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THE REALIZATION OF OHRIST IN THE REALITY
OF LIFE.
" I pmy not that Thou shouldest take them out of the world, but
that Thou shouldest keep them from the et'il. They are not of the
u;orld even as I am not of the uwld."-JORN xvii. 15, 16.
" Tell me not in mournful numbers,
Life iH but an empty dream;
For the soul is dead that slumbers,
And things are not what they seem.
" Life is 1'eal, life is earnest,
And the grave is not its goal;
'Dost thou art, to dust returnest,'
Was not spoken of the soul."

YES, " Life is 1'eal, life is earnest."

There is no reality or earnestness in a man becoming a monk, and banishing himself, in severe
austerity, from his fellow-man; nor is there any reality in a
pale-faced woman submitting to be shut up in a nunnery, and
severing herself from her nearest and dearest earthly relatives
and friends. Oh no! it was not so with the Master; it should
not be so with us. He mixed with the multitude. His life was
not the life of an ascetic, but it was a life of earnestness and
reality. He was emphatically in the world, although not of it.
He trod this earth of ours, and pressed His way through this
"great and terrible wilderness," wherein were enemies like
scorpions and fiery serpents, in the form of Scribes and Pharisees.
He mixed with men of all shades and grades.
Early was He involved in trouble, His parents having to fly
with Him to Egypt, to avoid the cruelty of Herod; thus must
He have seen from early days various phases of human life; and
when, after the death of that tyrant, He grew in years, He took
up the occupation of His earthly father, and became " the
carpenter's son;" thus sanctifying honest labour, and setting the
example of working for the bread that perisheth. Life with
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Him was "real" and "earnest." Aud so all through His
course. At one time we fiud Him breaking upon Simon
as, following his earthly calling, he was occupied 'in mending
his nets on the sea shore-and was His converse with
the fisherman alone and ill secret? Far from it: the
throng was so numerous, that they forced Him to leave the
shore, and making Peter's ship His pulpit, He preached unto the
people. At another time, when much people were with the widow
of N ain, sympathizing with her in her loss, and following out of
the gates of the city the bier upon which lay the tcidow's only
son, Jesus breaks in upon the scene. His tender heart was at
once touched with the sorrow of that broken-down widow under
her crushing loss, and He exercised His sovereign power over
death, and with triumphant command touching the bier, and
causing them that bare it to stand still, said, "Young man, I
say unto thee, Arise"; when a power went along with the word
and put life into him, so that "he who was dead sat up, and
began to speak, and He delivered him to his mother." His
sympathy for the sorrowful, compassion for the feeble, and
comfort to the faint, marked His movements throughout Hi:;
career; and we could fill a volume with proofs that with him,
"LIfe was real, l'fe was earnest." Even young children-and very
young childl'en too-escaped not His regard and sympathy; for so
young were they that He took them up in His arms, and
pressed them to His bosom. His heart was a heart of tenderness and love. So also with His ministry, He was no religious
recluse, but a public Teacher, proclaiming the whole truth of God.
The whole world that lieth in wickedness was His platform for
work, and He went about doing good. His intercourse with
sinners often surprised even His disciples. They were astonished
that He talked with the woman of' Samaria, and could not understand His taking any notice of that "certain woman who was a
sinner." They mistook His mission, and not till after His resurrection understood His work. So, we repeat, we oould fill a
volume with proofs that with Him, "Life was real, and life was
em'nest." His example was perfeot, and His aotions oarried out,
not in seclusion, but in the world, amidst its busy people.
And this fact prepares us for His petition to His Father, under
our consideration: "I pray not that Thou shouldest take them ozd
of the world, but that Thou shouldest keep them from the evil."
He had Himself passed through the evil, and done the good, and
now He would have it with His chosen, as He would have it in
His own career-in the uorld but not of it. They were of the
world by natural creation; they once had their conversation with
men' of the world; they at one time drank into its pleasures and
pursuits, but mighty grace has made all the difference; its power
has turned them round, broken their hearts, brought them on their
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knees, and they have become by regeneration new creatures in
Christ Jesus. They are not of the world though in it.
Then, still further, they are not of the world as heirs of glory:
and I love to think that heirs of glory are not great personages
and men of might; but the Apostle, bringing it down to the
lowest and least, says, "If children [that is, children of God] then
heirs; heirs of God; and joint heirs with Ohrist; if so be that
we suffer with Him, that we may be also glorified together." This
is the way the children of God are not of the world.
" One with Christ! 0 blissful thought!
We are by His Spirit taught;
On His fulness now we live;
Grace for grace we thence receive.
" One with Christ! Ye saints, rejoice;
As the objects of His choice,
He will every want supply;
While He lives we cannot die.
" One with Christ-for ever one!
Debts are paid, the work is done;
Grace and glory both are given,
We are on our way to heaven."

Another thing worthy of our notice in our blessed Lord's prayer,
that His redeemed should not be taken out of the world, but
kept from the wit of it, is that sometimes, in rebellion and
impatience, their prayer is indited in a different spirit; tired
of life and weary of trouble, and wanting to get rid of their
affiictions, they are found praying for rest, praying to be taken
home bPfore the time. This is evidently wrong, and dishonouring to
a God of order and purpose. No, no! we should not pray in
such a spirit. Of course, there are cases of acute suffering when
we cannot wonder at such a desire, especially if it is coupled with
a "Nevertheless, not my will but Thine"; but the instances we
are referring to are those of the spirit of haste and impatience-a
thinking only of self, and not weighing the purpose why the Lord
.keeps us here in the world-namely, that we should testify of Him,
tell of His love and grace, glorify His name, and become by an
all-wise discipline, meet to live with Him for ever.
And note with us, dear reader, how our portion presents our
Saviour, when on earth, in the attitude of prayer to His Father.
We have heard of captious men and ministers disputing if there
is any use in prayer. May God forgive them. It is sufficient
for us, beloved, to know that the Master prayed to the Father,
and we cannot err to follow His example: indeed, beyond even
this, we cannot help praying. It is the outgoing of the life divine
which He has given us, and we as living souls shall only cease
to pray when we cease to breathe. Precious to the point have
been those words of Jesus to my soul: addressing the Father, He
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says, "And now come I to Thee." "Oh, then," I responded, "I
will do the same," and, looking up to the throne of grace and
mercy, I exclaimed, "Father, and now come I to Thee __ " but such
a sinking came over me as I thought of the contrast between
Saviour and sinner. I come to Thee, 0 Father; but oh, the
insufficiency, the weakness, the unworthiness, the sinfulness! and
yet it is on this very ground I dare approach Thee. It is the
need of the sinner that drives to the Father. And then the very
sinllership-need causes faith to cast the eye upon Him who only
can bring to the Father. "No man can come unto the Father,
but by Me." Talk about not praying! why, the believer in the
Lord Jesus Ohrist is found throughout the day praying without
ceasing, and far on oft in the night-seasons his spirit is uplifted
in prayer to his God. Is it not so, beloved? "And now, 0 Father,
I come unto Thee." Yes," now" and never hast Thou said to
the seeking seed of Jacob, seek ye My face in vain. No; if we
come to Thee empty, we do not come away from Thee empty.
Thou dost always give something, even if it is only a little joy,
a little hope, a little lifting up. I must pray to 'fhee; nay, so
urgent is my need oft.times, that prayer becomes a wrestling. "I
will not let Thee go, except Thou bless me."
And now what is it we want to enable us to combat with the
thousands of evils we meet with in the world, to calm our spirits
in the day of trouble, and to comfort our hearts in the day of
adversity? It is the realiz'ltion of a p1'ecious Ohrist. Oh, precious,
precious Jesus!
J'

" Thou dost conduct Thy people
Through torrents of temptation;
Nor will we fear, whilst Thou art near,
The fire of tribulation."

"I will he with thee." This is Thy distinct and fulfilled
Jlromise thus far, and Thou wilt be with us even to the end.
What then have we to fear? Ohrist with us in fire and flame.
We cannot harm in His presence. The fire or flame cannot
.destroy Him, and it will never destroy us who are thus with
Him in hallowed and secured union. Shall we not, then, trust
Him? That is a wondrous declaration of our God, "I will
leave in the midst of thee an affiicted and poor people, and they
shalt trust in the name of the Lord." Mark," They shall trust."
But you say, "Oh, but I do not, and seem as if I cannot
trust." Then God will give discipline to bring to it: for if He
says, "They shall trust," they will trust, sooner or later. His
word of promise can never fail.
Another thing which is exceedingly precious in connection with
the realization of Ohrist in the midst of daily life, is that which
He specially prays for in His petition to the Father, namely,
that His people may be kept from the evils of tlw world. Oh,
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this indeed fills up a need, for they cannot for a moment keep
themselves. Evils abound; they are pernicious and powerful,
and we are weak and erring. We should certainly again and
again fall under them, but for this di1,ine keeping. We are
unequal for the battle; and His call to the Father, "Keep them,"
is so gracious and merciful! He had, as we have seen, passed
Himself through existing evils on all sides, He knew the
difficulties they would have to contend with, therefore is His
cry to the Father, "Keep them," so precious and loving. "Kept
by the power of God, through faith, unto salvation." And our
Lord Himself said to the Father, "While I was with them in
the world, I kept them in Thy name: those that Thou gavest
Me I have kept, and none of them is lost, but the son of
perdition; that the Soripture might be fulfilled." Ah! those are
well kept whom the Lord keeps, and whom He keeps He keeps
to the end.
In reading the Word tbis morning, a lovely portion to the
point met me and melted me. It was this: "They went through
the flood on foot: there did we rf'/oice in Him" (Psalm lxvi. 6).
Of oourse it has reference to the passage of the Red Sea, when
the people of Israel were delivered from Egypt. "And Moses
stretohed out his hand over the sea; and the Lord caused the sea
to go baok by a strong east wind all that night, and made the
sea dry land, and the waters were divided" (Exodus xiv. 2 I).
And I oould but picture the waters standing up as a wall on
each side, with their crested tops curling over the favoured
multitude; and there in the midst they rejoiced in the Lord, and,
when they reached the other side, burst forth in an acclamation
of praise to their Deliverer. Ah! does He not still vouchsafe to
His people marvellous mercies as of old, preserving us iu the
midst of seen and unseen dangers, and even giving faith and
grace to rejoice in Him who holds our souls in life, when we are
passing through many and great perils? But the point that
seemed especially precious to me was the expression} "There did
we rejoice in Him."
Yes, His felt power and presence does lift
us up in soul joy, and the realization of Ohrist, in the reality of
life and even the shadowing of death, inspires us to press on and
rejoice. "They went through the flood on foot: there did u"e
rf'joice in Him."
"Rejoice, my soul, for thou art blest
In Jesus' covenant love;
And in Him, with Him, thou shalt rest
In endless bliss above."

And so it is; "Life is real, and life is earnest," and in the midst
of its busy scenes, and daily details, the soul is uplifted to God
in praise and adoration.
"Thy statutes have been my songs in the house of my
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pilgrimage."

And have you not, dear reader, at times realized a

hallowed clinging to the Lord in connection with some worldly matter?

Men have said this and the other, and women have vented their
opinions, but all along you have been silent before the Lord;
and, with a secret clinging to Him, you have felt satisfied He
will work in a totally unlooked-for way and manner to all the
calculations that have been advanced " nor has He disappointed your
trust. There is always an Omnipotent "shall" attached to
waiting

~tpon

the Lord.

Oh, I would say to my own soul and to you, then cling on;
"Cast thy burden upon the Lord"; claim His promised help in
the time of need; He will clear up all in a sovereign and mighty
way, bringing you to glorify His name. I have proved Him
true, and therefore can urge a confidence in His will and way,
which never brings the child of God to shame.
"Yes, I, with all my cares,
Will lean upon the Lord;
I'll cast my burden on His arm,
And trust upon His word."

And then that last expression in our portion, so important and
precious, " They are not of the world, as I am not of the world.I>
What does this mean? I would suggest, they are not of the world,
as Christ was not of the world, in their standing in Him-in covenant union with a precious Christ, of which the world knows
nothing. So also in their call by grace out of this ungodly world:
"Come out from among them . . . . touch not the unclean."
And again, in the guidance and leading of the Spirit; and once
more, in their conversation and desires they are not of the world,
as Christ was not of the world: and this standing, this calling,
this leading, and this conversation and conduct, makes the world
hate &..ad despise them, as it hated and despised the Saviour; but
oh, what an honour to be thus one with Christ! to live separated
from the world; in it but not of it!
"The world lcnows not God." With all its wigdom, it cannot
understand God and His will and ways; neither, with all its
wisdom, can it understand the cMldren of God. It cannot enter into
their desires, and has no sympathy with that which they love.
"Oh," says a worldly one, full of the gaiety of life, "I have been
to such a theatre and to such a concert. I've heard Madam this,
and Madam the other. So-and-so is such a charming creature,
and such an one such a polished beauty." And all this falls on
the ear of the lover of Christ with fulsome lightness and sickening folly. Such have no taste for anything of the kind, and the
worldling is surprised how anyone can bear lue and not go the
round of the theatres. Ah! they have not tasted that the Lord
is gracious and precious. They know nothing of His divine love
and hallowed presence. "The world knows not God."
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In conclusion, I would say, dear reader, that in the midst of the
evils of the world, Christ is the Ohristian's daily Magnet. He may have
much to disturb the tranquillity of soul he loves to realize; earthly
cares and contendings may violently convulse his peace of mind,
for the time being; but in secret he is again drawn to Him who
brings peace, and who is the attraction of his heart's joy.
Precious Lord J"SUS! draw us to Thyself more and more; wean
us from a world of sin and sorrow; attract us by Thine unvarying love to Thyself; and while we feel, as we have asserted, that
"Life is real, and We is earnest," may we realize the fulfilment
of Thine own petitiou to the Father, "I pray not that Thou
shouldest take them out of the world, but that Thou shouldest
keep them from the evil of it."
God grant it, to our gain and His own glory.
THE EDITOR.

THE PILGRIM.
I

no portion here,
I seek a home above;
And tread the desert drear,
Drawn by a Saviour's love:
His watchful care shall guide my feet,
Till in my Father's house we meet.

Kingdoms and empires rise;
They fall, and lick the dust;
Each crown forgotten lies
In time's corroding rust:
But He shall reign with boundless
sway,
When time itself hath passed away.

HAVE

He found me when a slave,
He set the bondman free;
Eternal life He gave,
And glorious liberty:
And though His love I've oft forgot,
Through every change, He changeth
not.

One smile from Him I love
I covet more than wine;
I thirst to drink above
The stl'eams of bliss divine:
What earthly joys, though pure and
fair,
Can with my Saviour's love corn·
pare?

From Him I wandered wideMy everlasting Friend;
I left His sheltering side,
Whose love can never end:
Rhame and confusion, Lord, are mine;
But faithful truth and grace are
Thine.

I go from strength to strength,

Through all the gloomy wa,y ;
And I shall reach at length
The realms of Perfect Day:
Where pleasures reign without alloy,
And grief id lost in endless joy.

I envy not the great,I soon shall see His face
Their lands,and wealth untold;
Who gave His life for me;
I'd ne'er exchange my state
And sing the song of grace
For many a miser's gold:
Through all eternity:
What things of earth, though rich ,
Among the ransomed hosts I'll tell
and rare,
Can with my precious Christ com· The love that saved my soul from
hell.
pare?
W. S. ROBINSON.
S carbo?'ough.

I

WE must commit our souls to GOd'8 keeping, and submit ourselves
to His disposal.
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SEEKING FOR THE OB,TECT OF ONE'S :L.OVE.
"By night on my bed I sought Him whom my soul loveth .
. "ut 1
found Him not."-SOLOJIWN'S SONG iii. 1.
"I sought Him whom my soul devoutly loves,
When midnight darkness hid Him from my eyes,
And unbelieving, anxious thoughts arose."
IN the providence of God, some few years ago, we were led to spend:
some weeks at an hotel in a Midland town. We had not been there
many hours before we could but notice the strange conduct of a
middle-aged gentleman who, throughout the day-and, indeed, far int()
the evening-would const,antly come in and out of the large public:
room in which we were sitting. He seemed always in haste, and he
would come in, look at every person in the room, peer in every corner,
and then retire as quickly as he came. This, as I have said, he
repeated many times during the day. Upon inquiry as to the cause
of all this on the part of this erratic and eccentric gentleman, I was
informed that he was in a good position of life, although he seemed
to prefer to appear oddly dressed in seedy clothes-that he had been
crossed, as we say, in love in earlier days, which had affected his mind,
and now he spent his whole time in darting into this place and the
other, "searching," as my informant said, "for the object of his love." I
was also informed that the loved one had long since been laid in the
grave, so that the poor man's search would ever be in vain; but,
dear reader, this is not our case, blessed be God ! We are seekers
after Jesus; He is the object of our love; and although again and
again we have to say, "I found Him not," the time will come, as it,
has come again and again in our experience (has it not 7) when joyously
we have had to exclaim, "I have found Him whom my soul loveth."
Are you saying, dear reader, "I m~LSt have Jesus. I cannot live
without Him; He is the object of my love, and the desire of my
heart 7" Why, what does this prove, to certain demonstration 7 Why
this, that there is a relationship between Him and you of a most endearin[C
kind-an eternal linking which nothing can sever-a covenant union
which nothing can break. And yet at times you are found sadly
sighing, and sadly fearing lest you have any part or lot in the matter.
" I must have Jesus." Is this your language 7 It betrays a love that
shall not be disappointed. The devil may tempt you to dispute YOU?'
relationship, but the language of your heart's desires tells the truthful
tale that "you love Him, because He first loved you." You are 8.
seeker because you have already been a finder; you are restless
bacause already you have known what it is to rest in His love.
And these seekings after Jesus and secret longings for His presence
not merely prove ?'elationship, but life. A dead soul has no desires
after Jesus. Such find no beauty in Him. The mention of His name
mars their worldly enjoyment, and they shun the company of those
whose hearts are full of love to Christ, and who want ever to be·
telling of His worth. A deact soul never praiseth the Lord; therefore,
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dear reader, are you and I desirous for the communications of a
Saviour's love. Is He to us the "chiefest among ten thousand, and
the altogether lovely" ~ Do we sicken at worldly pleasures and pursuits, and have no taste for worldly company ~ It is because we are
alive to God, and to things of God; and the very outgoings after
Jesus are the outgoings of a life which nothing can destroy, His
absence rendering all an aching void.
"By night on my bed I sought Him whom my soul loveth."
"Yes, indeed, this is literally true," can exclaim the seeking soul;
"and when I find Him in contemplation, unfolding, and love, my
night season becomes a b1'ight season.
Some of my choicest moments
are when all is hushed in silence, and I feel' alone, yet Dot alone,' with
Jesus." But the Church says, in connection with this utterance, " I
found Him not." Ah! this is too often the case; His absence makes
it night indeed; although we may seek Him in the proper place of
prayer and heart desire, alas! we find Him not. Yet, beloved, His very
delays are not denials. Go on seeking and searching, the finding is at.
hand.
But it appears to me, that the figure here used may be looked at in
other aspects than that of the spiritual, heart-felt searching for Jesus in
the night seasons.
" By night," is, for instance, the night of affliction. When the Lord it>
teaching us out of His law by the means of divine chastening-when the
joy of our heart is ceased, and the eyes of faith are dim-when our
iniquities seem set before us, and our secret sins brought out to our
sorrow and shame-oh, what is it we want to clear all up ~ It is the
presence of Jesus, "turning again our captivity as streams in the south,"
and :;peaking words of peace and comfort to our souls.
Then there is the night of soul cla1'kness, when, after we have had the
sensible presence of Jesus, He seems gone, and in our nights of darkness
we seek for Him and find Him not. The arch enemy whispers to our
discomfort, "Ah ! where is now your God ~ If Christ loved you, is it
likely He would leave you in such darkness and distress ~" Get thee
away, thou deadly enemy of my soul! My God changes not. His love
"I shall yet praise Him, who is the health of my
is unalterable.
countenance, and my God."
By night-the night of apparent desertion.
vVe say apparent, for it
is never so in reality. He is near, although we see Him not. "I
know," says the distressed soul, "my God reigneth, but oh, how
mysterious His dealings with me, how dark are His providences, how
hedged up my way. I am in a low place." Yes, beloved, and I will
confidently tell you that the time will come-and it will be the right
time, too-when that sighing will be turned into a song, and your joy
notes will be something like this".But Jesus pitied my distress,
He heard my feeble cry;
"Revealed Ris blood and rigbteousness,
And brought salvation nigh."
Then again, "By night." There is the night of bereavement,. upon
which I can speak so feelingly and experimentally. Yes, we sigh,
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"She is gone," or "He is gone," as the case may be j and although
when our dear ones have died in Christ we rejoice in their happiness
and peace, yet nature will feel, and the anguish of Mary at the
sepulchre becomes ours.
"By night," on my bed of affliction, of darkness, of apparent desertion,
of bereavement, "1 sought Him." Ah! "but 1 found Him not."
And now note, that in seeking for the object of her love, the
Church made two mistakes. First, she sought Him on the bToad ways
of profession, where we shall never find Christ; and, secondly, she
appealed to untried and untruthful watchmen, who never lead the
Church to her Best Beloved.
First. She sought Him in the broad ways of profession, where He
will not be found. And mark, she did not go there by the Lord's
leading. She said, "I will 1'ise now, and go about the city in the
streets, and in the broad ways." Here was self-action, which ever
leads to disappointment. We must drop the I if we would find the
(l'reat "1." "I will rise, and I will seek," may be the gush of the
creature, but not the grace of divine leading: besides which, it is not
in the broad way, but the narrow way He will be found-a way
apart from the throfJ.g-a way hedged up with briars and thorns-a
way not worn with the multitude of feet, but with the footsteps of
the flock. Our Saviour passed this way Himself, and there will He
meet with His followers in grace and mercy.
And then she appealed to the untTied and 1mt1'Uthful watchmen, "The
watchmen that go about the city found me: to whom I said, Saw ye
Him whom my soul loveth 1" Oh, how we have seen this in divine
experience. 'Ne have put on charity; we have said, "'Vell, these
men go as far as their light: it is not for us to judge our fellow,"
and we have tried to be one with them; but it is all of no use.
Compromise in eternal things will not do. We have gained no fellowship and experienced no oneness of heart and soul with such: nay,
more; whe~ they have seen that we are all fo'l' Ch1'ist, they have shuned
us, and even turned round and rended us as sanctimonious, or pretending
to be better than others. Oh, it is no such thing! but we learn the
lesson, that shallow teachers and God-and-mammon turners will not
do 'for the living, loving people of God, and the less they have to do
with such the better.
"I asked the watchmen, but I asked in vain,
For some of them (or some who bore that name)
Were blind, and never saw the shining face
Of my beloved Lord; nor can they point
A seeking sinner to a saving Christ,
For they have never found Him for themselves."
No, indeed. There are thousands of so-called watchmen-shepherdspriests-and one knows not what, whose name is legion; they do not
even know the way of salvation, and point the poor seeking soul to
sacraments, formularies, prayers, music, or the Church-the Churchbut not to Christ. It is painful and pitiable to observe it j but, blessed
be God, in the midst of all so depressing, there are a few faithful
watchmen yet, lifting up the voice of warning, on the one hand and
()n the other, who love to tell the seeking soul of the way of salvation
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and the preciousness of redeeming love. Such watch for souls, and
find delight in cheering onwards anxious ones, who long to be right
for eternity. God bless, uphold, and support such in their glorious
and Ohrist-honouring work. No, it is mostly apart from all human
instrumentality that the Ohurch finds the Object of her love. Of course,
we do not despise such instrumentality which is of the Lord's leading
and appointment-far from it-but mostly and secretly the Ohurch's
experience is ours: "It was but a little that I passed from them, but
I found Him whom my soul loveth." Yes, passed from them allthat I became "alone, and yet not alone"; for then, all dependences
gone, the Lord Himself broke in upon my soul, and revealed Himself
to me as the God of love. Beloved, here is a piece of experience and
counsel to us: Whatever of the hurhan rises up, on the right hand or
the left of our pathway, do not stop to argue, or listen, or attempt
communion with them. Pass by them all. Put on the air of grace-led
disdain. Away with all that is mortal,'and grasp the immortal; so shall
we gain what we need and desire, help from the Lord of Glory Himself.
After the resurrection of our blessed Lord, Mary Magdalene was an
earnest seeker after Jesus. She had looked in vain for the Object
of her love in the dark sepulchre. She had run back, and meeting
Simon Peter and the other disciple whom Jesus loved, exclaimed to
them in the anguish of her loss, "They have taken away the Lord out
of the sepulchre, and we know not where they have laid Him." The
disciples upon this ran both together, and for themselves saw the truth
of her lamentation. "But Mary stood without the sepulchre weeping:
and as she wept, she stooped down, and looked into the sepulchre, and
seeth two angels in white sitting, the one at the head, and the other
at the feet where the body of Jesus had lain. And they say unto
her, Woman, why weepest thou ~" She repeats the words she had just
uttered to the disciples, "Because they have taken away my Lord, and
I know not where they have laid Him. And when she had thus said,
she turned herself back, and saw Jesus standing, and knew not that it
was Jesus. Jesus saith unto her, Woman, why weepest thou~· She,
supposing Him to be the gardener, saith unto Him, Sir, if thou have
borne Him hence, tell me where thou hast laid Him, and I will take
Him away." Oh, what love! what affection! A weak woman, forgetting
her weakness and declaring she would take away the Object of her love.
But she made this mistake, too, "She, supposing Him to be the
gardener." Well, if it had been the gardener, her appeal was the appeal
of nature and not of faith. He could not help her. But what breaks
the speli 7 What brought her to the dust, and poured the balm of
consolation into her wounded soul 7 Here we have it: "Jesus said
unto her." Himself she wanted, Himself she had. He uttered but
one word, "MaTy," but it was sufficient, all was changed. His voice
was powerful and penetrating, accompanied by divine power and
lo\'e: "MaTy. She turned herself, and saith unto Him, Rabboni, which
is to say, Master." She passed by all human agencies, and gained in
her seeking the presence of the Master Himself.
Well, at all events, for the time being the Ohurch has found the
Object of her love, and with heartfelt fervour she exclaims, "I have
found Him whom my soul loveth." Do notice as with us, dear reader,
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what now she does, under the gracious circumstances she is led into
by the Holy Spirit. She does fO'Ur things1. She holds the Object of her love fast.
2. She draws Him into closer fellowship.
3. She charges all around her not to disturb her in her joy,. and,
4. She turns her back upon the world.
1. She holds the Object of hm' love fast. "I held Him, and would not
let Him go." A faith grasp which must prevail. "I will not let thee
go." Divine power cannot resist such a hold, even though it is weakness grasping Strength, and sinner wrestling with Saviour, for it is the
bands of love which hold both. Ah! here after all is the secret of it;
my faith would be nowhere if His almighty grace were not everywhere. "I held Him"; yes, because He held me. I love Him
because He first loved me.
2. The Church draws her Beloved into a closer fellowship. She wants
to behold more of His grace, wisdow, and love; and she says, "I held
Him, and would not let Him go, until I had brought Him into my
mother's house "-into the tent of inward communion, so that I may
close my eyes to all else but Jesus. Himself I love; Himself I want,
I am sick to death of earthly dependences and stays; they fail me
again and again in the hour of heart·felt need, but He never fails me.
I can depend upon His word of promise; and the sweet assurance of
His love to me, unworthy as I am, gives me a peace and joy the
world can never give. "As the hart panteth after the water brooks,
so panteth my soul after Thee, 0 God." "Salvation belongeth unto
the Lord: Thy blessing is upon Thy people." And then3. The Chunh desires that nothing shall distU1'b her in the treasured
communion she enjoys with her Best Beloved. "I charge you, 0 ye daughters
of Jerusalem, by the roes, and by the hinds of the fields, that ye stir
not up, nor awake my love, till He please." Away with professing
Christians! they rob me of my comfort, and their talk is not the talk
of Zion. They are full of cavillings and contentions, while I want
peace; their spirit and actions are carnal, and I crave for that which
is spiritual. I know that as the very rustling of the leaves will
disturb the timid roes and hinds of the field, and make them fly with
speed away from their place of shelter, so it is with me. I am afraid
of any worldly disturbance. Shut in with Jesus, I want to be shut
out from the world, and from anything and everything that mars my
rest in Christ and intercourse with Him.
"Let nothing earthly venture to intrude,
Lest He withdraw Himself or hide His face."
Oh! how intrusive are the things of time! We may in the early
hours of the morning have gained some little fellowship with Jesus;
we may have, in measure, drank into the blessedness of some portion
of the Word, and realized a little opening out in prayer at the throne
of grace; but the first step into the world's arena of daily care seems
t~ crush us, and away goes our communion, and even the tone and
frame in which we commenced the day. Yes, it must be so; indeed,
it is right and well: if it were all calm we should not see the treasures
of the deep. It is that we should be seekers and sojourners, not
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halting, but pressing on and passing by; and it is the very intrusive
things we are referring to that give point to our pleadings. We are
brought to helplessness and need that we may again be helped and
filled. God wili not have us rest in the calm of peace, of communion,
of love, this side the grave. He takes means to brace us up for the
real battle of life day by day. And this brings us to a further assertion in connection with our portion4. The Chu1'Ch t1t1YIS her back to the world, when she realizes such
delight in Christ. Of course, in reality, we cannot turn our backs upon
the world, who have to do so much with its cares and concerns. To
shake it off, with us, is an impossibility; but in spirit, oh, let a
Ohristian drink into the joy of a Saviour's love, and in spirit such
can turn their backs upon the world, and, with the face Zionward,
press towards the heavenly kingdom. "Who is this that cometh out
of the wilderness, like pillars of smoke, perfumed with myrrh and
frankincense, and all powders of the merchant 1" Yes, the Ohurch is
eoming up out of the wilderness daily, aspiring to the heavenly home;
upwards, onwards, is her experience, and she does know what it is
at times to trample with holy disdain upon all the beggarly things of
time and exclaim, "I'm the King's daughter. I cannot degrade my
name and standing with the wretched things of time, which profit not,
but make one sad." Do you drink into such experience, dear reader 1
Happy, happy soul! Pursue thy high career; go up from earth, and
be for ever glorified above. But mark, the Ohurch comes up out of
the wilderness, "pe1fumed" " yes, "with myrrh and frankincense, with
all powders of the merchant." Perfumed with l1~yrrh. This was one
of the gifts presented by the wise men from the East to our Saviour,
in token of His prophetic office and sufferings in time to come; but
methinks it is not here gifts to Ohrist, but His gifts to His Ohurch
that spread fragrance around her course, and that the merits and
righteousness of Christ, like myrrh and frankincense in the temple
service, perfumed her person; while all the gifts and gI'aces of the
Holy Spirit, like costly powders, created a fragrance in her life of
love, acceptable to God, who looks upon the face of His Anointed,
a:nd accepts the Church as in her Beloved.
We observe further, in connection with our subject, two things with
regard to the Church's experience, namely, the conflict and the chariot,
The conflict, for it must not all be communion. It would not be
well for us to have too much sunshine. "Behold his bed, which is
Solomon's; threescore valiant men are about it, of the valiant of
Israel. They all hold swords, being expert in war: every man hath
his sword npon his thigh because of fear in the night." The Church
may enjoy her Lord's embrace, and no wonder; but every member of
it will find it needful to grasp the sword of the Spirit, too, for we
are in an enemy's land.
• While I dwell in an enemy's land,
Can I hope to be always in peace P
'Tis enough that my Shepherd's at
hand,
And that shortly this warfare will
cease.

" For ere long He will bid me remove
From this region of sorrow and
pain,
To abide in His presencp- above,
And then I no more shall complain."
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Then we have something to say about " the chariot." "King Solomon
made himself a chariot of the wood of Lebanon. He made pillars
thereof of silver, the bottom thereof of gold, the covering of it of purple,
the midst thereof being paved with love, for the daughters of Jerusalem."
"A greater than Solomon is here." The glorious King of kings will
take His Ohurch home with no uncertain preparation; and, whatever
she has had to endure in the way of trial and affiiction in her eart):1ly
course, the way home shall be a way of triumph, for she rides upon ·ithe
horses of Jehovah's strength, and in the chariots of salvation
(Hab. iii. 8).
And here is the most precious point of all; it is "paved with love."
How we see this again and again with dear ones now ip. their home of
rest. They have had suffering of a most acute character, and pain well
nigh beyond endurance, but the time of the end has come, the candle
flickers in the socket, the brittle thread of life will soon be cut, and
where is the suffering and the pain ~ Assuaged, if not even all gone. Peace
reigns, foretastes of the inside of the pearly gates are gained,and
love, gentle and tender, takes the dear one safely home. Would we
wish them back again to this world of tumult and toil ~ No, not 'for a
moment. Love has done its work to the full; they are at peaceful rest;
and here is our consolation, we follow them. Our salvation is as secure
as theirs, and I can say confidently to you, beloved, " Salvation~s chariot
paved with love for you."
,
In conclusion, dear reader, our line of links of thought and truth are
once more before you. If a child of God and a lover of Jesus, I am
sure you rejoice with us in the divine communications of a Saviour's_
love, and you can say, with the Ohurch and the scribe, "By night on
my bed I sought Him whom my soul loveth"; having to sigh in your
search again and again, "but I found Him not." Restless, you have
continued your search-perhaps in the broad ways of profession, as the
spirit of a false charity and universal brotherhood has come over you;
but still you found Him not, nor ever will on the ground of religious
profession. You have then craved of tried and untried, true and
untruthful, watchmen to tell you where you can find your Beloved.
The former have spoken gently and kindly, but the latter have pointed
you to this and that, but not to Ohrist. And then when you have swept
by them all, and given up all dependence upon man, the Master of your
love has broken in upon you, and you have immediately with holy
joy and rapture exclaimed, " I have found Him whom my soul loveth ! "
and when you had done so you held Him fast in the embrace of faith,
and drew Him into closer fellowship with you-so close that, knowing
that the least thing would disturb you, as the rustling leaf disturbs
the timid roe and hind of the morning, causing it to fly from its
shelter and place of security, so you have feared that anything should
intervene to disturb your communion of peace with Ohrist. Then we
have seen that with all the varied experience of the living Ohurch of an
earth-bound character, she is yet coming out of the wilderness. She has
her back upon the world and her face Zionward, and is endued with power
from on high, and the gifts and graces of the Holy Spirit. Then we have
pointed out that however desirable and cherished communion is, it must be
conflict to the end, which is best for us. The valiant men "all held
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swords, being experts in war: every man bath his sword upon his
thigh because of fear in the night." The weak ones may not be warriors,
and yet they have to endure conflict to ensure the honour. And, lastly,
we have seen that King Jesus' chariot is "paved with love."
"Thy Ohurch, 0 Jesus, still looks out for Thee;
In all the means of grace, at every feast,
For all enjoyment centres in Thyself."
Oan you not, dear reader, set your seal to such heart desires and
soul longin gs ~ Yes, I am sure you can, and your language is, '" Bless
the Lord, 0 my soul,' for the riches of His grace and communications
of His love. 'I will praise Him as long as I have any being,' and
then praise Him throughout eternity."

G. O.

BUTton-on-Trent.
FORBIDDEN PRAYERS.
MOST of us have some wish which
seems
The summit of our days and dreams;
And we are never satisfiedWhate'er we have-with this denied.
I speak not here of the soul's aching
For God and holiness-the breaking
Of earth's most cherished ties, that we
Might ponder on eternity;
But something we should like to do,
Or plan, or hold, or taste, or view;
Some joy-legitimate below,
And oh, we cannot let it go.
Poor Moses! hope was slain in me
As I re-read his piteous plea,
And God's denial; He had borne,
For love of Him, all Israel's scorn;
His prayers their judgments had
averted,
And though
o'erwhelmed and
broken-hearted,
He led the rebel tribes alongAfraid, yet in the promise strong;
And just for one unhallowed breach,
For anger that broke forth in speech,
The hope which buoyed him through
it all
Was forfeited beyond recall.
Ohoking, I laid my Bible down;
It; seemed so hard that God should
frown
On such a servant, and forbid
His very prayers-the which He did;
While providences seemed disjointed,
That Moses should be disappointed,
Galleywood, Chelmsford.

And follow God so silently
To see what he had lost-and die,
But while I strove to hide my sight
From this profound prophetic light,
God's word to my anxieties
Was, "Speak no more to Me of
this."
Oh, sympathy! thy subtle force
Would wake rebellion at its source,
Did I not know what heights of bliss
Are built on mortal miseries.
Say it is hard that all this trying,
Planning and struggling and deny.
ing,
To make some cherished good our
own,

Should be ignored and overthrown;
God has a, reason for His ways,
He can affQ1'd to wait for praise;
He knows our afterwards shall prove
The strength and wisdom of HiB
love.
So, hold your own against the foe,
My fellow-pilgrims, though ye go
In mortal misery till ye wake
Where never more the heart shalt
ache;
For yours is nob the bitter anguish
Of the unsanctified, who languish
In just such misery, and know
No God above, no rest below.
Oh, never call time's trials wrongs, .
To sinners every ill belongs;
Surely a dying Ohrist should be
Pledge of His perfect love to thee.
M. A. OHAPLIN.
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WELL-SPRINGS.
,. Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and
he shall go no more out."-REVELATION iii. 12.
"EVEN thus do some of us earnestly 'desire a better country,' since
those we held supremely dear and precious on earth have entered into
glory. Heaven is doubly our 'home now, and we bless every wave
that lifts our barque, and every wind that wafts it nearer to the
heavenly shore."
Thus writes Mrs. SPURGEON with her thoughts and affections tending forward, onward, upward, heavenward, since her best possessions
are there, where her beloved and now glorified partner has taken
possession of all that he was heir to by covenant love and blood. In
the presence of the Lamb who is all the glory, she looks to spend an
eternity together, singing, "Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and
thanksgiving, and honour, and power, and might, be unto our God for
·ever and ever. Amen."
And some of us, who have been parted for a season from our best
-beloveds, are looking and longing for the time whenI

" We too, at the season ordained,
Their ohorus for ever shall join,
And love and adore without end
Their faithful Creator and mine."
And in the little while between, by faith following them within the
-veil, we participate their pleasures, we joy in their joy, we sing in the
militant their song of triumph, and we love to muse on all their
unsullied bliss, unbroken peace, and never-ending pleasures.
RUTHERFORD speaks of the now glorified ones as living" on Christ's
other side." And it is a beautifully-suggestive thought. Here below,
subject to all earth's storms and blasts, they were dependant upon
Him who shielded them and kept them close to His gracious gracebestowing side. Thm'e they are free from all possibility of harm, and
-are walking with delight and eternal satisfaction on Christ's othel' sideHis glorious glory-bestowing side. Faith lost in sight, grace exchanged
for glory. And thus we love to think of them, all the promises now
fulfilled in and for them. One of these "exceeding great and
precious promises" has laid hold of me, and abides with me in living
comfort and secret joy, that my beloved is for ever eternally shut in,
within the Ark of her refuge and safety, there always to abide secure,
there never to know other than fulness of joy. "He shall go out no
more" nor desire it otherwise. This is one of heaven's precious
negatives, for we cannot grasp the positive in this time-state. By
this means of contrast the Holy Spirit shows us in measure, and
suits our finite comprehension of what our loved ones are enjoying.
There are many precious promises in connection with God's covenant
people Israel, that, without stretching the meaning of Holy Scripture,
His spiritual seed may rightly appropriate to their own experience.
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By the blessings of peace, made through the blood of the cross,
they look to the city whose Builder and Maker is God, and say of
the redeemed, they shall "go no more out" whom God has gathered
home to glory. We find words equivalent to this in God's promise
to the seed of J acob after the flesh, amongst whom was a remnant
according to the election of grace: "Also I will ordain a place
for My people Israel, and will plant them, and they shall dwell
in their place, and shall be moved no more." Then there is
a time when misery shall be no more remembered (Prov. xxxi. 7);
when weeping shall be no more (Isa. xxx. 19); a day when
the sun shall be no more needed for light-when in the endless
sunshine of His Presence, we shall know of no cloud's intervention,
which oft-times here separates us from His smile; no more
"forsaken" (Isa. lxii. 4); no more afflictions for the now tempesttossed ones; no more death to them who have carried about
this body of sin; no more corruption, when this mortal is
clothed upon from above; no more servants nor strangers to the
kingdom of grace, when the King brings in to His furnished table;
no more tossings on this rough sea of life. Precious no more's! already
in spiritual possession; but when we get to the revelation of Jesus to
John, we stand upon future ground, as regards we who remain.
They who are gone on before are already joying in the positive side
of heaven's glories. May the Lord enable us to participate with them,
even if ever so dimly through a darkened glass now. The contemplation of these things, the sweet earnest of which is hid deep in our
hearts, may create a longing and uprising in the breast of some cast
down (mark, cast down, but not cast out) little one that shall lift
them up above this sorrowful present, to look up for the redemption
that even now may be nearer than they expected.
Look at these precious negatives. What do we find 7 The first is
a promise of abiding security, complete with celestial provision. They
shall go out no more; they shall hunger no more, neither thirst any
more. Many a one who has suffered the pangs of bodily hunger and
thirst below, shall be there to feed on the royal bounties of heaven.
Many of the seed royal of the King of kings have been among the
beggars and paupers of earth's lowest ranks. Many a one has known
the bitter pinch of poverty, when the basket-alas! no longer the store
basket-was empty, and their children have cried unto them in vain
for bread. Precious to them has been the counterbalancing of all
these things, but there is a higher meaning yet in this hungering and
thirsting no more. Look at our Saviour's own words, in Matthew's
Gospel, "Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled."
Oh yes; there is the spiritual hunger-the thirsting after godlinessthe inward man crying up to the Father, "Feed me, Thou Son of
God, give me to drink from the well of life."
" Bread of heaven,
Feed me till I want no more."
And there it shall even be so. The hungry soul shall be fed
fully, eternally satisfied in the presence of the King, who is
3 c
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ever with them, gazing in one long eternity in fulness of glory
on that Face Divine, for whom their souls longed and panted
below. They shall hunger and thirst no more, "For the Lamb
which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead
them unto living fountains of waters; and God shall wipe away all
tears from their eyes."
Then John looks again, and discovers, amid a new heaven and
earth, "There was no more sea." In the word new, of earth and
heaven, we may safely gather that everything material is done
away. "No more sea," such as is known in God's beautiful creation.
"No more sea 11 as we daily experience in God's spiritual creation.
Seas, indeed, we know of here: seas of wrath that went over His soul,
until He cried out from the veriest depths, "All Thy waves and
billows have gone over me." God's high-water mark was reached.
The Man that was His Fellow was plunged beneath its waves, that
His blood.bought family might sing, "Now there's no wrath for me,"
Seas of gitilt, due to every son and daughter of Adam, which are
for ever washed away in that sea of blood; seas of sorrow, anguish,
and tribulation; waves of care and unrest, ripple and crested foam;
all part of the appointed lot of His children, and all out of His
covenant of love. No wonder then that they look forward to that
unbroken calm of endless Sabbath, and say, "In God's habitation I
shall for ever rest. There there shall be no more sea of ripple,
wave, or crested foam, but one unbroken calm; and for such my soul
longs and pants, and looks forwarJ to with joy and hope."
Then" There shall be no rnO're death." Oh, whose heart does not leap
at this ~ Where is the heart not torn and riven by the death of
one dearer to them than their own life? Earthly beloveds taken from
us; links in the family circle snapped asunder; gaps staring us in the
face; dear familiar forms gone from our midst; sweet voices for ever
hushed in one long, unbroken sigh, even of death! . Were not the
promise still laid up-were not our hopes still raised to look forwardwe should be crushed and crumbled to despair. But listen to the voice
{)f Him who has passed the way before us: "I am He that liveth
and was dead, and behold I am alive for evermore." The present,
"That liveth," never more to die; the past, " Was dead," for ever
thereby abolishing death; and now, "Because I live, ye shall live also."
There can be no death where Jesus is."" He is all resurrection-power
and life. There was no dying in His presence when on earth. Not
one instance of dying whilst the Lord of Life was present; for, "I
came not to destroy, but to fulfil," He says; and in those three
instances of calling back to life those for whom He was sent, He
proves the truth of the Scriptures, "God is not a God of the dead,
but of the living." Now there is no more death, but life of lives for
every redeemed, heaven-born soul. Death is robbed of its sting, since
Jesus paid the penalty due to every son and daughter of Adam. So
they look fo'rward to all joy, all life, all peace; or, as taught to their
now finite mind in negatives, as best suits their capacity, "No more

* Precious fact! "No death where Jesus is ''-all life-all love.
by faith such an eternal verity.-ED.

Reader, grasp
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sorrow, no more sighing, no more tears, no more pain." Well may
they long for that happy and glorious exchange, and to have this
well-fixed hope, amid this changing, fluctuating, restless time-state, that
there they shall be fixed, "A pillar in the temple of my God, and go
no more out."
The stone in its niche, the pillar in its socket, all
the building being thus "fitly framed together," every little and great
stone in its place to adorn and beautify and complete the work of
the great Master Builder, to go no more out! Oh, does not the
heart leap at this ~ to think of our beloved ones safely housed and
garnered; to look back upon all the comings and. goings, the ups and
downs of their life, the tossings upon the rough ocean of life, their
sufferings and temporal alleviation, to be followed up by yet more
2vea1'iness and pctinfubess I Now, once and for ever then, up yonder,
they are fixed, and so well fixed that neither they nor we would
order it otherwise. vVe would not have them back again if we
c::JUld. They shall go no more out; they have reached the goal, th'lir
heart's highest attainment and satisfaction, and we long to join them.
Soon it may be; aye, very near to some of us may this glorious
tiffie be. Faith is strengthened, hope is cheered, and love is multiplied to our longing hearts. Joy bubbles up at the anticipation
that soon"I too shall see His face,
And nevel', nevel' sin;
And from the rivers of His grace
Drink endless pleasures in."
May the Oomforter come unto you, beloved, and, amid the restless,
weary tossings of nature, whisper the peace accompanying the words
of His own promise, "Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in
the temple of my God, and he shall go no more out."
R.

EXTRAOT FROM A SERMON.
ARE you troubled on account of sin ~ " Yes," you say, "it is my great
trouble. If I were God's child should I not feel happy and growing
increasingly good ~ but I feel that the longer I live the more I see of
corruption within. Yet God knows I hate myself for it, and long to
get rid of all sin." Is this thy heart feeling ~ My dear brother, give
me thy hand; we are one. You have the witness. Heart longings are
a proof of Divine lovings. God's Holy Spirit has awakened thee thus
to long; and mark, though you would desire comfortable feelings, the
Spirit itself beareth witness. The deep bass notes are as necessary to
make good music as the high tenor. If sin pierces thee, it proves
that Ohrist's thorns were thy sins. Sin is not a thorn, perhaps, to thy
neighbour, or one on the form close by thee. Take heart, brother.
God hath visited thee. Don't grieve His Holy Spirit by being unthankful. He has done much for thee, thank Him for it, and still go
on, and rest not till thou canst Scty, "Abba, Father." "The time of
love will come." Thou ct1't His son, and He will make it plain in
His own time.
B. V. SeOTT.
3 c 2
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THE TWO WITNESSES TO SONSHIP.

" The Spirit itself beareth witness with OU1' spi1'it, that we are [he'
children of God."-RollIANS viii. 16.
THE Holy Scriptures speak frequently of the "children of God," "the
sons of God," and teach us that such may and do possess assuran<:e of'
the fact of their being such. For example, in the text we are told,
"The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the
children of God."
Yet to speak with confidence on this point is
looked upon by the religious world as presumption. And truly it is
presumption, and worse, to claim to be children of God without full
warrant for so doing from the Word of God; without the testimony
of God Himself, the witness of the Spirit. Alas! that so many rest
satisfied with the idea that they are children of God because they have
been baptized in their infancy, whereas the Scripture evidences of their>
sonship are woefully lacking! The family likeness, "The new man,
which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness," is not.
to be discerned!
The child of God who possesses assurance believes that he is such.
On what is this eonffJence grounded? We have an answer in thetext, "The Spirit Himself (R.Y.) beareth witness with our spirit., that
we are children of God."
Observe (1), there are two witnesses to the sonship of God's people;.
(a) "our spirit," (b) The Spirit Himself, i.e., The Holy Spirit. The first
.witness then is "our spirit." Notice that it is not written, "With our
spirits 11 (in the plural), but" with our spirit." I take this to mean the
new nature which all born of God are partakers of. The Lord said,
"That which is born of the Spirit is spirit." This "spirit" then,
this new nature, or new heart, inwrought in all who are regenerated
by the Holy Spirit, is one witness to us of our being sons of
God j and the other is the Holy Spirit, who co-witnesseth with our
spirit.
(2) But in what way do these bear witness to God's children of
their sonship? I will try and explain by pointing out the analogy
between the natura'! and the spiritual.
A very little child instinctively loves and trusts its parents, looks.
to them for the supply of its necessities, confides in them for safety
from harm, and runs to them for protection from any person or thing
of which it is afraid.
So the new.born child of God. Realizing his sin, danger, and helplessness, he runs for refuge to God in Ohrist. To Him he looks for
pardon, righteousness, and salvation. Through faith in Ohrist he finds.
peace with God. He listens to and trusts in His Word, and thus,
though it may be almost unconsciously, he loves Him who hath shown
such grace and mercy towards him.
But whilst an infant instinctively does what I have described, it only
learns to say, "Father," and to know and understand this relationship,
by degrees. It has not the natural power or the requisite knowledge
to enable it to say, ,. Father," until it is taught. It learns but very
gradually the full import of the name. But as the infant grows into
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the child, and the child into the young man, and is continually the
cSubject of the father's love, care, provision and instruction, and receives
from him a promise of an inheritance, he becomes more and more
established in the fact of his relationship as a son.
Similarly, the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Adoption to God's children,
as we learn from the verse before the text: "Ye have received the
Spirit of Adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father"; and again in
Galatians iv., "And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit
of His Son into your heart~, crying, Abba, Father." By means of the
written Word the Holy Spirit testifies of Christ to the children of God,
and works faith in them, enabling them in due time to say intelligently,
" Our Father." Not, perhaps, for some time, or it may be a long time j
just as a little child cannot at first, but only after a longer or shorter
period, say, "Father." And is it not written, "·Whereby we cry, Abba,
Father" ~ "Abba," at first, like the dear little baby's name for father.
But as we grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ, our cry is, "Father." And how is this accomplished 1 By
the gracious Spirit showing us, through the Word, more and more of the
Father's love to us in Christ (Rom. v. 5). We are "taught of God."
"'vVe learn that we are "reconciled to God by the death of His Son" ;
that all our salvation, preservation, and eternal inheritance is of His
free grace arid gift in and through Christ. "We have received the
Spirit which is of God; that we might know the things which are
freely given to us of God" (1 Cor. ii. 12). We have proved Him to
bJe "Jehovah-Jireh." We have realized His love. We can say, "Behold, God is my salvation." We are assured that "we are Christ's,
and Christ is God's," and that if we are children then are we heirs;
"heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ." Thus each child of God
learns that he is no longer a servant, but a SON.
What a privilege to be brought by grace to realize this relationship
to God! Many in God's family have not yet attained to this assurance.
They are still "babes." Let them "desire the sincere milk of the
Word, that they may grow thereby."
"Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us,
that we should be called the sons of God" (1 John iii. 1).
ROBERT J. NOYES.
REMINISCENCE OF DEAN LAW.
IN the spring of 1888, during a happy visit to some dear Christian
friends in Gloucester, through their kindness I was privileged with an
introduction to dear old Mr. HANSON, whose choice conversation much
interested me. He told me that he was with Dean LAW the last seven
years of his life, sleeping in his room. The Dean, who, of course,
had his servants ever ready to carry out his commands, would say,
" I don't want my valet nor my butler, I want my friend." He would
often write at his dictation, and, indeed, wrote most of the Song of
Solomon for him. His constant prayer was that he might be spared
to see his work on the Ephesians complete ere he was taken. He
would often request Mr. HANsoN to read him SPURGEON'S sermons,
saying, "He is the greatest preacher living."
R.
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THE PORTRAIT.-THE LATE MR. THOMAS SMELT.
THE Ohurch of the living God has lost indeed a valiant champion of
the truth in the person of Mr. THmiAs SMELT, who passed away to
swell the ranks of the Ohurch triumphant on July 23rd. Such a
consistent, honest, out3poken man we rarely meet with in these timeserving days. Last year I had the privilege of conversation with him
on many vital points at issue, and shall never forget his genial remarks.
He dwelt much en the one subject nearest his heart, the solemn,
solemn times we live in, and his belief that a fierce struggle is close
at hand between Papal power and Protestant ascendancy in England.
He looked for the speedy return of our Lord, and believed we are
now in the last days of this dispensation. His views of the doctrines
of grace were singularly clear, and he was a warm lover of all who
preached the full truth. He was an occasional contributor to the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE, but I believe he told me only the initials of his
name were published. 8everal times he sent verses, which the late
dear Editor accepted and published. He repeated some to me. The
portrait he sent was taken several years ago (six or seven) before his
death, and when he sent it he made one of his own characteristic
remarks, which show the humble nature of the man: "With regard
to Dr. DOUDNEY making a copy for his Magazine, I am afraid he
has made choice of a very crooked stick." Dear glorified champiun,
would we had many, many "crooked sticks" like you.
His name will ever be most warmly associated with the cause of
Protestantism, and the endeavou+, to counteract the growth of Romariism
in the Ohurch of England. He was a prominent member of the Church
Association and the Evangelical Protestant Union. So well was he known
that he told me a letter from abroad addressed to Mr. THOMAS SlI'IELT,
London, had been speedily sent to Manchester to him; and I believe,
so great was the feeling of Roman Catholics against him, that members
of the police force begged him at one time not to venture out wit,hout
protection. But he trusted in the Lord his God, who, he said, would
guard him. And so He did, for he went in and out, and was "kept"
to the end. It seems strange (but the ways of God are truly not as
our ways) that when a young man he had almost become a Roman
Catholic, but was saved, humanly speaking, through attending a
course of controversial lectures inaugurated by the late Rev. Canon
STOWELL.
He was singularly gifted, and early in life wrote several successful
plays; and being brought in contact with many men of literature,
was sorely tempted to devote his life to literature. He wrote for
many magazines and papers, and attributed his non-success in business
in early life to giving his mind more to the poetry of literature than
the prose of daily life. Afterwards, however, he was a successful
Manchester merchant. At one time Bishop LEE offered him a literate
degree, and wished to ordain him. He refused, saying he "was not good
enough."
The Bishop replied, "You are the very man I want. I
want men whQ are not good enough, and know it." Mr. SMELT often
regretted afterwards he had not complied, but the Lord had work for
him in other ways. He was continually spreading the Gospel and its
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vital truths, whilst contending earnestly for the faith, on the platform
as well as in conversation.
A portrait and short sketch of his career (from which I have culled
several of the above facts) appeared in the British Protestant for
February, 1890.
He passed away in his seventy-fourth year. Long will his influence
be felt; and oh, how his bright, honest face and outspoken faithful
words will be missed at many gatherings. But he is now living in
the sunshine of the eternal joy of his Lord. Evil no more distresses
him, or dark forebodings for his country and Ohurch. Oonflict is all
over; no more foes or opposition of any kind. His warm, loving
heart is at rest; our loss is his gain.
He has seen His face with
joy, and is abundantly satisfied for ever and ever.
I cannot close this short, imperfect sketch better than with his own
sweet, simple lines on his seventieth birthday, which he so kindly
sent me:LINES ON THE ANNIVERSARY OF MY SEVENTIETH
BIRTHDAY, OCTOBER 11TH, 1889.
My days of pilgrimage are passed,
Just three.score years and ten,
A catalogue of cares and strifes,
Of battlings oft with men.
When I look back upon the way,
A thorny path I see,
And every step I've ta'en has been
A providence to me.
Still, but as yesterday it seems
Life was a summer's joy,
But what a change from youth to
age,
And winter's dreary sky!

And yet with age there comes a
calm,
Like eastern after-glow;
The foretaste of a Father's love,
A Father's love doth show.
And when I look beyond the grave,
Wbat greater joys appear;
The golden gates are open wide,
And welcomes meet my e8.r.
And can it be that grace like this,
For sinner such as I,
Can be revealed to comfort me,
And bless me ere I die?

Yes! thus, Lord, is Thy table spread,
My cup with joy runs o'er;
In the green pastures of Thy love
I'll bask for evermore.

T.S.

And now, to continue the language of the beautiful twenty-third Psalm,
he " dwells in the house of the Lord for ever."
NETTIE.
[In a letter just to hand my son says, "I was talking to our Vicar
about him (speaking of the late Mr. THOMAS SMELT), when a visitor
asked who he was. Our Vicar replied, 'Mr. SMELT was an antiRomanist, anti-Ritualist, and in fact anti-everything that was wrong.'''
"I thought this a noble testimony," he adds.
We are glad to learn from the English Churchman that a large and
influential meeting was held on the 6th of last month in Manchester,
when it was decided to commemorate thfl Protestant work 'of the late
Mr. T. SMELT by equipping a Ohurch Association Van, and sending it
forth in charge of a Ohristian colporteur, with as little delay as possible,
to work in the Oounty Palatine, Mr. SM.ELT'S birthplace.-ED.]
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EVANGELIOAL EXPERIMENTS.
HERE is a prominent one-putting the hand between the bars of a
fire and expecting not to be burned; and this is the sort of thing the
Evangelical clergy are constantly attempting. They receive an appointment to a church where the distinctive doctrines of grace have been
preached, and a plain but spiritual service maintained; but, forsooth,
things must be altered, and Romish and Ritualistic innovations gradually
introduced. To our point, we read of the re-opening of Camden Church,
Camberwell, and the writer informs us that the parishioners of this
chapel recently assembled in strong force at the re-opening of their
historic edifice, after reconstruction upon the most modern lines. The
church made famous by Canon MELVILLE, which has had a longer line
of great Evangelical preachers than any other in London, is now fitted
up in the conventional High Anglican style, with open benches, side
pulpit, choir stalls, and decorations complete. Dr. O'BRIEN-a worthy
successor to Canon MELVILLE, Canon FLEMING, and Archdeacon
RICHARDSON-is found in the pulpit, but he preaches in the sacerdotal
surplice; the choir is still great in music, but it includes no female
voices; it is placed in the highly-decorated chancel instead of in the
west gallery, and the men and boys are clothed in white, while the
chanted Psalms, the "Ancient and :Modern" hymns, the extremely
short sermon, and the weekly offertory, give further evidence of a break
from the" goodly traditions" of the early part of the century.
""VeIl, watching prayerfully and earnestly against such innovations, it
has been a relief to us to join in a gathering of the church and congregation at Derby, on the occasion of giving a cordial welcome to
the newly-appointed Vicar, the Rev. HENRY MARTIN, and his wife,
feeling, as we do, assured that Mr. MARTIN will keep on the good old
lines, without deviation or diversion. At this crowded meeting, after
the inevitable tea, the EDITOR of this Magazine was asked to preside,
and is reported to have said as follows:Dear Christian friends, I rise to address you on this occasion with
mingled feelings of pain and pleasure. Pain, in the consideration of
the loss you have sustained in the removal by death of your late
esteemed pastor, Mr. HOARE j and pleasure, that you have. through the
goodness of God, secured the services of one who will fill up the gap,
we are assured, wisely and well. With regard to your loss, it must
have been a time of great grief to you, as a Church and congregation,
when you heard that, as Mr. HOARE was returning from the Holy
Land, he contracted malarial fever, that he died at an hotel at Milan,
and was buried in the English cemetery of that place. We sympathized deeply with you in that grief.
As to the departed, I am not going to pass any false eulogy upon
his character, and to tell you that Mr. HOARE was a perfect man.
Indeed, there was but one perfect Man ever trod this earth of ours,
namely, the God-rnan Christ .Te.sus. Still, I am sure you who knew him
so well will agree with me that he eminently possessed these three
characteristics-I. He was a Watchman.
2. He was a Wise Man.
3. Be was a Working Man.
1. He was et Wutchman.-Yes, a watchman on the walls of ZioD, whose
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trumpeb gave no uncertain sound; who failed not to declare the whole
counsel of God, whether men would hear or whether they would forbear. And he was a watchman of persons, young and old. I had
personal proof of ,this. When, in the providence of God, I came to
Derby, and before my family joined me, I lived for a time at the
Midland Hotel. The first Sunday found me in Trinity Ch1w·ch. The
pastor must evidently have seen the stranger, and wanted to know
who and what he was. So he soon after sent out his excellent spy,
Mr. ELLIOT (who, I am told, is still in your midst, faithful and true),
to see who this stranger was. I must have given a satisfactory account
of myself, for, from that first Sabbath to the last, when in the providence of God (four years) I had to remove from Derby, I never left
Trinity.
2. He was a Wise jJ1an,. not merely in the truth of God, which he
fearlessly and faithful preached, but as an organiser he was not often
surpassed. The church, the schools, the mission room, and all classes
and meetings, were carried out in decency and in order.
3. He was a Working Man.-lndefatigable. We who were on the
various committees had full proof of this, especially as managers of the
schools. Mr. HOARE, unwearied himself, or all events not showing it,
would keep in till ten o'clock at night poreing over the details of
children's pence; and the things must be done and finished ere he
would say "Good night."
Well, dear friends, he is gone from us. As the door opened in heaven
to him, the voice was heard, "Come up hither," and he entered within the
veil. Yes, the tired tmveller along the dusty road of life has entered his
eternal home. The soldier of the cross has laid aside his weapons of
warfare, and received the conqueror's crown. The Christian mariner has
cleared the waves of trial and care on the ocean of life, and has been
wafted into the haven of rest. Mr. HOARE is gone but he is not forgotten. Nor do we forget his bereaved widow, who, with genial activity,
always spread sunshine around her at Trinity. We follow her with our
prayers in her lonely walk onwards, and commend her and her family
to the care and keeping of her God, who hath promised to be a Father
to the fatherless and a Husband to the widow.
And now having glanced at the past, we come to the present, and
most cordially do we jOil~ in your hearty welcome to your new Vicar,
upon his appointment to Trinity, and to his wife, who, I am sure, will
prove a true helper to him in all his works of faith and labours of love.
I think the appuintment is a matter of sincere congratulation for the
following reasons:1. Because your Vicar comes jmJn a good stock.
I might refer to his
father, who is well known as a man of God and truth, and then to
his uncle, the Rev. JOHN MARTIN, whose name is one of renown in
God's living Church. But the good stock I would more especially refer
to is, that he has been called by God's grace as a poor sinner to the
feet of Jesus, and his ministry wiII not be the ministry of the head,
but of the heart.
2. Another source of congratulation is, the way and manner in
which the appointment has been bought about and completed.
Those
of us who are observing things that are going on in these days in
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connection with the so-called religious world, know fast enough that
both patrons and prelates, carried away by the false spirit of the age,
are shunning men of truth, and are giving church after church into
the hands of the Ritualists, and seldom listening to the appeals of the
Christian laity with regard to their desires in the matter; and the
prevailing principle seems to be with them to study the clergy rather
than the people-a principle which, to my mind, displays that sacerdotalism which is of man and not of God.
The appointment of your new Vicar, in answer to the prayers of
God's people, is a signal exception to this state of things we refer to,
and we thank God and take courage. We have no doubt, in entering
upon his duties, your Vicar feels his weakness and insufficiency, but we
would say to him, as Paul said to the Christians at Philippi, "My
God will supply all your need according to His riches in glory by
Christ Jesus."
And now a few words upon the future: and l}.ere I would venture
Were I a
a few remarks of advice to the Church and Congregation.
young man, I dare not thus venture upon advice, but being one who
has had a lengthened experience of life in its varied aspects, I think
I may do so, as your friend; and my advice I will put in this threefold simplicity, that you may remember it :-1, Don't be Gnshing.
2. Don't be Gadding. 3. Do be Giving.
1. Don't be G-ushing. I have witnessed those who at first have been all
gush with their new minister, and in u few months the water of their
love has all leaked out. This will not do. Don't be gushing. Be equal,
and not given to change.
2. Don't be Gadding. I know some, if they hear that a popular
preacher is coming to another church, away they must go. Itching ears
are a drawback to the manliness of Christianity. And, if I may use an
expression which possibly may not seem to some over polite, but is
certainly very plain and politic, it is this, Stick to Tt'inity !
3. Do be Giving. The world has a truthful aphorism, "It's money
makes the mare to go." The country gentleman could not keep up his
stud of hunters unless he had wealth to back the expense of their keeping.
The same principle holds good for Church work. And one thing I have
observed with regard to giving, namely, some will support the various
organizations at work willingly, but overlook the wants of the poor
parson. A little help here is often very acceptable.
And now, in conclusion, I commend your new Vicar and his wife
and you, as a Church and congregation, to the care and guidance of a
covenant-keeping God, and would say, in the language of the Apostle
Paul to the Corinthians, "Be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour
is not in vain in the Lord."
The Rev. THOMAS DAVIS, of Harbourne, next addressed the meeting,
basing his words on Psalm cxxvi. 6, and exhorted the people to be
faithful to their newly-appointed pastor and he to be faithful to the flock
under his charge, not shunning to declare the whole counsel of God.
The words of this Psalm, he said, were particularly applicable to a
minister of the Gospel. What he sows is often-yea, more often than
not-sown" in tears." Oh, those Saturday nights and Monday mornings!
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"Never once," said the speaker, "during the thirty years of my ministry,
can I say but that I have had a weeping, supplicating, crying unto God
for help and blessing every Saturday night." And what a precious
seed the minister carries, even the YVord of Life! "He shall doubtless
come again, bringing his sheaves with him." The seed has taken root,
sprung up, and yielded, not one sheaf but many sheaves, after the sowing
and the weeping. Such should encourage a minister to go on sowing,
and looking unto the Lord of the harvest to give the increase.
Mr. MARTIN (the Vicar's father) said the step had not been taken
without much prayer, and he trusted that his son's coming amongst
them might prove a blessing; that he might not give forth anything
that savoured of Ritualism or Romanism, but that he might earnestly
contend for the faith once delivered unto the saints.
The Rev. F. A. HOARE (nephew 'of the late Vicar) addressed the
people on behalf of their new minister. He thanked God that the
message of the Gospel would still be heard in their midst, though the
channels through which it might reach them might differ. Young
Joshua could not do Moses' work, nor Moses Joshua's. That his late
dear uncle had done a good and a great work there, could not be
gainsaid. But his work was done. The Lord had need of him, and
in his stead had sent them Mr. MARTIN, for whom he, with the congregation, had prayed that he might be a pastor GO feed the flock;
and now it was but right that they should lift their hearts in praise
and gratitude to the God who had heard and answered. their
petitions.
The Rev. H. MARTIN, in returning thanks for the warm reception
he and his dear wife had received, said his feelings were very mixed.
To follow such a dear saint of God a~ the one who had gone from
them was, for a young man like him, no easy task. It was a very
responsible thing indeed. He did not know their late Vicar, but he
knew his work, and that told him what the man was. He had also
heard a great deal about him. Mr. HOARE and his brother and a
relative of his (Mr. MARTIN'S) were ordained at the same time. He
felt deeply grieved that he had been taken away, for whenever a standard-bearer, and one who had borne the heat of the day, was taken
away, it put more responsibility upon the young one" wli,) were less
capable of carrying on the work. He was exceedingly thankful that
the Lord had called him to that work-not that he was thankful to
leave his dear friends at Southsea, where his labour had seen fruit.
Both his wife and himself were leaving loving hearts and friends-but
he was thankful that God had brought him amongst loving friends
at Derby. He knew that this was so from the welcome accorded that
night. He was sure that God would give them a very happy work
in their midst, and' all he could do now was to pray for that good
result.
Well, going back to our starting point, I do believe we shall have
no Evangelical experiments tried on at Trinity, Derby; that we shall
not have the new Vicar aping "the priest," nor hear of the Communion Table being called "an Altar," and other Ritualistic vagaries,
but that it will remain a place of truth, where hungry souls can gather,
G. C.
to be fed with the bread of eternal life.
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LOVE-SURPRISES.
BY THE LATE EDITOR, DR. DOUDNEY.
I AM often struck with the manner as well as with the homeliness of
the Lord's dealings. He takes a course so directly of Himself, and in
so very different a way to what one had thought of. Take the following for an example. I had pleaded earnestly with Him in the night
season for a word from Himself, for I do love the renewings, the
refreshings, the re-assurance, and it is His home-and.heart-spoken words
that give this. Hence I so often cry, in the wakefulness of the dark
and dreary night, "Speak, Lord, for Thy servant heareth." Well,
upon a recent night I had thus been pleading, but apparently to no
purpose. There was not the semblance of a reply. There was no dew
upon either fleece or floor j so at last I fell asleep without the
favoured word. In a dream, however, which immediately followed, I
thought I saw sundry Scriptures inscribed upon the walls, in the most
glowing and attractive form. As I gazed upon and so greatly admired
them, I exclaimed, "Why, they are the very passages I am so familiar
with and fond of." But, when I awoke, they had all, with the exception of the last, disappeared. It was in vain I strove to recall any,
except one, and that was this, "J.Yo evil shall befall the p , neither shall any
plague come nigh thy dwelling." Although but one passage remained
that I could thus recall to the mind, I cannot express the sweetest
satisfaction rekindled in my heart by that one precious Scripture. It
was a portion the Lord spoke, in the anxiety of the night season, somp,
four or five years ago, ano. from that time to this has furnished a
plea at the mercy-seat times without number.. It has been repeatedly
presented for payment at the Bank of Truth j aye, and as repeatedly
"cashed," too. Blessed be God, it has this charm about it, that the
poor "drawer" not only receiveth cash for the time being, but is
allowed to take "the draft itself" away with him, to be re-presented
when needy seasons and fresh wants recur. However strange this may
appear in regard to "banking matters in general," those who do
business with the Bank of Faith are allowed this special privilege.
There is, likewise, an additional privilege conferred upon all who have
been permitted to open an account with the Bank of .Faith. It is the
poorest, the most needy, and those who have the least to show (much
less to boast of) in a way of deposit, that always meet with the readiest
attention and the most prompt response at this wonderful Bank of
Faith.
Reader, have y01~ ever done any business at this Bank? Writing of
~t, in the panic of 1825, the late DANIEL HERBERT testifies"Sometimes my Banker smiling says,
'Why don't you oftener come,
And, instead of asking a one-pound note,
Why not a larger sum P' "
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Some two or three nights after that of which I have spoken, I was
again in the same" poor and needy" condition; for, whether it specially
applies to my case or not, it is simply a fact, that the more timely and
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sweetly adapted the application or assurance for the time being, the
more acutely it is tested, and the sooner I stand in need of another
word and a. renewed visitation. So that, as a rule, I by no means go
in "the strength of that meat for forty days," ~s the Prophet did, but
I very soon become hungry and thirsty again, and stand in need of
the Angel's touch to "arise and eat," for indeed I find the truth of
His own showing," The journey is too great for me." But, in regard
to the fresh token of Divine favour, it was presented in a totally
different way to that the two or three nights previously. Although
there were the importunate and ardent wrestIings as before, and that
without as yet any reply, at length it came in a dream, and that in
this way: A friend called my attention to a verse in a letter which
read thus" Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take,
The clouds ye so much dread
Are big with mercies, and shall break
In blessings on your head."
I read with astonishment the verse to which my attention had been
drawn, and thought _ how exactly adapted it was to my then and
there state and condition, for my pathway seemed to be wrapped in
obscurity, and I could by no means discover the result of my perplexed
and bewildered course. The verse seemed to indicate that I should
seek to "trust and not be afraid," for "the Lord J ehovah would
indeed be my strength and song, and He also would become my
salvation"; yea, it appeared to say, "Who is among you that feareth
the Lord, that obeyeth the voice of His servant, that walketh in
darkness, and hath no light 1 let him trust in the name of the Lord,
and stay upon his God I> (Isa. l. 10).
%

*

%

*

%

*

I have yet another midnight scene to mention. After one of my
usual wrestlings and ardent importunities, which usher in the night
season, I dreamt I was anxiously occupied in the work that had for so
many years engaged my attention; but, under existing circumstances,
fresh difficulties had presented themselves in the way of accomplishing
the work. Hence, although still under a weight and responsibilitYr
means had suddenly failed, and I was left in the greatest possible
difficulty. I was perfectly at a loss to know how to fulfil my engagements. In this dilemma I awoke with no small measure of thankfulness
to realize that it was but a dream, and that no such engagement or
responsibility rested upon me.
These simple facts set me musing, and I was carried back in thankful
and adoring review, of all the way by which the Lord had led me, in
regard to my Editorial labours. Upwards of fifty-one and a-half years
had passed since my second subject in these pages was, "Faint, yet
pursuing," and now that that lengthened period had passed away, with
all its numberless changes, and incessant and uninterrupted weight,
care, and responsibility, the theme was as real, as vivid, as matter-offact as ever, "Faint, yet p1~rsuing.I> Not one particle more wisdom,
strength, or courage in the creature DOW than fifty-one years and a-half
ago. No, not an atom more of fleshly independence or carnal self-
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sufficiency. In fact, by comparison of the one position with the other,
there was less of the creature to look to or rest upon now than
formerly, because the additional years had, in no small measure and
degree, been attended with exhausted strength, failure of spirits, and
increased infirmities. But, in one important sense, there was, in spite
of the lapse of time, with all its attendant changes, a correspondence;
it was in this particular, that as there was a certain pledge in regard
to the" faint, yet pursuing" condition of the fifty-one and a-half years
.gone by, so may the self~same word stand good, and is as goodyea, more so than ever. Here it is, reader, "He giveth power to the
faint, and to them that have no might [and that is precisely our
position from day to day], He increaseth strength."

THE RECENT CLIFTON CONFERENCE.
THE Clifton Conference is over.
And may we not take up the
language of Scripture, and say, "Surely God has been with us of a
truth " ~ Truly He has been in our midst, the J ehovah-Jireh to provide His people's food, and create their appetite to partake of this
spiritual feast. He has been, too, their J ehovah-Nissi, under whose
banner His ministers have spoken valiantly for the truth.. And was
He not in our midst Himself, our Jehovah-Shalom, whispering peace
among His chosen, so that His children could verily exclaim,
"Jehovah-Shammah !" And with a fresh sense of blood-bought
pardon, soul-uplifting, and grace-renewing, they have claimed Him as
their Jehovah-Tsidkenu! Thirty-one years of rich outpouring at these
conferences, and yet the Fountain is the same. This year's subject,
The Glorious Gospel of the Blessed God, by no means entrenches on
those gone before, nor exhausts the old, old story, ever new, ever
full and fresh for empty sinners. Changes have certainly taken place;
gaps made never to be filled; but, as the dear convener said in his
tew choice, heart-melting words at the commencement, that "whilst
we were missing some familiar faces, may we be enabled to live on
the resurrection side, remembering death does not for ever divide j it
only hides our beloveds until we are called home to them, or Jesus
come." It was a great joy to all that dear Mr. ORMISTON was permitted to preside, and verily I believe praise went up from all hearts
for God's goodness in giving His dear servant strength equal to the
need; whilst prayer also ascended that He might yet hear and answer
their earnest petitions that he would be restored to health and
strength.
The subject was well chosen, and, treated as it was by the
many eminent speakers, was by no means exhausted. God's Word, as
it proves itself to be to His children, is an ever-living, ever-flowing
fountain of delight and food to their hungering, thirsting spirits.
The Rev. NEV1LE SHERBROOKE opened the subject of the first day's
consideration, on The Gospel of the Grace of God, basing his remarks
on the different views of grace in Romans v. 15, 2, 17, 21: Divine
Grace, Welcoming Grace, Abounding Grace, and Reigning Grace.
The Rev. HENRY DENNING reminded us that the grace of God is
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an ever-fruitful tree, the fruit of which was sweet to His children's
taste. He said, there is a weight, power, and glory of grace, and the
preciousness of it all is, grace stoops to us, and that is why we glory
in it, meeting our necessities as undone sinners.
Excellent addresses then followed. The Revs. COLES, H. D. SPARLING,
A. A. ISAAcs, R. J. NOYES, and Pastor FULLER GOOCH, of Norwood,
closed the first day's most precious and profitable teaching.
The Gospel of Salvation, the next day's part of the subject, was
opened by the Rev. G. A. P. ARBUTHNOT, on the past, present, and
future salvation. The past, as finished, God having no afterthought,
but providing a Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. The
present, as liberty, in which the child of God walks, God Garrying on
and performing the work of salvation in and for His children unto the
day of Jesus Christ. The future, for which we look, and wait, and
groan-to wit, the redemption of our bodies, and the glorious appearing
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
The Rev. J. W. DANCE followed on by taking this Gospel of Salvation as glorious in its conceptions, operations, and prospects.
Pastor FULLER GOOCH'S was a most precious discourse on the
individuality of this salvation, basing his remarks on Isaiah xliii. 1, 5.
Individual redemption; individual calling; individual return unto God;
God's individual purpose; individual creation. He brought out much
spiritual teaching on the renderings in the Hebrew of the words
" created," "formed," and" made"; to create meaning literally to bring
out of nothing; form, to constitute or appoint something already made;
and made, to energize; thus giving all the honour to the God of all
grace and the grace of His people's salvation.
The Rev. DRYDEN SMYLIE gave a very choice exposition of Zechariah iii. ; followed by the Rev. T. H. SPARSHOTT, who based his remarks
on Ephesians i. 3.
The Rev. TALBOT GREAVES' address was on The Gospel of the Kingdom,
and right loyally, as a heaven-born subject of the King of kings, did he
place the crown of our salvation on Jesus' head, and show us how the
kingdom is within when Jesus sets up His throne, and takes possession of our heart, there to rule and reign. "Jesus will not be
Saviour and not Sovereign. We cannot divide His offices. He is a
gracious Saviour, but, at the same time, the Anointed King. He
must reign until He has put all enemies under His feet, and then He
who tarries now in mercy will come. We shall see Jesus! This is
our divinest hope and brightest spot in our dark sky, and then our
sorrows will be ended. The dark night of patience ends. The bright
stars shine forth in the midnight sky; but brighter than all will be
the shining of the Sun of Righteousness in all His meridian splendour.
Christ is our glorious Sun, before whom all stars must pale their
light. Take care, beloved, to rally round this Gospel standard, whereunto you have been called as a guard of honour, and to stand up for
the crown rights of King Jesus."
Mr. JAMES WRIGHT'S remarks were mellow and full of Gospel
truth, showing us how our heart and will are brought into loving
subjection by King Jesus as Supreme Lord and Master.
The Rev. F. ELLIS gave a telling address on The King, Kingdom,
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and S1£bjects, showing the true royalty of Jesus when on earth, under
the three words, "I am," "I can," "I must," in all His ability as
Lord, Saviour, King,
General Sir ROBERT PHAYRE gave a faithful address on The
Apostasy,. the Rev. Dr. MILLAR NICHOLSON a few words on The
Defence of the Word of God >' and Colonel MOLESWORTH closed another
year's happy, happy conference, by a few choice remarks; when the.
whole assembly sang together, "God be with you till we meet again."
It is not likely we shall all meet again. Each heart must have
felt that, amid the changing scenes of these lowlands; yet to those
whose lives are hid in Him, what a glorious thought it was that we
shall meet again. If not here, where earthly meetings are sweet
indeed, where kindred spirits blend, and heart to heart find communion, yet we shall meet there, in all the glories of that kingdom,
where we shall know no more parting, but each and all crown the
King of our salvation, and praise Him Lord of all.
R. C.
PASTORAL NOTES.
OFFENCES.
"I NEVER heard anyone speak unkindly of him; everybody likes
him." This is sometimes supposed to be a high recommendation of a
Christian, and especially of a Christian pastor. But is it really so 7
Are not our Lord's words applicable to His servants now, even as they
were in days of old, " Woe be to you when all men speak well of
you"; and, "It must needs be that offences come" 1 A pastor especially
has to deal with a considerable variety of characters, with good and
bad, with the godly and with the ungodly; and if he please all, may
there not be some doubt as to whether he is faithfu11 There are,
probably, some Christians and some Christian pastors who unreasonably
attribute their lack of popularity to this cause, when it has really
nothing to do with it; they are discourteous, or foolish, or vain, and
they imagine that their unpopularity is due to their faithfulness rather
than to their faults. In this they make a great mistake. But, on the
other hand, if a Christian, and especially a Christian pastor, endeavours
to be really faithful, and to do his duty as in the sight of a heartsearching Master, be he ever so courteous, or wise, or humble, he can
scarcely avoid sometimes giving offence, and perhaps arousing bitter
enmity. For example, in administering reproof. " A reproof enters into
a wise man," says Solomon, "more than It hundred stripes into a fooL"
But all are not wise, and to some persons nothing is more disagreeable
or unwelcome than reproof; they hate it, and they regard anyone who
attempts to administer it to them in the light of an enemy.
To reprove is to most persons a very disagreeable task. There may
be some whose disposition naturally inclines them to it; they seem to
consider that they have been born to be correctors of mankind, and
nothing seems to please them better than to be constantly finding
fault; but their number is probably very few. To most persons the
administration of reproof is a task which they would never endeavour
to perform if they did not consider it to be a duty. It is a difficult
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and delicate matter; it requires carefu~ consideration as to time, circumstances, and disposition; and he who undertakes it may well search
his own spirit, question his motives, and see whether there may not
be some "beam in his own eye," before he attempts to remove "the
mote in his brother's eye."
But disagreeable though it be, and difficult though it be, it must be
done sometimes. A faithful pastor dare not omit it, for his commission
distinctly commands him to ,. Reprove. exhort, and rebuke with all longsuffering and patience"-and hence offences arise.
Administering reproof from the pnlpit is-comparatively speakinggenerally an easy matter. A pastor can scarcely single out individuals,
and speak to them directly from the pulpit j and if reproof be given
in general terms, individual hearers may, or may not (independently of
the Holy Spirit's application), apply the reproof to themselves. No
doubt a pastor may frequently have individual cases before him as he
prepares his sermons and as he preaches them, and whilst such case",
perhaps, are very earnestly borne upon his heart at the throne of
grace, and he wrestles with God on their behalf, he cannot help feeli.ng that as he preaches he addresses himself particularly to them.
But as a rule-at least, so far as my experience goes-offence is not
often given in this way, for individual hearers are very slow in applyi.ng reproof thus given to themselves, although, perhaps, they are not
so slow in applying it to their neighbours.
Occasionally hearers make mistakes, and suppose that a reproof is
i.ntended for them when it is not so intended. A memb~r of my congregation said to me one day, "I know perfectly well why you chose
that passage of Scripture the other evening; it was to give a hit at
me." I am not aware that I chose it for any such purpose; but in
some way I had previously displeased him, and so he was on the look
out for something of the kind. His remark led me to examine again
the passage alluded to, in order to see in what respect he could consider it as applicable to himself, and I think that I then saw his
meaning, and that the passage was eminently applicable to him.
Circumstances afterwards proved that it would have been a happy
thing for him, poor man, if he had regarded that reproof as a message,
not from man, but from God, and had humbled himself under it; it
might have shielded him from much subsequent sorrow, and it might
have prevented a grievous falL
But administering reproof in private is a very different matter, and
sometimes it is extremely difficult, Nathan probably found it to be
so when he had to reprove King David, and when he had not merely
to narrate a parable. which the king failed to apply to himself, but
when he had to address him directly, and say, "Thou art the man!"
Oh, what a difficult duty a pastor finds this to be! It must be done,
and he endeavours to do i~ j but it is a most trying duty; and one of
the most trying circumstances connected with it is, that sometimes
the endeavour to perform it appears to do more harm than good.
One of my parishioners was in the habit of giving way to intemperance. He was a well-to-do farmer, a good specimen of a cheery
Englishman, and one who might have been expected to take a rebuke
in good part. He was on friendly ter.ns with me, and I felt that it
3 D
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was my duty to speak to him respecting his besetting sm. Looking
out for a suitable opportunity to speak, I thought that such presented
itself, when, upon calling at his house one day, I found him at home
and alone. Kindly but distinctly I alluded to the subject, and begged
him to remember what the consequences might bC'. The effect was
electrical. If I had spoken to him upon any other subject, he would
have listened with attention, and entered heartily into conversation
upon it; but ere a few words had passed my lips upon this suhjectsuch an all-important subject to him-he sprang to his feet, and
loudly exclaiming, "I won't hear another wurd of this," he strode
out of the room in a passion, banging the donI' behind him. After
that he would not speak to me, 1101' take the slightest notice of me
if he met me, until one day when I happened suddenly to encounter
him at the corner of a stre~t, ami he returned my salute in his
former customary manner, before he had had time, I think, to recognise me. Poor fellow! I never bad another suitable opportunit,y
of speaking to him, nor would it, I fear, have been of any use if I
had. He probably was reminded of my attempted reproof, when, on
a dark winter's night, as he was driving home intoxicated, his dogcart was upset in front of my house, and he came in to ask for
assistance; but he continued his evil habit until he died ;-an awful
death, in delirium tremens, his cries and shouts being heard, not only
all over his house, but at a long distance from it..
Another parishioner was said to be living in open and flagrant sin.
I had no means of ascertaining accurately whether this was really the
case or not; but the statement was so perdistently reiterated by his
neighbours, that I thought that it was right to mention it to him,
advising him to t'tke some steps to contranict it if it were false, and
solemnly reproving him if he acknowledged it to be true. Instead of
being grateflll to me, he was furiouoly angry, and he threatened that
if I ever crossed the threshold of his house again, he would "dash
my head against the wall!" I waited a little time to allow his
anger to cool down, aud then, trus ing in a loving Father's protection,
called upon him again, in spite of his threat. Happily he did not
attempt to carry it out; but I dirl not again allude to the subject
which had enraged him, thinking that one allusion was sufficient.
Giving a warning is some Limes as difficult as a reproof. Upon one
occasion I had reason to fear that a member of my congregation was
in great danger. He occulJied a rather prominent position, and was a
most useful parish helper. I felt that he needed a warning; but how
was that warning to be given ~ If given unwisely, it might do far
more harm than good. I could only ask earnestly for divine guidance,
and then look out for an answer. How gracious our Father is in
answering His children's prayers! Whilst preparing a sermon, the
thought struck me that the subject was one which was applicable to
my hearer's case, and I could not help thinking a good deal of him in
connection with it. But would his attention be arrested by it ~ and, if
so, would he be offended at it, or would he be led to speak to me
about it, and thus the way be opened for the warning which I wished
to give him ~ I prayed that the latter might be the case, and that,
if it were the Lord's will, he might be induced to wait for me after
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the sermon was preached, and speak to me himself about it. The
Sunday came, the sermon was preached; he was present, and seemed
to pay particular attention. Would he wait for me afterwards 7 Yes,
as I came out of the church, there he was standing in the porch; and
he voluntarily accompanied me home, and referred to the subject of
the sermon. We had what I trust was a really profitable conversation
about it, and some earnest prayer together. Not immediately, but
some time afterwards, he broke the bands which surrounded him, and
was freed from his impending danger.
"Am I become your enemy," asked an inspired Apostle, "because I
tell you the truth 7" How many a pastor has had reason to ask the
same question! If he administers reproof or warning, and it is not
received in a right spirit, enmity is aroused, and there is coldness or
unfriendliness, if there be not actual and decided opposition. Any
individual Christian may experience this in some measure, for even, if
he does not reprove directly with his lips, he does it indirectly with
his life, which, if it be consistent, is a continual reproof to the
ungodly; but a pastor probably often experiences it more. The
purposes which he has in view are overlooked, and only the slight
which is supposed to have been given is considered. How few persons
are thankful to have their faults pointed out to them! How very few
wish, with the Psalmist, "Let the righteous smite me friendly, it shall
be a kindness; and let him reprove me, it shall be an excellent oil,
which shall not break my head." This really requires much grace,
and much true humility.
Congregations might do well sometimes to remember this, and sympathize with their pastors, and pray for them in reference to it; and
when coldness or opposition arises, consider what is the cause, and act
accordingly.
And pastors-ought they not to be willing to receive reproof sometimes, and that without being offended 7 They may need it just as
much as some members of their flocks, £01' they are only human, and
they are not without faults and infirmities. They may make mistakes
without even being aware of them, and to have them kindly pointed
out to them may make them glad, not angry. "Faithful are the
wounds of a friend," whereas "the kisses of an enemy are deceitful."
Hastings.
D. A. DOUDNEY.
A BELIEVER'S harvest for present mercies is his seed·time for more.
The more mercies he reaps, the more hopes of future mercies he hath.
God's mercies, when full blown, seed again, and come up thicker.Charnock.
"SUPPOSING Him to be the Gardener," I am quite willing to work
on a barren piece of rock, or tie up an old withered bough, or dig in
worthless soil; for if it only pleases Him, the work is for that one
sole reason profitable to the last degree. It is not mine to question
the wisdom of my task, but to set about it in the name of my Master
and Lord. "Supposing Him to be the Gardener," lifts the ponderous
responsibility of it from me, and my work becomes pleasant and
delight£ul.-Spurgeon.
2n2
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THE RECENT CHURCH CONGRESS.
THE REV. THO:ItIAS DAVIS, Vicar of St. John's parish, Harborne, gives
his parishioners the principal reasons why he has never felt he could
attend the Congress. BecauseFirst. They have never allowed the doctrines of the Christian faith
to be unfolded, expounded, or defended; and though the Church of
England is to-day torn asunder by the introduction of sacerdotalism
on the one hand and infidelity on the other, men who have held and
taught the very highest sacerdotalism, and broached statements utterly
subversive of faith in the Word of God, have found an equal welcome,
yea, oftentimes a more cordial welcome than those who have been
known as defenders of the truth of our Protestant Church as laid down
in our Articles, Homilies, and Prayer Book. In fact, in the early
history of the Congress, men like the late HUGH McNEILE, of Liverpool, and HUGH STUWELL, of Manchester, refused to attend its meetings
because of the pl'esence of men like MACKONOCHIE and other Romanizers
who were invited to speak~ From the days of the Apostles it has
always been the policy of false teachers to obtain recognition at the
hands of the orthodox ministers. St. Paul would not give place to
them, "No, not for an hour" (Gal. ii. 5); and the loving Apostle St.
John, under divine inspiration. has said of such, "Receive him not
into your house, nor bid him God speed, for he that biddeth him God
speed: is partaker of his evil deeds." And the story of St. John carrying
out his own advice in the case of Cerinthus, whom he met in the baths
at Ephesus, is well known to every reader of Church history. The Congresses; therefore, have given position and standing to these "troublers
{)f our Israel," which otherwise they would nevp-r have obtained.
Secondly. I have watched, I hope not unintelligently, the after effect
of the visit of the Congress on the religious life of the cities and
.towns, as of course it affects the Church of England, and it has been
invariably this: Weak Evangelicals-Neo-Evangelicals, as they are often
called-have invariably been led to give up even the feeble stand they
had previously made against the encroachments of the law-breaking
Ritualists. The gown-the preaching dress for three hundred yearshas given place to the surplice; there has been an increase of music,
as well as the introduction of unmeaning ceremonies; there has been
.a closer intimacy between Evangelicals and Ritualists in the interchange
·of pulpits, and the line of demarcation between truth and error, Protestantism and Romanism, has become gradually effaced; all premonitory
symptoms, as medical men would say, of something serious; and now
there are hundreds of churches in connection with Evangelical societies,
whose services one cannot distinguish from those of pronounced
Ritualists.
A third reason is, that I never see in the list of speakers, at least
for many years, and certainly not this year, the names of any who are
decided preachers of the doctrines of grace. Half-and-half men, men
of doubtlul doctrine, men who sow "their vineyards with divers seed,"
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who "wear a garment of divers sorts," who have "in their bags divers
weights," "in their house divers measures" (all scriptural terms), who
mix law and grace, preach a yea-and-nay Gospel, which of course "is
not another" Gospel, who please the world, who feed and nourish the
goats, rob and starve the sheep-to say not,hing of teachers of distinct
error; these are found in large numbers; but men who trace salvation
to electing love, who preach of covenant grace and covenant veritie8,
and who, after all, are the only legitimate ministers of the Ohurch of
England, would neither find place nor welcome either as readers or
speakers.
A fourth, but by no means the last reason, is the encouragement
given to an exhibition of heathen and Babylonish vestments, which,
like the ridiculous minor shows accompanying some travelling menagerie,
proves a great attraction to the young, the giddy, the thoughtless, and
the ignorant, and the wilful bet,rayers of our Protestant Ohurch and
liberties. A Ritualistic layman, in reference to this exhibition, says:
" We have also organized an Ecclesiastical Art Exhibition, to be held
at the same time, and in the same place, in which are shown the
various legal (illegal) ornaments of the Ohurch-the MASS VESTMENTR,
ALTAR FURNITURE, &c., and at different times during the day a simple
lecture is given on their history, use, and symbolical meaning. . . . .
This is the way the use of the vestments spreads." This at least discovers
the object of their display. "0 my soul, come not thou into their
secret; unto their assembly, mine honour, be not thou united"
(Gen. xlix. 6).
APOSTOLIC SUOOESSION-A MISOHIEVOUS FICTION.
THE tap-root of Sacerdotalism, in all its various forms in the Church
of ~ngland, is the mischievous fiction that there has descended, in
unbroken line, from the Apostles of Ohrist certain occult powers of a
spiritual sort, which furnish a caste of men-episcopally ordained-with
superhuman qualifications to absolve their fellow men from their sins,
and to offer to God, in the Oommunion, a propitiatory sacrifice for
human guilt, The Articles of the Reformed Ohurch of England are,
happily, innocent of the slightest approach to this monstrous claim of
the clergy. The origin of the fiction is distinctly Roman. Out away
this ingenious pretension, and the entire fabric of priestism falls to
the ground. It is really astonishing that any sane person can ent,p,r.
tain so utterly groundless a theory; for the records of the New
Testament are perfectly plain and conclusive concerning the commission
which the Lord Jesus gave His Apostles. That commission was merely
ministerial,. absolutely not sacerdotal. Moreover, those holy men so
understood their Divine Master's commands. Vve nowhere in the Acts
of the Apostles find them assuming such superhuman ecclesia~tical
powers as those to which Dr. PUSEY and his Romanizing followers lay
claim, namely, to act as mediators between sinners and the God of
Their simple and final anR\Ver to the anxious sinner's
salvation.
inquiry, "What must I do to be saved 1" was not, "Oome to us,
God's priests, for remission of thy sins," but, "Beliet'e on the Lord
Jesus Ohrist, and thou shalt be saved." They faithfully carried out
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their Divine Master's commission, and fulfilled the functions of Gospel
heralds, ambassadors, and pastors. They were men filled with the
Holy Ghost, who knew that it "pleased God by the foolishness
of preaching to save them that belie'Je." Accordingly they ceased
not to teach and to preach Jesus Chlist and His perfected work of
atonement and redemption. They confessed themselves but "earthen
vessels," and, apart from the all-enabling grace of God, wholly "insufficient" for the momentous ministerial service to which they had
been appointed by Christ in person. In open contrast with the
priestly pretenders of our day, who boast, so proudly of their" Apostolic
~uccession," they refused to be considered "lords over God's heritage."
It is interesting to observe on this last-quoted passage from 1 Peter v. 3,
,that the word in the Greek translated "heritage" is Kl\iipo~ (kleros),
from which comes the English word clergy! Thus, in God's sight, "the
clergy" are His people, all of them, for not mtrely some but all of
them are His "heritage," lot, or portion. The ministers of Christ are
not to "lord" it over God's portion, but as stewards to feed His
blood-purchased flock, and as examples to show forth to them, the
true fruits of the life of faith and obedience. The only sense in which
there can be an "Apostolic Succession" is ina faithful following of
Paul, and Peter, and John, and the rest, as heralds of ",the glorious
Gospel of the blessed God," as witnesses and watchmen-witnesses to
the all-sufficiency of Christ to save to the uttermost those who, come
unto God by Him, and watchmen to warn the believing against the
snares of the world, the infirmities of the flesh, and the soulcdelusion
of Antichrist and his legion in Christendom. May the Holy Ghost
grant a fuller outpouring of these and the like Apostolic gifts through.
out the various Churches in our beloved land, and we shall have less
need to bewail the spread of sacerdotalism, formalism, and infidelity..
J AlliES ORMISTON.
A ROMAN PRIEST CONVERTED.
[God be praised for the following case given us in the P1'otestant
Churchman.-ED.]
THE REV. RICHARD HOBSON, vicar of St. Nathaniel's, ,Liverpool, who
trains the missionaries of the Protestant Reformation Society, has
lately preached a sermon in reply to Cardinal VAUGHAN, bearing
upon the "Re-Consecration of England to the Virgin Mary and
St. Peter." He took for his text, "Thou art Peter, and on this
rock I will build My Church."
It so happened that Father
CANTWELL, a Roman Catholic priest, had been Eent to Liverpool
upon a special mission. On hearing about the sermon he waited
upon Mr. HOBsoN, and, after some conversation, intimated his
intention of attending St. N athaniel's Church on the occasion. He
did so, as now understood, with the object of refuting Mr. HOBSON's
position. The whole circumstances are illustrative of the truism that
while" Man proposes, God disposes." Father CANTWELL again waited
npon Mr. HOBSON, and has now sent in his resignation, and severed
his connection with the Church of Rome.
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"THIS MAN REOEIVETH SINNERS."

if

BY :MRS. HENRY DENING, FORMERLY J'lHSS GERALDINE HOOPER.

[The following narative is authentic. I have writen it at the suggestion of many
friends, and trust that the Lord will use it to the conversion of soul. and the
praise of His name. I have not embellished the simple tale. It speaks for
itself. And may it speak to each heart, for Jesus' sake.]

IN a lovely and fashionable city in one uf the western counties resided
a gentleman, his wife, and an only daughter. The latter, at the early
age of sixteen years, entered into the midst of worldly society; balls,
SOil ees, theatres, opera~, formed her nightly occupation, and during the
day-time, novel reading and ., morning calls" occupied the remainder
of her time. It pleased the Lord, in His infinite wisdom and love,
however, at the close of her first year's entree into the bean monde, to
choose Henrietta H-- in the furnace of affliction. A.n idol t which
she had long enshrined in her heart's warmest affection, was suddenly
shivered just at the moment when she thought she held it firmly in
her grasp. To her young heart the trial was a crushing onE'. Beneath
it she mourned, murmured, alld repined; the sorrow told its tale upon
a fragile form and delicate constitution. SUfYpressed gri~f-for she was
too proud to manifest it outwardly~occasioned the rupture of a small
blood vessel, and it was then deemed advisable that she should be sent
abroad to recruit her shattered health.
Accompanied by her father, she reached Oalais, and proceeded from
thence to a very pretty and healthy spot about nine miles from Oalais.
There her father left her, in the midst of kind friends, and it was
there she first thought of eternity. Weary, worn, and sad, she yearned
for rest; she had lost a prize, and in her heart was an aching void,
which only the One whom she knew not could have filled.
Henrietta, however, determined to become religious; the world had
ceased to woo her, its pleasures to charm her, and now nothing
remained for her but to make herself a Ohristian-and this she trie!
her best to accomplish. The Bible was read night and morning, pr 'yers
were said; yes, even delicate though she was, she would often rise at
three o'clock in the morning, and res.rt to the garden, in the month
of December, thinking that prayers said at such a cost woul,i surely gain
her admittance into heaven. Thus passed six month~, and at the end of
that period she returned t,) her own home, chastened and sad, with a
yearning after something she posse,sed not-O,mver-ion!
Truly she could inscribe upon all her best efforts to obtain peace,
" Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst again." But the Lord
had purposes of mercy towards her, and the time was fast approaching
when He should speak JiFe to her dead soul.
. One Sund<tY evening she was led to go and hear an excellent minister
of the Lord Jesus Ohrist, whom she had heard when she was quite a
'" This precious narrative from real life ha. so melted my soul (,hat I have
ventured to ask Mr. JUHN l{ENSIT, Editor of the ChLwchrnan's 11}, gnmt, to allow
me to rtproduce it for the benefit of our readers. He has cOLsented to my wish
most kindly. I must say that I read it in tertrs -ED.
t Th<l idol was a lady who first introdllCed Henrietta H - into the flLshionable
Yiorld. and to whom she was deeply attached,
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child, and who then made a great impression upon her young heart.
She went, and, the prayers over, the minister ascended his pulpit and
gave out his text, "To die is gain." Burning with zeal for souls, the
man of God portrayed in vivid colour.s those to whom to die would
riot be gain. After enumerating many cases, he depicted the proud
Pharisees, trusting to their own wurk; aud righteousness, and then
concluded by showing the character of those to whom "to die i.s
gain."
Henrietta 1i~tellerl in rapt attention; tears, scalding tears, coursed
down her cheek~. She had often wished to die, hut now she felt that
to her, proud Pharisee as she was, to die would not be gain. The
service concluded, she recllrned to her home in an agony of soul; an
was one mighty chaos within, and not a ray of sunshine shed its
beams on that convicted heart; truly it was "a darkness that might
be felt." The week passed in wretchedness and misery; all her fanci, d
righteousness had been torn to shreds; she could not read, she could
not pray, and she knew not the simple pbn of salvation.
Another Sabbath dawned, and in the evening of it she agaill
attended the same church. The same minister proclaimed the Gospel.
and this time his text waQ , "Behold, he cometh with clouds, and every
eye shall see Him." The arrow of conviccion entered more deeply
into her soul. If to die would not be gain, the Lord's second advent,
would be worse to her still. How could she meet Him ~
She retul ned home. "The night of weeping" was continuing, bu~
ere long, the morning of joy should break forth.
A friend remarked to her, that if she were seen wepping so much ill,
chnrch, the people would think she was a great sinnM'.
Her reply· was prompt. "They will not think me a greater sinner
than I think myself." Another Sunday came its rounn, and she started
in the evening to the same place of worship, remarking to a servant
who accompanied her, "Unless I get some comfort to-night, I do not
think I dare go again: it. is too much for my mental frame." Entering
the church, she saw the Cummunion Table spread for the commemorati;Jn of the Lord's Supper. In her own breast, she resolved she would
not stay to it.
The prayers she hardly heard. She craved for somt7
word which should afford her one gleam of light and hope.
With trembling eagerness she listened for the text. It was announced.
'This Man receiveth sinnels." 0 joyous newt;! Was it true ~ Then
she might come. Was it true ~ Then she might be saved ! Was ic
true ~ Then she would be received! Sbe heard no more-she wanted
nothing more-the burden was gone-the darkness was past-the void
was filled; and peace, such as the world giveth not, hushed the
troubled waters of her f\oul to rest. She did not turn away from the
Table of the Lord, for now that the blood was applied to the lintel of
her heart., she might eat the Lamb by faith.
I cannot conclude this narrative without one remark more concerning Henrietta. She was save i-saved from all eternity, saved for all
eternity; and now her earnest desire was that she might, in the Lord's
hands, be inf\trumental in saving others. She had worked in vain fOI'
salvation, now she would work from salvation. That week she sought
guidance fro~ the Lord, and was led to go down one of the most
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wretched streets in the city alluded to. When she reached the end of it,
a miserable woman rushed up to her, and said, "Be you a district
visitor ~" "I am anything you like to call me," she replied. " Well,
then, do come here j my poor man is in a terrible state; he wants
someone to read and pray with him!" The young lady followed the
poor creature up a dark staircase, and as she entered a dirty room,
s~e heard a man's voice, saying, "Have you brought him ~" "No, I
am't; but I have sum'u,n quite as good as a minister."
Miss H-.approached the dying man, and said, "You want something. ·What IS
it ~., "MeTCy," was the reply.
Sweetly fell the words on a heart prepared by the Holy Spirit f~r
the reception of the truth: "This Man Teceiveth sinneTs." "Where IS
that ~" eagerly asked the dying recipient. cc In God's Word;" an.fl
then she gently told him the story of her own conversion. ,. Say It
again," was his earnest request; "read me all about it." For many
weeks .,he visited him daily; and when his last moments drew nigh,
he said to her who had ministered the Word of Life to him, "One
high wall" (meaning d~ath) "and I shall be in glory. Bless you for
coming to see me. 'This i11an Teceiveth sinneTs.' "
Henrietta H-- still Jives, a monument of grace, and often has the
recital of her conversion been used by the Lord to awaken others.
Dear re der, in conclusion, I would ask you, What do you know
experimentally of the new birth 1 You may be outwardly-as the
subject of this narrative was before her conver:sion-punctual in
the o1:lservance of your religious duties. You may admire the preach~r,.
listen to the Gospel, and have a name to live, whilst you are III
reality "dead in trespasses and sins." To die will not be gain if you
are not united to Cnrist by living faith. His second advent will not
be gain, unless you are clothed in His righteousness and washed in His
blood. Are you eonSciotH of your guilt-of your iniquity 1 Has the
Holy Spirit shown you the phgue of your own hpart 1 Are tears of
godly sorrow streaming from your eyes 1 Have you been enabled to
renounce your own good works, and feel that the only title you can
claim i~, "A sinner" 1 Then be of good cheer, "This M,m recei veth
sinners," and will receive you. No matter what your past life h~s
been-its blots, its blurs, its iniquities-if you are longing to be rId
of the burden, and if, with true contrition, you are led to seek Jeans
-throughout time and eternity you shall have reason to rejoice in the
glorious tidings that" This Man receiveth sinners."

How Christians, who really estimate the salvation of their souls to
be of supreme importance, can be satisfied with Arminian uncertainty
in preference to certain' y, with contingency rather than infallibility.
and mystification rather than clearness, is a mystery to the acripturally
educated, whose sole reliance by faith is on the efficiency of Christ's
atonement, and the adequacy of the ransomed price He fully paid for
the redemption of His Church. The Divine nature of the adorable
Lord Jesus imparted an infiuite value to the acts of His humanity, as
the Surety and Substitute of His redeemed, else what would become
of any of us 1
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OHRIST OUR WISDOM.
(1

CORINTHIANS

i. 30.)

A PAPER READ AT A MEETING OF THE LAY AND CLERICAL ASSOCIATION,
CLIFTON.

OUR subject this evening, which I have been asked to open, i3, "In
what sense is the Lord Jesus Ohrist our Wisdom, Righteousness,
Sanctification, and Redemption ~" as set forth in 1 Oorinthians i. 30,
which runs as follows: "But of Him are ye in Ohrist Jesus, who of
God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification,
and redemption." It is a large subject. I will endeavour to treat it
as concisely as possible. The Apostle is evidently speaking in the
whole context of the ministry of the Gospel. He speaks, as I
take it, in the immediate context, of the kind of instrumentality it
pleased God to employ; not such as we should have supposed He
would have employed-the wise men of the world, the mighty, the
noble-but, on the contrary, "God hath chosen the foolish things of
the world tr) confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak
things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; and
base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God
chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that
are." You will observe that it is of the imtruments God is pleased
to use to call His people, rather than of those whom He has callerl, that I
suppose He speaks of in the twenty-sixth verse. I know the words are
more often interpreted in the latter sense, but the former seems to
better accord with the two next verses, and had the support of the
acute and logical mind of the late Archbishop WHATELY. Ad'lpting
this exposition, instead of the words in italics supplied by thtl
Authorised and Revised Versions, we must supply, "PVere your callers,"
or some equivalent expression. The Apostle, tLen, is speaking of the
weaknelss of the instrumentality which the Lord employerl, and he
lays down this principle as the reason, "That no flesh should glory
in His presence."
These words, with which the passage for our consideration is fenced round, seem to be the keynote to its right inter.
pretation. "See" (says Paul) "what sort of instruments God has
chosen to preach to you the Gospel, by which you have been' called
to be saints' (vel'. 1). 'Let no m"n glory in men' (chap. iii. 21).
God in His wisdom has so ordered this, 'That no flesh should glory
in His presence.' ';But of Him '-not of your ministers, concerning
whom some of you are saying, 'I am of Panl,' and others, 'I of
ApoHos,' and others, 'I of Uephas: 'for we (he tells them, chap. iii. 9)
are God's fellow-workers; ye are God's husbandry, God's building ' 'But of Him' (E~ cl.U'Tou)-of His purpose and grace-of Him, as the
Source and efficient Oause of your present standing before Him-' Of
Him are ye in Ohrist Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and
righteousness, and sanctification and redemption: that (Iv..) according
as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord.'''
Now, the true Ohristian is one who is "in Ohrist."
The Apostle
Paul so frequently insists and enlarges upon this, that the words, "In
Christ," have been called his motto. We have only to carefully read
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the first portion of his letter" to the saints which are at Ephesus, and
to the faithful in Christ Jesus," in illustration of this. This standing
of the children of God is by grace, for, to the faithful in Christ Jesus
Paul writes, "We were by nature the children of wrath, even as
others." All men are bv nature in Adam their federal head. In him
they sinned and fell, and so from him inherit sin, ruin, death, as we
read in Romans v. 12 (R. Y), "Therefore, as through one man sin
entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death passed
unto all men, for that all have sinned" ; that is, evidently, sinned in him
their representative and covenant head. But the children of God are
in Christ, according to the eternal purpose and sovereign grace of
Jehovah, as we read in 2 Timothy i. 9: "Who hath eaved us, and called
us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to
His own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus, before
the world began." Man was created in the image of God, but by
reason of his sin became, spiritually, a wreck. When a man is called
by grace, according to the effectual working of the Holy Spirit, he is
a new creature. "If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature." (Let
us not forget that a "creature" is a created being.) He is "Created
in Christ Jesus" (Eph. ii. 10).
Indwelt by the Spirit-for, "Ye are not in the flesh, but in the
Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any
man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His "-indwelt, I·
say, by the Spirit, he has a vital union with the Lord Jesus Christ,
for "He that is joined to the Lord is one spirit," and by faith
wrought in him by the same Spirit he realizes experimentally this
mystical union. So that the believ~r who has been so taught by the
Spirit of God that he has an intelligent grasp of the truth, realizes
that he has all that his guilty, sin-stricken, soul needs in Christ.
For, indeed, "The God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ hath
blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ."
In Him we were "Chosen before the foundation of the world"; in
Him, "Predestina'ed unto the adoption of children. . . . in whom we
have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins" ; and, in short,
in Him we are complete. With mind and heart full of these precious
things, doubtles~, the Apostle wrote, under the divine guidance of the
Holy Ghost, "Of Him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made
unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption."
The words may be more literally translated, "Of Him are ye in
Christ Jesus, who was made unto us wisdom from God" (bp ~"y,v7j87J
7,fl'V 0'01""" ho 8eou).

Nuw the Lord Jesus Christ is called emphatically (verse 24), "The
wisdom of God," and this is a m..in poiut in the argument at the
opening of this Epistle. The words" wisdom" and" wise" are employed
some twenty times in the first two chapters. The Apostle declares that,
"After that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God,
it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe"
(verse 21). The Greeks, who sought after wisdom, looked upon the
preaching of Christ crucified as "foolishness." But some of them were
.called by grace, and then they found it to be "the wisdom of God."
For, indeed, the Christ of God is that Wisdom which was" set up from
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everlasting." In the eternal Word was hidden all that Jehovah Three-in
One would have His people to know of Himself in time, and throughout
eternity. "No man hath seen God at a,ny time; the only begotten Son
" It
which is in the bosom of the Father, He hath declared Him."
pleased the Father that in Him should all fulness dwell"; and, "In Him
are hid all the treasures of wisdom and kllowledge." The Christian
man is " wise in Christ." Though formerly a fool, having now" learned
Christ and been taught by Him as the truth is in Jesus," he is made
"wise unto salvation through faith wbich is in Christ Jesus." For, as
an infant knows not the meaning of a word, nor can lisp the same, until
he has been taught, so the Apostles, as we learn from the next chapter
to that before us, could not know the things of God, much less speak
them, until God revealed them unto them by His Spirit. But when
instructed by the Spirit of Wisdom they spake "the wisdom of God in a
mystery, even the hidden wisdom which God ordained before the world
unto our glory." And as the Apostles, so all the children of God are
foolish, ignorant, blind, yea, "darkness" itself, until illumined by the
Spirit of God, through the instrumentality of the Word of truth, to
know God in Christ. ., For this is life eternal" (said the Lord), "that they
might know Thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom Thou hast
sent."
How insignificant is all mere worldly wisdom compared with
this! For what is the wisdom of the wisest man of the world without
God 1 Is it not merely a little acquaintance with some of the works and
laws of God by use of mental powers and other gifts which God hath
bestowed, whilst God Himself is unknown ~ Such knowledge cannot bring
peace, rest, and bliss to the soul. It perisheth. "Whether there be
knowledge" (saiththe Apostle), "it shall vanish away." The eternal
power and Godhead of Jehovah may be "understood by the things that
are made," but that is all, and that knowledge cannot bring peace and
happiness to the guilty sons of Adam. But to know God in Christ is
etefllal life. It is a knowledge which unlocks the mysteries of our
existence (though now, indeed, "we know" but "in part "), and it
brings pardon to the guilty, peace to distressed consciences, and hope of
etefllal life. It is a knowledge which will go on increasing throughout
the never-ending ages of etpfllity, for it is a learning of "the un search.
able riches of Christ." "Riches and honour are with Me" (saith Incarnate Wisdom), "yea, durable riches and righteousness."
And this brings me to the second point in our text, "And
Righteousness."
Not only hath the Lord Jesus Christ been made unto His people
wisdom, but also-inasmuch as they are by nature sinful and depraved
-He hath been made unto them righteousness, and sanctification, and
redemption. The Apostle seems to brt'ak off from his subject, wisdom,
to say, "And righteousness, and also sanctification and redemption."
Man by nature is unrighteous. "There is none righteous, 110, not
one." His nature is sinful; his name is sinner. He is a transgressor
of the law, and as such is guilty before God. It is impossible therefore that he can be justified-that is, declared righteous in the sight
of God-by righteous deeds. He cannot perform them. The holy
law convicts him of sin at every turn. "By the law is the knowledge
of sin."
How then can he stand before God ~ Not in his own
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righteousness, but in the righteousness of another; even in the
righteousness which God hath provided, God hath wrought out, and
God hath accepted Ior the justification of His people-the righteous
obedience of the Lord Jesus Christ, who is "Jehovah Tsidkenu " (The
Lord our Righteousness). His vicarious life of spotless obedience
wrought out His people's righteousness, and thus "Christ is the end
of the law for righteousness to everyone that believeth." "Of Him
are ye in Christ J eSU8, who of God is made unto us righteousness,"
and we are made "The righteousness of God in Him."
"And Sanctification." The sanctification here spoken of is, doubtless,
that sanctification which is perfect and in Christ, not that which is
the result, of the Holy Spirit's work within, which is incomplete in
this life, and which cannot justify a sinner. The latter sanctification
invariably accompanies the former, but it is of the former the Apostle
speaks in this place. We learn from the second verse of the chapter
that the Apostle wrote "To them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus."
And in chapter vi. 11, he writes, "And such were some of you: but
ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified, in the name
of the Lord Jesus" (mark, "In the name of the Lord Jesus"), "and
by the Spirit oI our God."
This sanctification is that consecration or separation to God which
the people of God have in the Lord Jesus Ohrist, by reason of their
union with Him. They are separated to be members of His mystical
Body, "A people for God's own possession." This sanctification is
part of their standing before God in the Person of their great Head
and Representative, the Lord Jesus Christ. 'We have a beautiful type
of it when the high priest went into the most holy place on the
great day of atonement. He went there as the type of our great
High Priest, our Representative before the throne; and when he went
there, he bore the names of the children of Israel upon his breast,
and "Holiness to the Lord" was inscribed upon his brow.
In further proof of this view, we read in Hebrews ii. 11, "For both
He that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of one;" and
again in Hebrews xiii. 12, " Jesus also, that He might sanctify the
people with His own blood, suffered without the gate."
A modern writer says: "The justification and the sanctification treated
of in 1 Corinthians i. 30, render the believer both accepted and
acceptable in the presence of God. The one saves him from the mass
of the guilty, the other from the pit of pollution. The one, causing
HS to be regarded as righteous, takes from us the curse and wrath of
God; the other exalts us into the family, and takes us into the very
arms of God. The one regards our guilt, the other our degradation.
Christ's righteousness satisfies the law, as we are to be judged and
justified by it; Christ, as Sanctification, satisfies the law, as it demands
perfect love in our life-as we are to walk by it." Although not the
subject here, yet, as I said before, the man who is completely sanctified
in Christ is also sanctified by the Spirit. "For of Christ's fulness
have all we received, and grace for grace "-xapw av.,., xap,.,.op-which I
would translate, "Grace in correspondence with grace ",-that is, in Him.
Is, therefore, Christ made unto us Wisdom ~-the "new man is renewed in knowledge after the image of Him that created him," Is
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He made unto us Righteousness and Sanctification ~ - the new man
"after God hath been created in righteousness and holiness of truth."
Finally, Christ has been made unto us "Redemption." The redemption of the Church is in Christ. The Church of Christ was His
property in eternal times, "Chosen in Him before the foundation of
the world." "This is the Father's will which hath sent Me" (said the
Redeemer), "that of all which He hath given Me I should lose nnthing,
but sbould raise it up again at the last day." By reason of the fall,
Christ's property became alienated for a season. But Ohrist came to
redeem. "He gave His life a ransom for many." He purchased the
Church with His own blood. We are "bought with a price." Our
redemption is in Him: "In whom we have redemption through His
blood, the forgiveness of sins." For," When the fulness of the time
was come, God sent forth His Son, made of a woman, made under
the law, to redeem them that were under the law, that we might
receive the adoption of sons." And redempt.ion has yet to be consummated, and therefore, perhaps, it is mentioned last. Every son for
whom the ransom has been paid must be brought to glory. "He'
shall see of the travail of His soul, and shall be satisfied," in that
"day of redemption," when, with souls and bodies redeemed, "the
redemption of the purchased possession" shall be complete.
Thus my salvation is in Ch1'ist, who "of God is made unto me
wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption." It is
by Christ's merits; not Christ's merits plus my repentance, or faith, or
obedience; nor Christ's merits added to all these together, but Christ's
merits alone. "Christ is all and in all"; "That, according as it is
written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord."
And shall we not ascribe all the glory to Him, as we see more and
more, in the Divine light, our own foolishness, unrighteousness, and
pollution, our lost and ruined condition by the fall ~ Yes, most assuredly,
for His right it is, "Who loved us, and washed us from our sins in
His own blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto God and His
Father." ThereforEl," To Him be glory and dominion for ever and
ever." Amen.
R. J. N.
GAZING VPON CHRIsT.-The glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ
yields us heaven below, and it will be to us the heaven of heaven
above. But seeing does not end it. We are to be changed into that
which we gaze upon. Faith sees God with a transforming look. The
heart receives the image of Jesus into its own depths, till the
character of Jesus is imprinted on the soul (Psalm xvii. 15).-C. H.

Spurgeon.
EVERYTHING tends to its place; there is its safety, there is its rest,
there it is preserved, there it is quiet.
Now, this is so with every
creature, why should it not be so with us ~ Why should we not be
for our home ~ This is not our home; here is not our rest. There
is our home, where our chief friends be, where our Father God is,
where our Husband Christ is, where our chief kindred and acquaintance
be, where all the Prophets, and Apostles, and martyrs of God departed
are,-that is our home, and thither should we go.-Sibbes.
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GEM3 FROM SPURGEON.
earthly joys ebb out, it is a blessed thing if they make room
for memories of heavenly visitations and gracious assurances.
Here are two persons; but how different in degree! Here we have
"me," a good-for-nothing creature, apt to forget my Lord, and to live
as if there were no God; yet He has not ignored nor neglected me.
There is the High and Holy Une, whom the heaven of heavens cannot
contain, and He has appeared unto me! Between me and the great
J ehovah there have been communications; the solitary silences have
been broken. "The Lord hath appeared"; hath appeared "unto me."
I care not who questions it, for the results of His gracious visits are
in my nature and in my life.
How sweet it is, beloved, to roll up the years gone by, and put
them away with this label, "Days of the loving-kindness of the
Lord" !
What a wonderful word is that "loving-kindness "-" loving ""kindness "-two of the choicest Koh-i-noors set side by side! Kindness is kinnedness, and the Lord Jesus treats us as His kith and kin;
and this He does in the most loving manner. "With loving-kindness
have I drawn thee." He might have whipped me to Himself. He
might have dragged me to the city of refuge. He might have
threatened me into reppntance. He might have thundered me into
submission; but no, "With loving-kindness have I drawn thee."
Wide is the circumference of mercy, but the chosen dwell in the
innermost circle of His love.
You need not stagger at the promise through unbelief, but reckon
that He who has promised is able a.lso to perform. God's power will
keep God's promise. It is not your weakness that can defeat God's
promise, nor your strength that can fulfil the promise. He that spoke
the word will Himself make it good. It is neither your business nor
mine to keep God's promises. It is His office, not ours. The power
of the promise lies in Him who made that promise.
Because He has already been our help, we feel confidence in Him
for the present and future. Our pmye1' is, "Lord, be Thou my Helper" ;
our experience is, "The Spirit also helpeth our infirmities"; our expectation is, "I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, whence cometh my
help"; and our song shall soon be, "Thou, Lord, hast holpen ma."
It would be woe indeed to us if Jehovah could fail us; but as this
can never be, the winds of disquietude are laid to sleep in the caverns
of divine faithfulness.
God encourages us to pray. They tell us that prayer is a pious
exercise which has no influence except upon the mind engaged in it.
We know better; our experience gives the lie a thousand times over
to this infidel assertion. J ehovah, the living God, distinctly promises
to answer the prayer of His servant. Let us call upon Him again,
and admit no doubt upon the question of His answering us. "He that
made the ear, shall He not hear 1" He that gave parents a love to
their children, will He not listen to ,the cries of His own sons and
daughters 1
It seems that Jehovah's way is to lower those whom He means to
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raise, and to strip those whom He intends to clothe. If it is His way.
it is the wisest and best way. If I am now enduring the bringing low,
I may well rejoice, because I see in it the preface to the lifting up.
The more we are humbled by grace, the more we shall be exalted
in glory. That impoverishment which will be overruled for our enrichment is to be welcomed.
Our confidence is, that when the Lord makes our trials six, six they
will be, and no more. It may be that we have no rest day, for seven
troubles come upon us. What then 1 "In seven there shall no evil
touch thee."
Come, my heart, cheer up! In a little while I shall be as glad as
I am now gloomy. .Tesus tells me that by a heavenly alchymy my
sorruw shall be turned into joy. I do not see how it is to be, but I
believe it" and I begin to sing by way of anticipation.
By holy fellowship, we must be with him in His humiliation, rejection,
and travail, and then we shall be with Him in His glory.
o my Lord, if I am to be for ever with Thee, I have a destiny incomparable.
.
Grief for sin and love to Jesus will endure through life; there will
never come a time when we shall refuse to bathe with tears the pierced
feet and kiss them with warmest love.
To the Lord's mourner~, godly sorrow is so essentially a part of
themselves, that they grow while they mourn, and even grow by
mourning. A man never becomes better till he is weary of being
imperfect.
"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY 1"
" The iron did swim."-2 KINGS vi. 1-7.
THERE seems to be dispensational truth here, a foreshadowing of
Gospel days. Elijah, true type of our ascended Lord, being taken up,
a double portion of his spirit rested upon Elisha, the loving disciple
who saw him go into heaven; the analogy is striking with Acts i.
.and ii. Now comes a revival of true religion amongst the sons of
the prophets, who had been minished and scattered by the cruelty of
Jezebel and Ahab.
They come to him who has the fulness of the
Spirit, and say, "The place is too strait for us" (Isa xlix. 19-a
prophecy of Gospel days), and desire to "enlarge the place of thy
tent" (Isa. liv. 2). They seek direction from the chief of the prophets,
as we in these days should do from" that Prophet," Christ Jesus
our Lord. "And he said unto them, Go ye." Precisely the words
of our Master's last commission for the preaching of His Gospel in
all nations (Mat. xxviii. 18). But, sensible of their weakness, " One said,
Be content, I pray thee, and go with thy servants. And he said, I will
go"; just as He added, "Lo, I am with you alway."
These "Labourers together with God, God's building" (1 Cor. iii. 9),
must learn yet further their own impotence. They go to Jordan, the
place we associate with death, for it is amongst the "dead in trespasses and sins" God's builders have to labour, "And cut down each
a beam." Indeed, cutting dawn the trees of the Lord's right-hand
planting is the first work of the ministry, in order to their being
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"Builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit" ; and
Elisha represents the dispensation of the Spirit. "As one of them was
felling a beam, the axe head fell into the water, and he cried and said,
Alas, master! for it was borrowed." He who does 'God's work with
borrowed tools, preaching with borrowed ideas, "Another man's line of
things made ready to our hand" (2 Cor. x. 16), will probably find the
work labour lost; for it is a dishonour to the Spirit, promised to be
given "in that same hour," to teach "what ye ought to say," and
may come under the charge of, "The wicked borroweth, and payeth
not again."
The sons of the prophets are here taught also an object lesson-that
they are without power to lift the lost soul out of the element in
which it is sunk, so uncongenial to life and godliness. So also everyone
who is "alive unto God >, must realize their inability to rescue the
perishing, and restore the lost, about whom they are solicitous, seeing
them sunk in an element of sin, worldly cares or pleasure, and often
of intemperance, as impossible for them to reach as this heavy iron in
the bed of Jordan.
"Buried in sorrow and in sin,
At hell's dark door we lay;
But we arise by grace divine,
To see a glorious day."

It is a good thing to cry to the Master as this man did. " Call
no man master upon earth, for one is your Master, even Christ" j and
from the Revised Version we catcb, 11 Rabboni," for it is there. "My
Master!" "Alas! woe is me! " is the suitable expression of sin, mistakes,
sorrow, and wretchedness, unable to restore, wrung out of the troubled
spirit to the Master. "He will be very gracious unto thee at the
voice of thy cry."
We must show Him the place of loss, defeat, and deathliness
(John xi. 34), and He will show us the only remedy, the only power
to lift out the lost. The rod of the stem of J esse, a branch out of
his root, "As a root out of a dry ground" ; a stick despised of men,
" Cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of My
That is, the preaching of
people was He stricken" (Isa. liii. 8).
the cross of Christ, foolishness to them that perish, is "the power of
God unto salvation," when cast into the place where the lost one lies
-as the wood, with a magnetic attraction upon the iron, " contrary
to nature," had power to draw it up to itself. 11 I, if I be lifted up
from the earth, will draw all men unto Me" j as also John iii. 14, 15.
And not only is this the power to raise the dead, the lost, but a
greater impossibility-" possible with God "-cause "the iron to swim,"
as a man or a fish, a living creature; able now to go against the opposing,
deatWy element, to swim against the current, living now in "living
water." " Whatsoever passeth through the paths of the sea" hath life
The iron must be attracted by the wood, and there is no attraction for
the lost, the dead soul, like the preaching of Christ crucified. The
miracle wrought by such preaching "in the power of the Spirit" is here.
And then the anxious son of the prophets is bid to "Take it up to thee.
And he put out his hand and took it." Ob, the joy of the hand of
fellowship, grasping the lost when recovered! It is set forth in Luke xv.
3 E
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as the woman's joy over the lost piece of silver, the Church of Christ,
in ind~vidual members of it, recovering the lost. They taste this joy
and thIs sweet fellowship who are permitted, in the power of the Divine
Spirit and felt insufficiency, to bring the glad tidings of the Gospel
where the lost are to be found. Have we sometimes heard or talKed
of "a stick in the pulpit" 1 Let u:; not forget) it may be " the wisdom
of God" thus to save souls.
As this whole view of the subject came into mind while asking
to be taught about it, in response to an inquiry, What is the" deep that
coucheth beneath" in this miracle, and what the lesson for us 1 and
especially following prayer for some who eeem powerless to "lift up
themselves" from elements unfavourable to life divine, and the verse,
" Buried in sorrow and in sin," so aptly fitting, it seems to be the mind
of the Spirit and sweet Promiser that they shall" swim," Let us show
the Master the place, and remember, "The iron did swim."
Leicester.
MARY.
THE GOSPEL GONE TO THE NORTH POLE.
(From the " Qna1·tedy Record of the Trinitarian Bible Society.")

THE following letter, from a member of our Committee, shows how a
holiday tour can be used for sowing the "incorruptible seed" of the
Word of God:"My DEAR DR. BULLINGER,-You will be glad to learn that the
five hundred Norwegian Gospels kindly presented by The Trinitarian
Bible Society, have been all, and, I trust, well distributed. We commenced the work after an open-air service in that quaint old town,
Stavanger; the people were not only loud in their thanks, upon
receiving a Gospel, but insisted upon shaking hands (which we afterwards found was a custom of the country on accepting a gift), which
made the work of distribution rather a slow one; it had, however, its
advantages, as it gave opportunity for a word here and there, or the
pointing out of a text, which cannot often be done in a Roman Catholic
country, where the people are under the influence of priests.
"Gospel services were held and greatly appreciated by the people,
especially in some out-of-the-way places, where the minister only vitiits
them every third Sunday. We were enabled to scatter these silent
messengers from Stavanger to Bergen northward, and from Bergen
through the country to Christiania, particularly choosing the mountain
passes, and the villages where Gospel privileges are few; they were,
in all cases, most thankfully received, and not one was refused. Upon
reaching Christiania we paid a visit to the 'Fram,' the vessel built
for Dr. NANSEN'S expedition to the North Pole. We had just sufficient
Gospels left to give one to each of the officers and crew. The chief
officer most kindly showed us over this most curioasly built vessel.
There were stores enough on board to last for five years. Upon giving
the Word of God to the men, we told them not to look to the strength
of the vessel, but to Him who alone could preserve them during their
long and dangerous voyage. The vessel left the next day, June 24th,
at twelve o'clock.
" Yours very truly,
" WILLIAM HALL."
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"And we know that all things w01'ks together for good to them that love God,
to them who are the called according to His pU1pose.-RoMANS viii. 28.
WHAT a blessed
thing to know that, and to have those verities
burnt into the heart. " Who teacheth like Him?" It will stand all
the assaults of the evil one, even when permitted to "transform
himself into an angel of light." I want, in dealing with this verse,
to testify to you what a God we have to do with. He is a faithful
God, "who rests in His love," never at a loss to carry out His
promises, and is ever as good as His word. (Here was read a letter
from a far-off son, as a word of encouragement to Sunday School
teachers, and as a word of warning to those who enjoy great privileges,
to prize and value them.) It is a sign of the last times, neglect of parental
authority, disobedience, and rebellion.
"All things work together for
good." "But," says one, "the position I am in now is so critical,
I know not
so dark, so peculiar; I can't see my way before me.
what to do." So much the better! It gives God the opportunity for
His own special working. We can't get any good from creature
wisdom and strength. Does not the Word abound with most merciful
interpositions, which have been brought before us, to stand still? We
have had a striking instance of Joseph, in our first lesson (Gen. xxxix.)
He was placed in prison undeservedly, under a cruel charge-could he
deliver himself 1 And so it is with us; all our tryings are fruitless.
He, J oseph, might have enlisted others on his behalf, but he wa.s
.there by Divine compulsion; he could do nothing. Blessed position!
Had God forgotten him? Was anything there that could frustrate
God's purpose? We read: "God was with him in the prisou "; and a
prison with the Lord is ten thousand times better than a palace
without Him.
God, of his mercy, bring us to a surrender of his
hand. W as there anything lost by his being in prison? Was it not
beautifully illustrative of our text, "All things work together for
good"? We are too fond of subtracting, we look at things singly and
alone; God puts things together. It was all essential for J oseph
afterwards, it was absolutely necessary to qualify him for the position
he was to occupy. Would he have been fit, if· raised when as a boy
he left home? You must admit the interval was necessary. You say,
"How can any good come out of the trial I am in ? " Poor J acob
said, "All these things are against me"; and so it seems when we
bring the subtraction to bear upon it.
Our text speaks to character. Look at this remarkable chapter.
It begins with, "No condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus,"
and ends with, no separation. It is either in Christ or out of
Christ. If you are manifestly His child, you will love what God
loves, and hate what He hates. You will not care for the things of
3
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the world if Ohrist is in your heart; not only is our life hid wiGIl
Ohrist in God, but our love is going out after Him.
Again. "The called." Are you called of God 1 called out from the
world of the wicked one ~ Do you know anything of new creatureship 1 Have you passed from death unto life, or are you in the
"Except a man be born again, he
condemnation of the world 1
cannot see the kingdom of God." Oh, may God send you home
asking yourselves these questions. Search and try your ways; ask
your own hearts before a heart-searching God. 1£ you can answer
these questions truly, then, as God is true, you shall realize all things
(not a solitary exception): "All things shall work together for good
to them that love God, to them who are the called according to His
purpose." Work together, mind-don't subtract. Much in keeping with
this is what St. Paul says in 2 Oorinthians iv. 17, "For our light
afiliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more
exceeding aIj.d eternal weight of glory." How are we to experience
and enjoy it 1 By faith; Not reason, not sense, no wisdom of man,.
but as those satisfied to become fools that they may be wise. "We
know that all things work together." Neither man nor devil can
gainsay it.
Your every trial, vexation, difficulty, danger, distress,
sorrow, headache, and heart-ache, all shall work together for your
good.
L. H.

PASSING THE EIGHTIETH MILESTONE.

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
VERY DEAR SIR,-In coming up to the eightieth milestone, surprise outleaps imagination, for the thing seems an utter impossibility. Year after
year the continuance of the Lord's" hitherto," and the" brittle thread,"
woven with everlasting love, often filled me with admiration at His
ceaseless goodness and never-failing faithfulness. Now so near the end,
my soul's inquiry is, "How stands it with thee 1 Are the credentials
right-the laws of inheritance signed 1 Hast thou the 'first fruits'
as the joy and rejoicing of thy soul 1 Have old things passed away,
and is the ever-new life of God's Holy Spirit filling thy soul 1"
Bless the Lord, the reality is an everlasting certainty. Oh, the sweet
lines"Did Jesus once npon thee shine?
Then Jesus is for ever thine."
Would we enter the holy enclosure of our God's solemn visits 1 How
many even now, with our spare memory, could we relate in the closet,
in the sanctuary, on the road, and in the busy scenes of busy business
life. But it is the Lord's "hitherto," and only as the Lord has sustained, strengthened, defended and supported, am I to the present
moment a monument of His sparing and continuing mercy. Here the
words of the dear Dr. HAWKER again speak in and to my soul, ,. It
is all mercy out of hell." Surely" Much Forgiven" feels it in every life
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line. Ah! where is the believer in this life who has passed the
boundary line of God's sovereign mercy 1 Oould the stream stop, what
a blank would the quickened soul feel! Methinks every sweet of the
"hidden life" must for ever be embittered, and the poor sin-sick soul
~eft without a gleam of hope. Fail it cannot. It is everlasting to
everlasting, flowing from the ocean of God's eternal and everlasting
~ove, built up in the heavens, so that nothing beneath can reach to
stop its mysterious and continuous flow. It is mercy, mercy all the
way home. What a record, could a thousandth part be given! But
i.t cannot. The utmost endeavour is only like trying to empty the
<lcean with a tiny vessel. In the writer's case, especial mercies have
been his lot from the womb until the present. When brought into
the world, at the utmost a few hours were pronounced by the attendants
to be the extent of my mortal existence, and now eighty years a
What a mystery!
traveller in life's rough and rugged sojourn.
The creature's" impossible " could not prevent the Lord's" possible," as
this day proves.
What a volume of temporal and spiritual mercies is the past and
present heart-record! The discovery of sin in its sinful, polluting
nature and influence; the scales falling from the eyes, and tender conscience striving to do right, while the law of God follows with perfect
demands; the just and righteous eye throwing its light over our best
€ndeavours, exposing every defect, until killed to all hope save in the
mercy of a covenant God, through the atonement of Jesus Ohrist;
conscience made so tender, fearing every step until consecrated by
prayer, and the witness felt within. Faith's cable must be proved
with utmost strains all through the voyage of life. Bless the Lord,
whatever the opposition, inward or outward, not a wave can ever exceed
the appointed limit of height, force, and duration. Strong as the winds
often appear, sometimes in tempest rage, and the poor bruised reed
helpless as the moth, and as quickly crushed with its fears and weakness, finds, to the glory of God, it draws and drives him close to the
immoveable rock, which hurricane nor tempest can drive him one inch
btJyo~d-the rock of God's everlasting faithfulness and covenant
merCIes.
Oh, the blessed" hitherto ,. !. which, like Israel's stream in the wilderness, has never slackened its constant flow all the journey through.
Now being on the verge-so near the end, the closing scene-what can
my last testimony be but that" Goodness and mercy hath followed me
all the days of my life"; and that, as a poor sinner wa:;hed in the
precious blood of Jesus, and clothed with His righteousness, it will be
my mercy, at the appointed time, to take me to Himself, to be for ever
with Himself in the glory of His kingdom 1 What it will be to be
there, the countless ages of eternity cau alone unfold.
Bless the Lord, however a mere profession may try to twist out the
"divine secret," it is still a living principle in the Ohristian's heart, "The
truth which dwelleth in us" (2 John, 2nd verse) ; the oneness of spirit
with our Elder Brother, realizing the "joy unspeakable and full of
glory"; an earnest of the everlasting inheritance; the banqueting
house; the place of spiritual sealing unto the day of redemption; and
the gate into all the bliss and blessedness of the full manifestation of
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eternal and everlasting glory; the unveiled presence of our ever-blessed,
blessed Jesus.
Great as the mercy, unspeakable the favour, long life has its special
and peculiar expelience. God's Word declares, "Yet is their strength
labour and sorrow" (Psalm xc. 10). If the strength be labour and
sorrow, then what must our weakness and infirmities be ~ We still
cling to life, because, through the mercy of God, life clings to us; and
as clouds oft hide the why and the wherefore we are spared so long
in the wilderness, the design, no doubt" moves in the groove of God's
unerring wisdom, faithfulness, and love. Our longings for home and
rest are often renewed and strengthened with the inward witness of
God's Spirit-the Spirit of God to my spirit, that rest remaineth at
the end of the journey. This makes the weary traveller, however
distant, long for home. At the writer's age, the nearness to the end
often cheers with the blessed anticipation that the end is so near and
the ., rest" so sure. With felt weakness and exhaustion, the sight of
the bed is a pleasure; the realizing its comforts, what a blessing!
Although so near home, the portion of God's Word which so many
years has caused me so much searching of heart, and cries at the
throne, still remains with me, "He that endureth unto the end shall
be saved." Necessity for constant prayer, endurance, watchfulness, and
waiting is earnestly felt and needed . Never a more helpless state and
constant need of the Lord's keeping. The more I prove my sinful
nature, the deception and desperate wickedness of my heart, do I feel
the llPed of the power of God to be kept from all evil, and to be
saved in His salvation alone; "The salvation which is in Christ Jesus
with eternal glory" (2 Tim. ii. 10).
May the Lord the Spirit especially bless you with every cove·
nant mercy needed in your labours of love for the Church of
Christ. The "one taken, the other left." The manifested goodness
and glory of God unto both. What debtors to the mercy and faith.
fulness of God do every lil'.e of His, leadings and providings daily
prove us to be. The IDany renewings and refreshings unto my oftsinking Spirit, and the various means oft used, is astonishing. "The
one taken and the otber left" have many years in their writings been
instrumental of much comfort to my soul; and the savoury meat of the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE and Gospel Standanl afforded strength in weakness
and comfort in sorrow, confirmed by tbe unerring Word of God.
I must conclude, fearing to have trespassed on your patience and
In the best bonds,
time.
Yeovil, October 12th, 1893.
JOHN BARBER.
COMMENTS.
Passing, dear aged friend, your eightieth milestone, singing oj mercy,
how in sliirit you seem to be beckoning those that are behind you on
the same road with, "Come on, friend, all is well. I have proved my
God true. Every step of the way has been fraught with His mercy,
and will be to the end." "I will sing oj mercy," said a dear, saint of
old; you have caught his spirit and his song, but hp, like you, also
was compelled to add; "and judgment." "I will sing of mercy and
judgment.~' Ye~, I see you have had the other side to endure. It has
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been an up-and-down road, rough stones have made the shoes of iron
and bras8 a necessity j yet, brother, all has been well, and we would not
stop you for a moment in your singing of mercy as you pass your
eightieth milestone. I think you are very near the" pearly gates," for
your language breathes the air of heaven in anticipation. Give us a
few more of your heart-breathings and soul-Iongings, if you can; they
cheer those who are behind you.
THE EDITOR.

GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Edito'l' of the Gospel Magazine.
My DEAR FRIEND,-I have great pleasure in sending you some
more letters for insertion in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. We have just
commenced another year, and have every reason to believe that the
Master's smile of approval is still resting upon us. I am requested to
acknowledge £1 for the work, and a parcel of books from L. E. L.
FROM A MISSIONARY TO SOLDIERS.
A thousand thanks for your kindness, which I assure you is greatly
appreci~,ted by our dear soldi~rs.
I feel so sad to think that
Dr. DOUDNEY'S pen is now stilled for ever, but truly his works do
follow him. The GOSPEL MAGAZINE is often sent to India. Get such
lovely letters from some of my boys there.
FROM AN Ex-LIGHTHOUSE KEEPER.
Please accept my sincere thanks for your unwearied kindness in
forwarding the monthly parcel to us. They are looked forward to for
what they contain, and I can assure you ai'e highly valued. Our two
daughters prize the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
FROM A LARGE NAVAL MILITARY STATION ABROAD.
I received the nice parcel of literature for this month; many thanks
for the same. I feel sure that the books you send me are doing much
good; t,he reception they get at the guard room is very encouraging. and also
from individuals. I had two very pleasant conversations last Sunday
with the sergeants
They taB me bow pleased they were to
receive the good reading; they looked forward to my visits with such
pleasure.. I wish I could take a larger circuit, but, as it is, I can dispose
of all the good reading that is sent for distribution. I feel sure that
prayer is being answered, that a blessing IDay follow the reading. I
am acquainted with a gunnet: of the - - , whom I keep supplied with
good reading; he is stationed at that out-ofothe.way place Fort
He circulates as far as he can the diff~rent papers sent to him.
With many thanks for your kindness and best wishes,
Believe me yours very faithfully in Him,
ANN EVERARD BRIDER.

1, Wilton Place, Salisbury, October 11th, 1893.
REPENTANCE is a spiritual medicine, made up of six special ingredients. If anyone of them be left out it loseth its virtue. 1. Sight
of. sin. 2. Sorrow for sin. 3. Confession of sin. 4. Shame for sin.
5. Hatred of sin. 6. Turning from sin.-Anon.
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TO R. c., FROM T. E., WEYMOUTH.
YOUR kind Christian letter was indeed most welcome, and I can
sincerely say that no one's writing is more appreciated in this house,
and I do so much value and enjoy your spiritual teaching. How
precious it is to be able to converse and hold sweet communion with
those who, through grace, love a dear and precious Redeemer, and,
when that privilege is denied us, to be able to write to each other on the
things concerning the kingdom.
Yes, dear Miss C--, as I get older I can truly say I love Jesus
more, and all those who are His blood-bought and love-cemented
family; they are very dear to me for His sake. I wish to practise
the command, "See that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently," and to manifest more love to an those who throagh grace have
the mark and spot of the precious children of Zion. This is heaven
indeed on earth begun-love to Jesus and His loved ones, for His
sake.
I can easily imagine what an amount of work must now devolve
upon your dear father in his arduous, but most delightful privilege of
feeding the" Church of God," and the pleasure you must feel in being
his co-helper in the same blessed work. I look forward now with the
greatest possible happiness to feast upon the good things in the dp,ar
Magaziue. You must have found it most profitable to have had the
privilege of visiting so many of the dear saints of God, in your painful
bereavement. I am sure that it must have been exceedingly trying to
you all. "Asleep in Jesus."
.. Our earthly ties are broken,
Only to draw us nearer to the skies,
By everlasting cords of sovereign love."
I often think of your visit to Weymouth, and your affiicted mother
(but now promoted). I was much struck with her last words to me:
"Pray for me, a poor unworthy one." She was an empty vessel; just
those the precious Redeemer loves to fill, for His fulness suits their
need. Is it not so ~ What a wonderful portion that is-dear WICKLIFFE'S
version-" All things work together for the best [not good], to them
who love God, the called according to His purpose." Not an ache,
not a pain, not a loss, not a sorrow or trial, not a bereavement, but
what is appointed, in His purpose, to be real blessings to the Lord'8
dear children.
I should so much enjoy a visit to the Clifton Conference, and
especially the privilege of hearing dear Mr. ORMISTON once more. What
a wonderful mercy that dear Mr. HOARE's successor should be a faithful
minister of Christ. How rarely, in these days of apostasy, does the
mantle of an Elijah fall upou an Elisha; but when it is so, what
a mark of the Lord's signal favour.
What a deeply-tried and painfully-affiicted sufferer poor RUTH LINDSAY
must be! but how true it is, " Whom the Lord loveth He cbasteneth.'
Yes; I have not had the pleasure of seeing Mr. BRADBURY for some
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years; but I love his papers in the Remernb1'aTlcer, and am sorry that publication has cAased. I am sure that I must have wearied you with my
long and discursive note.
Please give my best Christian love to your beloved father and all your
dear friends. Pray accept the same yourself, and may the Eternal
Spirit take of the things of our precious Christ, and reveal to you more
of His beauty, His loveliness, His peculiar suitableness to your
wants and weakness j His faithfulness, and His tenderness towards
the weak and afflicted members of His loved familv; and may you ever
wear Him as a diamond on your breast.
•
"Afflicted saint, who Hest low,
With pain and anguish fed,
From tbis may consolation flow,
To raise thy droopiug head:
Oh! suffer all His righteous will,
Nor murmur at thy lot;
Though He afflict, He loves thee still,
Because He cbangeth not."
Believe me ever, dear Miss C - - ,
Yours in the best bonds,

T. B.
"HE IS NOT DEAD, BUr SLEEPETH."
vVE have received the following letter from Mrs. JOSIAH COWELL, and
our heart goes forth in prayerful sympathy to the bereaved widow
and fatherless daughters. Whilst we were not personally acquainted
with the late Mr. STARES, we had always understood his life was that
of a quiet, unostentatious, yet true Christian, and his death tells us
how he lived. We might say of him as Scripture says of Enoch, who
held near and dear communion with his God, "And Enoch walked
with God j and was not, for God took him."
"0 happy, happy saint,
In such a. posture found!
He shall his Lord and Master meet,
And be for ever crowned."
I know our readers will remember dear Mrs. STARES at the throne of
grace, that she may be supported in this time of bereavement, and
have the word of comfort spoken home to her sore heart, "Thy
Maker is thine Husband; the Lord of Hosts is His name," &c.; and
that her dear daughters may more than ever prove their God as their
Heavenly Father, Guide, Guard, and Friend:-

To the Edito'l' of the Goopel lYlagazine.
My DEAR MR. COWELL,-You will be sorry to hear (if you have
not already heard) that our dear Aunt Lucy has been brought into
great sorrow by the sudden death of her excellent· husband, Mr.
SAMUEL SHAFT STARES. He appeared in good health, and in his
usual bright, happy spirits, on the 22 ..d of September. That evening
he drove me in his trap to a service, his wife and daughter coming in
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another, with their valued Christian friend and benefactor in the service'
and work of the Lord. On his returning he met them, and with a
peculiar bril;:ht recognition was passing on to his earthly home. In a few
short minutes from this time he fell, and passed away to his heavenly
home, to be for ever with his Lord. His dear anxious wife and family
were sent for from the service which Mr. G - had just opened, but
they were too late to see him alive.
I am sure you will sympathize with the dear widow and her nume·
rous affectionate family in their great loss. Mr. STARES was a retiring
character-a man of few words, but of sterling worth; he was respected
by rich and poor, as the day of the funeral testified. Like Mary, he
loved to listen to the Word of his Lord, and received his daily light
from that Word. His bright, happy face reflected the peaceful calm
within; his entire acquiescence in the Divine will was very sweet.
To his dear wife he would say, when clouds nppeared, "It is all right,
(~ll right;" and when told God would provide, his answer was, "He

always 1J,as."
"He who has helped us hitherto
Will help us all our journey through."
His favourite portion was, c'vVait on the Lord." When dear Dr.
DOUDNEY'S second wife was lying dangerously ill at Froddington, he,
. while walking with uplifted heart to the Lord, heard, as if an audible
voice spoke, "Be still, and know that I am the Lord."
On Sunday, the 31st, Mr. G - bore sweet testimony to his memory,
having known him for forty years, and to the wide-spread respect in
which he was h..ld; and taking the service, spoke from Job i., espe- .
cially taking the latter part of the 21st verse.
The accompanying lines were written by his dear wife a few days
before, little thinking what was shortly to take place:"Therefore be ye also 1'eady; fO'/' in s16ch an haul' as ye think not the Son
of Man cO'Ineth."-MA.TTHEw xxiv. 44.

"Ready for Jesus, ready to-day;
Ready for Jesus, come when He
may;
Ready for Jesus, 'tis His command .
Ready fa; Jesus, watching His
hand.

Ready for Jesus, waiting His
will;

Ready for Jesus, listening still.
"Ready for Jesus; thus would I
be;
Ready for Jesus, 'till shadows all
flee;

Ready for Jesus, until He say,
"Ready for Jesus, seeking to know
'Rise up beloved, come, come
All He would teach me while here
below;
away.' "
Your affectionate sister-in-law,
Bournemouth, October 11th, 1893.
REBECCA COWELL.

A DISCUSSION was held at a Bible reading, many years ago, as to
what time of life the soul was more generally impressionable, whether
in youth or maturer life, when a lady aptly quoted the passage, "Thy
people. shall be willing in the day of Thy power."
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A MONTHLY NOTE.
WE are again engaged in an African war, without any fault on our
part, and quite contrary to our wishes. The Mashonas, an industrious
and peaceful nation, who have for some time been practically under
our protection, have been attacked by the savage and warlike Matabele,
who threaten them with extinction or slavery; and it would be a cruel
thing to leave them to their fate. The British South African Oompany has , aken up their cause; and with the police and volunteer
forces at its disposal, is advancing to check, and if possible to defeat
the foe, without the aid of our imperial forces. The Matabele are
said to be thoroughly trained warrior~, and very crafty, so that the
Oompany has no easy task before it. If the Oompany should fail, it
will be apparently absolutely necessary to send other forces to its aid,
and the conflict may be more serious than it is expected at present
that it will be. But if the Matabele are defeated and subdued, as
there is every reason to suppose that they will be, whether with or
without the aid of our imperial forces, it will be another instance of
the remarkable way in which our empire has become extended by force
of circumstances over which we have had practically little control.
There is no doubt a Divine Hand in this, giving us marvellous power
over nations, an enormous territory, immense responsibilities, and innumerable opportunities for doing good. Oh that we had grace and
wisdom, nationally, always to live up to those reponsibilities, and to
make the best use of those opportunities! In this case we should be
verily guilty if we were to stand by and see a peaceful pflople butchered
and robbed, or brought under the most galling slavery, before our
eyes, and not lend them a helping hand; but if. we do effectually
help them, the effort will probably end in the acquisition of a large
additional territory, with immense natural resource~, and numerous
openings for missionary enterprise. Mashonaland is said to be a
most promising field for European emigration. The country is only
now being openod up, but a recent traveller there says that he has
never seen its equal in an agricultural or mineral point of view. It
contains, he say~, seven distinct goldfield~, the wealth of which has
far exceeded expectation. It is just the country for poor emigrants,
Ior there will be no concessions to pay for, the taxes are very light,
and the laws of the Ohartered Oompany are excellent and weU administered. In fact, it promises to be one of our most valuable
possessions.
Messrs. WIKHOLM and JOHANSEN, two young Swedish missionaries,
were recently murdered in Ohina, under circumstances of great barbarity.
They do nut seem .to have given any cause of offence; but they were
attacked by an excited mob, stirred up by some of the worst characters
of the town where they had settlpd, and where they had belln promised
the protection of a local mandarin, simply because they were foreigners.
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This hatred of all foreigners has been a continuous barrier to missionary
progress in China; but there seems to be a prospect of its removal,
for it is reported that the Emperor of China has given sanction for the
establishment of an imperial post-office throughout all the cities and
~owns of his empire, and he has ordered that a foreigner shall be placed
In charge of the post-offices in every prefectural city.
This may have
the effect of cumpletely altering the position of foreigners there, and the
missionaries can scarcely fail to reap the advantage of it.
Arrangements have been made to hold a great meeting in Exeter Hall
on November 8th, to welcome home the venerable missionary of the
New Hebrides, the Rev. JOHN G. PATON. Several other similar meetings will be held throughout the country, but that will probably be
the most important.
A noble servant of the Lord Jesus has just been called home, Sir
ARTHUR BLAcKwooD, Secretary of the Post Office. He occupied a
prominent position in connection with Christian work, and his influence was very extensive. Up to the age of about twenty-one he was
~ell known only as a man of fashion, no gatherings amid the select
Clrcles of Mayfair being considered complete which were not graced
by his genial presence. But in the providence of God, at one of
th.ose brill.iant assemblies, the turning-point of his life was reached. A
faIthful fnend-nameless, perhaps, until the day when the secrets of
all hearts shall be disclosed-had previously expostulated with him,
inquiring how lon~ he purposed chasing the butterflies of earth. The
€xpostulation seemed to have little effect upon him at the time; but
in that brilliant assembly, and beneath one of the chandeliers of that
blazing ballroom, the words came back to him like a message from
heaven, and then and there, as in the case of Saul of Tarsus, a light
from above shone into his heart, and he became an altered man. He
was an earnest expounder of Evangelical truth, and an ardent defender of Protestant principles. The large meetings which he held in
connection with the employes of the Post Office were very remark·
able, and will probably be long remembered. One of the Post Office
officials lately said, "All of us in the service respect Sir AltTHUR
BLACKWOOD; and although some may differ from him in religious
matters, yet every employe in the Post Office knows that he may
absolutely rely upon his justice and his word." He occupied a prominent position as leader of the Mildmay Oonferences, and he will be
greatly missed at the Oonferences which ~ill be held in the future.
At the opening of the Oonference in June last he uttered these
words, which seem to have a specially deep significance since his
departure: "We cannot meet to.day," he said, "without memories
of those who have been called hence to see the King in His beauty.
For their joy we mnst be thankful and rejoice, but their absence
leaves us on earth the poorer. May we who are left be found
faithful. As these gaps in the ranks occur, may we press forward,
and may we press more closely to each other, 'so much the more as
we see the day approaching.'''
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P1'esent-Day Tracts.
The P1'oblem of Human SufJering in the Light 'of
Ch1·istianity. By the Rev. T. STERLING BERRY, D.D. London: The
Religious Tract Society.
THIS is one of a second series of "Present-Day Tracts," and we
can highly commend it. The Author sums up his argument thus:The mystery of pain consists mainly in the difficulty of reconciling existing
suffering with the power, the wisdom, and the love of God. Our Christian
faith comes forward. and, without attempting or pretending to clear up
all the intricacies of the problem, assures us that it is possible for us,
even now, to see that the absence of suffering in human life would be a
greater evil than its presence. That much suffering is preventive and
averts calamities from coming upon us. That some su:ffering is punitive,
and thereby deters or checks men who otherwise would ruin themselves
That all pain is lovingly and wisely overruled
by sinful indulgence.
by our heavenly Father, provided that we do not hinder His gracious
purpose, and is made to bring about the development of our character,
and to fit us for a higher and a nobler life. Doubtless, in part the mystery
remains. God does not, in this present life, furnish us with the means
of reading every riddle and of solving every problem. But even when
all theories fail to help us, when the human heart bows down beneath
the crushing weight of a heavy burden of sorrow or of pain, even then
our Christian faith does not leave us without help and support. The
great fact that God has given His Son to die for us, thereby proving
that He is a God of love, makes it impossible for us to doubt His
wisdom or goodness. And the sympathy of Christ comes to us with
strengthening power, as we l'ealize that He who bore our griefs and
carried our sorrows, still, though in heaven exalted at the light hand
of the Father, retains His human nature and the traces of His human
sufferings, and stretches forth to us His right-hand to uplift and to sustain
us. And He who gives us help for the present, gives us hope also for
the future. For He points us on to the final victory of good over evil,
of the kingdom of Christ over the works of the devil. Then" He shall
see of the travail of His soul, and shall be satisfied." "And we shall
be satisfied also. For the mystery of pain shall then be fully solved.

Recollections of John Gmce, for Twenty-nine Years Minister of the Gospel at
B1·ighton. London: Houlston and Sons.
To publish a Memoir twenty-eight years after the person's decease,
seems at first sight rather a critical venture. Still, we believe that the
name of JOHN GRACE is so embalmed in the memory of many of the
Lord's people, and his ministerial labours were so abundantly owned and
blessed, that it cannot but be acceptable to living and loving souls.
r well remember that, when a young man, my revered father was
wont often to go to Brighton, as he said, "for the sake of attending
Mr. GRACE'S ministry; and many a time were father and son found
within the walls of his chapel.
The work before us is most carefully compiled, and from Chapter VI. we
extract the following interesting account of the early days of his
ministry. We are told that Mr. GRACE" Spoke several times before he
could be induced to ascend the pUlpit, and on the first occasion he never
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once took his eyes off the Bible to face the congregation. This diffidence
and shyness were overcome by means of a simple circumstance. His good
friend, Mrs. SAUNDERS, of St. James Street (who, by the way, the
writer has the privilege of personally knowing), had lent Mr. GRACE
, The Life of CORNELIUS CAYLEY,' in reading which his attention was
arrested by the following narrative of a very singular circumstance which
took place in London, at a chop-house behind St. Clement's Church, in
the Strand:- .
Whilst I was at dinner there (writes Mr. CAYLEY) a middle-aged, decentlooking gentleman came in and sa.t at the same table where I was. As soon as
his dinner was set before him he immediately knelt upon the ground, and, with
his hat before his face, spent some time in silent prayer. After this he got
up :tnd sat down again, and quietly ate his dinner. The reader may be sme
that such an uncommon thing would surprise all the company, as well as
myself, and I expected all the gay young gentlemen present would make
game of him, but nobody took any notice, and all passed off as if nothing
had happened.
"Mr. CAYLEY then goes on to relate how he was affected by what he
had witnessed, and what afterwards passed between him and the stranger
in explanation of it, namely, a determination to overcome a false shame,
with which he, a follower of Christ, was sadly troubled. Mr. GRACE
pondered this over, keeping it to himself, but the very next time he stood
up, after reading his text he at once looked up and faced the congregation, much to the surprise of his young family, and others who had
witnessed his previous confusion."
But we forbear further extracts. The book is full of interesting matter,
and divine teaching and leading of this dear man of God.
Reader, get the book for yourself. We are sure you will be amply
repaid in the purchase.

Joshua, wnd the Land of P1·omise. By F. B. MEYER, RA., Author of
"Israel, a Prince with God," &c. London: Morgan and Scott.
MR. MEYER is becoming a well-known writer, and no doubt this work
will be appreciated by his numerous readers as his preceding works have
been. Respecting the Book of Joshua, he says : There is a special inner meaning in the Book of Joshua, which cannot
be exhausted when we have learnt from it the story of the extermination
.of the Canaanites; of the partition and settlement of Canaan; and of the
noble simplichy and military exploits of Joshua. It is impossible to
suppose that so much space should have been given to the record of these,
unless there had been some deep and holy pmpose-similar to that which
has given such minute directions for Levitical sacrifice, each of which
<lontained some deep spiritual truth required for the growth of holy souls
throughout the ages. Of the Book of Joshua, as of the Paschal Lamb and
the Passage of the Red Sea, it may be said, "All these things happened
unto them for ensamples." The clue to this inner meaning is given by
the writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews, the third and fourth nhapters
of which are all important in determining the drift of our interpretation;
and it is to the clearer appreciation of the true meaning of these ehapters
that we must attribute the increasing interest with which the Church of
God turns to this record of the simple-minded, transparent, humble, and
stron~ soldier, the MILES STANDISH 01 the Exodus.
If the river Jordan
stands for physical death, and Canaan for heaven, there seems to be no
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satisfactory interpretation for many items which are narrated with
significa.nt minuteness, ere we come to the conquest and partition of the
land; and on this line of interpretation there would be so ne anomaly in
associating fighting with the calm restfulness of the New Jerusalem. A
careful study of the chapters referred to shows us that though Oanaan
was not the rest of God-because He spoke of rest through a" unknown
Temple singer four hundred yea,'s after Oanaan was occupied-yet it was
a vivid type of that blessed Sabbath-keeping into which we may enter
here and now. We are to fear lest we "should seem to come short" of
the rest, even as they whose carcases fell in the wilderness came shnrt of
the Land of pJ·omise. "We which have believed do enter into [that]
rest." ... All these references go to establish the spiritua.l significance
of this wonderful story, which tells of that sa.tisfaction of rest, wealth,
and victory, which may be enjoyed by those who have come to know the
secret things which God hath prepared for them which love Him, and
which are revealed by His Spirit.
Respecting the Passage of the Jordan Mr. MEYER says:Mark the all-inclusiveness of the miracle. It did not concern the strong
only, but also the weak; not men only, but women and children; not the
loyal and true only, but the querulous, the murmurers, the doubters, the
fearless and unbelieving. . . . Not one- was missing. The feet of the
priests stood firm till every individua.l of the redeemed race had crossed the
~·iver.
It is a blessed anticipation of the keeping back of a more awful
flood until, without one exception, the entire host of the Ohurch has
entered that city whose walls are Si11vation, and its gates Pra.ise. . . . The
typicai significance of this passage is that" The Son of God was manifested
that He might destroy the works of the devil." ... He dipped His feet in
death; and, dying, abolished death. It fled before Him, as Jordan before
the priests; and for those who live and believe in Him, though the
semblance of dying rema.ins, it is as a river bed from which the water
has shrunk away, alld the blood.bought go over dryshod. Ohristian people
do not seem to understand this glorious fact. They think that death to
them will be much as it has been and is to the myriads who die out of
Ohrist. But surely this is a profound mistake. When Jesus died, He
entirely altered the arl;icle of death for all who believe. "Through death
He brought to nought him that had the power of death, that is, the 'devil;
and delivered them who through fear of death were all their lifetime
subject to bondage."

Through Bnca's Vale .. m', Daily Wm'ds for ZiOll'S Wayfarers. Selected
from the Works of J. O. PHILPOT, by his Daughters. Oxford:' J.
O. Pembrey j or Miss Philpot, Oroydon.
How nice for loving daughters to be engaged in the work of spreading
the life-long sayings of a revered father! Well, the name of J. O.
PHILPOT is of such godly repute in the Ohurches of truth, that it needs
no recommendation of ours to secure his writings acceptance in "the
household of faith."
With regard to his Sermons, it is within our knowledge, that theJ
are being read in places of truth, where there is no settled ministry.
One Sabbath morning a short time ago, we dropped into one of these
little Bethels, when a man of God read to the gathered group a sermon of Mr. PHILPOT'S. Prejudiced as we may have been to printed
sermons uS'ld for public worship, we must confess that so glorious
were the truths advanced, we came out of the place refreshed, and
rejoicing.
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But the work before us consists not of sermom, but of portions for
daily reading, and here we get at the heart-breathings of the inner
ma.n! alive to the things of God, and deeply taught by the Holy
SpIrIt.
We thought that the best way to review thase Portions was to 1'ead
them at our morning gathering for prayer; and having done so, our
impression is that they are unctuous, precious, and profitable, and that
they rank side by side with dear Dr. HAWKER'S "Morning Portions It ;
and in saying this we are saying a great deal.

"The Blessed Dead in Paradise." By JAlIiES E. WALKER, M.A. London:
Elliot Stock.
THIS is a reply, in part, to a wOlk published by Canon LUCKOCK,
entitled, " After Death." Canon BELL, of Oheltenham, writes a preface
to it, in which he says, "There may be a difference of opinion on some
of the author's views, such as the clothing of the spirit at once on its
exodus from the body with' its house which is from heaven,' and the
rapid and extraordinary change, only second to what takes place at
conversion, which passes over the soul at death, and which is needed
to fit it on the instant for the holiness of the heaven it is about to
enter. . . . But these are subjects on which we may agree to differ,
and they do not touch the undoubted truth of the immediate happiness
of the believer when he puts off the earthly tabernacle."
We know and can know so little of the state of the "Blessed
Dead," that speculation upon the subject seems to be of little profit.
We know that they are "with Cbrist," that they "sleep in Jesus,"
and that they will "awake in His likeness"; but beyond this there is
a thick, impenetrable veil, which at present hides from our gaze the
things which are eternal, and we must be content with this. In the
work before us the author very strongly reprobates the idea of
purgatory, and shows conclusively that it was not taught by the early
Church, nor is it sanctioned by the inscriptions on the tombs of the
martyrs in the catacombs at Rome.

Mrs. Hemans.

London: The Religious Tract Society.
THIS is one of a new series of Female Biographies, entitled, "Excellent.
Women," published, with illustrations and portraits, very cheaply, by
the Religious Tract Society. It is written in an interesting manner,
by the Rev. S. F. HARRIS, and is worthy of a wide circulation.
THE most tender-hearted Christian, he is the stoutest and most;
valiant Christian. It is the truest magnanimity and heroic courage
in our spiritual welfare to tremble at the least iniquity. To be such
a coward as not to dare to break anyone of God's commandments,
is to be the valiantest person in the world, for such an one will choose
the greatest evil of suffering before the least of sinning; and however
the jeering Ishmaels of this world be ready to reproach, and laugh one
to scorn, for this niceness, yet the choice (if God be but wiser than
vain man) is a very wise one.-John Gibbons.

REV. THOMAS G. STRONG.

