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"Vha comforteth us in all our tribulatioIl, that we ma.y be able to comfort them which are in a.ny
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves a.re comforted of God. "-2 COR. i. 4.

SALVATION.,-BLESSING.
"Salvation belongeth unto the Lord,. Thy blessing is upon Thy
people."-PsALM iii. 8.

THE word" salvation" is translated" victory" in the margin of
the Revised Version, and indeed the work of CHRIST was a glorious
victory over Hell, Satan, Sin, Death, the World-and all enemies
of His Church, both visible and invisible. Oh, let us ever think
of it in this light. He left no foe unvanquished. He" spoiled
principalities and powers, He made a show of them openly, triumphing over them in Himself." By His precious blood He acquired a
right and title to all things. "Thou hast given Him power
[authority] over all flesh." JESUS is LORD of all, and the time is
at hand when" in His Name every knee shall bow, of things in
heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; and
every tongue shall confess that JESUS CHRIST is LORD, to the glory
of GOD the FATHER" (Phi!. ii. 10, 11). We worship Him to-day
as Victor, and He is worthy, for He loved us and gave Himself to
make us His own. " Ye are not your own, for ye are bought with
a price: therefore glorify GOD in your body, and in your spirit,
which are GOD'S" (1 Cor. vi. 19, 20).
"Salvation belongeth unto the LORD." And He bestoweth it
upon whomsoever He will.
41
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1. He it was who originated the design of it-a design whereby
He could honour all His Divine attributes and perfections, and yet
spare and save the sinner! Who besides could have thought out
such a marvellous scheme as that 1 He did! GOD-FATHER, SON,
and HOLY GHOST-took counsel, and "found a ransom"found it where alone it could be found, found it in Himself!
Surely the work, from first to last, is His own. It belongs to Him
exclusively. "Salvation belongeth to the LORD."
2. He supplied all the means of it. Nothing was left to any
creature. The flesh profiteth not, and no confidence was placed in
it. GOD knew what was in man, and His angels He chargeth with
folly. He kept all in His own hands. Thus there can be no miscarriage, no contingency, no failure. "Salvation belongeth unto
the LORD."
3. He effected it at the cost of" His own blood "-" the Church
of GOD, which He hath purchased with His own blood" (Acts xx.
28). Oh, what an infinite expenditure of love and grace we have
herein displayed! Who can sum up the costliness of that precious
blood 1 Who can price a salvation which exacted so much 1 Well
may it be called" so great salvation." Well, too, may its DIVINE
AUTHOR term it "the glorious Gospel." All its glories centre in
the crucified LAMB of GOD. He found the priceless blood for the
sacrifice-the blood which expiated for sin, the blood which
reconciles the favoured sinner to GOD, the blood which secured the
everlasting inheritance "of the people." In all this there was
"none with Him." He trod the winepress alone. " Salvation
belongeth " unto Him who died and rose again.
4. And it is the special work of His SPIRIT to take of that salvation
and apply with effectual power to the guilty soul. Thus the
FATHER, the SON, and the HOLY GHOST co-operate in the great
design of mercy, and there is " salvation unto the uttermost" for
all who come unto GOD" through His dear SON, who is the way,
and the truth, and the life." The witnessing SPIRIT assures the
awakened conscience of the coming sinner that He who once
suffered, meritoriously, for sins, will in no wise cast him out (John
vi. 37), but receive him graciously, love him freely, and heal his
wounded heart. ." Their sins and iniquities will I remember no
more" (Heb. x. 7). Salvation is His to dispense to whom He will,
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how Ho will, and when He will. And He chooses to dispense it in
a Gospel way, on Gospel terms, and they are those of free and unmerited grace and sovereign mercy. A really poor and needy
sinner will never dispute those terms, but as the SPIRIT enables
will close gratefully with them. Such an one will " embrace the
Rock for want of a shelter" (Job xxiv. 8). It is sheer necessity
that makes us willing in the day of GOD'S power, for" to the hungry
soul every bitter thing is sweet" (Prov. xxvii. 7). Oh, how much
should we praise His grace which makes our sins a burden intolerable,
and ourselves to be weary and heavy laden. To the HOLY SPIRIT
we owe it that thus salvation is made ours, and the GOD of salvation
our everlasting portion. What wonder is it, brethren, that the
PSALMIST should add-" Thy blessing is upon Thy people ~ "
Why, they were the designed objects of salvation-blessing from
everlasting! Blessing has been upon them since ever they were
loved in CHRIST, and because they were so loved! CHRIST-their
MELCHISEDEK-was the source of their blessedness, and He is " a
Priest for ever, after the order of MELCHISEDEK." Chosen in Him,
when He was chosen for them, their heritage of bliss was covenanted,
assured, and sealed. "Blessed be the GOD and FATHER of our
LORD JESUS CHRIST, Who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings
in heavenly places in CHRIST" (Eph. i. 3). Truly" Thy blessing
is upon Thy people." When JESUS came into the world for us,
" made of a woman, made under the law," and lived a life of perfect
substituted obedience, then, too, the Divine blessing was upon us.
We receive the adoption of sons through the merit of that obedience,
in virtue of which blessing the SPIRIT Who has been sent by the
FATHER into our hearts cries, "ABBA, FATHER." That indwelling
of His is the secret of our peace and joy. "Where the SPIRIT of
the LORD is, there is liberty" (2 Cor. iii. 17). The death and
resurrection of the LORD JESUS has its counterpart in the experience
of His mystical members. Did they die in Him, and in Him rise
again for justification ~ They now realize it. "Because I live,
ye shall live also." And now that He appears for them in the
glory, there is a process of glorification carried on by the SPIRIT
in their souls also. "But we all, with open face beholding as in a
glass the glory of the LORD, are changed into the same image from
glory to glory, even as by the SPIRIT of the LORD" (2 Cor. iii. 18).
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Is not that blessed ~ This privilege comes to them through the
present ministry of His office of ADVOCATE with the FATHER. Oh,
what do we not owe to Him for His faithful administration of this
gracious office! All our conversation, our worship, and our walk
ale subject to the purifying exercise of His grace, and nothing that
is unworthy of the FATHER'S acceptance is ever presented to Him
by His beloved SON, our ADVOCATE, MEDIATOR, and GREAT HIGH
PRIEST. "Thy blessing is upon Thy people." Whatever He
does present is made acceptable because it passes through His
infinitely worthy hands, and is redolent with the merits of His
finished work. By faith we joyfully enter into an apprehension
of this heavenly blessing, though no tongue can express it, or
convey to others what grace has made it to us! Oh, LORD
JESUS, " Thy blessing is upon Thy people."
" Oh what everlasting bleEsings God outpoureth on His own!
Ours by promise true and faithful, spoken from the eternal throne;
Ours by His eternal purpose ere the universe had place;
Ours by everlasting Covenant, ours by free and royal grace.
" With salvation everlasting He shall save us, He shall bless
With the largess of Messiah, everlasting righteousness;
Ours the everlasting mercy all His wondrous dealings prove;
Ours His everlasting kindness, fruit of everlasting love.
" In the Lord Jehovah trusting, everlasting strength have we;
He Himself our Sun, our Glory, Everlasting Light shall be ;
Everlasting life is ours, purchased by the life laid down;
And our heads, oft bowed and weary, everlasting joy shall crown.
" We shall dwell with Christ for ever, when the shadows flee away,
In the everlasting glory of the everlasting day.
Unto Thee, beloved Saviour, everlasting thanks belong,
Everlasting adoration, everlasting laud and song! "
THE EDITOR.
Men are ruined by moral disease, and enslaved by the thraldom of
sin. They are restored and emancipated by the spiritual life of Christ
communicated by the Holy Ghost.-Dean Le/roy.
It is an infinite mercy that a covenant God is pledged to guide and
control all the events and circumstances of time, and" to supply" all
the " need" of everyone of His children, "according to His riches in
glory by Christ Jesus" (Phil. iv. 19).-A. J. Baxter.
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A STUDY IN PRAYER.
" For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from
me. And He said, My grace is sufficient for thee: for My
strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will
I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest
upon me."-2 COR. xii. 8, 9.
CHARACTERS greatly favoured by God in their souls are often greatly
tried and tempted. The Divine reason for this is that they are in
danger of being puffed up with spiritual pride by their knowledge,
and need to be kept humble and poor in spirit. God sees and weighs
the perils by which His loved children are surrounded and exposed,
and tenderly makes provision against them, both in providence
and grace.
He does not always make known the fact to them, but
sometimes adopts circuitous methods by which He disguises and
conceals His object. At such times the believer is apt to mistake the dealings of his heavenly Father, and to think that the
providence employed is expressive of His displeasure. How wise
it is to wait in silence, then, till He choose to interpret His
mysterious ways. They are always salutary. We profit by
waiting.
We note that the Apostle Paul did not thus cast himself upon
his God, in the dispensation of spiritual conflict. He, however,
"took it to the Lord in prayer." The thorn in the flesh, the
messenger of Satan to "buffet" him, he prayed against very
fervently. "For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it
might depart from me." Oh, how often, and long, have we, too,
besought the Lord to take away some" thorn" from us-some
buffeting messenger. But He Who seeth not as man seeth had
provided some better thing for His dear children. Some" better
thing" than the removal of the exercising "goad." It was
" better" that it should remain. Oh, how wonderful are the ways
of our God! That" messenger of Satan" was under the Divine
control, and had no power to hurt the dear saint of God. Job was
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hidden behind the" hedge" Job i. 10, from the shafts of his malignant foe, who complained of the limits which had been provided
against his attacks. So, too, the Apostle was the favoured subject
of Jehovah's defence. He knew not what purposes He would carry
out in his behalf. His light. seemed to point to a removal of the
painful ordeal, and he asked accordingly. But it remained for
him to learn" a more excellent way." His prayer was to be heard,
and answered. Some one has said that the prayer which God does
not answer in kind, He does in kindness. And so He acted in
compassion to His Satan buffeted servant. He does so still. He
hears and heeds the cries of His dependent people, but responds to
them in accordance with His infinite wisdom. He proceeds on
fixed principles of love, goodness, and mercy. Two principles He
laid down when expounding His method of dealing with the perplexing case of Paul-the sufficiency of His grace; and that His
strength is perfected in our weakness. As to the former of these two
revealed truths that had to be impressed on the tried Apostle's
heart, an unrecognized alternative for the removal of his Satanic
temptation made known to him. "My grace is sufficient for
thee" -how great soever thy burden. The same message of truth
is addressed to our hearts to-day, dear brethren. The grace of
of the ALMIGHTY is strong-it is strength. We need not fear. All
our reliance is in the riches of the grace of our God. The trials of
our faith are regulated to meet the adequate grace of God, and He
also gives forth supplies of grace to suffice the demands made
upon it.
The Apostle learned this, and gloried in the causes of his
reliance. He was taught by experience to boast in his infirmities.
When he was most weak, having come to an end of all creature
strength, then he was spiritually strong. The power of Christ
rested upon him. Oh, brethren, let us in all our conflicts and cares
seek to realize this Divine strength at the Lord's hands. As we
lose strength in ourselves, let us learn the blessedness of growing
strong in Him and in His grace. The power of Christ is surely
enough to sustain the weakest of God's saints. Oh, to be the
weakest, that His grace may be our all-sufficiency.
; Clifton.

J. O.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" Thou makest darkness, and it is night."-Ps. civ. 20.
WHEN our God works, He works as God, and we, His redeemed children, bless Him for the realized truth of this. Our sovereign Lord,
in His supreme control in all His creative work, spoke the word, " Let
there be light," and it was so that the light shone out of and upon the
darkness which" was upon the face of the deep," but He yet divided
the one from the other, calling" the light day, and the darkness He
called night." Leaving not the one without the other. But whilst
both are alike to Him (for" God is light and in Him is no darkness at
all ,,), yet, working as God, with a Divine purpose and infinite mind
He could declare, " I form the light and I create the darkness; I make
peace, and create evil; I, the Lord, do all these things."
And thus night and darkness play an important part in creation's
plan. Jehovah named it as we have seen-He provided it for manHe blessed it to the use of man. But, you say, night tells of darkness,
gloom-aloneness, even to the experience of Abram, to "a great
horror." The absence of light, the very opposite to the sunshine and
day; one longs for the one as much as one dreads and feels the depressing influence of the other. Yet see God's order, beloved reader,
evening and morning were the first day. Night precedes the day; darkness ere the dawn comes. Cloud before sunshine; felt need before felt
deliverance; utter helplessness at night and darkness-release by
day-sorrow before joy; sowing before reaping; tears before smiles.
The seed cast in the dark earth, ere the "much fruit" "afterward."
Oh, the perfect order in His work; and not the one without the other.
And if all this can be written of nature, how much more fully can it be
rehearsed in grace? For it is just as much His order of working in
grace as it was in nature. "God created"; "God moved"; "God
said"; and" His light shone upon ruin and darkness." And whilst
we see in nature His all-wise, all kind provision for man, that night and
rest shall resuscitate his spent powers, and the body shall rest in that
wondrous sleep of oblivion, which as forcibly speaks of His almightiness
as in any part of His Divine ordering and Providence, that all creation
should rest unconsciously, in utter abandon so to speak, to be watched
over by one sovereign eye that never sleeps, even Israel's Keeper,
" Who slumbereth not neither is weary."
We see, also, a spiritual lesson, how out of the night He brings forth
His treasures; and fructifies His purposes of love under a cloudy and
dark providence; and, once again, the pinioned bird, set free, sings of
"light after darkness; gain after loss"; sunshine after gloom;
sweet after bitter; glad walking after weary creeping; and, in the
words of our text, " Thou makest darkness, and it is night." Wherein
all the beasts of the forest do creep forth. "The young lions roar
after their prey, and seek their meat from God. The sun ariseth, they
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gather themselves together, and lay them down in their dens." Every
creature subject to His eye and His control, and all things subservient
to His will. Thus, the child of God, oft walking in darkness, experiencing the darkness that may be felt in their soul, is given to prove
how, when the Sun of Righteousness ariseth, all the evil beasts of sin,
doubt, and unbelief, will gather themselves together and lay them
down in " their dens" again.
" Soon shall our doubts and fears
Subside at His control;
His lovingkindness shall break through
The midnight of the soul."
Satan's" day" is in reality night. He knows this, and knows that
his time is short, and that it is in the dark night that he can best perpetrate his foul plots against the weak and defenceless one. Remember,
then, dear, tried, child of God, that the Word declares, " Thou makest
darkness and it is night." So that Satan could have no power at all,
except it were permitted him. And it is, that the child of God shall
see by what a great deliverance his God is able to bring him out" more
than conqueror."
"When we in darkness walk,
We feel the Heavenly flame;
Then is the time to trust our God,
And rest upon His Name."
Yes, some of the darkest deeds were perpetrated at night. When
that foul traitor went out to betray his Lord, the Word tells us, " and
it was night." Night of blackness, and darkness indeed, in more senses
than one. It was a dark night in nature, even the stars and moon,
one might gather, being withdrawn from shining, that the band of
traitor and soldiers needed torches in the sacred garden to guide them
to the Man they sought. But it was night truly in another sense,
when that black deed of deepest hell-dyed sin sought a covering wherewith to carry out the vile plot! "Men love darkness more than light
because their deeds are evil."
Those works of the devil, called by the Holy Spirit " the unfruitful
works of darkness," will wither into that abyss whence they sprang,
and hell will receive them, while" the righteous shall have dominion
over them in the morning," exalted in Christ, their Head. There are
"slippery ways in the darkness" too. And, oh, may our grace-exercised
hearts be kept very wary, very careful in our walking lest our footsteps
slide. There are many pitfalls-many miry places-many edges to a
precipice walk; and it is only as all distrust of self, and looking solely
to Jesus prevails with us, that we are kept and preserved and upheld,
and can say, "When I said my foot slippeth, Thy mercy, 0 God, held
me up."
But" He setteth an end to darkness." He brings us in His own
time and way out of darkness into His marvellous light. This is the
wonderful hand of God in regeneration and every after step in the
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experience of the pilgrim. How often, when he is walking in darkness,
and hath no light, and he is enjoined still to " trust in the Lord, and
stay himself upon his God," that" unto the upright there ariseth light
in the darkness," and he joins the poet, as he sings how :" Sometimes a light surprises
The Christian as he sings,
It is the Lord Who riseth
With healing in His beams."

•

Deed of darkness. ...I Such was Cain's, who the Holy Scripture tells
us "was of that wicked one and slew his brother." And if we ask,
Wherefore slew he him ~ we have the reply, " Because his own works
were evil, and his brother's righteous." He was full of envy and
hatred to the brother-righteous Abel-and his deed of darkness was
because" he that hateth his brother is in darkness."
But from the sad contemplation that night was the time of some of
the darkest deeds, let us turn also and see how some of the greatest
wonders and miraculous deliverances were also at night.
Was not the Passover a night "much observed unto the Lord for
bringing them out of the land of Egypt? This is that night of the
Lord to be observed by all the children of Israel." Did not the
Israelites, too, pass through the Red Sea as on dry land in the night of
Jehovah's appointed deliverance, when the cloud which went before
them, and came behind them, was a pillar of fire to them, and a cloud
and darkness to their enemies?
And was not the destruction of Sennacherib's army a wondrous
deliverance when in one night "the angel of the Lord went out, and
smote in the camp of the Assyrians an hundred, fourscore and five
thousand: and when they arose early in the morning, behold they
were all dead corpses" ? (2 Kings xix. 35).
Above all was not the rising of the Lord of Resurrection Life, our
mighty Deliverer and Conqueror over death and all darkness for ever
for His grace-ransomed, sin-redeemed ones at night ~ The idle story
that was to be told was" his disciples stole him away by night." "Very
early in the morning"; "As it began to dawn"; while it was even
yet dark came Mary Magdalene to that sacred sepulchre. But her
Lord was not there. He had risen. The night of nights was over, and
resurrection morning ushered in Life, Light, and Immortality, and
never-dying hope of that morning awaiting every believer, even that
~orning without clouds: a morning never to be followed by anothe~
mght.
"
o beloved reader, well may every redeemed son and daughter
of the Lord God Almighty have his songs in the night. There are
redemption songs indeed. There are "songs of deliverance" indeed.
There are songs of praise. Angels sang them over Bethlehem's plains
from their star-lit heaven as it guided to where the Young Child was.
That was a wondrous night indeed! And He who was that night born
Israel's Saviour King and Deliverer lives to-day to deliver and give His
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children" songs in the night." Yea, He joins His children in them!
From the deeps, the waves and the billows David hoped" yet" in His
delivering God, and he says, "Yet the Lord will command his lovingkindness in the day-time and in the night his song shall be with me,
and my prayer unto the God of my life" (Ps. xlii. 8).
And we too call to remembrance with David, " My song in the night,"
and encourage our hearts as we " consider the days of old, the years of
ancient times," that He who has saved and kept and delivered us
hitherto and given us many a say in the past will again tune our voices
to his praise (Ps. lxxvii. 6).
"The saints" are enjoined to be joyful in glory; let them sing
aloud upon their beds (Ps. cxlix. 5). So that you see the song of
redemption is the song which well becomes grace-saved lips who ever
have cause to tell forth the praises of their delivering God.
Yes, Paul and Silas, too, had their song, and that from" the inner
prison" when their feet were made fast in the stocks. But that does
not prevent their singing. The child of God can bya grace-tuned
heart sing the sweeter in spite of the darkness.
It is good at such seasons to call to remembrance one's songs of past
nights, tell of favours that He has blessed you with in days gone by, and
remind Him of " Thou saidst "; and thus count upon His stable faithfulness which, having delivered in the past will " yet deliver."
"When we in darkness walk,
Nor feel the heavenly flame;
Then is the time to trust our God,
And lean upon His Name."
For our God has some of His richest treasures in darkness. What
are they in your experience, dear child of God? Is there within your
breast that Divinely implanted secret which gives you to "glory in
tribulation also "-and to "take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches,
in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ's sake"? Is
there even a joy in being made partaker of Christ's sufferings; a
gladness in reproach, when the high privilege of being permitted to
follow at ever so humble a distance in His footsteps is granted youl?
Look forward to the end-for day succeeds night-" The night
cometh and also the day." The darkest hour is just before the dawn,
and meanwhile Bome little faiths lie waiting, at the sepulchre, content
if they shall get but a glimpse of the streak of that Resurrection Daydawn which will bring them the Lord of Life! Seeing, perhaps, the
signs, without a clear view of Him, yet believing, nor giving up all hope
though the heart is weary and faint that there is, according to His
Word, light out of darkness, light at eventide, and joy, joy, and never
ending" joy, in the morning."
" At evening-time, when day is done,
Life's little day is near its close,
And all the glare and heat are gone,
And gentle dews foretell repose;
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To crown my faith, before the night,
At evening-time let there be light.
" At evening-time-when labour's past,
Though storms and toils have marred my day,
Mercy has tempered every blast,
And love and hope have cheered the way.
Now let the parting hour be bright;
At evening-time let there be light.
" God DOTH send light at evening-time,
And bid the fears, the doubtings flee;
I trust His promises sublime,
His glory now is risen on me !
His full salvation is in sight;
At evening-time there now is light! "

R.
"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY?"
LEVITICUS xiv.

l"

IT is worthy of note-when a man is unclean all over, the priest shall
pronounce him clean. Men confess to minor sins, but" all over" defiled!
That they will not acknowledge. Tainted by sin is everyone of usspots of corruption everywhere! Loathsome are we in the sight of a
holy God. Yet," if we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness."
Two living and clean birds are provided. Nothing unholy may be
offered the holy God. One bird is presented alive, the other is for
sacrifice-as a burnt-offering to the Lord. "Without the shedding
of blood" there can be no remission of sins. That is why the Son of
God suffered and died. Scarlet though our sins be, they become " as
white as snow." "Hyssop" is the most insignificant of shrubs, or
trees. Therefore it is Divinely selected to convey the blood. The
" running water" is the living Spirit. "How much more shall the
blood of Christ, Who through the eternal Spirit, offered Himself without
spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living
God? " (Heb. ix. 14).
" Dipt in his fellow's blood,
The living bird went free;
The
type well understood
.
Implies the sinner's plea,
Describes the guilty soul discharged,
And by our Saviour's death enlarged."
~

The living bird is then dipped in the blood and running water, and
flew away on willing wing towards heaven. How happy is the bird
for which God designs to give this honour!
Leicester.
MARY.

)
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SOME NOTES ON THE CLIFTON CONFERENCE.

I HAVE again been happily favoured in attending the Clifton Conference
-the time-honoured institution, alii we may now call it, since the dear
Convener announced it as the Forty-seventh Clifton Conference. How
many are there now, I wonder, who were present at that first Clifton
Conference ?-one we heard this year, the Rev. Dr. Peake. But although
the hall was so well filled, yet we should find very few now on this
side of the Golden City who were present in 1862. I have before me
a report of the 1884 Conference, and see the names of Rev Talbot
A. L. Greaves, George Miiller, the Earl of Cavan, Rev. W. Frith, Rev.
Henry Barne, Rev. J. C. Martin, Mr. James Wright, Rev. Dr. Edward
Wilkinson, Rev. D.A. Dondney-all passed away to the" Inner Shrine."
These are only platform speakers; but what of the audience? The
majority of these, too, have joined the worshippers above. We tread
the" outer courts" still, and even here rejoice considering (the word
"consider" has been explained as a rapt contemplation) ; we consider
our great High Priest, and adoringly say ;" Behold those jewels on His breast,
Each as a signet graved;
Close to that bosom, warmly pressed,
Lie those by Jesus saved."
In Him and on Him we behold every glory and every tenderness for
the partakers of His death, His resurrection, and His glory-the
" jewels on His breast."
The addresses on the Priesthood of Christ and of Believers have been
very helpful, and as several have remarked" so extremely interesting,
not one dull speech amongst them." I do hope the full Report will
have a large circulation in these sad days of priestcraft and false priests
and perilous errors on all sides. It will be very profitable reading.
The proceedings were opened on Tuesday morning with silent
prayer, then Hymn 1 was sung, commencing;" How sweet to gather thus in one,
As Christ would have us do."
The Convener, the Rev. J. Ormiston, read Psalm ex., and the venerable
Col. Savile offered up a fervent prayer. After singing "The atoning
work is done," Mr. Ormiston gave a brief address of welcome, and
touchingly alluded to the Rev. S. A. Walker, who founded the
Conference, saying he was present himself at the last one over which
Mr. Walker presided, and this was the thirtieth Conference which he
himself had convened.
The Rev. Canon Head, Vicar of Clifton, gave the opening address on
the Conference subject, " The Priesthood of Christ." In the course of
it he said he quite agreed with the chairman on the great importance
of the subject. He called attention to Heb. iii. 1, "Wherefore, holy
brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and
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High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus." "Consider.", This is a
strong word for the Hebrews to whom the epistle was addressed,
implying rapt, intense contemplation, such as an astronomer would
exercise when intently gazing on the stars, forgetting everything else
in his concentrated thought. So consider Christ Jesus, touched with
the feeling of our infirmities (see Heb. vi. 20), "Jesus made a High
Priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec." There are two types
of the priesthood of Christ,-Melchisedec and Aaron.
Aaron is a type of Christ up to a certain point. He interceded for
people, he sprinkled them, he went into the holiest of all,-but he
did not stay there. Jesus entered into the holiest having obtained
eternal redemption for us, and then in the holiest He remains for ever" ever liveth to make intercession for us." To the holiest of all we
have access: "Let us come boldly," or " with liberty" " to the throne
of grace."
Let us turn to Gen. xiv. and there read the account of Melchisedec
meeting Abraham with bread and wine. Abraham was weary and
worn, Melchisedec refreshed him. A beautiful type of Jesus Christ.
Aaron entered the holiest, but his language was, " Do this and live,
do that and die," and he gave no power to do that which is commanded.
The Lord Jesus gave the power. His was the power ofanendless life,
or God-life. He was made not after the law of a carnal commandment,
but after the power of an endless life,-to abolish death, to accomplish
redemption, and to enter the holiest for ever, the Forerunner of His
people. Further, the writer to the Hebrews alludes to a new and
better Covenant: "This is the Covenant that I will make with them.
. . . I will put My laws into their hearts, and in their minds will I
write them; and their sins and iniquities will I remember no more. Now
where remission of these is, there is no more offering for sin. Having
therefore, brethren, boldness [or liberty] to enter into the holiest by the
blood of Jesus . . . let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance
of faith."
Melchisedec was a king-king and priest-and our High Priest,
Christ, is King and Priest-King to rule in heart and life, Priest to
make intercession and to bring blessing. Never a trouble, never a
trial or sorrow or difficulty, but you may take to this wonderful High
Priest. He looks down from the Holiest. He knows all. He knows
your circumstances, He knows your battles. He knows your struggles.
He knows every desire and every pain. He knows it all, and He brings
refreshment and relief. Abraham gave Melchisedec tithes of all he
possessed. So will you to such a merciful, faithful High Priest as
Jesus-tithes of time, of wealth, of power; tithes of all. God grant
we may all have this joy.
After singing, "0 Christ, what burdens bowed Thy head," and
prayer by Rev. J. O. West, the next address was given by Rev. Trevor
Fielder (Vicar of St. Luke's, Bedminster, Bristol), who said we lived
in times when the Priesthood of Christ is altogether misunderstood.
He seems to many obscured by "the Church," or by self-doing, or by
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preacher or writer; but He Himself is the only true great High Priest,
the only accepted offering for sin, and the only Mediator between God
and man. We are complete in Him.
Our High Priest, Christ Jesus, is a sanctifying High Priest. Our
justification is complete, but our sanctification is progressive; and the
more closely we come in contact or in touch with our Master, the
more deeply we shall feel our own personal unworthiness. Mr
Fielder then proceeded to dwell upon Christ as a sacrificing. High
Priest, as a satisfying High Priest, and as a stimulating High Priest.
He was followed by the Rev. G. W. Neatby (Nottingham), who called
attention to John xvii., the High Priestly prayer of the Lord Jesus.
He pointed out that it is divided into six petitions, beginning with
glory and ending with love. The glory of His Father was ever foremost
in His thoughts. He came to do the will of God and to show forth His
glory. There are three points concerning Christ as Priest, and the
first is redemption through His blood, His Own blood. All through
the law and through the Gospel blood was the foundation. Sacrifices
were all slain victims-and so He became flesh, and lived and died for
us. The old corn of the land was a type of Christ at the right hand of
God; but the manna coming down from heaven spoke of His humiliation-coming down to be food and life for us.
Secondly, we have union with the High Priest-we are one with Him.
St. Paul was captivated with the bearing in his body the marks of
the Lord Jesus Christ. Persecution brings brands, and we are marked
as His. We are one in Him by His own declaration and incorporation.
It is a wonderful thing that we are the purchased possession of Christ,
purchased with His blood; more than that, we are the predestinated
possession of Christ; we are the absolute possession of the Lord
Jesus Christ-His bondsmen. We are given to Christ by His Father
in everlasting councils of grace.
Thirdly, He is our High Priest by virtue of His own knowledge of
our need; for He hath suffered, being tempted and tried in all points,
and is therefore able to succour, understanding and knowing all. He
rested at the well of Samaria, being weary, and He knew all about the
woman who came to draw water. Seven times He spoke to the woman
-seven utterances-the perfect number. He still knows us, and
remembers us in glory. All the sighs and tears and needs of all kinds.
He knows what suffering is. He knows what death, and sorrow, and
bereavement mean. "He knows, He loves, He cares," and He will
go on knowing, loving, and caring till He shall come down to take
us to be with Himself.
After singing, "There is a fountain filled with blood," the Rev.
Canon Head pronounced the benediction, and the meeting closed, to
be resumed in the evening. Again it was opened with silent prayer
and the hymn beginning, "Spirit! hush these restless hearts." The
Rev. J. Ormiston read Heb. vii., and after prayer by Mr. Bergin, the
hymn, "Lamb of God! Thou now art seated." Then Dr. F. Peake
opened the subject, " The Priesthood of Christ." He said he was last
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present at the Conference forty years ago, and little expected then to
be on the platform as a speaker. He attended the first Clifton Conference and several subsequent ones. He then proceeded to speak of
Christ as the only Mediatorial Priest, the ideal Priest of God, the
one Mediator between God and man. He is Priest in His own right.
He is Priest from and to all eternity. The priesthood of Aaron was held
by men with earthly infirmities (see Exod. xxviii. 1), "Take unto thee
Aaron thy brother, and his sons with him, from among the children of
Israel, that he may minister unto Me in the priest's office, even Aaron
Nadab, and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar, Aaron's sons." We know
how Nadab and Abihu fell. Turning from the shadow to reality, the
Priest of God, the Ideal Priest after the order of Melchisedec, had the
power of an endless life; and He has knowledge of all. All things are
naked and open to His eye; He has sympathetic eyes, touched with
the feeling of our infirmities, incessant watching. He is able to save to
the uttermost. He is a Priest for ever-no succession. He is never
called upon to lay down His office. He is Jesus Christ, the same
yesterday, and to-day, and for ever.
The next speaker was the Rev. J. P. Wiles (Devizes), who said God
appointed His Son over of all things. He was the brightness of His
glory, and the express image of His Person, and after He had purged
our sins by the offering of Himself, sat down at the right hand of the
Father. We now have access, and can come boldly to the Throne of
Grace. Mr. Wiles read Eph. ii. 18, "For through Him we both have
access by one Spirit unto the Father." There we see the priesthood at
work. The little word" access" must be dwelt upon. It is access by
blood applied by the Holy Spirit. One of the great defects of the teaching of the present day is, the lack of mention of the Holy Spirit's work.
Man-made priests cannot ease the conscience, or comfort the convicted,
or bring one nigh to God, or cleanse from sin and give "a sense of
pardoned sin." Only the High Priest, Christ Jesus, can effect all this.
After another hymn, and prayer by Rev. T. Houghton, the subject
was again resumed by Mr. J. L. Stanley (Bristol), who took Heb. ii. 17
as characteristic of the Person and work of the great High Priest,
Christ Jesus: "Wherefore in all things it behoved Him to be made
like unto His brethren, that He might be a merciful and faithful High
Priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of
His people." His character merciful and gracious, His sphere is in
things pertaining to God, and His function to make reconciliation for
the sins of His people. If we have defective views of sin we must
necessarily have defective views of the work of the Lord Jesus Christ.
He did not come to set man's nature right with Himself nor with his
fellow-men, but to make a reconciliation to God for sin. In the midst
of the Psalm of a good man are these words: "Have mercyonme, for
my sin is great." Again, David said: "Against Thee, Thee only, have
I sinned." David had sinned against himself and against his nation,
yet he says, " Against Thee only have I sinned." He recognized the
true nature of sin. In the New Testament we do not find victim and
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priest two, as in Old Testament days, but our great High Priest offered
up Himself. "My life, which I gave for them "-" Gave His life a
ransom for many."
" I have finished the work which Thou gavest Me to do "-the model
of faithfulness. St. John xvii. is a high-priestly prayer. He knew
Peter would deny Him, and that all His disciples would forsake Him.
He knew their past, how they had disputed which must be greatest;
yet we do not find a single mention of any fault in His prayer.
The Rev. D. L. Johnson (Peldon, Colchester) was the concluding
speaker, and in a brief address gave a very sweet exposition of
Heb. ii. 17, the previous speaker's subject-" made like unto His
brethren "-sin only excepted. They are partakers with Him in all
things-partakers of His life, partakers of His death, partakers of His
resurrection, and partakers of His glory. Made like unto His brethren.
Again, He is a merciful and faithful High Priest-faithful to His
promises, and faithful to His people. He came down from Heaven
Himself to make an end of sin and to justify His people. He has
absolute authority and dominion, yet He Wlj.S made like unto His
brethren, that they might share His glory. The day's proceedings
were closed with a hymn and benediction.
The next day, Wednesday, the Conference was resumed in themorning. After silent prayer, and the hymn, "How sweet to gather thus
in one," the Rev. J. Ormiston read 1 Pet. ii., verses 1 to 12.
The Rev. Trevor Fielder offered prayer, and then, after singing
" The holiest we enter in perfect peace with God," the Rev. T. Houghton
(Kensington Episcopal Chapel, Bath) addressed us on the subject of
the Conference, which was "The Priesthood of Believers." He
remarked that the priesthood of believers is five times mentioned, twice
in the chapter which the Convener read, 1 Pet. ii., verse 5, "Ye also.
as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to
offer up spiritual sacrifices." Then in verse 12, "Ye are a chosen
generation, a royal priesthood." We read also in Rev. i. 5, 6, "Unto
Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in His own blood, and
hath made us kings and priests unto God and His Father." Again,
in Rev. v. 10, in the new song before the throne they sing, " And hast
made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the
earth." Lastly, in Rev. xx. 6, " Blessed and holy is he that hath part
in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but
they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a
thousand years." Priesthood of believers is implied in many other
passages, just as the priesthood of Christ is implied in other passages
besides those giving direct mention. Mr. Houghton took a general
view of the subject, and spoke firstly upon the priesthood of the believer
as not identical with the priesthood of the Lord Jesus Christ. His was
unique. His is unchangeable, it is mediatorial, and also His was of
an atoning character. He was a priest on earth, though not officially
in the temple, but as an Atoner for sin. No priestly believer can ever
atone for either himself or another; Christ did this once for 311.
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Believcrs arc intercessory priests for each other, but they cannot
dispense blessings. We may not touch the spiritual province and
power of Christ.
Secondly, the priesthood of believers is not confined to any class or
time. All believers, without exception, offer spiritual sacrifices,-young
[1 nd old in all places.
It is not confined to one family, as to Aaron.
There is much talk now of the priesthood of the laity, as if it differed
from the priesthood of the clergy; but it does not-it is all to believers
only.
Thirdly, the priesthood of believers is of Divine appointment (see
Rev. i. 6): "Hath made us kings and priests unto God and His Father."
Given to Christ by His Father, they were His from all €ternity. It
is the Scriptural doctrine that God's people are divinely appointed to
the office of priesthood.
Again, the priesthood of believers is a holy priesthood. All the
Lord's people are holy; they are a holy nation, a people set apart.
The Church and the world are mixed together, but there is an everlasting
distinction between God's people and the world. Under the old dispensation only the high priest could enter the holy of holies, and that
only once a year; but we have boldness, or liberty, to enter at all times.
Christ has entered, and His people now can follow; they have continual
access.
Lastly, believers are a sanctified priesthood to offer up spiritual
sacrifices-they are anointed by the Holy Spirit. They offer the
sacrifices of broken hearts, contrite spirits, and prayers. Their priesthood is an abiding one, not laid down with death,but His servants serve
Him eternally (see Rev. vii. 15): "Before the throne of God, and serve
Him day and night in His temple."
After singing, " Lord, how tender is Thy mercy," Mr. J. E. Hazelton
(London) addressed us, saying he was profoundly thankful the Convener
had been led to select Priesthood as the subject for the Conference. It
is important we should clearly understand the meaning of priesthood.
The priesthood of believers is not ritual, but spiritual, knowing the
atonement of Christ for us and the work of the Holy Spirit in us.• If
God has made us Christians, He has bestowed the highest and richest
privileges upon us, for we have all in Christ. It is a royal priesthood;
not only access, but to bear witness, for it consists of a scattered people,
scattered everywhere for centuries past, witnessing for Christ in various
ways. One reason why God has chosen us priests is for His own glory,
that we should show forth His praise, or, asitis in the margin, virtues.
He hath called us out of darkness into His marvellous light. "No
man," said Jesus, "can come except the Father which hath sent Me draw
him." And accordingly, as the Father has blessed us in Him, so are
we members of this holy and royal priesthood. Reading through the
blessings of Jacob, you find Levi was the lowest of all and the least of
all the blessings, yet God said of the priesthood, "I have chosen Levi."
So we are chosen from the lowest and least, chosen from the least likely.
The priests of Aaron were to be washed from head to foot; so the
42
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believer has the washing of regeneration and is washed in the precious
blood of Christ (see Titus iii. 5): "Not by works of righteousness
which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us by the
washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost." The
Aaronic priests only washed once, but their hands and feet were to be
washed every day; so the believer has been cleansed once for all with
the precious blood-cleansing, yet daily needs washing from defilement
of sin. Then the priests were to be clothed, not one garment more
nor one less than God appointed. So believers ale clothed in God's
own appointed way with the righteousness of Christ, nothing more
and nothing less.
" A debtor to mercy alone,
Of Covenant mercy I sing;
Nor fear, with Thy righteousness on,
My person and offerings to bring.
The terrors of law and of God
With me can have nothing to do,
My Saviour's obedience and blood
Hide all my transgressions from view."
Then the priest lays his hand upon the sin-offering, burnt-offering,
peace-offering, and believers likewise, with hands full of anointing
power, and they are accepted in the Beloved.
Lastly, there are the sacrifices-must be acceptable sacrifices-a
broken spirit, broken contrite heart, presenting your souls and bodies a
living sacrifice. Then there is the sacrifice of prayer, "Spiritual sacrifice
acceptable to God, lifting up holy hands in intercession." And lastly,
there is the sacrifice of praise (Heb. xiii. 15): "By Him therefore let
us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually; that is, the fruit of
our lips, giving thanks to His name." May we live for this. The
language of of the priest of old wa~, "I live for the tabernacle," so
may we find that life is Christ and death is gain, for we shall be still
with Him, and serve Him day and night for ever.
After prayer the Rev. F. Sumner (Vicar of St. Bartholomew's
Bristol) addressed us, calling attention to 1 Kings xvii. 1: "As the
Lord liveth before whom I stand," the same words occurring in 1 Kings
xviii. 15, 2 Kings iii. 14, and 2 Kings v. 16. He dwelt mainly on the
attitude-to stand in the presence of God, to live before him in the home,
abroad, everywhere. Our privileges are great, "Accepted in the
Beloved." "No condemnation" because in Christ--translated into
His kingdom, sins forgiven, and assured that as far as east is from west,
so far hath He removed our transgression from us. Translated from
darkness-not only existence of darkness, but power of darknesstranslated to the kingdom of His dear Son-the kingdom of light.
Further, there must be fruitfulness, and again habitual devotion.
" I have set the Lord always before me." Again there must be the
obedience of faith. Elijah was called from apparent usefulness in a
large sphere, to go away from all to dwell in the house of a poor widow.
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It must have been humiliating for him. So God puts us in narrow
places often. "It came to pass in the third year." Elijah was to
learn the lesson of patience, then he was called to more exalted service.
And for us, after earth's lessons, the end will be fulness of joy at His
right hand.
After a hymn and benediction, the morning's meeting closed.
In the evening the concluding meeting of the Conference was held,
and after silent prayer, and the hymn, "Your harps, ye trembling
saints, down from the willows take," the Rev. J. Ormiston read Rev. vi.
Prayer was offered and another hymn sung, " Abba Father, Lord, we
call Thee," after which Mr. John Wood (London) gave the opening
address. He spoke of the joy it gave him to come to the Conference
and to meet men like himself, who believe the whole Word of God, and
who speak with no uncertain sound. They are the only people who
do know. The Lord's people know, and are distinct from all others.
The politician, the business man, can speak with no certainty; but
believers derive all from the Word, and so they know. They are also
a happy people. Mr. Wood referred to Exod. xxviii., where we read
so much of the priesthood and its many beautiful analogies to the
priesthood of GQd's people. The subject is an important one. It is
an Old Testament view and a New Testament truth. The tabernacle
was to show that God would dwell with His people. Priesthood is of
God, priestcraft is of the devil. We must not confound one with the
other and deny all priesthood, as an able brother has done lately, and
written a book upon it. Mr. Wood then called attention to Exod. xxix.,
which he commented upon, bringing out its teaching with regard to
priesthood; all this not to bring them into the family, but because
they were in the family. Aaron's breastplate with the name of each
tribe engraven on it, was borne by him into the holy of holies, all joined
together, and this spoke to them of their presence in the holiest, and of
no separation. Thus each detail had a special significance to them.
There were never such difficult times as now, nO,-never; never such
perilous times as now-no, never; but there is special honour for His
servants in these last perilous times. Let us stand fast to the Word
of God, the truth which abideth for ever.
After another hymn, Rev. Isaac Hawker (Weston-super-Mare) commenced his address, "Dear fellow believers and fellow priests," and
said two great points were suggested to him: first, the character of
.certain people; and secondly, what blessing they have in promises and
for exercise. Who are these people ~ They are believers. What do
believer and believing mean ~ Our blessed Lord Himself asked, "Do
ye now believe ~" A believer is a member of Christ by engrafting, and
a believer is one who, whatever God says, believes Him, and never
questions it (see Gen. xv). What did Abraham do when the Lord
pointed out to him the stars, and said to him, " So shall thy seed be."
Abraham believed in the Lord, and said, " Amen" to it, asitmay be
put, and it was counted to him for righteousness. In a legal document
a person signs his name, and seals it, and puts his finger on the seal
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to indicate it is his act and deed. Faith sets or puts her finger on the
seal, so to speak, that God is true. When God says, " I have translated
them into the kingdom of My dear son," put your finger on it; set seal
to it. The high priest only entered the holiest once a year, but we
.have access whenever we have lj. message to Him. The veil was rent
from top to bottom when the Saviour's atonement was accomplished, thus
denoting access to the presence of God. If we are not offering spiritual
sacrifices, we are neglecting great privileges and great purposes of
blessing. God grant we may use our privileges as Spirit-anointed
priests until we see our great High Priest above, and serve and worship
Him for ever.
After singing, "Tell me the old, old story," Mr. G. F. Bergin, of
Ashley Down Orphanage, spoke. He remarked that it was said to
Peter, "when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren," and he
had often been strengthened by Peter. He then read the two passages
in the first Epistle of Peter concerning priesthood of believers, "Ye
also as lively stones are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood,"
and" Ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood." Holy-a holy
priesthood is holy in thought, and word, and action; holy because the
one great High Priest is holy, and royal-link the two-holy and royal.
If I am holy, anything applying to a royal priesthood is mine also.
Let us remember we belong to a royal family, and things which are
permissible to others are not befitting a royal priesthood. This priesthood is threefold. First, chosen of God. There are analogies and there
are contrasts in teaching, and so it is with the priesthood of Aarotl
and of believers. Secondly, believers are by birth-the new birth
into the family; and thirdly, by consecration-consecration by blood
of redemption and oil of sanctification. As we are anointed priests of
God, let us seek the lines of our royal priesthood, and see to it these lips
have praiseful grace. We bear His name, we are His by choice. May
we glorify Him and offer Him acceptable sacrifices. Remember the
lips are His, sealed by blood, consecrated by oil. Go forth, ye royal
ones, to distribute royal blessings.
After singing, "Yes, we part, but not for ever," Mr. Vicary said a
few words on the joy of the Conference meetings and blessed uniona little semblance and foretaste of the joy of living together above.
Then the Rev. J. Ormiston, in his touching closing speech, remarked
also upon the union characterizing all. He also mentioned the fact
that no speaker had dwelt upon the everlasting character of the
Melchisedec priesthood-from everlasting to everlasting. After a few
words upon the uncertainty of life and the glad reunion together,
we sang the farewell hymn, ". God be with you till we meet again."
The Rev. J. Ormiston closed the meeting with the benediction, and
we separated with many tender greetings and parting words.
The next evening many of us gathered together once more in the
Memorial Church, Cliftoll, to commemorate our Saviour's last supper" This do in remembrance of Me." The Rev. Trevor Fielder preached
the sermon from Deut. x. 8, speaking of1.separation, choice, service,
and blessing.
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May we all, after this feast of hearing the Word of the Lord in such
fulness, go forth in His strength and in His Name, always rememhering our great and responsible privileges. What we were called
'from and what we are called unto. We feel more and more,' as we
listen at these Conferences, that verse of one of the Conference
hymns :" Exhaustless is 'l'hy new, and new Thine old,
Most blessed Word!
Such wealth of folded treasure to unfold,
o blessed Word,
Demands eternity! helps me to see
How endless life may endless learning be."
Truly the contemplation has been sweet, and vistas of still inexhaustible treasures open up in the glorious consideration of the Priesthood of Christ and of His believing people.
" We walk' the outer court' awhile,
But live within the vail,
Look out and weep, look in and smile,
And chant the melting tale
Of Him Who blessed the bread and wine,
The Priest within' the inner shrine.' "
NETTlE.
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THE MYSTERY AND MARROW OF THE BIBLE IN GOD'S
COVENANTS.-No. XXXIX.
By FRANCIS ROBERTs, M.A., 1657, A.D.-Edited by the Rev. J. E.
WALKER, M.A.
(Continued from page 599.)
How full of interest to those, who can appreciate spiritual resemblances
and analogies, are the entrances upon the sacred history of Saul and
David. The one, although in a manner chosen of God (1 Sam. viii. 7-9)
to be the first king set over the people of the outward covenant, comes
before us seeking to recover, with the servant of his father's household,
the lost asses. David, on the contrary, is earliest seen abiding among
the gentle, quiet flocks (Ps. lxxviii. 70-72), a lowly shepherd before he
became king. Now Saul is the type of the Jewish people, who, though
of the external religion instituted of God, yet, in blindly following the
formal letter and ceremonial of the Law, vainly sought after an external
sanctity in the religiousness of the flesh, and man, fallen and unrenewed,
has been likened in the Divine Word to " a wild ass's colt" (Job xi. 12 ;
comp. Isa. i. 3). No outward and carnal, or formal religion can tame
the unrenewed heart (and Saul had only" another heart: " I Sam. x. 9),
or bring it near to God. The words in the thirty-second Psalm, as it
has been rendered from the Hebrew, are much more full of pathos
than as given in the Authorized Version: "Be not as the horse, or as
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the mule, which have no understanding, whose mouth must be held
in with bit and bridle, that they may come near unto thee."
Thus it becomes a complaint of God that the will of man is so led
captive of pride that he will not come to the Fountain of all grace
(John v. 40). Is not the profound teaching of Anselm true, that
there is not, nor has ever been, since the Fall, any such thing possible
as "free-will," which yet is so much vaunted of now, because only
grace (Ps."cx. 3) and only the Son can" make free." (John viii. 31-36).
And the words of Christ were said to just those-the Pharisees-of
whom, in their pride and self-righteousness, Saul was a type, and who,
as he once persecuted David in envy and malice, delivered over Jesus,
the true David, to the bitter death of the Cross (Matt. xxvii. 18).
Nor is the evil spirit of self-righteowmess laid and exorcised. It is still
ever with us in as inveterate and implacable an hostility against the doctrine of grace and against the flock of the Divine Shepherd, wherever
the heart remains, in the religion of the flesh, unsubdued by the sweet
sovereignty of grace. Now David, in his earliest days, is feeding his
father's sheep, a type of Jesus and His redeemed, of whom-both of the
Shepherd and the flock-the Psalms and holy writings of this kingly
Covenant so often tell. If that gentlest of all the Psalms, the twentythird, was, by the inspiration of the Comforter, a hymn of the last
years of David, then how his heart and memory returned in it (and is
not this the well-known attribute of age ~) to those peaceful years of
his simple and untroubled youth-a youth that had been nurtured in
the grace and love of God !
But further, if this analogical comparison is not fanciful but justified
-and so much seems to confirm it-then, as David succeeds Saul,
from whom the kingdom was removed and rent,-as indeed it was
afterwards from the ancient people after their rejection of the King
of love-David pre-signified Christ under the new dispensation of the
Gospel, which it identical with" the kingdom of heaven." Our Lord
is indeed actually called David in Ezek. xxxiv. 23-31. May we not
find this chief intention in God's revealing His Covenant of grace, with
its acces~ion of clearness, to David and to his spiritual ~eed-that in
Saul the self-righteousness, which the Mosaic Covenant engendered
in "the children of the bondwoman," might stand condemned, and
that the faith of the remnant, who should recognize and trust in the
~edeemer in the days of the Messiah,-their Shepherd-King, the true
David,-might thus also be prophetically revealed and sealed as the
faith of the chosen flock. and thus the literal history becomes also a
typical mystery.
We will now enquire into the distinctive features of the Davidic
Covenant, only first repeating that as a Covenant, super-added to the
former dispensations of the One Eternal Covenant, it shared with them
in the testamentary character, which by the Divine will they all
typically, but really, though only anticipatively, possessed. This is
most distinctly asserted in the Epistle to the Hebrews, and the close
and intimate relation of the typical to the anti-typical is there by
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inspiration confirmed (Heb. ix. 15, 16). Dr. Gill has rightly said that
the Covenant of grace in all its various and successive administrations
is properly a Covenant unto and with Christ as the Mediator and Surety
for His Church and people. It is a Testament as executed and sealed
by Him in His Death and most precious Blood, and given unto His
Church in its legacies and devisements. Dr. Owen has also expressed
the true testamentary character of the Old Testament in these words :" Unto the confirmation or ratification of a testament, that it may
be ' sure, stable, and of force,' there must be death, the death of the
testator.
" But there is no need that this should be by blood, the blood of the
testator, or of any other. Unto the consideration of the covenant,
blood was required, the blood of the sacrifice, and death only consequentially, as that which would ensue thereon ; but there was no need
that it should be the blood or death of him that made the covenant.
Wherefore, the Apostle, declaring the necessity of the Death of Christ,
both as to the nature of it,-that it was really death,-and as to the
manner of it,-that it was by the effusion of His Blood,-and
from the consideration of the two Covenants, the Old and the New
Testament, and what was required unto them, he evinceth it by that
which was essential unto them both, in a Covenant as such, and in a
Testament precisely so called. That which is most eminent and
essential unto a testament, is, that it is confirmed and made irrevocable
by the death of the testator. And that which is the excellency of a
solemn covenant, whereby it is made firm and stable, is, that it was
confirmed by the blood of sacrifices, as he proves in the instance of
the Covenant made at Sinai (ix. 18-22). Wherefore, whatever is
excellent in either of these, was to be found in the Mediator of the New
Testament. Take it as a Testament, which, upon the bequeathment
made therein of the goods of the Testator unto the heirs of promise, of
grace, and of glory, it hath that nature, and He died as the Testator,
whereby the grant of the inheritance was made irrevocable unto them.
Hereunto no more is required but His Death, without the consideration
of the nature of it in the way of a sacrifice. Take it as a covenant,
as upon the consideration of the promises contained in it, and the
prescription of obedience, it hath the nature of a covenant, though not
of a covenant strictly so-called; and so it was to be confirmed with
the Blood of the Sacrifice of Himself, which is the eminency of the
solemn confirmation of this Covenant. And as His Death had an
eminency above the death required unto a testament, in that it was
by blood, and in the sacrifice of Himself, which it is no way necessary
that the death of a testator should be, yet it fully answered the death
of a testator, in that He truly died; so had it an eminency above all
the ways of the confirmation of the old Covenant, or any other solemn
Covenant whatever; in that whereas such a Covenant was to be
confirmed with the blood of sacrifices, yet it was not required that it
should be the blood of him that made the Covenant, as here it was.
" The consideration hereof solves all the apparent difficulties, in the
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nature and!manner:of the apostle's argument. The word' testament,'
whereunto respect is here had, is, as we have shown, of a large signification, and various use. And frequently it is taken for a free grant and
disposition of things by promise, which hath the nature of a testament.
And in the old Covenant there was a free grant and donation of the
inheritance of the land of Canaan unto the people, which belongs unto
the nature of a testament also. Moreover, both of them, a covenant
and a testament, do agree in the general nature of their confirmation,
the one by blood, the other by death. Hereon the apostle, in the use
of the word testament, doth diversely argue both unto the nature,
necessity, and use of the Death of the Mediator of the New Testament.
He was to die in the confirmation of it, as it was a Testament, he being
the Testator of it; and he was to offer Himself, as a Sacrifice in His
Blood, for the establishment of it, as it had the nature of a Covenant."
This Covenant with David was, then, a Covenant of grace, or, more
correctly, an administration of the One Eternal Covenant in Christ,
revealed to David and to his spiritual seed as " all their salvation and
all their desire" (Ps. lxxxix. 19-37).
Of this our Author says:" The manifestation of this Covenant to David from God waE· not
immediate, but mediate. God revealed it to the Prophet Nathan by
vision, and Nathan accordingly declared it unto David, upnn occasion
of David's purpose to build God an house. 'According to all these
words, and according to all this vision, so did Nathan speak unto
David': 'Then thou spakest in vision unto thy Holy One.'
"The confirmation of this Covenant by God to David and to His
spiritual seed was various; especially fourfold: by catifying promises: by God'F sacred oath: by explanatory repetitIons; and by
actual accomplishments, though in IIleasurl'.
"1. By ratifying promises. Some promises, appertaining to this
Covenant, peculiarly assured David of its infallibility and perpetuity.
They are comprised in Ps. lxxxix. 28, 29, 33, 34, 35. Thus God adds
promi.se to promise, and binds one promise with another.
"2. By God's oath. God's prOllilse and oath are two immutable
things, in which it is impossible for Him to lie, and God, willing more
abundantly to show to David and his seed the immutability of His
Covenant, confil:med this Covenant by these two, that David and his
spiritual seed might have strong consolation thereby. 'I have sworn
unto David, My servant.' 'Once have I sworn by Mine holiness, that
I WIll not lie unto David.' 'The Lord hath sworn in truth unto David,
He will not turn from it.'
"3. By explanatory repetit!ons of this Covenant. God caused this
Covenant not only to be twice recorded in terms at iarge, but also
divf\rs times recites and explains it in other Scriptures, both of the
Old and New Testaments; especially in that threefold commentary
upon this Covenant: in Ps. lxviii. throughout; Ps. cxxxii., verse 11
to the end; and 2 Sam. xxiii. 1 to 8. Now in all such places as either
cite, lecite, or expound this Covenant, it is notably confirmed and
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established. The Covenant is doubled and trebled, for its greater
rerta,inty.'The two diHtinctive characteristics of tilis ministration with David
are that it was royal [l,)",d princely in gift, n,nd that it was expressed
in words of unconditional and absolute grace-grace which would never
fail, which would endure through all the unhappy forsakings and ill
requitals of the chosen objects of its own everlasting love and mercy.
It is a Covenant more distinctly and personally attached to the election
of grace in its outward expression than the Mosaic Covenant. This is
seen by comparing the gracious words in Ps. lxxxix. 30-37, with the
Song of Moses in Deut. xxxii. 15-28. And the Person of the Mediator,
the Prince of Peace, is more sweetly revealed in this royal, than in that
national Covenant.
Now, the one Eternal Covenant, which is the foundation, in the
counsels of grace, of all the subsidia,ry ministrations in time, could be
nothing else than unconditional and absolute from its very eternity of
Divine predestination in Christ, and of that Eternal Covenant we have
seen the Sinaitic dispensation wa,s a true though shadowed revelation.
Now, as compared with that earlier Covenant in its outward expression,
this under David was evidently much more sweetly and abundantly
rich in grace. It was correspondently rich in the expression of the
Divine compassions, the very ehastenings of which are to the gracious
soul one of the most loving tokens of those compassions (Heb. xii. 6-8).
It was, moreover, rich in spiritual experience; in the personal evidences
of life that are in every soul quickened unto faith; rich also in longings
for and enjoyment of fellowship and communion with God. No one
can read its writings in the Psalms and in the Prophets without being
sensible how far more in wealth of spiritual experience this royal
Covenant excels the legal Covenant. It seems, indeed, rather united,
in these personal and spiritual characteristics, to the Abrahamic
Covenant.
It is, besides all this, most evidently sealed in Him, of Whom it not
only taught and prophesied, but Who became personally identifi,ed
with it, having the very name of David (Isa. Iv. 4, 5).
Let us examine, though briefly, and in a way necessarily all unworthy
of its Divine dignity and sweetness, these several aspects of this Davidic
Covenant, and we must confess how great an advance it was upon the
Mosaic Covenant; for, in truth, God in His Self-revelation in His grace
in Christ, never goes back, and there is nothing actually retrograde in
His dispensations, nor can there ever be. This is why we must utterly
refuse to believe that there can be any return of the shadows of the
ceremonial Covenant, whatever the Divine purposes may have in
reserve of grace and restoration for the people of the ancient
national Covenant in the latter days (Gal. v. 2; Heb. x. 16-18, 26).
Indeed, in the language of Holy Scripture, the days of the Gospel are
themselves properly" the last days," for there will not, nor can there
be, any further revelation of grace, still less a return to the ceremonial
shadows, seeing that He, Who is the Truth, the Substance, has come,
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Incarnate, to fulfil, and satisfy, and finish, and perfect for ever all
that was pre-signified and foretold (Heb. i. 1). This is the error
fatal to all ultra-dispensational teaching-that it brings back the
sacrificial shadows after" the Sun of Righteousness has arisen with
healing in His wings." We shall also understand how this royal
Covenant spake of the true David, Who is the Shepherd-King and the
Prophet, how also it has within it the voices of His flock, chosen and
loved from eternity, redeemed, quickened, and sanctified. Is not
this the meaning of the last words of the 78th Psalm :-that Christ,
chosen as Head of the Body Mystical, as the royal Shepherd, Who,
crowned with the thorns of the curse, should give Himself in the fulness
of time for the redemption of the flock ;-that He, the true David, was
taken therefore in those eternal counsels of the Father, and in His own
Self-giving love in those self-same everlasting counsels, "from the
sheepfolds ,. (for the flock were all known by name in that Covenant
of love) that He might " feed them, and guide them by the skilfulness
of His Hands," broken and pierced for them, to the safe fold of the
everlasting peace? Thus, these words sing in unison with the
Shepherd-Psalm, the 23rd, and with others also-Ps. xxviii. 9, lxxiii. 24 ;
and with the great prophesies of this royal Covenant, Ps. xl. 10, 11 ;
liii. 6-11; Micah v. 1--4; vii. 14, 16-20.
There can then be no need for hesitation in insisting that there are
two elements in the Davidic Covenant, by which it is eminently distinguished, and both have the seal of perpetuity inscribed upon them.
They are these: that in its writings the heart of the Eternal Surety of
the Covenant of grace-the Victim-Redeemer-is revealed with all its
inmost feelings, as nowhere else,-no, not even in the Gospels; and,
also, that there is in those same precious writings the experience,
written and uttered, of every living soul, quickened in grace by the
Holy Ghost and made a member of the mystical Body of Jesus Christ,
as indeed they are written and uttered in no other part of Holy Scripture.
Would we know our Immanuel with a reverent intimacy of spiritual
friendship, would we learn the fellowship of His sufferings, where shall
we find that inward knowledge, that blessed fellowship but in the
Psalms, as He only can open their infinite mysteries of love and sorrow
to the heart? (Luke xxiv. 44.) Again, if we would trace the footsteps of the redeemed flock, as well as those of their gentle and faithful
Shepherd, where, by the universal consent of all the true members of
that flock, can we find those footsteps as they have been left in these
inspired songs of Zion? Where do we heal' the voices of the pilgrims
of grace upon their way home to God as there? (Cant. i. 7.)
In the Song of Songs there is the same element of perpetuity.
Neither the spiritual experiences in that mystical Song of Christ and
the Church, nor in the Psalms belong to those ceremonial shadows, that
fled away when the Sun of Righteousness arose. It is true that to
the earlier dispensations, under which they were actually written,
these holy writings prophesied of Christ, and the Canticles expressed
the longing of every soul, quickened under the Old Testament, for His
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first advent in the humiliation of the flesh, saying, "Until the day
break and the shadows flee away, turn, my beloved, and be thou like
a roe or a young hart upon the mountains of Bether" (Cant. ii. 17).
In this they both belonged to that preparative dispensation of promise.
And yet the Psalms do not move in the land of types and shadows.
They are penetrated with the Light of Life, luminous with His Divine
Presence of healing and grace, not therefore symbols, as the sacrifices
were, but rather His very Self, unveiling before His actual Incarnation
as God the Word, as the sole-begotten of the Father, the most inward
and sacred feelings of His Heart, the truth of His passion-sorrows,
of His redemptive obedience, of His vicarious sufferings, and not
indeed as though afar off, but as if the Victim-Redeemer stood actually
among those who sang them. It has been well written: "It has
been truly said that the Psalms describe the inner life of the Man of
Sorrows-His sufferings, His aspirations, His glorious triumph. Some
assert they cannot see enough of Christ in the Psalms: the fault is
their own. The veil is upon their hearts. Our Redeemer has set
His seal of approval upon the Psalms-' All things must be fulfilleg,
which were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in
the psalms, concerning Me.'" And that eminent defender of the
fundamental verity of the Christian faith, our Lord's Consubstantial
Godhead-Dr. Cook, of Belfast-has said: "There is one view of
Christ . . . that can be discovered only in the Book of Psalms; I
mean, His inward life. No eye-witness of the outward Man, though
an inspired evangelist, could penetrate the heart. But the Spirit, Who
, searcheth the deep things of God,' has, in the Psalms, laid open the
inmost thoughts, sorrows, and conflicts of our Lord. The evangelists
faithfully and intelligently depict the Sinless Man; the Psahns alone
lay open the heart of the Man of Sorrows." And these words are
most true: "Even inspired Apostles did not stand in the same
representative, theocratic relation to Christ, as did the royal Psalmist
and the Prophets who penned the Psalms. Christ in His gospels
did not see fit to delineate for us the actings and exercises of His human
Soul in His communing with the Father. He used the Psalms; He
found Himself delineated in them; He sang them, He quoted them,
expounded them to His disciples, and died with the words of a Psalm
upon His lips. 'In the Book of Psalms,' says Luther, 'we have not
the life of the saints only, but we have the experience of Christ Himself,
the Head of all the saints; so we may truly call the Psahns a little
Bible.' "
Surely the Messianic Psalms bring the faith of the living soul as near
to the broken Heart of Jesus as the Gospels, and are the Gospel in
prophecy, the voice of the Shepherd of Love speaking within the heart
of the flock, and saying: "Behold how I have loved and have suffered
for you. Look upon My hands, and feet, and side, and know that it is
I Myself." How full of sweet mystery this is-a mystery only to be
interpreted by the truth that" the Lamb, slain from the foundation of
the world," has so filled the thoughts of the Holy Ghost in His inspira-
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tion of the Psalms, that, centuries before the risen Redeemer spoke
to Thomas, His voice has said" in David" the words of the 22nd
Psalm: "They pierced My hands, and My feet." And these words
have no relation to any incident in the life of David. If these, the
Gospels, shall endure supreme in the faith and devotion of the Church
to the end of time, the Psalms must also. This-that our Immanuel
sorrows, prays, weeps, rejoices in them-is the height of their Divine
glory, the quintessence of their spiritual sweetness, the majesty of
their inspiration, the inmost heart of their consolation to the flock
for which He died and lives. They are the words of the Eternal Word
Incarnate, the prayers of the Victim-Redeemer, the tears of the Divine
Sufferer of Gethsemane and of Golgotha, the prevailing Intercession of
the Mediator of the Covenant of peace, the promise of His blessed
appearing, and they have by prophecy the sentence of the Judge of
quick and dead. The solemn warning against the profane censures,too sadly passed by many calling themselves Christians upon the
imprecatory Psalms,-in the Bampton Lectures of the present Archbishop of Armagh are of infinite truth, and most necessary for these
unhappy days.
But, furthcr, these Songs of Zion contain a complete manual of
gracious experience. They have within thcm the voices of the purchased flock. How true is this testimony by Dr. Dick, whose valuable
paper on "Modern Evangelism" was reprinted in the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE some months since: "The Psahns only, as being supernatural themselves, are adequately fitted to express God's supernatural work of grace in the soul.
He who produced supernatural life in the soul by regeneration, produced by inspiration
supernatural songs to nourish that life and adequately express its
supernatural emotions. The miracle of regeneration thus corresponds
to the miracle of inspiration. 'Deep calleth unto deep.' "
How sadly denuded of experimental trnth, of the feelings and experience of grace in the living soul, would the Holy Writings be, if the Psalms,
the Canticles, and the last prophecies of Isaiah-all writings of the
kingly Covenant-could disappear from the Word of God! Could we
strain our imagination to conceive of the Bible without these precious
treasuries of spiritual exper~ence, these inspired manuals of the heartlife in God, it might awaken in us some little conception of the enduring
value and of the infinite sweetness of the Davidic dispensation.
Our author has sweetly written: "The (legal) Covenant was manifested to all Israel immediately by God, in most dreadful sort, at
Mount Sinai, God speaking to them out of the midst of the fire with a
great voice: but this to David mediately by the prophet Nathan,
according to the vision which he had from God. That was solemnly
confirmed by sacrifices at the skirt of Mount Sinai: this by God's
sacred and immntable oath.
"This Covenant with David was a comfortable Covenant. It
depended merely upon God. It was evangelical, ordered in all things,
sure, and everlasting. In all these regards it was exceeding com-
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fortable. And upon these considerations David in his last words
notably raised up his consolations upon this Covenant, placing all his
salvation, and all his delight thereupon, although at the present his
house was not so with God as the Covenant promised. And this
Covenant was his comfort to his last breath, to his dying day. Oh,
the Covenant and promises of God in Jesus Christ are the safest, surest,
sweetest, and most immovable comforts of believers both in life and
death! Let our last words, and last thoughts, be all fixed upon God's
Covenant, as David's were."
And again he writes: "Jesus Christ, the Essential Word of God
and the Servant of God in His mediatory office, was not only one
blessing promised and a principal end intended in this Covenant, but
also the only outward impulsive cause inclining God thereunto. Christ
was the matter, end, and foundation of this Covenant. Christ was the
centre, the lines, and the circumference of this Covenant. Jesus Christ
was the very life and soul of this, as of all other Covenants of faith:
The Same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever. You cannot study
this Covenant, but therein you shall learn Christ. He is the Jewel in
this cabinet. Oh, delight to open and look into tllis cabinet, for the
Jewel's sake laid up therein! "
Now, it has always been maintained by reformed theologians that,
considered in itself, the Covenant of grace, under all its administrations,
is unconditional, for a condition attached to anything implies a right,
if it is fulfilled, upon the part of the person so fulfilling, and it may
also seem to imply a natural power to fulfil. Neither of these can be
claimed for souls dead in spiritual death and unbelief, "without
strength," and in positive enmity and rebellion. The words of St. Paul
are directly contrary: "For, when we were yet without strength, ill
due time Christ died for the ungodly. For scarcely for a righteous
man will one die; yet peradventure for a good man some would even
dare to die. But God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us" (Rom. v. 6-8).
This unconditional glory of the Covenant of gTace seemed clouded
over, and as if it suffered partial eclipse, under the legal dispensation.
In this, the following ministration of grace, the unconditional freeness
and fulness of the eternal Covenant shone forth again as in the
Abrahamic dispensation. Witsius has well observed upon this in his
monumental work on the Covenants, I. pp. 386-395. It is this which
has given their enduring character to the spiritual hymns of the Old
Covenant, so that they need no corresponding book of Divine praise
in the New. They are indeed themselves, by the inspiration of the
one Eternal Spirit, of the spirit of the New. They are, as St. Paul says,
using the three names, which are given in the inspired titles of the
Psalms, both in the Hebrew and the LXX., "the Word of Christ" (Col.
iii. 16), containing His own human voice, and the voices of those whom
He has quickened in grace to make melody by these Divine lqmns
unto the Lord.
If this authority of the Psalms, to speak in the Name of Christ,-the
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anti-typical" sweet Psalmist of Israel,"-and to become a Divine manual
of heart-experience to the living flock, is admitted, (and who can venture
to deny it ?) then, no religious experience that does not correspond to
its words, however spiritual it may profess to be, can claim to have the
.seal of God. Is it conceivable that the Comforter, if His greater
plenitude of grace under the New Covenant had superseded the
experience so vividly expressed in the Psalms and prayers of David
<Ps. lxxii. 20), would have failed to attach to His benefits under that
New Testament a manual of worship adapted to the new conditions
of spiritual life ?
We may then conclude that it was the Divine intention, that in the
absence of any other, these hymns: of inspiration should continue, and,
with them, the experience uttered in them. Their voices of deep, heartbroken confession, their sense of conflict and, not seldom, of spiritual
distress and darkness, their prayers for the compassions and quickenings
of the Comforter, their breathings after God and their enjoyment of
communion with Him-all this, and how much more that belongs to
the inward history of every living soul! has been written indelibly
upon the Psalms, to bear a continual witness of grace as an inward
experience to every child of the heavenly adoption and of the Covenant
of life and peace in Christ Jesus.
These things must be very evident to all who are devoted to the
use of the Psalms. They do not lead their pilgrims in a monotonous
level of un-exercised, self-satisfied religionism. They know well" the
changes," which the Divine voice of Jesus Himself has said, in the
Psalm of the betrayal (Ps. Iv. 19), must preserve the soul in the fear
()f the Lord and keep it tender and humble in His ways.
They are a true" Pilgrim's Progress" of the soul. They are full of
living intercession with God and of the communion of the Holy Ghost,
of the inward sensibilities of faith, and repentance, and hope, and they
.consent in every desire and longing to the prayer, so evidently
penetrated with their spiritual life, of Hezekiah, who lived under this
Davidic dispensation: "0 Lord, by these things men live, and in all
these things is the life of my spirit: so wilt thou recover me, and make
me to live."
The falling and rising temperature of the living soul is constantly
marked in the Psalms. Thus, they show that a living religion is not
an intellectual assent to the truth, an acceptance merely of creed or
doctrine, still less an outward observance, a ruhrical routine, but an
inward life, that comes from the living God into the soul, and is maintained by a vital union with Him in Christ. The God of the Covenant
()f peace, the Mediator of the Covenant-Who is the eternally-begotten
Son (Ps. ii. 7)-the Spirit of grace are by Triune Presence in the
Psalms, and to the soul, that can respond to their words, the promiBc
of the eternal Covenant has surely been fulfilled: "The mountains
shall depart, and the hills be removed; but My kindness shall not
depart from thee, neither shall the Covenant of Mypeace be removed,
Ijaith the Lord that hath mercy upon thee" (Isa. liv. 10); "and the
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mercy of the Lord is from"'everlasting to everlasting upon them that
fear Him, and His righteousness unto children's children; to such as
keep His Covenant, and to them that remember His commandments
to do them" (Ps. ciii. 17, 18).
Therefore it has been written in the New Testament, and the words
are a sweet echo of the older Covenant: "Ye are the temple of the
living God: as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them:
and I will be their God, and they shall be My people. Wherefore come
out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch
not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, and will be a Father
unto you, and ye shall be My sons and daughters, saith the Lord
Almighty" (2 Cor. vi. 16-18).
May we not join in the apostolic prayer: "Now the God of peace,
that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd
of the sheep through the blood of the everlasting Covenant, make
you perfect in every good work to do His will, working in you that
which is well-pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom
be glory for ever and ever. Amen" (Heb. xiii. 20, 21).
(2'0 be contimbecl).

ACCESS TO GOD BY THE SPIRIT.
" THROUGH him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father"
(Eph. ii. 18). Jesus opened a way for sinners to the Father by His
death; He pointed out that way by His teaching; and He emboldens
us to approach in tha,t way by His intercession. This way is intended
for both Jews and Gentiles. By this way we can have access to God,
come into His presence, and draw near to Him. But it is the Spirit
that now unfolds the way to us, excites the desire to approach God
through it, and enables us to come to God by it. He gently leads us.
He kindly teaches us. He secretly enables us. Without the Spirit,
we should stop short of God, rest in forms, and be strangers to heartaffecting fellowship with the Most High. But the Comforter will not
allow the Lord's people to be satisfied without nearness to God, intercourse with God, and frequent communications from God. Real
religion is having to do with God, having to do with God through
Jesus, and under the teaching and influence of the Holy Spirit. We
come to God as a Father, we plead with God as a Father, we confide in
God as a Father, we confess our sins to God as a Father, we obtain
pardon from God as a Father, and we receive gifts and grace from God
as a Father. The Holy Spirit reveals the relationship, testifies to our
adoption, and gives us boldness and access with confidence by the faith
of Jesus. Blessed Comforter! let us enjoy access to God, fellowship
with God, and joy in God, through Thy gracious influence, teaching,
and work. Never, never let us rest in forms, services, or even our
highest privileges; but let us be able daily to say, " Truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ." Nearer to
God, nearer to God, we cry !-James Smith.
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THE PORTRAIT.-REV. F. PEAKE, LL.D.

THE following brief autobiography of our good friend, Dr. PEAKE,
Secretary of the Lord's Day Observance Society, will interest our
readers. The appended able Paper on the" Mediatorial Priesthood of
Christ" was read by him at the late Clifton Conference.
AUTOBIOGRAPHY.
I WAS born in the West of London in 1840, and educated privately,
partly in France, on lines subsequently adopted on the modern side of
English Public Schools. The mathematical part of this training
secured for me, at an early age, an appointment as Mathematical
Assistant Master in the Bristol Grammar School, where an elder brother
already occupied a similar post, which he held for the remainder of
his life. My own tenure of office lasted but seven years, during which
time I continued my studies and -eventually graduated at Trinity
College, Dublin, where I took honours and prizes in religious knowledge,
mathematics, and law, and was admitted to the degrees of M.A. and
LL.D.
Meanwhile I was being further prepared for my future position by
my valued share in the congregational life and associations of St. Maryle-Port Church, the work in its Sunday Schools, and the helpful friendship, which I shared with a group of other young men, of the honoured
Rector, the Rev. S. A. Walker, himself a graduate of Dublin University.
With a view to enter the ministry, I resigned my mastership in
December, 1867, and was ordained by Bishop Waldegrave, of Carlisle,
to a curacy in Cumberland, under my steadfast friend, the Rev. A.
Oates, now of Christ Church, Ware. A few months later, with the
Bishop's cordial approval of the grounds I assigned for so doing, I
declined the offer of the Domestic Chaplaincy at Rose Castle. After
his death, in 1869, I accepted the advice of Bishop Anderson that I
should go out to Tinnevelly to establish there a new College in connection with the Church Missionary Society. As Vicar of Clifton, and
as Assistant to the Bishop of Carlisle during his last illness, he had
opportunities of becoming acquainted with both my scholastic and my
ministerial qualifications. But a brief experience of local conditions
satisfied me that the missionaries on the spot were not prepared to
co-operate in the plans formulated at home.
On my return to England, in 1871, I filled curacies for a short time
in Bristol and Southsea, and afterwards held, in succession, an Association Secretaryship of the Church Pastoral Aid Society in the North of
England (1873-1881), the Incumbency of St. Silas, Glasgow (1881-1885),
and the Chaplaincy of Nailsworth, Gloucestershire (1886-1892).
In 1892 I was invited to succeed Dr. Gritton as Secretary of the
Lord's Day Observance Society, which post I still hold.
I have published nothing beyond a few magazine articles, two or
three pamphlets on ecclesiastical questions, and various contributions
to the stock:of publications of the Society with which I am connected.
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My theological standpoint continues, with fuller knowledge and
wider experience than I possessed forty-two years ago, to be that of my
former chiefs, Mr. Walker and Bishop Waldegrave; and, in my pastoral
methods and ministration of the Prayer Book services, I have steadily
refused to follow the retrograde party-they boast themselves
" advanced "-who consciously or unconsciously are going back to
the principles and practices which the Church of England discarded,
on Scriptural grounds, at the Reformation.
CHRIST'S SOLE MEDIATORIAL PRIESTHOOD.

the many methods which have been devised to promote the
introduction and propagation of Sacerdotal ideas of the Christian
ministry, few have been more successful in deluding untaught or
unwary souls than the assertion of analogies-false analogies-between
what was divinely instituted under the Law of Moses, and what is
alleged to have been instituted-or, at any rate, implied-under the
Gospel.
And people who do not distinguish between an illustration and a
proof are often sorely perplexed when the apt illustration seems to
establish an opinion which they have hitherto regarded as baseless.
:&ut, though the illustration may serve to explain distinctly the idea
which is in a speaker or writer's mind, it by no means follows that the
said idea is a correct one, still less that he has proved its correctness.
On the Sunday when the Old Testament lesson recalls the rebellion
of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram against the arrangements which constituted Aaron the priest and Moses the ruler of Israel, it is easy enough
to use the story to point the lesson that men" not correctly ordained"
must not aspire to the functions of a Christian priest-" seeking the
priesthood also." But it is just as easy, and more accurate, to use it
to reproach those who, having been called, as the Levites were, to a
serving and teaching ministry, aspire to Sacerdotal functions to which
they have certainly never been called of God, as were Aaron and Christ;
and who, so far as concerns the Clergy of the Church of England, have
never been called by the organization to whose ministry they have
been admitted by those who have public authority given to them tor
this purpose in the congregation.
Another favourite analogy gives a grudging recognition to the
priesthood of the Christian laity, disliking to see it actually exercised,
puts forward as indisputable the higher priesthood of the Clergy, and
leaves to the Lord Jesus Christ the name of High Priest while usurping
His functions. It points to the high priesthood of Aaron and his
successors in that special office, to the priesthood of his other descendants, and to the priesthood of all Israel-the kingdom of priests-as
supplying an analogy so cogent as to amount to proof.
But this illustration overlooks the absence of a Divine call to the
Christian ministry to exercise these special priestly functions, and it
leaves no place for so important a section of the people of Israel as the
Levites.
AMONG
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If another analogy may be suggested, as an alternative interpretation
of the same facts, it would recognize cheerfully the priesthood of
Israel as a whole (including the Levites, but not putting them, in this
respect, on any higher level than their brethren of the chosen people),
then the Levites as a teaching and serving ministry, and then the
priesthood of Aaron and his family as a separate unit, filling exclusively
" the priest's office," to which the other Levites were not admitted.
Such an analogy would serve to illustrate the position of those who
hold, as I do, that under the New Testament the only person called
of God to exercise a Mediatorial Priesthood is the Lord Jesus Christ;
who regard the Clerical office-never designated a priesthood in the
New Testament-as a teaching and serving ministry of the Word and
Sacraments, and the laity as sharing equally with them the consecration
to a non-mediatorial priesthood, called and permitted to offer up
spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. I say that such
an analogy would serve to illustrate our position, while I admit that
it would not suffice to prove it; but this can be done, I believe, by an
appeal to the teaching of Scripture on this important point.

The main thing, as I apprehend, to be established, so far as it concerns the Old Testament arrangement, from which both sides draw
their illustration, is whether the Mosaic Priesthood consisted of two
distinct classes, the high priests and the common priests, or whether it
was in the eyes of the Law an office essentially one and indivisible,
though, under its special and temporary circumstances, necessarily
administered by a variety of individuals. This is what I meant by
the Priesthood regarded as a unit.
From all eternity there existed in the mind of God an ideal Priesthood,
one only Mediator between God and man; an ideal to be realized
ultimately in the person and ministry of the Man Christ Jesus.
This ideal was presented to Israel's first father, Abraham, in the
person of Melchisedek, priest of the Most High God, from whom
Abraham, the fount of blessing to all the nations of the earth, himself
received blessing and sustenance, as from a recognized superior and
over-lord; and to whom Abraham, and in him, as a unit, all his
descendants, Priests, Levites and people, rendered homage and tribute
in the payment of tithe.
To impress this ideal of God's ideal priesthood, he is represented, so
far as his personality is revealed, as reflecting the attributes of the
Priest whom the Most High God had in reserve: standing alone; not
owing his priesthood to earthly descent and genealogy, nor transmitting
it by similar lines of succession; not taking up office at some definitely
recorded moment of time, nor laying it down at the end of his days.
So far as the Scripture presents him, he is made to resemble the Son
of God, the reserved Priest to be manifested in due time, Priest in His
own right, Priest from all eternity to all eternity, all-sufficient for
every claim on His priestly powers, exercising His priestly functions
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without il\t.cl'missions or limitations imposed on Him by weariness, or
hodily w('akncss, or sickness, or decay, or death.
But t.Jw Law maketh men high priests which have infirmity, as
MOAt's consecrated and anointed Aaron to be the priest of Israel.
It iA Ilotiecable that the title which the Pentateuch most frequently
hCHtowH on Aaron is not the" High Priest" but simply" The Priest,"
though HOll1ctimes the" Anointed Priest," or the" Great Priest." And
ill Ihodus xxviii. 1, where Aaron's sons are expressly associated with
him and specified by name, the Divine intention was" that he may
miniHtcr unto me in the priest's office." The office of Priest was
'HHcntially Aaron's.
In the ceremonies of the great day of Atonement, the central act of
his mcdiatorial priesthood, Aaron is represented as filling" the priest's
office"; and it was expressly commanded that there should be none
with him in the performance of this duty, not even his sons.
It was recognized, however (Lev. xvi.), that death would one day
set limits to his personal ministry, and that special arrangements must
be made for the continuity of "the priest's office." It was to be
transmitted to his son, and his son's son, and so on; but they would
minister in right of Aaron's consecration and anointing, and wear his
robes, and fulfil on his behalf the office of " The Priest."
Human mortality was not, however, the only defect to be provided
against; weariness, sickness, and decay would hinder the discharge of
the priestly duties. The multiplicity of sacrifices and offerings and
other urgent claims on the priest's attention would overwhelm him
did he actually stand alone, even if allowance were made for imperfect
appreciation of his office on the part of the people, and correspondingly
fewer claims on his services.
And therefore, from the first (Exod. xxviii. 1), Aaron the Priest was
allowed the co-operation of his sons and of their children, till eventually
the Priest of Israel was assisted in his duties by twenty-four courses of
priests, drawn from the members of his family.
And yet" the Priest's office" was still to be regarded as one: continuous in spite of mortality, through an unbroken line of substituted
successors; ever-available, in spite of human shortcoming, through
the assistance of the priestly family. Thus, though exercised through
many individuals, the office and work of the Priest was essentially one
in principle and action; claiming from the many individuals a close
adhesion to the Divinely appointed regulations for the Priest's mediation
between God and man, and leaving no room in their action for the
intrusion of any personal factor; for their work centred not in a
Person, but in an office, which was one.
WlU'1l

Now the Law, being at best a shadow, forecasting good things to
come, the time arrived in God's providence when the symbolic
presentation of God's means of reconciliation should make way for
the actual plan which had been so long foreshadowed.
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And of this plan the appointed ministrant was God's ideal Priest;
a Priest whose type was not to be sought in the subdivided functions
of over-burdened, mortal Aaron, but in his superior Melchizedek,
a priest not made after the law of a carnal commandment, but after
the power of an endless life.
Naturally, we look to the Epistle to the Hebrews to picture for us
the unique and all-sufficient dignity of the one perfect Mediatorial
Priest.
He needs no assistance from contemporaries, co-adjutors, suffragans
-for He is Divinely sufficient to meet personally every claim on His
priestly services, every appeal to His sympathy, every demand on His
attention, every petition for His help. He fainteth not, neither is
weary.
He is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of every heart. All
things are naked and open to His eyes; and those eyes are not yet
the eyes of a just and even stern Judge, but the eyes of a sympathetic
fellow-man, touched with the feeling of our infirmities. For He
knoweth whereof we are made: He remembereth that we are but
dust.
•
The good physician does not pass on our case to assistants and
subordinates. He is perfectly competent to deal with it Himself,
whatever the trouble may be. He has the needful command of time
and strength and insight and healing methods. He neither slumbers
nor sleeps. He is with us all the days. Even the darkness is no
darkness with Him. He is able, single-handed, to save to the uttermost all that come unto God by Him.
Again, He needs no successors to take up and carry on a work that
has fallen from His hands; seeing that He ever liveth to make intercession for us, that He is a Priest for ever, throughout the ages, even
unto the end of the world.
The priesthood of Aaron needed successors: they were many priests
because they were not suffered to continue by reason of death; but
this Priest, after the order of Melchizedek, abideth a Priest, continueth
ever, holding an unchanging, an intransmissible Priesthood. Of our
High Priest it is witnessed that He liveth.
The Law maketh men High Priests which have infirmity, including
mortality; but the word of the oath, which was since the Law, maketh
the Son, who is perfected, consecrated, for evermore.
He needs no assistants. He is fully prepared to deal with every
individual case to the utmost extension of the Present.
He needs no successors. He is not called upon to lay down His
Priesthood under the pressure of years, at the summons of death.
Each generation may count on finding Him at His post, to the utmost
extension of the future.
Such is our Priest--Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, to-day, and
for ever; a royal High Priest over the royal priesthood of all His
people.
.
Where is another who can produce the same Divinely uttered,
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Divinely registered call, or offer the same all-sufficient, ever-available
qualifications ~ By Him, and by Him alone, let us come boldly to
the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help
in time of need.
Why should we go back-we are not going back-to arrangements
admittedly imperfect, temporary, provisional, which have passed
away with the provisional, educational, preparatory system to which
they belonged; which were designed to lead us, which have led us,
to the joyful recognition of our one all-sufficient, ever-abiding Mediator
and Priest.

(

•

GRACE TRIUMPHANT.
CELlA LANGLEY, the subject of this brief memoir, was almost the lifelong friend of the writer, whose one object (she trusts) in giving the
narrative, is the praise, honour, and glory of our God and His invincible
grace. By whom, and through which she was brought from darkness
to light, and from the power of sin and Satan into the glorious liberty
of the children of God. She was born of poor but very respectable
parents, in a small village near the Fen part of the county of NorfoJk,
believed to be Hockwold-cum-Wilton, on January 14th, 1849. Her
parents did not long remain in that village, but were, in the good
providence of God, removed to Feltwell, an adjoining village about
two miles distant, where, as quite young children, an attachment
sprung up between her and myself, which has been preserved, amid
many vicissitudes, by our God's fostering care and overruling grace and
mercy throughout our lives, save one short break.
Her parents did their best, according to the light they possessed, to
train up their children in habits of uprightness and morality. When
Celia was old enough she was sent to the Church Sunday School, where,
later on, I also attended. God's Holy Word formed the chief subject
of our instruction there, together with the Church Catechism, etc., and
our young minds were well stored with the letter of Divine inspiration,
especially the four Gospels and the Epistles, which, with the usual
collects for each Sunday, we had to commit to memory and repeat in
our classes. As far as memory serves, I believe also that we were
taught about Jesus and the great purpose and mission for which He
came to this earth of ours. The general teaching, however, was a
free will and duty faith one. Celia's parents could impart no better
instruction at home, as they were themselves unenlightened spiritually.
Thus Celia grew up in total ignorance of God's way and plan of
salvation by grace alone, but was an outwardly moral, consistent
character, respected by those with whom she came in contact, and
a staunch adherent to the Church of England and its formulffi.
When her schooldays expired she was placed out in domestic service.
Her first place, I believe, being with an old lady in the village who was
nearly, or quite blind, where she won golden opinions on. all sides for
her faithful devotion to her. It was her custom at this place to occupy

678

The Gospel Magazine.

much of her time and attention for the old lady by reading to her, and
doubtless this circumstance cultivated and laid the foundation for the
development of this gift, which she possessed in an enviable share till
quite near her end. She was a very beautiful reader, and in latter
years, when the gift was sanctified with a gracious experience, it was
a great delight to listen to her. Her conduct in this position very
highly commended itself to the Rectory ladies, Mrs. and Miss Sparke,
who in their visits had frequent opportunities of observing it; and
when, after some time, a lady relative of theirs in London required an
under nurse, she was chosen by them for the place. This position of
all others was just the one for which God had naturally fitted her.
She was fond of children, and had a talent for managing them with
both firmness and kindness, which won their love and commanded
respect. Here she remained for some few years, until illness and
death in the nursery brought about changes by which she felt her
work there was done.
Just about the same time the Feltwell Rector's daughter, then Mrs.
H. Upcher, a most lovable and amiable young lady, for whom Celia
entertained the greatest affectio ll_and loving respect, and whom also
she believed to be a devoted Christian, was needing a good nurse in
her own establishment for her first-born child, and she desired that
Celia would take the post, which she accordingly did, with mutual
satisfaction all round. I think perhaps this pathway was designed by
our God for the display of His preserving grace and mercy for her, in
her days of unregeneracy; for I rather think in the London family she
was exposed to worldly influences, and more "life," as they term it,
than was good for her. I remember her telling me of their card-playing,
and occasional visits to the theatre, etc. I know I remonstrated with
her about it, particularly the latter. In the country establishment
there were, I believe, fewer temptations of this sort, and though she
still possessed the natural inclination for these sinful frivolities, she
could not indulge in them, or certainly not to the same extent. The
ladies, moreover, were very strict and devoted in their lives, especially
for the observance of the Lord's Day, and doubtless the example they
set carried weight, and had its influence upon the whole domestic
household. It was, however, during her residence in this family that
she became impatient of my remonstrances with her on matters of
conscience, and for some time discontinued her correspondence with me.
This was a great grief to me, for I loved her dearly, and could not give
her up; nor did I rest till reconciliation had been made, which I firmly
believe was graciously brought about and overruled by our God for our
mutual good. Her dear mother, to whom I went as the one natural
friend who could influence her, was the means of healing the breach.
After being in this family, if memory serve correctly, about five
and a half years, it pleased God to lay His afflicting hand very heavily
upon that dear parent, and she felt it her duty to go home and
share with her father the sorrow that had come upon them. Then
it was that she and I became more drawn together than ever before.
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My holidays were largely spent with her, and I, being in the experience
of my new-found joy in the Lord, was constantly seeking to praise and
extol my great and precious Saviour to h(~r, as also to draw her to seek
Him for herself. But no real impression was made till the set time
came, when our God had decreed-not to propose, but call by grace"To change her heart, renew her will,
And turn her feet to Zion's hill."
Yet I firmly believe, even then, she was being taught and
instructed in the doctrinal basis of our most holy faith. Her father
possessed a great treasure, though neither he nor herself knew it as such,
in a volume of dear saintly Toplady's sermons. Oh, they were most
precious! Just such sound, solid, and savoury food as my soul loved.
I would say to her in the evenings, " Let us have another of Toplady's
sermons;" to which she would reply, sometimes, it may be, with a
little irritation, "Oh, you always want those sermons;" but she
generally yielded, and gratified my wishes by reading one aloud to me,
by which means I feel sure the Holy Spirit was preparing her heart for
the reception of the precious truths so discriminatingly set forth by
that able minister of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ in them. On
one occasion, when we were retiring, and had each been upon our knees,
as we arose, I was led to put this question to her. "Sissy, do you
really pray, or only use a form of prayer ~" The Holy Spirit caused
it to sink deep into her heart, and with it gave a real concern about
her state and condition before God, such as she had never before known.
To me it was but a casual remark, and soon forgotten; not so, however,
with her, for she told long years after, that she dated her first real
impression spiritually from that event (this fact she confirmed to me
in her last illness). I believe she immediatley set about to establish a
righteousness of her own, or to use her words as nearly as I can
remember, "Try to be good, and do good." She now felt something
of the evil of sin within, but could not obtain rest, peace, or satisfaction
from all her doings. In this state she remained a considerable time.
The Holy Spirit led her on very gently, and for some time almost
imperceptibly, but was undoubtedly instructing her; and one of the
first fruits of the change, evidencing itself to me (I think more strikingly
at this time than ever before) was her increased affection for myself.
She seemed unable to show me enough endeared affection and kindness,
and though then I knew not the cause, yet now I firmly believe the
beginning of the work of the Holy Spirit in her heart was the spring
from whence it flowed.
As time went on, she was visibly cut from this prop, and separated
from that, till one after another her delusive hopes all failed, and thus
surely, though slowly, the good seed grew in her heart. After the
lapse of some time from the death of her mother, her father married
again, and she was once more free to take a situation. With that
object in view she came to London, and in the good providence of God,
Who had graciously gone before and opened the way, she engaged herself as nurse in the family of the late dear saintly Colonel (then Captain)
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and Mrs. Preston. She had not long resided under their roof ere she,
to my joy and great wonder, wrote me the glad tidings that they were
the same as Mr. Toplady in their views, and so was the clergyman of
the Church where they attended, to which Captain and Mrs. Preston
had kindly invited her. Mr. MacAllister, of St. Margaret's, Plumstead,
was the good man, and under his ministry, through the power of the
Holy Spirit, she grew and thrived rapidly in knowledge and spiritual
understanding, being helped also by dear Captain Preston at home,
and her heart become enlarged and opened to receive the truth in the
love of it, even before she knew and rejoiced in her own personal
interest in Him Who is the Way, the Truth, and the Life. To me it
is wonderful (as I contrast her case with many others known to me,
whom I have sought to lead into the same precious truth in vain;
but who love and still hold the darkness of error, and creature ability)
how blessedly her soul was established and grounded in the precious
eternal verities of a Covenant salvation, and the distinguishing doctrines
of free and sovereign grace. The universal system and free-will preaching, so prevalent in our day, she abhorred, and could not endure.
She deeply loved the glorious full-orbed Gospel of free grace, as proclaimed in its fulness, truth, and preciousness, in the choice of God
the Father, the Redemption work, and death of God the Son, and the
regenerating and sanctifying power of God the Holy Ghost; or, as our
dear minister is wont to sum it up concisely, " A gospel of love, blood,
and power."
After some time it pleased the Holy Spirit to bring her into Gospel
rest and liberty, by applying with power to her heart these beautiful
words, "Accepted in the Beloved," through which she realized her
own personal acceptance and standing in the dear Lord Jesus Christ.
From which time she was kept, for the most part, steadfast in the
faith of Jesus, and her personal safety in Him. But she was never
led into the depths or heights of spiritual experience that many are,
nor was her pathway one of such exercise and trial as is that of many
of God's children. She was rather led on with st"Jady pace, and
enabled to rest in Christ her hiding-place.
Not long after her deliverance, however, from the guilt of sin into
the liberty and rest of the Gospel, she had a very great trial and testing
season to encounter. She clearly saw from God's own Word that
baptism by immersion was, right, and the only Scriptural method,
and became greatly exercised about it ; at the same time, still clinging
to her own dear Church, from which and all its associations she shrunk
from severing herself. But one idol after another had to fall before
the all-conquering Grace of J ehovah, and she eventually left the
Church she so loved, and joined herself to the strict and particular
Baptists. Nor did she ever regret that step to the day of her death;
though I have heard her most gratefully affirm that she was very
thankful to have been led into the truth in her own Church, and by
one of its ministers, as it appealed to her heart at that time, as she
thought never could have been the case from, or through, a Dissenting
ministry.
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Oh, would that there were more in her pale like Mr. MacAllister, then
of St. Margaret's, Plumst«;lad; and Mr. Cotter, of Colchester, where
Captain, Mrs. Preston, and their family attended after they were
removed to that town. When Celia left the Church of England finally,
they were again removed to Great Yarmouth, and there it was that she
attended the strict Baptist Chapel; and finding it a spiritual home,
she applied for membership; and upon profession of her faith before
the Church, was received in due course, after being baptized by the
beloved and revered pastor, Mr. James Musket, April 24th, 1887, whose
ministry she greatly enjoyed, and for whom throughout her whole life,
as also other dear Christian friends in fellowship there, notably Miss
Pain, she entertained most affectionate Christian love and respect.
And York Road Baptist Chapel was a hallowed place to her heart.
It was during the residence of the family at Yarmouth that my
loved one was called to pass through another very heavy trial, in the
sudden illness and death of her beloved father; of whom, when he
was first stricken, she had not the slightest hope spiritually. This it
was which caused her more pain of heart. In one letter to me, which
told of the anguish she felt on his account, she wrote, "Oh, I could give
him up, if only I had hope for his soul." This she afterwards had in
an abundant measure. He who wounded her spirit was most graciously
pleased to apply the healing balm of Gilead thereto, by making it
manifest that he was a chosen vessel of mercy. But I will give the
account in her own words from letters I still possess.
"I believe father was a changed man outwardly; but he was not
really changed until he lay upon his death-bed. There was a great
work going on quietly in his soul. These words were given me when
pleading for him: 'What I do thou knowest not now, but thou shalt
know hereafter.' He told me once he thought he was being punished
for his sins after I had talked to him; and said he was not quite clear.
I told him to ask the Holy Spirit to teach him the truth, and open his
eyes, that he might see that his sins had been borne by the Saviour on
the Cross. He would not talk much; but, oh, how he prayed. .And
the first time I felt any real hope was when one of the farm men wanted
to see him; and he said, ' Yes, let him come, and let me tell him what
great thing the Lord has done for my soul since 1 laiel here.' Well, it
was beautiful to hear the way he spoke to the man; and so satisfying
to me. The last two days were spent in prayer and praise. He
repeated some of the hymn beginning, 'My God, the spring of all my
joys.' And said, 'To think that a guilty, wicked wretch like me
should find mercy, and thousands and thousands lost! Lost for ever!
and I gathered in.' He was engaged in prayer to the last, though we
could not understand all he said; but he said, ' I am firm on the Rock.
All is well!' My Father knows that without this hope it would have
been almost more than I could bear.
" My dearest A., thanks very much for your very comforting letter.
I thought the same as you as I stood by the bed of my dear dad, that
the language he used seemed that of one who had served the Lord all
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His life. He seemed in such a short time to have passed and got far
beyond me. The words you quoted were amongst his last. 'Hold
Thou me up.' Yes, I believe he was stripped of all self-righteuusness
and fancied merit; and that he came as a helpless, lost, guilty sinner
to Jesus for mercy. And that he found it I cannot doubt, for, 'Him
that cometh unto Me I will in no wise cast out.' . . . How I wished
afterwards that I had pencilled down his words from the beginning.
I think nothing ever showed more the sovereign love of J ehovah than
the salvation of my dear dad. And, oh, I felt so almost hopeless about
him when I first went home." This trial had such an effect upon her
physical constitution that her health failed, and later on quite gave
way under the strain, so that it became absolutely necessary for her to
give up her situation, and take a long rest of several months' duration.
She eventually returned to the family of Colonel and Mrs. Preston,
to whose children she was devotedly attached, and who also reciprocated her love, where she remained till she felt her work for them was
quite done, which was when they no longer needed a nurse, the young
ladies all being in the schoolroom. The parting she felt much, as did,
I am sure, the dear children she had nursed with such care and devotion.
After some changes, and wanderings, and a long rest with me, she
entered another family, that of Mr. and Mrs. Peeche, then of Thames
Ditton, afterwards of Colchester, who also valued her services for their
little ones, the few years she was permitted to continue at her post.
Here, towards its end, a severe attack of hoomorrhage again prostrated
her, during which Mrs. Peeche and the whole household showed her
the greatest kindness. It was in this illness that she experienced one
of the most blessed seasons of spiritual favour she ever enjoyed. Here,
again, I will quote from her own handwriting concerning it.
"I had such a precious time this morning. I have never felt anything like it before. All the girls in the house brought me Christmas
cards, and I lay thinking over all their kindness to me. I opened my
little' Daily Light,' and the first line of the portion was, ' I have loved
thee with an everlasting love.' I could not read any more, and it came
again-' I have loved thee,' etc. 'You are thinking of the love and
kindness of My creatures to you, but, I have loved thee.' And oh,
A-- it came again, 'Thy love to me was wonderful.' And' the
love of Jesus, what it is, none but His loved ones know.' It seemed
too much for my weak state. I almost thought the Lord was going
to take me home. Yes, it is all His goodness that makes others kind
and thoughtful for me. I am so looking forward to resting with you."
She usually spent her holidays and rest periods with me and two
other dear friends in London. This one was wholly with me; but
one of these kind friends met her at the G. E. terminus, and brought
her to Ealing; a kindness I could not perform by reason of my own
weakness. The goodness of our God was truly marvellous to us on
that occasion. He had graciously sent me two splendid fowls, so that
we had rich and ample provision, of just the light nourishing kind that
dear Celia could take. She has many times spoken of it with wonder
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and admiration. I was very concerned for her when she left, as I still
considered her far from well; but she had at that time a most kind
helper in her nursery assistant, and she did all in her power to ease and
relieve her. If memory serve correctly, she had a second rather
serious illness while she served this family, from which she did not
sufficiently recover to feel really able to keep her post. Then our God
opened a way for her with the two dear friends aforenamed in London,
one of whom she had lived with in her first situation as under-nurse.
Celia went there at this time to render assistance in the dressmaking
business, and also to gain further instruction herself. It suited her
enfeebled health better than active employment.
Here she was favoured to attend the ministry of Mr. Brandon, of
Drayton Gardens, Chelsea, which she found profitable, helpful, and
savoury; and she fed with spiritual delight upon the Word of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ as preached by him.
When she became stronger she again took temporary work in the
nursery, as God opened ways for her. This life being more congenial
to her taste than long hours of needlework. Then very many changes
and vicissitudes were her portion; this, however, she rather liked than
otherwise, being fond of change of scene. And some of the unemployed
intervals she was privileged to spend in the homes of the three families
whom she served so long and so well all the best of her days. These
visits were greatly enjoyed with her dear young nurslings of former
years, who showed her great kindness and devotion. Other intervals
were spent with myself; and, of late years, also with a young married
niece and her husband in the country, Stapleford, near Cambridge,
who were very kind to her.
In the autumn of last year, 1908, she felt her work must be relinquished. She was then (and had been for some time) suffering from
angina pectoris, and now felt her heart too weak to bear much exertion;
and after much prayer by us each, she was directed to come here, and
make a nice little home for herself in this abode, which she did in
October. But only for three short months was she permitted to
enjoy it. It was a happy time for each of us, one more so I do not
think I ever spent with her; and her little home was a source of much
pleasure and enjoyment to her. I shall ever bless and praise our God
that He brought about, and overruled it, for her to spend the last of
her days with me. Her health, too, was sufficiently good for her to
get to our Lord's House (Old Brentford Street Baptist Chapel); and she
very greatly enjoyed the ministry of our dear Pastor, Mr. R. Mortimer.
She would come home full with the blessing of the Lord, and relate
what she could remember, regretting that she retained so little to
what she desired.
On one occasion she had a very special season, when she appears to
have feasted on the precious Gospel provision. The text Mr. M.
preached from then was, "Ye are complete in Him." On another
occasion she was favoured in much the same way, when Mr. Dykes, a
dear young minister raised up to preach the everlasting Gospel from
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our own church, himself being a convert under, and fruit of, our beloved
pastor's ministry) supplied our pulpit, on which occasion he was led
to preach from, "As an eagle stirreth up her nest, fiuttereth over her
young, spreadeth abroad her wings, taketh them, beareth them on her
wings; so the Lord alone did lead him." This sermon was much
blessed to her in its application to her own personal pathway, and
particularly adapted to the Lord's leadings and dealings with her in it.
She was seldom able to venture out in the evening, as the cooler ail'
affected her breath: so we usually spent our Lord's-day evenings
together, and read to each other in turn, sometimes the deal' GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, of which she was very fond, and had been a constant reader
of its pages for many years; also other good and weighty works, of
which she had a good store, and then finished up with our Lord's own
Word. These were very pleasant and I hope profitable seasons.
After Christmas her health visibly failed, and on the 4th of January
we felt it necessary to call in a doctor. On the 5th she suffered acutely,
but with God's blessing the doctor's treatment subdued the pain,
which never returned in the same form. But she was very prostrate
for some days, and suffered much from breathlessness; nor could she
,lie down at all, which added to the exhaustion. But her condition
gradually improved, and on the following Monday she sccmed much
better, and we were very hopeful. This continued with daily progress
until Thursday, when she seemed brighter and better than she had
through the attack, until about 4.30 p.m., when she became
suddenly very ill, and at once told me she was dying, as it but too
truly proved. Just after she was taken, my gracious Lord in His
wonderful mercy sent a beloved Christian brother, who was so kind
and helpful. She very rapidly failed, but ere she became unable to
speak, she called my name the second time, saying, " Is it you with me,
Abley ?" I said, "Yes, Abley is with you, and I hope you feel the
dear Lord Jesus is with you." 1'0 which she quickly responded,
" Yes," and then tried to add something more, but the power of speech
was gone, and she quietly passed away to be with Jesus, within an
hour. January 14th, 1909, aged 60 years.
.
I believe she suffered (yea, I know) acutely the first part of that sad
hour. My kind fricnd stayed with me till all was over. Oh, I can
never sufficiently praise my God for sending him just at that time of
sore trial and need. It was her birthday, and the doctor thought the
excitement of her numerous kind remembrances (several of which were
sent by her beloved young ladies and gentlemen) was too much for
her heart; but this was God's own fixed time for calling her to Himself,
and therefore all circumstances had to operate to bring it about. Our
dear minister, Mr. Mortimer, committed the redeemed body to the
tomb in our pretty Ealing Cemetery, in the presence of a few
sympathizing friends, on January 19th,"There to await, in its weakness, that hour,
Wnen Christ shall it raise in glory and power,"
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in sure and certain hope of a joyful resurrection unto eternal life
through Christ J esllS our Lord.
I have endeavoured, as in the fear of God and for His glory, to give
a faithful account of my beloved friend, without touching upon her
infirmities, of which she herself was conscious, as all truly regenerate
souls are, and which I doubt not she lamented. I feel sure she would
wish, as I have sought to do, that all the glory should be the Lord's.
What she was in her days of unregeneracy, she was through preserving
mercy, and after she knew the Lord, all that was glorifying to Him
was the result of sanctifying grace. Oh, may our God bless this feeble
testimony, if it be His gracious will. And He shall have [all the
praise.
A. FINCHAM.
THE SUFFERING SAVIOUR.
By THE LATE REY. F. W. KRUMMACHER, D.D.
(Continued frorn page 619.)
" Father, into Thy Hands I Commit My Spirit."
WE return to Calvary. Let devout and peaceful recollections possess
our minds. We are entering a sanctuary. Is there, generally speaking, anything on earth more solemn and affecting than dying moments,
in which time and eternity meet each other, and in the silence of which
we seem to hear the striking of the hours of another world? What
ought we then to feel at a deathbed such as that we are now to contemplate, and at the moment in which the Redeemer bows His head
and expires! Lift up your eyes. Oh, what a dying bed has been
prepared yonder for the Father's beloved Son! No one wipes the
perspiration from His brow. No one cheers Him with the words of life.
No one pronounces the final benediction over Him. Whoever left the
world more forsaken and involved in deeper shades than He? Yet do
not mistake Him. It is not a conflict in which we see Him engaged, but
a sacrificial act. He does not yield to death like us, but devotes
Himself to it after having previously invested it with the power over
His life.
What is death? For thousands of years, as you know, has it, gloomy
and universally dreaded, carried on its dreadful work of destruction. It
is not a thing which exists, but is the fate and destiny of our race. The
young creation, as it came forth from the hand of the Almighty, knew'
not this monster. There all was life and harmony, undisturbed by any
such discord as death. The gloomy phantom was first known in the
world only by the Divine threatening connected with eating of the forbidden fruit. In consequence of the fall, it entered upon the stage of
reality, in order, thenceforward, as the king of terrors, to subject every
thing that breathed to its awful sceptre. Our first parents were the
first who beheld it display its power and majesty on their beloved Abel.
Oh, what a terrific object was that which they were called to witness!
There lay the blooming youth in the dust. The light of his eyes was
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.extinguished; his lips no longer uttered words of kindness and affection;
his limbs, pale as the lily, and stiff as the cold marble. However loudly
they called his name, he opened his eyes no more. However much they
conjured him with tears to let them hear his voice once more, he was
silent, and the floods of tears which they shed over him no longer caused
his pulse to beat. And before they were aware, corruption, with leaden
weight, and a thousand horrors, took possession of the corpse, and the
poor parents, in spite of all their affection, were obliged to turn away
with horror, and hasten to inter him, who was dear to them as the
apple of their eye, beneath the sod as food for worms. They then knew,
though only in part, what was meant by death. From that moment
death continued its dreadful sway over the earth, dropped its gall into
every cup of joy, surrounded every loving bond with the mourning
drapery of the certain prospect, that sooner or later the hour of separation and dissolution would arrive, and overspread all nature with a black
funereal pall, even where it bloomed the loveliest. And as it has acted
for thousands of years, it does to this day. But he who first became
fully acquainted with the monster, and was conscious of the horrors that
were hidden beneath its exterior, and learnt that the separation of the
body from the soul, with its effects, as well as the dissolution of the
former in the kingdom of corruption, was only the mildest of its doings,
since as God's judicial messenger it has also orders to deliver up the
sinner to hell, will fully coincide with the son of Sirach, and say, " 0
death how bitter art thou!" But certainly he will rejoice only the more
loudly when he hears, that there is One who can testify of Himself,
saying, " I have the keys of hell and of death!" And does such a being
exist 1 you inquire. Yes, my readers, you will now behold His bleeding
face.
The payment of the wages of sin is due only from sinners. The Holy
One of Israel had nothing in common with death. What is it, then,
that we witness on Calvary 1 Look up! After having uttered the
great and triumphant shout, " It is finished! " He again moves His lips
to speak. What will follow 1 A mournful farewell 1 A plaintive
exclamation of " I must depart hence" 1 A painfully faltering out of
the words, " My senses forsake Me. I succumb, and am going the way
of all flesh" 1 Oh not so! Listen! With a loud voice, and the
strength and emphasis of one who does not die from weakness, nor dying
pays a forced tribute to a mournful necessity; but as one who is Lord
over death, and voluntarily yields Himself up to it, He exclaims-and
the noise of rending rocks, falling hills, and bursting sepulchres accompany His cry-" Father, into Thy hands I commit My Spirit! " and
after these words, like one whose labour is finished, He bows, self-acting,
His bleeding head upon His breast, and resigns His Spirit, or, as John
expresses it, " gives up the Ghost." But before we treat of the mighty
results which proceed from His death, let us for a moment immerse
ourselves in the consideration of the parting words of the Divine
Sufferer.
" Father," He begins. He is therefore, again conscious of His Father,
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although at first only by faith. The first word we hear from His lips
on earth was His Father's name, and it is also the last. All His thoughts
and deeds, desires and efforts, tended towards His Father and the
glorifying of His name. To accomplish His Father's will was His meat
and drink; the love of His Father His delight and bliss; and union
with Him the summit of all His hopes and desires. With the heraldic
and conquering cry, "It is finished!" He turned once more to the
world. It was His farewell to earth-a farewell such as beseemed the
Conqueror of Death, the Prince of Life, the Governor of all things. He
then withdrew Himself entirely into connection with His God, and
turned His face to Him alone.
" Father!" This sound was the utterance of regained and strong
filial confidence, but not the exclamation of One who had fully attained
to rest on His Father's bosom. We must still regard the words,
" Father, into Thy hands I commit My Spirit," as the war-cry of a
warrior engaged in battle. Hell, which raged around Him, did not give
up its cause as lost, but continued to assault Him in every way, and to
distress Him with terrific imagery; and the act of death cost Him, who
was the Life, no small effort. We must...therefore, imagine to ourselves
the Saviour's dying exclamation as that of one sorely oppressed, who is
struggling to place his soul in a secure asylum, and flees from a horrid
pressure into the hands of the Almighty; and that this taking refuge
occurs with the peace and assurance of complete victory. The idea does
not even remotely present itself to Him, that death could be anything
more than a transfer of the Spirit into a different sphere of existence.
He is exalted, high as heaven, above the miserable human iniquiry, " To
be or not to be ?" He knows that He falls asleep only to awake on the
bosom of God; and in this consciousness, in which He already sees the
arms of His Father lovingly extended to receive Him, He exclaims,
" Father, into Thy hands I commit My Spirit!" He takes these words
from Psalm xxxi., 'except that He prefaces them with the word
" Father," which gives the appropriate form to His position and dignity,
and leaves out the words of the Psalmist which immediately follow,
" For Thou hast redeemed me," as not belonging to Him who, as the
Redeemer of the world, hung upon the cross. But still how significant
it is, that He left the world with a passage of Scripture on His lips!
He was completely imbued with the word of God, and even dying, gives
us a hint respecting what ought to be the nourishment of our inner
man.
His last cry is uttered. He then inclines His head, after His well
and fully accomplished work, and the most unheard-of-event takes
place-the Son of the living God becomes a corpse! We stand affected,
astonished, and sink in;'adoration ;Tand what is left ·for us but to pour
out our hearts in the words of the poet :" Our spirits join to adore the Lamb.
Oh that our feeble tongues could move
In strains immortal as His name,
And melting as His dying love!
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"In vain our mortal voices strive
To speak compassion so Divine;
Nor can seraphic strains arrive
At such amazing love as thine."

Where was the Lord Jesus after His departure from the body?
Where else than whither His desires and longing carried Him-in the
hands of His Father. Heaven celebrated His triumph; the music of
angelic harps saluted His ears; the just made perfect before the throne
shouted their adoring and rejoicing welcome; and the new song began,
" Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof, for
Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by Thy blood, out of
every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation, and hast made us
kings and priests unto God, and we shall reign on the earth" (Rev.
v. 9, 10).
But it is undeniable that mysterious passages of Scripture intimate
that the Prince of Peace, after having laid aside His earthly body, had
by no means concluded His mission. For the Apostle Peter says in his
first Epistle, iii. 19, :W, that Christ went in the Spirit-that is, divested
of His bodily personality-" and preached unto the spirits in prison,
which sometime were disobedient, when once the long-suffering of God
waited, in the days of Noah, whilst the ark was a preparing." And
supported by this passage especially, the apostle's creed asserts a descent
into hell, immediately after the death of Christ. But the explanation
of this passage requires great caution. That to which Peter refers
belongs by no means to any further abasement of the Lord Jesus, much
less to His work of atonement. The satisfaction rendered by the Surety
was finally completed at the moment of His death. Now, if Christ
entered the habitations of those departed spirits of the antediluvian
world, it was in order to announce His victory to them, as the words in
the original expressly intimate. Then it was also in order to preach
repentance and offer faith to them, and then to conduct those who
believed, as living trophies with Him into heaven, we are induced to
think when combining with it those other words of the same apostle,
chap. iv. 6, " For this cause was the Gospel preached also to them that
are dead, that they might be judged according to men in the flesh, but
live according to God in the Spirit." In every case we must be content
with not having reached the conclusion of the exposition of these
passages; and hence a veil of mystery continues to rest upon the
sojourn of Christ, during the interval between the moment of His death
and that of His reunion with the body, as well as upon the correct
and full meaning of the words, "He descended into hell."
But the reason of Christ's death stands, on the contrary, fully unveiled before us. Even a superficial consideration suffices to give us, at
least, an idea of the cause of it. It must, first of all, appear extremely
striking, that an individual dies who could testify respecting Himself,
that He was the Resurrection and the Life; who, at the grave of
Lazarus, at the bier of the young man of Nain, and at the deathbed of the
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daughter of J airus, manifested that He was Lord over death, and who
had never committed a single sin by which, in accordance with the
threatening in paradise, He had forfeited His life. Still more does it
surprise us that He should become a prey to death, who only required
to will it, in order to escape such a catastrophe, and that this Man
should expire under circumstances. which would lead one to suppose
that He was a malefactor and a rebel, rejected both by God and the
world, rather than a righteous man, and even a universal benefactor of
mankind.
That He died voluntarily, is evident to everyone at first sight. But
for what end did He die this voluntary death 1 Was it to give us the
example of an heroic departure from the world? By no means. How
do the words He spake correspond with such an object? "I have a
baptism to be baptised with, and how am I straitened until it is accomplished !" Was it in order to show us that dying is an easy thing?
Stephen has certainly given us an instance of this in his exit from the
world, but not the Man whom we hear moaning in the dark valley, and
exclaiming, " My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me ?" It is
usual, from these words, to point out the intention of His death, but
without rightly knowing what they mean; for Jesus dies, neither in a.
conflict against Israel's foes, nor in an attempt to deliver from a burning
city or a devastating inundation.
Many, again, suppose that He died to confirm His doctrine. But
which doctrine did He seal on the cross? Was it this, that God is with
the righteous? or this, that" the angel of the Lord encampeth about
them that fear Him, and delivereth them" ? or this that " godliness
hath the promise of the life 'that now is "? I know not what fresh
support these truths have found. in the circumstances of His death;
sooner should we think we found proof in them to the contrary. Besides
no one doubted of these truths, so as to require a renewed practical
confirmation of them. If Christ confirmed anything by His death, it
was His assertion on oath, with which He answered the high-priest's
question, " Art Thou the Son of the living God?" On account of this
affirmation, they nailed Him to the cross. But true to His inmost
conviction, He continued firmly to abide by it, He testified by His
sanguinary death,
The fa~t that He died as such, certainly makes the mystery of His
death complete; but the seals of this mystery are opened, and its
depths revealed. Men enlightened from above stand ready to afford us
every wished-for elucidation. They draw near to us at the cross, from
the times of both the Old and New Covenant, and their statements
illumine, like the candlestick in the temple, the darkness of Calvary.
One of the Divine heralds heads the phalanx with testifying that Christ
"restored what He took not away." Another exclaims, "He was
wounded for our transgressions, the chastisement of our peace was upon
Him, and with His stripes we are healed." A third, "Behold the
Lamb of God that taketh away the sins of the world!" A fourth,
" God made Him to be sin for us who knew no sin." And again,
44
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" Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse
for us ;" and again, "Christ hath reconciled us by the body of His
flesh, through death"; and again, "With one offering He hath
perfected for ever them that are sanctified." And with the testimonies
of these messengers of God, are combined those of the Lord Himself.
For instance, "The Son of Man came to give His life a ransom for
many"; and again, "Except a grain of wheat fall into the ground
and die, it abideth alone, but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit."
And more especially, the words of the institution of the sacrament of
His body and blood, broken and shed for the forgiveness of sins.
But it may be said, " We hear these words, but are not they which
should explain to us this mystery themselves hieroglyphics which require
deciphering. They are so; and in order to understand them it
requires a previous consecration, which, however, is not imparted by
anointing or laying on of hands in temples of human erection, but in the
privacy of the closet, amidst grief and tears. Rouse yourselves, therefore, from your delusions: leave the magic circle of deception and enter
into the light of truth; and after having become acquainted with the
Eternal, in His nature, as the thrice holy Lord God of Sabaoth, in its
whole extent, and having received an impression of the majesty of His
law, investigate the nature of sin, reflect in what manner it is odious in
the sight of God, then weigh yourselves in the balances in which God
will at length weigh you, and, with your estrangement from God,
become conscious of your need of reconciliation and redemption, and in
a short time, the words you have just read will burn like flaming torches
before you, and the sanguinary and enigmatical exhibition on the cross
will become clear as the day before the eyes of your spirits. You will
then behold in the Man of Sorrows, the Mediator between God and
you, and rejoicingly embrace in His death, the sacrifice that outweighed
all your guilt, and justified you for ever in the sight of God.
" Father, into Thy hands I commit My Spirit!" Oh, what did He
not commit to His Father's hands when uttering these words! "And
being made perfect," writes the apostle, Heb. v. 9, " He became the
author of salvation to all them that obey Him." It was, therefore,
necessary that He Himself should be perfected, as righteous, by fulfilling
the whole law; as holy, by victoriously overcoming every temptation;
as Surety, by the payment of all our debts; and as Mediator and Reconciler, by emptying the whole of the cup of curse allotted to us. In all
these respects He was perfected the moment He expired, and thus He
deposited in His Father's hands, along with His spiritual personality,
the basis of the new world, yea, His redeemed Church itself, as purified
in His blood, arrayed in His righteousness, a pleasing and acceptable
offering in the sight of God.
Now, if we are obedient to the Son of His love, we know that there
is a city of refuge for us in every supposable case. Into whatever
distress we may fall, we need not be anxious as to its termination. We
read in Heb. x. 31, " It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the
living God." We say, no longer fearful, but wholly blissful to those
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who, after the example of their dying Lord, can believingly resign their
spirits into His hands. If the world persecutes, or Satan tempts us,
if death alarms us, or anything else excites apprehension, we courageously exclaim, whilst relying on the merits of Immanuel, "Because
I have made the Lord my refuge, even the Most High my habitation,
there shall no evil befal me." And we are sure that this high and
lofty asylum is every moment open to receive and shelter us.
Oh, the incomparable privileges which are granted us in Christ! Let
us make good use of them, and cover the feet of Him who acquired
them for us, with reverential kisses. Let us peacefully go on our way,
in the rainbow light which beams upon us from Calvary, and tune the
strings of our hearts to gratitude and devoted love.
(To be continued.)

THE ROCKS AND THE FLOWER.
(Written on seeing a tiny frail blue flower at the entrance to the Fern Cavern,
on the High Tor at Matlock),

THE Lord ordains a thousand ways
To manifest His power:
This mountain monarch speaks His praise,
And this retiring flower.
The yielding rocks obey His voice
When thunders shake the night;
And all the tiny flowers rejoice
To hail the morning light.
He guides the wildest storm that blows,
Until He says, " Be still! "
And in the breeze His goodness flows,
His purpose to fulfil.
With clouds upon the plain He frowns,
And winter reigns awhile;
With summer wealth the earth He crowns,
And girds it with His smile.
The glow-worm and the noonday sun
Alike display His power;The torrents that to ocean run,
The dewdrop, and the shower.
Thus, while I tremble at the voice
That makes the mountains move,
I hear His whisper, and rejoice
In His eternal love.
June, 1901.
WILLIAM WILEMAN.
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<rrOtte~pOltl)('n re.

TESTIMONY.
To the Editor

0/ the

GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

" They shall abundantly uUer the memory 0/ Thy great goodness, and
shall sing 0/ Thy righteousness."-Ps. cxlv. 7.
DEAR MR. ORMISTON,-

It is generally the appointed privilege of "R" to share with your
readers her "handfuls of purpose," her basket of golden grain, and
gatherings-up of the fragments from the Clifton Conferences year by
year, in the brief gems of truth, whilst they look to dear" Nettie's "
pen to furnish them with a fuller epitome. This year, however, I
make a digression in the form of a letter. For I feel I am voicing the
desires of many beloved friends in saying how indebted we all are to
you, under our gracious God, for bringing us together again to consider
such a blessed subject, The Priesthood 0/ Jesus, and the Priesthood 0/
Believers.
Very fervent and real were the prayers put up for weeks previously
at our meetings for a signal blessing, and one's own heart was
constantly constrained to the mercy-seat to ask for a blood-washed
testimony from every speaker, and blood-besprinkled hearts to receive
that testimony. Blessed be our God! There has been no disappointing
of our hopes and expectations, and once more faithlessness was rebuked,
when, as sweet and hallowed memories had hovered over the many
familiar and revered faces now no longer seen among us, one had
thought of the fewness of the faithful standard-bearers left us. Again
has our God proved Himself faithful and the Cheerful Giver. He has
his reserves. Elijah may mourn "I only," but Jehovah has His
" seven thousand!" He will not leave Himself without witnesses.
It has been indeed a blessedly hallowed time. If one may speak for
others, how real has been the love shown to one another! What a
knitting of kindred spirits! What joy of fellowship! What sweet
surprises! What heart-meltings, fervent desires, and realization of
the hymn we sang in concert:

" How sweet to gather thus in one, as Christ would have us do;
How sweet to feel we're not our own, but we're each other's too."
Dear friends in Him, "no more strangers," so wonderfully drawn
together; many from distances, for I think I counted as many as
eleven counties represented.
Aye, and dearfriends from across the wide Atlantic also, all meeting in
hallowed, holy fellowship, with Jesus as their theme! Surely, surely
He has been well-pleased to "behold His brethren dwelling together
in unity." The addresses, how deeply weighty and spiritual! how
Christ-exalting! how Scriptural and spiritual, and what an honouring
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of the Divine Word there was with one and all. What gems of
Divinely imparted truths sparkled out. What a sacred desire in one
and all there appeared to " Consider the Apostle and High Priest of
our profession, Christ Jesus."
Testimony alike from speakers and hearers was very fragrant. One
beloved friend remarked with chastened joy of felt power, the like of
which had not been experienced for a long time. Another testified to
having been established and settled and brought into sweet liberty.
Another writes, "What a precious subject, and so sweetly handled by
the Lord's servants. It has been a truly good time, as also a humbling
time." A beloved and honoured servant of the Lord, whose weighty
and unctuous words linger gratefully in our memory,writes: " Personally
I felt profited more than on any previous occasion. Rut oh! how
unworthy one is to hear or to utter." And such-like testimony I
could multiply, and could write much on the precious fragments
gathered up. If one is spared they will be food for meditation, and I
trust strength, for many days, and I pray will bear fruit, hidden in a
sanctified memory and lived out in the daily life. And now we rise
up again from Elim's rest; we" go forward" once more in our pilgrim
march. May the fruit of the Spirit be in lively exercise. May there
be an increased desire after a Living Christ as a personal, bright reality,
a holy boldness to approach the mercy-seat, and a more confident
pleading of the blood that speaketh, and an ever increasing and marked
humility which must follow contact with Jesus, and thus may wc seck
to glorify by our lips, in our lives, and in all our conversation, J CSllS,
the great High Priest of our profession and confession.
" We've sat beside the river,
And tasted of Thy grace;
We long to drink the fountain,
And see Thee face to face !
Sweet, sweet have been the moments
That we have spent in prayer!
But oh! the holy worship
Wherewith we'll praise Thee there!
" Almighty Lord, we bless Thee!
Eternal Father-Son,
And holy, holy Spirit-Mysterious Three in One!
Thou hast done mighty marvels
Before our wondering gaze ;
We've learnt that Thou art faithful
In all Thy words and ways."
That the Lord may spare you to us yet many years in His service,
in which you are His willing bond-servant, is tbe prayer o[
Yours ever gratefully and affectionately in ChriBt Jesus,
R.
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THE FIRST SIN.
By THE AUTHOR OF "THE PROTOPLAST."

" When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was
pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she
took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also to her husband
with her,. and he did eat."-GENEsIs iii. 6.
(Continued from page 631.)

LET us now turn from the exclusive consideration of the first great
typical transgression, and take some very brief general views of Sin :
looking at it in its CONCEPTION, in its MATURITY, in its REVELATION,
in its JUDGMENT, in its FORGIVENESS, in its CRUCIFIXION, in its
DESTRUCTION.
Sin, in its CONCEPTION, is "that inmost thought of the heart, which is
very wickedness."
In the soul of the natural man, there is the germ, or embryonic seed
of every evil; this is continually budding or bursting forth; sometimes we see the deadly fruit come to its maturity, sometimes it is
checked ere it attain to its growth. This world would be a very hell,
were it not for the restraining power of God in the unregenerate, and
the omnipotence of His grace in the regenerate. If every thought of
evil that passes through the mind were permitted to grow into the
overt act of iniquity, should we not soon be "consumed one of
another" 1 Should not our daily language be blasphemy, and our
lives be one long act of profligacy 1
Society could not exist and hold together but for the restraints
which God in His mercy puts on the development of sin. Yet, in His
sight, who trieth the reins of men, sin is as truly sin in the germ as in
the fruit. "The thought of wickedness is sin." It is when we call to
rind that imagination of the heart which is only evil, and that
continually, that the sense of our fallen condition in Adam presses
upon us.
Consider then the apostolic words, "When lust hath conceived, it
bringeth forth sin."
Lust, or the natural desire, has the embryo of sin within it, ready
to be born in its season. Mark the working of that phronema sarkos,
or will of the flesh, how it is ever rising up against the holy goodrequiring law of God. As all sin is the transgression of the law, even
in its very conception it opposeth one of those two great and comprehensive commandments, "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God,"
etc., and" Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself."
Take the first. It is expressly said, "The carnal mind is enmity
against God." How many unloving thoughts of God are continually
passing through our rinds. Hard thoughts of His government. ., I
knew thee, that thou wert an hard man." We doubt His justice in one
dispensation, His love in another. We call His" ways unequal."
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We say mentally, as Asaph did, "I have cleansed my heart in vain,
and washed my hands in innocency." That sevent, -third Psalm
shows exactly the unkind and unjust thoughts of God which are conceived by even a Christian man. Asaph did not give vent to his
thoughts in words, and infect others with his own foolishness. "If I
say I will speak thus; behold, I shall offend against the generation of
Thy children." He kept his musings to himself. "When I thought
to know this, it was too painful for me ;" his sin was stayed in its
conception.

r,

How many thoughts of d~strust we have concerning God. "I shall
one day perish by the hand of Saul," or, " All these things are against
me," or, " My God hath forgotten me."
Thoughts of impatience. "Why should I wait for the Lord any
longer 1" "It is in vain to serve God."
Thoughts derogatory to God's character. "Thou thoughtest I was
altogether such an one as thyself." In every imagination of our
hearts, we fail in love to God.
And when we turn to the second commandment, "Thou shalt love
thy neighbour as thyself," we see the same opposition of the natural
mind to its requirement. It is the description of men in the flesh;
" Hateful and hating one another." The unloving heart of the carnal
man deviseth ill to his neighbour, and the laws of the second table are
broken spiritually, every hour. For instance, it is said, "Thou shalt
not kill." Well," He that hateth his brother, is a murderer." The
unkind thought which passes through the mind is the Sin of Murder
in its conception.
.
Have we never felt the truth of God's Word in this matter, and
stood convicted of blood-guiltiness before Him 1 Perhaps the life of
another has stood in our way; it has hindered our possession of some
long-desired gratification, or it has been the one stumbling-block in a
course of ambition, or it has kept us poor when we might have otherwise been rich; or more than all, it has seemed the means of blighting
our earthly affections, and the secret thought has intruded, "Were
such an one removed from this world, it might be thus and thus with
me." Sickness has threatened him, and something like hope has
arisen; recovery has followed, and we have felt almost disappointed.
Then, horrified and startled at the imagination of our own minds, the
conviction has forced itself upon us, that truly, "he that hateth his
brother is a murderer," and from the depth of the soul has been sent
forth that exceeding bitter cry, "Deliver me from blood-guiltiness,
o God, thou God of my salvation." Let it not be supposed, that a
Christian man is free from this sad experience of the desperate wickedness of the heart's thought. His corrupt nature is just the same as
that of the unregenerate man; lust conceiveth in him, and bringeth
forth Sin.
Then, if the life of another is in no way the hindrance to the fulfilment of our desires, hath not that quick bitter feeling of resentment,
which succeeds the sense of injury, the very nature of murder 1 Is it
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not ready to grow into the piercing word which shall wound as a very
sword, slowly sapping the life of him to whom it is spoken 1 or, if unchecked, would it not prompt the hasty stroke, which shall send the
offender to the judgment-seat of God 1 Hath not a father slain his
child, a man his brother, from giving way to the first rising thought of
anger or resentment 1
Oh ! let us blush for the conception of Sin, and pray that the thought
of the heart may be forgiven us, ere it develop itself into the nature
and finished fruit of death.
There are two striking instances in Scripture, of the thought of
murder being stayed in its conception; one in the life of a natural
man, and the other in that of a child of God. Look first, to Genesis
xxvii. 41. "Esau hated Jacob, because of the blessing wherewith his
father blessed him: and Esau said in his heart, The days of mourning
for my father are at hand; then will I slay my brother Jacob." Here
was the sin of murder in its conception. Esau's heart was sore; he
had cause to be aggrieved, for Jacob, the child of God, had been the
aggressor, and had injured him cruelly. How often the Christian is
thelfirst in fault in the world's quarrels! Yet Esau was not justified
in his revenge, the brand of Cain showed itself on his brow: before
God he stood revealed a murderer in the intention. But his sin was
stayed in the seed. A little further on in the history, we have that
affecting scene, the meeting between the brothers, on J acob's return
from his exile. Esau ran to meet him, and embraced him, and fell on
his neck, and kissed him, and they wept. Esau had forgotten all his
anger, his heart yearned over his twin brother, his mother's son; the
memory of the days of their early love, perhaps, rushed over his mind,
as they mingled their tears together; did he not then rejoice that
God had kept him from his purpose 1-did not the rapture of that
moment bring its "blessing" to the firstborn, albeit it was not the
best and chief blessing 1 Were not the words then fulfilled, "When
thou shalt have the dominion, thou shalt break his yoke from off thy
neck" 1 Esau, the natural, carl1al man, had dominion over Jacob,
the child of God, in that dav. Did not Jacob know it, and feel it too 1
Behold, he bowed himself 'seven times before his brother, and called
him, "My lord Esau !" It was no mere mark of common courtesy,
between man and man. Esau bowed not, he called Jacob, "My
brother." He was the sovereign reconciled to the offender. Oh!
believe ye not that it was the remorse and shame which filled the soul
of the" deceiver," which caused his attitude of abasement, even as a
servant beforc his injured brother 1 And when he wept upon the
bosom of Esau, he felt that which Solomon described in after days,
"as the coals of fire heaped upon an enemy's head." Jacob had
learned the depth of his sin; in the agony and darkness of the midnight hour, at J abbok's ford, all its enormity had been revealed to him;
and though he obtained that forgiveness for which he wrestled with
God, he halted upon his thigh, and might have said, as one did in later
times, "I shall go softly all my years in the bitterness of my soul."
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There are times in the life of every child of God, when the mere worldling hath the dominion over him, and breaketh his yoke from off
his neck.
The second instance I have alluded to, of Sin being stayed in its
conception, even the sin of murder, is found in the history of David.
Turn to the twenty-fifth chapter of the first book of Samuel. David
had sent a kind and courteous message to Nabal, and bad received a
rude and surly answer. His blood was kindled, he was angry even
unto death, and issued the command, " Gird ye on every man his sword."
It was true be had much to complain of; but for one man's folly was
it well to revenge himself on a whole community of innocent persons ~
The thought of murder was in David's soul, when be said he would
leave none alive by the morning light that pertained to Nabal. Abigail
met him on his way: there is something exquisitely toue-hing in bel'
address to him, althougb faulty in some respects. "The Lord hath
with-holden thee from coming to shed blood. It shall come to pass,
when the Lord shall have done to my lord according to all the good
that he hath spoken concerning thee, and shall have appointed thee
ruler over Israel, that this shall be no grief unto thee, nor offence of
heart unto my lord, either that thou hast shed bloo(1, 'causeless, or that
my lord hath avenged himself," etc. It is a bea tiful speech, and
prevailed with David. "Blessed be the Lord God <. Israel," he said,
"which sent thee this day to meet me, and blesse<. be thy advice,
and blessed be thou, which hast kept me this day frOI" coming to shed
blood, and from avenging myself with mine own hand"
What joy filled the heart of the returning David-wl at thankfulness
to Him who had delivered him from the guilt of blood
I have said so much more than I intended on the sin of murder in
its conception, that I must not dwell on those other commandments
of the second table, which are broken by the inmost thought just as
truly as that which says, "Thou shalt not kill." Jesus preached, "It
was said, Thou shalt not commit adultery: but whosoever looketh on
a woman to lust after her, hath committed adultery with her already
in his heart." There we see the sin of adultery in its conception,. the
passing half-formed thought of impurity, which sullies and debases an
earthly love. Ah! how many an one has begun an intercourse, even
as a Christian brother, with a sister friend! it has gone on for a while,
pure, holy, and unstained, and yet that which was begun in the spirit,
has ended in the flesh; in some unguarded moment temptation has
arisen; the child of God has paused, and trembled, and has said,
" But for thee, 0 my God, I had been this day as David in his sin."
And, if in the too dear intercourse of friend with friend, there is danger
to the strong man; how much more to the weak, loving heart of woman!
What need to watch and pray, lest the embryo of sin should be conceived ere the soul be aware of it, and the dross of earthly impurity
be mingled with the gold of woman's love.
Again, "Thou shalt not bear false witness." Is not this command·
ment broken when we think evil causelessly of a brother ~ How often
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is some fancied injury brooded over till our whole souls are filled with
bitterness against another, who perhaps has never been guilty in the
matter. Our hearts bear false witness of another's conduct. Bad
motives are attributed, and acts are misinterpreted. Sin is in its
conception; and the next thing will be, if God stay us not in mercy,
that we shall express our opinion openly, and injure the innocent with
false accusation. The Apocrypha has a beautiful passage tending to
check this sin of false judgment. Ecc1esiasticus xix. 14 :-" Admonish.
a friend; it may be he hath not done it; and if he have done it
that he do it no more. Admonish thy friend; it may be he hath.
not said it; and if he have, that he speak it not again."
If we really acted thus, how many times we should be ashamed of
our own evil surmisings. David has this expression in one of ros
Psalms: "I said in my haste, All men are liars." He means that he
said it inwardly, in a moment of grief at some discovered treachery.
Yet it was a hasty, foolish thought; there were true friends in Israel,
good men and earnest men, who were faithful to him; and he was
"bearing false witness" in ros heart concerning these. So it is continually that the phronema sarkos is bringing forth the little seed
of sin. God's Word is especially brought to bear upon sin in its
conception.
Again and again we find Him revealed as the searcher of hearts,
trying the reins of the croldren of men. His law is directed against
the germ of all sin. "Thou shalt not covet," or lust. He says in those
wondrous words, "I know the things which come into your mind,
everyone of them." So David saith, "Thou knowest my thought
long before."
In the Mosaic law there is that striking passage, "Beware, lest
there be a thought in thy wicked heart, saying, The seventh year, the
year of release, is at hand, and thine eye be evil against thy poor
brother" (Deut. xv. 9). How well God knoweth His creatures, an
the secret working of their minds He proveth; the half-formed
imagination, unacknowledged by their own hearts, He understandeth.
fully; and bringeth before them in its hideousness. May we learn
more what Sin is, by looking upon it in its earliest conception, that,
even as the Christian Bradford, we may feel, as we gaze on the malefactor, "Such should we be, God's grace forsaking us." Such are we
even now, in the conception of every thought. "My heart showeth
me the wickedness of the ungodly," said the Spirit-taught David.
He saw all the guilt of the world in the mirror of his .own soul. He
was a sinner like the vilest of men; no iniquity was too great for him
to find in his own nature, as the seed which only God could keep from
growing to the fruit of death.
May this be our experience, and we shall pray as he prayed,
"Search me, 0 God, and know my heart: try me, and know my
thoughts: and see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in
the way everlasting."
(To be continued).
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"YEA, RATHER."

'I

"But He said, Yea, rather blessed are they that hear the Word 0/ God,
and keep it."-LuKE xi. 28.
MAJESTY, meekness, calmness, decision, and authority, like the beautiful
colouring of the rainbow, must have appeared intermingling in the words
and. accents of His lips Who spake as never man spake; into which
grace without measure was poured; hence the many testimonies to it
given by the Evangelists. "These are not the words of him that hath
a devil," being the answer of those whose discernment, judgment, and
conscience were not overborne by a determined hatred of Christ's
Person and deep prejudice against His truth. The certain woman of
the company then gathered had a powerful conviction that there was
relating unto Him something" Blessed," and so she uttered her felt
conviction before all then present-" Blessed is the womb that bare
Thee, and the paps which Thou hast sucked," which words and sentiments Christ immediately reproves and corrects in the words of the
text, for there is found in them something fundamentally erroneous,
and so needing correction and reproof.
True, indeed, He took part in the nature of " the children" given
Him by the Father to redeem and save. True, indeed, He took on
Him in the womb of the Virgin Mary-who was a blessed woman, and
as she also avers, a sinner saved by grace (Luke i. 42, 43, 47)-the Seed
of Abraham, the body prepared, or fitted for Him; by which, as the
glorious Surety and Representative of the whole election of grace, He
should obey and suffer for them.
And most true it is, He owns the providence of God in the beautified
words of the Psalm-" But Thou art He that took Me out of the womb,
Thou didst make Me hope when I was upon My mother's breasts."
Why, then, did the Lord so promptly reprove and set aside the saying
and sentiments of the woman, and, as it were, place instead, and over
against them, for all time, His" Yea, rather blessed are they that hear
the Word of God and keep it ? "
I believe there is something very important in it-something more
important than Christ refusing to endorse from a hearer a compliment
to the preacher. What, then? Why there is found in this woman's
exclamation the very essence of the substance of the anti-christian
scheme, of the Mystery of Babylon, the religion of Rome, in a wordPopery.
Here in the mouth of this woman, mark the word" woman" (Rev.
xvii. 4), is a something relating to Christ, as come in the flesh, but nor
Christ, nor the Word of God by the testimony of Christ.
Now, a Cross or a Crucifix is a material thing that has a relation to Christ, and so many, deceived by Rome's strong delusion, adopt
these, in opposition to the Word of God which peremptorily
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forbids such things. "Thou shalt not make them"; "Thou shalt
not bow down to them, nor worship them" (see Exod. xx. 4-6). As
distinguished from the contemners and rejectors of this Word of God
are the genuine Protestants of every nation, for those in this thing
"hear the Word of God and keep it." And so they will have no cross
nor crucifix, nor any mark of the Beast, nor badge of them that hate
God, as in verse 5; for they have instead Christ Himself in the preached
Word nigh unto them.
Then they are blessed who hear the word of God and keep it-" Do
this in remembrance of Me "-as these are distinguished from such as
corrupt this ordinance into an "unbloody sacrifice," and profess to
change a piece of bread into the body of Christ. Here is something
relating to Christ, but not Christ; here is a blasphemous fable and a
dangerous deceit, which our blessed martyred Reformers set aside,
1:1
and that because they heard the Word of God and kept it. They h e a r d ,
the Word of God, "Come out of Rome," and they kept it, and were
Yl.
blessed.
And, again, they are blessed who hear the Word of God-" So Christ
was once offered to bear the sins of many, and unto them that look for
Him shall He appear the second time without sin unto salvation"
(Heb. ix. 28) as distinguished by sovereign grace from all who hold
and believe in a "Purgatory" after death; which thing has no
foundation in truth, nor in the Word of God, but is an absolute fiction
and deceit coined by the father of lies to bring money into the hands
of Popish priests, and pacify conscience with the false "hope of an
hypocrite, which shall perish." The hearer and keeper of the Word of
God-" To-day shalt thou be with Me in paradise" (Luke xxiii. 43)sees in the sufferings and death of Christ an all-sufficient atonement
for sin; and in Christ's obedience a righteousness that justifies the
ungodly who believe, and exalts them to God's right hand.
Birkenhead.

G. A.

There is a double necessity for a new birth. First, because man, as
he comes into the world by a first birth, is utterly and totally undone
and lost. The clay is marred in the hands of the potter. The man
is under the curse of God's broken law as having sinned in Adam, and
as having a nature utterly at variance with that law. If, as Nicodemus
suggested, he could go back into his mother's womb and come forth
afresh, it would not mend the matter one tittle. He would come forth
again as a man in Adam, and therefore as lost. But again, secondly,
there is another necessity in this matter. Adam was not, in his original
creation, either in the position or condition into which those must be
brought who are to be heirs of God and inheritors of the kingdom of
heaven. That which is born of the flesh at the best is only flesh. That
which is born of the Spirit, and is Spirit, a something new, higher,
and holier is needed here. The condition and nature of a Son.":"G. Hazelrigg.
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SOCIETY'S SECRETARY.
FOR the 24th year in succession the Society was kindly granted a
place at an afternoon meeting of the Clifton Conference, when a larger
number of friends than usual assembled to hear of the Lord's work in
widely different spheres. Sir Matthew Dodsworth, Bart., presided.
The Rev. J ames Ormiston, the beloved Convener of the Conference,
and one of the warmest supporters of the Institution, opened the proceedings with prayer. The Secretary then gave an outline of his
ministration to the Lord's aged poor during the preceding twelve
months, making especial reference to the warm-hearted support which
had been received from Clifton Conference friends now with their Lord,
the Revs. Dr. Doudney and J. C. Martin and Mr. F. Elgar being named.
Helpful meetings have also been held at Brighton, Haslemere, and
Hampstead, and others are being arranged for in the winter season, one
of the chief objects being the increase of the Annual Subscription List
by contributions of 7s. and lOs. With slums multiplying and incomes
diminishing, it is felt that small sums may be within the power of
not a few to give, thus assisting to maintain and extend the usefulness
of this God-honoured Society, with its history of more than 102 years
and its 1678 pensions, and daily expenditure of £43.
The Autumn Sale of Work and Meeting will take place on Friday,
November 5th, at our Hornsey Rise Home. The sale will open at
3 o'clock. Tea will be provided at 5 o'clock at 6d. each, and in the
evening the Rev. J. K. Popham, of Brighton, will preach, at 6.30, on
behalf of the Maintenance Fund. The presence of all friends of the
Lord's aged poor is heartily invited; the old folk eagerly anticipate
these meetings, and their lives are brightened by intercourse with
Christian friends.
On Friday, November 19th, the Lantern Lecture upon the Society's
History will be given at Hastings. Miss Marchant, the Hon. Local
Secretary, will supply all particulars. The Hastings Auxiliary is
making steady progress, and many aged ones in the town are upon the
Pension List.
An extract from a letter, recently received, speaks for itself: "The
aged pilgrim, M. R., fell asleep in Jesus last Lord's Day morning, in
her 86th year, after being bed-ridden for several years. She had much
communion with her Lord, and constantly carried the Society and
those she knew before the throne of grace. She could repeat nearly
200 good old hymns, and had a wonderful memory for the Holy
Scripture, and her hope was based absolutely on Christ and His finished
work. She loved to hear of the one great atoning sacrifice for sin,
and loved also to look forward to the glorious appearing of our God and
Saviour Jesus Christ. A very little before she passed away the
Christian friend who looked after her read 'Jesus, Lover of My soul,'
to her, and she right up to the end repeated the closing line, ' 0 receive
my soul at last."
Such a pensioner, and she stands for many others, it is the Society's
privilege to assist.
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
1.... A public meeting was held at the Victoria Rooms, Clifton, Bristol, on

Thursday, October 21st, to celebrate the 400th anniversary of the
birth of John Calvin. The chair was taken by the Rev. J ames Ormiston,
Rector of St. Mary-Ie-port, Bristol, and amongst the speakers were the
Rev. N. F. Duncan, M.A., Vicar of St. Julian's, Shrewsbury, Pastor
J. P. Wiles, M.A., of Devizes, the Rev. S. S. Walker, M.A., Presbyterian
Church, the Rev. H. W. Burdett, RA., Tyndale Chapel, and the Rev. F.
Sumner, M.A., Vicar of St. Bartholomew's, Bristol.
Madame Lopez Rodriguez writes :-" On Sept. 6th Pastor Rodriguez
and Don Alexander, his brother, were released from prison. Our
schoolmaster and the Mayor, having entered later, were not free till
the end of the month. With what joy and thankfulness I brought my
dear husband and brother-in-law home can be better imagined than
described. Imprisonment for two hot months in foul air could not but
affect the health of strong men, and Pastor Rodriguez, being delicate,
suffered the most. The doctor ordered him to go at once to the seaside,
where he spent thirteen days, after which, much benefited, though far
from well, he returned to Figueras. Important Mission business and
urgent need to consult my London oculist will (D.V.) take us to
England on October 15th for a short visit. We are very anxious to
meet whilst there with a young English lady willing to help in the
Mission. The following address will find us: C/o Miss Manson,
24, Westbourne Gardens, London, W."
Mr. Michael McCarthy visited Southsea and Portsmouth recently on
the invitation of the local branch of the Women's Protestant Union.
At the afternoon meeting the room at Holmlea was overcrowded to
hear Mr. McCarthy's quiet talk on " Roman Catholicism in the Home."
In the evening the large Portland Hall-the largest in Portsmouthwas full on floor and galleries with a respectable and enthusiastic
audience, numbering about 1200, to hear Mr. McCarthy's lecture on
"Roman Catholicism and the Empire." There were a number of
clergymen on the platform and in the body of the hall, as well as
numbers of people not usually seen at Protestant gatherings.
The Annual Report of the London Society for Promoting Christianity
Amongst the Jews has just been issued. It is the one hundred and
first Report, and the Committee" record with the deepest gratitude to
Almighty God that the aggregate receipts from all sources, including
the Centenary Fund, amounted to £59,362 16s. lOd., being the largest
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'On record." This result is distinctly encouraging, and should lead to
much prayer being offered that the Divine blessing may rest upon all
the Society's operations, and that through these offerings many Jews
may be brought to Christ. We mention one fact from this Report
which should be pondered by those who question the utility of Missions
to Jews, viz., that the Rev. Dr. Ellis, who has just retired from the
Warsaw Mission, during his thirty years' residence there baptized 500
Jews, ten of these last year.
We are informed that a fund has been opened to provide for the
€rection in St. Luke's church, Prestonville, Brighton, of a tablet in
memory of the late much loved vicar, the Rev. George Hewitt. Contributions may be sent to the Churchwardens, through Mr. George
Dillistone, 9, Buxton Road, Brighton.

'I

The Committee of the Lord's Day Observance Society have issued
a circular calling the attention of municipal authorities throughout the
country to certain questions in whose settlement their public influence
may be exercised in either a helpful or an injurious manner. In the
course of their statement they say :-" (1) The Government, recognizing
its duty to set a good example to other employers of labour, has resolved
to grant to the members of the Metropolitan Police force a weekly day
of rest. This step has been promptly imitated by the Common Council
of the City of London. It had been anticipated by the Corporation of
Reading. It was noted in Parliament that, while its consent was
necessary to give effect to this reform in the case of the Metropolitan
Police, the example of Reading indicated that no such assent was
necessary in the case of the police forces generally. The Committee
would therefore urge that a corresponding step should be taken by
municipalities throughout the country. And if it be argued that
Provincial forces are not generally exposed to the same exhausting
service as the London Police, it may be observed, on the other hand,
that they are equally entitled to that Weekly Rest-Day which their
Maker ordained for their physical, moral, and spiritual well-being.
(2) For seventy-five years past proposals have at intervals been laid
before Parliament, suggesting that the Sunday Trading, Labour, and
Travelling Act of Charles n. should be displaced by a new measure.
These proposals invariably ignore the religious grounds on which
English Sunday legislation has hitherto rested, and are based on purely
social, and selfishly partial, considerations, which suggest no valid
reason why a weekly rest-day, or any rest-day at all, should be conceded
to some traders and denied to others. In such measures municipal
authorities are offered the chance of checking some forms of Sunday
trading by the imposition of a larger penalty than the present nondeterrent five shillings; but they are simultaneously forbidden to
interfere with the sale of tobacco, sweets, newspapers, and most of the
things generally offered for sale on Sunday, and are offered permission

704

The GosPel Magazine.

to sanction the sale, till nine o'clock in the morning, of any commodities
whose purveyors can bring to bear special pressure or persuasion. The
Committee would therefore point out that it would be difficult, on
merely social lines, to treat Sunday trading as a public benefit to be
encouraged during a part of the day, and a public wrong to be restrained
and punished during another part. The present Act being sound in
principle and effic;ient in practice, except for the smallness of the fine,
nothing would seem to be wanted except a short measure, imposing
the increased fines now suggested, and retaining the old limitation of
permitted sale to goods necessary and perishable, and to carefully
restricted hours."
Last month the 203rd party of youthful emigrants from Dr. Barnardo's Homes left for Canada. They sailed by the ss. "Sicilian,"
Allan Line, from the Surrey Commercial Docks. The party consisted
of 241 young people (160 boys and eighty-one girls). On landing in
Canada all those who are old enough will be immediately placed in
situations already chosen for them, and the younger children will be
boarded out in Canadian households. Each emigrant costs only £10
for outfit and travelling expenses-an excellent investment, for 98 per
cent are suqcesses. Already this year 968 children have been emigrated
by these Homes, bringing up the grand total to 21,638. In Canada
there is a wide field of opportunity before these young people such as
does not exist in this country, where the labour market is overstocked
and unemployment is rife. Moreover, Canada develops the grit in
the boy and the girl and makes men and women of them. In many
cases also the only sure way of preventing these young people from
drifting back to the level from which they were rescued is by placing
the ocean between their past and their future.

It is mocking one's fellow-sinners, as well as transgressing the Word
of God, if we preach to them as anything but utterly lost, ruined,
helpless creatures. "All flesh is grass," and that the only remedy for
the case is the sovereign, free, Almighty-creative grace of God in Christ
Jesus.-G. Hazelrigg.
"It is wonderful that the Lord is so condescending that He compares
Himself even to a mother: "As one whom his mother comforteth, so
will I comfort you; and ye shall be comforted in Jerusalem" (Isa.
lxvi. 13). And as none can comfort a child in suffering like a mother,
so it is with respeet to Christ and His sufferers. Hence, how gracious
are His words, as recorded by John: "Let not your heart be troubled;
ye believe in God, believe also in Me." "I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you." Therefore it is that the Holy Spirit Who
glorifies Him by taking of what is His, and showing it to His people,
bears the name of the Comforter. And true it is that not a grain of
comfort of a genuine spiritual nature can be enjoyed except through
the agency of the Holy Spirit.-A. J. Barter.

