells her that "to him that
worketh not" was the reward given; and the truth dawned upon her
that salvation was not, then, a matter of working, or going to Mass, of
doing penance, or of counting beads, or of saying prayers to the saints.
Then what was the use of praying to them who had no power 1 And
she discovered that the teaching of Rome was a flat contradiction to theteaching of the Bible; so, as she said, "the truth shone into her soul·
bit by bit," and in the light of it she had great joy.
Of course, the difficulty was now to hide her joy under a bushel.
She could not, and went and told her father of her secret, who urged
her not to believe the Protestant Bible. Soon the matter got abroad.
Neighbours expostulated; priests called upon her; she became" spoken"
from the altar, and a marked person. But the Lord kept her firm, and
gave her increased light.
She was also singularly helped in this way. The family read the
Douay Bible aloud, for history's sake; but her eyes were being opened,
and she was led beyond all this. One passage, on reading, struck her
much-" It is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should
take away sins."
No; blessed be God; she was being led into that
new and living way which Christ hath consecrated for us through the
veil-that is to say, His flesh.
While in "the snare of the fowlers," she was not, according to the
rules of the Romish Church, supposed to use any judgment of her-
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own, nor to touch mysteries she could not und\lrstand. In confes~
sion, also, she was ordered to tell every disobedient act and thought;
and if you keep back anything, you are taught to believe nothing is
forgiven you without the interposition of the priest, who alone could
grant her absolution. But all this was now distasteful to her, for she
had learnt experimentally that there is "one God, and one Mediator
between God and men, the Man Ohrist Jesus."
Of course, now she was the subject of bitter persecution; but the
Lord did not leave her. He opened a way~mercifully and marvellously
for her to leave Ireland and come to England, and we found her, in our
stay in her home, still walking in the ways of truth, studding the
walls of her house with blessed: passages of God's Word, and rejoicing
that she had "escaped as a bird out of the snare of the fowlers."
Dear reader, the Papacy has long been stealthily working among us,
and England has been aC,ting foolishly and fatally with Rome. May
God protect our youl}g people from its trammels. We want Ireland
spiritually free, England spiritually free, Spain and France spiritually
\
free, and Ohrist to reign, whose right it is. ,
Well, we thank God for the case we have referred to. May many
mOre, like our fri!lnd, he able to say, "Our soul, is escaped as a
bird out of the snare of the fowlers: the snare is broken, and we are
escaped."
"WAYS;IDE NOTES". W!ItITER.
ENGLAND AND THE PAPAOY.
THE Rev. J. SWANN WITHINGTON, an ex-pres'ident of the Conference
of the United Methodist Free Church, addressing a meeting at Salisbury recently, said he believed that, within fifty years, the Papacy
would have ascendancy in this country. He was sorry that he was
compelled to hold that opinion, but he believed that, within fifty years,
the Government and the life of this country would be at the feet of
the Pope of Rome. Everything was drifting in that direction, and
unless they spoke out as their fathers spoke out, as the Reformers of
the sixteenth century spoke out--'unless they pointed to the Protestants
who were walking about in borrowed clothes, and said to the people,
"These are the men who are stealthily handing us over to the Papacy
of Romish dominion "-they were sure to be enslaved.
'
THE POPISH NUNS.
BEGGING! BEGGING! BEGGING! For wl~at p~rpose ~ In order to use
the money which, thoughtlllss and unsuspecting Protestants give them
to lur.e the poor and helpless into the meshes of Rome! ' This is the
charity that would strengthen Romanism at the cost of our Protestant
liberties ! "He that biddeth I them God~speed is partalcer of their evil
deeds." *-Christoian's Monthly Record.
.. How true is the above statement, and yet so blinded was she to the real
state of things that the wife of an elderly Congregational minister once said t@
us, "How much goo.d they [tl~at is, these 'Sisters of :l\'Iisery'J are doing! " ED. G. M.
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
My DEAR FRIEND,-Many of your readers will be glad to know that
we are busy printing the thirteenth annual Report, which we trust
will be ready for circulation by the end of October. Wonderful to
relate, God has again given the Mission a slight increase, chiefly in
gifts of new books and voluntary subscriptions. The public auditor
has been here all the morning examining the books and vouchers, and
his balance· sheet shows a deficiency on the year of £19 7s. lId. It
is earnestly hoped that friends of the soldier and sailor will soon
send us this deficit, and kindly increase the monthly receipts in money,
to enable us to hold on our way. The Mission never had so many
encouraging testimonies as now, and I should be grieved indeed to
lessen the number of monthly parcels for want of funds. I will not
anticipate such a contingency, as the Lord has given me a measure of
faith, I trust, to the contrary. Only this morning the post informed
me that the book "Walks and Talks with Jesus" had been a great comfort to many in a large garrison, and that one man in hospital was known

to have been brought to the Lo'rd through its instrumentality.
Help will be most thankfully received by me at the Old Gaol Chapel,
Salisbury.
Yours sincerely,
October 13th, 1886.
CHARLES BRIDER.
[The Lord alone knows how cheering, amid all our varied exercises,
is such a testimony as the foregoing. The responsibility that devolves
upon us, in connection with the maintenance of our Industrial School,
is so much lightened when instances like the above-mentioned are
brought before us in proof that our humble labours are not in vain in
the Lord. The testimonies in regard to the book, " Walks and Tal1cs
with Jesus," have encouraged us to go on "sowing beside all waters,"
leaving results with the Lord.-ED.]
A NOTABLE EXAMPLE.
THUS writes a correspondent, in her eighty-second year, under date
September 18th, 1886:-

To the Edit01' of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-Just a word of grateful thanks for your supply of little
books. If my life be spared a little longer, they will be all dispersed
to many parts of the world. It has been my work in the Lord's
vineyard for sixty years of my long life-eighty-two nearly.
Believe me, yours gratefully,
Devizes.
A. G.
IN deciding questions of truth and duty, remember that the wrong
side has a crafty and powerful advocate in your own heart.
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" ACCORDING."
(Continued Jt'cm page 513.)

4. OUR next order of thought will be, redemption and forgiveness"In whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of
sins" (Eph. i. 7).
Redemption supposes captivity and slavery, and is a deliverance out
of it. God's elect by nature are in bondage to sin, Satan, and the
law, but, through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, they ar;, redeemed
from all iniquity, ransomed out of the hands of him that was stronger
than they, and freed from the law, its bondage, and conrlemnation.
The Lord being our near Kinsman, it became His by right to redeem
His chosen people; but this was by the shedding of His precious blood,
as the ransom or redemption price, in the garden and on the cross;
and it is a sweet thought, and seems to secure our union to our
blessed Lord in closer and more endearing bonds of love, that it is His
precious blood, it being not only the same blood with those who are
redeemed, but the blood of a pure and innocent Person who is truly
and properly God as well as Man. And then follows the inestimable
blessing that comes by it and along with it-" the forgiveness of sins"
-all sins, original and actual, past, present, and to come, and this
through the blood of Christ, which was shed for the same. And it is
according to the riches of His grace, for God, of His rich grace,
found the ransom price (Job xxxiii. 24), and gave His Son, our
Lord, as a Ransom for many; and how much soever it cost Christ to
procure redemption and pardon, they are free to His people, who are
redeemed without money and price of theirs, and whose sins are
forgiven for Christ's sake.
"Every man must be convinced of his personal need of Christ's
death, that ever expects to get any good thereby. They sing His
praise eternally, because they eternally feel the virtue of His blood."

-E. Tmil.
"Redemption by blood and righteousness-it is finished. It reacheth
through all time and ail eternity. Grace, yea, the riches of grace,
provides the remedy, and grace accepts its own providing. Redemption
purchaseth not our sonship, for that was from all eternity, but redemption purchaseth our pardon, when, as children, we had sinned and
come short of God's glory."-Hctwker.
" The Lord, in the day of His anger, did lay
Our sins on the Lamb, and He bore them away;
He died to atone for our sins, not His own;
The Father hath punished for us His dear Son.
" Love moved Him to die-on this we rely;
Our Jesus hath loved us, we cannot tell why;
But this we can tell-He loved us so well
As to lay down His life to redeem us from hell."

5. Our next order of thought is, "the mystery of His will "-" Havillg
made known unto us the mystery of His will, according to His good
pleasure which He hath purposed in Himself" (Eph. i. 9).
The more I proceed with the subject of this letter, the greater and
more profound the mystery becomes-not so much so in the Persons of
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the Godhead, so sweetly set forth therein, for that is illimitable, as in
our personal and eternal union to onr Lord, in the mysterious and
mighty truths the subject and testimony unfolds and sets before us. I
am indebted to the learned Dr. GILL for the following remarks on this
portion of our subject, namely, the Gospel which is a ,mystery-a hidden
mystery-the mystery of God and of Ohrist: "The several doctrines of
the Gospel are called the mystery of the kingdom of heaven, such as
the Trinity of the Persons in the Godhead; the union of the two
natures in Ohrist; His Sonship and incarnation; the saints' union and
communion with Him; the work of the Spirit of God upon the soul;
the calling of the Gentiles; the conversion of the Jews; the resurrection
of the dead, and the change of living saints. And the Gospel is the
mystery of the will of God-of His will in saving sinners by Ohristand it declares that He does all things in salvation accordin.g to His
sovereign will and pleasure; chooses, redeems, justifies, pardons, and
calls whom He pleases; and this is made known in the ministry of
the INord, and by the Spirit, as a Spirit of wisdom and revel.l.tion in
the knowledge of Christ and His Gospel, the discovery of which is
'acc01'ding to His good pleasure, which He hath purposed in Himself,'
both with respect to the persons to whom it is made known, and with
respect to the time when He makes it known. Both these are as He
pleases, and as He purposed in His own breast. The Gospel is sent
when and where He has determined within Himself it; shall go, and
persons are called by it acc01'ding to His purpose and grace." Ah! tha
constraining influence and power of divine grace in the mystery of the
Gospel is only savingly known by those who are made experimentally
possessors of its divine power.
"This verse sweetly opens up the mystery of the new covenant in
the mystery of God the Holy Ghost, God the Father choosing, adopting, and accepting 'according to the good pleasure of His will.' God
the Son redeeming the Church was according to the riches of His grace,
and God the Holy Ghost abounding toward us in all wisdom and
prudence, having made known unto us the mystery of His will, was
'according to His good pleasure which He purposed in Himself.' "Hawker.
" Why was I made to hear His voice,
And enter while there's room,
Whilst thousands make a. wretched choice,
And rather starve than come 7"

6. This will lead us on to the next order of thought in this glorious
order of divine revelation and truth, namely, the "inheritance of the
saints in light," and their security in the Lord Jesus Ohrist-" In whom
also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to
the purpose of Him who worketh all things after the counsel of His
own will" (Eph. i. 11).
The predestination of the inheritance, and the glory of it, even our
adorable Lord and Master, and the predestination of the Church in
Him, of which I have been somewhat particular in the third section, is
according to. the counsel, purpose, and sovereign will and pleasure of
God, even our Father. Oh, the mysteries of this will! ""Ve may, and do,
even in this time-state, sometimes by precious faith catch, as it were,
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some glimpses of the home of the Blessed One, and those, "the Church
of the First-born," who are there blessed in Him, but they soon pass
away, leaving a longing of soul for a greater manifestation of the joys
of the redeemed around the throne j but the full development of heaven's
glories is left for the breaking forth of the glorious resurrection
morning of eternal day, when we shall see our adorable Lord, be made
like unto Him, and enjoy the full glories of His presence, and that for
evermore.
" I love the windows of Thy grace,
Through which my Lord is seen,
And long to see my Saviour's face
Without a glass between."
" For ever with the Lord,
Amen, so let it be."
(To oe continued.)

THE ROUGH, BUT THE RIGHT, PATH TO THE KINGDOM.

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-I am vile; and at times such a sense of sin
and loneliness cometh upon me that I cannot but fear as I pass through
the cloud (1). My heart faileth me to write you those things I would
wish, for my adversary, the devil, worketh very hard to persuade me
that I am nothing but a deceiver and deceived, and th . oner or later,
I shall be made manifest" a vessel of wrath, fitted for destruction" (2).
Often, when I have written warmly to you and to others, he hath caused
me to destroy my letters, and all my labour to be as nought (3). Even
so now-this is my second letter to you on this occasion. The Lord
God-Jesus-alone Imoweth the internal conflict of doubts and fears
which I so continuously pass through. Not one single inch of undisputed
ground will Satan allow me to pass over. Again and again do I know
the literal meaning of the words "retracing and renewing." Outwardly,
my tribulations are compamtively small (4,), and innumerable mercies and
bles3ings have surrounded me all my days; yet, notwithstanding all
this, I well know that it is
" Through much tribulation," within or without,
Through many a storm of fear and doubt,
Through many a wave of worldly woe,
Must every Christian soldier go.
" Through much tribulation" the race it is run,
Bearing the cross ere the crown is won;
The bitter must come before the sweet,
Before the "Lamb of God" we eat.
" Through much tribulation" the path unto life
Is one successive scene of strife;
Bastards, indeed, may escape the rod,
But Satan hates the child of God.

Yet-

" Through much tribuJation," if called, we are sure,
.
Kept by the power of God, to endure;
Then sweetly endeavour each moment to trace
Our election, proceeding from so)!ereign grace.
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Surely, one "dead in his trespasses and sins" would never conflict
thus, neither hunger and thirst after that blessed righteousness, so far
removed from our own filthy rags, as I know I do. What then ~ I
must be quickened, and I am being" led," and I shall be "fed" (5),
and Satan knows it, too. Was it he who first" commanded the light to
shine out of darkness in my heart, to give me the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ " ~ (2 Cor. iv. 6.)
Is it he who, for the last thirteen years, has been literally verifying the
truth as it is written in the four succeeding verses ~ Surely not, except
so far as an instrument in the hand of Almighty God. He is too subtle
to thus divide against himself, and bring his house about his ears (6).

o

sin! sin! whence thou art we know not,
But, alas! thou art here,
Bringing death and destruction to all,
Both far and near.
Born under condemnation, if saved, 'twill be by g1'ace;
Let us each one, then, endeavour our own salvation trace;
Shut up in unbelief, we blindly follow the lead,
Esteeming natural wisdom more than spiritual need.
Outside the covenant" ordered in all things, and sure,"
There is no foundation given for the soul to rest secure.
.'Tis a covenant of peace, for, before the world began,
We were chosen in Christ Jesus our Saviour, God and Man.
He came, our Substitute-Redeemer-our All in all !
His C~11 .J it was fore-ordained, even before the fall.
The tilul!~ in which "we live, and move, and have our being,"
Were all predestinated, God fore-seeing.
Most solemn truth! yet one which all men reject
Save they who are of that glorious number, God's elect.
Yea, even they, until divinely taught,
Set aside this glorious doctrine as a thing of nought;
But, when the Holy Spirit convinceth man of sin,
He groans beneath his lost estate, and fain would enter inFain would, yet his utter helplessness, bis human will,
Is powerless to obtain; he must sit still.
"In quietness and confidence" his strength it is revealed,
And ,. the truth, as it is in Jesus," no longer is concealed.
Oh, ble.sed truth-" by grace, tlwottgh faith, the gift of God,"
We are saved, and rest our soul upon redemption in Christ's blood.
Oh, covenant of grace, sweet thou art indeed!
But sweeter far the grace of the covenant in need.
The hungry soul is blessed in its righteousness and thirst;
Sinners, come to Jesus ! there is welcome for the worstWblcome for the weary, for all who need His skillYes, free to all who hear the call-'tis "whosoever will."
Come, do you still reject the Lord of life and love 1
Or are you now made willing by His Spirit from above 1
Dost thou not feel the venom '/-" the sting of death is sin "Hast thou not one desire for the good work to begin 1
Not one desire to loolG to Jesus on the cross 1
Alas! too late thou'lt see how great and awful is thy loss!
'Tis God alone doth quicken whomsoever He will ;
We ca.n only" preach" the Gospel and" be still."
Why He calleth one, and passeth by another,
'Tis because He will. Who ad thou, my brothm'?
Grieved, I simply say, "Let that a.lone for ever.".
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God be with you, dear Dr. DOUDNEY, and" when 'tis well with thee
remember me."
Your unworthy correspondent,
Octobe1' 19th, 1886.
J. N.
P.S.-Read this morning's " Portion" in MASON'S " Spiritual
Treasury."
REPLY.
(1.) You" pass through the cloud." Then you are not overwhelmed
or destroyed by it; and is not this a mercy 1 Akin to that which
led the Psalmist to exclaim, "By this I know that Thou favourest me,
because mine enemy doth not triumph over me," the which he would
.
soon do, had he the opportunity.
(2.) You are by no means the first that has had the same fears, or
to whom the great adversary has made the like suggestions. How-ever, were you" nothing but a deceiver and deceived," instead of being
t he subject of fear about it, you would be reposing in a self-satisfied
Pharisaic hypocrisy j and your state as much differs from this as light
from darkness.
,
(3.) Ah! the enemy triumphs then.
Nothing pleases him better
than when he can gain his ends by leading to the withholding or
<1estroying the testimony that has the praises of J ehovah for its object.
(4.) You say, dear brother, that "outwardly, your tribulations are
.compamtively small." This, in measure, will account for the inward conflict of which you are the su1ject, for undoubtedly you are personally
familiar with the fact that, in some way or other, there is "a need
be that we should be in heaviness," from some trial, temptation, affliction, or privation, or other j and why 1 For the "trial of our faith,"
~nd that thus and thus we should be perpetually reminded that "this
is not our rest j it is polluted."
Doubtless you are well acquainted
with the lines" Shall Simon bear the cross alone,
And all the rest go free 1
No; there's a cross for everyone;
And there is one for thee."

Personally, even with our little finite knowledge, we are often struck
with the variety and the peculiar character of the trials and afflictions
{)f the Lord's people, especially at the present time, when we are persuaded that the Lord visits His people with trouble and exercise
()t' some sort, in order to keep them in their proper place, that is,
aloof from the world, and separate and distinct from those who are
<:arried away by the vain, superficial, and sensational practices of the
so-called religious world.
(5.) Ah! to be sure. You well answer your own inquiries. A mere
automaton-professor would never realize, but be an utter stranger to,
those ups and downs, joys and sorrows, hopes and fears, trials and
triumphs, of which you speak All such denote the 'Old beaten track
to the kingdom, by which myriads now before the throne have travelled,
and which myriads are still traversing towards the sEilf-same eternal
inheritance.
(6.) Well does the great enemy know that" a house divided against
itself cannot stand."
N othiug plea!3es him better than the di~covery
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of a poor creature at ease in a fleshly repose, carnal satisfaction, or a
Pharisaic activity. He has no objection to such being" up and doing,"
if so be the course is pursued ·upon fleshly, free-will grounds. On the
contrary, if he discovers a "shaking among the dry bones," a stirring
up of the creature-nest, a concern, a discomfort, and dissatisfaction as to
previous resting-places and former shelter and security-then, then it
is that
" Satan trembles when he sees
The weakest saint upon his knees."
Brother, have you not long sympathised with the statement" But more the treacherous calm I dread
Than tempests bursting o'er my head" 7
THE EDITOR.

HOPING AGAINST HOPE.
To the EelitOI" of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-Surely God is teaching me Himself
" Not to trust the sweetest frame,
But wholly lean on Jesus' name."
One has so many fears whether experience is only head-knowledge, and
not heart-knowledge, though God has given such gracious manifestations
of love-so many fears whether one's trust is in feeling, rather than
in the precious Saviour Himself. When Satan cannot tempt with
trust in one's own merits-when God has opened the eyes to see how
very worthless, and worse than worthless, they are-then he assails
with doubt whether one really has an interest in Christ, or only
deceiving one's self after all. Yet, reading the experience of others now
in glory, they
" Once struggled hard, as we do now,
With sins, and doubts, and fears."
So the path of fear is a well-trodden path, but oh, so dishonouring on my part to the patient Saviour! How kind of Him to assure
again and again so tenderly, "My sheep shall never perish. Be of
good cheer: I have overcome the world"; and many like sweet words
which the Holy Spirit applies so lovingly to the heart, after so much
sinful distrust. Well, He knows our weakness. He has felt all the
clog of the flesh, and "was in all points tried as we are."
I heard of your preaching last week on "This Same Jesus." I haveoften thought of those words, and all their beautiful significance.
What bliss it will be to be with Him where He is, amid fulness of joy
for evermore! No interruption of sin or fear there.
With much Christian love, believe me, dear Dr. DOUDNEY,
Yours very gratefully and affectionately,
A. P.
REASON is God's candle in man; but as a candle must first be lighted,
so reason must be illuminated by divine grace before it can savingly
discern spiritual things.
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LOSS OF THE MAIL-PACKET VIOLET, IN THE YEAR
1857.
[WE have received the annexed letter in regard to the above calamity.
In the June Number of Old Jonathan for that' year, an illustration of
the loss of the Violet was given, together with our late dear friend
Capt. KNOCKER'S letter. We shall rejoice if any, of our readers have
votes, or can obtain them, on behalf of the candidate. It will be
seen, however, that no time can be lost, as the election takes place on
the 3rd inst. As this number of the Magazine will be in the hands of
many of our subscribers some days before that date, we trust this
appeal will not be in vain.-En.J

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR Sm,-My sister, Mrs. HEWITT, informs me that, as Capt.
KNOCKER was, in years past, intimately known to you, it might advance the prospect of obtaining a pension of £20 a year for the now
anxious one, if such (CHARLOTTE MORTLEMAN'S) case were brought
under your kindly notice. I am only too willing, in as few words as
possible, to comply with my sister's request, by sending the few particulars
regarding the merits of the case, as they appear in "An Appeal" in
the Hampshire Post-a paper which accompanies this letter to you j
when, as I shall thus have laid before you, my dear sir, the only information given me, you will 'see further, by the printed application
herewith enclosed, the desire of her friends is, to obtain votes of the
subscribers to the United Kingdom Beneficent Association on CHARLOTTE
MOltTLEMAN'S behalf.
I am, dear sir, yours faithfully,
Lipho07c; Hants, October 4th, 1886.
WM. STEVENS.
P.S.-I may here state that, if the applicant, who has now polled
eleven votes only, obtain not fifty at the coming election, on the 3rd
November next, her name will be removed from the list of candidates.
Her age is fifty-three.
AN APPEAL.
,
To the Edit01' of the "Hampshire Post."
Sm,-As a subscriber to your paper, I venture to beg your insertion of
the following in an early issue of the Hampshire Post.
It appears that CHARLoT'rE MORTLElIUN, the daughter of a mail-guard
who, while on duty, lost his life on the Goodwin, Sands, on January 5th,
1857, will, on the decease of her aged mother, who is now eighty-four
years of age, be left entirely destitute unless, through the kindness of
the subscribers to the United Kingdom Beneficent Society, which is under
the patronage of Her Most Gracious Majesty the Queen, &c., she can
obtain a pension from such Society. On the loss of the Violet, mailpacket, in the above year, I am informed that the friends of her wido~ed
mother sought and obtained a small pension for the bereaved one; but
probably, as none of your readers are aware of the circumstances of the
case, it may not be out of place to refer to Captain KNOCKER'S interest on
her behalf in his own words. In January, 1857, he wrote as follows to
th'l Editor of the Times;"SrR,-I feel confident you will find room for this communication. This
sorrowful disaster [the loss of the Violet, mail-packet], attended with the
death of all on board, is patent to everybody; and an extensive feeling of
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sympathy is displaying itself by contributions for assistance to the sixteen
widows and forty. three fatherless children produced by it. But the circumstance of the mail-bags coming to hand is calculated to interest the mercantile public, to some of whom the contents may be of immense importance.
The bags are always in the custody of an officer in the service of the Post
Office; and when put on board, they are deposited in a secure place below,
and the key remains in the possession of this mail-guard. On this eventful
occasion, an active and zealous officer, who had been many years in the
service, named JOSEPH YlILLIAM MORTLEMAN, had charge of them; and,
although certain death was before him, it appears he must have opened
the depository, and brought out the bags-perhaps to the upper deck-as
the only chance, by floating, of their reaching home. Without this con-'
siderate conduct, the probability is, they would now lie buried in the sand,
for the fore-part of the vessel was seen, two days afterwards, lying buried
in the sand up to her upper deck. Mr. MORTLEMAN has left to bewail
their loss a widow and ten children, two of whom are entirely, and one
other partially, dependent on her, as well as an aged father, while she
finds herself in an entirely destitute condition.
"If any who may have been benefited by his devotedness should be
desirous of giving a thank-offering to his widow, I should be happy to be
the medium of conveying it to her; and, in order to impart confidence, in these
days of imposition, I will mention my position in society, as well as state
that I can be heard of at the London and County Bank, 21, Lombard
Street, where also contributions may be paid for my credit at this place.
"I am, sir, your obedient servant,
"(Signed) JOHN B. KNOCKER, Captain R. N.,
"Dover, January 10th, 1857."
"Justice of the Peace for Dover.
The next paper relates to the finding of the mails (on the day following
their loss) at Folkestone, and is as follows :"RECOVERY OF THE MAILS PER 'VIOLET.'-The attention of the receivers
of letters sent by this unfortunate vessel, and the mercantile community
generally, is directed to the meritorious conduct of the mail-officer on
board, who, by his devotedness to the charge entrusted to his care, succeeded in ensuring the safety of the mails, notwithstanding that his own
life was sacrificed.-See Captain KNOCKER'S letter in the Times, .January
13th, 1857."
If, therefore, Mr. Editor, through your instrumentality, the case of the
daughter, CHARLOTTE MORTLEMAN, can be advanced by your insertion of
these facts, your kindn61ss would be lastingly remembered by her, as well
as thankfully acknowledged by
Your obedient servant,
WM. STEVENS.
The Squa?'e, Liphoo7c, Hants, Seplembe?' 27th, 1886.
The case of Miss CHAl~LOTTE MogTLEMAN is personally known to,
and urgently recommended by, the Rev. T. J. GASTER, All Saints'
Vicarage, Oamberwell; the Rev. J. FOSTEg, Lansdowne Road, Olapham
Road; B. DUKE, Esq., Windmill House, Olapham Oommon; JOHN
EASTTY, Esq" Hibernia Ohambers, London Bridge; O. J. TyggELL, Esq.,
Belstead, Bolingbroke Grove, Wandsworth Oommon; GEORGE OAMPION,
Esq., 38, Tressillian Road, St. John's, S.E. Proxies will be kindly
received by any of the above, and also by the Oandidate, 14, Alpha
Street, Ohoumert Road, Peckham, London, S.E.
THm strongest man in the family of God is the man who feels he
cannot go one step but as the Lord upholds him.-K1'ause.
2 z :l
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A DREAM AND ITS INTERPRETATION.-DELAYS NOT
DENIALS.

To the Editor of the Gospel Magaz'ine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEy,-Reading an account of a dream in the Old
Jonathan, the November number, I determined to send you the
following account of my dream, having been many times previously
prompted to do so, humbly hoping it may be of some comfort to you,
as I think it nothing but right that you should know that the Lord
blesses your ministry to His people.
Some few months ago, upon a Wednesday, I was very much indisposed, from toothache and rheumatics in the head, which are very
distressing to flesh and blood; and I began to think how hard it was
to bear, especially as, during the space of twenty-five years, I have only
had to absent myself from business a few hours from indisposition.
Oh, what cause for gratitude and thankfulness to my heavenly Father
for such mercies J But, when we are in the least deprived of them,
what hard thoughts we have of our God, though He says that He
"doth not afflict willingly," but "whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth."
Well, I strove to get through the day, and was right glad in the
evening to return home for rest j but none could I get, owing to my
disquieted member. I then resolv~d to retire to bed, hoping to get
relief in sleep-that boon which our God has bestowed upon man-but
I was disappointed, for I experienced that night that which I am quite
unaccustomed to-a sleepless night.
I then began to think it was very hard j and my poor head was distracted. How one did pity one's self! and I twisted and turned from
one side to the other, and yet could get no rest or relief. But yet
I had some assurance that my God had a why and wher~fore for thus
afflicting me, His poor dust, and believed that it would work together
for my good. My dear wife inquired time after time if I had been
to sleep. My answer was, " Oh, no! My poor head!" And yet I had
been silently looking to the Great Head for relief, but it had noL
come.
About four o'clock in the morning I fell into a delightful sleep,
and dreamt I was in St. Luke's Church, and you were in the pulpit.
You were about to give out a: hymn, but said, " That won't do. vVe will
try this," and that was an instrument you held in your hands, resembling two round stones, with handles to them, like Oriental millstones j
and from them you produced the most delightful music I ever heard.
It was soothing beyond description. It was grand. I was delighted
and enraptured with its sweet and melodious sounds.
I awoke, and behold it was a dream. The question was again asked
if I had been to sleep. I replied, "Oh, yes! Dr. DOUDNEY has
sent me to sleep, for I have been down to St. Luke's, and heard
him play a delightful music."
What a change I had undergone! I was relieved of all pain, and
my mind toned down to a calm, and likewise full of gratitude and
thankfulness to Him who had seen fit to so graciously hear my cry.
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When I arose that morning, I felt quite unfit for the worry of
the day, and it was suggested to my mind that I should have to
absent myself from business that day; and I really thought it would
be wise to do so. But I made a bold resolve that I would go, trust,;ing in my God, who hath said, "As thy days, so shall thy strength be."
I arrived at business one hour late, but was wonderfully helped
through the day, feeling at the end much better than when I started,
,and could indeed ~aise my "Ebenezer."
It was Thursday night, when it is my happy privilege to go into
St. Luke's and listen to your voice, which I always hail with pleasure,
as I have so many times had a lift by the way in so doing.
I felt strongly tempted to return home this evening without going to
<:hurch, as I felt so very cold, and something said it would not be right
to sit in a cold church, feeling thus. But then again the thought
came, "Have you not been helped through the day, for which you
have felt so thankful 1 And should you not honour your God by going
to His house 1"
I entered the church. The hymn was being sung. Then the preacher
offered up prayer, which came home to my heart, as it often does.
Then you gave out your text-" Blessed is the people that know the joyful sound: they shall walk, 0 Lord, in the light of Thy countenance.
In Thy name shall they rejoi~e all the day" (Psa. lxxxix. 15, IQ).
Y Oll may somewhat understand what I felt when you gave out those
words. I was surprised, and wondered what it all meant. I sat and
heard you with profound delight. It seemed all for me; it so answered
to what had been passing through my mind. My body felt as cold as
a stone, yet there was a glow in the heart, and joy unspeakable. God
knows what I felt and realized that evening. I thought of my dream
that morning. I likewise had the earnest to a certain matter that I
had taken to the throne of grace. Time after time, petition after
petition had I filed, and yet no answer had come.
In the course of your sermon you made use of this expression"Delays are not denials," which filled me with hope. I had done all
in my power, from' a human point of view, to obtain my desire; had
turned every stone, and once or twice my achievement seemed so complete that I felt sure of success. But I was to be disappointed; and,
forgetting that I had put the case into the hands of my Lord, I began
to blame myself and others for my non-success. Then again the thought
would come, "But you have put the matter into the hands of your
God, who is 'wonderful in counsel,' and 'able to do exceedingly above
that we can ask or think,' therefore, it is for you to watch and wait."
And whilst going on in this way, week after week, month after month,
your words from the pulpit have been such lift3 and encouragement to
me, that God only knows how much I prize the opportunity to listen
to your voice.
Sometimes, when you have been setting forth the completeness of
God's eternal scheme of salvation for every poor sinner who has been
brought by the mighty power of God the Holy Ghost to put his trust
in the Lord Jesus as his Saviour, I have feIt such divine power
accompany the word, and such joy, as to feel lifted above all timethings, and have fully determined to drop you a line, to let you' know
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how you have been blessed to me; and then the devil says, " You had
better not. You will only trouble the Doctor. He ,has plenty to read
without your poor letters"; and the resolve has fallen to the ground.
But I feel I must do so now, in honour of my God, as He has granted
me my desire, the earnest of which you were made the instrument OE
conveying to me on the evening of which I have been speaking.
At times I felt as sure that I should get the thing asked for as I
was of my own existence, as I did on that evening.
And here again I must allude to the benefit I have derived underyour ministry. I have said to many, "The Doctor never offends my
ears from the pulpit, for, thank God, I can follow him in measure into
all the departments of truth, feeling that 'one thing I do know-that
whereas I was blind, now I see"'; and I often speak of you and your
words to others, and how I love to hear you tell out your troubles
and deliverances.
My prayer is, that our God will yet spare you to proclaim His mighty
Gospel, and "strengthen you with might in the inner man" for His
work, and 'that, in watering others, your own soul may be abundantly
watered. And, if this letter to you should give you the least encouragement in your labour of love, my end is obtained, and my desire
granted.
I remain, yours, dear Doctor, in covenant bonds,
Tottel'down, Bl'istol, Novembel' 30th, 1885.
J. W.
REPLY.

During our Editorship, we have often been struck with the very
timely way in which letters have come to hand which have indeed
proved to be helps by the way. Many times this and that correspondent has expressed his or her determination to write at certain times
and seasons, but, from some cause or other, has been deterred therefrom.
After a time, however, scruples have been overcome, or hindrances
removed, and we have commonly found that such communications have
reached us at the right time-just when they were specially neededso that the delay has been overruled to the praise and glory of Him
who :regulates all in such infinite wisdom and boundless love.
At other times, communications have come to hand when, the space
being pre-occupied, as far as the requirements of the forthcoming
number of the Magazine were concerned, such communications have had
to stand over for a longer or shorter period. When, however, such
are looked up, as in regard to a correspondent, as before remarked,
writing just at the right time, so with respect to the looking up this
or that communication which has been held over.
Now, such most aptly applies to the article which precedes these
remarks. By the date, we perceive that it has occupied its little niche,
awaiting insertion, for no less than ten months; but, even after such
delay, it has turned up at the right time, for it found us laid aside
upon the sick-list, and debarred from the sweet privilege of preaching.
Hence the hearel' has turned yreachel', and the pl'eaChel' has become
j'eadel', and much refreshed and cheered has he been by the testimony
thus so timely coming hefore him. It has proved, therefore, that
"delays are not denials." We may add, moreover, that, in harmony
with our dear correspondent, we have known what it was to bring
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IN MEMORIAM.-THE REVEREND HENRY BARNE.
From the "English Churchman."
THE name of HENRY BARNE has long been known in many Christian
households throughout England, and, now that he has ceased from his
labours, it will still be cherished by his numerous friends, awakening
fragrant memories of the loving face, the gentle word, and the Christian
life, of the departed saint, and kindling renewed hope in the gracious
promise that" them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with
Him." But such a life ought not to close without a few words of
affectionate record, testifying first to the grace of God; and, secondly,
to the graces, as well as the talents and labours, of His servant.
The Rev. HENRY BARNE was the youngest son of a Tiverton banker;
and, after receiving his earlier education at the famous Blundell's
School, he gained. a scholarship at Exeter College, Oxford, where he
graduated with honours, taking a second class in the year 1835. This
date will remind many readers of an eventful period in the history of
the English Church, as the seed of future Tractarianism, Ritualism,
and Romanism was then sown, or, to borrow an expression of the late
Dr. PUSEY, the bulb was then planted. Amongst the contemporaries
of HENRY BARNE at Oxford were Lord SELBORNE, Lord CARDWELL,
Mr. WARD (afterwards known as "Ideal WARD "), and other men of
mark whose acquaintance he there formed. The rising controversies of
the day exerted an influence upon his mind, and, leaving Oxford with
a prejudice against Evangelical men, he became Curate of St. Mary's,
Taunton, where, as he afterwards declared, he taught a form of
baptismal regeneration, and regarded Nonconformists as schismatics and
evil-doers, who could not properly be recognized in spiritual work. Laid
aside by a serious illness, he was impressed by the faithful words of
a true friend, which led to the study of the Bible, and became the
means of greater light and new life.
The Curate had scarcely
returned to his sphere of duty, before his sermons produced the belief
that he had undergone a change; and this was true, for a change indeed had taken place which" needed not to be repented of," and which,
through well-nigh fifty years of further ministerial life, "shone more and
more unto the perfect day."
We next find Mr. BARNE acting as Curate of Seend, one of the
ChapeJries connected with the Vicarage of Melksham, then held by the
Rev. GEORGE .SHULDHAM HUME, the grandson of a former Bishop of
Salisbury. At Seend the ministry of Mr. BARNE was much blessed,
and there he gathered around him a host of sympathising friends,
concerning whom it may be said that the greater part have been
gathered unio their rest, but some are alive and remain until this day.
In the social circle, or in private converse with individuals, by the
wayside or in the formal meeting, in the drawing-room or in the
cottage, to the prosperous or to the afflicted, Mr. BARNE was enabled
to speak words of wisdom, and his testimony was Christ. While at
Seend he attracted the attention of the Simeon Trustees, and, at their
call, in the year 1851, became :Vicar of Faringdon; an important parish
in the county of Berks and in the diocese of Oxford, with a consi-
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derable, population, but a small vicarial income.
There he laboured until
the year 1880-not because uninvited to other benefices, but because unable
to see the way open for a removal; and so the best part of life, from thirtyei~~t to sixty-seven years of age, was spent at that place. And what was his
mmlstry ? One uniform declaration of the great doctrines and principles
upon which Evangelical teaching must be grounded-the complete fall and
r.uin of man in Adam, free and complete redemption in Christ, the inspiratIOn and sufficiency of Holy Scripture, the need of the new birth, the
efficacy of the Holy Spirit's work in the soul, the fruit and evidence of a
consistent life, the continued struggle with indwelling sin, but the certainty
of final preservation and ultimate victory for the believing people of God.
Ani this teaching was marked by divine approval in the calling and conversion
of sinners and the building up of God's people, and sometimes, alas! in
arousing opposition on the part of His enemies. Survivors testify that
their obligation to their late pastor does not' terminate with his life; and,
ev.en after the lapse of so many years, a few remain who, having valued his
~mistry at Seend, followed the minister to Faringdon. But parochial duties
dId 'not prevent other important services, as the records of the British and
Forfilign Bible Society, the Church Missionary Society, the Church Pastoral
Aid Society, the Jews' Society, and other institutions would abundantly
• prove. As a member of a deputation he was invaluable, enlivening the
m~e.ting with apt illustration or telling anecdote, and never failing to teach
spmtuallessons while unfolding the object and operations of a favourite society.
Not only upon the platform, but in the families who entertained him, was
his advocacy most valuable, and that not merely by word, but by the unspoken
language of a kind and genial, but always Christian cheerfulness, which made
its mark upon children and servants, as well as fathers and mothers. Great
was the enjoyment of the labourer when the Bible Society and the Church
Missionary Society elected .him a Life Governor for services rendered, and he
frequ~ntly declared that no ,ecclesiastical dignity could have given such
pleasure to him. But episcopal patronage did not reach him. In the cold
shade of disfav:our he passed through the episcopate of Bishop WILBEREORCE,
and, although he never had reason to complain of any unkind treatment by
the present Bishop, no honour in the shape of a Canonry, Honorary Canonry,
or even a Rural Deanery, was ever bestowed upon him. His reward was not in
these things. Sometimes, in the days of Bishop WILBERFORCE, opposed by a
kI!-0t of people with High Church tendencies, who were countenanced by the
BIShop, the Vicar found his position a trying one, but he held on his way.
Obliged to watch carefully during the restoration of his church, he prevented
any sacramentarian innovations, and in after years he would recount the story
of the way in which he found the reading-desk turned at right angles on the
eve'of the re-opening by the Bishop; how he forthwith informed the advocates
of the change th~t the desk must be placed in the old position, or the service
could not be held; how all was pleasantly resolved; how, upon young persons
crossing their hands to receive the bread at the Lord's Supper,' he has gently
repeated the word, "Take," and has secured the desired result; and how,
while he was a strenuous supporter of the Church Missionary Society, the
Bishop entered the parish to address meetings of the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, which the Vicar did not attend. A combination of
faitlifulness and gentleness, with continual pray'er, overcame many difficulties,
and'the people of Faringdon never suspected the extent to which the walk
around their well-known clump of firs, and other spots, 'were consecrated by
a few words of prayer, when two or three close friends enjoyed the repose
and the scenery of the quiet country.
In the year 1880, Mr. BARNE removed to Clifton, where he had formed
man.y warm friendships, during his visits on behalf of the societies already
mentioned, and as a member of the Western Clerical and Lay Association
for the Maintenance of Evangelical Principles, and also by attending the
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Clifton Conference, at which he was highly valued through a long course of
years.
He fearlessly committed himself to distinctive movements of this
character, and did not shrink from the platforms of the Church Association
or other Protestant societies; nor did he, while wielding the sword, fail to
use the trowel likewise, for, long before the introduction of such words as
"missioners," he was ever ready to preach the Gospel in connection with
the Church Home Mission, and at services of various kinds.
Those who
have known the more decidedly Evangelical clergy, are well aware that it is
unfair to represent them as ignoring Evangelistic work. They were" instant
in season and out of season."
And, while other men gave way, Mr. ~ARNE stood firm, setting forth the
old doctrine with increasing clearness, retaining the simple but reverent and
spiritual service of our Evangelical fathers, and delighting to appear before
his people as an old-fashioned preacher, in his gown and bands. He laboured
on after leaving Faringdon, first by rendering gratuitous help to many overworked clergy of Bristol, and afterwards by taking charge of the Hensman
Memorial Church, for his old friend the Rev. TALBOT GREAVES, who had
been appointed to the Vicarage of Clifton. Up to Sunday, September 26th,
Mr. BARNE preached, but before the next Sunday he was seized with illness,
and, although apparently recovering, and hoping to resume his work on
October 17th, he was suddenly taken to his rest on the morning of the
14th, and now his remains have been laid in the churchyard of Faringdon,
amidst one universal testimony to the respect with which his ministrations
are remembered.
And so another is added to the" great cloud of witnesses." It is yet greater
and greater. The" wherefore" of the Apostle is emphasized to those who
remain after beholding the end of God's faithful servants. Mr. BARNE was
not destitute of the feelings common to human nature. He could have appreciated a Bishop's smiles and confidences, and yet he was able to c, count
all things but loss for the knowledge of Christ Jesus his Lord." When
friends spoke to him of unrequited services, he would sometimes reply that
it was not necessary for him to die with any ecclesiastical position or honour,
but it was necessary for him to be faithful.
The rare cheerfulness and
thoughtful sympathy which this view of his own position enabled him to
manifest will not be easily forgotten. Only at the recent Clifton Conference,
a well-known clergyman gratefully recalled an interview which occurred
shortly after the speaker's ordination, when Mr. BAR NE, warmly shaking the
hand of his younger friend, said, "You will sometimes be weary in the
Master's work, but may you never be weary of it."
And, even in this world, God gave many compensations. As Chaplain to
the late Earl of RADNOR, and also as Chaplain to the High Sheriff of the
county, Mr. BARNE was recognised by laymen, while deeply-attached clerical
and lay friends abounded in all parts of the country. In the diocese of
Oxford he was closely associated with such clergy as Mr. CURME, for many
years Vicar of Sandford, and with such laymen as Mr. MARTIN SUTTON, of
Reading; while, in other places, he enjoyed unalloyed friendship with the
late Mr. WALKER, of Bristol, Dr. DOUDNEY, yet remaining with us, and
other like-minded men, too numerous for particular mention.
We do not represent that our departed brother was perfect. No; he well
knew the need and the preciousness of sovereign grace, and, at the writer's
last interview with him, he referred to the hymn-'C Grace 'tis a charming
sound," as one in which he specially rejoiced.
He would ever remember
that the glorious "treasure is in earthen vessels," and that "the excellency
of the power is of God and not of man." Still there was a bright light
shining for many years, and the Gospel was commended by "the beauty of
holiness."
And thus, with heaving heart and tearful eye, we say "Adieu!" but only
"until the day break and the shadows flee away," for then assuredly our
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beloved friend will "shine" as one who has turned many to righteousness.
Even so he will be eager to shout, "Grace unto it!" and to sing the new
song of praise, "Unto Him who loved us, and washed us from our sins in
Ris own blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto God and His
Father."

From one who was present, we hear that the scene at the funeral
of our beloved departed friend was most striking. N early every shop
was closed, and the blinds of private houses drawn down. Numbers
flocked to the town from the adjoining villages and neighbourhood.
The church was crowded to excess. Men of hoar hairs were seen in
tears. These facts prove the esteem and regard in which the deceased
was held, and is the more marked in that his labours had ceased, and
he had left the parish for nearly six years. This, therefore, gives a
negative to the statement that true "Evangelicalism" is dying out.
By no means.
With a cheerfulness and geniality that can never be forgotten, our
dear departed friend held with tenacious grasp the precious doctrines
of the Gospel. His heart glowed with them. He stood by his Master
and his Master stood by him. Scholar as he was, and maintaining
himself by his tutorship for some time after passing his college course
at Oxford, we remember his stating, in St. Luke's pulpit, that he
would sooner take the testimony of some humble but Spirit-taught
father in Christ, or mother in Israel, than consult, in a spiritual and
doctrinal point of view, the men of highest literary repute in either
Cambridge or Oxford.
Who can forget the warmth and affection of his pulpit statements
or his platform addresses 1 How loving! How genial! How did the
man forget himself in his zeal for his Master and anxiety for the
promotion of His cause and kingdom! Like dear SAMUEL ABRAHAM
WALKER before him, the beloved HENRY BARNE could never bear to
say "No" when his services were asked, if by any possibility he could
give the ready "Yes." Often have we remonstrated with him on
account of his undertaking, at his advanced years, to walk long distances
to and from churches where his labours were purely gratuitous. Not'
only would he decline remuneration, but even the use of a conveyance.
We perfectly well remember his telling us, ere yet he had severed
himself from his old and such lengthened associations at Faringdon,
that he had serious thoughts of doing so, in order that he might come
to Clifton , and render gratuitous aid wherever and whenever asked to
do so. Such was the man! We have lost a friend and brother indeed,
the fac-simile of whom is most rarely to be met with in this poor
selfish, sin-steeped world.
We are sure that our readers will unite with us in earnest prayer
that the Lord our God would be specially mindful of the widow and
the three little fatherless children. Mrs. BARNE has been called to
encounter a dreadful wrench, shall we say 1-yea, it was more like the
rending of a limb from her own frail body. Who can conceive of
finding a prostr'Lte husband either in the act of drawing, or having
drawn, his last breath 1 She has, however, the consolation of knowing
that, instead of her beloved one labouring under a long, exhausting,
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and wearisome illness, he who was in the act of stepping into his bath
stepped 'into heaven! What a transition! What an inconceivable and
glorious change! "Absent from the body, present with the Lord."
THE EDITOR.

IN MEMORY OF THE REV. H. BARNE,
WHO SWIFrLY PASSED TO REST ON OCTOBER 14TH, 1886.

OH, silent lips, so mutely eloquent,

Whose latest utterance was the glad resolve
To use recovered strength to tell again
Thil wondrous glories of redemptive loveWhat is the higher blest employment now
Of him who, for more than full fifty years,
Used you in true and faithful ministry
Of God's grand, glorious Gospel of free grace;
Bidding each willing sinner take 1he place
Provided by the act of sovereign love
At Christ's great supper for unworthy guests,
Yet worthy made by Christ's redeeming work 7
Still for our memory beams the pleasant smile
That truly told of kindly thought within;
Still lingers as sweet music on the ear,
The rich-toned voice that spake so tenderly
Of love, that all Christ's followers should bear
One to another in the family bond;
And still there glows a light from that clear eye
Which gazed so much on Christ by earnest faith,
As to reflect on earth a heavenly gleam.
But 'tis alone in love's remembrance now
These still are ours-for he, the pastor true,
Who, by the bed-side of the dying, spake
So fitly of eternal life in Christ,
'
Secured to all made one with Him by faithThis servant of the Lord is passed from earth
With swift, short step to that fair realm beyond
Our mortal ken, but of which faith is sure
It is "to be with Christ "--and better far
, Than even the sweetness of an earthly home,
Furnished with spousal love and children's wiles
Of fond endearment, winning full response.
May the example of his holy life
Quicken our steps to run the heavenly race,
" Looking to Jesus," till we too shall hear,
Each one-" The Master's come, and calls for thee!"

Clifton, Octobm'''19th,

1886.

E. L. T.

HEAVEN beeins on earth.
We must have a foretaste of it hereto
enjoy its fuln~ss hereafter. The Apostle calls it "the earnest of OUI
inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession." To
carry out the figure, it is a small amount of the same kind paid in hand
to assure us of' the full instalment in due time.
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Old Jonathan: the District and Parish Helper. London: W. H. and L.
Collingridge, City Pre3s, Aldersgate Street, KC.
IT affords us no small amount of pleasure to announce the issue of
another volume of this work-the thirtieth. We trust it will he found
to equal its predecessors in interest and attractiveness. We quote the
Preface, which reads as follows:Through the goodness and mercy of the Most High, we are permitted to
complete another volume of this work. In contemplating the fact, we cannot
but be reminded of the caution to "despise not the day of small things."
When the idea was first suggested to the mind-and that by way of a simple
and a sudden thought-how little did we imagine to what that one thought
would lead! From an obscure sea-washed village upon a remote part of the
coast of priest-ridden, poverty-stricken Ireland, through this simple, unpretending medium, words of instruction and edification, caution and counsel,
comfort and encouragement, were to go forth, not through the United
Kingdom merely, but to the length and breadth of the habitable globe.
We thank our God for this. To His great name, and His alone, be all
the praise and glory. We dare not take the veriest iota of credit to ourselves, inasmuch as too much sin and infirmity cleave to our best services
and to our most holy things to admit of the least self-satisfaction. No; a
thousand times no! It is "of Him, and through Him, and to Him are all
things, to whom be glory for ever. Amen."
We trust that the fact of our having thus been enabled to continue this
work may act as a stimulus to others, in regard to their various undertakings.
It has been for very many years a principle with us to watch the leadings
of Divine Providence, with respect to certain movements, tastes, and inclinations upon the part of the young especially. We believe that they bespeak
a capacity and an early indication of adaptation for their future course. In
some instances we have seen a want of regard for/and a practical indifference
to, these signs and tokens of capacity or leadings for life. Such have been
frustrated rather than furthered. What has been the consequence 1 Recklessness and ruin! On the other hand, where the leading and lilcing have
been ascertained, and encouragement and effort have been brought to bear
thereupon, we have again and again seen the happiest and most successful
results.
At the moment of writing, certain characters, both on the one side and
the other, stand out prominently in the eye of the mind. and how marked
is the contrast! On the one hand, the disappointed and defeated have gone
the downward road to destruction; on the other hand, where encouragement
and effort have followed the discovery of the taste and capacity, positions of
prominence and responsibility have been attained. and the requirements of
those positions met in the most efficient, honourable, and satisfactory way.
We speak thus of means and instrumentalities. The Most High has been
pleased to appoint and make use of such. We would not for a moment lose
sight of the all-important fact that "every good gift and every perfect gift
cometh down from the Father of Lights, with whom is no variableness nor
shadow of turning." Neither would we overlook that encouraging Scripture,
"If any man lack wisdom, let him ask of God, who giveth unto all men
liberally, and upbraideth not." .
In addition to the afore-named considerations, well indeed is it for us to
take heed to the exhortation, "Whatsoever thine hand findeth to do, do it
with thy might; for there is no work. nor device, nor knowledge, nor
wisdom, in the, grave, whither thou goest."
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Lettm's to a Mother. With a Brief Sketch of Early Expm·iences. By
G. HAZLERIGG, Minister of Zion' Ohapel, Leicester.
London:
William Wileman.
UNDER ordinary circumstances, "Letters from a Mother to her Son,"
rather than "Letters from a Son to his Mother," would be the order of
things. However, the exception puts the Ohurch of God in possession
of a book of great worth in days so superficial and visionary as
the present. In the brief details of "Experience" which these pages
contain, are relations of the way in which' the Lord the Spirit deals
with such poor sinners as He is pleased to take in hand, in a knowledge
of their own hearts, ~nd in a corresponding knowledge of the depths of the
riches of that grace by which alone a poor sinner can be translated
out of the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of God's dear Son.
The "Letters," which indeed comprise the body of the work before us,
are, for the most part, a comprehensive retrospect of the preaching of
the previous Sabbath, written with a tenderness and affection which
are by no means characteristic of especially grown up sons towards
their mothers in these latter days, one sign and token of which the
Apostle declared to be "disobedience to parents." Did space permit,
we should be glad to. give some extracts from the work, which stand
in striking contrast to the noisy vulgarism of the so-called (shall we say~)
street-religion of the present day, and the self-satisfied Pharisaism
which is (so to speak) gnawing like a canker-worm at the very vitals
of all real and genuine Ohristianity.
Infant Salvation. A Serrrlon preached by W. HAZELTON, at the Baptist
Ohapel, Oollege Park, . Lewisham, on Lord's Day, September 19th,
1886. To be had of the Author.
A VERY precious sermon. We have revelled in the reading, and
readily endorse the soul-cheering statements advanced. They have,
as we believe, the full warranty of the Word of the living God.
With the objections and arguments of the creature we have nothing to
say. Here, as elsewhere, j'eason's place is silence! How well may those
who have been called to part with their little ones contemplate the
loving words and tender acts of Jesus towards them, during His.
sojourn on earth and in connection with His Personal ministry. " Suffer
the little children to come unto Me," said He, "and forbid them not,
for of such is the kingdom of heaven." And then mark His conduct when,
as a loving rebuke to His disciples, as they were disputing which
should be greatest among them, He "called a little child unto Him,
and set him in the midst of them, and said, Verily I say unto you,
Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not
enter into the kingdom of heaven." Moreover, how sweet and encouraging the testimony, "I thank Thee, 0 Father, :t;.ord of heaven and
earth, that Thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and
hast revealed them unto babes j' even so, Father, for so it seemed good
in Thy sight."
.
.John Styles A mong the Freethinkers. London: The Religious Tract
Society.-An invaluable tract, deserving a world-wide circulation in these
sceptical and truth-despising days.
We have read it with intense
interest.
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Tunes for the Famiiy and the Congregation. Tunes and Chants for Home
and Sc7wo~. Arranged by S. D. MAJOR. London and Bristol : W.
Mack.
THESE works are not only admirably got up, but their comprehensiveness and variety adapt them for home as well as for public services.
The good old tunes which the author has wisely selected, as well' as
those of a later date, will, especially to the heads of the household,
serve t,o recall many an old and endearing association. Apart from
other considerations, this one feature in these compilations will serve
to enhance their value. We cannot too strongly recommend these works.
Some Important "Don'ts." A Word to Everybody. By JOHN WOOD.
London : J. F. Shaw and Co.
I
,
A GEM! Much in a little indeed! A vast range of thought, upon
matters of immense importance in vital Christianity, brought, as it
were, within the compass of a nutshell. It is a book which, in the
present superficial and most deceptive age, ought to be scattered far
and wide.
The Herald of Mercy.
A Monthly Messenger f~r Humble Homes.
London: Morgan and Scott.
ANOTHER volume of this excellent work, originated by the late DUNCA:-l
MATHIESON. It is well sustained, and admirably adapted for the homes
of the people, rich as well as poor.
John B. Cough, the great Temperance Omtor. London: Morgan and
Scott.-An illustrated sketch of this remarkable man. It is a marvellous pennyworth, and ought to sell by scores of thousands.

LITERARY N OTICE.-We rejoice to hear that a new 0dition of Pastor
CHINIQUY'S "Fifty, Years in theOhurch of Rome " is about to be issued
by Messrs. Robert Banks and Son. It is, as we have before stated, a
most important work, and gives such an insight into the r~al character
of the Papacy as would make any but its hapless devotees ashamed
and disgusted with so fearfully treacherous and soul-and·body-destructive
a system. Well has it been described as the "masterpiece of Satan."
THE CHURCH PASTORAL AID SOCIETY.
WE give the Society we have just noticed all possible praise in their
work and labour of love to their own countrymen. And when we see
Curates, with a bare salary to keep soul and body together, devoting
their time and talents in going into the most brutal recesses, proclaiming
" the unsearchable riches of Christ," we honour their mission; and God
will put an honour upon their message in giving them souls for their hire.
And we trust every lover of the Redeemer will cont,ribute his MITE to
further the work, so as to uphold the hands and invigorate the minds
of those concerned in such an undertaking, which exceeds all commendation.-The Editor of the Gospel lIIagazine's comments upon the
Prospectus of the Church Pastoral Aid Society, under date April 15th,
1839, within three months of his death.

