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YEA AND AMEN PROMISES.
"Let Him kiss me with the lcisses of His rnouth."-SONG i. 2.
JEHOVAH'S promises are the kisses of His mouth. They are the
tokens of His affeotion-of His infinite love-and they are Yea
and Amen in CHRIsT-everyone of them. "All the promises of
GOD in Him are Yea, and in Him Amen, unto the glory of GOD
by us" (2 Cor. i. 20). Oh, what marvellous grace is here!
The promises of our heavenly Father tell us what His heart
is. They are the faithful expressions of His loving, counsels
concerning His children, and reveal unto them the ancient
purposes of an everlasting Covenant. Have our beloved readers
ever dwelt prayerfully and inquiringly upon that short Scripture
reoord whioh is found in the opening verse of the Epistle to
Titus? "Paul, a servant of GOD, and an Apostle of JESUS
CHRIST, according to the faith of GOD'S elect, and the acknowledging of the truth which is after godliness; in hope of eternal
life, t()Ju:ch God, that cannot lie, promised before the foundation Qf
the world." To whom was that promise of eternal life made?
Clearly, not to man, for it was made before the world was created.
Nor was it addressed to angels, for those who" kept not their first
estate" were never the subjects of redemption; while the elect
angels needed no redemption. No, beloved fellow-believers, that
promise was made by the Father to Him who oovenanted to die
meritoriously for His prospeotively guilty brethren. The promise
of His being raised from the dead was made to our glorious
Head, and to us in Him, before the fall. "He asked life of
Thee, and Thou gavest it Him, even length of days for ever
and ever" (Psalm xxi. 4). As the Mediator between GOD and
His sinful people, CHRIST pledged Himself to recover His own from
ruin by the interposition of His atoning sacrifice, while, in consideration of a perfect propitiation being offered on the cross, the
FATHER promised eternal life to the redeemed in tlwir rz'sen Head.
2 T
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Yee, this grace-begotten promise of "eternal life" was made
to OHRIST-tO OHRIST, both personal and mystical. The people
of GOD were already "in OHRIST" when the promise of everlasting life was solemnly addressed to their covenanting LORD and
SA VIOUR. Then it was that the delights of IMMANUEL were
with the sons, of men (Prov. viii. 31). By anticipation, the SON
of GOD rejoiced in His Ohurch and people, and testified, "The
lines are fallen unto Me in pleasant places; yea, I have a goodly
heritage" (Psalm xvi. 6). It is by the fact of the first great
promise of eternal life for His body having been made to the
Head, that salvation is rendered certain. The - everlasting resurrection-life of the Ohurch was at the 'outset pledged to OHRIST
conditionally on His vicariously "fulfilling all righteousness."
His own resurrection from the dead, therefore, seals the
FATHER'S approbation of the vicarious sacrifice, and gives
certainty to the believer's hope of life for evermore. "Because
I live, ye shall live also," is our LORD'S own assurance to the hearts
of His disciples. 'fhere is no condition or contingency implied
in that simple, blessed declaration. He that hath the SON, in
the efficacy of His resurrection from the dead, hath lifeimperishable, inalienable, inforfeitable life.
Truly, the promise of eternal life, made by One who cannot
lie, to Him who is the personal "Yea," and" Amen," is a
s1tre promise! No more certain declaration of the mind of the
unchangeable J EHOVAH could be afforded to the faith of the
weakest hoper in mercy than that! Say, poor trembling, waiting, needy soul, is not this indeed a kiss of His mouth? Is it
not the inviolable token of the infinite love of His heart?
When the forgiving father, in the parable, received his broken. hearted child from the far country, he "fell on his neck, and
kissed him "-eagerly, or tenderly, kissed him, as the original
implies (Luke. xv. 20). That kiss was eloquent of parental
affection, and sealed, as by a token, the forgiveness of the
father's heart. So far as the inspired narrative reoords, not a
word wa~ spoken to his son by that gentle, loving, pardoning
parent. Why should it have been? Lt. kiss told fully what lay
at the bottom oj the jathm"s inmost soul. The penitent sinner's
confession-le Father, I have sinned "-had not yet passed his
lips, when those lips were impressed-tenderly, eagerly-by a
kiss from the wordless mouth of one who, GOD-like, both forgave
and forgat the rebellion of his child. That kiss certified acceptance, and brought peace to the agitated soul of the returning
prodigal. So, too, when the GOD of all grace impresses a suitable promise on the heart of a child of His, it brings sweet rest
and rich comfort into the soul. It dries up many tears, and
reassures the troubled spirit. We read, in the case of J oseph
when he sought to make himself fully known to his bre~hren,
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" ho kissed all his brethren," and "after that "-it is sig-nifloantly
added-" his brethren talked with him" (Gen. xlv. 15). Their
f'c1/l.rs fled, they gained oonfidenoe in his presenoe. They knew
themselves to be forgiven. They had no doubt that J oseph
loved them, in spite of all their baseness. Thus a poor sinner,
when JESUS by the promises speaks graciously and tenderly, is
dolivered from all his fears, and is led to rejoice in the liberty
of the sons of GOD.
Oh, how many and how sweet a.re the loving promises of the
LORD! From the first of His dealings with man, promises have
been His children's bread. He has fed them with exceeding
great and precious promises, because Re will have them live by
faith, and even die in faith. The short epitaph writt~n by the
finger of GOD oonoerning the patriarchal believers is, "These all
died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen
them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them"
(IIeb. xi. 13). The words of the Divine promises sustained
thoso strangers and pilgrims in the earth, even unto the end.
They did not live to see the Promised One in the flesh, but
the pledge of GOD'S lips was enough-they endured by faith as
seeing Him who is invisible. They oame under that benediction, "Blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have
believed." For, to faith, the promise of GOD is one with His
pmformance. Faith trades upon the Divine promise, "I will,"
because GOD oannot deny Himself. Do not men rely on
human promises in conducting the affairs of this life? Are
not some of the most gigantic oommercial transactions
oarried on solely by the use of paper promises? No coin
passes, but a promise, worthy of credit, is accepted ').nd negotiated, and both sides are equitably satisfied.
And as
Divine promises are better than human, so is the oonfidenoe
of the believer in the dealings of GOD superahundantly justified.
The kisses of man are often' J udas-like. ~'The kisses of an
enemy are deoeitful" (Prov. xxvii. 6). So are his promises.
His lips speak guile. ~:hey are soft and insinuating, but adder's
poison lurks beneath them. Truth, sinoerity, and faithfulness
are the property of GOD. The words of His mouth, therefore, are all "Yea, and Amen." Happy ·are those who, taught
by the SPIRIT of truth, rest implicitly on the "better promises"
-the blood-sealed promises of the Gospel. The LORD is never
slack, or unmindful of His promises in OHRIST. They are,
oonsequently, ,. sure to all the seed" of faith.
Nor !Lre they less remarkable for their suitability than for their
oertainty. The GOD of the promises has so designed them that
they shall pOllsess a distinotive correspondenoe to the oharaoters to
whioh they are addressed. This fact is very blessed. For
proprietorship in a promise is thus discoverable from the condition
2T2
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of him who hopes upon it. Nehemiah owned himself and his
nation transgressors, when he pleaded the promise of mercy
(Neh. i. 5-11). So did Daniel. They both claimed the promises
of mercy GOD had made to the seed of Abraham.
Dear reader, are you spiritually poor and needy? "My GOD
shall supply all your need, according to His riches in glory by
OHRIST JESUS." Are you of the elect number who hunger and
thirst after righteousness-GoD's righteousness? The promise of
the LORD'S lips is that such" shall be filled."
Do you walk in
felt darkness? The word to such an one is, "Unto the upright
there ariseth light in the darkness; "-and again, "Let him trust in
the name of the LORD, and stay upon His GOD." To the afflicted,
the tempted, the persecuted, the weary, the bereaved, the solitary,
the weak, the halt, the blind, the helpless, and to every other
conceivable phase of character and condition, "Yea and Amen"
promises are directed in the Holy Scriptures. And whatsoever
our Covenant GOD and FATHER has recorded in His "more
sure word" He will in due time and in His. own way
fulfil. What precious testimonies we have in the Scriptures
of the joy of the LORD'S servants when promises that had been
relied upon by faith were brought to pass! Thus J oshua,-" Not
one thing hath failed" (Josh. xxiii. 14); and Solomon, "Not one
word of all His good promise" (1 Kings viii. 56). Oh, dear
fellow-heirs of the promises, let us learn from these and other
instances how well it is to lean by faith on JEHOVAH'S promises
-upon the words of His holy lips.
True, our .. waiting" times often put us sorely to the proof,
but that which our FATHER has in His hand is worth waiting
for, even when all things appear hostile to the fulfilment of
His graoious predictions. As has been well observed, death is
sometimes written across the promise, and hope is allowed to
grow sick in the soul, ere the Lord bring to pass "the saying
that is written." Patienoe must have her perfeot work. Perhaps,
next to faith, patience is the most precious as well as the most
practical of all graces. Patience, as we know, implies both
waiting and endurance.
Our GOD knows we have "need of
patience," and, in order to encourage our poor disconsolate
spirits, He has condescended to take unto Himself the title
"The GOD of Patience" (Rom. xv. 5). Patience and Faith go
hand-in-hand: "He that belilweth shall not make haste" (Isaiah
xxviii. 16). That is, he shall not fly to false deliverers, and
to an arm of flesh for salvation.
Patient waiting on the
Covenant Author of the promises worketh "experience" (Rom.
v. 4), and it is by "experience" that we purohase "gold
tried in the fire" (Rev. iii. 18), and come into possession of
the hope that maketh not ashamed. Some one has well said,
" Patience does us more good than tribulation can do us
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harm." 'All the graces which accompany salvation grow by
being e:xercised (Heb. v. 14). The love of GOD, shed abroad
in the heart by the HOLY SPIRIT, quickens faith, patifloce, and
hope, and develops capabilities of endurance in them which they
can none otherwise obtain. Sharp and long may be our conflicts
with sin, self, and Satan, beloved in CHRIST; yet, there is in us
an operation of the SPIRIT OF LIFE continuallly proceeding, the
results of which are designed to produce in us that spiritual
manhood which is the ideal of GOD. Afflictions distress and
grieve us.' Those griefs and afflictions, however, are ordained to
make us the more susceptible to appreciate the kisses of His
mouth, and to admire the tenderness of His love and compassion. Never are the promises of help, guidance, instruction,
and consolation so sweet and acceptable as when plenteousness
of tears to drink is appointed us. But who would not endure
"weeping for a night" to be greeted by the LORD of joy
"in the morning?" Shall we not, then, beloved companions
in tribulation-while we wait for CHRIST'S blessed coming-take
up the trustful petitionary language of the Bride, "Let Him kiss
me with the kisses of His mouth; for Thy love is better than
wine" ?
THE EDITOR'
THE HOLY GARMENTS.
IF ever eyes beheld an object in which splendour shone, it was the
high priest in his holy garments. God planned each part for glory
and for beauty. The rainbow's varied hues, the sun's meridian light,
seemed to concentrate in a human form. Jesus is here. What is
beauty but His' form, His grace, His work 1 This workmanship
would never have seen birth except to show His surpassing worth.
Reader, think well; you must sink low in hell, except a righteous
Saviour cleanse your guilt. You cannot breathe in heaven, except a
new-born nature love its holy clime. The hands of Jesue hold all
this mercy for you. His holy blood is perfect expiation, His full
obedience is your royal robe. His Spirit can impart all grace.
Believers, look to Christ. Mark, He displays His very heart. What
read you on His breastplate-your name 1 Yes, your very name.
Do you ask, "And can He love me 1" Surely the manger, the garden,
and the cross are proofs. His front is shown as a scroll written with
your name. Be, then, persuaded; His life is love for you. His heart
has never been without your image. You dwell entwined amidst
affection's fibres. Your High Priest ever weant this precious breastplate. He ever shows your name before God's throne. You are an
inseparable portion of His breast. Such is our robed High Priest. Is
He not beauty 1 Who will not love Him 1 Who will not praise Him 1
Who will not pray, Glorify me in Thy beauty-for I am thine 1Dean Law.
I HAVE never lost anything by asking God's direction, but have
lost much through being too sanguine and conceited.-Holman
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WEAKNESS.
"He ?'ememberdh that we are dust."--PSALM ciii. 14.
GOD'S people, like the conies, are "a feeble folk." Sold under sin,
they have no might to deliver themselves from the enemy, nor indeed
any inclination to seek salvation through Christ. Ancient Israel, in
Egypt, did not seek for redemption and emancipation in Moses. It
was God who raised up a salvation for them in the solitary keeper of
J ethro's flocks, in the back parts of the desert of Arabia. Israel had
not so much strength as to hope for a Saviour. Thus, beloved
fellow· pilgrims, it always has been true that "salvation is of the
Lord," who knows the utter weakness of His dear people. Hence it
is written, "When we were yet without strength, in due time Christ
died for the ungodly." And to the end of l~fe's journey the saints of
God continue weak and dependent. In fact, life's main lesson"consists
in our unlearning our own strength, and discovering our utter helplessness, in the flesh, to please God.
It is no small encouragement, then, to note that in the Holy
Scriptures this inherent weakness to be, or to do, good, is constantly
recognized and lovingly provided for. When the Lord refers to His
people under various figures of speech, and draws similitudes regarding them, it is deeply interesting to observe how tenderly "He
remembereth that we are dust." For instance, such a poor, weak, resistless
thing as a bruised reed is selected to represent the sin· crushed soul of
a child of God, and then it is compassionately added that II He will
not break" the weakling in contempt of its meanness. Or, if we take
the "reed" to refer to the small, rough musical instrument used by the
Eastern peasants-two of which I purchased, when visiting Palestine
and Egypt, for a few farthings-the teaching is identical. A" reed,"
no longer in tune because "bruised," and emitting only discordant,
painful notes, He will not cast away as an offence to His ear. No, the
cries of His poor weak ones appeal to His loving heart, and call forth
. the tenderest dealings of grace and mercy. What an encouragement
is this fact to those who know themselves to have no might! Or, we
may notice another similitude selected in Holy Scripture ~o illustrate
the helplessness of the Lord's dependent people-lambs. And, as
though the figllre were still insufficiently expressive, a word is
employed in Isaiah xl. 11, signifying "young, or tender lambs," thus:
"He shall gather the tende1' lambs with His arm, and carry them in
His bosom.". And to like effect in the New Testament, when Jesus
Himself refers to the little ones in His bloorl-bought flock, "Feed My
lambs" (John xxi. 15), He uses the diminutive form of the wo~d
lamb (arnion), so that His pastoral command to Peter really ran,
"Feed My littls lambs." Thus, the feeble.t member of the fold lies
most near the heart of the Gl'eat Shepherd, and calls into constant
exercise His most gracious thoughts and counsels. Who is too weak
to lie still 1 Who is too feeble to be quiet in the bosom of Christ's
love 1 The diminutive form of the word "lamb" may, however,
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tt'prosont a term of endearment, as we often ourselves use it of our
dlllLr children. But it is very blessed to know that in both senses the
intorpretation is Scriptura11y true. For, it is because His redeemed
are so precious in His sight, that He tenderly and graciously deals
with them. He well knows how weak they are, how defenceless against
sin, the world, the flesh and the devil, and therefore takes them up into
Ilia arms, lays His hands on them, and blesses them. Happy indeed
are those of you, beloved in Ohrist, who can appreciate the lines" Nor shall the poor lambs of tha flock
Want pasture, or clear l'lmning stream,
Or shadow of sheltering rock,
Or warmth of enlivening beam.
He, too, in His bosom will bear
The weary that pant for His rest;
No lamb of them all but shall share
A heaven of love in His breast.
"Then, helpless and weak as we are,
Oh, let us for ever abide
Close under the eye of His care;
Feed all the day long at His side!
He will not a moment depa-rt;
Oh, why from His side should we rove,
Or grieve His compassionate heart,
So plenteous in mercy and love P"
Nor are the sheep less helpless than the lambs. From early times
God. spoke of His trusting people as the sheep of Hi!! hand. He
accounts them His beautiful flock.
He recognizes with pity their
condition, as helpless, defenceless, foolish, and He undertakes to be their
full salvation. He never forgets that they are not only sheep, but
"sheep among wolves." What more perfect picture of weakness
could be suggested than that ~ "He remembers."
The flock of
slaughter is never for an instant out of His sight. Not one of the
ransomed can be plucked out of His hand. Omnipotence is allsufficient to meet every exigency that can arise in your earthly
experience, dear child of God, and your God has covenan ted to
" keep" you by His own power. You are not left to fight singlehanded. The Good Shepherd's rod and staff are ever at His
command, and no weapon formed against you can prosper.
You
bear the royal "mark" of being His, and none can obliterate it.
" Hail happy souls, on whom is set
J ehovah's a.ncient mark;
His chosen ones He'll ne'er forget,
Though all around be dark.

"Marked by the tempter's daily
wiles.
Marked by the ~races given;
Marked to enjoy Jehovah's smiles,
Marked to be owned in heaven.

" Marked with the Saviour's precious
blood,
Marked by transforming grace;
Marked with the sanctity of God,
A mal'ked, peculiar race.

"Marked as the heirs of endless bliss,
Marked with the price you cost;
Marked with J ehovah's name, 11.1
. His,
You never can be lost."

That "ancient mark" of electing love, set upon your soul, bec'Jmes
all the brighter and the more visible in proportion as sanctified
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temptation drives you to the Shepherd's bosom. It is by gracepurified conflict with sin and self that we "wax strong in fight."
When we are most weak in ourselves, dear brother, or sister, we
really are at our strongest, for the strength of our God is "made
perfect in weakness." Flesh and blood have no knowledge of this
practical secret. The new man alone can apprehend the things of
God, and His ways with the weaklings of His flock. All, however, is
well with them whether they powerfully apprehend their perfect
security, or not. Their faith in Christ is the instrument of their
consolation, but not of their safety. The blood and the righteous.
ness of the Son of God furnish the believer's sole title to the
heavenly inheritance. Perseverance, or rather preservation, unto the
end, is Divinely sworn unto the feeblest member of the flock of
slaughter. "They shall never perish" are words which have 'once for
all gone forth from the lips that cannot lie, and the meanest sheep
in the Redeemer's fold is warranted to sing"Yes, I to the end shall endure,
As sure as the earnest is given;
MOl'e happy, but not more secure,
The glorified spirits in heaven."
But, further; the Lord, remembering the frailty of His children,
employs a still more forcible illustration of their utter weakness, meanness, and down-trampled condition. Hearken to His voice when He
seEks to comfort and cheer the souls of His lowly saints. "Fear not,
thou worm Jacob, and ye [few] men of Israel" (Isaiah xli. 14). Worms!
Ah, it was to that low depth of meanness and weakness Jesus Himself
descended when He would in all things be made like unto His brethren.
Listen to His plaintive exclamation as He hung on the tree of shame.
U But I am a worm, and no man; a reproach of men, and despised of
the people" (Psalm xxii. 6). Thus, once despised as a worm of the
earth, Jesus can now feelingly enter into the condition of His worldhated brethren. I' Crucified through weakness" (2 Cor. xiii. 4), is the
remarkable language of the Apostle Paul, in reference to the fact of
Christ having taken into union with His omnipotent Godhead a weak,
or mortal nature-that is, a body capable of suffering and dying.
And in himself the Apostle, too, realized abject weakness. "Who is
weak, and I am not weak ~" he earnestly asks. Moreover, he traces
a likeness of weakness between himself and his dying Lord, "For
we also are weak in [or, with] Him" (2 Oor. xiii. 4); weak to resist
the power of the enemy. Christ, indeed, assumed weakness of resistance
to His foes in order to fulfil all righteousness; but Paul's weakness,
and our weakness, are inherent in us. We have no might of our own
against sin, either within or without. We are naturally as helpless
to resist evil as is a worm to strike at the foot which is about to
trample upon it. Yet, what grace there is in the fact that the poor
weak people of God are likened in Scripture, not to "vipers," but to
"worms." John Baptist, speaking judicially in the Spirit, called the
hypocritical Pharisees and Sadducees "a generation of vipers," but, on
the con trary, the expression U worm," as applied to poor, weak, trembling
Jacobs, and the "few men" of Israel, implies· a merciful and sympa-
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thizing recognition of their needy condition. We trace the tenderness
of the Lord Jesus in these compassionate exhortations not to "fear."
Beloved fellow.Christians, your wisdom and mine is to act, through
grace, in accordance with the simple couplet"A guilty, weak, and helpless worm,

On Thy kind arms I fal1."

TlLe/re is security and peace. No rude foot of man or devil can crush
us there! Our own hands may hang down, our knees may grow
feeble, but His hand will continue to be almighty in our behalf till
our last enemy shall be destroyed. "Faint," and liable s,t times to
fail, are all the Lord's family; neverth~less, the order of a gracious
experience is "faint, yet pursuing." It is out of felt weakness that
J ehovah's lambs, sheep, and worms are "made strong."
It is the
Divine pleasure that the prey shall be captured by the lame, and that
the race shall not be to the swift.
The grace promised by a faithful Covenant.performing God is able
to train weak, tempted, and "fearful saints" to boast and to take
pleasure in infirmities (2 Cor.. xii.) The intelligent believer in Christ
recognizes the experimental truth that there is a close connection
between "rejoicing in hope of the giory of God," and "glorying in
tribulations." Such an one also learns, as he proceeds in the spiritual
life, that tribulation worketh patience, which grace in its turn stands
associated with a catena of other graces. What, then,- can be said of
that helplessness of God's children over which they are accustomed to
mourn daily ~ Shall we not view it as a blessed means to a glorious
end 1 It comes in the place of a good thing. and serves to provide
an opportunity for the display of Christ's fulness, of the Father's
faithfulness, and of the Spirit's efficiency. Is it not in this sense that
dear HORATIUS BONAR's lines should be understood 1-

" Jesus, Thou needest me,
E'en .me, Thou Light divine;
o Son of God, Thou needest me,
Thou needest sins like mine.
"Thy fulness needs my want,
Thy wealth my poverty;
Thy healing skill my sicknels needs,
Thy joy my misery.
"Thy strength my weakness needs,
Thy grace my worthlessness;
Thy greatness needs a worm like me
To cherish and to bless."

"This evil, froward soul
Needeth a love like Thine;
A love like Thine, 0 loving Christ,
Needeth a soul like mine.
"Thy fulness, Son of God,
Thus needy maketh Thee;
Thy glory, 0 Thou glorious One,
Seeketh its rest in me.
"It was Thy need of me
That brought Thee from above
It is my need of Thee, 0 Lord,
That draws me to Thy love."

Yes, indeed, the need of the Bridegroom and the Bride is reciprocal.
"The Head cannot say to the feet, I have no need oj you." "The
Church," redeemed by precious blood, and quickened by the Holy
Spirit, is "His Body," and is distinctly declared to be "the julness
[or complement] of Him that filleth all in all" (Ephes. i. 22, 23). This
is, verily, ., a great mystery," but it is recorded as one of "tbe true
sayings of God."
Oh, beloved, let us dwell less on the nothingness
which is ours than on the infinite fulness which is His!
J. O.
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~iIgrim ~nUtrs.
WELL-SPRINGS.
" Let my Beloved come into His ga1"den, and eat His pleasant fruits."SONG SOL. iv. 16.
A G~DEN was the spot where sin was first enacted, marring God's
beautIful and perfect creation, and a garden was also the hallowed Rpot
where the risen Redeemer revealed Himself unto Mary Magdalene,
out of whom He had cast seven devils. Connecting these two
th.oughts, several garden scenes have presented themselves to the
mmd, and that reader and writer may alike benefit, the thoughts are
here transcribed. 0 Beloved of our hearts, blow upon Thy garden,
with the sweet influences of Thy Holy Spirit, that the spices t.hereof
may flow out, and the plants of Thy heavenly planting may rear
their heads under the influence of Thy sunshine and the dew of
Thy blessing, and that our Beloved may "eat His pleasant fruits."
Now let us take a walk in these gardens, Spirit-led, and seek to
learn some lessons our Divine Teacher has for us in the contemplation thereof. The first garden of which we read in Scripture was
Eden. "And the Lord God planted a garden eastward in Eden."
Eastward! toward the sunrising. Here the spiritual reader traces a
deeper signification than that on the surface of these words. The
Lord knew how man's fall was to mar this fair inheritance. And
therefore, at the very onset, His Word declares how He planted the
garden eastward. What were the three Cities of Refuge eastward to
signify l Bezer-stronghold; Ramoth-exultation; Golan-joy. These
wer~ the refuges eastward, to point from sin and its .destroyer to
ChrIst our Refuge and Life.
"I shall see Him, but not now; I shall behold Him, but not
nigh; there shall come a Star out of Jacob and a Sceptre shall rise
out of Israel, and shall smite the corners of Moab, and destroy all
the children of Sheth," were the wonderful words which fell from
the unholy Balaam's lips. " We have seen His star in the east, and
are come to worship Him," was the message the wise men brought
to Herod when the Holy Child was born in Bethlehem.
" Open the window eastward," said the dying Prophet Elisha. And oh,
may the window of our soul be opened eastward, that faith may
catch, if ever so faintly, some of the glories of that eastern sky and
resurrection life and joy.
Thus in this planted garden, all fair to look upon, did the Lord
God place the man whom He had formed, making every tree and
plant that was pleasant to the sight and good for food to grow for
his benefit. And yet we read how "sin stepped in and marred God's
beautiful creation." Man fell from his exalted position, and by an
act of disobedience forfeited all claim to his inheritance. " Adam,
where art thou ~ " Ah! hidden, poor fallen man, and afraid to show
thyself to thy Maker! He is driven out in sorrow and shame, and
at the entrance to that which was once all fair, lovely, and perfect
to look upon, direct from the Creator's hands, was placed a flaming
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sword, to koep the way of the tree of life. No more returning
}lither on the old-term conditions. But by a new and living way, by
which access we, as once banished, undone, lost sinners, may and can
alone approach a holy ana just God and Saviour. From the Lord God,
who walked in His garden in the cool of the day, Arlam and Eve
hid themselves. Ah! sin makes great cowards of us! Sin drives us
from IIim, to whom, as before the fall, Adam and Eve had free access.
We see as we proceed to trace redemption's work to its accom·
plished end, how in another garden scene one unto whom the risen
Saviour reveals Himself as The Sin Destroyer and Life Restorer,
~ith holy joy and boldness, acknowledged Him as "My Lord and
my God 1"
But we pass on through Eden's pleasant and painful scenes to
another garden, and this is one to be spiritually discerned in the
Heavenly Bridegroom's song to His spouse: "I am come into My
garden, my sister, my spouse: I have gathered My myrrh with My
spice; I have eaten My honeycomb with My honey; I 'have drunk
My wine with My milk: eat, 0 friends; drink, yea, drink abundantly,
,0 beloved," This is a song of redemption, viewed as already
accomplished in the mind and will of Deity, for here the Bridegroom eats His pleasant fruits, and sees of the travail of His soulsatisfied. He sees His Ohurch as "a garden enclosed," planted as
"an orchard of pomegranates with pleasant fruits," "a fountain of
gardens," "a well of living waters and streams from Lebanon."
Oh, marvellous mercy, that His bride should be unto Him His
portion, yea, His pleasant portion! that He should delight in
her, calling her .. Hephzibah "-My delight, and "thy land Beulah"married! Oh to realize this more fully, to live mor~ habitually
in this land of union and delights, and to reflect the image of Him
in whose sweet companionship we fain would know no severance in
this our earthly pilgrimage!
Now let us enter the third garden which is under our consideration (John xx.)-the garden of Joseph of Arimathea-wherein, as
a choice plot of possession, he had hewn out a new tomb in the
rock. This is quite in keeping with the Eastern custom of preparing
a tomb by the head of the family for his own people. We readily
recall thll Oave of Machpelah, wbich became Abrabam's possession by
purchase for his wife and descendants. Of Asa we read, "And
they buried him in his own sepulchres, which he had made for
himself in the city of David;" and of king Manasseh, whom they
"buried in the garden of his own house." Doubtless Joseph's
garden was all in keeping with his other acts, for gardens in the \
East claimed the greatest care and watchful attention. We remember
now the words, "And when Joseph had taken the body, he
wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, and laid it in his own new
tomb." Recall bis loving-hearted service, and may we not suppose
that the garden which enclosed our Lord's sepulchre was a wellordered one 1 When the risen Lord appeared unto Mary, she
supposed Him to be the gardener, so that we may gather that
the ground was under a gardener's care. "She, supposing Him to be
the ganlene1'," So He was in a spiritual sense. He was the Heavenly
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Gardener to her heart, ploughing up the rough clods and clay of earthliness and unbelief, making it a meet receptacle for the King of kings.
What a contrast this is to the first garden scene! In Eden we see a
man and woman by their Maker driven out, through sin, and in
this the Divine Man meeting a woman that was a sinner, and revealing unto her Himself her Saviour. He had endured the penalty due
to Adam through transgression. From the one garden J ehovah
drove them out, in the other the God.Man, the sinless Saviour,
draws one of His blood-washed sheep unto Him. From the one
exiled, in the other received. In the one the law broken, in the
other we see the fulfilment of the law. From the one driven out as·
a fugitive and stranger, in the other the glorious words of union
are spoken, "I ascend unto My Father, and your Father; and to
My God, and your God."
Do these words suggest a fourth garden scene, where the Lamb that
is in the midst shall lead His flock by fountains of living waters, and
where everyone shall be unto Him as a fair transplanted flower of
delight and fragrance, and where unto His bride, the
"Red Rose of 8haron shall unfold its heartsome bloom,
And fill the air of heaven with ravishing perfume P"
Oh garden of delights! Oh fair to look upon! Oh lovely to
anti<;ipate, where in' uninterrupted bliss we shall walk with Him
in white! "A garden enclosed," in its perfect perpetuity, yielding all
manner of pleasant fruits and delightful spices, under the eternal sun·
shine of His presence! No clouds! no change! no night! no thirst!
no weariness! no death! no more going out! Oh glorious change!
No losing sight of our Beloved of the King's garden the/re I No
mourning His absence by an empty grave, but up yonder dwelling
eternally with Him, seeing the perfect fruition of redemptive work,
walking and talking with Him for ever. Does the heart sing in
anticipation, with the immortal TOPLADY.. Oh blissful dawn of endless day,
When sin shall cease and death shall die,
When Christ His glory shall display,
And beam upon our longing eye P"
"The Lord God planted a garden" (Gen. ii. 8). The planting of
every spiritual plant "of His right hand planting" is in contradistinction of the weeds which come up of themselves. To each plant is
appointed a purpose and delight, and for each individual flower does
the Hea,venly Husbandman cause the sun to shine, the soft breezes
to blow, the night's cool shades, the evening dew, the north and
south wind, the cold as well as the heat. He takes great delight in
watching the growth of each plant. "I the Lord do keep it; I will
water it every moment: lest any hurt it, I will keep it night and
day" (Isaiah xxvii. 3). It needs dressing and tilling, and, says St. Paul,
"Ye are God's husbandry;" or, as the Revised Version has it, "Ye are
God's tilled land " (1 Cor. iii. 9). It is preserved in times of drought.
"And the Lord shall guide thee continually, and satisfy thy soul in
drought, and make fat thy bones: and thou shalt be like a
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wu!'Ol'Ull gal'lliln, and like a spring of water, whose waters fail not"
(Isaiah lviii. 11).
It must be enclosed from all that would prove harmful. 11 Nothing
shall by any means harm you" (Luke x. 19). 11 A garden enclosed"
(Song 801. iv. 12). It will need the soft breezes of the south and the
cold winds of the north to blow upon it; for whilst the one induces
vegetation and expansion, the other is necessary to kill all noxious
weeds, and prevent the growth of fruitless suckers.
11 Awake, 0 north wind, and come, thou south; blow upon my garden,
that the spices thereof may flow out" (Song SuI. iv. 16). There will be
the sowing, ~eeding, and transplanting processes, for, says our Lord,
"Every plant, which my heavenly J!'ather hath not planted, shall be
rooted up " (Matt. xv. 13). And oh, the transplanting, the planting anew
in our Father's kingdom, where our souls will be ravished with love,
our praises will be eternal, unwearying, with those already there!
Lord, hasten it in Thine own time; come into Thy garden and eat Thy
pleasant fruits of redemptive work; see of the travail of Thine own
soul, and satisfy us early as Thou shalt see satisfaction in Thy bloodbought ones.
R
'THE DYING PILLOW.
To be in Christ is the greatest of all blessings, and to die in Christ
is true blessedness, and to be found in Him is the very essence of
all blessedness and perfection. Hence the Apostle Paul, in the near
view of eternity, breathes out, "And be found in Him." Being in
Him, we shall die in Him, and must be with Him after death, to
behold His glory and to enjoy Him.
It is our misery to look at death without looking at these in Christ.
Re hath conquered death; He hath destroyed it; He hath abolished
it) He hath consecrated it as the passage to life everlasting. He
Himself was separated in His body and soul by death. He knows
how to feel for His people in the article of death; how to guide them
safely through, and comfort them when heart and flesh fail. If the
dear Lord would give me the desire of my heart, I should prefer
dying with Christ's eye on me and mine on Him, and in the exercise
of my spiritual faculties and senses on His Person, love, salvation,
worth, fulness, and glory, than in the enjoyment of spiritual consolation. Many a saint is favoured both in life and in deat,h with some
supernatural views of Christ, for it is in seeing Him they live, and
therein is the life of their souls. Many a saint, grown to spiritual
maturity, has found a death-bed most blessed, as being favoured with
such spiritual views of Christ, His dignity and Person, as God and Man.

-Dr. Hawker.
To handle a matter wisely is to fall into the hands of God.
MARVELLOUS mystery of astonishing grace! Sinners, you who see,
know, and feel yourselves to be nothing but sin, yea, the very chief
of sinners, have a right, by free gift, of free grace, to take, possess,
and put on Christ.- William Mason.

o

654

The Gospel Magaz£ne.

"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO·DAY~"
"The cunning artVJ:cer."--IsAIAH iii. 3.
"THE testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy" (Rev. xix. 10).
"These things said Esaias, when he saw His glory, and spake of Him"
(John xii. 41). With these texts as a key, we may unlock many a
portion of the prophetic Scriptures, and find the pearl of great price
hid as in a casket; Him whom our soul loveth; "showing Himself
through the lattice." Isaiah, in this chapter, foretels what should come
upon Jerusalem in the captivity to Babylon, and still greater calamities after the Jews had rejected and crucified the Lord of glory.
"For, behold, the Lord, the Lord of Hosts, doth take away from
Jerusalem and from Judah'the stay and the staff, the whole stay of
bread, and the whole stay of water." How full a description of Him
who is the whole support of body and soul! No satisfying peace,
perfect peace, for the mind that is not stayed on Him; no sustenance
for the body unless He provide who is Jehovah-jireh! No bread of
life for the soul that lacks an interest in Him. "Except ye eat
the flesh of the Son of Man, ye have no life in you. He that eateth
My flesh, and drinketh My blood, hath etemallije . . . . dwelleth in Me,
and I in him." " So he that eateth Me, even he shall live by Me."
'It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words
that I speak unto you, they are spirit and they are life" (John vi.
53,54,57,63).

Then comes another description of Him, "the mighty Man," for,
indeed, in His humanity mighty works were done by Him. It is a
theme worth tracing out. The mighty God who created and formed
all things "veiled in flesh," becoming the mighty Man, almighty in
resurrection, in regeneration, and ultimate restoration.
"The Man of War," carrying on the warfare that began in heaven
when "the dragon fought, and his angels, and prevailed not, neither
was their place found any more in heaven." This Captain of our
salvation, with tactics surpassing in wisdom all other generals, knows
how to succour His soldiers when beset by the adversary; where best
to set ambushments of promises, that they may rise up at the opportune
moment to reinforce the fainting pursuing ones, and to ensure the
victory, in which He makes them ., more than conquerors."
"The Judge." Oh the wisdom, discernment, and understanding of
this most righteous Judge ! His all-seeing eye witnesses the cltse in all
its bearings, and "His throne is established in righteousness."
"The Prophet" like unto Moses, who said, "The cause that is too
hard for thee, bring it unto Me, and I will hear it." Having" seen the
Father" and One with Him, He can "reveal Him." Oh the shining of
His face, how reflective it is! No veil there when He fulfils the promise,
"He that loveth Me shall be loved of My Father, and I will love him,
and will manifest myself to him" (John xiv. 21).
"The Prudent." Sweet characteristic of Him who says, "I Wisdom
dwell with prudence, and find out knowledge of witty inventions"
(Prov. viii. 12). And as we read His life in the Gospels we trace out
the Prudent in word and deed: fitting the word spoken as "apples of
gold in pictures of silver," and the mighty works of healing and
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salvation to the intricate cases continually brought before Him. Who ever
merited this epithet as He 1 And therefore none 'so adapted as He to
repair our imprudence, and with marvellous ta.ct extricate His feeble
ones from the results of their lack of prudence. Lord, ever give us
grace, when we find what dilemmas we have brought ourselves into,
to remember Thee as "the Prudent," and hand over the whole difficulty
to Thy skilful management, and leave it there without meddling or
faithless fidget.
"And the Ancient." Here we can make no mistake, for "we see
Jesus," the" Ancient of Days" (Dan. vii. 9, 22); "Before Abraham
was, I Am" (John viii. 58).
"The Captain of fifty:" so meek and lowly in heart that He took
the lowest place, as subaltern, a lower grade than the Roman centurion
over a hundred men. He despiseth not the day of small things.
"It is nothing with Thee to help, whether with many, or with them
that have no power" (2 Chron. xiv. 11).
"The honourable Man." Who ISo" worthy to receive honour" as
He who created all things, and hath redeemed us to God by His blood 1
The Man Christ Jesus, whom the King of Heaven delighteth to honour,
proclaiming, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased."
And "The Counsellor," a title pre-eminently His, of whom Isaiah
wrote, "His name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty
God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace." "I counsel thee
to buy of Me gold tried, in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and
white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed; and anoint thine eyes
with eyesalve, that thou mayest see" (Rev. iii. 18). We would take
counsel <)f Thee, 0 eminent Counsellor, whose judgment never faileth,
and in every emergency trust Thee to bring our cause to a successful
issue in the court of Heaven, and in every human court-even Chancery!
It is a grand mistake and folly that we run so quickly to men for
counsel in the common affairs of life, for His eye sees into futurity,
balances every difficulty that may crop up, and can and does "guide
thee with Mine eye," even in these difficult days to invest money safely
and well, adding "peace, perfect peace," to keep the minds stayed on
Him.
After all these official characters we get another aspect Qf Him,
the "skilfulness of His hands," set forth in "the cunning Artificer,"
and the prevalence of His intercession in " the eloquent Orator."
Some of us can testify of Him, "the Brother born for adversity," as
the Lord did to Moses of "Aaron the Levite, thy brother, I know
that he can speak well" (Exod. iv. 14); for we never committed a
matter to Him to speak for us that He did not bring to a triumphant
issue; and the very gracious words that still proceed out of His mouth
thrill the soul with adoring wonder that has the opened ear to
"hearken unto Me."
o Jerusalem! when He who only of all men could and did combine
all these characteristics in one Person was taken away from thee, how
true were His words, "Behold, your house is left unto you desolate!"
Considerations of Him in the special trait of character as "the
cunning Artificer," and His handiwork, may afford a few profitable
lessons for us, since" we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus
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to good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk
in them." As a sculptor's eye discerns in the block of stone the image
he intends to produce, so from the beginning He views the work of
His hands, to be transformed and conformed to His own likeness; and
as He fashions it day by day, He calls His workmanship" Hephzibah,"
"My delight is in her." First He takes by leverage divine in various
ways, sometimes by gentle stroke or by a shock like the blasting
process, the rude stone out of nature's quarry, dead, insensible to impression, unsightly, and makes it one of the ., living stones" (1 Peter
H. 5, R.V.); no longer dead, for He hath quickened; no longer mere red
earth (Adam), but still rude, unshapely, and crusted with earth. Then
"the cunning Artificer" with His graving tools, "instruments for His
work," chisels, and models, and perfects the new creation. by a daily
process, in which progress can often be discerned by no eye but His.
Deep incisions: blows that seem unkind to the uninitiated judgment,
to the minds untutored, are absolutely necessary before the shapeless
mass can dieplay the beauty of grace, the beauty of holiness, "the
beauty of the Lord our God upon us" (Psalm xcvi. 17). Therefore it
is we so often call in question the wisdom with which He deals, and
are ready to "say to Him that fashioneth, What makest Thou ~" and,
in our unbelieving scanning of His work, conclude He is about
to destroy us altogether, and forget that sharp-cutting edges must be
rounded; a life-long discipline with most of us. To subdue the uprisings
of an awkward temper, obdurate spirit, and harsher will, needs the file
of afIliction, but grace refines the character and controls selfishness,
and by-and-by ample witness of the cunning Artificer's skill is yielded;
for His wisdom shines in all the methods He takes, and "the wise shall
understand."
He seems to say, "I deal this heavy stroke
Ere you consent to take My easy yoke;
If pride will rise, I mean to lay it low,
By constant friction or Bome sudden blow.
"That cutting speech of yours-unlike My childHow could you utter it P Be reconciled,
Or I must cut you deeply, make you feel;
If you wound others, wounds on you I deal.
"How could you touch •the apple of Mine eye,'
And dream My arm would not be raised on high P
I love you well; when chastened, why repine P
For thus I Boften, mellow, and refine.
"That unforgiving spirit cherished yet.
Or that old grievance you will not forget;
And how three-cornered you can often be,
To need the rounding, moulding work by Me."
Shall the stone rebel at the blows of the "hammer that breaketh
the rock in pieces" (Jer. xxiii. 29), to hew out of nature's quarry
that which shall fit a niche in the temple of God for ever, or
which He fashions, with much patience, skill, and design, into the
fair image to be presented faultless before the presence of His
glory with exceeding joy 1 Shall we murmur, when the Divine Spirit
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sets Him forth in this lovely aspect as "the cunning Artificer,"
at the instrument He uses for transforming the senseless block to
exquisite and Divine proportiou ~ Shall the prolonged chiseling
process not be endU1'ed, seeing its result, "the end of the Lord," is so
blessed? Even the fine sand-paper of irritating circumstances, or the
friction of a trying temper, that follows the coarser process, in order
to polish away angular points in the character, and produce the meekness that is meant to be so conspicuously "an ornament of grace to
the neck," is a necessary part of the cunning Artificer's handiwork,
that the precious sons of Zion are comparable to fine gold, the stones
of the sanctuary may not be esteemed as earthem pitchers, and that
the daughters of Zion, of the Lord God Almighty, "our daughters
may be as corner stones, polished after the similitude of a palace"
(fit residence of the King of saints). Oonscious of the impatience
in us by the inward fretting at the application of the tool or
prolonged discipline of the cross, shall we not rather seek to submit
oU1'selve.~ under His hand, and delight to feel He is at work moulding
us, and does not leave us in our deformity and sharp-pointed asperity,
which make us so manifestly unlike the image to which we are predestinated to be conformed, that those around and in daily contact
with us, instead of taking knowledge that we have been with Jesus,
may even question if He ever took us in hand at all ~ And our own
judgment endorses theirs! In this light, looking back over life's
page, the old disciple sees why thus and thus He dealt, to bring
grace and beauty to His own eye, even where the workmanship of
His hands sees no apparent progression j and when it is discerned, for
His work like Himself cannot be hid, no self-exaltation will result
from viewing His doings, seeing that the unsightly deformity and
ugly lineaments are all our own, the beauty, grace, and comeliness
His handiwork!
"Thy beauty was perfect through My comeliness, which I had put upon thee" (Ezek. xvi, H),
How often have we observed in one who has long "endured as
seeing Him who is invisible," a series of painful chiselingA, deep
cuttings of the graving tool, and constant friction, a mellowness,
a sweetness of character and tone one envies exceedingly, and longs
to possess the gracious refinement, so infinitely superior to that which
education and society produce; for it is equally seen in the poor and
untutored Ohristian, even to the softness of countenance shining with
the reflected light of communion with God, and grace of manner that
springs from love in the heart, and is spray from the Fount of LQve,
bringing glory to Him who hath wrought the self·same thing, "The
Ounning Artificer!"
Leicestm'.

MARY.

"KEl'T-garrisoned-by the power of God" (1 Peter i. 5). This
Divine garrison not only shows the safety of the elect, but how they
are preserved, For the use of a garrison is to repel outward assaults
and inward commotions to rebel. And the faith whereby we are
preserved is also preserved in us by the power of God aud the intercession of Christ.-Rev, J. Be1'1·idge.
2 u
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THE LOVELINESS OF CHRIST:IN HIS RESURRECTION.

THE sacred body of the Lord Jesus, who lived and loved and then
died on the Cross, lay in the virgin tomb, where it had been deposited
by loving disciples all the appointed time; at length"Divinity back to His frame
The life He had yielded restored."
No eyes but those of the guardian angels beheld the wondrous scene of
the return to life of the dead body of Emmanuel. In silent majesty
the mighty Conqueror rose up, and laying aside the grave-clothes,
stepped forth from the darkness of the sepulchre, bringing life and
immortality to light. Those who first (very early in the morning)
looked into the empty tomb, marked the order which prevailed. The
linen garments of death which had swathed His precious body were
lying there; and the napkin that was about His head was "wrapped
together in a place by itself " (John xx. 6, 7). It is a blessed truth,
that when Jesus rose from the grave, He left everything straight behind
Him. Everything was put right. Law and justice were completely
satisfied. The rising of the Sun of Righteousness ushered in a morning
without clouds. All the wrath due to His Church had been borne by
Him; all the debt due from His Church had been paid by Him. The
storm had spent the full force of its vengeance upon Him. Not a
cloud of penal wrath remained to obscure the lustre of the Gospel
heavens, or to dim the brightness of His rising.
During the forty days that remained before His return to His
Father, He showed Himself alive unto many witnesses. The reality
of His resurrection is established beyond doubt, in many different ways.
We now pass on to observe
THE EFFECTS.

The Resurrection of Christ speaks to us of many things. It proved:
i. The truth of the prophecies concerning Him: many of which
declare distinctly that He should rise again, after being ignominiously
slain. (Compare Isaiah liii. with xxvi. 19, &c.)
,
ii. His Resurrection was the receipt which showed the debt was
paid to the last mite. All our hope of escape from deserved and
incurred wrath is in the payment of the debt by the Surety.
iii. The release of the prisoner also testified that the demands of
justice had been fully met.
"Firmly I believe and truly,
God is Three, and God is One;
Next I do acknowledge duly,
Manhood taken by the Son;
And I firmly trust and truly
In that Person crucified;
Every deed and thought unruly
Is atoned for, since He died."
iv. The penalty of the Law, which is death, having been perfectly
endured during the three days in the tomb, the Law could not ther~
fore retain the Person of the "Daysman." Hence, Christ's resurrec~·
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tion tells of the Law fulfilled in its penalty, just as the life which
IIded on Oalvary tells of the Law fulfilled in active righteousness.
Our interest in the former releases from the fear of wrath, and our'
intorost in the latter gives us access and acceptance with God.
'
v. The rising of the Lord Jesus was the coming forth of the Victor
011 nis conquest over death and hell, by which He brought life and
immortality to light.
Let us here consider what is revealed in
the Word concerning the nature of the Body of Ohrist after His
rising.
THE RESURRECTION BODY.

The body in which the Son of God rose from the dead was the very
same which had lived, suffered, and died; it was the same body in
which He now carries on His glorious work of intercession; and it is
in its "likeness" that the bodies of the saints shall be raised, when
they, too, having passed through the grave, shall emerge into the glory
on the other side, when the last trump shall sound, and they shall
be raised to find that the dawn of eternal day has broken for them
at last.
We will look at some things relating to His risen body, because
"we know that when He shall appear" (and we, awakening in the body
from the long sleep of death, shall join Him in the air) "we shall be
like Him" (1 John iii. 2).
In the first place, it is a significant fact that after He rose from
the dead, His glory was veiled,. so that His most intimate disciples
knew Him not until He revealed Himself unto them. This was the
case with the two going to Emmaus, as well as with Mary previously,
and the eleven in the upper chamber subsequently to that blessed
journey.
Secondly. His resurrection body was exactly that which' had hung
on the cross, and Mary recognised His identity immediately Jesus
spoke. The sound ot His voice was the very same she had long so
loved to hear (John xx. 16).
Thirdly. The raised body of Ohrist was a "spiritual" body, as also
the saints' bodies (which shall be like His)' shall be (1 Oor. xv. 44),
and so it could pass through closed doors (John xx. 19).
Fourthly. His body retained the wounds in hands and feet and side
after He had risen, which was, to some, the great evidence of its
reality and identity.
Fifthly. Ohrist va.nished at will from the sight and presence of the
assembled disciples, on several occasions, which evidenced the spiritual
nature of His resurrection body. Notwithstanding this, however,
Sixthly, it was composed of flesh and bones, the same flesh and
bones as before (Luke xxiv. 39, &c.).
A Seventh proof ,of the actuality of the human nature and the
reality of the human body of the risen Lord, is in the striking fact
that He " ate and drank" in the presence of His disciples (Luke xxiv. 42).
This paper shall be concluded with a brief statement of
PAUL'S DESCRIPTION

of the resurrection body of the saints; which applies to that of the
Lord Jesus, because -of the expressed likeness. We mark a distinction
2 U 2
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at this point, in order to avoid confusion of thought. It is this: the
saints are WITH their Lord in Paradise immediately their souls leave
thtdr bodies at death; but they shaH be wholly LIKE Him at the
resurrection, when their bodies, leaving the grave, shall be re-united
with their souls, and so, both body and soul, in now eternal union,
shall be perfected in bliss. But the old garment of the soul shall in
its resumption be marvellously" changed." "It is sown in corruption,
it is raised in incorruption; it is sown in dishonour, it is raised in
glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power j it is sown a
natural body, it is raised a spiritual body" (1 Cor. xv. 42-44).
There are thus four points insisted on in this passage as descriptive of that resurrection-body ;1. Incorruption. It is this endowment of incorruptibility which
adapts it to an eternal state. Arguments about the resurrection are
futile, and all natural analogies come short in this point of incorruption, as well as others pertaining to the subject. It is a matter for
revelation, not imagination-for faith, not reason. The doctrine of
the resurrection is the key-stone of revelation and religion. The mortal
body shall be raised in the incorruption of immortality.
2. Glory. The glory of perfection of form-faultless beauty; per.
fection of nature-every faculty of both soul and body fully exercised j
perfection of happiness-unalloyed satisfaction experienced through.
out the entire being.
3. Power. The risen body will be capable of perfectly doing the
will of God. Weakness, failure, and infirmity shall be as unknown
as corruption and dishonour. The sum-total of all strength, might,
and ability shall be possessed by the glorified body, which is earthy.
4. Spirit'ual in its essence and character, and therefore a far more
fit and perfect companion and servant of the soul than it was in its
previous union on earth.
Here we stay our pen, reader. "If the Spirit of Him that raised
up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, He that raised up Christ from
the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies" (Rom. viii. 11). In
our next we will (D.V.) consider our Lord's loveliness IN HIS ASOENSION.
Bath.
E. C.
THE CROSS AND THE GLORY.

o SIN and sorrow bearer!

Bowed down with grief and pain,
Thorn.crowned, and purple wearer,
Mocked at by scornful men!
o Victim, Royal, Glorious!
Our curse on Thee doth fall,
But soon, through death victorious,
Thou shalt reign over all.
Blest Lamb of God, thrice holy!
Without one spot of blame,
We trust Thy work most fully,
Sheltered beneath Thy name.
Stantford llil~ lV.

That worTc our God delighted;

For us Thy life was ~iven;
With Thee, in glory seated,
We look to dwell in heaven.
Oity of fadeless blessing!
Metropolis of peace!
God's saints their rest possessing,
With joys that never cease,
Shall fill Thy streets of glory
With praises to their Lord,
Whose cross and wondrous story
Exhaustless themes afford.
JOHN JEWELL PENSTONE.
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THE DIFFERENOE BETWEEN FAITH AND SIGHT.
By DR. OWEN.

HERE our souls are burdened with innumerable infirmities, and our
faith is clogged in its operations by ignorance and darknflss. This
makes our best estate and highest attainments to be accompanied with
groans for deliverance: "We which have the firstfruits of the Spirit,
even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption,
to wit, the redemption of our body" (Rom. viii. 23). Yea, whilst we
are in this tabernacle, we groan earnestly, as being burdened, because
we are not "absent from the body, and present with the Lord"
(2 Oar. v. 2, 4, 8). The more we grow in faith and spiritual
light, the more sensible are we of our present burdens, and the more
vehemently do we groan for deliverance into the perfect liberty of the
sons of God. This is the posture of their minds who have received
the first fruits of the Spirit in the most eminent degree. The nearer
anyone is to heaven, the more earnestly he desires to be there,
because Ohrist is there. For the more frequent and steady are our
views of Him by faith, the more do we long and groan for the removal
of all obstructions and interpositions in our so doing.
Now groaning is the expression of a vehement desire, mixed with
sorrow, for thfl present want of what is desired. The desire hath
sorrow, and that sorrow hath joy and refreshment in it; like a shower
that falls on a man in a garden in the spring; it wets him, but withal
refresheth him with the savour it causeth in the flowers and herbs of the
garden where he is. And this groaning, which, when it is constant and
habitual, is one of the choicest effects of faith in this life, respects
what we would be delivered from, and what we would attain unto.
The first is expressed in Romans vii. 24, the other in the places now
mentioned. And this frame, with an intermixture of some sighs from
weariness by the troubles, sorrows, pains, sicknesses of this life, is the
best we can here attain unto.
Alas! we cannot here think of Ohrist, but we are quickly ashamed
of, and troubled at, our own thoughts; so confused are they, so unsteady, so imperfect. Oommonly they issue in a groan or a sigh. Oh,
when shall we come unto Him 1 When shall we be ever with Him 1
When shall we see Him as He is 1 And if at any time He begins to
give more than ordinary evidences and intimations of His glory and
love unto our souls, we are not able to bear them, so as to give them
any abiding residence in our minds. But ordinarily this trouble and
groaning is amongst our best attainments in this world, a trouble
which, I pray God, I may never be delivered from until deliverance
do come at once from this state of mortality; yea, the good Lord
increase this trouble more and more in all that believe.
The heart of a believer affected with the glory of Ohrist is like the
needle touched with the loadstone. It can no longer be quiet, no
longer be satisfied, in a distance from Him. It is put into a
continual motion towards Him. This motion, indeed, is weak and
tremulous. Pantings, breathings, sighings, groanings in prayer, in
meditations, in the secret recesses of our minds, are the life of it.
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However, it is continually pressing towards Him. But it obtains not
its point, it comes not to its centre and rest in this world.
But now, above, all things are clear and serene, all plain and evident
in our beholding the glory of Christ; we shall be ever with Him,
and see Him as He is. This is, heaven, this ig blessedness, this is
eternal rest. The Person of Christ in all His glory shall be continually
before us; and the eyes of our understandings shall be so gloriously
illuminated, as that we shall be able steadily to behold and comprehend that glory. But alas! here at present our minds recoil, our
meditations fail, our hearts are overcome, our thoughts confused, and
our eyes turn aside from the lustre of this glory; nor can we abide
in the contemplation of it. But there, an immediate, constant view
of it will bring in everlasting refreshment and joy unto our whole
louls.
This beholding of the glory of Christ given Him by His Father is,
indeed, subordinate unto the ultimate vision of the essence of God.
What that is, we cannot well conceive; only we know that "the pure
in heart shall see God." But it hath such an immediate connection
with it, and subordination unto it, as that without it we can never
behold the face of God as the· objective blessedness of our souls. For
He is, and shall be to eternity, the only means of communication
between God and the Church.
And we may take some direction in our looking into, and longing
after, this perfect view of the glory of Christ, from the example of
the saints under the Old Testament. The sight which they had of
the glory of Christ, for they also saw His glory through the
obscurity of its revelation, and its being veiled with types and
shadows, was weak and imperfect in the most illuminated believers;
much inferior unto what we now have by faith, through the Gospel.
Yet such it was as encouraged them to inquire and search diligently
into what was revealed (1 Peter i. 10, 11).' Howbeit, their dis·
.coveries were but dark and confused, such as men have of things
at a great distance, or "in a land that is very far off," as the
Prophet speaks (Isaiah xxxiii. 17). And the continuance of this veil
on the revelation of the glory of Christ, whilst a veil of ignorance
and blindness was upon their hearts and minds, proved the ruin of
that Church in its apostasy, as the Apostle declared (2 Cor.
iii. 7, 13, 14). This double veil (the covering covered, 'the veil
veiled) God promised to take away (Isaiah xxv. 7), and then shall
they turn to the Lord, when they shall be able clearly to behold the
glory of Christ (2 Cor. iii. 16). But this caused them who were real
believers among them to desire, long and pray for, the removal of
these veils, the departure of those shadows, which made it as night
unto them in comparison of what they knew would appear, when
Christ the Sun of Righteousness should arise" with healing ih His wings."
They thought it long ere "the day did break, and the shadows flee
away" (Sol. Song ii. 17). There was a thrusting forth of the head
(Rom. viii. 19), with desire and expectation of the exhibition of the
Son of God in the flesh, and the accomplishment of all Divine
promises therein. Hence He was called the Lord whom they sought
and delighted in (Malachi iii. 1).
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And great was the spiritual wisdom of believers in those days.
They rejoiced and gloried in the ordinances of Divine worship which
they did enjoy. They looked on them as their chiefest privilege, and
attended unto them with diligence, as an effect of Divine wisdom
and love, as also because they had a shadow of good things to
come. But yet, at the same time, they longed and desired that the
time of reformation were come, wherein they should all be removed;
that BO they might behold and enjoy the good things signified by
them. And those who did not so, but rested in, and trusted unto,
their present institutions, were not accepted with God. Those who
were really illuminated did not so, but lived in constant desires after
the revelation of the whole mystery of the wisdom of God in Christ;
aB did the angels themselves (1 Peter i. 3; Eph. iii. !), 10).
In this frame of heart, and suitable actings of their souls, there
was more of the power of true faith and love than is found among
the most at this day. They saw the promises afar off, and were
persuaded of them, and embraced them (Heb. xi. 13). They reached
out the arms of their most intent affections to embrace the things
that were promised. We have an instance of this frame in old
Simeon, who, so soon as he had taken the child Jesus in his arms,
cried out, "Now, Lord, let me depart, now let me die; this is that
which my soul hath longed for" (Luke ii. 28, 29).
Our present darkness and weakness in beholding the glory of Christ
is not like theirs. It is not occasioned by a veil of types and shadows,
cast on it by the representative institutions of it, it doth not arise
from the want of a clear doctrinal revelation of the Person and office
of Ohrist j but, as was before declared, it proceedeth from two other
causes. First, from the nature of faith itself, in comparison with
vision. It is not able to look directly into this excellent glory, nor
fully to comprehend it. Secondly, from the way of its proposal,
which is not substantial of the thing itself, but only of an image of
it, as in a glass. But the sight, the view of the glory of Christ,
which we shall have in heaven, is much more above that which we
now enjoy by the Gospel, than what we do or may so enjoy is above
what they have attained under their types and shadows. There is a
far greater distance between the vision of heaven and the sight which
we have now by faith, than is between the sight which we now have'
and what they had under the Old Testament. Heaven doth more
excel the Gospel state than that state doth the Law. Wherefore, if
they did so pray, so long for, so desire the removal of their shadows
and veils, that they might see what we now see, that they might so
behold the glory of Christ as we may behold it in the light of the
Gospel; how much more should we, if we have the same faith with
them, the same love (which neither will nor can be satisfied without
perfect fruition), long and pray for the removal of all weakness, of
all darkness and interposition, that we may come unto that immediate
beholding of His glory, which He so earnestly prayed that we might
be brought unto.
.
To sum up briefly what hath been spoken: there are three things
to be considered concerning the glory of Ohrist, three degrees in its
manifestation-the shadow" the pe1'tect ima{le, and the sul!stance itself.

664

The Gospel M agaz£ne.

Those under the Law had only the shadow of it, and of the things
that belong unto it; they had not the perfect image of them (Heb.
x. n Under the Gospel we have the perfect image, which they had
not; or a clear, complete revelation and declaration of it, presenting it
unto us as in a glass: but the enjoyment of these things in their
substance is reserved for heaven; we must be "where He is, that we
may behold His glory." Now, there is a greater difference and distance between the real substance of anything and the most perfect
image of it, than there is between the most perfect image and the
lowest shadow of the same thing. If, then, they longed to be freed from
their state of types and shadows, to enjoy the representation of the glory
of Ohrist in that image of it which is given us in the Gospel, much
more ought we to breathe and pant after our deliverance from beholding it in the image of it, that we may enjoy the substance itself.
For whatever can be manifest of Ohrist on this side heaven, it is
granted unto us for this end, that we may the more fervently desire
to be present with Him. And as it was their wisdom and their grace to
rejoice in the light they had, and. in those typical administrations of
Divine worship which shadowed out the glory of Ohrist unto them, yet
did always pant after that more excellent light and full discovery of
it which was to be made by the Gospel, so it will be ours also thank.
fully to use and improve the revelations which we enjoy of it, and
those institutions of worship wherein our faith is assisted in the view
thereof, yet so as continually to breathe after that perfect, that
glorifying sight of it which is reserved for heaven above.
And may we not a little examine ourselves by these things 1 Do
we esteem this pressing towards the perfect view of the glory of
Ohrist to be our duty 1 And do we abide in the performance of it 1
If it be otherwise with any of us, it is a signal evidence that our profession is hypocritical. If Ohrist be in us, He is the hope of glory in
us; and where that hope is, it will be active in desire of the things
hoped for. Many love the world too well, and have their minds tOl)
much filled with the things of it, to entertain desires of speeding
through it unto a state wherein they may behold the glory of Christ.
They are at home, and are unwilling to be absent from the body,
though to be present with the Lord. They hope, it may be, that
such a season will come at one time or another, and then it will be
the best they ca.n look for when they can be here no more. But
they have but a little sight of the glory of Ohrist in this world by
faith, if any at all, who so little, so faintly, desire to have the immediate sight of it above. I cannot understand how any man can walk
with God as he ought, or hath that love for Jesus Ohrist which true
faith will produce, or doth place his refreshmeuts and joy in spiritual
things, in things above, that doth not on all just occasions so
meditate on the glory of Ohrist in heaven as to long for an admittance
into the immediate sight of it.
Our Lord Jesus Christ alone perfectly understood wherein the
eternal blessedness of them that believe in Him doth consist. And
this is the sum of what He prays for with respect unto that end,
namely, that we may be where He is, to behold His glory. And is it
not our duty to live in a continual desire of that which He prayed so
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earnestly that we might attain ~ If in ourselves we as yet apprehend
but little of the glory, the excellency, the blessedness of it, yet ought
we to repose that confidence in the wisdom and love of Ohrist that it
is our best, infinitely better than anything we can enjoy here below.
Unto those who are inured unto these contemplations they are the
salt of their lives, whereby everything is condited and made savoury
unto them, as we shall show afterward. And the want of spiritual
diligence herein is that which hath brought forth a negligent, careless,
worldly profession of religion, which, countenancing itself with some
outward duties, hath lost out of it the power of faith and love in their
principal operations. Hereby many deceive their own souls. Goods,
lands, possessions, relations, trades, with secular interests in them, are
the things whose image is drawn on their minds, and whoee characters
are written on their foreheads, as the titles whereby they may be known.
As believers, beholding the glory of Ohrist in the blessed glass of the
Gospel, are changed into the same image and likeness by the Spirit of
the Lord, so these persons, beholding the beauty of the world, and the
things that are in it, in the cursed glass of self-love, are in their minds
changed into the same image. Hence perplexing fears, vain hopes,
empty embraces of perishing things, fruitless desires, earthly, carnal
designs, cursed, self-pleasing imaginations, feeding on, and being fed
by, the love of the world and self, do abide and prevail in them. But
we have not so learned Ohrist Jesus.
REPRINTS FROM THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" OF LAST
OENTURY.
. [GOSPEL MAGAZINEjor January, 1766.]

OOMFORT TO THE WEAK AND DISCOURAGED.
1. THOUGH many poor, weak, doubting, trembling Ohristians dare
not say that they have grace, yet they dare say that they prize the
least dram of grace above all the gold and silver of the Indies. If
they had all the world to dispose of they would give it for grace.
Now certainly no man can sufficiently prize grace but he that has
grace. Holy BRADFORD, writing to one, saith, "Thy sins are undoubtedly pardoned, &c. For God hath given thee a penitent,
believing heart; that is, a heart which desireth to repent and
believe."
2. Though many poor, doubting Ohristians dare not say that their
condition is safe and happy, yet they dare say that they would not
for ten thousand worlds change their condition with the vain men of
the world who delight in sin. They would rather be like Lazarus
than Dives.
3. Though poor, doubting Ohristians dare not say that they do not
sin, because there is not a just man upon earth that doth good and
sinneth not; yet they would not wilfully, resolutely, and habitually
sin against the Lord to gain the whole world.
4. Though poor, doubting Ohristians dare not say that God is their
God, or that Ohrist is their Redeemer, or that the Spirit is their
Oomforter; yet they dare say that if God and Ohrist, and the Spirit,
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and grace and glory were offered to them on the one hand, and all
the honours, pleasures, and profits of the world on the other hand,
they would certainly rather choose God and Christ, and the Spirit and
grace, and holiness, and everlasting happiness, though their choice
should expose them to the greatf'st afflictions in this world.
, 5. Though poor, doubting Christians dare not say that they have
such power against their sins as they would have, say, that when the
Lord is pleased to give them grace to subdue their sins, these are the
most joyful, comfortable, delightful and refreshing seasons to their
souls: and the language of their souls at such a time is, Oh that it
might be always thus with them! Oh that every day one lust or
another might fall before the power, the Spirit, and the grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ.
6. Though poor, doubting Christians dare not say that they enjoy.
so much advantage by the sermons they hear, or by their prayers, or
by the Scriptures they read, or by the communion of saints that they
enjoy, as others do; yet they dare say, that they would not for all
the world cast off prayer, or hearing, or reading, or the communion
of saints, and give up themselves to the ways of sin, and Satan, and
the world.
7. Lastly, though poor, doubting Christians dare not say that Christ
is their Saviour, yet they dare say that they desire and endeavour to
honour Christ as their Lord; though they cannot find comfort, yet
they will oppose sin; t.hough they cannot close with the promises,
yet they will close with the precepts; though they want strength to
throw themselves into Christ's arms to save them, yet they will cast
themselves at the feet, of Christ to serve Him; though they walk in
darkness, and see no light, yet they will trust in the Lord, and walk
in His ways (Isaiah 1. 10).
These seven things are strong probabilities of grace, and it may also
be said that they are solid and sound evidences of true grace and of
an interest in Christ and salvation; and therefore all those poor,
doubting and trembling Christians, who find all these, or any of
these seven things in their own souls, ought for ever to bless the
Lord, and speak well of His name upon these accounts. And therefore, 0 my soul, be thou much in adoring and admiring of free' and
infinite grace that hath wrought all those things in thee and for thee.
Consider that, from probabilities in outward things, men commonly
gather a great deal of comfort, support, quietness and satisfaction;
when the physician tells the patient that it is probable, yea very
probable, that he will recover, live, and do well, 0 what a support,
comfort, and refre~hment is this to the lauguishing patient; when
there is a good voyage, how do the merchants' and the mariners' spirits
rise! when there is but a probability of a good harvest, how does
the husbandman sing! when there is but some hopes, some probability of a pardon for a condemned man, how do his spirits revive!
and how does his heart even leap and dance for joy! and so when
a Christian has but some hopes, some probabilities of grace, of an
interest in Christ, :md of being saved, he may well cheer up and
maintain his ground against fears and temptations.-[See Mr. GILES'S
Collections.]
-
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THE UNSEARCHABLE RICHES OF OHRIST.
EXTRACT FROM REV. JOHN NEWTON'S SERMON AT ST. PAUL'S, DEPTFORD,
ON THE DEATH OF RICHARD CONYERS, LL.D., MAY 7TH, 17~6.
WHEN he entered upon his ministry at his beloved Helmsley, in York·
shire, he found the place. ignorant and dissolute to a proverb. With
much zeal and diligence he attempted the reformation of his parish,
which was of great extent, and dh'ided into several hamlets. He
preached frequently in them all. He encouraged his parishioners to
come to his house. He distributed them into little companies, that he
might instruct them with the more convenience j he met them in
rotation by appointment. In this manner, I have been assured, that
he often preached or exhorted, publicly or more privately, twenty times
in a week. These labours were not in vain j a great visible and almost
universal reformation took place. About the time I am spea~ing of
a clergyman in his neighbourhood made very honourable mention of
Mr. CONYERS, in a letter to the Society for Promoting Christian
Knowledge (which I have seen in print), as perhaps the most exemplary,
indefatigable, and successful parochial minister in the kingdom. Yet
in the midst of applause and apparent success he was far from being
satisfied with himself. He did what he could, he did more than
most others; but he felt there was something still wanting, though
for a time he knew not what,. but he was desirous to know. He
studied the Scriptures and prayed to the Father of lights. They who
thus seek shall surely find. Important consequences often follow from
a sudden, involuntary turn of thought. One day an expression of
St. Paul's, "The unsearchable riches of Christ" (Eph. iii. 8), engaged
his attention. He had often read the passage, but never noticed tae
word unsea1'chable before. The Gospel, in his view of it, had appeared
plain and within his comprehension, but the Apostle spoke of it as
containing something that was unsearchable. A conclusion therefore
forced itself upon him that the idea he had hitherto affixed to the
word "Gospel ,. could not be the same with that of the Apostle. Thus
he was brought with the Apostle to account his former gain but loss.
The unsearchable riches of Christ opened to his mind; he received
power to believe. His perplexities were removed, and he rejoiced with
joy unspeakable and full of glory. He presently told his people, with
that amiable simplicity which so strongly marked his character, that
though he had endeavoured to show them the way of salvation he had
misled them, that what bo~h he and they had been building was not
upon the right foundation. He from that time preached Jesus Christ
and Him crucified, as the only ground of hope for sinners, and the
only source from whence they could derive wisdom, righteousness,
sanctification and redemption (1 Cor. ii. 2; i. 30). This change in his
sentiments and manner of preaching, though it added efficacy to his
moral instructions, and endeared him to his people at home, lost him
much of that high estimation in which he had been held abroad. But
he knew the Gospel of God too well to be ashamed of it. Whatever
disgrace he sufi'tlred in such a cause he could bear it with patience.
He loved his peopie and was beloved by them.
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THE LATE CL1FTON CONFERENOE.
BY ONE WHO WAS PUESENT.

"I CANNOT tell you what sweet pain and delightsome torments are in
Christ's love. I often shall envy time that holds us asunder. I
profess to you I have no rest, I have no ease, while I be over head
and ears in love's ocean. If Christ's love-that fountain of delightwas laid as open to me as I could wieh, oh, how would I drink, and
drink abundantly! I half call His absence cruel, and the mask and
veil on Christ's face a cruel covering, that hideth such a fair, fair face
from 'a sick soul. I dare not challenge Him; but His absence is a
mountain of iron upon my heavy heart! Oh, when shall we meet 1
Oh, how long is it to be dawning of the morning day 1 Oh, sweet
Lord Jesus, take wide steps! Oh, my Lord, come over the mountains
at one stride! Oh, my Beloved, fly like a roe or young hart upon
the mountains of separation. Oh, if He would fold the heavens together
like an old cloak, and shovel time and days out of the way, and make
ready the Lamb's wife for her Husband! Since He has looked upon
me, my heart is not mine own; He hath run away to Heaven with it.
Oh, if the heaven, and the heaven of heavens were paper, and the sea
ink, and the multitp.de of mountains pens of brass, and I were able
to write that paper, within and without, full of the praises of my fairest,
my dearest, my loveliest, my sweetest, my matchless, my most sinless
and marvellous Well-beloved."
Thus wrote the sainted RUTHERFORD from his prison house to his
flock at Anwoth, and perhaps the language may especially fit the
experience of many of the Lord's dear people who have attended the
recent Clifton Conference. May the following account prove also a
word in season fitly spoken, to those who were, through a variety of
circumstances, made to abide at home, so that the spoil may be
divided.
To many who have during the Conference been treading their high'
places the past is one of deep thankfulness, gladness, and praise,
fm' Gael hael made them reJoice with great Joy. Such seasons are as
heaven begun, and the heart upleaps in the anticipation of all these
good, great, and glorious things, thus commenced here, to be consummated in that "far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory"
'hereafter. Here our joy is mingled. There are gaps in our circles,
never to be refilled. Loved ones, who were wont to joy in our joy,
share in our praises, and partake with us. of the cup of sorrow, are
gone from us. Their places are not filled in hearts aching and void,
and yet, oh! do we not joy above our sorrow to think of that
swelling multitude, that triumphant redeemed host, praising and
exalting the Lamb, as we know not yet how! Theirs is the fulness
of joy, the eternity of bliss, the fruition of glory; and in such upliftings as in the season just passed we have in measure joined their
chorus, been permitted sweet glimpses within the veil, and many
foretastes of that glorious time when the Royal mandate shall once
and for ever go forth, "Father, I will [the I will of sovereign
royalty, right, and love] that they whom Thou hast given Me be
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with Mu W!WTI' I am, that they may behold My glory . . . . that
th.,y all lIlay bo one as we are."
TllIl lIuhj"ct, "Ohrist and the Ohurch," has been a very oxaltin~ one
10 conttllUplltte: The Bridegroom, "altogether lovely;" the Bride,
11 hllt(~k, but comely;" the Marriage Supper of the Lamb.
"Let us be
loI!ad IUld rejoice." Marvellous oneness, mystic union, that we should
he made heirs of such an inheritance, partakers of such joy I Daily
may the growing desire be more manifest; "what manner of persons
ought we to be, in all holy conversation and godliness," seeing we look
for such things, whilst the anticipation keeps our hearts garrisoned
with the peace and joy which is the delightsome portion of the
Bride from her Bridegroom.
" There amidst the love and glory,
" He and I together entering
He is waiting yet;
Those bright courts above;
On His hands a name is graven,
He and I together sharing
He can ne'er forget.
All the Father's love.
" Oh thc blessed joy of meeting,
" He and I in that bright glory
All the dcsel·t past!
One deep joy shall sharA;
Oh the wondl'ous words of greeting
Mine to be for ever' with Him,
He shall speak at last!
His, that;;! am there." ..
It WitS again a cause of deep gratitude and thankfulness that the
Oonvener was able to occupy his accustomed place in the chair.
Many have been the prayers on Mr. ORMISTON'S behalf, and most
graciously has the Lord heard and answered His people'El petitions,
and given unto His servant according to his need, strength and ability
for the carrying on of this important work, amongst his many other
and arduous duties.
The thirt'y-fourth annual Oonference was opened by prayer from the'
Vicar of Olifton, the Rev. N~ SHERBROOKE, who was followed by the
Rev. TALBOT GREAVES, who spoke from the words, "He that hath the
Bride is the Bridegroom." "John's aim," said Mr. GREAVES, "as a
prophet and priest (for he was both, although he neither laid claim to
nor assumed the title)-all his aim and ministry was to exalt the
Bridegroom of the Ohurch. He knew His origin as One coming from
above, God-sent, One who was above all and from heaven, and John
was content to be a frien.d of that Bridegroom. Oontemplate much the
glorious Godhead of this Divine Bridegroom. You can never make
too much of this, never have too high thoughts of the Lord Jesus
Ohrist, who is worthy of our highest honour. I love the words of our
Ohurch service, which teaches our communicants to join in that song
of adoration and praise to Him who is worthy: r For Thou only art
holy; Thou only art the Lord; Thou only, 0 Ohrist, with the Holy
Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the Father.' John, in
speaking of the Bride, intends the elect family of God, the Ohurch
militant and the Ohurch triumphant,-np particular sect nor party.
The one grand thought, beloved, in it all is possession. 'He that hath
the Bride is the Bridegroom.' She is His possession, His exclusive
right and prerogative. He has her by His love, sovereign love. He
chose her, but by His love He also possesses her, and she grows up
• Extra.oted from The Bride Leaflet.

A: Holneas, 14, Paternoster Row, London.
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in the depths of His everlasting love. The word within her heart
which draws her is not the first step of the process, but the result of
that love of possession which must draw her. He must possess her
entirely, and by love! This is the deepest mystery, whic.h no angel mind
can fathom, that He made the sins of His Bride His own! He took
her guilt, sin, and shame! Yes, the Heavenly Bridegroom did all this,
and confessed it as His own. ' The reproaches of them that reproached
Thee fell upon Me.' His affections are the cords which bound our sins
upon His shoulders. It is a blessed reality, and love's inevitable consequence. He fixed His love on her and therefore took her sin, and was
'made sin for us who knew no sin.'
Again, this love-possession
is her safety. Fear not, thou Bride of the Lamb! His' love is strong
as death, and many, waters cannot quench it.' He whose love
embraces you and whose blood redeemed you will never suffer any to
pluck you from Him. Deep down, beneath the search of angels,
springs the life of every believer. Then we can take up that
glorious challenge of Romans viii. 33, and say, " Who can lay anything
to the charge of God's elect 1" &c. Again, the Bridegro'Jm has the
Bride as possessin~ her for His own enjoyment. She is the vessel in
whiflh He pours the fulness of His love. 'He that hath the Bride
is the Bridegroom.' It points to His delight in having her. He
rests in His love, and joys over her with singing. Yes, the Lord
Jesus will enjoy His Bride as His companion. He presents her unto
Himself. This was the object of His prayer, 'Father, I will,' &c.
And when He comes again He will be glorified and admired in all
them that believe.
"Now, since the Bride has received all this of her Bridegroom, He
must have the exclusive glory of her salvation. Ministers and every
worker in the vi):16yard, as John the Baptist, are only friends of the
Bridegroom. No honour must be given to them, but to their
Master. And if you are true disciples you are for the delight
of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Are you laying yourself out for His
enjoyment, as an earthly wife does for her husband ~ • . . . • Again,
the Bridegroom has the Bride as the object of her exclusive worship
in the elements of faith, love, and obedience, for God is a jealous
God. He will 'have all our affections, and he the only object of
worship.
Indivisibleness of exclusive worship must be His in
loyalty and conjugal affection. Her whole weight and pressure must·
be upon Him her Beloved. The love must be absolute-yes, a
master-passion, so to speak, of every believer who can say, 'Whom
have I in heaven but Thee ~ and there is none upon earth that I
desire in comparison with Thee.' He must possess her, poor, weak
and feeble though she be, and He must have her absolute love; so
that amid all she can say, 'Lord, Thou knowest that I love Thee;'
and, yielding Him obedience, she must lie in His absolute power and
at His disposal. In a word, the Bridegroom is the Bride's Master!
Oh, remember that, 'My Master!' and sit like Mary at His feet,
and hear His words; laying aside all pride and prejudice, just sit
meekly there and learn of Him. Sit there at His feet and hear Him
say, 'Learn of Me.'
The Bride is thus His possession, His
property, His living goods and ch~ttels.
They are so bound
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together that it is impossible to speak of one without the other. Oh,
amazing condescension, that He must needs become Man in order to
redeem a human Bride! He passed by the seraphic host of heaven,
and took to Himself as His portion a poor fallen Bride, saying,
'Thou shalt abide many days for Me, and so will I be for Thee.'
Many days! yea, all the days of time and ages of eternity. May
we be for Jesus and Jesus only now, as, by-and-by, we shall
realize, as ages roll along, more of His love and beauty, and what
it is to have Ohrist for us; for in possessing Him we possess all things,
since, ' All things are yours and ye are Ohrist's, and Ohrist is God's.'''
The Rev. F. J. HORSEFIELD following, said: "May we in the consideration of our subject look into His face, and touch His hand, and
get a closer look into our Bridegroom's glory, love, riches, power,
infinite tenderness, and marvellous condescension. May we this morning see Him as altogether lovely, as did the Bride; for these words
seem to be a summary of all she has to say of her Beloved, after
taking her survey, from His head downwards, the whole body, and
then back into His face, and, overcome, as it were, with emotion,
'Yea,' she says, 'He is altogether lovely.' The Sociniari has ever
been compelled to say Ohrist was faultless, but 'as our views are
closer and our communion nearer, we see Him not only faultless but
lovely, and that altogether lovely, from all points of view. Oh that
the Ohurch would take more looks at the Bridegroom of her heart!
look not to any particular leader or teacher in the Ohurch, but at the
Divine Original, in whose face one glance is sufficient for us to say,
'He is altogether lovely.' Look into the term' Bridegroom,' and what
it implies. The marriage is not only future but present. 'I am married
unto you.' He endows her 'with all that He has. He gives her His
own name. He entitles her to His own priceless, unspeakable privileges.
He gives her all things. This relation is maintained by close contact
of mutual love. He sees her through Himself, and consequently that
in her is no spot. There must be mutua! confidence in virtue of the
marriage bond, that at her side He is ever ready to comfort, heal and
speak loving words. And, lastly, He makes Himself responsible for
her. He takes the whole charge of her, and she is subject unto Him.
Oh, if you ever get one look at His face, you will want Him to be
yours, to come into your home, your heart, and your presence; and
greatly will you rejoice at His voice, for you know, once having taken
possession, He will abide with you for ever."
The Rev. J. W. DANCE followed, and, in a short but mellow address,
dwelt upon the indescribable, matchless love of this Heavenly Bridegroom, in His majesty, in the loveliness of His Person, in the satisfaction of His love, in the performances of His choice, the manner,
manifestation, and promises of Ohrist to His Ohurch, and the morning's
proceedings closed with a hymn.
'
'fhe Evening Oonference was opened in the usual manner, by the reading
of the Word, prayer, and praise j after which the Rev. H. DENING gave
a stirring address, on the words "Altogether lovely," or, as He said
the litera! translation is, "desire of desires," and pointed out the need
of an .union in life and love, and one in which we can daily look 'up
to God as our Father, in the bonde of holy fellowship.
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Especial interest was evinced in the address that followed, by the
aged Mr. MULLER, who was at once the veteran soldier and the little
child combined. There was the life-proof of his faith and strength, in
the power of a living God, and the simplicity of a little child, trusting his
heavenly Father now in the sunset of his life, walking and talking
with Him as his most precious and abiding Friend. He spoke sweetly
upon our past and present standing, and of that loveliness of Christ
which has won our heart, as also of the beauty and comeliness which
He puts upon His sin-forgiven children, in whom, from His heart of
love, He sees no spot, wrinkle, or any such thing.
Short addresses by Colonel MOLESWORTH, Mr. A. J. ARNOLD, and
prayer by Mr. JAMES WRIGRT, closed the first evening's conference.
Wednesday morning's sitting was opened by prayer and reading by the
OONVENER, from Revelation xxi., who so blessedly emphasized the words
in verse 11, "Having the glory of God," as to give the key-note to the
day's consideration. The Rev. A. A. ISAAcs next spoke upon the subject
of The Bride, under the divisions-I. The Oontract; 2. The Betrother;
3. The Work of Betrothal; 4. The Oonsummation. And he was followed
by the Rev. W. ELLIOTT, who gave a very animated address upon the
invisible Ohurch, who is invested with the glory of God, whilst she
as a seal upon His arm and heart, secured and blessed for ever.
After the Rev. L, B. A. ROBERTS had spoken, the Rev. E. N. THWAITES
took his subject from Revelation xxi. 9, and showed, whilst the Ohurch of
God, His purchased and redeemed possession, was designated by the names
Oity, 'rempie, Branches, Body, Vineyard, Garden, Family, here, in the
consummation of her bliss, she is called the Bride, the Lamb's Wife.
.. Oh, what," said Mr. THWAITES, "if she is beautiful now, through
His beauty, what will she be when having the glory of God, exceeding
all other glories, this city is triumphant in Him! Hell will have lost
its power; sin for ever overcome; the devil a conquered foe; but she,
as a city walled in and built upon His purposes, promises, and attributes,
-yl'a, upon God Himself, and you must destroy Him ere you can
destroy His Bride! Oh what a triumphant hour to come, when, vested
in His glory, she shall go no more out. Who is she 1 The Bride is
composed of sinners cleansed by blood, 1'lucked by sovereign grace
from destruction; • black, but comely;' each loved with an everlasting
love. And why 1 Because He. would, for He saw no beauty in her
herself, but He has clothed her in His spotless righteousness, made
her complete in that which He has imputed unto her. Amazing,
precious thought! Nothing else but the graces and gifts of the
Bridegroom have made His church what she is. And to-day where
is she 1 I know what I was and where I am going to, but where
am I to-day 1 In the clefts of the Rock! Yes, there I am safe hidden;
for you and I are not only His in the day when He first made His
love known to us, but we are in Him all the day and every day,
and God looks down upon us there and sees us safe. All the devils
in hell cannot pluck us hence. He who loves me holds me, and
keeps me safe abiding in Him. And all this because He will present
unto Himself 'a glorious Ohurch' (Eph. v. 27). He loved us to present
us! Go away, beloved, with this one joy, even in the love of Jesus,
which will abide when all things else have passed away."
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The Rev. W. FRITH closed the meeting with prayer. Very interesting meetings were held representing the work of different Societies, as
also a Bible Class, ably conducted by Colonel MOLESWORTH, in the
afternoons of Tuesday and Wednesday, which were fairly well attended,
considering the inclemency of the weather.
The Evening Conference was opened by prayer from Colonel SAVILE,
and the reading of 1 Corinthians xii., by the Rev. J. ORMISTON, where the
words, "The head cannot say to the feet, I have no need of thee,"
suggestively led our thoughts to the consideration of the evening's
subject. The Rev. Dr. SPENCE, of Belfast, spoke upon the relationship, the unity, and the faithfulness of the Bride and Bridegroom;
after which Mr. JAMES WRIGHT addressed us upon this great
mystery, in expressing the very heart of God, the mystery of the
Bride's formation, and the wondrous truth of the marriage union.
This very sweet and heart-reaching address was followed by Pastor
FULLER GOOCH, who spoke upon the word one, the individual
and whole oneness of the Lord Jesus Christ and His people. One
with Christ. ", He that is joined to the Lord is one spirit.' Joined!
Look at, the contracting parties: the Lord in all His risen, wondrous
glory, marvellous fulness of grace and truth, in all that He is God
and Son of Man, in perfected redemption work. And then look at
yourself: poor, weak, helpless, nothing worthy! self at one point
and the Lord at the other; and then think, you and He are joined
together, and so joined as to be henceforth one spirit. Once strangers,
foreigners, apart from Him, but now made nigh! brought together!
joined! one! and from henceforth His heart mine and my heart His;
His hand in mine, and my hand in His; His life mine, and mine
His care; His name mine, and mine His; His interests my interests,
and my interests His; His kingdom mine, and I am inheritor of His
kingdom; His coming glory mine, and I to live and reign with Him
in that eternal glory. These are wondrous things; not mere theories,
nor doctrines, nor ethical ideas, but deep-down enjoyment and
conscious realization are the power and joy of our life! Joined!
There can be no more close and real union than this. Are we
living out these things, so that the world can say, the life is the
great witness of that grand truth, 'He that is joined to the Lord is
one spirit l' It means vitality and fruitfulness; and a transformed
Christ life it must be, for you cannot abide there without bringing
forth fruit. If we do not, we are practically wrong, and something is
wanting in our life there. Believe in His resurrection life to-day for
you, as you believed in His death on Calvary, and may we be transfigured
into His image. My flesh is as bad as ever it was, but He is in me,
and' now I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me.' One spirit! Oh
for faith to apprehend this, and commit ourselves to that blessed life
in the soul. He is thy Lord. We may acknowledge this in our
prayers and worship, but do we in our life 1 The body is for the
Lord and His glory, and we must judge our relations to the world,
therefore, by our Lord's life and standard, and not our own. Oh the
thought that I am my Beloved's, and His desire is towards me! It
will guide and influence our lives. And what in prospect is ours 1
'Come hither, and I will show you the Bride. the Lamb's wife!·

2%

674

The Gospel M ag:azine.

What a sight! 'Having the glory of God.' A glorious Church. His
glory shining in and out of my life here, and I going into His glory.
I cannot understand why all this blessedness is for me, but I believe
it, for He has spoken and and done it. We are going into light and
to reign with Him in glory. Oh, lift up your heads, beloved. Look
up. Care not for the world, but look away up where our Lord is
and our hearts' affections are, for soon He will come and take us
up to be with Him in His glory. 0 Holy Ghost, possess us, dwell
in us, walk in us, abide in us. Manifest Thy life in us, that, joined
to Thee thus,' we may be looking for Thee, expecting Thy coming
and welcoming Thee, never again to part."
The Rev. J. W. DANCE closed with prayer.
On the morning of Thursday a rich feast was provided for the
Lord's waiting people, through his Spirit sp'eaking in and out of the
aged Mr. J. J. PENSTONE, who opened the blessed subject of the
day, "The Marriage Supper of the Lamb," taking us in thought to
another conference, that of the Water-gate in Nehemiah's time, when
there was great weeping as the people heard the Word lof God.
"Was it not wonderful for them, in Nehemiah's time," said Mr.
PENSTONE, "to be told that the joy of the Lord was their strength 1
But the Lord was looking into the future, and J ehovah was to
afford His Son joy, and His strength was to be theirs in Him.
God not only clothes us with righteousness, but He makes us
partakers of His home love. 'Come and rejoice with Me in My
joy,' He says, and so the note struck in Nehemiah's time is sounding,
still, and will sound. His peace has never caused a rume to meet
the eye of God. Therefore the wondrous character of the revelation
is that, not only does He make known His joy to fill our hearts
to rejoice in Him, but He has given us, in our pathway through
this disturbing world, His own peace. Does not this pass all understanding 1 He not only makes us the subjects of this marriage
supper, but He calls His guests unto it, and there we shall know the
Father's smiling face, and the full satisfaction of His heart at His
Son's joy, who is His Father's delight. This is the consummation,
the joy of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost in that wonderful
scene. Then, and not till then, shall we know the full perfection of
the whole counsel of God, and be satisfied in awakening in His
image."
,
Some precious words in praYf\r by the Rev. R. CORN ALL, and some
remarks by the Rev. W. B. DOHERTY, were followed by a choice address
by the Rev. W. FRITH, upon the Bride and the time of her
Espousal. Space forbids any lengthened account of Mr. FRITH'S
address, and how he showed the Bridegroom has the choice of the
Bride, and this present dispensation is the interval of her espousal. "The
marriage is the culmination of the Church's faith and hope. Not
much is said in Scripture as to what the marriage supper is to be,
but it is a blessed fact to anticipate all along the pathway of the
pilgrimage. Everything that is requisite is provided for her presentation in due form, as in the case of Eliezer doing all for Rebekah
until he presented her unto Isaac, and of King Ahasuerus for Esther.
Those thus called can cherish this hope of expectancy that 'maketh
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not ashamed.' We know not when it will terminate, but we know
the certainty of the end of His espousal-marriage. We are to be
like Him, we al'e to be glorified. His purposes are to be His
Brid~'s, His will hers,
His desire hers.
The process now is
preparation, education, culture. Heaven is a prepared place for a
That is the explanation of His absence now.
prepared people.
'I go to prepare a place for yon.' No failure, no disappointments.
It is fraught with comfort, and no power can sever your union
created in grace. He will never forget His promise. He will never
forfeic Hill word, and you have an anticipation which can never be
nullified. He is coming to re'.leive His Bride unto Himself."
After Colonel MOLESWORTH, it was no small joy to those present
that dear Mr. ORMISTON, who had been spared to convene this the
thirty. fourth Annual Clifton Conference, was so far restored in health
as to be able to give a few choice words in closing our happy gathering.
He recalled the time when, seventeen years ago, he was, in the
providenc~ of God, called upon to convene the Conference, as successor
to the IHe Rev. S. A. WALKER. "There appeared to me," he
said, c, great solemnity, sublimity, and glory as I entered the cloud;
but the graciousness with which the Lord spoke the word of promise of sufficient strength bade me go forward, relying upon Him,
and He has sustained me in my work all along, and to-day I stand
here because of His loving providence. What the future of these ConHe reigns. He has all in His sovereign
ferences is we leave.
The lovely
hands of love, and He will do all His pleasure.
unfoldings of the truth by our brethren, each according to· his gift,
have been exceptional and accentuated. We have enjoyed one of
the most blessed conferences I have been privileged to bring together.
Brotherly love has united Ul;t. There has been no jarring sOLlnd, but a
SW8l't realization that the Lord is in this place. and that has made it,
to many souls, as the very gate pf heaven. We have been lifted up to a
higher plane of communion with God, and great refreshing has been given
us. May the Lord then grant us to walk delicately. High spiritual
places are both blessed and perilous. You aud I remember the words
of the inspired Poalmist, • He maketh my feet like hinds' feet, and
setteth me upon my high places.' There are some precious and lofty places
given us sometimes in our pilgrimage, and if He make our feet as the
hind's feet, whicb, while she scales the high places, is known to be
the most suref'ooted of animals, we shall be safe and happy' in our
high places."
May these words be verified in our experience as again we separate,
and the strength, joy, and edification imparted at this time abide witll
us many days; tbe Lord keeping our hearts waiting, longing, and
expecting the fulfilment of His promise to come for His beloved Bride.

R.
AMONG all created excellences none can be borrowed more fitly
representing Christ than that of light. And is it not Christ that decks
His Church with supernatural beauty, and makes it indeed a comely
world, called out of the world ~-A1'Chbishop Leighton.
2 x 2
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PASTORAL NOTES.
THE TWENTY-THIRD PSALM.
"The Lord is my Shepherd,. I shall not want. . . . Surely goodness
and mel'cy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I shall dwelt in
the house of the Lord for ever" (verses 1 and 6).
THE position which this sweet Psalm occupies .in the Book of Psalms
has been particularly noticed. It follows the twenty-second Psalm,
which has been appropriately called "The Psalm of the Cross,"
because it so clearly foretels the Saviour's sufferings upon the cross,
and even some of the words which He uttered there: for example,
"My God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken Me 1 . . . I am poured out
like water, and all My bones are out of joint; My heart h like wax;
. . . My strength is dried up like a potsherd; anli My t~ngue cleaveth
to my jaws; and Thou hast brought Me into the dust of death. . ...
For the assembly of the wicked enclosed Me: they pierced My hands
and My feet. I may tell all My bones: they look and stare upon Me.
They part My garments among them, and cast lots upon My vesture.'~
And this Psalm also precedes the twenty-fourth Psalm, " The'Psalm of
the Ascension," as it may be called, predicting as it does the Saviour's
future ascending glory, and containing the triumphant words, "Lift up
your heads, 0 ye gates, and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors, and the
King of glory shall come in." Whether this position was arranged
intentionally we cannot say, but it may remind us of the important
fact that those who, under the Gospel dispensation, would know the
exceeding preciousness of this sweet Psalm, and the deep significance
of its words, must know something of. the cross of Christ, and of the
unspeakably important work which it has accomplished, providing an
all.prevailing atonement for sin, and bringing the poor prodigal, who
was very far off-reconciled, forgiven, and justified-very near to his
Father. The sinner, trusting in that great work, and thus reconciled,
forgiven, and justified, may take up thp. words of this sweet Psalm in
a. way in which he could not otherwise take them up and use them
as his own, saying in humble and simple, but truly earnest faith,
"The Lord is my Shepherd; I shall not want. He leadeth me . . .
He restoreth my soul . . . my cup runneth over . . . Surely goodness
and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I shall dwell
in the house of the Lord "-that house which is not made with hands,
eternal in the heavens-" I shall dwell in the house of the Lord for
ever."
A REBELLIOUS MOTHER.
"Not so, my fathe?'."-GENEsIs xlviii. 18.
A CHRISTIAN mother, whom I knew well, told me a remarkable
incident in her life. She had a son, an only one, and she doted
upon him with such an intense affection that her very life seemed
to be bound up with his life. Whilst he was still a little child, he
was attacked by a serious illness, and, although everything was done
for him that affection and medical skill could devise, the illness
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continued, and be gradually became worse, until at last his case was
pronounced to be utterly hopeless. Then the mother was almost
beside hersE'lf with grief; and, not content with praying fervently
that her child's life might be spared, in the intensity of her emotion
she threw herself down by the side of her child's cot, and passionately uttered some such words as these: "0 God, Thou shalt not
take away my child! I will not let him go! He must not-he
shall not die! Thou art cruel and not kind, if Thou, who gavest
him to me, now takest him away from me by force. No; he shall
not die! I will not let him die!" Then suddenly awakening, as it
were, to a consciousness of her presumption in uttering such words,
she was horrified, and she sprang to her feet, and looked at her
child. In a moment she saw that a change had passed over him; a
crisis had come and gone; he was evidently better; and, contrary to
all. expectation, he gradually and completely recovered. He grew up,
and attained to manhood; but he was a source of the deepest trial
to his poor mother, and he well-nigh broke her heart.
He was godless and depraved, he would not give the slightest heed to his
mother's admonitions, or pay any attention to her wishes; and, after
going on from bad to worse, he ran away to sea; and the last she
heard of him was that, in an awful storm, he was swept overboard,
and was never seen again. So far as his poor mother knew, he
never gave any sign of penitence or change of heart; and she told
me that she had wished a thousand times that he had died in his
infancy, when it sE\emed as if it was the Lord's will to take him,
rather than that he should have survived to live such a life, and to
die such a death. We fancy, perhaps, sometimes, in our ignorance
and foolishness, that our way is the best, and that our will is the
wisest; but events prove to us after a time-and how much more
clearly will they prove in the great future-that our Father knows
far better than we do what is good for us, and that His way is
always the best, and His will is always the wisest. We may be
inclined to say, like Joseph, when we do not understand our
Father's providential dealings with us, cc Not so, my Father;" but in
the end we shall say-if we do not say it beforehand-CC Thy will,
not mine, be done."
A PROPHET'S COMMISSION.

"In the yea?" that king Uzziah died, I saw also the LO?'d sitting upon
a th1'One, high and lifted up, and His train filled the temple.-IsAIAH
vi. 1.
THE Lord was pleased to teach His people Israel in a variety of
ways, by direct commandments, by manifestations of His presence and
His glory, by His providential dealings with them, by the visits of
angels, and by the teaching of His prophets. He gave them line upon
line and precept upon precept. Does He not similarly teach His
people now ~ Not exactly in the same ways in which He taught Israel,
yet still in a variety of other ways. By His Word, by the influences
of His Holy Spirit, by pastors and evangelists, by His providence, by
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the counsel of Christian brethren, perhaps also sometimes by dreams,
and "thoughts from the visions of the night, when deep sleep falleth
on men." In ever-sa-many different ways He teaches His people still,
and" who teacheth like Him ~" Oh for grace to listen more and more
attentively to that precious teaching, and to profit by it! Alas! too
often we have to lament our dulness of comprehension, our slowness
to learn by it, and our repeated forgetfulness of it. In the case of the
people of Israel, for the purpose of still further arresting their attention and compelling them, as it were, to learn, the Lord' sometimes
made His servants the prophets become object-lessons to them, representing in their own persons truths which He would teach them, and
facts which should come to pass. Thus the prophet Ezekiel had to
lie first upon one side for three hundred and ninety days, and
then upon the other side for forty days, whilst he had before him a
representation of the city of Jerusalem besieged, and lived upon a
peculiar kind of food and drink measured out to him with exact
measurement; this was a sign to the people of Israel, and a representation of what was about to happen to them and to their city. So
the prophet Isaiah had to walk naked and barefoot for three years as
a sign of what the king of Assyria would do to the people of Egypt
and Ethiopia, in whom the people of Israel vainly trusted and believed
in as being able and willing to help and deliver them when they turned
away from the Lord their God. The commissions of the prophets
were consequently by no means always pleasant and easy, and some··
times they were extremely unpleasant and difficult. The prophets at
times required special preparation for their commissions, but that preparation the Lord was pleased always to give tbem according to their
need. Thus the prophet Isaiah was permitted to see a vision of
heaven, with the King of kings sitting upon the throne of His glory,
whilst his train filled the temple, and angelic seraphs procla.imed
His greatness, and the whole heaven seemed to be profoundly
moved. The prophet mentions the time when this wonderful
vision appeared to him, namely, "in the year that king Uzziah died."
He men Lions this, in all probability, Dot merely to fix: the date, but
because it presented a remarkable contrast to his mind. Uzziah was
one of the greatest kings that reigned in Jerusalem. He reigned for
the long period of fifty-two years, and during the greater part of that
time he was very prosperous. He was "marvellously helped," we are
told, "till he was strong;" his name spread far abroad; and as long
as he sought the Lord, the Lord made him to prosper. He subdued
the surrouoding nations, and he compelltd them to become his
tributaries j he strongly fortified his cities, especially his chief city
Jerusalem; he had a mighty and well·trained standing army; he was
exceedingly fond of husbandry, and he de."oted a great deal of
attention to it, apparently with considerable success. How happy and
prosperous he might ha ve continued to be r But when he was at the
very zenith of his power and greatness, "his heart was lifted. up to
his destruction," and nothing would content him but usurping the
office of a priest, and offering incense in the house of the Lord. In
vain did the high priest and a large number of the attendant priests
endeavour to dissuade him from his rash intention, he would not
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listen to them, but he forced himself into the house of the Lord,
threatening them with deatb, Josephus tells us, if tbey continued to
oppose him, and there he stood before the altar of incense with a
censer in his band. But in a moment, as he stood there, the wrath
of God came upon him, and the awful disease of leprosy appeared in
his forehead. At once the priests rushed forward to turn him out of
the house of the Lord, and he himself, feeling that he was smitten,
hastened to go out. Unhappy man! Thenceforward he was practically
deposed from his monarchy; he had to leave his royal palace and live
in a small retired house; his son J otham assumed the rAins of
government; and, after lingering for a time in a mi,erable state, Uzziah
died a leper's wretched death; and he was buried, not in the
sepulchres of the kings, but in a common field adjoining, and probably
not with the funeral of a great king, but with one more like that of a
pauper. What a lesson for those who wish for power, and fame, and
wealth! If their wish were granted, it might prove to be to them far
more a curse than a blessing, or an immense disadvantage rather than
an advantage. These incidents seem to have made a deep impression
upon the prophet's mind; perhaps they reminded him of the instability
of earthly greatness, and the weakness of human nature; and then,
when the vision of heavenly glory and of the Lord of Hosts was
vouchsafed to him, he was so overcome with profound emotion, and
humbled in the dust, as it were, with a sense of his unworthiness,
that it seemed at first as if he was unfitted rather than fitted for
his commission; but this was the very means which the Lord Illade
use of to fit him for it" and to enable him effectually to fulfil it. What
reason has the Church of God to be thankful from that date to the
present for the fulfilment of that commission; for the noble declaration
of the truths of God, for the sweet and comforting promises, and for
the wonderful and glorious prophecies which that great prophet was
enabled to proclaim.
D. A. DOUDNEY.
Hastings.

WARFARE AND REST.-Well, but all this is warfare-work, and all that
makes the Christian's career a combat is but the short preface to the
glorious experience of eternal rest; it is the breeze, and sometimes
the north wind, that wafts Uil to the haven, and while wilderness
anxieties and perplexities keep us in a state of perturbation, mark, they
go not with us beyond the skirt of the desert; they are but shadows,
so cannot pass with us through J ol'dan'·s deep waves. Well, then, the
warfare ended, hail, everlasting rest. There will be no disquietude in
heaven. This delightful word" Rest," will be realized in full enjoyment,
and all confusion will be at an end: How blessed the anticipation to
the weary, weather.beaten traveller; peace instead of perturbation,
repose instead of excitement; sin unknown, the Saviour well-known;
a mansion of bliss instead of "the house of merchandi8e." Singing of
mercy! mercy! instead of grasping at money I money! A serene scene
after a stormy passage, and a peaceful haven after a rough and tedious
voyage.-Geol'ge Cowell.
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THE PORTRAIT.-THE REV. A. A. ISAAOS, M.A.
OUR portrait this month is that of a veteran standard-bearer in Ohrist's
army, while it is also that of one of our own oldest and best loved
friends. The Rev. ALBERT AUGlJSTUS ISAAcs was born in Jamaica, in
the year 1826, at Berry Hill, a coffee plantation, of which his father was
the proprietor. He was sent to England at an early age for his education, which he received under the Rev. Dr. SMITHERS, at Maze Hill,
Greenwich. At the completion of his earlier studies he returned to
Jamaica, whence, however, he returned to England in order to prepare
for the ministry. Upon the wise advice of the late OANON OARUS,
Mr. ISAACS entered Oorpus Ohristi Oollege, Oambridge, where, by his
high Ohristian character and consistent life he soon won the confidence
and esteem of his instructors.
The Oambridge Prayer Union was
originated by him during his first year's residence at the University.
During his entire course he taught in the Jesus Lane Sunday School,
and acted as a member of the committee. In his Oollege he successfully
organized several efforts in promotion of foreign Missions. An earnest
desire to enter the Mission field himself possessed his mind at the
time, but the Lord did not see fit to open a way for its gratification.
Having taken his degree, he was ordained for home service on Trinity
Sunday, 1850, his first curacy being that of Peterborough.
In
1852, Mr. ISAACS was appointed an Association Secretary to the
London Society for Promoting Ohris'tianity amongst the Je-vs, and
was called to London the ensuing year as one of the Society's Olerical
Secretaries. It was about this time he married the eldest daughter
of the Rev. J. M. JOHNSON, rector of Scoulton, Norfolk, and a niece
of LORD BERNERS, who died in 1856. Five years subsequently, he
married the eldest daughter of the late Rev. T. H. OAUSTON, Vicar of .
Highgate, and niece of LORD LILFORD. It was during the five years
above mentioned that a visit was paid by Mr. ISAAcs to the beloved
land of his fathers, the fruits of which remain to this day in two
deeply interesting volumes, A Pictorial Tour in the Holy Land,
and The Dead Sea. The engravings which adorn his pages were
made from photographs taken by the author himself-at a time when
facilities now enjoyed by "Kodak" artists were unknown. An
S.P.O.K. volume entitled, The Scripture Topography of the Holy
Land was edited by his pen. Again his knowledge of photography was
successfully requisitioned. It should be mentioned that, while visiting
Palestine, Mr. ISAACS purchased a property at Jaffa, with the object
of promoting Jewish agriculture. In 1869 he again went to the
Holy Land. On two occasions he has acted as a delegate of the
Evangelical Alliance, once at a Berlin Oonference, and once at a
similar Conference at New York, For twenty-five years, he held the
laborious, but far frotu remunerative post of Vicar of Ohrist Ohurch,
Leicester, the patron of which is LORD BERNERS. In the midst of a
deust::ly populated and poor district he organized and conducted a
variety of movements for the religious, temporal, and social welfare
of his charge, yet found time to bring to the responsible work of the
Leicester School Board his valuable knowledge and experience. As
an illustration of his popularity, and of the wide-spread influence he
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exerted in Leicester, it may be mentioned that he was placed
triumphantly at the head of the poll at the election of a Board. The
last parochial report published by ~he devoted Vicar of Christ Church
before his leaving Leicester for Bath, states that during the twentyfive years of his incumbency, not less than £25,000 was rl1ised for
Christian work at home and abroad. Surely such results as these go
far to show that a faithful, clear, and uncompromising Gospel
testimony in the pulpi~ is the true secret of Christian liberality and
good works in a congregation; for Mr. ISAACS stands in the foremost
rank or faithful and discrimina~ing preachers of the precious doctrines
of God's grace in the National Church. He is also a bold and
powerful advocate of the Protestant principles which form its vital
foundation, and which alone cons~itute its claim to remain established
by law. The fidelity of God's dear servant to the pure faith of the
Gospel and his consistent adherence to the cause of the Protestant
Reformation have, no doubt, contributed in large measure to bar
his preferment to higher offices in the Church.
In our judgment
it is a grave reflection on the administrators of ecclesiastical patronage
-both Crown and episcopal-that one who~e long career has been
uniformly distinguished for its ability, usefuJness, and fidelity shoulJ
have been persistently ignored and left unrewarded, while the most
valuable preferment has been ostentatiously conferred on men whose
chief characteristics have been avowed hatred of the Reformation,
and unceasing endeavour to countermine the institutions to which it
gave birth. Did we care to do so, we might name scores of notorious
advocates of the errors of Rome and declared opponents of such
Divme doctrines as that of justification by faith only, who have been
promoted to dignities of eminence in the Church by both the Crown
and the Bishops, and by private Patrons also. It is more than time
that legislative steps were taken to secure the laity from the
disastrous effects of the maladministration of pastoral patronage.
As it is, our beloved brother in the ministry, Mr. ISAAcs, is today occupying the incumbency of St. Augustine, Bat~, formerly held
by the Rev. F. PococK-another faithful servant of Christ. No
doubt, the fact that no cure of souls is legally attached to the charge
of St. Augustine, affords Mr. ISAACS opportunities for his frequently
preaching and lecturing in London and the provinces. The calls
upon his willing services are very numerous. Last month he spoke
at the Clifton Conference, and also preached the Conference sermon.
Both his address and sermon will appear, at length, in the official
report of the Conference proceedings.
In addition to the literary work executed by Mr. ISAACS, he edited
the monthly periodical called The Eve1'lasting Nation, a large proportion of the articles and papers being his own. To his pen also the
Biography of the Rev. H. A. Stern, D.D., owes its origin-the
descri!'tion of that noble missionary's sufferings in the cause of Ohrist
in Abyssinia being told with much graphic power. Would that
England's Church possessed many such exemplary pastors as our
dearly-loved brother in the Lord. Mr. ISAAcs has a son in the
ministry, and his daughter is well known for her zeal in missionary
work abroad.
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DEATH OF THE AROHBISHOP OF OANTERBURY.
OUR readers are already fully acquainted with the awfully sudden
circumstances under which ARCHBISHOP BENSON was called away on
Lord's Day morning, October 11 tb. This renders it unnecessary that
we should record the various details of the solemn event. As
Dr. BENSON, however" occupied the responsi ble position of chief
pastor in the Established Ohurch, we recognize the duty, owing
by us to God's truth, that we should register our estimate of the
important ill fluence exercised by the deceased PRIMATE on the Ohurch
.and our counLry, by the administration of his exalted office. This
we feel cannot be more satisfactorily done than by our quoting,
and unreservedly ad opting" the views expressed in the following
article on the ARCHBISHOP'S episcopal life, which appeared in the
pages of the English Churchman last month:THE LATE ARCHBIHSOP BENSON\
In the presence of death personal strifes are allayed, and man is
touched with more than ordinary sympathy with his fellows. This is
right and becoming, and such feelings must command the respect of
all. We yield to none in our appreciation of the circumstances in
which the late PRIMATE has been suddenly called from his stewardship in the important and historic See of Oanterbury. Hard must be
the heart of any person who can withhold a tribute of sorrow for
the widow and family thus bereaved of it distinguished husband and
fathel'. But all this is compatible with an honeit estimate of the
work done by a public man, and of the influence exercised by a
great prelate upon the national Ohurch of which he was tbe higbest
spiritual officer. Sometimes, in these days of lax and undefined beJief
on the one side, and aggressive Sacerdotal ism on tbe otber, there is
a danger lest the truth be suppressed, and human sympathy be made
the means of advancing that which is inconsistent alike with the
Word of God and with the revelation of God's will given in His
Word. Perhaps the life and death of ARCHBISHOP BENSON furnish a
striking illustration of this danger.
It is not with any personal gratification that we strike a note of
discord amidst much harmony on the part of journalists, but we are
constrained to consider the question whether tbe rule of the latest
PRIMATE has strengthened those principles which have m'ade for the
greatness and liberty of England, or, in other words, whether he was
in full sympathy with the reasons which led the English Reformers
to break with the See of Rome. We cannot answer this inquiry in the
affirmative. On the contrary, we regard ARCHBISHOP BENsoN'S work
as of a retrograde character, and in arriving at this conclusion we are
not dealing with small ceremonies or details of ritual, but with a broad
view of the ideal which appears to have filled the late ARCHBISHOP'S
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mind. As first BISHOP OF TRuRo he did much to banish Evangelical
teaching from the Established Church in Cornwall, and a glance at the
state of things now existing there is sufficient to show how effectively
the second and third Bishops have moved in the same direction.
Whatever may be the attractions of personal kindness, or the cha.rm
of the indescribable influence exerted by Dr. BENSON, we are bound
by every solemn obligation to esteem the elimination or suppression
of Evangelical teaching as a grievous offence. It is nothing to the
point that Truro Cathedral was built. We can admire the l'0wer and
energy of one who sets himself to accomplish a difficult task, and to
overcome apparently insuperable obstacles, but we cannot forget that the
raising of gorgeous fanes and the erection of noble buildings have not
always been coincident with zeal for the Gospel or love for the people
of God. Many idolatroLls systems aod the Church of Rome, both
medireval and modern, illustrate and attest the trutl1 of our
assertion. The greatest work of the greatest man could not be
set off against the re-introduction of sacerdotal and sacramentarian teaching rejected and cast out during the progress of the
Reformation.
It is our rule to give our neighbours credit for some degree of consistency. The first BISHOP OF TRURO was essentially a High Churchman (using the term in its conventional sense), and held strong views
of sacramental and priestly power. When he was raised to the Archi·
episcopal chair, we could not expect him to act in opposition to such
views, uuless he were led to avow a conviction that he had been
mistaken in the past. It was, therefore, quite natural that when Dr.
BENsoN singled out one of his predecessors as stimulil.cing his own
feelings, and adding to the dignity of his office, htl selected, not
CRANMER, the first Archbishop of the Reformed Church, nor TAIT,
the latest of the line, but LAUD, the enemy of individual liberty and
the disturber of the national faith. This of itself was sufficient to
indicate the bent of the new ARCHBISHOP'S mind, and although his
appointments in the Diocese of Canterbury have shown greater breadth
than those in Cornwall, it is obvious that the same spilh has been at
work, and that written over the portals of diocesan promotion has been
a clear warning that active Protestants need not apply. If our readers
think of the dignitaries and officials appointed by the late PRIMATE,
further proofs of our assertion will not be required. And when we
pass beyond the limits of the diocese and recall the lamentable
appointment of Dr. BLYTH as Bishop in Jerusalem, we have another
reminder of the unhappy tendency which we are constrained, not of
mere choice, but of necessity, to criticise and to condemn.
But in the life of ARCHBISHOP BENSON there has been something
beyond the mel'e selection of kindred spirits. This could be performed by men of meaner parts, who would not be suspected of any
far-reaching design or great aspiration. These, however, were clearly
traceable in his mode of dealing with great questions. The judgment
upon the Lincoln Case, the answer to the POPE'S letter npon reunion,
and the preparations for the next Lambeth Conference, are marks
which will recur to the minds of thoughtful readers. These indicated
a craving after power-we do not say for himself, but for his ideal
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of the Church-after grandeur of earthly organization, and after a concentr? '"ioTJ. of authority in the See of Canterbury. In all this we trace
the inuuence of the snirit which has made Rome inimical to freedom
and good government,& rather than of that which has resulted in the
liberty and advancement of the English nation. If it ever come to
pass that a candid, not to say rash, biographer reveals the inner
mechanism of AROHBISHOP BENSON'S policy, we doubt not that in
his case, as in the instances of BISHOP WILBERFOROE and CARDINAL
MANNING, some startling information will be given concerning the
ecclesiastical history of England during the last fourteen years.
With the departed, in their unofficial personality, we presume not
to interfere. We review only their public career and actions. If these
have been cast in opposition to Evangelical teaching, we cannot praise
the work that has been done. Some, indeed, may say that we claim
an exclusive position for Evangelical teaching. From this we will not
dissent, and if Evangelical teachers are so weak as to admit that their
differen ~e with Sacerdotalists may be held in suspense, all we can say
is that High Churchmen are wiser in their generation. It is impossible
for both Evangelical doctrines and Sacramentarian theories to be true
or to represent phases of truth. The two systems are fundamentally
and diametrically opposed to each other. Therefore, personal kindness,
courteous manners, and devotional expressions are outside the domain
with which we deal. We can understand the feeling which puts these
into a prominent place, and relegates the tone and tendency of
teaching to a subordinate position, but we cannot adopt it. Ther(;fore,
taking the broadest view of Dr. BENSON'S career, we must not shrink
from declaring that he has moved the Established Church away from
the Reformation; and, although he is not responsible for the acts of
survivors, we can only mourn when we read of lighted candles, priestly
watchers, and repeated communions at Hawarden. A career has been
cut short. We know not what has been stopped, but we doubt not that
great preparations were being made for the Episcopal Conference,
and it is worthy of note that Dr. BENSON'S career, like that of BISHOP
WILBERFORCE, closed at a time of intercourse with the great statesman who
has done so much to further the counter-Reformation movement.

SURELY we need not ask the Church, or a believing soul, "What is
thy Beloved more than another ~" Or if we do, well may she answer,
"He is the chiefest among ten thousand, and altogether lovely," for
He is the light of the world and the glory of the Lord. Let not the
numerous titles of earthly potentates be once admitted into comparison
with these. If we believe David (Psalm lxii. 9), the stateliest things
and persons in the world, being balanced with vanity itself, are found
lighter than it; and shall we offer to weigh them with Christ ~ If we
knew Him rightly, we would not sell the least glance of this light of
His countenance for the highest favour of mortal man, though it were
constant and unchangeable, which it is not. It is ignorance of Ohrist
that rn 11ntain5 the credit of those vanities we admire.-A1'chbishop
Leigi,[un.
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JOHN NEWTON, OF OLNEY.
SOME NEW AND INTERESTING FACTS.
(Continued from page 621.)

OUR readers will remember that the latest letter quoted in our 'Pages
last month had reference to the refusal of the BISHOP OF CHEST~:I{ to
ordain Mr. NEWTON. We remarked, however, that some five years
la.ter-ia 1764-God's dear serva.nt was admitted into the Ministry
of the Church of England at an ordination held by the BISHOP OF
LINCOLN.
The following letters record many interesting facts connecterl with
NEWTON'S exemplary labours at Olney. At page 175 of the Fifteenth
Report (Appendix, Part i.) of the 11 Historical Manuscripts Commission"
we find the following record, which, our readers will note, is dated
early in the year following that of NEWTON'S ordination. The" work"
to which the letter refers was, probably, the narrative of his life, the
preface of which was written by his friend Dr. HAWEIS. In 1767 he
published and issued a volume of Sermons preached by him in I.,,111ey
Church : The Reverend JOHN NEWTON to the EARL OF DARTMOUTH.
1765, February 11. Olney.-" I must confess that the work your Lordship
is pleased to enquire after has been suspended for alm03t a twelvemonth.
I thou~ht my change of situation would have afford,.ed me more leisure;
but it is otherwise. On my first coming here I hoped to resume it soon,
but one thing or other constrained me to postpone it from time to time.
B.efore I made the essay, I had expected to preach extempore, but though
I use no notes in the pulpit, I have found considerable advantage from
writing on my subjects beforehand: this takes up some of my mornings,
and my afternoons are generally spent in visiting the people, tbree or
four families of a day, and so, in course," the history, which in Liverpool
was his main object, is now only subordinate.
" The parish is large, the prospect pleasing and demands close attendance.
Besides, every day brings comething unforeseen of its own. . . . .
"My thanks are due for your Lordshi~'s approbation of my proposal
for a new gallery and for your promised assistance. I hope when it is
carried into execution it will not be found unnecessary. The roads all
round are now extremely dirty, and yesterday was inclining to rain, some
of , our most distant out·hearers could not come, yet I think every seat
and bench in the Church was filled, and some crowded.
"I find great pleasure, and form many hopes in my new attempts to
instruct the children. The number at my first meeting was eighty.nine;
it is now increased to one hundred and sixty.two, and will probably
amount to near two hundred, for some new ones are offered to me every
dll,y. Some come from most of the parishes next adjoining, but the bulk
of them are our own, and amongst these, perhaps twenty or more of the
Dissenters' children, for I receive all that come with their parents'
knowledge and consent. Many of them are very serious and hopeful;
all in general behave well. About a hundred of them come constantly
to Church and sit in a body before the pulpit. I endeavour to win
their attention and affection by books and little rewards, and I began
to"consider this as one of the most important parts of my service. . . .
Too many of the parentfil need instruction, no less than their children;
but either come not to Church, or, if they do, but to little purpose.
But the children go home and repeat what I have been saying to them,
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and show their books. Perhaps some of these artless preachers may be
heard where I should not."
.
This is followed by another, some months later in the same year:Tbe Reverend JOHN NEWTON to the EARL OF DARTMOUTR.
1765, November 19. Olney.-Refusing the offer of an appointment
in America made by Lord Dartmoutb. "Here at Olney. I enjoy a
happy retirement and obscurit.y. I have a probable sphere of usefulness,
and yet [am] not grpatly exposed to tbe frowns or smiles of men. . • .
I am ve"y far from classing myself a scholar. . . . I think the pre.
sident of a college should be, if possible, master of everything, and be
able to lend to all without being under a necessity of borrowing from
any. The design your Lordship has formed is noble and important.
Sorry indeed, should I be to see it laid aside forlwant of persons willing
to engage in it. . . . I should be glad to hear if Mr. Venn inclines to
undertake it."
The ensuing letters, it will be noticed, introduce us to the poet
COWPER, who came to reside at Olney in September, 1767:-

(No.!.) The Reverend JOHN NEWTON to the EARL OF DARTMOUTH.
1766, N ovembel' 7. Olney.-Refers. to the increasing" profanaLion of
the Lord's DI1Y." The shop-keepers are as much engaged on Sunday
mornings as at any otber time. The available justices of the peace
,. discover little zeal for reformation" and would not countenance pro.
posals for it "from a reputed methodist . . . . . This year, by
some omission, we have but one churchwarden."
(No. 2.) The Reverend JOHN NEWTON to the EARL OF DARTMOUTH.
1767, 'September 5. Olney.-" In July I went to Huntingdon with
no other view than to meet Dr. Oonyers. I missed him, but my jonrney
had an effect which 1 little thought of. I called on Mrs. Unwin and
Mr. Oowper in a very critical time. the day after Mr. Unwin's burial,
and, in consequence of that interview, they are now coming, as Mr.
Oowper, I suppose, advised your Lordship, to settle at Olney. The
prospect is very agreeable to us, and the more so, as your Lordship is
pleased to express your approbation of it. We live very comfortably
with our poor people . . . . . . However, it will be very pleasing
to be indulged, without our own seeking, with two such companions as
Mr. Oawper and Mrs. Unwin for we have, hitherto, been without con.
versible and sensible friends, except such as occasionally oblige us with
visits."
(No. 3.) The Reverend JOHN NEWTON to the EARL OF DARTMOUTH.
1767, September 16. Olney.-" Mr. Cowper, and Mrs and Miss
Unwin came bel'e the 14th. Mrs. Unwin has taken a bouse in what I
call the Parade, tbat is on the south side of the Market Place. It is a
small one-especially must seem so to bel', in consequence of that which
she quitted at l:iuntiDgdon,-and at present it cuts a rueful appearance,
having been for a long while either empty or in the hands of very poor
tenants. But we hope, when it is furbillhed up, it will be tolerable
considering the place, as I suppose it will be some time before Olney is
much celebrated for elegant buildings. It cannot, at this season of the
year, be rendered habitable very soon; till then, they will do us the
pleasure to be our guests."

(No. 4.) The Reverend JOHN NEWTON to the EARL OF DARTMOUTH.
1767, October 24. Olney.-" We removed, yesterday, into the Vicarage.
. • I am glad to return your Lordship my immediate thanks
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for so oomfortable an habitation. . • • . I have a great aoquisition in my Huntingdon friends who are still our guests. I know
not where I oould have pioked two more agreeable persons than Mr.
Cowper and Mrs. Unwin. His case (like my own though in a different
way) has been uncommonly singular, and the dispensation he has passed
through has been sanctified to form him into the spirit and mould of
the Gospel in a degree beyond what we usually expect to find in one of
so short a standing in profession."
(No. 5.) The Reverend J ORN NEWTON to the EARL OF DARTMOlJTR.
1767, November 18. Olney.-The beginning of December is fixed
upon to resume the subject of the history. "It will doubtless neoessarily both abridge- and oiroumscribe my oorreapondence, but I do not
think your Lordship will be much more freed from my importunity in
future than in times paat unleas you should command me to forbear,
which I hope you will not. The work appeara, in idea, of so great
extent that I believe I shall be tempted to imitate my lord of Glouoester
in one partioular and to present the public with one volume at a time.
The first book contains what I could oollect or offer, on the period
of OfU' Lord's personal ministry. The second is to be the history of the
apoatolic churches, in which I l;lave proceeded as far aa the·Acts 17, and
is to extend to the close of the first century. To the historical part, I
propose to aubjoin three essays or chapters by way of Appendix. 1. Of
the life and oharaoter of St. Paul oonsidered as an exemplar of minister
of Jesus Chriat. 2. Of the errors and abuses whioh appeared in the
apostolic ohurches. 3. Of the heresies and absurd doctrines propagated
by false teachers in the apostolic days. I think when I have wrote so
far, I shall have materials to furnish out one sizeable octavo, and I hope
to make auch an application to the present times as I go along, that this
volume alone would be some apology for that way of thinking which
the world calls Methodism, if. the Author should be found insufficient to
the whole undertaking, for indeed altogether it is a great one. . . .
. . My amiable guesta are at present from home. Mr. Cowper
has accompanied Mrs. Unwin this morning to St. Albans to oonsult
Dr. Cotton. Her frame is exceedingly delicate and ahe has a variety of
symptoms (though none I hope are yet oonfirmed) which seem to
threaten a oonaumption. The most alarming symptom to me (if I may
dare to oall it so) ia her eminence in the Christian life and spirit, her
temper, her language, her very air seem to indicate an unuaual meetness
for glory, and as together with this, she has every qualification which
one would wiah to find in an intimate friend, I can seldom look at her
without a mixture of pleasure and re~ret. • . . . .
"We have daily new reason to thank YOUI' Lordship for our dwelling, as
well as for the satisfaction you are pleased to express in our accommodation
I shall say no more upon the head of expense, only that it is more than
I deserve.
"On looking over the bills I observe in some less essential articles there
might have been a sparing, and the fault is my own that there was not,
but it waa for want of a part of your Lordship's experienoe in building.
In the article of painting, we pleased ourselves with mahogany doors, &c.,
without being in the least aware that colour was dearer than white or
brown. There ia one line, perhaps would surprise your Lordship namely
for 160 letters in the study 63. 8d. This being no great sum and a little
out of the common road, I did not intend should appear in the bill, but
I forgot it till all was wrote out fair and settled. But perhaps you will
allow me to explain it. If your Lordship had been at the Plantations
in or about the year 1746, and was now to oome to Olney, you would be
sensible of an amazing difference between my situation there and what

688

The Gospel lWagazz'ne.

it is here. I hope I am not insensible of it myself; I hope I never shall
forget it. But my heart is wicked and deceitful; I was willing therefore
to be reminded of it; yea to call in every help. I was willing that all
my friends might remember it likewise, in hopes some of them would
kindly refresh my memory of them should ever be occa~ion. I therefore
ordered the following texts to be painted over the fireplace :" 'Since thou wast precious in my sight thou hast been honourable: but
thou shalt remember that thott wast a bondsman in the lana of Egypt, and
.
the Lora thy God redeemed thee.'
"These sentences, with reference to the places from whence they are
taken, Isaiah 43, 4, and Deuteron{)my 15, 15, constitute the 160 letters
in question I am persuaded your Lordship will think this 6s. !la. well
laid out if it sbould in some measure contribute to the desirable end of
reminding me from day to day what I was, and by what means I am now
undeservedly settled in the Vicarage at Olney. The chimney of the old
part of the house is so much lower than the ridge of the new that when the
wind is either in the northern or southern quarter it is impossible to bear a
fire in the kitchen for the whole house is filled with smoke. As this is
a circumstance that would not well admit of delay I have sent to London
for a tin funnel to carry it to a proper height; if this can be secured, and
the end answered, we shall be quite complete and I would not wish the old
building taken down in my time, hardly if a wish could do it without
trouble or expense."
(To be continued.)

A SONG.
(Suggested by the words of a convalescent Editor, and written by the pen of ...
oonvalescent ContrIbutor.)

"LET us exalt His name,"
Who, on a cross of shame,
Redeemed us from the cruel prince of
hell;
Who by a blood-bought right,
Unlocked heaven's gates of light,
For us-earth-creatures-whom He
loved so well.

"L·t us exalt His name,"
Who ill the scathing flame
Revealed Himself more clearly to our
view;
Who oft allayed our fear,
And gave us calm and cheer,
By His love.whispers, soft as silent
dew.

"Let us exalt His name,"
Who ever is the same,
Whose sweet compassions never,
never fail;
Whose heart of tender love
Was" touched" and moved above,
When we were pain-pressed in this
Achor-vale.

" Let us exalt His name,"
And spread abroad His fame,
Whose arm was bared when our poor
tongues appealed;
Who drew us by His might
From depths as dark as night,
And put "a new song" in our
mouths unsealed.

" Let UII exalt His name,"
Who, knowing well our frameRemembering we were frail as
flowers of MayProportioned our distress,
To our sore feebleness,
And tempered it with mercy day by
day.

" Let us exalt His name,"
And scorn the scornful blame
Of worldling.hearts that know not
Him we love;
Till He, our Saviour.King,
By death without a sting,
Exalts our souls to His bright throne
above.

Iu..
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THE LATE MRS.

HOB~YN,

PART

OF BATH.

n.

THIS month's and some future records of our departed sister's labours
in the cause of Him whom grace had taught her to love, will deal with
her literary contributions. As we observed last month, Mrs. HOBLYN'S
pen was no less remarkable for its power than for its fruitfulness.
She early developed graphic talent, which the Holy Spirit richly
sanctified and consecrated ill the interests of the pure truth 'of God.
She felt a conscielltious dislike for fiction, and, by cultivating
an observant eye, possessed a rich and ready store of authenticated
facts and incidents, which she wove into her Tracts f01' the People with
inimitable art. The original idea of publishing a series of booklets,
illustrative of the operations of the God of salvation in the hearts of
sinners, did not, probably, anticipate so comprehensive an undertaking
But the encouragement Divinely
as succeeding years developed.
accorded to the earlier issues of the Tracts stimulated Mrs. HOBLYN'S
enterprise, and the work grew mightily, until in the end no fewer than
one hundred and fifty numbers of the precious little books were forth.
coming. The world.wide circulation of her booklet, Nothing to Pay,
promoted inquiry after Mrs. HOBLYN'S other works, and we often hear the
Tracts f01' the People spoken of a~ The" Nothing to Pay" Series. Since
the GOSPEL MAGAZINE came under our charge we hlj.ve reprinted a
considerable number of the shorter issues of the Tracts. This we
were enabled to do by the kind permission of Mr. J. O. PEMBREY, of
Oxford, who owns the copyright of the entire series. The dear devoted
servant of Ohrist had but one object in all her writings-to exalt the
freeness of God's saving grace, and to point out to needy fellow-sinners
the one way of escape from the wrath to come. "The whole counsel
of God" was her ever fresh theme; the heights and depths of everlasting
love furnished her with opportunities for the freest exercise of her
remarkable mental powers; while her vigorous perceptive faculties found
a boundless field of study in the multiform dealings of God with both
the Church and the world. Upon the Covenant character and dispensations of J ehovah her own soul feasted with great delight, and to
tell out to others the satisfying fatness of the Father's house was to
her a service of the keenest spiritual enjoyment. She was endowed
with what may be aptly termed sanctified cleverness. A passing word,
or incident, often presented to her active mind a suggestive value
that failed to arrest the notice of others. An illustration of this
useful faculty may be cited. It will serve as an introduction to our
proposed examination of her literary labours. The Tract which we
select as a happy example of her remarkable ability to utilize a simple
incident for the elucidation and furtherance of a Bible truth is one
bearing the title, At Bar. It appears as No. xcvii. in the series. The
manuscript was probably prepared in 1871, the year of the notorious
I, Tichborne" trial.
She wrote:The following circumstance, copied from the daily examination of the
well.known "Claimant's" case, may convey a little useful teaching to a
child· of God. On some statement being made by a. witness, the
2
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Claimant rose to reply; when the Lord Chief .Justice said, "You
must not defend yourself; your case rests with your coultsel, and it could
not be in better hands." The Claimant's answer was, "I know it, my lord,"
and sat down.
The attempt to defend is common to all the world. Adam, led the
way, Eve followed in his track, and since that day it is a native principle
in humanity. When gl'ace enters the heart, conviction of sin is the first
blow laid at this root; and though it is death alone fells the tree, yet
there are incisions made, and branches lopp~d off from time to
time, that prove there is a divine power at work in the heart.
A sense of sin brings down a proud spirit, and makes it cry
out, "God be merciful to me a sinner." The soul humbled by the Spirit
under a solemn sense of what he has done, and what he is, can no longer
defend himself, .Job could not; he said, "Behold, I am vile!" Daniel
said his comeliness was turned to corruption (Dan. x. 8); and Asaph
declared, "I was even as a beast before Thee." When grace met the
persecutor Paul bearing letters to Damascus, to drag the saints that
were in prison to death, the man was humbled in a moment, and instead
of defending himself, he said, "What wouldst Thou have me to do P"
And when the Lord told him, after his conversion, to quit .Jerusalem, as
the .Jews would not receive his testimony, he made this notable answer
in excuse, not for himself, but for his enemies, "Lord, they know that I
imprisoned and beat in every synagogue them that believed on Thee;
and when the blood of Thy martyr Stephen was shed, I also was standing
by, and consenting unto his death, and kept the raiment of them that
slew him:" the mouth of pride and self-justification was stopped, and
this Pharisee of the Pharisees was brought down in humility and selfaccusation before the Lord.
The lesson contained in these few, but weighty words, "You must
not defend yourse7j," God will teach all His people, whose cause He
~raciously takes up, they cannot, they dare not defend themselves.
They have nothing to say, nothing to plead-they have no righteousness to present to God-sin and deserved wrath is all they see; but the
mercy is, that those who cannot and dare not defend themselves, have
an Advocate in .Jesus-" Your case rests with yo~tr Counsel, and it could
not be in better hands." Now this is a blessed fact-All God's people
have Christ for their Mediator, Redeemer, Intercessor, Counsellor, and
Advocate. "He will thoroughly plead their cause." He has engaged to
bring them off more than conquerors, and all He has said He will do.
But though this fact is known to the sacred Three-in-One, who are
engaged to secure the salvation of the whole ChUl'ch, it does not follow
it is known by all the children of God. Many of them as yet are in an
unregenerate state, and do not trouble themselves about it; others, who
are awakened to see sin in their heart, cannot receive the fact that Christ
has undertaken their cause, and will carry them through. There is still
something wanting in addition to the fact, and what is that? Why, it
is the sweet and blessed experience of it in my soul-the comfortable
assurance that my case is in His ha,nds, and He is my Advocate, my
Counsellor. "But how com~s this about?" asks a poor timid child of
God, who wants to know, above all things, that Christ has taken up his
case; for he is fully persuaded, if He has, "It could not be in better
hands."
Well, all the arguments of all the divines that ever
lived cannot satisfy a sinner in the absence of God's testimony.
The letter of the Word will not do it-the reasonings of men upon
the truth will not do it, nothing but Almighty power can p~oduce
this blessed result-to make a sinner leave his cause with the Lord,
in the confidence that He will carry him through. This ia effected
by the power of the Holy Ghost, and man is as powerless in

The Gospel Magazine.

691

producing the experience of the fact as of producing the fact
itself. Both are on a level as far as creature-work is concerned, therefore all appeals to the sinner, to push him into experience of the fact,
are only nnrighteous attempts that undervalue and ignore the work of
the blessed Spirit, whose office it is to bring the great truths of salvation
before the guilt-stricken sinner, and take of the things of Christ and
show them to the soul's peace and comfort. Then they see for them.
selves" their case could not be in better hands." But there are many
difficulties in the mean affairs of this life wherein the f'stab,ished Christian,
finds he cannot do without bis Advocate. The ~ospel zed believer, Lhroul>(h
various causes, is often in the Law Courts-he has usually a case lD hand
that requires Counsel. Embarrassed by [,he thick clay ot the wilde,nf'sB
-with all his well-meant efforts-be fiuds himself in difficulLies be cannot
manage, and in perplexities that are t '0 much fot' hlB shaHow wisdom to
master, so he must needs taktl his case to a Counsellor who has been his
help in days past. There is always something new in every trial, that
gives a fresh aspect to the case; and if faith be not given to meet the
difficulty, doubts will arise as to the issue, and thus the child of God
finds himself still a learner-a broken reed-his stock of faith exhausted,
and, like Sampson shorn of his locks, "weak as any other man." By these
exercises of soul God's people are taught doctrine experimentally; they
find out that their old nature still lives, that faith i~ not at their
command, and that their sufficiency lies in God's sovereignty. A sound
creed is a great favour; but a little sound experience, learnt in
the sc1:001 of heart-discipline. exceeds all head-knowledge; and truly
blessed are the favoured few whom the Spil'it of God thus leads into
the truth.
But now a word upon this noteworthy reply of the Claimant's, "I know
it, my lord." When a poor guilty sinner, by Divine power, is enabled to
commit his case to the Judge of all the earth, with a sweet persuasion
that He will plead thoroughly his cause, and carry him through honourably,
what is the result in the mind P There is peace, trust, confidence, certainty;
and the believer who can say in faith, I know it, has a secret support
while the trial is pending. The language is no longer doubtful-" I know
in whom I have believed, and am per&uaded that He is able to keep
that which I have committed to Him." When the doctrines of grace
are revealed to the soul with a sense of Divine assurance, it is no longer
tortured by dvubt or suspicion; nor is it based upon general views and
opinions that have their foundation in self-strt:ngth, free-WIll, and creature
confidence. "The heart is fixed, trusting in tbe Lord." When God by
His Holy Spirit breaks down a sinner to see his case is desperate, and
enables him in the power of faith to commit it to the sinner's Advocate
Christ Jesus, then according to the measure of faith will be the measure
of peace. When the soul is brought by the sovereign grace of God to
surrender his case to Jesus unreservedly, v.ith a pelsuasion it could not
be in better hands, and the free acknowledgment is, "[ k'toW it, my Lord,"
tho heart is at rest j for, saith the Word, •. Thou wilt keep him in peri'ect
peace whose mind is stayed on Thee." Here we see the blessedness of
faith in its happy results j though it is the saints' mercy tLat their
success does not turn upon the measure of their faith, but u1'on the
wisdom of their .Advoc~te; "So the pOOl hath hope, and iniquity stoppeth
her mouth." The Lord's peo)Jle must be tri. d, and the trial u1 th. ir
faith is un belief, whereby they are led lnto doubt aDd distrust. But
the case proceeds just the same j the Advocate does not regard the
doubts and fears of His client, but brings up the witnesses, and pleads
the cause. To such poor tremblers, when the case succeeds, and judgment
is given in their favour, what a gracious surprize it is to them! They
never thought LLet they should win the day, and liIain the cause: "If
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God should make windows in heaven might such a thing be," was the
unbelieving language of their heart many a time. They did not dare to
hope, and "hope deferred maketh the heart sick; but when the desire
cometh, it is a tree of life." And so the Lord's dear tremblers have
found true in every al!:e; for when liberty, assurance, and a sweet sense
of interest in a pre<Jious Ohrist are made klwwn to the soul, it seems
too good to be true, and the language of the Psalmist is the expression
of their feelings, "When the Lord turned again the captivity of Zion,
we were like them that dream; then was our mouth filled with laughter,
and our tongue with singing. The Lord hath done great things for us,
whereof we are glad."
1 JOHN ii. 1.
" THOU sinner's Advocate with God, " Speak, Lord, and let me find Thee
My only trust is in Thy blood,
near,
'fhou all-atoning Lamb;
0 come and dissipate my fear!
The virtue of Thy death impart,
Declare my sins forgiven;
Speak comfort to my drooping
Return, Thou Prince of Peace;
heart,
return,
And tell me all Thy name.
Thou Oomforter of all that mourn,
And guide me safe to heaven."

It has already been noted that Mrs. HOBLYN was a diligent and
wise visitor among the poor, and that many of her tracts are based upon
actual conversations held during her kind visits.
One of the earliest
issues found in the booklet series is one bearing the title, Long Betty
-it, indeed, stands No. IlL in the first of the six volumes which
embrace the 150 narratives. As, probably, some of the more recent
readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE have not perused it, we append it
in full. In her pleasantest spirit she writes:" Now, tell me," said I. drawing my chair close to an old lady much
a:lRicted in body, "how did God begin to work upon your soul, and open
your eyes to spiritual things P"
,. I date the first dawn of heavenly light to the circumstance I will
relate to you; but you must bear with my roundabout story," said the
old lll.dy, "and from it you may gather that great blessings have their
rise in very small beginnings. We hll.d a servant who lived with us
mauy years-a faithful creature, beloved by us all. Her name was
Betty, and, be~ng very tall, my father used to c"11 her Lon~ Betty.
Time rolled on, and Betty f,,11 ill, and became so old and helvless, that
my father, much against his will, had to part with her; but a neat
lodging was taken for her near our house, and she was daily visited by
some of the family. It was my mother's wish that everything at our
.table that was nice. and suited to an invalid, should be carried to her
after dinner by myself, or one of my sisters. I accordingly went, as
was our custom, and when I entered the cottage where she lodged, two
men belonging to the village followed me in; one was a tailor, the other
a cobbler. I ran up·stairs to Betty's room, and said,'" Here, Betty, I have brought you some nice dinner that mamma
has sent you; but, only think! J ones, the tailor, and Bennet, the
cobbler, have followed me in, and are standing in the passage. What
in the world do they want he1'e P,
" 'Oh, Miss,' said Betty, 'they are come to read and pray with me;
they are very good men·, and they visit me every week.'
" 'Read and pray with you I' said I, in amazement. 'Betty, I hope
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yllll WOlI't ll110w Lhem to do any such thing; that is thc work of miniaL('l"R,
noL llollr iKllomnt men like tailors and cobblers.'
... AN for Lh!~L, Miss,' said Betty, 'the parish is so large, ministers
havo nil time to visit any but dangerous cases, which mine is not, and
thOle delLt" meil have peen a great blessing to llle. Since they have
viltittld me, I have felt my need of a Saviour, which I never did befm'e.'
.. 'But surely these poor men could not have taught you anything,
atty P' said I.
.
.. • No, Miss,' she replied, 'it was the Spirit of God that brought what
they said right into llly heart, and made me feel what they said was
true. They talked to me about sin, and God showed me my wickednes~ j
and they talked to me of Jesus, and God made Him precious to me; It·
was all God's doing.'
,., Oh, Betty,' said I, 'do not trust yourself to these poor men;
depend upon it, they will lead you astray. I suppose they belong. ~o
the chapel in John Street. I will see the minister, and ask him to VISIt
you.' The sound of footsteps was heard on the stairs, and I said,
• Betty, are these men coming up to see you P'
... Yes, Miss,' she answered, 'they are.'
.. , Then I'll go,' said I, rising as I spoke.
'" Oh, pray don't, dear Miss Jane!' said Betty.
" 'What will they do, Betty P,
" 'They will read and pray.'
.. 'And must I kneel down when they pray P,
.. , Oh, yes, to be sure you must, Miss.'
"By this time the two men were in the room. I sat gently down to
hear it all out. One read, the other prayed-but oh, such a prayer!
They left-so did I. When I returned home, I ran into the library,
where my father was sitting alone, reading. He threw down his book
as I entered, and said pleasantly," 'Oome, now, Miss J ane, give an account of yourself. Where have
you been all this time P,
.. , Papa,' said I, pulling my chair close to his, 'I have been to see
Long Betty, and I carried her some dinner.'
.. , That's a good girl,' said my father j 'and how did you find her P'
.. , Oh. just the same she ever is; but such a curious tbing happened.
I met Jones and Bennett there; you know, the tailor and the cobbler
who live in the village; they are very good men; they go to J obn Street
Ohapel, and they visit Betty every week, to read and pray with her.'
" , They don't, really!' sald my father, with an air of good.humoured
sllrprise.
" • Ah, but they do.' I replied, 'for I heard them.'
'" Well done!' said my fatber.
• Why, Miss Jenny, you never
stayed to hear the cobbler preach and the tailor pray P'
" 'Bllt I did, papa, and I never heard such prayer in all my lifeso earnest, so humble, it went right into my heart-and I f.,lt as if
none of us knew the way to pray as that man did. I am sllre no
minister ever prayed better.'
" 'Miss J ane, there may be two opinions about that,' said my father.
'" You would agree witb me. dear papa, if you had heard him,' I
replied. 'All the time he was praying, I felt that poor man knew
something more about the inside of religion than any of us knew;
and as I walked home, I thought I shOuld very much like to go to
John S~reet Ohapel, and hear wnat kind of a preacher these men have.
I told Betty I would ask the minister to visit her.'
" , No, no,' said my father, 'you mus I, not think of that, J ane, for r
well know your mother would not hear of it; the cobbler's reiigion
would not please hel·.'
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"u pon this, I left the library and sought my mother. I repeated
to her all I ha.d said to my father, and as I concluded, she ex·
claimed,", You nasty little canting Methodist! to think that I could not let
you go as fa.r as Long Betty's with a bit of dinner without your falling
into all this mischief!'
-" • Mamma,' said I, • Betty is in the right way for heaven, so are
these men. I feel assured we-everyone of us-are wrong, and I
mean to go and hear this preacher, and see if I can't be set right. I
am quite sure none of us have got sufficient religion to take us to
heaven, and we may die any day, and then there will be no help
for us.'
"When Sunday morning came, I told my father and mother I would
go to chapel. I was a spoiled child, and allowed to have my own way.
My father called this • Miss Jane's freak,' and, during the week, had sent
for the tailor and the cobbler, ordered a suit of clothes for my brother,
and a pair of shoes for each of my sisters and myself. When I went
into chapel, I saw both of these two good men recognised me as a friend,
but the preacher and the preaching soon arrested all my attention. He
was a simple, earnest, humble man; what he said seemed to come from
his heart. He spoke of what he had tasted and handled of the WOl'd
of Life, and I feLt a secret drawing to all he said, and a wish to be like
the people who were what he described; but that was all; and a few
weeks sufficed to make me forget all about it.
.. Months rolled bn; I caught cold, fever ensued; for some days m.y
life was despaired of. I was aware of my danger, and horror at the
thoughts of death fell upon me. Oh, the agony I endured as I lay
upon that sick bed no tongue can describe! Sunday morning came.
I beckoned my mother to my bedside, and, in a whispel', told her I felt
..,ery ill.
I know it, my darling,' she said,-' I know it but too well,' and her
tears fell on my hand as she spoke.
". I am afraid I shall die,' I continued,' but, oh! what is to become
of my soul? I'm not fit for heaven-I'm not pardoned!' My mother
wished evidently to interrupt me, but I would not 'let her. 'Mamma,'
I said, • there is only one thing you can do for me-send to Johnstreet Chapel, say I am dying, a poor unpardoned sinnel', and
ask the minister to pray for me.' My mother did as I wished, the
serv~,nt was seut with the message, and things in the household went
on as usual. The day wore on, I hardly knew how; the nurse went to
provide some nourishment for me, and I was left alone. But how can
I describe what followed? I have often thollght since of tha~ passage
of Scripture, 'The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the
sound thereof, and canst not tell whence it eometh, and whither it goeth;
so is everyone that is born of the Spirit;' for I coulel compare the
influence that passed over me to nothing so accurately as a gust of
wind: a sudden, a divine feeling rushed into my heart with such a mighty
power, sucb. a subduing influence, that I was as conscious of the entrance
of the Spirit of God into my soul as I ever was since of Bny event in
my natura.llife. New feelings. new affections, new views seemed to break
in upon me in a moment: 'Old things had passed away, all things had
become new.' When the nurse l'eturned, I asked her the hour, and I
felt assured it was just about the time the minister was offering up
m'ayer for me. Heaven knew of the answer as well as myself; sure I
:a.m there was joy among the angds over a repenting sinner. Slowly I
recovered, and then the strife began in my family. I soon saw I had
got that in reality which they had only in name, and a fierce persecution
bellan i but, before lon~, the le~ven svread, and the WOl'!c of the Lord
U •
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was made manifest in both my parents, and, at a later period, in my
sisters. Troubles many and heavy I have had-loss of property, husband,
children, friends, and now, within the last three months, total loss of
sight. In fifteen months I have endurQd torture from l'emedies used in
hope of its restvration-such torture that at times my mind has almost
failed me," and here the old lady covered her face with her ha.nds for a
moment, and withdrawing them, she raised her sightless eyes upward,
and exclaimed, "0 my Father, wilt Thou not teach me 'to say, Thy will
be done P"
"THE FAMILY.
"THERE is a family on earth,
" But 'tis the King who reigns above,
Whose Father fills a throne!
That claims them for His own;
But though a seed of heavenly
The favour'd objects of His love,
birth,
And destined to a throne.
'B
To men they're little known.
' u t wh en t h e K'mg H'ImseIf was
" Whene'er they meet the public eye,
here,
His claims were set at nought;
They feel the public scorn;
For men their fairest claims deny,
Would they another lot prefer?
And count them basely born.
Rejected be the thought!'
"No; they will tread, while here below,
The path their Master trod;
Content all honour to forego,
But that which comes from God."
(To be continued.)

THE ROOK OF SALVATION.
WONDERFUL thought! Jesus the Surety is become my sin-I, His
Righteousness. He has atoned for all my transgressions; all my
iniquities were laid upon "Him "-all, whether already committed, or
which may in future be committed. Even that which still sleeps in
my veins, as a germ in embryo, has lost its culpability because it has
already received its desert in my Representative. No ungodly thought
can be excited in me which did not lie upon my Surety.
The whole sum of my guilt and crimes stands registered in that
hand-wri.ting which the Saviour nailed to the cross; and if I through
grace am one of His members, who in heaven or earth might dwell
more safely than I, or who more quietly await the appearing of the
great J udge ~ If Christ had left one of my sins unatoned for, the_
whole of His sufferings would not have availed me, since one transgression renders me not less liable to eternal death than a thousand.
It was therefore necessary to atone for all or none. The precious
blood of God's eternal Son will decide the lot of us all. It will come
upon us either in the way of eternal vengeance or eternal grace. It
will either descend upon us to cleanse us, or upon our heads eternally
to condemn us. Then, dear child of God, sink weeping upon the
heart of the mighty Saviour, and embrace His feet. Flee into those
wounds, which you inflicted upon Him; There, there is your City of
Refuge; and bury all your burdens beneath His cross, and hear those
words, "I, even I, am He who blotteth out thy transgressions for Mine
own sake, and will not remember thy sins,"-.Krummacher.
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REMINISCENCES

OF THE CLIFTON CONFERENCE.

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-The Clifton Conference, now over, has been indeed lI.
feast to all of us who have been privileged to attend, and I
think we have all been unanimous in declaring it to be the best ever
held. The sweet and sublime subject, the varied and choice ways in
which it has been dwelt upon, each speaker presenting a fresh Godgiven view, and the loving unity which prevailed throughout the
place, in memory and heart-the gathering altogether was a bright,
'sunny green spot in this life's chequered and changing wilderness, a
little foretaste of the heaven to come, when together we shall
rejoice and be glad in the marriage of the Lamb.
On looking back, the soul revels in the glorious visions enkindled:
whether we think of the Rev. TALBOT GREAVES' glowing and eloquent
address upon the Bridegroom, the "altogether lovely," based upon the
Scripture, "He that hath the bride is the bridegroom" (what a world
of security is embodied in that assurance, the Bridegroom possesses and
claims!) or whether memory dwells upon the venerable nonagenarian
GEORGE MULLER, and his touching testimony to his many years'
experience of the faithfulness of the "precious, precious, precious
Jesus," in tones which moved many of us to tears; or the other
gifted children of God, who portrayed with such power the
inexhaustible and inexpressible beauties of the Bridegroom and His dealings; or if we reflect upon all that was said, the second day, upon the
Bride, "black but comely," her sinful nature, her lost condition, her
renewal by the power of the Holy Ghost, and her reception into the
glorious condition of Bride, the high responsibilities and claims upon
her love and praise, so exquisitely treated by the various speakers;
or if we meditate upon the glorious triumph theme presented for the
last morning's consideration, the culmination of joy, the marriage of
the Lamb, we are lost, in each instance, in wonder, love, and praise.
Surely this gathering will not leave us spiritually just where it
found us. Our eyes have been opened to behold "wondrous things,"
and as each fresh vision was unrolled before us-visions beyond, and
yet beyond, gleamed in the far distance-visionR very dimly
discerned, since " eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, nor heart
perceived what things God hath prepared for those who love Him."
Earth and sense "seem all no more," when in the atmosphere of
heaven; but loath as we are to descend from the rapturous gaze-from
the land of Beulah-yet, hastening on as we are daily to the marriage
feast, we feel more and more how necessary and urgent it is to be
walking worthy of the high vocation to which we are called; "for
the Bridegroom is coming soon, soon, soon," as dear Mr. MULLER
said, "and we shall go forth to meet Him." Then, much as we
have heard of Him, and much as we are blessedly privileged to
know, yet, we shall exclaim, as one speaker said, with the Queen of
Sheba, "The half was not told me."
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Many of us were impressed with the beautiful thoughts upon the
rent veil given by Mr. PENIlTONE and yourself. What large fields of
suggestive thought and imagery! and oh, what a completeness in the
very wording of Holy Scripture, proving more and more its verbal
inspiration!.
..
These Clifton Conferences are happy, happy seasons, not alone in
the rich feasts from the platform, but in the meetings and greetinga.
of so many of the one family who assemble to hear. What will it be
to be there at the great conference above 1 If so sweet here, what
will be
"The endless joy of reaping,
The Bridal Feast above P"
We trust the Clifton Conference may be continued, by the good
providence of our God, for many years to come. Thankful indeed
were we to hear you again, dear sir, and to hear the record of the
gracious faitbfulness of Him who never fails, but fulfils all His promises,
in sustaining you through the onerous and anxious duties of convening
for the same number of years as dear Mr. WALKER. That He may
spare you to preside over many more, is our earnest prayer. The work
entered upon with fear and trembling has been abundant in blessingt
proving again the truth of the assurance, "He that goeth and wcepeth,·
bearing.precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing
his sheaves with him" (Psalm cxxvi. 6). Only in the fulness of joy
in His presence will you know the richness and the largeness of the
reaping.
Very sincerely yours,
13, Ohesterfield Road, Bristol, October 14th, 1896.
ANNIE POOL.
BROTHERLY LOVE.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
My very dear and beloved brother in Him of whom God the Father
declared, in sending His Son into the world, c'This is My beloved
Son, in whom I am well pleased:" Oh, the blessedness, then, dear
brother, of being "a man in Christ." The Apostle (doubtless in
reference to himself) says: "I knew such a man (whether in the body
or out of the body I cannot tell: God knowetb); how that he was
caught up into paradise, and heard unspeakable words, which it is not
lawful [margin, possible] for a man to utter. Of such an one will I
glory: yet of myself I will not glory, but in my infirmities." ]!'or it
is no small mercy to be well freighted, and kept humble under a daily
sense of them, or we might well fear, sooner or later, being lllft to
make shipwreck of our faith. Not so of a God-given faith, for that
is impossible, seeing it is written, "They [the Lord's peor-:eJ shall
go from faith to faith," "from strength to strength;" and hence,
"The righteous shall hold on his way," "endure unto, the end," and
be "saved with an everlasting salvation," according to covenant engagement between the glorious Three-in-One.
This brings me back to my salutation point, the blessedness of
being "a man in Cbrist." This is my hearfelt desire and earnest
prayer, dear brother, on yeur behalf, as well as others who take part
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with you in the coming Clifton Conference: that each and all may
realize such an outp'mring of the ever-blessed Spirit's anointing, if His
blessed will, as even, in some measure, to enter into the Apostle's bliss,
" Whether in the body or out of the body, I cannot tell." "What a
glorious sQ.bject-or rather, subjects~God has given you grace once
more, to choose for the ensuing Conference, dear brother-" Bridegroom
-Bride-and Marriage of the Lamb." 1, Yes, "Altogether lovely."
2. Yes, "Black, but comely." 3. Yes, yes, "Let us be glad and
rejoioe," "And crown Rim Lord of all." I have found it very sweet
to meditate this morning on the various Scripture referenoes: all, all
seem to speak with one voice, "Ye are complete in Him." "And not
only so, but we also joy in God through our. Lord Jesus Christ, by
whom we have now received [as the old divines put it] the At-onement." And now, as our dear Saviour Himself hath said, "That. they.
all may be one j as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that they
also may be One in Us." And," At at that day ye shall know
that I am in My Father, and ye in Me, and I in you."
And now for a personal testimony. Yes," I know a man in Christ,"
whom I dearly love for the truth's sake, and for the many lifts by the
way. His precious portions from time to time in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE have been much blessed to the comforting, strengthening, and
encouraging of my faith ,e in Him," whereby I know that I have
"passed from death unto life, ,because we love the brethren." For,
"He that loveth not his brother abideth in death." Oh, my dear
brother, religion with me seems to get into a smaller compass day
by day, even to be "found in Him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of
Christ, the righteousness which is "-God-given, God-honouring, Godglorifying-" by faith." Indeed, all may be summed up in three words:
1, Application. 2. Appropriation. 3. Apprehension.
.
1. The Word in power, as "applied" by God the Holy Ghost; and
in brief, as dear HART writes"When to me that blood's •applied,'
'Tis then it does me good."
2. "Appropriating" faith to say with the same author"0 my Jesus. Thou art mine,
With all Thy grace and power;
I am now, and Iiball be Thine
When time shall be no more."
3. And thus I, with the Apostle, " Not as though I had already:
attained, either were already perfect" (otherwise than by faith):
•• but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am
apprehended of Christ Jesus. Brethren, I count not. myself to have
apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which
are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, I
press ~oward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ
Jesus," and thus "lay hold of the hope set before us in the Gospel."
I am condensing matter as much as possible, dear brother, that I
may not trespass too much on your heavily-taxed time and strength.
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No wonder your "sword" keeps so bright, for it seems never to be
sheathed. Well, the time will assuredly come, when with the Apostle
you shall say, "I have fought a good fi~ht," &c. "Yet not I, but the
grace of God that was in me," &c. Oh how many times it has been
in my heart to write you. "To will, indeed, was present with me,
but how to perform I found not." Many infirmities of old age are fast
creeping upon me, and I have been quite laid aside for some time from
my loved Master's work, so far as preaching is concerned. Very deaf,
like dear old Dr. DOUDNEY, and eyesight very perplexing-must close
one eye to get a focus.
No one is ever more present at the Clifton Conferences in spirit. But
my heavenly Father has at all times seen fit to stay me at home, from
one or another cause; and instead thereof, give me at times, in no
small measure, the spirit of grace and supplication for His choicest
blessings to rest upon the Conference. And this, done" in secret" before
the Lord, has many a time been "proclaimed on the housetop," on
reading from time to time the published Reports of Conference, which
again please kindly send me.
Yours affectionately in Him,
Reigate, Septembe1' 6th, 1896.
CALVIN MARTIN.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-Once again I am able to send a letter to let our friends
know that the Lord is still blessing the work. The times are getting
more and more evil, but it cannot be long; our Lord is coming
quickly; meanwhile may His children contend very earnestly for the
faith once delivered to the saints. I am very sorry to say that I am
unwell in health. May I ask our friends to remember me at the
throne of grace, that it may please our God to restore me, if it be
His will 1 Most of our friends know that I am a confirmed invalid,
but for some time past. I have been failing, and am now very weak
indeed. A sense of the value of earnest prayer inclines me to mention
this personal matter.
FROM FRANCE.

In a work like this it is difficult to trace results; our friends the
sailors are here to·day and gone again to·morow, beaTin~ away with
them the precious seed of the Word, the fruit of our sowing, to be
reaped by another in due season. Although we cannot speak of any
definite result that has come under our notice in connection with your
books, yet we are convinced such valuable testimony as they contain
can never be lost. I had the pleasure of giving copies of Old Jonathan
and the Young People's Treasury to some Italian emigrants, who were
en 1'oute for New York, and whose children could read English: they
were delighted to get them, and I trust these silent messengers may
win their way to many hearts. With sincere thanks for YOU1' kindness
in remembering our work for the Lord~
Praying God to bless your labours, I remain,
Yours in Christ Jesus,
ANN EVERARD BRIDER.
1, Wilton Place, Salisbury, October 6th, 1896,
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
A;. GREAT impression has been produced throughout the country by
the extremely sudden death of the ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY. Whilst
on a visit to Mr. and Mrs. GLADSTONE, at Hawarden Castle, and whilst
attending the parish church there, he was suddenly taken ill, and in
a few moments passed away. It must have been a great shock to his
venerable host and hostess, although the latter appear to have borne
it well. The ARCHBISHOP had only just returned from a visit to Ireland,
where he had received a very hearty welcome, and where he had
delivered some striking addresses, which appear to have been listened
to with special attention, and to have made a deep impression upon
large gatherings. He seemed at that time to be in the best of health.
Who would have thought that he would have been so suddenly and so
soon called away 1 His remains have been interred in the great
cathedral at Canterbury, a fitting place, one would suppose, for the
interment of an Archbishop of Canterbury; but, singular to state, he is
the first Archbishop who has been interred there since the time of the
Reformation. Many Roman Catholic Archbishops have been buried
ther~, but not one Protestant Archbishop; and Roman Catholic pilgrims
to Canterbury have been heard to say, that "a Protestant Archbishop
never would be interred there, because St. Thomas would not allow it! "
How solemn such a sudden call! In a few moments-nay, perhaps
practically in a single moment-without any immediate premonitory
warning, the thread of life snapped, and 'earthly engagements, interests,
toils and cares, all ended for ever! Happy event for a true believer,
but an awful event for an unbeliever. ,. Blessed are the dead which die
in the Lord: Yea, saith the Spirit, for 'they rest from their labours and
their works do follow them."
AFFAIRS in Turkey are more unsatisfactory than ever. The poor
Armenians are still persecuted, illtreated, robbed, and massacred in
the most shameful way, and the remonstrances of the European
ambassadors have no more effect upon the SULTAN and his satellites
than if he and they were mere wooden images. Meanwhile this un
worthy sovereign is evidently preparing a rod for his own back. It
is said that "the whole system of his Government is completely out of
gear. The Porte has ceased to exist. The Ministry survives only in
name, and the Government, if the present state of anarchy can be dignified by such a name, is in the hands of the immediate entourage of
the SULTAN, in the innermost apartments of the Palace, while those
who are nominally responsible for the government of the country are
occupied under the orders of the SULTAN in fabricating excuses for this
monstrous condition of things, and for the horrors which from time to
time outrage the cOllscience of the civilized world. A Minister said
that at this crisis, when the whole fabric of State is tottering to its
downfall, hours, and even days, are spent at the Palace in drawing up
long reports on events which took place weeks ago, and which have

The Gospel Magazz·ne.

701

long since ceasod to be of the slightest importance. No Ministers ever
see the SULTAN, no one-not even a Turk-who may be brought into
contact with a foreign Embassy, has the slightest weight in the Councils of his Mlljesty. Even lZZET BEY has been superseded by the
Sheikhs and the eunuchs of the harem. The SULTAN, it is true, consults
the eunuchs, but does not follow their advice. In fact, the SULTAN
listens to no mortal man, and nothing but fear for his own ,personal
safety will move him." This condition of things cannot long continue.
So weak a State must fall to pieces from its own weakness; and if
only the chief European Powers could agree upon a definite and determined course of action, its fall would be speedy.
GREAT hopes have been based upon the visit which the young
TZAR and TZARITZA of Russia have just paid to Rer Majesty the
QUEJ£N, at Balmoral, and to Paris, and some of the other chief capitals
of Europe. The French people seem to regard the TZAR of Russia
much in the same way as the people of Israel of old regarded the
king of Egypt, namely, as a potentate whose friendship, if once
secured, would preserve them from many ills, and relieve them from
the consequences o£ their own folly. Oonsequently, they received the
TZAR and his yonng wife with the most frantic demonstrations of
enthusiasm and joy. What they seem to imagine is, that having
secured him as a faithful ally, they can defy the power o£ any other
opposing state or states, and that they will be able to take advantage
of the first favourable opportunity which may present itself, and
retrieve the great disaster which befell their armies at Sedan, and win
back their forfeited provinces of Alsace and Lorraine. N ever was a
people, probably, more completely mistaken. Why should the TZAR of
Russia so interest himself in the affairs of France, that he should
risk the lives and resources of his subjects for the purpose of wiping
out her historical disgraces, and retrieving her past disasters 1 He
might, perhaps, readily unite with France in some great undertaking
which might be for his own benefit as well as for hers, she bearing
her full share of the risk and cost; bnt the idea o£ his engaging in
any great undertaking in an utterly unselfish manner, solely for her
benefit and not for his own, can only be a dream of French imagination. O£ course, occasions might arise when the interes'ts of France
and Russia might be identical, and when either might be truly glad
to have the other as an ally; but even i£ such occasions did arise,
the close union of two such powerful nations as France and Russia
would probably arouse the jealous fears o£ othe.r nations, and raise
up fresh enemies against them. In addition to these hopes, and
perhaps with far more reason, other hopes have been raised by this
Imperial vil'lit, namely, that the young monarch and his consort .may
have been brought to realize the deep feeling which exists throughout
the chief countries o£ Europe, of shame and indignation at the infamous manner in which the SULTAN'S poor subjects, the Armenians,
have been treated, and the cry which has been, aroused that the
reign of injustice, cruelty, and. barbarism, personified. in the. Ottoman
,Empire, ought speedily to be put an end to.' If that young monarch
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and his consort have been brought to realize this, there may be
some reason to hope that they will no longer use their great power
in frustrating the practical expression of that feeling, and the response
to that cry, but in furthering them. Then we may see surprising
changes for the better in the East.
O~E of the most successful military expeditions of modern times
has just been brought to a satisfactory close, namely, our expedition
to Dongola. It had to contend with exceptional difficulties in the
shape of cholera, violent rain and wind storms, and excessive heat;
and it was composed chiefly of native Egyptian troop3, who, it might
be feared, 'would be no match for the wild and fanatical levies of
the Dervishes; but after the early sharp fight at Firket, when the
British officers had, for the first time, to lead into battle the native
regiments which they had trained, the daring of the fierce warriors
of the desert seems to have been checked, and step by step, slowly
but surely, our expedition has advanced, until the fairest provinces of
the Soudan have been rid of their cruel oppressors, and have been
placed completely under our control. The satisfaction of the natives,
who have long bitterly groaned under the treatment which they have
received from their Mahdist masters has been manifested in the most
pleasing manner; they have not only assisted our troops, and given
them the heartiest welcome everywhere, but directly they perceived
that they were victorious, they settled down with happy contentment
and confidence to cultivate their fielJs, and to re-cultivate lands which
had been left barren and uncared-for for years. Two remarkable
incidents are mentioned in connection with this successful expedition.
After the Dervishes had been defeated and were in full flight, it was
• observed that whenever our cavalry threatened to charge them, they
gathered closely around their women and children; and it was
discovered that they did this not merely to protect the latter, but
also to protect themselves, because they knew that our cavalry would
never attempt to attack them at the risk of hurting their wives and
little ones. And when the last fight was over, the few tents which
were available were given up to shelter the Dervish wounded; and
the British and Egyptian officers were seen protecting themselves from
the burning rays of the sun as best they could, while their wounded
foes enjoyed the shelter of their tents. A leading newspaper, commenting on these remarkable incidents, says:Consider these two incidents of the war, and note how much they
signify. The savage enemy-pitiless himself to all alike-never sparing
age or sex in his raids, had marked the tenderness of the English leaders
towards the women and children, and actually made this strange new
sentiment a refuge and protection for themselves, The curious spectacle
of the defeated hordes averting cavalry charKes by crowding l'ound their
families recalls the historical anecdote of CAM:BYSES marching against
the Egyptian city with an army of cats-the saOl'ed animals-in front
of his spearmen. But that was strategy; this is Christianity, chivalry,
the self-restraint of the strong and victorious, making its example
famous. The other occurrence must be absolutely unparalleled in the
annals of the Nile. Never before had Baggaras or Dongolans seen such
an object.lesson of mercy in triumph as that, under a burning sky, their
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conquerors should turn out of their comfortable tents to give the
shelter of them to the very foemen who had been fiercely contending
against them and fallen wounded: We shall not wonder if deeds of
manly compassion like these-simple and obvious as they will seem to
the gallant gentlemen who showed such conduct towards the wounded
Dervishes-may produce even a deeper impression on the people of the
Soudan tha.n the irresistible military skill of the English commanders
and· the successful valour which· they have inculcated into the once
despised and feeble fellah.
.
THE French have, so far, gained nothing and lost much by their
unwarrantable seizure of Madagascar. The state of the island is sa.id
to be deplorable, and becoming daily worse. Missionaries, writing from
the capital, say:-"A great change has already come over the island.
The country is in a state of rebellion. There are some loyal
families and some loyal districts, but there are many who aTe disloyal, and who are opel11y opposing the Flench. Before this country
is quieted there will have to be a very large increase of French
troops, and another expedition will have to be carried out, if not,
indeed, the civil authority displaced by the military. On August 20,
the London Missionary Society's sanatorium at Ambatavory was
destroyed by fire. A few weeks ago a large village where we
lunched before we came into the capital was utterly destroyed, and
half of the Isoavina London Missionary Society's station, two and a
half hours' distant from here, burnt down. A number of churches in
Arivonimamo, where Mr. JOHNSON was lately murdered, have also
been burnt by rebels. We have been in serious danger for several
nights. One night we were all called up at three a.m., an attack
being imminent. It is dreadful that, ten months after the French
occupation, the country is in almost every way in a worse condition
than before. At one mission station wherein some traders had sought
protection, an armed mob of 1,500 men for three days and three
nights besieged the station. During the attack two hundred of the
besiegers were shot. When the means of defence were just being
exhausted, a troop of French soldiers (who had marched thirty-two
hours without rest in order to reach the spot) appeared, and the
rebels fled, only, .however, to plunder and destroy elsewhere."
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Heart Cheer for Home Sorrow. By the Rev. C. BULLOCK:, RD., Editor
of HOrM Words, &c. T1).ird Edition. London: Home Words Office.
A CHOICE collection of prose and poetical pieces from many authors,
likely to comfort and cheer the bereaved, the desponding, and the
afflicted.
Tourist's Guide to the Continent. Edited by PERCY LINDLEY. London:
30, Fleet Street, E.C.
THIS is an extremely handy and cheap guide to the Continent, published
by the Great Eastern Railway Company. It gives a large amount of
useful information, and it is illustrated by good maps and pictures.
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Objections to Foreign Missions. By the Author of Fm'eign Missions
and Home Galls. London: Elliot Stock.
The Mission Gall. Missionary Facts and Gleanings. By the Rev.
W. S. W ALSH, RA. London: Home Words Office.
IN the first of these excellent little books the common objections
brought forward against foreign missions are well answered; and in
the seoond a large number of striking missionary faots are arranged
in a concise form, ready for use by preachers and speakers. The
highly-esteemed BISHOP OF OSSORY says in a Preface to the latter
book:Those who have often to speak or preach upon the missional'Y subject
have frequently wished' for some brief collection of facts and information, which would suggest a series of reliable references of which use
could be easily made in the pnlpit or on the platform when required.
It is often difficult to obtain these without search and consequent incon.
venience j and time and opportunity are thus lost, which otherwise might
have been instantly and effectually used. . . . . I can strongly recommend its use to those who, like myself, have often felt the need of such
.assistance in pleading the cause of Christian missions.
The facts recorded in this book prove in a very forcible manner
the great need which there is for missionary work, and the blessing
which has been vouchsafed to it in many different lands; its value
also is attested by many independent witnesses, whose testimonies are
here given.
'
Rays of Sunshine fm' Every Home. By JOHN W. KIRTON, LL.D.
Author of Happy Homes and HO1/) to make Them, &c. London:
Ward, Lock, and 00.
PLAIN truths and wise hints for home-life. For example, on "Bringing out the best things" in the home, we read, "How often do we
hear the remark, that such and such a shopkeeper' puts his best goods
in the front window' so that he may obtain the reputation of keeping
a good assortment 1 By doing this he hopes to secure an advantage
to himself and to benefit his customers. Why should not the same
principle be applied to our daily habits at home? How much joy and
gladness might be shed across the pathway of the family, if each one
would be always intent upon showing their best side, instead of their
worst side, from day to day!"
The Early Days of Queen Victm'ia: a Gift for "the Queen's Year." By
the Rev. OHARLES BULLOCK, RD., Editor of Home Words, &c.
London: Home Words Office.
IN~ERESTING anecdotes of the Queen's early life, published in a cheap
form, and nicely illustrated.

How does God prove His love 1 Has He only told us so 1 He has
sent His Son to die for us; and He sends His Holy Spirit to convince
of sin, and to lead to Christ as a Saviour. If we knew ourselves as
transgressors, we could not be happy a single moment without.knowing
.
how God delighteth in mercy.- William Howels.

