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" Who comforteth us in all onr tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
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THE PATRIARCH AND THE
«

PROMISE.

Thou shalt go to thy fathers in peace; thou shalt be buried in a
good old age."-GKNEsIs xv. 15.

we promised in our last, if the Lord were pleased to
keep the subject upon the mind, that we would again revert to
the case of Abram, and endeavour to show that in spite of his
untowardness and that of Sarai, both the one and the other were
dealt with in the most gracious, forbearing, and loving way-.
Their sinfulness and shortcomings presented no barrier to the
carrying out and full accomplishment of the Lord's designs of
covenant love and mercy. They were striking examples of the
truth of that precious testimony, "If we believe not, yet He
abideth faithful: He cannot deny Himself." We wish to J ;vell
upon this for the reaEon we have already given, namely, that the Lord
has ever had to do with sinners-poor fatten, guilty, helpless creatures
like ourselves. The more we consider this, the more cheering and
encouraging the grounds for betaking ourselves to the self-same
merciful, all-gracious, and Almighty Source and Refuge for pardon
and peace! Our minds, dear reader, cannot be too deeply imbued
with the fact to which Moses called the attention of Israel of
old, when he said, "The Lord did not set His love upon you,
nor choose you, because ye were more in number than any people;
for :re were the fewest of all people: but because the Lord loved
you, and because He would keep the oath which He had sworn
unto your fathers, hath the Lord brought you out with a mighty
hand, and redeemed you out of the house of bopdmen, from
the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt" (Deut. vii. 7, 8). The
Apostle testified to the same verity, in long-after days, when, in
writing to his son Timothy, be said, "Who hath saved us, and
called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but
according to His own purpose and grace, which was given us,
in Ohrist Jesus before the world began" (2 Tim. i. 9); and
READER,
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again, in his Epistle to Titus, "But aftpr that the kiudness
and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared, not by works
of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy
He saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of·
the Holy Ghost; which He shed on us abundantly throug'h
Jesus Christ our Saviour; that being justified by His grace. we
should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life"
(Titus iii. 4-7). Self-righteousness and a wretched "Pharisaism
so cleave to us, as creatures, that we not only need the Scripture
testimony, in proof of the non-existence of the very shadow of
goodness or worthiness iu us, but we have to prove it, by long
and bitter experience, that "in us (that is, in our flesh) dwelleth
no g'ood thing."
The days in which we live render it additionally necessary that
the verities of God's Word should be duly resorted to and deeply
considered. The false and delusive teaching' that is so rife, and
which has been well called" the shams" in the religious profession
of the times, are so manifold and so captivating to the unwary and
inexperienced, that the dangers and delusions which surround us
on every hand may well lead to self·distrust. a becoming caution,
and an intelligent searching of the Sacred Word for a "thus saith
the Lord," as our lawful warrant for both our confidence and
consolation. Seeing, moreover, dear reader, that both the L:>rd
Himself and His Apostles foretold that "in the last days perilous
times should come," it may well excite in us the greater wariness
and watchfulness. This becomes the more important, because there
is so much in our present surroundings to indicate that the" last
days" are actually upon us.
Now, seeing it is stated that, "Whatsoever was written aforetime
was written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort
of the Scriptures might have hope," we gladly turn to such particulars as the Lord has been pleased to leave upon record in regard
to men of old. In them we fiud a portraiture of olwsehes, and.
seeing how the Lord dealt with them, we may well "thank God
and take courage," with the hOp8. that He will deal with us in
the same merciful, patient, and forbearing way.
With these prefatory remarks, we therefore return to the consideration of Abram. Turn with us to the seventeenth chapter of
Genesis, and notice, in the Lord's treatment of the Patriarch, how
fraught with forbearance and tenderness and compassion His
dealings were. How marked the evidence, that" He knoweth our
frame; He remembereth that we are but dust."
First, observe, Jear reader, that there is not the slightest reference-not to say censure or reproach-in regard to the influence
of the flesh, or the want of faith, upon the part of the Patriarch,
as detailed in "the previous chapter. The chapter before us opens
with the Lord J ehovah's declaration of Himself, and how signifi-
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cantly does His appearance to Abram, when he was' ninety-andnine years old, show His faithfulness and divine unchangeablenes!'.
What a sweet setting forth was this in those early times of what
was prolliised in long after-day. "And even to your old age I
am He; and even to hoar hairs will I carry you: I have made,'
and I will bear; even I will carry, and will deliver you" (Isa.
xlvi. 4). "They shall still bring forth fruit in old age; they
shall be fat and flourishing: to show that the Lord is upright:
He is my Rock, and there is no unrighteousness in Him" (Fsa.
xcii. 14, 15). How cheering is the consideration to those who,
from very age and infirmity, find from day to day that" fle5h·
and heart fail." Again, mark the Lord's declaration of Himself,
"I am the Almighty God!" Here was the grand and glorious
distinction, at once expressive of His Divine Majesty and Omnipotent power. It was expressed prefatory to the announcement
He was about condescendingly to make in fi. way of promise
and assurance; as much as to say, "I am prepared by My
character, standing, and power, to carry out and positively to fulfil
the engagements I am about to make." The declaration was so
in keeping with that made to Moses afterwards, "I AM THAT
I AM," It is so blessed thus to contemplate the power and
might, the authority and dominion, of the great J ehovah. It
leads to that so blessed challenge, "Is there anything too hard
for the Lord?" What a plea is this for faith, dear reader, under
all the diversities of trial and the varied conditions and circumstances in which the Lord's dear people are placed, for the due
test and exercise of the very faith He is pleased to bestow, for
observe, an untried faith is of little worth. Hence the Apostle
Peter testifies, "That the trial of your faith, being muoh more
precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire,
might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ." How well is it for us to seek to keep this
in view, in regard to our varied trials and afflictions. Well may
we give heed to the Apostle's statement, "If ye be without
chastisement, whereof all [mark the all] are partakers, then are
ye bastards, and not sons; for what son is he whom the father
chasteneth not?" N ever ought we to lose sight of the Lord's
word, "I will leave in the midst of you an afflicted and poor
people, and they shall trllEt in the name of the Lord." Again,
"Hath not the Lord chosen the poor of this world, rich in faith,
and heirs of the kingdom?"
When the Lord says, as here, "Walk before Me, and be thou
perfect, we are notl for one moment to suppose that this means
(as too many vainly imagine) that perfection in the flesh
is to be obtained. This would cause Holy Soripture to contradict
itself, which throughout declares to the contrary. The word is
rendered in the margin, "upright," or "sincere." Reference is made
2 x 2
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to Job, who, in the opening of his remarkable book, is deolared to
be "perfeot and upright." Now, if this meant anything more than
" consistent," " perfect," "upright," in his prinoiples and profession,
would there follow, in the history of Job, such superabundant proof
and evidence that he was but a poor fallen creature like ourselves? See how he justified himself-mark his pharisaism and
self-love-Iisten to his cursing the day of his birth-and last, but
not least, consider his own confession, ,. Behold, I am vile; what
shall I answer- Thee? I will lay mine hand upon my mouth."
"I have heard of Thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine
eye seeth Thee. Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust
and ashes." This is not the language of a man who thought
well of himself or his attainments and services.
We have touched upon these points, dear reader, in passing,
because we live in days when, if the Sacred Word is not questioned or set at naught altogether, it is greatly perverted, and
rendered ineffective or contradictory, by taking isolated passages,
or failing to mark how one portion explains another, under the
light and operation of the Divine Teacher, God the Holy Ghost.
Now, mark the. Lord Jehovah's great condescension and mercy,
and see how He takes the lead in every good and graoious service
and divine bestowment. "And I will make My covenant between
Me and thee, and will multiply thee exceedingly." Reader, do
not lose sight of the fact, that this promise was confirmatory of
the assurance previously given to the Patriarch, in regard to his
seed, which the Lord had said should be "as the dust of the
earth," or as "the stars for multitude." Observe, moreover, the
special mention of Abram's age. Surely the Lord had a purposeand a very graoious purpose, too-in that it should be stated that
"Abraham was seventy-and-four years old, when he departed out
of' Haran," and, in connection with the facts under oonsideration,
we are told that, "when Abram was ninety years old and nine,
the Lord appeared unto Abram." Thus twenty-five years had
passed between the one period and the other. Now, what are we
to learn from this but that the Lord does not reckon time as we
poor creatures reckon it? We are always in a hurry, the Lord
never! Moreover, in proportion as we are under tue influence Cl!
faith, patienoe and watchfulness are in sweet and blessed exercise.
"He that believeth shall not make haste"; "These all died in
faith [or, according to faith], not having received the promises, but
having seen them afar oif, and were persuaded of them, and
confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth."
Be it remembered, moreover, that little short or twenty years
passed between the promise to Abraham of a son by Sarah, and its
fulfilment. During such intervals there is the testing of the belief
and confidence in the Great Promiser. How else is suoh trust and
dependence to be proved?
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" And Abram fell on his face, and God talked with him." What
humility, on the one hand; what condescension, on the other.
"God talked with him." Reader, seek to contemplate the fa@t for
a moment. As before remarked, there was no reproof nor reproach,
upon the part of the Most High, for Abram's misdeeds. All had
been passed by-both forgotten and forgiven; and the Patriarch
is treated with the utmost tenderness and compassion. He is dealt
with in the same Fatherly and familiar way as was Adam in the
garden of Eden, before the great transgression. " And God talked
with him; saying, As for Me, behold, My covenant is with thee, and
thou shalt be a father of many nations. N either shall thy name
any more be called Abram, but thy name shall be Abraham; for
a father of many nations have I made thee. And I will make
thee exceeding fruitful, and I will make nations of thee, and kings
shall come out of thee" (Gen. :X'vii. 3-6). From this statement,
it is clear that the Lord J ehovah took the deepest interest in
the multiplication of the human race. This fact cannot be
duly contemplated without the most humiliating consideration
of how this great gift has been abused. It was an act of the
greatest condescension, in that the Omnipotent J ehovah should say,
"Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them
have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the
air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every
creeping thing that creepeth UpOll the earth. So God create:l man
in His own image, in the image of God created He him; male
and female created He them" (Gen. i. 26, 27). And what
additional condescension was it that, "Out of the ground the Lord
God formed every beast of the field, and every fowl of the air;
and brought them unto Adam to see what he would call them;
and whatsoever Adam called every living creature, that was the
name thereof" (Gen. ii. 19). With what wisdom must Adam have
been endowed that thus he should be enabled to name every creature.
Hence, by comparison, we see the deadly fruits and destructive
character of sin ! Well may the hymn say"Oh, thou deadly creatUl'e, sin,
What a CUl'S8 hast thou brought in."

Thus is Satan personified in the destruction which by sin and
disobedience he has effected. We can only reconcile the Divine
permission that thus it should be, in order to make way for the
marvellous display of Divine love, mercy, and compassion, in the
grand scheme of redemption, inasmuch as but for the Adam-fall
transgression, that great and glorious truth never would have been
revealed, that "God so loved the world, that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish,
but have everlasting life." Here, reader, we must take our stand.
Whatever may be the hostility of' the creature, and however puny
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man may reason and remonstrate with respect to the allowance of
f(n evil which the eternaL Jehovah might have prevented, here is
the set-ofF-here the praotioal reply - But £c-r sin, the grand
scheme of redemption-the atonement by Jesus-never could have
been effeoted. It is a mystery that "angels desire to look into,"
and will constitute the song of the redeemed and glorified through
the blissful ages of eternity, as they, in one grand hallelujah chorus,
sing, "Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in
His own blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto God
and His Father; to Him be glory and dominion for ever and
ever. Amen" (Rev. i. 5, 6).
With respect to the covenant made to the Patriarch, we pray
the reader to consider how especially it had regard to the future,
both with respect to the seed, and the land wherein they were to
dwell, and which was pledged to be their rightful possession.
What stress did Stephen lay upon this fact, in his last memorable
address, upon the eve of martyrdom, when, speaking of this great
promise to Abraham, he said, "And He gaye him none inheritance
in it, no, not so much as to set his foot on: yet He promised that
He would give it to him for a possession, and to his seed after
him, when as yet he had no child" (Acts vii. 5).
Now herein we have the great pattern and the so-important
lesson set before us of the promised inheritance to which faith
looks, and for which faith waits until the time for possession has
fully come. With respect to it well does the poet sing" Well does faith wait with longing eyes,
Thus to be owned and blessed."

And well did Moses say to Israel of old, "Ye are not as yet come
to the rest -and to the inheritance, which the Lord your God
giveth you" (Deut. xii. 9); We should never lose sight of the
fact so clearly laid down in God's Word, that "we are called to
walk by faith, not by sight." Whilst in the opening of the 11th
of Hebrews, we are told what faith is, tbat it "is the substance
of things hoped for,. the evidence of things not seen," all the
various operations of faith as detailed in the. chapter, in regard to
the names and histories there given, are one and all striking
illustrations of faith's grand principle of anticipation-looking
forward-resting- in and rejoicing over a something to come!
Faith is attached to heirship, and by beirsbip we understand
prospective property or possession. The Apostle, touohing upon
this precious· subject, says, "As many as are led by the Spirit of
God, they are the sons of God. For ye have not received the
spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit
of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. The Spirit itself
-"beareth witness with our spirit. that we are the children of God:
and:if children, then beirs; - beirs -of God, and joint-heirs with
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Christ; if so be thflt we suffer with Him, that we may bo also
glorified together. For I reckon that the sufferings of this present
time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall
be revealed in us (Rom. viii. 14-18). Again, in referenoe to
the time-state or present condition of these "heirs of God, and
joint-heirs with Ohrist," the same Apostle testifies, that "The
heir, as long- as he i:;z a child, differeth nothing from a servant,
though he be lord of all; but is under tutors and governors
until the time appointed of the father" (Gal. iv. 1, 2).
Now, although it behoves us to beware of substituting faith for
the Object of faith, which is Ohrist Himself, we cannot attach
too much importance to the real character and operations of faith.
It is, as we have said, a prospective principle, or that special
power implanted of God for calculating upon and anticipating
what He has promised and what He has in reserve. It is
through and by this great principle of faith, we are to meet
the objections and answer the scruples of those g-ainsayers of whom
1he Apostle Peter speaks, where he says, "Knowing this first,
that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after
their own lusts, and saying, 'Where is the promise of His
coming? for since the fathers fell aslEep, all things continue
as thpy were from the beginning of the creation" (~ Peter
iii. 3, 4). We beg the reader to turn to the chapter, and mark
the solemn statements which follow this declaration of the Apostle.
Anti surely never was there a period when it more behaved
the people of God to give heed to the Apostle Paul's exhortation, than under the existing state of things. In writing to the
:Ephesians, he says, ""YVherefore take unto you the whole armour
of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day,
and having done all, to sland. Stand, therefore, having your
loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of
righteousness; and your feet shod with the preparation of the
Gospel of peace; above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.
And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit,
which is the Word of God" (Eph. vi. 13-17).
To return to the Patriarch, "And God said unto Abraham, As
for Sarai thy wife, thou shalt not call her name Sarai, but Sarah
shall her name be. And I will bless her, and give thee a son
also of bel': yea, I will bless her, and she shall be a mother of
natiolis; kings of people shall be of ber. Then Abraham fell
upon his face, and laughed, and said in his heart, Shall a child
be born unto him that is an bundred years old? and shall Sarah,
that is ninety years old, bear?" (Gen. xvii. 15-17). Abraham
laughed, and we read intbe next chapter of Sarah laughing also.
Tlte latter was rebuked, implying by the question, "ls anything
to? hard, for the. Itord?"· th!J,t Sh8, questioned the possibility Qf
II
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such a thing, bringing her oarnal reasoning to bear upon the
subject. "After I am waxed old, shall I have pleasure, my lord
being old also?" Now, no such rebuke is attaohed to the statement that Abraham laughed, and yet his language seems to imply
a doubt upon his part, for he said in his heart, "Shall a child be
born unto him that is an hundred years old? and shall Sarah, that
is ninety years old, bear?" Here is carnal reason rearing
its wretohed head again. In the face of the promise, and from
so great and -gracious a Promiser, here is Abraham looking at
second causes, and judging after the flesh. Then, as if he wished
to waive the subjeot, and not give heed to it, merciful and blessed
as it was, he exclaimed, " 0 that Ishmael might live before Thee!"
Whilst we cannot but be struok with the faot of Abraham being
so diverted from the so-gracious promise the Lord J ehovah was
giving him, we cannot lose sight of the fact that the w-earnest
petition he then and there presented to the Lord, so to speak,
sounded the key-note to the myriads of prayers which anxious
and agonized parents have since offered at the footstool of meroy,
when they so earnestly and ardently cry, "0 that our Ishmaels
may live before Thee!" Henoe, whatever may have been the
feelings of the patriarch-whether he laughed in joy or in doubtthe facts doubtless have been overruled for good, in thousands of
instances sinoe his day.
We pray the re:lder to consider the stress the Lord laid upon
the re-assurance to Abraham that Sarah should have a son.
"And God said, Sarah thy wife shall bear thee a son £ndeed"; as
much as to say, ., Doubt it as ye may, it, nevertheless, shall in
due time prove a faot. It shall verily come to pa~s." Then, by
way of further assuranoe and confirmation, the Lord add"," And
thou shalt oall his name Isaao: and I will establish My oovenant
with him for an ev('rlasting covenant, and with his seed after
him. And as for Ishmael, I have heard thee: Behold, I have
blessed him, and will make him fruitful, and will multiply him
exoeedingly; twelve princes shall he beget, and I will make him
a great nation. But my covenant will I establish with Isaac.
which Sarah shall bear unto thee at this set time in the next
year" (Gen. xvii. 19-21). Here was further condescension,
inasmuch as the Lord was not only more explioit in regard to
the time when the promise should be fulfilled, but the period of
its fulfilment was oomparatively near. Further, we read, "And
He left off talking with him, and God went up from Abraham."
In the next ohapter we read, "And the Lord went His way, as
soon as he had left communing with Abraham, and Abrabam
returned unto his plaoe."
And don't you think, dear reader, that in both instanoes the
cessation of the communion-the Lord's withdrawing-and
Abraham returning to his place, or being left alone) or feeling
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himself still l1 sojourner in this vale of tears, was attended with a
sense of loneliness, desolation, a blank and a void, that no creature
or creature circumstances could meet or satisfy? Ah! who can
describe the sensations-who depict the feelings-when the Lord
withdraws His presence, and ceases to commune, as now and again
He condescendingly and graciously does commune? As we quoted,
in our August first article, a dear friend, in reference to the late
beloved Mr. W ALLINGER, told us, in one of his last interviews-if
not his very last-that he expressed the most ardent wish for one
more such a love-visit as the Lord had occasionally indulged him
with. A.s much as to say, "Let me have one more assurance;
another pledge; one more token for good; another sign that all~will
be well; and that shall suffice." Well may those who know with
Abraham what it is, after being indulged with sweet and blessed
communion, to return to "his place"-the preacher after a time of
liberty in the pulpit-the hearer after a sense of heart-glow in the
pew-the severance of friends after" speaking one to another, when
the Lord hearkened and heard "-after the precious bedewiug in
prayer, or in reading the Word; well may such, when "returning
to their own place," exclaim"What peaceful hours I then enjoyed,
How sweet their memory still;
But they have left an aching void,
The world can never fill."
"More frequent let Thy visits be,
Or let them longer last;
I can do nothing without Thee;
Make haste, my God, make ha8te! "
THE EDITOR.

SOllthville, Granada Road, Southsea, June 7th, 1891.

OUR LIFE.
How frail is human life!
How swift the end comes on!
A few shol,t years of toil and strife,
And, lo! the dream is gone!

I

Before Thy face I bow,
My everlasting Fl'iend !
My days are few, I need Thee
now,
Shall need Thee to the end,

Men vainly hope their joys
Will ever with them stay;
But while they grasIJ time's worthless
toys,
The bubble melts away.

,Vith faltering steps and slow,
I tread the darksome way;
vVeary of sin, and all below,
And watching for the day.

l\'Ian's days are like the grass;
Or like the morning flower,
That blooms awhile, but soon, alas!
Withers in one short hoill'.

Lord, calm my restless mind;
From bondage set me free:
And, precious Saviour, let me find
Eternal life in Thee.

Scarborough.

W. S.

ROBINSON.
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SOMETHING LIKE LOVE.
"Ha'lJing loved His own which were in the world, He loved them unto
the end."-JoHN xiii. l.
THIS has become my day's portion, "He loved them to the end."
I
cannot get away from it, and I do not want; and, as the shades of
the evening are drawing over us, I feel that throughout the day it has
been ringing in my ears, "He loved them unto the end." It melts my
heart to think of my Saviour's unchangeable love! I believe the savour
of it will abide with me for many days-yea, shall I not say, through
life ~ At all events, I feel it is a portion I must send forth to the
lovers of Jesus. May the gracious Spirit of all comfort and consolation
unfold to us the abiding love of Him who is faithful to the end. The
beginning was love-of this I am assured. Love was the basis of the
covenant made between the Persons of the Trinity from before the
foundation of the world. Love broke my heart, and brought me to His
feet; love fills up every step of the pilgrim pathway, and love will
bring me to the eternal home.
We cannot better introduce our subject than in the words that
precede our portion: "Now before the feast of the Passover, when Jesus
knew that His hour was come, having loved His own which were in
the world, He loved them unto the end." Yes; He knew, in His
sovereign omniscience, that the time of His suffering drew nigh, that
solemn and appointed time, when He would finish upon the cross the
work He came into the world to do. And now He gives tender and
affectionate proof of His undying love for His own. "He riseth from
supper, and laying aside His garments, He took a towel and girded
Himself. . And after He had poured water into a bason, He began to
wash His disciples' feet, and to wipe them with the towel wherewith
He was girded." Misunderstanding His purpose, the impetuous Peter
rises up with a "Lord, dost Thou wash my feet ~" Methinks, alLhough
mistaken as to our Saviout's intention, there was a good deal of affectionate zeal for the Master in his exclamation. "Jesus answered and
said unto him, What I do, thou knowest not now; but thou shalt
know hereafter. Peter said, Thou shalt never wash my feet;" evidently
still in ignorance of our Lord's intention. " Jesus answered him, If I
wash thee not, thou hast no part with Me." No part with His Lord!
Oh, the thought of it broke him down; and he saith unto Him, with a
hallowed adherence to His Saviour, "Lord, not my feet only, but also
my hlJ,nds and my head." But, as usual, he had in his zeal overstepped
the mark. " Jesus saith to him [metbinks so quietly and tenderly 1.
He that is washed [that is, He that is regenerated, bo~n again in
Christ] needeth not save to wash his feet; but is clean every whit:
and ye are clean [yes, Peter was clean, in spite of all his shortcomings
and misgivings], but not all "-not Judas, who should betray Him.
And' what our Lord wanted evidently to convey to Peter and" His own"
was, "Ye are clean every whit by the washing of regeneration, but
t1).ere is the'servitude and obedience to God's will, which must be mani-
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fest in the life; anti I am goiBg to show you now that I am obedient
nnto death for the Church's sake; and I look to you afterwards to walk
in the pathway of obedience as followers of Me. ' If I then, your Lord
and Master, have washed your feet, ye also ought to wash one another's
feet. For I have given you an example, that ye should do as I have
done to you.'''
But to our portion. Let us take it to pieces in its simplicity and
put it together again in its grandeur. "Having loved His own which
were in the world, He loved them unto the end." It tdls us of1. Line's origin: "Having loved."
If. C/wist's possession: "His own."
lIT. Their position: "Which were in the world."
IV. The pt1petuity of ChTist's love: "He loved them unto the end."
Gracious Spirit, is not Thine office, as declared by our blessed
Redeemer, to take of the things of Christ and to show them to "His
own" 1 Fulfil now Thine office in our experience, and minister to us
abundantly, that precious souls may be enraptured wit,h a Saviour's
love, and Christ in all be glorified.
First. Lore's o1"igin: "Having loved His own." This takes us back
to the ages when Christ was with the Father, before the mountains
were settled and the hills brought forth, or as yet He had made the
earth. Therefore, beloved, said the Apostle, "We are bound to give
thanks alway to God for you, because God bath from the beginning
chosen you to salvation." Yes, gracious and glorious fact, which cannot
be gainsaid, the Lord's own were chosen in the Person and righteousness of J ehovah-J esus from all eternity; to be, in due course, atoned
for by Him; to be pardoned through Him; to be vitally united to
Him, and everlastingly saved in Him. I rejoice in such safe standinga religion of Triune Q1·igin. Hence does the fact of everlasting love
run like a golden thread through the Bible, and is undisputably,
according to God's will and purpose, while it is at the same time a
source of abounding consolation to His blood-bought people. Christ
loved His Church first, and gave abundant proof of that love in
giving Himself for her. Truly such love, in breadth, and length, and
depth, and height, passeth knowledge; this we saw in our last
"
J otes," in telling of the old, old story of Jesus and His love, so
that we say emphatically, "Unto Him be glory in the Chnrch by
Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen." Well,
surely such views of the everlasting love of Christ for "His own,"
silences tbe free-will notion that we are loved by Christ' when we are
convelted and accepted in Him. - Think you that Christ's love only
commenced with the fisherman of Galilee mending his nets on the
sea-shore, when Jesus said to him, "Follow Me" ~ I am perfectly
. certain it was because Peter was an elect vessel of mere.v, and loved
with :m everlasting love, that J eSllS said, "Follow Me." Proof of this
we 'have'in the fact that, without a scruple-made willing in the day
of God's ,power-the fisherman immediately left his nets and followed
. the Master.
For, myself, I am perfectly convinced that Jesus loved me in my days
of unregeneracy, and gave abundant proof of it, in preserving mercy, in
many a"reril; and His divine calling at the set time was the resulto£.
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His divine choice from all eternity. Paul speaks truly of Christ dying
for us when we were yet sinners. "But Goi commendeth His love
towards us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us."
"Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us, and
sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins." Yes, I am perfectly
certain"He saw me ruined in the fall,
Yet loved me, notwithstanding all;
He saved me from my low estate,
His loving-kindness, oh, how great."
The son was a son of bis Father';; house, even when be was a great
way off, and degraded by the consequences of the fall. This the
Fatber Himself declares in the words, "This My son was dead, and is
alive again; he was lost, and is found." Oh, beloved, it must cheer us
to feel assured that Jesus will never revoke His choice or alter His
love. Whom He loves, He loves to the end.
"Here, then, I'll sit, and live, and die,
Nor once from hence remove;
Yea, when I sit with Christ above,
I'll sing of covenant love."
This brings us to think furtherSecondly. Christ';; possession: the objects of His love are properly
described as "His own." Yes, by adoption. The Fathet having from all
eternity adopted them into the family of heaven, gave them into Christ's
hands; and, in the fulness of time, the Holy Spirit has made it manifest that they are Christ's own. "All Mine," He said to the Father,
"are Thine, and Thine are Mine, and I am glorified in them." Thus
the Persons of the glorious Trinity glorify each other. Oh, wondrous
and soul-melting fact in the everlasting salvation of such unworthy
sinners as you and J, dear reader!
But some captious one may interrogate, "Ob, when Christ said He
loved His own, He meant His disciples who were in the world, and had
followed Him in His eartbly career." This is most certainly true; but
is this the limit of His love 7 Indeed not. :N ote His own words in
the chapter that has been referred to: "Neither pray I for these alone,
but for them also which shall believe on Me through their word"
(John xvii. 20). This takes us onward through all time; and we who
believe on Him, through the testimony of the Word sealed home, claim
rightly His love.
Others, equally captious, do not like the idea of Christ having a
particular possession to call" His own"; but that it is in accordance
with the will of the Father, the redemption of Christ, and the
operations of the Spirit, the Word of God gives abundant proof. For
instance: His own are distinguished as His " elect" j "Elect according
to the foreknowledge of God," &c. I often think how Churchmen
should hold to the doctrine of election, if true to the Articles of the
Church of England; and yet, when do you hear it proclaimed 7 I
verily believe that there are a great many priests (so called) within
her pale who would gladly crush or put away those Articles altogether.
But look what the Seventeeth Article declares is the tendency of an
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acknowledgment of the doctrine of election. Not merely is it "fuU of
sweet, pleasant, and unspeakable comfort to the godly," but it "draws
up their minds to heavenly things, and does greatly establish and
confirm their faith of eternal salvation to be enjoyed through Christ."
Oh, I must and will rejoice, and hold to a doctrine which has such
glorious ende. The very things I need, comfort, establishment and
confirmation. 'What say you, dear brother and sister in the Lord, to
this precious doctrine that draws us up to heavenly things ~
But again, the objects of J ehovah's love are "His own" by the
purclws~ CMisf made of them with His blood. The Victim which infinite
wisdom appointed was no other than the co-equal Son of God. He
became a sacrifice for the sins of His people. "Herein is love"unparaUeled love-" not that we loved God, but that He loved us, and
sent His Son to be a propitiation for our sins." Led as 11 lamb to
the slaughter, He shed' His most precious blood for us, that He might
redeem us, and purchase for Himself the gift of the Father, and, by
His "one offering, perfect for ever them that are sanctified"
(or set apart). He has, then, a perfect right to His own, and "ye
are not your own, for ye are bought with a price." Well may the
Church's song of rejoicing be, "Unto Him that loved ue, and washed
us from our sins in His own blood, and hath made us kings and
priests unto God and His Father; to Him be glory and dominion for
ever and ever. Amen."
And then the objects of Jehovah's love are "His own" by th
efleclual call of the Holy SpiTit. And here let me say, I do not mean the
outward call and proclamation of the Gospel; no, I mean that spiritual
and internal call, by which a sinner's heart is broken, and a divine
change is effected.. Such a call is the result of God's divine choice.
Do you say, "How may I know it ~" I reply, "The evidence and
proofs are many. Among them is Satan in a rage. Has thine heart
been brought down in repentance before God ~ Is the cry, 'God be
merciful to me a sinner' 1 Are old companions loathed 1 Are vile
corruptions resisted 1 Is the Bible precious 1 Are men of truth sought
after 7 Is there a yearning for the pure Gospel of the grace of Goda hungering and thirsting after righteousness 1 Can you say, with
regard to Christ, as Simeon did, t Mine eyes have seen Thy salvation ' ~
Have old things passed away, and all things become new 1 Oh, these
are the sort of evidences which give proof the call is effectuaJ.'!1 Loveeven the love of Jesus-has prevailed, and now you desire intensely to
love Him who hath first loved you." Such give proof that they are
put among" God's own."
And then the objects of J ehovah's love are "His own" by distinguishing grace. ViT e have referred to them as the Word describes
them, as "God's elect." Let us see further terms which at once show
us their distinctive character. God calls them, for instance, ":My people,"
again and again. " My people." t, Yes," say some, "this refers to Israel
as a nation." True; but does it stop here 1 We shall have no difficulty
in showing that they were a typical people, setting forth God's will
.. And how these evidences differ from the lightsome, easy-going talk: of
mere professers in these days.-En.
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concerning His spiritual Israel. For instance, Christ is the Rock that
followed them.; the Bread that fed them; the Brazen Serpent that
healed them; and the Angel that conducted them. He is the Priest,
the Sacrifice, and the Tabernacle. The whole history of Moses is the
history of Christ in a figure. "A Prophet shall the Lord your God
raise up unto you like unto me." Can anything be clearer, then, with
regard to His people ~ Why, the whole of the pilgrimage of ancient
Israel, from Egypt throngh the Red Sea and Jordan to Canaan, is a
lively type of the believer's journey from the bondage of sin, through
difficulties and temptations, to the heavenly land of rest; therefore it
follows, as a certain consequence, that, if the Lord had His typical
Israel, most certainly He has His spiritual, divinely linked, making the
one Church in the wilderness. What said the Apostle J ames concerning
the wonders wrought by God among the Gentiles 7 "Men and brethren,
hearken unto me: Simeon hath declared how God at the first did visit
the Gentiles, to take out of them a people fo1' His Name"; which, Peter
tells us, are "a peculiar people, who should show forth the praises of
Him who called them out of darkness into His marvellous light." How
beautifully are those words to the point, where the Lord Jehovah says:
"I have put My words in thy mouth, and I have covered thee in the
shadow of Mine hand, that I may plant the heavens, and lay the
foundations of the earth, and say unto Zion, Thou art My people"
(Isaiah li. 16). Yes; God's people are called Zion's sons and daughters,
both Jew and Gentile; drafted and grafted into the Church militant,
to be truly raised into the Church triumphant. God has" His people"
in all agl\S of the Church's history.
Then, again, Peter calls the people of God His heTitage, advising the
Church to disdain filthy lucre and to abstain from lording it oyer" God's
heTitage." In earthly matters we look at an heritage as an estate by
succession, but there is no succession with God. He isH

The great First Cause of all events;
He gives decrees, and ne'eI' repents,
And holy is His Name."

This, therefore, drives us to the fact that His heTitage must be a matter
of Divine choice and sovereign love, of which in the Word we have
abundant proof.
Again, "God's own" are called "His portion." "The Lord's portion
is His people; Jacob is the lot of His inheritance." And the ChUTCh
responds to this with holy joy, "Yes, and the Lord is the portion of
mine inheritance"; while the exultation of the heart of each child of
grace is," The Lord is my portion, 0 my soul!" Oh, what hallowed
reciprocity! God the Spirit has given us power to take our portion,
and grace to rejoice in it. Then, again, "God's own" are called His
"family": "The whole family of earth and heaven." What a mercy
to be a member of that living and loving family, united in bonds which
can never be dissolved!
. Well, many other terms, familiar to every lover of his Bible, occur
therein, marking the distinctive character of the "Lord's own." Such,
for instance, as "His body the Church"; His "garden enclosed" ; His
sheep, all divinely preserved; the Vine and the branches. But we
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must really leave the reader to think out the many proofs we have that
the Lord has a people whom He calls" His own." "Having loved
His own which were in the world, He loves them unto the end." This
brings us to considerThirdly. The present position ~f the Lord's own,: They are in'the
world-a vain and ungodly world. "The uorld"! Oh, it seems a
wily word to me, "The world"; and there comes up in its consideration
that which is hnteful, tiresome, and wearying. I call to remembrance
that, some years ago, there was a book written by the late Mr. BINNEY,
which became exceedingly popular; it was entitled, "How to make
the Best of Both Worlds." I never read the book, so can neither reject
nor accept its teaching; but certainly the title scarcely fits into the
teaching I hold dear, and I feel inclined to write under it, "Do what
you will, 'you cannot serve God and mammon.'" But what says our
rule ,of faith, the Word of God, about the world 1 Well, we notice, first,
we 'lire not to love it. The beloved John, whose teaching I reverence,
says, "Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world.
If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him "
e1 John ii. 15).
Then, again, the Bible tells us that it is a u'orld of sin, and all around
us gives plain proof of this. "By one man sin entered into the world,
and death by sin; so that death passed upon all men, for that all have
sinned."
This of itself, one would think, is sufficient to cause us to
look at the world as a passing scene; and, if ., death by sin" is the
veto upon it, oh, of what vital importance it must be to hold loosely to
the world and live for eternity. Yes, loosely. I for one will not clasp
the viper to my bosom, nor fondle it; rather would I pray God to give
me strength to shake it off me into the fire.
Then, again, the Bible tells us that the world is under condemnation.
I do not want to be entangled in that which is under condemnation.
We must be in it, but yet not of it, according to our Redeemer's prayer
concerning Divine keeping. We want to avoid worldly knots-letting
its society and its pleasures gain a hold of us. God give us grace to
keep it at arm's length. Ob, how many times have the tiresome things
of this world driven me to Ohrist! and I have often to say, "Another
thing, Lord; to whom can I go but unto Thee 1" I rush into my
Shelter, and never find it shut against me.
But" beloved, tiresome and treacherous as this world is to us, here is
our comfort, Christ's love is uilh "His own," while in the wO'rld. " Having
loved His own which were in the world"; this cheers me in the
conflict, sustaiDs me in the fight, and lifts me above its turmoil. To
think that, in spite of all my shortcomings, Jesus loves me! and that,
in this daily struggle with sin, Satan, the flesh, and the world, Jesus
loves me! yes, and knows all the difficulties of my position in the w01old,
and the temptations I endure. He knows all; and, while they often
lead me into rebellion of heart and self-will, He sympathizes; He knows
all, and He loves still. It is wonderful! but He is called the
"Wonderful!" and so He is.
Fourthly. And now, beloved, weigh deeply the love words which
have thrilled through my soul at this time, "He loved them to the end."
Hang them as a signet around thy neck. Let the Roman Oatholic
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count up his beads as he will, be it ours to count up GOd'd promises;
and let such as this have a prominent setting in the chain of grace,
"He loved them to the end." In times of heartfelt sadness and depression, look at them, and they must cheer thee-" He loved them to the
end." In seasons of temptation, when Satan assaults the soul, flash
them in the enemy's face-" He loved them to the end." In life's
cares, so heavy and oft overwhelming, let this be thy stay and comfort,
"He loved them to the end." And, in the contemplation of death's
scythe, and the dread accompanyings of the dark valley, let these words
of truth be thine assurance, "He loved them to the end." Whatever
else fails of an earthly character, this heavenly motto will remain true;
:wd when all else fades, He will be the One true and faithful, standing
at the right hand of God, ready to welcome thy ransomed soul, for
whom He loveth He loves to the end, and that end will be the vestibule
into His heavenly presence; while, methinks, as the pearly gates fly
open for thine abundant entrance into the heavenly kingdom, faith,
which will be then lost in sight, will see inscribed upon the golden
/!;ates of glory that precious soul-melting and soul-sustaining word,
LOVE.
We see, also, the preciousness of a Saviour's love if we trace
its character. Christ's love is an unchangeable love. "I the Lord
£hange not, therefore ye sons of Jacob are ~ot consumed." Endearing
as earthly love is, this cannot be said of it sometimes, even with regard
to this time-state. What Christian has not experienced that one and
another, in earlier days, became greatly attached to them, professing
the warmest regard and affection; but circumstances have cropped up
that have entirely changed the scene, and the very persons who were
so endeared do not care to know us now ~ And then still further, how
hard it seems to carry out our Lord's injunction, "Love your enemies,
and do good to them that despitefully use you." It is no easy matter
to love those ,yho have done us an injury. Certainly there are such
cases; and one calls to remembrance that remarkable and blessed case
of the Prophet Elisha and the king of Israel. They had come into the
midst of the people of Samaria, "And the king of Israel said unto
Elisha, when he saw them, My father, shall I smite them 7 shall I
smite them 7 And he answered, Thou shalt not smite them: wouldest
thou smite those whom thou hast taken captive with thy sword and
with thy bow 7 set bread and water before them, that they may eat
and drink, and go to their master." Surely this is the spirit of Gospel
love. "And he prepared great provision for them; and when they had
eaten and drunk, he sent them away, and they went to their master.
So the bands of Syria came no more into the land of Israel" (2 Kings
vi. 21-23.) A precious illustration of the New Testament passage,
"If thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink: for
in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head." But the greatest
instance on record was exhibited by the Divine Master Himself upon
the cross, when, looking down upon His cruel enemies, He cried to His
Father, "Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do."
Well, our blessed Lord's love is a wonderful love. 'What mean such
remarkable passages as the following: "I have loved thee with an
everlasting love, therefore with loving-kindness have I drawn thee" 7

...

\

The Gospel .!VIagazine.

6i3

And again, "In that day, saith the Lord, thou shalt call Me Ishi [that
is, my Husband); and shalt call Me no more Baali [that is, my
Lord). And I will betroth thee unto Me for ever; yea, 1 will betroth
thee unto Me in righteousness, and in judgment, and in loving-kindness,
and in mercies. I will even betroth thee unto Me in faithfulness: and
thou shalt know the Lord" 1 (Hosea ii. 16, 19, 20.) Why, it all tells
of a Saviour'<; unchangeable and everlasting love for His own.
"Not as the world, the Saviour gives;
He is no fickle Friend;
Whom once He loves, He never leaves,
But loves them to the end."
But as well as our Lord',; love to "His own" being unchangenble, it
is also ~wquenchnble. ,. Many waters cannot quench love, neither can
floods drown it"; and I am assured they cannot drown His love.
No; He loves in spite of all our shortcomings and constant failings.
"Ephraim is a silly dove without heart." And is not that often our
case, dear reader, without heart? Yes, sometimes without heart even
with regard to one's religion; and the tempter suggests it would have
been far better for you if you did not go into the line of things you
do; it brings upon you much that is opposed to fleshly comfort and
ease; better give it all up. Oh, blessed be God! He will not give me
up; and, in spite of all the waverings of His "silly dove," He loves
still. His is "something like love." "Can a woman forget her sucking
child, that she should not have compassion on the son of her womb r
yea, they may forget [there are instances of such; thank God, they are
rare! but note the deduction and contrastJ, yet will I not forget thee.
Behold, I have graven thee on the palms of My hands; thy walls [0 ZionI
are continually befcre Me" (Isa. xlix. 15, 16). Do not then, ye sons
and daughters of Zion, ever say, "The Lord has forgotten me; His
mercy is clean gone." It cannot be: His is an unchangeable and
unquenchable love. In thy lowest depths, the arms of everlasting Love
are under thee.
Ob, many a time have I rested on the Lord's promise to Jacob, and,
through him, to all His chosen people, "I will not leave thee." No;
His love will not let Him. "Having loved His own which were in
the world, He loves them to the end."
"Lamb of God, on Thee we trust,
On Thy fixed love depend;

Thou art faithful, true, and just,
And lovest to the end.
"Heaven and earth shall pass away,
But Thy Word shall firm abide;
That's Thy children's steadfast stay,
When all things fail beside."
Put Christ's love to the test and trial, beloved, and, depend upon it, it
will never fail you.
But we must close. The subject is inexhaustible; who can fathom
it 1 who can tell of it in all its fulness 1 Dear RUTHERFORD say~,
"How little of the sea can a child carry in his lands, as little do I
2 y
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take away of my great sea, the boundless love of Ohrist." Oh, it is so ;
all seems such a tiny grasp; yet how blp-ssed to think that little is of
the Lord. We hear it commonly said by ministers, at the opening of
their address, "I have chosen this passage for such and such reasons."
I shall surprise some if I tell that, after a lengthened experience of
speaking and writing, I assert, I never chose a passage for such purpose
in my life. No; I have waited on the Lord, and He has given me
His portion. I have waited still further upon the Holy Spirit to unfold
it, thus does it become God's word, and not mine; a thing I greatly
covet. vVell, beloved, it has been so in the passage and unfolding
before us, therefore we can look for the blessing.
Time fails us to go over the line of things brought before you, but
I might remind you that we have, in picking our portion to pieces,
traced "Love's ol'igin," taking you in thought to the secret of the Lord,
and His purposes before the foundation of the world, and showing what
ample proof our blessed Lord has given us of His undying love. Then
we have seen how Ohrist has done all for His possession-" His own" ;
yes, His own by adoption, by redemption, by the effectual call of the
Holy Spirit, and by distinguishing grace; tracing some of the titles by
which such are distinguished. They are called, "His people," "His
heritage," "His portion," "His garden," "His sheep," "His vine,"
":His body" j and many others might be added. Then we have thought
of the present position of His favoured ones-" in the world "-this
tiresome world-a world of sin, a world under condemnation; showing
that, in spite of all, He loves them, and with an unchangeable, unquencbable, everlasting love. "He loves tbem unto the end." "Having
loved His own which were in the world, He loved them unto the encl."
Ah! and when that end of our mortal life comes-as come it must"Then, Saviour, then my soul receive,
Transported from the vale, to live
And reign with Thee above;
Where faith is sweetly lost in sight,
And hope in full, supreme delight,
And everlasting love."
Oh, beloved, can you find anything like these truths to live upon, and
to console in the prospect of the end 1 I cannot!

Burton-on-Trent.
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AN EXTRAOT.
THIS is the great difference between them who are only servants in the
house of God, and those who are so servants as to be friends also.
The same commands are given unto all equally, and the same duties
are required of all equally, inasmuch as they are eql~ally sei"vants. But
those who are no more but so, know nothing of the secret counsel, love,
and grace of God, in a due manner. Hence all their obedience is servile.
But they who are so servants as to be /l'iencls also, they know what
their Lord doth. The secret of the Lord is with them, and He shows
them of His covenant. They are admitted into an intimate acquaintance
with the "mind of Ohrist," and are thereon encouraged to perform the
obedience of servants with the love and delight of jTiends.
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PROBATION.

" And there He proved them."-ExoDus xv. 25.
THE Lord', great object in all His dealings with His I3rael, while the
chosen people were led through the wilderness, is expressed in Deuteronomy viii. 2, "To humble thee, and to prove thee, to know what was in
thine heart; whether thou wouldest keep His commandments, or no."
It was for this that, as they journeyed on, the Lord brought them ever
~nd anon to places where they were proved, tried, and put to the
test. So it is nolY. The late Mr. CHAMBERLAIN once well said,
"God tries His people that they may try Him." The narrative of
Israel's wanderings, on the whole, and in each part, wonderfully
illustrates this truth. The history of the first few days succeeding
the passage of the Red Sea is full of instruction. Even then and
" there He proved them."
1. Note tl!e pa1'lieulm' place of probation (verse 22). Immediately' after
their deliverance from Egyptian bondage, Israel "went out into the
wilderness." The last notes of the song of triumph had scarcely died
away (verses 20, 21), when the trial began.
Glorious manifestations
of the Lord's love, grace, and power are often followed by the most
mysterious leading;; and sorrows. It was thus with the Great Head of
the Church. The revealing, of His Sonship, and 'the sealing of the
Holy Dove at His baptism, were preparatory to the wilderness experience of conflict aud temptation.
Rescued from Egypt by the high hand and outstretched arm of
Omnipotence, Israel is seen wandering in the desert, "in a solitary
way," through a waste howling wilderness, wherein they found no
city to dwell in. There is no hODle here below for pilgrims travelling
to the promised inheritance, "This is not your rest." Such are
"strangers and sojourners " as all their fathers were. Oppressed with
weariness and sadness, by reason of the difficulties, toils, and privations
of the way, "their souls fainted within them," and their first experience of the desert taught them it was no smooth, easy path which
they must tread. On the contrary, the road to the kingdom was
through much tribulation. Nevertheless, "He led them forth by the
right way," even when it lay in the "wilderness of Shur." The name
means, "a wall." At this point, after three days' travel, they found
the way so hedged up, it seemed impossible to proceed; even as
eremiah complained while he was passing through it long afterwards: "He bath inclosed my ways with hewn stone, He hath
made my paths crooked."
"Hewn stones" make a wall which
cannot be seen through, surmounted, nor destroyed. They came to a
stop in "the wilderness of Shur." Some of our readers may be
there. To such, may the Lord make this paper a word in season.
We are told that here "they found no water."
The poor and the
needy sought water and there was none, and their tongue failed for
thirst." This would be quite a new experience, a fresh, unlooked-for
trouble b tnem, because there had never been any lack of water in.
2 Y 2
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the land where they had dwelt so long. The bountiful Nile, with its
yearly inundations, richly supplied Egypt in this respect. Troubles
unknown are startling, unexpected, and alarming. The unaccustomed
lack of water produced new and painful feelings. The three days'
toilsome march caused tormenting thirst, which, unallayed, distressed
them sorely. They would also teel a growing sense of defilement, as
day after day passed on without affording them the means of cleansing.
Mark these two circumstances of the wilderness probation resulting
from the want of water: first, the growing thirst, producing a sense of
weakness and· helplessness; and, secondly, the increasing sense of
defilement and filthiness. Many of our readers will know how to
apply it.
2. He pToved them by a bitte1' disappointment (verses 23, 24). In their
extremity, they perceived a hope of deliverance-water was at hand.
With expectation raised high, "They came to Marah" ; but, alas! "they
could not drink of the waters of Marah, for they were bit~er." Yes,
disappointment attends the pilgrims. It often happens that the very
thing to which we fondly looked for deliverance does but mock our
hopes. The coveted blessing is reached, and proves a bane; a curse is
in what we trusted would be our comfort. Hopes have been raised
merely to be disappointed. Poor child of grace! hast thou, so soon
after thou hast been freed from Egyptian bondage, come to the waters
of Marah? Are they w exceeding bitter that thou canst not drink '(
It is to put thy faith and patience to the test. "And there-at Marah
-He proved them." Hope deferred, is not hope frustrated, though it
seems so at the time.
But, now they are put to the test, notwithstanding all J ehovah had
formerly done for them, they began to repine. "The people m'umured
against Moses, saying, What shall we drink?" (ver. 24.) The poet
sings"So when my faith is sharply tried,
I find myself a learner yet,
Unstable, weak, and apt to slide."
vVhen put to the proof, it is made clear to us that we are but" sinners
still." Having shown them that, in themselves, they were unbelieving
murmurers, the Lord turned His hand, and next He proves them3. By Cl singulaT deliverance (ver. 25). Perishing with thirst, agitated
and perplexed by the disappointment, Moses was driven to prayer, and,
iu this extremity, "He cried unto the Lord." The answer and the
deliverance came in a most.unthought-of way. Among the trees around,
the Lord showed him one, which he cast into the waters, when the
waters were made sweet. The whole circumstance is a lively representation of the salvation of God's Israel from death, and of the blessings
flowing from the Lord Jesus Christ.
First. The tree represents the Lord Jesus, who is "the apple tree
among the trees of the wood," but whose virtue and efficacy are unknown
till revealed by tbe Lord. In answer to prayer, He is shown to the
perishing, sinful, crying one as the way of escape. Ohrist revealed is
the first step in the carrying out of God's purpose of grace in saving
His people. Secondly. The tree was necessarily cut down. Truly the
children of Israel deserved this fate, because of their unbelief and sin.
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But, behold! the tree is laid low instead of them. A faith's view of
Jesus, as cut down instead of us, is the next step in the experience of
saving grace. Thirdly. The tree was "cast into the waters of Marah,"
significant of the sinking of Jesus in to the waters of sorruw, wrath, and
death, when all the waves and billows thereof overwhelmed His holy
soul. He sank into the depths of the waters, which went "over His
head," when the Lord "made to meet on Him the iniquity of us aIL"
The casting in of the tree also shows the necessity of the application
of the atonement with power to our case. When His person, love, and
grace are S0 applied, the waters of Marah are made sweet-the bitterness departs. "Something secret sweetens alL" The curse is turned
into a blessing. The cause of disappointment and sorrow becomes, by
His grace and love imparted, the means of our salvation from the
trouble. Light arises in the darkness. The bitter waters were made,
by the sacred power of the tree applied to them, life to Israel. They
could drink and rejoice in the interposition of His hand.
4. But now again he proves them by most searching precepts and
promises. "He proved them, and said, If thou wilt diligently hearken
unto the voice of the Lord thy God, and wilt do that which is right
in His sight, and wilt give an ear to His commandments, and keep
all His statutes, I will put none of these diseases upon thee, which I
have brought upon the Egyptians" (verses 25, 2G). We find two
tendencies in regard to the l'recepts of the Word in these days, which
are both equally wrong.. One is, to ignore them altogether, because of
man',; inability to keep them in his own strength; the other is, to
legalize them, which is done when they are so preached or held as
to imply any merit in seeking to walk in them. Some represent the
Father of light and love as with a whip in His hand, ever ready to
chastise His children for the least deviation from His rules. This is
a carnal and God-dishonouring manner of putting the truth. Such
make a whip of the precept, wherewith to flog the saints, and this
is not their legitimate use. The precepts are holy and pure and good,
and unfold the gospel of grace and love, showing us what the Lord
would have us seek to attain to. When applied with power, the
effect is a humbling consciousnes,; of shortcoming, which is accompanied
with a buming desire that the blessed Spirit would work in us both
to will and to do His will. Mark in the precepts before us, the
appeal is to the will of His people-" If thou wilt." It is thus "He
makes His people willing in the day of His power"; and this is the
Gospel use of the preceptive part of God',; vVord. Accompanied with
the precept is a promise of preservation from the curses and destructions which overtake Egypt and the world. By the giving of the
precept, God tries His people',; willingness to obey; and by the
promise, He tries their faith in Him. Now we see, in this season of
probation, Israel was led more and more from herself to her God;
and so5. He proved to them the POWt?· of His grace. "I am the Lord that
healeth thee" (verse 26). Not merely were the waters healed, but
"that healeth thee." He makes everything light when He appears.
J ehovah-rophi is the Healer of the persons of the saints, as well as
4)f their bi~ter waters. If in the twenty-fifth verse we have a revela-
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tion of the grace of the Son, the twenty-sixth verse contains arevelation of the love of the Father. By the teaching of the Spirit,
"Truly our fellowship is jexperimentallyJ with the Father and with
His Son Jesus Christ" (1 ohn i. 1-3). "This is life eternal, that they
might know Thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom Thot
bast sent" (John xvii. 3).
6. Finally, Israel proved the Lord's faithfulness. "They came to
Elim," a place of rest, after the weariness of the trial, "where were
twelve wells of water," in abundance to satisfy their thirst and to
cleanse their persons; "and three-score and ten palm trees," which
afforded shade, food, and oil. There they drew water with joy out of
the wells of salvation; and, gratefully accepting the supply of all their
need, they encamped for a little while beside the waters, until, with
strength renewed, they were able to pursue their journey.
On a review of this episode, we are struck with the variety of
experiences crowded into those few days. It was through the wilderness of Shur, by the waters of Marah, with all the discipline, trials,
and lessons they learned there, that they came to Elim; to find at
length the Lord had led them right, notwithstanding all their murmuring, rebellion, and fears.
" 'Tis the right way, though dark and rough;
Mysterious, yet 'tis clear enough;
And if our souls the end could view,
We should approve the pathway too."

Leicder.

E. C.
NOTES ON DIFFICULT TEXTS.

"For therefon we both lc6bour and wile?' 1'e'[YI'oach, because 1t;e tn/st in
the living God, who is the Saviou1' of all men, specially (1 those that
beliet'e."-l 'TIMOTHY iv. 10.
SOME texts of Scripture are inherently difficult, such as those to which
the Apostle Peter alludes as "hard to be understood" (2 Peter iii. 16).
It is not to these, however, I intend to refer, but rather to some of
those "other Scriptures," which the Apostle, in the same passagf',
declares" the unlearned and unstable wrest unto their own destruction."
For some texts of Scripture undoubtedly present difficulty to the
children of God, by reason of their being persistently quot,ed by the
opponents of the truth in a sense contrary to the general teaching of
the Word of God, because they are thought to mpport the false
doctrine contended for. But for this reiterated interpretation and use
in a wrong sense, it seems to me the texts I speak of would be, comparatively, easily interpreted by those who by lJivine grace are willing
to receive the creature-humbling truths of God's Word, which are
"hidden from the wise and prudent, and revealed unto babes."
The text I have selected for this article is a good illustration of the
above remarks. How often we hli.ve heard it quoted by those who
impugn the doctrine of Divinp. Sov'lreignty arid Election of Grace in
Christ, to endeavour to prove that Scripture teaches that salvation is
cpnditional upon creature-faith, that all men are in a salvable state.
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and that God is willing to save all men, if only they will believe the
Gospel. But(1.) "The Saviour of all men" cannot be underatood in the sense
of spiritual and eternal salvation, for surely God cannot be truly
called the Sat'iou1' (in this sense) of those who live and die enemies
of the Gospel, and finally perish! He is not the Saviour of unbelievers.
"He that believeth not the Son, shall not see life; but the wrath
of God abideth on him." Holy Scripture teaches us that it is not
God's purpose to save the whole human race, but that His everlasting
purpose is, iu. the language of the Seventeenth Article of the Church
of England, "to deliver from curse and damnation those whom He
hath chosen in Christ out of mankind, and to bring them by Christ
to everlasting salvation."
Besides, tLl say that God is "the :Saviour of all men" (in the
sense we are considering), "specially of those that believe," would be
absurd; as if we should say of a specific remedy for some disease,
"The remedy is a certain cure for all attacked by the disease,
especially of those who use it"! We might indeed truly say, "The
remedy is a certain cure if only it be employed," but such a statAment
would not be parallel to that of the text we are considering.
(2.) The meaning of the text is plain and simple' when taken in
connection with its context. The word Saviour is evidently employed
by the Apostle in the sense of Pnse1've7', It is of God the Father
he speaks, and not of the Lord J esu~. He tells us, "Godliness is
profitable for all things, having promise oj the life that now is and of
that which is to come." He declares that "this is a faithful saying and
worthy of all acceptation. For, therefore," he argues, "we both
labour and suffer reproach, because we trust in the living God [in
Him "in whom we live, and move, and have our being "], who is
the Preserver of all men, specially of those that believe." All men
are saved, or preserved, in a temporal sense. "0 Lord, Thou preservest man and beast," saith the Psalmist (Psa. xxxvi. 6). But He
is specially the Preserver of His saints,
"The Lord preserveth the
faithful."
"The Lora fonaketh not His saints, they are preserved
for ever" (Psa. xxxi. 23, and xxxvii. 28). He preserves all men in
"the life that now is," but His people are specially preserved in
"the life that now is," and also to and during "that which is to
come" (see Psa. cxxi. 7, 8). Thus God is "the Saviour of all men,
specially of those that believe."
This is, undoubtedly, the natural interpretation of the text when
taken in connection with its context, and it is confirmed by a similar
use of the Greek verb from which the word translated "Saviour" is
derived, in 2 Tim. iv. 18. "And the Lord shall deliver me from
every evil work, and will preserve me unto His hflavenly kingdom," where, observe, the translation "preserve" is given. The words
"save," "saved," are also unquestionably used in the sense of temporal salvation in Matthew xiv. 30; John xii. 27; Jude 5. Moreover, this interpretation harmonizes fully with the Scriptural teaching
of a free-grace salvation,' accomplished by an almighty Saviour for l;\D
elect people, given to Him in the everlasting covenant of grace.
'Fhis slilvation is made 'known to them at the appointed time by God
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the Holy Ghost, who makes them willing to be saved in God';; way,
and works faith in them to receive the comfort of so great a salvation
for great sinners.
The enemies of truth malign those who hold the doctrines of grace,
by saying we wish to limit the salvation of God to a few. Far from
it ! Every true minister of God earnestly longs for the salvation of
souls, and all saved souls desire that others may be brought to know
experimentally so great a salvation.
What we do wish to do, by God's grace, using the sword of the
Spirit, the W Qrd of God, is to slay the false hope of so many who
think salvation is to be secured by their meritorious act or acts,
whether faith or works, or both combined; and to give all the glory
of salvation to Him, to whom alone it is dut', and ill whose presence
none shall boast. If the preaching and teaching of the present day
did this, men, by God's grace, would not rest in a false profession,
but would be led to really seek and assuredly to find that Saviour
who said, "The Son of Man is come to seek and to save that which
was lost."
C1'ossmaglen, Ireland.
ROBERT J. N OYES.
"HIS NAME SHALL ENDURE FOR EVER."
(PSALM

Ixxii. 17.)

I SHOULD like to ask every true lover of the Lord Jesus Ohrist who
may happen to read the precious words which stand at the head of
this article, 'What effect have they upon your heart, as you muse over
the hallowed sentence ~ I need scarcely say that the Person spoken of
is the Ohrist of God. For, although the words apply primarily to
Solomon, yet I think that no spiritually-enlightened mind can fail
to see, in reading the whole of this magnificent Psalm, that "A
greater than Solomon is here."
I have pnt a question. May I be allowed, first, to answer for
myself 1 and I hope we may then see that, "As in water face
answereth to face, so the heart of man to man." I thank and
bless the God of all grace, that for the last year or two, when
the seventy-second Psalm has come in order again at our morning
worship, my soul has so exulted in the glorious anticipation of
proving through a blissful eternity the truth of this sublime record"His name shall endure for ever," that I have found great difficulty
in reading it aloud; and my soul's response has been something like
this-Cl Yes, blessed Lord! Thy name shall indeed endure for ever
through all Thy vast dominions, and in the hearts of Thy dear redeemed, when time shall be no more."
"Praise, everlaRting praise, be given
For such a hope as thisThat I shall share with Thee in Heaven
A life of endless bliss! "
This poor world has known many a name the very sound of which
made nations tremble. Kings and conquerors have signalized their
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'

Tlte Gospel Magazine.

681

names by deeds of rapine and blood; but where are they now 1 A
dark blot upon the page of history.
" Oblivion's night shall veil the proudest story,
And drop the curtain o'er all human glory."
Others, again, have achieved mighty results in science. Human skill,
in ancient times, moved and lifted ponderous weights by a power
the knowledge of which has utterly perished with the name of him
who discovered and applied it. Vast ruins of cities, and traces of
a remote civilization, have been found in lands where the wild Red
Indian has roved for ages; not a siDgle sign remaining to tell the
history or the name of the people who once inhabited these stupendous ruins.
Thus we might go on enumerating proofs of the mutability and
evanescent character of all human power, greatness, and glory.
Xever let us forget, however, that others have made their names to
be honoured and remembered through all time. Luther, for instance"the solitary monk that shook the world "! and the "noble army of
martyrs," who gave themselves to the flames, rather than deny their
Lord, and sacrifice our civil and religious liberties, which infatuated
England now criminally values so lightly.
In conclusion, let us glance for a moment beyond the perishing things
of time. ,Vhile man's noblest works der.ay; while kingdoms and empires
risA, fall, and are forgotten; the name of our Emmanuel, "the King
of kings, and Lord of lords," shall endure for ever. "Yea, all
kings shall fall down before Him: all nations shall serve Him."
"And blessed be His glorious name for ever: and let the whole
earth be filled with His glory j Amen, and Amen."
How often have we sung with overflowing hearts"How sweet the name of Jesus sounds
In a believer's ear! "
But who can conceive-until disembodied-the infinite sweetness of
that hallowed name, when sung by countless millions of ransomed
souls; every voice blending in immortal harmony; not a discordant
note, nor a faltering tongue, through all the enraptured throng.
" What will it be to be there 1 "
Scarborough.
W. S. ROBINSON.
THE soul can never be settled in a holy peace till it be turned from
its sins. A wicked man's soul is in a mutiny. One affection wars
against another, and all against the conscience and the conscience against
all. But where the heart is framed to the obedience of God's will,
there is peace. 'Whilst we are in our sins, there is ever a fear of the
war which is between God and us j and there is a war in ourselves,
conscience disallowing our practices, and our practices disliking the conduct of conscience, so "there is no peace to the wicked." But when
the Lord Jesus hath taken us in hand, and begun to cure us, and
frame us aright, and show us His wonderful grace in turning us from
our sin, here is matter provided for serenity and peace.
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THE PRAOTIOAL SYMPATHY OF JESUS.
NOTES OF A SERJ\lON PREACHED AT ST. :MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL,
BY THE REV. J. ORl\USTON, ON SUNDAY MORNING, AUGUST 2ND, 1891.

"Jesus thenjore, being uea1'ied with His journey, sat thus on the well."JOHN iv. 6.
THE incidents donnected with our text are among the most touchingly
human in the life of Ohrist. The beloved disciple alone records this
instance of our Lord's weariness. He had probably walked between
twenty and thirty miles, and now, in the noontide heat, He was weary,
and sat by the well. How real it all is. Jesus was wearied; and yet,
in Isaiah xl. 28, we read such words as these: "Hast thou not known 1
hast thou not heard, that the everlasting God, the Lord, the Oreator
of the ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither is weary 1,. Here we see
the two natures-Ohrist, "the everlasting God," the Lord, could not
be weary; but Christ (tS Man was wean/, for He took our nature with
all its infirmities, sin only excepted. His it was to hunger, to thirst,
to be weary. How comforting this is, for it brings Him into touch with
us, or, better, brings us into touch with Him. In the Song of Solomon
we read the language of the Ohurch to her Beloved, her Husband, her
Friend; or, if you like, the words of the sheep to the Great Shepherd,.
"Tell me, 0 Thou whom my soul lov6th, where Thou feedest, where
Thou makest Thy flock to rest at noon: for why should I be as one
that turneth aside by the flocks of Thy companions 1" (chap. i. 7).
Ohrist knows all the weariness of Bis people, for, "He was in all
None can so fully
points tempted like as we are, yet without sin."
sympathize with others as those who have suffered in the same way.
Who can so fully enter into the dangers of the sea, as the sailor who
has suffered shipwreck 1 So our Lord came and took our nature, and
therefore can fully sympathize with each of us. He was wearied. It
was 1'eal weariness, not simulated; just as His tears over Jerusalem were
He was weary, 1'eally weary.
He had walked many miles,
real ones.
and we know His custom was to rise very early, and be about His
Father's businesF. We see, on another occasion, His compassion for
the weariness of His disciples (Mark vi. 31, 32)-" And He said unto
them, Oome ye yourselves apart into a desert place and rest awhile."
It is interesting to note that He does not say, "Go," but" Come ye!"
Here He identifies Himself with them, and where could they find such
rest as in communion with their Lord, especially if He too were weary 1
How complete would be the sympathy! So, fellow-pilgrim, fellowwayfarer, there is comfort for us when weary, for who so weary as our
Lord 1 Surely His dear feet were way-worn as none others have been.
What wonderful words are those in Homans xv. 3 :-" For even Ohrist
pleased not Himself." He never sought rest for any lengthened period.
He was always seeking to comfort others, and was always accessible to
all who came to Him. We find that even His rest was broken into at
night, for Nicodemus "came to Him by night." He was never too
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busy, never too weary, to receive all who came to Him. He was weary
at the well when this woman of Samaria came to Him, but He does
not send her away. True, He breaks silence by asking for water, but
He had a gracious purpose in so doing, and the words only served as a
text for the heavenly message. " Jesus answered and said unto her, Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst again: but whosoever drinketh of
the water that I shall give him, shall never thirst; but the water that I
shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life" (vel'. 13, 14). This, I take it, means, shall never thirst
for other water j for those who once have tasted of the water of salvation ever thirst for more, and the Lord, in His mercy and love, ever
"Jesus therefore, being wearied with His journey, sat thus
gives it.
on the welL" What a lowly position for the King of kings, who now
~its at the Father's right hand. But J ems" loved the Church and gave
Himself for it." Yes, He is made" Head over all to His body the
Church." "In all things He must have the pre-eminence." He is
Head over all the trials of the way, too. What a comfort to His dear
children to know there is no such thing as chance, but that" All must come, and last, and end,
As shall please my heavenly Friend."
All is arranged by a covenant that is "ordered in all things and sure."
All power, all love, all sympathy is vested in Christ. "Ye know the
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though He was rich, yet for your
sakes He became poor, that ye through His poverty might be rich"
(~ Cor. viii. 9).
Set the one over against the other. How poor He
was j how rich we are. He Himself said, "Foxes have holes, and the
birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man hath not where to lay
His head. He sat by the well, weaTy. "For the joy that was set
before Him, He endured the crms, despising the shame." For the
joy was, that which is even now His greatest joy, to "see of the travail
of His soul," in the poor sinner being brought to Himself.
"He must needs go through Samaria." Not only for geographical
reasom, but because of the Father's purpose to bring one poor sinner.
He came, too, at twelve o'clock, just the time when the woman would
he there, fur at that time all the flocks were gathered together for
their noontide rest. He knew it all; arranged, pre-arranged her
coming, and was there ready and waiting when she came. So now,
when the seeking sinner is led with empty vessel to seek Him, it will
always be found that Jesus is waiting for him with salvation, the
finished salvation of God. Yes, Jesus was weary, but proved He was
"able to save to t.he uttermost "-able and willing too. Weary, but
willing; not so weary but His will should be to hasten with willing
feet to save this poor sinner. And what is her testimony later 1
"Come, see a man, which told me all things that ever I did: is not
t his the Christ 1" Who but the Christ of God could deal with her
like this-convicting, convincing, consoling, and making her desire,
above all else, to tell others of what He had done 1 "He is able to
save unto the uttermost all who come unto God by Him." Seeking
sinner, believest thou He is able and willing to do all this fo1' thee?
"Able and willing." There are those here this morning who can say:
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so, fnr they have tasted of thei'e waters, and desire no other. 'Why
did David desire the waters from the well of Bethlehem 1 Because he
had tasted it before; and so they who have once tasted of the waters
of salvation say, "Give me of this water." And, dear child of God,
He is ever pleased to hear this cry, and to supply them, for thus He
glorifies His grace. Oh! the joy the Saviour feels as His redeemed
ones are brought by His grace to feel their need of Him, and come
to Him for salvation. And to these redeemed ones He says, "Enter
thou into the joy of thy Lord." It will be fellowship of joy. He has
finished the w-ork of atonement, that is perfect j but when He has
perfected His people at the resurrection, then He will enter into
<lfulness of joy." The joy of the Lord is the atmosphere in which
the children of God shall spend eternity; joy unspeakable-yes,
unspeakable.
You, dear child of God, have sometimes found it a practical impossibility to tell of the joy which He has allowed you to realize, when,
as it were, you have looked into His face and He has smiled upon
you. This is our infirmity j we must needs speak here with a stammering tongue, for, "Now we see through a glass darkly, but then
face to face." "We shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is."
And then all weariness will be a thing of the past, on which we
shall look back. I doubt not that Jesus looks back upon the weariness, the temptations of Satan, the sorrow, the sufferings He endured,
and so, as I said in my opening remarks, we are brought into touch
with Him. "He is touched with the feeling of our infirmities, for
He was in all points tempted like as we are."
Oh, child of God, don't dishonour Him by thinking He is far off,
instead of close at hand. Don't dishonour Him by thinking some
change has come over Him. "No change Jehovah knows." 'What
He was, that He is. vVas He loving and compassionate when on
earth 1 He is loving and compassionate now. Was He meek and
lowly in heart then 1 He is meek and lowly in heart now, though
seated at the Father's right hand j and He still says to the weary and
heavy laden, "Come unto Me, and I will give you rest." ,. The eyes
of the Lord are upon you, dear child of God, in all your sorrow, and
weariness, and pain j for it is not a promise, but an assured fact,
"The eyes of the Lord an upon the righteous" (not "shall be,"
but aTe upon the righteous j not a promise for the future, but an
assured fact for the present), "and His ears aTe open unto their cry."
Or, more literally, "are into their cry." As if even before your cry
has reached the heavem, He has come down to the lips of your need.
He was waiting to hear, for oh ! we know by experience He is always
more ready to hear than we are to pray. vVe read of Jesus Himself
that with "strong cryings and tears," He poured out His soul "unto
Him that was able to save" j and so He in this too sympathizes with
His people. He in this too was their Forerunner. "For we have
not a High Priest who cannot be touched with the feeling of our
infirmities, but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without
sin."
May grace be given us that we may "come boldly to the throne
of grace, to obtain mercy' and find grace to help in time of need."
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A FEW PLAIN AND LOVING WORDS TO THE OCCUPANTS
OF THE PRINTERS' ALMSHOUSES.-III.

By

THE EDITOR, THEIR HON. CHAPLAIN.

(LUKE vii.)

OUR subject for to-day, my dear friends, is the Doubting Suppliant.
John the Baptist was a remarkable character. He had been prophetically spoken of some seven centuries before he was born, and most
distinctly Eet Jorth as the immediate forerunner of Christ. When
about to be born, the angel Gabriel, as a special messenger from heaven,
announced the fact, to the perfect surprise of his father Zacharias, wh(}
was to remain dumb until the child's birth, because he believed not the
angel's words j but, in spite of his temporary unbelief, the way in which
his speech was restored, was very striking j for, when they were about,
to name him after his father, and his mother insisted that he should be
called John, they "made signs to bis father, how he would have him
called, and he asked for a writing-table, and wrote, saying, His name
is John. And they marvelled all. And his mouth was opened
immediately, and his tongue loosed, and he spake, and praised God."
Such was the result of these so singular circumstances that we read :
"Fear came on all that dwelt round about them j and all these sayings [or things] were noised abroad throughout all the hill country of
J udl£a. And all they that heard them laid them up in their hearts,
saying, V{hat manner of child shall this be !"
Then, as to the announcement of John's mission, we read as follows,
in the opening of the Gospel of Mark; "The beginning of the Gospel
of Jesus Christ, the Son of God j as it is written in the Prophets,
Behold, I send My messenger before Thy face, which shall prepare
Thy way before Thee. The voice of one crying in the wilderness,
Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make His paths straight. John did
baptize in the wilderness, and preach the baptism of repentance for
the remission of sins. And there went out unto him all the land ot
J udl£a, and they of Jerusalem, and were all baptized of him in the
river of Jordan, confessing their sins" (Mark i. 1-5).
In proof that J uhn knew his position as merely a servant or messenger, and in proof likewise of his holy jealousy for the name and
fame of J esu~, mark his words: "I indeed baptize you with water
unto repentance: but He that c.ometh after me is mightier than I,
whose shops I am not worthy to bear: He shall baptize you with
the Holy Ghost" and wiLh fire: whose fan is in His hand, and He
will throughly purge His floor, and gather His wheat into the
garner; but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire. Then,
comcth J flWS from Galilee to Jordan unto J obn, to be baptized of
him. But John forbad Him, saying, I have need to be baptized of
Thee, and comest Thou to me 1" (Matt. iii. 11-14.)
I have dwelt upon these facts, in order that you may see that John
.the Baptist was perfectly aware of his position, and of the work to
which he was called. In spite of this fact, however, notice the circumstances under which we meet with him, in the chapter before us. He
had been cast into prison, on accouut of his remonstrances and hi".
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faithfulness in Tl'gard to the conduct of Herod. Hence, as a poor
fallen son of Adam, in common with ourselves, he, no doubt, reasoned
with himself after this fashion: " Well, this is very strange j if I were
destined to be of some little use in my Master's service, I wonder He
should suffer my work to be interrupted in this way ~ I am surprised
at His allowing a man to stop me-to imprison me-and that, too,
because I was honest and faithful in the charge I brought against
him. This seems but a poor reward for my labour." Hencp, in this
fit of despondency, and under the immediate in£luence of creaturereasoning and fleshly-faithlessness, upon hearing cfhe works of Jesus,
he sends messengers from the prison to inquire, 'Art thou He that
should come, or do we look for another ~" Such inquiry proves that
John's faith at the time must have been at a low ebb indeed.
It may be well for us, in passing, to touch upon the circumstances
under which John was cast into prison. As already expressed, it was
his faithful dealings with Herod, in charging him with the unlawfulness
of his taking his brother Philip'" wife, that roused his ire; and this
conduct of Herod was the more flagrant from the fact left on record
that" he feared John, knowing that he was a just man and an holy, and
observed him j and, when he heard him, he did many things, and heard
him gladly." Now this, I say, made Herod's after conduct the more
sinful, inasmuch as he acted against light and knowledge. So that you
see teaching is not always trustworthy. The most enlightened of men
have too often sinned, and that in the face of an accusing conscience.
In proof of the desperate wickedness of the human heart, and to what
extent of sin and iniquity it will go, when and where left to itself,
Herodias, not succeeding, in her anger, to destroy John, nevertheless,
cherished a murderous design in her heart against him. Hence, when
Herod had promised with an oath that he would give the daughter of
Herodias, who danced before him, whatsoever' she might ask, even
to the half of his kingdom, she appealed to her mother, as before
instructed, as to what she should ask for ~ The choice was, "The
head of John the Baptist."
What could have been more wicked ~
Where could there have been stronger proof of her murderous wi,h and
purpose, if so be an opportunity ever presented itself ~ Where, again,
could there be clearer evidence of the sad effects of evil counsel and bad
example ~ One would have naturally supposed that such a proposal,
upon the part. of the mother, would have perfectly shocked this so
attractive girl (as far as Herod was concerned). In place of which,
and instead of remonstrating with her mother, upon so dreadful and
despicable a choice, we read that "she came in straightway with haste
unto the king." She neither hesitated nor delayed, but with the utmost
willingness and the promptest readiness, accedEd to her wicked
mother's proposal. Having thus hurried into his presence, and, in spite
of those by whom he was then and there surrounded, and braving
what they might think of her murderous request, "she asked, saying, I
will that thou give me, by and by, in a charger, the head ofJohn the
Baptist."
Now we see here, dear friends, the progress of sin and the force of
example. In thus requesting, not merely the life of John, but that
his head might be given to her in a charger, she evidently entertained
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the wish and design of herself presenting that awful gift to her
triumphing mother. Thus, from a dancing and much-admired girl, she
became there and then a murderer, and exulted in her bloody deed.
Oh, see again, I say, the progress of sin. It has been said, "Give
Satan an inch, and he'll take an ell." "Vho can tell where the course
of sin will stop, or to what extent evil purposes and wicked designs
may reach 7 As for the king'" regret, as bere expressed, and his
regard for his oath, it is not worthy of a moment's consideration;
It was pride that prompted him-" for their sakes which sat with him"
-that" the king immediately sent an executioner, and commanded John's
head to be brought." Instead of yielding to this unlawful act and lending
himself to so guilty a proposal, it was for him at once to have said,
" Yon ask me for what it is not my province to give. The life of a
fellow-creature is no more in my power to take than to give." This
was the stand he ought to IHwe made-this his reply to so vile a
request.
Eut to return to John. Some have thought, that when in prison he
heard of the works of Jesus, he sent messengers with the question,
"Art Thou He that should come, or do we look for another 7" in
order that they might be convinced of His Messiahship from what they
might see and hear of His doing~. I don't think that was the Baptist's
object j but, as I have already stated, I believe it was in consequence
of his own doubts about the matter that he was induced to send his
two disciples upon this errand of inquiry. He fell into a doubting,
desponding state, as all the Lord's children (however previously highly
favoured) will do, if the Lord sees fit to withdraw the light of His
countenance, and leaves them to contend with circumstances or to
judge from appearances. Nature or the arguments of men can by no
means assist them, when it pleases God to put their faith to the test.
Indeed, the higher and the more unquestionable previous indulgences,
the more acute and severe the after-tests! Hence the folly of lookiog to the creature, or depending upon an arm of flesh; and equally
wrong is it to speak of or ueal harshly with one whom the Lord,
in His infinite wisdom, suhjects to trial, or visits affiictively. It was
the Lord'" "strange work" and (humanly speaking) unaccountable dealings with Job that aroused .the suspicions of his friends, and prompted
them to ask, "Is there some secret thing with thee 7 "
Considering what had so long been foretold of John, the signal
way in wnich he was looked up to, and. the la-rge extent to which he
was followed, the Lord well knew the creature dependence which
would be brought to bear upon him. Hence, in proportion as he was
exalted, Christ would be debased or neglected. Therefore the Lord dealt
with him in so summary a way. His work was to be a great work,
but a short one. He was to be paid this way far sooner and much
more promptly than he had for one moment imagined j aye, and it
was a large and a liberal recompense too, although paid in so strange
a way, and through such an unexpected medium. The spleen of Herodias,
the murderous concurrence of her hapless daughter, the cowardly
yielding of proud Herod, was all under Divine permission, to teach,
not merely in John's day, but down to the latest moment of the
time state, that the Lord Jehovah has, no need of the puny arm of
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man, or the help of the creature, to aid, carry out, or accomplish His
wise and wonder-working designs and purposes.
"Deep in unfathomable mines
" Ye fearful saints, fresh courage
Of never-failing skill,
take,
He treasures up His bright deThe clouds ye so much dread
signs,
Are big with mercy, and shall
And works His sovereign will.
break
In blessings on your head.
" His purposes shall ripen fast,
"Judge not the Lord by feeble sense,
Unfolding every hour;
The bud ma-y have a bitter
But trust Him for His grace;
taste,
Behind a frowning Providence,
But sweet will be the :Bower.
He hides a smiling face.
"Blind unbelief is sure to err,
And scan His work in vain;
God is His own Interpreter,
And He will make it plain."

...

"THIS IS NOT YOUR REST."
A THIRD LETTER TO AN OLD AND I1iUCH-VALUED FRIEND.

August 31st, 1891.

My DEAR BROTHER IN CHRIST,-I write this on board the steamer,
much wishing you were with me. You know, we get the air, and enjoy
the sea-breeze, without the fatigue of walking. [think I feel the
advance of years in this respect more than any other. Since taking
the chill I mentioned to you, when on shipboard the last Friday in
April, my poor back has given out sadly, so that walking becomes labour
indeed. How thankful I am for that word" carry," in Isaiah xlvi. 4,
"And even to your old age I am He j and even to hoar hairs will I
carry you: I have made, and I will bear; even I will carry, and will
deliver you."
It was so considerate of our blessed Lord and Master thus to anticipate our condition, and thus promise to provide against and meet our
necessitous condition, as weak and helpless. Were we not so blind
and so "slow of heart to believe," we should see that there are both
provision and promises to meet all the varied states and stages through
which we have to pitss. There is not a blank nor a void, in regard to
all our wilderness wanderings, from Egypt to Canaan, but ample provision and a divine all-sufficiency will be found in all the diversified
circumstances of our pilgrim journey. The" I am with thee," and
"My grace is sufficient for thee," will stand good from first to last.
I have been thinking lately, dear brother, how we dishonour the
Lord, and what poor returns we make for all His marvellous goodness
and mercy, in that we should ever call in question, even for a moment,
His continued loving-kindness, and divine favour and compassion. Why
should we entertain the idea that He had foreseen our condition and
provided for our necessities up to a certain point, leaving the rest to
a mere peradventure, or to our own puny wisdom and creature powerlessness! What an insult to the Majesty of heaven is the cherishing
such a thought. This will so specially be seen, if we remember how
repeatedly the end is identified with the beginning. Not only did the
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Lord promise that He would deliver from Egypt, but He pledged Himself to give Canaan. In like manner, it is declared with equal certainty,
"The Lord will give grace and glory: no good thing will He withhold
from them that walk uprightly." Hence the grace and the glorythe can and the conquest-are so ble5sedly blended-yea, so identified
the one wich the other; and "what God hath joined together, let not
man put asunder."
Apart frum that glorious declaration, "The Lord hath appeared of old
unto me, saying, Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love:
therefore with- loving-kindness have I drawn thee" (Jer. xxxi. 3), were
there any failure upon the part of the Lord to accomplish His covenant
designs and carry out His eternal purposes, what a reflection would such
failure be upon Christ's own personal testimony in the days of His flesh:
"Which of you, intending to build a tower, sitteth not down first, :lied
counteth the cost, whether he have sufficient to finish it ~ Lest haply,
after he hath laid the foundation, and is not able to finish it, an that
behold it begin to mock him, saying, This man began to build, and was
not able to finish. Or what king, going to make war against another
king, sitteth not down first, and consulteth whether he be able with ten
thousand to meet him that cometh against him with twenty thousand ~.,
(Luke xiv. 28-31.) Moreover, such defeat would completely nullify the
divine records, as to His immutability-His resting in His love-His
being "the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever."
Touching upon old age and the infirmities of advanced years, there
are some precious consideration~, and that in connection with the portion
of the Word already quoted, "Even to your old age I am He," &c.
You remember the old adage, "Once a man, and twice a child." Is it
not, therefore, a cheering fact that this promise meets that very condition as to "bearing" and "cltrrying" ~ I am not aware whetheL' you
al e acquainted with my booklet, "Gentle Jesus " or, Childhood's Cry tile
Plea of Old Age." Now, in that little work I have endeavoured to show
that the Lord so brings down the hearts of His people by labour, as to
render each and every request, in that old and familiar Srlllg, the plaintive
and the earnest petition of b0th the fathers in Christ and the mothers
in Isr~el. Moreover, when we contemplate the fact, that the Lord said
of little children, that "of such is the kingdom of heaven," how gratel'ul
is the consideration, that our weakness, frai.lty, helplessness, and timidity,.
are no barrier to the meeting of our varied necessities, but the rather
render us the more suitable and adltpted recipients of the promises made
for such condition.
Now, there is a feature with respect to childhood which I think we
are prone to overlook: it is the repeated assurance, upon the part of
the parent, both by words and actions, of the loving interest in the
child. Moreover, the child looks for and values these love-tokens. As
years advance and occupation and associations multiply, there is, to
say the least, a diversion from the repeated love-assurances before
given. There is a certain confidence and dependence based upon the
knowledge inseparable froUl relationship; still, for various reasonsfresh connexions and new engagements-intercourse is interrupted.
Now, does not this apply, dear brother, to the pilgrim's course ~ Has
there not been the weaning from the breast ~ no more the dandling
2 z
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on the knees 1 The interchanges of affection have, in great measure,
ceased with the "forsaking of the firs~ love." In this condition
there is the walking by faith; there is at least a measure of dependence-a child-like confidence and trust-but little enjoyment, very
sparing indulgence. This is of the past, inspiring hope for a future
renewal. Did not the Lord Himself throw light upon this weaned
state and condition of things, in which He said, in reply to the
inquiry, why His disciples fasted not when the disciples of John fasted
oft 1 "Can the children of the bridechamher fast when the Bridegroom
is with them 1- but the time cometh when the Bridegroom shaH be
taken away; then shall they fast in those days" 7 Now, is this not
precisely the case with us, dear brother 7 Oh, think for a moment
how it would be with us, were we, under present circLlmstances, to be
favoured as we have been in days gone by. ,Vere we indulged with
the sweet visits of Jesus, such as we have known in the past, can you
imagine that we should be contented to remain as we are and where
we are 1 With increased infirmities-the failure of heart and fleshthe so deepened sense of the vanity, the unsatisfactory and the
perishing nature of all human things -coupled with the hidings of His
face and the removal of those once so near and dear to us, should wecould we-be willing to linger and loiter here, if at the same time
Jesus were. to commune with us, and to allure us to high and noble
delights as He once did 1 Assuredly not. Moreover, it behoves us
ever to remember that those love-visits-so sweet at the time and so
sacred in the review-were paid us in times of perplexity-seasons of
sorrow-and under circumstances of special need. Then, in His pitifulness and compassion, and when He saw our helplessness, our
anguish, our absolute requirements, He so lovingly and opportunely
ministered to our necessities. Ah, yes! He ratified and confirmed His
so gracious testimony, "Your Heavenly Father Imoweth that ye have
need of all these things."
Although tried now in a way very unlike what I ever before encountered, yet, at the same time, I am astounded as I contemplate the
Lord's goodness and mercy to me, in the ne,,' and un trodden path
upon which He has called me to enter. I see thereby the largeness
of His heart-the superabundant means at His command-and His
Divine faithfulness and unchangeableness. My grief is my want of
gratitude-my want of faith-my want of a simple and more childlike confidence that He will continue to be what He has been, in His
wisdom, His love, His power, even to the end. 'When, in reference to
my distress and misgivings, He puts to me the question, "Is this thy
kindness to thy Friend 7" I am struck dumb before Him. I can only
at times answer in sighs and tears.
I cannot tell you the solace it has been to me, since I met with
the statement in dear Mr. HUNTINGTON'S writings, some time since.
He-that giant in divinity-that bold and fearless defender of tbe
faith-declared that "for the last twenty years, although a Boanerges
in the pulpit, hI' had scarcely gone a day dry-eyed to the throne of grace,
not from a dread of wrath to come, but from a sense of sinfulness
and ingratitude." Ob, how thankful I was for such a testimony from
such a source. It was so precisely my own state. Not a creature, I
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presume, could imagine what I suffer in this respect, the more especially
now that I am (shall I say 7) tongue-tied. When I could stand in the
pUlpit and pour out my heart before the Lord and in the presence of
His people, the relief was unbounded. I sensibly felt I was tried for
their sakes, as well as my own. Hence, my envy of His servants, and
my craving for the pulpit, and my intense self-reproach for not having
better estimated the privilege whilst yet it was bestowed upon me, is
more than I can express. I feel that I would gladly undergo afresh.
all that I haye been called to pass through, during the last five-andforty years, could I but 'be indulged again to occupy the pulpit, and
to speak in His dear and ever-adorable Name!
There is one fact I must add, dear brother. It is this: in spite of
the numerous exercises of which I am the subject, the doubts and
-dreads-the sinkings and shrinkings-I have, upon two or three occasions lately, put the question to myself, " Well, do you think He will
ever say to you, 'Depart" ye cursed'" 7 " No, never!" is my instantalIeous mental reply"His love in times past forbids me to think
He'll leave me at last in trouble to sink;
Each sweet Ebenezer I have in review
Oonfirms His good pleasure to help me quite through."
Affectionately yours,
To J. H. BOOBBYER, ESQ.
D. A. DOUDNEY.
HEART-ECHOES.
WE are sure that the annexed lines by Mrs. CHAPLIK will find all echo
in many a heart. We are pleased indeed to hear of the hearty
response to the proposal to publish a selection of her poems in book
form. Such a, work will receive a hearty welcome to many a pilgrim's
home, inasmuch as its contents give so vivid and varied a description
of the way and the warfare of the wilderness. The every piece from
Mrs. CHAPLIN'S ready pen bespeaks heart-knowledge of the zig-zag and
so chequered course pilgrims are called to traverse. Hence her sympathetic and so practical response to fellow-travellers. In the following
lines she expresses herself as one who, from time to time, has felt the
point and the preciousness of even a couplet whispered to the heart, in
spite of a dark cloud, the midnight gloom, or even the raging of the
wind called Euroclydon. Ah! it is but for Jesus to speak-yea, one
" Fear-not" from His loved and loving lips will, as in the days of His
t1esh, assuage the tempest-hush the storm-smooth the raging
billows, and cause the] previously-affrighted soul to exclaim, with holy
admir.\tion and grateful astonishment, "What manner of Man is this,
that the winds and the sea obey Him 7"
HELPFUL OOUPLETS.~'
Sometimes into my heart, sometimes into yours,
Sometimes o'er an eager crowd the telling fulness pours;
In the desert, on the sea, in the chamber dim,
Oh, the rest, the peace, the joy-in two lines of a hymn.
;I<
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Blest, above all others blest,
Giving prince and peasant rest,
In the life-storms; in the hour
When the life-storm s lose their power ;
When there nears the final trst-Swelling anguish in the breastSins like mountains on the soul,
While around death's billows rollBlest, above all other blest,
Giving prince and peasant rest.• Rock of ages, shelter me,
Let me hide myself in Thee."
There was a sonow sent to one,
And all the living seemed u.ndone;
A mass of circumstantial ill,
Tumbled athwart life's lowly rill;
And there was sin, and there was
wrong,
Which threatened misery for long;
While all the future stream of life
Looked turbid with the dregs of strife.
God looked in love, the stream was
cleared,
But on its side the mass appearedReady at any tottch to fall
Across the life and ruin all;
So rest was foiled by fear, and pain
Came plungin~ to the heart again,
Till peace was throned on one sweet
word.. Eterna! a.re Thy mercies, Lord."
Row many a wearied, pain-ra.clied
frame,
Prostrate with natural grief
(When it has seemed impossible
For earth to bring relief),
Has quieted its sobs to hear
Some kindly watcher say.. When languor and disease inva(.e
This trembling house of clay."
Or when;, 'mid happy tluongs, on ('DC
Of Zion's holy days,
From lip and heart repeated spring
Some well-known hymn of praist';
The climax comes when one repeats,
As with ecstatic glee" If such the sweetness of the stream,
What must the fountain be?"
There's a hymn they sing so seldom
In these pushing, changeful days,
" Come, Thou fount of every blessing,
Tune my heart to sing Thy praise; "
But its two lines have been uttered
Where a centm-y's saints have
trod.. Jesus sought me when a stranger,
Wandering from the fold of God."

Arc we weary, does the way
Seem to darken day by day?
Do our bosoms swell with shame.
At earth's scorn of Jesu's name?
Rave we lost our early hold
Of His love-has 07.l7'S grown cold?
True-too true, but this imparts
Rope aud patience to our hearts:
" Soon the joyful news will oomeChild, your .Father calls, Come home."
There have been times when sins and
snares
Have fixed their shackles unawares
On the poor soul who on,:e was
blest
To lean its weight on J esu's breast:
Shall Satan triumph? Oh. the lie ~
Hark how the precious words roll
by"Grace will complete what grace
begins,
To save from sorrows or from sins."
The sorrows of life have a pitiful
strength,
And the spirit most hopeful is "broken
at length;
The care of the Churches, the guile
of the foe,
The misunderstandings which g.lther
below,
Tne sins of our nature, our home, and
our kin,
The comforts we lose when the world
rushes in;
All these, and the fear lest y,-e find
not the fold,
Make sweeter by far that sweet
stanza of old.. Still, still I am with thfe, :My
promise shall stand,
Through tempest and tos~ing I'll
bring thee to land."
Have we a blessing from above, An in wrought taste of Jesu's loye?
I And do we wish to give it voice,
That those who love us may rejoice ~
Quick through th' appreciative soul
The ready words of rapture rolt" All over glOTious is my Lord,
Must be beloved and yet adored";
Then, ~iith solicitude and care,
We breathe the praise that's h[\1£ a.
prayer" His worth, if all the nations knew,
Sure the whole earth would love Him
too."
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OALLING TO REMEMBRANCE.
1'0 the Edit01' of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-Infirmity, with its consequent hindrances, has prevented
my acknowledging your kindness to me, who am a stracger to you,
though you are no stranger to me, for I know you well. I now,
however, thank you most sincerely for you kindness in sending me
the packet of little books, the Postal Order, and the card with
a few 'words on it. I was surprised j I should never have dreamt o~
such a thing. May the Lord, who ordered it, bless you for it. The
first portion you mention on the card, "0 Israel," &c. (Isaiah xliv. 21),
'was never given me personally, but the second, whIch I think embodies the first, "My God," &c. (Phi!. iv. 19), was given me many
years ago, and has never failed. I could take you to the room where
it was given me. I never should have thought of writing anything
that would interest a person like you, dear sir, but God will do as he
pleases.
As soon as I saw your initials on the card, and your name on the
books, I was in Egg Buckland Churchyard in the twinkling of an eye,
on the solemn morning of the funeral of our late dear minister,
G. D. D. Mentally, I saw you leaning on a headstone weeping, while
we were singing that beautiful hymn, "0 blissful dawn," &c. I happened to be one of the bearers. Then followed, in my imagination,
those vast and solemn assemblies at Charles Chapel, both before and
after the death and burial of the dear man. I have often rehearsed
it to my family. Then, again, I thought of some of those texts that
~ou came to Oharles Chapel with, before your appointment to Bedminster: as, "Why sayest thou, 0 Jacob," &c. (Isaiah xl. 27 to end) j
and, "The Lord that delivered me out of the paw of the lion ," &c.
(1 Sam. xvii. 37). Ah! sir, I knew but little of those things at that
time, but I think I've known a little since, but the memory of those
things is, at times, refreshing. Then, again, when you were appointed
to Bedminster, our dear minister preached from those words, on the
first Thursday eve after, "This poor man cried, and the Lord heard
him, and saved him out of his trouble" (Psa. xxxiv. 6). I remember
his saying, the Lord had placed you among a people that you would
love, and be loved by them. And I doubt not you have proved his
words true. I trust, dear sir, you will bear with me for thus tres·,
passing on your attention, but I do hope I love you in the Lord.
Yours affectionately and respectfully,
Ply1n01dh, October 6th, 1891.
HENRY SMART.
CO~Il\IEjns.

We will leave the reader to imagine what we felt upon receipt of
the foregoing.
We knew nothing of the writer, but llad been
prompted to drop a line to him, in consequence of a letter of his
which appeared in Zion's Wdness for October. How little were we
aware of the facts to which he refers. His epistle came to hand the
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IS 0 matter what the case may beSpring highest joy or fear"How sweet the name of Jens
sounds
In a believer's ear' "
1Yhile many a sai~t who ca,nnot
sing,
Whispers with bated breath., Oh, may the music of Thy name
Refresh my soul in death."

And oh, how precious to the child
Of sorrow is the strain" There is a land of pure delight
Where saints immortal reign; "
For oft the while their sighs are
hushed,
To cJ.tch the notes that rise,
They "see the Canaan that they
love,
With unbeclouded eyes."

Rave we been led, in holy grief,
To gaze on Cu.lvary's woe?
To stand before a suffering Christ,
Whose suffering love we know?" Oh, blessed sight, oh, lovely
form"
Said o-de more blest than we«I'd crawl before Him as a worm,
And see Him bleed for me."

Yet does a sense of weu.kness mar
Earth's noblest songs of praiseWe see the vast disparity
Between our words and ways.
So-yearning for heaven's purity,
We breathe in joyful tone"Come, let us join our cheerful
songs
With u.ngels round the throne.~'

Does the mad world-a seething
crowdPress round us on our homeward
way?
01' does stern labour-clanging loud.
Obliterate heaven's harmony P
Oue beckoning of God's-we fly.
Beyond reproach, beyond con·
trol"Up to the fields where angels lie.
And living waters gently roll."

Oh, would to God the saints were
more
Who love the dear old hymns of yore;
Sound hymns, which carry in their
make
The features of a soul at stake!
Not sentiment to link with sound,
Where ingenuities abound;
But, the glad breathings or a soul
Which Christ has pitied and ma,de
whole.

Sometimes into my heart, sometimes into YOUt's,
Sometimes o'er an eager crowd the telling fulness pours;
Oh, the sympathies that spring-joy and misery blentIn the echo of a strain by COWPER, HART, or KENT.
Galleywood, Chelmsford.
M. A. CHA.PLIW.

HUMILITY.

" G0d 7'esisteth the prowl, but giveth gmce 16nto the humble. . . . Humble
yourselves in the :;ight of the Lord," d':C.-JAMES iv. 6-10.
THESE words may admonish us to labour for humility, to think basely
of ourselves, and to be lowly in our own eyes and so shall we be more
acceptable to God. Our Saviour Christ hath ever been lovingly affected
towards those that were of a humble mind. 'When the good centurion
had such a base conceit of himself, that he thought not himself worthy
that Christ should come under his roof, oh, how highly our Saviour
commendeth him! The deeper the well is, the sweeter the water; so
the more humble any man is in his own conceit, the more acceptable
he is to God. And as the sun, the higher he is in the firmament, the
shorter shadows he maketh, so virtue and grace, the higher and more
eminent it i!', the less ostentation it maketh.
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day but one after the thirty-third anniversary of our preach~ng what
is called a trial sermon, at Bristol, and our unanimous appointment to
the incumbency of St. Luke's, Bedminster, upon the following Monday.
Our correspondent refers, moreover, not only to the never-to-be-forgotten scene at the iuneral of our dear brother, but to our subsflquent
preaching his funeral sermon at Charles Chapel, now St. Luke's,
Church, Plymouth. Oh, how much does all this recall, especially
under present circumstances, when we are wholly laid aside from
the sweet, the sacred, the unspeakably blessed privilege of preaching!
Oh, how intensely do we desire a renewal of that so rich and distinguishing mercy. How everything short of it dwindles into a wretched,
unsatisfactory insignificancy. Into what positivo contempt and worthlessness does everything of earth fall, if there be any attempt whatever
to set such human and mere passing things in contrast ! We maintain
that, next to his own personal salvation, the highest honour and the
most distinguishing privilege the Lord can confer upon mortals, is the
speaking in His dear and ever-blessed Name!
THE EDITOR.
"CAST DOWN, BUT NOT DESTROYED."
To the Editor of the Gospel 111agazine.
. My DEAR BROTHER,-Very much more than words can express, do
I thank you for the timely help that you have so generously sent me.
God knows how much I need it, and how much more I need to keep
square with those with whom I have to providentially do. I have
no good news to tell you about my son-would to God that I
had. I am sadly afraid that my usual preaching tours are at an end,
for I shall now be afraid of leaving home, even for a short time.
Three weeks ago we witnessed such a scene with him, that I beg God
it may never occur again. He yelled and shouted by the hour
together most awfully. Indeed, I could not have believed it possible
for any human being to make such a noise. I believe that he was as
much possessed of the devil as the mad Gadarene. He is now having
fits more frequently than ever. Sunday afternoon week he was broUght
home in one; and the other night he alarmed us all most dreadfully.
On his way to bed he went into the bathroom, locked himself in, and
was taken with a fit. We heard him scream and fall, but could not
get to him, and the water came rushing under the door of the bathroom, and we feared that he was drowning in the bath. At last my
youngest SOll, unknown to us, climbed up the spout, and succeeded
in getting into the room through the window, when he found him
doubled up, naked, in the corner of the room. This was a dreadful
shock to us all, especially to my wife; indeed, we are now almost in
continual terror, not knowing what may happen next. He is now a
strong man, twenty-six years of age; but, oh, such a handful and heartfull! I often feel that we need no other trouble but this j but, oh,
how many more we do have!
Many thanks, also, for your kind letter, which I hope to put into
the Witness in due course. I do, indeed, sympathize with you in the
loss of the use of one of your eyes; that, with the loss of your
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preadling appointment, must indeed be hard to bear; and yet, you
well know that"Hitherto the Lord hath helped you,
Watched you with especial care."
" A, few more rolling suns at most
Will land you on fair Canaan's coast,
Where you shall sing the song of grace,
And see your glorious Hiding Place."
That your last days may be your best days, is the hearty wisb, dear
brother, of yours affectionately in the Beloved,
HuU, August 28th, 1891.
A. WII.COCKSON.
COMMENTS.

'\Vords fail to express what we felt on receipt of the preceding letter.
It reached us late in the evening, and, as the roader may imagine,
served to furnish fresh material for thought during the wakefulness of
the night-season. We were, however, more than ever confirmed in the
conviction-one that has long and deeply impressed our own mindnamely, that the Lord, in the present clay especially, sees it necessary
to exercise His own children (particularly His ministering servants)
with weight and care and auxiety of some sort or other, that should
so prostrate them, in regard to their own wisdom and strength, as to
compel them to resort to Him who only can own, lead, and uphold.
This conviction was probably the more deeply impressed upon the
mind, from the fact that, jUot previously to the receipt of the letter
aforementioned, we had met on shipboard a gentleman with whose
connections we bad long ago been most familiar. He had himself
attained to upwards of threescore and ten; and, as we spoke of one
and another and another whom we had both personally known some
sixty years since, we could but mentally exclaim, "And where are
they now ~" Whilst we thought of this and that onr, then so prominent and prosperous, we could but feel that that very prosperity had
been attended with ruinous consequences in the end-that it had been
better far for them to have known what trouble and adversity were,
than to have been left to their own devices. the which had ended so
haplessly. In connection with the names t'hus mutually remembered
and spoken of, there was abundant evidence of this fact. There was
one case in particular, which forced itself upon our mind, and which
had been vividly before us for more than sixty years; but, for special
reasons, we dare not touch upon it, in the conversation in which we
had been engaged.
Moreover, there were certain books to which the
friend in question referred as having read, the which were of a most
dangerous and delusive character. Our reply was, that we dare not
resort to such, as we had f\vil and scepticism enough in ~our own heart
already, withont adding fuel to the fire. At parting, we placed a
couple of booklets in his hand, with the bope that the Lord might
bless the perusal, especially as he had just informed us, that he had
followed sundry members of a family to the grave whose business
premises had been in our own parish,
The reader may, theref:>re, in some degree judge of our feelings,
when in such striking contrast to the mere lJassing and temporary
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prosperity of which we have been speaking, we read the foregoing letter.
What a difference! What a practical comment upon both the thirtyseventh and the seventy-third Psalms. Dear reader, do turn to them,
and consider the testimonies they contain. How daily facts ratify and
confirm the statement.
Well, upon reading Mr. WILCOCKSON'S letter, the first feeling that it
awakened was perfect shame and intense self-loathing, on account of
feeling, as, alas! we do, under a mere tithe of our affiicted brother's
trials. OUTS bear no comparison whatever with his. Hence we have
need of deep' self-reproach, that we should for one moment repine ! We
desire, therefore, to fall before the Lord in humility and brokenness of
he:).rt, in that we have so failed to estimate the boundlessness of His
mercy, the vastness of His goodness, the infinitude of His compassion,
forbearance, and loving-kindness. In all the fulness of our heart we
say with the Prophet Daniel, "0 Lord, hear; 0 Lord, forgive; 0
Lord, hearken and do; defer not, for Thine own sake, 0 my God."
Oh, how well those words suit us, "0 Lord, to us belongeth confusion
of face"; and, from our inmost soul we exclaim, "Enter not into
judgment with Thy servant, 0 Lord: for in Thy sight shall no man
living be justified."
Bllt now to our affiicted friend and brother. In the soul-travail,
during the wakefulness of the night, on his behalf; came the word about
his so sorely-affiicted son, the command of the Lord to Satan respecting Job, "Save his life." So that we felt, to whatever extent the adversary might go, and however severe the buffetings-that although there
might be but, as it were, a hair's breadth between him and death,
still there was the boundary-the limit-over or beyond which the
enemy dare not-could not-venture or intrude. "Save his life!"
could not be invaded nor interfered with; the poor, affiicted, devilharassed, and Satan-haunted one was engarrisoned by Omnipotent
strength, and enfolded in a Divine embrace; and no sooner shall the
words of an Almighty Jesus, "Uome out of him, thou unclean spirit,"
he spoken, than he shall be found, as the poor dispossessed mad
Gadarene, "sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind."
Ah! and, if we are not greatlYlmistaken, that sitting will not be below,
in this vale of tears, amid sin, sorrow, corruption, and death, but with
Abrabam and Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom above. We believe he
is passing through his time of sorrow now; he is encountering-and
that to an agonizing extent-the fruits of sin and the effects of the
fall, and that common transgression in which the whole human family
are involved; but his pathway so rough-his cross so heavy--his course
so complicated and mysterious, shall soon give place to a joy that is
"unspeakable anrl full of glory." Yes, we believe results wilt prove, in
his happy, though now so critical a case, that" Eternal joy,s shall soon repay
The sorrows of the good old way."
We believe that the present so severe a sufferer will prove no exception to the universal fllle"He led their feet far wandering round,
'Twas the right road to Oanaan's ground."
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This midnight, home-and-heart-spoken word, "Save his life;' was
immediately followed by that precious truth, "Wherein ye greatly
rrjoice, though now for a season,.if need br, ye are in heaviness through
manifold temptations: that the trial of your faith, being much more
precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might
be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus
Christ" (1 Peter i. 6, 7). 'Ve at once saw that "need be" on our
friend and brother's behalf. He has again and again been favoured in
no usual manner, but to a rare and most uncommon extent, with intercourse with Jes-us, and Gommllnion with the Beloved. Such cxpliriences
and so privileged indulgences are most assuredly attended with severe
tests and sore trials. Such, instrumentally, not only supply material for
ministering, but serve as a safeguard to keep up the distinction, and
stand aloof from the artifices, delusion~, and entrapments that enshroud
the professing Church of the present day with a denseness little better
thaon a midnight darkness.
Once more, a third word was given, in reference to our afflicted
friend and brother, in addition to those precious portions already named;
it was this: "As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten."
Dear readers, we believe we shall not in vain commend to your
,practical sympathy the combined case of our tried brother and his
so-sorely-afflicted son.
Sunday, A'lbgust 30th, 1891.
THE EDITOR.
BELOVED BROTHER,-As it is your wish to ~ublish the hurried note
that I wrote to you the other day (although I do not consider it worth
any space in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE), I have no objection whatever, but
would say, "Do just as you please."
I hava just read, with suffused eyes, "L. C.'s" letter in the September
GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and I can assure you that it went to my very heart,
and I feel a unity with the writer that death itself will fail to sever.
Dear tried soul! Hers is indeed a rough and dreary pathway, in
travelling which she needs most special help that is superhuman and
divine. How readily would I fly to the help of that dear "lVidow, but,
,alas! my hands are tied. Thoroughly can I enter into her troubles,
having the same weighty and overwhelming trial in my son that she
has in her daughter. When I read the letter, and your excellent and
weighty comments upon it, I handed it to my wife. It broke her into
more pieces than it did me, and she told me that she had never cried
so much over a letter in her life; but I do not know if tllat statement
be strictly true, for I have seen her cheeks many a time deeply coloured
by the scalding tears of contrition, caused by reading a touching l(3tter.
How very trying it must have been 'for dear" L. C." (1) to be called
upon to resign her husband, and to be left in poverty with the belovetl
afflicted child! How inscrutable are God's ways! How past finding out
are His paternal dealings with His own children! I am sure, upon the
occasion of my son's outbreak and outburst, that I named in my last
note,both myself and wife were driven almost to distraction, and every
hour appeared to portend something more desperate still (2); and,
indeed, with all our trials (and they have been severe and manifold),
none will bear comparison with this.
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A few moments ago, whilst reading your note just received, I was
suddenly called to him, having fallen in a fit, doubled up, with his head
against a brick floor. Not a day now passes without his being seized
with these terriole fits. With one of old, we may well plaintively cry,
"How 10lJg, Lord 1" But ,these 'are nothing compared with the awful
scenes that I spoke to you of in my last note, a recurrence of which
we are constantly looking for. As you are aware, he is entirely dependent
upon me for everything, and I am now so exceedingly poor with regard
to gold and silver, that it is a hard I3truggle to suppurt him. Day by day
I am waiting and watching, often fully believing that the Lord will
appear in a most special way for me, which He has so often done, but
ojtener fearing that He will leave me in the midst of my troubles (3).
When clothed with the garment of humility, and in my right mind of
contentment, I can fully and freely believe that t,he Lord will keep all
and every promise that He has mercifully given me (4). I do not mean
in the Bible, but sealed home with omnipotent power in my heart.
I could, my brother, give, you a whole catalogue of these blessed
promises, and append to them times, places, and circumstances therewith
connected; but I have only time now to scribble this hasty note. I
sometimes think and feel that the Lord has not another son and servant
living that He so indulges and blesses; and yet I am sure that He has
not another so base and hell-deserving-not another so peevish, fretful,
and rebellious. For my sins of but one day, I merit at His hands
eternal destruction (5). I will just give you one specimen of how He
has worked for me. When the house in London, which the Loid
constrained an old lady-a dear child of His, and one to whom my
ministry and writings had been greatly blessed-to will to me, passed
into the ground landlord's hands, it took away from me £85 a-year that
I had received as rent for twenty-two years. This was to me a staggering
blow, because it left me without the means of properly providing for
my own. What to do I did not Imow, but again and again the Lord
sent me a little help, and still a little help. Well, a man in London
one day purchased at a shop some article that was wrapped up with
two or four pages of Zion's TYitness. He read these pageE, and they
were so blest to him that he was inquiring of all his friends, if they
knp.\V of a work that had on one page, "Zion's 'Vitness," and on the
other, "Crumbs from the Master's Table" 1 but, for a time, 110 one could
inform him of such a work. One day, a friend of his attended Grove
Chapel, Camberwell, and someone in the lobby announced Zion'8
Witness for the present month, and it occurred to him that that was
the yery book that his friend D-- inquired about. He therefore
purchased one, and sent it to his friend. The result was, the late
Mr. D-- became a subscriber and a reader of the magazine that had
been so mysteriously blessed to him. The consequence was that he
made me his executor, and I became the possessor of some four
hundred pounds. This money was one of the most timely Godsends
that I ever had. But, at the end of last Jear, it was all expended;
and since then, oh, how tried have I been! To write all particulars
connected with this legacy would fill a volume j for it was a source of
trial to me almost unbearable. Thus the rose did not come without
its thorn.
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Now, my hrother, do you not consider this intervention of Divine
goodness a most wonderful one 1 And do you consider that I
have the least grounds for doubting His kindness and His care 1 May
I not"Venture on Him, venture wholly,
Letting no other trust intrude" P
How many thousands of .tracts and magazines are given away, but
here is a case of a magazine having been torn up for waste paper,
containing truths that God intended should be blessed to a child of
His, preached ·by a man that he did not know existed . We do not
think that the poet erred when he wrote"God moves in a mystel'ious W::Ly
His wonders to perform;
He plants His footsteps in the sea.,
And ddes upon the storm."
But I must stop. With my best love, and every good wish, both
for yourself and your~,
Ever affectionately.
H'ull, August 31st, 1891.
A. WILCOCKSOK.
COl\ll\IEKTS.

(1.) Trying indeed, dear brother j but yet here you have confirmation
of what we l1ave often stated, namllly, that, however trying our position,
Jet, by comparison, others' exceed it. Now, notwithstanding the intense
anguish connected with your position, you have still a helpmeet in your
dear wife, of which "L. C." was deprived; but yet (thanks to His
great -and ever-adorable Name!) He has ratified and confirmed His
Word, "Thy Maker is thy Husband j the Lord of Hosts is His
name."
(2.) No, we venture to think ano. to hope not. \Ve strongly suspect
you have witnessed the climax of this trial. Whatever your fears may
he, we cannot but hope that the worst is past. W" may be mistaken
(the Lord alone knows), but., from the peculiar power and the special
sorrow we experienced when writing the thoughts suggested by your
previous letter, and which are attached thereto in an earlier page, we
cannot suppress the idea that your poor dear so distressed and agonized
one is near home! And oh, bitter as, under the circumstances, the parting
may be to you and your dear wife, what a blissful exchange for him!
What a discharge from the terrible and agonizing conflict in which he
has been so long and pitifully engaged!
(;1.) " Leave you in the midst of your trouble" 1 No; that He never
will. We had nearly said, we would stake our soul's salvation upon
it. He will never, never put you to shame. Would that we had the
same confidence about ounelvts that we have about you. 'Ve avow our
fullest confidence, and belief that what He has done is only the earnest,
the foretaste, the pattern of what He 7cill do. We cannot tell the 1J)1zen
or the how, but our God-your God-the God of the whole earth-is
at no loss fur means; no, nor for heart or inclination. Blessed be His
Name, He will ratify and confirm His great and glorious character as
"Mighty to save, and able to do exceeding abundantly above all we
are able to ask or (even) think."
(4) Yes j for is not His faithfulness-His veracity-His oath and
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covenant at stake 1 Oh, that blessed appeal of Joshua! "And wh?t
wilt Thou do unto Thy great Name 1" In what myriads of instances
has the throne of grace been plied with that wondrous and most
blessed appeal. Joshua struck the key-note then and there for millions
of applicants at the mercy-seat. He became a leading petition PT, a
wise pleader, a powerful advocate, and a precious pattern as to ·how
and by whom the kingdom of heaven is taken, and "the violent
take it by force."
(5.) Ah, brother, you are not the only one that has come to this
conclusion .. Of this we can assure you. It is with ourselves a matter
of deep astonishment that, in consequence of our ingratitude, distrust, and
want of confidence in Himself, He has not long since said, "Cut bim
down; why cumbereth he the ground 1"
(6.) Undoubtedly you may, for hath He not said, "I will never leave
thee, nor forsake thee"; "My presence shall go with thee, and I will
give thee rest" 1 Whatever our little, puny minds may think to the
contrary, or however we may limit or circumscribe the goodness, the
grace, the power of our God, depend upon it, in spite of all, He will
prove to be true to His word and as good as His promise, Thou
shalt see greater things than these P "You sh~,l] die shouting,
''J'he I,ol"c1 will provide.'''
.j

THE EDITOJ.

REALITIES.
To the Editor of the Gospel

1I1aga,~ille.

DEAR DR. DOUDNEY, AND DEAR BROTHER I;\;

HOPE OF ETERNAL

LIFE,-May grace and peace be multiplied unto you. I could truly
sympathize with you in your late bereavement. 'What numbers have
of late bpen removed by the prevailing epidemic, in many cases somewhat suddenly. A few days ago, a friend of ours was about her
domestic duties on the Friday; in the evening, feeling rather p orly,
she retired to bed; in the morning she stated she felt very sadly, but
hoped she would be better during the day, but those around her
thought it advisable to send for a medical man. He came, and prescribed, but, between ten and eleven o'clock, she quie~ly passed away,
so that in the short space of about twelve hours, she was taken ill
and died. On the following Tuesday we followed her remains 0 the
tomb, and took the last farew~ll of oue whom we had known for years
past.
Another case was that of a friend whom we have Imown for about
twenty years. A few weeks ago we paid a visit to their home, and
left with a promise CD.V.) to go again, which we purposed doing as this
week; but last week we met the husband, and, seeing by his dejected
countenance that it bespoke something was the matter, upon our
inquiry he told us that his dear partner in life was taken away, and
so suddenly. It appears, for a long time past she had an impression
that she would die in her sleep, whenever that time arrived for her to
depart hence, and would often speak of it to her husband and hip,
widG\ved sister, who lived with them, remarking that, when she dill
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thus fall asleep, they would know wh!lre she would awake, having the
sweet and blessed testimony within that, whether living or dying, she
was the Lord's. It appe<j,rs that she was as well as usual when her
husband left for' business in the morning, as he bade her good-bye, as
was his custom, returning home in the evening; but soon after he left,
she felt somewhat sleepy, and lay down, and fell asleep, and could not
be awoke. After continuing asleep for twenty-four hours, she also
quietly passed over the river of death; "Absent from the body, present
with the Lord." ~What groundless fears we often have respecting the
hour and article of death, wondering what we shall do in the swellings
of Jordan, whereas we see, in so many instances continually around us,
that the Lord, in His infinite wisdom and Fatherly dealings, wisely and
tenderly takes the soul to Himself in a moment. H'J\V true it is, "In
the midst of life we are in death." Seeing such things happening, we
may indeed say with the Apostle, "What manner of persons ought ye
to be in all ho~y conversation and godliness." Surely these things
have a voice to those who have ears to hear. "Be ye also ready, for
in such an hour as ye think not the Son of Man cometh." Oh to ba,
ready when the summons shall come!
This afternoon I have stood by the side of the open grave of another
whom I have known for many years. Thus one by one our friends
pass away, and the place that once knew them now knows them no
more for ever. How true are the lines of the poet"Man's life's a sigh, a groan, a cry,
Looks up, and then begins to die;
Death steals upon us while we're green,
Behind us digs a grave unseen."
Our friends anu relatives die, but Jesus lives fur evermore: "Precious
in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints." Oh, what a
number of sudden deaths I have come in contact with among those I
have known, in addition to those of my own relatives. For years it
was the prayer of my dear father that his end might be sudden, and
the Lord granted him his request, for he was about in the garden as
was usual, and, in a few hours, was "absent from the body, present
with the Lord."
I often think what a favour is sudden death to God's dear people.
To them, sudden death is sudden glory; but the Lord is a Sovereign
in all He does. We see His sovereignty in the choice of His people,
and in their call by grace; also in His subsequent dealings with them
during their pilgrimage through this wilderness, and also ill the removal
of them to the home allove. We may indeed say, "Let me dil') the
death of the righteom, and let my last end be like his." We know
that God's people are safe and secure; they are "kept by the mighty
power of God through faith unto salvation." Oh, to be kept by the
mighty power of God! and the longer we live the more do we feel our
need of being kept. We can heartily endorse the lines of the poet,
where he says"In every state secure,
Kept as J ehovah's eye,
.
'Tis well with them while, life endure,
And well when called to die."
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And yet how often I am tried and exercised about death, and how it
will be with me. Oh, how little can I trust the Lord! David was in
a bloessed state when he said, " Yea, though I walk through the valley
of the shadow of death, I will, fear no evil: for Thou art with me; Thy
rod and Thy staff they comfort me." Ah! and we find it was so when
the dear man came to his end; and oh, what a path of tribulation he
had to travel! yet he said, "Although my house be not so with God;
yet He hath made with me all everlasting covenant, ordered in all
things and sure: for this is all my salvation, and all my desire, although
He makeLh it -not to grow." Oh, what a blessed testimony to leave
behind! and Paul says of him, "For David, after he had served his
own generation, by the will of God fell on sleep, and was laid unto his
fathers." After Jacob had lived a hundred and forty and seven years,
we read, "The time drew nigh that Israel must die;" but before he
dies he blesses his sons: "And when Jacob had made an end of commanding his sons, he gathered up his feet into the bed, and yielded up
the ghost, and was gathered nnto his people." One of old said, "She
dwelt among her own people," and I am often constrained to ask myself
the question, 'Who are my people now ~ for I solemnly believe that those
who are our people here below, will be our people above. We shall
be "gathered to our people ,. ; and I feel it is a test to test my religion;
and I can, in all sincerity of heart, say, there is no people like unto
God's dear people. They are to us "the excellent of the earth," and
"we would rather suffer affliction with' the people of God, than enjoy
the [so-called] pleasures of sin for a season." Amidst all the trials and
afflictions, the sorrows and bitters that we have had, yet we can say"Though our cup seems filled with gall,
There is something secret sweetens alL"
Yes, and that secret something is more to us than ten thousand worlds.
ViTe can join with Moses, and say of God's dear family, "Happy art
thou, 0 Israel: who is like unto thee, 0 people saved by the Lord, the
shield of thy help, and who is the sword of thy excellency! and thine
enemies shall be found liars unto thee; and thou shalt tread upon
their high places," and the language of our soul isH

With them numbered may I be,
Kow and through eternity.'

Many years have passed away since I first felt 'it union of heart with
the Lord's people, like Ruth, when she said, "Intreat me not to
leave thee, nor to return from following after thee: for whither thou
goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall
be my people, and thy God my God: wh~re thou diest will I die, and
there will I be buried" ; but I little thought then what I should have
to pass through. How wisely the future is hidden from our view!
Ah! dear friendM:.my days have passed since then,
Many changes we have seen,
Yet have been upheld till now,
Lord, who could uphold but Thou?"
H

None but the Lord; His arm is omnipotent: that is the secret of our
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standing. "If God be for us, who can be against us?" Why, Mne !
Such being the case"How can we Bink with such a prop
As bears the world and all things up?"
What a mercy to realize the Lord to be our Refuge and Strength in
times of trouble! The writer of the ninetieth Psalm says, "Lord, Thou
hast been our dwelling-place in all generations"; and He is the same
God still. Though our friends die, Jesus lives for evermore.
I was thinking to-day, since we met at the anniversary of the Aged
Pilgrims' Asylum, at Bomsey Rise, last year, several that were there
that day have since passed away, and their faces will no more be seen
here below. Amongst those who will be missed at these annual and
other meetings in connection with that noble Society, none will be more
so than the late Mr. JACKSON, secretary of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend
Asylums. Last year, when he stood close to you, reading out the hymns,
and otherwise actively engaged during the following service in :he
evening, how little he thought that, before another anniversary rolled
round, he would be no more here below; yea, only a few days preYiou;;
to being called hence he took part in the service at the Asylum, and
gave out that sweet hymn"The saints on earth and those above
But one communion make;
Joined to their Lord in bonds of 10,e,
All of His grace partake";
little thinking that, in the short space of a few days, his mortal remalns
would be brought there to have performed over them the last service
previous to being committed to the silent tomb. What a truth that
is"One army of the living God,
To His command we bow;
Part of the host have crossed the flood,
And part are crossing now.
" Lo! thousands to their endless home
Are swiftly borne away;
And we are to the margin come,
And soon must launch as they."
And we know not how soon we must cross the river. It seemed somcwhat singular that our friend, Mr. JACKSON, should be led to glve the
above hymn out, no doubt, little thinking that he was so near hls end.
Oh, how wisely the future is hidden from us as to how and when we
shall be called away! Our Lord said to Bis disciples, "What I say
unto you I say unto all, Watch." The language of my soul often is"Great God, when my weak, trembling steps
Shall tread the deathful vale,
Let not a dark, distressing doubt
My heavenly hopes assail.
"Show me in Christ that Thou art mine,
For there's my total rest,
Then ea1':llly 1'11 my breath resign,
And smile to be undressed."

..
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I know there is no ground for fear, as death i3 robbed of its sting.
"The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law." In
that grand chapter, the fifteenth of the first Epistle to the Corinthians,
the Apostle says, "0 death, where is thy sting ~ 0 grave, where is.
thy victory ~ . . . . thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ." Notwithstanding there is no ground
to fear death, yet I am often full of fears and misgivings as to how
it will be with me, in spite of the many tokens the Lord has favoured
me with during my brief journey in the wilderness. These lines
bespeak the yery feelings of my soul"Lord, in the last sore conflict,
Oh, do Thou by me stand;
And when in death's dark river,
Uphold me with Thine hand.
"If this request be granted,
Then I desire no more,
But, dying, shout Thy praises,
God blessed for evermore."
Oh, I feel if ever I reach that blessed home (and I hope I shall), I
shall have the greatest cause of all to bless and praise the name of
the Lord for bringing me there, and eternity will not be too long in
singing forth the praise of our covenant God. We have abundant
cause to bless and praise the name of the Lord here for His goodness
and mercy towards us, for "goodness and mercy have followed us all
the days of our life"; but here we have our sighs as well as songs.
There it will be uninterrupted. vYe may indeed say, "What will it
be to be there ~" May the Lord brighten our prospects, be with us
to favour us with His presence while we are here below, and at lastmay we hear Him say, "Come up higher."
Wishing you and yours every needed blessing, with Christian love,
in which my wife unites,
Believe me to remain, yours ver,V sincerely,
Cambridge, July 6th, 1891.
ELIJAH COE.
CO~L\IEXTS.

None fear so much as those who have really no cause to fear j
hut the Lord, in the exercise of His infinite wisdom and in the boundlessness of His Fatherly love, sees fit to keep His children in a
sensibly dependent condition upon Himself! He will not leave all
inch of ground for poor fleshly-proud and self-sufficient Adam-earthy
to boast of what he is or as to what he can do. The Lord has a
thousand ways and means at command for "bringing down the hearts
of His people with labour," ah ! and such labour, too, as shall compel
them to realize that He, and He only, is their strength. How, upon
any other ground, could they value such a glorious testimony as, "He
giveth power to the faint, and to them that have no might He
increaseth strength" ~ HoW' precious to such is the declaration, "In
the Lord Jehovah have I righteousness and strength."
Then, with respect to the article of death; in these lightsome,
vi.ionary, superficial, and flesh-pleasing times, the truths of our common
Chlistianity are so assailed, as th?.t doubts and denials are the order
3 A
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of the day, in regard to the veri ties of our most holy faith. Under
delusion, therefore, and prompted by the great adversary of souls," they
'brave all consequences, and rush into the presence of their Maker,
to realize, as in a moment, all the dread realities of a lost, lingering,
endless eternity ! Was ever the awful sin of suicide more prevalent,
or less thought of, in its character and consequences, than now 1
VVe are persuaded, therefore, that the minds of the Lord's dear
people being deeply imbued with the solemnity of these facts, a
greater concern possesses them as to their having the seal and the
witness within that the Lord will abide with them, and support and
sustain them, in that most solemn hour; they cannot treat death in a
frivolous, off-hand way, as though no weight nor responsibility were
attached unto it. We do not feel at liberty to state particulars, but
a case came before us, only a few days since, in which this lightsome,
easy-going state of things, in regard to death, was indulged in by one
upon the eve of completing her three-score-and-ten. Our remarks as
to its solenmity seemed to have no weight whatever. The party
was "det,ermined to be happy and not to distrust God. vVas He not
a Father, and could not His word be depended upon 1 Was it not
wrong to question His goodness 1" Such was the character of the few
minutes' talk with this fellow-passenger, that we had no wish to
prolong the conversation. "She was not afraid of death; why should
I be 1 Hadn't I done my fellow-creatures good 1" VI'e felt it was
vain to reply to such arguments in the language of Bishop BEVERIDGE,
although we did not feel it the less at the moment of speaking. " I
cannot look at my whole life as but one continued act of sin," said
the Bishop.
Hence, instead of indulging in the easy-going, take-for-granted style
of talk upon divine realities and the solemn article of death, a poor
soul had better far be among the timid and the trembling, with the
fervent and penitential cry"When I tread the verge of Jordan,
Bid my anxious fears subside;
Death of death, and hell's destruction,
Land me safe on Canaan's side.
Songs of praises
I will ever give to Thee."
THE EDITOR.

IN waiting upon God for direction, when in any particular matter
His will is not clearly discerned, it seems to me that the time 'of
uncertainty should be between us and Him. A bustling, unresting
spirit, that talks, too much about its perplexities, and goes first to one
and then to another for advice, dishonours God. How many a diffi~
culty about guidance, which we are sometimes tempted to charge upon
God, arises from our own weakness, our short-sightedness! We should
let the world see that we have One Counsellor, and that we depend
upon Him; and, when we are in doubt, let there be very few words
with mall, and many with God . We shall then come out of every
cloud with a settled, quiet mind that will glorify Him before men.-

Mrs. Pennefathe1·.
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.

To the Editor of the Gospel ~Magazine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-Another year of labour has just gone by.
"Ve are now busy iri preparing an account of our stewardship, ever
mindful of the time when we shall each have to render an account of
our stewardship to Him the Judge of all the earth.
"Himself hath done it." What, a precious thought, that our heavenly
Father God is Himself directing even the most minute part of our
work for Him. "Himself hath done it," through us, " according to the
grace of God which hath been given us."
The year past has been full of encouragement; many letters testifying
to the good the books have done, in the hands of the Lord, have come
to hand, cheering us ill our" work of faith and labour of love."
" Now thank we all our God,
With hearts and hands and voices,
Who wondrous things hath done,
In whom His world rejoices:
Who from our mothers' arms
Hath blessed us on our way
With countless gifts of love,
And still is ours to-day."
We acknowledge with many thanks the following donations for the
Old Jonathan fund :-Mrs. C. STRANGE, 2s. 6d.; Mrs. LADE, 12s.;
M. A. S., 3s. We shall be glad if friends will help us to clear ofi'
this debt, as it is a heavy financial burden on our ever-increasing
work.
I have just heard that my dear mother, aged eighty-three, passed
peacefully away yesterday. She was a reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
for many years.
FROM THE STRANGERS' REST FOR SAILORS.

Very many thanks for your continued sympathy. in this blessed work by
sending such very acceptable parcels of literature. Their contents are
much appreciated, and I trust many of our dear sailors will, in God's..
hands, be saved through reading them.
FROM A PATIENT IN HOSPITAL.

I am much obliged to you for the books. You do know what sort tosend for one on a bed of affliction-they are all so good, and I hope and
trust the Lord will bless you for all your kindness to me. Would you,
please send me a sixpenny edition of" Walks. and Talks with Jesus"? I.
have given mine away, and I like to keep one always by me.
[We are sorry to say that we have not one copy of the sixpenny edition
of the precious work refelTed to, nor have we had for some time past.
May I ask for a few copies? If only a hundred readers of the Magazine
gave one shilling each, we could get two hundred copies. Perhaps the Lord
will incline the hearts of His people to help us in this matter. The large
type edition is most useful in hospitals. &c.J
FROM A SEAPORT.

Many thanks to you for the monthly parcel of literatUl'e of very excellentcharacter just received. I value the publications more every month; al",(\<
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those amongst whom I distribute them all feel they teach the precious
truths of the Gospel, which is a great boon in these days of darkness,
unbelief, error, and superstition. "Words for the Weary Ones," by Dr.
DOUPNEY, is a sweet and precious book.
FROM A TRACT DISTRIBUTOR.

Many thanks for parcel received, which I distributed, and have seen
'evident blessing from same.
I am sorry to say that my sons have been very poorly, and obliged
to have the doctor, but, through the mercy of God, they are better now.
This will somewhat delay the issue of the report.
I also beg to acknowledge, with many thanh, for Book Mission,"In Memory of a dear Father,".£I; P. C. A., 58.
With many thanks for your great kindness, and with best wishes,
I remain, dear Dr. DOUDNEY, yours sincerely,
ANN E. BRIDEll.
lVilton Place, Tf7ilton Road, Salisbury, October 10th, 1891.

THE TWENTY-NINTH CLIFTON CONFERENCE.
To the Rev. James 01"lniston.
My DEAR BROTHER IN CHRIST,-I think a high honour and a
distinguishing favour is conferred upon you, in that, you are once more
permitted to call the brethren together, in order, as you well remark,
... to seek to put one another in remembrance of the privileges, the
responsibilities, and the glories which are secured by the obedience and
·blood of Him who is the Surety of the covenant of the salvation of
God." I quite agree with your statement that the god of this world
-is boldly defying the headship and rule of Christ, our adorable Lord
'Il.nd Master;" and, alas! where there is the merely formal profession of
His name, and the nominal observance of His ordinances, the admixture
of the carnal with the spiritual-the world intermingled with the
<.Ohurch-is such that the really Spirit-taught and divinely enlightened
can but be reminded of Mary's words, .. They have taken away my
,Lord, and I know not where they have laid Him."
I am quite aware that, in consideration of these what I would term
negative facts, there is a danger of dwelling too much upon them, to
the exclusion, or at least compara~ive neglect, of the positive and the
'helpful and encouraging. Blessed be God, dark and gloomy as the
outward aspect of matters in Christendom may apvear at the present
time, as they did in Elijah's day, the Lord may have-yea, and
doubtless has-" His seven thousand still in Israel, all the knees whi0h
have not bowed unto Baal." He never has, nor will He, leave Himself
without witness. Blessed be God, the fountain of life, blood, and
salvation is still open j yea, and flows and overflows still as full, as free,
as inexhaustible as ever. The granaries are filled to the uttermost, as
though a p00r starving Israelite had never heard nor availed himself of
the cheering word, "Go unto J oseph ! " The welcome is as real and as
emphatic as ever, "Ho, everyone that thirsteth, come ye to the waters,
,and he that hath no money j come ye, buy, and eat;, yea, come, buy
wine and milk without money and without price" (Isa. Iv. 1). The
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commiSSIon is as plain as ever, "Give strong drink unto him that is
ready to pr-rish, and wine unto those that be of heavy hearts. Let him
drink, and forget his poverty, and remember his misery no more"
(Prov. xxxi. 6, 7). The exhortation is as loving as ever, "Eat, 0
friends; d'ink, yea, drink abundantly, 0 beloved" (Sol. Song v. 1).
Now, dear brother, in your loving exhortation that the Lord's soldiers and servants should assemble themselves together for counsel and
exhortation, so that with renewed spiritual energy they may go forth better
equipped and qualified to maintain His precious truth and defend His
glorious Gospel, I pray on their behalf, that their spirit may be richly
imbued with the comfortable consciousness of the fact, that "the Lord
God omnipotent reignetb," and that nothing has arisen, nor can arise, to
frustrate His divine purposes or counteract His gracious designs. " He
will work, and none shall let or hinder." "His counsel shall stand, and
He will do all His pleasure." His command is as plain as ever, "Say
ye to the righteous, It shall be well with him." "Oomfort ye, comfort
ye my people, saith your God." Yea, and with respect to those times
of which our dear Lord and Master Himself speaks, when He testified
of distress of nations with perplexity, and "men's hearts failing them
for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the
earth," He said, "And when these things begin to come to pass,
then look up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption draweth
nigh."
Now, may the Lord the Spirit, of His great mercy, grant that there
may be much of this "looking up and lifting up of the head," as a
precious mark and a gracious feature of your Oonference. May it indeed
prove to be a time of refreshing from the felt presence of the Lord.
May a spirit of prayer pervade the assembly, that the speakers ma.y be
pra-eminently imbued with unction and dew and power. May a divine
savour and a supernatural influence be realized, both by speakers and
hearers, so that" God, even our own God," may be felt to be in your
midBt. May crotchets be avoided-an abiding resolve to "differ and
agree to differ," where non-essentials are concerned, and a loving bond
felt in the mutual participation and acknowledgment of the "one Lord,
one faith, one baptism."
May this be the spirit and genuine tone of the meeting, dear
brother. Oh, how I envy you the privilege thus bestowed upon you.
I think of the past. Its memories are most sacred. The dear departed
ones come up before me in vivid remembrance. Dear VVALKER,
BARNE, SARGEANT, SAUNDERS, and last, though not least, Oolonel
NEWBOLT. As there was only two months' difference in our age, I
have been wont to think our personal regard for him was somewhat
selfish; but there were traits in his character which cannot be forgotten. In my own description of him at the time of his death, I
said that "consistency and cordiality were strikingly blended in him."
In your own remarks about him, you say, that "for nine years he most
lovingly and efficiently co-operated with you in carrying out the extensive arrangements inseparable from your annual meetings." Mr.
GREAvES' testimony in regard to him will bear out our own, as to his
"meekness, sobriety, and warmth of heart." I feel so deeply, dear
brother, the importance of seeking to maintain a character that shall
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not only accord with but commend those doctrines of grace which are
at once our solace and support, that I cannot help quoting the testimony of Mr. GREAVES, in his sermon on behalf of our departed friend,
which I casually lighted upon, a day or two since. "Our dear aged
friend," said Mr. GREAVES, "was an example-a very bright example
of one to whom 'to live was Christ, and to die is gain.' He was no
()rdinary man. He had great individuality of character, a singularlytender conscience, combined with the full aSSUTat;lce of faith, great
decision for God, unswerving adherence to the doctrines of grace, and
a most loving and genuine spirit. One of his last expressions was,
'r am a Protestant,' but I never heard from the lips of that faithful
servant of Jesus one harsh judgment. And then what a man of
prayer he was; and what exceeding punctuality and accuracy in all
matters of business in the various religious societies with which he
had to do. vVe are all deeply indebted t,o his exceeding accuracy, :md
this in itself is no small praise, for dilatoriness and slovenliness in
matters of business are blemishes in the character of Ohristian life.
But then, above all, his distinguishing feature was habitual communion
with God. He literally' walked with God.'''
Dear brother, as the doctrines of grace, or covenant immutabilities,
are so libelled, as leading to recklessness of life or conduct, or that so<lalled high doct1'ines lead to low practices, I trust you will bear with
me for touching upon this subject, and earnestly commending it to
the attention of the dear brethren by whom you are surrounded.
As you are aware, I am now far advanced in my eighty-first
year, and. I may say almost daily looking for my summons hence!
but I think I was never so much impressed as now with the vast
importance of seeking in daily life, as well as by lip-in conduct as
well as by eonversntion-to "adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in
all things." Mere wonts stand for little. It is nets that men regard.
It is not what a man ·snys, but what he does. And let the fact never
be overlooked, that a man lives after he dies. In other \fords, "He
being dead, yet speaketh." In proof, let me quote one example. As
a man of business, as well as a most active Christian, was one well
known to yourself, the late Mr. MAcK, the publisher. I happened to
meet on shipboard yesterday, his eldest son. Taking from his pocketbook a small card, he said, "My father always carried one of these
in his pocket. When worn out, he would always replace it with
another. This card was thus worded, "Oh, that Thou wouldest bless
me indeed, and enlarge my coast, and that Thine hand might be with
me, and that Thou wouldest keep me from evil, that it may not
grieve me" (1 Chron. iv. 10).
Oh, my dear brother, how in my short life (as it now appears to
me) have I seen the testimony, or the profession of this or that one,
marred by imprudence and incoDsistency. How what otherwise might
have been deemed a good work has been neutralized by the "but this"
and. the "but tlwl," of the observer. "Yes," say such, "it was all
very well, but!" Oh, "the but! the but!" God, of His great mercy,
cause us to stand in dread, and carefully to avoid "the but!"
Yours affectionately,
D. A. DOUDNEY.
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SOMETHING ABOUT CROWBOROUGH.

1'0 the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEy,-I have waited for the issue of your September
N umber of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, expecting that some one would reply
to your note on your Crowborough visit, to enlighten you on a few
facts concerning the place, as they may be of use to some of your
numerous readers who think of visiting Crowborough. With regard
to preaching, there is an Evangelical Church (All Saints, where your
son officiated this summer), a Free Church of England, two Mission
Rooms, and a Particular Baptist Chapel. There are also two other
churches and four chapels just outside of Orowborough proper. With
regard to literature, there is a Parish Room, with a liberal supply of
books, periodicals, and papers; a Public Library, well provided with
wholesome literature. Home WOTds is the localized Parish Magazine,
and the Gospel Standa1'd is extensively circulated among the Baptists.
There are two postal deliveries, while the London and other papers
.are sent out by the newsvendor every morning. I may mention that,
being only about seven miles from Tunbridge Wells, Kent, we are a
considerable remove from Mid Sussex, also we are only seventy-four
minutes hy rail from Victoria.
I am, dear Sir, yours faithfully,
SEVEN YEARS IN CROWBOROUGH.
Crou'borough, Sussex, September 17th, 189l.
[The above reached us too late for insertion in our last Number.
We were quite ignorant of the facts mentioned in the foregoing letter.
Had we known tbem, we should have taken a less gloomy view of the,
locality, of the healthfulness of which there cannot be a question.-ED.]

THE AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
MEETING AT THE MANSION HOUSE.
Is aid of the funds of this Society, a largely-attended meeting was held at
the Mansion House, on Tuesday, October 9th, under the presidency of the
Lord Mayor. Amongst those present were Sir H. W. PEEK, Bart.; Mr.
F. A. BEVAN and Mr. W. J. PARKS (Treasurers); the Rev. E. A. STUART,
M ..<\..; the Rev. J. VAUGHAN; the Rev. L. B. WHITE, D.D.; Mr. W. H.
COLLINGRIDGE; Mr. E. RAwLrNGs; Mr. W. J. MARTIN; Mr. S. SHARP;
:Mr. O. BILLETT; Mr. G. F. GRAY; Mr. J. W. HOSE; Mr. R. P. WHEL.
I.OCE:; Dr. MACAULAY; :&fr. J. W. FRANKLIN; Mr. GEO. DOUDNEY; Mr.
J. E. HAZELTON (Secretary), and a large number of ladies.
The Rev. E. A. STUART opened the proceedings with prayer.
The Secretary then, on behalf of the Oommittee, read a brief statement
of the Society's history and operations. After alluding to the fact that
the pensions gmnted by the Society were of five, seven, and ten guineas
per annum, the Committee went on to state thltt, at the present time,
1,237 pensioners, living in. all parts of the country, were on the books.
'fhe amount expended in pensions alone was upwards of £7,800 per
anmlm, and to nieet this SUlll the ordinary income was inadequate. The
second branch of the work of the Institution, it was pointed out, was the
providing of homes for a portion of the recipients. Four of these asylums
wcre now in existence, situated respectively at Camberwell, Hornsey Rise,
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Stamford Hill, and Brighton, and the total number of pensioners who
found peaceful dwelling-places within their walls was 180. A yearly sum
of at least £1,500 was required to maintain t.hese buildings in a state of
efficiency and sustain the various funds connected with them. Attached
to each home was a benevolent fund and a coal fund, the former being
for the purpose of providing medical attendance, nurses, and other comforts for the sick. The average income of the pensioners, exclusive of the
Society's help, was not more than five shillings weekly. The majority of
the recipients were dr~wn from the wage-earning classes, and their children
and family connections were unable to maintain them. The total number
of pensioners whom this Society had been privileged to help since its
foundation was' 5,440, who had received upwards of £215,000; 571 of the
pensioners dwelt in the country, and 664 within the metropolitan area.
Only 162 were men, being thirteen per cent. of the entire number; 866
were over seventy years of age, and of this number 266 were upwards of
eighty, and twenty-one more than ninety. The annual subscription list
showed a total of £3,256, bein~ upwards of £4,500 less than the expendi.
ture in pensions. The aim of the Committee was to obtain a large increase
in the number of annual subscriptions, and so remove the disproportion
between the regular income and expenditure. It was earnestly hoped that
one of the results of the meeting would be a large accession of a=ual
subscribers and donors.
The Lord Mayor, in an introductory address, observed that the Society
might well be called "Aged," because it had existed for no less than
eighty-four years, although, he added, it was still youthful in its activity,
in its usefulness, and il'l its desire to extend its operations. The only
condition which it imposed upon the recipients of its bounty was that they
should be Christians, and it should be, he thought, an especial pleasure to
help Christians-those who they felt confident belonged to that household
of faith to which they themselves desired to belong. On that account he
c8mmended the Society to them. Surely, he continued, it was incumbent
upon them specially to extend a helping hand to those who, in old age and
adverse circumstances, had throughout a long life exhibited to those around
them a bright example, and a suitable career. The Society was in need of
further help at the present time. and specially in need of additional annual
subscriptions. He hoped that their attendance would be productive of still
further advantage to the Society in increased annual subscriptions this year
and in years to come. (Cheers.)
The Rev. E. A. STUART tben moved: "That with devout thankfulness
to our Heavenly Father, this meeting expresses its pleasure with the
progress and extent of the work of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society,
1,237 pensioners being on its books, and 180 of them inmates of the homes,
and earnestly commends it to the sympathy and support of all well.wishers
of the aged Christian poor in the City of London and throughout the
country." In the course of an eloquent address, the speaker, alluding to
the benefits which the Society was able to confer upon a large and deser,ing class, observed that many people were devoting their life and power
to the spread of the Gospel of Christ, whose one great hope, as they
looked forward to the future and found life's powers failing, was the help
they might expect to receive from the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society.
Having mentioned that he was specially interested in the work amongst
young people, and alluded to the importance of inducing children to take
an interest in the poor round about them, he remarked that the Society
might to a considerable extent help in that work, and at the same time
benefit itself, by its members inducing their children to interest themselves
in the old people of the almshouses, and making little things to add to
their comfort. (Cheers.)
Sir HENRY PEEK, in seconding the motion, gave two reasons why, in
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his opinion. the Society was worthy of support. Firstly, that the cause
of many of the pensioners finding themselves in adverse circumstances,
was that they had led godly and unselfish lives, and had not adopted the
common principle of " Each for himself, and God for us all;" and secondly,
that whilst it was most ably managed, it was managed most economicall:y.
It was, he thought, a very great inducement to give when one knew that If
he or she gave a shilling, elevenpence of that shilling went straight to
the object for which that shilling wa,s given. The balance.sheet showed
that to be the case with regard to this Society, and for that reason,
although he could not do much in the way of actual service, he would
be very pleased indeed to make a donation to the funds of the Society.
Mr. BEVAN supported the motion in an appropriate speech. Having
pointed out that aged people in possession of so small an income as fi.ve
shillings per week must of necessity be reduced to the greatest straits,
he expressed the belief that if there was anyone class which deserved
more sympathy than another it was the aged Christian poor. He thought
that if the Christian public generally were better acquainted with the
institution, they would subscribe to its funds more liberally than they
now did, and he appealed to his hearers to do all in their power to
make it more widely known.
The resolution was tben put to the meeting, and unanimously agreed
to.
The Rev. Dr. WHITE next moved: "That this meeting would direct
attention to the importance of largely increasing the annual subscription
lists of the Society and the Asylums, in order that the work of the
institution may be adequately sustained." He thought that the institution
especially deserved the support of the public, because it had from its
commencement gone upon the principle of expending its funds in
pensions for the relief of those whom, after careful inquiry, it felt to he
in need and worthy of such support. He hoped that the pensions now
granted by the soeiety would ere long be increased in amount.
Mr. W. H. COLLINGRIDGE, in seconding the motion, said that having
known the working of the Society, and many of those good men and
women who had been interested in it, and had worked and prayed for it
during the past forty years, and having also some knowledge of the
Societies of London, he desired to say that of all the Societies, he knew
of none conducted more conscientiously, more economically, and with
greater real success than this.
Mr. RAWLINGS briefly supported the resolution, which, on a show of
hands, was agreed to.
On the motion of the Rev. J. YAUGHAN, seconded by Mr. PARKS, it
was resolved, "That the hearty thanks of this meeting be respectfully
presented to the Right Hon. the Lord Mayor for so kindly presiding on
this occasion, and for the privilege his Lordship has accorded in permitting the meeting to be convened at the Mansion House."
The Lord Mayor briefly acknowledged the compliment, and the proceedings then terminated.
Subsequently his Lordship entertained the ladies and gentlemen present
at tea.
RENDER Christ lovely in the eyes of others by adorning His Gospel,
and" walking worthy of Christ" (Col. i. 10). It is an honour to a
master to have good servants. And how doth it proclaim Christ to be
lovely ann glorious, when they that profess Him are eminent for godliness (1 Peter ii. 9). Christ appears lovely ill the holy lives of His

people.-l'homas Watson.
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THE CHURCH OF ROME.
I WOULD rut before you what the Church of Rome is-what she herself
professes to be:1. The Church of Rome stands between me and the 'Vord of God.
She arrogates to herself the power to give or to withhold the Word of
God. She has caused Bibles to be burnt in Brittany quite lately, and
I myself heard ·an Anglican clergyman say that he would not permit
the people to have the Bible if he could help it.
2. The Church of Rome stands between me and the finished work
of Christ. We know by Scripture that we are justified by faith alone.
The Church of Rome says, "No j by faith and works together."
3. The Church of Rome stands between me and the sacrifice of Christ.
The sacrifice on the cross of Calvary was offered once for all, once for
The Church of
ever, as is emphatically repeated again and again.
Rome says, "No, it is to be repeated in the Mass every day, every
week, at least as often as the Holy Communion is celebrated."
'1. The Church of Rome stands between me and the priesthood of
my Lord. "We have a High Priest who is passed into the heavens."
He is a High Priest after the order of Melchisedek. The Church of
Rome says, "Yes, it may be so j but you must have a priest between you
and the great High Priest, Christ." She insists on standing between
me and my Priest Jesus; insists on my confessing to her priests. I
have seen confession books used in our own Church for sins to be written
down in them, such as each thought fit to enter.
5. Again, the Church of Rome stands between me and my brethren.
'Ve read. in Scripture, "Peace be to all them that love our Lord Jesus
Christ in sincerity." But the Church of Rome says, "No, assuredly
no; unless you are within the pale of our Ohurch, salvation is not for
you." She stands between me and my believing brethren.
I know there are true believers in the Ohurch of Rome. I solemnly
beiieve it j but I say also that these propositions are true: The Ohurch
of l\ome stands between me and the Word of Gorl j the Ohurch of
Rome stands between me and the finished work of Ohrist; the Ohurch
of Rome stands between me and the sacrifice of Ohrist; the Ohurch of
Rome stands between me and the Priesthood of Ohrist j the Church of
Rome stands between me and the present, abiding, unchanging light
of Ohrist; the Ohurch of Rome stands between me and my believing
brethren. These are her most distinct assertions, in solemn council,
again and again asserted and decreed as imperative, and confirmed only
recently in our days when the decree of infallibility was proclaimed,
which confirmed everything the Ohurch of Rome had done in the past.
THE impossibility of coming to Ohrist, without the teaching~ of the
Father, will appear from the power of sin, which hath so strong a
holdfast upon the hearts and affections of all unregenerate men, that
no human arguments or persuasions whatsoever can divorce or separate
them.- Flavel.

Tlte Gospel JJIagazine.

~tI.rhh1s

anb

~lotina

of

715

~oohs.

Old· JOl1athwn, the District and P(t1'ish Helper. London: W. H. and L.
Collingridge, City Press, Aldersgate Street.
IK presenting a thirty-fifth volume of this work to our readers and the
public !!8nerally, we can but exclaim, as we look back to the 16th
May, 1856, "What hath God wrought!" "It is the Lord's doings, and
it is marvellous in our eyes." Upon the character of the work we
need not dwell, our readers have long had the opportunity of judging
for themselves; but this we will venture t.o add, If ever there were a
period when sober, matter-of-fact, Scriptural literature were needed, it
is now. The thirst for reading necessarily follows the wide-spread
means for educating the masses; but, as to the kind of reading, the
great enemy of souls has been upon the alert, as he is ever wont to be.
Hence his provision of works of a vastly-varied character for pandering not merely to the refined, intelleetual taste, but to the very worst
passions and propensities of our fallt>n humanity, and that under the
most subtle and specious, but not less destructive, of influences. A
correspondent of the Cit?} Press thus writes in that journal, under date
October 14th:There ncver was a time when young men wanted true men to advise
them more than in the present age. Vice may not assume the gross
forms characteristic of seventy years ago, but it is more insidious.
Though it may weal' a more civilized dress, and, apart from the lowest
of betting men, affect a more decent patois, it has multiplied its agencies.
The COlTUpt press, for example, was never more corrupt, and eertainly it
was never beforc so active. Other manifold temptations seem to adapt
themselves to the times. The inexperienced youth who thinks that he
can be his own guide may even be some way on the road to ruin before
he is aware of the fact.
Deeply sensible, as we long have been, of the truth of the foregoing
statement, we have sought, to the best of our ability, to furnish our
readers, both young and old, with plain, wholesome, matter-of-fact
material, based upon personal observation and experience, and calculated, under God, not merely to entertain, but to beget thoughtfulness,
wariness, and prayerfulness, in the pathway of life. We quote the
Preface to the present volume, which we trust our readers will admit
maintains the character of the work, as to its general getting-up and the
diversity of its articles. We have only to add, our earnest request
that our readers will make it a matter of conscience, under existing
circumstances, to extend the circulation of the work. The annexed is
the Preface to the new volume:As heretofore, we have sought, in the following p[Lges, to bring forward,
from time to time, plain nmtters of fact, as presenting themselves in the
course of every-day life. It has been well said, that "fact is stranger
th[Ln fiction." To the observant eye, incidents will continually present
themselves, affording abundant material for profitable reflection. By so
doing. many of the evils that befall the careless a,nd indifferent may
mercifully be avoided. Well did the Psalmist say, "Wherewithal shall a
young man cleanse his Wtty? By taking heed thereto according to Thy
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Word." Well, moreover, did ~olomon testify, .. A prudent man foreseeth
the evil, and hideth himself; but the simple pass on, and are punished."
A self-sufficiency and a regardlessness of counsel are, alas! among the
lamentable features of our common fallen humanity. To this, instrumentally, may be ascribed the greater amount of the evils into which
men in general fall. Pride despises advice. Hence failure, and with
failure vexation, and too often desperation! The Scriptural maxim-and
Scripture is the great standard of truth-is set at naught, "He that
trusteth his own heart is a fool"; and why? Because" the heart is
deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked. Who can know it?"
Now, the very e~pression bespeaks depth and obscurity, and hence the
claim for care and consideration.
Page after page in this work may be endorsed with one word-that
word, EXPERIENCE! The Editor, as one who has passed his fourscore
years, and that amid the ever-varying scenes of active life, has sought to
bring before his readers the incidents and occurrences with which he has
personally come in contact, dming his lengthened career. His great aim
and object, in so doing, is that others may be benefitted thereby. He
has sought to play the part of the watchman and the guide-the watchman, to warn of danger; the guide, to lead amid the besetments and
entanglements of the pathway.
That a necessity exists for such caution and counsel, is beyond all
doubt. The course of events, in the facilities and appliances which in
the present day so abound, in striking contrast to the past, is such as
to render the test of actual life, and the knowledge gained by personal
proof, the more important and really necessary. Of what use otherwise
is the labour of the teacher or instructor? Whose endeavoms more
inculcate the axiom, .. To be forewarned is to be forearmed"?
Upon this principle, therefore, the thirty-fifth volume of this work is
sent forth, and with it the earnest prayer of the Editor, that it may be
rendered very specially profitable buth to young and old; that it may
inspire them to .. acknowledge God in all their ways," seeing that He
has graciously promised that .. He will direct their paths." May they
realize for themselves that gracious verity, .. Wisdom's ways are ways of
pleasantness, and all her paths are peace"! May they likewise be
taught savingly that precious truth, that" Godliness is profitable unto
all things, having promise of the life that now is, and of that which is
to come."

The Hnmpshire Antiquarian and lVaturalist: being the local Notes and
Queries, Reports of Meetings of the Hampshire Field Club, and
other Arcbreological and Natural History Matters. Reprinted from the
Hampshire Independent, Vol. I.
Southampton: F. A. Edwards;
London: Elliot Stock.
To those personally acquainted with Southampton, in the early palt of
the present century, as well as to all who watch with interest the progress
of towns and cities, this work cannot but prove most welcome. It is
fraught with facts and information of the most varied and telling
character. Personally, we have revelled in many of its contents. Did
we attempt to quote, we might fill many pages with extracts. In lieu
of this, we recommend the book itself. Among the numberless names
recorded in its pages, is that of T. SKELTON, an old, well-known bookseller, of High Street, in former days. The sight of his so-familiar
name at once brought to our recollection a fact mentioned to us by the
person to whom we were articled, in the year 1824. He had formerly
.been in the employ of Mr. SKELTON, who, upon Glie occasion, informed
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him that a countryman had called at his shop, stating that "he wanted
him to print a large-print Bible; that he was going down the street,
and, upon his return, he would call and pay for it." In due course he
ca.lled for the book, which he found in readiness, and paid for, taking for
granted it had been printed and bound during his absence in his different
calls" down street." Scarcely more ignorant was he of the process of printing than was our old grandmother, who resided at Plymouth. Hearing
that we had been articled to the printing, she sent a special message to
the effect that the print of her hymn-book had become too small for her
failing sight. _ She requested us, therefore, to print her one with larger
type. We were unable, however, to comply with our old grandmother's
wishes, and therefore had to incur her displeasure, at our want of due
regard for both her personage and wants. In the lengthy list of
Hampshire newspapers, as given in this work, The Argus.- a Record of
Politics, Literature, and the Arts and Sciences, is named. As stated, it
was but short lived. No. 1 was published on February 5th, 1831,
and No. 8 (the last), on May 21st, in the same year. It may interest
the reader if we state, that we left the staff of the Hampshire Advertiser,
with which we had been connected for four years, to join the staff of The
ArlJUs. Its short existence, however, can easily be accounted for.
The publisher (Mr. Krr-m) must have been completely deceived in the
person who was responsible for the work and engaged to conduct it.
Although, in some respects, a talented man, he was intemperate, and, as
a reason for delaying copy, from time to time, would say he couldn't
write a leader till he had taken his bottle of wine. His writing was
so obscure that he had to stand by the compositor, and decipher it.
The first number was announced to appear at six o'clock on the Saturday
evening. At eleven o'clock on the previous night, the overdeer was
so discouraged by the whole proceedings, that he came to us, ami
proposed to exchange positions. Ollr reply was, "You retain your place,
and I will make up the paper." To this he agreed. We remained
throughout the night and the following day, and had the gratification
of laying the last forme upon the press at six o'clock to the minute!
We felt deeply, however, for the publishor (the aforenamed Mr. KING,
an old and much-respected bookseller), on account of the short existence
of the paper, inasmuch as he had been at the entire expense of the
large press and material for the due execution of the work.

The Prisons of the World. With Stories of Crimes! C1"iminals / Convicts /
By OHARLES OOOK. London: Morgan and Scott.
FROM the fact that we have taken the chaplain's duty in various prisons,
from time to time, the reader can easily imagine the interest awakenedby such a work as that before us. There is such a thoroughness about
the book, that it must command attention. Its every page bespeaks, on
behalf of its author, sincerity, ardour, and the utmost resoluteness and
determination. But for these combined influences, he must, have, again
and again, been defeated in his purposes. In the perusal of this book,
we found so much interesting and important matter, that we marked
many passages for extract. Space, however, forbids, and we must, therefore, refer to the work itself, which will repay the reac1er. The spirit
that pervades the hook is the treating the poor prisonem with kindness
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and consideration. We are persuaded this is the grand principle to be
adopted. in prisoncwork. We might quote many a fact in proof of such
being the wisest and most successful course to adopt, in regard to such
as are commonly regarded as mere castaways. Upon our visit to a
certain gaol, upon one occasion, the warder who conducted us through
the prison stated that he had been connected with gaols for three-andtwenty years, during which from seventy-five to a hundred thousand
prisoners had passed under his hands. "Tell me," we asked, "which
you find to answer best, kindness or severity ~ " "Kindness," was
his prompt reply. "There's not a day I don't think of JOu," said the
late Governor of one of the Bristol prisons to us one day. He had been
Governor for forty years. Alluding to our having taken the chaplain's
duty for some weeks before, he added, "We've not had a single case of
punishment since you were there." We can only account for it, under
God, from the fact, that, in our ministrations, we sought to appeal to
them in loving, gentle terms, and to set before them the tenderness
and compassion of Him who said, "Come unto Me, all ye that labour
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." "Come now, and let
us reason together, saith the Lord: though your sins be as scarlet,
they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they
shall be as wool." The highest and to us most grateful compliment we
ever remember to have received, in regard to our feeble ministrations, was,
"The prisoners were very fond of you: ym£ used to talk to them like
a father I"
Lives that Speak. Cha1'les Haddon Spw·geon. By Rev.•TAMES J. ELLIS,
author of "Marked for Death;" "Messages of Christ." &c. London:
Jas. Nisbet and Co.
A "LIFE indeed that speaks" is that of the long-afflicted friend and
brother, the leading feature of whose course is recorded in these pages,
and which are intended as only preliminary or introductory to a larger and
more copious work. The book before us must be read with a deepening
interest, on account of the so special position which the subject of it
has for months past occupied, as the afflicted of the Lord. Rare
are the instances in which, we had nearly said, the attention of the
world has been called to the case of a single individual. The only
parallel example we can call to mind is that of the Prince of Wales,
whose life so long hung in the balance, and who, like dear Mr.
SPURGEON, was plucked, as it were, from the very jaws of death! At
the time we write, this servant of the Lord is so far convalescent
as to be able to resort to the seaside. We trust it may please the
great and good Physician to "perfect that which concerneth him,"
and ere long so to restore him as to enable him to resume his loved
labours in the Master's vineyard.
"The Chr-istian" Bible Readings. The Psalms. By F. B. MEYER, B.A.
London: Morgan and Scott.
PITHY comments upon the precious Psalms. Here is a sample from the
116th Ptialm: '" Return unto thy rest, 0 my soul' (v. 7). There is no
, rest' so warm and safe for the soul, as in the love and care of God.
Sometimes, however, like the dove, we seem to get away from it;
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there is nothing . better at such times than to return, and we shan
at once be pulled into Him." '" In my haste' (v. 11). An eminent
director of souls once said, 'I shall have good hopes of you when· you
can speak and move slowly.' Oh for a holy collectedness of spirit."
" 'P1'ecious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints' (v. 15).
Each saintly death-bed is the s~ene of minute care on the part of
God our Father; Rince it is there He puts the finishing touch on a
perfected character."
The Hidden H((,nd. "jJlystery, Babylon, the JJfother of Harlots and Abominations of the Earth." London: R. Banks & Co.
A W ARNIN(; voice, indeed! It ought, at the present crisis, to be circulated through the length and breadth of Christendom. Its contents are
of the most startling, at the same time but too truthful, character. "VeIl
may guilty England take heed!
THE PORTRAIT.-THE DEAN OF WATERFORD.
WE publish this month the portrait of one of our earliest and most
devoted friends in Ireland, the Dean of Waterford. A dear friend
who has lately been passing a week or two with us at Southsea, and
who WitS closely associated with our work in the sister country for
four years, has reminded us of the Dean's visit to Bonmahon, and of
his preaching in the church there. He was, at the time, in a delicate
state of health, and was about to seek change on the Continent. We
were so overcome during the service, from the apprehension that our
dear friend's days were numbered, and that he would never return,
that we fairly broke !lown, and were compelled to withdraw from the
church, leaving him to finish the service, and administer the Lord's
Supper. How li~tle did we then imagine what was in reserve, namely,
. that not only our dear friend's life was to be spared, and he return
from the Continent in greatly improved health, but that he should
be spared to minister in the church that was designed, in the providence of God, to be erected, and the pulpit of which we were to occupy
for so many years. The text of one of the sermons from .which the beloved
Dean preached at Bedminster, he told us, he was indebted for to a
dear old disciple of some threescore-and-ten to fourscore years, who
had for mar:y years been an inmate of the lunatic asylum in Waterford. He has informed us that, when he was chaplain to that asylum,
he has had many a text,· with its heads, supplied by that dear old
pilgrim. Whilst her mind was beclouded upon other subjects, it was
as clear as possible upon Divine things. One day, when speaking te
the Dean, she said that our hearts by nature were like the inn at
Bethlehem, where there was no room for Jesus. What a mercy to
be taught that fact, humbling though it be, in order that the IJord
of life and glory should turn out the strong man armed to make
room for Himself!
Although, as seen by his portrait, which appears in the present
Number, the Dean bears the marks of advanced years, in common with
ourselves, we cannot but congratulate him upon the mercy of his
having been so long spared to "give the testimony," as he used to
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say to us, five-and-thirty years ago, in regard to ministering in the dear
Lord and MasteI"s name. As expressed in a recent Number, what real
pleasure it would afford us were we in a position and state of health
to accept his kind invitation to occupy the pulpit of the cathedral
where we were ordained in the year 18H.
The Dean, we presume, is almost the only remaining one of the
many fellow-labourers we used from time to time to meet.
The Lord, in mercy, grant that when, as Mr. TRIGGS used to say,
"our little inch of time has run out," we may meet above, "where the
inhabitants never say, I am sick, and the people who dwell therein
are forgiven their iniquity."
THE EDITOR.
Since the foregoing was written, we have received the annexed letter
from the dear sister in Christ to whom reference was made. 'vVe have
re-perused the six first articles of which she has sp<Jken, with much
refreshment of soul. To such of our readers as possess the volume of
GOSPEL MAGAZINE for 1856, we would suggest the reading of the articles
in question, and we pray that savour and power may attend the perusal.
We can but deeply feel all that the Lord has been and done since
that time. We arc the more impressed with a sense of the Divine goodness and mercy vouchsafed to us, when we recollect that it was just at
the time referred to we ventured upon the issue of Old Jonathan, the
completion of the thirty-fifth volume of which is spoken of iD the present
Number. Feeling, as we do, how much nearer we now are the close of
{)ur career, as contrasted with that period, we cannot but exclaim,
"Lord, increase our faith"; "Lord, we believe; help Thou our
unbelief " : My DEAR BROTHER IN JEsus,-The letter in the Magazine last month
from Dean MORGAN brought forcibly to my mind his visit to you preriou3
to leaving Ireland, in 1856, for restoration to health on the Continent.
You so keenly felt the parting with him, that you had much difficulty in
going through the service previous to his preaching; in fact, you quite
broke down in the ante-communion, and remained in the ,estry dUl'ing
the sermon. leaving ere the Lord's Supper was administered, for you were
not equal to joining in it. In the afternoon. you were in such a depressed
state that I could not offer you even a word of comfort from God's own
truth verbally. therefore (I believe. directed by Him) I wrote, and placed
on your desk in the study, 2 Corinthians i. 3, 4, trusting it might be applied
by the Holy Spirit to your heart; and truly it was. for you took it, or
rather a portion of it, for your first article in June, telling me that
though you had selected your subject for that month. you could not,
contrary to your usual custom, refrain from writing on that one that was
so laid before you. Not only did you write on it then, but in continuance
for six consecutive months, so that any of us who have that volume of the
Magazine may at any time be refreshed and taught by what you wrote
then. Very cel·tain it is, that your writing has been very much blessed
to great numbers, and now that you are unable to proclaim the truth by
preaching, may the Lord be pleased to spare you in vigoUl' of mind and
body to glorify Him by pen, so that souls may be thus taught and stablisheJ
by the Holy Spirit working in and through you. Commending you and
dear Mrs. DOUDNEY to His loving care and keeping,
I am, my dear brother in our coming Lord, yours very affectionately,
London, October 13th, 1891.
L.
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