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"UPON THE MOUNTAINS OF SPICES."
" Make haste, my Beloved." -SONG of SOLOMON viii. 14.

SOME of dear TOPLADY'S last ecstatic words are reported to have
been: "The sky is clear; there is no cloud! Come, LORD JESUS,
come quickly! It will not be long now before GOD takes me,
for no mortal can live (and he burst into tears of unutterable joy
as he spoke) after the glories GOD has manifested to my soul! "
Such manifestations of Divine glory to the departing spirits of
GOD'S dear people are probably exceptional, but not to the extent
we are accustomed to think, for that one spiritually sweet and
suggestive Scripture includes possibilities far surpassing our most
joyful expectations-" Precious in the sight of JEHOVAH is the
death of His saints" (Ps. cxvi. 15). That is a transporting thought
which has been recorded in Scripture, that when holy STEPHEN
was about to seal his faith with a martyr's blood, it was granted
him to be filled with the DIVINE SPIRIT, so that he saw into heaven
and literally beheld" JESUS standing on the right hand of GOD,"
and bore joyful witness to that blessed effect in the hearing of his
enraged enemies. But, if the departing of a child of GOD to be
with the BELOVED ONE be so blessed now, what will necessarily
be "the excellent glory" of His coming to clothe the completed
41
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myriads of His saints in their bridal robes, and to lead them in
victory to the halls on high 1
This precious Book of Revelation is the plaintive cry of the Bride
to her adorable LORD to make haste in His Royal coming and kingdom. It opens with, "Behold, He cometh." It goes on with,
"Behold, I come as a thief." And it ends with, " Behold, I come
quickly." As one has said: "All the predictions throughout
the book bear upon this event, and carry forward the Church's
hopes to this great goal." CHRIST Himself unveils the mystery of
GOD, and it is He Who, in all His Divine Majesty, is revealed,
or unveiled. He is the ALPHA and OMEGA of the whole book.
We find Him everywhere-" in description, in song, in symbol,
in prediction; ion things past, present, and to come. Here CHRIST
is all and in all. This last book completes the unveiling which
was begun in the Gospels and carried on through the Epistles.
The last fragment of the veil is here taken from His face. We see
Him all He is, on the FATHER'S right hand, on the throne, through
the rent veil. The heavens are opened, and we see Him in His
present glory and the glory of His second coming." He received
from the FATHER the gift of this glorious adorning, that He might
confer it upon His Bride, the ransomed of His precious blood.
All His is hers His Church's by grace, free and sovereign, and
hers for evermore! " Durable riches and righteousness" are with
the SON, and His they are for eteruity, to be shared with His
blood-bought Church. "Upon Thy 'right hand did stand the
Queen in gold of Ophir" (Ps. xlv. 9). To her, the choice one of
His sot!, He has pledged a dower of "everlasting riches," even
"true riches," the "riches of His glory," riches that wax not
old, nor perish with the using. Meanwhile, she patiently awaits
His appearing, the Divine promise of sustaining grace being
assured to her waiting heart, hour by hour. She leans upon His
sure word-" Lo, I come!" As sainted DR. BONAR sings" The Bride is sitting lonely,
In the absence of" her LORD;
This cheers her heart-this onlyHis bosom-treasured word,
'I quickly come.'
" She trims her lamp to meet Him,
And girds her garment white,
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And thus prepares to greet Hi!ll,
Come He at morn or night
To fetch her home.
"Pure, faithful, love·inspiring,
Her spirit she adorns.
In holiness attiring;
A Wy among thorn~,
She blooms alone.
" The world that lies beneath her,
Has not a charm for her;
Beyond the mounts of Bether,
Up to the hills of myrrh,
Her heart is gone.
-

"She sighs for His appearing,
Through the long shadowy night,
His royal chaplet wearing,
Bringing her joy and light
To earth again.
" She lifts her eyes to heaven,Her dove-like virgin eyes,
And longs to see it riven,
And her Day-star arise,
Healing all pain.
"Yet, through her night of watching,Her vigil dark and long,
A ray from glory catching,
She pours her hopeful songHer turtle strain.
" , BELOVED, my heart is waking!
Help me to watch and pray,
Till, morning lustre breaking,
I rise and come away,
By 'Uhee embraced.
" , See, on the mountains leaping,
How the young hart is fleet;
Oh! thus to end my weeping,
,
Swift be Thy coming feet:
Make haste! make haste!'
" And does her LORD forget her,
While dwelling thus apart ~
No! He hath fondly set her
A seal upon His heart,
In suffering traced.
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" , Wait on, hope on, My fairest,
The marriage feast is nigh;
Soon every grief thou bearest
And every cloud shall fly
At My glad voice.
" 'Then shall Mine arm embrace thee,
My love, My reconciled;
Then on My throne I'll place thee,
My dove, My undefiledRejoice! rejoice!'"

Sanctifying grace, tenderly ministered by His own gentle hand,
sustains the forlorn, weary, and waiting ones of His heart, while
He bids them still patiently to wait-a little while, a very little
while! He knows, well knows, that the trial of faith is " precious,"
and that patience must have her "perfect work." Of that perfected work He alone is the infinitely wise and long-suffering
JUDGE. Oh, then, tried fellow-sufferers, let us content ourselves
during His "little while," and rely implicitly upon His sure Word
of promise and pity-till the breakings forth of His glories greet·
our waiting eyes, and gladden our weary feet. The distant sounds
of His coming chariot-wheels speak like Divine music in our ears,
and bid us to gird up our loins and be ready at any moment for
our blessed LORD and MASTER. Myriad angels stand continually
before Him hearkening to the Voice of His Word, and prepared,
in the power of that omnipotent Word, to ful£l its holy behests
quick as JEHOVAH'S lightning-flash throughout His universe! AB
one of our most devout writers has reflectingly witnessed of these
potent and swift ministers who willingly do His sovereign pleasure
every moment day and night: "They are ever at hand, ever
waiting and watching, ever working, they help, they protect,
they strengthen, they deliver, or they smite, they destroy, they
inflict the judgments of GOD. In this last book of the Bible there
is more of angelic ministry, both for good and evil, than in any
other; as if men would need to be reminded of this in the last
days; and as if, when' Satan comes down with his hosts, having
great wrath, MIOHAEL and his hosts were to have more to do than
ever; as if, in the battle of the great day, their numbers required
to be· reinforced, and their reserves brought up, to meet the multitudinous foe.' At any moment, the command of His KINGLY
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lips may proclaim the Advent hour. Meanwhile, she is 'the
BRIDE.' At that, the day of His glorious appearing, and evermore,
she is to be 'the LAMB'S WIFE" (Rev. xxi. 9).
She is now being graciously prepared, and will be shortly adorned
gloriously for her HUSBAND and LORD, and will be really with Him,
for eternity, "where He is." The resurrection from the dust,
and her transformation into the beauteous likeness of her HEAD
will then be crises lying for ever in the past. It is all the office of
the HOLY GHOST to effect this blessed work of preparation. Do
all the people of GOD to-day graciously realize this blessed process
in themselves 1
Alas! we have a limited experience only, and with much
shame confess it; but we still hope in His tender mercy, infinite
compassion, and abounding free grace. His inviolable oath
is always "the same," and that is our absolute security. Of
the wondrous future we know but little now. A Divine veil
covers it! It doth not yet appear what we shall be; but we
know that when He shall appear, we grace-called believers shall
be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. As the beloved Dr.
BONAR years since sweetly wrote, ere he entered in to see the KING
of kings Himself-" To that day when the marriage shall take
place, and the long-waiting Bride shall become the LAMB'S Wife.
Scripture has bidden us look forward as our hope. And it is a
blessed hope. For then shall the long absence cease, and we shall
see Him face to face, Whom not having seen we loved. Then shall
the day break and the shadows flee away. Then shall the everlasting festival begin in the great palace-hall of the New Jerusalem.
Then shall the BRIDEGROOM rejoice over the Bride. 'He shall
rest in His love, He shall joy over her with singing.' Then shall
the Song of Songs be sung, and understood in a way such as it
could not be sung or understood before; and we shall hear the
BRIDEGROOM call His Bride the 'fairest among women,' 'His
love, His dove, His undefiled '; and we shall hear her call Him the
'Chief among ten thousand.' Such then is the honour in store
for the redeemed-to be ' the Bride, the LAMB'S Wife!' As such
He writes upon her the Name of His GOD and the Name· of the
City of His GOD, and His own' NEW NAME'; so that after the
marriage is completed, the Bride loses her own and takes her
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HUSBAND'S name; the LAMB and the LAMB'S Wife becoming more
indissolubly one--one in Name, and nature, and glory, and honour,
and dominion for ever! To get the Tree of Life and the hidden
manna; to get the white stone, and the white raiment, and the
morning star-all that is much; but to be the Bride, the LAMB'S
Wife, and as such to be the partaker of His love, and blessedness,
and glory-this is surely more; how much more only the Day
of the Bridegroom's coming will reveal! Such is the love of
GOD. It is the love of FATHER, SON, and HOLY GHOST. The
FATHER chooses in His own sovereignty; the SON washes in His
own blood; the SPIRIT purifies and prepares by His mighty power.
Behold, what manner of love the FATHER hath bestowed on us!
It is free love; sovereign love; eternal love; unchanging love;
boundless love; love which not only merely delivers from wrath,
but which makes the delivered one an heir of GOD, nay, the Bride,
the LAMB'S Wife! "
And this celestial festival is to be spread, repentant sinnersall-for grace-saved sinners, redeemed rebels, chief sinners I-that
the triune JEHOVAH may be eternally magnified, and glorified!

Clijton, .Bristol.

THE EDITOR.

CHRIST came the first time in the guise of humanity; He is to come
the second time in brightness, as a light to the godly, a terror to the
wicked. He came the first time in weakness, He is to come the second
time in might; the first time in our littleness, the second time in His
own majesty; the first time in mercy, the second in judgment; the
first time to redeem, the second to recompense, and recompense all
the more terribly because of the long-suffering and delay.-Hildebert.
MUCH, though not all of the power of godliness, lies within doors.
It is in vain to talk of holiness if we can bring no letters testimonial
from our holy walking with our relations. Oh, it is sad when they
that have reason to know us best, by their daily converse with us, do
speak least of our godliness! What art thou within doors 1 What
care and conscience to discharge thy duty to thy near relations 1
Can he be a good Christian that spends all his religion abroad, and
leaves none for his nearest relations at home 1 David knew very
well how near this part of a saint's duty lies to the very heart of godliness; and therefore, when he makes his solemn vow to walk holily
before God, he instanceth this, as one stage wherein he might eminently
discover the graciousness of his spirit--" I will walk within my house
with a perfect heart."-Gttrnall (1617-1679).
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ENCOURAGEMENT FOR THE DESPONDENT.
" Then spake the Lord to Paul in the night by a vision, Be not afraid,
but speak, and hold not thy peace: for I am with thee, and no
man shall set. on thee to hurt thee:
for I have much people in this
.
city."-AcTs xviii. 9, 10.

THERE are times when the most courageous of the Lord's servants
get into a state of despondency. Elijah is a striking instance of
this. On Mount Carmel he stood forth as the champion of the true
God against Ahab and his prophets. Fearless, courageous, and
bold, he uttered those memorable words, " How long halt ye between
two opinions ~ If the Lord be God, follow Him: but if Baal, then
follow him." Subsequently, when his life was threatened by that
wicked woman Jezebel, we find him under the juniper tree, saying;
" It is enough; now, 0 Lord, take away my life; for I am not
better than my fathers." It is just at times like these, however,
that the Lord displays His tender compassion for His desponding
servants. How beautiful it is to read of an angel touching Elijah
and bidding him arise and eat, and " Behold, there was a cake baken
on the coals, and a cruse of water at his head!" The great Apostle
to the Gentiles was doubtless in a state of despondency, when the
Lord uttered the encouraging words which stand at the head of
these Wayside Notes. He had been obliged to leave Thessalonica
through the uproar occasioned by the envy of the unbelieving Jews.
From Berea he was sent away by the brethren through the bitter
opposition of the same enemies of the Gospel. At Athens his
testimony found little acceptance among the "philosophers of the
Epicureans, and of the Stoicks," whom he addressed on Mars' Hill.
Now, at Corinth, the Jews" opposed themselves and blasphemed"
as he testified to them " that Jesus was Christ." All these experiences must have been a great trial to the heart of God's servant.
It is true that while continuing his testimony in " a certain man's
house, named Justus, the chief ruler of the synagogue believed on
the Lord with all his house; and many of the Corinthians hearing
believed, and were baptized." But these results of his preaching
would only exasperate the Jews still further, and increase their
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opposition. Besides, it is clear that the Apostle was in a poor state
of health at this time. He says, "I was with you in weakness, and
in fear, and in much trembling" (1 Cor. ii. 3). Evidently, then,
the Apostle was in a low state both of mind and body. He was, as
we should say, "run down," and it was just at this juncture that
the Lord Jesus appeared to him in a vision, and cheered his heart
by the encouraging words which He spoke to him. We, too, dear
fellow-believers, have a High Priest Who is touched with the feeling
of our infirmities.. His heart is full of sympathy and compassion
for His tried people. Wherefore, be of good cheer! Now, let us
consider the encouraging words which the Lord spake to His
desponding servant.
First, He urged him to be courageous.
"Be not afraid," He said. The trials are great, the opposition
is strong, the difficulties are formidable, but be of good courage.
So the Lord bids His people to-day to fear not. In view of persecution, He says, "Fear ye not, therefore, ye are of more value than
many sparrows" (Matt. x. 31). When our case seems hopeless,
He says, "Be not afraid, only believe" (Mark v. 36). When there
is scarcity of temporal blessings, He says, "Fear not, little flock;
for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom"
(see context of Luke xii. 32). The Lord has been in the habit of
encouraging His people in this way from ancient times. To
Abraham He said, "Fear not ... I am thy shield, and thy
exceeding great reward" (Gen. xv. 1). He called to Hagar and
said, "What aileth thee, Hagar ~ fear not."
So, whatever be our trial, the Lord says, "Fear thou not; for I
am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will
strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee
with the right hand of My righteousness" (Isa. xlI. 10).
Secondly, the Lord urged His servant to continue his testirrwny.
"Speak, and hold not thy peace." Though many railed at his
message, and though the opposition was strong and bitter, he was
still to persevere in proclaiming" the unsearchable riches of Christ."
Whether men will hear or whether they will forbear, the Gospel
must be proclaimed. We must go on preaching "Jesus Christ
and Him crucified." Opposition may increase, indifference and
even blasphemy may abound, but the Lord's messenger must still
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deliver his Lord's message. " I charge thee therefore before God,
and the Lord Jesus Christ, Who shall judge the quick and the dead
at His appearing and His kingdom; preach the word; be instant
in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. For the time will come when they will not
endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to
themselves teachers, having itching ears; and they shall turn away
their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. But
watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an
evangelist, make full proof of thy miuistry" (2 Tim. iv. 1-5).
Here we have stirring and encouraging injunctions, despite the
increasing darkness of the outlook. No change of Gospel is enj oined.
There is but one Gospel, and that is suited for all ages. However
much the times may change, our message must still be the same.
" Preach the Word." We are asked "to clothe the old truths in
the new phraseology." Where is the warrant for this in Scripture?
The old truths are best spoken in the language of the Old Bookthe Word of God, which is settled for ever in heaven.
Thirdly, the Lord assured His servant of His presence.
"I am with thee." The Apostle was not alone. His Lord was
with him. The Lord has often cheered His saints with this precious
assurance. He appeared to Isaac and said, "I am the God of
Abraham thy father: fear not, for I am with thee" (Gen. XXVl. 24).
To Jacob He said, "I am with thee and will keep thee." When
Moses hesitated to go and bring the children of Israel out of Egpyt,
the Lord said, "Certainly I will be with thee." So the Lord says
now, especially to miuisters of the Word, "Lo, I am with you
alway, even unto the end of the world."
Take courage, then, ye desponding ones. He is with you. "He
hath said, I will never leave thee nor forsake thee."
Fourthly, the Lord assured His servant of His protection. " No
man shall set on thee to hurt thee." This promise had special
reference to the Apostle's ministry in Corinth. There were times
in his missionary labours when the Lord did allow men to set on
him to hurt him. Referring to these times he says, " Of the Jews
five times received I forty stripes save one. Thrice was I beaten
with rods, once was I stoned." But so far as his stay in Corinth
was concerned, the decree had gone forth, "No man shall set on
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thee to hurt thee." Thus the Lord can protect and preserve His
people, and, if He does occasionally allow their enemies to injure
them, they can only do what He permits. No real harm can
happen to the child of God. No weapon formed against him shall
prosper. The same Lord Who thus comforted the Apostle Paul,
comforted the prophet Jeremiah ages before. "For, behold, I have
made thee this day a defenced city, and an iron pillar, and brazen
walls against the whole land, against the kings of J udah, against
the princes thereof, against the priests thereof, and against the
people of the land. And they shall fight against thee; but they
shall not prevail against thee; for I am with tliee, saith the Lord,
to deliver thee" (Jer. i. 18, 19).
Lastly, the Lord assured him 0/ abundant success in his labours.
"I have much people in this city." The city of Corinth" was
eminent in commerce and wealth, in literature and the arts, especially the study of rhetoric and philosophy; but it was notorious
also for luxury and moral corruption, particularly the foul worship
of Venus." Licentious and idolatrous though its inhabitants were,
however, the Lord had many in that city whom He had chosen in
Christ, whom He had loved with an everlasting love, and whom it
was His intention to save. He, therefore, bade His servant to
continue his ministry there. The preaching of " Christ crucified,"
though "a stumbling-block" to the Jews and " foolishness" to
the Greeks, is to them which are chosen and called "Christ the
power of God and the wisdom of God." The Apostle was thus
assured of abundant success. The same assurance is given to the
Church of God to-day. The Lord says, "Other sheep I have,
which are not of this fold: them also I must hring, and they shall
hear My voice; and there shall be one fold [lit., one flock], and one
Shepherd" (John x. 16). The Lord has" much people" scattered
throughout the world, and He uses His people as instruments in
His hands "to seek for Christ's sheep that are dispersed abroad,
and for His children who are in the midst of this naughty world,
that they may be saved through Christ for ever." Be it ours, then,
to be " steadfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the
Lord, forasmuch as we know that our labour is not in vain in the
Lord." His Word shall not return unto Him void. It shall accomplish that which He pleases. Let us then be of good courage and
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let us persevere in the Lord's work. He is ever with His witnessing
servants. He stands by them and protects them, and' He assures
them that" He shall see of the travail of His soul and be satisfied."
" Let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap,
if we faint not." "He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing
precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing
his sheaves with him."
Bath.
THOMAS HOUGHTON.
THE PRAYER OF THE DISCIPLES DURING THE STORM ON
THE LAKE.
(Matt. viii. 23-26; Mark iv. 31-40; Luke viii. 23-25.)
THESE passages, compared, afford a remarkable illustration of Christ's
words ou another occasiou, " According to your faith be it unto you."
The main features of the event substantially agree in each Gospel,
but a differeuce is found in the words of the prayer addressed by the
disciples to Christ, aud in the reply given them by Christ. This difference may be accounted for thus, that some of the disciples (according
to the actings of their faith at the time) addressed Christ one way,
others of them another. Christ replied to each according to the state
of their mind.
Luke relates their prayer thus: "Master, Master, we perish." Here
is the expression of pure fear, and Christ gently replies, "Where is
your faith 1 " as if He would stir up their hidden faith. Mark relates
the prayer thus: "Master, carest Thou not that we perish 1" Here
is a want of love and alliance, and therefore of the faith that worketh
by love. So Christ gently rebukes, and says, " Why are ye so fearful 1
How is it that ye have no faith 1" Matthew relates the prayer thus:
" Lord, save us; we perish." Here is the right prayer of faith; and
Christ answers it thus: "0 ye of little faith, why are ye fearful 1 "
That is, He assures them of their safety, and takes fear away. The
Lord grant us this last.
REV. BERNARD GILPIN.
THE Gospel is called" the Gospel of His grace," because it flows from
God's free love (Acts xx. 24); "the Gospel of His kingdom," as it
treats of the kingdom of grace and of glory; "the Gospel of Christ,"
because He is the author and subject of it (Rom. i. 16); "the Gospel
of peace and salvation," as it promotes our present comfort, and leads
to eternal glory (Eph. i. 13; iii. 15); "the glorious Gospel," as in it
the glorious perfections of Jehovah are displayed (2 Cor. iv. 4); "the
everlasting Gospel," as it was designed from eternity, is permanent
in time, and the effects of it are eternal (Rev. xiv. 6).-Buck.
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1,lhlgrim 1j)apetfi.
WELLSPRINGS.
_" God shall help her, and that right early."-PsALM xlvi. 5.
LET us read this precious word with its marginal rendering, and may
the Holy Spirit make our meditation profitable. "God shall help
her, when the morning appeareth." Under the figure of "the-' city
of God:' this is the promise to His Church, and to every redeemed
son and daughter of the Lord God of hosts in particular.
This Psalm is often called Luther's Psalm. He sang it to his lute
every day, standing at the window, during the sitting of the Diet of
Augsburg, and frequently, when adverse circumstances seemed about
to crush him, he would say to his beloved Melancthon, " Come, brother,
let us betake ourselves to the forty-sixth Psalm." And have not all
God's exercised family as often found in their "trouble," God "a
very present help" ; and in their weakness and felt frailty and insufficiency, the faithful God their "refuge and strength"; and in
the midst of His Zion, so that she is not greatly moved, and His
delivering power put forth on her behalf "when the mornmg appeareth"?
That is God's order, beloved reader; and faith does well to wait
for that morning. In the work of creation we read how" the evening
and the morning were the first day." Thus it was ordained of God
from the beginning, that the evening should precede the morning, the
darkness go before the light. And when He spake the omnipotent
words, "Let there be light," light was! It shone forth. It took
its appointed place in creation, to be a blessing to man. How ready
was that light to take its appointed place at the word of the great
Creator. The Psalmist catches the thought as he speaks of " the wings
of the morning," sent forth at the mighty God's behest.
What lessons we may learn from the precious Word, of God's
mornings. What mighty things were accomplished, what great
deliverances achieved, and what blessings brought in God's mornings.
How ready were His saints of old to do His bidding in the morning
of their call. What a wonderful morning was that to the whole
assembly of Israel at the institution of the Passover, which they were
to eat" with your loins girded, your shoes on your feet and your staff
in your hand; and ye shall eat it in haste: it is the Lord's passover."
And none were to go out of those blood-besprinkled doors "until
the morning." For in that night the destroying angel would pass
through the land to smite the Egyptians, "and when he seeth the
blood upon the lintel, and on the two side posts, the Lord will pass
over the door, and will not suffer the destroyer to come into your
houses to smite you." What an awful miduight for the Egyptians,
but what a great deliverance and redemption did Israel see in the
morning-God's morning of redemption!
Again, what a morning of deliverance did king Hezekiah see upon
the fulfilled promise of his God that He would "defend this city, to
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save it for Mine own sake and for My servant David's sake." There
was a little remnant, who should escape and take root downward and
bear fruit upward. So" it came to pass that night, that the angel
of the Lord went out, and smote in the camp of the Assyrians an
hundred fourscore and five thousand: and when they arose early
in the mornin g, behold, they were all dead corpses." How complete
a deliverance does the strong God make for His people, when He arises
to jndgment! Israel had no hand in it. It was while they slept, in
the darkness of the night, that" the angel of the Lord went forth,"
swift to do the bidding of the King of kings. And when the preserved
people" arose early in the morning," they beheld" all dead corpses"
around them; their enemies slain and their preservation secured.
Would not such an occasion call for a song of praise 1 Would not the
desire of the soul be, "Awake up, my glory; awake, psaltery and harp :
I myself will awake early." Oh! may our hearts be kept alive in
the desire to seek our God, to praise Him for His returning mercies,
and to plead afresh for the needed grace of the coming day, in the
language of David: "Early will I seek Thee." It inspires the soul
to realize that there is yet deliverance at His hand. The horror of
great darkness may fall upon us. Our souls may travel much by
night, and we see not the hand of our performing God in the dark.
Our souls drag heavily, and fears prevail. We forget that" He Who
keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep," and that" the darkness
and the light are both alike to Him." He is carrying on His own
work and bringing forth His bright designs out of the treasures of
darkness. And when the hour of deliverance is come, it is "right
early." When our God arises, when He speaks, how suddenly it comes
to pass, how real is the deliverance. So that we forget all the sorrows
of the past dark days, for the present joy of salvation.
Yes, our God has His "right early" times, and they are always
exactly to time. He" keeps His own pace," as Huntingdon said.
May our souls be kept on the watch, expectant, longing, panting,
crying out after the living God, so that when He does appear to our
joy we may exclaim, " Lo, this is our God, we have waited for Him;
He will save us." The eye of faith is fixed upon Him. We stretch
forth towards our Deliverer, and see only God helping us, and forget
the sorrows of the way. For when the" wealthy place" is reached,
who would go back to the" fire and water" experience 1 When the
beloved Daniel was delivered from the lions' den, he spoke of his
delivering God, and looked no more back upon those devouring
creatures. And the three youths who came forth from the midst of
the burning fiery furnace, with not so much as the smell of fire upen
them, would speak only of Him, that" fourth, like unto the Son of
God," Whose presence was their salvation. And do not you and I,
beloved reader, daily experience some deliverance, great or small,
and are thus brought forward on our pilgrim journey, encouraged to
believe that "He Who hath helped us hitherto, will help us all our
journey through" 1 And we have cause to praise Him for all the past,
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and to trust Him for all that is to come; cause to praise Him for the
sustaining, upholding, and likewise delivering grace. Such is a token
of all that is to come. Be our days and our trials few or many, all
is hastening on to "the end of the Lord," and our last claim upon
His delivering grace. And then! Ah! "when the shore is gained
at last, who will count the billows past?" Do let these words sound
in our ears by effectual grace-sustaining power, " God shall help her,
and that right early"-"when the morning appeareth." And may the
voice of praise and thanksgiving be correspondingly heard "in the
morning, 0 Lord; in the morning will I direct my prayer unto Thee,
and will look up." There may be the night of weeping for each pilgrim
whose face is set Zionward, but whose feet are treading the path of
thorns and the appointed way "through much tribulation" to the
kingdom. Yet, though" weeping may endure for a night, joy cometh
in the morning." That is the morning in which the upright shall
have dominion; that is the morning for which all the" goings forth"
of the Everlasting King have been" prepared."
The God of their help is He Who of God is made unto His people,
"wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption."
It is God in Christ Jesus, Who" shall help," and that" right early."
It is He of Whom the Father said, " I have laid help upon One that is
mighty." It is He Who came down to the low place of His Church,
to work out by His own doing and dying her deliverance. It was He
Who
" Saw them ruined in the Fall,
Yet loved them notwithstanding all."
And was not our Great Forerunner, our precious Redeemer, ready
to procure our living with Him, our life "more abundantly," our
rising "together and with My dead body," as He declared? The
grave could not detain Him. "The pains of death" must be " loosed,"
because " it was not possible that He should be holden of it." And
very early in the morning, "when it was yet dark," "cometh Mary
Magdalene" to find the sepulchre empty, and to hear the glorious
declaration of the angelic messenger, "He is not here, He is risen."
Oh! was not. that resurrection morning God's great morning? The
morning of mornings! And all down the ages, the power of the Risen
One is seen in His children's deliverances, in their being preserved
in that resurrection life they now live by faith, and in their looking
for the Lord from heaven, Who is coming again to receive them unto
Himself.
And it is that glorious redemption that works effectually in the
children of God-" a rnnning redemption," as Romaine calls it. A
daily deliverance, a daily plucking their feet from the snares of death.
They get into their low places, do the saints of God. They know it
to their sorrow. Many are the dangers and pitfalls for their unwary
feet. Many are the stumbles. Grievous are the devil-beguiled
trippings and backslidings. They have their many hours of darkness,
their gloomy days of fears. They suffer midnight in their souls.
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Their clouds are earth-born, however. Their fears are their sinful
infirmity. Have they forgotten the promised word: "Sin shall not
have dominion over you" 1 Have they lost sight of their calling,
as children of the day, and of the resurrection 1 Is the portion of
the Bride forgotten. 1 Is she cbthed in sackcloth who should be ready
adorned for her Husband 1 Oh! if such be the case with anyone of
us, may the sweet name of Jesus resouud in our ears, with all its healing
balm, and the heart be retuued to sing of the Coming One, Who will
come and will not tarry," His Name yields the richest perfume,
And sweeter than music His voice,

His presence disperses my gloom,
And makes all within me rejoice;

I should, were He always so nigh,
Have nothing to wish or to fear;
No mortal so happy as I;
My summer would last all the year.
" Content with beholding His face,
My all to His pleasure resigued,
No changes of season or place
Would make any change in my mind;
When blest ·with a sense of His love,
A palace a toy would appear,
And prisons would palaces prove,
n Jesns would dwell with me there.
" Dear Lord, if indeed I am Thine,
If Thou art my Sun .and my Song;
Say, why do I languish and pine,
And why are my winters so long?
Oh t drive these dark clouds from my sky,
Thy soul· cheering presence restore;
Or take me unto Thee on high,
Where winter and clouds are no more."

May the eye of faith look right on to God's morning. He is hastening
His work, to cut it short in righteousness. He will shortly accomplish
the number of His elect. The Divine mind is set, and His eye is upon
that very moment when He will finally come down to deliver all those
whose sorrows He well knows. How His heart yearns for its accompliShment, to have His way-worn saints with Him to share His glory,
and to be where there shall be no night, no darkness, no more sorrow,
no more pain, no more death, no more sighing nor weeping, the last
tear for ever wiped away. And the Lord of the resurrection morning
shall be uuto His people an everlasting light, and the days of their
mourning shall be ended.
R.
THE promises are wells of comfort to the Church, and believing prayer
is the vessel to draw the water out of the wells.-Secker.
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THE PORTRAIT.-THE LATE MR. CHARLES WALTER.
[We are placed under deep obligation to the dear Christian friend
who has penned the following appreciative memorial of the life and
abounding labours of beloved MR. CHARLES WALTER. To what \she
has recorded of that dear servant of CHRIST'S active service, and his
liberality towards the needs of undoubted Christian efforts, we may
add our personal testimony in connection with the "United Bristol
Mission," as Honorary Secretary to that local body. For many years
he had subscribed £5 a year to the funds, until the income of the Mission
having suffered serious losses by death and otherwise-our beloved
friend to the end of his devoted days doubled his gi/t.-En.]
WE present to our readers this month the portrait~ of a servant of the
Lord, greatly beloved, and who will be sorely missed both by the Church
of God at large and many individual believers.
The late MR. CHARLES WALTER, of Surbiton, was taken to be " for
ever with the Lord," on September 17th, at 5.20 a.m., after a protracted illness and much suffering, at the ripe age of 82 years. All
who knew him must agree that he was a man of no ordinary type.
Endowed with many natural abilities, and from early life imbued with
the fear of God, he was a most valuable friend and adviser.
"Called by grace" as a young man, he became an ardent follower of
the Lord, and all the time he was engaged in his earthly calling of a
Solicitor he remembered Whose he was and Whom he served.
He manied on April 19th, 1854, Sarah Stilwell, the elder daughter
of Mr. James Stilwell, of the Avenue, Lower Tooting, Surrey, who was
a true helpmeet in all his service for the Lord. Mr. WALTER was a
most devoted husband, though it must have been no small trial to him,
that for nearly forty years of their manied life Mrs. Waiter was more
or less of an invalid, and for the last years of her life, which terminated
in March, 1904 (just a month before their golden wedding day), she
was rarely able to leave her couch.
It was beautiful to see, that in spite of his many and varied activities,
he was never long absent from his dear one. Many a time when he had
come in from a few mi.riutes' airing (taken to relieve his often suffering
head) he would look into the drawing-room to assure himself that all
was well with her, ere he betook himself again to the many things
awaiting his attention in the study.
In middle life he was often engaged in service for the Lord by conducting meetings in Mission Halls and Soldiers' Homes, and when in later
years he was no longer able to continue this work, he was constantly
being requisitioned to preside at meetings, for the promotion of all
kinds of Evangelical work, both at home and abroad, and as long as he
remained in Folkestone, where he lived for thirty years, he scarcely
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ever refused, though latterly, taking the chair at a meeting generally
meant a bad night. He was willing to spend and be spent for His Lord.
MR. W ALTER was a member of the Church of England, but being an
Evangelical of the old type, he disliked very much the introduction of
surpliced choirs and musical services. It was this that led him thirty
years ago to associate himself with the little unattached Church of
England, known as Emmanuel Church, Folkestone, the work in connection with which he continued to liberally support, till the time he was
taken home.
Casually one would discover some of his acts which told of devotion
to his Master's cause, and deep love to perishing souls. On one occasion
he made some remark to a friend about a certain evangelist named
J. D. The friend replied, "I don't know who J. D. is." "Oh, he's my
evangelist in Kent," was the modest answer. The said evangelist
laboured on MR. WALTER'S behalf for nearly thirty years, particularly
in remote country districts, notable for their spiritual darkness and
destitution, and many were brought to Christ through his instrumentality. It was in keeping with our brother's thoughtful care for others,
that he made an arrangement whereby this devoted servant of Christ
should lose neither his work nor his" hire" when his own course was
finished. It would be difficult to mention all the' Societies he supported by his gifts and influence, but among them were the British and
Foreign Bible Society, the Church Missionary Society, the China
Inland Mission, the Moravian Missions, the Paris City Mission, the
London City Mission, the London Medical Mission, the Evangelization
Society, the Irish Scripture Readers, Mildmay Mission to the Jews, the
Christian Colportage Society, Open-air Mission, and other good works,
including Miiller's and Spurgeon's Orphanages.
MR. W ALTER was unwavering in his allegiance to the Truth of God,
and uncompromising in his resistance both of Sacerdotalism and Higher
Criticism. The doctrines of God's free and sovereign grace had long
been precious to his heart, In his public prayers he often anticipated
" that on-eoming day" of the Lord's return, and constantly reminded
himself and others of the Apostle's words, "Seeing then that all these
things are to be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all
holy conversation and godliness."
Among his latest transactions were the purchase of two Mission Halls,
which he handed over respectively to the Evangelization Society and
the London City Mission. More than three years ago, our brother
became seriously ill, and from that time his labours were of necessity
considerably lessened, thongh whenever able he was attending to some
call in connection with the Lord's work. On August 4th, 1909, after
writing to a friend of many discomforts and sufferings, he added, " However, I am in the Lord's hands, and He is ordering, controlling, and
directing in His eternal love and wisdom. But the great enemy often
assails me, as well as my evil heart, tempting me to unbelief and murmuring, yet, I can often realize that the Lord is good, 'a stronghold in
the day of trouble, He knoweth them that trust in Him.' "
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Again, on April 29th, 1910, he wrote, "I am in the Lord's hands,
and His goodness and mercy have followed me all my days, and they
will till He is pleased to take me into the glory."
In the same letter he speaks of his" valuable housekeeper," who
had been away for holiday. It may be encouraging to those who seek
the Lord's guidance in all their affairs, to know that this housekeeper
was the answer to his many prayers when last seeking a nurse-attendant
for his beloved wife, to whom she ministered for several years, and
then in his last illness was unremitting in her attentions to himself.
Like many aged ones he dreaded strangers, and it was of the Lord's
tender mercy, that those who had been in his employ so long should
be with him to the end, counting it a privilege to minister to their
saintly and beloved master. During the last weeks of his life he was
comforted continually with the words, "Underneath are the everlasting arms," and often expressed himself as being in " perfect peace "indeed, not long before he entered into rest he murmured" underneath
--everlasting-arms-yes-all-around !" Precious testimony to the
fact that the Lord was with him, and a sweet answer to the prayers of
those whose constant cry for him in his last days, was, " Carry him consciously to the end of the valley, and lift him into Thy glory! "
His face was often radiant when asleep those last days, and on Sunday
evening, September 15th, his faithful nurse noticed he was making a
somewhat peculiar noise; she was quickly at his side, inquiring if
anything was the matter, when he replied, " I'm only singing." Happy
saint of God! He sees now the Blessed One Who was His strength and
his song.
We laid his redeemed dust to rest in the Folkestone Cemetery, on
Friday, September 20th, his friend, the Rev. A. E. Glover, assisted by
the Rev. H. Newton, of Christ Church, Surbiton, conducting the burial
servire. A number of the London City Missionaries staying at the
beautiful home, given by him years ago to that Society for their use,
begged leave to sing the hymn, "Sleep on, beloved." It was a fitting
end to a long and beautiful life, and proved some consolation to the
many friends assembled to pay their last tribute to their departed
brother in the Lord.

K.B.
IT is not enough to praise Him, it must be a praising Him still, before
it will make a blessedness; and though to praise God be an easy
matter, yet to praise Him stiU, will be found a busy work, indeed to
flesh and blood a miserable work, for if I be still praising Him, what
time shall I have for any pleasure ~ 0 my soul, if thou make it not
thy pleasure, thy chief, thy only pleasure to be praising Him, thou art
not like in haste to come to blessedness. And marvel not that David
says under the law, "Blessed are they that dwell in Thy house, they
will be still praising Thee," when St. Paul under the Gospel saith as
much: "Whether ye eat or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the
glory of God."-·Sir Richard Baker (1568-1645).
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j)ttltums an'lJ· j},ute" uf Sermons.
THE KING.
NOTES OF A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. J. ORMISTON, RECTOR,
AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT, BRISTOL, ON SUNDAY EVENING,
OCTOBER 7TH, 1912.

" I speak 0/ the things which I have made touching the King."-Ps.

XLV.

1.

THE reference here is to theKing about Whom many precious things
were spoken at the Conference during last week. And I may venture to
say we have here a Scripture which tells us how acceptable they were in
the sight of God. It pleases Him to hear the Lord J esUB Christ spoken
of by those who alone know Him, and love Him, and speak well of His
truth. This Psalm is one that celebrates the matchlessness of Christ
and the loveliness of His redeemed Church. A large portion of it is
devoted to the praises of the Church-not churches-which is His
handiwork, the matchless work of Christ. There is no Church comparable to the Church of Christ. Churches of earth boast many and great
things, but there is no comparison to be made with the Church of the
First-born-the Church that belongs to Christ Who made it His
by purchase, after the Father had given it to Him. Christ loved the
Church-we are told by the Holy Ghost; the special redemption of
the Church is distinctly ascribed to Christ, and He gave Himself for
the Church, not the churches. Hold fast to the special redemption
whereby Christ secured His Church. His Church is His special masterpiece-there is none comparable to it! Accept that by the grace of God.
The Paalmist--no name is given uS----£ays, and it is a wonderful testimony, "My heart is inditing a good matter: I speak of the things
which I have made touching the King: my tongue is the pen of a
ready writer." Now will you turn to two Scriptures, the first in 1 Pet.
i. 9-12. "Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your
souls. Of which salvation the prophets have enquired .and searched
diligently, who prophesied of the grace that should come unto you:
Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was
in them did signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of
Christ, and the glory that should follow. Unto whom it was revealed,
that not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister the things,
which are now reported unto you by them that have preached the
Gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven; which
things the angels desire to look into." Those exalted, though created,
intelligences, those sinless beings who have never sinned because they
are kept by the power of God which is omnipotence, and they never
will fall because they are Divinely kept--the angels" desire to look
into" these things, showing that they are willing to learn, showing
that they do not know all things, only some things. How humble in
spirit we ought to be who know so little! The angels veil their faces
in their presence of their Maker. They stand before Him day and
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night hearkening unto the voice of His Word, which to them is the
supreme Word. When angels, patiently and with sublime quietness
wait at the feet of J ehovah, Father, Son and Holy Ghost, to know
His will, what a lovely lesson for us on earth! Look well at the
passage.
The prophets, who prophesied these things, had to
study their own prophecies to know the .way of God more perfectly,
the angels also studied them, and they do study them still-" which
things the angels desire to look into." Do not think they occupy
their precious time with the vain things that occupy men on earth.
Their study is not a thing of the past, they continue to look into
these things though they know very much. How can we estimate
the knowledge of an unfaJlen angel who stands before God day and
night 1 Now turn with me to another Scripture also by the inspired
apostle Peter, his second Epistle i. 21, " For the prophecy came not in
old time by the will of man: but holy men of God. spake as they were
moved by the Holy Ghost." They had no will in the matter, they
were passive subjects of the will of the Holy Ghost; and remember, the
power of the Holy Ghost is omnipotence. They know it by the teaching of the infinitely wise Spirit. Holy men-by character and spiritwere moved, or carried along, or swept onward as by a torrent, because
the power that moved them was omnipotence and could not be resisted.
What an infinite mercy we possess the Scriptures which the Holy Ghost
inspired! As the water torrent sweeps a mere trifle before it, so these
holy men, whom we '\ralue and honour in their proper place, were the
creatures, the new creatures-of the Holy· Ghost. They knew God's
power and felt it, and were what they were by the power of God. So
this inspired Psalmist writes: "I speak of the things which I have
made touching the King." Now we have been for the last week very
much occupied with matters affecting the King and the well-being of
His subjects. What a blessed privilege to be a subject of the King of
kings, nothing less! There is not a believer who ranks lower or other
than a king! Our Ring makes His own kings, and makes all His
subjects kings. He doeth as He will among the armies of heaven and
among the inhabitants of the earth by calling out from their midst a
people for Himself, in whom He glorifies Himself. He first makes
them to be His subjects-new creatures-presents them "faultless
before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy." And He is well
satisfied with His purchase, He "loved the Church, and gave Himself
for her "-not it-the pronoun is in the feminine gender.
" My heart is inditing a good matter "-the good matter the Psalmist
was led to write upon was disclosed to him by experience as well as by
head and heart knowledge. "My heart "-that is the new heart, not
the one he brought into this poor fallen world. This is the heart God
gave to you and to me by regeneration when He placed us among His
believing, sanctified, and accepted people-a people near unto Him.
What a beautiful thing! How blessed it is when the heart longs after
God, longs to be near unto Him. In the person of God's dear Son, the
believer is, for acceptance as near as He. But we have to ask for
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oUl'Selves other things-that we may be near, not only in fact and
in truth, but may be brought into a felt nearness. Having brought His
people near by blood, He brought them near by love, love unquenchable and full of glory. So He keeps His saints near to Him. Life
may have its various changes and disappointments and sorrows, but
the believer in Christ is well provided for in the face of these things.
He can but wait for the manifestation of His nearness. That is what
all of you believers are doing-waiting! We have heard much lately
about waiting, waiting vigilantly, continually, without ceasing. How far
from that coudition we feel! It is our infirmity, and God would have
us weep over it and pray over it. How much of our lives, if rightly
spent, would be spent in godly sorrow. That is described as a lasting
experience. Godly repentance brings forth its fruit, it is not to be
repented of. There will be no repentance in heaven in the glory yonder.
It is only now that the saints have to know repentance. Value the
grace of repentance while you have it, and see you use it, it is no-common
mercy, but among the chief that God gives His needy people. It differs
from what man calls repentance-the sorrow of the world, that brings
forth according to its nature, and is not to be trusted in; it is one of
the chief sins of which we are capable. What sinners we are that our
natural repentance should need repentance! That we should need
heavenly, God-given sorrow and repentance and confessing of sin and
true following hard after Christ in His dear footsteps. What manner
of men ought we not to be? it is asked in God's Sacred Scripture.
God raised up His servant, this Psalmist, and inspired him to write in
praise of the King of kings. God has not seen fit to give us the name
of this godly man, the writer of the Psalm, it is one of the anonymous
Psalms, but it bears unmistakably its Divine origin, and this is enough
for us-that God wrote it, and placed it amongst the inspired writings.
It speaks in such high tones of Jesus, the King. "My heart is inditing
a good matter," and the margin has another translation, "My heart
boileth," or " bubbleth up." Sometimes the marginal readings come
close to what appears to us inspired, sometimes they are even preferable to the text, but we must leave these deep things-they are too
deep for us to decide upon-in the hands of a truthful God, Who gives
freely and makes perfect His revelation. This inspired writer lays
great stress on the fact that it is his heart which indites this, inspired
by the Holy Ghost, and He used him as an instrument as you move a
pen when you work by its means to convey your thoughts to your
fellow-men. "My heart bubbleth up "-that shows that the PsalIlllSt
was joyfully and greatly affected by the matters of which he wrote.
wrote. Like boiling water, boiling to the overflow, he is unable to
contain himself-he must write the Psalm, the Holy Ghost made it a
holy necessity. How sweet it is when we take up a Psalm to think
" this was written by inspiration: a holy man was moved by the Holy
Ghost and wrote it because he was moved-an irresistible Power used
him." How blessed to think that the Scriptures were written of
necessity. "Holy men of God spake as they were moved by the 'Holy
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Ghost." Therefore you may safely trust Scriptures that are so written.
You need not criticize and wish them otherwise than they are. Be
thankful that you have them, and what is also most marvellous, that
you have such a legacy from God in yOUT own possession and languagebe thankfnl for that. Some of us have a· very high opinion of the
translation we possess from the original languages in which Holy
Scripture was inspired and written. Would God it were more read
and thought upon, not as if it were a secondary matter. And we ought
to tremble when we take the Book in hand to read it to others. Give
those who listen all the sense by voice and emphasis-read reverently.
God will honour His word, and maybe pleased to use it as a matter of
edification to those who hear. We owe it in the first place to God that
He has been pleased to put Himself into the various languages of earth,
suitable to meet the needs of His people in every country and of every
nationality. This Psalmist did not attach any importance to his own
name, he was not inspired to give it, and we ought to be silent if God
is. When God does not definitely commit Himself to a person or
name, we ought to take it as His anonymous word, though it is not so,
because it is always God's word, but anonymous as to the earthly penman. We give God the glory for all the unsigned Scriptures. God
spake when He would, and chose men to write for Him in the human
language, one and another-some were learned, some unlearned,
men. Amos was a fig-gatherer, whom the Lord took in hand and made
a saint, and many others in Scripture we might name who did great
things, and their works remain to this day, and we thank God for
them. This Psalmist was greatly gifted to write this Psalm, he had
an eye to the King of kings Who is the Lord of lords, the whole time he
wrote it. Never could he take his eyes off Him. He was too lovely.
Once you see Jesus by faith you will never forget Him; and you will
never wish to. And when you see Him in the glory, what then 1 That
is what we have been exhorting one another to do, to wait and watch
for that wonderful sight, it may come at any moment. God made the
world in six days-and I am old-fashioned enough to believe that He
did make the world in six literal days. The Bible says it, and by the
grace of God I believe it, and intend to believe it whatever man may
say in his pride and ignorance. Man has no superior knowledge to
what God gave in His holy Book, and moved men to write it. We
believe it on the infallible authority of Jehovah, the Father, Jehovah,
the Son, and J ehovah, the Holy Ghost.
" My tongue is the pen of a ready," or willing, "writer." Think
over these words deeply and you will find a fund of light and truth
appearing in your experience as never before. I find in looking into
my several Bibles that I have used during my ministry that I have not
preached on this text before me, hitherto. And I reproach myself very
much for that-it seems like a gap in my ministry, for this passage is so
inexpressibly sweet to the soul. Now God has forced it on my notice,
how good it is of Him, and to force me to preach on it! Although my
testimony may be weak and powerless, God can bless it to one and
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another, and glorify Himself. God makes His servants willing servants
and here, a ready writer. And, having made him so, He uses him.
And He may choose one and another of you to use you in a way little
dreamt of yet. You may be mourning over neglected duty, and yet it
may be that God has a will to employ you in His service. Think of
this Psalm xlv. I, to keep you in these things.
"My heart bubbleth up "-no rest for it-on such a matter----JlO
great a matter, His truth! That which makes above all things to His
glory and exaltation. Ask Him to give you a deeper knowledge of
this good matter, a truer knowledge of His Word. Seek to love and
adorn and obey "the things" touching the King, more entirely. I
should have liked much more time and ability and strength to enlarge
on this blessed Scripture, God's Word, delivered by God's minister, the
unnamed Psalmist raised up to inscribe these precious passages regarding the excellency of the King of kings and also of His consort, the
queen. " Upon Thy right hand did stand the queen in gold of Ophir "
(v. 9)-the choicest gold, the most precious that the mines of earth
ever produced, and therefore likened to it for preciousness in the eyes
of her Lord and Master. How He loves her! And she is appointed a
place in this Psalm which so celebrates His perfection and glory. And
she is at His side, the place of honour! The perfect, eternal righteousness of Christ is her adorning, and by imputation that is hers evermore.
The Lord is coming soon with all His saints, and to be admired in them
that believe. God takes no time in the execution of His purposes when
time is past. It is only while time lasts that God takes time in connection with His purposes. Seek grace to be ready, always ready. The.
night is far spent, the Day is at hand. The day of the Lorq is the day
of His church's glory, her resurrection. When all is ready, in a moment,
by His will expressed, aud it is all over! Be ready. . I repeat-Be
ready.

THE TRANSLATION OF ELIJAH.
2 KINGS i., ii.
WE might read these two chapters in connection with this event, though
it is only in the second of them we have it recorded.
Ahaziah, of the house of Omri, and the successor of his father Ahab
on the throne of Israel, appears before us here as in deep apostasy
from the God of Israel. He was sick-and in his sickness he seeks to a
god of the nations; and being withstood because of this by the servant
of the God of Israel, he sends officers to take him.
This was a full expression of apostasy. And, accordingly, his death
is to be read as condign, specific judgment. It was a judicial death,
and so was that of his captains and their fifties, who had entered into
the spirit of their master, and were the representatives and executors
of his iniquity.
This was all in righteousness. The king of Israel had perfected sin,
and judgment was executed upon him.
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In Luke ix. this is referred to. When the Lord Jesus was refused
entrance into a Samaritan village, His disciples would fain have acted
the part of Elijah upon Ahaziah's captains, but the Lord forbad them.
They did not know what spirit they were of; that is, they did not discern the time; they did not understand the Lord and His business in
this world. They mistook the dispensation, and would have treated
it as a time of judgment. It was in intelligence-in that light which
distinguishes things that differ-that they were wanting. Their
affections were right; their purpose and design will be answered in due
season, when the day of vengeance comes. So that it was not in
affection that they erred, but in dispensational knowledge; and thus,
in true holiness, or in the holiness of the truth. Their Lord had come
to save, not to kill. He was here among men to bless them, not to
judge them.
This is important, for it tells us, as many other witnesses do, that
true holiness is conduct according to light or truth, according to the
way and place of God at the given time. "Everything is beautiful in
its season." That which is holy in Divine seasonableness, is unholy
when found elsewhere.
This may surely instruct us'; but the scene in chapter i. has but little
relief in it. We are in the next place, however, introduced to a very
different thing. (Chap. ii.)
We are encouraged to enter upon it with the brightest expectations,
being set on the eve of the translation of Elijah: for the time, we are
told, had come" when the Lord would take up Elijah to heaven by a
whirlwind." But there is much incidental instruction here.
At an earlier moment Elisha had forfeited, as I may express it, the
mantle of his master. He had not proved himself to be fully up to the
possession of it ,; his heart had not been thoroughly single, and from
that moment to the time of this chapter we had not seen him in company with his master. (See 1 Kings xix. 19--21.) This subjects him
to a fresh proof; and Elijah himself, and the sons of the prophets, are
made the instruments for conducting the process under the hand of
God.
Elijah tells him again and again to go back, as he himself was pursuing
the stages of his journey from Gilgal to the eastern side of the Jordan.
And the sons of the prophets, whether at Bethel or at Jericho, come
forth again and again to exercise his spirit, and try the earnestness and
stability of his faith, by casting a shadow across his path, and thus
bring his soul into perplexity and doubt.
This is a common case. The Lord, at times, with some of His
choicest servants, will enter upon severe processes of purifying. He
purges the vessels of His house, that they may be fitted for the Master's
use. And in doing this He will use different instruments, as He pleases,
in His wisdom. It may be the direct action of His own Word and
Spirit; it may be more immediately through His saints, or through
the people of the world. Here He exercises Elisha by the word of
Elijah-His own word, I may say, expressed through His prophet. He
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will prove, after this manner, by the patient, successive stages of a long

journey, whether Elisha's heart were indeed now freed (as once it had
not been), from the entanglements of mere human influences, from the
honey of home and kindred associations. And He also allows him to
be exercised by the ways of those who were not in his elevation, a
generation of saints who were not standing in the light ant! certainty
of his own spirit, and who, therefore, by their communications, were
well fitted to cast a shadow across his path, or introduce some perplexity into his soul. But he stands these tests, and pursues his way,
in full and close company with his master, the prophet of God, who was
about to be translated to heaven. He has his answers ready, whether
for Elijah or for the sons of the prophets; and we find him calm,
decided, patient, undistracted all along the way from Gilgal to Bethel,
from Bethel to Jericho, from Jericho to Jordan, and then across the
river, to wherever, in short (for he knew not the way any more than
Abraham of old), Elijah, that is, the hand of God, the God of glory,
might be pleased to call him or to -draw him.
Surely this was recovery. There was no longer a going back to kiss
father or mother, but a single heart that made the Lord and His presence
its place, the Lord and His pleasure its busineBB.
The sons of the prophets at length retire. They stand to view afar
off, while Elijah, with a stroke of his mantle, divides the waters of
Jordan, making a passage for himself (and for Elisha, too, if he should
have courage to follow on in such a wondrous, perilous path) to cross
the river. And he does so. Then Elijah himself also closes the severe
and heated trial through which he had been putting his friend and
minister. For when they together reach the opposite side of the river,
he says to Elisha, " Ask what I shall do for thee, before I be taken away
from thee." For every testing time shall end-every process for purging shall have its measure. Men's iniquities against the Lord shall
close in the judgment of righteousness; God's discipline of His saints
shall close in the possession of glory. Elijah yields; and Elisha has to
write his own story for the future. "Ask what I shall do for thee,
before I be taken away from thee."
This reminds me of Solomon in 2 Chron. i.; for after he had approved
himself as taking his throne in right spirit, God appears to him and says
to him, " Ask what I shall give thee." And Elisha's answer to Elijah
is as Solomon's answer to God. Solomon does not ask for the life of his
enemies, nor for riches and honours for himself, but for wisdom to
execute the service appointed him over the Lord's people. So Elisha
here simply replies to Elijah, "Let a double portion of thy spirit be
upon me. u
This was beautiful. This was aiming high; this was proposing
great things; this was asking as for the right hand and the left hand
place in the kingdom. "Are ye able to drink of My cup and to be baptized with the baptism wherewith I am baptized? " we might say, would
be the spirit of the answer. And Elijah accordingly says to him,
" Thou hast asked a hard thing; nevertheless, if thou see me, when I
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am taken from thee, it shall be so unto thee; but if not, it shall not be
so. "
The single eye is the secret of pure spiritual energy. "If thine eye
be single, thy whole body shall be full of light." These were the terms
then,-and these are the terms now. It is not a question of life, but of
strength in the Spirit. Elisha must stand it-and through grace he
does. They still go on together, he and Elijah; and as they walk,
they talk. But all the time the eyes of Elisha were open. His heart
was upon the word of his master. He had hid the promise there; and
though he may be still passing on, there is no distraction, and so with
us it ought to be. We may take up one circumstance after another,
and converse with them too, like Elisha here; but what is the heart
affecting, where is the eye directed 1 Is it like this dear man's, in the
right place 1 The walk and the talk, the circumstances of the journey,
had not disturbed his spirit, nor diverted his eye; so that at the
moment when the horses and chariot appeared, and Elijah was about
to be carried up to heaven, Elisha's eye was upon them. He saw his
ascending master, and got the mantle.
This is certainly beautiful-to be. walking and talking still, still
occupied with the circumstances around us, but all the time the eye
kept towards the object which God had proposed to it. It is like
Abraham again, whose· ear was so attempered to the voice of the
Lord, that the moment that voice called him, he had only to say,
" Here am I."
Elisha at once used what he so prized. He took up the mantle of his
master, and with it, after the manner of his master, divided the waters
of the Jordan, and returned to Jericho. Here, however, I would pause
to notice a matter. It is in the name of the Lord God of his ascended
master, and not in that master's own name, that Elisha does this. This
is so; but this is not so in the case of the Apostles and their ascended
master. Peter preaches that it was his ascended Lord Who had sent
down the Spirit; that it was His name which carried salvation with it ;
that it was in His name in which sinners were to be baptized for the
remission of sins; that it was His name which had made the lame man
to walk (Acts ii.-v.). The name of Jesus of Nazareth is to them what
the name, not of Elijah, but of the Lord God of Elijah, was to Elisha.
And further. The ascending Lord needed not a convoy, as did the
prophet. He Who had, afore His death, said of Himself and of His
body, "Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up," now,
after His resurrection, "not needing (as another has expressed it) the
cleansing of that fiery baptism, nor requiring a commissioned chariot
to bear Him up, did, in the far sublimer calmness of His own indwelling
power, rise from the earth, and with His human body pass into the
heavenly places."
This is so; and this way of distinguishing the Lord Jesus is to be
seen elsewhere. As when Joshua commands the sun and the moon to
stand till, much is made of it, and that day is declared to have had
none like it; but when the Lord Jesus did like things, things which
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showed His sovereignty over the forces and the course of nature, it is
treated as no wonder at all (Josh. x.). But then, as to the great fact
of this chapter (the translation of Elijah), it has, I believe, its own
place character. In my sight (may I so speak 1) it stands in company
with- the translation of Enoch in patriarchal days, and with the death
and burial of Moses on Mount Pisgah, in the stricter days of Israel and
the law. It took place in the later times of the prophets, as we know.
In the progress of other ages or dispensations, earlier times and
seasons, times of the fathers, of Moses and the prophets, it has been the
way of the wisdom of God to give forth certain notices of His future
purposes. The coming kingdom, when the Son of Man shall take His
lordship, and the Son of David His throne, has been the subject not
only of prophecy, but of types and shadows. There have been historic
pledges of it, and the faint foreshadowing of it in certain distinguished
eras in the course of Old Testament times. But so also as to the deeper
mysteries of the call of the Gentiles and of the heavenly calling, yea,
indeed, of the mystery of the Church. And so, too, of the glorified
" children of the resurrection." And I read the story of Enoch in the
days of Genesis; the story of Moses with the Lord on Mount Pisgah ;
and this story of the translation of Elijah in the later days of the
prophets, as witnessing that mystery in three distinct successive eras in
the Old Testament times. Moses and Elijah, as we know, appear in
glory on the Mount of Transfiguration. The shadowy pledges which
God gave by them of old were then, in the days of the Gospel, redeemed
and Bubstantiated. Moses represents the dead and risen portion of the
glorified saints; Enoch and Elijah those who shall still be alive, and
those translated in the day of 1 Cor. xv., or at " the coming of Christ."
This has its deep interest for us.
Soon after this, the sons of the prophets betray the low, uncertain
state of their souls. They are saints, but not in Elisha's elevation;
and they propose to search for his master, though they reverently
acknowledge him. They, as it were, go to the empty sepulchre, and
have to return rebuked and confounded. "Why seek ye the living
among the dead 1" Why search on the mountain or in the valleys for
one that has gone to heaven 1 But the grace that is to be seen (and
some of us have good reason to appreciate it) in thus delineating various
measures and different elevations among the people of God, may be
deeply and thankfully owned by us. "Some thirty, some sixty, some
a hundredfold."
The lessons of this Scripture are surely various, and each of them
healthful for the soul. "Thy testimonies are wonderful.: therefore
doth my soul keep them. The entrance of Thy words giveth light; it
giveth understanding unto the simple."
(From" MISCELLANEOUS PAPERS.")
CHRIST is " God manifest." He is the Word, God heard; the Light
God seen; the Life, God feU.-Wolle.
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NOTES ON THE CLIFTON CONFERENCE.

ONCE more the Lord's people have had the joy of meeting at the Clifton
Conference under the presidency of the Rev. J. Ormiston, of whom,
as the Rev. W. T. Turpin remarked, it might be truly said, "Out of
weakness made strong "-his frail health having been buoyed and
strengthened by the gathering together of kindred souls and the good
hand of his God upon him. One could leel the atmosphere of love
and consideration throughout. Two years have elapsed since the last
Conference, and in the meantime there are several gaps in the ranks
of the Church below, but a swelling of the multitude above in the
Church triumphant. The loved ones have been called to "come up
higher" to join the ever-increasing chorus of praise round the throne
.
in glory.
The subject of the Conference this year was one very dear to our
hearts: "The Personal Appearing of Christ, firstly as predicted in the
Word, and secondly as realized in the promised Advent glory."
The first day was devoted to the consideration of the first part-a
subject truly exalted, and well befitting the forty-ninth Clifton Conference, now entering its jubilee year. It may be that its jubilee year will
be celebrated wi1h Him, and that we may all know by most blessed
realization the personal appearing of our beloved Saviour with His
saints, and of having been caught up together with them to be for
ever with Him, seeing Him as He is, and being perfectly conformed to
His image; for we shall be like Him when we see Him as He is.
The Conference subject was one which might easily have been
carried on as a contentious debate, but the Holy Spirit was the controller, therefore all was happily most harmonious. Many believe in
the promised coming being very near indeed, and those who do not
share this view admit the possibility of it. All agree in one opinionan opinion which is likewise held by Jew and Gentile, the Church and
the world, that some great crisis is near, very near at hand. Thus
looking forward to the blessed hope, the appearing of our Saviour, we
met with a joyous expectancy of glad tidings and bright encouragement. I am sure the Lord looked down and hearkened and noted the
longings of His dear people and their loving endeavour to read the
signs of His speedy coming. As one sweetly wrote, that storms and
all distress" do but drive us to His breast," so the knowledge of the
momentous struggles and the gathering forces of evil do but assure us
that the time is short, and cause us to look up and lift up our heads,
for our redemption draweth nigh. To us these things are not terrifying,
but are full of hope and glad anticipation.
And so on this bright October morning-bright with the shining of
the natural sun, and bright with the shining of the Sun of Righteousness
upon His people gathered together to speak and to hear of Him-with
a large attendance the forty-ninth Clifton Conference was opened by
the Rev. J. Ormiston. He remarked that we were unitedly trusting
for great and many and blessed things from a faithful promising and

•

The Gospel Magazine

669

performing God. After a few moments of silent prayer, we joined
in the first hymn in the special Conference hymn-book: " Spirit,
hush these restless hearts," after which Mr. Ormiston read the Conference Psalm, as we have now become accustomed to regard it from its
having been read at so many Clifton Conferences, Psalm cxxxiii.,
which, as Mr. Ormiston remarked, is still" as sweet as ever."
Colonel Savile offered prayer, and the Convener gave a brief address
of welcome, closing with a reference to the promise, "I will see you
again "-a promise laid 'upon our hearts. What a sight that will be !
"We will wait." Mr. Ormiston said, "That is my loving word to
God's dear people; wait upon the Lord, and wait for the Lord, and
you shall not wait in vain."
Then the Rev. W. T. Turpin, Incumbent of Emmanuel Church, Eastbourne, followed· with a deeply interesting address which went to the
hearts of all his hearers. He referred to St. John xiv. 3: "If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto Myself ;
that where I am, there ye may be also"; also to chap. xvii. 24: "Father,
I will "-11. very strong word equivalent to " I demand," a word which
only Jesus could use, showing the strong bent of His heart and purpose" Father I will, that they also, whom Thou hast given Me, be with
Me where I am; that they may behold My glory." Mr. Turpin spoke
of three great central points which have been prominently brought out
more especially during the last sixty or seventy years. First, the
finished atoning work of our Lord J esns Christ, His resurrection the
Divine testimony, and His ascension the expression of the Father's
delight. Secondly, the advent and indwelling of the Comforter; and,
thirdly, the blessed hope of the Personal coming again of our Saviour.
The epistles to the Thessalonians were among the earliest of the apostolic writings, A.D. 61, and St. Paul dwelt upon the Lord coming for
His dear people, and His coming with them-the appearing of our
Lord J esns Christ for His own, and secondly with His own. The expectation is for the Person Who has won our hearts. When He comes,
what? Himself. Mr. Turpin asked us to read 1 Thess. iv. 13, 14:
" But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them
which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no
hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them
also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him." Then omit verses
15-18, which are in parenthesis, and go on to 11. 1 of chap v: "But of
the times' and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write unto
you:" The Thessalonians were evidently mourning loved ones, not
thinking they had perished, but that they \vould be in an inferior position when Christ came. This idea Paul dispels. It is double glory;
" 1 am the Resurrection and the Life." Mr. Tnrpin spoke of seeing the
Morning Star, and recalling the words" I am the bright and morning
star," said the word " and" should be dropped out, revealing the true
rendering, " I am the bright Morning Star." He closed with some very
beautiful verses on the Morning Star, written nearly two hundred years
ago by Tersteegen.
.
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After singing Hymn 2, " 0, thou chosen Church of Jesus, glorious,
blessed, and secure," the Rev. F. Peacock, Vicar <if Christ Church,
Helme, Huddersfield, commenced his bright and thoughtful address,
beginning with a brief prayer. He quoted some sweet passages from
Baxter's "The Saints' Everlasting Rest," showing the happiness of
heavenly·mindedness, the believer's heart fixed on heavenly things
whereby, absorbed as it is in holy contemplation, earthly trials and
sorrows grow less. He referred to 2 Cor. iii. 18: "We all, with open
face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the
same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord." - In
a word: beholding, we become like Him. Mr. Peacock pressed
strongly the fact of the Personal coming and Personal appearing, the
great object of the blessed hope being Himself. We hope to see Him;
we hope to be like Him; we hope to be with Him in glory. There are
over three hundred references in the Scriptures to this hope of the
Christian. He related how on one occasion after giving an address he
was told it was incomplete, because although he had directed his
hearers to look to Jesus he had omitted to tell them to keep looking,
looking for His coming. And this is the great omission now-failing
to emphasize the coming Saviour. We are living in the interval
between two appearings; the appearing of the Saviour in the flesh, and
His appearing as the Lord. "I will come again." He never lies, and
in these troubled dangerous times, these most critical times, our hearts
long for His coming. "This same Jesus" shall come. Not a convoy
of angels or archangels, but this same Jesus Himself. "Comfort one
another with these words "-this blessed hope.
After requests for prayer had been read and followed by prayer by
the Rev. J. M. Sangar, the subject of the Conference was continued by
Mr. John Wood, of London. (Hon. Secretary of the Evangelization
Society). After referring to the happiness of being a saved, justified,
redeemed, sanctified people, owned by the Lord Himself, and to the
bright prospect also of His coming again soon, Mr. Wood spoke of
seven judgments to be found in the Scriptures; and then, after pointing to several prophetical passages in the Psalms, Isaiah, Jeremiah,
Daniel, and Zechariah, referring to the Jews, he spoke of the words of
Christ, "Behold, I come quickly," and pointed out that they were
addressed to the Church of Philadelphia; and careful students of God's
Word, whether on historic or futurist lines, are practically agreed that
we are in the Philadelphian period, and rapidly going into the Laodicean
period, and therefore close to the end of the present dispensation, with
the times of the Gentiles rapidly running out. J'ilr. Wood brought
several remarkable facts to bear upon the signs of the times, and
referred to the united prayer during the following week for the speedy
coming of the Lord evincing the preparation of the heart by the Lord.
After Hymn 4, " Come, Lord, and tarry not," the meeting was closed
with the benediction, pronounced by the Rev. J. Ormiston.
The Conference was resumed in the evening with singing" Sweet the
words of lovingkindness." The Rev. J. Ormiston read Ps. xxiii., the
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Rev. J. M. Sangar offered prayer, and after the hymn, "Lord, how
tender is Thy mercy," Mr. F. Bickford Heard, of Lewes, spoke. He said
there is no more glorious theme than the coming of the Saviour. With
St. Paul, St. John, and St. Peter we can say it is joy unspeakable, and
whilst meditating on the subject let us forget details upon which men
differ, lest we miss the glory of the fact. Mter the fall of man was the
promise of the Seed of the woman bruising the serpent's head, and that
is .just what Jesus is doing now-bruising the serpent's head. After
man fell, God graciously gave him the Covenant of salvation. The
crushing of the serpent has been carried on ever since. The days are
growing darker, the truth of God is shunned, but the Lord will make
all enemies of Christ His footstool. When His time has arrived He
will overturn, overturn, overturn Satan and all his works. When
God's ministers tamper with the doctrines of Christ, spiritual apostasy
begins. Mr. Bickford Heard dwelt on St. John xvii. 24 and Jude 24.
Our bodies are to be made like His body. He is able-able to subdue
all things to Himself.
After singing, " 0 Christ, what burdens bowed Thy .head!" Mr.
J. E. Hazelton, Secretary of Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society, addressed
us, remarking upon Jesus' suffering before His triumph,and His mystical
Body filling up that which is behind of the afllictions of Christ. We
must -suffer with Him if we are to reign with Him. We know not the
date of His coming again, yet the signs of the times point to the speedy
coming of Christ. Enoch, the seventh from Adam, the prophets, the
apostles, all testified of His coming. "God hath spoken by the mouth
of all His holy prophets." Simeon and Anna waited for the consolation
of Israel in the first advent; we in the twentieth century are looking
for the consolation of Israel in the second advent, looking for " this
same Jesus," a living Saviour. As the disciples returned to Jerusalem
with great joy~ so we shall see Him with great joy. His departing
words were words of blessing, and He will likewise come again, with
hands and heart full of blessing. The same Jesus Who died and was
buried, the same Jesus 'Vho was wounded for our transgressions and
bruised for our iniquities, will come as the Saviour and Healer of the
broken-hearted. The signs of His approach are accumulating, and we
are cheered by His words, " When these things begin to come to pass,
look up and lift up your heads, for your redemption draweth nigh."
Our souls long for His coming because of the resurrection of the loved,
because of sin at an end, because of His treasure being manifested, and
because of seeing Himself and being for ever with Him. Everyone
here is a debtor to sovereign grace, but there is more grace to come.
After singing, " What was it washed my sins away? " Baron Porcelli
read a thoughtful and forcible address on the second coming of Christ
as portrayed in Scripture, and the first and second resurrections and
judgments so specially delineated in the Book of the Revelation. After
the hymn, "Afresh I praise Thee for Thine ever new and blessed
Word," the Rev. J. Ormiston pronounced the benediction and closed
the meeting.

•

672

The Gospel Magazine

The Conference was resumed the following morning, when the subject
was, "The appearing of Christ as realized in the promised Advent
glory." The opening hymn was again, "Spirit, hush these restless
hearts." The Rev. J. Ormiston read Ps. cxx.xiii., commenting a little
as he read, and after prayer the Rev. T. Houghton (Incumbent of
Kensington Chapel, Bath) gave the opening address. He spoke of our
hope of the coming Lord and Saviour, and quoted a passage from the
Convener's circular address: "His love is moreover pledged to us, and
that as a living bond will enable us to anticipate the fulness of the
coming bliss. Oh! what will it be to be there in the heavenly glory,
with Him Whom our souls supremely love, and see Him face to face for
evermore!" Oh! dear friends, "Oft are its glories confessed, but
what must it be to be there." He enumerated the various opinions
held as to the coming; some believe the Lord's coming will be before
the millennium, and some that it will take place after; some believe
the millennium has taken place already, and some that it is yet to
come; some think the Lord may come any moment, and some that
certain events must first take place to indicate His coming; yet all
believe He will come and it will be well to point out some of the facts
we know from Scripture will take place at His coming. The resurrection will be at His coming. This is shown in 1 Cor. xv. 20-23: "We
shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed." What a grand reunion
it will be-prophets, apostles, martyrs. Those we have loved on earth
and those of the Lord's family we have not seen, all caught up together.
Mr. Houghton related how, when he was in Birmingham a short time
since, a lady told him of her husband when dying saying to her, " We
shall be caught up together." It had been such a great comfort to her.
Then at His coming we shall realize the ioy of seeing Him. The first
glimpse of Him will fill the heart with joy. Even now, though not
having Him, we love Him and rejoice with joy unspeakable; what then
when we do see Him 1
And then when we see Him we shall be like Him, seeing Him as He
is. "In my flesh shall I see God"; "I shall behold Thy face" ;
"I shall be satisfied when I awake with Thy likeness." It will be
permanent satisfaction. We cannot realize it; we talk about it, we
think about it, we read about it, but we caIinot realize all comprised in
that being caught up to Him. Again, we shall realize the blessing
of His welcome, .the welcome of the Lord Himself. Finally, we shall
be filled with fulness of joy in Himself; free from sorrow and suffering,
made like Him; free not only from the punishment of sin but free
from the very presence of sin. He will be glorified in His saints and
admired in all them that believe.
"Oh. then what raptured greetings,
On Canaan's happy shore I
What knitting severed friendships up
Where partings are no more I"

We shall exclaim, "Lo, this is our God; we have waited for Him, and
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He will save us; this is the Lord; we have waited for Him,. we will be
glad and rej oice in His salvation."
The Rev. Trevor Fielder, Vicar of St. Luke's, Bedminster, followed.
He remarked upon the spirit abroad now in the churches of sinking
differences, as they expressed it, until one's own special difference is
altogether ignored for the sake of unity-union. At the same time
there is also essential union and unity amongst spiritually-minded
Christians.' Without Christ there is no true union; the so-called body
would be a headless trunk. But there is essential unity when the
Head is there, and the love of the Lord Jesus binding together. It is
evident the Lord's coming draweth nigh. Even in the secular press,
the fear is expressed of a momentous crisis in the near future. The
call to Christians is, " Lift up your heads, for your redemption draweth
nigh." He believed the Lord's coming is very near indeed. May we
not be ashamed before Him at His coming. Real faith will produce good
works, for" the love of Christ constraineth us." We do not commemorate in the Lord's Supper the change into the Real Presence, for we
know His living Presence is with us.
After prayer by the Rev. H. Martin, the Rev. F. Sumner, Vicar of
St. Bartholomew's, Bristol, took up the subject. He dwelt upon the
attitude of waiting and expectation. Christ will come again in exaltation. The first advent was in humiliation. He will come also in
beauty: "Thine eyes shall see the King in His beauty." The Psalmist
prays, " Let the beauty of the Lord be upon us," and we too shall have
His beauty. Again, His personal coming. "This same Jesus." We
shall know Him by His wounded hands and feet and side. He Himself
too shall see of the travail of His soul and shall be satisfied. In earthly
matters what a glow of satisfaction to a poet or painter or architect or
designer as he contemplates the result of his laboUl's; but nothing to
the satisfaction of our Lord. Christ satisfied, God satisfied, you and I
satisfied.
The Rev. S. Alford, Vicar of St. Andrew-the-Less, Clifton, followed.
He spoke of the coming international intercession for the Lord's speedy
advent, and remarked there are many instances of blessings granted
when He puts it into the hearts of His people to pray. His first coming
was for sin; His second coming will be for glory, without sin unto
salvation. " I will see you again." The times of the Gentiles are fast
running out, and" He that shall come will come and will not tarry."
The kingdom of grace shall merge into the kingdom of glory. Jesus
Christ was a Person, and the inspired Prophet of the Father. He was
Priest and Victim, and in the interval between His first and second
coming He is Mediator. Have you noticed how often He is typified
in the Old Testament as the Lamb! And the same type is used through
the New Testament also-the Lamb of God. He is in this as in all
else" Jesus Christ, the same yesterday and to-day and for ever." Mr.
Alford concluded with a touching anecdote of a little girl whose mother
having been taken ill, was sent away from home. The mother died,
and when the little girl returned home, not knowing her mother had
43
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been taken, she went from room to room looking everywhere, saying.
" Where is mother 1 I want mother; I want to see mother." She
did not think of the home, but of the loved mother. So when we enter
our Home above, it will not be the glory and beauty and all-prevailing
splendour which we shall look at, but Himself. It will be all Himself.
The Rev. J_ Ormiston closed the meeting with the benediction.
In the evening the Conference reassembled, and after singing, "0
thou chosen Church of Jesus, glorious, blessed, and secure," the Convener read Ps. xxiii., commenting very sweetly as he read. Another
hymn, " Precious thought! My Father knoweth," was sung, and after
a prayer the Rev. H. Martin, Vicar of Crookes, Sheffield, addressed us.
He said one fact the Conference had brought out was that we could not
accelerate or retard the clock of time, and another benefit was that
hope had been strengthened by the contemplation of the Lord's return.
Hope is the anchor which strengthens. The purport of the hope has
been set before us. He emphasized very strongly the Personality of
the Lord's coming, and remarked that when Christians meet the word
" He" is quite enough. They all know Who is meant without mentioning any name, and the expression" gathering together unto Him "
is understood. We know Who " Him" is. An old lady, well versed
in her Bible, was taken ill, and during her illness lost memory of everything except one passage, "I know Whom I have believed, and am
persuaded that He is able to keep that which I have committed unto
Him." Then even that passage was taken from her, and when she was
dying they could hear her whispering just the one word" Him," but
all knew Whom she meant. The expression, "was taken away"
conveys in the original the idea of being taken by force. He so loved
His disciples that He could not leave them, although He knew the
Col)lforter would come, and so He was taun away; and this same Jesus
will with outstretched arms of joy return for His beloved.
After prayer from the Rev. F. Peacock, Mr. J. L. Stau!ey, of Bristol,
spoke, and alluded to the hope of the believer. The world says,
" While I live I hope"; the believer, " While I die I hope." It is an
ever-living hope_ He spoke of progressive revelation and progressive
interpretation, which are quite different from progressive theology.
Progressive interpretation conveys the thought that there were truths
revealed in the Scriptures which Christians in early days were unable
to unravel and understand, but the course of events fulfilled and
explained to Christians of later days. They read of signs in the sun,
moon, and stars-not in an astronomical way, but symbolical of
earthly powers, as for instance in Joseph's dream. There is now
inability of earthly powers to control and to deal with social unrest.
The position of the Jews, too, is very significant. The great object ef
our hope is the coming. . What a glorious thought that we shall see
Him-not a vision, but the Apostle John says, "We shall see Him as
He is." We are destined to be conformed to His image, fashioned like
unto His glorious Body.
After singing, "Yes, we part, but not for ever," the Rev. J. i\L
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Sangar, Rector of Elworthy, Somerset, gave the closing address, which
was a very sweet one. He said the day of meeting will be the day of
the manifestation of tl:te sons of God: They will be manifested as the
prize of the Son of God, His special treasnre, the objects of His love
and redemption. The marriage of the Lamb will take place, the Bride
having made herself ready; not by merit, bnt as in the sense of working
ont salvation already her own. She will have the robe of His rigl:tteousness which is impnted to her from all eternity. We shall not only see
Him, but we shall be with Him. These are the words of the Lord Jesus
Christ. "Father, I will that they also, whom Thon hast given Me, be
with Me where I am." And again: "I will come again, and receive
you unto Myself; that where I am, there ye may be also." And the
Apostle Paul: "So shall we ever be with the Lord." There will be not
only perfect bliss and perfect confidence, but perfect likeness also. We
shall be not simply glorified, but He will be glorified in His saints, and
positively admired in them. While here we shall find the old Adam
lasting in us; the longer we live the more we shall find that in us
dwelleth no good thing. But when He comes, we shall be like Him·
self-sinless and glorious. May God's children be established and
built up in the patient waiting for Christ. May they be full of hope,
the blessed hope of His speedy coming.
After a parting address from the Rev. J. Ormiston, in which he
spoke lovingly of those who had assisted him, and of the harmony
prevalent, the last hymn was sung: "God be with you till we meet
again," and the Convener pronounced the benediction at the close.
References were made several times to the illness of 1I'1:r. G. F. Bergin,
Director of the Miiller Orphan Homes, who has often spoken at the
Clifton Conferences. Prayer was offered for him. God took him
Home the following week to be with Him where He is. The Rev. W.
T. Tnrpin preached an able sermon at the Co=union Service the
following evening at St. Mary·le-Port Chnrch, on PhiL iii. 20, 21. Thus
the forty-ninth Clifton Conference closed with the sweet memorial
NETTlE.
feast. "Till He come."
RECOLLECTIONS OF THE CLIFTON CONFERENCE.
" Observe these things."-PSALM cvii. 43.
" WHAT was yonr impression of the Clifton Conference 1 "I inquired
of an eminent servant of Jesus Christ, who replied, putting it, so to
speak, in a nutshell: " It was a series of blessed meetings, and a conscious sense of the presence of the Holy Spirit." To which my heart
readily responded, and I think that would be the felt experience of
all the Lord's dear children who were privileged to attend. Others
wonld tell how wondronsly the Lord had anticipated their desire, and,
by one of the sweet snrprises with which onr Jehovah-jireh loves to
indulge His children, how the way had been made plain, and obstacles
removed, so that it was possible for them to attend. This was specially
marked in the case of several beloved invalids and prisoners of the
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Lord, who are deprived of the constant means of grace. To another
dear child of God the way was opened up for her to attend for the first
time a Clifton Conference, and to shake hands with the beloved Convener
whose name was so familiar to her and her family through the pages
of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. Then, what a sacred season it provedhow abundantly beyond their expectations, and how had their God
overruled all their fears of inability through indisposition, and given
those dear friends from the north their long-looked for desire to bring
with them those who should share this Gospel feast of good things!
How did they rejoice in hearing the choice addresses and in meeting
with the Lord's dear people, "now no more strangers but fellowcitizens of the honsehold of faith." Hearts were very full and lips
were unsealed to speak freely of " His loving-kindness, oh! how great."
One dear aged servant of the Lord, who was deeply exercised as to
what to speak from, and increasingly so as the days went on and he
heard much of the ground traversed by other speakers, told me how
he walked up and down past the Victoria Rooms, imploring the Lord
on that last evening to give him a message and the right words to utter.
But all seemed silence, and in an agony of soul he sat upon the platform,
awaiting ,his turn to rise, all the time inwardly crying unto his God
not to forsake him. No sooner had he stood up to speak and uttered
his opening remark, -'< The day of the personal appearing of the Lord
Jesus' will be the day of the manifestation of the sons of God," than
such a flood of spiritual matter was poured into his soul, and such
liberty granted him, that he spoke at, some length upon the subject,
utterly apart from anything he had previously intended, and we who
heard could testify to the preciousness of the truths set forth by the
lips of him who had been in' such fear of being set fast and sealed!
Some have found this Conference "the best Conference they have
ever attended." All felt grateful for the faithful testimony of which
there was no lack, and for the gracious withholding of any speculative
views on so large and obscure a subject. Each dear servant of God
present was by the Holy Spirit's anointing kept graciously desirous
of exalting the Person of a precious Christ, and thus the ground of
prophecy was trodden carefully and scripturally.
" How solemn it is! Oh, to be ready experimentally as judicially,"
wrote a beloved friend before his arrival, and whose solemn weighty
and yet joyous words upon ", that blessed hope and the glorious appearing," which are so dominant in his heart and mind, abide with us. It
was an encouraging coincidence that" in a lonely tea-room in Bristol,"
ere he reluctantly left our gatherings behind, "a gentleman came up
to me and said how much he had enjoyed the morning meeting,"
wrote this beloved friend from London afterwards.
One of those who addressed us claimed this to be the twelfth year
of his attending these Conferences, and in looking back over the Reports
of those years he counted no fewer than nineteen names of speakers
whose voices are no longer heard among us. They are where" they
rest not day and nig4t, singing, Worthy is the Lamb," amid the Church
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tTiumphant. And we, too, among the body of worshippers, how
many a familiar face and form did we miss! What hallowed associations th.ronged OUT memories of one and another who had borne us
sweet company, whose pt'aises had mingled with ours, and who had
meditated and communed with us by the way-names never to be
forgotten by us on earth, which are "graven on the white .stone in
Immanuel's Land." It was a lovely meeting and greeting of the
friends in God. One in the Living Head-party and sect unknown,
and the loving hand of fellowship uniting us in one desire to glorify
their Lord and ours. The addresses blended; the speakers were
lovingly fulfilling the Word, and in honour preferring one another.
Thus in the afternoon, a chnrchman recommending the society he
represented, and a dissenter advocating his, met on the ground of
" brotherly love" and Holy Scripture; as the one said of his brother
speaker,whilst the Evangelization Society followed the Divine command,
" Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature,"
the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society also obeyed the word, " Do good
unto all men, but especially to those who are of the household of faith; "
and so they met as of one heart desiring to promote the glory of God.
The spirit of brotherly love was very marked, and a sweet and sacred
recognizing of the Divine presence hallowed all the days' proceedings.
Nothing of excitement, no new theories, no speculative teaching, no
extravagant views of prophecy advanced, but just the attitUde of
believers consistently walking and 'waiting for the manifestation of
the sons of God. Tenderly, most tenderly, did the love in Christ Jesus
go out from all hearts to the beloved Convener in all his felt and visible
weakness. Of him we might truly have said, "In labours more
abundant than they all." Such a large effort in his weak and crippled
state, and yet how eminently had the Holy Spirit upheld, guided,
sustained, and carried him through. It was one of the "Lord's
doings," and "marvellous in our eyes," rebuking our faithlessness
and confounding our sinful fears. How glad he was at the gracious
permitting of his Heavenly Father, after two years' waiting, to indulge
him with yet another Conference, and how we as fellow-believers
joyed in his joy, "thanked God, and took courage." It is like our
God to grant us to delight in Him that we may receive the desires of
our heart. Thus another happy, happy Conference is added now to
the many past. Friends have come and gone, scattered to their own
homes. May they have carried with them sweet portions for others.
But we cannot close this brief review without alluding to the many
dear friends who were unable to share our privileges. They, if not
sharers, were helpers of our joy. How encouraging it was to receive
from such, orders for the Heport, or gifts of money towards the expenses, and better still, to be assured that from all parts prayer was
ascending on behalf of the beloved and revered Convener and his
chosen speakers. I quote some words out of many: "I have been
asking the dear Lord to graciously give you strength for it and to keep
you from cold. I have been with you in spirit all the time, and just
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praying for a great outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon speakers and
hearers, that when it is over, the overflow may be felt by many in
the different places where the dear servants of God preach."
May we go in the strength of tQis gathered meat, you and I, beloved
reader, many days. May our posture be that of "waiting for His
Son from heaven"; and may our conversation be " in heaven; from
whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: Who
shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto His
glorious body, according to the working whereby He is able even to
subdue all things anto Himself."
Till He come!
R.

FINDING POWER AND HIDING LOVE.
"0 arm of the Lord . . . art Thou not it . . . that hath made the
deptM of the sea a way for the ransomed to pass over?" -ISAIAH li.
9, 10.
THREE things in "the depths of the sea "-" iron," "money"
" sins"! The" iron" was lost (2 Kings vi. 6); the" money"
was found (Matt. xvii. 27); and our "sins" are hidden (Micah
vii. 19; see also J er. 1. 20). Probably most of us can testify how
greatly we have loved from our nursery days the Old Testament story
of the lost axehead. Our childish sympathies went out strongly
to the man because, as he deplored, "it was borrowed," and we
rejoiced when he recovered it again. But as we grow older, that
swimming" iron" is far more full of wonder and comfort and interest
to us. For the power that reproduced that missing tool has become
a felt and a known power in our lives. We know now that all
our so-called possessions and belongings are really only" borrowed"
-they belong to the Lord Who has bought us. They are lent to be
traded with for Him. "Take it up to thee. And he put out his hand
and took it." May we, by faith, put out our hand and" take" our
spiritual privileges, and also realize our responsibilities. That which
is " borrowed" must assuredly be returned. It may at any time be
reclaimed. Our lives are" borrowed"--only lent to us, and may at
any moment be demanded. Our time is "borrowed "-lent moment
by moment, and only a moment at a time. That, too, may suddenly
be called to account on a bed of sickness. Our talents, influence,
love, all are" borrowed "-lent, that we may glorify our Father Which
is in heaven. May He enable us to use everyone in His service!
But the" money" found in the fish's mouth is an even more fascinating subject. Think of all that is underneath and around this incident. Dnder it the Lord's full knowledge and infinite power shine
out distinctly. Around it is grouped a volume! Man's expectation,
man's demands, and man's condemnation! They expected Jesus to
pay tribute. They demanded it from Him as from others. They were
ready to condemn Him if He did not produce it. And He parried all
this by fully though miraculously meeting man's expectations and
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conforming to man's demands, thus leaving him no room to condemn
Him. "Notwithstanding, lest"! Would that we were more apt to
remember and live out these two words in the same spirit as our
Master.
Then the hidden sins! Ab, this quite ontdoes the other two in its
wonderful love and marvellous attraction. Ponder it, beloved fellowbeliever; your sins, my sins, hidden beyond research! They may
be "sought for." but" they shall not be found." Such is the wellnigh overwhelming promise of Ollr God to all who have come unto Him
that they might have life. But have you come? Are you a fellowbeliever, dear reader? or have you only heard these things with the
hearing of your ear, and never received them in the fulness of your
heart? Have you come, seeing yourself as a sinner in His sight,
feeling your need of forgiveness, knowing your utter inability to save
yoursel£ and your equal unfitness for heaven? If not, ask Him now
to give you true penitence for all your sins, to show you yourself, and
to show you your Saviour. Ask that His Spirit may enlighten and
instruct you.
Before we further contrast these three passages, we cannot but
dwell for a few moments on the origin of the hidden sins-the lost
sinner being found. We were by nature lost, and the Lord sought
us in redeeming love. Each one of His own straying sheep, He seeks
until He finds. This involves unity. When· found, the separated
sheep and Shepherd are eternally united in the bands of love. But
it is followed by division. The sinner is now separated from his sins
by his Saviour, while before he was separated from his Saviour by his
sins. Again redeeming love intervenes, and we are told, "As far as
the east is from the west, so far hath He removed our transgressions
from us." Yet the east and the west meet somewhere! So there
must be the meeting of the sinner and the Saviour, before there can
be the parting of the sins from the sinner. Then, He removes " onr
transgressions from us" "far" as the poles asunder. They are
forgiven, covered, blotted onto Yea," Thou wilt cast all [our] sins
into the depths of the sea." And once more those words of infinite
love and tenderness are uttered over the new-born soul, " Go, and sin
[wilfully] no more." For now the sinner hates his sins, albeit his
nature is so evil that he is a sinner still. But it is no longer wilful
sin and enjoyed sin, but scorned sin and resisted sin. And the Spirit
strengthens him to fight and overcome.
Now let us contrast these three sea deposits. "The iron did swim."
Humanly speaking, this was an impossible thing. "Go thou to the
sea, and cast an hook, and take up the fish that first cometh up; and
when thou hast opened his mouth, thon shalt find a piece of money."
This too, seemed a human impossibility. And the power that could
find, can also hide. For that which could cause the former effect
and obtain the latter product, and thus prove that He sees not only
to the bottom of the" sea" where the" iron" lay, but also inside the
" fish" within the " sea"; this same power could as easily discover
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our" sins ',' in, and recover OUT" sins" from, that same" sea)" had
not His love effectually hidden them, His blood permanently covered
them, and His wisdom perfectly arranged for them.
The very same Almighty ability which controlled and fathomed
all these secret mysteries, and found in two cases just what was wanted
-the" iron" and the" money," and hides beyond all find.ing that
which is an unwanted bllrden-our " sins and iniquities" (Heb. viii.
12), is overruling and ordering every iota of your life and mine with
equal care and marvellous providence for His own great and gracious
ends.
And to the close of life these three-lost, found, and hidden-will
assuredly track us. The humanity of the body will be lost in the
" sea" of death, but our· spirits will be found in Him, rising out of
that surrounding storm. And in that· sailie "sea" of death will
sink for ever our latest sin, of thought and word and deed, never to
rise to the snrface again, and not to be found against us any more;
hidden finally and for ever, pardoned and blotted out by J ehovah.
"The depths of the sea [are] a way for the ransomed to pass over."
Surely, we may take comfort throughout our whole lives in the
perpetual remembrance that the infinite power af our powerful God
can always accomplish that which appears to men impossible. "The
iron did swim." "Notwithstanding . . . go . . . and take . . . and
. . . thou shalt find." "Thou wilt cast all their sins iuto the depths
of the sea." "With God all thinys are possible" (Matt. xix. 36).
Brixton.
ELEANOR CONYERS BOWER.

CHRIST'S ANSWER TO JOHN.

" Jesus answered and said unto them, Go and shew John ayain those
things which ye do hear and see,"-MATTHEW xi. 4.
How frequently do' we hear it said with respect to this Scripture,
"We must not think it was for his own sake and satisfaction that
John, from the prison, sent his disciples to Jesus with the inquiry,
, Art Thou He that should come, or look we for another l' Oh, no,
it was for their sakes alone that he did so." Yes; both from the
pulpit and from the press, have we heard and read this view and
explanation of it. But is it correct 1 OT is the truth forgotten or overlooked that it is possible for a great prophet of the Lord, and oue valiant
for the truth, to have his fainting fits 1
" Well, surely it must be for the benefit of his disciples, when we find
so eminent an expositor as Dr. Gill giving it as the true and proper
interpretation." But with all that deference, respect, and esteem we
hold as undoubtedly due to Dr. Gill, we do not see with him in this,
but hold that it was for himself, and not for his disciples' sake, he
sent them.
And first, because of the striking resemblance there is, in this very
thing, between him and Elijah. Coming in the spirit and power of
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Elijah, he was himself" Elias, which should first come." Now the
striking resemblance he bore, both outwardly and inwardly, would be
wanting and incomplete in an important point if it were not for himself, his own satisfaction, and confirmation and not for theirs, that he
sent them.
Like Elijah, he also had his fainting seasons and his Ulibelieving fits,
for it must be remembered it was after he had been carried through
his great work of demonstrating who was the true God, and putting
to death the false prophets and pretenders, that Elijah fled from the
face of Jezebel, the supporter of idolatry, and ill fear requested for
himself that he might die.
Now Jesus, in His answer, did not say, "Do not ye disciples of
John see and hear these things? Is not that enough for you to certify
you that I am He that should come?" which must surely have been
His style of answer to them if it was their confirmation only that
was sought. But no; it was not they, but he, that stood in need of a
decided and reassuring word, and so-" Go and shew John."
But again: What do we understand by Jesus taking advantage
of the incident and inquiry to compare John to a reed shaken with
the wind, if not to show that he was not above being shaken with a
wind of temptation? Yea, shaken from a firm felt standing in the
faith of God's elect, which he formerly enjoyed when he proclaimed
Jesus, "the Lamb of God Which taketh away the sin of the world" ~
Was John's a faith that stood in his own power and wisdom, or did it
stand in the power of God? Certainly not in his own, but in the power
of God. Consequently, when the working of that mighty power was.
for a season in its operation suspended-which is consistent with the
faith of the operation of God-then he became as when a standardbearer fainted, and {ell to doubting. Mr. Hart puts it :" I groan, and grieve, and cry, and call
On J eSllS for relief,
But that delayed, to doubting fall;

Of all my sins the chief."
And may not this very experience have been John's at that very time 1
Could we not consider him in the prison as a man of like passions with
us, and as such would he be above mournful surmisings, such as, " Is
Jesus indeed He that should come, of Whom our prophets affirmed
that He was the Son given, the mighty God, and the God of the whole
earth, consequently Whose power no creature is able to resist 1 And
thinketh He not on me in my present low state and confin1Jment in
this prison 1 Is He not able to extend to me relief, even release 1.
Was it not of Him predicted that He should say to the prisoners,
, Go forth' 1 Was not to Him attributed 'the opening of the prison
to them that are bound' 1 But lo! here I abide from day to day
with no relief, nor prospect of release. Is it He 1 Call it be He 1 "
(Ps. cii. 20).
We find many testimonies in the blessed Book of God that the faith
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of God's elect is at times strong, and at times weak.
this secret of the Lord when he wrote : 11

Cowper knew

Our faith is feeble we confess;

We faintly trust Thy Word."
And at another time ;" Oh I I have seen thc day
When, with a single word,

God helping me to say,
I

My trust is in the Lord,'

My soul has quelled a thousand foes,
Fearless of all that could oppose."
So also Mr. Hart:iI

Dream not of faith so cleat

As shuts all doubting out;
Remember how the devil dared
To tempt e'en Christ to doubt."
" A reed shaken with the wind." So Paul to the Thessalouians :
" That ye be not soon shaken in mind or be troubled"; clearly implying the possibility of their being both. And to the Galatiaus: "I
marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the
grace of Christ" (as John in his Jordan testimony) "unto another
gospeL" A reed shaken with the wind was a most beautiful, simple,
exquisite meta phor for Jesus to make use of in speaking of John
and his faith; of its rising and waning, of its present weakness, and
of its former strength. A wind of temptation had blown upon him and
he WBS sha.ken in mind to and fro, as a reed is shaken with the wind,
but to be steadied, strengthened, and stablished in due time.
Mr. J oseph Hussey, on this Scripture, gives quite a different turn
to the beautiful metaphor. He affirms it was John's attitude and
action in preaching to the multitudes that Christ thus depicts. Standing up over them, moving his body backward and forward, and waving
his arms about in the manner of his delivery, that is the comparison
between him and a reed shaken with the wind. But in opposition
to this view we think Christ was dealing with the inward man and
its attitude towards God, and not to the outward man in its attitude
and appearauce to the eyes of men.
As the things John's disciples then saw and heard were, by His
blessing on the answer He sent to John, well fitted to allay his fears
and to confirm his faith in His person and righteousness, so to-day in
the preached Word of the Yea and Amen e\·erlasting Gospel, are their
heart<l established and their faith confirmed, ~ho believe, being
ordained to life eternal.
Birkenhead.
G. A.
You may have, for the sceking, three always in your companythe Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.-Rutherford.
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THOUGHTS ON FELLOWSHIP.
By THE LATE REV. CHARLES HARGROVE, M.A.
" That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also
may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the
- Father, and with His Son Jesus Ch,.ist. And these things write
we unto you, that your ioy may be full."-l JOHN i. 3, 4.
(Concluded from page 627.)
I HAVE thus endeavomed to show you a little of what this fellowship is; a little, and but very little, of its blessedness, and the way of
attaining it, and now in conclusion I would ask you, What do you
know of this fellowship 1 'Are you in the enjoyment of it 1 If you
are not, yet I would say to you, Be not discomaged as though your
Christianity had altogether failed. I know many Christians of the
Lord's mercy, I know comparatively few in the joy of fellowship. It
is our calling indeed, and in communion with Christ God so sees us, else
were we lost, but we often fail to realize it, to experience its joy andsweetness, because of one hindrance or other; ah, how holy we should
be if we did! The true holiness of a saint is the realizing in his ex_perience what his standing is before God, and just as we do so are we
holy. Our standing before God is fellowship with His Beloved; our
highest holiness would be the realizing, proving this, and hence the
work of the Holy Ghost in om fellowship and holiness. Satan indeed
would tell us that this is unnecessary, that we may have fellowship
and still live careless, sinful, and self·indulgent, and he gets those too
who listen to him, to their own loss. But he was a liar from the beginning
-" Can two walk together except they are agreed 1 "-" What communion hath light with darkness 1 "
If then you do not possess this fellowship, be not I say discouraged
-God would not discourage the weakest-but make it your object
to attain to it, and remember that you are short of your true state
when not in conscious fellowship; this is not indeed our Christianity,
but it is the joy and strength and holiness of our Christianity, and
remember that a Christian is no better or stronger than another, but
as he is in fellowship.
But further, if you be not in fellowship, examine what it is that
hinders. It is Satan's great effort to hinder it, for it is our power over
him, and he hinders by many ways; our own ways are mostly Satan's
ways, he has a hand in them. Search yourself then with the candle
of the Lord, that you be not allowing yourself in any way contrary to
God's mind; see that you are careful as to those whom you choose for
fellowship or companionship in your daily pursuits, your occupations,
and specially in the more intimate alliances of life, see that they are
such as may help, not hinder you. How many who did run well have
been sorely hindered and drawn back by associations made in an evil
hour, without watchfulness and prayer, and so without perception to
distinguish, or strength to resist the temptation!
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But if our fellowship be hindered, what then 1 Is there no help for
us, is there no balm in Gilead, no provision for our restoration to the
blessedness 1 Blessed be God, it is not so; it may indeed be more
difficult to renew when interrupted, but still is there help. In the first
place I would say, when you have discovered what has hindered,
confess it, and if you be allowing yourself in anything evil, in the Lord's
strength resolutely put it from you, and then is the same way open by
which you first came to God, "if we confess our sins, He is faithful
and just to forgive us our sins "-" if any man sin we have an advocate
with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous, and He is the propitiation
for our sins." Here we have God's remedy for interrupted co=union.
The way is still open, the blood has lost none of its value, Jesus is still
at the right hand ever living to make intercession for all that come
to God by Him. Come then, come back to your God and Father
from Whom you have wandered, come through the blood of His own
dear Son, plead that, and it covers all. God has a heart to receive you
still amid all the failure, and in faith you may see Him with His arms
open, nay, ready to fall on the neck of His poor prodigal and welcome
him with kisses. Oh, how much we lose by not giving our God credit
for His love to us, by judging of Him from the exercise of our own
hearts rather than by the cross, the full measure and exhibition of
His love to sinners!
I would further observe that fellowship with the Lord's people is a
great means of helping or restoring co=union with Him. The
Apostle's object we find was" that ye may have fellowship with us,"
and this in order unto their fellowship with God; this is pleasing to
God, a Father delights to see His children loving, helping each other on.
The coals that by themselves are dull and smouldering, if brought
together will kindle and sparkle and give out their heat and brightness,
and so it is in co=union. It is God's order that we be helpful to one
another, that we kindle His love in one another's heart. He can indeed
sustain the life in the soul and cause it to burn brightly even in solitariness, but I believe that such cases will be found among those who are
deprived of co=union by no fault of their own; not wilfully, but by
illness, or separation from those who love the Lord, and thus God
makes good their loss to them.
Always acknowledge His people, however you may be separated
by the distinctions of life, or by ecclesiastical, nay, or theological,
differences. Let the Name that is called on us-when it is called in truth
-rise above everything of this kind. God has made us one, "there
is one body," but one, and we shall dwell together in the glory, let us
know and love each other now. How good and how pleasant is it,
to be helpers not hinderers of each other, but to this end we must be
careful to look unto Him in Whom we are one, rather than on our
differences; God would have us look on the first, Satan would have us
look on the last, and magnify their importance-how often has he
succeeded and how sorrowful is the result! Probably there is no one
appointed means of blessing which has been so hindered by his devices
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as the commUJ1ion of saints; when we attain to a little of it, let us be
watchful, it easily degenerates.
In fine, my brethren beloved, let us remember after all, that it is
ever the Spirit's work to raise us into commUJ1ion "and keep us in it.
It is not indeed from the Spirit that we have our title, no, it is from
Jesus; neither is it so much commUJ1ion with the Spirit (though this
also be true), but it is commUJ1ion with the Father and His Son, but
it is the Holy Spirit's work in us, everything in us is of the Spirit, as
everything for ns is of the Son, and the Father's love is the fOUJ1tain
of all.
Then wait on the Lord, wait on Him in continuous, earnest prayer.
" He spake a parable UJ1to them to this end, that men ought always to
pray, and not to faint." Look for the supply of the Spirit of Christ,
and be watchful that you grieve Him not, but yield yourselves to be
moulded by Him, that your souls may know this holy fellowship, that
your joy may be full in the Lord, and the Name of the Lord be glorified
m you.

*

*

*

*

In communion, we must see that it is on the broad basis of our
common salvation, that it rests on the Name of Jesus only, and not on
questions or speculations about the truth, etc.; so soon as we get on
narrower groUJ1d will dissensions and divisions arise and communion
be broken.
There ought to be among the true disciples of the Lord the desire
to raise His Name above everything beside. We may prize, and
highly prize, the particular church or commUJ1ion to which we belong,
but when our estimate of it rises so high as to hinder our fellowship
with those of other Striptural communions, then surely the Lord
ceases to have His own place, His rightful place, in our hearts. Christians indeed may act so and do act so, but are they not in danger of
letting their church or party rise above the claims of God's Church,
the one body, and above the Name of Jesus 1 When they find that
that Name has been used for unworthy purposes, to sow dissenSIon
or raise a sect, then indeed they have a sad justification for standing
aloof from those acting so, and therefore we should see that there is
integrity in our conduct, and that while we seek commUJ1ion and
profess to hold it in the Name of Jesus, it is not with any ulterior view
of unsettling those to whom we have got admission, and so withdrawing
them from the commUJ1ion to which they belong. Such a proceeding
is scarcely honest, and justifies those who refuse to meet us on the
large groUJ1d; it is again seeking the interest of one sect, above the
good of souls or the glory of the Lord. To come in among an UJ1SUSpecting Christian people in the Name of Jesus, and when we have
got some stand among them, some hold of their minds, to turJ:l this to
the aCCOUJ1t of our own views or our own sect, and so to sow dissension,
is surely not the part of a true follower of the Lord; it is making His
Name subservient to the swelling the ranks of our own party, making
Him rather the leader of a sect, than what He is, the Heaid of His own
body the Church.
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HE HAS, HE DOES, HE WILL.
"HE will deliver me," said David, the youth, ruddy and of a fair
countenance; and with simple confidence in God and loyalty to his
king he looked into the face of Saul. Little did he anticipate what
that face and name should mean to him when he became a man; but
he spoke a truth which he lived to prove over and over again when he
said, " The God that delivered me . . . He will deliver." "I am with
thee to deliver thee," the Lord said to Jeremiah, and, " Lo, I am with
you alway," Jesus said to His not less dependent disciples. And so it
becomes the whole life's experience of the saints. "He hath delivered,
He doth deliver, in Whom we trust that He will yet deliver." He
has-He does-He will. He is a God that changes not, in loving and
blessing the people of His choice. He loved and blessed them before
the foundation of the world when in Christ they were before Him
without sin, " holy and without blame in love." He knows them that
are His. He rests in His love. His thoughts are peace; for with God
the beginning is even as the end, and Christ and His Church are one
with Him eternally.
But as Paul testified (and he, the chief of sinners, knew something of
what he said). sin entered, and the beloved and blessed children of God,
taught by the Holy Ghost, find a refuge and hope in Him of Whom it
is said, "There is forgiveness with Thee." "The foundation of the
Lord standeth sure." He" knoweth them that are His," and they,
favoured recipients of the gift of repentance, depart from iniquity and
seek unto Him Who has forgiven, Who does, and Who will forgive. He
has already forgiven. It was a plea of Moses, and one that overcame,
" Pardon, I beseech Thee, the iniquity of this people according unto
the greatness of Thy mercy, and as Thou hast forgiven this people,
from Egypt even until now." And they overcome who plead" the
blood of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world." They
overcome the fear of judgment and the consequences of sin; they
overcome the accusations of conscience; they overcome the temptations of the devil. He departed but for a season from the Lord in the
wilderness, but he departed never to return when Jesus said, "It is
finished," and poured out His soul unto death. This is the enemy who,
hating Christ, walks about seeking whom he may devour. His craft,
his cruelty, his power, are brought to bear upon the feeble followers of
the Lamb, but his strength is as weakness before the blood of God's
Son. Let the child of God, pursned and faint, flee to Him, and" there
the fierce accuser face and tell him ' Christ has died.' "
"Only acknowledge thine iniquity, that thou hast transgressed
against the Lord thy God," was doubtless an exhortation to literal
Israel, and may yet have a fulfilment. "Take with you words, and
turn to the Lord: say unto Him, Take away all iniquity, and receive
us graciously," may have been literal too. But there is a spiritual
Israel who hear such words behind them, and that they may walk in
the right way, Christ is " exalted to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to
give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins." "God . . . sent
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Him to bless you," said Peter, " in turning away every on~ of you from
your iniquities." And John, who leaned on the bosom of Immanuel,
spoke the same words of grace and peace: "If we confess our sins, He
is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness. "
This is the experience alike of a Daniel and a David. Daniel-(and
" in him we find no fault at all ")-set his face unto the Lord God;
sought by prayer, supplication, fasting, sackcloth, and ashes, prayed
and made confession, "0 Lord, to us belongeth confusion of face .
. . . To the Lord our God belong mercies and forgivenesses, though
we have rebelled against Him." And his comeliness was turned into
corruption. David gave occasion to the enemies of God to blaspheme,
but out of a broken and contrite heart made the acknowledgment, "I
have sinned greatly"; "Have mercy upon me, 0 God, according to
Thy lovingkindness: according unto the multitude of Thy tender
mercies blot out my transgressions." And God forgave. He forgives
the fifty and the five hundred pence debtors alike. It is a comfort
sometimes to fifty pence debtors-those who cannot often lay claim to
the place as chief of sinners-that the Lord's frank forgiveness is but
one. "Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and forget not all His benefits:
Who forgiveth all thine iniquities "-all that have been, all that are.
He blots them out. He has already blotted them out. He forgets
them, He remembers them no more, they do not come into His mind.
"The sins of Judah will be sought for, and there shall be none." Oh,
to be in the fear of the Lord all the day long, to walk as dear-not as
rebellious-children, knowing that, for Christ's sake (" in Whom we
have redemption through His blood, even the forgiveness of sins "),
He will yet forgive. For" He was wounded for our transgressions,
He was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was
upon Him; and with His stripes we are healed."
FOLLOWER-ON.

A LETTER FROM THE REV. JOHN BROWN, OF HADDINGTON,
TO THE COUNTESS OF HUNTINGDON.
MADAM,-... Dropping the superficial chat concerning my poor books,
let us have a word concerning that great, that glorious, that truly original \
Book of God, God made manifest in the flesh. Blessed be God for out
English translations of His oracles, and for our safe and easy access to
peruse them. Blessed be God for the Hebrew and Greek originals of
the Testament of our Lord Jesus Christ. And blessed be above all
blessings, and praised be God for that Original Bible, Jesus Christ, of
which He Himself hath engraved the engraving. Oh, for grace to
regard it day and night till we go to see Him, and God in Him, as He
is, and know Him even as we are known. Oh, to count all things but
loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus our Lord!
God made manifest in the flesh! The Man Who is God's Fellow, and
in Whom dwelleth all the/ fulness of the Godhead bodily! How
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stupendous His Person,-God-Man; how marvellous the union and
co=union of His natures; how bright, how amiable an image is He
of the invisible God! How fragrant and heart-cheering, how wonderful
His unnumbered names, like ointment poured forth, and all full of
grace, mercy, and love towards men! How answerable His offices to
promote the glory of God to the highest, in the rich, the free, the eternal
salvation of sinful men. How deep, how kind, His thoughts to usward! How gracious, powerful, and quickening His words: how
marvellons all His works in the room of and towards men! How
unbounded His fulness of righteousness, grace, and glory. And to
augment the wonder more, all that He is, all that He has·, and all that
He doth is for men, for sinful men ;-for above many, sinful, wretched,
worthless you; for above all, sinful, wretched, worthless me! What
shall we say to this ~ Of God we are in Christ Jesus, Who of God is
made unto us wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption.
Astonishing! Are we, who were altogether born in sin, and dead in
trespasses and sins,-we, who so richly deserve to be in hell, rN CHRrsT
JESUS ~ Hath God Whom we offended, God Whom we attempted
to murder, God Whom we hated with our whole heart and soul and
mind and strength, put us into Christ, instead of putting us into the
lowest hell ~ Is Christ made to us wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption 1 Is He made all this to us ~ Is He made all
this to us by God, Who maketh nothing in vain ~ Why do we not stir
up our souls to possess what the Lord our God giveth us ~ Why are
we slack to claim, to take, to live on all that God hath made ready for
us, and by free grants in the Gospel, and by effectual in.f!uence, hath
made our own ~ If Christ Jesus is then so much for us-made of God
so much to us-why should anything but Christ, and God in Christ,
get such room in our hearts ~ Why should not the mind and heart
be thoroughly widowed to all things but J esb.s Ohrist ~ Alas! why
should we, as though we were half beasts, half devils, attempt to live
on dust and sin rather than on Jesus Christ ~ However, this sad life
will soon be over with you and me, I hope. Death must soon break
down our prison walls, and let us fly to God, as our exceeding joy.
Our body of death must give place to perfection in holiness. Our vain
and wicked thoughts must give place to thoughts fixed only upon the
Lord. Our twilight and transient blinks of God must give place to
seeing Him as He is in the face of Jesus Christ. And oh, how we will
admire and adore the grace that brought us thither, and how we will
sing songs to our Well-beloved, to the tune of" For His mercy endureth
for ever"; or, shall I say, to the tune of" Thou art my God, and I will
exalt Thee, my God, and I will praise Thee." May this, your Husband,
Christ, guide you with His counsel while here, and afterwards bring
you to His glory. This from, right honourable lady,
Your most humble servant,
JOHN BROWN.
P.S.-As I have had so little acquaintance with persons in high
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station, I hope your Ladyship will forgive whatever expressions or
freedom unsuited to your dignity and outward station you discern in
any hints of mine. Though it is chiefly in your high character of a
redeemed Bride, the Lamb's wife, I address you, I would not choose to
use any freedom unsuited to the dignity of the Countess of Huntingdon.
HWDINGTON, Aug. 17th, 1779.

Q!ottt"ponllrnce.
THE" GOSPEL BOOK MISSION" TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor 0/ the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR SIR-The many appeals for books that we receive should encourage the hearts of all those who love Divine truth, and cause them to
rejoice, for it is a glorious privilege to be permitted to scatter the good
seed in these truth-despising days. On all hands we hear the cry,
" Come over and help us," and we need the constant help' of friends of
the soldier and sailor to enable us to respond to these appeals. Increasingly solemn do the times become; our refuge is in God Who reigneth
over all. But it is the mercy of those whom He hath quickened and
made nigh by the blood of Christ to remember that" we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath
before ordained that we should walk in them" (Eph. ii. 10). The
calling home of Mr. G. Hagbrigg has deprived the Mission of another
helper, and myself of a kind friend. One by one our friends are being
gathered to their rest; it would cheer me if new friends and supporters
are raised up to enable us to still minister to the spiritual needs of our
soldiers and sailors.
Yours sincerely,
6, STIRLING ROAD,
R. E. BRIDER.
BATH ROAD, BRISTOL; Oct., 1912.
A VOICE FROM SCOTLAND.
DEAR MR. ORMISTON,-I have read with great pleasure in the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE for this month, the letter under the heading "Hallowed
Resting Places" by E. C. A., giving an account of a visit to this town,
and particularly to the birthplace of " John Knox," and to the graveside of " John Brown." If there is one pretty spot in East Lothian it
is the latter, under the shadow of the old Abbey, now partly restored,
which once claimed to be the" Lamp of Lothian." As to the birthplace of John Knox it is a matter of dispute, as some maintain that
Gifford, a village five miles to the south of Haddington, is the birthplace of the great Reformer. But that John Knox was born can never
be disputed, and his life and works known to all Christians throughout
the world. On Monday, November 24th, 1572, he departed this life to
be with Jesus, which is far better. His last words were :-" Wherefore I
44
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give thanks to my God through Jesus Christ, Who has been pleased to
give me the victory, and I am persuaded that the tempter shall not
again attack me, but within a short time, I shall, without any great
pain of body or anguish of mind, exchange this mortal and miserable
life for a blessed immortality, through Jesus Christ." A friend having
engaged in prayer, Dr. Preston asked him if he had heard the prayers.
" Would to God," said he, "that you and all men had heard them as
I have heard them. I praise God for that heavenly sound."
The life and death of John Brown were equally beautiful, his Bible
Dictionary is a precious treasury, and it, apart from his other works,
is sufficient to carry his name down to the end of time. "Blessed are
the dead who die in the Lord from henceforth, yea, saith the Spirit, that
they may rest from their labours, and their works do follow them."
Dear Mr. Ormiston, allow me to take this opportunity of expressing
my appreciation of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE; it is a marvel in the present
time, when error and indifference prevail throughout the land, to find
a Magazine in England so full of the precious Gospel of our dear Lord
and Sa viour Jesus Christ. I am sure I am expresslllg the wish and
prayer of all your readers, that you may be long spared, and have
strength for the discharge of your many honourable duties, and that
the Magazine of Toplady may have a succession of Editors to whom
" the joyful sound is known."
. In connection with John Brown of Haddington, I enClose a copy of
a letter (written by him to the widow of a brother clergyman, and found
among her papers after her death) for insertion in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE,
if, of course, you may consider it suitable.
.
With kindest regards,
\'ARKSIDE,
Believe me, Dear and Rev. Sir,
HADDINGTON,
Yours very sincerely,
15th Octobet, 1912.
JOHN GRANT.
"COMFORT AND COUNSEL FOR THE WIDOW."
fA Letter written by the Rev. John: BroWn, of Haddington, to lihe Widow
of a Clergyman, and found among her papers after her death.]
DEAR SISTER,-I desire to sympathize with you, under the sharp stroke
you have met with. To be just married to a religious and affectionate
husband, and he dragged away by death so soon, is extremely stinging
to a young heart like yours. How far you by putting him in God's
room, as an idol in your heart, have provoked God to deal thus bitterly
with you, I know not ; but sure I am righteous is the Lord, and righteous
are His judgments. It is your duty, therefore, now to study resignation
to God's will. "It is the Lord, let Him do what seemeth Him good,"
should be the language of your soul. However bitter your cup seem,
there is more of mercy than judgment in it. It is a mercy you have
reason to hope your husband is gone to Jesus Christ, which is far better.
. It is a mercy that, by your early widowhood, you are only fallen into
the hands of a gracious God, Who hath connected Himself so Closely
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with the widow and fatherless. I am sure, if you get grace to improve,
that the time cometh in which you'll see that it was good for you to
be thus early, thus sharply affiicted. Perhaps, my afllicted friend, the
death of a father did not drive you to Jesus as it ought to have done.
Now, God is hedging up your way with thorns, that you may not overtake your idols, by rendering you a young widow, as well as a young
fatherless woman. Oh! lay to heart these strokes, and cry that it
may be good for you to bear the yoke in your youth. Let me recommend to your serious perusal and firm confidence of faith these texts ;Ps. lxviii. 5, cxlvi. 9; Deut. x. 18; Prov. xv. 15; J er. xlix. 11; 1 Tim.
v. 5; Isa. liv. 5, 6. Charity bids me hope that you were deeply concerned to be first married to Jesus Christ, ere you were married to
Mr. - - ; but oh, try that point well! Oh! they are unhappy widows
that have none but Satan or lusts to fill the room of a departed husband
in their heart; but thrice happy they who, when an husband is dead,
can say, on solid grounds; "I know that my Redeemer liveth." Oh,
let Jesus now have all your love-all your trust! Verily, it shall be
well with them that fear God. Methinks your husband, in a manner,
yet speaketh to you; Oh, woman, let Jesus Christ get now my place in
your heart; and never let me see you in this eternal state, but in
Jesus' arms. Make Him even now your Husband, your Comforter,
your Portion, and your All in all.
Thus, my dear young friend, from one who knows the heart oI a
stranger,
Yours affectionately,
JOHN BROWN.
HADDINGTON, 28th October, 1776.
o

Passages of Scripture referred to in Mr. Brown's Letter.

"A Father of the fatherless, and a Judge of the widows, is God in His
holy habitation."-Ps. lxviii. 5.
" The Lord preserveth the strangers; He relieveth the fatherless and
widow; but the way of the wicked He turneth upside down."Ps. cxlvi. 9.
" He doth execute the judgment of the fatherless and widow, and
loveth the stranger, in giving him food and raiment."-Deut. x. 18.
" All the days of the affiicted are evil; but he that is of a merry
heart hath a continual feast."-Prov. xv. 15.
" Leave thy fatherless children, I will preserve them alive; and let
thy widows trust in Me."-Jer. xlix. 11.
" Now she that is a widow indeed, and desolate, trusteth in God, and
continueth in supplications and prayers night and day."-l Tim. v. 5.
" For thy Maker is thine Husband; the Lord of hosts is His name;
and thy Redeemer the Holy One of Israel; the God of the whole earth
shall He be called. For the Lord hath called thee as a woman forsaken
and grieved in spirit, and a wife of youth, when thou wast refused,
saith thy God."-Isa. liv. 5, 6.
J. G.
0
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CONFESSION.
By THE LATE BISHOP OF LIVERPOOL.
THERE are occasions when circumstances give a peculiar importance to
particular doctrines in religion. The assaults of enemies sometimes
make it needful to exhibit some special truth with special distinctness.
The plausible assertion of some error sometimes requires to be met by
more than ordinary carefulness in showing" the thing as it is " in the
Word. A doctrine may perhaps be in the rear rank to-day, and tomorrow may be thrust forward by the force of events into the very
front of the battle. This is the case at the present time with the subject
of "Confession." Many years have passed away since men thought
and talked so much as they do now about" the confession of sins."
I desire in this paper to lay down a few plain Scriptural principles
about" Confession of Sin." The subject is one of primary importance.
Let us beware, in the din of controversy and discussion, that we do not
lose sight of the mind of Holy' Scripture, and injure our own souls.
There is a confession which is needful to salvation, and there is a confession which is not needful at all. There is a confessional to which
all men and women ought to go, and there is a confessional which ought
to be denounced, avoided, and abhorred. Let us endeavour to separate
the wheat from the chaff, and the precious from the vile.
I. In the first place,-Who are they who ought to confess sin?
H. In the second place,-To whom ought confession of sin to be made ?
Once let a man have clear views on these two points, and he will
never go far wrong on the subject of confe8Bion.
I. In the first place,-Who are they that ought to confess sins?
I answer this question in one plain sentence. All men and women
in the world! All are born in sin and children of wrath. All have
sinned and come short of the glory of God. Before God all are guilty.
There is not a just man upon earth that doeth good and sinneth not.
There is not a child of Adam that ought not to confess sin. (Eph. ii. 3 ;
Rom. iii. 23, 19; Eccles. vii. 20.)
There is no exception to this rule. It does not apply only to murderers, and felons, and the inmates of prisons: it applies to all ranks,
and classes, and orders of mankind. The highest are not too high to
need confession; the lowest are not too low to be reached by God's
requirement in this matter. Kings in their palaces and poor men in
their cottages,-preachers and hearers,-teachers and scholars,landlords and tenants,-masters and servants,-all, all are alike summoned in the Bible to confession. None are so moral and respectable
that they need not confess that they have sinned. All are sinners in
thought, word, and deed, and all are co=anded to acknowledge their
transgressions. Every knee ought to bow, and every tongue ought to
confess to God. "Behold," saith the Lord, "I will plead with thee
because thou sayest, I have not sinned" (Jer. ii. 35). "If we say that
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we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us "(1 John
i. 8).
Without confession there is no salvation. The love of God towards
sinners is infinite. The readiness of Christ to receive sinners is unbounded. The blood of Christ can cleanse away all sin. But we must
" plead guilty," before God can declare us innocent. We must acknowledge that we surrender at discretion, before we can be pardoned and
let go free. Sins that are known and not confessed, are sins that are
not forgiven: they are yet upon us, and daily sinking us nearer to hell.
" He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth
and forsaketh them shall find mercy" (Prov. xxviii. 13).
Without confession there is no inward peace. Conscience will never
be at rest, so long as it feels the burden of unacknowledged transgression.
It is a load of which man must get rid if he means to be really happy.
It is a worm at the root of all comfort. It is a blight on joy aud mirth.
The heart of the little child is not easy, when he stands in his parents'
presence and knows that he has been doing something wrong. He is
never easy till he has confessed. The heart of the grown-up man is
never really easy, until he has unburdened himself before God and
obtained pardon and absolution. "When I kept silence," says David,
" my bones waxed old through my roaring all the day long. For day
and night Thy hand was heavy upon me; my moisture is turned into
the drought of summer. I acknowledged my sin unto Thee, and mine
iniquity have I not hid. I said, I will confess my transgression unto
the Lord; and Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin " (Ps. xxxii. 3-5).
There is no gainsaying these things. They stand out plainly on the
face of Scripture, as if they were written with a sunbeam: they are so
clear that he who runs may read.' Confession of sin is absolutely necessary to salvation: it is a habit which is an essential part of repentance
unto life. Without it there is no entrance into heaven. Without it
we have no part or lot in Christ. Without it we shall certainly go to
hell. All this is undoubtedly true. And yet in the face of all this, it is
a melancholy and appalling fact that few people confess their sins!
Some people have no thought or feeling about their sins: the subject
is one which hardly crosses their minds. They rise in the morning and
go to bed at night; they eat, and drink, and sleep, and work, and get
money, and spend money, as if they had no souls at all. They live on
as if this world was the only thing worth thinking of. They leave
religion to parsons, and old men and women. Their consciences seem
asleep, if not dead. Of course they never confess!
Some people are too proud to acknowledge themselves sinners. Like
the Pharisee of old, they flatter themselves they are "not as other
men." They do not get drunk like some, or s;vear like others, or live
profligate lives like others. They are moral and respectable! They
perform the duties of their station! They attend church regularly!
They are kind to the poor! What more would you have? If they
are not good people and going to heaven, \yho can be saved ?-But as
to habitual confession of sin, they do not see that they nee.d it. It is
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all very well for wicked people, but not for them. Of course, when sin
is not really felt, sin will never be confessed!
Some people are too indolent and slothful to take any step in religion
so decided as confession. Their Christianity consists in meaning, and
hoping, and intending, and resolving. They do not positively object
to anything that they hear upon spiritual subjects. They can even
approve of the Gospel. They hope one day to repent, and believe, and
be converted, and become thorough Christians, and go to heaven after
death. But they never get beyond" hoping." They never come to
t~e point of making a business of religion. Of course they never confess
sm.
In one or ot~er of these ways thousands of persons on every side are
ruining their souls. In one point they are all agreed. They may
sometimes call themselves "sinners," in a vague, general way, and
cry out, "I have sinned," like Pharaoh, and Balaam, and Achan, and
Saul, and Judas Iscariot (Exod. ix. 27 ; Num. xxii. 34; J osh. vii. 20 ;
Matt. xxvii. 4); but they have no real sense, or sight, or understanding
of sin. Its guilt, and vileness, and wickedness, and consequences, are
utterly hid from their eyes. And the result, in each case, is one and the
same. They know nothing practically of confession of sins.
Shall I say what seems to me the clearest proof that man is a fallen
and corrupt creature? It is not open vice or unblushing profligacy.
It is not the crowded public-house, or the murderer's cell in a jail. It
is not avowed infidelity, or gross and foul idolatry. All these are proofs,
and convincing proofs indeed, that man is fallen ;-but there is to my
mind a stronger proof still. That proof is the widespread" spirit of
slumber" in which most men lie chained and bound about their souls.
When I see that multitudes of sensible men, and intelligent men, and
decent-living men, can travel quietly towards the grave, and feel no
concern about their sins, I want no more convincing evidence that man
is " born in sin," and that his heart is alienated from God. There is no
avoiding the conclusion. Man is naturally asleep, and must be awakened. He is blind, and must be made to see. He is dead, and must be
made alive. If this was not the case, there would be no need for our
pressing the duty of confession. Scripture commands it. Reason
assents to it. Conscience, in its best moments, approves of it. And
yet, notwithstanding this, the vast majority of men have no practical
acquaintance with confession of sin! No disease of body is so desperate
as mortification. No heart is in so bad a state as the heart that does
not feel sin.
Shall I say what is my first and foremost wish for men's souls, if they
are yet unconverted? I can wish them nothing better than thorough
self-knowleil{je. Ignorance of self and sin is the root of all mischief to
the soul. There is hardly a.religious error or a false doctrine that may
not be traced up to it. Light was the first thing called into being.
When God created the world, He said, " Let there be light" (Gen. i. 3).
Light is the first thing that the Holy Ghost creates in a man's heart,
when He awakens, converts, and makes him a true Christian (2 Cor.
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iv. 6). For want of seeing sin men do not value salvation. Once let
a man get a sight of his own heart, and he will begin to cry, "God be
merciful to me a sinner."
If a man has learned to feel and acknowledge his sinfulness, he has
great reason to thank God. It is a real symptom of health in the
inward man. It is a mighty token jor good. To know our spiritual
disease, is one step towards a cure. To feel bad and wicked and helldeserving, is the first beginning of being really good.
What though we feel ashamed and confounded at the sight of our
own transgressions! What though we are humbled to the dust, and.
cry, " Lord, I am vile. Lord, I am the very chief of sinners!" It is
better a thousand times to have these feelings and be miserable under
them, than to have no feelings at all. Anything is better than a dead
conscience, and a cold heart, and a prayerless tongue!
If we have learned to feel and confess sin, we may well thank God
and take courage. Whence came those feelings 1 Who told you that
you were a guilty sinner 1 What moved you to begin acknowledging
your transgressions 1 How was it that you first found sin a burden,
and longed to be set free from it 1 These feelings do not come from
man's natural heart. The devil does not teach such lessons. The
schools of this world have no power to impart them. These feelings
came down from above. They are the precious gifts of God the Holy
Ghost. It is His special office to convince of sin. The man who has
really learned to feel and confess his sins, has learned that which
millions never learn, and for want of which millions die in their sins,
and are lost to all eternity.
11. I now turn to the second branch of my subject: To whom ought
confession 0/ sin to be made ?
I enter on this branch of the subject with sorrowful feelings. I
approach it as a sailor would approach some rock on which many
gallant ships have made shipwreck. I cannot forget that I have
arrived at a point on which millions of so-called Christians have erred
greatly, and millions are erring at the present day. But I dare not
keep back anything that is Scriptural for fear of giving offence. The
errors of millions must not prevent a minister of the Gospel speaking
the truth. If multitudes are hewing out broken cisterns that can hold
no water, it becomes the more needful to point out the true fountain.
If countless souls are turning aside from the right way, it becomes the
more important to show clearly to Whom confession ought to be
made.
Sin, to speak generally, ought to be confessed to God. He it is Whom
we have chiefly offended: His are the laws which we have broken. To
Him it is that all men and women will one day give account: His displeasure is that which sinners have principally to fear. This is what
David felt: "Against Thee, Thee only, have I sinned, and done this
evil in Thy sight" (Ps. li. 4). This is what David practised: "I said
I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord" (Ps. xxxii. 5).. This
is what Joshua advised Achan to do: "My son, give glory to God, and

696

The Gospel Magazine

make confession to Him" (Josh. vii. 19). The Jews were right when
they said, " Who can forgive sins but God only 1 " (Mark ii. 7.)
But must we leave the matter here 1 Can vile sinners like us ever
dare to confess our sins to a holy God 1 Will not the thought of His
infinite purity shut our mouths and make us afraid 1 Must not the
remembrance of His holiness make us afraid 1 Is it not written of God,
that He is " of purer eyes than to behold evil, and cannot look on
iniquity" 1 (Hab. i. 13.) Is it not said, that He " hates all workers of
iniquity" ! (Ps. v. 5.) Did He not say to Moses, " There shall no man
see My face and live" 1 (Exod. xxxiii. 20.) Did not Israel say of old,
" Let not God speak with us, lest we die" 1 (Exod. xx. 19.) Did not
Daniel say, "How can the servant of this my Lord talk with this my
Lord" 1 (Dan. x. 17.) Did not Job say, "When I consider, I am afraid
of Him" 1 (Job xxiii. 15.) Did not Isaiah say, "Woe is me! for I am
undone: ..... for mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts" 1
(Isa. vi. 5.) Does not Elihu say, " Shall it be told Him that I speak 1
If a man speak, surely he shall be swallowed up" 1 (Job xxxvii. 20.)
These are serious questions. They are questions which must and
will occur to thoughtful minds. There are many who know what
Luther meant, when he said, "I dare not have anything to do with an
absolute God." But I thank God they are questions to which the
Gospel supplies a full and satisfactory answer. The Gospel reveals One
Who is exactly suited to the wants of souls which desire to confess sin.
I say then that sin ought to be confessed to God in Christ. I say
that sin ought specially to be confessed to God manifest in the flesh,
to Christ Jesus the Lord,-to that Jesus Who came into the world to
save sinners,-to that Jesus Who died for our sins, and rose again for
our justification, and now lives at the right hand of God to intercede
for all who come to God by Him. He that desires to confess sin should
apply direct to Christ.
Christ is a great High Priest. Let that truth sink down into our
hearts and never be forgotten. He is sealed and appointed by God the
Father for that very purpose, to be the Priest of Christiaus. It is His
peculiar office to receive, and hear, and pardon, and absolve sinners.
It is His place to receive confessions, and to grant plenary absolutions.
It is written in Scripture, " Thou art a Priest for ever."-" We have a
great High Priest that is passed into the heavens."-" Having an High
Priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a true heart, in full
assurance of faith" (Heb. iv. 14; v. 6; vi. 20; x. 21, 22).
(a) Christ is a High Priest of Almighty power. There is no sin that
He cannot pardon, and no sinner that He cannot absolve. He is very
God of very God. He is " over all, God blessed for ever." He says
Himself, "I and My Father are One." He has" all power in heaven
and earth." He has" power on earth to forgive sins." He has complete authority to say to the chief of sinners, " Thy sins are forgiven.
Go in peace." He has" the keys of death and hell." When He opens
no one can shut. (Rom. ix. 5; John x. 30; Matt. =viii. 18; ix. 6 ;
Luke vii. 48-50; Rev. i. 18; iii. 7.)
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(b) Christ is a High Priest of infinite willingness to receive confession

of sin. He invites all who feel their guilt to come to Him for relief.
" Come unto Me," He says, " all ye that laboUI and are heavy laden,
and I will give you rest."-" If any man thirst, let him come unto Me
and-drink;." When the penitent thief cried to Him on the cross, He at
once absolved him fully, and gave him an answer of peace. (Matt. xi.
28; John vii. 37.)
(c) Christ is a High Priest of perfect knowledge. He knows exactly
the whole history of all who confess to Him: from Him no secrets are
hid. He never errs in judgment: He makes no' mistakes. It is
written that " He is of quick understanding. He shall not judge after
the sight of His eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of His ears"
(Isa. xi. 3). He can discern the difference between the hypocritical
professor who is full of words, and the broken-hearted sinner who can
scarce sta=er out his confession. People may deceive miuisters by
" good words and fair speeches," but they will never deceive Christ.
(d) Christ is a High Priest of matchless tenderness. He will not
afllict willingly, or grieve any soul that comes to Him. He will handle
delicately every wound that is exposed to Him. He will deal tenderly
even with the vilest sinners, as He did with the Samaritan woman.
Confidence reposed in Him is never abused: secrets confided to Him
are completely safe. Of Him it is written, that" He will not break the
bruised reed, nor quench the smoking flax." He is one that" despiseth
not any" (Isa. xlii. 3; Job xxxvi. 5).
(e) Christ is a High Priest Who can sympathize with all that confess
to Him. He knows the heart of a man by experience, for He had a
body like our own, and was made in the likeness of man. "We have
not a High Priest Who cannot be touched with the feeling of OUI
infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without
sin " (Heb. iv. 15). To Him the wor-ds can most truly be applied,
which Elihu applied to himself, " Behold, I am according to thy wish
in God's stead: I also am formed out of the clay. Behold, my terror
shall not make thee afraid, neither shall my hand be heavy upon thee"
(Job xxxiii. 6, 7).
This great High Priest of the Gospel is the Person Whom we ought
specially to employ in our confession of sin. It is only through Him
and by Him that we should make all our approaches to God. In Him
we may draw near to God with boldness, and have access with confidence
(Eph. iii. 12). Laying OUI hand on Him and His atonement, we may
" come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and
find grace·to help in time of need" (Heb. iv. 16). We need no other
mediator or priest. We can find no better high priest. To whom
should the sick man disclose his ailment, but the physician 1 To whom
should the prisoner tell his story, but to his legal advocate 1 To whom
should the sinner open his heart and confess his sins, but to Him Who
is the "Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous" 1
(1 John ii. 1.)
Why should we confess our sins to angels and dead saints,while we have
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Christ for a High Priest? Why should we confess to the Virgin Mary,
l\'lichael the Archangel, John the Baptist, St. Paul, or any other creature
in the unseen world? The Church of Rome enjoins such confession as
this on her millions of members, and many members of the Church of
England seem half-disposed to think the Church of Rome is right!
But when we ask a Scriptural reason for the practice, we may ask long
without getting an answer.
There is no need for such a confession. Christ has not given up His
office, and ceased to be a Priest. The saints and angels cannot possibly
do more for us than Christ can. They certainly have not more pity or
compassion, or more goodwill towards our souls.
.
There is no warrant of Scripture for such a confession. There is not
a text in the Bible that bids us confess to dead saints and angels. There
is not an instance in Scripture of any living believer taking his sins to
them.
There is not the slightest proof that there is any use in such a confession. We do not even know that the saints in glory can hear what we
say; much less do we know that they could help us if they heard. They
were all sinners saved by grace themselves :-wherc is the likelihood
that they could do anything to aid our souls?
The man who turns away from Christ to confess to saints and angels
is a deluded robber of his own soul. He is following a shadow, and
forsaking the substance. He is rejecting the bread of life, and trying
to satisfy his spiritual hunger with sand.
But why, again, should we confess our sins to living priests or ministers, while we have Christ for a High Priest? The Church of Rome
com~nds her members to do so. A party within the Church of
England approves the practice as useful, helpful, and almost needful to
the soul. But, again, when we ask for Scriptural reason in support
of the practice, we receive no satisfactory answer.
Is there any need for confessing to priests or ministers? There is
none. There is nothing they can do for a sinner that Christ cannot do
a thousand times better. When Christ has failed the soul that cried to
Him, it may be time to turn to ministers. But that time will never
come.
Is there any Scriptural warrant for confessing to priests or ministers ?
There is none. There is not a passage in the New Testament which
commands it. St. Paul writes three Epistles to Timothy and Titus
about ministerial duty. But he says nothing about receiving confessions. St. J ames bids us " confess our faults one to another," but he
says nothing about confessing to ministers. Above all, there is not a
single exafuple in Scripture of anyone confessing to a minister and
receiving absolution. We see the Apostles often declaring plainly the
way of forgiveness, and pointing men to Christ. But we nowhere find
them telling men to confess to them, and offering to absolve them after
confession.
Finally, is any good likely to result from confessing to priests or
ministers? I answer boldly, There is none. Ministers can never
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know that those who confess to them are telling the truth. Those who
confess to them will never feel their consciences really satisfied, and
will never feel certain that what they confess will not be improperly
used. Above all, the experience of former times is enough to condemn
" auricular confession" for ever, as a practice of most vile and' evil
tendency. Facts, stubborn facts, abound to show that the practice of
confessing to ministers has often led to the grossest imIl;lOrality.
A living writer has truly said, "There is no better school of wickedness on earth than the confessional. History testifies that for every
offender whom the confessional has reclaimed, it has hardened thousands; for one it may have saved, it has destroyed millions."-.
Wylie on Popery, p. 329.
The man who turns away from Christ to confess his sins to ministers,
is like a man who chooses to live in prison when he may walk at liberty,
or to starve and go in rags in the midst of riches and plenty, or to cringe
for favours at the feet of a servant, when he may go boldly to the Master
and ask what He will. A mighty and sinless High Priest is provided
for him, and yet he prefers to employ the aid of mere fellow-sinners like
himself! He is trying to fill his purse with rubbish, when he may have
fine gold for the asking. He is. insisting on lighting a rushlight, when
he may enjoy the noon-day light of God's sun !
If we love our souls, let us beware of giving to ministers the honour
that belongs to Christ alone. He is the true High Priest of the Christiap.'s profession. He ever lives to receive confessions, and to absolve
sinners. Why should we turn away from Him to I!lan? Above all,
let us beware of the whole system of the Romish confessional. Of all
practices that were ever devised by man in the name of religion, I firmly
believe that none was ever devised so mischievous and objectionable as
the confessional. It overthrows Christ's office, and places man in the
seat which should oIlly be occupied by the Son of God. It puts
sinners in a thoroughly wrong position: it exalts the confessor far too
high; it places those who confess far too low. It gives the confessor a
place which it is not safe for aIlY child of Adam to occupy. It imposes
on those who confess a bondage to which it is not safe for any child of
Adam to submit. It sinks one poor sinner into the degrading attitude
of a serf; it raises another poor sinner into a dangerous mastery over
his brother's soul. It makes the confessor little less than a god; it
makes those who confess little better than slaves. If we love Christian
liberty, and value inward peace, let us beware of the slightest approaCh
to the Romish confessional!
Those who tell us that Christian ministers were intended to receive
confessions, and that Evangelical teaching makes light of the ministerial
office, and strips it of all authority and power, are making assertions
which they cannot prove. We honour the minister's office highly, but
we refuse to give it a hair's breadth more dignity than we find given in
the Word of God. We honour ministers as Christ's ambassadors,
Christ's messengers, Christ's watchmen, helpers of .believers' joy,
preachers of the Word, and stewards of the mysteries of God. But we
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decline to regard them as priests, mediators, confessors, and rulers over
men's faith, both for the sake of their souls and of our own.
The vulgar notion that Evangelical teaching is opposed to the exercise of soul·discipline, or heart·examination, or self-humiliation, or
mortification of the flesh, or true contrition, is a mere invention of
man's. Opposed to it! There never was a more baseleas assertion.
We are entirely favourable to it. This only we require,-that it shall
be carried on in the right way. We approve of a confessional; but it
must be the only true one,-the throne of grace. We approve of going
to a confessor; but it must be the true One,---Christ the Lord. We
approve of submitting consciences to a priest; but it must be to the
great High Priest,-Jesus the Son of God. We approve of unbosoming
our secret sins, and seeking absolution; but it must be at the feet of the
great Head of the Church, and not at the feet of one of His weak
members. We approve of kneeling to receive ghostly counsel; but it
must be at the feet of Christ, and not at the feet of man.
Let us beware of ever losing sight of Christ's Priestly office. Let us
glory in His atoning death, honour Him as our Substitute and Surety
on the cross, follow Him as our Shepherd, hear His voice as our Prophet,
obey Him as our King. But in all our thoughts about Christ, let it be
often before our minds that He alone is our High Priest, and that He
has deputed His Priestly office to no order of men in the world. This
is the office of Christ, which Satan labours above all to obscure. It is
the neglect of this office which leads to every kind of error. It is the
remembrance of this office which is the best safeguard against the
plausible teaching of the Church of Rome. Once right about this
office, we snail never greatly err in the matter of the confession of sin.
We shall know to Whom confession ought to be made; and to know
that rightly is no slight thing.
I shall conclude this paper with two words of practical application.
(a) We have seen who ought to confess sin. (b) We have seen to Whom
confession ought to be made. Let us try to bring the subject nearer to
our hearts and consciences. Time flies very fast. Writing and preaching,-reading and working,--doubting and speculating,--discussion
and controversy,-all, all will soon be past and gone for ever. Yet a
little while and there will remain nothing but certainties, realities, and
eternity.
Let us then ask ourselves honestly and conscientiously, Do we
CONFESS 1
1. If we never confessed sin before, let us go this very day to the
throne of grace, and speak to the great High Priest, the Lord Jesus
Christ, about our souls. Let us pour out our hearts before Him, and
keep nothing back from Him. Let us acknowledge our iniquities to
Him, and entreat Him to cleanse them away. Let us say to Him, in
David's words, " For Thy name's sake, pardon my iniquity; for it is
great." "Hide Thy face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities."
Let us cry to Him as the publican did in the parable, " God be merciful
to me a sinner." (Ps. xxv. 11; li. 9; Luke xviii. 13.)

,
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Are we afraid to do this ~ Do we feel unworthy and unfit to begin ~
Let us resist such feelings, and begin without delay. There are glorious
Bible examples to encourage us: there are rich Bible promises to lure
us on. In all the volume of Scripture there are no passages so encouraging as those which are about confession of sin. "If we confess our
sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from
all unrighteousness" (1 John i. 8). "If any say, I have sinned, and
perverted that which is right, and it profited me not; He will deliver
his soul from going into the pit, and his life shall see the light" (Job
xxxiii. 27,28.) "Father," said the prodigal SOD," I have sinned against
heaven, and in thy sight, and am no more worthy to be called thy son.
But the father said to his servants, Bring forth the best robe, and put it
on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet; and bring
hither the fatted calf, and kill it; and let us eat and be merry" (Luke
xv. 21-23). If Christ had never died for sinners, there might be some
excuse for doubting. But Christ having suffered for sin, there is
nothing that need keep us back.
2. If we have been taught by the Holy Ghost to confess our sins, and
know the subject of this paper by inward experience, let us keep up
the habit of confession to the last day of our lives.
We shall never cease to be sinners as long as we are in the body.
Every day we shall find something to deplore in our thoughts, Or
motives, or words, or deeds. Every day we shall find that we need
the blood of sprinkling, and the intercession of Christ. Then let us
keep up daily transactions with the throne of grace. Let us daily
90nfess our infirmities at the feet of our merciful and faithful High
Priest, and seek fresh absolution. Let us daily cast ourselves under
the shadow of His wings, and cry, "Surely in me dwelleth no good
thing: Thou art my hiding-place, 0 Lamb of God! "
May every day find us more humble and yet more hopeful, more
sensible of our own unworthiness, and yet more ready to rejoice in
Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh! May our prayers
become every day more fervent, and our confessions of sin more real;
our eye more single, and our walk with God more close; our knowledge of Jesus more clear, and our love to Jesus more deep; our citizenship in heaven more manifest, and our separation from the world more
distinct!
So living, we shall cross the waves of this troublesome world with
comfort, and have an abundant entrance into God's kingdom. So
living, we shall find that our light afllictioD, which is but for a moment,
works for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory. Yet a
few more years, and our prayers and confessions shall cease for ever.
We shall begin an endless life of praise. We shall exchange our daily
confessions for eternal thanksgivings.

IT is a hard matter for a man to go down into the Valley of Humiliation and to catch no slip by the way.-The Pilgrim's Progress.
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lllaf3stng 1Ehentf3.
A MONTHLY RECORD.
AMONG the prominent events of the past month must be placed the
CLIFTON CONFERENCE on "The Personal Appearing of Christ: as
predicted in the Word and realized by faith in the promised Advent
Glory." Graciously helpful addresses were delivered by the various
speakers, and attsntion was specially fixed on the Lord Jesus Himself,
Whose Coming to welcome His redeemed people occupies the most
prominent place in the " sure word of prophecy." Fine weather for
the most part, and encouraging attendances, were graciously granted.
Special prayer was offered at the Conference on behalf of Mr. G. F.
Bergin, the Director, since 1905, of the Ashley Down Orphanages,
Bristol, founded by the late Mr. Miiller. We deeply regret, however.
to have to record his home-call on Tuesday, October 8th, a week after
, the first day of the Conference. For many years he had been one of
the principal speakers at the Conference. For him we know all is well,
yet we cannot'but mourn his departure from the ranks of God's faithful
witnesses on earth. Let us pray that the great work of the Orphanages
on Ashley Down may still continue to be a striking illustration of the
truth that the Lord's ears are open to the believing prayers of His
. people.
The text of "The Solemn League and Covenant," signed by the
Protestants of Ireland on " Ulster Day," Saturday, September 28th,
is as follows:' "Being convinced in our consciences that Home Rule
would be disastrous to the material well·being of Ulster as well as of
the whole of Ireland, subversive of our civil and religious freedom,
destructive of our citizenship and perilous to the unity of the Empire,
we, whose names are underwritten, men of Ulster, loyal subjects of His
Gracious Majesty King George V., humbly relying on the God Whom
our fathers in days of stress and trial confidently trusted, do hereby
pledge ourselves in solemn Covenant, throughout this our time of
threatened calamity, ,to stand by one another in defending for ourselves
and our children our cherished position of equal citizenship in the
United Kingdom, and in using all means which may be found necessary
to defeat the present conspiracy to set up a Home Rule Parliament in
Ireland. And in the event of such a Parliament being forced upon us,
we further solemnly and mutually pledge ourselves to refuse to recognize its authority. In sure confidence that God will defend the right,
we hereto subscribe our names."
We learn that the Council of the World's Evangelical Alliance
(British Organization) have adopted a resolution cordially endorsing

.
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the action of " the wise and responsible leaders of the theatrical profession in taking steps to prevent the Sunday opening (for purposes of
profit or amusement) of theatres, music halls, and picture palaces, being
of opinion that the question of Sunday observance is not only a religious
one-(involving Divine authority and perpetual obligation), but a social
question affecting the temporal welfare of the community and the wellbeing of the nation," and the Council further expresses its opinion that
" Christian citizens and enlightened patriots should unite to influence
those who are in authority to protect the moral and spiritual interests
of the community by taking measures which shall secure to all alike
the inestimable privileges of a weekly day of rest."
The late Major-General George Newmarch, of 6, 'Norfolk Terrace,
Brighton, left estate valued at £7,970. Subject to certain private
bequests, he left all his property " on trust, to distribute the income
equally between such of the incumbents of Holy Trinity Church, Hove;
St. Luke's Church, Prestonville, Brighton; St. George's Church,
Brighton; St. John the Baptist Church, Brighton; St. Margaret's
Church, Brighton; and St. Matthew's Church, Kemp Town, Brighton,
as continue to maintain in the mini&trations, alike in teaching and
ceremonial, the Evangelical principles of the Church of England, as
expressed in the Thirty-nine Articles and Prayer-book, in their plain
and natural meaning." Payments from this fund are to be made
annually, and each year the incumbent must sign a document containing the following clause:'" I will not during my incumbency of the
above-named church adopt or use what is known as 'the eastward
position,' nor conduct public worship in any wise contrary to the
decision of the Privy Council, nor permit any cross, crucifix, lights,
candlesticks, vases, or flowers to be placed on or in apparent connection
with the Communion Table; nor will I myself use or encourage in anyone else the use of the word' altar' for the Holy Table, as this word is
expressly excluded from the Prayer-book. I similarly reject' auricular
confession,' and will not knowingly suffer the same to be practised nor
attempted to be enforced in my parish." The will adds: "Should it
so unfortunately happen that none of the Evangelical incumbents in
Brighton and Hove shall remain faithful to their trust, and all shall
refuse to sign the above certificate, then the income is to be equally
divided between the National Church League and the Church Association, for promoting Evangelical work among town Missions, colporteurs,
and Bible readers and other lower sections of Evangelical workers,
until such time as a faithful incumbent can again be found for one or
more of the churches in Brighton and Hove."
~

can do nothing without Christ; but He can do all things without
us.-Pictet.
WHEN God changeth the cheer of His people, their joy should be not'
in the gift but in the Giver.-David Dickson (1583-1662).
WE

704

The Gospel Magazine

ltebteb:la null Jl,ottcea {If )J{lob.
THE CROSS, My GLORY. By JOHN BINGLEY BARRACLOUGH, M.A.
Pp. 75. Is. (London: British and Foreign Evangelical Tract
Society and Prayer Union, Zion House, 5a, Paternoster Row, KC,)
The author in the Introduction to his well-printed and tasty little
volume remarks upon the mingled feelings with wIllch, forty-six years
since, he for the first time ascended the pulpit stairs, to preach upon
the text--'· I determined not to know anything among you, save
Jesus Christ and Him crucified." Since that occasion the preacher
states that he has occupied half a dozen important spheres in the work
of the Lord, and has commenced his labours in each of them by taking
one or other of these texts-" We preach Christ crucified"; "Preaching the Lord Jesus"; "God forbid that I should glory, save in the
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ." He goes on to say that he knew then,
and that he knows now, no other hope of safety for Ills own soul, and
that he was determined, by the help of God's grace, never to set any
other before Ills people. He adds that, " As he takes up Ills pen to
commit to writing some thoughts on this most important subject, he
would earnestly pray that the Holy Spirit may guide Illm, and then
use what he writes to the conversioJ. of sinners, the comfort of penitents,
the edification of believers, and the glory of God." To tIlls prayerful
hope we add our sympathetic-Amen.
THE more a believer grows out of himself, he grows into Christ;
the more he hates Illmself, he loves Christ; and the more he distrusts
lllmself, he trusts Christ; as one scale rises the other falls.-Romaine.
SURELY, next to the love of God's heart, believers value the smiles
of His face; from wIllch, as from the agency of the sun, arise the
buddings of conscious joy, the leaves of unsullied profession, the
variegated blossom of holy tempers, and the beneficent fruits of moral
righteousness. They are totally mistaken who suppose that the light
of God's countenance, and the privileges of the Gospel, and the
comforts of the Spirit, conduce to make us indolent and unactive in
the way of duty. The Word cuts up this surmise by the roots. For
it does not say, They shall sit down in the light of Thy countenance;
or, they shall lie down in the light of Thy countenance; but, "they
shall WALK in the light of Thy countenance." What is walking ~
It is a progressive motion from one point of space to another. And
what is that holy walking wIllch God's Spirit enables all His people
to observe ~ It is a continued progressive motion from sin to holiness;
from all that is evil to every good word and work. And the self-same
light of God's countenance in which you, 0 believer, are enabled to
walk, and which at first gave you spiritual feet wherewith to walk,
will keep you in a walking and in a working state to the end of your
warfare.-A. M. Toplady.

