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"Who comforteth us in all Our tribulatioD, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforten of GOd."-2 COR. i. 4.

THE DEEP THINGS OF GOD.
" But, (~s it is written, Eye hath nut seen, nor'
entered into the hea1·t of 1nan, the things which
then1 that love Hi'Tn.
B~~t God hath 1'evealed
Spi1'it .' f01' the Spir'it searcheth all things, yea,
-1 CORINTHIANS ii. 9, 10,

ear" hear'd, neither have
()od hath p1'epared fm'
them unto us by His
the deep things of God."

FRmI the first chapter of the book of Genesis to the last chapter of
the book. of the Apocalypse, we are divinely provided. with a revelation of the thoughts and purposes of JEHOVAH concerning the children
of men, and more especially as they affect His own loved, chosen,
and redeemed people. GOD has made all things "for Himself." Even
the wicked are, in a sense-a lower sense-His (Prov. xvi. 4). But,
in accordance with an everlasting Covenant of grace, made between
the co-equal Persons in the eternal TRINITY, the elect are peculiarly
His. His they especially are by that new birth which manifests them
to be His sons and daughters.
In that spiritual experience they
receive the indelible mark and seal of the HOLY SPIRIT, which separates
them from the world, the flesh, and the devil.
" They that have My SPIRIT,
These, saith He, are Mine."

I

I •

Bought with" a price," even the life-blood of the LAMB of GOD, these
objects of the FATHER'S everlasting love are most precious in His
sight, He estimates their value, not indeed by anything of theirs, but
by the infinite merits of their SURETY and KINSMAN-His own wellbeloved SON. He looks upon the face of His ANOINTED, who sits
enthroned at His right hand, and in Him He beholds them" righteous
By His meritorious, vicarious, sacrificial
e\'en as He is righteous."
death, the LORD JESUS made an end of their sin, and secured a free
justification of their persons in the sight of a holy and just GOD.
Believing in Him, and having no confidence in the flesh, they are
divinely accounted unblamable, unreprovable, spotless, and complete.
They are saved by grace, wholly and effectually saved by grace. Who,
then, can lay anything to their charge 1 If an inexorably just GOD
3 C
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justify, who can reverse it 1 "There is therefore now no condemnation
to them that are in CHRIST JEsus" (Rom. viii. 1\.
Such is the blessed security of all SPIRIT-enabled believers in the
LORD JESUS CHRIST. A broken heart and a c0ntrite spirit ever chamcterize those whom GOD thus calls, and brings unto Himself. To
them the knowledge of sin-of indwelling sin and the motions of sinis a terrible reality, and how to escape the presence and power of
True, the .Q1Lilt of sin has been for
evil is a constant exercise.
ever removed by the all-atoning blood of CHRIST, and that peace with
GOD through faith in His forgiving Word is enjoyed; yet, the p1'inciple
and actings of "the flesh and of the mind," like the Canaanite that
dwelt in the land after its conquest by JOSHUA, are left to humble the
Israel of GOD, and to train them in habits of watchfulness, faith, and
prayer. By these sharp internal conflicts spiritual progress in a knowledge of the things of GOD is acquired. By these also the sonship or
believers is certified, and their being truly members of the FA'rHER's
family is made manifest. As the sorely exercised Christian poet,
WILLIAM COWPER, fe~lingly wrote:" God in Israel sows the seeds
Of affliction, pain, and toil ;
These spring up and choke the
weeds,
Which would else o'erspread
the soil:
Trials make the promise sweet;
Trials give new life to prayer;
Trials bring me to His feet,
Lay me low and keep me there.

" Did I meet no trials here,
No correction by the way,
Might I Dot, with reason, fear
I should prove a castaway?
Others may escape the rod,
Sunk in earthly, vain delight;
But the true born child of
GOD,
Must not, would not, if he
might I"

Moreover, sanctified tribulation serves to promote a closer walk with
GOD, while fellowship with Him is inseparable from a growing acquaintance with His mind and counsels. It was when the two heavy-hearted
disciples walked with their newly-risen MASTER, that their hearts were
opened to understand the Holy Scriptures, and that He interpreted
for them the "hidden things" concerning Himself. This, too, is
the ordinary way of the LORD with His whole Church, and has been
so in all ages. It is the one school in which the children of GOD,
from the day of righteous ABEL to the present hour, have been made
willing to learn. Here it is the meek in heart and humble in spirit
sit at the feet of the GREAT PROPHET and adoringly hearken to the
gracious words which proceed out of His mouth.
"JESUS, for Thy mercy'tl sake,
Keep me in the school of
grace;
'Ihough I'm only fit to take,
Day by day, the lowest place.

"Sweet the lessons of Thy school,
And the lowest place how
sweet!
When I yitdd me to Thy rule,
When I seat me at Thy feet!

" Shall the learner dare rebel?
Shall the weak disci pIe mourn,
If Thy words Beem hard to spell,
And Thy thoughts too deep to learn?"
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Well asked one, thousands of years ago, "Who teacheth like Him?"
(Job xxxvi. 22). GOD'S own knowledge being perfect, regarding both
the past and the future, He is all-able to have compassion on the
ignorant, and to lead them into the light of truth, as they are able to
bear it. He understands the capacity of each of His scholars, and
adapts His measures accordingly.
However slow and dull His
children may be, He never fails in His teaching. "All thy children
shall be taught of the Lord; and great shall be the peace of thy
children" ,Is:liah liv. 13). There accompanies the unction of the
HOLY SPIRIT with His teaching, which gives the taught ones power to
apprehend the blessed lessons of Divine truth communicated. NOlle,
for patience and tenderness, teaches like the LORD. Oh, how forbearing is He in His work of daily tuition! \Yell may we marvel at
His long-suffering, when we remember our unbelief and denseness!
Onward and upward He leads us, the grand end of the whole process
being our knowing even as we are known (1 Cor. xiii. 12).
And into what is it He would guide our souls? Nothing less thau
"the things" which eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither
have entered the heart of man-" the things" which, in the riches of
His grace, and the aboundings of His love, He has prepared for them
that love Him. The revelation of these" things" by the SPIRIT-first,
in the written Word, and next in the new heart of the believer-is the
inheritance of the Church of GOD, and of each member of the Body
in particular. "The deep things of GOD" might well have remained
hidden in the Divine counsels, for" It is the glory of GOD to conceal a
thing" (Prov. xxv. 2). His pleasure, however, is not to hide from
ABRAHAM and his seed the thoughts of His heart. "Shall J hide
from ABRAHAM that thing which I do?" (Gen. xviii. 17). "The secret
of the LClm is with them that fear Him; and He will show them His
Covenant" (Psalm xxv. 14).
"Having made known unto us the
mystery of His will, according to His good pleasure, which He hath
purposed in Himself" (Ephes. i. 9). Thm; He takes into His loving
confidence-if it may so be said-the members of His spiritual family,
and makes known to them the plans and provisions of His heart concerning them in both the kingdom of grace and the kingdom of glory.
The everlasting Covenant embraces the perfect counsel of the GOD of
salvation. It includes abundant supplies to meet the varied needs of
the Church militant here on earth, and infinite "riches in glory"
throughout eternity. One special office of the indwelling SPIRIT is to
guide believers into all truth-to" take" of the things which the blood
of CHRIS'!' has secured, and to reveal them to hearts prepared by His
grace. As one has said, "The depths of GOD are opened to the search
of His elect. The knowledge which they are invited to pursue, under
the enabling strength and guidance of the SPIHII', 'lurpasses knowledge; for it is the love of CHRIST, itself the measure of the fulness of
Him who filleth all in all (Ephes. iii. 16-19).
The same wellinstructed writer observes :-" As nature and her things are open
indefinitely to the investigations of the natural mind, and as each man
naturally is the judge of his own thoughts, so is there o~ened also to
the spiritual understanding an ever-widening view of all that lies com3 c 2
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prised within the domain of truth j GOD, who cannot be found out by
natural investigation, being Himself the bonndless subject of the
SPIRIT'S search."
It is the will of our heavenly FATHER that we should know and
enjoy the freely-provided blessings and privileges which "accompany
salvation." Not only are believers granted the knowledge of their
election, justification, sanctification, and vocation, in time, but to faith
is progressively communicated an appreciation of the "inheritance
incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in
heaven" for the redeemed of the LORD. CHRIST" in" us is there as
"the hope 11 glory" (Col. i. 27). The written Word is the hand-book
of faith. With this in her hand, and interpreted by the SPIRIT of
truth. she explores and spies out the land of Canaan, the Promised
land, the land of Beulah.
As GOD commanded AnRAHAi\I, saying,
" Arise, walk through the land, in the length of it, and in the breadth
of it; for I will give it uuto thee" (Gen. xiii. 17), so does He bid the
spiritual seed of "the father of the faithful" search into and realize
the greatness and glory of the salvation wherewith He has saved them,
and "apprehend that" for which they are "apprehended of CHRIST
JESUS." Faith does not wait till the morning of the resurrection for
the enjoyment of her interest in "all spiritual blessings in heavenly
places in CHRfSl'." Faith, as taught and enabled by the HOLY GHOST,
can speak of "those things which be not" yet, "as though they
were" (Horn. iv. 17). The Covenant promises of ONE who cannot lie
give confidence and strength to faith in the believer's heart, and even
at his worst times that faith is not suffered by its Divine AUTIIOR to
utterly "fail," as we note in the case of SUION PETER, "I have
prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not" (Luke xxii. 32). Oh, brethren
beloved, let us, though it may be we are "vessels of small quantity,"
yet" hang" on that ., NAIL in a sure place," which, unlike SHEBNA, of
old, shall not be removed, nor shall the meanest cup among the
flagons fall to the ground (Isaiah xxii. 15-24). He that trusteth in
the glorified HEAD of the new creation shall" never be ashamed." He
is the TREASURER of the FATHER'S house. All authority has been
given to Him, in His people's behalf, in heaven and earth. All the
fulness of GOD dwells in Him. They that trust in Him shall lack no
manner of thing that is good. The Divine deed of gift runs thus,
"All things !lxe yours"! (1 Cor. iii. 21.) Oh, marvellous declaration!
Yet, most true-true amidst all our changes and fitful frames, true in
life, for ., life" is ours, true in death, for" death" is g,lso ours, true as
regards "things present," true as touching " things to come." All
are ours, for we are CHRIST'S, and "CHRIST IS GOD'S."
"Pllgrim of earth, who art journeying to heaven!
Heir of eternal life! child of the day!
Cared for, watched over, beloved and forgiven,
Art thou discouraged because of the way P
"Cared for, watched over, thou~h often thou seemest
Justly forsaken, nor counted 'a child'Loved and forgiven, though rightly thou deemest
Thyself all unlovely, impure, and defiled.
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"Weary and thirsty, no waterbrook near thee,
Press on, nor faint at the length of the way;
GOD in His grace will assuredly hear thee;
He will provide thee with strength for the day.
"Break through the brambles and briers that obstruc', thee;
Dread not the gloom or the blackness of night;
Loan on the Hand that will safely conduct thee;
Trust to His eye to whom darkness is light 1
"Trustful, and steadfast, whatever betide thee,
, One' thing alone do thou ask of the LORD, Grace' to go forward, wherever He guide thee,
Simply believing the truth of His word!
"Still on thy spirit deep anguish is pressingNot for the yoke that His wisdom bestows;
A heavier burden thy soul is distressing,
A heart that is slow in His love to repose.
"Earthliness, coldness, unthankful behaviour;
Oh! thou may'st sorrow, but do not despair:
Even this grief thou may'st bring to thy SAVIOUR,
Cast upon Him e'en this burden and care.
"Bring all thy hardness; His power can subdue it:
Full is the promise! the blessing how free !
, All that ye ask in My name, I will do it,'
'Rest in My love, and be joyful in Me!'"
THE EDITOR
"HE CARETH FOR YOU."
THE children of God. are strictly forbidden to burden themselves
with care about their earthly possessions. It is a sin, and it brings
its punishment with it. What an unspeakable privilege to be allowed
to cast every care on Him who is caring for them.
Every hair
on their heads is counted; their tears, He has pnt them all into His
bottle, for He counts them as treasures. No enemy can possibly hurt
them; he that would touch them would touch the apple of His eye.
Oh, then, let each child of God trust Him more fully, and, above all
cease trusting in his own wisdom, which is indeed utter folly.
THE

SAINTS'

PERSEVERANCE.

IF I get 011 to that glorious theme, it is one that always sets
my heart leaping with delight whenever I turn to it; but I protest
to you that, if you take away from me the doctrine of the Final
Perseverance of the Saints, and all that is involved in it, I have
not anything left that is worth keeping. I should not care about
the Gospel if that most essential feature of it were gone; that truth
seems to me to be the very soul of it-" Everlasting love" making
an everlasting Covenant, and t8king the objects of that everlasting
love into everlasting union with a precious Christ, and giving them
everlasting life by virtue of that union with Him.-G. H. Spltrgeon.
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"CHILDREN OF THE DAY."
(1 THESSALONIANS v. 5.)

GOD is light, and "in Him is no darkness at all." Thus wrote, by
Divine inspiration, "the disciple whom Jesus loved." In the holy
Scriptures, light is the emblem of knowledge. The knowledge of
Jehovah is absolutely perfect, concerning the eternal past, the present,
and the eternal future. Nothing can be added to His knowledge;
therefore" God is light." And it is this essential truth, when taken
in connection with the Fall of Adam, which makes the condition of
man morally and spiritually one of gross darkness. The true knowledge of God was wholly lost when Adam deliberately cast off his
allegiance to his Creator, and apostatized to the Prince of darkness.
The veil of darkness consequently spread over the entire human race.
The natural mind, being enmity against the God of light, hates
Divine truth and holiness, and finds its own proper sphere in rebellion
against the revealed will of the Most High. The eye of knowledge
being evil, the whole body corporate is full of darkness. "Everyone
that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his
deeds should be reproved." The unregenerate sinner will never seek
God, but will flee His pure and sacred presence; and hide himself-like
our first father-in the thicket of a false refuge. We are all, by
nature, sons vf darkness, and therefore "children of wrath." Our
hearts are wholly set to do evil-we "drink iniquity like water"
(Job xv. 16). There is no spiritual" soundness" in us; "the whole
head is sick, and the wholc heart faint" (Isaiah i. 5).
But, with the God of all grace, "all things are possible." He can,
in the merciful exercise of His sovereign will, bring a clean thing out
of an unclean; He can turn darkness into light, and iguorance into
knowledge. The rulers of the darkness of this world are indeed
"subject unto Him." Satan may boast himself that be leads the
sinner" captive at his will," but "a stronger than he" is the Risen
Christ of God, who is all-able to deliver the prey from the mighty,
and to utterly spoil the spoiler. The Holy Spirit can new-create
children of darkness and make of them sons of the light and of the day.
Begotten of God, who is light, they then find their highest joy and bliss
is fellowship with him. "This is life eternal, that they might know
Thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom Thou hast sent."
" For God, who commanded thfl light to shine out of darkness, hath
shined in our hearts, to give thp, light of the knowledge of the glory of
Light is the element in which
God in the face of Jesus Christ."
quickened sinners" live, move, and have their being." To them the
darkness is past, "and the true light now shinei h." The difference
between their past and their present estate is that they now" believe in
thfl light" (John xii. 36). This gives them confidence to go forward.
They know whither they go. The light of their Father's countenance
with them reveals the realities of the way. Their trust is in Him who
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knows the way that they take-its trials and difficulties. They make
Him their Guide, and His Word shines upon their path. Thus their
way is prosperous and s",fe, whatever betide. "If we walk in' the
light as He is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and
the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin"
(1 John i. 7). The conscience being kept in contact with the precious
blood-by faith-they rejoice in the liberty of the children of God.
"Truly the light is sweet, and a pleasant thing it is for the eyes to
see the sun" (Ecc!. xi. 7). The face of Jesus Christ, beheld by faith,
reveals the great love of the Father, and inspires assurance in the
hearts of His sons and daughters. There is healing in the bright
beams which proceed from the throne of God and the Lamb. Clothed
with "the armour of light" (Rom. xiii. 12), the saints are "terrible"
_." terrible as an army with banners ,. -in the sight of the Prince of
Darkness and his hosts. The spiritual armour with which the weakest
believer in Christ is clad renders it impossible that he should ever
perish at the hands of Satan, the world, and the flesh.
As showing the "Divine nature" of regenerated sinners, one of
the most femarkable Scripture testimonies is that which we have in
the Epistle to the Ephesians -addressed to those who once were darkness-" Now are ye light in the Lord" (ch. v. 8). It is noticeably
not said-" Now have ye light "-but " Now ARE ye light." Born of
God, "the Father of lights," they derive His likeness, so far as it is
communicable-they al'e light.
And this wondrous transformation
becomes increasingly manifest, in proportion as the Holy Spirit guides
them into a closer walk with their God. 'rhe Church, indwelt, anointed,
and instructed by the Spirit, is "the light of the world." N ever is
the grace of God more fully glorified than when the Church's light
shines" before men," in a dark world, and amidst abounding spiritual
ignorance.' "Let your light so shine before men, that they may see
your good works, and glorify your Father in heaven." Alas, how
imperfectly do we walk by the rule of this commandment of our blessed
Lord and Master! Alas, in how striking a contrast with our failure
stands that perfect life of light which He lived among sinful men!
"Learn of Me" is, therefore, His Word to everyone of His disciples.
He only can teach us how to shine. In the midst of a crooked and
perverse generation, it is our distinctive privilege to hold forth the
Word of Life. Of course, all our light is derived. That we possess
any "oil in our vessels with our lamps" is wholly due to the sovereign
grace of God. In the midst of a darkness which can be felt, the believing
family of God alone-like Israel in Egyptian darkness-have" light
in their dwellings "-in their souls.
Yet, what, after all, are any present measures of spiritual light
possessed by "the children of the day" when compared with that blissful
hour when the shadows shall for ever flee away, and we shall see the
Sun of Righteousness face to face 1 That will be the perfect consummation of our blood-secured anticipations. Oh, brethren in Christ, let
us daily seek to live, and serve, and suffer in the power of this
glorious hope. The Zion to which we are travelling, by faith, is the
City of Light. "And the City had no need of the sun, neither of
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the moon, to shine in it; for the glory of God did lighten it, and
the Lamb is the light thereof." Then our knowledge of the Lord
will' expand in ever-widening circles of apprehension.
"Now we
know in part, and we prophesy in part. But when that which is
perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away. Now
we see through a glass darkly; but then face to face." Then, dear
"children of the day," we shall J.;now even as we are now apprehensively known of our God-Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

J. O.

Clifton.
LOVE OF THE BRETHREN.

"HE that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love
God whom he hath not seen 1" It is quite clear the absence of
brotherly love demonstrates the absence of saving faith.
Whenever
we see a professing Christian destitute of this blessed sheep's mark,
we see one in whom the root of the matter does not exist. If our
faith be not followed by real Christian love, love to all God's dear
children, it is a delusive, dead, and destructive faith, a kind of faith
from which we would do well to say, "Good Lord, deliver us." We
10Te Him. We love Him as a Person, but we love Him as a representative Person, and loving Him thus, we also of necessity love all
those whom He represents.-Selected.

AUTUMN STRAINS.
Lovely golden leaves,
LOVELY golden leaves,
In the golden glow,
Hanging overhead,
With the brown and green,
Happy plumy birds,
Flitting to and fro;
With the bronztJ and red;
Ye have given me thoughts,
Ye have given me thoughts
Beautiful and bright,
Of the golden crowns,
Of some things unseen
Worn by conquerors,
By man's mortal sight.
Where no foe man frowns.
Lovely golden leaves,
Lying at my feet,
Ye have given me thoughts
Of the golden street,
Where the crystal tide
Flows with silver sound,
Where the tree of life
Sweetness sheds around.

Happy plumy birds,
Singing perfect songs,
Ye have given me thoughts,
Of the angel throngs;
Who, unceasingly,
In the realms above,
Sing the praise of Him
Whom my soul doth love.

Lovely golden leaves,
Fluttering near my hand,
Rustling in the breez<3
From the meadow land;
Ye have given me thoughts
Of the golden lyres,
Struck by saints who sang
In the furnace fires.

Lovely autumn leaves,
Happy robins free,
Ye have surely been
" Means of grace ., to me.
Oh that I might be
" Means of grace" to some,
Who will shortly rest
In the glory-home.
ISA.
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THE LOVELINESS OF CHRIST;IN HIS GLORy-HoME.
"He is altogether lovely."-Sor,OMON'S SONG v. 16.
" Who is gone into heaven."-1 PETER iii. 22.
WONDERFUL are the Bible revelations of the loveliness of J ehovahJesus in His exaltation at the right hand of the Majesty on high
(Heb. i. 3). The eye of faith, looking up, beholds her Lord seated on
His Father's throne (Psalm ex. 1). God hath given to His dear Son
" a name that is above every name" (Phil. ii. 9).
After His resurrection, Jesus remained on earth with His disciples
for the space of forty days; and, when the appointed time had come,
" He led them out as far as.to Bethany, and He lifted up His hands,
and blessed them" (Luke xxiv. 50); and " while they beheld, He was
taken up, and a cloud received Him out of their sight" (Acts i. 9).
Thus was accomplishedTHE ASCENSION
of the Lord Jesus and His return to His home in glory. Now, having
finished the 1V0rk on earth which His Father gave Him to do (John
xvii. 4), Jesus "is gone into heaven" (1 Peter iii. 22), there "to
appear in the presence of God for us" (Heb. ix. 24), and to accomplish His Father's will and His own purpose of grace. Our Master
ascended up on high to do many things for His people. He is gone
into heaven1. To send the Spij·it. He distinctly taught His disciples that
this was one reason why He must leave them. Said He, "It is
expedient for you that I go away; if I go not away, the Comforter
will not ~ome unto you; but if I depart, I will send Him unto you"
(John xvi. 7). The Father sent the Son, and the risen and exalted
Son sends the Holy Ghost to testify of Him to His believing disciples
(John xv. 26). The Lord Jesus went to heaven also2. As the Firstfj'uits from the dead (1 Cor. xv. 23), the wave-sheaf
of the harvest (Lev. xxiii. 10), which after being cut down was presented to the Lord to be accepted for the people (vel'. 11). Thus the
whole harvest was sanctified.
The "firstfruits" constituted the
earnest and pledge that the entire harvest should be safely gathered
in. So the Lord Jesus was not only cut down in death, but having
risen from the dead, He entered into the presence of God as the Firstfruits, the pledge and earuest of the garnering of all the sheaves to be
gathered in afterwards; and so He became "the Firstborn from the
dead" (Col. i. 18) The Lord Jesus ascended to heaven3. To fulfil His office as Mediator, for which the complexity of His
Person as the God-Man admirably qualified Him. He is God, and
therefore able to save. He is Man, and therefore able to sympathize.
And as the" God· Man ., He is most suitable to be the Representative
of man to God, and to be the Representative of God to
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man. "When we approach to God, it is He instead of us is seen."
Coming souls are "accepted in the Beloved" (Eph. i. 6), Who
is the Mediator, standing between God and the sinner as the
Reconciler. Further, Jesus left the outer court, after He had" offered
Himself without spot to God" tHeb. ix. 14), by that one offering
sanctifying many (Heb. x. 14), and entered into the Holy of Holies
to accomplish His work4. As the Great High P1'iest of His people. There are three things
which Jesus does now He appears as our High Priest in glory: First,
He bears all Israel on His heart before the Lord; second, He presented His blood (Heb. ix. 7); and, thirdly, He makes intercession
(Heb. xii. 25). All these aspects of His High Priestly office are
instructive and satisfying to the soul who hungers to know more of
Christ. But, the Lord Jesus is in glory5. To answe1' prayer. " If ye shall ask anything in My name, I 'Will
do it." We know hereby that He is God, because He does answer
our prayers. When on earth"With crieB and tearB He offered up
HiB humble Buit below;
But with authority He asks
Enthroned in glory now."
Blessed are the answers to prayer coming through Jesus, they come
with His love. The Lord Jesus ascendeJ to heaven6. To p"epm'e a place for His own, and to receive them as they
go home one by one. " I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go
and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto
myself" (John xiv. 2, 3).
We will now pass on to noticeHIs POSI1'IOK

in the heavens. "He is on the right hand of God" (1 Peter iii. 22).
When he had finished His work on earth "He sat down on the right
hand of the majesty on high" (Heb. i. 3). Very significant is the
definite and repeated assurance that He is at God's "right hand" !
It denotes the place of honour. "Him hath God exalted" (Acts v. 31) ;
but still more emphatically it shows His equality with the Father.
Jesus and His Father are co-eternal, co-essential, and co-equal. On
earth the Lord taught, "I and My Father are one" (John x. 30).
To be seated at God's right hand implies Dignity. Jesus (the Man in
glory) is there in our nature. This truth is full of comfort. The
only sense in which there is any dignity in human nature, is by
virtue of its union with the Divine nature in the holy Person of our
glorified Redeemer.
Now, Christ being at the Father's right hand
shows how near to His Father is the Son. Fellow believer, here our
comfort lies, that, as one with Him, we are made nigh in Him
(Eph. ii. 13).
"So near, BO very near to God,
Nearer I cannot be;
For in the PerBon of His Son
I am as near aB He."
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Again, the Lord Jesus Christ sitting on the right hand of God
signifies Sonship. It is the seat of the only-begotten. the beloved Son
of the Father, in whom He is well-pleased. "Behold, what manner of
love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the
sons of God" (1 John iii. 1). If we are " sons "-and we trust we
have the Spirit's witness to the fact-and Christ is the Son, then He
is our Elder Brl)ther.
With humble confidence faith looks up.
Behold!
., There sits our Saviour crowned with light,
Clothed in a body like our own."
We must by no means omit to mark the posture ascribed to Jesus.
In Hebrews i, 3, and Ephesians i. 20, &c., He is said to be sitting, that
is, resting and waiting. Having done His appointed work on earth,
J <:lSUS is now resting in glory; waiting until His enemies shall be made
His footstool (Psalm ex. 1 I. Then shall Jesus be manifestly what
He is now virtually-" Lord of all."
Even now "angels, and
authorities, and powers" are really "made subject unto Him"
(1 Peter iii. 22), who is "King of kings, and Lord of lords"
(Rev. xvii. 14).
Bath.
E. C.
"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY?"
(ESTHER

ix. 23.)

(Continued fi'om page 642.)

"AND the Jews undertook to do as they had begun, and as Mordecai
had written unto them." They recognized his authority; they were
obedient to it. This is the sum of a life of faith on the Son of
God-receiving Him as exalted to the right hand of God, having
finished the work the Father gave Him to do, and now, crowned
with glory and honour, He has power to enact laws, to appoint
ordinances, and it is the part of a loyal subject to yield implicit
obedience to His authority. The Gospel is made known to all men
for the obedience of faith. Alas, that of mRny it should be said,
"But they have not all obeyed the Gospel." In the case of the Jews
there was no exception. 'fhe deliverance came through Mordecai,
and it was so universal, so far extending, that none objected to keep
tbe days of solemn feast.
"Because Haman the son of Hammedatha, the Agagite, the enemy
of all the Jews, bad devised against the Jews to destroy them, and
had cast Pur, that is, the lot, to consume them, and to destroy them;
but when Esther came before the king, he commanded by letters that
his wicked device, which he had devised against the Jews, should
return upon his own head, and that he and his sons should be hanged
on the gallows." It is a standing witness for all time, the blessed
result of coming boldly to the throne of grace, that when Esther
came before the king there was a reversal of the decree, though promulgated by an unchangeable statute, even according to the law of
the Medes and Persians, that altereth not. It is recorded emphati-

108

The Gospel Magadne.

cally, "written as with a point of a diamond," that we, even the
feeblest of His people, might have strong consolation in approaching
the mercy-seat, assured that the invisible God, to whom we commit
our cause, will "Be silent in love" [as the margin renders, "He will
rest in His love"] (Zeph. iii. 17).
.. HE WILL SILENTLY PLAN FOR THEE." '"
.. , HE will silently plan for thee,'
Object thou of omniscient care;
God. Himself undertakes to be
Thy Pilot through each subtle snare.
.. 'He WILL silently plan for thee,'
So certainly He cannot fail!
Rest on the faithfulness of God,
In Him thou surely shalt prevail,
,,' He will SILENTLY plan for thee'
Some wondrous surprise of love;
Eye hath not seen. nor ear hath heard,
But it is kept for thee above.
.. 'He will silently PLAN for thee,'
His purposes all shall unfold,
The tangled skein shall shine at last
A masterpiece of skill untold.
" •He will silently plan for THEE,
Happy child of a Father's care,
As though no other claimed His love,
But thou alone to Him wast dear."
-E. May G1'imes.
Doubtless many a believer can" set to his seal that God is true."
"Wherefore they called these days Purim after the namc of Pur.
Therefore for all the words of this letter, and of that which they had
seen concerning this matter, and which had come unto them, the Jews
ordained, and took upon them, and upon their seed, and upon all such
as joined themselves unto them, so as it should not fail, that they
would keep these two days according to their \\Titing, and according
Herein ha:l been proved the
to their appointed time every year."
truth of Solomon's axiom: "The lot is caRt into the lap, but the whole
disposing thereof is of the Lord" (Prov. xvi. 33), so that it was meet the
days of commemoration of so great an interposit;on of Divine wisdom
and power should take their name from Pur, the lot, to keep in lively
remembrance through all generations this grace and favour extended
to the chosen people. Surely we should learn from hence to have
our days of Purim, to record our red-letter days, that as they come
round year by year they should excite our grateful praise to our
bountiful Lord, and give occasion to recount His mercies and lovetokens, and so "strengthen the weak hands and confirm the feeble
knees" of those with whom we come in contact, wnen they are called to
pass through a season of tribulation in which DO other help is to be
• South African General Mission
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found or can avail but the almighty arm of J ehovah. Blessed are
they to whom the arm of the Lord is revealed as an unfailing
support to lean npon as we come up from a wilderness of trial, where
foes abound and crosses are of daily occurrence; nor are they at all
like the misleading pretty devices, tastefully embroidered on silk or
bnnting, easy to wave about before us, but ugly weights upon the
shoulder, to be patiently borne after our Divine Master, who knows
the burden of the cross full well, whose tenderness takes the heavy
end and gives strength to bear the rest. There is something very
suggestive in the words, "for all the words of this letter, and that
which they had seen concerning thi~ matter," as pointing to two kinds
of epifst1e-the authority of the written Word, the Scriptures, and the
living epistle-the experilLlental testimony of those who had seen and
known all the circumstances, and so were in a position to detail the
facts why such a feast should become perpetnal. Oh for an intelligent
knowledge of the feast we commemorate, that we may enter into its
profoundly deep and sacred mysteries, spiritually discerning the Lord's
body, enjoying His invisible presence, giving life to the soul; "Christ
in you, the hope of glory," the "Bread of life," received" in the heart
by faith, with thanksgiving," not after a carnal manner, for "It is the
spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I
speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life." It seems as if an
underlying connection with this feast is to be traced in the words,
"took upon themselves, and upon their seed, and upon all such as
joined themselves to them; ,. a forecast of the time when Jew and
Gentile shall be one fold under one Shepherd, commemorating together
the feast of the Atonement, which that which was represented by
them in type, in the seventh month, on the tenth day, became a fact,
and He on whom the Lord's lot fell to be the sin offering, gave
Himself for us.
"Christ gave Himsel f for us, an offering and a
sacrifice to God, for a sweet smelling savour" ; and when the lot fell
upon Him also to be the scapegoat, and bear for ever away the sins
of all who believe on Him, into a land of forgetfulness, where they should
never be found any more. He, the great Deliverer, typified also in
nIordecai, appointed a memorial feast, which shall be observed to the
end of time by those who" with lively faith and humble gratitude and
thanksgiving, recall to mind continually the exceeding great love of our
Master and only Saviour thus dying for us."
Esther put her life in
her hands, and went in to intercede, s;1ying, "If I perish, I
perish," but He laid down His life, having power to take it again,
and it would be the fourteenth day of the month when the Lord Jesus
instituted the Lord's Supper, to show forth His death" till He come."
vVe cannot be wrong to "see Jesus" everywhere, and the heart in
which He dwells will never be satisfied with reading this precious
Word of God as a mere narrative of facts, however thrilling the
historical interest may be, unless the Beloved of the Father and our
Beloved be traced there too, and, as a practical result, some guidance
for the daily walk and enjoyment of His love be the outcome
of our study. "The testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy."
"Then Esther the queen, the daughter of Abihail, and Mordecai
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the Jew, wrote with all authority, to confirm this second letter of
Purim." In the day of adversity, sorrow, and mourning, Mordecai had
sent to Esther a message, "Who knoweth whether thou art come to
the kingdom for such a. time as this?" His words proved prophetic.
It was God's gracious design ill her exaltation; it is strikingly figurative and typical of the Church of God as the channel by which great
grace flows to His people, so "hat it becomes true of every individual
believer that by word or life-testimony they become a savour of life
unto life in them that "believe on Me through their word ,.
(John xvii. 20). Esther enacts nothing without Mordecai's counsel
and co-operation, though she be queen over all the pr ovinces of that
great empire; neither can the Church make laws or appoint times
and seasons to be observed without the Lord. "And he sent the letters
unto all the Jews, to the hundred twenty and seven provinces of the
kingdom of Ahasut'rus, with words of peace and truth." And so the
Epistles were written after the exaltation to the right hand of the
Great King, of Him who was" bruised for our iniquities." "'Wherefore God also hath highly exalted Him," that He might send "'ords of
peace. The word which God sent unto the children of Israel, preaching
peace by Jesus Christ ( He is Lord of all)," is Peter's testimony of
Him, when by the key given to him he opened the door of faith
unto us Gentiles, as he had used the other key to open the door to
admit believing Jews on the day of Pentecost. Jesus Christ our
Lord is the Prince of Peace, "having made peace through the blood of
His cross." He is our peace who hath made both one ~Jews and
Gentiles I " having broken down the wall of partition between us." And
He is essentially the Truth; and by the Urim and Thummim shining
out from Himself, that is, "by manifestation of the truth," we are
enabled to receive" the truth as it is in Jesus," to grasp the truth and
hold fast the truth of God, because we are "the grasped ones," no
longer in darkness but" light in the Lord." These are the "letters"
which it is our joy to receive by the hand of messengers whom our
greater than Mordecai appoints to convey HiR words of peace and
truth to individual souls. 'Wherever and whensoever they come, there
is rCJolcmg "To confirm these days of Purim in their times appointed,
according as ~fordecai the Jew and .Esther the queen had enjoined
them, and as they had decreed for themselves and for their seed, the
matters of the fastings and their cry." Not a syllable denotes to
whom the cry had been made, but the inference is clear as the sunbeam, for no other could hear the cry that went up from" the hundred
twenty and seven provinces," and no arm but Omnipotence could have
interposed. Let us observe, in their joy ann gladness they were not to
forget" the matters of the fastings and their cry." If we would be
comforters of others in time of trouble, let us toll them the m.atte7'l~
of our fastings and OU1' Cl'y)' find how the ear of our Father was opened;
how He inclined to our plaintive utterance and owned Hi;; child.
"And the decree of Esther confirmed these matters of l'lll'im, and
it was written in the book." In what book? Probably not in the
archives of the Medes and Persians, but in the records of the choseu
people, or still IDose certainly it is found 'lCl'itten to this day in the
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Rook of Esther, amongst the canonical books of Scripture, and
millions of copies have been, and still are being, circulated world"wide.
The expression recalls the words spoken to Daniel, "At that time thy
people shall be delivered, everyone that shall be found written in the
book" ; and the words in Malachi concerning the conversation of the
godly, "Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to another:
and a book of remembrance was written before Him for them that
feared the Lord, and that thought upon His name." Oh, that every
one of us may be assured as the Apostle was of his fellow labourers,
" "Whose names are in the book of life." "The matters of the fastings
and their cry" are often very helpful in determining this knotty
question, as are also "words of peace and truth," in demonstration of
the Spirit and of power.
Leicester.
MARY.
WELL-SPRINGS.
" But I said, How shall I P1Lt thee among the child1'en, and give thee
a pleasant land, a goodly heritage of the hosts of nations? and I said,
Thou shalt call ,tIe, lWy Ji'athe1'/ and shalt not turn away f)'om Me."JEREMIAH iii. 19.

OH, the infinitude of grace, the wondrous stoop of mercy, that should
descend so low, to exalt so high a people saved by the Lord! What
a wondrous scheme of salvation, that of Jesus our Lord and Saviour
choosing to come of a line and genealogy so greatly polluted by sin (yet
withont sin Himself), that He might magnify the riches of His grace by
the selecting for Himself hearts wherein to abide, and to consecrate them
as the temple of the Holy Ghost! Yea, so closely associated are they
with Christ that they are declared to be" members of His body, of
His flesh, and of His bones." "This is the name whereby He shall be
called," and "the name whereby she shall be called, The Lord our
Righteousness" (Jer. xxiii. 6, and xxxiii. 16). Again," My God and
youI' God," says the risen and ascending Saviour to Mary (John xx. 17).
And He declares of His grace-saved Church this glorious rnd wondrous
identity with Himself as His pecnliar treasure lExodus xix. 5), whilst
He unto her shall be also her peculiar treasure, where her heart is
"hid" and her affections" set" (Matt. vi. 21).
" Israel My glory," and" thy God thy glory" (Isaiah Ix. 9). ., Thou
becamest Mine" (Ezekiel xvi. 8); "So will I also be for thee" (Hosea
iii. 3); and, "As He is, so are we in this world" (1 John iv. 17).
" I in them, and Thou in Me, that they may be made perfect in one,"
He prays the Father (John xvii. 23). Yea, more, He unto her "a
crown of glory" (Isaiah xxviii. 5), and she likewise unto Him (Isaiah
lxii. 3) Marvellous union! wondrous condescension! God in the
sinner-yea, the very chief of sinners-met in the Man their near
Kinsman.
.. Lord Jesus, are we one with Thee?
o height, and depth of love!
With Thee we died upon the tree;
With Thee we live above."
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And, with the words of another hymnist.. Hallelujah! who shall part
Chrillt's own Bride from Christ's own heart P"

Now, how comes all this blessing upon the Church of God, save by
the merits of her adorable Hp-ad 1 She had fallen by her iniquity,
dealt very treacherously, and been a transgressor from the very birth,
and deserving nothing short of hell. Looking upon her thus in her
lost, undone, and outcast condition, J ehovah says, "But I said, How
can I put thee among the children, and give thee 3, pleasant land, a
goodly heritage ~ " "B1bt"! a solemn wore!. when uttered by the breath
of J ehovah Himself, speaking as it were to Himself, showing the very
thoughts of His heart, and that a heart of restoring, renewing, recovering love! "But I said, How shall I put .thee among the children ~"
"How," as though Jeho,-ah is here pondering the matter. How
shall I place thee, treacherous, wayward, sinflll J udah, among the
children 1 Morally, the High and Holy One that inhabiteth eternity
could not pass justice by. Justice demanded her full retribution, and
yet J ehovah had spoken: "In those days the house of Judah shall
walk with the house of Israel. and they shall come together out of the
land of the north to the land that I have given for an inheritance unto
your fathers." "But thou art fallen by thine iniquity."
She had committed vile whoredoms, going after other gods, and
dealing very treacherously. See how He speaks of her in the earlier
verses of the chapter: "Hast thou seen that which backsliding Israel
hath done 1 She is gone up upon every high mountain, and under every
green tree, and there hath played the harlot. And I said, after she
had done all these things, Turn unto Me. But she returned not.
And her treacherous sister Judah saw it. And I saw, when, for all the
causes whereby backsliding Israel committed adultery I had put her
away, and given her a bill of divorce, yet her treacherous sister
Judah feared not, but went and played the harlot also. And it came
to pass, through the lightness of her whoredom, that she defiled the
land, and committed adultery with stones and with stocks. And yet, for
all this her treacherous sister Judah hath not turned unto Me with her
whole heart, but feignedly [margin, in falsehood] saith the Lord."
" And yet f01' all this"! solemn words of warning and correction, running
parallel with those in Isaiah's prophecy. "And yet for all this, His
anger is not turned away, but His hand is stretched out still."
Mercy overrules where justice reigns, and He loves His treacherous
J udah in spite of all! Oh the heights and depths of mercy! "But I
said, How shall I put thee among the child1'en, and give thee a pleasant
land, a goodly heritage of the hosts of nations 1 and I saicl, Thou shalt
call me, My Father, and shalt not turn away from Me." "My Fathe1'" !
How can we call Him" Abba, my Father," R,nd dare to approach the Holy
and the Just One, after all this category of our sins and backslidings, iniquities and transgressions, which, as a high mountain
stand to testify against us, and make an unbroken barrier between the
soul and her God 1 Look at Israel's history. They were thus
estranged and cast off, had not" Moses stood in the gap." Again," He

1
~

Tlze Gospel Magazine.

713

sent a man before them, even Joseph, who was sold for a servant;
whose feet they hurt with fetters; he was laid in iron; until the time
that His word came; the word of the Lord tried him."
And here in our text, He sent forth His beloved Son, the Man after
His own heart-Gad's equal-tbe First-born amongst many brethrenthe Elder Brother, the Brother born for adversity. And Him he made,
as it were, to be spokesman for tha family. He, their Redeemer,
Mediator, Kinsman, Friend! "Thou shalt call me, Abba, my Father,"
in and through the merits of thine Elder Brother, born for ad versity,
who for thee" was made sin who knew no sin, that we might be made
the righteousness of God in Him"! Now, beloved, look at the
inestimable privileges which follow to the believer! "I have Christ,
what want I more?" said the dying pauper on her bed of straw, in a
comfortless garret. Every precept, promise, privilege, and portion
become ours in Him, "the First-born fl.mong many brethren." In
Him we may cry, "Abba, my Father," and go to Him, relying upon the
children's privileges. In 11 im, the family secrets are made known.
In Him, all the promises are Yea and Amen, all things made ours,
and, as the beloved Apostle sums up, "ye are Christ's, and Christ is
God's"! See, beloved, how the mind at Deity in unspeakable love
has effected this putting amongst the children, to give them a
pleasant land, such a goodly heritage! With the cup of mercy
brimming over, with the song of praise soaring high, may we take
up the language of the Psalmist and say: "The Lord is the portion of
mine inheritance and of my cup; Thou maintainest my lot. The
lines are fallen to me in pleasant places; yea, I have a goodly
heritage." "Thou wilt show me the path of life; in Thy presence is
1ulness of joy; at Thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore."
May His children seek to enjoy some of the birthright portion and
privilegE'S even now, and manifest forth the praises of Him who
hath magnified His great name and glory in their midst.
R.
PRECIOUS FAITH.
indeed is that fJ,ith that leans upon God in adversity,
that goes to Jesus in trial, and that repairs to the Spirit in sorrow.
Precious faith, that finds a promise for every condition, a helper
in every emergency, a soother for every sorrow-that can hope
against hope, taste a sweet in every bitter, and see a bright light
in every dark cloud. He that hath a God-given faith has every desire
·of his heart fulfilled. He can dive into the treasures of God's Word
and say, "All these are mine, for they are my Father's epistles of
love." He can turn to the Redeemer's fulness, and exclaim, "It
pleased the Father that all this fulness of grace, and trnth, and
love, should dwell in Jesus for me." He can repair to the throne
·of grace, and say, "Here I am permitted to draw near to God,
burdened with sin, laden with want, oppressed with trial, assaileu
by temptation, crushed with sorrow, casting all my care upon Him."
-Dr. Winslow.
3D
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PASTORAL NOTES.
A PEACEFUL, HAPPY END.
" Is it well with thee?
Is it well with the child? And she
answer'ed, It is well."-2 KINGS iv. 26.
" I shall go to hirn, but he shall not return to rne."-2 SA~iUEL xii. 23.
So much Christian sympathy and kindly feeling have been expressed
respecting my beloved eldest son's illness and home-call, that I venture
to add a few more particulars about him. When he returned from
America he said that if he found the change beneficial, he hoped to
stay in England for some time; but that if, on the contrary, he got
worse, he would go back quickly to America. During the first few
days of his stay at Hatford, he became decidedly better, he gained
strength, increased in weight, and was able to write two or three
bright reports to his young wife in Florida, which greatly cheered and
delighted her. The weather at that time was warm and genial, and
the sun shone brightly day after day But then a change came, the
weather became comparatively cold and wet, and with that change we
could see a great alteration in our dear invalid. Oh, what a trying
disease consumption is ! It deceives its victims repeatedly. 'l'hey
feel, perhaps, little or no pain, and under favourable influences they
regain at times a little strength; and then they feel so well that they
fail to realize that they are seriously ill, and they are filled with hope
of a complete recovery; but afterwards a relapse ensues, and they
find themselves worse than they were before. How often hope thus
"deferred maketh the heart sick!" and where there is not a true
hope of a glorious future, which acts as "an anchor of the soul,"
bow fearfully trying and bitter must the disappointment be !
Happily our dear invalid's faith never seemed to waver or to
fail during some such trying viscissitudes as these.
"My son,"
I said to him one day, "if the Lord should see fit to call you
away by this illness, would you be afraid 1" "Oh no, father," he
replied in writing, whilst a sweet smile appeared on his features, "oh
no, for death is only a shadow, and who would be afraid of a shadow 1"
On another day he asked, " Have you a Thanksgiving Day in England 1"
"N 0," I replied, "we have not;" and I added playfully, alluding t9
the fact that he had become a naturalized American citizen, "I know
that you have a Thanksgiving Day in the United States, to celebrate
your breaking away from us, but we do not celebrate such an event as.
that." "Oh," he wrote, "I did not mean that, I meant a general
Thanksgiving Day for all God's mercies."
"No," I replied, "we have
not that, but we have a form of General Thanksgiving which we use
every Sunday." Then, after a slight pause, as if meditating about the
matter, he smiled, and wrote, "I have a general thanksgiving every
day." I thought, as I read those words, "How wonderful is his
faith! With his poor, emaciated, disease-stricken body, with weariness
and pain, with earthly prospects vanishing, and earthly hopes all
blighted, surely only the truest and strongest faith can enable him to
say, 'I have a general thanksgiving every day.'''
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It is a strange thing that my dear son should have been smitten
with this dire disease consumption, for, prevalent as it is in Great
Britain and in several other countries, it is almost unknown amongst
the residents in Florida. ThE' beautiful and generally equable climate
which is enjoyed there, especially in winter time, seems to have the
effect of preserving the residents from it. The only explanation of his
case seems to be that consumption is to a certain extent contagious,
and that as uumbers of consumptive patients resort to Florida in
winter from the northern parts of America, for the sake of its beautiful
climate, he must have taken the disease from them. And it is not
unlikely that he was predisposed to take it by the peculiarly harassing
time which he passed through in Florida in connection with the sudden
and fearfully destructive frosts which have of late years made such
havoc there. He went there in 1887 to join his bi'other and
a relative in orange' planting, ::m occupation which at that time
was considered to be an extremely pleasant and profitable
one, and having purchased ground, and cleared and planted it,
they l,iwaited in cheerful expectation, in conjunction with thousands
of their fellow-settlers, a fair return for their labours. But suddenly
one night, without the slightest warning, an unprecedentedly hard frost
settled down over the land, and all vegetation was blighted as if it had
been scorched in a furnace. Not only were the tender shoots and
branches of the young orange trees destroyed, but even the bark of the
old trees was split open from top to bottom, so that they could not
possibly survive, and the only way to make any use of them was to cnt
them down level with the ground, in the hope that the roots might
retain sufficient vitality to send up fresh shoots.
Oh what a bitter disappointment and trial was this to the young
settlers! Only those who have experienced something of the kind
can realize it. In many cases they had expended all the capital that
they possessed or that they could borrow, and this, with all their
years of labour, was lost at a single stroke. However, there was no
help for it. It was God's hand, and it could not have been foreseen
or gUl1rded against. Some of the settlers gave up in despair; but
others, and amongst them my son, determined to start afresh, and to
endeavour, by every possible legitimate means to repair the mischief.
Their efforts seemed to be not in vain; fresh and extremely vigorous
shoots sprang up from the roots of the cut-down fruit-trees; businesses
which several of the settlers e~'gaged in whilst waiting for the return
from their orange groves, began to fluurish, and the State of Florida
seemed just about to emerge from the gloom and depression into which
it had fallen, when, four years after the first catastrophe, a second one
of the same kind occurred in the same way; the crops were again
destroyed, the orange groves were again ruined, and tens of thousands
of settlers became utterly bankrupt; many of those who stood the
first shock being quite unable to stand the second.
It would apparently have been wiser if my son had then left
Florida, and begun life again in some other way; but having borrowed money and laid it out there, he was most anxious to repay it ;
and hoping against hope that circumstances would change again for
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the better, he determined to stand his ground and try to weather the
storm again; but the effort was too much for him; and just like '1
soldier who is slain whilst leading a forlorn hope, or as a sailor who
perishes in holding fast to and trying to save a sinking vessel, 80 he
8tlCcumbed to the determined efforts which he made to carry out his
sense of duty. "Father," he said to me pathetically one day, "I
shall never be able to tell you my story; "-as his voice was gone,
and he could not talk. "No, my son," I replied, "but we can imagine
it." But he slightly shook his head. as if he thought that that was
not quite possible.
After his heart had been touched by Divine grace, he developed a
remarkable talent for public speaking. It was shown in connection
with a working men's Bible Class, which he condncted for some time
in Hastings, and in connection with some special Mission Services
which were held in the neighbourhood of Hastings; and it was fondly
hoped that this talent would be used in the Christian ministry. We
therefore tried repeatedly to direct his attention in that direction"
but he could not see the way clear for him to follow it.
Finding that he was gradually getting worse instead of better
during his stay in England, we consulted our local doctor, who had
attended him with unremitting care and kindness, and he decided
that it was advisable for him to return speedily to Florida. We
therefore made arrangements for him to sail from Southampton by
one of the large German steamers, and we endeavoured to secure as
comfortable quarters for him on board as possible.
But we after·
wards much regretted that we had chosen that route, for although
he was otherwise kindly treated, he could not get any food
suitable for-or suitably cooked foro-an invalid.
When we were
making the arrangements for his voyage, I particnlarly asked him
whether he could get snch food as he required on board ship, and he said
that there would not be the slightest difficulty about it, as he could get
anything there that he liked to order; and he had had some experiellec
in this matter, for he had crossed the Atlantic several times.
We saw him on board the big vessel in the Solent, and bid him
a last and long good-bye. Oh, those partings, how trying they are 1If it were not for the hope of the meetings by-and-bye they would
be heartbreaking and overwhelming.
Having arrived safely in New York, and had 'a few days' rest in a
kind friend's house there, which seemed to refresh him, he proceeded
further on his way, and at length reached his home in Florida. But
it was at once apparent that the journey had greatly tried him, and
that he was much weaker. He lingered for five weeks, and then
peacefully passed away.
The particulars which have reached us respecting his last days on
earth are very sweet and comforting- to those who knew and loved him.
On August 25th, his dear young wife wrote :-" There is no use
in closing our eyes to the fact that our darling is growing steadily
weaker, and that the end cannot be far off. Perhaps before this
reaches you I may have to send a cable telling that all is over. . . .
It is wonderful how the needed strength is given. "What seemed
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unbearable a few months ago now seems all a loving Father's will,
and can be accepted from His hand. He has suffered dreadfully from
want of breath, and a great deal from exhaustion. Everybody is
very kind, and the days pass very peacefully. . .. He is very
glad to think that he has been home once more, and I know what
a comfort it is to you all to' have had him with you. He is so
bra,ve and so patient, and we have such lovely talks. He is writing
a last little note to you. He is so bright and happy that it seems
impossible to realize that so soon he will be gone from us to his
heavenly home. He does not now suffer very much, and my father
[a doctor] says he is not likely to, and that he will jUEt go
peacefully on to the very end, only being a little weaker each day."
This was the note alluded to:-" My dearest Father, Mother, and
Sister, good-bye for a short time. I am slowly sinking, but underneath
I feel the Everlasting Arms. What an honour to be the first of all
oul' family to see His face! I shall be satisfied. Do not grieve for
me; think where I am. I only go a little ahead to be able to
welcome yon, God be with you. Your loving Son, CECIL,"
In order to enable him to breathe more easily, his couch was moved
into a verandah, which was fitted up with curtains round it for the
purpose, and this arrangement seemed to give him much comfort.
Several of his friends visited him whilst he was there, and some of
them said, as they went away, that that place "seemed like the
gate of heaven." Although it might have been naturally supposed
that his illness would concentrate his attentioI1 and thOllghts upon
himself, he seemed constantly to be thinking about others, and he
expressed an earnest wish that something could be done to help the
poorest of the consumptive patients who flock to Florida in the winter
season. He said :-" Here I lie with every comfort, but how many of
those poor people come here to die without any comforts. If I had
been spared longer, I think that I would have endeavoured to get
up a home for them, where they would be kindly treated, and have
every eomfort." "Perhaps," said his wife, "I may be able to do it."
"Oh," he replied, "that would be lovely." And she means to try and
see if it be possible to carry out his wish.
On September 2nd his wife wrote :-" Our darling fails very fast;
to-day is the fifth day without food.
It is impossible for him to
swallow, Up to Saturday he was able to drink, but yesterday he found
even that impossible.
The tablets which he takes-a concentrated
preparation of morphia-keep him from suffering- from hunger, and
yet they leave his mind clear. We have had such heavenly talks, and
it seems to me that he is not going far away, only just out of sight to
be with Jesus . . . . All day to-day he has dozed, only waking
for a moment, and always with his sweet, bright smile. Oh, mother
dear, how can I give him up? I love him so!"
Then followed on September 5th, a cablegram-"Cecil entered into 1'PSt" "
and afterwards the following letters:-"September 5th.-You must have
a few lines if it is possible for me to pen them. My heart is one song
of thanksgiving that peacefully and gently our Father has taken our
beloved one; that the weary battle is over, and he is rejoicing. No
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more thirst and hunger, no more pain, only joy and bliss untold!
Tuesday night we watched and waited for the Master, but He came
not. Tuesday morning he was restless, but at 2 p.m. he dropped into
a quiet sleep, and slept with his hand in mine until 5.30. Then he
seemed bright and rested. . . . Mr. DAY, our Rector, came and
prayed with us. Mr. WHITNER and 1- watched the night through.
Once he murmured, 'Christ my Master.' His breathing grew harder,
and we raised His head. About 8 a.m. my stepmother s,tng to him,
and at the words, 'Jesus, blessed J eSlls,' a faint smile crossed his face,
and we felt sure that he heard. Once again I called him, and
repeated, 'I shall be satisfied when I awake,' and he f,tintly smiled.
Then the breath came slower and slower, and he woke in heaven.
We lay him to-morrow in a little plot close by the spot which he
had selected. I bless God, and thank you for these five blessed weeks
together. Five weeks and two days since he came home."
September 8th.-" I no more feel as if our darling were dead, only
absent in the body but present in the spirit. Friday morning was
simply perfect. Kind friends brought quantities of beautiful flowers.
In the centre of our hall, with all the family gathered round, the
beautiful service was held. Mr. BATES, the clergyman who married us,
and who was CECIL'S first friend in Sanford, took the service. Never
did it seem so beautiful, so uplifting. ' We would see J eSlls' was
sung. Our Rector has a fine voice, and he sang so distinctly that each
He had asked me if I would
word seemed a message.
mind if he said a few words. 1 hesitated, bnt told him to do what
he thought best. He spoke most feelingly, and I could not have
asked for one word to be different. The chief thought being that
death was not to our loved one a dreaded foe to be fought against,
but God's blessed messenger sent to call him home. Then came
'There is a land of pure delight.' Loving friends bore him to the
grave, no need of the woeful hearse. At the grave was sung' Abide
with me,' and' Asleep in Jesus.' In one way my heart is simply
breaking, and I know not how to face the years to come. In another
way I am rejoicing, and a constant voice of praise goes silently up for
all the ,gloriousness of it."
The following kindly notice appeared in a Florida newspaper:"ALFRED CECIL DOUDNEY, whose death occurred at his residence
near Sanford, on Thursday morning, September 5th, was born in
Carlisle, England, September 24th, 1866. After receiving a liberal
edncation in England, Mr. DOUDNEY came to Florida in October,
1887, settling at Chetwynd, where he engaged in orange-growing
and commercial pnrsuits.
December 1, 1889, he came to Sanford.
On February 5, 1892, he married Miss ELIZA CLARKE DOWNING, the
daughter of Dr. J. C. C. DOWNING, of Montclair, Florida. Mr.
DOUDNEY was dangerously ill of typhoid fever at the time of his
marriage, but by the devoted and skilful nursing of his faithful wife,
was in a few weeks' time restored to his usual robust health. The
family consists of three little ones-two sons and a daughter. Mr.
DOUDKEY was ever active and industrious in business affairs, and a
public spirited citizen. Having a fine voice, and being skilled in
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both vocal and instrumental music, he took a leading part, during
his residence in Sanford, in public and social entertainments and in
the choir of the Episcopal Church. He rendered valuable services
also as lay reader, a vestryman, and, for a number of years past, as
the junior warden of the church. He was ever a devoted communicant of the church. During his illness of the past year he
showed very conspicuously the Christian virtues of patience and
hope and complete faith and trust in the Heavenly Father. With
clear and strong faith he was able to look forward joyfully to the
blessedness of the future life.
It was perfectly real and certain
to him. His thought was" , We would see Jesus'; this is all we're needing;
Strength, joy,- and willingness come with the sight;
'We would see Jesus,' dying, risen, pleading;
Then welcome day, and farewell mortal night.'
Of God's goodness, he was spared serious suffering at the last, and fell
After a beautiful service at his house on Friday
peacefully asleep.
morning, conducted by the Rev. Mr. DAY, his mortal remains were laid
at rest in the little cemetery opposite his residence.
' 0 death, where
is thy sting? 0 grave, where is thy victory 1 Thanks be to God,
which giv~th us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.'"
" Sleep on, beloved, sleep and take thy rest,
Lay down thy head upon the Saviour's breast;
We love thee well, but Jesus loves thee bestGood-night!
.. Until the Eastel' glory lights the skies,
Until the dead in Jesus shall arise,
And He shall come, but not in lowly guiseGood-night! "
D. A. DOUDNEY.
BETTER to fall into sin and have the heart broken in humility
for it, than to fall by a haughty spirit into he11.- W. 111ason.
FINAL PERSEVERANcE.-Dear children of God, if you ask what
security you have or enduring to the end and continuing faithful unto
death 1 The very same that establishes the heavens, and settles the
ordinances of the universe. Can these be thrown in to confusion 1
Then may the true believer draw back unto perdition.
Can the
glorious sun be dislodged from his sphere, and rush lawlessly through 1
Then, and then only, can the faith of God's elect be overthrown
finally.
Be of good cheer, then, 0 my soul; rely on Him who is
the same "yesterday, to-day, and for ever." Though thy grace he
languid as the glimmering spark, though the overflowings of
corruption threaten it with total extinction, yet many waters cannot
quench it, nor the floods drown it, "for the mouth of the Lord hath
spoken it." -Hervey.
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NOTES ON THE CLIFTON CONFERENCE.
THJr. subject of this year's Clifton Conference was full of interest, and
all of us who were privileged to gather together at it felt it would
be a Conference of much help in understanding the Old Testament
Scripture~, which so s\yeetly- unfold, hy J ehovah's own special
direction, wonderful types of the good things to come. We were enabled
also to see the good things that are, as well as the wonderful past,
in which so many, many types have been verified.
The weather was propitious, and the assembly was large. Many
familiar faces we missed, many are in glory, and others were unable,
through stress of various circumstances, to be present. However, there
was a goodly number of the Lord's people assembled, and He Himself
was" in' the midst."
The first day the subject was "Old Testament Types concerning
Christ," and after the Rev. J. ORMISTON'S kind welcome, and the singing of a hymn and prayer, the subject was opened by the Rev.
CANOr\ HEAD, Vicar of Clifton, in a most able and impressive address.
He based his remarks principally upon Genesis iv. 4-the aeceptance
of' Abel and his offering, which pointed to the redemption by the
precious blood of Christ, the blood which speaketh better things than
the blood of the murdered Abel. CANON HEAD pointed out very
beautifully the "better things" in comparison, and als0 spoke very
practically upon Cain's worship, which, he said, was full of self-will.
Gud· had, beyond all question, commanded sacrifice, but Cain came
with fruit and flowers, which in his eyes seemed more beautiful than
the slain lamb which was Abel's offering, practically saying, "I shall
worship in my own way." He came filled with pride, with no sense of
sin, and full of unbelief. God had spoken of one way, but he ignored it
altogether. CANON HEAD spoke of the probability of Cair/s subsequent repentance, indicated by his naming his son and thfJ city which
he built, "Enoch." He then took Melchisedek-a striking type.: and
Dr. WRIGHT follmved, in his own characteristic, forcible way, upon
priesthood and sacrifice, taking up again Melchisedek and his wonderful, mysterious history, and yet in its very mystery rich in foreshadowings of the great Antitype. The silences of Scripture, Dr.
'\TRIGH'l' remarked, are as impressive as its utterances, and full of
meaning. He reminded us that this is not the resting-time, as so many
Christians seem to imagine, but it is our time of fighting, of contending, of testifying.
The Rev. A. A. ISAACS, of Bath, was very instructive indeed, basing
his remarks upon a passage which, as he said, seems difficult to the
ordinary reader until Christ is seen in it, and then all mystery and
difficulty vanish. The Lord Jesus Christ Himself interpreted Scripture
as concerning His own work.
The passage Mr. ISAACS took was Zechariah x. 4, "Out of Him came
forth the corner, out of Him the nail, out of Him the battle-bow,
out of Him every oppressor together." Christ is the corner. " This
is the stone which was set at nought of you builders, which is become
the head of the corner" (Acts iv. 11 ; also Matt. xxi. 42, and 1 Peter
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ii. 7). Then Christ is the nail; we read in Isaiah xxii. 23, "I will'
fasten Him aR a nail in a sure place." Upon Him all burdens hang
securely, and we may in confidence cast every distress upon Him.
Then He is the battle bow. See that glorious Psalm, the forty-fifth:
" Gird Thy sword upon Thy thigh, 0 most mighty, with Thy glory and
Thy majesty. And in Thy majesty 'ride prosperuusly. . . . . Thine
arrows are sharp in the -heart of the King's enemies." And then the
last, " Out of Him every oppressor together," seems more easy to understand, since we know Christ is the Deliverer.
In the evening the Rev. Dr. HAMILTON spoke upon Christ as Prophet
typified by Moses in his office, his privilege of intercessor, his character; "faithful in all things"; and he was followed by Rev. D. L.
JOHNSON, the beloved blind" seer," whose spiritual vision is so keen and
clear.
He spoke very sweetly of the Queen of Sheba's visit to
Solomon-how all exceeded the fame she had heard, and how, when
wc see Christ, we shall find that not half was told us. He took each
portion--Solomon's wisdom, the house he had built, the meat of his
table, &c. (see I Kings x. 5); and drew from these types the light of
the greater than Solomon, and His wisdom, His house, the meat of His
table, and the ecstasy of I'h.~ Church beholding all. Truly with these
visions even here, Mr. JOHKSOX might well exclaim, as he did, and
well may we exclaim too : c,

'If such t be sweetness of the stream,
What must the fountain be?'"

The next day Old Testament types of the Church were taken, and
ill the morning the Temple type was impressed upon both speakers-who, however, each gave quite different thoughts-the Rev. J. O. GAGEDOUGHERTY, and Rev. HENRY MARTIN; Dr. 'VRIGHT also continuing it.
Such a full, grand type, and, as Mr. OmIlsToN remarked, the temple
was, in the words of Scripture, "exceeriing magnifical," therefore
inexhaustible in instruction.
The Rev. J. C. MARTIN, in the evening, spoke with great clearness
and power upon "The Church in the Wilderness /. (Acts vii. 38),
remarking that the Lord leads His people, not to the wilderness, but
th1'ough the wilderness to the promised land. He spoke very clearly
upon the ground of salvation not consisting in works-they are the
outcome- they do not make the child of God, but are the outcome of
heing a child of God
The Spirit maketh intercession for us;
therefore when we mourn for sin and long for grace and pardon, and
hunger for spiritual food, it is the ontcome of the Spirit pleading, not
our own impulses. Jesus is the Mediator; He comes between the sinner
and wrath, He interposes. The meaning of "interpose" is, "to place
between." He interposed Himself, and placed Himself between.
c,

He, to save our souls from danger,
Interposed His precious blood."

"If you are not satisfied without Christ," Mr. :'.'[ARTIN said, "it is
just the outcome of Christ not being satisfied without you." He
spoke very solemnly upon the war in South Africa, and the por-
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tentous aspect of present times, and the need of national humiliation
and prayer.
Mr. WRIGRT, of the Ashley Down Orphan Home, who followed, took
u·p again the type of the temple, dwelling upon the preparedness
(1 Kings vi. 7), "Stone made ready before it was brought thither."
All the preparations here, no tool llsed in glory.
The last morning the subject was, "Old Testament Types of our
Heavenly Home." Addresses were given by Rev. J. O. 'VEST and Mr.
ARKoT, who spoke principally upon the present heaven of life in
Christ here, Mr. WES'l' remarking that heaven wonld consist in being
with Christ, seeing His face, hearing His voice, being clasped to His
heart, reigning with Him for ever. All that He has He gives His
Bride, even to the glory. "The glory which Thou gavest .Me I have
given them." Mr. ARNoTT remarked that, like the avenues in a city
he had visited, which all led to a monument, so all avenues of grace
here lead to the Cross, and from the Cross upward.
In closing the Conference, the Rev. J. OmnsToN gave a choice,
brief address upon two passages-one in the Old Testament, the
other in the New. Psalm lxxxiv. 4, "Blessed are they that dwell
in Thy house." St. John xiv. 2, "In my Father's house are many
mansions." We are strangers and pilgrims here-we must be strangers
before we can be pilgrims-strangers to the world. "The friendship of
the world is enmity against God." If really belonging to Christ, we
shall not seek other service.
Mr. ORMISTON referred to a previous
speaker's remark, that the child of God was brought from glory, and
must eventually be taken to glory, and said it was true "in Christ."
He came from glory, bringing His mystical body with Him. When
Eve was formed, she was formed of a living bone out of Adam.
She was part of himself, therefore he said, "This is now bone of my
bone, and flesh of my flesh." And so is the believer a living member
of the body of Christ-part of Himself. Thns we are strangers to
the world, citizens of no mean city-a small uand, and feeble in
the eyes of the world, bnt belonging to the family of which the
Father's House is our everlasting Home. We do not inhabit tent or
tabernacle, but journey through to the Home-not merely to the house,
but the Home. The absent child thinks not of the house, but of
the father there; it is the father's presence that makes the home.
These are portentous times; the faithful are minishing in the
earth, and few to replace them
There is abundance of effort in
certain directions, but little reality--much wood, hay, and stubble,
in place of the gold and silver and precious stones. Let us pray for
the grace of reality, and cease from the un-reality of man.
And so with the parting hymn, "God be with you till we meet
again," and the Benediction, pronounced by Rev. J. ORMISTON, we
separated.
Those who were present at the Conferenee sermon, by
Rev. E. N. THWAITES, testify to its excellence, and the sweetness of
meeting round the Lord's Table, in precious memory of Him in whom
all the types are fulfilled.
Already spiritual fruit of this memorable Conference is ripening,
and it was a season of soul blessing and refreshing to many. Eternity
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will reveal the full story.
The Report of the addreHscs will, I
trust, be issued, and will be a veritable Biblieal Treasury to those
The Holy Spirit who gate the subjeet will use it,
who possess it.
since He works not without cause, therefore what He sends ,hall·
prospeT in the thing whereto He sends it (Isaiah Iv. 11).
NETTlE.
THE PORTRAIT.-THE REV. A. MEl'CALFE.
IN presenting to our readers the portrait of the Rev. ALFRED
METCALFE, the Evangelical Rector of St. Peter's, Dorchester, we discharge
a very pleasing duty, for we recognize it as one of the obligations of
the EDITOR of this Christ-exalting periodical to make known to one
another, so far as he can do so, the scattered members of God's one
Church, and to promote among them a prayerful interest in each
other's spiritual work and welfare.
In this service of love, we have the mind of Christ: "Look not every
Illan on his own things, but every man also on the things of others"
(Phil. ii. 4). There is undoubtedly existent among the widely separated children of God throughout the w0rld a somewhat depressing
idea that their heavenly Father's family comnrises a very limited
number of sons and daughters, while the seed of the Serpent, on the
contrary, are "a multitude no man can number." ""Ve would point
out, that it is the redeemed of the Lord who constitute the" multitude
no man can number." It was Abraham's spiritual "seed" of whom
Jehovah spake, when He graciously commanded the Patriarch, saying,
•. Look now toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thon be able to
number them: and He said unto him, So shall thy seed be" (Gen.
xv. 5). And" if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and
heirs according to the promise" (Gal iii. 29). '1'hose whom the
Father chose in Christ Jesus "before the foundation of the world"
(Eph. i. 4) are represented in the Word as" many sons" (Heb. ii. 10).
Of Christ, as the Substitute for these under the curse, it is distinctly
affirmed, "He bare the sin of many" (Isaiah liii. 12). He Himself,
a few hours before He offered His sin-atoning sacrifice on the cross,
and while holding the symbolical cup in His hand at the supper table,
said, "For this is My blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for
1nany for the remission of sins" (Matt. xxvi. 28). "By the obedience
of One shall [the] many be made righteous" (Rom. v. 19). And, not
to multiply Bible proofs of the vastness of the inheritance purchased
unto Himself by the Lord Jesus Christ, the inspired declaration of
the Apostle Paul to the Romans will suffice, "For as we have many
members in one body, and all members have not the sailie office: so
we beiflg many are one body in Christ, and everyone members one of
another" (Rom. xii. 4, 5). This inter-relationship between the
"many" members of the mystical body of Christ expresses a very
precious, but too-little apprehended, truth. We therefore dwell upon
it. And if the publication in our monthly pages of the devoted lives
and labours of a selection of the Lord's faithful servants, at home and
abroad, help God's believing people to realize the true nature and
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extent of the kingdom of grace, and kindle in their hearts an increase
of brotherly love, we shall not fail to receive the approving smile of the
Master.
Many of those witnesst's whose portraits our readers have
looked upon in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE they will never personally meet
"in the body." But when turning over our leaves, from time to time,
they light upon the features of one and another of Christ's honoured
witnesses-yet faithfully testifying in His name on earth-an ejaculatory prayer from their hearts asking the Spirit's blessing on the ministered Word of grace may well ascend, and who can tell what far-reaching
spiritual results may not follow? It is in recognition of this practical
aspect of our monthly biographical sketches that we introduce to our
Christian readers the Lord's servant, whose earnest, unobtrusive
work at Dorchester enjoys the approving smile of his Master, and has
proved a rich blessing to souls. ,Ve confidently solicit for Mr.
METCALFE the pra.yerful interest of God's people, for hit; Evangelical
and Protestant testimony marks him as "a workman that needeth not
to be ashamed," and his attitude towards the abounding errors of our
times is one of uncompromising opposition and noble firmnet;s.
Mr. METCALFE received hi" theological education at St. Aidan's
College, during the Principalship of Dr. SAUMAREZ SMITH (now AnCHBISHOP of SYDl\EY). In 1877 he was ordained by the godly BISHOP of
DURHAM, the late Dr. BARING, his first curacy being that of St.
Paul's, N ewcastle-on-Tyne. It is interesting to note in this connection
that Mr. METCALFE'S first Vicar was the Rev. CA ON SA "DERS, a friend
of the writer of these lines, and his successor in the parish of Wythop,
Cumberland, in 1866. After labouring at Newcastle for about three
years, Mr. METCALFE accepted the curacy of Barcombe, Sussex, under
the late CANON GARBETT, whose able, scholarly advoeacy of Protestant
prineiples, a quarter of a century ago, made him one of the best known
and most popular clergymen in the Church of England. It was, of
course, no small advantage for a young minister of Chri"t to come
under the personal influence and public teaching of so eminent
an Evangelical leader as CANON GARBETT. After some four years'
service at Barcombe, Mr. METcALFE accepted the curacy of Christ
Church, Clifton, under the late Rev. HORACE MEYER. He had, however,
been only about a year at Clifton when he was appointed to the
Vicarage of Gorsley with Clifford's Mesne, in Gloueestershire. This
preferment was conferred on him in 1885. During his charge of this
parish he maintained an outspoken Gospel ministry, and manfully confronted peculiar local difficulties in regard to certain Ritualistic innovations which he found in the parish church when he entered on the
incumbency. N or was his pen unused. A bout this time he published
the first edition of a treatise on Faith, entitled, The Great Question
Answe?'ed, or, God's Way of Salvation (London: .J. NISBET and Co.),
which obtained so encouraging a circulation, that a second edition has
since been published. In the preface to the volume Mr. METCALFE
thus modestly explains his object in writing the work :-" The writer
lays no claim to originality or literary merit. All he wishes and prays
for is, that this little book may be acknowledged by God, and made
instrumental in His hands, through the blessing of the Holy Spirit, in
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leading anxious and inquiring souls to Jesus; and as the means of
imparting to bis own people clearer and more decided views of saving
faitb" In pursuance of bis plan, the autbor deals consecutively with
Faith and its difficulties, object, promise, effects, illustration, and influence.
After six years of earnest pastoral work at Gorsley, Mr. METCALFE
was presented by the EARL of CHICHESTER to the Vicarage of
Hellingly, in Sussex.
Here he laboured from 1891 to 1898,
when he was appointed to the Rectory of St. Peter's, Dorchester,
and to the Chaplaincy of HIS MAJESTY'S prison in that tOWIl.
His life is a very busy one.
Daily he holds a suitable service
within tbe walls of the gaol, and has personal intercourse with etU
in-coming and out-going prisoners, separately, in their cells. He also
holds two services at the prison each Lord's Day, and one-with sermon
-every Thur:5day. At St. Peter's Church, where the worship is simply
conducted, large congregations attend, and in the work of the parish
he is supported by an extensive sfiaff of voluntary helpers. No fewer
than six Bible Classes are held weekly. Upwards of forty Sunday
School teachers, and an active band of District Visitors, strengthen
the hands of God's servant in his well-organized charge. Recently,
the BISHOP of the diocese (Dr. W ORDSWORTH) passed some severe
strict ures on the scriptural practice of Evening Communion-a practice
which, rightly enough, prevails at St. Peter's, Dorchester.
The
BISHOP'S great grievance in the matter was thus expressed
-the practice "is a serious breach with antiquity."
To
this deplorable statement Mr. METCALl'E replied in a manly,
Scriptnral, and closely reasoned sermon, which was published
at length in the county Press.
In his Parish llfagazine
(::)eptember, 1901) the worthy Rector further replied, observing on the
BISHOP'S objection to the custom-" It may be La serious breach] with
the antiquity of the' Fathers,' but not with the Apostles and Christians
of the First Century.' He, moreover, added-" I am very sorry to carry
on a practice of which my Diocesan so strongly disapproves; but
seeing that he does not forbid it, I cannot see my way to conform
tc his wishes." We believe that there are over two hundred
communicants at St. Peter's. The BIble Lessons in the ChIJrch services
are freq uelltly read by Mr. H. J. MouLE, a brother of the BISHOP of
DURHAM, whose father was for many years the highly esteemed
Evangelical Vicar of Fordington, Dorchester. :NIr. ME1'CALFE married
ELLA, eldest daughter of the late Rev. FRANCIS SCAMELL, Rector of
Newton Reigney, and formerly of the C.M.S. in Tinevelly. On several
occasions valuable tokens of esteem havc been presented in the parishe!;
where he has ministered, and a Dorchester newspaper, when recently
referring to his masterly and faithful discourse in defence of Evening
Communion, said of him, "Everyone knows the Rev. A. METCALFE
to be one of the most popular of men and clergymen in the town."
The Protestantism of the RECTOR of St. Peter's is of that robust
type which springs of deep spiritual conviction,
Among hi!;
various 'contributions to the press should be mentioned a sixteenpage tract, entitled, C1'Osses, Crucifixes, and .1J£usical Services.
A
copy lies before us while we write. It is indeed a powerful and
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timely exposure of the vanity of fleshly religion and worship, as the
folluwing extract-with which we conclude our sketch-sufficiently
shows. "'What," Mr. METCALFE pertinently asks, "are flowers, and
incense. hnd vestments, and architecture, and ritual, and music to
God 1 What He looks for in worship is repentance, trust, a filial
love, scnse of humiliation, gratitude for His goodness, submission to
His will, ;leal for His glory, and a reverential fear-these spiritual
affections expl'essed in fervent prayers, supplications, praises, and
thanksgivings form that worship in which God delights and is
glorified. ",Vhat we want in our services, if we wish to worship God
in spirit and in truth, is simplicity, the simplicity of the New
Testament, and if 0111' services are conducted on the principles of our
Reformed and Protestant Church, there will be simplicity in the
We want uo
conduct of Divine service, as well as in the music.
gorgeous dresses, no candle-lighting in broad daylight, or incense
burning, no altar prostrations, or such like theatrical performances.
All these things are intended to exalt the preisthood. and must have
a tendency to hide our Great High Priest behind His human
substitute.
Let me ask again, then, is our worship a spiritual
Do we worship God 'in spirit,' that is, according
worship?
to His true nature, according to the revelation which He has
given us of Himself 1 Do we worship God 'in truth,' that is, really
and sincerely, in a genuine spiritual manner 1 Do we truly know
what God is and what He requires of us 1 Do we really understand
what \l'e are by nature, and what we stand in need of 1 Have we
believed on the Lord Jesus Christ 1 Have we been born again from
above 1 Have we sought and found pardon and peace through the
infinitc merits of the precious blood of Jesus Christ 1 Have ,,-e
become partakers of His Spirit 1 Can we look up to God as a reconciled Father 1 Do we come up to God's house to obtain food for our
souls 1 Do we seek to practise during the week the lessons which ,ye
learn on the Sunday 1 Are these earthly Sabbaths a foretaste of that
eternal Sabbath which we hope to spend in heaven, of which they
are intended to be a type 1 If so, then we worship God in spirit and
in truth, and as 'the Father seeketh such to worship Him,' Be will
be with us' and bless us for Christ's sake, and at last take us to be
where no more formal observancp. of external worship will be necessary, where there will be no more stated places and appointed times
for the service of the Lord, but every day shall be a Sabbath, and all
eternity shall be one period of worship. But, if you cannot say that
this spiritual worship of which we have been speaking is yours j if you
find no real pleasure in coming up week after week to these earthly
sanctuaries j if you are glad when the time arrives for you to
go home; if you come only to please the eye and to gratify
the ear or to criticise the sermon j if you come merely from habit
or from custom, or for respectability's sake; if you have no
petitions to ask, no mercies to be thankful for, no strength to be
renewed, no faith to be increased, no love to be deepened, oh, rest not
until you feel your need of a Saviour, and realize your want of the
Holy Spirit's assistance and blessing, for without Christ and. His
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Spirit, we are none of His. We may be professing Christians, baptized and confirmed, and even partakers of the Lord's Supper; we
may be punctiliously reverent, and most tenacious as to ritual and
ceremony; we may enjoy a 'beautiful' service and appreciate a
stirring sermon; but if we are not trusting in Christ's merits alone
for salvation, if we are not living a life of faith in Him, following in
His footsteps, led and taught and guided by His Spirit, our religion is
a mere profession, and our worship is but a form and a ceremony."
THE EDITOR.

THE

GLORIOUS

GOSPEL.

" The glorious Gospel of the blessed God."-1

'l'moTHY

i.

n.

in His divine personalities-Father, Son, and Holy Ghost
-is the great, never to be circumscribed founbin, spring, and source
of all blessedness and blessednesses, in, and of, and to Himself
(Rom. i. 25). He cannot be more blessed, neither can He be less, "who
only hath immortality" (1 Tim. vi. 16), and derives His unmeasured
and inconceivable bliss, blessedness, and happiness from none
(Psalm i. 12). Had there never been a creature formed, He would
never have needed any: had Gabriel's harp never have' been tuned,
He would never have needed it (Acts xvii. 25). But, 0 my soul,
for ever, ever praise His name, that such a thought should have
originated in His breast to create, and that from among the creatures
"though as yet there was none of them," (Psalm cxxxix. 16; Rorn.iv. 17).
" For the children being not yet born, neither having done either good
or evil, that the purpose of God according to election might stand,
not of works, but of Him that calleth" (Rom. ix. 11), should be
pleased to select for Himself (Psalm cxxxv. 4) an infinite number
from the pure mass to grace and glory-" Hath not the potter power
over the clay, of the same lump to make one vessel unto honour
and another unto dishonoud" (Rom. ix. 21,) and to give His chosen
ones an everlasting well-being in the Person of God-man, the Son
of God, subsisting as such secretly in the womb of divine counsels,
and that from everlasting past, having chosen them in Him, and
blessed them in Him with all spiritual blessings (Eph. i. 3, 4). All
that is communicable in God of blessedness His one dear Church
possessed in her glorious Head and Husband before the world
began (2 Tim. i. 9). For it pleased the Father that in Him should
all fulness dwell; in whom d welleth all the fulness of the Godhead
bodily, and of His fulness have all we received (all we who are born
again, and have vital union with a precious Christ by the divine
anointing which teacheth all things essential to salvation), and
grace for grace; therefore blessed is the nation whose God is the
Lord, and the people whom Be hath chosen for His (Jwn inheritance
(Psalm xxxiii. 12). Happy is that people that is in such a case;
yea, happy is that people whose God is the Lord (Psalm cxliv. 15).
Let us now proceed to notice briefly some few of the features of what
this inspired Apostle calls the glorious Gospel of the blessed God, of
which God, Himself is the author, Christ the subject-matter, the Holy
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Ghost the gracious Revealer, the election of grace, the members of the
mystic body, the persons to whom and in whom a revelation of this
glorious Gospel is made (Matt. xiii. 11), from others hid (2 Cor. iv. 3).
The Holy Ghost calls it good news from a far country (Pro\'.
xxv. 25\; a good report (1'rov. xv. 30); a joyful sound (Psalm
lxxxix. 15); good tidings (Isaiah xl. 9); good tidings of great joy
(Luke ii. 10). And sure I am it is all this, and much more, to a
poor sensible, law-wrecked sinner, who apprehends himself exposed as
to wrath divine, when ;;he Lord enables him to hear, with a circumcised ear, the proclamation of pardon, mercy, and peace, in and
through Jesus Christ our Lord; to him it is, and to his guilty
soul, the most important and interesting news J ehovah ever proclaimed, or he ever heard-everlasting love, everlasting mercy, ever·
lasting peace, grace overflowing all the banks of sin and sinfulness,
everlasting union, everlasting relationship, everlasting oneness, an
everlasting Covenant and everlasting Covenanters (2 Sam. xxiii. 2-5) ;
everlasting salvation (Isaiah xlv. 17), an everlasting atonement (Heb. xiii. 20), everlasting righteousness (Dan. ix. 24), and
everlasting acceptance (Eph i. 6). I do not, therefore, wonder that
this Gospel is called the everlasting Gospel (H.ev. xiv. 6), since it
proclaims such everlasting great and glorious good things (Rom. x.
15). Our God fills His hungry ones with such good things, but the
rich (self justicaries) He sellds empty away (Luke i. 53). See His
poor starving prodigals when He brings them to His Gospel-table,
being weary of the husks on which swine feed (creature-doings and
false doctrines), sitting down to the fatted calf, the slaughtered lamb,
the feast of fat things, full of marrow, wines on the lees well refined.
The Master sits, serves, and smiles, addresses his guests with, "Eat, 0
friends; drink, yea drink abundantly, 0 My beloved:" "ye shall eat in
plenty and be satisfied, and praise the name of the Lord your God
that hath dealt wondrously with you: and My people shall never be
ashamed (Joel ii. 26);" "give strong drink unto him that is ready to
perish, and wine unto those that be of heavy hearts; let him drink
and forget his poverty, and remember his misery no more" (Prov.
xxxi. 6,7).
Infinitely preferable is the glorious Gospel of the blessed God to
that made-up human scheme of this Christ-despising generation,
consisting of yea and nay, works and grace, creature and Creator; no
one elm tell what is piped or harped-such hideous and discordant
sounds; but the sheep did not hear them (John x. 8), that is, they
would not, being better taught.
Again, a considerable branch of this glorious Gospel is the doctrine
(and He makes His doctrine drop as the rain, and distil as the dew,
Deut. xxxii. 2) of God's eternal, free, absolute, <tnd irreversible
election of some persons in Christ to everlasting life (Acts xiii. 48).
His dear people were singled out ill His eternal purpose and choice,
to be indued with faith in spiritual regeneration, and thereby fitted
for their destined salvation by their interest in the gratuitons, Ullalienable love of the glorious Trinity; thus constituted believers, their
whole salvation, from the first plan of it in the Divine mind, to the
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consummation of it in eternal glory, is at once a matter of mere
grace and absolute _certainty (Rom. xi. 6, 7). Our God is neither an
unwise, a feeble, nor a capricious architect. He does not form a
wretched scheme, liable to be frustrated, and which will hardly hang
together at the best j but His wisdom is consummate, and all is well
ordered, all sure, all is everlasting, and nothing is consigned to afterthought or peradventure, therefore it is of faith, that it might be by
grace, to the end that the promise (containing the life that now is and
that which is to come) might be sure to all the seed (Rom. iv. 16),
while but for absolute predestination it would be sure to nobody.
It is called a glorious Gospel moreover, not only for its discovering
a glorions purpose, a glorious salvation (every way suited to a poor
sinner), a glorious atonemont, a glorious righteousness, and a glorious
security of all the heirs of salvation, notwithstanding all the storms,
. troubles, trials, and afflictions to which they are all more or less
subject in the wilderness, the rage of men, and the malice of demolls,
and at last a glorious entrance into His everlasting kingdom; but
it is a revelation of the Person of our most glorious Ohrist (Rev. i.
1). I pray you mark His Person; His work is said to be honourable
and glorious (Psalm cxi. 3), and so indeed it is; but what must
be His Person whom all the heavens adore-before whom cherubim.
veil their faces-before whom the heavens and earth shall flee
away 1 John said, "When I saw Him, I fell at His feet as dead"
(Rev. i. 17). Isaiah," Woe is me" (Isaiah vi. 5). Job," Behold, I
am vile" (Job xli. 4). David," Who am I, 0 Lord God 1" (1 Ohron.
xvii. 16). Daniel, "For my comeliness was turned in me to
corruption" (Daniel x. 8). Moses trembled, and durst not beholtl
(Acts vii. 32). Peter," I am a sinful man, 0 Lord" (Luke v. 8).
Paul, "I am less than the least of all saints" (Eph. iii. 8). l'hese
confessions of absolute nothingness and sinfulness were the effect of
the most exalted and soul-humbling views these inspired men of
God were favoured with of the Person of God the Son, the Oovenant
Head of His body the Church, who is her wisdom, righteousness,
sanctification, and redemption.
Once more, it is called the Gospel of the grace of God (Acts xx. 24).
And every blessing contained therein is said to be to the praise of the
glory of His grace (Eph. i. 6) j election, adoption, union, relationship,
salvation, justification, sanctification, regeneration, effectual calling,'
di vine renewings, pardon, peace, preservation, final glorification are
all blessings of Covenant love, sure mercies of David. The grace of
the Huly Three is the vast ocean from whence flow all these streams
which make glad the city of God (Psalm xlvi. 4). l'his, therefore,
is a brief outline of that Gospel which was preached by Paul and
his Master, yea, by all the sent servants of our God j and our
Apostle declared that though we, or an angel from heaven, preached
any other Gospel (not that he supposed this could be the case
but to carry the greater weight) than that they had received, le
him be accursed (Gal. i. 8). Here, then, we have a precious Christ
set forth as having died for our sins, and rose again for our justification.
our Surety, Sponsor, Kinsman, Redeemer. In Him and His finished
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salvation all the divine perfections harmonise, centre, and blaze forth
in one full constellation (Psalm lxxxv. 10). Here, as in a focus, all the
rays of revelation meet and shine (Rev. xix. 10). The Gospel is the
Covenant of grace unfolded, the vast transactions of eternity developed,
the wisdom of God in a mystery laid open, the banqueting-house;
and many a poor perishing sinner has fed and has been feasted here,
which are now before the throne, and serve him day and night in
His temple; here is wheat, wine, and oil, for the young of the flock
and of the herd, yea, royal dainties, savoury meat, such as the soul
loveth. What say you, poor si::mer 1 Hast thou an appetite 1 Dost
thou know what it is to hunger and thirst after righteousness 1 Is
the language of thine heart, "GiYe me Christ or else I die" 1 Is
the enmity of thine heart slain 1 Hath the Lord brought thee at
His footstool with the cry of the Publican, breathed from thy very
soul, in thine own view ruined, lost, and dead 1 Jesus receiveth
sinners, and eateth with them. "Ho, everyone that thirsteth ! "
thy case is not hopeless. He saveth to the uttermost, and His
crown depends upon His bringing home the purchase of His blood,
however desperate their case. One said the Gospel was a plaister,
but Christ's hand only could make it stick.
This I know by
'€xperience, that precious as are the promises, glorious as are the
doctrines of grace, and refreshing as are the ordinances of the Gospel,
His Majesty must put the preciousness in the one and the glory in
the other; or, in other words, put precious faith into act and
€xercise, and bring His Gospel home with power. The letter killeth,
the Spirit giveth life-the Lord the Spirit will make the word of
His grace effectual in the hearts of all the jewels of Immanuel's
crown, and thereby seal the heirs of salvation unto the day of
l'edemption (Eph. iv. 30).
'I'ake heed then what you hear. "If there come any unto 'you, and
bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid
him God speed" (2 John 10). ,. Now to Him that is of po'l\er to stablish
you according to my Gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret since the
'World began; but now is made manifest" (Rom. xvi. 25), and life and
immortality are brought to light through the Gospel; the Lord of all
lords lead His children more and more into its glory and fulness, keep
. them ever from being ashamed of His Gospel, and enable them to
walk worthy of their vocation, and let their conversation be as it
becometh the Gospel of Christ, contending earnestly for the faith
once delivered unto the saints. Amen.

THE condemnation of man, which in absolute justice is due to us and
to us only, fell on the Second Person in J ehovah-took full ,possession
()f His humanity-came into contact with essential life, and perished
for ever! Jesns, in His obedience unto death, is the foundation of the
Church of God-a living foundation; "disallowed indeed of men, but
chosen of God and precious."-Howels.
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MULTUM IN PARVO.
WE regret to note that the BISHOP of LONDON (Dr. WINNINGTONINGRAM) has decided to follow the policy of the late BISHOP CREIGHTON,
oy arranging for another" Round Table Conference on Ritual." The
meeting is to take place at Fulharn, either towards the end of the
present year, or early in 1902. The object of these hybrid gatherings
is, if possible, to obliterate the lines 'of separation between Evangelical Churchmen and the Romanizing party. It is an Antichristian
proposal, and therefore cannot receive the blessing of God. The
Divine command)s, "Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers"; and those who teach salvation by sacraments are, not
believers in the finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ. With such,
the loyal followers of our blessed Master have nothing in common,
and to seek to make amicable terms with them is to sell the truth of
God, and to do despite to His grace.-The Church Congress held at
Brighton early last month, presided over by BISHOP WILBERFORCE, of
Chichester, was the usual scene of disorder-though in a lessened degree
-on the part of the Ritualists whenever any 0f the speakers enunciated
decided Protestant sentiments. It is much to be deplored that any
Evangelical Churchmen attend these Rome-helping assemblages. If
they all stayed away, the utter one-sidedness of the movement would
become apparent to the public, whereas their presence gives colour tt>
the pretence that the Congress represents and truly voices the mind
Qf the Church of England.-The Evangelical BISHOP of WORCESTER
(Dr. PEROWNE) has finally decided upon resigning his Sep., on account of
his continued ill-health. The resignation is, we understand, to take effect
this month. The loss of this godly prelate will be sincerely regretted by
the Evangelical clergy of the diocese, once presided over by HUGH
LATmER.-The very Rev. Dr. BARLOw was last month installed a&
DEAN of PETERBOROUGH, in the Cathedral. It has been pointed Ollt
that during the last century no fewer than three Deans of Peterborough
were promoted to the Episcopal Bench: MONK, who went to Gloucester; 'fUR'l'ON, to Ely; and PEROWNE, to \Vorcester. The deanery was formerlyworth about £1,400 a-year, but agricultural depression has reduced
the stipend to £680.-A full report of the recent trial in Limerick
(Corporation v. D. LONG), together with Press comments, has been
published by the Society of Irish Church Missions, and can be obtained
from the Secretaries, 11, Buckingham Street, London, \V.C. Price l!d.,
post free.
All those who are interested in the subject-which
means all the true friends of Evangelical work in Ireland
-would do well to provide themselves with the pamphlet.With sincere regret we record the death, at his residence,
The
Cintra Lodge, Reading, of Mr. MARTIN HOPE SUTTON.
deceased highly esteemed Evangelical Churchman was widely known
for his personal piety and liberal support of Christian work, and
for his warm attachment to Reformation principles. His counsel
was often sought on behalf of home and foreign missions, and in
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Mr. SUTTON the Church Missionary Society, the British and Foreign
Bible Society, the London City Mission, the Church Pastoral Aid
Society, the Church Association, the Religious Tract Society, the
Young Men's Christian Association, and kindred institutions, have
The Young Men's Christian Association in
lost a cordial friend.
Reading, established in 1846, will always be remembered in connection
with him, as its generous founder and most active president.
In
his early years Mr. SUTTON devoted himself to Sunday School work,
and it was a source of gratification that some of the boys, whom
he had regularly taught., became afterwards employes in his vast
business establishment, and were subsequently advanced to high
positions of trust and responsibility. Mr. SUTTON married, in 1848,
SOPHIA WOODHOUSE, second daughter of the late WILLIAM WARWICK,
of Wbitley Rise, Berks, by whom he had five sons and four daughters.
Three of the sons-Mr. MARTIN J. SU'I'TON, Mr. ARTHUR W. SUTTON,
and Mr. LEONARD G. SUTToN-together with Mr. MARTIN H. F. SUT'I'ON,
the elder son of Mr. ALFRED, SUTTON, now constitute the firm of
SUT'I'ON and SONS, which with its world-wide connections, is (as the
Times, in a highly appreciative obituary notice, remarks) as fine a,
testimony to the business acumen of the late Mr. SUTTON as the
abiding results of his work in other directions prove to the success of
. his philanthropic efforts.
The deceased gentleman was born at
Reading on March 14th, 1815, and was therefore in his eighty.seventh
year at his death.-Twelve months ago the members of the BlackburIll
Evangelical Protestant Institute decided to make an effort to reach
those persons who are not connected with any place of worship.
With this purpose in view, two Evangelistic services have been held
on each Sunday, at 2030 and 7 p.m. On a recent Sunday the first
anniversary wag held, when two addresses were given by Mr. JOHN:
HAWORTH, of Ribchester.
There was a good attendance, and
the collections amounted to £3 7s. Od. A syllabus of meetings f01'
the winter session has been issued, The first meeting was held last
month, when an address was given on "Prayer," by Mr. R. McNEALLoMr. W. STANLEY MARTIN has just concluded a series of seven lantern
lectures on Protestant subjects at Falmouth. The Town Hall has,
been crowded on every occasion. Some of the children's meetings.
were particularly interesting, the utmost attention being shown by
the audiences. Upon leaving one meeting, over five hundred copies.
of Famous Bonfi1·es. and other Protestant books were given to the
children. The series concluded with a unique gathering. By the
kind invitation of the Commander and Chaplain, and through the
interest of the Rev. C. A. WAJ,KER, the Chaplain to the Mission toSeamen at Falmouth, a lantern meeting was held on the quarterdeck·
of HoM.S. Revenge (flagship), when the ship's company, numbering
about five hundred men, listened to the St01'Y 0/ the Tinket oj
Bed/m'd with evident interest and appreciation. At the conclusion
the Rev. C. A. WALKER showed some excellent slides illustrative of
the work of the Mission to Seamen.-A large audience assembled in
the Baptist Church, Kingston.on-Thames, on Wednesday evening,
October 2nd, to hear a lecture by Mr. D. S. HYSLOP, of the Protestant
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Alliance, entitled, "Ritualism a Parody of the Gospel." Mr. J. BUSH,
of Surbiton, presided, supported by the Pastor of the Church, the
Rev. GEORGE WRIGHT. At the conclusion of the address, Mr. WRIGHT
moved that a branch of the Protestant Alliance be formed for Kingston.
This was seconded by Mr. J. AUSTIN, and supported by Mr. S. HILL, who
said that as a member of the Church of England, he would be glad to,
join with Nonconformists in defence of Protestantism. The resolutioI\
was unanimously carried, and Miss CHAMBERS appoInted frOll. Secretary. Since the meeting a considerable number of persons have
become members of the new Branch of the Protestant Alliance.At an extraordinary sitting of the Jersey States, on October 3rd, a
Bill was introduced, in view of the incursion of Jesuit and other
French Roman Catholic Orders, in the following terms :-" That
inasmuch as a large number of foreigners belonging to religious
orders are about to establish themselves in the island, and having
regard to the geographical position of the island and its small area,
whereby an increase in the number of foreign subjects living as
communities would constitute a political danger by the development
of influences alien to the island, persons of foreign nationality forming part of any religious order are prohibited, if more than six in
number, from settling in Jersey, whether such settlement be made
in one or more houses, under penalty of being expelled from the
islands." Further clauses of the Bill enact that the foregoing shall
not apply to persons forming part of any religious community
established there before September 1st, 1901. These persons, however,
shall, during the first fortnight of each year, send to the constable
(mayor) of the parish in which they live a signed declaration stating
their nationality, the religious order to which they belong, and
their address, and this under penalty of £ 1 sterling for the first
offence, and on a second offence of expulsion from the island. The
House was almost unanimous in favour of the Bill, the Mayor of
St. Helier being its only opponent.

DEEP THINGS.
THERE is not a moment in which every believer does not appear before
God as pure and spotless as the blood of Christ can make him, yea,
as pure as the immaculate Lamb Himself; nor is there a moment in
which the holy law can find the smallest fault with him, seeing that
the righteousness in which he stands was as much wrought out by
hiill in Christ, his second and spiritual Head and Representative, as
,the commandment was broken by him in Adam his first and natural
head and representative.-Si1· R. Hill.

As Christ is God, so He is. true man; He was born as man, and
bred as man, and fed as man, and slept as man, and wept as man,
and sorrowed as man, and suffered as man, and died as man; and there.fore He is man.-Isaac Ambrose.
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SCRIPTURE POLITICS.
By

THE LATE REV. CHARLES GIRDLES'l'ONE,

M.A.

(Author of the Commentary on the Old and New Testaments.)

THE excesses, which have been committed in the name of liberty,
incline many. to advocate the notion.. that passive obedience, as they
term it, is at once the path of duty, of safety, and of peace.
In approaching questions, which admit of solutions very different,
according to the light in which they are regarded, it becomes
important to consider, whether there be any principles revealed from
on high, 'and binding on us as Christians, for the regulation of our
opinions, and for the direction of our conduct in political matters of
this kind. According to the best judges, amongst those of old, who
sought to know truth by the light of nature, the welfare of each
individual is so blended together with that of the state, and both are
so entirely dependent on the same distinctions between right and
wrong, noble and vile, that ethics and politics must ever form cognate
branches of one and the same science. Has this ceased to be the
case under the influence of revelation 1 Do the Law and the Gospel
address men only in their individual capacity, and not rather as a
whole united family 1 Is our religion only between man and his
Maker, or is it not also between each one of us and his neighbour 1
Is its social influence limited to the neighbourly offices of private life 1
or does it not reach from the cottage to the throne 1 does it not lay
claim to the control of all our opinions, all our actions; distinguishing
in everything good from evil j and supplying rules, maxims, principles,
adequate for the guidance of every human being, whether subject or
prince, whether member of the Church or minister, in all departments
of duty, personal and social, ecclesiastical, civil, and international 1
Taking this point for granted, assuming that the lively oracles of
God, applied by His Spirit to the believing conscience, are able to
guide us into all truth bearing upon conduct, we proceed to
examine what views the holy Scriptures would lead us to form,
as to the office and authority of supreme rulers in Christian states.
If we use the expression Christendom, when we speak of Christian states and Christian kings, we are employing terms of
ambiguous import, apt to mislead, and seeming to imply, that the
political constitutions of the nations called Christian have been
framed, and are administered, in devout conformity to the will of
the Most High, as revealed by His Son, our Lord. And particularly,
in respect to the kingly office, this false impression is· strengthened
by the common use of such a term as "the Lord's anointed," taken
from the Old Testament, combined with such titles as "his Most
Christian Majesty," and the like; which seem to invest those to whom
they are assigned with all the sacredness of the Jewish kings under
the Law, corroborated by all the sanctions of the Gospel. Let us
. examine, then, how the case really stands. Let us look at the history
of the kingdoms in question, with a view to discern how far they
have been founded, for,med, and regulated, by the' precedents and
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precepts of God's Word. We shall find it plain, on a slight inspection. that there is in these matters a wide difference between that
which ought to be and that which is. And since we hold that the
course of this world's events is overrul~d by Almighty God, we shaH
not be surprised to find that where His will has· been so grossly violated, there has prevailed, and continually recurred, "di&tress of
nations with perplexity" (Luke xxi. 25).
As far as the Old Testament bears upon the question before us, we
find therein abundant evidence, that the kingly office was in general
nse from the earliest times, and apparently derived, as the numbers
of mankind increased, from paternal and patriarchal authority. And
we may reasonably suppose, that from the first it purported to be
administered on principles of parental regard for the welfare of the
people. But it was not long ere those primeval thrones became
In the Pharaoh,
chargeable with gross abuse of arbitrary power.
"which knew not Joseph" (Exodus i. 8), we have a signal instance of
unmitigated despotism. And in later ages, although the will of king
Darins might be somewhat limited by the law of the Medes and
Persians, in respect of its waywardness, yet the words of sovereignty,
" I make a decree," proved, in his mouth, no less potent for arbitrary
wrong, than the like language of the autocrat of Babylon before him:
"To you it is commanded, 0 people, nations, and languages" (Daniel
vi. 7, 26; iii. 4). The great exception of antiquity, to that irresponsible lordship, which princes exercised over their subjects. is to be met
with in the Law revealed by Moses, and in the history of the Jews, as
far as they fulfilled the statutes bearing on this point. In the constitution of the Jewish polity, J ehovah proclaims Himself in the first instance
the King of His people Israel, pledging Himself to rule them for their
good according to a code revealed to them from heaven; so that they
should need no other sovereign on earth. Next He provides for the
contingency of their preferring to have kings like unto those which the
nations round about them had; ordaining, that any such earthly
sovereigns must reign in conformity to His written laws, of which He
charges each king to make for himself a copy, and to read therein
diligently, to the end that they might live and rule accordingly, and,
particularly, that their hearts might not be lifted up against their
brethren. (See Deut. xvii. 14-20). And both during the theocracy or
sole reign of Jehovah, and under the earthly kings, many matters
were by law referred to the congregation of the people, or to the
heads of families, and of tribes; who seem to have acted as representatives of the multitude, and to have constituted the nobles of the
land. And the priests and Levites, forming an aristocracy of learning,
and supplying a ministry of education and religion, completed an
harmonious frame of society, a polity civil and ecclesiastical; in
which no one human being held the rights of any other subject to
his own mere will, but in which the true liberty of all, most ample.
security of person and of property, with least restraint or sacrifice
of either, was attained, by the deference of all parties concerned la
the supreme majesty of law.
What a striking contrast is presented by the frame of constitution
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here portrayed, compared- either with the absolute monarchies, or
with the little less lawless republics, of antiquity! What a strong
curb is here put upon that passion for ruling, which stimulated the
march of the great conquerors of old and which alloyed the motives
of the great patriots; reducing to the same ignoble level despots and
demagogues; the level of men grasping for power, with iutent to use
it selfishly for their own gratification, not generously for the good of
their fellow creatures! Had there been no enlargement of the Law in
the Gospel, yet even Moses would rise up in the judgment to
condemn Christian sovereigns and patriots. Even if Jesus Christ
hau not denounced the spirit animating all Gentile politics,
emphatically charging His disciples, " It shall not be so among you,"
yet might we have known that it would be best, if possible, to have
our ever present God and Saviour acknowledged for our sole sufficient
Sovereign, an arbiter of justice, a fountain of mercy, a dispenser of
honour, a guardian of peace, through magistrates bound to execute
impartially laws framed on heaven taught principles; or that, if we
must needs call our rulers kings, still would these be bound to rule
as subject unto Christ, in obedience to His Word, not exalting themselves above their brethren, and, instead of apt to stretch their own
prerogatives, auxious to maintain the privileges, aud to improve the
condition, of the people.
Such are the lessons which the Mosaic law and polity supply for our
instruction, on the subject of political institutions. It is too true,
that the history of God's chosen people proves them to have falleu
short, far short, of these divine principles, in their national practice.
Whilst Jehovah was exclusively their King, and their earthly rulers
under Him were called Judges, they were continually guilty of rebelling against Him. And when they perversely rejected Him from
reigning over them (see 1 Sam. viii. 7), soon did their new earthly
sovereigns adopt the habits, as well as the titles, of the princes of
the Gentiles around them; their state and luxury, their arbitra,'y
principles, and their despotic doings. Saul was at once disobedient to
J ehovah, and imperious to Israel. The court of his immediate
succeSEor was characterized, by the aged Barzillai, as a scene of
sumptuous entertainment, which would be wasted on one who was
too old to discern the flavours of meats and drinks, or to hear the
voices of singing men and singing women. Discord and rebellion in
the royal family, civil war, and a rending asunder of the tribes into
two kingdoms, and these far from always friendly to each other, soon
followed in rapid succession. And the Book of the Law, thus grossly
violated, was next put out of sight and suppressed; so that it was not
without some pains in seeking, that the good reforming king Josiah
found it, and restored it to its place in the house of the Lord.
Idolatry meanwhile· flourished, conjointly with contempt ot God's
Word, and with oppression of God's people. Until at length, the
measure of the iniquity of both the kings and their people being
full, they were given up into the hands of their enemies, those
princes of the Gentiles, to whose ways they had sinfully conformed
their own.

,
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, Now it will be found, that just as the principles of the Jewish
polity are confirmed, illustrated, and enlarged, by the records
-o.f the .New Testament, so also _this sad history of the Jewish
kingdoms finds its parallel in the annals of Christian states.
As to the principles of a really Christian frame of polity,
the spirit of the whole Gospel is most opposite to that selfish
love of aggrandizement, which animated all political life and action
ill the pagan world. Upon the promulgation of the new and better
Covenant, the fourth great empire ought straightway to have yielded
place to a fifth, not merely of a larger compass, but at the same time
of a nobler kind, built upon a wider, deeper foundation, compacted,
1I0t by the tenacious grasp of power, but by the self-denying
energy of I0"e, neither enlarge::l by force, nor enriched by fraud,
but thriving and flourishing in the pursuit and maintenance
of truth and peace, of liberty and loyalty; ita charter faith,
hope, and charity; its subjects a royal priesthood; and its
supreme prince and potentate no other than the Son of God,
the Saviour of mankind.
True it is that Christ's disciples are frequently charged, in His
Word, to be submissive to existing political authorities; the magistracy in general being upheld as a divine ordinance, with especial
mention of the supremacy of kings. And if we call to mind what
manner of men were wearing the Roman purple, when these precepts
were declared to be the will of God, we shall not hesitate to admit,
that no personal unfitness for the throne, no outrage committed in
gaining the sceptre, nor any excess of wrong in wielding it, could
warrant Christians in assuming the attitude of rebels against their
.heathen persecuting emperors. But when the pagan rulers of the
world, after the example of their people, became converts to the
truth, when the masters of the fourth great monarchy professed to
succumb to the ascendancy of the fifth, acknowledging that there
was in very deed "another king, oue Jesus" (Acts xvii. 7), although
:subjects were in no wise released rrom their allegiance. we might
-expect to see the relation between subject and sovereign greatly
modified, and by degrees entirely remodelled, on the all pervading
principles of the religion thus adopted. The maxims of state policy,
foreign and internal, the objects of state solicitude, and the manners
-of state personages, will henceforth surely bear an ever increasing
reference to the will of Him who thus spake, "Whosoever will be
great among you, let him be your minister." Power will now find
its appropriate exercise in the benignant labour of promoting and
securing freedom, in curbing the oppressor, and redressing the
wrongs of the oppressed, in disbanding the costly armaments of
:revenge or of aggression, in suppressing lavish expenditure on pomps
and pageants, in fitting men to enjoy liberty, by informing their
minds, by awak~ning their consciences, and by training them to
improve and govern themselves, in mitigating the horrors of snch
punishment as must still be inflicted on evil doers, and in awarding
praise, the recompense most meet for virtue, to them that do .well.
Princes will now surround themselves, not with the mean and crafty,
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but· with the wise and good. They will feel it now their chief:
glory to be dutiful subjects of that kingdom, which, though "not of
this world" (John xviii. 36), has superseded theirs in this world ..
And whether they now bear the kingly title, or some other, to
betoken their office as chief magistrates in the realms of Christ Jesus,
they will be ever foremost to maintain, that He really reigns on earth,
and to make it felt that He reigns through them, by living and ruling
according to His Word. A theocracy, no less real than that which was
proclaimed by Moses, but far more comprehensive and complete, will
thus become the civil polity of Christendom; its lawgiver Christ Jesus;.
its statutes framed in conformity to His revealed will, its rulers His·
vicegerents, pre-eminent as servants of aU, its subjects holding such
in estecm and honour for His sake, yielding them all due homage as·
under Him supreme, but joining them in owning and honouring Him,
as King of kings, on earth, no less truly than in heaven.
But when was this the state of things in Christendom ~ When
were these reasonable anticipations realized ~ Did this kind of
state polity cmmence in the reign of Constantine ~ Has it continued, and made progress towards perfection ever since ~ Has it
ever been sincerely aimed at, 01' sought after, during the Christian era.
Has it not been the lust of power, the ambition
of ruling, the selfish, covetous desire to appropriate the good
things· of earth by the abuse of authority, and to suppress the'
legitimate action of each man's will by the force of arms, or by
the terrors of improverishment, imprisoment, and death; have
not these been the characteristic features alike of king craft and of
patriot craft, these forbidden principles of the Gentile lordship, these
base and debasing passions, whether vented in acts of violence or irt
words of fraud, in wars or in treaties, in royal edicts, or in revolutionary decrees; have not these been usually prime movers in the politics,
home as well as foreign, of the nations denominated Christian ~ It has
never been so much as attempted to compass the peace of Europe,
save by balancing that aggressive craving for ascendancy, which J esns
in the text denounces, save by an even matching of the various great
powers, in that strife as to which shall be the greatest, wherein all are
supposed eager to engage, if there be any the least prospect of success.
And as to the working of that boasted constitution, under which we in
these realms enjoy a degree of liberty almost without a parallel, what
is it but a masterpiece of wordly wisdom, moved and regulated by
worldly principles, an antagonism of selfishness, class arrayed against
class, interest against interest, with such an accurate adjustment, that
the lust of power and precedency, animating anyone of them, shall be
duly checked by the like unchristian temper let loose against it in the
others 1
It may be true, and we thank God for it, that the word of His
Gospel has free course amongst us, and is glorified in the faith and
love of not a few, whose prayers are heard in heaven for the rest, whose
light shines before men on earth, and whose sound judgment and
sober piety act as leaven, to inform, to quicken, and in some meas~re
to evangelize, the views and conduct of all the rest. To such in-
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fiuences we joyfully ascribe many national acts of homage done to God,
and of mercy shown for Christ's sake to man. But although it be
commonly said that Christianity is part and parcel of the law of the
land, we know not how to think that Christ is reverenced as King, or
His'Vord viewed M binding on the conscience of the nation, where
principle is sacrificed by statesmen to expediency, and the morals of the
people to the wants of the exchequer; where party interest prevails
to outweigh reason, and to confer on reprobates the promotion due
to worth; where the scruples of the Sovereign, and the sanctions of
the Coronation Oath, are liable to be overborne by the misguided,
perseverance of talent, rank, and fashion in a cause abhorrent to the
will of the majority: and where, under the plea of civil and religious
liherty, that possession of political power which has been conceded
ovel' Protestants through Papists to the Pope, it thought meet to be
conceded over Christians unto Jews, on principles which would extend
the like concessions to Turks and Pagans.
In reviewing the history of Christendom, we find indeed not only a
melancholy parallel to the political sins of the Israelites of old, as.
previously remarked, but also such a close resemblance to the State
policy of the princes of the Gentiles, that it seems much' as though
from time to time a Pharaoh or a Nebuchadnezzar, a Darius or a
Nero, were re-appearing on the scene, under the title of his Most
Christian Majesty, Most Faithful, or Most Catholic, or under the still
more incongruous appellation of His Holiness. Amongst the numerous
ecclesiastics who figure in the calendars of courts, we rarely meet with
any striving for pre-eminence, on the principle of the text, in the
dignity of hard work, self denial, and self abasement. In the palaces
of these modern Cresars and their deputies, no Paul is found rea!loning
with Felix on "righteousness, temperance and judgment to come"
(Acts xxiv. 25); but it seems rather as if we could hear the Apostle
ask the governor, to settle in his favour that question of precedency.
which Christ refused to entertain, or to propagate the GOEpel by fire
and sword, or to enforce by bonds and scourging, on all dissentients,
a rigid uniformity in every point of faith and practice. In such a
review there pass before us the kings of the earth, not casting down
their crowns before the throne of the Lamb, but rather, in oblivion
of His sovereignty, striving with each other for the fragments of the
broken Gentile empire; and often stirred up, often rivalled, in that
strife, by the Lamb's own mitred ministers.
And in case any should think, that it is only the ambition of
ecclesiastics which is denounced, as if the policy of the Gentile
princes were set forth by our Lord as a warning, not to all
Christian rulers whatsoever, but only to the ruling ministers of the
Church, it may here be observed, that the worst feature in this
scene of unhallowed strife, and that which gives the most antichristian character to the whole, is this ambition of Church pastors,
and their contending hotly for pre-eminence, both with kings, and,
by the help of kings, with each other. Instead of taking these words
of their Divine Master for their own guidance, and impressing them
on the converted Pagan emperors as the charter of rank and
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pregedency, in. that kingdom of heaven upon earth, which ought
now to supersede the Pagan. state system, they sought rather to
turn that syst.emto their own account; and, by a guilty compromise, they uphdd their imperial converts in all their former pomp,
and pride, and tyranny, in order to be upheld by them in their own
spiritual despotism, and thence to stretch forth their hands to grasp
also a temporal supremacy. Accordingly in this review of modern
history, we see the East and the West agitated by a pernicious rivalry,
and severed by a deadly schism; the East to be soon subdued by the
arms of an impostor prophet, and the West gained by the arts of an
impostor priest. We see men exalted into the throne of Christ, as if
they were universal monarchs, the word of His Gospel supplanted by a
fictitious prophecy, or by a forged tradition; and, by the united action
of means like these, we see the human soul retained in the most
slavish ignorance, and defiled by the most abject superstition. We
see a gorgeous ritual, part Jewish, part pagan, substituted for the
worship of God in spirit and in truth. And instead of the gracious
. sovereignty of Jesus, uniting Christians of all ranks to Himself and
to each other, by the bonds of mutal love, we behold a horrible
mockery, and an arrogant usurpation, of His heavenly sway, upheld
in the one desolate half of Christendom by the sword of the Caliph,
and in the other by the penal fires and anathemas of the Pope.
After the fatal prevalence of these two antichristian systems, in
varying degrees of preponderance during the best part of a thousand
years, we discern a struggle for truth and liberty commencing, together
with the returning dawn of Scripture light. We see on the one hand
reason protesting against force; and on the other might striving to
maintain its ascendancy over right. 'Ve see the crusades of a romantic
superstition followed by those of a persecuting bigotry, ma,ssacres the
most atrocious plotted and perpetrated under the sanction of the
Cross. and heaven mocked with medals and anthems of thanksgiving,
for the suppression of reformed Christianity, by a worse than pagan
treachery and bloodshedding. In the progress of this struggle, we
observe with pain, that the evil passions of man are often indulged
on the side of the righteousness of God, and that the leaven of
antichristian or unchristian principles long lingered in the hearts of
the Reformers, and marred the work of the blessed Reformation.
Kings thought to transfer to themselves, and to use for their own
ungodly ends, the power wrung from the usurper of Christ's throne,
instead of ascribing it to the rightful owner, and submitting it to the
dictates of Hirs will. Mankind were slow to learn, so long had they
been kept in ignorance, that in the realms of Jesus no one must
exercise lordship over others at his own mere will, independently of
law. They were as yet far from aware that neither force nor profit
are allowable instruments of conversion unto truth. And they were
still apt to hold, and to act upon the notion, that the end might justify
the means; a maxim which in many signal instances has availed to
divorce good faith from the most solemn covenants, and truth from the
sworn lips of closest friends, to banish common humanity from the
heart of patriots, and honour from its last refuge in the breast of kings.
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Hence, to refer once more to the sad- scenes of ouI' own great
rebellion, we see, in this review, a nation of chief note amongst the
Reformed, turning aside from the career-of rapid improvement, which
ensued on its deliverance from bondag!l unto Rome, in order to fight
out an intestine quarrel, arising from and conducted on unchristian
principles of state policy, harboured on both sides alike. We see a
king supposing it his duty to exercise irresponsible power, and goaded
on to the utmost stretch of prerogative by one who bare the sacred
office of a bishop. And we see a people hurried on from legitimate
ref'istance to oppression, until they were committed to the guilt of
lawless regicide by men reputed for saintfl. We see one man royal
by birth, noble by nature, and capable of dying in the spirit of a
martyr, yet condescend to practise falsehoods -on his subjects, and
stoop to sacrifice his most able and devoted friend to his own supposed
interest and safety.
And we see another, who, as leader in the
people's cause, succeeded by dint of earnestness of purpose, turn
traitor to the people no less than to the king, stain his
once tender conscience with the blood of his sovereign, suppress
his own parliament, strain his power to silence all expression
of opinion on his conduct, and end his days as a jealous
and gloomy tyrant, trembling for his life, on that -throne of
Gentile lordship, which it so ill became him to usurp.
When we
contemplate great natures thus debased, we behold' a sight more
grievous than devastated fields, or cities spoiled by force in civil
warfare; we see an outrage done to God's work, and an affront offered
to His majesty, more deeply offensive, than the beheading of a king on
the scaffold, the maiming of a patriot in the dungeon, or the burning
of a martyr at the stake. We see truth martyred, man's best faculties
fettered and impaired, and the sacred dictates of the sovereign conscience
stupified by fallacy, or stifled by compulsion. We do well to commiserate the mortal agonies of those who suffered in the body. And
in the contemplation of the wrongs which they endured, we do well to
view leniently acts which they committed, now known by us to be
iniquitous, but upon which, in their case, the mental eye was not
distinctly turned, or not aright informed. But so much the more
shall we feel inclined to concentrate our indignation and abhorrence
on the system of which they were the victims. So much the more
are we bound to denounce and stigmatize that usurpation of Christ's
throne, by fraud and force, ecclesiastical and secular combined, to
which we trace all these horrible enormities.
That this antichristian system should still hold its ground, that this
mortal strife for political ascendancy, fomented in statesmen by
churchmen, aided and abetted in kings and people by a fictitious
pontiff, or high priest, should still distract the enlightened West,
whilst in the East also Christ's kingdom is in abeyance, and a lordship, like to that of the Gentiles, takes its place, not even adopting
the name of Christian, though at the same time not polluted by
idolatry, this state of things, strange and awful as it is, in realms
claimed by Christ as His dominions during all these eighteen hundred
years, must be ascribed to that inordinate lust of power, which
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seems to have grown inveterate in the human heart. ThroughQut this whole period, few attempts appear ever to have been
made by competent parties, to set forward the earthly kingdom of our Lord, on principles such as God's Word suggests for the true theory of Christian politics. Rarely, if ever,
have kings and their subjects taken Christian counsel together,
for the remodelling of all State affairs, on the basis of subQrdinating to a throne in heaven their respective shares of power here
below. Nor have the authorized preachers of the Gospel been foremost, as in duty bound, either to teach men to forego precedency,
and to decline ascendancy, or to proclaim liberty as a privilege meet
for every Christian, high and low alike, the liberty of order and of
law, the liberty of mutual submission, each in his own place and
station subject to the rest. and all to Christ.
During the unwarrantable suppression of sound doctrines, so well
fitted at once to chasten and to elevate the soul, society has groaned
under the stern oppression, or has been distracted with the deadly
strife, engendered by the insatiate ambition of mankind. The determination to grasp and to retain a power not meant for man over
his fellows, pervading all ranks, animating all classes, and recognized
as laudable in those who succeed, has filled the earth with violence,
spoiling, and servitude, and has given permanenca to poverty, ignorance, and crime. It makes the great at once imperious and mean;
it makes the weak bigots in their opinions, and the oppressed
despots in their hearts. It reaches to the retreats of private life;
and is able to mar the peace of a neighbourhood, and to banish
mutual love from the sanctuary of home. It alloys holy errands
with selfish motives; seeks proselytes to a sect, instead of converts
to the Gospel; and, beneath the conscience searing oath of the
Jesuit, sanctions crimes the most rebellious against God, as acts of
the most holy obedience. It pours contempt on divine ordinances by
reason of humap. arrogance, making the magistrate hated for the
despotism of the man; and, having prevailed to ignore throughout
Christendom for ages the reign of the Messiah, it has brought into
question, among nations of no mean repute, the kingly office itself;
doubly honoured as that office is, and thrice reverenced as it ought to
be, when the throne, the sceptre, and the crown have been assumed
by Jesus Christ.
Let the fearful evils, flowing thus abundantly in Church and
State, in public and in private, from the indulgence of this baneful
lust of power and precedency, weigh with us to seek stedfastly its
thorough subjugation. Let us watch diligently, in our own hearts,
against the disposition to exercise over each other, any measure of
the lordship, interdicted by our Saviour to us all. Let us abhor the
notion of forcing the will of a fellow creature to yield implicit submission to our own, except so far as it is a subjection to the law of
the Most High. Submitting ourselves meekly to the statutes of our
heavenly Sovereign, let us "honour all men" (1 Peter ii. 17); let us
pay respect, in every human being, to the image of our Maker, to
their relationship of brotherhood with ourselves and with our Saviour,
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:and to their joint citizenship, in His dominions, with all whom He
and His truth make free. Let us aim at awakening the very lowest
to an elevating sense of their high calling and dignity, as men and as
-Christians, rather than seek to keep them down beneath us, or to pull
-<Jthers down from over us. And let the eager desire for supremacy,
which burns in most men's hearts by nature, be in ours abased and
-crushed, by reflecting that Christ Jesus is our ever present King,
One infinitely above us all, who rules and reigns over all of us alike,
-and who sanctions His laws of humility and love by the terrors and
the glories of eternity. Respecting all magistrates as His officers, and
.especially the highest as under Him sup~e,me, and never supposing
that we can please our Lord by impugning their legitimate supremacy
in all causes ecclesiastical and civil, let us yet look higher than to the
highest upon earth, for the fountain of all honour and authority, for
the object of universal homage and subjection. Let us enthrone, in
-our hearts, over all, the majesty of our glorified Redeemer; and join
with as many as are His, have been, are, or shall be, of every rank
.and age and clime, in most loyal and implicit deference unto Him,
on whose head are "many crowns" (Rev. xix. 12). We shall thus
realize to ourselves the conviction and advantages of having Christ for
our King reigning here below. And whether our rulers and our
neighbours in their respective stations, do like homa:;e to His will,
or not, though we may be surrounded, through man's ambition, by
the din of war, or the horrors of rebellion, by the strife of worldly
politics, or the fierce fury of Church controversy, we shall enjoy in
-our own hearts and lives, and shall -be doing all that in us lies to
promote amongst others a kingdom of heaven upon earth.

THE CHURCH ON EARTH.
BLEST is that man, who having felt himself
The power and sweetness of redeeming love,
Unites with others, who havinl! felt the same,
In sacred bonds of holy fellowship,
With mutual love inspired, each glowing heart
Burns with desire to seek the good of all;
While all are by the love of Christ constrained
To love supremely Him who died to save.
Swain's" Redemption," 1784.

"LIGHT is sown for- the righteous." Does the farmer expect to
Teap on the day he sows, or a week afted No; he waits, and hath
long patience for it. "Light is sown for the righteous" who are in
darkness j and humble,diligent waiting is the way to establishment.
The time and manner of revealing a pardon is an act of sovereignty;
which demands humble waiting. If, then, impatience casts the soul
into frowardness, or weariness make it slothful, no comfortable issue
<can be expected.-Berridge.

744

The Gospel Magazt"ne.
THE

REV.

JOHN

BERRIDGE,

M.A.

( Continued .j.·07It page 672.)

IT was observed last month that Mr. BERRIDGE'S out-door preaching
began in the year 1759. This appears from a published letter, in
which he wrote :-" On Monday se'nnight, Mr. HICKS 11- accompanied
me. to Meldred. On the way we called at a farmhouse. After dinner
I went into the yard, and seeing nearly a hundred and fifty people,
I called for a table, and preached, for the first time, in the open
air. We then went to Meldred, where I preached in a field, to
about 4,000 people. In the morning, at five, Mr. HICKS preached,
in the same field, to about 1,000. Here the presence of the Lorel
was wonderfully amongst us, and, I trl).st, besides many that were
slightly wounded, nearly thirty received heart-felt conviction."
Whether among his own people at Evertotl, or when out on circuit,
in the counties of Bedford, Cambridge, Essex, Hertford, and Huntingdon, his faithful proclamation of the good tidings of salvation for
the chief of sinners, through faith in the blood and righteousness
of Christ, was owned by the Holy Spirit in an extraordinarymeasure. In his own church he was accllstomed to preach fOUl'
times on a Sunday. He entertained a tender compassion for souls.
In his tours through the 'counties above-named, "to seek for
Chrises sheep scattered abroad," he preached on an average from
ten to twelve sermons a-week, and frequently rode a hundred miles.
And this willing, but exacting, service in the cause of his loveel
Lord and Master he regularly continued for more than twenty
years. He possessed, through grace, a firm and undaunted spirit,
alike when his enemies did their utmost to get him deprived of
the position he held as Vicar of Everton, and when standing up to,
preach to the thousands of all classes that attended his ministr;,'
in the largest buildings obtainable and out,of-doors. Yet, as hi,;
biographer, the Rev. RICHARD 'VHIT'l'INGHilr, has remarked :-" Noone could be more sensible of his own helplessness and insufficiency
for the performance of spiritual services than he was. He felt hi>;.
utter need of Divine aid, which evidently appeared in the terms hl}
used almost invariably in the prayer he offered up before his sermon,
humbly acknowledging his own inability, and earnestly and devoutly
imploring the presence and assistance of his God and Saviour.
Thus, as well as in other ways, he honoured God, and God honoured
him." He ever aimed, in his preaching of the Word of God, to lay
the creature low, and to exalt the grace of God as displayed in the'
Person and Offices of the Lord Jesus Christ. His sermons largely
- partook of an expository character, and were eminently experimental
.and practical. His voice was strong and loud, but perfectly undercommand. This was all the more important, for at times his hearers
• Mr. HICKS was Vicar of the parish of 1,vrestlingworth, about four miles fponl_
E;verton. This clergyman was brought under the power of the Gospel througll.
the instrumentality of Mr. BERRIDGE, and afterwards became his frequent.
companion when itinerating.
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numbered as many as ten and fifteen thousand, and, Mr. WHI'l'TINGHAM
observes, "he was well heard by all of them." The same reliable
authority (who was ~Ir. BERRIDGE'S curate) informs us that
people came to hear him" from the distance of twenty miles, and
were at Everton by seven o'clock in the morning, having set out
from home soon after midnight. At that early hour he preached to
very considerable congregations; also at half-past ten, and half-past
two o'clock, and again in the evening. The blessing of the Lord
attended his ministry in a very powerful and extraordinary manner.
He cast the net, and many, whenever he did so, were enclosfld in it,
and departed not without letting him know how powerfully their
hearts were impressed with the truths he had delivered." He at
first wrote down the names and places of abode of those who applied
to him for instruction, till he had more than a thousand names,
exclusive of the numbers that were convinced under his ministry
when he preached in London, and other places distant from Everton.
" So impressive were some parts of his sermons as to disarm those
who went to hear him with the evil intention of silencing him, and
of doing him personal injury." Mr. WHITTINGHAM narrates-somewhat
quaintly-an illustration of this fact. He says: "On one occasion a
man, of more than the common size, came to hear him at Everton,
and placed himself immediately before the pulpit with the full design
of incommoding him, and rendering him confused; for that pnrpose
he made various gesticulations, and uttered most contemptuous
expressions.
Mr. BERRLDGE, not in the least intimidated, thought it
proper to address him personally, which he did in so powerful a
manner, as to cause him to sink down in the pew, and to perspire
through his great coat. As soon as he came out of church, he
acknowledged his intention, saying, 'I came to confuse this good
man, but God has made him the means of con vincing me that I
am a sinful, lost sinner.' The conviction thus produced proved saving
and permanent. He lived an ornament to the Gospel, and when he
departed this life he slept in Jesus."
His labours in the Word and doctrine of Christ very largely
contributed-through the power of the Holy Ghost-in helping
forward the great Evangelical Revival of the latter half of the
eighteenth century.
It was about the year 1759 that the godly
COUJ\'l'ESS of HUN'l'INGDOJ\ became acquainted with Mr, BERRIDGE.
Hitherto, the VICAR of Evertoll had not allied himself with the leaders
of what was commonly called the " Methodist" movement.
When
LADY HUNTrNGDON was informed of the remarkable spiritual awakening
____ under Mr. BERRIDGE'S ministry, she requested the Rev. WILLIAM
-::''''I.AINE and the Rev. MARTIN MADAN to pay a visit to Everton and
make ---=. ·o.stigation into the facts. These eminent men of God were
cordially wel,,;"-=:--,,(1 by Mr. BERRIDGE, and accompanied him on his
itinerant preaching excursions.
The Rev. ALFRED NEW, in his
Memorials of SELINA COUNTESS of HUNTINGDON, entitled, The Ooronet
and the C1'08S, refers to this inspection of the remarkable phenomena
which accompanied the ministrations of the Vicar of Everton, and
tells us, Messrs, ROMAINE and MADAN " were astonished at what they
3 F
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witnessed while JOHN BERRIDGE was preaching. . Loud cries and
ejaculatory prayers burst from the people; many fell down to the
ground, some senseless as if dead, and others in sharp convulsive
struggles, as if in the agony of death; and men and women wept
aloud and cried out for mercy. They conversed with those who had
been convulsed, and found Lhat their minds had been filled with awe,
their consciences aroused, and the conviction of their guilt brought
home to them." The report of the remarkable spiritual revival at
Everton decided Lady HUNTINGDON to pay the place a personal visit.
Taking with her the Rev. M. MADAN and the Rev. HENRY VEKNtwo faithful heralds of the Gospel of the sovereign grace of Godsue proceeded to the Bedford Vicarage. '!.'he news soon spread that
the godly COUNTESS had arrived, and at one of the services more than
ten thousand persons assembled to hear the Gospel.
Mr. VENN
preached with remarkable power from the passage, "The harvest is
On the same
past, the summer is ended, and we are not saved."
day, in the evening, Mr. BERRIDGE addressed a vast crowd on the
words, "Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the
world." LADY HUNTINGDON was deeply impressed with what she had
witnessed, and leaving Mr. MADAN at Everton, she Droceeded to
London with Messrs. FLETCHER, VENN, and BERiHDGE, intending
to introduce the last-named to religious circles in the Metropolis.
During his stay in London, Mr. BERRIDGE preached in some of the
City churches, expounded almost every morning and evening at LADY
HUNTINGDOlS"'S mansion, and gave occasional addresses at the residences
of LADY GER'rRUDE HOTHA~f, and LADY FAKNY SHlRLEY.
The VICAR
of EVERToN became a particular favourite with the COUlS"'l'ESS of
HUNTINGDON, and there is no doubt that she was used of God to lead
him into clearer views of doctrinal truth, and to give them a more
prominent place in his pulpit ministrations. As is usually the case
when the doctrines of free grace are faithfully proclaimed, the
malignity of Satan and his human emissaries presently found vent
against JOHN BERRlDGE.
But like his Apostolic prototype, who,
through grace, could affirm, "None of these things move me, neither
count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course
with joy, and the ministry which I have received of the Lord Jesus,
to testify of the Gospel of the grace of God," he "endured all things
for the elect's sakes," and ceased not to teach and to preach in the
adorable name of His heavenly Master.
An example of Episcopal interference with his Gospel labours outside
the bounds of Everton parish may here be noted.
It is given in
BERRIDGE'S own words, and will be read with interest :-" Soon after I
began to preach the Gospel at Everton the church was filled from the
villages around us, and the neighbouring clergy felt themselves hurt
at their churches being deserted. A person of my own parish, too, was
much offended. He did not like to see so many ~trangers and be so
incommoded. Between them both it was resolved if possible to turn
me out of my living. For this purpose they complained of me to the
Bishop of the diocese that I had preached out of my pltrish. I was
soon after sent for by the Bishop: I did not mnch like my errand; but

"

The Gospel Magazine.

747

I went. When I arrived, the BISHOP accosted me in a very abrupt
manner. ' WelL BERRIDGE, they tell me you go about preaching out
of your own parish.' . . . . . It is true, my Lord, I was one day at
E --n, and there were a few poor people a~sembled together, and
I admonished them to repent of their sins and to believe in the Lord
Jesus Christ for the salvation of their sonls; and I remember seeing
fi ve or six clergymen that dily, my Lord, all out of their own parishes
upon E--n bowling-green.' 'Poh!' said his Lordship; 'I tell you
you have no right to preach out of your own parish, and if you do not
desist from it, you will very likely be sent to Huntingdon gaol.' , As
to that, my Lord,' said I, 'I have no greater. liking to H unti!lgdon
gaol than other people; but I had rather go thither with a good
conscience than live at liberty without one.' Here his Lordship looked
very hard at me, and very gravely assured me that I was beside
myself, and that in a few months' time I should either be better or
worse. 'Then,' said I, 'my Lord, you may make yourself quite happy
in this business; for if I should be better you suppose I should
desist from this practice of my own accord; and if worse,
you need not send me to Huntingdon gaol, as I shall be provided with
an accommodation in Bedlam.' His Lordship now changed his mode
of attack. Instead of threatening he began to entreat. 'BERmDGE,'
said he, 'you know I have been your friend, and 1 wish to be so still.
I am continually teased with the complaints of the clergymen around
you Only assure me that you will keep to your own parish; you
may do as you please there. I have but little time to live; do not
bring down my grey hairs with sorrow to the grave.' . . . . . After
dinner his Lordship took me into the garden. 'Well, BE£lRIDGE,' said
he, 'have you considered my request l' 'I have, my Lord.' said I,
'and have been upon my knees concerning it.' 'Well, and will you
promise me that you will preach no more out of your own parish 7' , It
would afford me great pleasure,' said I, 'to comply with your Lordship's
request, if I could do it with a good conscience. I am satisfied the
Lord has blessed my labours of this kind, and I dare not desist.'
'A
good conscience!' said his Lordship; 'do you not know that it is contrary to the canons of the Church j' 'There is one canon, my Lord,'
I replied, 'which saith, Go, prMch the Gospel to ev, J'Y creature.' 'But
why shonld you wish to interfere with the charge of other men 7' 'If
they would preach the Gospel themselves,' said I, 'there would be no
need for my preaching it to their people, but as they do not I cannot
desist.' His Lordship then parted with me in some displeasure. I
returned home not knowing what would befall me; but thankful to
God that I had preserved a conscience void of offence"
BERRIDGE then proceeds to show how, by the loving providence of
God, in whom he trusted, the purposes of his enemies were defeated.
It seems that when he was at Clare Hall, Cambridge, he was on terms
of intimacy with the elder PITr, afterwards EARL of CHA'J'HAM, who
was at that time at t.he University. There was another Fellow of
Clare Hall well know to BERRIDGE, who was also a friend of Pr!"'l'.
He turned against BERRIDGE when he began preaching the Gospel, but
afterwards when he heard of the persecution raised against him at
3 F :>.
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Everton he relented, and determined if possible to help his old friend
out of his trouble. Accordil)gly he wrote to PI'lT informing him of the
proceedings against the VICAR of EVERToN, and asking him to arrest
them if possible PITT was then a young man, and did not wish to
make personal application to the Bishop; but he mentioned the matter
to a certain nobleman to whom the Bishop owed his promotion. This
nobleman within a few days had an interview with the Bishop, and
requested him to take no further notice of the litigious person who
had accused BERRIDGE, and to allow BfRRIDGE to retain his living unmolested. 'l'he Bishop was astonished at this unexpected interference,
but he thought it prudent to yield compliance, and from that
day forth he left the VICAR of EVERTON in peace. His enemies might
continne to vex and thwart him, but they could no longer hope to turn
him out of his living.
He truly was "an Apostle to the Gentiles," and his extensive
itinerating labours were used of the Lord, not merely during their continuance, but permanently. For, as a dear friend, who entertains a
loving veneration for the name and service of J OHK BERRIDGE, writing
to us recently, remarks :-" He was inRtrumental in fcJrming Societies
in numerous villages, and these survive to the present day in Cambridgeshire, Essex, and Beds_ I could name at least a dozen that I am
personally acquainted with. Some of these have recently celebmted
their centenaries-Steeple Bumpstead, Duxford, and other places
acknowledging that JOHN BERRIDGE was God's chosen instrument of
laying the foundation of what remains to-day." Our esteemed correspondent's letter further says :-" In his published correspondence some
letters are written to his nephew, JOHN BERRIDGE_ A grandson of
this Nephew lives to-day at Loughborough, and has in his possession
JOHN BERRIDGE of Everton's own copy of his own hymns. He is a
lay preacher in the Church of England, a most gracious and godly
man, but very humble and retiring. I possess some interesting letters
he wrote me about himself and his labours."
Reference has already been made to the natural wit displayed by
BERRlDGE. Grace sanctified this characteristic, and its use in his correspondence with Christian friends gives remarkable personality to his
letters. Very quaint are many of his extant private epistles. At
the risk of exceeding our space, and of postponing to next month the
conclusion of this sketch of BERRIDGE, we proceed to insert a few
examples. For copies of these compositions we are indebted to the
Christian friend, whose letter to us we have just now quoted. Here is a
specimen, penned at Everton in 1771, and addressed to his worthy
friend, the Rev. ROWLAKD HILL:"My DEAR ROWLEY,
" YOUR letter refreshed me much. Go on, and fear nothing
but your own heart. You are on the high road to everlasting honour,
pursuing the very track of your Master, and highly favoured by
Him. Your ship is now in full sail, and, of course, will require much
ballast to keep her steady and upright. This ballast will be thrown
at you, and into JOur ship, providentially, just as it is wanted, by
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ill-judging, lukewarm professors, and a crazy world. When Jesus sees
your heart elevated, though secretly unknown to yourself, He will
throw in a fresh skep of ballast to sink your heart a little lower. When
you need but a little depression, the world may give it; when you
want more, professors may give it; when more still, your wife may give
a blow. 'fhey are all your friends when they use you ill, and you
ought to be as thankful to the heavenly Physician for thus paring off
~he proud flesh from your heart as to an earthly surgeon for paring
the proud flesh off your limb.
Did not the world scourge your
Master, spit in His face, crown Him with thorns, and crucify Him 1
Did not the chief priests and the Pharisees insult Him, mock Him,
tempt Him, defame Him? Did not His kinsfolk come and lay hold
of Him to stop His ministry when He first set off, thinking Him beside
Himself? (Mark iii. 21.) Well; you know the servant must be as
his Master.
Yet, fear none of these things.
Jesus will make
you more than a conqueror. Needful support and comfort will be
given thee here, and everlasting glory crown thy head hereafter.
If your old College friends drop their correspondence, heed it not;
only seek a closer communion with .Jesus.
One cistern must
first dry up before we can lie wholly at the fountain. Through mercy,
I have been so kept on my legs this summer as to preach every
Sabbath, and intend setting up a weekly lecture again. Keep on
praying and preaching. Let nothing stop you. The Lord be with
your spirit and mine.
J. B."
(To be continued.)

OUR FArfHFUL GOD.

" God is faithful, who will not suileT you to be tempted above that
ye are· able,. but will with the temptation also make a way to escape,
that ye may be able to bear it." -1 CORINTHIANS x. 13.
"WITH" the temptation or trial, not a long time before, but with it,
of which the deliverance of Israel by the passage of the Red Sea was
a remarkable illustration. God allowed the difficulties, in which His
people were at that time, to increase in int.ensity till they came to
such a crisis that it appeared like certain destruction. Behind was
the host of Egypt; before them the rushing sea. What was there
but death? And just at that very crisis, God made a pathway through
the sea. He made" a way of escape."
"With the temptation." Let the tried believer get comfort from
this. God ioes not promise to make a way of escape a week before
the moment of trial. He does not promise to make it a day before,
or ten minutes before the extremest pressure, but "with it." "At
some time or other the Lord will provide," as we sometimes sing, and
that time is God's time, and is often" with" the trial, that is, at the
moment of its utmost intensity.
" A way of escape." There are not twenty ways of escape, there
is one way. What is it 1 God's way. And is not that what every
true hearted believer wants 1 When Moses was told to stretch out
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his hand, the arm of the Lord awoke. And that is what every tried
and tempted saint wants, he wants the Lord to deliver. There is a.
great difference between waiting for the Lord's deliverance and cutting
the meshes of t.he net ourselves. The Psalmist says, "Mine eyes are
ever toward the Lord; for He shall pluck my feet out of the net;" 1
don't attempt to. I will remain in the net as long as He pleases, for
the net He spreads over me is a net to captnre my heart for Himself.
I don't need to hurry to get out of such a net as that. "I am shlet
up and cannot 'Jome forth" (Psalm lxxxviii. 8). A very painful experience to the flesh, but a very blessed one to him who can wait
fOJ" the Lord's opening a way of escape.
Look at that vessel passing through a canal lock. It comes in, the
gates behind it are Shllt, and before it are two gates against which is
the whole pressure of the water in the canal above. It is shut as
into a watery grave! Bnt now, unobserved by any eye, two sluices
are opened, and from the fnlness above, the water is let in beneath.
Ti,e vessel was" shul; in" and could not" come forl;h," but now it is
raised higher and higher, till it reache:; the top, and thcn the gates
are vpened, and it goes forth on the upper level.
Beloved fellow believers, this illustrates God's object in shutting us
in so that we cannot come forth, and we must wait His time. Shipraising in a lock is not a quiCK business, but it is a sure business. So
God's own time for bringing forth His ;. shut-up" ones may not
come quickly, but if we wait on Him, He will in every such experience, lift us by His own grace to a higher level of acquaintance
with Himself.
Until :finally., He lifts us to the level of His own
glory, for the Lord will give grace and glory. He has given grace,
and He .will give every subject of that grace His own eternal
glory.-F1"Om an Address hy M1·. James WTight.

GOD DELIGHTING IN HIS PEOPLE.
PRECIOUS truth! "With Him is no variableness, neither the sh~dow of
turning." Whom He delights in to-day He delighted in from all
eternity past, and He will delight in through all eternity to come.
" From everlasting to everlasting the mercy of the Lord is upon them
that fear Him." It, will last through eternity, and therefore the Lord
introduces them, after" their earthly house of this tabernacle is dissolved," into that state of blessedness which He has prepared for His
people, and which is an abiding state, out of which they shall never,
never return.- Watts Wilkinson.
-----_._---------

~

A PAIN'l'ED face may soon fade, so doth not a true and natural
complexion; the varnish of a formal hypocrite is soon washed out; but
when true grace, like a colour ingrain, hath grown habitual in the
soul, it is not removable; sooner will the sun discard its own beams,
than Christ will desert and destroy the least measure of true grace,
whiuh is a beam from that Sun of righteousness.-Love.

..
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(![orrrsponbmct.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine
DEAR SIR,-I trust these few letters will serve to quicken interest in
this God-honoured work of circulating Covenant truth amongst our
soldiers and sailors, some of whom know the Lord in truth.
.J

FROM LONDON.

Please accept very cordial thanks for two parcels of literature, which
duly arrived on Tuesday, and I join with you in prayer that the Divine
Master may bless His truth.
FROM IRELA.ND.

I received your kind letter informing me of your parcel coming. The
parcel arrived this morning. No words that I can command would
sufficiently express my thankfulness towards you for all the precious
things you have sent me from time '0 time. Almighty God has been
graciously pleased to hear the prayer. of His people, and our KING'S
Protestant Oath stands up still for God, and against Popish errors. I
will be glad to get anything you know of an instructive and Protestant
character. I hand them over to our reading room and the - - - Hospital.
From there they go over the world.
We feel it indeed good to circulate the truth of God. Said the
Psalmist, "Blessed is the man whom Thou chastenest, 0 Lord"
(Psalm xciv. 12). Those who have been brought to know the Lord
find the pathway rough, and must not faint when rebuked of God,
for " whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth."
In many ways the
nath is found to be rough and full of trials. There is a time when
the child of God has to endure the fiery darts of the prince of darkness,
the strong temphtio~s of Satan, the evil of his own heart stirred up
by the wicked one, and he experiences a period "when the bias\, of
the terrible ones is as a storm against the wall" (Isaiah xxv. 4). But
Christ is over all of His people, and orders these trials for good, and
not one of them can last longer than the time appointed. These
trials are to humble the soul and make Christ precious. And all are
to do the soul good at the latter end. "No weapon that is formed
against thee shall prosper; and every tongue that shall rise against
thee in judgment thou shalt condemn. This is the heritage of the
servants of the Lord, and their righteousness is of Me, saith the
Lord" (Isaiah liv. 17). Every tried, afflicted believer shall sing at last
to the praise of the Triune Covenant God.
There is one precious
thought for the doubting believer: in all trials he is led to Jesus, and
who could come to Him without being drawn?
Yours very sincerely,
Campbell Road, Salisbury, Oc-tobe1', 1901.
R. E. BRIDER.

A GOD out of Christ, is the idol of an Atheist.
is the Christian's God.- W. il[ason.

God in Christ,
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
Two years have passed:> way since the Boers issued their insulting
ultimatum to us, and the war which they thus commenced is still
going on, at a great and useless waste of money and human life; but
we are glad to see fresh signs that it is coming to an end; the Boers
have recently suffered some severe defeats, several of their leaders have
been captured or slain, and a raid which they attempted to make
into Natal has been completely frustrated j they must be drawing
nearer to the limit of their resources j and we may earnestly hope and
pray that ere long they may see the utter uselessness of continuing
the struggle, and give it up, and that Boer and Briton, Afrieander
and native, will dwell together in peaee and friendship,
By the time that these lines are before our readers, the tour of the
DUKR and DUCHESS of YORK will probably have come to a close. It
is certainly one of 1he most remarkable tours which has ever been
known in the history of the world. It has been described as a
"matchless journey," and a "marvellous world-tour." A daily newspaper says :-" It is questionable whether Englishmen, whose thoughts
have beer! unavoidably distracted to some extent by the war from a
subject which would have engrossed their whole attention in other
circumstances, have yet grasped an adequate idea either of the unparalleled character of the voyage of the Ophi1', or the profound value
of the effect it has produced. Undertaken amid all the stress and
struggle of the war, immediately after the memorable decease of
QUEEN VICTORIA, and at the very opening of a new reign, identified
from the outset with all the aims and inspirations of the Imperial idea,
the progress of the DUKE and DUCHESS of CORNWALL has taken place
in circumst~nces that must leave an iudelible mark upon the mind of
every part of the Empire. The success of the great undertaking in
every single respect, whether in the political consequences it was
intended to secure, or in the personal impressions it might be
expected to create, has been beyond precedent. . . . . Both the Royal
travellers have won golden opinions with every appearance they have
made. Their unerring tact, their gracious thoughtfulness and vigilant
kindness, and every word of their public utterances, have all helped to
give warm and breathing life to the devotion of the distant portions of
the Empire to the Crown."
WE have been favoured again with a good harvest, and have great
reason to be nationally thankful for it.
At one time fears were
entertained that, in consequence of the short supply of rain, the harvest
would be a failure j but in the Lord's gracious kindness this calamity
was averted j rain fell just in the right time j and although in
quantity the harvest is somewhat below the average, the quality is
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quite up to, if not above it. But the statistics of the present harvest
again point to a serious matter, to which we have before referred,
namely, the continued and increasing reduction of our home food
supply.
Statistics show that English agriculture is becoming more
and more almost a thing of the past, and that year after year we are
becoming nationally more and more dependent upon foreign supplies
for our food. This year the amount of wheat grown in the British
Isles is again greatly reduced, and this reduction has been going on
yearly for many years past. We are told that of the 32,000,000
quarters of wheat consumed annually in the British Isles no less than
24,000,000 quarters come from abroad, for which nearly £40,000,000
is paid. Another £40,000,000 is sent out of the country each year for
butter, milk, fruit, vegetables, and other farm produce. Every year
each individual in Great Britain pays £4 for foreign food; in Germany
a little over is. a head is paid. These facts are very depressing to
the farmer; but they are also of national importance. Mr. A. J.
MA'l'THEWS, secretary of the Agricultural Organization Society,
expresses the opinion that from n;Jany points of view this is a seriuus
national danger. "For one thing," he says, "there is frequently
not more than a fortnight's supply of food in the country, and never
more than about six weeks." Surely the attention of our Legislature
ought to be speedily directed to this matter, and some practical
remedy ought to be devised.
As was anticipated, the passing of the Associations Bill in France
has had the effect of sending a whole shoal of monks and nuns to
settle down in the United Kingdom, most or all of them aliens and
foreigners, antagonistic to our rule, teaching sedition and error, and
placed, by our foolish laws, beyond our inspection and control.
A
disgraceful case has just been brought to light in the columns of
the Times, in connection with a convent of English Benedictine Nuns
in Rome. The Romanists do not deny the facts, but they attempt-through their apologist, the Roman Catholic Bishop BRowNLow, of
Clifton--to throw all the blame upon the former Abbess, Miss
PYKSENT. To this she has had the courage to reply publicly, and
ill a crushing manner.
She states :-" The fact remains that the
guilty priest has received no punishment beyond that of being sent for
an eight days' retreat to the country house of the religions congregation
to which Le belongs.
He has since continued his usual work in
Rume, and has during the annual octave of the Epiphany at Sant
Andrea della Valle been the soul of the services conducted there
according to the various rites." To the charge that Abbess PYNSENT
did not keep her nuns in order, the answer is a couple of laudatory
letters from Bishop BRowNLOw himself. The financial catastrophe
which came upon her little community Miss PYNSENT traces to the
direct influence of the Vatican. It was, she alleges, "ruined by the
fault of the financial and spiritual directors placed over it by the
Vatican. But for the privileges bestowed upon the Vatican by the
Italian Law of Guarantees, this responsibility might be brought home
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to it in a Court of law.
Not the Abbess, but the Deputato
Ecclesiastico was entrusted with the management of the temporal
affairs of the .convent. The Vatican, moreover, in the person of the
Cardinal-Vicar, not only committed a breach of canon law by appointing the Deputato Eeclesiastico to be confessor to the nuns, but
further violated canon law by allowing' him to live in the convent."
Miss PYNSEN'l' acknowledges that Bishop BRowlS"LOW is right on one
point, namely, that she has become an Agnostic. She says, however,
that" the conduct of the Church has indirectly brought about this
result," adding: .< I have said above that the conduct of the Church
towards the community was < indirectly' the cause of my change of
view. It will be well to explain that, knowing the wide difference
between faith and practice and the weakness of human nature,
especially in Rome, I should by no means have been driven into
unbelief by the mere spectacle of occasional injustice and immorality
within thc Church. When, however, sad experience convinced me
that injustice and immorality are, in Rome, the rule rather than the
exception, and that the Church, instead of being a purely spiritual
organization, is practically a huge political machine worked for
mundane ends by worldly-minded men, I lost the belief which I had
cherished during twenty.six unhesitating years of Catholic life."
Would that this testimony of a living witness to the inner working
of modern Romanism could be circulated far and wide, to open the
blinded eyes of many of our nominal Protestants!
IN'l'ERESTING intelligence reaches us from the South Sea Islands.
In the Island of Tanna, one of the darkest of the New Hebrides, and
one in which the people seemed exceptionally difficult and almost impossible to influence, we are told that, "After more than fifty years of
Christian toil and suffering, the dark obdurate Tannese are yielding
allegiance to the King of Love. For the first time in the history of
Tanna, natives from the three sides of the island (hitherto implacable
foes) have met as followers of Jesus, sitting together to commemorate
His death, absorbed in the great theme of His love, and at perfect
peace with one another." And a writer adds :-" If the martyrs and
victors in heaven who have lived and died to save Tanna have seen
this triumph of their forlorn but faithful stand, a new thrill must
surely have been added to the unspeakable joys of the glorified."
. I

A GRAPIlIC account is given of an effort made by a missionary on
another island to reach a heathen tribe, through the medium of a
converted chief named AFOR. ApoR, it appears, had in former days
made havoc amongst that tribe, and had long been threatened with
their vengeance; and although he was strongly dissuaded by his own
people, on account of the terrible risks, he consented to accompany
the missionary in a visit to that tribe to endeavour to bring them
under the influence of the Gospel. The missionary says :-" After
school and a hurried breakfast, next morning, the journey to Lulip
was begun. The journey was a most dangerous one. Our path lay
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along the face of a precipiec, and in some places was so narrow, that
in looking down, nothing could be seen but jutting crags and the
frowning waters of the ocean, one thousand feet below. The native isa
sure-footed animal, jumping from crag to crag like an antelope. I, however, greatly impeded their progress; 1 could only crawl along, holding
on by every rock and root that came in my way. As soon as we got
elear of this dangerous part of the journey and were approaching the
confines of Lulip, I noticed that the movements of ApoR became very
strange. His whole body was in a state of nervous excitement. His
eyes were gleaming like those of a hawk, scrutinizing every shrub
and place of vantage where an enemy might be concealed. He dodged
from tree to tree, carefully examining all around before he made his
next spring. All his movements were calculated to remind one of the
time when, with club and musket, he hunted his fellow islanders.
He was like a savage on the war path. But he had ample reason to
be afraid. His deadly enemy was lying in wait for him. The quick
eye detected the head of his foe appearing above the tall grass, not fifty
yards away, as he was preparing to fire. ApOR remained under the
shelter of a tree and cried to his foe that he had ceased fighting, and had
come with the Missionary to tell them about the true God. So
saying, he stepped aside from the shelter of the tree, and, exposing
his body, told his enemy to fire, if he wished to kill him. But there
is honour even alliong savages. He refused to fire, and, as he was
preparing to retire into the thickness of the bush, the timely intervention of the chief of Luli was the means of bringing him into our
midst. As he approached us ApoR sprang forward and shook hands
with him. A reconciliation was effected between them. May it be a
pledge of peace between the two villages of Lulip and Liro, who have
for long ages been waging a bitter war against each other. With
hearts big with gratitude to God for the merciful deliverance of ApoR,
we pr0ceeded towards the village of Lulip. I was afforded a grand
opportunity of acquainting them with our Saviour's love. They listened
,.ttentively, and at the close of the service it was a particularly
touching and gratifying sight to see ApoR shake hands all round with
the men of Lulip. The strain, however, had been too much upon
ApOR. Soon after leaving Lulip, he showed signs of excessive
weakness, and by the time he arrived at Luli he was quite prostrate
\yith a severe attack of fever,"
A SAD calamity occurred last July at Metlahkathla, in British
Columbia, where a wonderfully successful mission work has been progressing for several years, namely the destruction of the whole of
the mission bUIldings and their contents by fire. BISHOP ItlDLEY, of
British Columbia, describes the buildings as being the largest and most
complete mission buildings that he has ever seen, and he makes an
earnest appeal for help towards their restoration. He says :-" The
noble ehurch, the largest in the province of British Columbia, of which
my diocese is the northern and greater part, was totally destroyed.
So also were the two great boarding aud industrial schools for Indians,
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half-breeds, and a sprinkling of white children.
'l'he ladies of the
teaching staff are homeless, and their belongings burnt.
Only the
clothing they wore when fighting the fire was saved, and that burnt
through in many places. Out of £9,000 worth of property attacked,
only £60 worth was saved. The insurance amounts to £400 only.
The day-schools, chapel, church-hall, and numerous other buildingsamong them my own house and its contents, including a valuable
library, the largest collection of Indian curios in the country, many
precious manuscripts, indeed, all my papers, and every movable I
possessed-were swept away, and nothing but a black area of ashes
left, a quarter of a mile long.
Trusting to the beneficence of a
sympathetic public, I have already set the builders at work on the
new boarding-schools. The other institutions will spring up again in
due order. This is a venture of faith that must be made, and which
many of your readers will, I am sure, a.pprove of."
THE supporters of the Church Missionary Society feel that a Cl'lSIS
has arrived in the history of the Society which calls for much earnest
prayer and careful consideration. For several years past the Society
has accepted every thoroughly satisfactory and really suitable
candidate who has offered his or her services for its work, and it has
taken advantage of every opened door in the Mission-field, irrespelltive
of the state of its finances, simply relying upon Him whose are the
silver and the gold to supply its financial needs.
Hitherto this
policy has been decidedly successful, even in a financial point of
view, instrumentally through the aid of the Centenary Fund and
the special efforts of its supporters. But now the question has to be
faced whether this policy is to be continued, or whether it will not
be wiser, and just as truly an act of faith, to accept candidates and
apportion their work only in accordance with the extent of the
funds which are placed at its disposal.
Two eminent Christian men have just passed away, having occupied
very different, but in both cases very useful spheres of life-BIsHoP
WHIPPLE, of Minnesota, and Mr. MARTIN HOPE SUTTON, of Reading.
BISHOP WHIPPLE was one of the mOl'<t striking fignres not only among
the American Bishops but among the whole Anglican Episcopate, and
his remarkable personality is in the recollection of all who have seen
him in England. "He was born," says the Westminster Gazette, "in
Adamson, J efferson County, and owed much to the influence of his
mother and a blind grandmother, a devout Churchwoman, to whom
as a child he read the Prayer-Book. The year after his ordination as
priest he became Rector of Zion Church, Rome, and in 1852 he removed
to Chicago, Illinois, where he was Rector of the Church of the Holy
Communion, and did a great work among railway men, and inaugurated
the free and open Church system in America. He was consecrated
first BISHOP of MINNESOTA at Richmond, Virginia, in 1859. He had
20,000 Indians under his jurisdiction, and he was known as the
Apostle of the Indians. He was a recognised authority on all q ues-
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tions relating to the Indian problem. At the rISIng of the Sioux
Indians in 1862 the BISHOP strongly opposed the war of extermination,
and visited PRESIDENT LINCOLN to intercede for his red men. In 1865
he was an active member of the Commission to report on the condition of the Minnesota tribes, and it was owing largely to his influence
that PRESIDENT GRANT reformed the system of dealing with Indian
tribes. In 1888 he preached the opening sermon of the Lambeth Conference in Westminster Abbey, and he took part in the funeral of
BISHOP HARRJS of Michigan, who died suddenly in the Abbey. The
Universities of Cambridge and Durham conferred on him honorary
degrees. His speecheS" at the Lambeth Conferences and his sermons in
England attracted great attention."
MR. MARTIN HOPE SUTTON had a very remarkable career. He was
the founder of the great firm of Messrs. SUTTON and So~s, the wellknown seedsmen of Reading. The story of his life is one of peculiar
interest, not only on account of the remarkable ability he displayed
in business affa.irs, but also from the wide and extensive part he took
in many religious and philanthropic efforts at a time when such
efforts were far less popular with the leading business men of the
country than the.v are to-day. The son of JORK SUTTON, he was born
on March 14th, 1815, at a time when severe reverses had overtaken
his father. He received the name of "HOPE" as an expression of
faith on the part of his parents that the dark clouds of financial
adversity would roll away, and that a bright future was in store for
him. Such a faith was not misplaced. As a boy he was the light of
the household, and while at the time it was a disappointment to the
parents that the son did not adopt a profession, it soon became
evident that in not refusing him permission to follow his own bent,
they adopted a wise course. As a lad he became deeply interested in
the study of botany, and he employed his holidays in visiting famous
gardens and nurseries. From the experience thus gained a knowledge
of plants and landscape gardening was acquired, and this knowledge
led by degrees to the establishment of his well-known and honourable
firm. Mr. MARTIN HOPE SUTTON was frequently urged to take an
active share in political and municipal life, but he invariably declined
to take any step which might lead to public honour. His strong
Evangelic<tl views impelled him to devote his energies to still higher
intere:;ts, and he became closely associate] with great religious institutions such as the Bible Society, the C.M.S., C.P.A.S., RT.S, London
City Mission, and last, but not least, the Y.M.C.A. '1'he furnishing
of the City Mission Home at Ventnor, entirely at his own expense,
is one of many instances when at a time of need he willingly devoted
his means to ensure the success of a great undertaking. And it may
be truly said that he let not his left hand know what his right hand
did. Some of his largest gifts were anonymous, and his chief sub-'
scriptions were sent direct to head-ctuarters. Of both these eminent
and excellent Christian men it might be truly said, that they" rest
from their labours, and their works follow them."
D. A. D.
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SECRETARY OF THE SOCIETY.

ON Tuesday, October 1st, by kind permission of the Convener of the
Clifton Conference, the Secretary addressed the afternoon meeting upon
the work of the Institution. Colonel SAVILE occupied the chair, supported by the Revs. J. ORMISTON, H. MARTIN, M.A., and Dr. C. C. H.
WlUGH1', and Dr. EWENs. For seventeen succes~ive years the Society
has had a place upon the Conference programme, and the sympathy
and support of Christians in all parts of the country, and especially in
the West of England, have been elicited thereby. Dr. WRIGH'!', who
had previously given an address on the work of the Protestant
Reformation Society, warmly commended the cause of the Lord's
aged poor, and the Chairman also spoke upon the value of the
Institution'.
OLl Thursday, December 5th. a sermon in aid of the Society will
(D.V.) be preached in the Church of St. Mary Woolnoth, Lombard Street, by the Rev. D. A. DOUDNEY, M.A., Rector of Hatford.
The Rector of St. Mary's, the Rev. J. M. S. BRooKE, M.A., F RG.S.,
kindly placed his pulpit at the Society's service, and it is anticipated
that a large assembly will be present in the Ohurch in which JOHN
NEWTO:'< ministered for so many years, and where a memorable sermon
was dolivered in 1884 by the late revered Dr. DOUDNEY. Those
friends who will be unable to attend are inviter'l to send a contribution towards the collection. The smallest sums will be thankfully
received.
The twenty-second Anniversary of the Brighton Home was held in the
Royal Pavilion on October 8th. A sale of work took place during the
day, the ladies realising a considerable sum thereby for the local
tranch of the Institution. In the afternoon a public meeting was held,
presided over by S. HANNIKGTON, Esq., J.P. Excellent addresses were
given by the Chairman and by the Revs. G. HEWITT, A, J. DAY, RA.,
A. J. BAx'rER, W. SINDEN, J. K. POPHA~I, and J. H. HALLETT. Notwithstanding unfavourable weather, a large assembly testified to their
interest in the Society's wlllfare.

SOLITUDE SWEE'l'ENED.
THE presence of a precious Christ, and His loving smiles, are indeed
the sweet portion of the lonely, suffering, ch9stened child of God.
Yes. thou suffering one, thy Father in Jesus is with you for ever. He
is with you to cheer your loneliness, to sweeten your solitude, to
sanctify your sorrow, to strengthen your weakness, to shield JOll from
your enemies, to pardon all your sins, and to heal all your diseases
" Art thou weak? His arm will lead thee
Safe through every danger, Lord;
Art thou hungry? He will feed thee
With the manna of His Word."-Bonar.
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;Jatbieros llnb Joficts .of ~ooks
Absolute J~tstice. London: Published by the Author.
WE have received several cupies of this anonymous little book, but
we consider that the Author is greatly mistaken in his ideas. He
states that human beings are perfectly" free agents," and that" they
have full and complete control over their own thoughts, words, and
actions;" that they were" created after the image of God, and made
actually small gods in themdel ves," "with full and complete power over
their own lives," and that thus they" make and control their own circumstances." Also he argues that "the world treats them exactly
thfl same as they treat the world." Consequently he affirms that all
ought to look to themselves as "the actual cause of all their troubles,
worries, losses, and illnesses =;' and tbat as on the oue hand they
"produce their own pains by thinking, saying, and doing things that
are bad," so on the other hand they" produce their own pleasures by
thinking, saying, and doing things that are good;" and he adds:" Blame yourself for everything that happens in your own circumstances
that you do not like;" and he appears to think that if this were
universally believed, remembered, and acted upon, it wcmld be a
panacea for all the ills of mankind. Surely any person possessing an
average amount of intelligence knows very well that this is not a correet
view of human life and circumstances. We are not absolutely free
agents, we were not so at our birth or in our childhood, and even in
our maturer years circumstances continuously happen to us over which
we have no control. It is perfectly true that to a ceTtain e):tent we
IJ.re able to control our circumstances; by imprudence and folly we
may bring upon ourselves much inconvenience and trouble, and by
prudence and care we may avert inconvenience and trouble, and procure
comforts and pleasures; but this is only so to a limited extent; beyond
that limited extent trouble and happiness, and pain and pleasure, come
to us repeatedly without our intervention.
Outlines in the Life of Ge01'ge HaTding. With Letters awl Original
Ve1·ses. Portrait Frontispiece. Price Is. 3d. and Is. Od. Fareham :
S. and M. A. Harding, 143, West Street. London: E. Wilmshurst,
Blackheath, S.E.
THE daughters of the late Mr. HARDING acted wisely when they
yielded to the urgent request of the friends of God's truth by
publishing this precious, though brief, record of their father's sixty
years' labours as a minister of the Gospel of the free grace of God.
It is altagether a touching narrative-humbly told by himself-and
will be gratefully appreciated by the "scattered and peeled" people
of God. The extracts from his dairy, extending over many eventful
years, exhibit with no little unction and power the work of the
Spirit in his own soul and experieuee, and tell to the glory of a
Covenant God the Divine faithfulness of which he tasted in the
midst of trials and afflictions peculiar to the pastor of the ransomed
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Church of God. 'Ve cordially recommend our readers to procure
this edifying little book, and to do their utmost to further its
circulation.

The Lives of Thne Bishops. By the Rev. CHARLES BULLOCK, B.D.
London: Home Words Publishing Office. Price 3s. 6d.
THE excellent Author of these" Lives," or "Autobiographies," as they
may almost be called, says that his aim has been in compiling them to
let each life, as far as possible, tell its own story, and the lessons of its
own experience; and we need scarcely add that he has well accomplished his aim. The lives here described are those of BISHOP FRASER,
of Manchester, BISHOP BICKERSTETH, of Ripon, and BISHOP RANNINGTON, of Mombasa, Africa. Separate biographies of these good
men have been published, but in this comparatively small volume the
principal incidents of their lives are set forth in a clear, interesting,
and instructive manner.
Ourselves; a Pict~bre sketched f,'om the History of the Child1"en of Israel.
By the latc BRowNLow N OR'l'H, B.A., Author of The Rich Man and
Lazarus, &c. London: Chas J. Thynne. Twelfth edition.
THIS is the substance of three lectures given by the late Author in
St. J ames's Hall, London, on The Child'ren of Ismel, and published by
the particular request of some of the persons who heard them. '1'he
need for a twelfth edition shows that it has been much appreciated.
Praye1's and Thanksgivings. London:
THESE Prayers and Thanksgivings are taken
TAYLOR'S Rules of Holy Living, and they are
arranged under appropriate heads with the
become more generally known and used.

Charles J'. Thynne.
from the saintly JEREMY
printed in this form and
view that they may thus

WE HAVE ALSO RECEIVED :-The Voice of Tnbth; Balances of T1'Uth;
The Sword and T"owel; The l1fetropolitan Pulpit; The Kensington Cong1'egational Pulpit; Seedtime and Hm'vest; Home W01'ds; The Fireside;
The Day of Days; The Ha1'vest of the Slwms, &c.
GOLD DUST.
OH, what a refreshing thought it is to the soul of that man who is
established in grace, that amidst all the fading, perishing things of
time and sense, there is one unspeakable mercy of our God that is
subject to no changes, and liable to no alteration or decay!
And this is not lent, but given. Every other blessing of the
world .may be, and indeed must be, sooner or later, recalled.
A day, an hour, may strip the possessor of all his enjoyments,
as the wintry' storm the leaves of the trees of the forest.
But the first, best, and comprehensive mercy of mercies is pledged in
Covenant engagements never to leave or forsake His people but to
be to them "the same yesterday, to·day, and for ~ever."- Dr.
Hawke1".

