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"'Vho comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort '....herewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 COR. i. 4.

OUT OF WEAKNESS MADE STRONG.

" But David encouraged himself in the Lord his God." -1 SAMUEL
xxx. 6.

THESE words stand connected closely with an incident in the
chequered history of DAVID, the pp.rport of which serves to illustrate
the frailties of GOD'S people, tdgether with the rich provision of
Divine grace to meet them. The most eminent Bible characters
were men-poor, weak, errant men-and the SPIRIT OF TRUTH has
faithfully recorded their lapses of conduct for the instruction of
GOD'S Church in after ages. " Let him that thinketh he standeth
take heed lest he fall" is a warning written in bold letters across the
inspired biographies of all the saints. We may, therefore, only
follow in "the footsteps of the flock" in so far as they were in
accordance with the leadings of the GREAT SHEPHERD of the sheep.
The conduct of DAVID, at the period to which the passage at the
head of this "Portion" refers, had fled for his life-through fear
and unbelief-from King SAUL, saying, "inhis heart," " I shall now
perish one day by the hand of Saul." It is true that he only said
this" in his heart," but the SPIRIT, who recorded the fact, searched
his heart, and found there the thought of unbelief. Of unbellef,
for he had already been anointed by GOD'S command to be SAUL'S
successor on the throne of Israel! Alas, how frail are flesh and
blood in the most favoured of " the household of faith! "
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The next false step in gracious DAVID was to make plans of escape
for himself. GOD-his own GOD-was not recognized in them.
They were entirely human, natural, and unworthy of a man of GOD.
"There is nothing better for me," he reasoned within himself,
" than that I should speedily escape into the land of the Philistines "
-that is, into the land of the enemies of Israel! He thought that
SAUL would not pursue him there. Thus, he trusted, not in the
LORD, but to his own foolish devices. True, his self-reliance for a
while prospered, but that was no evidence of his ways pleasing the
LORD. The worst thing possible is, sometimes, that a man should
be allowed his own way. The next step in godly DAVID'S mil;ltaken
course is seen in that he " dwelt with ACHIsH at Gath." This sad
fact reminds us of "righteous LOT" and his residence in wicked
Sodom. And into such close relations with the heathen king did
the LORD'S anointed enter that he proceeded to say to him, "If
I have now found grace in thine eyes, let them give me a place in
some town in the country, that I may dwell there: for why should
thy servant dwell in the royal city with thee?" This coveted
favour was granted. "Then ACHISH gave him Ziklag that day;
wherefore Ziklag pertaineth unto the King of J udah unto this day."
Alas, it is an evil time when the people of GOD ask, and accept,
gifts at the hands of the world, for" the friendship of the world
is enmity with GOD," and" no man can serve two masters." The
conscience of David seems to have become thoroughly dulled by
his self-sought courses, for it is written, " And the time that DAVID
dwelt in the country of the Philistines was a full year and four
months." On another occasion he similarly continued in a state of
guilty conviction for the space of nine months, till NATHAN was
sent by the LORD to charge upon him his sin with " Thou art the
man!" Yet, while DAVID enjoyed the hospitality of the Philistine
sovereign, he did not scruple to deceive him !-as we read in the
8-12 verses of our chapter. "And ACHISH believed DAVID! "believed his story of equivocation. Alas, into what depth of sin
may the first wrong step in the believer's life and conduct lead!
Yet, it seems almost impossible that DAvID-'--the self-same DAVID
who in the name of J EHOVAH had a few years before slain the
blaspheming giant of Gath-should now be found in the ranks of
the king of Gath and going up to fight against his brethren the
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children of Israel! "Now the Philistines gathered together all
their armies to Aphek: and the Israelites pitched by the fountain
which is in J ezreel. And the lords of the Philistines passed on by
hundreds and by thousands: but DAVID and his men passed on in
the rereward of ACHIsH. Then said the Philistines, What do these
Hebrews here? And ACHIsH said unto the princes of the
Philistines, Is not this DAVID, the servant of SAUL the king of
Israel, which hath been with me these days, or these years, and I
have found no fault in him since he fell faway] unto me unto this
day?" The expostulations of the Philistines with ACHISH presently
prevailed, and he proceeded to persuade DAVID to turn back.
"Wherefore," said he, "now return, and go in peace, that thou
displease not the lords of the Philistines." So set was the deceived
heart of DAVID, however, that he at first resented this proposal.
" And DAVID said unto ACHISH, But what have I done? and what
hast thou found in thy servant, so long as I have been with thee
unto this day, that I may not go fight against the enemies of my
lord the king?" Thus did DAVID esteem his brethren and
future subjects-JEHovAH's inheritance-his enemies, and account
himself aggrieved when a providential hindrance was put in his
way against his drawing the sword and shedding their blood! "So
DAVID and his men rose up early to depart in the morning, to return
into the land of the Philistines: and the Philistines went up to
J ezreel."
And now the scourge of Divine chastisement falls on the anointed
backslider. The long-suffering of his GOD had reached its limit.
Transgression must be visited with the rod and iniquity with
stripes, although the Covenant would not be forgotten by the
LORD, nor should His faithfulness be allowed to fail. DAVID and
his men come to Ziklag, where they expected to find their wives
and families and possessions, but, 10, the Amalekites had invaded
the South, had smitten the town, burning it to ashes, and taking
away captive all the women and children with much spoil. "And
DAVID and the people that were with him lifted up their voice and
wept, until they had no more power to weep. And DAVID'S two
wives were taken captives, AHINOAM the Jezreelitess, and ABIGAIL,
the wife [widow] of NABAL the Carmelite. And DAVID was greatly
distressed; for the people spoke of stoning him, because the soul
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of all the people was grieved, every man, for his sons and for his
daughters." Such were the deplorable straits into which the
unbelief and waywardness of the LORD'S servant had brought him.
But even here" the FATHER OF MERCIES" manifested Himself in a
way of sovereign grace, for it is significantly added-" But DAvID
encouraged himself in the LORD his GOD" (xxx. 6). How absolutely
free and unmerited is the mercy of JEHOVAH towards His ungrateful,
foolish, and oft-erring children. Now DAVID'S dire extremity is
the opportunity for" the LORD his GOD" to magnify His faithfulness. All human resources had come to an end, and there was
nothing left JESSE'S fugitive son but to cast himself anew upon" his
GOD." He had apparently lost his earthly all; but" his GOD"
remained to him. He remembered the LORD. Doubtless, his
first act would be one of confession and prayer. No peace and
consolation are possible while unconfessed and unforsaken sin lies
upon the conscience. " Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation"
is a petition which must follow, not precede, that other, "Wash
me throughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin;
for I acknowledge my transgressions; and my sin is ever before me.
Against Thee, Thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in Thy
sight; that Thou mightest be justified when Thou speakest, and
be clear when Thou judgest." A broken !J.eart and a contrite
spirit are, in our loving heavenly FATHER'S sight, of great price.
"If any man sin, we have an AdVOCATE with the FATHER, JESUS
CHRIST the RIGHTEOUS: and He is the propitiation for our sins."
Only through faith in that once-offered expiation can joy and rest
be restored to the soul of an errant child of GOD. Doubtless DAVID
also" encouraged himself in the LORD his GOD" by arguing with
his heart the preciousness, faithfulness, and suitability of the
Covenant promises. Owning that all failure and infirmity belonged
to himself, he would humbly plead: "Remember the Word unto
Thy servant, upon which Thou hast caused me to hope." The
" former years" of the right hand-the performing hand-of the
LORD his GOD would suggest encouragement in this "time of
need." Nothing serves more effectually to strengthen "little
faith" like reflection on past Divine deliverances. It was thus
the greatly tried Apostle PAUL argued with his exercised soul" Who delivered us from so great a death, and doth deliver; in
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Whom we trust that He will yet deliver us." When all things
seem to conspire against us, well it is to trust the same almighty
hand which has already delivered out of "six troubles," for it
will not become shortened in the seventh. DAVID, who in fleshly
fear had fled for refuge to the court of a Philistine king, learned
the bitter lesson" the way of transgressors is hard," but he also
learned, "There is forgiveness with Thee, that Thou mayest be
feared." Never is forgiveness more sweet to the soul than when
faith beholds the LAMB as GOD'S superabounding equivalent to
the baseness and vileness of sin. Probably, DAVID, in his profound
distress, felt that every stone threatened to be cast at him by his
exasperated followers at Ziklag was merited, just as subsequently,
when SHIMEI cursed him (2 Sam. xvi.) he replied, "So let him
curse, because the LORD hath said unto him, Curse DAVID." When
the heart of a child of GOD is truly softened and humbled under a
sense of self-baseness he freely owns to deserving the worst that
can be said or done against him. He makes no excuse, and seeks
no palliation for his offence. His sole confidence "is in the LORD
his GOD." He relies implicitly upon His revealed character as
" plenteous in mercy," "very pitiful," and, for CHRIST'S sake, as
forgetting and forgiving the transgressions of His penitent people.
Many are the cases recorded in Scripture of the affiicted saints
" encouraging" themselves in their Covenant GOD. Thus ISAIAH
(xxv. 4), "For Thou hast been a strength to the poor, a strength to
the needy in his distress, a refuge from the storm, a shadow from
the heat, when the blast of the terrible ones is as a storm against
the wall." Thus, too, the persecuted prophet JEREMIAH exclaimed
in his adversity, "0 LORD, my strength, and my fortress, and my
refuge in the day of affiiction" (xvi. 19). So also HABAKKUK,
" Although the fig-tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in
the vines; the labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall
:vield no meat; the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there
shall be no herd in the stalls; yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will
joy in the GOD of my salvation." These all, with others of the
New Testament people of God, overcame all that was against
them in the power of a faith whose credentials and foundations
were the sure Word of the ETERNAL GOD. They encouraged themselves in the LORD their GOD, and came off " more than conquerors."
THE EDITOR.
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UNDER-SHEPHERDING.
" Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock in [Greek]
the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the Church
of God, which He hath purchased with His own blood." -ACTS xx. 28.

THE anointed, glorified Son of God is the Chief Shepherd of the
blood-purchased "Church of the Firstborn." His Spirit-sent
ministers on earth are but under-shepherds. One of the many
wonders of the economy of the everlasting Gospel is seen in the fact
that the God of Truth has condescended to place the treasure of
His Word" in earthen vessels," and to make-not angels-but
grace-saved sinners of Adam's family the heralds of His salvation
message. Thus is He pleased to make manifest that the effective
power of the Gospel is not in the instrument of its publication, but
entirely in its almighty and sovereign Author. Forcibly is this
instructive fact asserted by the inspired Apostle Paul in his first
Epistle to the Corinthians, when he writes: "Who then is Paul,
and who is Apollos, but ministers by whom ye believed, e,en as
the Lord gave to every man? I have planted, Apollos watered,
but God gave the increase. So then neither is he that planteth anything, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the increase."
There is, however, an honour God puts on His chosen vessels of
earth. Like Gideon's pitchers, in which burning lamps were placed,
God's frail ministers bear, and hold forth, the light of life, and its
manifestation brings mighty victories to pass. To be a broken
pitcher in the Name of Jehovah is an honour unspeakably greater
than to wield a jewelled sceptre and to fill the greatest earthly
throne. The honour thus divinely bestowed on His ministering
servants by the God of salvation, notwithstanding, brings with it
no small responsibility, and at times the burden of this becomes
well-nigh insupportable. "Who is sufficient for these things? "
once exclaimed an Apostolic herald of " the glorious Gospel of the
blessed God" when contemplating the infinite preciousness of the
Word of salvation entrusted to his stewardship and the incalculable
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value of souls. " But our sufficiency is of God, Who hath also made
us able ministers of the New Testament: not of the letter, but of
the Spirit: for the letter killeth, but the Spirit giveth life"-was
the inspired answer. The selfsame source of ministerial ability
to-day sustains all true servants of Christ. The Spirit and the
Word need no human aids and accessories to make them sufficient
to accomplish the eternal purposes of grace. The faith of the
Lord's chosen people does not stand in the wisdom of men, but in
the power and truth of God. His blood-bought" flock of slaughter"
are not dependent for light and guidance on the fallible knowledge
of creatures, however intellectual, erudite, or eminent; for that
anointing which they receive from their ascended Head and Lord
" abideth in " them to teach their hearts the truth of the eternal
counsels of J ehovah. Yet, amongst the" gifts" which the ascended
One received for men, and gave forth on the day of Pentecost,
and ever since, were evangelists, shepherds, and teachers, "for
the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the
up-building of the Body of Christ."
Profoundly do these Christ-bestowed instruments recognise
the need of "taking heed" both to themselves and to the flock in
which the Holy Ghost has made them overseers, for they know
themselves to be frail, unworthy, and ignorant. They tremble
lest by any defect or blemish in their Gospel testimony, or error
in their walk, they should mislead or wrong the meanest member
of the flock of Christ. They seek, by much prayer, and study of
the Scriptures, to provide "good pasture" for both sheep and
lambs, and to divide rightly for them the Word of Truth. The
responsibility of attending to these holy things grows upon them
as years of ministry increase. Each succeeding opportunity of
ministering the Gospel of the grace of God serves to humble them,
and to make their tender consciences more sensitive to the personal
operations of the Holy Ghost. The business of handling the Word
of Truth becomes more and more sacred, and the gravity of declaring
"Thus saith the Lord" sometimes makes "the burden of the
Word" painfully oppressive. There is one aspect of the holy
calling of the sent servants of the great Head of the Church which
peculiarly exercises their souls, namely, the danger lest through
human frailty the Spirit Himself should be "grieved." This peril
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is very present to the mind in the pulpit.

And then when the
sermon-the message of salvation-has been delivered, what
crowds of thoughts arise in the mind of the messenger as he recalls
omissions made, ill-chosen expressions employed, precious truths
silently passed by, coldness and deadness of soul in the delivery
of the sacred tidings-and thus the Holy Spirit grieved! The
writer is peculiarly conscious of' this peril when conducting the
proceedings of the Olifton Oonference, and ever feels deeply grateful
to the Lord when each day closes without the occurrence of any
incident calculated to offend against the tender, sensitive, delicate,
living presence and operations of the Holy Ghost. A dear friend
lately called our attention to a passage in the" Life" of the late
Rev. William Pennefather, the founder of the Barnet and Mildmay
Oonferences, which shows how apprehensive he, too, felt on similar
occasions. Referring to the subject of a recently held Oonference,
that beloved servant of Ohrist wrote: " We got through the
Oonference very successfully and blessedly-but it is always a very
grave responsibility. I am led into deep conflict of soul respecting
it before it takes place. The Holy Spirit is quickly grieved, His
Divine love is more easily wounded than any human love can be.
A worldly element, a 'hysty' anxiety, an unguarded expression,
the slightest coldness towards a ' little one' in the family of God,
the presence of any such atmosphere dissipates the holy fragrance
of the Spirit's breath. I have seen a beautiful exotic blighted by
the introduction of a cooler temperature than it was accustomed
to, and I have felt the refreshing sense of the Holy Spirit's presence
withdrawn when an element has entered a meeting which partook
of earth rather than of heaven."
This beautiful passage exactly expresses the sense of the sacred
obligation to "endeavour" to keep the" unity of the Spirit" in
the bond of peace.
What need, then, have all ministers of the Word of the prayers
of their flocks and fellow-worshippers! If these few "Wayside
Notes" this month serve to stir up the intercessions of God's people
for their pastors and teachers in their responsible and often painful
work, the hands of many a toiler will be strengthened and many a
heavy heart will be gladdened. Even an Apostle of Ohrist impressed
on his flock his need of their prayers-" Brethren, pray for us."
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"0 Thou, who didst at Pentecost
Send down from heaven the Holy Ghost,
That He might with Thy Church abide
For ever to defend and guide;
Illuminate and strengthen, Lord,
The preachers of Thy holy Word.
"0 may Thy pastors faithful be,
Not labouring for themselves, but Thee;
And may they feed with wholesome food
The sheep and lambs bought by Thy blood;
And tending Thy dear flock, may prove
How dearly they the Shepherd love!
" That which the Holy Scriptures teach,
That, and that only, may they preach;
May they the true foundation lay,
Build gold thereon, not wood or hay;
And meekly preach, in days of strife,
The sermon of a holy life.
" As ever in Thy holy eyes,
And stewards of Thy mysteries,
May they the people teach to see
Not, Lord, Thy ministers, but Thee;
To see a loving Saviour's face
Revealed in all Thy means of grace.
"May they Thy Word with boldness speak,
And bear with tenderness the weak;
Not seeking their own things as best,
But what may edify the rest;
With wisdom and simplicity,
And, most of all, with charity.
"0 may Thy people faithful be,
And in Thy pastors honour Thee,
And labouring with them for them pray,
And gladly Thee in them obey;
And love the prophet of the Lord,
And gain the prophet's own reward! "

Clifton.

J. O.

OH, Christians, you live in a cheating age; many seeming Christians
have lost all, and many real Christians have lost much; so much, that
they are likely to see but little comfort in this world; who are likely
to go mournmg to the grave with that lamentation (Job XxL'{. 2, 3),
" Oh, that it were with me as in times past."-Flavel.
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WELL-SPRI:NGS.
" Then I told them of the hand of my God, which was good upon me ;
as also the king's words that he had spoken unto me."-NEH. n. 18.
IT is a most blessed occupation, when grace exercises the heart to
speak well of His Name, to rehearse the goodness of the Lord,
to testify of His abiding faithfulness, and to record His mercies
as set forth on behalf of grace-saved sinners. "They shall
abundantly utter the memory of Thy great goodness, and shall sing
of Thy righteousness," and His children indeed have cause! Now,
beloved, what a precious subject is before us! "The hand of my
God, which was good upon me, as also the king's words that he had
spoken unto me." Nehemiah knew of this, to his heart's comfort and
edification-the hand of his God was upon him for blessing, and he
testified of it under the sunshine of that experience. In verse 8 of
our chapter he acknowledges the letters of commission granted him by
the king Artaxerxes, as under Divine approbation. "And the king
granted me, according to the good hand of my God upon me," and in
our verse, "The hand of my God was good upon me." He needed it,
for his task was a great one, and his work was carried on under adverse
circumstances. His enemies were "livelv-strong," as the Psalmist
experienced them. But the Lord gave His secret to His dear servant.
" Neither told I any man what my God had put in my heart to do
at Jerusalem," and he was strengthened for his work, and helped
forward in it. The Lord laid His hand of blessing and approbation
upon Nehemiah, because He had called him to the work, and
hence the result-success. When J ehovah has a work to be done,
He chooses His servant and He qualifies that servant for that particular
work, with the result, He crowns it with success and blessing. Oh!
it is blessed to trace His hands at work for His children; to be silent
to Him as He moulds His clay, and brings forth" a vessel unto honour,
sanctified and meet for the Master's use."
Let us look at the subject (as it has recently been laid upon the
exercised heart of the writer) a little more closely, and may the Lord
bless the meditation to His children. For it is stupendously great
to contemplate.
The hands of Jehovah-Jesu8 at work for His
children! The work of Deity upon dust! Those hands created
them-" Thine hands have made and fashioned me," said Job and
David, and the marginal reference in Job x. and 8th verse
significantly gives the Hebrew" Thy hands took pains about me."
Yes, truly so; and the hands that could take pains about the fashioning
of His children in creation are infinitely more agile and delicatespeaking after the manner of men-concerning their new creation in
Christ Jesus! The hands that created a world. "Who knoweth
not in all these things that the hand of the Lord hath wrought this?
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In whose hand is the soul of every living thing, and the breath of all
mankind." How much more cunning were those hands in grace.
Hence, says Solomon in his love-song, "How beautiful are thy feet,
with shoes, 0 prince's daughter! The joints of thy thighs are like
jewels, the work of the hands of a cunning workman." And those hands
will be at work upon each object of grace all through life, until He
"shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto His
glorious body, according to the working whereby He is able to subdue
all things unto Himself." For time and for eternity His redeemed
children are in the hand of His eternal purpose, so that whatever
they meet with here below, it is "whatsoever Thy hand and Thy
counsel determined before to be done." Children of God, you and
your cause are in the hands and undertaken by "the hands of the
Mighty God of J acob " and you are" made strong" in Him thereby.
David knew the blessedness of this as he acknowledged, " In Thy hand
is power and might; and in Thine hand it is to make great, and to
give strength unto all." The hands of eternal purpose and the hands
of eternal power put forth on your behalf! And those same hands
which are over you in all your providential mercies, when as " Thou
openest Thine hand, and satisfiest the desire of every living thing"are over you in grace as He says, "I have covered thee in the shadow
of Mine hand, that I may plant the heavens and lay the foundations
of the earth, and say unto Zion, Thou art My people." And those
blessed hands were pierced for His people, that they might go free!
" They pierced My hands and feet! " but that precious blood engraved
their names indelibly upon those precious palms and " eternity cannot
erase" them, as sang the immortal Toplady. What a blessed word
was the utterance of Jesus to those fearful disciples, "Behold My
hands!" And that he should reveal Himself thus, and remind them
of those very hands which worked the miracles upon earth, which
dispensed the broken bread amongst them at the last supper, and
which were extended on the cross for them. Dear reader, when
circumstances seem adverse to you, when you are in a low place,
when your harp is on the willows, when you cannot see your evidences,
or the enemy is doing his deadly work in assaulting your soul,
may the Lord speak home these three words, and give you to look
up to Him in happy confidence that He is at work for you, and will
complete and perform it unto the day of Jesus Chris1r-" Behold
My hands!"
When the sons of Aaron were to be set aside for the priesthood
Moses was enjoined thus: "And thou shalt gird them with girdles,
Aaron and his sons, and put the bonnets on them; and the priest's
office shall be theirs for a perpetual statute; and thou shalt consecrate
Aaron and his sons." Ex. xxix. 9. See the margin for consecration" fill the hand of." That is just what the hands of our Great High
Priest are-filled with blessings for His people: blessings attended
His earthly ministry, of which He Himself testified in His message
to John-" Go your way, and tell John what things ye have seen
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and heard; how that the blind see, the lame walk:, the lepers are
cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, to the poor the Gospel
is preached." And those hands were uplifted for a parting blessing
ere He left them. "He lifted up His hands and blessed them; and
it came to pass, while He blessed them, He was parted from them,
and carried up into heaven." And in like manner He promises to
come again and bring blessings in His train. Then the final blessing
is reached, when He claims eternally His blood-bought regal rights
and wills that all His blood-washed, ransomed, returning ones be
with Him where He is! There," upon the right hand did stand
the Queen in gold of Orphir," and the work of those hands is
consummated.
Beloved, we have endeavoured, though but
feebly, to set forth those blessed hands of Jesus for the saints'
admiration. We have seen them in the Scriptures of truth at work
in creation, in providence, and in grace. We have looked upon
them in their ministerial work as the God-man trod this fallen earth
of ours, and how the hand of healing was laid upon the sick and
needy that they were recovered; then how those blessed hands were
pierced for our sins, and revealed again in resurrection, and extended
in blessing in ascension, and are up yonder ever at work for His dear
children until He comes again.
Ere closing let us glance once more at our text. Why Nehemiah
felt the hand of his God good upon him was that Jehovah was laying
His performing Hand upon His dear servant. It was a time of
national difficulty, when he could do nothing but" pray to the God
of heaven," and the Lord answered him by laying His hand upon
him, and it was felt to be good-" The good hand of my God." It
was the right hand of power and performance, and it ever brings
His children to their right posture-to be still, to watch and wait
while their God works and" performeth the thing appointed for me."
Now may our fears subside and our disturbed minds be at rest, if
things just now are seeming to be crooked and contrary to us. "The
hand of the Lord bringeth mighty things to pass," and He shows
His children this to their wondering and adoring eyes as He lays before
them, "little by little," His way, His will, and His work (and they
are all perfect) wrought out for them by the right hand of Him who
hath gotten Himself the victory." Oh little-faith child, of " no might,"
sit down, and in grateful silence, in child-like submission, seek grace
to watch thy Heavenly Father's hand at work, and see how He, alone,
out of that lump of clay-that marred, broken vessel, fit only to be
cast away, how He can bring out of it by "the skilfulness of His
hands," a thing of beauty and fitted to adorn the palace of the Great
King.
Ere these lines are read, it will have been our holy, happy privilege
to pass another blessed Conference at Clifton, and I trust we
may say, unto the strengthening of faith and edification of soul.
Truly, our lives are a testimony unto Divine faithfulness in a prayerhearing and performing God. His hands are ever at work for His
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children, and methinks 'tis well with us when He ties ours. For then
the lips and heart are moved more fervently to Him as we cry, " Lord,
I am oppressed; undertake for me." And He will! "He will lay
His right hand upon us, saying, Fear not." Thus," by prayer let
me wrestle, whilst He will perform."
And if the Holy Spirit have moved your heart under the consideration
that thus and thus He has done with those blessed hands for you,
and that you are hidden there in the hollow, in the shadow of His
hands-now may grace constrain you to go forth like Nehemiah
and testify of it. "Then told I them of the hand of my God, which
was good upon me; as also the king's words that he had spoken unto
me."
And the same success which attended John's ministry, because" the
hand of the Lord was with him"; or that of those men of Cyprus
and Cyrene, who preached unto the Grecians the Lord Jesus, and
proved "the hand of the Lord was with them," will attend eevn the
humblest and most insignificant servant (in his own eyes) as he
proves how the hand of his God was present to bless and upon him
for good.
May the Lord add His blessing and approval, for His own glory. Amen.
R.
"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY?"
JOB xlii.
" THEN Job answered the Lord, and said, I know that Thou canst do
everything, and that no thought can be withholden from Thee." The
late Rev. James Battersby, of Sheffield, made the observation that
there were three things that the patriarch Job knew perfectly, to his
peace and comfort. "I know that my Redeemer liveth" (Job xix.
25); "I know that I shall be justified" (Job. xiii. 18); and" I know
that Thou canst do everything, and that no thought can be withholden
from Thee." Well is it for us if we possess the same assurance, the
same knowledge, the same confidence in our Redeemer, as to call Him
my Redeemer, to know assuredly that He is the ransom price to redeem
my soul, and in His merits I shall be justified by, and have peace with
God, through our Lord Jesus Christ. If I know also that there is no
limit to His power, grace, and dominion, and that no breathing of prayer,
or thought, or desire Godward can escape the eye of His omniscience,
or fail to elicit the sympathy of the Father of mercies, the God of all
comfort, should I be disquieted at any trouble that might arise or the
enemy be permitted to fabricate against me? If we have but Job's
knowledge, we can be content to let all other knowledge go! How
is it that we fall so far short of Job's faith in this phase of it, that we do
not realize the omnipotent power of our God on our behalf to accomplish
His will or the purpose of His grace? Should we be disquieted, as
so often we are when things go contrary, if we had a present conviction
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that our own God would give us His blessing, that He can do everything and work all things for our good 1 Our hearts' desires lie open
to Him, and He loves us with unchanging love. Do we dishonour
Him when hard thoughts of our God and Saviour are permitted to
take possession of us 1 How these "I knows" of Job exalted and
honoured the Lord and magnified His great and holy Name! Let
us learn this lesson from Job, not to limit the Holy One of Israel by
our unbelief, but instead, " Ascribe ye greatness to our God."
"Who is he that hideth counsel without knowledge 1 therefore
have I uttered things I understood not; things too wonderful for me,
which I knew not." Who is he 1 His name is Job. He is convicted
by his own conscience and is his own accuser; the things of creation
surpass his understanding, how much more the mysteries of providence
and grace! He is humbled at the thought of ignorance, and of the things
which he said; how vain to try to reason with the Almighty! Now
he falls prostrate before Him.
"Hear, I beseech Thee, and I will speak: I will demand of Thee,
and declare Thou unto me." It is the attitude that God loves, the
teachable spirit that" will hear what the Lord God will say concerning
me," the declaration of the mind of God, that Job was so solicitous
about; he could not be content with any other but the words of
the Almighty. We have seen how earnestly he prayed Him to speak
to him, to settle the questions in his experience.
" I have heard of Thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye
seeth Thee. Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and
ashes." Faith's view of the Lord is conclusive. We ma, hear of
God, we may hear of His wonderful works; we may see His power
displayed in natural things: but it is all short of the mark to satisfy
the soul, till the manifestation of Himself to the heart take place,
which the Lord Jesus promised: "I will love him and manifest
Myself to him." It is nothing visionary, though many expect to see
a vision of the Lord. Our bodily eyes do not see the Lord, but the eye
of faith is so captivated with His excellency that we sink in self-abasement before Him, adore His person, and say of Him, " He is the chiefest
among ten thousand and altogether lovely." As the Lord is exalted
in our estimation, the creature is laid low in the dust; we abhor
ourselves, and repent truly of our sins. Sin is never so hateful as when
we get a sight of the holiness of our God. Much of the teaching and
the discipline of the Eternal Spirit is to bring us into this place, this
lowly attitude at His feet. Shall we ever be satisfied with our own
repentance or self-renunciation before Him 1 Yet Jehovah is satisfied
with our acknowledgment of our vileness, and then He washes us
in the blood of the Lamb, and perfectly justifies us, as He did Job.
" And it was so, that after the Lord had spoken these words unto
Job, the Lord said to Eliphaz the Temanite, My wrath is kindled
agamst thee and against thy two friends: for ye have not spoken of
Me the thing that is right, as My servant Job hath." There is nothing
but entire justification for Job, and wrath and censure for his three
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friends. "Not he that commendeth himself is approved, but whom
the Lord commendeth." It is marvellous to see the justification of
a sinner who takes the low place of confession of his sins before the
just and holy God. "Only acknowledge thine iniquity, that thou
hast transgressed against the Lord thy God" (Jer. iii. 13). "I said,
I will confess my transgression to the Lord, and Thou forgavest the
iniquity of my sin" (Psa. xxxii. 5). We have several instances in
the Word of God besides Job's: Ezra, Nehemiah, Isaiah, the prophet
Daniel, and John in Patmos were all justified in their confession of
sins, and approved and honoured and entrusted with His secrets.
Oh blessed justification, that clears a soul from all charge of guilt!
" Who shall lay anything to the charge of God's elect? It is God that
justifieth, who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea,
rather that is risen again, Who is at the right hand of God, Who also
maketh intercession for us." Not only has Job come out of the fiery
trial, but he is purified in the furnace, like gold, that shines more
brightly for the purging process. It is an example of how the Lord
exonerates from all blame His servants, silences every tongue that
rises up in judgment against His children, and resents the injury
done to His saints as done to Himself. "Whoso toucheth you
toucheth the apple of His eye."
"Therefore take unto you seven bullocks and seven rams, and go
to My servant Job, and offer up for yourselves a burnt offering; and
My servant Job shall pray for you: for him will I accept: lest I deal
with you after your folly, in that ye have not spoken of Me the thing
that is right, like My servant Job." In the short space of this verse
there is reiterated three times" My servant Job," as though Jehovah
would put abundant honour upon the service of the patriarch.
According to the Word of the Lord Jesus, " If any man serve Me, him
will My Father honour." Job was accepted in the Beloved, therefore
his prayers were accepted. His prayers were those of a righteous
man, availing much. 0 happy man, having constant access to the
mercy-seat and continually prevailing there!
"So Eliphaz the Temanite and Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar the
Naamathite went, and did as the Lord commanded them. The Lord
also accepted Job. And the Lord turned the captivity of Job, when he
prayed for his friends." He was a type of the prevailing Intercessor,
Who ever liveth to make intercession for us. How often since, when
the people of God find themselves cold and lifeless in prayer, the cases
of others borne on their hearts before God unloose their chains and
water their own souls with the dew of heaven and bring down blessings
on themselves as well as on those for whom they pray. Shame on us,
that we should be averse to such heavenly employment. "Ye have
heard of the patience of Job, and have seen the end of the Lord; that
the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender mercy." Nothing about his
impatience: that is blotted out! Though the Lord gave Satan
permission to try Job in the furnace of affliction, He looked on as a
refiner watches the precious metal, that it lose nothing but dross in
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the fire; and He brought Job out sustaining no loss. He was able to
do abundantly above all thought, so He multiplied his substance in
this manner.
"Then came there unto him all his brethren, and all his sisters,
and all they that had been of his acquaintance before, and did eat bread
with him in his house: and they bemoaned him, and comforted him
over all the evil that the Lord had brought upon him: every man also
gave him a piece of money and every man an earring of gold." "The
silver and the gold are the Lord's, and the cattle upon a thousand hills."
He is at no loss to multiply these to His servants. If He take away, He
has plenty of resources to restore. Sometimes His people look hither
and thither, and there seems no way to provide for their wants, then
He puts it into the heart of one of His many almoners, as He did in
many friends of Job, to recoup his loss and thus minister unto the
favoured object of His love; and because He is no man's debtor
He blesses them in giving as well as the one who receives. Let us
remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how He said, "It is more
blessed to give than to receive." If we believe it, shall we ever withhold when it is in our power to bestow ~
" So the Lord blessed the latter end of Job more than the beginning:
for he had fourteen thousand sheep, and six thousand camels, and a
thousand yoke of oxen, and a thousand she asses. He had also seven sons
and three daughters." The Lord does not thus multiply all His servants.
Some have sealed their faith with their blood, many more die in poverty
and under a cloud. "Even so, Father, for so it seemeth good in Thy
sight." Some who, like Job, have suffered many reverses and trials
in early days, are permitted to spend their latter days in peace and to
enjoy much freedom from anxious care in their old age, according to
that word in Ezekiel, "He that entereth in by the way of the. north
gate to worship shall go out by the way of the south gate; and he
that entereth in by the way of the south gate shall go forth by the way
of the north gate; he shall not return by the way of the gate whereby
he came in " (Ezek. xlvi. 9). The Lord is a righteous Judge. He gave
Satan leave to rob Job of all his substance and all his children by a
sudden calamitous stroke, to attack his health, and finally permitted
his three friends to try him in the tenderest part of his ,character,
accusing him of being a hypocrite before God and secretly wicked.
That was why such chastening came upon him. Therefore God will
justify Job before them all by restoring his cattle and multiplying
his possessions more than at the beginning. If He had doubled his
children, Job would not have expected to see the former ten in the
resurrection, but now he was assured of seeing them in the kingdom
of God. Had those seven sons and three daughters perished, the
Lord would have given twenty: for the margin reads, " He added all that
had been to Job unto the double." Do you think that thousands of
sheep, oxen, camels, and asses would compensate Job for ten lost
children ~ Every parent's heart emphatically answers, No! He
was justified by the Lord to Whom he presented the atoning sacrifice
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on behalf of those children, of whom he said, " The Lord gave, and the
Lord hath taken away," not driven away, or, as Belial cruelly said,
" Cast them away for their transgression" (Job viii. 4). It is written,
"He had also seven so"ns and three daughters "-that" also" is worth its
weight in gold. Let us be particular not to miss or overlook the little
words of Scripture, divinely inspired. Let cavillers say what they
will, we would not leave out that word also, for it shows the other ten
were not lost, but gone before: they were still a part of the family,
though they had crossed the narrow stream. "Also" means, in like
manner as the cattle were doubled, or in addition to the family, part
of whom were safe at home in heaven.
o ye whose hearts are bleeding from sudden and distressing
circumstances connected with the taking away of loved ones, this
chapter is "written for your learning, that ye from patience, and
comfort of the Scriptures, might have hope." Put forth a cry that
will enter unto the ears of the Lord of hosts. Ask Him to speak to
your hearts, and listen for it. "He will be very gracious unto you
at the voice of your cry; when He shall hear it He will answer you."
So from the dregs of a bitter cup you shall extract the sweetest drops
of comfort. Job would sorrow no more for his children, when he was
assured that they were entered into the kingdom of heaven.
"And he called the name of the first Jemima (Handsome as the Day);
and the name of the second Kezia (Cassia); and the name of the third
Keren-happach" (the Home or Child of Beauty). By the names to his
three daughters Job showed his faith and satisfaction in his God. They
were all beautiful in his eyes; and the second was called after the
symbol of Love, because love divine was in the gift. If we receive
our children from the hand of God, they must be beautiful in our eyes
as His bestowment upon us, and what comes from God must go back
to Him again. It is unspeakable comfort to recognize His proprietorship in them, and to tell Him He will be more glorified in their salvation
than in their destruction.
" And in all the land there were no women so fair as the daughters
of Job: and their father gave them inheritance among their brethren."
This is a foreshadowing of the heavenly inheritance, where there is
neither male nor female, but all are one in Christ Jesus. Our rich
Father gives all His children alike, and bountifully provides an
inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away; and
all who are born of God must partake the heirship.
" After this Job lived an hundred and forty years, and saw his sons
and his sons' sons, even four generations. So Job died, being old
and full of days:" "For thou shalt see thy children's children, and
peace upon Israel." So the promise was fulfilled to the patriarch, and
he lived many years in peace and plenty, and at last reached the
home of his Father, and saw his Redeemer face to face, Whom he
saw by faith on earth. Let me die the death of the righteous, and
may my last end be like Job's!
MARY.
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"THE MYSTERY AND MARROW OF THE BIBLE IN GOD'S
COVENANTS."-No. V.
By FRANCIS ROBERTS, M.A., :1657 A.D.-Edited by
the REV. J. E. WALKER, M.A.

(Oontinued from page 599).

IN the next chapter the author enters into the general doctrine of
the Covenant of Grace, which he prefers to call the Covenant of Faith,
as thus directly distinguished from the Covenant of Works. To this
name there is, however, one objection-that in this Eternal Covenant
there are embraced, as we rejoice to know, not only in its outward
administration,* but in its inward grace, "all elect infants" (in the
cautious phrase of the Westminster Confession) "dying in infancy."
Private judgment may surely hope that all children, so dying, are
within the gracet of this blessed Covenant, and that in this also Christ
shall" have the pre-eminence." But where Holy Scripture is silent
faith will rest upon the words of the patriarch: "Shall not the Judge
of all the earth do right? "
'There is no need to repeat, as our author does at times, what has
already been said in the earlier chapters, and therefore it will be
sufficient to glean from his sacred wisdom some sayings of new
illumination and truth.
He defers a more full discussion, as to how far the Covenant of Works
was abolished, until the Sinaitic Covenant passes under review, only
contenting himself with observing that that first Covenant was abolished
absolutely and entirely "in respect of affording righteousness and
justification unto life." In other words, it was abolished as a Covenant,
but retained as a condemnation, for it is the expression of the Divine
character and righteousness, and under its curse all sinners, unquickened
unto faith in Christ and His justifying righteousness, are still abiding.
Our author has these striking words, which reveal the solemn truth
of the permanent enduring of the substance of the Covenant in the
requiring of a perfect obedience that God's righteousness might be
satisfied: "Adam represented and sustained the persons of all
mankind. In his disobedience all mankind disobeyed,t and in his
death for that disobedience all mankind died also. In like manner
Christ represented and sustained the persons of His spiritual seed. In
His~obedience all the elect obeyed, and in His justification upon His
obedience (as Surety and Sponsor) all the elect partake (by His obedience
and righteousness imputed) unto justification unto life. So, then, the
* 1 Cor. vii. 14.
t The salvation of infants dying in infancy is a great mystery. They must
be quickened and made a new creation, as well as redeemed. That Holy
Scripture allows this to be possible, cf. St. Luke i. 15.
t The testimony of the eminent Sir Matthew Hale to this truth is quoted in
an admirable sermon upon Rom. v. 19, in "The Lime Street Lectures," p. 114.
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first Adam disobeyed-What ~ The Covenant of Works. Christ,
the Last Adam,rpobeyed-What ~ The Covenant of Works." Thus
the obedience of the Son of God, and His death and passion, in which
the curse of the broken Law and Covenant of works was suffered for our
redemption, testify to the everlasting life belonging to the righteousness
expressed in that Covenant. Though the Covenant is annulled,
the righteousness lives to require at the hands of our Divine Surety,
God Incarnate, the death of the curse as its satisfaction* (1 Pet. i. 1-7,
and 18-21).
Our author, then, enters upon the causes which moved the Eternal
Love to make a Covenant of Mercy in the Blessed Son for the restoration
of those who had transgressed under the first Covenant. All these
are to be attributed only to "the inward and eternal impulses of God's
mere grace and mercy." The riches of His grace alone moved Him
to enter into this Covenant of Mercy, for-as our author says-" This
gracious act of God was not only without, but contrary to, all grounds
of delight in lapsed .and fallen man, who had lost all the image of God,
and become wholly deformed, defiled, and unlovely through the image
of Satan. Therefore, as God singularly commended His love to us, in
that whilst we were yet sinners Christ died for us, so He singularly
commended the same love to us in that, whilst we were yet sinners,
Christ was freely promised to us," and he adds: "Then his transgression
under the Covenant of Works became a mere heap of misery. And,
all things considered, mankind was never so hopelessly miserable since
the Creation as between the breaking of the Covenant of Works and
God's revealing, in the firllt promise, of the Covenant of Faith. For
at that time there was no foundation of hope, nor shadow of hope, left
to man. He had no covenant or promise to lean upon, the Covenant
of Works heing broken and the Covenant of Faith not yet revealed.
He had no righteousness to rest upon; not his own, for he had lost it;.
not the righteousness of Christ (the Mediator of the New Covenant), for
that was not yet made known. He had no attribute of God to comfort
himself with, for he had made himself an utter enemy to God. (Only
guilt was with him; only death was before him. Now in this utmost
extremity of misery God proclaims a Covenant of Faith in Christ,"
(and he quotes Jerome's words), " And unto the (first) Adam on earth
God promised the (last) Adam from heaven." The second reason
which moved the Eternal Grace to this covenant-mercy is that God's
purpose of everlasting love according to election might stand fast for
ever. And our author quotes St. Paul's inspired witness to this
election of grace in Eph. i. 4-6. "These, the election, are called
vessels of mercy, the sheep of Christ, given Him of the Father. God's
counsel according to election is most sure and unchangeable " (Rom.
viii. 29, 30). A third reason follows: That the election of grace may
* Absolute textual authority is found for the marginal reading; " H~ving died
to that, wherein we were held," in Rom. vii. 6, and thus it is seen that, though
the Covenant is abolished as a. Covenant, its righteonsness lives to inflict death
on the sinner, or the Surety of elect sinners.
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have God's promises assured to them under covenant and oath. "The
Covenant of Works, founded upon Adam's mutable obedience-mutable
because he was a creature-being broken, God revealed a Covenant
of Faith, founded upon Christ and His perfect obedience, Who is
perfectly unchangeable, 'the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever,'
that so the Covenant might be inviolably sure unto all that believe
into Him " (Rom. iv. 16).
"Thus God's glory in Christ is wonderfully advanced. The midnight
of misery is turned into a day-spring of mercy. God's covenantadministration renders Him eminently glorious. He permits man to
lose his own righteousness, which was mutable, that He may clothe
him with the 'Righteousness of God,' which is immutable. He
permits him to be involved in misery, that he may be embraced with
the greater mercy. He permits man to be wounded to the death,
that He may more illustriously discover the necessity of the Mediator
of the New Covenant, Jesus Christ, for healing and for life. He
permits man to lose Eden, that in Christ he may gain heaven." Our
author again insists upon the truth that" the revelation of the mystery
of the Gospel is of great antiquity, even from the beginning of the
world, and that they who think there is no Gospel but in the New
Testament, do greatly err, not knowing the Scriptures nor the grace of
God, for the Gospel is preached by the law and the prophets (Gal. iii.
8, 17), and indeed to Adam, presently after the Fall, in the promise of
the woman's seed." And he reiterates that" the faithful were saved in
the selfsame way for substance under the Old Testament that they are
who live under the New, for they had for substance the same Covenant
of Faith that we have, though under more imperfect and obscure
administrations; the same Mediator Jesus Christ, ' the same yesterday'
(Heb. xiii. 8, 20), though then revealed under the veil of types, shadows,
and promises, now exhibited with open face; the same Spirit of Christ;
the same justifying faith (Rom. iv. 1-17; Heb. xi.); and they
expected the same glorious and eternal life in heaven, that we expect.·
But here is the difference. The Church and people of God under the
Old Testament were in their spiritual infancy, and, as a child under age,
were put under tutors and governors, under a more servile administration of the Covenant of Grace, but now, under the New Testament, the
Church has come to spiritual maturity, like an heir come to age, and
the people of God are spiritually a more free people under a more free
and spiritual covenant-administration." This cannot be too strongly
urged in the present day, when the precious truths and experience of
the Old Testament are exposed, not only to the open assaults of the
falsely-called and destructive "higher criticism," but also--a sadder
peril because made often by those claiming to be of higher spirituality
than their brethren-by the ultra-dispensational teaching, which in
direct opposition to such Divine testimonies as those contained in
Acts xv. 16, 17; Eph. ii. 11-16; Heb. ii. 12-in which it is surely
" Heb. xi. 13-16.
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distinctly implied that the New Testament Church is yet for substance
no new and separate building, newly erected, but the old, rebuilt,
widened, and beautified exceedingly-depreciates the Old Testament,
degrades the election of grace under that Covenant-administration
into " an earthly people," thrusts aside all the gracious experience of
the Psalms and the Canticles, and denies the unity of the Churcha unity founded upon the one eternal covenant of life, which is the
Church's charter, hope, and foundation (Cant. vi. 9; Rom. xi. 17)
through all ages, patriarchal, legal, and evangelical. So our author's
contention is justified that-in the words of inspiration-the mystery
revealed in the Gospel is that" the Gentiles should be fellow-heirs and
of the same body and partakers of God's promise in Christ by the
Gospel." One eternal covenant, one Mediator, one redemption and
justifying righteousness necessitate one Church, one body mystical, one
Bride of the Lamb, "slain from the foundation of the world" in
Covenant-purpose. Is not the true reason of the silence that has fallen
upon covenant-truth, even though our Blessed Lord (Himself the
Mediator) in the words of holy institution, said at the Feast of love
immediately before His death and passion, as the Lamb of the Eternal
Covenant, gave His divine seal to that truth, to be chiefly found in
the well-grounded, but most unhappy suspicion, entertained by the
free-will heresy of the present day, that grace and predestination
are indissolubly and necessarily attached and united to covenant-truth ~
[To be continued.]

"I WILL IN NO WISE CAST OUT."
THIS word" in no wise," cutteth the throat of all objections; and it
was dropped by the Lord Jesus for that very end, and to help the
faith that is mixed unbelief. And it is, as it were, the sum of all
promises; neither can any objection be made upon the unworthiness
that thou findest in thee that the promise will not assail.
But I am a great sinner, sayest thou. "I will in no wise cast out,"
says Christ. But I am an old sinner, sayest thou. "I will in no wise
cast out," says Christ. But I am a hard-hearted sinner, sayest thou.
"I will in no wise cast out," says Christ. But I am a backsliding
sinner, sayest thou. "I will in no wise cast out," says Christ. But
I have served Satan all my days, sayest thou. "I will in no wise cast
out," says Christ. But I have sinned against light, sayest thou. " I
will in no wise cast out," says Christ. But I have sinned against
mercy, sayest thou. "I will in no wise cast out," says Christ. But
I have no good thing to bring with me, sayest thou. "I will in no
wise cast out," says Christ. Thus I might go on to the end of things,
and show you that still this promise was provided to answer all
objections, and doth answer them. But I say, what need it be if
they that are coming to Jesus Christ are not sometimes, yea, oftentimes, heartily afraid that Jesus Christ will cast them out. Jesus
says, " I will in no wise cast out."
JOHN BUNYAN.
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HIS HANDS.
"Behold My Hands."-LuKE XXIV. 39.

HANDS of pity, power, and love!
See them in the God-man move;
Let those Hands outstretched for "me,"
Bless me with the sinner's plea.
Luke XVlll. 13.
Hands upon those infants laid,
Words of blessing with them said;
Let those Hands, outstretched for "such,"
Bless me with a children's" much."
Matt. xix. 13-15.
Luke vii. 47.
Hands. of healing, wondrous power,
Working miracles each hour,
Let those Hands ne'er wearying-now
Cool and calm this fever'd brow.
Matt. Vlll. 15.
Hands that lift the wounded heart,
Under aching, burdened smart;
Let those Hands, outstretched for me.
Bless me in Gethsemane.
Matt. XXVI. 36-44.
Penalty for sin, here paid,
Jesus! in the sinner's stead!
Let those Hands, outstretched for me,
Bless me thence from Calvary.
Luke XXlll. 42, 43.
Hands, High-priestly, ere He parts
From those saddened, anxious hearts;
Let those Hands uplift for me,
Bl€ss me thus at Bethany.
Luke XXIV. 50.
Jesus! with those Hands of Thine,
Come and bless this heart of mine ;
Thus with Hands once raised for me,
Blells me, through Eternity.
Rev. i. 16.

Sept. 21, 1906.

RUTH COWELL.

IT is a marvellous thing when the sinner discovers that he is lost,
and a still more marvellous revelation when the lost sinner meets
the Saviour of the lost.-R. C. Chapman.
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A VISIT TO TOPLADY'S "ROCK OF AGES."
FRIDAY, Oct. 5th, 1906, will ever be a day of happy memories and
pleasant retrospect to a few friends who, under the leadership of
the Rev. James Ormiston (the day after the closing of the Conference),
joined in an outing to Burrington Coombe and Blagdon, the scene of
the ministerial labours of the beloved Augustus Montague Toplady.
Favoured as regards the weather, and conscious of the approval and
divine smile of Him to Whom our way had been committed,
eleven of us started from Bristol station mid-day, and travelled
comfortably to Langford, where a brake was requisitioned to drive
us to Burrington Coombe, amidst charming scenocy and the
exhilarating air of the Mendip hills.
Burrington Church was
passed, with its low tower and small spire, nestling amid the fine trees,
clad now in their autumn tints. Although a halt was not made here,
we know that among the several points of interest in connection with
this church was a mon,ument to the Right Honourable Hiley Addington
(who came into possession of Langford Court in 1804, and was brother
to Lord Sidmouth), and to Mrs. J ackson, who were shipwrecked off
Dundalk, with an epitaph written by Hannah More, who lived in the
neighbourhood, at Barley Wood. From the model village of Burrington
the road leads to Black Down and Beacon Batch, the highest point
in the Mendip range, being 1,067 feet above sea-level. History tells
how the Burrington Cavern was a place of sepulture, as no fewer
than fifty human skeletons were discovered there. The rocks of
mountain limestone displayed a remarkable inclination in their
strata, whilst the most lovely grassy swards intercepting added
beauty to the scenery. We soon arrived at the point of interest at
the near end of the Coombe: the historic "Rock of Ages." Yes,
there it stood, with its slanting blocks of limestone, and its rent chasm,
in all its silence and grandeur towering above us, and we pictured
to ourselves the frail form of that beloved man of God who, tradition
asserts, took shelter therein from the storm, and was inspired to pen
that ininiitable hymn" Rock of ages, cleft for me," based upon Isaiah
xxvi. 4. How one's thoughts triwelled to that far higher covert,
that unfailing security and safe refuge in the pierced side of Jesus,
our Rock and Hiding Place, and how mercy has placed us there,
whence none can remove us. That rock upon which we looked
will one day fall and be dissolved, but our Rock and Toplady's
Rock will abide. " The Lord liveth, blessed be my Rock, and let the
God of my salvation be exalted."
"The sun and moon shall hide their light,
The stars shall sink in endless night.
The things of nature all decay,
Shall waxen old and pass away.
But they who in the Lord confide,
That shelter in His riven side,
Shall see the danger overpast,
Bide every storm and live at last."

But we had to hasten on and reluctantly leave the spot of
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interest and reverie. Dr. Alexander kindly collected some fragments
of the rock for some of our party who wished to add to their curios,
and we returned into the main road and now made for Blagdon.
Through beautiful park scenery this picturesque village was reached,
and a direct start for the Church was made. It is situated on a lofty
eminence, with its magnificent tower overlooking a perfect panorama,
and the lake, which is about two miles long and one broad, and which
greatly added to the charm of the scenery around. Truly, just then
all nature smiled, and the sun suddenly shining out not only gladdened
us, but added fairness to the scene, and one's soul felt that the Lord
was smiling upon us and delighting to gladden our hearts. What a
paradox it would be to. the world! How they would wonder at our
enthusiasm and gladness to visit the spot where 144 years ago a quiet,
unpretentious, frail young man had lived and laboured to preach the
everlasting Gospel of the despised and rejected One of men. We are
quickly in the interior of the edifice, and wandered through its
silent aisle in sweet contemplation. How quaint those old high-backed
pews, then the long gallery reaching from side to side, the high
vaulted roof unbroken by chancel arch! But we turn instinctively
to the pulpit, and wonder if it can be the very same whence the
immortal Toplady preached the unsearchable riches of Christ. Blagdon
had had its "candlestick." Doubtless under "the foolishness of
preaching" sinners had been born again according to Divine ordination,
and their precious redeemed dust in yonder churchyard lay awaiting
the archangel's trump. But of his ministry here we are scantily
informed in his memoir. "He was inducted into the living of Blagdon,
in Somersetshire, shortly after his initiation into the ministry, which
was procured by friends in a manner very unusual; but so scrupulous
was he, when acquainted with the circumstance, that he was not easy
until he had resigned it."
Our own beloved pastor felt it to be a sacred privilege to stand in
the pulpit, aye, and to engage in silent worship to Toplady's God and
his !
But there is a special interest in the tower at the west end of the
church, and I find since our visit that all but the tower of Blagdon
church was rebuilt in 1822, and it may be of passing interest to add
that Meric Casaubon, and Langhorne, the translator of Plutarch's
Lives, were incumbents here. A movement was made a few years
ago to erect a brass tablet to the memory of the subject of this sketch,
and the inscription runs as follows ;" In memory of
AUGUSTUS MONTAGUE TOPLADY,

Clerk in Holy Orders,
Author of ' Rock of Ages,'
Curate in sole charge of the parish
1762-1764,"

Whose remains now lie buried beneath the Whitefield Memorial Church,
London."
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At this point Mr. Ormiston produced and read to us a most
interesting manuscript document bearing Toplady's signature,
concerning his exchange of the living of Harpford for Broad Hembury.
The former church, I was privileged to visit with the late beloved
Rev. Francis Hoare and family when during a delightful visit to
Devonshire we inspected many of the haunts of the beloved Toplady
in that neighbourhood. In the diary of this dear man of God this
period of his life is referred to, and makes the MS. which Mr. Ormiston
handed round for us to see doubly interesting: "Sat. 23.-Continued
at Exeter until the afternoon. Before dinner, ~'1r. Luce and I made
a formal resignation of our respective livings, before Mr. Geare and
two other witnesses. Having signed and sealed the instruments of
resignation, we left them with ~. Geare, to be transmitted to the
bishop. Prosper Thou the work of our hands upon us, yea, prosper
Thou our handiwork, Supreme Disposer of all things! May Thy
glorious majesty, and Thy gracious blessing, be upon us for Thy
mercies' sake in Jesus Christ! Amen."
And now ere we leave, our voices blend in singing, under the tall
tower, as Mr. Ormiston gives out verse by verse" as in the original,"
and so suitably called" A Living and Dying Prayer for the Holiest
Believer in the World," and which, as I suppose every reader of the
Gospel Magazine knows, first appeared in its pages :" Rock of Ages, cleft for me."

And at the close he prayed that one and all might know in experimental
sweetness and living reality the sentiments expressed in the hymn
that we had been singing together. It was a sweet moment; one's
thoughts winged upward to the glory where dear Toplady with that
redeemed throng around the Throne are ceaselessly praising "their
faithful Creator and mine," and looked forward with earnest desire
(to use the same dear poet's language).
" I, too, at the season ordained, their chorus for ever will join."

It was a blessed hope that each one of that little company was a
partaker of the grace of God-that as "members one of another"
and of one body in our Living Head, we could each sing, moved by the
same Spirit as the poet whose memory we were delighting to honour ;" As from the lute soft music flows,
Obedient to the skilful hand;
So, tuned by Thee, my spirit owes
Her harmony to Thy (}ommand.
" Touched by the finger of Thy love,
Sweet melody of praise I bring;
Join the enraptnr'd hosts above,
And feel the bliss that makes them sing."

And now our little party wended their way to the village, dear
" Nettie" amongst us, who is the happy possessor of Toplady's own
hymn book, dated 1776, and of which our readers, by referring to the
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special Toplady number of The Gospel Magazine in 1899, may see the
facsimile, as also much interesting matter concerning his life, collected
as a labour of love by the present Editor. And after tea our return
journey was made, the time passing in holy and profitable conversation
one with another, happy in the Lord and strengthened and stimulated
again to follow after those who have obtained the promises, and whose
sole desire while on earth was, in dear Toplady's language :"For heaven alone my heart prepare,
And have my conversation there;
Possess a soul that fain would be,
Lord, only intimate with Thee."

With a fragrant memory, and a desire to abundantly utter the
memory of His great goodness, we go forth again, renewed and strengthenedin heart, and with increased desire upward, homeward, heavenward,
after those" whose faith follow, receiving the end of their conversation,
Jesus Christ" (theirs and ours), "the same yesterday, to-day, and
for ever."
The Clerical Directory, now, gives no "Toplady." Anyhow, there
was never to us a second Toplady. But" he being dead yet speaketh,"
and hearts to-day are ofttimes cheered and blessed as they sing, "A
debtor to mercy alone"; "Jesus, immutably the same"; "Encompassed with clouds of distress"; "Inspirer and Hearer of prayer" ;
" Object of my first desire"; "Your harps, ye trembling saints," etc.
The hymns live, and our God uses them for His glory. I rect\ll one
instance in the life of my own beloved father, George Cowell, who, in
giving out the linei of our hymn on one occasion, was led to emphasize
it:"Rock of Ages cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee."

The words were used by the Holy Spirit, and made the means of
blessing to a young lady who had gone to hear him. A few weeks later,
when she lay dying, she blessed God with her expiring breath that the
Holy Spirit had in those emphasized lines shown her her personal need
of a Saviour, and that Jesus had become her Salvation, and Substitute,
and Hiding-Place.
R.
HEARING PRAYER.
(JOB xxii. 27; PSALM iv. 3; xxxiv. 15, 17; XCI. 15; cxlv. 19;
ISAIAH xxx. 19; lviii. 9; lxv. 24; JER. xxix. 12; ZECH. xiii. 9;
MATT. xxi. 22; JOHN xiv. 13; xv. 7; xvi. 23, 24; JAMES v. 15;
1 JOHN iii. 22; v. 14, 15.)
" THAT were a grief I could not bear,
Didst thou not hear and answer prayer;
But a prayer-hearing, answering God,
Supports me under every load."
COWPER.
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NOTES ON THE LATE CLIFTON CONFERENCE.
AGAIN we have been privileged to meet together at the Clifton
Conference. And already, before a week has passed, one of our number
who addressed us with such sweet fervour, the venerable Dr. Baedeker,
has joined the redeemed in glory, and from the contemplation of Jesus
now sees J eSU1\. "He is coming, He is coming, He is coming to take
His people soon! He will not tarry; already the sounds are in the
air! " he exclaimed during his address. And God did not tarry. He
did come soon for His faithful servant. We are all the poorer, but he
has the" far better" for evermore. The weather was unfavourable,
but there was a very good attendance notwithstanding. The proceedings
opened on Tuesday the 2nd with silent prayer, after which the Convener,
the Rev. J. Ormiston, read part of St. John xvii., and subsequently,
after a hymn and prayer, addressed a few words of kindly welcome to
the Forty-Fourth Clifton Conference, twenty-seven of which he had
himself convened. He alluded to his sermon of the previous Sunday
evening in reference to the subject of the Conference, "Prayer: Waiting upon God, and Waiting for God," in the case of Nehemiah,
and called attention to the fact that there was an interval of four
months between the recorded prayer in the first chapter and the
unrecorded prayer in the second chapter-an interval of waiting for
God.
Canon Head, Vicar of Clifton, opened the subject by observing
that Mr. Ormiston had struck the keynote in his address. He spoke
of waiting upon God being as it were in the ante-chamber of the King,
and proceeded to consider in the first place the attitude of waiting
upon God, and emphasized the necessity of a right spirit in approaching
God, knowing that we had a right to approach Him, and, having
ascertained this, dwelt on the attitude when there of waiting patiently
upon God (Ps. xxxvii. 7:; Ps. xl. 1). See also the case of Esther, when
she went to plead the cause of her country. She did not rush into the
king's presence. She stood patiently waiting in the court, until he
held out the golden sceptre to her. Elijah, on Mount Carmel, waiting
upon God, sent his servant seven times to see if there was any sign of
rain.
Thirdly: My expectation when there. There is a beautiful
expression in Ps. cxxiii. 3. The eyes of a servant-she has a patient,
voiceless attention, and watching, acts at once on the slightest motion.
It is the attitude of intense expectation. Then, it is an expectation
built upon the promises of God, and therefore cannot fail. And it is
a waiting upon the Word. Moses after forty years' waiting thought
he was not the man appointed to deliver Israel from Egypt, but God's
time had arrived and His promise and purpose were to be fulfilled.
Then as Elisha commanded the widow to bring empty vessels to be
filled, so we bring our empty vessels and He fills abundantly,
marvellously. He fills we know not how,· but He does fill and satisfy.
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After another prayer and hymn, the Rev. W. T. Turpin, of Eastbourne,
continued the subject of waiting upon God, alluding to Jude 20, 2l.
The days of apostasy are evidently upon us. But ye, beloved, buildingpraying-keeping-looking. How can we build except by constant,
prayerful study of God's Word and constant intercourse with Him ?
God was manifest in the flesh, and was for us the example of what true
prayer is, not only in receiving from God, but in communion also. See
at His baptism, at His transfiguration, in His agony, the perfect Man of
Prayer. Fifteen times are His prayers recorded in the Gospels. One
man only, the Perfect Man, understands th\l hearts of men. The
conditions absolutely indispensable for waiting upon God are silence,
secrecy, solitude, and aloneness, and there must be submission and
correspondence. This Divine correspondence Mr. Turpin aptly illustrated by the Marconi wireless telegraphy.
Mr. David Baron, of London, was the last speaker for the morning,
and in a very thoughtful and spiritual way he expounded Ps. lxv. 2 :
" 0 Thou that hearest prayer, unto Thee shall all flesh come." Our
prayers and hopes and expectations and faith rest on God's certainty
and fulness. He is EI-Shaddai-all sufficient. In this verse we have
a name for God and a name for man. God, the hearer of prayer, and
man-flesh. Experimentally, we know His preciousness only if men
and women of prayer. Mr. Baron drew attention to Psalm xxv., which
consists of twenty-two verses, and is in the original an acrostic. It is
a Psalm which is the spiritual experience of God's children in all ages
and countries-" Unto Thee, 0 God, do I lift up my soul." Oppressed
with sinful nature, rise from earth to ascend to the hills of J ehovah.
Not a natural or, easy aim. It is natural to cleave to the dust.
Then in verse 2: "0 my God, I trust in Thee." My God (see in
Ps. xvii., " God, even our own God "). In verse 3 there is a description
of mankind in two aspects, and a summary of their experience. They
that wait on the Lord shall not be ashamed. They may have a sad
lot in this world and be of no account amongst men, but there is a day
coming in which shall be made manifest their joy and triumph. "Show
me Thy ways, 0 Lord; teach me Thy paths. Lead me in Thy truth
and teach me, for Thou art the God of my salvation; on Thee do I
wait all the day." Each a full prayer for guidance. "Lead me in Thy
truth," more minute guidance. The real meaning of the passage is
much more forcible than our translation. It is more like this paraphrase: "Oh lead me as a father leads his infant child when teaching
him to walk."
At the close of Mr. Baron's helpful address the benediction was
given, and the morning meeting closed, to be resumed in the evening,
when, after silent prayer, a hymn, and the reading of Ps. cxxxiii. by
the Convener, and prayer by Mr. Bergin, the venerable Dr. Baedeker
gave his last address at the Clifton Conference, excepting the following
afternoon, when he spoke at the meeting for the Lord's work at home
and abroad, upon that country which lay nearest to his heart-Russia.
This opening address on Tuesday evening he began by remarking
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that prayer is not localized, and is evidence we are all one in Christ.
It is not saying prayers, but the longing of the heart that goes out to
God. "And Jabez was more honourable than his brethren. . . .
And Jabez called on the God of Israel, saying, 'Oh that Thou wouldest
blesR me indeed.''' I daresay most of us have prayed that prayer
sometimes. "And enlarge my coast "-not only myself, but all
around; for the believer has enlarged desires. "And that Thine
hand might be with me, and that Thou wouldest keep me from evil,
that it may not grieve me." And thus we read, " And God granted
him that which he requested," or, as the German translation has it,
" God allowed it to take place." If we pray and touch the heart of
God, God is long, long before us.
We remember it is recorded that St. Paul said, "Lord, what wilt
Thou have me to do?" But" behold he prayeth" is the distinctive
mark of the child of God and the link which binds all the world over
prayer to the living God. You know in our day praying people are
not to be found everywhere; but oh! what joy the exercise of prayer
brings. The first man earthy, the second man the Lord from heaven.
Oh for the second nature, the second man. It is like travelling from
a low, damp atmosphere to glorious sunny heights. Those who are
of the Second Man have these joys, and He is coming-He is comingHe is coming to take his people soon. He will not tarry; already the
sounds are in the air; He is coming to take them to dwell with Him
for evermore.
Then, turning to the Convener, dear Dr. Baedeker gave what may
almost be termed his dying benediction: "May God bless this
Conference, and make it seed sown that will spring up to His glory! "
After a hymn, Mr. John Wood, of the Evangelization Society, spoke
upon Numbers vii. 89: "He heard the voice of one speaking unto
him from off the mercy seat." What a wonderful passage, forming
material for volumes, but one thought must suffice, the speaking face
to face. It is strange how little people know of prayer. And yet
to those who know it most the more difficult it is. Have you ever
noticed that for 2,000 years after the creation there is not a single
prayer recorded-that is, from Adam to Abraham? There was worship
rather than prayer. The oldest prayer-Abraham's prayer-was
intercessory.
Abraham, Moses, Joshua, Elijah, Jonah, Paul, all men of prayer;
and have you ever noticed how short their prayers were? And when
Jesus taught His disciples how to pray, how few the words were. Is
it possible to find out the secret of this prevailing prayer? Well, first
of all, I think it was reverence. You remember the command to Moses:
" Put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest
is holy ground." And do you remember in the story of the prodigal
son the father said, "Bring shoes for his feet," implying familiarity
and access? Then prayer should be earnest, and prayer should be
with strong faith, believing things asked for will come to pass, not
always at once, but they will, in God's time. We are not Old Testament
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saints; we are not in the transition period; we are New Testament
Christians; we are in Christ, identified with Christ, one in Christ,
filled full in Christ, and there is not a want we can bring which
He will not supply. The marvel is we are so poor; the marvel is we
are not always bright and happy with such privileges, such royalties,
such grace.
The Rev. Oscar Snelling was the next speaker. He spoke of having
attended the first twelve Clifton Conferences under Mr. Walker, and
touchingly referred to the many gathered home from those meetings.
"We still on stormy sea;
They walk the golden street."

In the Epistle of James, he observed, we find that James had a great
deal to say about words and a great deal to say about works. He was
very practical. Well, if you are practical, pray, and pray with
simplicity. Mr. Miiller was a man of great simplicity and of great
power in prayer. One who heard him speak was melted with the
power of the man. The address was so simple any Sunday School boy
could have given it; but the power-the power in the man. Oh!
citizens of Bristol, have you forgotten George Miiller? If any man
lack wisdom let him ask of God-He layeth up sound wisdom for the
righteous. And how liberally God gives, and upbraids not. We worry
about such little things when we have so much in possession. Jacob
prayed, "If Thou wilt give me raiment to wear," when God had said,
" The land shall be thine and thy seed after thee." The whole land,
yet he could come down to pray for raiment and food. Then real desire
is not sufficient, we need a clean heart before God, and to put God
first in all.
After a hymn, Mr. Edward H. Glenny spoke on Ps. lxii. 1: "Truly
my soul waiteth upon God; from Him cometh my salvation." Truly
the Psalmist was real; and in waiting upon God we must first have a
deep sense of need. The charge against the Church of Laodicea was:
" I have need of nothing." Then we must feel that we canno~ help
ourselves; then that God is able to fill all our need-God all-sufficient
-and we feel also God lives. Again, my expectation is from Him.
When you have reached that point it does not matter how poor you
are-God is rich; or how weak you are-He is strong. Then there
must be patience, and the happy result, the peace that passeth all
understanding and the joy that is full.
The benediction closed the meeting, and on Wednesday morning, in
beautiful weather, the Conference was re-opened with silent prayer,
a hymn, Ephesians vi. read by the Convener, and prayer by Rev. F. J.
Horsefield. Rev. R. Middleton, of Norwich, opened the subject for
the day: "Waiting jor God," by reference to St. John xiv. 13,14;
xv. 7 and 16, 23, 24. What is prayer? Prayer is a petition to
one who can hear and answer. Generations pass-God remains.
Therefore He must necessarily be eternal. All countries pray, therefore
He must be omnipresent. He must also be omniscient, to understand
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all languages, all hearts. Again, millions praying at once-God must
be omnipotent. God must possess all these attributes; and this at
once cuts off intercession of saints. God is no longer visible as in the
Garden of Eden, but He has provided another means of communication,
and that is prayer. We may thus approach Him, and He has pledged
Himself to answer. We pray to the Father through the Son and by
the Holy Ghost. This is the Divine order. The Holy Spirit guides
us, and therefore prayer is effectual; and in approaching God we must
have submission and patience. Importunity is right, only, it must be
in a right spirit. We should not claim His promise, but remind Him
of His promises. Mr. Middleton related some very interesting personal
experiences of God; definite answers to his prayers.
The Rev. T. Houghton, of Bath, was the next speaker. His remarks
were chiefly upon waiting-waiting for God. Jesus, Who was preeminently the Man of Prayer, was an example of this. He waited for
the Father's will as to the time of incarnation, as to the time of His public
ministry and in public ministry (See in St. John ii.). When His mother
informed Him there was no wine, " Mine hour is not yet come." Again,
when He was told Lazazus was sick He a.bode three days in the place
where He was. There are constant instances as to waiting His Father's
will. The disciples waited for the promise of the Father of the Holy
Spirit. "Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, what God hath prepared
for him that waiteth for Him."
" Blest is the man, 0 Lord, that stays himself on 'l'hee;
Who waits for Thy salvation, Lord, shall Thy salvation see."

After a prayer Col. Savile gave a brief address on "Prayer, the
soul's sincere desire, uttered or unexpressed." Prayer is a spiritual
exercise-the spirit's communion with God. It is a marvellous
privilege and is quite independent of time, place, or circumstance.
There is nothing between the soul a;nd God.
The Convener then read a telegram he had received during Mr.
Houghton's address, and said it was a remarkable coincidence that
the sender of this telegram sent the verse, "The Lord direct your
hearts into the patient waiting for Christ," at the very minute Mr.
Houghton was quoting it.
At the request of the Convener, Mr. Middleton pronounced the
benediction and the meeting closed, to be resumed in the evening,
when the Rev. Canon· Bruce gave the opening address on "What
follows prayer-waiting upon God~" He deplored the state of the
Church and country, and said we all felt we were in a great crisis, at a
grave time. When Jesus talked to the woman of Samaria the Jews
felt greatly annoyed, first with His talking to a woman, and that woman
a Samaritan, and not only a Samaritan, but a fallen woman. He
broke down all barriers of rank and sex. He spoke to the rabbi and
ruler of the difficulty to enter the kingdom of heaven, but to this woman
of the living water thus available for her.
A prayer followed, then a hymn, and Mr. Bergin, of Ashley Down
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Orphan Homes, gave the next address on Phil. iv. 5, 6. He mentioned
that in the year up to May £27,000 had been sent to the Orphan Homes
without any appeal, boxes, bazaars, or collections. He spoke very
sweetly of the command, " Be anxious for nothing." None of us can
obey in our own strength. In nothing be anxious. In nothing be
anxious. In everything, the smallest matter, let your requests be
made known unto God. Mark the graciousness of it, the blessedness
of waiting for God. The peace of God that passeth all understanding
is the result of obedience and trust. And the peace of God shall guard,
guard as a garrison guards a besieged city.
Mr. Thomas, of Bath, next spoke, and drew a sad picture of what
it would be if there were no prayer; if prayer were stopped. He
instanced Daniel in his perseverance in prayer as a grand example,
and spoke of the privilege and precioy.sness of prayer.
The Rev. J. Ormiston, in closing the meeting, referred to answered
prayer whilst thanking all who had assisted him, and with the hymn,
"God be with you till we meet again" this Forty-Fourth Clifton
Conference closed. The Conference sermon was preached the following
evening by the Rev. Canon Bruce, on Elijah the Man of Prayer-the
Prophet of Prayer, and was a fitting close to this most helpful gathering.
I am sure dear Dr. Baedeker's prayer that the seed sown may spring
up and bear fruit will be abundantly fulfilled. The voice now silent
to earth will yet speak. He himself is " blessed indeed," " most blessed
for ever."
What privileges we have in prayer-access to the Throne of Grace.
What blessedness now in fellowship with each other and in communion
with Himself; blessedness now whilst the Spiritual Temple is in
building, and"When all the stones in glory meet
What will the Temple be?"

NETTIE.
THE HOLY SPIRIT, THE COMFORTER.
(ISAIAH xliv. 3; JOEL ii. 28; JOHN xiv. 16, 26; xv. 26; xvi. 7-13;
ACTS ii. 1-18; iv. 31; x.44.)
FROM heaven
He to his own a Comforter will send,
The promise of the Father, Who shall dwell,
His Spirit within them; and the law of faith,
Working through love, upon their hearts shall write,
To guide them in all truth; and also arm
With spiritual armour, able to resist
Satan's assaults, and quench his fiery darts.
MILTON.
IT is a most dangerous thing to desire to be wise above what
written.
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THE PORTRAIT.
THE LATE DR. F. W. BAEDEKER.
PECULIAR solemnity attaches this month to our Portrait Article, and
a spirit of chasten~d sorrow permeates our record of the closing days
of its dearly loved subject-DR. BAEDEKER, of Weston-super-Mare.
So recently as on the 2nd and 3rd of last month God's faithful servant
took part in the proceedings of the Clifton Conference, and, as his
custom on such occasions was, joined our family circle at tea, when
his presence sweetly breathed the odour of the" Name which is above
every name," and he took a lively share in conversing on the precious
things of the Kingdom of Christ. Six short days later he was welcomed
on high by his adorable Lord, and realized that joy unspeakable, for
which grace had enabled him for long years to wait-the joy of
beholding his beloved Redeemer face to face. His whole soul was
habitually engaged in the contemplation of the glories of the person and
the infinite love of Jesus, and at any moment he was ready with beaming
countenance and thrilling voice to pour forth the praises of "the
Chiefest among ten thousand," "the altogether lovely" One. He
deeply knew the secret of Benjamin's covenant blessing-" The
beloved of the Lord shall dwell in safety by Him; and the Lord shall
cover him all the day long, and he shall dwell between His shoulders."
For upwards of forty years of his life DR. BAEDEKER was a stranger
to the saving grace of God, being, as he used to say of himself, "a
German infidel," caring nothing for the Gospel, while, however, leading
a strictly moral and outwardly correct life. It was through the
instrumentality of Lord Radstock, who, in 1866, gave a series of
Evangelistic addresses in the Assembly Rooms at Weston-super-Mare,
that the Holy Spirit directed the regenerating Word to the Doctor's
heart, and revealed to faith the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ as his
soul's perfect salvation. The work of the "new ereation" in him
was most marked from the first, and to be occupied about his heavenly
Father's business promptly became the all-absorbing object of his
spiritual life. MRS. BAEDEKER, who now mourns the loss of her
precious husband, was brought to the Lord about the same time, and
cordially shared in his desires and efforts for the spread of God's truth
at home and abroad. The Holy Spirit put marked honour on the
abounding labours of His servant, and made him the effectual herald
of salvation to many persons, of all social conditions, from the highest
to the lowest, in Germany, Poland, Austria, and especially Russia, and
in the dreary prisons of Siberia, permission being readily granted to
him by the authorities to visit and distribute Bibles by the thousand
to the unhappy victims of oppressive Muscovite misrule. The suffering
Armenians, the much-persecuted Stundists, and others in Russia, lay
heavily. on his compassionate heart, and he never wearied to the last
in ministering to their necessities, both spiritual and temporal. He
was a warm adherent of the Scriptural principles and beneficent work
43
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of the Evangelical Alliance, and assisted actively in developing the
Society's operations on the Continent, especially in Germany, in
connection with the Christian institutions founded at Blankenburg,
Thliringia, by the late Fralilein Anna von Weling. One who knew
him and his world-wide service in Christ's cause has said of him-" No
thought of rest seemed to enter his mind even after the eightieth milestone had been passed. Still be would go forth as with the zeal and
energy of former days, and his record this year [1906] mounted up
to four journeys to the Continent. On at least one occasion he went
right through Siberia, visiting Japan, China, and other parts on his
way home. Some years ago, hearing of communities of Germans in
Canada, he booked his passage, and set out to preach the Gospel to
his countrymen yonder. The couplet,
'Oh the good we all may do
While the days a.re going by,'

was often on his lips, as he exhorted others to redeem the time. A
man of God has been among us, with' One thing I do ' as his motto."
The presence and voice of DR. BAEDEKER were ever welcome at
the meetings of the Lord's people at the Clifton Conference; and, as
has been already observed, he attended, and spoke-with much poweron both days last month. There was a deepness of reality about all
he said, and we are disposed, upon reflection, to the idea that he felt
his days of testimony on earth were approaching their close. All
incident occurred on the morning of the second day of the Conference
which points in that direction. He had arrived earl:- a the Yic 0 'a
Rooms, and on our entering the committee room he w - found 5e2ted.
alone. In response to a loving enquiry after his heal h, he .d wi .
much force and deliberation, "I'm going home!' He appears ro
have used similar words to another of his Conference friends. His
fervent, thrilling words on "Prayer: Waiting upon. God," poken on
the previous evening before a large assemblage of the Lord s people,
will ever linger in their memories. But for the sake of others, who
had not the privilege of being at Clifton, we record the following short
summary of the address. He began with a brief, characteristic
prayer, "Our Father, Thy children have been learning lessons all
this day, in a feast day, a feast of oneness. They cry out to Thee,
and Thou hearest their cry. Thou bowest down Thine ear to hear
their cry. Oh, help us fully to enter into this privilege of calling
upon the Living God, and Thine shall be all the praise and all the
glory. Amen." Then, in touching tones, he proceeded: The
subject to-day is Prayer. When dear Mr. Ormiston sent me a
programme, I looked upon it as a special feast, and I am come to have
a share in this wonderful feast, and the feast has just been named
to us in the 133rd Psalm. All over the world there are people enjoying
this feast. It is not localized anywhere, but brethren dwelling
together, they come from the ends of the earth, and they take a share
in this, and I want God to enlarge our hearts to have our full-full
scope-in this meeting of this power of prayer, and that the access of
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prayer to God may be spread all over the world. Just now I am
anxious to give you a full sympathy and interest in the prayer for
Russia. There are dear ones in Russia who come up to the mark.
There is a family of praying people I know-some of my dearest
friends-who only long to be united with the English Christians to .
lift up their hearts to the Lord, that God may come and interfere, that
He may not allow this bloodshed and this murder and robbery to
continue, and that He may make an end of this havoc. But how it
will come we do not know, yet we can join in prayer, and I would lay
this upon all your hearts, to join in prayer for Russia. That is the
unity of the Spirit; that is the oneness of the Body of Christ. They
all want one thing. Oh, may God help us to enter into this privilege
largely! You know I am often reminded of our beloved brother and
father-George Miiller. He reminded us at one of his Bible Readings
how he read the Bible right through, when he came to a place of which
ordinary people do not take any notice. But he was an extra-ordinary
man; he was no ordinary man; and he took notice of that neglected
passage of Scripture, and observed that it referred to a character
distinguished from all the others mentioned in the genealogy. His
remarks gave me a hint and light. The Scripture in question was
I Chronicles iv. 9, IQ-the prayer of Jabez. It is worth your looking
up. "And Jabez was more honourable than his brethren "-and
"Jabez called on the God of Israel, saying, Oh, that Thou wouldest
bless me indeed, and enlarge my coast." Prayer is not" saying" a
prayer, but it is the longing of the heart, the soul, after God. I daresay
most of us have at some time or other cried the same cry-" Oh, that
Thou wouldest bless me indeed." When God blesses, He makes room
for outpouring. It is not that we are blessed ourselves, but for those
around us also-blessed for the nation, blessed for our land-blessed
for those wha are far away-blessed for Russia ! Oh, that Thou
wouldest bless me indeed for Russia-that Thou wouldest lay a weight
upon me fOT that large miserable country-that God would be gracious
unto it. Jabez likewise prayed, "And that Thine hand might be
with me, and that Thou wouldest keep me from evil, that it may not
grieve me!" And now the answer, "And God granted him that
which he requested." In the German translation it is, " God allowed
to take place that which he had requested." God gave permission
that this man should be blessed. Though we pray, and touch the
heart of God, that heart of His is long, long, long .before us-our
prayers come a long way after! I often think of dear George Miiller
personally. When we met, it was always with a kiss-with a holy
kiss we greeted one another. I rejoice to see the intimacy of brethren
that dwell together on this side. of~he universe. Oh, it is sweet'to
look back upon that dear, loving, and loved brother. He dwelt in
the love of God!
Then the same thought we find in the history of the Apostle Paul,
when he was turned from being a persecutor-" Lord," he asked,
" what wilt Thou have me to do ~." And then other people who did
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not believe the change wrought in him-they still thought him a
persecutor, but the message came to them, "Behold, he prayeth! "
That is the distinctive mark, not only in your district, it is the
distinctive mark all the world over, the distinctive mark of every
converted man. He cries unto God. In our days praying people
are not found everywhere. Many people" say" prayers, as a little
girl once remarked, "I have said my prayers, now I can play!" We
want believing prayer. We want to be real-real believers. Oh,
may God help us in this! Oh, that we may have this cry, as Jabez had
it, calling upon the Name of the Lord. Those who call upon the Lord,
the Last Adam, " the Lord from heaven," will have their full enjoyment
, when the Lord will have His! He is coming; you know He is coming!
He is coming! Oh, there is a sound in the air-a longing for the coming
of the Lord. I hope you are all joining in it. We should have no
hindrances, lest we should be losers of it. He is coming I-surely coming
-it maybe before we leave this hall-eoming as surely as anything can
be sure-eoming, as He said in " the more sure Word of prophecy"- He
is coming! The winding up of this world and the things of this world
(ere the Lord gather up His own) will be terrible! He is gathering
them now to be a people of prayer, and by-and-by, when they are all
ready, He will gather them in to join the heavenly company to praise
and glorify Him evermore. I will not occupy another moment, but
you will have precious converse which I cannot share in, but I shall
hope to be again with you to-morrow. May God bless this Conference
and this company, and make it a seed sown that shall spring up and bear
fruit abundantly-more and more, for His Name's sake. Amen.
This address was delivered with touching spiritual warmth, and
many hearts glowed in fellowship with the beioved servant of Christ
while he simply and lovingly told forth the message, "the things
which he had made touching the King." On the second day of the
'Conference he was present at the morning sitting, and took part in
the afternoon in a meeting representing" The Lord's Work at Home
and Abroad." He then returned to Weston. On the Friday following
a letter reached us from his pen, in a clear, unwavering hand-most
characteristic of his happy, bright spirit-in which he wrote ;"Wart Eck, Weston-super-Mare,
"October 4th, 1906.
" Beloved Brother in Christ,
"My Better-Half is not able now to attend Clifton Conferences
with me, yet claims with me to be a sharer of the spoil, and we both
take pleasure in enclosing our heartfelt contribution in thankoffering,
with our united fellowship in service.
" Ever yours affectionately,

"F. 'V.

BAEDEKER."

The enclosed token of brotherly love was a cheque for £2 2s., which
was applied to the fund to meet the expenses of the Conference. The
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hand of the Master, as well as the love of His dear servants, was seen
in this touching incident, for through the long years of our convening
and conducting the Clifton Conference it has been our custom to look
to the Lord Himself by prayer for the necessary means, and to make
personal application to no one. And He has until now justified this
trust in His precious promises.
On the next day after the above-cited letter was received the dear
writer was taken seriously ill-an attack of pneumonia, the result of
a chill-and on the following Tuesday-October 9th-peacefully
fell asleep on the bosom of his Lord-a more than conqueror through
the blood of the cross. The esteemed remains of our truly beloved
brother and fellow-worker were laid to rest in Weston-super-Mare
cemetery on Saturday the 13th ult. A large assemblage of Christian
friends met in the Gospel Hall, where the body was brought from Wart
Eck, and a deeply impressive, though touchingly simple, service was
conducted, in which Lord Radstock, Mr. Douglas Russell, Mr. G. F.
Bergin, and the Convener of the Clifton Conference took part. The
keynote of the occasion was praise to the God of all grace for the
faithful Gospel testimony and abounding spiritual labours of His aged
servant. At the grave-side Dr. Baedeker's favourite hymn was sung"We speak of the realms of the blest "-the refrain of which-" But
what will it be to be there ~ " he had quoted to his medical attendant
shortly before he closed his eyes to the things of earth. Mr. Douglas
Russell, Mr. Wolstenholme, and Mr. W. H. Bennet~led the service,
and the sorrowing worshippers found the spot to be~one other than
the house of God and the gate of heaven. The casket containing the
precious dust of God's saint bore the following brief inscription:
"Frederick William Baedeker, born 3rd August, 1823; fell asleep,
9th October, 1906." Fitly, no fading flowers of earth were associated
with the occasion, for with eternal life-not with mortality or its
emblems-had the emancipated spirit then to do. Affecting allusion
was made in prayer to the deep sorrow of dear Mrs. Baedeker, to
which we add our own sincere petition that the God of all consolation
may grant unto her in her sore bereavement a double portion of His
presence and peace, and that thoughts of the resurrection bliss
awaiting the redeemed may dissipate the shadows of a temporary
separation.
.. I looked, and to my raptured eyes
Saw Zion's holy mount arise;
And· on its heavenly summit stood
The Lamb once slain-the Lamb of God.
.. Twelve times twelve thousand saints around
Were with unearthly glories crowned;
Marked on their brows a wondrous name,
That name, the Father of the Lamb.
.. I heard from heaven a mighty voice,
Like waters' rush, or thunders' noise;
And unseen harpers from on high
Harped with their harps loud notes of joy.
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.. Before the throne, before the throng
Of ransomed saints, arose their song:
That sweet new song which none might name
But those blest followers of the Lamb.
.. These are the pure of heavenly birth,
Cleansed from their native stain of earth;
Redeemed to God, of mortal clay
His consecrated first· fruits they.
.. Freed from the fault and guilt of sin,
No guile is-found their hearts within;
Before the eternal throne approved
Through Him, whom unto death they loved .
.. And now their glorious Lord, where'er
He goes, their footsteps follow near;
Nor ever part they from the side
Of Him, the Lamb, the Crucified 1"

Next month, if the Lord permit, we shall give our readers-from
the pens of various friends of dear DR. BAEDEKER--Bome further
records of his personal worth and fruitful service.
THE EDITOR.
POPERY-THE MASTERPIECE OF SATAN.
THE value of the appended criticisms on the Satanic origin and
character of Papistry, from the immortal pen of Cecil, decides us to
reproduce them. There is certainly nothing of the maudlin" charity"
of 1906 about them, for they breathe the very spirit of prophetic
Scripture, and, like the Bible itself, when speaking of the Great
Apostasy of the" last days," they designate things by their right
names. Thus the simple may understand, and beware of the deceitfulness of the sacerdotal" Mystery of Iniquity." "It is perhaps impossible,
in the very nature of things, that such another scheme as Popery
could be invented. It is, in truth, the' mystery of iniquity,' that it
should be able to work itself into the simple, sublime, and holy
institution of Christianity; and so to interweave its abominations
with the Truth as to occupy the strongest passions of the soul, and to
control the strongest understanding! While Pascal can speak .of
Popery as he does, its influence over the mass of the people can excite
no surprise. Those two master-principles-that we must believe as
the Church ordains; and that there is no salvation out of the Church
-oppose, in the ignorance and fear which they beget, an almost
insuperable barrier against the Truth~ . . . Popery was the masterpiece of Satan. I believe him utterly incapable of such another
contrivance. It was a systematic and infallible plan for forming
manacles and mufflers for the human mind. It was a well-laid design
to render Christianity contemptible, by the abuse of its principles-and
institutions. It was formed to overwhelm, to enchant, to sit as the
false woman, making the earth drunk with her abominations."
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THE HOLY BIBLE.
THE BIBLE is the statute book containing that" law of the Lord which
is perfect, converting the soul . . . the judgments of the Lord,
which are true and righteous altogether." In a word, "the Holy
Scriptures make wise unto salvation," both for this world and the
next, teaching that" godliness which has the promise of the life. that
now is, and of that which is to come." Taught of them, "the man
of God is made perfect" as an intelligent and social being. Whether
he be a ruler, a parent, a subject, a child, a servant, that Holy Book
furnishes rules to guide him in all possible cases of duty. Everyone
of them is the dictate of infinite wisdom; is furnished to man for his
guidance by the goodness of God to His creature, whom He pities and
loves. Everyone of them is commended to his acceptance, not only
by the high sanctions of Heaven's sovereign authority, but by all the
considerations of man's own interest in keeping them; and that, too,
commended by all the endearing tokens of a Saviour's love. Yes,
the two things necessary to give efficacy to any laws: first, that they
should be 'cnown,. secondly, loved and approved of. These Christ
provides in the Bible and the Gospel. That Holy Book not only
contains the message of pardon through a Saviour's voluntary sufferings,
but sets forth everything that same loving Saviour would have done
by the sinner whose heart He has won, and gladdened with the joy of
free salvation. In truth, to establish that happy order and state of
things in which every compartment of human society-the family,
village, town, city, nation, the world-would be a pattern of heaven itself,
we have only to suppose all orders of men, from the Sovereign to the
cottager, acquainted with the heavenly rules of their respective duties
and stations, as plainly set forth in the Bible, and all brought to know,
love, and serve the Lord Jesus Christ as the, precious and common
Saviour, and gracious Lord of all; and every moral evil by which
man inflicts misery on himself and on his fellow man, must vanish as
the mists of night before the rising sun, and give place to a bright and
happy day of peace, joy, and love.
A nation would, indeed, be truly blessed if it were governed by no
other laws than those of this Blessed Book. It is so complete a system
that nothing can be added to it or taken from it. It contains everything
needful to be known or done. It affords a copy for a king and a rule
for a subject. It gives instruction and counsel to the senate, authority
and direction for a magistrate. It cautions a witness, requires an
impartial verdict of a jury, and furnishes the judge with his sentence.
It sets the husband as lord of the household and the wife as mistress
of the table. It tells him how to rule and her how to manage. It
entails honour to parents and enjoins obedience to children. It
prescribes and limits the sway of the sovereign, the rule of the ruler,
and the authority of the master. It commands the subjects to honour
and the servants to obey, and promises the blessing and protection of
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the Almighty to all who walk by its rules. It gives directions for
weddings and for burials. It promises food and raiment, and limits
the use of both. It points out a faithful and eternal guardian to the
departing husband and father, tells him with Whom to leave his
fatherless children, and in Whom his widow is to trust, and promises
a father to the former and a husband to the latter. It teaches a man
how to set his house in order, and how to make his will. It appoints
a dowry for the wife, entails the right of the first-born, and shows
how the younger branches shall be left. It defends the rights of all,
and reveals vengeance to every defaulter, over-seeker, and oppressor.
It is the first book, the best book, and the oldest book in the world. It
contains the choicest matter, it gives the best instruction, and it affords
the greatest pleasure and satisfaction that ever was enjoyed. It
contains the best laws and the most profound mysteries that ever were
penned. It brings the best tidings, and affords the best of comfort
to the enquiring and the disconsolate. It exhibits life and immortality
from everlasting, and shows the way to glory. It is a brief recital of
all that is past and a certain prediction of all that is to come. It
settles all matters in debate, and resolves all doubts, and eases the
mind and conscience of all their scruples. It reveals the only living
and true God and shows the way to Him. It sets aside all other gods,
and describes the vanity of them and of all that trust in such. In
short, it is the Book of Law, to show right and wrong. It is the Book
of Wisdom, that condemns all folly, and makes the foolish wise. It
is the Book of Truth that detects all lies and confutes all error. It is
the Book of Life, that shows the way from everlasting death. It is
the most compendious book in all the world-the most ancient, the
most authentic, and the most entertaining history that ever was
published. It contains the most ancient antiquities, strange events,
and wonderful occurrences. It points out the most heroic deeds and
unparalleled wars. It describes the celestial, terrestial, and infernal
worlds. It explains the origin of the angelic myriads, the human race,
and devilish legions. It will instruct the most accomplished mechanic
and the most profound artist. It will teach the best rhetorician and
exercise every power of the most skilful arithmetician. It will puzzle
the wisest anatomist and exercise the nicest critic. It corrects the
vain philosopher and confutes the wisest astronomer. It exposes
the subtle sophist and drives diviners mad. It is a complete code of
laws, and perfect body of divinity, and an unequalled narrative. It is
a book of lives, a book of travels, a book of voyages. It is the best
covenant that ever was agreed on, and the best deed that ever was
sealed. It is the best evidence that ever was produced, the best will
that ever was made, and the best testament that ever was signed. To
understand it is to be wise indeed, and to be ignorant of it is to be
destitute of wisdom. It is the king's best copy and the magistrate's best
rule. It is the housewife's best guide and the servant's best directory.
It is the young man's best companion. It is the schoolboy's spelling
book and the learned man's masterpiece. It contains a choice
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grammar for a novice and a profound mystery for a sage. It is the
ignorant man's dictionary and the wise man's directory. It affords
knowledge of witty inventions for the humorous, dark sayings for the
grave; and it is its own interpreter. It encourages the wise, the
warrior, the swift, and the overcomer; and it promises an eternal
reward to the excellent, the conqueror, the winner, and the prevalent.
And that which crowns all is that the Author is without partiality
and without hypocrisy, " in Whom is no variableness neither shadow of
turning."
Of this wonderful Book, who is the Author ~ Not man, for man
could never write a work so perfect and complete. Human wisdom
never could have written truth so plain, nor yet have framed such
beautiful descriptions clothed in easy language, comprehending much
in little, so fitted and designed that all may understand in every nation
and in every age. The Author is the Lord of Hosts, the God of heaven
and earth! Then who and what is He ~ He is the great first cause
of everything; but what in full I cannot presume to state, for man,
who cannot comprehend himself, need never think to comprehend the
Being Who created him. One thing we do know, that such a Being
really does exist, and that in such a manner far beyond the human
understanding. "He is the beginning and the ending," "the same
yesterday, to-day, and for ever." He is omnipresent, omniscient,
omnipotent, and all-sufficient. This we know by what He has revealed
to us in a threefold manner: first, by nature; secondly, by our own
spirit; thirdly, by His Word. These are three separate and distinct
teachers, all agreeing in one, to lead us to the one great God. First,
by nature, we may see, feel, and know His wisdom, power, and goodness
by daily observation of the natural things around us-the sun that
rules by day, the moon that rules by night, each at the appointed
time and in the appointed place, so orderly and nice. Surely these
things are not by chance, for if they were, the sun might shine sometimes at midnight. Ab, no, 'tis not by chance they move; but by
the power of the omniscient and all-sufficient God.
" He hung the canopy of heaven, so glorious to behold;
And studded it "With countless stars' more bright than gems of gold."

See how it hangs without a prop or stay, upheld by an Almighty hand!
Then mark the moon and stars, how wondrously they move! They
never impede each other's progress, but onward ride in order, guided by
Omnipotence. How vast and wonderful the works of nature!
Behold ,the mighty sea, whose waters rage and roar and swell with
dreadful fury. How is it that they do not break forth and deluge this our
world ~Because the all-sufficient God is there: He bids them come
so far and there their proud waves stay. How beauteously the earth is
clad with shrubs and plants and trees in great variety for our enjoyment
and our use (see here His goodness)-the seasons with perpetual motion
roll-seed time and harvest, summer and winter, each in its turn.
Spring comes first with gentle showers and wakes the sleeping seed';
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tilen opens the pretty flowers, which shed their fragrance all around,
our senses to regale, and after this the summer's sun and heat, with
nightly dew transforms the blossoms into lovely fruit; then autumn's
mellowing influence ripens all, and fits them for our use; and last of
all comes winter, with its pinching blasts, and strips all na,ture bare,
hardens the earth with frost, and clothes it o'er with snow; thus
sweetening, warming, and refreshing all, preparing it again for spring.
Who orders all things thus? Do you say Nature? . I say No! It is
the God of nature. Nature is the effect, but not the cause. She
could not move herself; God causes her to move. "I am the vine,
ye are the branches: he that abideth in Me and I in him the same
bringeth forth much fruit: for without Me ye can do nothing."
See then again the wisdom, goodness, and power there is displayed
in the formation of a human body, as well as in all other animal creation.
Every thing abounds with life. What multitudes of living creatures
there are scarcely raised above dead matter, and what multitudes
more that rise by imperceptible degrees each above the other till they
arrive at man; but how high above all these man seems, for he is
" associated with angels and archangels, and can look upon a Being
of infinite perfection as his father, and the highest order of spirits as
his brethren"; though at the same time, in another respect, he may
say to corruption, Thou art my mother, and to the worm, Thou art my
sister. Our bodies are curiously and wonderfully framed, beyond our
comprehension; He must have been all-wise and all-powerful Who
did contrive them thus; the joints how nicely fitted to each other,
and covered o'er with flesh, then bound up in a skin so soft and smooth,
without a seam or joining in it; and what a multiplicity of parts there
is, and every part its separate use. How exactly one side of the body
is like the other! What a perfect eye he must have had Who formed
it so; it were impossible for chance to work like this, and make all
the human species of one form and shape, yet with a grand variety of
symmetry and grace. Those who were skilled in anatomy among the
ancients concluded, from the outward and inward make of the human
body, that "it was the work of a being transcendently wise and
powerful."
. Secondly, by our own spirit. There is a spirit in man: the manifestation of the spirit is given to every man to profit withal. 'Tis by the
spirit we ·know that we ourselves exist, and 'tis this spirit that gives
action to the soul by which it thinks and reasons. The spirit never
rests, but is always on the wing! The first thing that it seeks to know
is its parent, or the author of its being. As soon as reason dawns
upon the infant mind, it wonders whence it came. As years roll on,
the mind expands and still pursues the same, in company with two
queries more, "What it is, and whither bound?" Then, by the
wonder-working power of thought it searches nature through; it soars
above the firmament, descends into the depths, and flies creation
round. With mute astonishment it views the vast expanse, but finds
not its beginning in the whole, though sure it is there must be one.
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The human soul is of far nobler powers possessed than aught creation
boasts, and man is styled creation's lord; yet still he sees, with all his
powers, he is not able to create or yet destroy one particle of matter;
therefore some being who from the first existed (without beginning)
infinitely powerful, wise, and good, must have created him, and all
that he beholds or can conceive. There is within each human breast
a burning thirst, a constant longing desire for something, a love which
draws one man to this, and one to that, but none can find a satisfactory
portion. The object when attained is vain and empty, but the true
spirit of love will lead men to the satisfying fount, and that is God:
for God is love.
It is said that man is a religious animal, and his nature proves that
he was made for love and praise. Even the most uncivilized and
barbarous of the heathen nations are by the spirit led to worship and
adoration. They feel and know that there is a power above them to
which they are allied, but the understanding of their souls (like ours)
by sin is darkened, so that they cannot comprehend or know the being
whom they seek; and thus it is they worship things they know not
what, such as the Bun, the moon, and all the starry host, mistaking
these for gods; and dark as they are now, we might have been, but
for the glorious gospel light which God hath given us, as a third and
final proof of Himself. "Surely vain are all men by nature who are
ignorant of God," and could not out of the good things that are seen
know Him that is; neither by considering the works did they
acknowledge the workmaster, but deemed either fire, or wind, or the
sWift air, or the circle of the stars, or the violent water, or the lights
of heaven, to be the gods that govern the world; but if they were
astonished at their power and virtue, let them understand by them
how much mightier He is that made them.
Thirdly, by the Word of God, the Bible, which holy men, chosen,
called, and faithful, have written by inspiration of the Holy Spirit;
and thus it is we have the mind of God revealed to us, and here He
gives the knowledge of Himself. Drink, then, of this knowledge, and
be ye satisfied, for this is the well whereof if ye drink it shall be within
you a well of water springing up unto eternal life. Here may the
thirsty soul of man find all that it requires, and all its queries answered,
for God Himself doth condescend to tell him whence he came, that
He by His all·powerful Word created man out of the common dust,
and by the operation of His Spirit man became a living soul. And
do we ask the question where are we ~ This is the glass in which we
all behold ourselves in our true light, and consciousness avows the
likeness. We see ourselves defiled by sin, foully marred, and spotted
by a horrid train of evils, such as envy, hate, and pride, anger, avarice,
intemperance, and lust, from all of which we may be cleansed by
Jesu's precious blood, freely offered here. "Though your sins be as
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; and though they be red like
crimson, they shall be as wool."
Then, after washing, look again into this mirror of truth, and it will
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tell you whether you are thoroughly washed or not, and if you are
clean, the Holy Spirit then will witness with your own that you are
born again in purity and holiness. Whither are you bound ~ Look
here, you have the paths marked out, and the goals to which they lead.
There are but two, and one of these we are all treading. One is the
narrow path, which leads to life and bliss eternal, and the other is the
broad and easy way, in which by far too many go. It leads to torment,
darkness, despair, and everlasting death. The narrow path is here
marked out, so plain that none can err in finding or in keeping it.
Perfect warning there is, too, against the broad and dangerous road;
take heed unto your ways, open your eyes and see if you are in the right.
Beware of walking in the dark, hoping you'll be right at last, lest you
should find to your eternal sorrow that all your hopes are vain, and
you are lost for ever. Stop in your career, and see which way it leads.
Do not walk blindly on, because the world is doing so. What are your
reason, common-sense, and judgment for, if not to guide you in the way
of truth ~ Search the Scriptures, and get the knowledge of the Lord;
for this is life eternal to know Him, the only living and true God, and
Jesus Christ Whom He hath sent. Then take the Word and let it be
your rule, your instructor, and your guide, that you may gain eternal
life.
The Bible proves that there is a God, and proves itself to be His
Word. Its wonderful preservation alone bespeaks a providence divine,
a power beyond the power of man; for it has ever been assailed, and
is even to the present day, by multitudes of enemies, who strive, with
all the powers of earth and hell combined, to crush this Book of Truth,
because it condemns their conduct, and the spirit that is within them
testifies against them, therefore they hate it; and who but One
Omnipotent could save it so repeatedly, preserving it with jealous care
from mutilation and destruction ~ More than three thousand years
it has been kept secure, while others of more recent date have passed
away, the authors and their works alike forgotten; but this shall live,
yea outlive every other, and be the only one preserved against the
judgment day, by which, according to our deeds, we shall be condemned
or approved.
The preservation of the Bible likewise proves it to be the work and
Word of God! The works of man are by himself preserved so long as
he remains alive, and after him by his successors, till, by-and-by, as
other works appear, those pass away; but not so with the Bible. No
other book can take the place of it. It is the Word of God, and
therefore must stand for ever. "Though heaven and earth shall pass
away," His Word shall never pass away. The works of nature are
not by any man preserved, because they are the works of God, so is
the Bible, and 'tis His peculiar care thus to preserve His own, which
man could never do. "The Word of the Lord endureth for ever,"
and this is the word by which the gospel is preached unto you; and
then again, the language of the Bible is so complete, concise, and plain,
that it surpasses far the ingenious composition of the inventive creature,
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man; the fitness and simplicity are beautiful, delighting both the
learned and the illiterate, being so easily understood by all, and here
are mysteries declared which no man's natural quickness ever could
discover; the character of God and man are shown so clear, that none
can conscientiously deny this book to be the revelation of the true and
living God. The subject, too, is one which boasting man could not
define; it shows the Author is omniscient and all-wise. He only knows
the whole completely who thus described, related, and foretold the
wonders of the past, the present, and to come.
The wonders of the past as here described in the Bible are true
indeed, corroborated by the accounts of other histories, and likewise by
the present state of things, as well as nature's self; the reasonable soul
of man believes the same. The state of men and things as now we find
them, so faithfully related as though newly done to-day, goes to confirm
our faith in all the wondrous revelations of the future; and to this end,
one prophecy alone I shall point out and show how literally it is
fulfilled. It is this, Samaria's destruction: "The foundations shall
be discovered, the stones shall be poured out, and made as a heap of
the field."
Travellers tell us that the large foundation stones of the ruined
church are of far older date than the church itself, they being of great
size, and levelled in a manner similar to those at Jerusalem temple
and the mosque at Hebron; and those are all exposed and laid bare.
The ruins of the city had not been left to moulder away where they
stood, but they had been cleared off to make way for the husbandman's
labour. The ground has been tilled, sown, and reaped, and the buildings
themselves rolled over the brow of the hill; of this the heaps in the
valley, and the loose fragments in the rude dykes that run up the sides,
and broken columns on the way down to the valley, are witnesses.
Heaps of ancient stones are seen at every interval, both on the summit
and in the southern valley, piled up as though they had been gathered
off to clear the land for cultivation. Thus the destroyers of Samaria,
whose very names are unknown, and the simple husbandman, have
unwittingly fulfilled God's Word.
Surely the fulfilment of this
threefold prediction is of itself sufficient to condemn, if it does not
condemn, the infidel !
It is the peculiar property of the Word of God that its provision for
man's spiritual nature is not spent with the use thereof, it is as exhaust·
less as the sustenance of the widow of Zarephath; and just as that
cruse and barrel of hers went on increasing their contents as she fed
from them, so does each portion of Scripture seem to enlarge as we
draw upon its fulness.
Obedience is due from us to God's Word simply because it is His
Word. To raise a question when He has spoken is blasphemy. We
are in the place of the creature. He is the Creator, He may, therefore,
justly claim obedience from us. The infidel may call this "blind
obedience," but the Christian calls it intelligent obedience, inasmuch
as it is based upon the knowledge that itis God's Word to which he is
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obedient. If a man had not God's Word he might well be said to be in
blindness and darkness, for there is not so much as a single ray of
divine light, within or around us, but what emanates from God's pure
and eternal Word. All that we want to know is that God has spoken,
and then obedience becomes the very highest order of intelligent
acting. When the soul gets up to God, it has reached the very highest
source of authority.
Whenever we are in trouble or doubt let us come to this blessed
Book; we cannot do better than keep close to it, and remember that
every text is to be understood by the context. Scripture is the best
interpreter of Scripture. The locks of Scripture are to be opened only
with the keys of Scripture, and there is no lock in the whole Bible,
which God meant us to open, without a key to fit it somewhere in the
Bible, and we are to search for it till we find it. The best commentary
on Scripture is Scripture itself, and comparing the repeated use of
certain words in different parts of Scripture and the context in which
they are used is the best means of obtaining their true meaning.
The Spirit of Truth, Who inspired the authors of this Sacred Volume,
is ever willing to explain and to impress upon the heart of every true
believer its sublime and awful truths, and in our moments of greatest
trial He it is Who, out of His exceeding great and precious promises,
suggests to the mind that which will best afford it comfort and
consolation.
BOAZ AND RUTH.
" AND Ruth said, Intreat me not to leave thee, or to return from following
after tllee: for whither thou goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest,
I will lodge; thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God:
where thou diest, will I die, and there will I be buried: the Lord do
so to me, and more also, if ought but death part thee and me. When
she saw that she was steadfastly minded to go with her, then she left
speaking unto her" (Ruth i. 16-22). See in the person and disposition
of Ruth the Moabitess, the believer's firm attacllment to the Gospel
Church. Hear her endearing and resolved words, " Where thou goest,
I will go," through smiling fields, or gloomy fens; through verdant
meadows, or howling deserts; whether in prosperous or adverse
circumstances, I am resolved to cast in my lot with thine. If thy
way be through the land of Beulah, and the voice of the feathered
songsters animate thee for thy journey; if thou mayest happily emerge
out of the ocean of afflictions, which long has overwhelmed thee, and
the candle of the Lord be rekindled on thy tabernacle, I shall account
myself blessed to behold thy enlargement. But although thy way
should be more dismal than the shadow of death itself, and the future
part of thy life be more afflicting than that part elapsed, I can have no
pleasure, no other joy, besides what ariseth from assiduously ministering
to thy distress, and sharing in, if I cannot alleviate, thy sorrow.
"Where thou goest, I will go," will be the language of every truly
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converted, soul in the Gospel Church. The society of the wicked is
held abominable as the synagogue of Satan, and the world as an unclean
disease.
Even when there is not a full persuasion of interest in Israel's portion,
and sharing with the Church in her future felicity, you will find a
settled, unalterable resolution of seeking her advantage, and sharing
in her adversities whilst here, whatever may happen in the world
which is to come. This is a noble evidence of Christian affection, and
a signal display of the conquest of grace upon the heart; and I may
boldly assert that he who is willing to cast in his lot with the people
of God here shall not be excluded from their enjoyments hereafter.
No man ever did forsake all in this world for the sake of Christ, His
Gospel, and Church, but he found the Lord to be as good as His word,
and received eternal life according to the full tenor of the promise.
" Where thou lodgest, I will lodge." Here was no proviso made for
its safety and delicacy.
Ruth might have made this resolution
conditionally. "Where thou lodgest, I will lodge, provided thy
lodging is safe, easy, and commodious." Like that scribe who, it is
probable, would have followed Christ, provided he had been assured
of agreeable accommodations in the way; but finding great :t;eason to
apprehend a deficiency in this respect, in point of worldly prudence,
laid aside his deSign! It has not in any age been common for the
greatest of saints to have the softest beds and most comfortable
lodgings; and yet, in every age, God has had His followers and
witnesses, and the Church her unfeigned lovers. That resplendent
cloud of witnesses, of whom the world was not worthy, wandered about
in sheep skins and goat skins; were destitute of house and home;
lodged in dens and caves of the earth, notwithstanding they were the
chosen heirs of the kingdom of glory. Nor was the Lord from heaven,
the only-begotten of the Father Himself, better provided in His
sojourning below; for although the foxes had holes, and the birds of
the air had nests, the Son of Man had not where to lay His head.
Notwithstanding which penury, His faithful disciples forsook Him not,
but were contented with such lodgings as their Lord had for Himself,
deeming it sufficient that the servants should fate as their Lord and
Master.
" Thy people shall be my people" "Hereby," says the inspired
divine, "do we know that we have passed from death to life, because
we love the brethren." Without such love to the brethren as will
cause us to cleave to them in every situation, we give no adequate
evidence of our having passed from a state of nature into the kingdom
of the living Jesus. Wherever this love to the brethren does discover
itself, it evidently shows the soul to be born from above. . . . Wherever the heart is right with God, as enlivened by the quickening
influences of the Holy Spirit, it will discover itself by this unfeigned
love to the brethren. The saints of God will be esteemed the excellent
ones upon the earth, in whom is all your delight, the only people with
.
whom you choose to associate.
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"Thy God shall be my God." This is indeed the foundation of
Ruth's attachment to Naomi; and from this it appears she had seen
that in the spirit and conduct of her mother, which endeared the God
of Israel to her affection and supreme regard. . . . "Thy God shall
be my God" will be the language in which every true convert shall
address the believing Church. "0 Lord, other lords have had
dominion over us, but henceforth we will serve Thee, the living and
true God."
" Where thou diest I will die, and there will I be buried." In life
and in death, she fully cast in her lot with her mother-in-law.
She would not so much as have her body carried back to her native
country for interment. With thee will I be buried, and repose
my dust in thy hallowed tomb. That affinity and union which
holds out for the full term of life must be strong; but stronger still
that which holds good in life and death. Such only is the Christian
union. In life, in death, at judgment, and to eternity, it is indissoluble.
Those who come to Jesus for life and salvation consider their bodies
as well as their souls as bought with a price, and therefore commit
them to Him even in death, and in hope lay them down to slumber in
the grave, till awakened by that awful voice, compared to which the
loudest thunder is but as the softest whisper, and the ruffling hurricane
as the breathings of zephyr. Ruth being inclined and enabled to
forsake all, met with a suitable and encouraging reward for her pious
attachment to the seed of promise.
"So they two went on till they came to Bethlehem." Here is an
instance of God's faithfulness in restoring comfort to His mourners.
Elimelech and his sons were taken away, Ruth is given a fast friend.
When Abraham lost Sarah, Rebekah is brought into her tent. Types
of the Jewish and Gentile Church. When all men forsook Paul, the
Lord stood by him (2 Tim. iv. 16). When the people spake of stoning
David, he encouraged himself in the Lord his God. It is the Lord's
time to bring new comforts when there is a death upon our helps
and damp upon our hopes. "So they two went on." Their
principles were one--the life and love of God in the soul. Their object
was one--to come and trust in the shadow of divine wings. Their
interest was common-the salvation of their souls, and communion by
the way. These made their friendship invaluable, heartened them to
hold on their way.
" Until they came to Bethlehem, the house of bread." How many
accompany each other to Bethaveri (the house of vanity). But this
is betraying instead of befriending one another. Had Jonadab curbed
Ammon's passion, instead of devising means to gratify it, he had done
like a friend. Many Jonadabs infect kings' courts, but the curse of
God will follow them. Our travellers are an emblem of the righteous,
who hold on their way, etc.
" And all the city was moved about them," seeing the great
change in Naomi's circumstances. God worketh great changes in
persons, families, cities, and countries. What a change on the proud
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Assyrian monarch! "He looketh upon everyone that is proud, and
bringeth him low" (Job xi. 12). On families, as Job's and Saul's;
on cities, as Jerusalem (Lam. ii. 15). "Is this the city that men
called the perfection of beauty, the joy of the whole earth?" On
countries, as the Assyrian, the Grecian, the Roman empire. Such
changes will affect beholders. Is this Babylon, Athens, Rome, or
London?
" And she said unto them, Call me not Naomi, but call me Marah! "
The condition of creatures is soon changed. Those who look upon
themselves as delightful ones, He maketh Marahs; both Pharisees
and His own foolish children. Those who look upon themselves as
Marahs in God's sight, He constitutes Naomis. He calls no man
Benjamin, son of the right hand, who has not first been Benoni in
heart. Before honour is humility.
"I went out full, but the Lord hath brought me home again empty."
Her going out was of herself, but her coming home was of God. People
usually get full before they go out from God's way and habitation.
How full soever when they go out, God brings them home empty.
See the prodigal. To seek for gain or pleasure out of God's way is
the ready way of coming to loss. To go out of God's way is to go out
of His protection. To go from the land of promise to the land of curse
is the way of certain danger. . . . Many are tempted to go out of
God's way for gain, but they meet with gall and wormwood, instead
of honey. . . . Good Josiah lost his life by going rashly out of God's
way (2 Chron. xxxv).
"The Lord hath testified against me, and the Almighty hath
afflicted me." It is a great alleviation of pain to eye God in our
affliction,;. though even brought on by ourselves. God has come in
as a witness against me for choosing Moab rather than Canaan.
Thus she kissed the rod. . . . Eying of God in our troubles is a
sovereign help to true patience. Their arrival was at the beginning
of barley harvest. . .. There is a fulness and fitness of time for every
event; the redemption of Israel from Egypt; the coming of
Shiloh, when the sceptre was departing from Judah; Old Testament
vision sealed; the converting of the soul by grace; deliverance
from affliction; finishing our appointed period and work. You will
all get to the house of bread in the beginning of harvest, a full and
plentiful harvest eternally before you.
From the REV. JOHN MACGOWAN.
SINGULAR things are expected from saints, who are therefore worse
than others, because they should be better.-John Trapp, 1647.
PLANT a man on a mountain where he may not only with Christ see,
but possess all the delights and glories of this world. Let God be gone
and you may call them all Ichabod. Where's the glory? Where's the
delight? The whole mountain will moulder into melancholy and
crumble away into griefs.-Peter Sterry, 1675.
44
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QtonefJponbence.
AN EPITAPH.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

DEAR MR. EDIToR,-One of your esteemed correspondents has
called attention to a remarkable Epitaph. I have before me the
January No. of the Evangelical Magazine, for 1794. Among the poetry
at the end, I find this :"AN EPITAPH on four children of Richard and Hannah Foster,
of Cambridge, who died in their infancy, said to be written by
Mr. Robert Robinson, Pastor of the Baptist Church there from 1761,
until his death in 1790.
"Bold infidelity turn pale and die.
Beneath this stone four infants' ashes lie !
Say, are they lost or saved ~
If death's by sin, they sinned because they're here;
If heaven's by works, in heaven they can't appear!
~eason, ah how depraved!
Revere the Bible's sacred page, the knot's untied:
They died for Adam sinn'd, they live for Jesus died."
An ancestor of the "Fosters," was a fellow-prisoner with the
immortal Bunyan in Bedford gaol. The family have been since,
and are now, faithful and liberal supporters of the Baptist congregations in Cambridge. Mr. Robinson owed his conversion to the
instrumentality of Mr. George Whitefield, while he was preaching
from Matt. iii. 7, " The wrath to come."
In perusing this time-stained number of the Evangelical Magazine
for Jan., 1794, I find a memoir and portrait of William Mason, of
Bermondsey, J.P. for Surrey, and author of the Saint's Treasury.
It is of an interesting character, and I cannot forbear making the
following short extract. "It might perhaps prove tiresome to our
readers to notice the whole of his publications. The Believer's Pocket
Companion met with a very favourable reception, and in a very
little time ran through six editions. After the death of Mr. Toplady
he became the Editor of the Gospel Magazine, which he solely conducted
for several years, and in that publication first appeared his Notes on
Bunyan's Pilgrim." Mr. Mason died September 29th, 1791.
You will pardon my intrusion, while I remain, dear Mr. Editor,
Yours sincerly,
R. F. R.
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SECRETARY OF THE SOCIETY.
THE Wednesday afternoon meeting, at the recent Clifton Conference,
allotted to the Lord's work at home and abroad, favoured the Secretary
with a hearing, when an account was given of God's goodness to the
Society during 100 years, and of the present blessing He is making it to
His aged poor. The Rev. J. Ormiston, to whom the Institution owes
so much, was present during part of the proceedings, as also were the
Rev. W. T. Turpin, and Mr. F. Elgar. Several new contributors came
forward.
On October 9th the twenty-seventh anniversary of the Brighton
Home and Auxiliary was held in the Royal Pavilion. General Sir
Robert Biddulph presided over the afternoon meeting, and among
those who took part were the Rev. W. Sykes, G. Hewitt, H. A. Lewty,
J. H. Hallett, and J. K. Popham and Messrs. E. Carr and S. Banfield.
The Local Hon. Secretary, Mr. S. Combridge, presented his report, and
the financial results were most satisfactory. The Sale of Work, kindly
conducted by the ladies, reached a higher figure than ever before, and
the proceeds of the day were devoted to the Society's Centenary Fund.
Visitors to the Home in Egremont Place will be cordially welcomed.
The friends of the Society at Hastings have kindly arranged for a
Drawing Room Meeting on Thursday afternoon, November 15th, at
the Albany Hotel, to be followed by the Lantern Lecture in the evening
at the Priory Institute. There are many pensioners in the town, and
it is hoped that by the Lord's blessing His people will be more fully
interested in the work.
The Rev. E. Doveton, M.A., Rector of Aston-sub-Edge, WIll preach
at the Hornsey Rise Asylum on Friday evening, Nov. 16th, at 6.30, on
the occasion of the Autumnal Meeting and Sale. It is hoped that
many friends will be present to welcome the former vicar of St. David's,
Holloway. The proceeds of the day will be devoted to the Benevolent
and Institution Funds.
The sale of the Picture Post Cards of the London Homes is
encouraging: they form a pleasing mode of advertising the Institution.
In these days, when Covenant truth is despised, the Society in
steadfastly adhering to the precious things contained therein forms a
centre around which the Lord's people can unitedly gather for an object
which commends itself to all who are debtors to His sovereign grace.
Its ministration to the 1,653 pensioners upon its books is carried out
by Christian friends in all parts of the country; the work is thus devoid
of coldness and formality, and the Committee ever seek to make it a
channel whereby gifts may flow from those whom God has more richly
blest in providence, to their poorer" kindred in Christ."
Is it not delightful to think of the aged servants of God who were
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permitted to work and witness for many years 1-of Moses, who was
120 years old when he died; his eye was not dim, nor his natural force
abated; of Caleb, who followed the Lord fully, and was strong and
vigorous when he had reached the age of 85 years; of Hosea, who
exercised for more than 70 years the office of a prophet among God's
people. "Eighty and six years have I served Jesus my Lord," said
Polycarp, who then went through martyrdom to His Saviour's presence.
In the inner man is no old age, no decay, no downward way; the outer
world becomes dim, but the spiritual and eternal world more distinct.
To those who follow in this pilgrim path, so marked by " the footsteps
of the flock" and trodden by the" one family" in all ages, this Society
ministers " to the praise of the glory of His grace."

FELLOWSHIP.
(LUKE viii. 35; x. 39.)
" SITTING at the feet of Jesus,"
Meekly listening to His voice,Be that place and blissful posture
Ever mine by gracious choice.
"Sitting at the feet of Jesus,"
Like the grateful Gadarene,Mind and heart subdued and restful,
Conscience purified, serene.
" Sitting at the feet of Jesus,"
Mary-like, by Him approved;
Thirsting for redemption's tidings,
From the lips of my Beloved.
. " Sitting at the feet of Jesus "Feet once weary, bruised, and tornFeet now beauteous On the mountains,
Heralding th' approaching morn.
,Here, my soul, remain in patience
Till shall dawn the nuptial day;
Wait the Bridegroom's heartsome bidding" Rise, my fair one,-come away! "
Then to glory's palace hasting,
Where the Father's smile shall greet,
Thou shalt sit at J esu's right hand,
Sit no longer at His feet.
JAMES ORMISTON.
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THE TESTIMONY OF DR. JOHN OWENS, VIEWED IN THE
LIGHT OF PRESENT-DAY MOVEMENTS.
SOME people mistakenly couple the name of Dr. Owen with that of
Richard Baxter. Papists and Jesuits, like Jehudi, read three or four
pages of Owen, cut the book in pieces, and cast it into the fire; and
men drenched with Socinian error labour to hold up the name of the
learned divine to ridicule, scorn, and contempt. Blessed be God,
however, there are still in the land men who honour them that fear
the Lord, and hold in the highest esteem the men of God who were in
their generation valiant for distinctive truth.
As King David of old whose mighty men did valiantly. As Adino
the Ezrite, the Tachmonite, so this prince of English divines waxed
valiant in fight; and like the mighty Benaiah of both David and
Solomon's reign, he turned to flight the armies of the aliens. Well
might this champion of the truth, " as the truth is in Jesus," be termed
the Benaiah of Gospel times; a true son of the Lord, having much
understanding in the mind and will of God, who with the staff of God's
Word in his hand went against a man of great stature, viz., the Man
of Sin, plucked the spear out of his hand and slew him therewith.
Very frequently in reading Dr. Owen has it struck the writer that,
had it pleased God to set Dr. Owen on the judicial bench of his country,
he would undoubtedly have been the first judge in England.· To sift
evidence, to set aside all irrelevant matter and sophistry, and to sum
up the case, according to the truth and fact, should have been his in
an eminent degree. But for greater things did the Lord J ehovah
bestow on him that judicial mind of such excellence and keen penetration, even to investigate the word of the truth of the Gospel, establish
the truth thereof, and expose and set on one side the errors of men.
Now, we have much regretted that from his tombstone in Bunhill
Fields, the whole of his epitaph has been removed. Some might say,
but is it not a greater honour to his memory to have no more than is
now seen on his stone there, viz., "John Owen, D.D." ~ That might be
so, but would not truth be a gainer by having the original ep~taph
restored, in plain letters, and neither more nor less, not in Latin, but
in English ~ Will our esteemed friend of Camberwell, MR. PREBBLE,
take this hint, and once again gird himself, and by an additional
labour of love at once gall the enemies and rejoice the hearts of all
the lovers of God's truth ~
Could the man of God have lived to see the events that are transpiring
in connection with the Papacy in our day and generation, how mixed,
we venture to say, his feelings ~ How rejoiced in the one view, how
grieved in the other. How rejoiced to see Jehovah's predicted judgments and desolations on Rome, as witnessed by the political events
in Italy, in France, and now beginning to appear and develop in Spain.
And how shocked to find at the same time in England, especially
among the learned of his fellow-countrymen, such an infatuated
leaning to and propping up of Rome's idolatries and evil worship.
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If any of your readers have not seen Dr. Owen's sermon on the
shaking and translating of heaven and earth-the heaven and earth
of the papal system, we strongly advise them to read it. It casts
much light on God's providential works of the present day and
generation. It is a marvellous sermon, preached before Parliament
on a day set apart for extraordinary humiliation, at a time when
Cromwell was preparing to go to Ireland along with the Doctor, in
order that the affairs of Trinity College, Dublin, might be adjusted
and placed on a proper footing. His -text is Hebrews xii. 27, a few
extracts of which are as follows :" 'The ten horns which thou sawest upon the beast,' being now
shaken, changed, and translated in mind, interest, and perhaps government, 'these shall hate the whore, and shall make her desolate,'
are instrumental in the hand of Christ for the ruin of that antichristian
state which before thev served-' and naked, and shall eat her flesh,
and burn her with fir~.'
Hence (Rev. xviii. 2) Babylon, and that
whole antichristian state which was supported upon their power ann
greatness, having lost its props comes toppling down to the ground.
, Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen.'
And the saints take vengeance
on the whore for all her former rage and cruelty, 'Double unto her
double according to her works' (vv. 6 and 9). 'And the kings ofthe earth'
-being some of them shaken out of their dominion for refusing to
close with the Lamb-' who have committed fornication and lived
deliciously with her '-learning and practising false worship of her
institution-'shall bewail her, and lament for her'-as having
received succour from her, her monastries and shavelings in their
distress, whereunto, indeed, they were brought for her sake-' when
they shall see the smoke of her burning,' beholding her darkness, stink,
and confusion in her final destruction. "
(Do we not witness some of these things to-day?)
" Hence it is, as I observed before, that such an interposition was
made of the rights of the Holy Church-that is, Babylon, the mother of
fornications-in all the ties, oaths, and bonds between princes and
people (Rev. xiii. 15, 16). And for the advancement of the righteous
judgments of God, that the sons of men may learn to fear and tremble
before Him, it may be observed, that that which doth and shall stick
upon potentates to their ruin is not so much their own way, or any
other interest, as the very dregs of this papal antichristian interest
thrust into their oaths and obligations for no end in the world but to
keep the Lord Jesus out of His throne.
"This is a second reason why the Lord Jesus, by His mighty power
at the bringing in of His immovable kingdom, ' will shake the heavens
and the earth of the nations.' Even because in their present constitution they are directly framed to the interest of antichrist; which by
notable advantages at their first moulding and continued institutions
ever since, hath so riveted itself into the very fundamentals of them,
that no digging or mining, but an earthquake, will cast up the
foundations thereof. The Lord Jesus, then, having promised the
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service of the nations to His Church, will so far open their whole frame
to the roots, as to pluck out all the cursed seeds of the Mystery of
Iniquity, which the craft of Satan and exigencies of state, or methods
of advancing the pride and power of some sons of blood, have been
sown amongst them.
"Samson, by pulling away the pillars of their idol temple brought
destruction on the Philistines of old, so the Lord, intending the
ruin of that mighty power whose top seems to reach to heaven, will
do it by pulling away the pillars and supports of it, after which it cannot
stand one moment. Now, what are the pillars of that fatal building ~
Are they not the powers of the world as presently stated and framed ~
Pull them away, and alas what is antichrist ~ It is the glory of the
kings put upon her that makes men's eyes so dazzle on the Roman
harlot. Otherwise she is but like the Egyptian deities, whose silly
worshippers, through many glorious portals and frontispieces, were
led to adore the image of an ugly ape."
Oh that it might please J ehovah to direct the hearts of many men
of wealth and learning in England to expose and oppose Romanism,
and turn the minds and hearts of our legislators in Parliament
assembled to say calmly and firmly, "Not another penny from our
coffers to propagate and perpetuate in our midst the lie of Rome."
Birkenhead.
G. A.
ANTICHRIST.
As the battle of the glorious Reformation was fought out by our
Protestant fathers on the declared ground that the Pontifical head
of the Roman apostasy is the Antichrist of prophecy, so it is only by
the firm maintenance of this same leading truth that the Church of
God can now consistently wage the final struggle with that deadly
antagonist. The data on which the Reformers concluded that the
Pope is the Antichrist, and in virtue of which they felt themselves to
be justified in breaking with the Roman communion, have been, during
the past three hundred years, and more particularly within the present
century, confirmed beyond all reasonable doubt. .Satan, however,
according to whose" working" the" Mystery of Iniquity" adapts itself
to all exigencies, has of late years only too successfully diverted the
minds of many Christians from a consideration of such evidence, and
has induced the wide acceptance of a speculative Futurism-a method
of prophetic interpretation originated by Romish theologians. The
learned Bishop Jewel pointed out in his day the crafty object of this
perversion of Scripture testimony. Referring to the" divers fantasies,"
and" the many fond tales of the person of Antichrist," devised by
men, that faithful Prelate discreetly remarked: "These tales have
been craftily devised to beguile our eyes, that whilst we think upon
these guesses, and so occupy ourselves in beholding a shadow, or
probable conjecture, of Antichrist, he which is Antichrist indeed may
unawares deceive us."
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A LETTER BY THE LATE JAMES GROOM.

[Whose experience in "Wilderness Mercies" appeared in the
" GOSPEL MAGAZINE" in 1844, 1845, 1846.]
DEAR MRS. W.-, Will you receive in Christian affection a few lines
from one who, like yourself, stands a debtor to sovereign, rich, and
unmerited grace 1 My dear, esteemed, Christian friend kindly put
your last note into my hand to read, and in that epistle I find that
much pungent sorrow, care, and anxiety attend your every step.
The whole I am no stranger to, I mean, the complicated, chequered
trials, spiritual and temporal, which your Father ordained for you to
walk in. The mysterious train of circumstances, together with the
chill of soul matters you complain of, is designed to answer a most
spiritual purpose. Nature and grace will always stand in opposition
to each other; carnality and death follow upon the one, while life
from above is the sure result of the other; and I believe you prove
them both in your own experience. The young Christian has much
to be thankful for, but the elder part of the family much more; one
draws his comfort from the more immediate presence of the Lord's
smiles; the other, from God's nature and perfection. Oh the wisdom,
grace, and forbearance of our Lord and Saviour to His beloved ones.
They are fed, nourished, and built up under His tender care and
management, so contrary to what flesh and blood would have it, that
He Himself may have all the glory. Once you and I lived upon the
streams, and blood and pardon were all our song, and every day made
room for fresh delight. Now that day is denied us, and the Bridegroom is removed far away, the music that charmed on these occasions
is heard no more.
But oh, my soul, were this our salvation and
endless life; No! then, let the bridal day pass, the wedlock year be
gone, the ring lost; the compact stands for evermore :
" Thy Husband is the same."
And to prove His dear faithfulness, He will make us prove it in His
absence; for having life in Him, the Root, we are not dead, as the
nominal branches whose leaves fade, and whose untimely fruit drops
off. God be praised, dear friend, for all this; we may tumble down
in ourselves and fall from a great height, yet our life is still within, and
we are lifted up again; and in our utter weakness, darkness, death,
and unbelief God's work will glorify its Author, and grace in the new
heart will magnify His great Name. Now, dear sister, were I to judge
of my state by lively frames, by outward prayer, by reading much of
the Word, by attending ordinances, by following the priesthood,
alas, alas, for all these! They are defunct when J ehovah teaches us what
He, as the living Spirit, does for His great Name in the soul, and causes
rottenness to be put upon all our doings; we can no longer gad about
with the religious multitude, nor regard the cry of the divine, nor take
pleasure in these delectable things; no, the Lord says to us, in our
after-stages. "This is My Name: the Lord, merciful and gracious,
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longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy,
forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin."- All these dear names and
offices are sweetly fulfilled in the grace and help we receive from His
fulness, in keeping alive, in carrying on, in perfecting His own work,
until the final glorification of both soul and body. Dark seasons, hard
hearts, distant smiles, and rare heart-burnings, form a part of Israel's
conflicts; troubles in the flesh, the mind often distracted, -the heart
barren, comfort gone, and disquietude present, must be the lot of every
tried soul, while dwelling in a sinful body of clay. Still we have a
hiding-place in Jesus, in whom we are made secretly to confide at the
worst of times. Dear Refuge! let me to Thee oftener flee. He is
the true tabernacle whom God hath pitched, and the only living temple
where spiritual worship is offered up in faith; and He, our Lord and
Divine Master, promised where He records His Name-not in temples
made with hands, but in the heart-there will He come and bless.
You may not find an earthly house and spiritual people to assemble
with; never mind; I, for eight years, worshipped alone in my own
house, and God fed me. There, in His own blessed way, though shut
up and shut out from all the noise abroad. This was at - - . Yes,
in that great town of awful profession, at - - , my lot was cast as the
Lord's" hidden one"; and this I would might be done again rather
than that I should say" A confederacy" where the Gospel was not
declared. The Lord is not confined to outward means, nor do we want to
go to man at all; the Spirit is sufficient alone to teach; but all cannot
hear this-happy those who can, and are untrammelled from the present
so-called Gospel dispensation. That the Lord may instruct you in
His own truth, and give you bread to eat which the world knows
nothing of, and sweetly enable you to rest upon His bosom, is the
prayer of yours, unknown in the flesh, but a friend and brother in the
SpiritJAMES GROOM.
CAN there be any religion where there is no reality?
righteous man who grasps substance, who digs through all
he meets with a sure foundation, who hath taken hold of
solid, satisfactory, everlasting, at which his soul stops, on
stays herself.-Peter Sterry, 1675.

He is the
things till
something
which she

GOD'S people have always in their worst condition founcl out the
best of their God. He is good at all times; but He seemeth to be at
His best when they are at their worst. "How could you bear your
long imprisonment so well?" said one to the Landgrave of Hesse,
who had been shut up for his attachment to the principles of the
Reformation. He replied, "The divine consolations of martyrs were
with me." Doubtless there is a consolation more deep, more strong
than any other, which God keeps for those who, being His faithful
witnesses, have to endure exceeding great tribulation from the enmity
of man.-Anon.
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EXTRACTS FROM ADDRESSES BY THE
MR. GEORGE MULLER.
2 COR. xii.

LATE

" FOR this thing I besought the Lord thrice." So we should spread
our matters before God, speaking to Him about everything, not
merely about great trials, but even about little trials, little difficulties.
This Friend we have in heaven, Whose delight it is to bless us, Who
takes pleasure in helping everyone of His children. Oh the blessedness
increasingly to become conscious of the friendship of our heavenly
Friend, and of communing with Him every day, and more or less
all the day long.
Now we hear the answer, "My grace is sufficient for thee." rhat
means, "Thou art My child, and this implies that all My dealings
with thee are the very best dealings that can be, and that thou hast
in heaven a Friend Who will never leave nor forsake thee. Thou hast
Me as thy Helper at all times and under all difficulties, and if thou wilt
make good use of what thou hast obtained through faith in the Lord
Jesus, thou wilt continually have opportunities to glorify Me, whatever
thy difficulties and trials may be."
If we enter into what it means to be a partaker of grace, we should at
all times and under all circumstances be perfectly satisfied with God's
dealings with us. Whether joy or sorrow, sickness or health, prosperity
or adversity, everything, without one single exception, is under the
ordering of God and the management of God. He thus gives us continual opportunities to glorify Him. And that is the great object
of our life being continued to us after our conversion, that every hour
of the day we may glorify God in the position and circumstances
in which He has been pleased to place us.
And the result will be this, peace and joy in the Holy Ghost all the
day long, the cup will be running over, joys of he!}ven in a goodly
measure will be brought into the soul, even now while yet in the body.
Oh, that this were more present to our hearts, in order that the
Church of God might yet more, while at the end of the nineteenth
century, arouse to glorify God!
And then the word, "For when I am weak, then am I strong."
Our very weakness gives opportunity for the power of the Lord Jesus
Christ to be manifested. That blessed One never leaves and never
forsakes us; the greater our weakness, the nearer He is to manifest
His strength; the greater our necessities, the more have we ground
to rely on it, that His help is near-that He is not far off-that He
will prove Himself still as our Friend. Oh, what peace, what comfort
this gives to the heart!
And this has been my experience for more than seventy years,
the greater the trial, the greater the difficulty, the nearer the help of
the Lord. Again and again I have been in the greatest difficulty,
but never forsaken of my precious Lord. Often the appearance was,
as if I must be overwhelmed, but it never came to it, and it never will
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come to it, because the precious Lord Jesus Christ never forsakes
His people, the more they need help, the nearer is His help.
More prayer more faith, more exercise of patience, will bring the
blessing.
.
And as to the future, if yet other trials must come, other difficulties,
our business is to have the eye fixed on the Lord Jesus-He remains
our helper, He remains our Lord, He will never leave us, never forsake
us. Therefore our business is just to pour out our hearts before Him,
and help in His own time and way is sure to come.
HEBREWS xi. 1.
WHAT have we to understand by faith? Faith is taking God at His
word-a relying on what He has said-being satisfied with the bare,
naked statement-because God has said it, and what He has said will
come to pass. In the measure in which we take this, so in proportion
is our faith weak or strong. Faith has nothing whatever to do with
feeling. We are not to look at impressions in regard to faith, nor
to look at probabilities-faith acts contrary to all feelings, impressions,
and probabilities-faith works most happily and easily, contrary to
all these things. If we wait for them, we are no longer resting only on
the Word of God. Another wrong idea is that faith has only to do
with certain portions of God's Word. Faith has to do with the whole
revelation that God has made of Himself, and all the promises made
to His children. Here we have to try our faith, to see if it has increased
since our conversion, e.g., Joseph . . . rested on the bare Word of
God (Gen. 1. 24, 25). This should be enough for us; in the measure in
which we do this, we glorify God, and shall prove that God does act
according to His Word.
How may this faith, which all the children of God have, be increased
and grow ~ By exercise. The limbs of the new-born child grow by
being exercised. God delights to exercise our faith, that His name
may be glorified. God puts us into circumstances where our faith is
tried. He brings on us bereavement, loss of property, etc., in order
that more and more He may manifest His love, His power. But from
all these things naturally we shrink, and do not like them. When we
ask God to increase our faith, we ask a little more sickness, a little more
trial. God allows trial as the very food of faith. If things were always
smooth and pleasant, there would be no need of more patience and faith.
Trials and afflictions are allowed in order that God may deliver us out
of them, and so our faith be increased.
Again, our faith is brought into exercise that we may know God,
not only as God Almighty, or as the only all-wise One, but more and
more to watch and see how loving, how faithful, how bountiful He isthat we may see what a lovely Being God is. The more and more we
know God, the more calmly shall we pass through this world, knowing
that all, all things work together for good to us. "They that know
Thy name will put their trust in Thee" (Ps. ix. 10). Those who are
really acquainted with God, they trust Him, because they know how
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hnd and gracious He is; they are satisfied with all His dealings.
Entering into what God is, is increasing faith.
For fifty-eight years and eight months [1884] I have known something of all these blessed things in my own happy experience. First as
regards God's temporal provision for His people. For fifty-four years,
I have been enabled to be satisfied with what God says in Matt. vi.
25-34, and I have found that He has acted according to His Word.
Therein is the blessedness of relying on God.
Then as regards my work and service for the Church of God, I have
had the most perplexing matters, but I have committed them all to
Him. I have sought His guidance, His help, and He has carried me
through them all. He has brought me off as conqueror, though in myself
perfectly weak. Also in connection with the Scriptural Knowledge
Institution.
In all the variety of the circumstances of life, concerning everything
I act thus, committing all to the Lord, and I am helped in the smallest
matters. I commit them to Him. "Lord, these burdens are too
heavy; Thou hast told me Thou wilt sustain me." There is not a
single position in life in which the child of God may be placed, but should
be committed to God. Prayer and faith are the universal remedy
for all the difficulties of life. By prayer and faith, I have had the joy
of proving that God does keep to His Word. I say this that your
faith may be strengthened, that you may be led to trust God, and walk
with Him, and that any unsaved ones may be led to trust in Christ.
DIVINE OPERATIONS.

(1 COR. xii. 6, 11; CoL. iii. 11.)

ETERNAL hallelujahs
Be to the Father given,
Who loved His own
Ere time begun,
And mark'd them out for heav'n.
Anthems of equal glory
Ascribe we to the Saviour;
Who liv'd and died,
That we, His bride,
Might live with Him for ever.
Hail, co-eternal Spirit,
Thy Church's new Creator!
The saints He seals,
Their fear dispels,
And sanctifies their nature.
We laud the glorious Triad,
The mystic One in essence;
Till call'd to join
The hosts that shine
In His immediate presence.
TOPLADY.
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1Jrotef.itant l5eacon.
MULTUM IN PARVO.
THE Bishop of Bristol (Dr. Forrest Browne) in the course of an address
last month at a meeting of his Diocesan Conference courageously
denounced the Romanizing teaching contained in the new Ritualistic
compilation, called "The English Hymnal," particularly protesting
against certain compositions which taught the worship of the Virgin
Mary. The Bishop then proceeded to formally prohibit the use of
the book-in whole or in part-in the Diocese of Bristol. This faithful
procedure has, of course, given grave offence to the Romanizing party
in the Church, and the Editor of the hymnal-the Rev. Percy Dearmer
-is reported to have said, "If the Bishop of Bristol tries now to
adopt a new method it is reactionary; it is like going back to the days
of the Inquisition. If other Bishops take the same line, the whole
High Church movement will fight against it, and what will happen is,
that the Clergy will decline to be guided by the Bishops. They will
say, We cannot allow a Bishop to take the position of Pope." Mr.
Dearmer appears to forget that the Bishops of the Protestant Church
of England are all solemnly pledged to "be ready, with all faithful
diligence, to banish and drive away all erroneous and strange doctrine
contrary to God's Word."--The Roman Catholic Archbishop of
Malta, who recently opposed the holding of Evangelistic meetings in
the Island, has, by his conduct, called from the British Government a
clear statement that religious equality must be enforced, and no
special privileges accorded to the Roman Catholic Church in Malta.

GOD'S own people need, or else they would not receive it, a command
to pray. How is this? Because, dear friends, we are very subject
to fits of worldliness, if indeed that be not our usual state. We do not
forget to eat; we do not forget to take shop shutters down; we do
not forget to be diligent in business; we do not forget to go to our
beds to rest; but we do often forget to wrestle with God in prayer,
and to spend, as we ought to spend, long periods in consecrated fellowship with our Father and our God. With too many professors the
ledger is so bulky that you can hardly move it, and thli Bible,
representing their devotion, is so small that you might almost put it
in your waistcoat pocket. Hours for the world! Moments for Christ!
The world has the best, and our closets the parings of our time. We
give our strength and freshness to the ways of mammon, and our
fatigue and languor to the ways of God. Hence it is that we need to
be commanded to attend to that very act which it ought to be our
greatest happiness, as it is our highest privilege, to perform.C. H. Spurgeon.
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1IJa~~ing iEhrnt~.
A MONTHLY RECORD.

GIVING his decision in a case which, he said, disclosed a distressing
amount of perjury on the defendant's part, Judge Edge, at the
Clerkenwell County Court, recently said that a few lines inserted in
an Act of Parliament would do much to check the glaring perjury that
now went on in the Courts. Recommendations had been made by the
Judges, but Parliament-he did not refer to the present one more than
to any other-seemed to think it was better to let perjury go unpunished
rather than risk the chance of an acquittal by a jury. It was one of
the saddest features in English life to-day that perjury in the Law
Courts was growing more and more common. Witnesses took the
oath, knowing at the same time that they were going to make a statement which was altogether the opposite of the truth. They did it
knowing there was little chance of being punished, and they lied with
a coolness and deliberation which was enough to stagger one. How
long it would be allowed to go on unchecked he did not know.

By invitation of the Lord Mayor and the Lady Mayoress a meeting
was held last month at the Mansion-House, in furtherance of the proposed building in the centre of the Metropolis for the Central Young
Men's Christian Association, as a memorial to its late founder and
president, Sir George Williams. The Lord Mayor, who was accompanied by the Lady Mayoress, presided, and among those present
were Lord Kinnaird, Mr. F. A. Bevan (president of the Central Association), Sir J oseph C. Dimsdale, and the Archdeacon of London. Mr.
J. A. Putterill (general secretary) said that a communication had been
received from the Duke of Connaught, who expressed his full sympathy
with the object of the meeting, and a hope that it would receive
cordial support. The Duke of Fife had written regretting that absence
from England prevented his attending the meeting; and communications expressing sympathy with the movement had been received
from Lord Wolseley, the Lord Chief Justice, Lord Avebury, and Mr.
Balfour. The Lord Mayor alluded with satisfaction to the practical
nature of the memorial which it was proposed to raise, and pointed
out that the Association provided for the needs of thousands of young
men who, but for its aid, would be without the advantages of healthy
companionship and recreation. He moved a resolution heartily
approving the proposed memorial. Mr. F. A. Bevan, in seconding
the motion, said that the National Council of the Young Men's
Christian Association had, owing to the generosity of the sons of the
late Sir George Williams, already found a home at 13, Russell Square,
and the present need was the erection of a central Y.M.C.A. building
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worthy of the Metropolis. The Association had grown to such an
extent that the accommodation at Exeter Hall was quite inadequate
for the purpose. He trusted that the result of the present appeal
would be that the citizens of London would come forward and erect a
building to the memory of Sir George Williams worthy of the Association and of the City. The Archdeacon of London supported the
resolution. Through the efforts of the Association innumerable young
men had been saved from, overwhelming temptations. It was a
disgrace to London that it had not a Y.M.C.A. building of a kind that
could, even in a small measure, compare with those of many provibcial
and colonial towns. The resolution was adopted. Sir J oseph Dimsdale
moved a resolution commending the appeal made for £85,000, the
estimated cost of the building to be erected. Lord Kinnaird also
spoke, and the resolution was adopted.

An earnest appeal for prayer on behalf of South America is made
by the Brazil Evangelical Alliance to members of the Y.M.C.A., the
S.V.M.U., and other organizations, 'following a visit by Mr. John R.
Mott, to the principal centres in Brazil. It is asked that prayer may
be continued at least through the month of October, and it is pointed
out that the present moment is an opportune one for a distinctly
forward movement towards the evangelization, not of Brazil only,
but of the whole of South America. The appeal is signed by the Rev.
J. Rockwell-Smith, D.D., and the Rev. H. B. Macartney, M.A.

The suppression of the budget des cultes is becoming a question of
the day in Switzerland, where the Churches are bound more or less
loosely to the central authority in each canton, and the Church funds
are controlled by the citizen vote. Many local committees have been
started to diffuse" separation" principles. Especially is this so in the
Protestant districts of the north and west, and now there is a more
authoritative measure to be noted. Recently a proiet de loi was laid
before the Conseil d' Etat of Geneva which uncompromisingly aims at
the suppression of the budget in the near future. The main proposals
are the following: From the time of the promulgation of the law,
there shall be no change in the budget, as it then stands, for three
years; interested persons shall, for a period of ten years from the
promulgation, draw two-thirds of their stipend; at the expiration of
this time Protestant and Roman Catholic ministers of religion receiving
State aid shall be compensated by a life pension equal to half their
stipend.
Under the heading of " Agitation in Malta," the Roman Catholic
"The Government

Tablet of Oct. 13th, 1906, contained the following:
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has not heard the last of Lord Elgin's recent dispatch on the
subject of religious toleration in Malta, the purport of which we
chronicled in our issue of September 29th. By that dispatch, it may
be remembered, freedom is to be given to the public religious ceremonies
of all denominations, 'Provided that they are bona-fide religious
ceremonies, and not in the nature of demonstrations intended to give
offence.''' The feeling excited may be judged from a telegram
in The Daily Telegraph, in which it is stated that, as if to
greet the Governor, Sir C. Mansfield Clarke, upon his return from
England, an appeal to the clergy and people has been placarded
throughout Valetta and the island and published in the newspaper.
Maltese of every class, age, and sex are urged to attend a monster
meeting on Sunday and to declare that they will not submit to the
"cowardly despotism of the English Government and English
Minister, who seek to deprive them of country, language, rights, and
religion."
REVIEWS AND NOTICES OF BOOKS.
THE VALUE OF LOWLY SERVICE; ILLUSTRATED BY THE HISTORY OF
THE NETHINIM. By CECIL YATES BISS. 24 pages. One Penny.
(London: Hunt, Barnard and Co., 20, Blandford Street, Baker
Street, W.)
The spiritual writings of Dr. Biss, as our readers are aware, hold a
high place in our estimation. The holy fragrance which ever mingles
with his enunciation of the precious doctrines of God's grace makes
anything from his pen" a feast of fat things." The present 24-page
pamphlet is equal in originality and freshness of thought and soundness
of Biblical instruction to any of the beloved, afflicted author's previous
publications. He bases his helpful lessons on Christian Service upon
the words of the Psalmist: "I had rather be a doorkeeper in the
house of my God, than to dwell in the tents of wickedness," and
employs the case of the Nethinims to illustrate the qualifications
required and provided by the Master in those who minister even in
little things in His blessed Name. The exposition is characterized
by many delicate touches of a Spirit-guided hand, and we cordially
and prayerfully wish for it the widest circulation.

'"

RIGHT prayer runs on in the will of God. As a boat set afloat on
the water and carried on by the natural flow of the water, without
sails or oars; so that is the true praying, when the tide of the Divine
will comes in upon the will of man, and fetcheth it off, and carries it
on by its own motions. So much more, as there is any created spirit
or humour beating upon the sails of our affections; or of human
industry and art working upon our fancies; so much the less there is of
prayer in a prayer.-Peter Sterry, 1675.
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