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u \\rbo comforteth us in all our tribulation. that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble. by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of GOd"'-2 COR. i. <f..

SAVED!
"According to His mercy He saved u8."-TITUS iii. 5.
IT is a wondrous thought that while GOD'S attribute of justice would
have been glorified in the condemnation and eternal misery of His
people, considered as sinners, all His attributes are glorified in their
salvation. In the vicarious sacrifice of the LORD JEsus-the Church's
Sin-bearer-we behold all the demands of all the perfect qualities in
the Godhead abundantly met. Just as all the iniquities of the entire
host of the elect were made to meet on the crucified LA~fB of GOD (see
Isaiah liii. 6, margin), so in Him all the holy attributes of an unchangeable JEHOVAH were centred and satisfied. The cry of the expiring
REDEEMER, "It is finished!" referred to the whole counsel of GOD, and
to every aspect of the Divine character on which that counsel was
based. As we gaze believingly on the offered LA~IB we unite with the
Psalmist in his adoring exclamation, "Mercy aIj.d truth are met together; righteousness and peace have kissed each other" (Psalm lxxxv.
10). As one, writing on these words, has well said: "Mercy and
Peace are on one side, Truth and Righteousness on the other. Truth
requires Righteousness; Mercy calls for Peace. They meet together on
the way: one going to make inquisition for sin, the other to plead for
reconciliation. Having met, their differences 011 certain considerations,
not here particularly mentioned, are adjusted; and their mutual claims
are blended together in one common interest; on which Peace and
Highteousness immediately embrace. Thus, Righteousness is given to
Truth, and Peace is given to Mercy. Now where did these meet 1 In
CHRIS1' JESUS. When were they reconciled 1 When He poured out
His life on Calvary !" It is on this moral ground, on this equitable
fourtdation, that the faith of an awakened soul finds rest and enjoys
liberty. The atonement of CHRIST, alone in the universe, answers the
anxious question, "How can a man be just with GOD 1" The shed
and sprinkled blood of the SPOTLESS ONE, who, in grace and law, took
the place of guilty men, righteously obliterates all the claims of justice
against the believer-whose sins and iniquities can, therefore, now be
remembered no more. How marvellous a Gospel truth it is that our
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GOD can be just and yet be the Justifier of those rebel-hearted children of Adam, who, by faith, flee to CHRIS']' for refuge. " I, if I be lifted
up from the earth, will draw all men unto Me." Oh, what glorious
exampl()s of this fact the history of the Church has afforded, and is
constantly affording! We are warranted in the belief th'l,t a neverceasing flow of poor undone sinners into the fold of salvation is taking
place, and that there is not a moment's break in the joy of the GREAT
SHEPHERD of the sheep over repentant seekers after His compassion
and forgiveness. "Unto Him shall the gathering of the people be."
The quickening operations of the HOLY SPIRIT, and His office of glorifying the ascended SON' of GOD, continue day and night throughout
the world.' There can be no failure where grace, and omnipotence,
and the will Divine act harmoniously together. CHRIS']' seated on
His FATHER'S throne, is the AUTHOR of eternal salvation to all them
that obey Him.
The salvation, of which the ascended SAVIOUR is the fount and outflow, is no Cherith-like brooklet, no fitful stream whose supplies fall
short when the heat and burden of the day are at their, greatest, and'
the wayfarer's thirsty soul is fast ebbing away. No, verily. For
salvation is JEHOVAH'S masterpiece. All that GOD is, and has, enters,
immediately or remotely, into the vast scheme of saving us sinners
from the wrath to come, and making us sons and daughters of the
LORD ALMIGHTY. It is this fundamental fact which gives solidity and
certainty to the heart of the believer in CHRIST JESUS. Salvation is
wholly of the LORD-in its origin and acquisition, in the choice of its
subjects, in the application of its benefits, and in its eternal fruition.
FATHER, SON and HOLY SPIRIT are one in all the counsels of salvation. The Divine motive underlying the plan of our Covenant
salvation, namely, GOD'S own glory, supplies a finality to the plan
which pacifies every fear and doubt that can arise in the mind of the
self-conscious, self-condemned sinner who hopes in GOD'S mercy, and
desires to fear His holy Name. It is here that the free-will Cl Gospel,"
preached in thousands of our modern pulpits, stands condemned by
the truth of' GOD. There is no element of finl:\lity, or certainty, in
man's "Gospel." Salvation is made to depend on conditions to' be
fulfilled by the poor, helpless, dead sinner himself! Assurance of the
soul's everlasting safety is, therefore, an jmpossibility under the
" Gospel" of man's free-will; whereas, the blessed truth that" according
to His mercy He saved us "-as the inspired Apostle wrote to Titusis full of consolation and good cheer. We cannot too emphatically
insist on this important difference between truth and error. It is
much to be feared that very few of our latter-day preachers dwell with
due insistence on the finished aspect of the grace-calling of GOD'S
people. The practical result is that many unquestionably Christian
members of the Churches exhibit instability in presence of abounding
religious erro,r, and fall easy victims-for a season-to the specious
Arminian delusions propagated by the twin systems of Romanism and
Rationalism. Were the Holy Scriptures-Old and New Testamentsmore habitually expounded in our congregations, instead of the delivery of profitless disquisitions on mere ecclesiastical, social, and
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scientific subjects, the pernicious influence of SacerdotalisIll. would be
less successful than it is in leading souls from CHRIST to Antichrist.
One of the chief needs of our times is distinct Biblical instruction, ;
and a more definitely doctrinal setting forth of the way of salvation.
The "Evangelical" pulpit has departcd very far from those methods
of presenting the Gospel which distinguished the preaching of GOD'S
Word by ROMAINE, NEWTON, BERRIDGE, WHITEFIELD, and their contemporaries. Free, sovereign, effectual grace was the key-note of their
message, while, the absolute claims of the Law on the helpless sinner
being faithfully asserted, the stricken conscience was pacified, and a
realization of soul-liberty was the believer's enjoyed portion. A present
and perfect acceptance in CHRIST, as the Righteous One, instead of a
precarious conditional relation to Him on the part of the seeking soul,
was Scripturally proclaimed. Consequently, the Christians of a hundred years ago were remarkable for spiritual robustness and intelligence,
with which the professing people of GOD to-day contrast far from
favourably.
Oh, beloved in CHRIST, there is nothing that can really "stablish,
strengthen, settle" us, as believers in Him, like a simple, humble
reliance on' the infallible declaration of our GOD that "accorJin,q to His meTcy" we are saved-yes, aTe saved! The" Horn of
Salvation" is the risen CHRIS'I', who loved us and gave Himself for us.
Looking off unto Him alone, by childlike faith, we possess the unchangeable privilege of knrrwin,q that we "shall not be confounded"
(1 Peterii. 6). When our adorable Substitute died on the cross,
He made "an end of sins" (Daniel ix. 24)-all the sins that were
divinely imputed to His spotless Person. He redeemed us from all
iniquity. The one object of the sacrifice offered on Calvary was to
reconcile us to GOD, in righteousness. " CHRIS'L' also hath once suffered
for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bTing us to GOD"
(1 Peter iii. 18). And by convicting us of sin and giving us painfully
to acknowledge our condemnation under the Law, the SPIRIT of life and
grace disposed us to cast ourselves wholly on the efficacy of the atoning
blood of the cross. Thus made nigh by the blood of CHRIST, we are
enabled to see that the grounds of our acceptance are eternally unalterable because they are eternally righteous and just. We comprehend, with joy unspeakable, the finality and fixity of CHRIST'S salvationwork for us, as set forth in the Scriptures, "But ye aTe washed, but
ye aTe sanctified, but ye (tre justified in the name of the LORD JESUS,
and by the SPIRIT of our GOD" (1 Cor. vi. '11).. In CHRIST-GOD and
MAN-everlasting salvation is personified. In the heart of the SPIRITtaught believer is implanted a grain of grace, the nature and tendency
of which i's to iuroot itself in the Person of CHRIST. That is salvation.
The" things which accompany salvation "-including the ever-changing
frames and feelings of GOD'S frail people-must never be confounded
with salvation itself. 'fhe latter, so far as justification and acceptance
are concerned, is oqjective, while the" things that accompany salvation"
are largely subjective-within ourselves.. Yet, it is much to be feared
that many of the LORD'S" little ones," who re:)'!ly believe in Hiin, fall
into the mistake of relying for comfort and assurance on internal
3F2
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evidences. Now, the fluctuation of such experiences is too uncertain
a foundation on which to build habitual hope and consolation. How
such a mistaken method of obtaining rest and assurance contrasts
with GOD'S own blessed way, for He has ordained peace for us on a
no less certain foundation than His very oath! " Wherein GOD, willing
more abundantly to show unto the heirs of promise the immutability
of His counsel, confirmed it by an oath,. that by two immutable things,
in which it was impossible for GOD to lie, we might have a strong
consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before
us" (Heb. vi. 17, 18). Surely, the word and the oath of One who
cannot lie is ,a sufficiently strong foundation for our" little faith" to
rest upon! Solemn, indeed, is the alternative -for" he that believeth
not GOD hath made Him a liar, because he believeth not the "ecord that
GOD gave of His SON. And this is the record that GOD hath given to
us eternal life, and this life is in His SON. He that hath the SON
hath life; and he that hath not the SON of GOD hath not life" (1 John
v. 10-12).
May the trembling members of the FATHER'S living
family be, therefore, lovingly led by the SPIRIT, the COMFORTER, to
bow before this plain, simple, authoritative declaration made by the
GoD of salvation, and to cease from giving heed to the whisperings of
unbelief and to the fleshly reasonings which SA'rAN persistently encourages within their hearts! The victory that overcomes SATAN is
faith, but the victory of SA1'AN over us is unbelief! To give the lie to
GOD, in our hearts, is the master stratagem of the devil. Oh, brethren
-tempted and troubled-let us beware of his devices, and" give no
place to the devil" (Ephes. iv. 27). Since we have no other refuge
but the LORD JESUS, whom the FATHER in His mercy toward us has
exalted to His right hand a Prince and a Saviour, let us rest complacently on His infinite merits, and hold fast to the certain truth of
the Gospel, "Wherefore He is able to save them to the uttermost that
come unto GOD by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make intercession
for them" (Heb. vii. 25). Such" unfeigned faith" honours His holy
character and brings glory unto His great Name. Oh, be it ours to
feed continually on that truth which is the portion of all who love the
LORD JESUS CHRIST in sincerity-" According to His MERCY He SAVED us/"
THE EDITOR.
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How often have the strong fallen, and the weak stood. We read
of young King Edward VI. that when the Emperor sent to him
desiring that his sister Mary, afterwards Queen of England, might
have liberty for the Mass in her house, this young prince did stand
out against that temptation, when all, his council was for it; yea,
when that good man, Bishop Cranmer, and that other holy man2
Bishop Ridley, did yield thereunto, and pressed the king to it, insomuch as the king did break forth into tears, desiring them to be
contented; whereupon the Archbishop Cranmer took his schoolmaster,
Mr., Cheke, by the hand, and said, "Ah, Mr. Cheke! you have such
a scholar that hath more divinity in his little finger than all we
have in our whole bodies."-W. Brid,qe, 1684.
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"Now tIJhen He was at Jerusalem at the Passover, in the feast day,
many believed in His name, when they saw the miracles whi h He did.
But Jesus did not commit Himself unto them, because He knew all
men, and needed not that any should testijy of man: for He knew
what was in man."-JoHN ii. 23-25.
AT one of the Bible Readings held last month, in connection with
the Clifton Conference, a speaker quoted those words of the Evangelist,
John (ii. 23-25): "Now when He was in Jerusalem at the Passover,
in the feast day, many believed in His name, when they saw the
miracles which He did. But Jesus did not commit Himself unto
them, because He knew all men, and needed not that any should
testify of man: for He knew what was in man." The reference was
made mainly to the word" commit," in the passage, and the speaker
employed it as though it taught that the believer committed himself
to Christ. This view seemed to the writer of these "Notes" to
invert the teaching of the Evangelist's words, and he ventured to
present the matter in an opposite light. The few observations made
by him on the occasion commended themselves to some of the Lord's
pef!ple present, and, as the subject has remained on the writer's
mind, he has felt led to look into it with prayerful minuteness.
The subject is a very precious one, well calculated to encourage
faith in the Lord Jesus, and to lead the soul into nearer fellowship
with Him. If only the Holy Spirit "take" of the things of Christ
here recorded, and "show" them unto us, our meditation, like the
Psalmist's (Psalm civ. 34), will indeed be "sweet," and we shall find it
fruitful in blessing.
Let us consider, in connection with this Scripture (a) the Miracles of
Jesus; Cb) the Nature of the Faith professed by those persons who
beheld them; (c) the Distrust of Jesus in the Profession of that Faith;
and (d) the Spiritual Lessons which the entire passage of Scripture
sets forth for our learning.
Ca) The Miracles of Jesus. Not one of the four Evangelists records
these particular miracles wrought by the Lord Jesus at Jerusalem. As
one has said, a whole world of wonders may be wrapped up in the
23rd verse of our chapter. The miracles of Christ were designed to
show forth "His glory" (John ii. 11), for they externally confirmed
His Messianic claims. Although they converted not a sinner, yet they
left the beholder of them without moral excuse for his rejection of
Christ's claims. Many persons who saw the wondrous works which
Jesus did, believed in the bona (ides of His miraculous powers, while
they despised and rejected His office as the Saviour of sinners. It
was thus, for instance, in the case of the rulers of the Jewish Churchthe High Priest and the learned members of the Sanhedrim, as we
read in the Gospel of John (xii. 47): "Then gathered the chief priests
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and the Pharisees a council, and said, What do we 1 for this man
doeth many miracles." It is clear that those persons were convinced
of the genuineness of the worders of power and mercy wrought by
the Lord Jesus, yet they hated Him with a bitter hatred, and sought
to put Him to death.
They believed in His miracles, but they
believed not on Him / Miracles, indeed, possess no virtue to convert
'the. sinner. They serve, however, to attract and .direct . attention
to him Wh,O works them, and .externally attest the genuineness of his
Divine mission.
They are credentials which even the natural man
can appreciate, and we may say of them all, as the Apostle Paul
said of the miraculous gift of "tongues "(1 Cor. xiv~ 22), "Wherefore
miracles are for a sign, not, to them that believe, but to them that
belie'1;e not."
(b) Now let us consider somewhat more closely the Nature of the
Paith professed by those persons who beheld the Miracles of Jesus-in
the instance recorded by John. in his Gospel. It is said, "Many believed on His name when they saw the miracles which He did."
Now, there are various descriptions of faith besides that true faith
.which is unto the salvation of the soul-that faith which is " of the
operation of God"· (Col. ii. 12). That God-bestowed, inwrought faith
is a :permanent grace. But. there is a faith which is only temporary,
as we read in the parable of the sower, "They on the rock are ,they,
whiqh, when they hear,receive the word with joy j and these have
.no root, which for a while believe, and in time of temptation fall away"
,(Luke viii. 13). Their faith was only a natural persuasion of the truth
of t!:le Gospel. "The root of the matter" was absent. Our blessed
,Lord had many such hearers and believers in the days of His earthly
The miracles of Christ were Seen to be incontestibly
ministry.
genuine" and their quality verified His great power. Their effect on
,the natural minds. of many of the beholders was to lead. to' a confession
of confidence in the power of J esns-to heal, for instance, and even
to raise the dead. In Apostolic times such a faith often led to a profession of discipleship by public baptism. The case ,of Simon, the sor,cerer, exactly.explains this natural faith-a faith based on the external
·evidence of miracles. "Then Simon himself believed also j and when
,he was baptized, he continued with Philip, and ivondel'ed, belwlding the
miracles and signs which Wl-1'e done" (Acts viii. 13): Yet the Apo~tle
:Peter presently declared that this professed believer was really a
:stra~ger to that faith which is "of che operation of God," and did
"not hesitate to tell him to his face that his heart was" not right in
,the sight of God," ,and that he was still "in the gall of bitterness, and
in the bond of iniql\ity " (Acts viii. 21-23). Peter did not put any
confidence in the religious profession of such a believer ! His faith
was merely a natural apprehension of the truth of the" miracles and
,sign!)" wrought by Philip the Evangelist. Such, too, was the faith
,.of 'thqse persons at ,Jerusalem who witnessed the miracles performed
:therE) by the Lord Jesus. Alas!· the Christianity of multitudes in our
.ch~rlJhes to·day is nothinghetter than this, nothing deeper than this.
,O)lrist" ,u,s .aSaviour, is not· the object of their trust.'
..
; Ce), Is·.it wonderful, ·t:hen,'chat the Divine Sea1'CMr ofhtarfs
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distrusted the profession of Faith made by these persons? -" But Jesus
did not commil Himself unto them." No, He knew all men-therefore, these men, "and needed not that any should testify of man;
for He knew what was in man." He knew that there was only natural
faith in those professing believers. What a revelation we have implied
here of the Lord's ways with His own humble-hearted, believing
disciples!
In their case He does commit Himself-He enters into
intimate confidences with them, and makes Himself known unto them.
This experimental -truth' is one which only the spiritually-minded man
can understand and enjoy. "How is it that Thou wilt manifest Thyself unto us, and not unto the world 1 '? was a question of old put to
the Lord Jesus by a babe in grace. Such knowledge is too wonderful
until it be personally realized! Then it becomes a joy unspeakable
and full of glory. The secret is explained to the heart in the language
of Christ to Judas (not Iscariot), "If a man love Me, he will keep
My words; and My Father will love him, and we will come unto
him, and make oui' abode with him" (John xiv. 23).
Holy confidences between the Lord and His obedient believing ones are here
divinely promised.
Natural faith has no part or lot in this sacred
matter. Jesus" did not commit Himself" unto natural-faith believers
at Jerusalem, and He has never done so to such. "But to this' man
will I look, even to him that is poor, and of a contrite spirit, and
trembleth at My word" (Isaiah lxvi. 2). Again," For thus saith the
High and Lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy;
I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite
and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to. revive
the heart of the contrite ones" (Isaiah lvii. 15).
'
The Lord Jesus delights in drawing nigh to the poor in spirit
whose humble faith thirsts for Him and His presence as the hunted
hart pants after the water-brooks. 'l'hat Christ-loving household at
Bethany, where our blessed Master spent frequent seasons of innercourt fellowship with Martha, Mary, and Lazarus, furnishes us with a
bright and encouraging example of the confidence Christ manifests
toward those whose hearts are right and true. John, the beloved
disciple, who lay in his Lord's bosom, enjoyed peculiarly the confidence
of his adorable Lord. The Apostle Peter, as we remember, appealed
to John on a specially solemn occasion to put a question to Jesus,
which he and his brother Apostles shrank from asking (John xiii.
21-26). More than once the Lord Jesus promised His believing
disciples that theJT should be led into a knowledge of His secret
counsels. Indeed, while He was yet with them-shortly before He
suffered-He declared, "Henceforth I call you not servants; for the
servant knoweth not what his Lord doeth; but I have called you
friends; for all things that I have hea1'd o} My Father I have made
known unto you" (John xv. 15). This is the delightful confidence, which
the loving Bridegroom manifests towards His Bride who trusts· in His
love with an upright heart. " Draw 'me, we' will run afti'll' Thee,
The King hath brought me into H1·.~ chambm's,o we will .be glad and
rejoice in Thee; we will remember Thy love more than wine: the
upright love Thee" (Song i. 4). There is profound mel'l,nin,g in that
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saying of the, Baptist's, "He that hath the Bride is the Bridegroom"
(John iii. 29). That possessive little word" hath" is a deep well of
divine truth! It inclu9.es the closest and most confidential communion
with the Church on the part of her glorified Head and Lord. "I
am my Beloved's, and my Beloved is mine." The faith which the
Holy Ghost' implants and nourishes in renewed hearts is full of
attractions for our most loving Lord and Saviour! See how He
admired it in the case of that humble suppliant of His, the Syrophrenician, "0 woman, great is thy faith!" (Matt. xv. 28); and further,
in the Gentile centurion, "Verily I say unto you, I have not found
so great faith, no, not in Israel" (Matt. viii. 10). See how He can
rejoice even in the faith of "babes" (Luke x. 21)," I thank Thee,
o Father, Lord of heaven and' earth, that Thou hast hid these things
from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes: even
so, Father, for so it seemed good in Thy sight." The simple faith
which looks alone unto Jesus-that faith of which He, by the Spirit,
is the Author and Finisher, furnishes Him a resting-place / And,
inversely, such" precious faith" finds its perfect rest in Him. There
is a mutual committing of the Lord and the believer-the one to the
other.
(d) Let us, then, beloved in Christ, seek to learn some of the
blessed lessons set forth in the passage we have briefly considered. And,
first, be it ours to beg more earnestly for that faith, and increasing
supplies of that faith, which is "the fruit of the Spirit" (Gal. v. 22),
and is alone of that quality and nature in which the Lord Jesus
delights. Let us seek to be more familiar with the mind and heart
of our glorified Master as they are unfolded to us in the Scriptures
of truth. There it is that He meets the seeking soul. Did we
more constantly and expectantly search for Him in the written
Word, and meditate upon Him, upon His Covenant offices and
promises, we should know much more of that ineffable experience
of His committing Himself unto us. Within the veil, where He sits
enthroned, and to enter which the precious blood of atonement has
secured us an inalienable right, we come within the blessed limits
of the promise, "And there I will meet with thee, and I will commune with thee from above the mercy-seat" (Exod. xxv. 22). Let us,
by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, make known to Him
all our requests, and prove ever more and more that He draws nigh
to them who diligently and believingly draw nigh to Him. His
countenance is always unveiled towards such as approach Him "with
open face" (2 Cor. iii. 18). Oh for such trust in the infinite efficacy
of the merits of our Lord Jesus Christ th~t we may ever deal with
Him with" open face,"-" with a true heart, in full assurance of faith."
May we keep in practical remembrance that foundation fact of the
Gospel concerning our Lord Jesus Christ and our relation unto
Him "in whom we have boldness and access with confidence by the
faith of' Him" (Ephes. iii. 12). Yes; in Him we possess liberty, and
in Him confidential access through faith-the faith of Him. When
we trustingly plead the suitable promises of His lips, He rejoicingly
fulfils His Word. "This is the confidence that we have in Him, that,
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if we ask anything according to His will, he heareth us: and if we
know that He hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have
the petitions that we desired of Him (1 John v. 14, 15). And, beloved,
just as we are thus occupied with the Blessed One Himself shall
we be less occupied-and also be less disposed to be occupied-with
"the things which are seen." Temporal surroundings, of whatever
nature, will fall into their proper places, and we shall cease to be
moved by them. The" far more exceeding and eternal weight of
glory" will effectually outweigh "our light affliction, which is b~t
for a moment;" and we shall enter with exultant hearts into that
"secret of the Lord" which was so fully communicated to Moses, of
whom it is written, " By faith Moses forsook Egypt, not fearing the
wrath of the king; fm' he endured, as seeing Him who is invisible"
(Heb. xi. 27).
Olifton.
J. O.
CONSOLATION FOR THE DEAR SOLITARY CHILDREN
OF GOD.
LET us never be cast down should the Lord ever direct us to the
lonely wilderness by the river Jordan, and to the brook Cherith!
For He is still accustomed to do so with His children in a variety
of ways.
If He visit us with sickness so that we must be alone' upon our
bed and in our chamber; or if our friends forsake us and forget us ; if
we become regarded as outcasts, having neither house nor heart opened
to us any longer; or if we are called to sojourn in Mesheck, and to
dwell amongst those who are of a different mind from our~elves, who do
not understand us, and who only ridicule our way of life-in such
situations we are shut in with EliJah at the brook Cherith. But
be not cast down; be of good courage! Such seclusion and exclusion
is blissful and most salutary! How many dear solitary ones have
been constrained to declare that it was in their imprisonment or
place of exile, in their lonely sick chamber, or when cast off by men
and even friends, they experienced their choicest blessings in communion with their gracious God and Father in Jesus.-Krummacher.

THE believer is heir to a kingdom that cannot be shaken. The
mightiest and most victorious prince, who hath not only lost nothing,
but hath been gaining new conquests all his days,_ is stopped by a
small distemper in the middle of his course; h,e returns to his dust,
"In that very day his thoughts perish." But the believer, in that
very day, is sent to the possession of his cr0wn; that is his coronation
day; all his thoughts are accomplished. How can you affright him 1
Bring him word that his estate is ruined, "Yet my inheritance is
safe," says he. Your wife, or child, or dear friend, is dead, "Yet my
Father lives." You yourself must die. "Well, then I go home to my
Father, and to my inheritance."-Archbishop Leighton.

730

''r/ze Gospel M agaz£ne.

''I}ilgrim

'I}ltll~rs.

"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY 1"
" WHEREFORE 1"
"WHEREFORE should I fear in the days of evil, when the iniquity
of my heels shall compass me about 1" (Psalm xlix. 5.) These words
are never read, or heard read in the house of ,God by the writer,
without recalling the beaming face of a beloved mother, who heard
them commented upon at the house of a godly man, where she was
wont to meet, with others, on a Friday evening, for his exposition
of the Word of God. Probably his line of thought sketched o~t by
her still abides, though those days of youth have long since passed
to exceed "the days of our years j" yet, it proves the truth of our
Lord's words concerning the Comforter, "He shall teach you all
things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have
said unto you" (John xiv. 26): Is it not encouraging also to parents
'to speak to their children, according to the sweet command (" His
commandments are not grievous ") : "These words shall be in thine
'heart: and thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and
shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house and when thou
'walkest by the way,aild when thou liest down, and when thou risest up,
And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand [so manifestly
.shall all you do be guided by them], and they shall be as frontlets
'between thine eyes" [seen of others as the regulating principle of
'your life] (Deut. vi. 6-8).
"Wherefore should I fear "-Why should I not, fear 1 seems to be
'the first thought rather than the other-" in the days of evil, when
'the iniquity of my heels shall compass me about 1"-when the
'perversity of my walk, conduct, and conversation rises up before my
'mental view, and is as a mighty host around to fight against my peace 1
"Behold, I was shapen'in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive
'me" (Psalm li. 5). When this becomes a realized fact by the Divine
,Spirit throwing the strong light of God's holy law upon my transgressions of it, as the bound I have broken over, and gone astray like a
lost sheep, what fear and horrible dread possesses the soul! These
deep convictions of sin do not always accompany the first signs of
divine life in the soul, 'and many are troubled in consequence in whose
hearts the work of grace is surely going on. David's words seem to
imply, what we known to be fact, that these "days of evil" come
in the after experiences of God's children, as he knew to his sorrow
when he penned the 51st Psalm j and while his sad sin and fall are
a beacon-warning to us, perhaps no portion of the' Scriptures has
more fully and truly met the needs of believers than that wi.ry
Psalm. As we advance in the divine life, "grow in grace, and in
the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ," the conscience
becomes more sensitively alive 'to sin, the mind more enlightened as
to th(3 subtle evils of the heart and workings of iniquity in perversity
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of life, manifesting to one's self and to others how far short of. the
glory of God is all we do, and how often in .lip and action starting
aside like a broken bow, till the knowledge of original sin and
corruption polluting the springs of action, makes the case look disc
couragingly hopeless. One recalls the days of youth, when the mental
contemplation of an evil nature within, for want of being better
instructed, led to a comparison of the Christian life and warfare as
very much like Sisyphus, condemned to roll a stone up a hill, which
continually rolled back upon him, so that he made no progress.
Sometimes, in maturer life, we say with Job, "Thou writest bitter
things against me, and makest me to possess the iniquities of my
youth" (Job xiii. 26).
In such a "time of finding out sin"
(Psalm xxxii. 6, R.V.), when the sin long ago committed in
ignorance and never confessed or repented of, "comes to his know·ledge," there is the remedy, the way of escape, detailed in a whol~
chapter devoted to the subject (Lev. v.). "Wherefore should I
fear 1" The God of all grace has met this time of need by a graciou~
provision for priest and congregation, a ruler, or one of the common
people.
The great atonement for sin is fully set forth in type.
"And the priest shall make atonement for him as concerning his
sin, and it shall be forgiven him" (Lev. iv. 26).
There is in
every case the act of confession and faith in the substitution laid
stress upon in the words, " he shall lay his hand upon the bullock's
head;" "the elders shall lay their hands upon the head of the bullock
before the Lord;" "the ruler shall lay his hand upon the head of
the goat;" or if one of the common people sin through ignorance,
.. he shall lay his hand upon the head of the sin offering and slay
it "-personal participation in the death of the sacrifice substituted
for himself, and in his case a divinely-gracious clause permits the
expression of his weakness and infirmity in a female kid of the goats.
"I obtained mercfbecause I did it ignorantly in unbelief" (1 Tim. i. 13)
seems to dovetail with this striking provision. " If we [believers who
walk in the light] say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves,
and the truth is not in us. . If we confess our sins, He is faithful
and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness" (1 John i. 8, 9). And so instead of fear and terror,
"in the days of evil, when the iniquity of my heels shall compass
me about "-when we recall days of vanity, when the feet· have
wandered far astray from God, when they have led us to scenes of
vanity or unhallowed amusement, down the broad road so many
walk in-" wherefore should I fear 1" There is shelter beneath the
atoning blood, there is peace for the conscience purged from dead
Being justified by faith in the
works to serve the living God.
precious blood of Christ, which cleanseth us from all sin, "we joy
in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, .by whom we have now
received the atonement." "That ye may be clean from all your sins
before the Lord" (Lev. xvi. 30). How blessedly the true Israel of
God saw it in type, and rejoiced in full remission of sins. How
gloriously it shines out to us in the fuller light of the sacrifice upon
Calvary, the finished work of 'our dying Redeemer, ratified in His
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resurrection from the dead and ascension to the right hand of God.
"Wherefore should I fear 1" "There is therefore now no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the
flesh, but after the Spirit." "He will keep the feet of His saints"
(1 Sam. ii. 9). "Who are kept by the power of God through faith
unto salvation, ready to be revealed in the last time" (1 Peter i. 5).
There are several other significant Wherefores in the Scriptures.
" Wherefore hast Thou afflicted Thy servant 1" is well for us to ask
when the Lord lays His hand upon us, that if it be chastening for
sin it may be shown us and confessed, pleading the blood of atonement, according to the Word, "The prayer of faith shall save the
sick; if he have committed sins they shall be forgiven him"
(James v. 15). The same thought is implied in our Lord's charge to
the man whom He healed at the pool of Bethesda, "Behold, thou
art made whole, sin no more, lest a worse thing come unto thee"
(John v. 14).
It is good that we should judge ourselves and inquire of the Lord,
"Wherefore hast Thou afflicted Thy servant 1" but never right to jUdge
others thus. The chastened spirit of David, who knew that Absalom's
rebellion was fatherly correction for his sin (2 Sam. xii. 11), "So let
him curse, because the Lord hath said unto him, Curse David. Who
then shall say, Wherefore hast thou done so 1" 1(2 Sam. xvi. 10), is a
touching example for us when we are shown for ourselves what
"foolishness is bound up in the heart of a child [even a child of
God]; but the rod of correction shall drive it far from him," and then
it reconciles us to the disciplining rod.
Sometimes the sickness is "for the glory of God, that the Son of
God may be glorified thereby," and then, as we are not shown any
special sin to be corrected by it, our prayer will surely be that we
may be taught how to "glorify God in the day of visitation." Let
us beware of the unbelieving murmur of Moses, "Wherefore have I
not found favour in Thy sight, that Thou layest the burden of all
this people upon me? (Num. xi. 11), lest in unbelieving fretfulness
at our burdens in life we forget the gracious remedy and Burdenbearer. " Cast thy burden upon the Lord; He shall sustain thee"
(Psalm Iv. 22). "Wherefore did Sarah laugh?" questioning the truth
of God. It is gentle reproof of her unbelief, for the promise was
contrary to nature, so the Lord in gracious condescension ratified it
by the inquiry, "Is anything ·too hard for the Lord 1" and reiterating
the promise.
How often must her unbelief have been brought to
mind when Abraham called his son's name Isaac, laughter. His had
been the laugh of faith; hers was that of unbelief, leading her to
deny the truth. "Nay, but thou didst laugh."
"0 thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt 1 How often
has this tender. expostulation with Peter rebuked us! rebuked the
trembling fear at entering into the cloud in which "such a voice"
has been heard as nowhere else: at standing upon a restless sea of
trouble, the waves roaring about us, but He so nigh and yet our
doubt so dishonouring to Him, for He never has withheld His
supporting arm from us ! He never has been "a wilderness" .to us,
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"a land of darkness." "Wherefore say My people, We will come no more
unto Thee 1" (Jer. ii. 31.) We are utterly ashamed that 11 shadow of
doubt of His love to us, His tender care over us, or His watchful
providence should ever cross the mind for a moment, for even in
mysterious dispensations the issue' has proved so profitable! Has He
not been ever pursuing one purpose of Divine grace and mercy
towards us from the first drawings of that everlasting love
(Jer. xxxi. 2) of which we were scarcely conscious, bringing us nigh
unto Himself by the blood of Christ, until the present moment 1
Every step of our wilderness career He has kept us in the narrow
way that leadeth unto life; borne with all our provocations and
waywardness; causing springs to arise in the desert, and manifestations of Himself in the darkness, such as Jacob enjoyed at Peniel,
or the favoured three on Mount Tabor, so that we are constrained
in the review to say, "And life itself is one long miracle of love."
of which the grateful outcome is looked for in our Master's
" Wherefore" of stewardship.
"Wherefore then gavest thou not My money into the bank, that
at My coming I might have required Mine own with usury 1"
(Luke xix. 23.) This searching scrutiny of our conduct as to the
stewardship of money is very solemn. When the Lord cometh and
reckoneth with His servants, He will know how much every man
has gained by trading. The" pound" entrusted to each implies
current money-£ s. d.-pounds, shillings, and pence. 'I'he spirit of
inspiration in the Scriptures led St. Luke to record the parable, in
which all are represented as equally responsible for money, and to use
the word" pound," while the Evangelist St. Matthew records that of the
varied talents, which, though also representing money, we are wont to
regard in the more comprehensive light of faculties, intellectual
powers, and influence. It is therefore good for us to consider
" Wherelore" in the literal laying out of money with a single eye to
Him. "Occupy till I come." We may not waste the pound or the
pence for personal gratification.
"We lose what on ourselves we spelld,We have as treasure without end
Whatever, Lord, to 'l'hee we lend,
Who givest all."
Have we not sometimes been shown the responsibility of every
shilling, so as to shrink from much possession, lest a covetous heart
should lead us to hoard, and so bring us into bondage 1 Then, .
"Take my silver and my gold,
Not a mite would I withhold,"

,.

comes into mind the calming Word, "Wherefore should I fear 1"
with such a gracious Guide to control expenditure, and to bestow
wisdom (James i. 5) to give in the right channel as shall be pleasing
•
in His sight!
Thel'e is yet another wherefore, involving a very blessed promise,
"And the angel said unto me, Wherefore didst thou marve11 I will
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show thee the mystery of the woman, and of the beast that carrieth
her,. which hath the seven heads and ten horns" (Rev. xvii. 7).
"Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of the
prophecy of this book, and keep those things that are written therein;
for the time is at hand" (Rev. i. 3). It is good to read, to search .
into the mystery, even though "Wherefore didst thou marvel 1"
applies to the state of mind in which the reading is commenced.
The promise is true to thee, 0 reader! Very true also to a little
company of prayerful readers, "I will show thee the mystery," by
leading each one to "comparing spiritual things with spiritual," by
a comparison of commentators; by the Spirit of wisdom and
revelation enlightening the eyes of your understanding; by the
deepening sense of utter inability to understand it intellectually, and
increasing need of fresh anointing of Him who abideth in you, that
it must absolutely be a revelation of the mysteries by Him whose
gracious office it is to "teach you all things," to reveal the deep
things of God, and relying on His faithfulness in the exercise of
His prerogative!
"How is it that ye do not understand 7" " Wherefore 7" "Because
they sought it not by faith" (Rom. ix. 32).
"And the Apostles said unto the Lord, Increase our faith" (Luke
xvii. 5).

Leicester.

\\
\
.\

MARY.

THE EVERLASTING SAFETY OF THE CHURCH.
THOU Lord Jehovah, Thou alone,
In mercy still dost lead
Thine Israel-now the chosen
flock,
For whom Thy Son did bleed.
Thy power almighty, as of old
When Pharaoh scorned Thv
word,
" Let Israel go, he is my son,
His groaning I have heard."
So now to every blood-bought
soul
By Satan still held bound,
Thy Word shall come with sove. reign power,
The lost ones shall be found.

The king of Egypt rules them now,
But they belong to Thee!
Thine own they were, Thine own
they are,
Thy truth shall set them free.
In vain shall Satan use his skill
Thy purpose to defeat,
"The counsel of the r~ord shall
stand,"
Thy Church shall be complete.
The vilest wretch that e'er
blasphemed,
If written in Thy book,
Shall be "led forth." by sovereign
grace,
And unto Christ shall look.

"THEREFORE do the virgins love Thee."
Among those that seem
to .be virgins on earth five are wise and five foolish: but these are
virgins in the eye of the Lamb, for the characteristic of them all is
that" they love Thee." David was one of them, and He sang, "I
love the Lord;" Peter was one, and hI) wrote of himself and of them
all, "Whom having not seen, ye love;" John was one, and he
testified, "We love Him because He first loved us."
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THE LOVELINESS OF CHRIST:As THE WAY.
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"He is altogether loveZy."-SOLOMON's SONG v. 16.
"I am the Way."-JoHN xiv. 6.
How numerous and how beautiful are the figures the Lord Jesus uses
in order to reveal to His disciples the loveliness of His Person,
Offices, Character, and Work!
A way is a track leading from one place to another, If we wish
to arrive at a far-distant city, we must needs travel in its direction,
and there is likely to be only one road thitherwards, whilst there will
be many leading elsewhere. Therefore, if the one right path is '
missed, we shall go astray, and not arrive at the place we desire.
Jesus says, "1 am the
Now, there is only one way to heaven.
Way." Those who miss 01' reject this way can never reach that
happy land. Mark, dear reader, this way is not a Church nor yet a
Book; it is a Person! Men hope to reach heaven because they
belong to this Church or that, or because they possess, and perhaps
read the Bible. A true Church points ~o Christ, and the Bible
testifies of Christ. But if we are not in Christ the Way, we are
undone. It is a mercy indeed to be found seeking Him, the Way of
Life, whilst fleeing from the City of Destruction. Those who are truly
seeking will surely find Christ is the Way, but they will find Him
only as Thomas did, that is, when He reveals Himself. There are
many Thomases among the disciples of Jesus, whotbink they do not
know the way to heaven (John xiv. 5). When Jesus speaks, and
shows them that, knowing Him, they therefore do know the way to
glory, then they rejoice in Him who saith, "I am the Way." Christ
is the only way from the wrath to come, which we all deserve, the
kingdom of darkness in which we are born, and the Egypt of this
world, to which we belong .by nature.
The entrance into this new and living Way is through the
wicket gate of regeneration. W"e must needs be made alive before we
can walk in the way of life." "Ye must be born again." Christ
is. the strait and narrow way which only holy souls can tread,
who are quickened by the Spirit of the living God, and who are led
on intd a further knowledge of Christ, as step by step the. good
Spirit upholds and directs their feet.
As the Christian proceeds
onwards, he grows more and more delighted, and becomes more and
more engrossed with the Lord Jesus as the Way. Such pilgrims will
not be averse to a feeble attempt to trace something of the loveliness
of this Way.
1. Christ is an Ancient Way. "His goings forth were of old" (Micah
v. 2). All the patriarchs, prophets, and apostles knew this way and
trod this path to heaven. As believers in Christ, participating in the
life and walk of faith, they were found in Him. The path is. one.
The experience of those in it touches at many points. All saints share
in the trials and triumphs, joys and sorrows, hopes and fears, conflicts
and conquests, ups and downs of the Christian pilgrimage. It is a well-
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beaten track.
We do well to inquire for "the good way, and walk
therein" (Jer. vi. 16).
2. But it is also a New Way (Heb. x. 20), which He has consecrated
or us. The old way to God by the Covenant of works was for ever
stopped up by the fall. Doing can no longer lead to heaven, for the
King's highway is "the way of holiness" (Isaiah xxxv. 6); and no
creature doings can possibly be holy, because of inherent sin and the
.imperfection of the flesh. The flaming sword evermore bars the old
way to the tree of life. The true way begun to be revealed when
God was manifest on earth in the new-born babe of Bethlehem; and it
is entered upon experimentally when Christ becomes our life through
the quickening power of the Holy Ghost at regeneration.
Living
souls find it to be3. The Via dolorosa, the way of grief. Jesus was" a :Man of sorrows
and acquainted with grief" (Isaiah liii. 3); and "we must through
much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God" (Acts xiv. 22).
" The path of sorrow, and that path alone,
Leads to the place where sorrow is unknown."
'1'he first step for the Christisn is named Repentance, which is a
Spirit-wrought godly sorrow for sin. In this way there are furnaces
to purify, trials to test, crosses to De borne, temptations to humble,
affiict,ions to mortify the flesh, and cross-providences to exercise faith.
But in this path also there is blood to cleanse, helps by the way,
blessings from on high, tokens for good; glimpses of Jesus, strength
proportionate, grace sufficient, and sure hopes of the rest that remaineth, together with occasional foreviews of the "wealthy place"
beyond "the fire and the water."
4. Christ is a Living Way, in which only living souls arel found.
This Life is by Christ. Because He lives we live also. It is fmm
Christ through the constant communication of His Spirit. It is in
Christ, and therefore not in carnal self. The Apostle says, "I know
that in me (that is, in my flesh) dwelleth no good thing" (Rom. vii.
18). It is to Christ; all living desires, spiritual feelings, and gracious
experiences have Christ for their Object as well as Source. What is
from Him will be to Him. It is for Christ. " Ye are not your own"
(1 Cor. vi. 19). The servant lives to serve the Master, the disciple
to follow his Lord, the Christian to glorify his Saviour, and the pilgrim
lives to travel on in the path in which he desires to know and see
"Jesus only."
5. Christ is a Holy Way (Isaiah xxxv. 8). The Holy Son is appointed
as the Way by the Holy Father, and revealed as such by the Holy
. Spirit, who alone sanctifies holy souls, and leads them in it. This
holy Way is so sure that "wayfaring men, though fools, shall not
err therein;" so clean that the precious blood of Christ purifies from
all sin the redeemed who walk there (Isaiah xxxv. 9; 1 John i. 7).
Blood lines all the path; every step its cleansing efficacy is needed.
7. Christ. is a Perfect Way. This road leads none astray, nor does
it stop short of the Celestial City. This Way is so perfect, it cannot
be improved upon. In the glory of His finished work and matchless
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character, Jesus still remains the only Way to bliss. Happy pilgrims
in fellowship with Him, who are led by the right way to the city of
habitation!
8. Christ is a Safe Way. All in Christ are secured from final falling
by His Covenant purpose on the one hand, and by His intercession
Qn the other. Their Lord has determined to bring them all to glory,
and He prays for their preservation as He did for Peter (Luke xxii.
32). The love of Christ secures the final perseverance of the saints;
His power delivers from every snare; His Spirit corrects slothfulnes~,
upholds the soul in the onward course, checks undue haste, strengthens
when weak, supports when faint, and ever leads on into an increasing
knowledge of Him who is The Way.
E. C.
Bath.

I

WELL-SPRINGS.

"These words spake Jesus, and lifted up His eyes to heaven, and said,
Pather, the hour is come,. glorify Thy Son, that Thy Son also may glor'ify
Thee: as Thou ha~t given Him power over all flesh, that He should
give eternal life to as many as Thou hast given Him."-JOHN xvii. 1, 2.

I

THESE are the words of Jesus, the Saviour of sinners, the Man of
sorrows, and the King of heaven-the words of Him of whom
Peter declares, "Being delivered by the determinate counsel and
foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have
crucified and slain: whom God hath raised up, having loosed the
pains of death: because it was not possible that He should be holden
of it" (Acts ii. 23, 24).
Here is the assertion of Omniscience-the declaration of the Son to
the Father in the most glorious Trinity of Persons. It is as it were the
lifting of the veil for a moment, whereby we are privileged, as silent
and solemnized spectators, to witness the communion held between
the Father and the Son, and the subject of Their counsel, being that
<>f all others the most stupendous in its import, "the hour for which
I came into the world."
"Father, the hour is come." Jesus has no need to state what that
hour is, for the Father alone knoweth it. It was the hour dated
from all eternity, the hour standing apart from all other hours
«however important they were), in the intensity of its purpose and
'issue, to which along all the vista of time the eternal eounsels had
pointed, and for which He could declare, "I came forth from the
Father." It was at once the hour of humiliation and glory; The.
hour of that death of deaths and life of lives. It was the hour
given into Satan's hand, as Jesns declared, "This is 'your hour and
the power of darkness" (Luke xxii. 53), and from which He would
come out unscathed, as He al~o declared, "Now is my soul troubled;
,and what shall I say? Father, save Me from this hour: but for thi&
cause came I unto this hour" (John xii. 27).
,
o gracious and glorious Lord, remove, we pi'ay Thee, the' scales
from our eyes; lift the veil, if but for a little moment, and bid

.
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us see these glories in some of their depth, intensity, and reality.
Keep faith in lively and loving exercise, and all our harp-strings
tuned in gratitude to the wonders of Thy grace, as we pause to consider
this marvellous theme !
"These words spake Jesus, and lifted up His eyes to heaven."
He had been treading this weary, sinful earth for more than thirty
years, living amongst the children of men, teaching, exhorting, comforting, instructing. Ofttimes cast down through their unbelief,
wondering at the hardness of their hearts; deep in sympathy with the
suffering and sorrowful j patient-with oh, what wondrous patience ! with the ignorant and simple, tender to the young and helpless, coming
to them again and again to'" teach them these things." He is now
about to leave them. He has left with them His parting words,
lIis legacy of " Peace I leave with you, My peace I give unto you; not
as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled,
neither let it be afraid." .And now, with His back to the world, His
work about to be laid down, He lifts up His eyes and addresses His
Father in heaven. From all eternity the counsel of peace had
been between Them both. ".And this man shall be the peace when
the .Assyrian shall come into our land." He was the Mediator between
God and man, and therefore alone dare approach the holy and just
Father. He alone could lift up His eyes, and looking into the face
of His Father, confident of Divine approval as the well-beloved Son,
declare. "I have finished the work Thou gavest Me to do."
We pass on from noticing the attitude, to the subject of this
communion between the Divine Two.
"Father, the hour is come; glorify Thy Son, that Thy Son also
may glorify Thee." He claims Him Abba, My Father, approaching
Him with confidence and boldness under a feeling sense of the Divine
favour at His finished work. "The hour is come" to depart out
of the world, to return unto the Father, to suffer and die for His
people. The hour, arranged and agreed upon from all eternity, the
hour for which He had gladly and voluntarily given Himself, when
"He saw that there was no man, and wondered that there was no
intercessor; therefore His arm brought salvation unto Him, and His
righteousness it sustained Him." When God asked the question,
" Who will go for Us 1" came the answer of His own beloved Son,
"Here am I, send Me." He came, accomplished the work given
Him to do, and now, looking' upon the hour that shall perfect His
people through His willing suffering with complacency and satisfaction,
He declares, "Father, the hour is come; glorify Thy Son, that Thy
Son also may glorify Thee." He had laid aside His glory as the
God-man; He now <;laims His Father's glorification as the ·Man theSon of God.
" Thou madest Him a little lower than the angels; Thou crownedst
Him with glory and honour, and didst set Him over the works of'
Thy hands: Thou hast put all things in subjection under His feet.,
For in that He put all in subjection under Him, He left nothing
that is not put under Him. But now we see not yet all things put
under Him. But we see J esllS, who was made a little lower than the
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angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour;
that He by the sufferings of death might taste death for every man;
For it became Him, for whom are all things, and by whom are al
things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make 'the Captain of
their salvation perfect through sufferings. For both He that sanctifieth and they that are sanctified are all of one: for which cause
He is not ashamed to call them brethren." He had glorified His
Father on earth, and He too is to be glorified and "admired in all
them that believe." Now no longer to be the distrusted, despised Nazarene, the weary stranger, the patient, snffering Man in their midst, the
Father is about to glorify His Son, and forth from the archives of
heaven shall He declare, "I have both glorified it and will glorify it
again," whilst the rending rocks, the rent veil, the thunders and
lightnings, the raised dead, shall all testify to that glory, and that~
God had of very deed been in their midst and they knew it not,
whilst their completed salvation through His finished work shall lay
the top-stone in glory "with shou1l'ings of Grace, grace unto it."
Then He declares, "As Thou hast given Him power over all fle::.h
that He should give eternal life to as many as Thou hast given
Him." Lord of all power and might! Power over all flesh;
governing, disposing, guiding as it pleaseth Him; acting for His
children. in providence and grace. This He declares was ,the power
.given Him as Mediator, for as God He had all power underived,
Divine. But He is to be further glorified in this God-given power
in every act in providence and grace, as He is leading and bringing
every heir of glory home. All that way, and all the days of theit:
life, is' one long dependence upon Him and His keeping, love, and
power. "I am glad," said the late THOMAS TARR, "that Jesus hath
all power in heaven and earth, and wields it with dignity and
unhurried majesty." Oh, beloved, do we not desire, in our better
moments, to rest in this sovereignty 1 knowing that" The Man" who
hath undertaken all for His children will not be in rest until He
have finished the thing for their good and His glory. "I have
been writing this week about my God," writes a' beloved COlTespondent under trial, "now (speaking of the trial) is the time to
prove His greatness and g'oodness mine."
Sweetness thus comes out of the bitter that drives God's children
to His feet, and claims the promised" all good things" (since His Word
declares, "No good thing will He withhold from those that walk
uprightly"), and reminds His children under exercise, it may be sharp
or prolonged, "There shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague
come nigh thy dwelling. For He shn.ll give His angels charge over thee
to keep thee in all thy ways." Up. yonder we shall not quarrel :with'
the roughness of the way that brought us thither. There we shall'
forget all the sorrows of the way-(and should we not even now"
beloved, seek that they may be lost sight of as we recount the ten
thousand tender mercies by the way'1)-in the brightness of that light
which shall. reveal all hidden meanings and necessary needs-be, and.
where Jesus shall reign for eVEn' and ever in the brightness of His'
glory, surrounded by His admiring blood-bought host, for whom He3 G ~
<0
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came into the world, and became the Mail made up. of sorrows anq
acquainted with every grief.
" What shall I be, Lord, when Thy advent glory,
As from the grave I rise, encircles me:
When, brightly pictured in the light before me, .
What eyes have never seen, my eyes. shall see P
What shall 1be P Ah! blessed and sublime
Even the dim vision of that glorious time!
" Yes! faith can never know the full salvation
Which Jesus for His people will prepare :
Then will I wait in peaceful expectation
Till the Good Shepherd comes to take me there.
My Lord, my God, a blissful end I see,
Though now I know not what I yet shall be.

.

\
R.

THE OUTPOURING OF CHRIST'S LOVE FREELY TO
SINNERS.

'l'HE mercies of God are sure mercies, His love an everlasting love,
His Covenant an everlasting Covenant.'" I am persuaded," saith the
Apostle Paul, "that neither death, nor life, nor principalities, nor.
powers, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is
in Christ Jesus our Lord." So then to whom He is once merciful
He is ever merciful; whom He once loves He ever loves; whom He
once takes into Covenant He is ever theirs. ." I am J ehovah, I change
not.", Whom the Father lovt's He loves in the Son, in whom He is
well' pleased, and His Son is always alike beloved of Him,'" the
same yesterday, to-day, and for ever;" and whom He loves ip. His
Son He accounts as His son.
He is made unto us ". Wisdom,
righteousness, sanctification, and redemption." So, as we being not
beloved for own sake, but for the Son's, nothing in us can make
God love us less, and more, because He loves us not for ourselves,
nor anything at all in ourselves, but in and through "His deal'
Son, in whom He is always well pleased. "-Saltmarsh.

"Let Him kiss me with the· kisses of His mouth." It is the voice
of the ancient Church, pray'ing for the personal appearing of the
Messiah promised to the fathers, the long-cherished Desire of all
nations, the Hope of Israel deferred till the heart is sick. 'fypes have
come, Moses and the prophets have come, Aaron and the priests have
come, and, last of all, David and the kings have CQme; but let Him
now come Himself,' the true Prophet, Priest, and King of all His people.
The law came to our fathers in fire and thunder and earthquake, but
let there come now the still small voice of the Prince of Peace; let
it be no longer the command and the curse, but the free grace of
Him in whom "righteousness and peace" kiss each other.·-.D1·. A,
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PASTORAL NOTES.
THE SIMILES OF 'fHE BIBLE.
(Continued/rom page 672.)

('

(

11. A MOTHER'S CmIFoRT.-" Thus saith the Lord, As one whom. his
mother comforteth, so will I comfort YOU."-ISAIAH lxvi. 12, 13.
1'HIS is a homely simile, but very expressive j and gracious indeed
it is of the Lord of. Hosts to make use of it. When a little child
is hurt or troubled, there is no one to whom it runs so readily for
comfort as to its mother. It may be fond of its playmates,
or attendants, or other persons, and it may be glad to associate with
them when it is happy and well; but when anything goes wrong
with it, and its little heart is sad, there is no one who can take the
place of its mother. In her tender caresses, and in her soothing
words, it finds its best and sweetest consolation. You may see it
lay its head, with childlike confidence, upon her gentle bosom, and
then you may notice that its tears and sobs SQon begin to cease, and
perhaps the tear-bedimmed eyes ere long close in peaceful slumber,
awaking after a time clear and bright, and with the trouble all
forgotten. Such is the simile which our Father so graciously uses
here. He says to His people-first to His literal people Israel, and
then through them to His spiritual people : "Rejoice ye with Jerusalem,
and be glad with her, all ye that love her; rejoice with joy for her,
all ye that mourn for her j that ye may suck, and be satisfied with
the breasts of her consolations; that ye may milk out and be delighted
with the abundance of her glory. For thus saith the ·Lord, Behold,
I will extend peace to her like a riYer, and the glory of the Gentiles
like a flowing stream.; then shall ye suck, ye shall be borne upon
her sides [as Eastern mothers are accustomed to carry their children],
and be dandled upon her knees. As one whom his mother comjorteth,
80 will I comfort you " and ye shall be comforted in Zion.
And when
ye see this, your heart shall rejoice, and your bones shall flourish
like a herb; and the hand of the Lord shall be known towards
His servants, and His indignation towards His enemies."
Often the dear children of God need comfort now. The wildernessjourney has for them, perhaps, some bright and pleasant spots, like
Elim, with its delightful palm-trees, and its refreshing springs; but
how often it has also for them its "Marahs," with their "bitterness,"
and they are reminded that this is not their rest, and that they are
passing through a "vale of tears." Yes, they need comfort again and
again, and a supply of it is always ready for them. The Comforter
has come. He is always near at hand. He dwells within them. And
He knows exactly how to administer comfort just as it is needed. If
they" walk in the fear of the Lord," they may expect also to "walk
in the comfort of the Holy Ghost" (Acts ix. 31). Under the old
dispensation the command was given, "Comfort ye, comfort ye My
people, saith your God;" and how much more may we expect it to
be given and practioally to be fulfilled under the new dispensation,
enabling all the Lord's dear children to say, as a result of their own
personal experience, "Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord
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Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort;
who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may b~ able to
comfort them who are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith
we ourselves are comforted of God."
But 'this is only an earnest and foretaste of the comfort which will
be administered to them in the future, when "God shall wipe away
all tears from their eyes," when there shall be "no more sorrow or
sighing," and when the sweet words before us shall be literally fulfilled,
"As one whom his mother comforteth, so will I comfort you."
We do not know what that comfort will exactly be, or how it will be
administered, but we believe that it will be perfect, removing every trace
of sorrow or regret, and fulfilling the gracious promise, "My people
shall be satisfied with My goodness, saith the Lord." We believe that
it will refer in a marvellous way to1. THE PAST. Ah! how the past comes now upon the heart sometimes! "If we had not made "-we say, perhaps, or think-" those
unfortunate mistakes; if we had taken advantage of those golden
opportunities; if we had not yielded to such and such a temptation; if
we had prayed and watched as we ought to have done; if we had
walked more closely with God, how different things would have
been!" Bitter regrets! but useless, unless they humble us, and make
us walk more circumspectly during, the remainder of our pilgrim path.
way. It was said of a distinguished prelate, who died not long ago,
that he never allowed himself to be troubled with regrets like these,
he dismissed them from his mind whenever they arose; but it is
not everyone who has the power of doing this. Shall we have such
regrets as these in heaven? will they trouble us there? Never. If we
remember the past, as we expect that we shall, it will be with feelings
of satisfaction, and of intense gratitude to Him who, in His boundless
love and infinite wisdom, has overruled it all for good. It must be so, for
if'it were otherwise, heaven would not be heaven to us, it would not be
perfect in its joy. Whether we shall thoroughly remember the past does
not seem to be certain. It is said, indeed, in Isaiah lxv. 17, "Behold I
create new heavens and a new earth; and the former shall not be
remembered, nor come into mind," and (verse 16) that the" former
troubles shall be forgotten." A modern "'Titer, commenting upon
these words, says: "The new will so entirely eclipse and supersede the
old, as to expel it from thought and memory." It will be then like
the case of a happy mother, "She remembereth no more the anguish,
for joy that a man is born into the world."
But the exact
Hebrew wording of the expression" come into mind," is, as shown in
the marginal reading, "come upon the heart." Is not this an explanation of what will happen? We shall in all probability remember, or
be able to remember the past, but it will not lay as a burden upon the
heart. We shall have nothing to regret, as we remember the past, for
we shall perceive that all has been well. We shall see that we were
led in a right path, and that we were kept by an Almighty hand; we
shall know that our shortcomings were all made up by the perfections
of our great Redeemer, and that our mistakes were corrected and over·
ruled for good; we shall be assured that all our sins have been
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blotted out of existence and doubly atoned for; we shall understand
that all our troubles were blessings in disguise, and that our chastisements were all necessary, and administered in perfect wisdom, gentl!!ness, and love; and therefore the past, even if we remember it ever
so clearly, will never vex or annoy us; the overwhelming joy of our
Father's house will obliterate every trace of regret or sorrow, and we
may even
"With rapture
Think on toils and dangers past."
Yes, the past-the past-will be no trouble to us then, for" As onc
whom his mother comforteth," so will our Father comfort us respecting
it. We are assured also that this comfort will refer to2. THE PRESENT. Oh, what will that "present" be, when we shall
awake in the Saviour's likeness, and see Him as He is in all His
beauty and His glory I-when we shall be permitted to hold converse
with Him face to face, and realize His love as we have never realized it
before, and tell Him of our love to Him in return. What a joy it will
be to find our bodies re-formed and immortal, no longer subject to aches
and pains, sickness and decay, and endowed with new powers of
,enjoyment and of service. What a joy it will be to take possession
of the mansions specially prepared for us by our dear Master, in " the
kingdom" which it will be " the Father's good pleasure" to give us,
.and to find that they are exactly such as we could wish them to be,
:and exactly fitted for us, and we fitted for them, because He knew
all the desires of our hearts, and He took the greatest delight in
fulfilling them. As JEREMY TAYLOR sweetly says, there will be " Days
without nights, joys without sorrow, sanctity without sin, charity
without stain, possession without fear, satiety without envyings, communication of joys without lessening, and they shall dwell in a blessed
country where an enemy never entered, and from whence a friend
never went away."
And then what a joy it will be to meet our loved ones there, and
to find that they were "not lost, but gone before;" to see them
clothed with immortality and glory, and to know that they are safe
and happy for ever. Shall we meet them all there 1 We hope so.
We hope that not one will be left behind, and that not one will be
.excluded from the Covenant of grace. If it were otherwise, and if
we had to say. like David, "He hath made with me an everlasting
Covenant, ordered in all things and sure "-" although my house be
not 80 with God, and He maketh it not to g1'ow"-could we be perfectly
happy 1 It seemed that David expected that he could be, for he
added, referring to that Covenant, "This is all my salvation, and all
my desire." I remember visiting a godly woman, whose hope of heaven
was sure and bright, but she deeply mourned over the case of her
ungodly husband. He lived a wicked life, and he died without
;showing a sign of repentance or change of heart. She appeared
to have been devotedly attached to him, and to have loved him with
an intense affection, but she had no hope in his death. Can we
imagine that she can be perfectly happy in finding that she herself
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is eternally saved, but that he is eternally lost ~ Ah! here isa
mystery-a great mystery-and we cannot solve it; but our Father
can solve it, and no doubt He will do so in His own time and way.
In all probability we shall have entirely different thoughts and
feelings in the next world to those which we have here; we shall
see things in another light, and consequently we shall judge very
differently respecting them. Our earnest hope is that all our dear
ones-without a single exception-may be "taught of the Lord," and
saved in Him with an everlasting salvation; we pray, with all our
hearts, that they may be "bound up in the bundle of life with the
Lord our God," and that not one of them shall be "found wanting"
in the great day when "He cometh to gather up His jewels;"
and we may confidently expect that that hope and that prayer will
be granted; but if by any possibility they cannot be so, even respecting
that our Father can console His children, and enable them to see
that all is right, and just, and wise; for the promise shall' be
undoubtedly fulfilled: "Their soul shall be as a watered garden, and
they shall not sorrow any more at all; for I will turn their mourning
into joy, and will comfort them, and make them rejoice from their
sorrow. And I will satiate the soul of the priests with fatness, saith
the Lord" (Jer. xxxi. 12-14). And," As one whom his mother
comforteth, so will I comfort you."
Once again, we may consider the simile as referring to3. THE ETERNAL FUTURE. Probably now the dear children of God
sometimes dread the very thought of the future. They really need
not do so, for they may rely upon the promise that "as thy days,
so shall thy strength be;" and, as surely as it has been well with
them in the past, so surely shall it be well with them in the future.
But when some trouble looms before them like a great black cloud,
and they anticipate new difficulties and dangers, they give way to·
anxiety and fear, because they cannot understand how they can
possibly be enabled to overcome and escape from them.
It will not, however, be so in heaven. We may be perfectly sure
that the future will never appear to be dark and forbidding there,
but that it will always be bright and cheerful.
There will be no
anticipation of evil or fear of danger.
There will be no clouds
gathering upon the clear horizon, not even of the size of a human
hand. The thought of the future will never give anxiety, but rather
an ever-increasing emotion of pleasure; and the realization of the
permanence of the rest, and the joy, and the freedom from care, and
the new and exquisitely delightful sensations and surroundings,
together with all absence of sin and sorrow, pain, disease, and death,
will fill the soul with unutterable gratification, joy, and gratitude.
Respecting, then, the Eternal Future, as well as respecting the
Past and the Present, we ml\Y be assured that the words will . be
abundantly fulfilled, "As one whom his mother comforteth, so will
I comfort you." Oh, sweet and blessed prospect! May it be fulfilled
in our happy experience; and then to Him who loved us shall be
rendered all glory and honour, thanksgiving and praise, for ever!
Hatfol'd Rect01"lj, Faringdon.
D. A. DOUDNEY.
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THE PORTRAIT.-MR. RICHARD McNEALE.
OUR portrait this month is that of our esteemed brother, Mr. McNEALE,
of Blackburn, with whom, for many years, we have been associated
in the cause of God's pure truth.
From his earliest years, as he has informed us, he was under;
the influence of men of religious character, and of Protestant and
Evangelical sympathies.
The" Oxford Movement," indeed, was,
only in its incipient stages, while its banefuleffects were then~
but dimly visible. The importance of .considering his soul's eternlJ,l
welfare dawned upon .him gradually, and somewhat apart from
the public ministry of the Word of God's grace.
Amongst the
preachers whom he heard when a youth he remembers the Rev.
H. GRATTAN GUINNESS (now Dr. GUINKESS, senior), and he retains
some faint recollection"! of his impressions regarding the state of his,
He wondered
soul and its standing before God being deepened.
whether he could be saved. About the same time, Mr. C. H.
SPURGEON came into prominence, whose sermons, and his work entitled
The Saint and his SavioU1', were made useful to Mr. McNEALE. At
different periods anxious thoughts forced themselves upon his consideration, although they had been often too like the early cloud
and the morning dew. As time moved onwards, anxiety and conviction
becam~ more real, and while he knew something of the demands
of God's holy law, as well as the letter of the Gospel, he found no
peace or rest amidst the conflicts that grew more fierce in his soul
as the days passed away. Sometimes hope would spring up, and then
vanish again. At a period of deep soul trouble, as we know, the.
:patriarch Jacob came to a place where he wrestled with the mysterious
ANGEL, who, it is recorded, "blessed him there." So, too, in our
dear friend's earthly pilgrimage, he came to a sacred spot where Jesus
savingly met him.
Walking home on a certain Sunday evening, when a bitterly cold
wind was blowing-indicative of the storm passing within his soulhe came to a dead pass. His experience, he says, was: "If I perish, I
will perish at the feet of Jesus! I perish at Thy feet, lost, ruined,
and undone! But, if Thou canst stretch forth Thine arms of
mercy and save me, 0 God, save me! if not, let me perish at Thy
feet! If I am lost, and hell becomes my soul's portion, it is the due
reward of my sin. Thou art just and holy in all Thy ways!"
His anguish was profound. It was his life's crisis. Suddenly the
words came into his soul, "I am Thine and 'l'hou art mine!"
Wondrous joy filled his heart j peace, perfect peace, was his possession•.
All sin and guilt were taken away. Christ's blood availed for him..
Pardon-full, free, and eternal-was his.
By Divine grace, Mr. McNEALE was led into the field of active
Christian service. From 1876 to 1880, when the REv. W. R. STEPHENS
was Vicar of Holy Trinity, Blackburn, he taught the first class in
the Sunday School, and energetically advocated the doctrines of grace,
as they are found in Holy Writ, and in the Articles and formularies of
the Church.of England. Shortly after the retirement of Mr. S'rEPHENs,
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he joined St. Paul's Church, where he was almost immediately
appointed Superintendent of the adult portion of the Sunday School,
by the Vicar, the Rev. B. THOMPSON, and in addition to that office,
he has for many years instructed the first class of young women, with
much acceptance, during which time he has received from them
several substantial tokens of their gratitude and esteem. Only a few
months since they gave him a valuable copy of Bagster's Bible, at
the same time they presented Mrs. McNEAI,E with some very handsome
lililver-mounted fruit-dishes, &c. Mr. McNEALE has always taken a
prominent part in the Protestant cause, and has given many lectures
in various parts of the country, on the lives of WYCLIFFE, Huss,
LUTHER, CRANMER, and other Reformers; also on I' The Eastern
Position, is it Christ-ward 7" which has been published in pamphlet
form. His last lecture was, "Shall we maintain the Principles of
the Reformation 1" His sympathies are strongly with persons who
have been driven from their Parish Churches by Ritualism. He has
delivered many Gospel addresses to such in Mission Rooms and Halls.
He is president of the local executive of the National Protestant League,
and of the Wycliffe Lodge, and is treasurer of St. Paul's Branch. He
has been local secretary of the Church Association since its formation.
He was joint hon. secretary with the Rev. P. E. THOMAS, of the" National
Protestant Congress," held in Blackburn last year, and, no doubt; his
untiring energies contributed substantially to its great success. • Healong with three other members of the National Protestant League-was
elected a member of the Blackburn School Board in January last. In
addition to his many other labours, he conducts a service for children
on Sunday evenings, in St. Paul's School, which is largely attended,
and he never seems so happy as when making known the Gospel of
God's grace. He took a practical interest in the formation of the
Blackburn Y. M. C. A., three years ago, and has this year been elected
its President.
. .In the cause of spreading the Word of Life, at home and abroad,
he has taken an active part, believing that those who have been
made free sons of the Gospel should strenuously aid in assisting to
break the fetters of others held in the bondage of sin and Satan, and
seek to carry to the regions beyond the glorious tidings that Jesus
Christ came into the world to save sinners.
Possessed with the idea that many perish from lack of knowledge,
he has assisted in spreading· sound literature, alike .in books, tracts,
and pamphlets, Spiritual, Evangelical, and Protestant, which, doubtless,
have been used to foster and maintain the truth in many hearts
amid prevalent declension from the true pathway of righteousness
and truth.
IT is easy to say the words, H I believe," but a strong temptation
or a season of adversity, of deep poverty, of extreme danger, of
tormenting pain, or approaching death, shows us what little faith is
found in the heart. The trial of faith is therefore precious because it
examines the heart, and gives a Christian a proof of. himself.-Berridge.
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THE LATE CLIFTONCONFERENCE.

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-I am sending you, subject to your approval, a few
notes taken of some of the precious addresses upon the subject of
" Faith," which we were privileged to hear at the recent Clifton Conference. They are but few, and very imrerfect, and I fear will give
but a poor idea of the full and rich teaching which so characterized
the meetings; and I would wish it to be understood, that it is from
no lack of blessed teaching on the part of the other speakers, but
inability on mine, that this limited selection has been made, for if
ever one feels his utter unworthiness, nothingness, and insufficiency
as "least in my Father's house," it is at these times when he is
privileged to hear such giants in the faith. Still, I felt I could
not enjoy my morsel alone, but must send a portion to them for
whom nothing was prepared, and divide the spoil with those who
were· of necessity, in divers ways, made to tarry at home.
For myself, I can only say great has been the joy, vast has been
the felt privilege, and, I trust, deep the profit from this Conference
season. May the Lord bless His dear sent servants richly in their own
s'luls; may He bless the hearers who go forth strengthened in the
Lord, refreshed from this feasting time; and may He bless you,
Sir, abundantly in your many labours of love in our Master's service.
iBelieve me, yours very truly,
.
Redland, Bristol, October 8th, 1898.
RUTH COWJl:LL.
P.S.-I do hope that the perusal of these extracts, instead of
deterring the beloved readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE from purchasing,
will be an iJlCentive to their re-reading them at full length, by ordering, the official Report, published at one shilling, by W. F. MACK
and Co., 52, Park Row, Bristol.

Ir

GRACIOUS GIVINGS AND GATHERINGS AT THE
CLIFTON CONFERENCE.
FAITH IN A LIVING OBJECT, THAT OBJECT BEING THE AUTHOR
AND FINISHER OF FAITH.
My subject is the nature and gift of faith, and I address the household of faith on their golden heritage as possessors of this precious
gift of God.
Both the gift and the operation of faith are the
work of the Holy Spirit, which has for its object the Lord Jesus
Christ. Saving faith is not faith in a God, nor even in revelation,
but in the glorious God-Man. It is not mere credulity, nor is it
a flitting from or fastening upon an object for salvation, save as
that object is a fixed and solid reality in the incarnate Christ. Saving
faith is the cleaving of a poor lost sinner to a a living Christ for
salvation. There is no merit in faith, but it is a grace of the
Spirit, and the whole value of it is derived from its Object. The
error of the day is that a man is taught that he may have faith in
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a priest, in a sacrament, or some form of worship; but that faith will
not save him, .and his ruin will not be so much for want of precision
in his aim or grasp, but in the p~antom at which ,he grasped. So
let us, beloved, impress the importance of knowing the Object which
faith, true God-implanted faith, follows, and that the whole faith is in
its Object, arid not in the strength of its grasp. The feeblest, the.
weakest, the smallest may know a saving faith in the Saviour, because
it is whom, and not how, they hold and are held, whilst the strongest
may perish with a false faith.
So God's children' come to a right
Saviour, with a true certainty of no failure.
Now, the two-fold office of faith is justifying and sanctifying.
They are clearly distinct and yet inseparable, and never to be divided.
By faith, which is the bond of union between sinner and Saviour,
is a man justified.
"To him that worketh not, but believeth on
HIm that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness."
I fear this great doctrine of justification by faith only is not
preached and understood as it ought to be in the present day. It
must be Clearly enforced that justification is by faith only, and by
none other-not by sacraments or any dispensation of man, but God
alone, in Christ, must justify the sinner if he be justified at
all. Thus we see that union with the Lord Jesus Christ by personal
faith is the only source of justification, and that there can be none
other way whereby we are brought nigh to God. Joined to the Lord
Jesus by faith, a man becomes justilied, because he is a part of
Christ the Just One. In Christ he has fulfilled the 'law, and becomes
just as Christ is just. Oh, what a marvellous thonght, this union!
In Christ as just and innocent as Christ is innocent and just!
Again. This principle of faith, which is a bond of union, workS
within when the sinner is justified, and so he is sanctified. "Now,
faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things
not seen." Real and influential is that unseen quality in a man. It
is solid reality to the believer. He lives by faith, he is sanctified by
faith, and it becomes a source and spring of life, and Christ becomes,
as it were, a master passion in a believer. The man forsakes all for
it. "To me to liv€l is Christ," says the Apostle, "and to d.ie is
gain." How powerful, how practical it is. It takes precedence of all
else, and a man will gladly leave all else for it. He is justified and
sanctified by this faith. Oh, keep this office of faith prominently
before you, beloved. The sanctifying power must be proclaimed as
well as the justifying power. It is that which produces holiness of
character, and men in ignorance run hither and thither to produce
it, but there is none other way nor means, but the liberty in which
Christ maketh His people free, for He is made unto us wisdom,'
righteousness, sanctification, and redemption. He is the end of the
law for righteousness' sake, and the office of faith is continuous and:
progressive, enabling .a justified believer, in every department of life,
to live for the glory of God; and that man who lives by faith on the
Son of God will never divorce his religion from any-thing, but always
and every~where the life will be lived by faith in the Son of God,
who loved. His brethren well enough to g-ive His life for them. It,
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is not easy, this life of faith! Far from it. It has to be lived III
the flesh, which is weak, and in the world, which is ensnaring, in
fe.ebleness and fear, and amid contral'ieties and persecutions. It
requires omnipotence to make, 'and to uphold, and keep a Christian.
All the current is against him. But what will conquer and bear
us out is, "This is the victory which overcometh the world, even
our faith."
Oh, this wonderful life of elevation and consecration l I t has its
answer in the Apostle's words, "The life which I now live in the
flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, Who loved me, and
gave Himself for me."
REV. TALBOT GREAVES.
FAI'I.'H THE DISTINGUISHING FEA'I.'URE OF A TRUE CHARACTER AND
EXPERIENCE IN THE CHILD OF GOD.
ONE most emphatic signification of the child of God in the New
Testament is that of a "believer." It is a joy to onr Redeemer's heart to
be trusted, and He responds to that faith. There are three or four
attributes of this Divine faith within the soul upon which I would
speak, addressing myself mainly to those who are seeking deeper faith,
for if ever we needed it, 'tis now we need to be strong in faith" when
every error abounds and men are turning aside from the simplicity of
the tmth as it is in Jesus.
Our faith rests not on the word of man, but on God. That faith
concerns Salvation, Christ, and Heaven; it .rests upon the naked
Word of God. Then let us accept it as such; nothing can disprove
it is the Word of God; then what have we better to lean upon 1
When I find all that is vital and essential to my rest and hope, when
actually and truly I am resting upon the valid Word of God Himself,
then I find no cause to fear.
And, beloved, you do well to examine before you accept any other
testimony than the bare Scripture of truth. If it be in the wisdom
of men, it will bring you to nought, but if of God, it will bring you
to triumph and victory in Him. There is no mystery about that
which is vital to salvation. Beneath our finite apprehension lies
the certainty of our God. So His children sing with joy"How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Loi'd,
Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word;
What more can He say than to you He has said,
You who unto Jesus for refuge have fled?
Next. This faith is chal'acterized by Self-renunciation. It must
r.est upon nothing in ourselves. It takes us right away from ourselves, and takes us straight to Christ, and that is where the glory and
preciousness come in. We read in the Prophet Habakkuk, "The
just shall live by his faith." Look at that word his. Whose faith 1
Literally it means, the just shall live by the faith of Him-the coming
One; for see the connection of these words in Hebrews x. 37, 38,
"For yet a little while, and He that shall come will come, and. will.not
tarry. Now the just shall live by faith."
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Now, are wc justified by aur faith 1 Oh, no! that could never
be, that could never justify us. But the justification is in Christ, on
whom we rest, and our faith draws from Him that separation from
the world and transformation for coming glory. How often does the
devil mar our experience and keep us looking at ourselves, and cause
the .cry, "If I love, why am I thus 1" Faith has nothing to do with
circumstances, self, or men, but all to do with Christ. It is a new
life in us, a living Saviour within us, from whom we incessantly derive
all that is for our good and His glory.
Again. We notice that this faith is Continuous. We do not begin by
faith and go on by feeling. We do not stay where we began. Hence
you read of Abraham's steps of faith. Faith called him to go out of the
land where he dwelt; faith caused him to sojourn in a strange land;
faith took every step of the journey with him. Yes, faith continues and
perseveres. It is a living grace, developing grace, growing more and
more, for it is what Christ is and what He has to bestow, and nothing
short of that. It is not living on the stale manna of a past experience.
It is not what He has been alone, but what He is and will be to the
end, that makes Him so precious to the believer. Let us remember this
when around us are so many who are content with present attainments. Oh, no! God's life is no standing still. There is no
monotony in the spiritual life, but a going on, and always remembering
the best is yet to come. "'Tis better on before."
Again. This God-given faith is Practical. It is not ethereal, not
sentimental, nor fanciful. It is a faith that we can carry in the workshop,
in the office, in the home, or abroad, in sorrow as well as in joy. It is
always ready to hand. We are justified by faith as sinners and
by faith as believers, and its evidence is seen by works of faith in .
Christ. If you are willing to live an unholy life, as believers, if there
is any backslider here, then there is no clear evidence given to
those around that you are children of the King of heaven. Do not
believe in such an one who, while he says he is saved, is living in
sin. Salvation means holiness, conformity to Christ, a coming out of
the world and taking a bold stand against the devil.
This faith, too, as well as being very practical, is very Pre~ious.
Oh, is there an unbeliever here 1 He little knows what he is losing.
Faith is precious, how precious tongue cannot tell nor heart express.
This life down here is altogether different when we are in Him and
He in us and over all, and know"His purposes shall ripen fast,
Unfolding every hour,"
and we can rest in the darkening clouds of this restless life.
Precious! yes, it makes Christ so dear. Oh, how blessed that we are
already up yonder, because we are in Him! Our inheritance is
to be with Him for ever. I could know nothing of it but for this
precious God-given faith. lt is beyond rubies, beyond gold and silver.
And what makes it so 1 I will tell you. Faith lays hold of every
promise; faith makes every word our own; faith brings heaven
near; faith bridges the gulf of those gone before; faith wipes the
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tear of souow from our eye; faith comes to us in every stage of the
journey home. Precious God-given faith! God can clear our misty'
eyes and open the very gate of heaven, and let us hear even now'
the song of the redeemed, and bring heaven down to earth.
One word more on this God-given faith. God must fulfil His promise
and purpose-He produced it, His Spirit works within-" Unto you it
is given not only to believe, but to suffer for His name." Ah, there is
that suffering added, but, blessed be God, the faith comes first, and
that works moment by moment. Oh, this Word strengthens our
faith and brings communion with Himself, since He gives it. He is
a tried and trusted Friend, a Friend of youth and a Friend for
old age, and by experience you prove how safe it is to trust in Him.
Now, beloved, this is no sentiment, no mere idea, when we say we
may walk with God and God with us. May it be our blessed portion
in these dark days, when faith is abandoned, and communion so little
sought after, for you and me to draw nearer to God, to believe in Him
in spite of all unbelief, getting away from the cavilling questions
of the day into our quiet corners, and hold it fast. Then shall we
find by the faith wherein we stand all true that He has promised,
and. soon enter into the brightness beyond with the King for
ever.
PASTOR W. FULLER GOOCH. .
FAITH WHOLLY DIVINE.
FAITH is Divine in its operations and work, and wholly Divine, having an
operation essentially and peculiarly its own, independent of all human
exercise, and dependent solely upon the Author and Giver of it. Faith
is the fruit of the Spirit. If so, it is the Divine Spirit that alone
can communicate that faith, "For by grace are ye saved through
faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God." . A Divine
gift! Then you and I cannot exercise it except under the influence
of Divine power, for it is not in the wisdom of man, but in the power
of God. So it is perfectly clear a true, loving, Divine faith must
have its exercise by Divine control, and be subject to its Divine Head
in our heart and soul. It is all Divine co-operation and communication.
How beautiful is this Divine grace! And unto you it is given,
beloved, no power in yourselves will get it, it is a gift Divine, and
you have it when you look from the human to the Divine. Moreover,
this faith is a Divine direction, "according to the faith of God's
elect." Jesus is and must be set forth as the perfect and only
- Object of faith.
When our Lord spake of faith in those justified, He never divorced
it from His own acts. When he said, "'fhy faith hath saved thee"
to that poor woman, it is as though our Lord had said, "I have
communicated to you that faith, and it is the pledge and earnest of
all good to come from the Author and Giver," and she departed in
peace, as knowing that the faith implanted would increase and consummate in eternal life.
This believing life has its origin, source, object, and summary of
faith. Wherever we read the Scriptures of truth, there He is the
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centre Object; He is the Object, spring and power, the Head of His
Covenant Church. They
set forth this beautiful truth. Take away
the- Head, and the body is dead. It regulates and actuates all the body.
"When Christ who is our life." "That Christ may dwell in your
hearts by faith;" and dwelling in the heart and communicating by
His Divine Spirit His powers by which we live this life of faith.
"I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life," He declared. Mark, the
way, not a way-the truth, not a truth-and the life, not a life. So all
life and blessing must flow from the Covenant Head. "In Him was
life, and the life was the light of men." " Our life is hid with Christ
in God." _Wherever you turn, you must find its concentration and
power in the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. Now, there is a word here
of practical importance I must enforce, and that is concerning the
expression one heaTs on all sides Qf the " Higher Life." It sounds well.
You hardly meet with anyone who does not refer to the deepening of
spiritual life, and it is important on Scriptural ground that we understand this aright. In one light it is represented as holiness, and though
,it leads to spiritual pride and pleasure, yet the result is often deep
I'lpiritual depression.
Then it is associated with superstition and
sacerdotalism. These are no means of deepening spiritual life. Now,
when we contemplate how we attain that, or 30W the spiritual life is
deepened, we must not stop short of the Lord Jesus Christ, and know it
all consists in communion with our Living Head; for the n.earer we
approach the sun, the nearer the light, and the nearer we get to Him in
holy and lively exercise, the deeper our life and clearer our faith. In
Him alone we can have that Divine holiness, and His gift is identified
Its flowing from His Person direct. Now, if you and I wish to rise
into the higher atmosphere of this spiritual life, we must leave the
human and follow the Divine. Man must be forgotten, and Jesus alone
exalted; and when He by His grace lifts you up, iwhether in
private or public, there is no happier moment in the experience of the
child of God. And whilst there is this Divine faith which has its
I1ctivity in the life below, it is also a practical faith. St. James says,
"Show me thy faith without thy works, and I will show thee
rny faith by my works." Hence the importance and necesBity. as
disciples of the Lord Jesus, that we show in our life and devotion,
works and labours, and sympathy of love, the good pleasure of His
~vill Whose we are, with faith, patience, love, and hope.
REV. A. A. ISAAcs.

all

'l'HE LOVE A~D 'l'HE GIFT OF 'l'HAT LOVE.
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WISH to base the few remarks I may make in regard to this
life of faith upon the words of t~ - Apostle Paul, which we find in
Gal. ii. 20, " I am crucified with CHhot: nevertheless I live; yet not I,
but Christ liveth in me; and the life which I now live in the Hesh I
live by the faith of the Son of God, Who love(: me, and gave Himself
for me."
The Apostle tells us of what he knew for himself, and what
Christ was to him, and what his interest was in Him, and hqw his life
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in the flesh was a life of faith in His Person, in His work, in
His spirit, and in His life. We see how it was necessary for the
Lord Jesus to come as a Man to earth, for God could not have been
crucified. He occupied our position, became responsible in our stead
for fall our sins, "was made sin for us who knew no sin, that we
might be made the righteousness of God in Him." Yes, He came for
this great purpose, and thus the Apostle is speaking of Him. He loved
me; yes, me (the very man who had done the worst in his day), and
made me .conscious of the power of that love. Oh, what wondrous
love, to love such a great enemy, and take him into His heaven!
Only God in Christ can love thus. You know our feeling when
wrong is done us. There is hostility, coldness, yes, and loss of
friendship ofttimes, through the ofllmce.. But God loves those who were
thus to Him.
He became incarnate for their salvation.
Creation
shows His goodness, His wisdom, His power, and His glory; but He
has condescended to dwell, not in inanimate creation, but in your heart
and mine, beloved. Oh, to know this great fact and reality-our very
nature taken into union with God. " Oh the depth of the riches both
of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments, and His ways past finding out." What blessedness it brings!
Dwell, search, seek into these things-ponder, pause, meditate, consider
them well. Do not be content with just reading them, for it is a subject
to examine and search into, this wondrous theme, that God in the
Person of His Son has come down to this earth of ours, and made
a poor sinner's heart His habitation. St. Paul says, "I am crucified
with Christ." A blessed truth that you and I in Him were crucified,
in Him fulfilled the law, obeyed every demand of it, and now live
in Him, and so are translated from the power of darkness and death
of sin unto a life of righteousness in Him. Yes," I am crucified with
Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me, ll.nd the
life that I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who
loved me and gave Himself for me." ,So there is a union between Christ
and the believer, in His Person and work-a union with the life of
Christ. And what kind of life, we ask,. did Jesus live upon earth 1
Not His own will nor way, but He lived the Word of God as His
rule of life, and He spoke of the prophets as concerning Himself.
Then, may the Word of God be your and my rule of life. Let us
ask ourselves the question, "Is our life regulated by the Word of
God 1" He lived according to God's will in the Word of God, and thus
the Holy Spirit leads. all God's children.
Oh, make much of the
precious Word of God; make it the guide of your homes and of your
daily life. It brings security. Other opinions will lead us astray,
but in lIis own Word we stand upon secure ground. May He, I
repeat, grant us grace to make much of the Word of God.
REV. L. PRICE.
THE"DIVINE KNOWLEDGE OF FAITH.
THE question for you and me, beloved, is to know how these things
of which we have been hearing reach us, and to know whether we
3 H
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possess this life of faith.; for persuaded I am how many there are who
hear these precious trutbll; and yet would give worlds to know whether
they really possess this life of faith. There are some preachers who
seem too often to press their hearers to accept, to grasp, to take Christ.
Now this, after forty years' experience in the ministry, is to my mind
a most discouraging feature. At the outset l~t me say, it is not in any
man's power to take Christ at all, and the sooner a man knows this,
the sooner come his joy, and stability, and comfort. We who are taught
of God are taught how wicked, sinful, and degraded are our hearts, .
and when God teaches us that, we can find rest in no other than in Him.
I will say a few words on faith, and the life of faith. In the eleventh
of Hebrews what this faith is is explained by Paul. He believes what
God is in His Word, and what He says by His Word, and what He
has done and borne, and he believes in His great work, and that He
is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him; that is, if they are
coming with an empty hand to a full Saviour, then that soul is as
safe as Christ in heaven. Then the believer is right for faith and
works; and then, the machinery right; all may oppose, but the child
of God is safe and nothing can snatch him, no, not even the powers
of hell, hence. And thus we would comfort the children of God by
telling them that if they have Christ, Christ has them, and they are
bound in the bundle of life, and there they will have confidence, and
rejoice with joy unspeakable' and full of glory. And now, as to the
life forfeited and lost in our first parents. His Word declares all have
sinned. God has concluded all under sin, and we have, therefore,
the sentence of death in ourselves. The moral law was not enough.
No Jew was saved by the law, and no Ritualist is saved by his
ceremonies. People in our day are running hither and thither, doing
things on a high level, and there is a great lack of the true knowledge
of sin. We need to know what we are saved from, and then we
shall know the value of the salvation which rescues poor lost sinners.
Sin separates from God, and all are included under it..
The law only condemned; the law gave sin its damning power.
"And the commandment, which was ordained to life, I found to be
unto death." No Jew was ever saved by the law! There was no
ceremonial law except to show what sin was in God's sight, and point
to what Christ should accomplish. "When the commandment came,
sin revived and I died." The life forfeited was bargained, covenanted
for, from all eternity-a Divine plan, for God foreknew and permitted
it, and that nothing should fail hereafter. "Wherefore also we pray
always for you, that our God would count you worthy of this calling,
and fulfil all the good pleasure of His goodness, and the work of
faith with power." He gave His bond for His bride, and in
the fulness of time her life was purchased by His death, and
He became her Ransom. The law inflicted all on Him and He put
away sin and brought in everlasting righteousness. He, the Perfect
Man, met all the requirements, and before His agony could say, "0
righteous Father, the world hath not known Thee; but l have known
Thee, and these have known that Thou hast sent Me." He drank the
cup, exhausted the dregs, and filled that cup with blessing for His
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Church, and now He is seated in glory, and will not be satisfied
till that Church be with Him for ever.
Now a few words of comfort as to this life of faith. If Christians
are crying for Christ it is in virtue of life, for a dead child cannot cry.
God knows they are living. They may not, but they are crying,
and it is a proof of eternal life from the Prince of Life, who is the
Author of this new life. "Blessed are they that hunger and thirst
after righteousness, for they shall be filled."
But the devil says,
"Oh, perhaps you were not given to Christ." He is always telling
lieR, and that does not alter it. God says it, and if the child has
a breath of life nothing can alter it. "He that heareth My word,
and believeth on Him that sent Me hath everlasting life, and shall
not come into condemnation." That is the Gospel. Christ is the great
Substance of all shadows, the great Antitype. He is freedom from
all bondage, and no law can touch the believer. "The law of the
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin
and death." He is justified. Now, says the Apostle, "stand fast in
the liberty wherewith Christ hath made you free, and be not entangled
again with the yoke of bondage." A new life is begun, new hope,
new desires, new affections, a new creation, new prospects, new
companions, new promises, and a new life to come in the land of
glory. It is a life of peace and joy. The peace is once for ever made,
and when once we know that, it never alters, for He is our Peace
and He is unchangeably the same. It will doubtless be a life of
conflict, ofttime God's children are plagued beyond measure in their
hearts. That is not to be wondered at, since I know "in me (that
is, in my flesh) dwelleth no good thing." I am always expecting to
be worse in myself, until by the 'power of the Holy Ghost I am
perfected in Him. Often I wonder that God has anything to do
with me, but that brings me to seek my God to undertake all things
for me, to teach me, and give me to grow up into Him in all things.
Yes, the great assaults of the enemy must come.
Here is the
comfort, however, for the devil nor any other enemy's assault can
harm me, for my life is hid with Christ in God, and therefore, tried
as we may be, it is ours to await our answers. He never did withhold
any promised" good thing" yet from His children, and Be never will.
But He will try them, to prove their graces; and in His own time
He will bring them out of the furnace, and give them to know more
and more of this joy and comfort and peace· in Jesus Christ, and at
last bring them into a "wealthy place." Lastly, grace and glory
are connected in and for them. "I give unto them eternal life,
and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out
of my hand; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father's
hand." God's children by grace shall be steadfast, unmovable, always·
abounding in the work of the Lord, inasmuch as they know that
their labour shall not be in vain.
REV. J. C. MARTIN.
(To be concluded next month.)

OH !. it is a great lesson to be made teachable, and to be kept
teachable.-Romaine.
3 H 2
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PILATE

j

OR, CONSCIENCE THE SERF OF HUMAN FEAR.
A

STUDY.~By

THE EDITOR.

"And Pilate gave sentence that it should be as they requi1·ed."~
LUKE xxiii. 24.
'PONTIUS PILATE was the sixth Roman Procurator of J udea, and under
him Jesus worked, suffered, and died. He probably entered upon
his important office~upon the deposition and retnoval of Tetrarch
Archelaus. From Luke iii. 1, it appears that he was in office when
John the Baptist came prelJ,ching in the wilderness j he therefore
lived in Palestine the whole of our Lord's ministry, and in his official
position must have been to a considerable extent acquainted with
His character and mission.
For ten years together Pilate was able
to maintain his post under the Emperor Tiberius, a fact which shows
him to have been a man possessing no ordinary ability in the art of
governing, since there was probably not a more difficult post of the
kind in the whole Roman Empire. For, apart from his having to
deal with the Jews, the most cunning and intriguing of all the nations
around, there was no other people on earth to whom the government
of foreigners was a greater abomination than to them. However far
the Jews might be from their former glory, they were still, in spite
of their degradation, as much aware as ever of their position as the
chosen nation of God j and thought themselves called, under the
sanction of Divine promises (which, however, they grossly misunderstood), eventually to bear rule over the whole earth. Yet these
freeborn children of Abraham were now living under a foreign yoke,
and that a heathen one! It is equally comprehensible also that Pilate,
on his part, could not entertain any particular liking for such a nation,
and gladly made them feel his I'uperior authority when opportunity
offered. From time to time the Roman Governor acted with deter'mination and severity, the suppression of several Jewish revolts in
Jerusalem being followed by strict and hard governmental measures.
That passage in Luke xiii. 1, points certainly in this direction,'" There
were present at that season SOme that told Him of the Galileans,
whose blood Pilate had mingl\ld with their sacrifices." Of the
'occasion of this terrible act of. judici,al vengeance we are not informed
in Scripture. Dr, GILL has a few observations on the verse which
I may quote. He says: "'['hese Galileans were, very likely, some of
'the followers of Judas Gaulonitis~JudasoLGalilee (see Acts v. 37)~
who endeavoured to draw off the Jews from the Roman government,
and affirmed it was not lawful to give tribute to C~sar jat which
Pilate being enraged, sent a band of soldiers" and slew these his
followers, who were come up to the feast of the Passover, as they
were offering their sacrifices in the Temple, and so mixed their blood
with the blood of the Passover lalubs." The incident, at any rate,
serves to indicate the manner of the man. In the judgment of some
who have carefully studied Pilate's character he was stern, but not
relentless, "a man of the world," haughtily just, but selfish and
cowardly, able to see the right, but destitute of moral strength to do
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it. The estimate appears to be justified by all we learn of Pilate
in Holy Scripture.
It was the custom, we learn, in those times, for the Roman
Procuratol'l'! of Judea, who usually resided at Cresarea, to come up:
to Jerusalem during the great Jewish feasts to preserve order, and
accordingly, at the time of the last Passover kept by the Lord Jesus
Christ, we find Pontius Pilate occupying his official residence in Herod's
Palace. To the gates of that palace, Jesus, condemned by the
Sanhedrim on the false charge of blasphemy, was brought by the Chief
Priests and officers, for their Jewish scruples prevented their actually
entering the residence of a Gentile-that would have defiled them,
and rendered them incapable of eating the Passover!
"Then led'
they Jesus" (says John) "from Caiaphas unto the hall of judgment:
and it was early; and they themselves went not into the judgment hall,
lest they should be defiled; but that they might eat the Passover."
Thus Jews and Gentiles, both, in the mysterious providence of our
God, shared in the awful proceedings of that eventful day. The
crime of rejecting the Holy and Just One must be common to
our fallen race. Every mouth must be stopped, and all the world
be found guilty before the judgment-seat of God. Now were fulfilled
the prophetic words of Jesus, "Behold, we go up to Jerusalem;
and. the Son of Man shall be delivered unto the Chief Priests and
unto the Scribes, and they shall condemn Bim to death, and deliver
Him up to the Gentiles."
Thus, then, Jesus stood bound as a
malefactor at the gate of Pilate, His enemies compassing Him, like
beasts of prey, on every side-a Satan-led multitudc, whose hypocrisy
and fanatical hatred of the spotless Lamb of God were fitly signalized
by the pretence that, whilst they would have been defiled by entering
within the portals of the house of a Gentile, the very Christ of God
might be thrust with violence into the same as a reprobate.
DR. KRUMMACHER has some thoughtful and touching reflections on
this incident in the earlier events of the day of the Saviour's Passion,
which may here be recalled. "There is "-says the most scriptural and
sound of modern German divines- H no feature in the history of the Pas-'
sion which is devoid of significancy. Throughout there is a manifestation
of ~uperior arrangement and Divine depth of purpose. This forcible urging of the Holy One of Israel into the house of a heathen is something
horrible. It exhibits a degree of wickedness worthy of Beelzebub himself. If redemption 'itself had not been at stake, how could heaven
have been silent, or have restrained the vials of God's wrath 1 But
salvation was to be accomplished, and hence it was that the Lamb of
God patiently and silently endured even the most unworthy and disgraceful treatment. We could weep tears of blood to see Him who
was love itself pushed forward by the rude hands of the brutish multi-'
tude. But we will not weep over Him, but over ourselves and our'
race, which is capable of such depravity and devilishness." Then, Dr.
KRUMMACHER powerfully reflects on the meritorious application of all this
woe, borne by the gracious and faithful Surety of the Church, and proceeds: "Let us not overlook the evangelical emblem that meets our
view even in this trait of the narrative. Christ entered for us alone
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not only where apparent, but where real and serious danger menanced
us, even in the horrible abyss of the curse of the law, the prison
of death, and the regions of darkness, in order to exhaust upon His own
sacred Person the force of the terrors which were prepared -for us, and
leave us nothing but peace, salvation, freedom, and blessing." May we
not truly say, dear fellow believers in Christ, that in all that the rage
and malignity of man and Satan devised against the Lord's Anointed,
they were but with wicked hands bringing to pass that which designing love and grace on the part of Jesus Himself in Covenant \vith the
Father willed to endure in order to secure the eternal redemption of
lost and helpless sinners 1 I cannot forbear to reproduce in connection
with the incident some quaint but' worthy observations by BISHOP
HALL. Apostrophising the Jewish priests and others who shrank
\.
back from the gates of Pilate's hall, lest they should be ceremonially"
defiled, whereas they feared not to thrust in thither the pure and holy
Lamb of God, the old author exclaims: "What ails you, 0 ye rulers
of Israel, that ye stand thus thronging at the door 1 Why do ye not
go in to that public room of judicature, to call for that justice ye came
for 1 Was it for that ye would not defile yourselves with the contagion of a heathen roof 1 Holy men! your consciences would not suffer
you to yield to so impure an act j your Passover must be kept, your
persons must be clean j while ye expect justice from the man, ye abhor
the pollution from the place. Woe to you Priests, Scribes, Elders,
Hyprocrites j can there be any roof so unclean as that of your own
breasts 1 Not Pilate's walls, but your hearts are impure. Is murder
your errand 1 And do ye stick at a local infection 1 God shall smite
you, ye whited walls! Do ye long to be stained with blood, with the
blood of Him who is God, and do ye fear to be defiled with the touch
of Pilate's pavement 1 Doth so small a gnat stick in your throats,
while ye swallow such a camel of flagitious wickedness 1 Go out of
yourselves, ye false dissemblers, if ye would not be unclean! Pilate,
onwards, hath more cause to fear, lest his walls should be defiled with
the presence of so prodigious monsters of impiety!" How full of
solemn truth are these sarcastic words of the Christian Bishop. With
what a profitable picture of the moral depths into which sin has brought
us all do those reflections present us. For man is fallen man-whether
the" flesh" be that of a Jew or of a Gentile,..-and placed in the same
circumstances we all feel, think, and act in the same spirit of aliena.
tion from a holy God.
Turn, then, now from the clamouring Jewish multitude to the
Gentile Pilate. If the self-righteous Hebrew, who daringly charges
the sinless. Saviour, declines to come into the judgment hall, then
the heathen Roman Governor is ready to go out unto them,
and with a show of impartiality, to ask, "What accusation bring you
against this man 1" Fain would the Chief Priest avoid any inquiry.
"If He were not a malefactor we would not have delivered Him
unto thee." Pilate shrewdly sees through the disguise. They sought
to make him the executioner of their sentence. "Take ye Him, and
judge Him according to your law," said he. The anxiety of Pilate
is evident.
He shrank from the duty of adjudicating upon the
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case. Fain would he wash his hands thus early in the awflll ordeal.
But the Jews knew with whom they had to deal. His characteristic
weaknesses were familiar. They therefore plied their arguments
accordingly. "It is not lawful for us to put any man to death."
Pilate had but spoken of judgment; mark you, they speak of death.
True; they had taken
This was their aim from the beginning.
Je.sus first before the High Priest, and, by charging Him with
blasphemy, had sought to enrage the mind of the people against
Him, and thereby to prejudice the many miracles He had, during
the past three years, wrought in the land, and to destroy the
influence of the spiritual doctrines He had taught; but their sole
hope of putting Him to death lay (as they well knew) with the
Roman Governor. Hence they promptly extemporize· such a charge
against the Lord Jesus as would, they ardently trusted, bring Him
within the meshes of the political net, and place Him within the
merciless grasp of the heathen law-code. "We fOUl~d," falsely said
they, ,. this fellow perverting the nation, and forbidding to give
tribute unto Cresar, saying that He Himself is Christ, a king." •• We
found," they say-it is a legal term, as though they had investi.
gated this charge in their own court, had examined veracious witnesses,
and had arrived at a clear, calm, judicial conclusion-Cl we found"whereas any such accusation had not even been once mooted while
Jesus stood before the High Priest and the Sanhedrim, in which court,
indeed, such a civil and political cause could not have been heard!
" We found!" They sought, however, by these deceitful methods
to ensnare Pilate to carry out their murderous behests.
Three distinct accusations were thus laid to the account of Jesus.
(1) He was said to be a seditionist; (2) He was said to be the foe
of the Roman Emperor; (3) He was said to be a pretender to a
throne. The Jews were fully aware that their own national traditions
all pointed in the direction of the realization, in Messiah, of worldly
results more or less accurately corresponding to these false charges;
and that Pilate being well aware of this fact, would be more likely
to fall in with their desire to put Jesus to death. Evidently Pilate
did feel the necessity of investigating these charges, for we find he
interrogated the Lord Jesus, especially on the subject of His claims
to monarchy." Art thou ll. king, then 7" But, with what result 7
What was his report to the priestly accusers of Christ 7 "I find no
fault in Him." Jesus had told him, "My kingdom is not of this
world." "No fault at all!" What a testimony is this to come from
the lips of a poor benighted heathen, and to be addressed to the heads of
the visible Church of that day!
"He Jame to His ow~, and His
own received Him not," while a Gentile idolater, to whom the Church
of Judea had committed the promised Deliverer of Jacob to determine
His claims to innocence, judicially gives sentence, "I find no fault
in this man!" Let us ::Iote well, and with adoring thankfulness, the
universality of Pilate's as yet unprejudiced decision.
He does not
say, "I find B;im not guilty in the three points preferred by you
against Him," but, "I find no fault" in Him! Thus Pilate, the
Roman Governor, is himself one of the chief justifiers-~ndeed, the
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only justifier-of the Man of Sorrows, when He is led like a lamb to the
slaughter. HolY marvellous are the ways of the living God in His
dealings with the sinful sons of men! How easily He can make the
tongue of His enemies bear overwhelming witness to His precious
truth, and record the excellencies of His Beloved Son! He who presently
doomed the Innocent One to the cross first authoritatively and publicly
declared Hini to be innocent. But the Jewish ecclesiastics felt that forJesus to be thus vindicated was one and the same thing with their
being condemned. They therefore raised the cry, "Crucify Him!
Crucify Him!" Then weak Pilate sought by policy to avoid the unjust
issue which the envy of the Temple authorities was endeavouring to
force upon him. Had not the Jews a custom that at the Passover some
one prisoner of their own choosing should be set free-apart altogether
from any question of guilt or innocence-and might not the case of
Jesus, upon the merits of which the Roman Government and the Jewish
Church were so decidedly divided, afford a suitable subject for such
release 7 " Ye have brought this man unto me (said he) as one that perverteth the people, and, behold, I, having examined Him before you, have
_found no fault in this man, touching the things whereof you accuse
Him: no, nor yet Herod: for I sent you to him, and 10, nothing worthy
of death is done unto him. I will therefore chastise Him and release
Him."
But there welled up from the depths of the hosts of Satan
gathered around Pilate's gates the united shout, "Away with
this man, and release unto us Barabbas!" "If thou let this man go,
thou art not Cresar's friend." Pilate trembled at that word, "thou
art not Cresar's friend." In vain he washed his hands to purge away
th~ guilt of passing a false sentence; in vain he struggled against the
entreaties of his wife; in vain he sought to avoid the demands of
those whom he ruled on the principle of mere worldly expediency ; " Pilate gave sentence that it should be as they required." Hark at
the stammering tongue as it speaks the final word, the most awful
example in the whole Bible of conscience the serf of the fear of man
_cc I am innocent of the blood of this just person: - see ye to it."
Conscience, when unenlightened by the Spirit and theWord of God
is, under certain circumstances, a tyrant prophet of the coming woes
of hell.
I WANT not only the truth of grace, but the growth of grace, and
1 come daily to the fulness of Christ for it; if that be your language,
it is one of the best marks of your being born again that you can
give.-Romaine~

THE blood of Christ has two effects: first as He offered Himself
unto God to make atonement for sin, and procure etenIal redemption;
second, as it is sprinkled on the consciences of believers, to purge them
from dead works. Christ is our propitiation, through faith in His
blood as offered; and our sanctification, through faith in His blood
as spl'inlcled.-Berridge.
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BISHOP RYLE AND CLERICAL LAWLESSNESS.
'l'HE Bishop of Liverpool lately addressed a Pastoral Letter to the
Clergyin his diocese on the subject of Romanizing lawlessness, which
our readers will peruse with interest. We are glad to note the contents of the letter, yet we think the Bishop might have included
in his list of intolerable illegalities many other notoriously Romish
innovations. The Pastoral runs:-

f

REV. AND DEAR BRO'fHER,-I feel it my duty, as your Bishop, to
call your attention to the "lawlessness" in the conduct of public
worship, which is said to be increasing in the Church of England at
the present day.
I do so because other Bishops have recently
expressed their opinions upon the subject, and you may reasonably
expect me to express mine.
By increasing "lawlessness" I mean that things are commonly
reported to be said and done in many churches at this time which
cannot be reconciled with the Book of Common Prayer.
Every
clergyman at his ordination has solemly promised to use the "Form
prescribed in this Book, and none other." In consequence of this lawlessness much dissatisfaction is felt by many of the laity throughout the land.
I have a firm belief that the lawlessness I have referred to is not
to be found in a great majority of the clergy of our own diocese,
and that a very large number of them are thoroughly loyal to our
Prayer Book- and Articles.
Even where lawlessness exists, I am
willing to believe that it arises from excess of zeal, and not from any
deliberate intention to injure the Church of England.
Nevertheless, I think it necessary in the present day to remind
you of some things which have been declared illegal, and to menFrom all such
tion others which are objectionable and dangerous.
things I request that you will loyally abstain, notwithstanding any
reasons or arguments upon which any use of them has been made,
or attempted to be justified.
I supply a short list of the matters to which I specially allude
in order to explain what I mean :-1. The use of incense. 2. The
use of lighted candles on~ or near, the Communion table, when not
required for the purpose of giving light.
3. The use of sacrificial
vestments at the Holy Communion. 4. The use of Catechisms for
5. The use of Prayers for
children distinctly teaching Mariolatry.
the Dead at the Holy Communion, not enjoined in the Book of
CIJrnrnon Prayer, and purposely excluded from the Second Book of
Edward the VIth.
6. The requirement of habitual Auricular Confession from Communicants, as a condition precedent to Communion, or
as tending to promote the· highest spiritual life, expressly condemned
by the Lambeth Conference in 1878. 7. The use of the" Reserved
Sacrament" for invalids, condemned by the XXVIIIth Article and the
Communion Rubric. 8. The public celebration of the Lord's Supper
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with less than three persons to communicate with the priest. 9. The
use of the word "Mass" in giving notice of the Holy Oommunion.
I commend this, my fatherly counsel, to your serious attention, as
the matters referred to are grievously offensive to many of our
faithful laity, and .are not authorised by our Book of Common
Prayer or the XXXIX. Articles.
For the future, I desire that any proposed variations in, or
additions to, the ordinary public services of the church may be submitted, before they are used, for my consideration and approval.
It is my earnest prayer that God may give you a right judgment
in all things.
I remain, your affectionate Father in God,
J. C. LIVERPOOL.

TRANSUBSTANTIATION.
THERE has been recently published by the Religious Tract Society,
a very valuable, though small, treatise on "The Mass as Celebrated
in the Greek and Roman Churches," to which we think it well to
call pointed attention. It is from the learned pen of the Rev.
CHARLES H. H. WRIGHT, D.D., and should be in the hands of all
Christian people who wish to be accurately acquainted with the
merits of the current controversy between the truths of the Bible
and the soul-destroying errors of Ritualism and Romanism.
A
portion of Dr. WRIGHT'S remarkable book appeared originally in a
series of articles, published in the English Churchman last year.
Those articles have been considerably revised, and much enlarged,
so that the volume is practically new. The object which the author
has in view is to give a brief account of the Ritual of the Mass in
both the Eastern and Western Churches, so as to render that Ritual
intelligible to the ordinary reader. No one can study Dr. WRIGHT'S
instructive, scholarly pages without recognizing the grave doctrinal
issues which lie behind the ceremonial on which his pages treat.
We venture to reprint a lengthened extract from the chapter headed
"Transubstantiation," in the hope that many of our readers will
obtain the book for themselves and give it their careful consideration.
It may be added that the Religious Tract Society has conferred a great
obligation on the public, at the present momentous protestant crisis, by
publishing so valuable a treatise at the nominal price of one shilling.
.The full title of the book is The Service of the Mass in the Gretk and
Roman Churches. Dr WRIGHT says:In the words Christ uttered at the Last Supper He spoke, as the
Prophet of His Church, of the death which He should accomplish at
Jerusalem, almost as if it were a death which had already taken place:
"My body which is given for you " (Luke xxii. 19), "My blood which
is poured out for you" (Luke xxii. 20), "Which is shed for many"
(Mark xiv. 24). His language was highly figurative and prophetical;
for though it spoke of His death as past-and what other way could
He speak of it, in instituting a Supper to be a continual remembrance
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of His death nntil His coming again 1-yet it was in the literal sense
prophetical of His atoning death, which took place but a few hours
later outside the gate of Jerusalem.
It is perhaps scarcely necessary to observe that Christ's words, "this
is My body," uttered when breaking the bread, must have been
understood by the disciples to refer in some way to a violent death,
of which some of them were apprehensive (John xi. 8, 16), and of which
the Master had but just spoken (Luke xxii. 15). Similar language
had often been made use of by Christ (John x. 11, xvi. 2; comp.
1 Cor. x. 4). It is, therefore, utterly impossible that they could have
imagined that the bread and wine presented to them on that occasion
were changed in any way into the body and blood of the Master who
was actually reclining with them, or that it contained in some mysterious
manner the very Master Himself into whose face they were gazing.
In vain Romans and Ritualists appeal in support of their gross
materialistic views to the language used in 1 Cor. xi. 29, where,
according to our A.V., it is said, "he that eateth and drinketh, un·
worthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning
the Lord's body." That the word rendered" damnation" (/CpllJ. a) does
not refer to eternal damnation (as the superficial reader often imagines),
is clear from the context, in which the "judgment" (as the word is
correctly reridered in the R.V.) is explained to be a sickness sent upon
the Corinthian Church, whereby many were "weak and sickly," and
of which not a few died (vel'. 30). The Greek word simply means
" judgment"; the nature of the judgment intended has to be ascertained in all cases from the context (comp. Matt. vii. 1). The best
MSS. omit the adverb" unworthily" (introduced perhaps from vel'. 27),
so that the verse reads, as in the R.V., "For he that eateth and
drinketh, eateth and drinketh judgment himself if he discern not
(1'11 5,a/Cplv",v) the body," i.e., if one does not understand that the
body of the Lord is pictured or symbolized by the bread of which he
partakes in the Supper, he is exposed to condemnation. For the Lord's
Supper represented the Lord's body broken and His blood .shed, and
therefore was a feast wholly unlike the feasts held in idol-temples, at
which carousing, drunkenness, disregard of the poor, and selfish
Of all those several
enjoyment were the usual accompaniments.
transgrellsions the Corinthians had been actually guilty (see vel's. 21, 22).
The death of the Lord Jesus, however, which they "proclaimed"
(/CaTarrh,AfTO) on every such occasion of coming together (vel'. 26)
ought to have constrained them to a sober, grave, and reverent
participation of the Supper, instituted by the Redeemer in remembrance
of His death and passion.
It is, we know, also argued that a real presence in the consecrated
elements is implied in 1 Cor. x. 16, "The cup of blessing which we
bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ 1 The bread
which we break, it is not the communion of the body of Christ 1"
But the verses following refute such an idea. For the Apostle asserts
in vel'. 18 that the Iraelites who partook of the sacrifices in ancient
days had "communion with the altar," lit. "of the altar" (/Co'''",''ol
TOV Ouu,auT'T/plov); and similiarly it is implied in vel'. 20 that those
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Christians who partook of "the table of devils" were partakers of
the devil (KOlVWVOOS "'' 11 3ClI!,ovlwv). But in the latter instance it is
impossible to suppose either that the Israelites actually partook of the
material altar; or that those who partook of food sacrificed to idols
actually fed upon devils.
, Strong figurative language of a similar kind is met with elsewhere.
St. Paul speaks very strongly in Gal. iii. 1: "0 foolish Galatians, who
did bewitch you, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was openly set forth
crucified 1" (R.V.).
Many MSS. have the reading of our A.V.,
"crucified among you," and so the Latin Vulgate in vobis cl'ucijiiL'US
translated in the Rheims or Douay version exactly as in our A.V.,
"crucified among you." The m\'laning of the passage is almost the
same, whichever reading is adopted. But whoever dreamed of interpreting the passage to mean that the Galatians really looked upon the
crucifixion of the Redeemer; and much less that the actual crucifixion
of our Blessed Lord took place in Galatia 1 Language is, however,
used which, if pressed literally, would imply one or other of those
alternatives. Similarly, the writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews
speaks of those who "crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh,
and put Him to an open shame" (Heb. vi. 6); and also of others
")vho have trodden under foot the Son of God" (Heb. x. 29). Now
had such language been used in Scripture of persons, who .had, in
derision, trodden under foot the consecrated bread in the Lord's
Supper, how often would not such passages have been cited as·
conclusive proofs of the truth of sub"tantiation 1 We may well lay
to heart here what the Roman Catholic Bishops have said on
p. 77 of their Reply to the Anglican Archbishops: "It is important
to bear in mind that figurative language is figurative, and not to
confound resemblances with the realities."
The superstitious reverence with which the consecrated bread and
wine is too often regarded is not based upon the statements of the
New Testament. St. Paul calls the bread, "bread" after consecration
(1 Cor. x. 16, 17); the Lord spoke of the wine as the "fruit of the
vine" (Luke xxii. 18). 'l'he language of the New Testament does not
fairly lead to the belief that there is anything in the elements after
consecration which was not previously contained in them. If our Lord·
is said to have "blessed" (EVr..OyfWClS) the bread before He brake it
(Matt. xxvi. 26), the very same acts are recorded as having taken
place, and the same expression employed, when He fed the multitudes
in the wilderness (Ebr..Or..l1ITE) (Matt. xiv. 19). If any emphasis be laid
on the word (iIlXClPIIT.,.r,ITClS) employed in the blessing pronounced over the
cup (Matt. xxvi. 27), the same expression is used of the "grace"
pronounced over ordinary food (1 Cor. x. 30, 31), as well as used in
the case of the Lord's Supper (1 Cor. xi. 24). In the case of ordinary
food partaken of after such thanksgiving (Acts xxvii. 35), a stronger
expression is used by St. Paul, "For it is sanctified (u.OYlilCE.,.al) by the
word of God and prayer" (1 Tim. iv. 4, 5). No such expression is
used of the bread and the wine in the Lord's Supper. We do not
lay stress upon this latter fact, because there are so few passages in
which the Lord's Supper is referred to in the New Testament; because
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the Lord's Supper was certainly not regarded by the Apostles or New
Testament writers as "the highest act of worship." It is, however,
significant that so many cases can be cited in which the blessing
pronounced over ordinary food is mentioned, and the thanksgiving
spoken of with which such gifts of God ought to be received, for the
passages cited above are a mere sample of such passages, and not an
exhaustive list, while, on the other hand, the bread and wine of the
Lord's Supper are so seldom mentioned. All this would have been
impossible had the Lord's Supper that awful meaning which the
Christian superstition of later times attempted to impart to that
simple institution.
As to the idea of a sacrifice taking place in the Lord's Supper, it
has already been pointed out in our little book before refelTed to
(Rol1wn Catholie-ism, chap. iv.) that there is not a single passage in
the New Testament which can be fairly adduced in support of such
a doctrine. The context of Heb. xiii. 10 proves that the writer there
refers not to any Christian altar or sacrifice, but to the Jewish, with
which "the Hebrews" were well acquainted. The words of our Lord,
"Do this in remembrance of Me," contain no sacrificial expressions,
as has been abundantly shown in the b'ssays chiefly on the Original
Texts of the Old and New Testaments, by Rev. Professor ABBO'l"L', D.Litt.
and S.F.T.C.D., and in other works quoted in Roman Catholicism,
p. 67ff. Mr. V. STALEY'S attempt in his Catholic Religion to make out
that (&'Vd/LV1/crLS) (remembrance) is a sacrificial term is most elToneous. The
attempt to twist the expression (lI.eLTov/J'Yf'iV) ministering, which is used of
all kinds of ministry, whether that of men or women or angels (Rom.
xv. 27; 1 Kings i. 4; LXX, Heb. i. 4), and to interpret it as
equivalent to saying mass, is a gross imposition, not even countenanced
by the Douay (or RC.) version. If "the sacrifice of the Mass," or
a sacrificing priesthood in the Christian Church, had been in existence
in the days in which the Epistle to the Hebrews was written, both
peculiarities of Christian worship would necessarily have been referred
to in that Epistle. The Epistle to the Hebrews speaks largely concerning the priesthood of Christ, and notices the various points in
which it differed from the priesthood under the law.
That Epistle
also speaks distinctly about the one Sacrifice offered "once for all HIon the cross of Calvary, but it is as silent as the grave upon all
theories of the "continuation," "repetition," or " iteration" of thllt
one all-sufficient sacrifice.
In the early days of the Church of Christ, described in the Acts
·-Dr. ROCK, in his Hiel"1l1',qia, has ventured to assert that the translation" once
for all," is a serious imposition practised by the Protestant translators of the New
Testament, The words "for all" are, however, no addition whatever to the
text, but are simply placed in italics, as explicative of the expression which
there ocours. The Greek adverb ~<pdTra~ occurs in the New Testament in five
places (Dr. ROJK only mentions four), namely, in Rom. vi. 10; 1 Cor. xv. ti;
Heb. vii. 27, ix, 12, and x. 10. The idea of the unce being once for all, the act
or event referred to never being repeated, is contained in all the passages except
1 Cor. xv. 6, where it means" at one time." The necessity for the introduction
of the addition "for all" to make good English of the _passage was also f~lt by
the Revisers, who, however, have placed the explicative words in ordinary type.
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of the Apostles and in the Epistles and other writings of the New
Testament, no mention was made of priests offering up sacrifices for
the sins of the people.
In those days and in those writings the
completeness of the atonement wrought by Christ was :Jonstantly
dwelt upon, and men gloried in the redemption achieved by His
death on the cross.
The preaching of the everlasting Gospel was
the central point in all Christian worship, and the Lord's Supper
was administered at the common love-feast, in which the rich and
poor feasted together.
Christian meeting-places were then known
as "synagogues" (James ii. 2, RV.),oJi. and these synagogues were
daily governed by "elders," or presbyters.
The Jewish priests
exercised no authority over Jewish synagogues, which were erected
for prayer and the reading, study, and exposition of the Law and
the Prophets.
Christian synagogues were, no doubt, conducted in a
similar way in the Apostolic Church of New Testament times. We
read, however. that in the ancient days of Israel's history the people
longed to become like the nations round about them, to have kings
to rule over them, and fight their battles (1 Sam. viii.). So when
Christianity spread among the Gentiles, accustomed from their youth
up to priests, sacrifices, and images, the desire was gradually awakened
to possess something in connection with Christian worship akin to all
these. Hence they soon learn to speak of their presbyters as priests;
and inasmuch as the idea of priest and sacrifice was closely connected,
they began also to speak of the Lord's Supper as a sacrifice. It was
natural then to distinguish, as they had often done in their heathen
days, between bloody and unbloody sacrifices, and to use the latter
term as suitable for their Eucharist. .Thus, by little and little" names
originally only intended to be symbolical were by degrees regarded
"The sacrifices of praise and
as designations of something real.
thanksgiving," offered up by all the faithful, began to be regarded of
little value when compared with the "unbloody sacrifice," which by
degrees it was sapposed the priest alone had the power to offer, in
the Eucharist.
Thus, as St. ,Peter had warned the Church in his day, "false
teachers" '[Yrivily brought in their heresies (2 Peter ii. 1, 2), and the
development of evil grew rapidly in the professed Church of Jesus
Christ. The Lord's Supper was transformed by degrees, until it
became at last "a daily sacrifice." And though St. Peter had
affirmed of his risen Lord that" the heaven must receive Him until
the times of the restitution of all things" (Acts iii. 21), men learned to
• See for proofs the chapter on "The Church and the Synagogue," in the
work of Rev. FRED. H. CHASE, B.D., on 'l'he Lord's Prayer in the Earl I Chu"ch,
in the Cambridge 1exts ,,,,d Studies, vol. i., Cambridge University Press, .1891.
Mr. CHASE gives some interesting arguments to prove that the Lord's Prayer
itself was a part of the early liturgy used in those places of meeting, as well as
some very interesting suggestions to show that the adoption of the Synagogue
system in the 'early Church had an intimate cQnnection with the composition of
the written Gospel. See also my penny pamphlet on The Syna·.ogue and its
LeSIons, published by J. KENSIT, London, Paternoster Row, from 'which the
above note is quoted.
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believe that their priests could bring Him down from above (comp.
Romans x. 6, 9), and place Him on an imaginary altar, "body, soul
and divinity" under" the sacramental veils of bread and wine," which,
when duly "consecrated," were "lifted up" for adoration as God
Almighty, "gazed upon" a\> held up by the priest in "a monstrance,"
"carried about" in processions for the purpose of "benediction," and
shut up in a pyx or tabernacle, a lamp being kept burning, to ·indicate
" the presence" of the Redeemer in that receptacle, that" the faithful"
might, at their convenience, silently adore and worship that which
the priest had made.
When Holy Scripture speaks of any' wonders being performed by
the opponents of true religion, it is wont to speak of such phenomena
as if they really took place. The divinely-inspired writers showed
practical wisdom in not requiring their hearers or readers to examine
into the reality or fictitious character of the miracles which they might
see or hear of.
Thus "the miracles" of the magicians of Egypt who withstood
Moses are left unexplained, as if they were in reality supernatural
phenomena; the superstitious dread of Balaam's curse was not made
a subject of controversy; all necromancy. divination, consulting with
familiar spirits, are denounced as abominations (Deut. xviii. 9-14);
and the possibility is sometimes assumed that signs and wonders
might be performed in support even of idolatry (Deut. xiii. 1-5).
It is not surprising, therefore, to find in the prophecies of the
Revelation that the false prophet, there depicted in chap. xiii. 11-18,
is represented as performing great signs and miracles. The reality
of those miracles is, in accordance with Biblical precedent, not
disputed; although. in face of what has been already noticed concerning other" signs and wonders," we are far from maintaining that
those "miracles" ought to be regarded as real.
We have no intention here of entering into any exposition of
prophecy, as that lies beyond the scope of the present booklet. But
we cannot refrain from drawing attention to certain points as illus(;rative
of our subject. The false prophet of Revelation xiii. is described as
inducing the people to "make an image. to the beast." He is
described further as himself giving breath to that image, or in other
words, causing it to be endowed with life. Further, in consequence
of the life so imparted, the image of the beast is said to speak.
And lastly he "causes that as many as should not worship the image
of the beast should be killed."
It is not necessary to cite passages to prove that importance was
always attached to the bread and wine used for the purposes of the
Eucharist being provided, ideally at least, by the people; or to call
special attention to the prayers and ceremonies connected with the
presentation of those gifts from the people in the service of the Mass.
It is part and parcel of the doctrine of the so-called Real Presence
that those gifts of bread and wine are, when presented, dead and
lifeless, but that, as a result of the words of consecration pronounced
by the priest, they are supposed to receive life and animation. The
miracle performed in the Mass is, according to the Roman teaching,
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one which is ordinarily invisible to mortal eyes, the miracle consisting
not only in the host being made alive, but that, after such a wondrous
change haS' taken place in its substance, it should still remain, although
subjected to the tests of all the senses, visibly bread.
The host enclosed in the tabernacle it;; thus regarded as a living
thing, as being nothing less than Jesus who is "the life and light
of men." Hence pmyer is addressed to it as a person, one sample
of which may be cited from Alphonsus Liguori's Visits ta the Sacrament,
English edition (Dublin: Richard Grace and Son), 1849, p. 21.
Liguori was canonised 1839, in the Pontificate of Gregory XVI. :"Since, myJesus, Thou 'remainest enclosed in our tabernacles, to
hear and receive the prayers and supplications of those miserable
wretches who present themselves before Thee, vouchsafe this day to
hear the request which is presented unto Thee by the most ungrateful
of sinners," etc.
The following will illustrate both the points mentioned above. It
is a wonder recorded in St. Gl'e,qor1/ the Great: his Works and Spirit,
by the Right Rev Abbot Snow, M.A., O.S.B. (London: J. Hodge,
1891.) In p. 78 of this biography it is stated that John the Deacon
tells of a woman who, while receiving the Sacrament, could not keep
herself from smiling when the priest said, "The Body of our Lord
Jesus Christ preserve thy soul." On being asked her reason for smiling,
she replied, "Because I knew that I made with my own hands the
bread that you offered me as the body of our Lord." On hearing
this Gregory, grieved at her incredulity, knelt in prayer, when lo!
"the particles which he had placed on the altar assumed the appearance of flesh." He knelt again in prayer, ",,,hen the flesh resumed
.'
the appearance of bread."
"
The" miracle" exactly accords with the explanation given in the
1\
Catech. Cancil. Trident., pars. ii. cap. iv. xlvi.: "For since, from the
.
common nature of men, it is specially abhorrent to be fed with the
food of human flesh, or with a draught of blood, He most wisely caused
that the most holy body and blood should be administered to us under
the appearance of these things, bread and wine, by the daily and
,"
common sustenance of which we are specially gratified."
Numerous instances of similar occurrences are given in von Cochem's"
Erkliirung des heiligen Messap!ers, some of them even recognised by acts
"
of various Popes. One may suffice here. On p.158 mention is made
of a host that had fallen, off the paten raising itself from the ground
and floating in mid air, until the priest, who unfortunately had but one
" corporal" at hand, that on which the ciborium was standing, took
the napkin with which he had wiped the 'chalice, and thus took up
the floating host, which; as he turned to the altar to beg forgiveness
for the dishonour accidently inflicted, presented itself to him in thc
form of a lovely boy. It is further related that Christ was also on
that occasion beheld by the choristers,some of whom beheld Him in
form like a man, and in Divine majesty.' And further, that the bishop
who had consecrated the church came back to visit it, on hearing the
extraordinary intelligence. At first he saw nothing extraordinary,
but after earnest prayer he was' permitted to behold the host trans-
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formed into Christ wearing the crown of thorns. Stories of a similar
kind are also rtJIated by von Cochem concerning" the Holy Blood,"
Such anecdotes are recommended "by authority" for the perusal of
"the faithful."
The host, moreover, according to Roman Catholic authorities, has
not unfrequently been known actually to speak-and why should it
not do so, if the Romanish doctrine be indeed true 7 The real
miracle, according to Romanish teaching, lies in its silence and
"self-annihilation," as Liguori terms it (Visits to the Blessed Sacrement, p. 21). Occasionally, however, that silence, if her historians
are to be credited" is broken.
Thus in the Acta Sanct01'um (August 13th), p. 255, in the Life of
St. Walthen it is recorded that the saint, after consecrating the
host, found in his hand "a little infant beautiful above the sons of
men," who gently" patted the head and face of the saint," and at last
" raised up his hands and, making the sign of the cross, blessed the saint,
and vanished from his sight, who now saw nothing but the usual host."
In the fifth vol. of the same Acta Sanctorum (February 22nd), it
is recorded of St. Margaret of Cortona, that she, "inflamed with
love as the service was proceeding in the church at the elevation
of the body of Christ, saw a lovely boy, whiter than snow, clad in
purest gold, in the hands of the priest, but the hands that held
him were of the blackest hue.
Then the Lord said unto her,
'Does it seem to you that I thy Creator am more beautiful than
everything 7' She answered and said, '0, my Lord, it is impossible
for me to declare Thy admirable beauty. But my laughter is turned
into tears . when I see Thee, my King, so irreverently handled;
then moved with sorrow and fear, I am conf;trained to cry out,
mercy, mercy, for those hands so foul. 0, let them be cleansed by
the grace of Thy remission.'
But His compassion yielding to the
supplication of His praying daughter, answered, 'Let that priest
for whom thou hast entreated, if he wish to obtain mercy, prepare
himself by careful watchfulness for an effectual penance.'''
This may suffice on this head, though numerous more instances
might be added from ancient and modern lives of so· called saints.
On the last sad point, namely, in proof that the dogma of the
"real presence" in the consecrated elements had been a fruitful
cause of persecution', it may suffice to quote a few words of Archbishop TILLOTSON, Archbishop of Canterbury 1691-5.
"It (transubstantiation) is scandalous, also, on account of its
cruel and bloody consequences, so contrary to the plain laws of
Christianity, and to the one great end and design of this sacrament
(of the Lord's Supper), which is to unite Chi:istians in the most
perfect love and charity towards one another j whereas this doctrine
has been the occasion of the' most barbarous and bloody tragedies
that ever were acted in the world j for this has been, in the Church
of Rome, the great burning doctrine, and, absurd and unreasonable
as it is, more Christians have been murdered for the denial of it
than for all the other articles of their religion" (Tillotson's Worlc.~1
fol., London, 1728, tom. i. p. 242).
3 I
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It is .unnecessary here to cite any proofs of the truth of Archbishop 'rillotson's affirmation. Those who have read with any attention
the accusations preferred against the worthies whom Rome has dared
to brand as "heretics," cannot be ignorant of the fact that a denial
of .the doctrine of "the real presence" in the consecrated elements has
always formed the most conspicuous feature of the indictment drawn·
up against them. Martyrs innumerable have been "handed over" to
the secular power for execution because they have denied that doctrine,
which is the basis on which all priestly authority ultimately rests.
The doctrine of "the real presence" is, however, one of vital importance, both for the Church of Rome and for the Greek or Eastern
communion. For, if that doctrine be overthrown: the whole fabric of
sacerdotalism which rests on it as a foundation is overthrown also. On
the other hand, if the doctrine, under any disguise whatever, be upheld,
the priest must needs regain t1J.e position assumed in the Dark Ages,
and become ultimately the chief ruler of the kingdom.
Archbishop Cranmer well asks in his" preface to the reader" in his
noble work published in 1550, Defence of the True and Catholic Doctrine of the Sacrament: "What availeth it to take away beads, pardons,
pilgrimages, and such like popery, so long as two chief roots remain
unpulled up? Whereof, so long as they remain, will spring again
all former impediments of the Lord's harvest, and corruption of His
flock. The rest is but branches and leaves, the cutting away whereof
is but like topping and lopping of a tree, or cutting down of woods,
leaving the body standing and the roots in the ground; but the very
body of the tree,or rather. the roots of the weeds, is the popish
doctrine of transubstantiation, of the real presence of Christ's flesh
and blood in the sacrament of the altar (as they call it), and of the
sacrifice and oblation of Christ made by the priest for the salvation
of the quick and the dead. Which roots,. if they be suffered to grow
in the Lord's vineyard, they will overspread all the ground again with
the old errors and superstitions."
Archbishop Cranmer's words have been almost prophetical. In ou;'
day it is sadly true that the doctrine of "the real presence" has been
revived in our midst, and the other errors of the Church of Rome
have, one after the other, formed a lodgment within the National
Church of England.
It is of vital importance in these days that Protestants should also
remember that if the doctrine of the real presence in the consecrated
elements be untrue, and opposed to what is taught in Sacred Scripture,
all those who "fall down and worship" the consecrated bread and
wine, are (however unconsciously) guilty of idolatry, as it is defined
in the Scriptures both of the Old and New Testaments. They are
worshipping that as God which is not God, and giving Divine honour
to things which are the· works of men's hands. If such an opinion
be deemed intolerant, it ought to be distinctly noted that the same
conclusions have been set forth in the Revelations of St. Catherine of
Sienna (quoted on.p. 104), and by Cardinal Yaughan and his brother
bishops (p. 103).
'1'he Black Rubric, as it is commonly styled-that is, the final notice
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at the end of the Communion Service in the Book of Common Prayerrightly affirms that "no adoration ought to be done either unto
the sacramental bread and wine there bodily received, or unto any
corporeal presence of Christ's natural flesh and blood. For the
sacramental bread and wine remain still in their very natural substances, and therefore may not be adored (for that were idolatry,
to be abhorred of all faithful Christians); and the natural body
and blood of our Saviour Christ are in heaven, and not here; it
being against the truth of Christ's natural body to be at one time
in more places than one."
'Ve close with the words of the martyred Cranmer (in the continuation of his preface, quoted above): "Seeing that many have
set to their hands, and whetted their tools to pluck up the weeds,
and to cut down the tree of error, I, not knowing otherwise how to
excuse myself at the last day, have in this book set to my hand and
axe with the rest, to cut down this tree, and to pluck up the weed~
and plants by the roots, which our heavenly Father never planted,
but were grafted and sown in His vineyard by His adversary, the
devil, and antichrist his minister. . . . When I see His vineyard
overgrown-with thorns, brambles, and weeds, I know that everlaating
woe appertaineth unto me if I hold my peace. . . . It pitieth me
to see the simple and hungry flock of Christ led into corrupt pastures,
to be carried blindfold they know not whither, and to be fed with
poison in the stead of wholesome meat. And moved by the duty,
office, and place, whereunto it hath pleased God to call me, I give
warning in His name unto all that profess Christ, that they flee far
from Babylon, if they will save their souls, and to beware of that
great harlot, that is to say, the pestiferous see of Rome, that she
make you not drunk with her pleasant wine. Trust not her sweet
promises, nor banquet with her; for instead of wine she will give
you sour dregs, and for meat she will fed you with rank poison. But
.come to our Redeemer and Saviour Christ,who refresheth all that
truly come unto Him, be their anguish and heaviness never so
great."
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MULTUM IN P ARVO.
THE Primary Charge of the ARCHBISHOP of CANTERBURY, delivered last
month, has struck dismay into the hearts of God's people, and many
an earnest cry has already ascended to the throne of the Almighty
beseeching Him to make bare His arm, and to appear in some powerful and surprising way, for the sake of His own great Name. The
Charge is too lengthy to be discussed fully in the brief space at
.our disposal, but we may point out that the deadly doctrine of a
local Objective Presence of Christ in, with, or under the" consecrated"
elements of bread and wine, in the Lord's Supper, is declared by Dr.
TEMPLE to be permissible in the Church of England. 'l'his appalling statement is made in the open face of the decision of the Judicial
·Committee of the Privy Council, in the case of SHEPPARD versus
DENKE'l"l', which ran :-" Any Presence which is not a PrescIlc;e to the
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soul of the faithful receiver, the Church does not by her Articles and
Formularies affirm. They need not ask whether there is really any
doubt as to the admissibility of the doctrine of HOOKER and WATERLAND, who appear to be described as 'Receptionists' in the Church
of which they have been two of the greateat ornaments." The
attempt made by ARCHBISHOP TEMPLE to retain the Sacerdotalist
Party in the Church of England by allowing them to teach certain
phases of the superstitious and idolatrous error of "Transubstantiation," under the name of "Consubstantiation," is too obviously lacking
in straightforwardness to be tolerated for a moment by Protestant
Englishmen. Were the statement warranted by fact, the National
Church would seem to have been strangely ignorant of its own creed
for the past 300 years! No time should, therefore, be lost in recording a national protest against Dr. TEIIIPLE'S novel and pernicious averments. The voice of England should promptly respond to the Sacerdotal challenge offered by the chief ecclesiastical ruler in the Establishment, and the cruel injustice done by him to the Faith for which
the Reformers shed their blood should be indignantly repudiated.
The action of Dr. TEMPLE will certainly serve to intensify the present
feelings of impatience and righteous anger which the country in
general entertains towards the Episcopal toleration of the idolatrous
practicer; which desecrate thousands of our parish churches, and insult
the high Majesty of heaven. Lying on the table at the time of our
writing is a Ritualistic Manual, entitled Help by the Way by the
Rev. E. De ROMESTEIN, formerly curate of Ardleigh, in which he
states :-" This Holy Communion is really one and the same sacrifice
with that upon the cross "-(a shameless contradiction of the Saviour's
words, "It is finished! "). " It is not different to it. It does not add
to it nor take from it. It is the same, mysteriously continued! " How
can that be "continued" which is Divinely declared to be" finished" r
Ritualists deny the truth of the Gospel. How, then, can we tolerate
their unscriptural and illegal teaching 1-The persistent rumours about
the BISHOP of LIVERPOOL'S resignation seem to express rather a wish
on somebody's part than an approaching fact. It is understood that
the BISHOP is resolved to die in harness. Dr. RYLE was born in 1816.
His Oxford distinctions belong to the times of A. P. Sl'ANLEY (they
were in the same First Class), R. W. CHURCH, and W. C. LAKE. He
belongs, therefore, to an Oxford generation of which few representatives
are left to us. The gm,sipsbegin now to say that the BISHOP of
EXETER may seek retirement before the BISHOP of LIVERPOOL. But
Dr. BICKERSTETH is nine years younger than Dr. RYLE, and has only
been a Bishop since 1885.-We regret to note the death, by drowning,
in Ireland, of COLONEL McNEILE, R.E. (retired), of Ealing, son of the
late DR. McNEILE, Dean of Ripon.-Mr. JOHN KENSIT has again written
to the BISHOP of LONDON, deprecating his Lordship's continued toleration of clerical lawlessness in the diocese, and warning him that
The laity will shortly take vigorous steps to oppose Ritualism in the
churches unless he act at once.-Referring to Sir WILLIAM HARCOUR'I"S
remark that the English Church Union is not a small or insignificant
body, a correspondent points out that the strength of the Union has
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been understated. According to Whitaker's Almanack the KC.D.
contains thirty-two Bishops, 4,248 clergy, and 29,720 lay communicants.
As the total number of clergy in England and Wales is about 23,000,
it will be seen that this formidable society contains nearly one-fifth
of them.-As an illustration of the profanity of the age, it is sad to
notice what a large number of recently-published novels have the
name of the Deity introduced in their titles. "God's Outcast," "God's
Foundling," "God's Prisoner," "God's Fool," "The Wheel of God,"
" The Mills of God," "God is Love," " In the Image of God," and" In
Ood's Good Time," are only a few of them.

THOMAS CRANMER AND HIS TIMES.
By THE EDITOR.
IN the course of these Protestant Studies we have already glanced at
the greatest of the many great services which JOHN WYCLIFFE was,
by the grace of God, enabled to perform in the interests of the
reformation of religion in England-his translation of the Holy
Scriptures into the vulgar tongue. From the reign of ALFRED, in the
ninth century till the age of WYCLIFFE in the fourteenth, no attempt
was made-if we except that of RICHARD ROLL, in the same century
with the Vicar of Lutterworth-to give a translation of any portion
·of the Bible to the English speaking people. And, indeed, if the
versions previous to that of WYCLIFFE had been more complete than
they were, yet had they failednto serve the end their authors sought.
For they were rarely brought beyond the precincts of the monastery cell,
or known otherwise than in the library of some nobleman at whose
.expense copies had been made. The Scriptures, prior to the translation of the enlightened and learned Leicestershire Rector, did not
come into the hands of the people. To that solitary man of God
were given the distinction and honour of enabling his fellow-countrymen
to read in the tongue wherein they "were born the wonderful
works of God." Apart, too, from the unspeakable spiritual benefits
·conferred upon England by the translation of the great fourteenth
century Reformer, it has been well remarked that as CHAUCER is styled
"the father of English poetry," so WYCLIFFE, owing to the powerful
influence which his simple, pathetic, and beautiful rendering of the
Scriptures exercised in forming the English tongue, may well be considered the" father of English lJrose." No man wrote more in his
day than WYCLIFFE, and as he wrote mainly for the common people,
he studied to be simple and clear. Thus had the God of the Bible
raised up and qualified His own chosen instrument to prepare the way
for the fuller revelation of His glorious Gospel to this benighted
and Rome-enslaved nation.
No sooner had the great work of translation been perfected, than
another almost as difficult, that of publishing, began. The printing
press was not at first that handmaid of the written Word which
presently it became; yet hundreds of willing hands, in their measure,
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supplied this lack, and the Word ran "very swiftly" throughout the
land. The opposition of Antichrist, however, was certainly angry, and
also occasionally only too successful. Nevertheless, the time to "favour
Zion" had divinely come, and none could stl:Ly the hand of Omnipotence.
Martyrs, indeed, were not wanting to seal the faith of the Gospel,
during the nearly two centuries which elapsed from the date of the
raising of the two inspired 'Witnesses-the Old and New Testamentsto the glorious outburst of light and liberty in the reigns
HENRY VIII., EDWARD Vr., and ELIZABE'l'H. On the death of WYCLIFFE,
however, it was found that the Bible doctrines he had proclaimed,
alike from the pulpit and with his pen, had taken a firm and deep
hold upon the English heart. The priestly usurpations of Rome
were now tried in the balance of God's Word, and were esteemed a:
their true value.
.
The Lollards, or Wyckliffites, fearless of such statutes l:J.S were
passed for their suppression from time to time, continued to travel
the country and preach in the market-places and at fairs, as well a,,;
in churches and churchyards, the way of salvation through faith in the
Person and merits of the Lord Jesus Christ. It was in the reign of
HENRY IV. that a law was passed (A.D. 1400) adjudging men to deatl.
for religion, the first that so stained the English Statute-book. It
enacted that all incorrigible" heretics" should be burned alive. Thi"
Act, entitled De Hreretico Comburendo, claimed for the Bishops that
they were the proper judges of heresy-[the self-same exclusive power
(I may remark here in passing) that is suggested should be restored,
in the recent "Report" of the Royal Commission appointed to inquire
into the Ecclesiastical Courts at the present time.]
Persecution has always been the right-hand of superstition, and
false religion. But, just as in the case of the enslaved Isralities,
whom the Egyptians sought the more determinedly to oppress as the
hour of their deliverance drew nigh-who nevertheless the more
manifestly grew and multiplied-so it was in England as the cruelty
and rage of the Papal Antichrist increased against the people of Godthey waxed stronger and stronger. The mighty Spirit of life and trutl,
had Himself a controversy with the kingdom of darkness, and, as ever,
the victory lay with the Lord and with His Church. "The art of
printing" (as BLUNT observes in his Sketch of the Reformation in England,
in this age of the revival of the Gospel, answered in some meaEure to
the miraculous gift of tongues in the age of its first publication.
It was soon perceived that if the Pope did not put an end to the
press, the press would put an end to the Pope." 'fhe fire, the faggot.
and the anathema, Rome's favourite traditional arguments, were all
tried, but in vain.
God's purposes were ripening fast, unfolding
every hour.
The cup of Papal iniquity was full to overflowing,
and Rome's sins were doomed to come up in remembrance before God,
while the cries of His oppressed saints now entered into the ear:;
of Jehovah-Sabbaoth, with whom, as His elect, He had long silently
borne.
There is little room for doubt that one of the most prolific secondary
causes which led to a reformation in our land was the gross cor-
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ruption, in their doctrine and their lives, of the clergy, both secular
and regular-the ordinary priests and the monastic orders. The
latter had so vastly increased in numbers and wealth that they had
become a standing menace to the commonwealth. It appears that
the mendicant orders, namely, the Dominicans (or black friars), the
Franciscans (or grey friars), the Carmelites (or white friars), and the
Augustinians-the four main divisions of what we may well call
Rome's " locust" army-found their way into England about
A.D. 1300. The monastic orders, of whatever designation, have ever
shown themselves to be the earnest emissaries and friends of the
Pope. Their uniform practice, in the prosecution of their plans,
is to insinuate themselves into the good graces and confidence of
the people among whom they settle, and then to enrich themselves
on the substance of their dupes. This policy, so worthy of the
great world-church, had served her ends with such unwavering
success, that when HENRY VIII. ascended the throne of England a
large portion of the wealth of the kingdom was attached to the
monasteries. The King himself, at the date of his accession in 1509
(contemporaneously with the birth of CALVIN and KNOX and of others
destined in the counsel of God to play a most important part in the
coming religious Revolution at home and abroad) was as bigoted a
Papist as any sovereign then ruling in Europe. During the first
nineteen years of his reign persecution raged furiously. Great
numbers of persons whom the Spirit and the Word had enlightened,
were prosecuted in the ecclesiastical courts and variously punished.
In 1519 seven persons were burned in one fire at Coventry, for
teaching their children and servants the Lord's Prayer and the Ten
Commandments in English. The King was blindly zealous. LUTHER'S
works having been brought to England, and republished in the
English language, proved highly acceptable to the friends of Gospel
truth, and equally galling to the Romish clergy. The latter adopted
prompt measures for the suppression of the new effort. In obedience
to the Papal Bull, by which the Reformers' books were condemned to
the flames, Cardinal WOLSEY convened a numerous assembly of nobles,
prelates, and ecclesiastics of every grade, with whom he repaired in
solemn procession to St. Paul's Cathedral (May 12th, 1521), where
Bishop FISHER preached against heresy. After the service a fire was
kindled, and copies of LUTHER'S books, which had been procured for
the occasion, were publicly consumed. Indeed, HENRY himself entered
into a written controversy with the great German Reformer, and by
his literary labours earned from Pope LEO, X. the title, "Defender
of the Faith" (a title which our Protestant sovereigns still assume),
a further expression of approval being conferred by the Vatican in
the shape of an "Indulgence" to all who should read the King's
book, the original of which, I may here observe, is still to be seen'
at Rome.
Never, however, was that inspired declaration more manifestly illus-.
trated than in the case of this bigoted and tyrannical Popish sovereign,
"There are many devices in a man's heart j nevertheless, the counsel
of the Lord, that shall stand." For, in 1526, HENRY avowed his doubts
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respecting the lawfulness of his marriage with KATHERINE, his queen,
who had been previously married to his brother ARTHuR. This incident
drew into notice one 'l'BOMAS CRANMER who (born in Nottinghamshire, in
1489), of a family whose ancestors had come to England with William
the Conqueror-now a man of about forty years of age-was residing
at Cambridge (his University). It appears that the fame of the
Lutheran contrpversy having reached Cambridge, CRANlIlER set himself
-Romanist ~ou!Sp he was-to investigate the question on which side
the truth lay-on the side of the Papal Church or on that of the German
Reformer. He studied the Hebrew and Greek languages that he might
have -acoess to the f01J.ntains of knowledge, for, even thus early, he
felt that this controversy was one that the Bible, and the Bible only,
could determine. After three years spent in the study of the Scriptures,
without, Commentaries or human help, the darkness of scholasticism,
which till now had hung around him was cleared'away, and the simple
yet majestic truth of salvation by faith in Christ stood forth in glory
before his eyes on the sacred page. Thus, for forty years, had the
God of the Reformation been leading and preparing His own selected
instrument for a work, of whose blessed fruits we partake unto this
hour. At this point it was that two of his friends, well acquainted with
his eminent attainments in theology, directed his attention to the question which was then occupying all men's minds-the royal divorce!
CRANMER spoke his sentiments frankly, not at all imagining that any
utterances of his WQuld be borne beyond his own chamber. The vital
consideration, in an age when the potent ruler, whose seat was at
Rome, irrevocably decided all questions of doctrine and morals, of
course was, "What will the Pope say to a divorce, especially as the
marriage itself was contracted under cover of a Papal dispensation 1"
"Why go to Rome ~" asked CRANMER. "Why take so long a road
when by a shorter you may arrive at a more certain conclusion 1"
"What is that shorter road 1" asked GARDINER and Fox.
" The
Scriptures," replied CRANlIlER. " If God has mad.e this marriage sinful,
the Pope cannot make it lawfu1." "But how shall we know what the
Scriptures say on the point ~" inquired his two friends. "Ask the
Universities," answered the Doctor, "they will return a sounder verdict
than the Pope." CRANlIIER'S words were reported to HENRY VIII., who
thereupon sent for him, and c~mmanded him to write a treatise upon
the subject at issue. This he did; when his royal patron sent him
abroad to collect the _ opinions _of authorities in France, Italy, and
Germany. While on the Continent he came into such near relations
with the Protestants, a,s, probably, tended largely to influence his
future conduct. The consensus of enlightened opinion thus gathered
-by Dr. CRANMER was in favour of the Scriptural view. After his return
to England the Archbishopric of Canterbury was accepted by him,
though not without certain conscientious objections, which appear to
have been overcome not altogether satisfactorily.
Soon after his accession to office, CRANMER found himself in conflict
with the pretensions of the Pope, which presently led to a rupture
on the fundamental inquiry, "Who is supreme ruler in this Church
and realm of England 1" Not to enter here into the details of this great
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constitutional controversy, it must suffice to record the fact that, on
March 22nd, 1532-the same year that saw the Archbishopric of
Canterbury pass out of the hands of its last Papal usurper into those
of the present Protestant line-the consent of Convocation was
.affirmatively given to the question, "Do you acknowledge the King
as your supreme head, so far as the law of Christ allows 1"
Thus the yoke which AUGUSTINE the monk had imposed nearly
1,000 years before was shattered by a pronounced' blow on the part
of a Church which, though as yet only partially enlightened, found
itself (in the inscrutable purposes of the Most High) constrained
to yield to providential pressure, and unwittingly to promote in our
beloved land a revolution whose blessed spiritual results eternity alone
will fully reveal. . The arena of Reformation conflict was now narrowed
into national limits. Foreign interference having been summarily
disposed of, the reconstitution of the British Chureh on primitive,
.apostolic, and Scriptural principles became merely a matter of detail
in that wondrous Divine providence which, by means of the most
unpromising instrumeQts, had already wrought so great a deliverance.
THOMAS CRANMER had by this time approved himself, through the
.grace of God, the prevailing mind of the crisis. HENRY, to the end
of his bigoted, passionate, and utterly unchristian rejgn, nevertheless
played the part of the unconscious clay in the hands of the Great
Potter, dying as he had lived, the unrepentant author of those
"Six Articles" which sacrificed some of the purest martyr-blood that
.ever flowed in defence of the Gospel of the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, thereby furnishing these last days of ours with a terrible
example of the lengths of iniquity and cruelty to which the false
creed of Rome can educate and actuate poor fallen human nature.
'1'0 THOMAS CRANMER it is, under the ordaining and superintending
hand of the living God, that we trace the initiatory steps which,
like those taken in the days of Israel's deliverance from Egypt, were
entered upon in the direction of scriptural purification and reconstruction during the chequered reign of him to whom modern Romanists
.contemptuously point as the author of our National Protestant Religion.
Setting aside, then, the super-incumbent presence of HENRY in
connection with the progress of the great religious revolution of the
sixteenth century, we may note the following important facts. in
relation to THOMAS CRANMER, the first Protestant Archbishop of
Canterbury since the restoration of the Early British Church.
1. That it was through his enlightened Scriptural knowledge and
efforts that the usurped supremacy of the Pope in the affairs of our
ancient National Church was cast off, from which date we may consider
that the work of Protestant reconstitution commenced.
2. That, owing to his laborious and wise exertions, the Bible
was printed and authoritatively published, while certain parts of the
public services were provided in English for for the use of the people,
instead of in Latin as formerly.
3. That having been appointed one of the executors of the will of
HENRY VIII., and also a member of the Regency during the minority
.of EDWARD VI., it became CUANMER'S anxious service to remodel the
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disfigured and perverted Church of England (so far as his light
went) on Bible principles, which we find illustrated in the fact,
that by his instrumentality an English Liturgy was drawn up, and
established by the authority of Parliament; doctrinal Articles of
Religion were compiled, and certain 'Homilies were written-probably
by himself-to supply the pulpits of the Church with the pure Gospel,
in default of the ability of the conforming priests of Rome to preach
that Gospel to their flocks, under the new order of things.
And here I feel constrained to emphasize the remarkable history
of the "Thirty-nine Articles of Religion," which have substantially
continued to this day as the product of CRANMER'S well-instructed
pen. The facts relating to their preparation are obscure; but putting
all things together, it would appear that the Articles were drawn up by
CRANMER himself, and presented to EDwARD in 1552. They were
revised, at the King's instance, by GRINDAL, KNox, and others.
Having received CRANMER'S revise, they were published in 1553 by
the King's authority, both in Latin and English, "to be publicly
owned as the sum of the doctrine of the Church of England." Of
the definite doctrines of the Articles of the Church of England (as
drawn up by THOMAS CRANMER) it may be observed that, in the
main, they follow in the path of the great Apostle St. Paul, and
of the Swiss Reformer CALVIN, while the Golden Article, the Sixth,
sufficiently proves that the aim of CRANMER (and of the various
authorities since his day who have had under revision these standards
of our national faith) was to recognize in the infallible Word 01
God alone the final arbiter of the soul's eternal interests.
In concluding this hurried and imperfect sketch of the times
of _ the Patriarch of the English Reformation, it becomes one's
sorrowful duty to refer to the tragic chapter which closes CRANMER'S
earthly career.
'
On the accession of the Papist Queen M,ARY, he and several others
of the leaders of the Reformation were sent as prisoners to the Tower.
'fhey were proceeded against as heretics; and, as we ourselves have
lived to see the days when the very errors are revived among us for
which these holy men of God were burned to death, it is well here
to recite the crucial questions submitted by the courts to CRANMER
and his Protestant brethren.
First, then-" Whether the natural body of Christ was really in
the Sacrament 1"
Next-" Whether any other substance did remain, after the words
of consecration, than the body of Christ 1"
Last-" Whether in the Mass there was a sacrifice and propitiation
for the sins of the living and dead 1"
It ought never to be forgotten that the martyrdoms of the English
Reformation centred in the denial of the medireval error of the Real
Presence and Transubstantiation. CRANl,IER, through the enabling grace
of God, refused-after a painful ordeal of wavering faith-to endorse
Rome's deadly doctrine, and sealed his ,noble testimony and simple
trust in the merits of the Lord Jesus Christ in the fires of martyrdom
at Oxford, March 21st, 1556. The blood ofA-the martyrs is the seed of
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the Church. Let us, then, contend earnestly for the faith which we have
received at such a cost!
One word only more. The priestly falsehood which teaches that
the consecration of the bread and the wine in any way whatever change~
its nature, has again become one of the popular tests of simple faith
in the plain words of Holy Writ. Who among us, then, is prepared
to suffer through a faithful protest against this Christ-dishonouring
error 1
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NO PEACE WI'l'H ERROR.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
SIR,-The Ritualistic Church Review, October 6th, asks, "Is peace
possible 7" We reply in the words of J ehu, "What peace, so long as
the whoredoms of thy mother Jezebel and her witchcrafts are so
many 7" But, while speaking of peace, the reviewer makes ready for
battle, and, like a conquering hero, demands further concessions, as
if victory were in the hands of LORD HALIFAX and his legions,
The Protestantism of the country has been awakened by Mr. KENSIT,
and he and those who war with him are not likely to lay down
their armour until victory is secured, as it was to Jehu, who rested
not until the Baals of that day were destroyed, and Israel returned
to the worship of Jehovah. The Primate's charge is full of platitudes
and will satisfy neither Evangelicals nor Sacerdotalists. We learn
nothing from it; the teaching of our Church of the Reformation is
ignored, and her Bible teaching dishonoured.
As an old man, I pity those who adopt a ritual, pleasing it may
be to the natural man, but to the spiritual man a stumbling block and
a rock of offence. "God is a Spirit: and those who worship Him
must worship Him in spirit and in truth."
We old Evangelicals have not followed cunningly devised fables:
"we seek a city whose builder and maker is God." The river which
makes it glad is clear as crystal, and refreshes its citizens when weary.
As a Devonshire man, I know SIR JOHN KENNAWAY, and trust he
may be still spared as one of our county Members, but peace must
be with honour; we dare not compromise" Truth," and-with all due
respect to LORD HALIFAX-I cannot but still regret his ignorance and
unbelief of the teaching of Christ and His Apostles. In my intercourse with clergy and laity here I am surprised to hear so much of
what the "Church" says; but what Church do they mean 7 for there
have been, and are, Churches many, but our XIXth Article teaches
us that "The visible Church of Christ is a congregation of faithful
men, in which the pure Word of God is preached, and the sacraments
be duly ministered according to Christ's ordinance in all those
things that of necessity are requisite to the same." I will not ask
or inquire about what other Churches do, but this is what the Church
of the Reformation places before us as the Church of England: for
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those great truths and principles our fathers bled and suffered, and,
if now acted upon and believed, we say there can be "peace, and
peace with honour;" but if we are required to accept Sacerdotalism,
pure and simple (it may be in their estimation), we say decidedly
" No,. we will not have such an idol to worship; an idol of man's
devising is still an idol, and Jehovah has declared, 'Ye shall have
no other God but Me.''' Jehovah's denunciation throughout the
Scriptures of truth are no negation, they are positive, and the beloved
Apostle, St. John, says, "Little children, keep yourselves from idols."
There is another important question brought before us in the
controversies which have arisen, namely, the Confessional.
Here
the mind shudders at the humiliation of men who glory in their
shame.
Honly one half be true, well may we expect to reap in
the future-ay, and near future, too- a harvest of profligacy.
The Bishops, by remaining silent, show that they are indifferent
to the morals of the rising generation.
Educated in our Church
Schools under the tuition of some of our clergy, children who
attend the confessional will come forth as a scourge to our nation,
to sow profligacy and vice.
Faithfully in Christ,
October, 1898.
V. P. H.
P.S.-Since writing the above, I have been looking into Dr. WYLIE'S
History of Protestantism, published by Cassell and Co., and note the
following : "Chief among these, is the' Confessional.' The Confessional was
called the place of penitence, it was in reality a seat of jurisdiction.
It was a tribunal, the highest of all tribunals, because, to the
Papists, the tribunal of God. Its terrors far transcended those of the
human judgment seat, as the sword of eternal anathema transcends
the gallows of temporal Governments. It afforded, moreover, unrivalled
facilities foi' sowing sedition and organizing rebellion. Here the
priest sat unseen, digging, hour by hour, and day after day, the
mine beneath the Prince he had marked out for ruin, while the
latter never once suspected that his overthrow was being prepared,
till he was hurled from his seat."
V. P. H.
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REMINISCENCES OF CLIFTON CONFERENCE.

To the Editor' of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-The Clifton Conference has again been a time of
refreshing to the Lord's dear people, and I feel constrained to write
a few lines to "gather up the fragments," as you so beautifully
expressed it yesterday, and to record very briefly a few personal
impressions which memory loves to dwell upon; Other dear writers
will send you fuller comments, I know. How signally the Lord smiled
upon our assemblies, giving us much manifestation of His favourgenial weather, large gatherings, soul-reviving addresses from His
own Spirit-filled messengers, and preparing the willing ear and rejoicing
heart.
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We missed the faces of other years on the platform-faces that
now shine in glory, and realize ill blessed fulness all they saw in
prospect here and so glowingly depicted during their pilgrimage
below; some absent from illness, whom we hope to greet again, but all,
whether present or absent-in the body, or from the body-one family
in heaven and on earth.
The subject was comprehensive, yet so simple-" Faith," in various
aspects. The Rev. TALBOT GREAVEs' opening address, spoken with all
his accustomed power and natural eloquence, was very forcible, dwelling
so clearly as he did upon justification and sanctification, the separate
yet inseparable truths which we ought always to distinguish. And
how faithfully he spoke of the all-too-prevalent notion that it
matters little what is believed so long as we are in earnest. He
exposed the utter unreasonableness of this on common sense grounds,
as well as on deep and all-important spiritual grounds.
Weak
faith in the 1'ight Saviour, saving faith-strong faith in a delusion,
fatal. How sweetly Pastor FULLER GOOCH spoke upon the infallibility
of Scripture. He made a rem'l,rk, I thought, so valuable to remember
when speaking to cavillers, " If I found nothing in the Bible but
what my finite mind could understand, I should begin to think it
might be the word of man and not of God." Thus the very difficulties
which are suggested to a mere natural mind are strongholds to the
child of God; out of apparent weakness he is made strong, and what
seems dark and mysterious to nature is light and manifest to him.
Union and communion with God reveal secret depths and strengths
which the world neither knows nor understands.
But I am digressing. '1'he seven points on the second morning,
when speaking of the life of faith, were very interesting, by Rev, W.
HAMLYN. The obedience of faith, the walk, the work, the trial,
the prayer, the victory; and the end of faith, in the Christian and
exemplified by Christ Jesus. Indeed, each speaker brought so man}
aspects, that we who heard could but rejoice in spirit, and think what
a rich, full inheritance is ours. The Rev. J. O. MARTIN'S address in
the evening was a great feast, and of it I heard one dear hearer
say, both at the time and since, "That has been my message, it
has cleared up many points on which I was dark;" and I doubt not
that is being said by many.
"Here a little and there a little,"
just as He sent it, dropping in soil where it will spring up and bear
fruit abundantly to the glory of the dear Master. Mr. MARTIN'S clear
testimony as to the real "higher life," and the vitality before being
qualified to come, were very helpful to many. Long may he be spared
to deliver such faithful Scriptural teaching.
Mr. DENINa'S crisp
address the last morning was full of suggestive thought which might
well be filled in at home, "The Household of Faith." The Master of
the Household Himself the chief object, and His healing touch of eye
and lip and hand, so essential to the members of the household for
glorifying insight, and speech and deed. His closing remarks on the
tenderness of the Master were touching, and your own closing observations on the word" believers" went home to some known-to how many
unknown God knows, and you will know one day, if not here, up there,
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when we shall never need to sing, "God be with you till we meet
again," since it will be an endless joy of no separation in glory.
Your suggestious as to the profitable study it would be for the
children of God to take the various names by which they are called
throughout His Word ought to be prayerfully carried out. '1'he very
names involve much teaching as to walk, and heart, and condition.
.M ore'and more as we search and study, under the Holy Spirit's teaching
we shall discover the halo of glory and blessedness round the walk of
faith, since it is a walk with God, and therefore a walk in the light.
Congenial as this theme is, I feel I must be brief, and must therefore
close with the expression of deep thankfulness for the clear teaching
.and soul blessing, on behalf of myself and others, whom it was a
joy to meet and greet, during the feast of good things at the
Olifton Conference of 1898.
Believe me, dear Sir, very sincerely yours in Him,
13, Chesterfield Road, Octobel' 10th, 1898.
ANNIE POOL.

GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.

To the Editor of the Gospel lrJagazine.
DEAR SIR,-We have now commenced the twenty-sixth year of
work, and we earnestly .ask the prayers ,of our friends that it may
be a year of much blessmg. A quarter of a century has passed by
since my late dear father was led to begin the work, and looking
back we may well say, "What hath God wrought!" He has led us
.and guided us these many years. In times of difficulty He has been
,our stay and deliverer, He has supplied our temporal need and given
us the necessary funds to carry on the wqrk, and He has granted
us tokens that we have not laboured in vain. And, looking to the
future, He is opening up many places of usefulness where to scatter
Gospel and Protestant truth. To Him be all the praise.

\
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"When all Thy mercies, 0 my God,
My rising soul surveys,
Transported with the view, I'm lost
In wonder, love, and prai6le!"
FROM BRAZIL.

Your tracts are very much appreciated by the few English-speaking
people here. If you can send me any more, I will be very thankful.
FROM A SEAMEN'S MISSIONARY.

I can assure you that the parcel you send me monthly 'is very much
.appreciated. How necessary it is to have pure, sound Gospel truth
to put before people in these silent messengers, especially in these days
when Ritualism and Sacerdotalism are leading so many of our fellowcountrymen into error, instead of pointing them to the Great High
Priest, who ever liveth to make intercession for all who come to God
through Him.
Yours sincerely.
St. 1I1ark's Road, Salisbury, Octob81' 8th, 1898.
R E. BRIDER.
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THE REV. THOMAS GOSS, M.A.

,A

By the sudden death of the Rev. THOMAS Goss, a great cloud has fallen
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on the parish of St. Mary Magdalene, Peckham, carrying with it a heavy
loss to the Evangelical party. THOMAS Goss, an Oxford M.A., was
admitted a Deacon in the year 1865, and ordained Presbyter the following
year, both by BISHOP WALDEGRAVE (of Carlisle). Mr. Goss started with
the message from which he never deviated-the message of St. Paul,
"For I determined not to know anything among you save Jesus
Cht:ist and Him crucified." And while carrying on his Master's work, he
did it in so loveable a manner, that his presence was in itself a sacrament. So gentle, so kindly, and yet so faithful was he, that he was not
only the embodiment of an English gentleman, but one whose company
and bearing testified that he had been with Jesus. So that the removal
of such a sweet spirit from earth leaves us the poorer, though we have
no regrets on his account, and no prayers to offer, except that our
blessed Lord will give grace to the widow and family in their great lossto understand that, however hard the stroke, the Divine will is always
do\ug not only that which is right, but fulfilling the words, '! Too wise
to err, too good to be unkind."··
The deceased Clergyman commenced as curate of Brampton. In 1867
he was appointed Rector of Stapletbn, and from there he went to Barrow
in-Furness. When the call came for him to go to the populous
parish of St. James, Denton Holme, Carlisle, it was with sorrow that
his old parishioners parted with him. In 1893 the Vicarage of
St. Mary's, Peckham, became vacant, and Dr. BARLow, Vicar of
Islington, asked Mr. Goss to come to London, and hundreds have
had cause to be grateful that "the wheels of Providence moved
in this particular way." The church of St. Mary Magdalene, in St.
Mary's Road, was consecrated in the year 1841, by CHARLES RICHARD
SUMNER (brothel' to the Primate, the" gentle JOHN BIRD SUMNER "), who
held the See of Winchester from 1827 to 1869, when he resigned.
The Gospel as delivered from its pulpit has since then always filled the
church. Under these circumstances it is easy to understand how
anxious are the people that the coming Vicar may be a true ·member
of the English Church, with no desires for Eastern or Western
asceticism, and the prayers of God's people are asked in this behalf.
On Sunday, October 2nd, Mr. GOBS preached in the morning, and
in the afternoon gave the address to men, on "Peace, Peace," each
time announcing that the Harvest Thanksgiving Services would be held
on Friday, the 7th, and Sunday, the 9th. On Wednesday morning,
October 5th, Mr. Goss was at the eleven o'clock service, but took no
part, and as he sat in the churchwarden's pew near the vestry, some
thought he appeared unwell, "as he held his hand to his head during
the whole service." On Thursday, the 6th, he was seized with a fit,
and consciousness was gone. At the Friday evening service, the Rev.
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Dr. O'BRIEN (of Camden Church) made feeling allusion to the serious
illness of the good Vicar, while the senior Curate, the Hev. A. STEELE
KING was so broken down that it was with difficulty he read Prayers.'
On Sunday morning, October 9th, when ,the bell began to toll for
Service, the hitherto dull ear of the dying clergyman caught the
sound, and he wanted to get up for church-another token, if such
were needed, that the spirit is alive when the tabernacle in which it
lodges is decaying. He could not, of course, move, so he sang one
of the harvest hymns, and then, in broken accents, went over the
sermon that he had prepared for that morning's service. Then at
four o'clock on Friday morning, October 14th, the gentle soul passed
from these lower regions to join the great choir in swelling the anthem
of the harpers harping with their harps, "Worthy is the Lamb that
was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and
honour, and glory, and blessing." " Alleluia! for the Lord God
omnipotent reigneth." On St. Luke's day, October 18th, " the earthly
house of the tabernacle" was laid in the grave, "in sure and certain
hope of the resurrection to eternal life, through our Lord Jesus Christ,
who shall change our vile body that it may be like unto His glorious
body, according to the mighty working whereby He is able to subdue
all things to Himself." The first part of the Service took place in
the Church of St. Mary, and the interment followed at Forest Hill
Cemetery.
C. B. BANKS.

\
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PHECIOUS GEMS.
WHAT! a child of God forsaken of his Father! A jewel plucked
from the Hedeemer's crown! A member rent from Jei;lu's body!
Never, never, never! God will never permit the powers of darkness
to triumph over the po'lvers of light. His great Name He ever hath
in respect, and the ruin of the humblest believer would be the cause
of dishonour and disrespect to God; therefore, child of God, you are
safe. Oh! let us, in every time of sorrow or trouble or temptation
shelter ourselves behind our God. Better than brazen wall or castle,
or high to\ver, shall Jehovah be to us, and we may look at all our
foes, and say, as Isaiah did to Sennacherib, "The virgin daughter
of Zion hath despised thee, and shaken her head at thee!" The
uncircumcised shall not rejoice; the daughters of Philistia shall not
triumph. We are our God's, and He will keep His own until the
day when He shall display them as His jewels.-Spurgeon.
THE soul trusting on God is prepared for all-not only for the
calamities of war, pestilence, famine, poverty, or death, but when in
the saddest apprehensions of soul, beyond hope, believes against hope;
even in the darkest night, casts anchor in God, reposes On Him when
he sees no light; "Yea, though He slay me," says Job, "yet will I trust
in Him,"-not merely, though I die, but, "though He slay me; " when I
see His hand lifted up to destroy me, yet from that same hand will I
look for salvation.-Archbishop Leighton.
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
THE additional accounts which have ,reached us respecting the battle
<Jf Omdurman show that it was a remarkably decisive battle. The
carnage was terrible, but it has proved to be a just retribution, and
by it the horrors of Mahdism have probably been put an end to for
evl'r. A representative of one of the. newspapers says :-" Mahdism
has proved the most shameful and terrible instrument of bloodshed and
oppression which the modern world has ever witnessed. It has
reduced whole provinces to utter desolation, so that tracts once smiling
and fertile are now but solitary wastes, the habitation of wild beasts.
Thousands upon thousands of homesteads have been laid in ruins, and
the innocent villagers outraged and tortured and murdered. As I
entered the Mahdi's tomb this morning, I saw a crowd of natives
casting stones with loud curses upon the spot where his body lay,
and scores of unhappy creatures, who on Friday ·night were liberated
after long years of imprisonment, lifted up their hands, and with
streaming eyes thanked God for the destruction of their oppressor's
rule." The French have acted in an unhandsome manner, in hurrying
forward an explorer, Major MARCHAND, to take possession of Fashoda,
a small place on the upper reaches of the Nile, in their name, and
thus attempting to rob us of some of the fruits of our victory. They
have no right whatever to the place, as it was in the possession of the
KHEDIVE, whose cause we have taken up, before the Mahdist rebellion,
and it has never been relinquished by him. Some strong feeling has
been aroused by this unhandsome act, but we earriestly hope that it
will be allayed by wise diplomacy, and that it will not be allowed
·to proceed to misunderstanding and rupture.
WE have nationally much cause to be thankful this year for an
abundant harvest. The hay crop was an exceptionally good one,
and it was gathered in in splendid weather; and the corn crop was
very similar. A recent drought of several weeks' duration has considerably checked the growth of the root crops, upon which the farmers
,depend very much for feeding their cattle during the winter; but,
,on the other hand, the dry weather has suited the potato crop, and
potatoes are being gathered in in excellent quantity and condition.
Reportil from Russia show that there has been a serious failure of
the harvest there, and the Russian Government has already had to
purchase ten million roubles' worth of corn to feed the starving peasants.

-,,
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THE SULTAN has at last yielded to the requisition of the chief
European Powers, and consented to withdraw his troops from the
Island of Crete. There is now some hope that a happier future is
in store for the inhabitants of that island, one of the most badly.
governed and shamefully-treated portions of the SULTAN'S dominions.
3 K
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By wise government - not by the adoption of the foolish and
suicidal scheme of Home Rule-and especially by the beneficial action
of the Land Acts, Ireland seems to be gradually attaining a prosperity
which it has never attained to before.
The statistics which have
been recently published respecting its banking, railway, and shipping
business for the year ending in June last, are very remarkable and
satisfactory. The amount of the deposits and cash balances in the
Irish joint stock banks at that date was the highest on record, being
£38,973,000, exclusive of £2,324,642 of government and other public
accounts in the Bank of Ireland. The Post Office Savings Banks show
a similar state of affairs, the balance in these institutions being
£514,000 more than in 1896-7, which was a record year. The total
on June 30th, 1898, was £6,957,000. Turning to the Trustee Savings
Banks we find another record, the total of £2,249,000 being the highest
for twenty years, and exceeding the previous best, which was attained
in 1896-7, by £38,000. Railway receipts also show a similar increase;
and so do the returns of the foreign shipping trade, both in the amount
of the merchandize delivered and in the number of vessels which have
cleared from Irish ports. It is earnestly to be hoped that no foolish
politicians will be allowed to interfere with this satisfactory state of
things, and agitate the Irish people by the introduction of unwise
and useless political measures. If only the Irish people would also
throw off the yoke of Romanism, which hangs so heavily upon a
considerable portion of them, their condition would be brighter
stilL
MR. ALEXANDER FERGUSON, late British Vice-Consul at Grand 'Canary,
writes urging the importance of something being done to check the
serious decline of our export trade with foreign countries. A scheme to
remedy the evil, so far as it is possible, apart from method~ of
manufacture, has, it seems, been in the hands of Her Majesty's
Government for some months. The specific object of this scheme is
to utilise the services of commercially-trained representatives in every
producing and consuming centre. These, living on the scene of
operations, 1and personally knowing traders and others there, will
speak the language of the country, and be well acquainted with the
Custom House methods, as well as the trade customs and exchanges
of . the locality.' Mr. FERGUSON concludes by saying: "My own
experience as a consular officer proved to me how necessary such
information is to our business houses at home. Every mail brought
letters all exactly asking the class of services indicated." This is, no
doubt, a valuable suggestion, and it is to be hoped that it will be
extensively and practically carried out; but there are two other points
in connection with the subject to which the attention of our manufacturers might well be directed. One was allUded to some years ago
by the late Lady BRASSEY in her interesting book entitled, "A Voyage
in the Sunbeam." She said, "This afternoon, as we were steaming
up towards Suez, I had a chat with MAHOMET, one of our Indian
firemen, who was fringing a piece of muslin for a turban. I asked
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him if it was English. 'No, Missy; no English-Switzerland; English
no good; all gum and sticky stuff; make fingers dirty; all wash·
out; leave nothing.' In the South Sea and Sandwich Islands, and in
the Malay Peninsula, the natives make the same· complaints as to
the Manchester cottons. At Hongkong some of the large shops had
fifty expensive English ships'. compasses on hand; they were all quite
unsaleable, owing to the liquid having gone bad, in consequence of
its not having been properly prepared. Some American compasses of
the same quality were in good order, and not in the least affected
by the climate. It will be a bad day when the confidence in
England's honesty as a nation throughout the world, and consequently
her well-earned supremacy in commerce, has passed away. The
burden, unfortunately, will not fall on the heads of the offenders
alone, but, as usual, the innocent will suffer with and for the guilty."
The second point is that, even when not dishonest, our manufacturers
seem to be sometimes utterly indifferent to the wishes and requirements of foreign customers: for example, a few yearll ago the Canadians
found out by experiment the most effective shape for the axe they
required in the backwoods, and for the shears which would cause
the least fatigue to the hand in cutting out cloth. But the Sheffield
cutlers or their workmen declined to depart from their prescriptive
pattern. Therefore the Canadians went to the States for their axes
ll.nd shears. No wonder, then, that our exports decline whilst those of
other nations increase. Germany, for example, has lately been able
to advance her exports from £143,000,000 to £170,000,000.
DOCTOR BARNARDo has issued another urgent appeal for continued
and additional help in his great work of rescuing outcast and
neglected children. He points out that the emigration season, 1898,
is rapidly drawing to a close, and that he has been busy selecting
from the great family always under his care, some 250 or 300 boys and
girls, whom, if funds come in to defray the cost, he hopes to send off
to Canada. The receipts in aid of the general fund, Dr. BARKARDo
adds, have lately been almost at vanishing point. They are already
on the year's total about £7,000 behind the receipts at the corresponding period of 1897. It will, therefore, be impossible to give these
young lads and lasses a new start in life unless special help is
IPinistered for that purpose. Ten pounds will defray the entire cost
of the emigration of one young emigrant. But any sum, however
~mall, will be gladly and gratefully acknowledged.

1
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AN announcement was made some little time ago that a very large
legacy had been left to the Moravian Missions, and, all a consequence,
there has been a very serious falling off in their ordinary receipts, the
. supporters of those Missions apparently imagining that there..is no
further need· for their contributions. But it now appears that there
is decided doubt as to whether the legacy alluded to will ever be practically available for the use of the previously established Missions. Con-
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sequently, if the friends of these Missions do not come to the rescue.
and continue their aid as heretofore, the truly excellent work which
these oldest of Protestant Missions have been, and still are, carrying on,
will be stopI,Jed or seriously crippled.
THE Committee appointed to consider the question of National
Wheat Stores have issued a report.
In it they affirm that they
are" profoundly impressed by the evidence given as to the immense
importance of Government wheat stores as an essential item of national
defence, and they recommend 'That the Government be most strongly
urged to obtain the appointment, at the earliest possible date, of a,
Royal Commission, comprising representatives of agriculture, the corn
trade, shipping, and the army and navy, to conduct an exhaustive
inquiry into the subject of the national food supply in case of war.' ,.
We hope tha,t this recommendation will be speedily carried into effect.,
A reserve stock of wheat is a national necessity-if war were to break
out we should quickly be made to realize it-and there ought not to
be any hesitation in providing that reserve stock. But there is a
difficulty in storing wheat in large quantities for any great length of
time, because, if it be kept in granaries, it is apt to become mouldy,
and if it be kept in stacks, it becomes a prey to rats and mice. A
better plan than erecting large granaries and storing vast quantities of
wheat there, would be to encourage and induce our farmers to grow
more wheat at home, and so prevent out· being so largely dependent,
as we now are, upon foreign supplies.
A STRIKING testimony to the power of Christianity is given in an
American periodical, The New World. It is written by a prominent
member of the Brahmo Tomaj of India, P. C. MAZOONDAR, who seems
to be a man whose testimony is of great weight. He says: "Many
forms of the Hindu religion, Pantheistic or idolatrous, have risen and
fallen. Buddhism, with its cruel agnosticism, has been swept out of
India, and seems to have an uncertain tenure in Ceylon, Asia, and
Japan. Islam is tottering on the verge of exhaustion in Eastern
Europe. But it is a very strange thing that, despite its many shortcomings, Christianity is as undying as the solar system. It appears
continually to share in larger measure the universal character of its
Founder and the higher life of mankind. . • . It is cea~elessly rising
into nobler types of character, into higher forms of faith and life.
Christ's life was a Divine fulness of spiritual and practical life, into
which enter all the attainable perfections of man's nature. It is the
unity of everything that is everlasting in man in all his relations to
God and to his fellow men."
THE Bishop of Worcester, DR. PEROWNE, who is one of the few
members of the English Episcopal bench who appear to realize the
'critical circumstances of our times, and to be determined to uphold
the Pi:otestant character of the Established Church, has been bitterly.
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attacked by the Ritualists. The Bishop has only been performing
his duty, and that by no means apparently in an aggressive or offensive
way, but· he has been assailed with bitter and vulgar abuse.
We
trust that the good Bishop will not be moved or discouraged by these
attacks, and that he will experience the fulfilment of the Master's
words: "Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness'
sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are ye when men
shall revile you, and persecute yon, and shall say all manner of
evil against you falsely for My sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad,
for great is your reward in heaven."
ARE the results of the compulsory-and as we consider, God."
dishonouring-exclusion of the Holy Scriptures from the subjects of
examination in our day schools, beginning to be apparent in
Scotland 1 It appears so. A recent report issued by the Committee
of Council on Education in Scotland on the examination of female
candidates for admis~ion as pupil teachers,· states that at a recent
examination, the papers given to the candidates contained two or
three questions which called for the exercise of thought and for some
general information. One of those questions was based upon two
stanzas of BYRON'S beautiful poem on "The Destruction of
Sennacherib's Army," beginning with the lines"The Assyrian came down like a wolf on the fold,
And his cohorts were gleaming with purple and gold."

:J'.

One examiner, who examined the answers returned by 357 candidates,
states :-" Anything more pitiful than the explanations (given' to a
sixth standard class ') of the eight lines of poetry it would be hardly
possible to conceive. For example, 'The Assyrian' was identified as
'General Wolfe.' ' His cohorts' were variously explained as 'his
armour,' 'his shoulder-straps,' 'his eyes,' , his clothes,' , the eyes of the
wolf,' &c. The' sheen' of their spears was 'the handle of their
l:!pears,: t.he 'covering' of them, the' case' in which they are PlJt,
the 'shield 01' bag in which they are carried,' &c. The' stars on the
sea '-meaning Galilee, of course-was explained as 'the lights of the
steamers and ships.' The' bluc wave rolls nightly' was supposed to
refer to the tide, because the tide is caused by the moon, and the
moon only shines at night! Only three or four out of the whole
could give an account of the story. A very few more indicated
indire::tly that they knew the story, but certainly three hundred of
the whole seemed to have heard of it for the first time!" Another
~xaminer, who examined the answers returned by 375 other candidates,
states :-" Of the 375 papers I revised, only thirty-six gave any
evidence of the writers having the least knowledge of the allusion to
Sennacherib's army. In many of these the passage was explained as
referring to the atrocities of the Turks, and in a greater number to
the struggle for Greek Independence, but the greater part shirked this
point altogether." These candidate pupil teachers will eventually be
presiding teachers in Scottish schools. How lamentable their utter.
ignorance of God's Holy Word r
•
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.

THREE interesting meetings have been held during the past month;
and interest in the Society's work has been stimulated. During the
last few years the ancient University town of Cambridge has con·
tributed, by the Auxiliary there, to the needs of God'fl aged poor.
Through the kind efforts of Mr. H. BENTON, the Local Secretary,
several members of the University have been enrolled among the
subscribers, and valued help is also given by Christian friends in the
town. A good collection was taken in Eden Chapel, after an address
by the Secretary of the Parent Society, who was supported by Mr. J.
JULL, Mr. J. P. WILES, M.A., and other friends.
Through the kindness of·1 the Convener of the Clifton Conference,
the Secretary was again afforded an opportunity· of pleading for the
Society on Tuesday afternoon. October 4th. Mr. S. 'rHOMAS occupied
the Chair, and was supported by the Revs. J. ORMISTON, and Dr.
SPENCE, Dr. EWENS, F. ELGAR, Esq., and the friends of other institutions,
whose work was also expounded by their representatives. The Conference subject, "Faith, in its Nature, Gift, and Life," closing with
" The Household of Faith," rendered a consideration of the SocietY'1l
work for the poor and aged members of the latter peculiarly appropriate. The Secretary, after thanking Mr. ORMISTON for the invaluable
help he renders to the Institution, referred to the increase of aid from
the West of England since the Society had been brought before the
Conference.
Some interesting particulars were. narrated of the
Society's centenarian pensioner, Mrs. BUCK. Except that she suffers
from deafness, she is in the full possession of her· faculties, and was
able to enjoy a short walk in the afternoon of her last birthday.
The nineteenth anniversary of the Brighton Home and of the general
work in the town was held at the Royal Pavilion on October 11th,
S. HAKNINGTON, Esq., J.P., in the Chair. Among those on the platform
were the Revs. G. HEWITT, "V. "Voons, J. H. HALLETT, T. LAwsoN,
W. HARBOUR, J. K. POPHAM, A. J. BAX'I'ER, and Messrs. D. T. COMBRIDGE, A. HAYLES, J. GWYER, and Secretary of Parent Society. Mr.
BAXTER delivered an address upon the distinctive basis of the Society,
its past history and present position, affirming that, so long as it
maintained with faithfulness its fundamental principles, so would the
Lord continue to bless it. Other friends also addressed the meeting,
and the whole tenor of the proceedings showed that the Lord's people
in Brighton were more interested in the Society than ever before.
The lady visitors held a sale of work throughout the day.
Drawing Room Meetings at Tunbridge Wells and Finchley have also
been held, with very encouraging results, and the Committee are
hoping soon to announce other gatherings of a similar character.
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"h' behoved Christ to suffer." For being constituted Surety of
the elect, and their lives being forfeited, it behoved Him to die for
them.· It behoved Him to rise from the dead, to show the efficacy
of His sufferings.-Berridge.
,1
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Compiled from his Diary, Letters,
and Records. By his Wife and his Private Secretary. Volume n.
London: Passmore and Alabaster. 10s. 6d.
THIS second volume of Mr. Spurgeon's Autobiography is, like the
first volume, extremely interesting, and full of valuable information,
respecting the good pastor's life and public ministry during the
years 1854 to 1860. The story of his betrothal to his devoted wife,
and their early married life, is graphically told. The first intimation
of his affection for her took place on the occasion of the opening of
the Crystal Palace, amd is thus describedWe occupied some raised seats at the end of the Palace, where the
clock is now fixed. As we sat there talking, laughing, and amusing
ourselves as best we could, while waiting for the procession to pass
by, Mr. Spurgeon handed me a book, into which he had been occasionally
dipping, and, pointing to some particular lines, said, "What do you
think of the poet's suggestion in those verses?" The volume was
Martin Tupper's Prove1'bial Philosophy. . . . The pointing finger guided
my eyes to the chapter on "Marriage," of which the opening verse
ran thus"Seek a good wife of thy God, for she is the best gift of Hill
providence;
Yet ask not in bold confidence that which He bath not promised:
Thou knowest not His good will; be Thy prayer then submissive
thereunto,
.
And leave thy petition to His merc.y, assured that He will deal
well with thee.
If thou art to have a wife of thy youth, she is now living on the
earth;
Therefore think of her, a.nd pray for her wea!."
"Do you pray for him who is to be your husband?" said a lioft, low
voice in my ear-so soft th:tt no one else heard the whisper.
I do not remember that the question received any vocal answer; but
my fast-beating heart, which sent a tell-tale Hush to my cheeks, and
my downcast eyes, which feared to reveal the light which at once dawned
in them, may have spoken a language which love understood. From
that moment a very quiet and subdued little maiden sat by the young
pastor's side, and while the brilliant procession passed round the Palace,
I do not think she took as much note of the glittering pageant defiling
before her, as 10f the crowd of newly-awakened emotions which were
palpitating within her heart.
It seems strange now to read of the unsparingly disparaging remarks
which were made by anonymous correspondents, and a portion of the
public press, respecting Mr. SPURGEON'S early ministry, predicting a
total failure and a complete eclipse. What gross slanders, too, were
spread abroad about him, and what bitter vituperation was hurled
.at the young pastor's head! At thst he seems to have felt this
deeply, but after a time he got accustomed to ·it, and never allowed
it to trouble him.
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His ministry was marvellously blessed, from its very beginning to
its end. Few pastors, indeed, have been privileged to know that
upwards of a thousand souls have been-to all appearance-savingly
benefited by one ministry in the course of a single year; and, probably,
in no other case than that of Mr. Spurgeon's has the publication of
so many sermons been known, extending over a period of upwards of
forty years; and a posthumous supply left, which will extend their
publication for several years longer; whilst their circulation has
been enormous, and the demand for them is now as great as it
ever was.
Few persons can probably realize, except those who have had a
somewhat similar experience, what an immense strain upon both mind
anci body a public ministry like that of Mr. SPURGEON'S entailed. No
wonder that he died at a comparatively early age. It is stated that
after a sermon which he preached in the Crystal Palace in 1857,
when 23,654 persons were present, he was so much exhausted, that
he slept uninterruptedly from Wednesday evening to Friday morning.
" All through the Thursday," he said, " my dear wife came at intervals
to look at me, and every time she found me sleeping peacefully, so
she just let me slumber on until 'Tired nature's sweet restorer,
balmy sleep,' had done its work. I was greatly surprised, on waking,
to find that it was Friday morning; but it was the only time in my
life that I had such an experience." Yet exhausting, and sometimes
extremely trying-with all its weight and responsibility-as was his
ministry, Mr. SPURGEON could say respecting it, "I would sooner
have my work to do than any other under the sun. Preaching Jesus
Christ is sweet work, joyful work, heavenly work. WHITEFIELD used
to call his pulpit his throne, and those who know the bliss of forgetting
everything beside the glorious, all-absorbing topic of Christ crucified,
will bear witness that the term was aptly used. It is a bath in the
waters of Paradise to preach with the Holy Ghost sent down from
heaven. Scarcely is it possible for a man, this side the grave, to be
nearer heaven than is a preacher when his Master's presence bears
him right away from every care and thought, save the one business in
hand, and that the greatest· that ever occupied a creature's mind and
heart. No tongue can tell the amount of happiness which I bave
enjoyed in delivering these sermons, and so, gentle reader, forgive me
if I have wearied you with this grateful record, for I could not refrain
from inviting others to aid me in praising my gracious Master. ' Bless
the Lord, 0 my soul, and all that is within me, bless His holy Name.'"
Mr; SPURGEON felt acutely the catastrophe which occurred at the
first service which he held in the Surrey Gardens'Music Hall, when,
through the wicked plotting of some miscreants, an alarm of fire was
raised, and several persons lost their lives, and many others were
seriously injured; in fact, for a time it seemed as if there was danger
of its affecting his reason; but, on the other hand, he was greatly
comforted and cheered by the wonderful way in which he was enabled
. to erect his great Metropolitan rrabernacle, full details of which are
given in this volume. We may add that the volume is admirably
printed, and well illustrated.
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