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" And I, brethren, when I came to yfYU, came not wiJ,h excellenoy
of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto yfYU the testimony of God.
For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus
Christ, and Him crucified."-l CORINTIDANS ii. I, 2.

JT is refreshing to the spirit of the servant of the LORD to recall
the way by which the Divine hand has daily led him, and ministered
of His grace in faithfulness and Covenant bounty. It will be in
the remembrance of our dear readers that, last month, mention
was made of the Mission Room, situated in Wellington Road,
Lower Holloway, as the centre of our ministerial labours. From
that centre we worked upon tbe masses inhabiting the denselypeopled streets around. In October, 1867, there was opened a
Reading Room in the Mission premises, and the heart was much
gratified from on high. An encouraging group of Christians,
earnest and prayerful, led on the lonely worker in his difficult
endeavours, and quickened his zeal. Before us lies at the present
moment the identical book. of membership containing the first
signatures, and it is a goodly array to peruse-many of whom
have since that far-off date, fallen asleep! A few of the faithful,
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however, remain, and will thankfully recall the memory of those
early Mission experiences. Numerous efforts to guide the more
youthful in the pursuit of useful knowledge were developed, as
time went on, with cheering results. A reference to the pages of
the surviving records exhibits the hope which at this early stage
cheered the heart of GOD'S humble servant. Prayer, believing,
united prayer, day and night, besieged the throne of grace, and
pleaded the Divine promises. A little band of humble, trusting
children of GOD waited expectantly and perseveringly at His blessed
feet, supported and guided by the enabling SPIRIT. It was more
than once remarked by onlookers. in reference to the success of
the little band of the LORD'S remembrancers at St.David's-"They
have everything their own way." For, small sums were forthcoming
from time to time to cheer the faith of "the feeble few" who
depended on the sure words of JEHOVAH'S lips. It was remarked
in an issue of the St. David's Parochial Magazine of a later date,
that it was not with impropriety that such a remark was made
by friendly critics. For, after all, when the LORD lays upon the
hearts of His people the necessity of believingly asking Him to
bring to pass their spiritual desires, He can not deny Himself.
There was indeed granted from above strong confidence in the
resources and the willinguess of Him to Whom they humbly looked
up. In the short space of eight years, it may briefly be here
recorded, grace Divine enabled a few of the dear children of GOD
to agree together, in dependence solely upon the promised ability
of their Covenant BENEFACTOR, to wait for sufficient funds
for the provision of their spiritual needs.
In 1866, neither Church nor Schools, neither a settled Pastor,
nor a residence or any endowment for his livelihood, existed-but
only a site for a projected Church and Schools had been provided.
The Mission Room with its seventy sittings, and the Mission School,
held in the same small building-lately a carpenter's shopmarked out the fact that an effort was being initiated to form
a new parish out of St. Luke's, West Holloway. "And now [says
the Magazine] what hath GOD wrought! Not only have the
means been sent in (eight years later)-Iargely by GOD'S scattered
people-to erect a new Church; but also the total cost of commodious Bible Schools has lately been given by our faithful GOD. This
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month it is our happy lot to know that the Schools are paid for.
Within the space of time required by the Government, the entire
amount was sent to us. One and another of the LORD'S stewards
-some of them stewards of little only of this world's goodsfound themselves constrained to contribute towards the required
sum, and several days before the specified day arrived every penny
was in hand! Thus, in this poor parish material monuments
exist of what the GOD of Israel can do for those who humbly trust
in Him. It is well known that much opposition to our undertakings
was shown by a section of the local secnlar press, and there were
not wanting those who had no good will towards the work which
the feeble few had in hand. Some of these even said the Church
was not wanted. It probably was not wanted by them, but the
LORD had need of it. He therefore gave His servants faith,
perseverance, and the grace of liberality, and the building was
presently seen rising in our midst. Then came the unexpected
burden of debt. But that, too, was easy for Him to clear off,
Whose are the earth and its fullness. £4,500 were sent in answer to
prayer. Within a twelvemonth from that time, Schools, costing
close on £3,000, were also completed. The whole sum has been
provided. In the face of the fact, then, that £7,500 have thus
been sent this poor people for the world-despised work of the
LORD-who amongst us dare doubt the Divine power to help in
future difficulties that may arise in our path? Oh! that the
new song He has put into our mouths may so sound forth that the
humble may hear thereof and be glad. To the TRIUNE JEHOVAH
belongs all the glory of what has been brought to pass. But to
us belongs the blessing. May every reader of these lines be induced
to bear his witness, saying, 'The LORD hath done great things
for them,' while a grateful Pastor and people respond, saying,
, The LORD hath done great things for us; whereof we are glad.' "
Through deep and troubled waters GOD'S dear children were called
to pass during those eight long years of patient waiting, hoping,
believing prayer, and persevering watchfulness. The memory of
those hallowed seasons spent in happy fellowship, work, and
worship, with many now with the LORD JESUS, safe within the
veil above, lies very near the heart to-day. Even of the earlier days
of the Mission-work, the memories are much hallowed, and associated
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with the names of sainted souls long since glorified with their
blessed REDEEMER. Well does the heart of CHRIST'S Minister
recall the dying-bed of one of the LORD'S poor and needy
members of his London flock. It was the afternoon of a Sabbath
in the month of August, when the Pastor was called in to visit
this dear old Christian woman. His memory is that she was
about fourscore years of age, and her humble and consistent life
had hitherto most favourably impressed him. It was indeed an
unexpected su=ons, for the dear, aged saint was present at
service the same day, only three hours earlier, listening to the
Holy Word of GOD. Accordingly, soon after six o'clock, just
before the time for evening service, the call on him for a sick visit
was made. He found as he entered the humble room she had
already taken to her bed, though she sat up as he entered. There
was a sweet smile on her aged face as she stretched out her
poor hand to receive her visitor. "Well, well, Mrs. Hobbs,"
"this won't do," was cheerfully said to her; "why, you
were at Church in the morning." To this observation she replied,
" Yes, Sir, I am werry ill, and thought I must see you. Do pray
a little, Sir." The Minister at once complied with her request
and pleaded with the LORD JESUS for His dear suffering servant,
asking that whether the sickness were "unto death," or not, it
might be for the glory of GOD. The Pastor rose from his kneesnot thinking that it was his last interview-and the worn-out
saint tremblingly said, "Oh, Sir, you have often told us of the
GOOD SHEPHERD, that He goes after His sheep tiIl He finds them.
Well, He has found me." The Minister knew that the REDEEMER
had BOught, and had found also; for she had long given satisfactory evidence that she was one of GOD'S chosen ones. She
had already often mentioned in conversation that there was one
word in her Pastor's ministry which had been much blessed to her
soul by the SPIRIT, namely, "Everlasting"; so the visitor passed
the passage of Scripture to her as he was leaving for public Service,
"Now, dear Mrs. HOBBs, here is your word, 'The mercy of the
LORD is from everlasting, to everlasting.''' To this Scripture she
responded, "Oh, yes, Sir, that's it." After a few encouraging
words to the effect that when JESUS gets hold of the poor sinner,
He keeps hold, notwithstanding creature-efforts to break away,
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she was left in the hands of the GOOD SHEPHERD. She had finally
asked her Pastor to solicit the prayerful intercessions of the evening
congregation, which he accordingly did. And the LORD doubtless
heard and answered; for before nine o'clock-on the same Sabbath
evening-the call of her REDEEMER'S voice .lovingly fell upon her
waiting ear, and she "was not, for GOD took her"! Thus, this
dear redeemed, aged servant of CHRIST fell asleep upon her
SAVIOUR'S breast, and is at rest for eternal ages. Upon that word
"Everlasting," which GOD the SPIRIT so singularly used to the
aged :Mrs. HOBBs, the Pastor concluded his article in St. David's
Parish Magazine, by grouping several Scripture passages containing
the one solemn word" everlasting," thus :"Who among us shall dwell with everlasting burnings ~ " (Isa.
xxxiii. 14); "Search me, 0 God ... and lead me in the way everlasting" (Ps. cxxxix. 23, 24); "With everlasting kindness will
I have mercy on thee" (Isa. liv. 8); "His (CHRIST'S) name shall
be called the everlasting FATHER" (Isa. ix. 6) ; "Thy righteousness
is an everlasting righteousness" (Ps. cm. 142); "In the LORD
JEHOVAH is everlasting strength" (Isa. xxvi. 4); "An everlasting
salvation" (Isa. xlv. 17) ; "He that believeth on Me hath everlasting
life" (John vi. 47); "Everlasting ioy shall be upon their head"
(Isa. li. 11). "Now what say you ~ Have you got eternal life ~
He that hath the SON-JEsus-by faith, hath eternal life. Those
who have not got CHRIST are dead before GoD, however they may
seem to be right and good, and although they may think within
themselves that all is well. Dead they are, and dead they muSt
remain, unless the ETERNAL SPIRIT by His mighty power give them
life and faith in the SON of GOD. My readers, everlasting salvation
is only to be found in the everlasting SON of the everlasting GOD."
CLIFTON, BRISTOL,
October 15th, 1913.

THE EDITOR.

(To be continued ·hereafter.)

As good may be locally near us, and yet virtually far from us,
so may evil. The multitude thronged Christ in the Gospel, and yet
but one touched Him so as to receive good; so Christ can keep us in
a throng of dangers, that not one shall touch us to our hurt.-J. Caryl.
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CHRIST, A MINISTER OF THE TRUE TABERNACLE.
" A minister 01 the sanctuary, and 01 the true tahernacle, which the
Lord pitched, and not man."-IlEBREws viii. 2.

THE tabernacle referred to here stands in contrast to the tabernacle which Moses set up in the wilderness. The latter was connected with a temporary priesthood, but the true tabernacle is
connected with an eternal priesthood. The one was set up in
connection with the old Covenant, the other relates to the new
Covenant. The one was temporary, the other is abiding. "He
taketh away the first that He may establish the second." Of
this abiding tabernacle Christ is the minister. The word translated
" minister" is used of angels in Heb. i. 7, "Who maketh His
angels spirits, and His ministers a flame of fire." It is also used of
magistrates or kings. "They are God's ministers, attending
continually upon this very thing" (Rom. xiii. 6). In the passage
under consideration, however, it is used of One Who exercises
priestly functions. Christ is a minister whose service is priestly
in its character. Zacharias, the father of John the Baptist, "executed the priest's office before God in the order of his course," and
the period of his service is described as " the days of his ministration " (Luke i. 8, 9, 23). So of the Jewish priests we read, "Every
priest standeth daily ministering and offering oftentimes the same
sacrifices which can never take away sins" (Heb. x. 11).
The ministry of Christ, then, is priestly in its character, and it is
superior to that of Aaron and his successors. " Now He hath
obtained a more excellent ministry" (Heb. viii. 6). His functions
are sacerdotal, and in the exercise of His priestly office He " offered
one sacrifice for sins for ever," and then "sat down on the right
hand of God," because He had finished the work of atonement, and
" put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself"; and because by His
" one offering" He had" perfected for ever them that are sanctified. "
"The atoning work is done;
The Victim's blood is shed;
And Jesus now is gone,
His people's cause to plead:
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He stands in heaven their great High Priest,
And bears their names upon His breast."
In making an atonement for the sins of His people, however, our
Lord, though minis tering while He was on earth, ministered in
connection with a heavenly sanctuary. Being of the tribe of J udah,
" of which tribe Moses spake nothing concerning priesthood," our
Lord never ministered in the temple sanctuary at Jerusalem.
Though He taught in the courts of the temple, He never entered the
holy place or the Most Holy. That was reserved for the Aaronic
priests. "The priests went always into the first tabernacle (the
holy place) accomplishing the service of God. But into the second
(the Most Holy Place) went the high priest alone once every year,
not without blood, which he offered for himself, and for the errors
of the people." Our Lord therefore had no title to minister in the
earthly sanctuary. The earthly tabernacle was but the example
and shadow of heavenly things, as Moses was admonished of God
when he was about to make the tabernacle: for, "See, saith He,
that thou make all things according to the pattern showed to thee
in the mount." The earthly tabernacle was but" a figure for the
time then present," and its" gifts and sacrifices" were only" imposed until the time of reformation." " But Christ being come an
high priest of good things to come, by a greater and more perfect
tabernacle, not made with hands (as was that of Moses), that is to
say, not of this building; neither by the blood of goats and calves,
but by His own blood He entered in once into the holy place, having
obtained eternal redemption." But into what holy place did He
enter? He" is not entered into the holy places made with hands,
which are the figures of the true; but into heaven itself, now to
appear in the presence of God for us." It is then of the heavenly
sanctuary that He is the minister, "and of the true tabernacle
which the Lord pitched, and not man." The late Dr. C. Y. Biss
well says: "It must be carefully observed that the Lord Jesus was
never a priest of the earthly sanctuary: His priesthood was ever
a priesthood connected with the heavenly sanctuary, 'the true
tabernacle, which the Lord pitched and not man.' In this respect,
although prefigured by Aaron, His ministry was never identified
with that of the Aaronic priesthood; for priests of the tribe of Levi
were ministers of the earthly sanctuary, in which they 'served only
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unto the example and shadow of heavenly things' (Heb. viii. 5).
Accordingly, it is written, ' If He were on earth He shonld not be
a priest, seeing that there are priests that offer gifts according to
the law' (Heb. viii. 4). This is a most important verse, for it
clearly distinguishes the ministry of the Lord Jesus as our great
High Priest, even that portion of it which was wrought while . . .
He was present on earth, from the ministration of the literal Aaronic
priesthood in the earthly sanctuary according to the law. . . . On
earth, then, the Lord Jesus was a priest, though not a priest of the
earthly sanctuary; on earth His priesthood of atonement was
completed. When on the cross' He offered Himself without spot
to God '-words which clearly imply priestly action, for none but a
priest could offer-He fulfilled the type of Aaron offering on the
Day of Atonement the sacrifices needed for Israel's cleansing, and
also the carrying within the veil of the blood that was to be sprinkled
upon the mercy seat. Hence the veil of the temple was rent from
above downwards when He died; it was not rent at His resurrection,
but at His death; for atonement was completed when He died, not
when He rose." (" The Things Contained in the Ark of the
Covenant," pp. 24-27.)

" No temple made with hands
His place of service is;
In heaven itself He stands,A heavenly priesthood His !
In Him the shadows of the law
Are all fulfilled, and now withdraw."
As the minister of the heavenly sanctuary our great High Priest
exercised, and ctiil exercises, His office in connection with the new
and the eternal Covenant.
The first Covenant had" a worldly sanctuary" (Heb. ix. 1), and
an earthly tabernacle, and the Jewish priests exercised their ministry
in connection with a Covenant of works. Christ, however, having
"obtained a more excellent ministry, by how much also He is
mediator of a better covenant, which was established upon better
promises" (Heb. viii. 6). That Covenant is the Covenant of
grace, "the everlasting covenant" (Heb. xiii. 20). In exercising
His priestly ministry the Lord Jesus remembered that He was
" made a surety of a better testament" (Covenant), and He faith-
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fully and fully discharged all His obligations. All the blessings of
the new Covenant were secured by the priestly ministry of Him
Who is its Surety.
First, He secured the blessing of regeneration.
The old Covenant was written on tables of stone-" the tables of
the covenant," and these were deposited in " the ark of the covenant
overlaid round about with gold." In connection with the new
Covenant, however, God promises, "I will put My laws into their
mind, and write them in their hearts" (Heb. viii. 10). This is only
another way of saying, " A new heart also will I give you, and a
new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony
heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh. And
I will put My Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in My
statutes, and ye shall keep My judgments, and do them" (Ezek.
xxxvi. 26, 27). By nature our hearts are "desperately wicked,"
and we are" dead in trespasses and sins." Hence we are impotent
to serve God, powerless to love Him, unable to come to Him, unable
to seek Him. Before we can approach God for that forgiveness
which we sorely need we require to be quickened and regenerated
by the Holy Ghost. We need to have new life, a new heart, and a
new spirit. The Lord Jesus Christ as the "minister of the true
tabernacle," and as the" Surety" of the new Covenant, has secured
for all His people that bestowal of His Spirit by which the dead
sinner is made to live. Having accomplished the work of redemption He entered the holy place of heaven, and "received of the
Father the promise of the Holy Ghost," and that Spirit is continually
being" shed abundantly" on the objects of God's everlasting love,
that so they may be "quickened together with Christ." We owe
our regeneration to the" minister of the true tabernacle."
Secondly, our Lord secured the blessing of conscious Oovenant
relationship.
In connection with the new Covenant God says, "I will be to
them a God, and they shall be to Me a people" (Heb. viii. 10).
That is to say, He binds Himself to be a God unto His people. They
can say, " The Lord is my God," and He says concerning them, " It
is My people" (Zech. xiii. 9). He is mine. His power, His wisdom,
His love, His grace, His mercy, His righteousness, all are on my
side. All are mine. And, wonder of wonders, He takes such
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pleasure in His unworthy people that He says concerning each of
them, "Thou art Mine." All this is secured by the work of the
"minister of the true tabernacle."
Thirdly, He secured the blessing 0/ Divine teaching.
" They shall not teach every man his neighbour, and every man
his brother, saying, Know the Lord; for all shall know Me, from
the least to the greatest" (Heb. viii. 11). The same Spirit Who
regenerates also teaches. "He shall teach you all things." Hence
our Lord says, "It is written in the prophets, And they shall be all
taught of God. Every man therefore that hath heard, and hath
learned of the Father, cometh unto Me" (John vi. 45). Whence
comes this Divine teaching without which no man can come to the
Lord Jesus Christ ~ It comes through the "minister of the true
tabernacle." " Ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye
know all things" (1 John ii. 20).
Finally, He secured the blessing 0/ forgiveness.
There was no forgiveness through the old Covenant. Neither
its ministers nor its sacrifices could "make the comers thereunto
perfect." "Every priest standeth daily ministering and offering
oftentimes the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins."
" In those sacrifices there is a remembrance again made 0/ sins every
year" (Heb. x. 11, 3).
The" minister of the true tabernacle," however, being also the
" Surety" of the new Covenant, has " PUT AWAY SIN by the sacrifice of Himself." By His " one offering He hath perfected for ever
them that are sanctified." Hence, knowing that the ministry of
Christ would effect what the ministry of Aaron and his successors
failed to effect, our Covenant God promised, " I will be merciful to
their unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities will I
remember no more." "Now where remission of these is, there is no
more offering for sin" (Heb. viii. 12; x. 18). Oh, how can we
thank our God enough for such a minister! "Unto Him That
loved us, and washed us from our sins in His own blood; . . . to
Him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen."
Eath.

THOMAS HOUGHTON.

GOD'S promises were not made merely for us to read and hear, but
also to plead.-Berridge.
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THANKS OF THE "EDITOR."

THE "EDITOR" returns his most grateful thanks to the generous
Readers of the "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" for the affectionate Christian
Address which lately accompanied their liberal Presentation to him of
upwa.rds 0/ two hundred pounds; to the four lrind friends-led by dear
Mjss Ruth Cowell-v<ho appended their names to that Scriptural
Address; and to all those who united in humble and fervent prayer
for the blessing of the TRIUNE JEHOVAH to attend the Testimony of
the Truth, which in all humility, and, notwithstanding his many
defects, he, by the Divine Grace, desires supremely to uphold. "And
there shall be one fold (flock), and One Shepherd" (John x. 16).
FAREWELL!
THE EDITOR.
TESTIMONIAL TO THE REV. JAMES ORIIfiSTON.
[CONTRIBUTED BY MISS RUTH COWELL.]
ON ·a former occasion, between three and four years ago, it was the
pleasurable duty and privilege of the writer to give an account of the
return of our beloved Rector and EDITOR to us after his serious illness.
His partial restoration was one token among many of the Lord's
Right Hand favours to us, in answered prayer and the joy of hallowed
fellowship in the Lord. At that time the passage was quoted, "They
have seen Thy goings, 0 God; even the goings of my God, my King,
in the sanctuary" (Psalm !xviii. 24), and truly if ever a people saw the
goings of the Lord in an earthly sanctuary, as their King working
salvation, they are the worshippers at St. Mary-le-Port Church, Bristol.
The Lord has indeed done great things for us there. The ministry has
been a time-honoured ministry of God's free and sovereign grace, and
many spiritual stones have been "found" there unto His eternal
praise and glory. Many of the gems which now adorn Emmanuel's
brow have gone from among us; but there is yet a little remnant
who love the precious truths as set forth by their beloved Pastor
and his dear fellow-helper in the Lord, the Rev. I. Hawker, who
has in so brotherly a way stood by him in his long season of
broken health. Much prayer both in public and private is continnally
being put up to the Lord on behalf of His afllicted servant, and
the Lord is pleased to use the weak and broken vessel: " the
lame take the prey," and it is proved that" not by might, nor by
power, but by My Spirit," the God of Israel works for His people, and

652

The Gospel Magazine

that all the excellency of that power is of Him and not of us. Thus
our dear Pastor is willing to be used; willing to stay so long as the
Lord has a purpose and place of service for him, in spite of his
enfeebled health.
A few friends conceived the happy thought of marking the Jubilee
of Mr. Ormiston's ministry, and also the Jubilee of the Clifton
Conference, both of which took place this year, by a small token of
love. It was not thought possible that much could be done, seeing
how lovingly the congregation have sustained a Pulpit Fund ever
since their beloved Rector's breakdown in health, gladly availing
themselves of Mr. Hawker's ready and willing services. But the whole
matter is of the Lord! He accepted the way of His servants; He
smiled His approval. He Who has all hearts at His disposal, Whose
are the silver and the gold, moved in the matter and inclined His dear
people to give willingly and generously. From all parts of England
such loving letters have been received that the heart has been lifted
up again and again in adoring gratitude to Him Whose Name is indeed
"Wonderful." The language of our hearts has been, "Ascribe ye
strength unto God: His excellency is over Israel; and His strength
is in the clouds." The God of J eshurun ever rides on high for His
people's help.
Thus on Monday, Oct. 13th, when the strain of the Conference was
over and our dea.r Convener had had a few days to recover, a letter
on his breakfast-table advised him of the gift that was to follow an
hour or two later. This was done to lovingly spare him excitement
and surprise. The letter told him of the desire of many friends, who
gratefully acknowledge his services in connection with the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, the English Churchman, the Clifton Conference, and St.
Mary-le-Port Church, to give him at this time evidence of their love.
The letter, beautifully lithographed through the kindness of a friend,
reads as follows :BRISTOL,
October, 1913.
DEAR MR. ORMISTON,
IT has been laid upon the hearts of a few friends to mark the
occasion of the dual Jubilee of the Clifton Conference and of your
Ministry, by offering you a token of their loving esteem and appreciation of those labours which have been so abundant in the Lord,
and so signally blessed by Him.
We that remain are but a little remnant, but we have been taught
to love those precious truths which, by the Holy Spirit's enabling,
you have rejoiced to proclaim. The language of our hearts is " Ascribe
ye strength unto God: His excellency is over Israel, and His strength
is in the clouds" (Ps. !xviii. 34); and we gratefully say, Our God
has indeed done great things for us and for you in your long pilgrimage
and ministry. And now in your declining health, we seek to bear

•

653

The Gospel Magazine

you up by prayer and loving sympathy, and trust that this cheque
of £203 Is. which we now have great joy in handing you, may cheer
you and encourage you to know that" Your labour is not in vain in
the Lord." And we pray that you may realize more and more of
the Divine presence; "That at evening time it shall be light" (Zech.
xiv. 7), and that in His time" An entrance shall be ministered untoyou abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ" (2 Peter i. 11).
Signed on behalf of your many friends,
RUTH COWELL.
JOHN WOOD.
H. WHEELER.
TOM BRYANT.
It was a joyful surprise to dear Mr. Ormiston, and very gratefully
did he recognize the loving spirit of his friends in their desire that
it should be presented privately. It came as a great cheer to the
Lord's dear weak and often weary servant. It assured him of the
love and sympathy of many friends who know and esteem him
very highly for the Truth's sake. He will like to see the letters and
to hear of the ready service of the Lord's dear people; how glad they
were to learn of a proposed Testimonial; how they made the matter
known among their friends and gave freely as the Lord moved their
hearts. All this, and much more, our dear EDITOR will glean as the
days go on.
Time and space forbid my enlarging further just now. It has been,
and is a time of great gladness, a service of perfect liberty, and a
gracious opportunity afforded the ChUl'ch of God of acknowledging
her privileges, and all has been crowned with the lovingkindness of
the Lord. The letters from the scattered flock have been gems of
Divine Truth, and those who have received them feel their Master
has paid them very high wages in allowing them thus to participate
in those everlasting realities which bind the living Church of God
together as one family in the bonds of love and Christian fellowship.
When later in the day it was the writer's privilege to be called in to
visit dear Mr. Ormiston, it was a time of joy and gladness and thanksgiving. How sweet it was to hear his words, often broken byemotion,
as to the Lord's tender dealings with him, "His lovingkindness and
tender mercy outrunning one another." And in his address to his
Heavenly Father at the throne of grace ere we parted, he poured out
his heart in adoring gratitude; spoke of his" cup" as " running over,"
and how the Lord "not only supplies our need, but manifestly
shows His concern in all our need." "Never," pleaded dear Mr.
Ormiston, "never, Lord, let us doubt again; or when doubts do
compass us about as our sinful infirmity, forgive them, dismiss them,
and again let U8 remember Thy unchanging faithfulness, 80 often
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manifested and proved in our experience." And tenderly did he pray
. that the Lord's richest compensation might rest upon those who had
participated in this generous loving act of service. The writer can
only wish that all the friends could have joined her in this sacred,
touching, visit to the Lord's dear afllicted servant!
Thus a most blessed, holy, and profitable Conference-the Jubilee
Clifton Conference-has been marked by this happy event. A series
of precious discourses by the Lord's sent servants; sweet fellowship and communion with the saints; many a lesson gleaned, and faith
strengthened by the fulfilment of the promises of Him Who" commanded" His strength, and carried His dear weak servant through
those strenuous days-a miracle of the power of God " Who giveth
strength unto His people "-and then this token of affection and
esteem to the beloved Convener, Rector, and EDITOR, will carry into
the future days sweet memories of how" God, even our own God" has
blessed us, and will furnish encouraging hope that He Who hath
blessed, will yet bless us more and more.
Very gratefully and gladly are appended the names (numbering
about 200) of those who have lovingly and generously helped in this
good and Divinely sanctioned" labour of love," thus, by the EDITOR'S
kind permission, an account of stewardship in this matter being
publicly rendered up, whilst the language of our hearts is, "Praise ye
the Lord"; "0 magnify the Lord with me, and let ns exalt His
Name together."
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DEATH hath no power over the believer, for the blood of Jesus hath
drawn out his sting.--de Courcy.
IT is an honour to be called a Christian; for as the name of Christ
is above every name in heaven, so the name given to His disciples
at Antioch (perhaps by way of reproach) is certainly the most honourable amongst men because derived from Him and only applied to
such as held His doctrine, followed His example, and went about
doing good, showing their faith by their works. The things signified
by this name are more to be desired than all manner of riches, for
it supposeth one anointed by the Spirit of Christ and brought into
real fellowship and communion with Him, in His person, office, and
dignity.-R. S.
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THE ILLUSTRATION.
ST. DAVID'S (HOLLOWAY) NEW CIDJRCH.
WE give our readers a finished drawing of the architect's proposed
design for the church of St. David's, Holloway. When carried out,
it will be a presentable design, and a great credit to the Architect,
the late Mr. BLACKBURNE.

NOTES OF A SERMON PREACHED AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH,
BRISTOL, BY THE RECTOR, THE REV. J. ORMISTON,
ON SUNDAY EVENING, SEPT. 21ST, 1913.

" Where/ore comfort one another with these words."-l TRESS. iv. 18.

DEAR friends, it is about seven years ago that we meditated on these
blessed words, and they have been much with us during the intervening period, and they are with us still. May God in His grace
keep them fresh in our memories. The time is hastening on. It is
fL"ed for everyone of us. If He tarry, our hour must come. And
those of us who are redeemed with the precious blood of the Lamb
have the promise of immediate glory. Many have passed from our
midst since we considered this passage, and are with us no more. In
the seven years, how many of this congregation have closed their eyes
here, and are with the Lamb, which is said to be in this blessed Book,
"very far better." He is keeping them for their final gathering. Are
you disturbed by the thought, you who are of the number of those
who will depart to be with the Lord 1 Oh, you have many fears,
but whether faith is feeble, or firm, it is alike sure by the oath of God,
Who keepeth covenant and mercy for them that fear Him. Wait on
Him, depend on Him, rely on Him, Who changeth not but is the same
in His promises yesterday, and to-day, and for ever. He knoweth no
change, nor variableness, nor shadow of turning. His dear people
are accepted in the Beloved-all of them, those who long since have
been called to a knowledge of HimseU and those who are just now
awakening to a sense of His coming. They are washed in the Lamb's
most precious blood, and accepted through His merits alone, and
kept by the Lord in the power of His might-He is the Keeper. They
are kept as His beloved Church, without wrinkle or spot or any such
thing. They are justified and eternally saved by His omnipotent
grace, and kept by the same grace" till He come." All His children
will be kept till that event of which the Holy Word speaks, when the
last blemish. the last transgression, shall be blotted out and the perfect
ones of the Lord will be eternally the same, knowing no change.
42
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Look back to the 13th verse and see what the Holy Ghost says. He
instructs His diligent servants to believe these things, and to hold
them fast by grace. "But I would not have you to be ignorant,
brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even
as others which have no hope." There are those, alas, who have" no
hope," and so far as the Holy Scriptures speak on the subject we are
shut up to the conclusion, which is the Holy Ghost's conclusion, that
without faith in the Lord Jesus Christ there is no salvation. Christ's
salvation is definite. All His sheep are numbered, great and small,
and He Who numbered them and has kept perfect count for thousands
of years, has every sheep enumerated and named. "The Lord knoweth
them that are His," and He keepeth them that are His-an unspotted
multitude. There are many questions open among men on this
subject of salvation; human opinions differ widely. But salvation
is by grace-wholly by grace, not at all of human merit. It is entirely
due to the free, sovereign, unchangeable will of J ehovah. He will
never change His mind in the case of a single elect soul. "Once in
Christ," by grace, "in Christ for ever, thus the eternal Covenant stands."
None can upset it, none can effectually refuse it. "Ye, brethren, are
not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief "-that
day which is coming unalterably. " Ye are all the children of light,
and the children of the day; we are not of the night, nor of darkness.
Therefore let us not sleep as do others; but let us watch and be sober.
For they that sleep, sleep in the night; and they that be drunken
are drunken in the night. But let us, who are of the day, be sober,
putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and for an helmet, the
hope of salvation." What a sure hope it is! Unalterable as the will
of J ehovah's heart Who set apart the righteous for Himself, and said,
"This people have I formed for Myself, they shall shew forth My praise."
I have said there are those who have no hope, but this Scripture
is silent about it and speaks to believers, those on Whom God has set
His ancient mark. God never puts a wrong mark on a child of His.
He knows them and calls them all by their names, as He does the stars.
One star may differ from another in glory, but the Lord knows them
all. He has named them all; not by their heathen names which are
popular among men, not one star is so named by God. Man has not
got the power of naming the stars; God made them. Man could not
make by his craft the smallest of them. God made the sun and the
countless stars of heaven, and all are named by their Divine Maker
Who knows them all by their heavenly names and does not alter them
to please the learning of man. He will not have them called other than
they are. There is not one star omitted from His list, and not one
saint is omitted from His list. He has the worthless earthly names
of a multitude no man can number and they are all renamed; the
flesh profiteth nothing. "For if we believe that Jesus died and rose
again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him."
He will not leave one behind, nor uncounted, nor unnamed. Oh,
He knows their names-all, each one. He is coming with all His
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saints. When He comes, they will come-not one missing, not even
that poor, dear, grace-called sinner who reckons himself the last, below
the last, not worth a name. But God has treasured that one's name.
He has it in His book of remembrance. How sweetly He speaks of
this. Let us turn to MaL iii. 16: "Then "-that is a note of time"they that feared the Lord spake often one to another "-not occasionally, or once in a way, but a/ten. How often 1 Would it were
more often! Those were good days when the saints communed
together, and spake often on the only subject which interested them.
" And the Lord hearkened and heard "-nothing escapes His holy
ear. When His people were speaking, He overheard; it was too
precious to be lost. How the Lord delights in the converse of His
saints; it is choice to Him. You speak often-do you 1-one to
auother concerning the commonwealth of God's Israel, and that is a
precious subject in His eyes and ears. How accurately J ehovah
listens to every word of His dear people's conversation, and treasures
it up. Every word Jehovah remembers that the poor stammering
lips of His people have uttered. Not a word escapes Him, His ear
is very quick. The Lord heareth not as man heareth. Every word
is a choice word in His estimation; not one is forgotten. Whatever
man may say about the conversation of saints, before God it is
precious. The words to which man is so indifferent and on which
he is content to set not the slightest value, and would fain forget,
God chooses to remember. "A book of remembrance was written
before Him, for them that feared the Lord, and that thought upon His
Name "-not even the thought of a poor individual saint is overlooked.
This" book of remembrance was written before Him," Who can not
err, Who never has erred, Who never will err in forming a judgment
that is righteous concerning the walk and conversation of His saints.
What high and lofty thoughts need you all have! All His eternal
possessions cost much blood; they cost the blood of the Son Who
suffered the Just instead of the unjust, that He might bring them to
God. That was the object of the atoning work of God's dear Sonto clear the way of His bringing them righteously to God. He would
have every blot of their transgression removed from His sight for ever.
It is eternal forgiveness that God's people trust Him for. Do you ever
get a few thoughts from God's own hands vouchsafed to your hearts,
when you meditate on this wondrous subject 1 The book of remembrance is still there, eternally there, in the same handwriting. Never
a word written in that book of remembrance can be erased or amended
by a single letter. "Heaven and earth shall pass away, but My words
shall not," shall never," pass away." Oh; treasure up God's unchangeable,
unalterable, Covenant Word in which no change can ever occur. The
eye that never slumbers nor sleeps eternally dwells on that Book.
The Lord loves His people with an everlasting love and knows no
change. Man may and does change his will, but God's is unchangeable;
it is fixed and for ever, and He hateth putting away. Not one of the
elect people whose names have been written in the Lamb's Book of
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Life can ever be altered. We believe in the fixity of Divine wisdom.
We believe that His will is the same, yesterday, and to-day, and for
ever. Oh, how He loves those whom He has chosen for Himself!
" And they shall be mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that day when
I make up My jewels." "They shall "--{)h, God's "shalls" and
"wills!" They never miscarry, they can not possibly miscarry. "They
shall be Mine"-and all that the devil and his army can do can not
alter that by jot or tittle. " In that day "-that final day, that day
of adjudication. "When I make up "-give the full and final account
of "My jewels "--{)r "special treasure "-as it is in the margin.
Mark that in your Bibles that it may not escape your eye. This is
what He is saying by anticipation. He has said it in His written Word,
but He has yet to say it before high heaven, and earth, and hell. ," My
jewels." Oh saints of the Lord, this is the title by which you are
known in the heaven of heavens! How precious are His" jewels,"
as the purchase of His redeeming blood. And that which they are
now they ever have been and ever will be. His love for them is real
and vital, and casts out all thought of rejection and change on J ehovah's
part. "They shall be l't'line," God declares this of His unchangeable,
unalterable grace; and not by a jot will He deviate in the grace which
found and brought His people. "And I will spare them as a man
spareth his own son that serveth him." Here is an earthly father,
who has a child to serve him, and there is between the father and the
child a special sacred link of union-the father's love. We do not
know that the earthly child has dreamed of being a loved son, but
the Lord here speaks of His spiritual childreu, and all spiritual characters
are included.
"Wherefore comfort one another with these words." Oh, shall
we not comfort oue another by speaking these gracious words
one to another ~ "Wherefore," on which account, speak these
few, but true, words, one to another. Dwell much on the unchangeableness of God's grace, and keep yourselves very closely identified
with the words of God's thoughts. They can never be improved
upon. And feed on this hope, this gracious hope, this most sure
hope, dear children of God, and praise Him all the time, till you
are called up higher. How blissful that day will be which God has
set apart to call together all His family; not one overlooked, not one
forgotten ! We confess we are the chief of sinners considered in ourselves, but by His all-sufficient grace we own ourselves among His
chosen ones. All praise, for it is dne to God the Father, God the Son,
and God the Holy Ghost, now and evermore. Amen.
the glory of heaven against all the knotty difficulties of life,
against the temptations of the devil, and the sorrows of the soul;
put these, I say, in the opposite balance with the glory that shall
be revealed, and see how they will weigh then lighter than a feather.
(See Rom. viii. 18.)-de Lassalle.
PUT
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THE BLESSEDNESS OF THE DEAD IN CHRIST.
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE BISHOP C. P. MclLvAINE, D.D.,
BISHOP OF THE PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN OHIO, D.S.A.
" Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord."-REv. xiv. 13.
(Ooncluded from page 599.)

THE dead in Christ are blessed in being" with Ohrist," " present with
the Lord." Their" intermediate state" is not intermediate between
darkness and perfect light; between suffering and unmingled, ineffable
felicity; between being away from Christ, and being in the fuII presence
and communion of His love and glory. It is intermediate, because
between death and the resurrection; between being absent from the
body, and being in the body again, when it shall be raised in incorrup'
tion; between the full measure of felicity which the soul is capable of
in separation from the body, and that larger measure, when its
original habitation, fashioned like unto the glorious body of the Lord
Jesus, shaIl be restored to it, and both in one person shaIl be " present
with the Lord." Thus intermediate their state, their presence with
Hiro in glory is without a veil. Their communion with Hiro in bliss
and love has no barrier to hinder, no infirmity to weaken, no cloud to
obscure it. They were found in Christ at death, and they must be
with Him for ever in glory. Our blessed Lord's own chosen consolation
to His people here is, "I will receive you unto Myself, that where I
am there ye may be also."
They rest from their labours. They were "strangers and pilgrims"
here, far off from home. They had a wilderness to labour through;
a stubborn, rebellious nature to labour with; many a grievous burden
to bear; a host of infirmities to make them wearied and faint in their
minds; a great work to do, demanding all diligence. Their patience
was often sorely tried. Their hearts were often very heavy. Their
hands hung down. They longed for rest. Now it has come. The
pilgrim has reached his city of habitation. The stranger has arrived
at his home. The burden is dropped. The work is done. They rest
from their labours.
They were soldiers. A great prize was to be gained; a great battle
was to be fought. Their all, for eternity, was at stake. The world
was to be overcome. An adversary of great might, the god of this
world, was to be vanquished. Their march was at every step through
the country of the enemy. The conflict was never over while they
lived in the flesh. Incessantly to stand on the watch, was their caIling.
They" fought a good fight and kept the faith." In the armour of
God they trusted, and with the sword of the Spirit they contended.
In their weakness they were made strong. As their day, so was
their strength. God was their refuge, a very present help in time of
trouble. Thus they endured to the end; sometimes cast down, never
destroyed. Now are they more than conquerors through Him That
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loved them. The conflict is ended, the promised land is gained, the
crown is won. The promise of the Lord is fulfilled: "To him that
overcometh will I grant to sit with Me on My throne." "They rest
from their labours."
Sweet indeed must be that rest to a soul just escaped out of this
evil world; just delivered from the burden of the flesh, and all the
pains, and sorrows, and sins of this mortal life-sweet that Sabbath
of perfect rest, after all these working-days of the week in which we
are so wearied and heavy-laden; sweet that Sabbath in the temple
of the glory of God, in the immediate presence of Jesus, where there
can be no more death, nor sorrow-all tears wiped away, never to
retrnn, the joy of the Lord our portion and inheritance.
Yes, sweet indeed, when it is considered with Whom, in what fellow.
ship, that eternal rest is to be enjoyed. How little do we know here,
by any just conception, of the love of God towards His children whom
He hath adopted in Christ, and in whose hearts He hath shed abroad
the Spirit of adoption, so that they are "not servants but sonsheirs of God through Christ!" We measure God's love to His children
too much by their love to Him. And we measure the fellowship and
love of the saints above, too much by the feebleness and dulness of our
love in the Church below. The communion of saints! what do we
know of it now 1 Christian society! social pleasures of holy minds
and hearts, united in Christ and in a common inheritance, baptized in
one Spirit; how little do we know of it 1 Church relationship! what
conception can we get of it in its fullness and blessedness, from any
specimen furnished in the bonds of brotherhood realized among believers, in the exceedingly infirm, and mutilated, and defiled condition
of the Church on earth, with its mixtures, and divisions, and jealousies,
and strife 1 But oh, when that sweet rest shall come; when the
soul departed finds itself in that communion of "the spirits of just
men made perfect," where is perfect calm from all that agitates this
visible Church on earth; where eye will see to eye, and heart will
come to heart, and sin can not enter, and love is made perfect, and
the love of God to His people is not only received, but known and
realized, in all its wonderful depthS-When we are come to the New
Jerusalem, to the general assembly and Church of the First-born, which
are written in heaven, to God in His glory, and Jesus as He is ;-then
shall we understand what holy society is; Ohurch brotherhood,. the
nearness of the relationship between the children of God's adoption in
Christ: their nearness in love to God, through their vital union to His
beloved Son. Then shall we understand what communion of saints iswith God, in Christ; with one another, in the life everlasting. It is
a rest which remaineth to the people of God. Only a foretaste have
we here, and that in comparatively a very slight degree; as a mariner
catches a little sense of rest, now and then, upon his ocean voyage.
To form any conception of its ineffable sweetness, remaineth! Oh,
how unsearchable the grace that has prepared such blessedness for
such sinners, and that prepares such sinful hearts for such blessedness!
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But methinks we hear some complaint, as if we were omitting to
speak of one very important part of this passage: "Their works do
follow them." No, it is not forgotten. It is reserved as part of the
exhibition of the blessedness of the dead in Christ. But the works of
believers! Those imperfect, unworthy works, which they tried to
do for Christ and His Church, but which they always felt to come so
far short in every duty of motive and spirit, of love, and faith, and
devotedness; the works they so often repented of as most defective,
and all of which they so utterly renounced when they sought the rock
on which to build their hope of justification and acceptance with
God ;-how can they follow into that blessedness; what can they
do in that rest; what office have they to perform in the presence of
Christ; why will they go with believers, dying in the Lord? Mark!
they follow--they go not before to open the door. No, no! "Not
of works, lest any man should boast." Jesus goes before. The believer's faith goes before, following Jesus. The door is opened by
the one Mediator, Who hath " for us entered," and Who by entering as
our Forerunner, and Surety, and Advocate, and Righteousness, hath
opened wide the way for His people. And because His people enter
by Him, their works of faith, and labours of love, wrought by His
grace and accepted through His intercession, enter likewise. They
bring no plea. They present no claim. They too, must be accepted,
only through grace, "not of works." The righteousness of Christ
that justifies the believer, justifies his works as a believer's. They
follow him, not afar off, but immediately, as works always and neces·
sarily follow faith; inseparably united, going wherever it goes, its
evidences, its fruits, its fullness; the clustering grapes following hard
upon the life and growth of the vine; the manifestation following
faithfully upon the reality of godliness. There is to be a reward
" according to works done in the body; "-a reward, not of eternal
life, for that is the purchase of Christ and His free gift to the believerbut a reward in eternal life, after it has been freely given, after the
ransomed of the Lord have freely entered into the joy of their Lord.
Then will come their reward, according to their works-not on account
of their works; on account still of the merits and grace of Christ alone;
but according to the faithfulness wherewith the believer, in his heart's
works and in his life's works, has adorned his Master's service and
done good to man. That reward will bring sweet contributions to the
blessedness of the departed believer. It will mingle precious joys with
his everlasting rest. Often he will wonder at the abundant grace,
bestowed by his gracious Saviour on what he regarded perhaps as the
very least of his doings-the cup of cold water given; the secret sigh
to do what, through opposing providences, was never done; the box
of ointment, broken and poured out, with such a sense of sinfulness
and so many tears, that it was never remembered but for its unworthiness. But the thoughts of our Lord will not be as our thoughts.
Works will greatly help, through grace, the blessedness wliich, but for
grace, they could never enter, and would only come into condemnation.
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And, now, let us write in our hearts, let us pray the blessed Spirit
of God so to write in our hearts, what the voice from heaven directed
John to write concerning the blessedness of the dead in Christ, that we
who live, and are so soon to die, may be quickened into all diligence
so to live that when we die we may share that rest.
How comforting and delightful the assurance we have been considering' concerning those dear departed relatives and friends, who,
we have reason to believe, did die in the Lord. Let us bless God for
so plain and positive a declaration of their state. Let us enjoy it.
Let us not permit the mistiness with which some seem to labour to
invest the condition of the righteous dead, to come over our vision.
Mysterious as their state, out of the body, unquestionably is, it does
not follow that what is revealed concerning it is not plain and certain.
True, we know not what we shall be there; it is a condition of being
of which we have no analogous experience. But" this we know,"
because God has revealed it, that to depart hence in the Lord, is to be
with the Lord; and thaJ; is enough to know, and enough to give us
the sweetest thoughts of the present glorious communion and felicity
of all those whom death found in Christ.
But are we to be like them in our death ~ We are soon to follow
them in the dissolving of our earthly house of this tabernacle. Have
we a good hope that we shall follow them in their departure in the
Lord ~ How will it be with us ~ How is it now ~ Can each of us
aay, "For me to live is Christ" ~ Am I now in Him, as my only
hope, my daily life, a branch that brings forth fruit ~ It is surely
very impressive, and ought exceedingly to reprove and animate us to
greater diligence, to see St. Paul, with all his .evidences of being in
Christ, and all his assurance of a crown of glory, still pressing on, that
he might" win Christ and be found in Him."
THE JUBILEE CLIFTON CONFERENCE.
FIFTY years have rolled away since the late Rev. S. A. Walker commenced this happy annual gathering. There are still some who
remember the first Conference. Mr. Stanley spoke of having attended
it, and we know one or two more. But oh! how many, how very
many, have passed into the glory. The memory of them and of their
gracious words still fragrantly lingers. Though they spoke so forcibly,
so clearly, so sweetly, how much more they know now! I myself did
not know the Clifton Conference in the days of the Rev. S. A. Walker,
but I have had the privilege of being present at most of the Conferences
of later years, and can recall the bright fervent Scriptural addresses
of dear Dr. Doudney, the Rev. H. Barne, the Rev. Mr. Elliot of Plymouth, the Rev. Talbot Greaves, the Rev. Canon Head, Dr. Baedeker,
the Rev. Philip Browne, the Rev. J. C. Martin, Mr. Miiller, Mr. Wright,
Mr. Bergin, the Rev. F. Whitfield, the Rev. D. L. Johnson, the Rev.
A. Isaacs, the Rev. J. Battersby, and many others who have left us
for the Father's House above.
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" We still are on life's stormy sea,
They tread the golden street.

Jesus, we bless the grace
That folds them to Thy breast:
While we are in the thickest fight,
They in Thy presence rest."

Ah! yes, they too mourned the ungodliness all around, and since
then the clouds have gathered more thickly, the enemy is more subtle,
more encroaching than before, opposition is more marked, and persecution more relentless. They are free, "counted worthy to escape,"
and we thank and bless the Love that gathered them-not only those
on the platform, but the loving believers who mingled with the hearers;
dear "Mary" of Leicester, and many others well known and well
loved! They too have joined in the everlasting song with the vast
multitnde in the Father's Home above. And we thank Him for their
rest and joy and freedom from all distress.
I remember a dear aged clergyman at one of the first Conferences
I attended, in giving the brief closing address, drawing a vivid picture
of the conference above when an would meet round the Convener.
He spoke of the rapture of that glorious reunion in such glowing words
that it seemed at the time almost overpowering, and to this day the
sweet impression remains. The speaker long ago passed within the
veil, I believe soon after he spoke those memorable words. One by
one speakers and listeners have followed, like a long procession
gradually moving on. Soon all of us shall be "one flock within one
fold," glorified together with Him. Himself shall descend, bringing
down and gathering up, and so shall we all together be ever with Him.
This Jubilee reminiscence of days that are to be remembered would
be incomplete if confined to the Clifton Conference; for singularly
also it is the Jubilee year of the beloved Convener's ministry. Many
seals have been set to that ministry. God has blessed him and used
him largely, not only by pulpit and pen, but in various other ways.
It must be very precious to him to " remember all the way" by which
the Lord has led him; not always in a smooth path but in the right one,
opened out by Himself. May the Lord in His great mercy long spare
him to us, and with length of days add richest blessings and abundant
consolations and constant realizations of His own nearness and strength
and protection.
This Jubilee Conference was opened with silent prayer, and with
the Rev. J. Ormiston reading Psalm cxxxiii., the familiar Psalm which
has greeted our ears at so many Conferences and which always seems
to be verified sweetly amongst us, in the "good and pleasant"
unity which prevails. "There the Lord commanded the blessing."
This reading was followed by the singing of the first hymn in the
Conference Hymn Book: "Spirit! Hush these restless hearts," and
after prayer offered by the Rev. S. Alford, and another hymn, the
subject of the Conference, "The Coming of the Lord," was opened
by the Rev. W. T. Turpin, of Eastbourne, who, after expressing the
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thanks of all that Mr. Ormiston was again with us and that the Jubilee
of the Conference had been attained, remarking that such times were
held in rejoicing remembrance in Scripture history, proceeded to
indicate the special features of the present day. Boasted progress,
luxury, pleasures, indifference to God, profanity, blasphemy, unrest,
are all characteristics of the times in which we live. He differentiated
between" the times of the Gentiles" and the" fullness of the Gentiles"
-two great events which we ought to regard. The former are rapidly
running out, and the fullness is approaching. He drew comparisons
from the prophecies of Isaiah between the times prophesied of and
the present time. We are looking for the day before us. "The
morning cometh "-the "morning without clouds." For Him we
are waiting-the Saviour. It is remarkable, he said, how in every
quarter of the globe men are expecting hazily some great deliverer
to solve the perplexities and problems of to-day. Mr. Turpin spoke
of a prominent German doctor conversing with an American scientist
who replied in answer to a question as to the solution of the present
difficulties, "An emperor." The doctor said he thought that sort
of thing was done with in America. The American answered, "Precisely; but we know the Man, and we are waiting for His coming,
and His name is Jesus."
After singing Hymn 3, the Rev. F. Bickford Heard, of Lewes,
addressed the Conference. He did not press the fact of the coming of
the Lord being very near, believing certain events must take place
first. He drew comparisons between St. Matthew xxiv. and Revelation vi., remarking that it is very evident two different comings
are described: the Saviour's coming in power and consequent destruction of Jerusalem, and His Personal coming at the end of time. Note
St. Matt. =iv. 6: "wars and rumours of wars," and compare with
Rev. vi. 8. Again, St. Matt. =iv. 15 with the antichrist of Revelation.
Compare St. Matt. =iv. 21 with Rev. vi. 9, and St. Matt. xxiv. 29
with Rev. vi. 12. In view of such solemnities, "what manner of
persons" ought we to be.
Mr. John Wood followed, and expressed confidence in our Lord's
speedy return. It might be within twenty-four hours. He remarked
that Jesus did not say goodbye wben He went away; on the contrary,
it was immediately announced by the angels that He would return
" in like manner" as He went. There are no broken promises throughout Scripture. He will surely come because He has said He would.
Mr. Wood brought out four aspects of Jesus Christ from 1 Pet. i. :
verse 2: "Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father,
through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling
of the blood of Jesus Christ." In verse 3: "The resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead." In verse 7: "The appearing of Jesus
Christ," and in verse 13: "The revelation of Jesus Christ." Mr.
Wood related an anecdote of an infidel who asked a Christian what
was the difference between the mother of Jesus and his mother. The
Lord gave him wisdom to answer, "I have not time to go into the
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subject of the difference between the two mothers, but can soon tell
you the difference between the two sons."
Mr. Wood pointed out seven signs of our day which herald the
speedy coming of the Lord: Lawlessness, growth of socialism,
spiritualism, militarism, wonderful commercialism, love of pleasure,
and Zionism. These seven features, he said, had never been concurrent before, and that must mean that the Lord's coming can not
be far off.
In the evening the Conference was again opened with silent prayer
and the singing of the hymn, " Afresh I praise Thee for Thine ever
new and blessed Word." Mr.Ormiston read Lev. xxv. 8-13, and
then the Rev. J. M. Sangar, Rector of Elworthy, addressed us, speaking
very sweetly upon" This same Jesus." He called attention to the
fact that the Saviour ascended while He blessed-in the act of blessing.
His propitiatory work is His finished work. His blessing is His
unfinished work. Tidings from the angels announced: "This
same Jesus, Which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come
in like manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven." "This same
Jesus." IIir. Sangar then proceeded to describe the Apostles' feelings
personally. St. John: "This same Jesus is coming, on Whose breast
I so lately leaned." St. Peter: "This same Jesus Who sent me such
a wonderfully consoling message-' Go, tell My disciples and Peter,' "
the only one whose name was mentioned, but who least deserved it,
yet the Lord knew he needed it, for he feared he might be cast off.
Yes, "this same Jesus." St. Thomas: "This same Jesus Who so
lately condescended to do all that I faithlessly asked for as proof
of His resurrection." "This same Jesus." The words betoken a
loving familiarity into which every disciple will be introduced at
His coming again, even the weakest. He will behold the same tender
compassionate f'laviour Who ministered so graciously, and bore all so
patiently, and comforted so tenderly. Everyone who delights in the
prospect of seeing Him and is waiting for Him, says, "Lo, this is our
God: we have waited for Him, and He will save us: this is the Lord,
we have waited for Him; we will be glad and rejoice in His salva·
tion." "Blessed is that servant whom his Lord when He cometh
shall find watching. Verily He will come forth and serve him." We
have the parallel in the Last Supper and the Apocalypse when we
have a glimpse of Him not feeding with bread and wine but feeding
them and leading them unto "living fountains of waters." "Such
honour have all His saints." There is special encouragement for the
weak and timid and fearing: "Say to them that are of a fearful
heart, Be strong, fear not: behold your God will come with vengeance,
even God with a recompence; He will come and save you." As to
when He will come, "Be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day
is with the Lord as a thousand years and a thousand years as one day."
" We shall not all sleep." Let us think of the manner of His coming,
and with childlike faith believe everything that God says because He
says it. Beloved, we now "see through a glass darkly," but even
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that is wonderful, for beholding we are changed into the same image.
He " will give grace and glory," " grace for grace," or as it has been
well rendered, "grace upon grace." Free grace-nothing but grace.
Mr. Stanley followed, and referring to the Jubilee said he was at
the first Conference. He gave several interesting reminiscences of
the spiritually-minded speakers now in the Presence for which we
are longing and waiting. He mentioned, amongst others, dear Dr.
Doudney and his oft-repeated familiar expression" Covenant-keeping
God." We should look up to the glory and" be followers of them
who through faith and patience inherit the promises." We read in
St. Luke viii. 40: "And it came to pass, that, when Jesus was returned,
the people gladly received Him: for they were all waiting for Him."
We too are waiting for Him, looking for the blessed hope of His return.
We may without presumption look for the signs of His coming. The
Books of Daniel and Revelation mention certain times-" seven times,"
and "a time, times, and a half." St. Matthew xxiv. describes the
details of immediately preceding events. Our attitude should be one
of waiting and watching. Then there should be preparation for His
coming, and there should be occupation. With joy we shall exclaim,
when He appears, "Lo, this is our God: we have waited for Him;
we will be glad and rejoice."
The Rev. H. Martin, Vicar of Crookes, then addressed us. He
referred to the Jubilee and pointed out four days in Scripture to be
noted. First, "Man's day" (1 Cor. iv, 3, margin); secondly, "Day
of Jesus Christ" (Phil. i. 6, 10); thirdly," Day of the Lord" (1 Thess.
v. 2); fourthly, "Day of God" (2 Pet. iii. 12). We read all about
the manner of His coming in 1 Thess. iv. 16, 18, and we have a grand
description in 1 Cor. xv. This hope is our standpoint---this " blessed
hope" of seeing Him enthroned and glorified. The fullness of rejoicing
is yet to be. In His High Priestly prayer He says: "Father, I will
that they also, whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me where I am."
He will come for us. He will not send an archangel or chariots of
fire. No, He Himself will come for us. "I will come again and
receive you unto Myself." There are signs now in Jerusalem of His
coming. Thirty years ago the population of that city was 16,000,
of which 4,000 were Jews. To-day the population is 80,000, of which
60,000 are Jews. A few years ago scarcely any Hebrew was spoken;
to-day Hebrew is the spoken language-the living language. The
country has been described of late as " like the garden of the Lord,"
so fertile and beautiful. There is a prophecy in J er. xxxi. 5: "Thou
shalt yet plant vines upon the mountains of Samaria: the planters
shall plant, and shall eat." That is an accomplished fact to-day.
Samaria is now a province of Judea, and only thirteen Samaritan
families are known to be living there. You will find when reading
in Revelation the seven letters to the seven Churches, that they
represent seven stages of the Christian Church. In the last four the
coming of the Lord is mentioned, but not in the first three. "The
Lord Himselj shall descend." He Who loved us loved us with an
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everlasting love, and we shall be caught up to Him. "Beloved,
it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when He
shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He is."
Mr. Hazelton followed. He referred to the Jubilee days to be
remembered. We have an illustration of days of remembrance in
the Book of Esther, in the feast of Purim, because of the great deliverance of the Jews. They had one of their own kin to plead their cause.
So have We-{lUr Kinsman Christ Jesus. We review the mercies of
the fifty years just passed and the many helpful addresses at the
Clifton Conferences. Many who were with us have passed into the
glory, yet" One family we dwell in Him,
One Church above, beneath,
Though now divided by the stream,
The narrow stream of death."
" The coming of the Lord draweth nigh." It has been well said that
with dates we have nothing to do, but with signs we have. "When
these things begin to come to pass," said our Saviour, "then look
up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption draweth nigh."
Completeness in Christ Jesus, redemption through His blood, righteousness in Him, describes our state before Him. With regard to the
second coming: "The Lord Himself shall descend." When the
disciples were going to Emmaus, Jesus Himself drew near. In that
last precious conversation in St. John xiv. Jesus said: "I will come
again, and receive you unto Myself"; and in His prayer to His
Father: "With Me where I am." Our Brother, our Friend, our
Saviour. He Who hath taken our nature will come. "Whom I
shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall behold." "Behold, I come."
He says, "Surely I come quickly." A thousand years are as one
day with Him. But He is coming soon. "He That shall come will
come, and will not tarry." "Behold, I come." "Even so, come,
Lord Jesus." "Behold He cometh"-is now coming. Martin Luther
used to say he liked to think with regard to the second coming that
Jesus was crucified yesterday, had ascended to-day, and will come
again to-morrow. Then when He comes it will be the rejoicing of
the redeemed for ever with Him.
We met again on Thursday morning, and, as before, the meeting
was opened with silent prayer. The Rev. J. Ormiston read 1 Thess.
iv. 13-18, that precious passage which has been the solace of many
weeping believers through all the ages. After prayer by Mr. Bickford
Heard, and the hymn, "See, oh, see, what love the Father hath
bestowed upon our race," the Rev. J. P. Wiles, of Devizes, gave the
opening address. He referred to the Jubilee of the Conference, and
then before taking up his subject remarked that various views were
held as to the manner of the coming of Christ. Some undoubtedly
Godly men, who reverence every word of Scripture, believe that when
Christ comes again it will be to inaugurate a new dispensation, and
that He will reigu personally a thousand years on earth. Others who
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are equally Godly and reverent, believe that when He comes it will
be to judgment. Therefore, Mr. Wiles said, he would not occupy
time in reasoning out the various views. He himself held the views
last named. He looked for the coming which should end this present
world entirely, and usher all His elect into the heavenly inheritance.
He then took J ames v. 8 as the basis of his address. "Be ye also
patient; stablish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord draweth
nigh." "Patient." The true believer finds out sooner or later the
truth of his Lord's word, "In the world ye shall have tribulation."
Trial is the pathway of the child of God, and most of all, keenest of
all trials, the constant indwelling sin which besets him. But" be
patient "-" the coming of the Lord draweth nigh." And" stablish
your hearts." These are evil days, when the enemy is to the fore,
and it may be some of us here may yet have to endure persecution,
but" stablish your hearts" in His promises which never fail. "The
coming of the Lord draweth nigh."
The Rev. A. J. Day, of Southsea, followed, and said that one of
the speakers the previous evening had taken the passage upon which
he had intended to speak, but the Lord knows all about it, and if He
ha,s a particular message He may send it twice over. He a,sked us
to turn to St. Luke xxiv. 50, 51, and Acts i. 10, n. They went away
rejoicing in this promise of return. We must first find out what
Jesus is, and then we shall rejoice in His coming. We find in His
Word He is loving, gracious, condescending, and sympathizing. He
never turned one seeking sinner away and never will turn a seeking
anxious soul away. He always seemed to go out of His way to encourage anyone who showed any sign of any desire towards Him. "This
same Jesus," so familiar with His disciples, lovingly familiar, is
the One for Whom the Church of God is looking. "This same Jesus"
-loving, gracious, and forgiving, all because He loved us. "This
same Jesus "-not another-Whom we shall see for ourselves. He
will be the One Whom we shall see. The more we realize it is the
" same Jesus," the more we shall look forward to His coming. "This
same Jesus" takes away all fear. He is "the same yesterday, and
to-day, and for ever." He knows just how to deal with each one in
particular, as though the only one. How will He come 1 As He went
away. He went away blessing. He will come again blessing. He" will
so come." Then we read one of the signs of the times in 2 Tim. iii. 4:
" Lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God." Professing Christians
are becoming lovers of pleasures. We do not expect men of the world
to be lovers of God, do we 1 Some professing Christians of the present
day will not go to church if the singing is not up to the mark-singing
is their pleasure, not the worship of God. Some love fine architecture
and what they call" proportions." A lady asked him if his church
had" good proportions." He said, " No, it has no proportions at all."
She would not attend it; she said it would prevent her worshipping
God if the church had not good proportions! It has no proportions,
and he hoped it never would have any. But the point is-" Lovers of
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pleasures more than lovers of God." "This same Jesus," Who is
the one Object of His people's pleasures and desires, is coming again
soon. His coming "draweth nigh."
The Rev. T. Houghton, of Bath, followed. He alluded to the
Jubilee of the Clifton Conference and of Mr. Ormiston's ministerial
labours, remarking that the Jubilee of Scripture commenced on the
Day of Atonement, reminding us that all the blessings of God's people
are based on the Atonement, and His coming shall be the consummation
of blessing. His remarks on the coming were founded on 2. Thess. i.
7-10. The Lord's coming has a relationship not only to the saints
but to the world. It will be a revelation of Himself. There will be
" faith" found at His appearing (1 Pet. i. 7), and" joy" (1 Pet. iv.
13). He will come with mighty angels. He will come to manifest
His power. He will come in flaming fire (see Exod. iii. 2; xix. IS ; and
xxiv. 17). He will come to take" vengeance, on them that know
not God and that obey not the Gospel "-those who profess to know
Him but in works deny Him; know Him intellectually but not
spiritually. One of the distinguishing marks of the children of God
is " that they might know Thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ
Whom Thou hast sent." The hope of His people is to see His face.
With the coming of the Lord there will be rest to His people, and He is
coming also to be " glorified in His saints."
The Rev. Trevor Fielder, of Bristol, followed. He believes that
if the Lord does not come very soon, in a few short years those who
remain will have to suffer for their faith unless they become apostates
and deny their Lord and Master. Things are all working in that
direction. He believes the Lord will come very soon. The passage
laid upon his mind was in Psa. cv. 39: "Light in the night." It is
night now. There was once a night without a light (St. John xiii. 30).
To the Lord's people God giveth "songs in the night" (Job xxxv. 10).
They have a source of joy and peace that the world knows nothing of.
Christians should be night lights-light·holders, shining (Phi!. ri. 15) ;
and torches must be lighted from the Great Light. "The night is
far spent; the day is at hand;" Christians often speak of their" ups
and downs." That is wrong. They have their" downs and ups."
We are not going down but up. There is something better to come.
If the strength of the Lord is our joy, the joy of the Lord is our strength.
After singing the last hymn in the Conference Hymn Book, " Sound
the final chord exultant! Swell the parting, praiseful psalm; Each
by faith anticipating Yonder crown and harp and palm! " the Rev.
J. Ormiston, in a very brief address, thanked speakers and hearers.
Why he should thank hearers I know not, for truly thanks belong to
him. We do thank him-thank him most warmly for all the care
and provision of God-sent speakers, and I am sure we shall all take
home" some crumbs of comfOlt, and reap rich blessing," as he so
lovingly wished for us. For myself the oft-repeated" This same Jesus"
sounds as a sweet refrain, and I pray" this same Jesus" may manifest
Himself more and more to our inmost hearts and in our lives, in all
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His loving graciousness "till He come," when we shall find Him
"this same Jesus" through all eternity.
In the evening at the Communion Service, when a large number
assembled in St. Mary-Ie-Port Church, the Rev. J. M. Sangar preached
a sweet sermon from 2 Cor. v_ 4, 5, dwelling upon the burden of
indwelling sin, the longing not to be" unclothed" as at death, but
"clothed upon," "that mortality might be swallowed up of life."
Life-Jesus Himself.
"THE WOMAN "-" THE CHILD "-" THE MAN."
" It is well."-2 KINGS iv. 26.
WONDERFULLY attractive is the history of "the woman" and" the
child," as given to us in 2 Kings iv. 8-37 and viii. 1-6. Another life,
that of the man Gehazi, is inseparably bound up in the narrative.
The woman is introduced to us in 2 Kings iv. 8, and here for the
first and last time she is called" a great woman." We are not told her
name, but from what is revealed to us concerning her we can gather
that probably she waa well off, and was observant, thoughtful, and
kindhearted. More than all this, she was willing to act. She took
trouble for a stranger, a man of God, though it may be she was not at
that time a Christian. How many who are true believers shrink from
action that involves self-denial, perhaps only inconvenience. We can
not fathom the woman's motives in this matter; whether she was or was
not at that time a child of God. One other noticeable thing about her
is that she was evidently a leader. Here at the beginning of her history,
it is the wife and not the husband who makes the suggestion and carries
out the arrangement. After the death of "the child" it is still the
same. She keeps matters completely and calmly in her own hands
and acts without consulting her husband. All this is the more remarkable when we remember the position that women in the East occupy.
We find the fact prominent again in chap. viii. 1. It is to" the woman"
that the prophet says, " Arise, and go thou and thine household, etc."
" And the woman arose" (v. 2). "And... the woman returned"
(v.3). Yet we are not told that her husband was dead; he may have
been, but she is not called a "widow," and the Scriptures are very
accurate.
During the time that elapsed between what is recorded of "the
woman" in chapter iv. and in chapter viii., a change seems to have
taken place. In chapter iv. 8 she is spoken of as " a great woman,"
and throughout the rest of that chapter she is spoken of as "this
Shunnamite," and" the woman" (vv. 12, 17, 25, 36). A few years
later (in chapter-viii.), she is simply designated" the woman," six times
in six verses (viii. 1-6). Where now is her greatness ~ Has it been
lost in the seven years of famine ~ May we not believe that it has
rather been merged in something greater, even in her own conversion ~
The rich man forgets his riches when he is truly turned to the Lord.
The " great woman" loses her greatness when she is convicted and
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convinced of sin. Ai; " a great woman" and possibly an unconverted
one she is first represented to us; as only" a woman" and a believer
she vanishes from the page of inspiration. She may have lost her
greatness in the famine, it seems more likely that she lost it in salvation,
and if so she had gained and not lost. For riches are as nothing
compared with salvation, and the true follower of God is humble and
self-forgetful.
She was "a great woman" in faith. " It is well with the child"
she confidently affirmed when the prophet's question was put to her.
Think how she had just left" the child," her only one; given, too,
unexpectedly after years of waiting and unanswered longing. At the
moment when she said" It is well," he was a little dead body laid on a
bed in a room alone! That was how "the child" was then! Yet
she still steadily and unflinchingly declared that it was " well with"
him. Hers was indeed great faith, and we may learn much from her,
for our faith springs, and is obtainable only, from the same source.
Would that, like her, we could acknowledge and avow about everything that it is really" well." She was able to use the words about a
great matter-the early death of her only child. We, too, may say
it about great things, but we may say it about little things also. For
our loving Lord takes cognizance of all the small trials, as well as of
the stupendous sorrows of our lives. Nothing is too small for His love to
pity or for His eye to notice. Surely such chapters as Exod. xxi.-xxiii.,
Lev. xix. and Deut. xxv. show us the significance that the Lord attaches
to what we call" little things." You will find how small most of the
things are which are mentioned in these and similar chapters. A
servant's" tooth" and an oppressed" stranger" (Exod. xxi. 27 and
xxiii. 9); "mingled seed" and" garments mingled" (Lev. xix. 19) ;
"divers weights" and a muzzled "ox" (Deut. xxv. 4, 13). Look into
some of them, dear child of God, when you feel despondent and
disheartened. Do you fear that the Lord has forgotten and forsaken
you 1 Is it likely, in the light of these chapters with their manifold
provisions and prohibitions 1 Oh, never! See, too, in Num. ix. how
He would not have one Israelite cut off from keeping the passover.
For those defiled by a dead body or prevented by distance, He provided
another day-" the fourteenth day of the second month," instead of
" the fourteenth day of the first month." None was excused and none
was omitted. So of your life and mine to-day, everything is included
in His arrangements. Nothing surprises Him or upsets His plans.
And it will be so to the end.
"He Who has helped you hitherto, will keep you all your journey through;
He Who has led you heretofore, will surely lead you evermore;
He Who has helped you hitherto, will still continue so to do;
He Who has led you heretofore, will lead you to the other shore."
He is helping, leading, keeping, guiding, so there can not be either
lack or failure. It may be "the end is not yet," but none the less
" the end" is coming, and will be both safety and satisfaction.
And now let us turn our attention to " the child "-that is his only
43
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designation. Like his mother, his name is not given ns, and we know
little about him. We do not even know his age when death laid hold
of him the first time; we have only one fact concerning it: he was
old enough to speak. We have also three sentences recorded of
him which give us much to dwell on spiritually--sentences that describe
you and me. "The child was dead" (v. 32); "The child is not
awaked" (v. 31); "The child opened 'his eyes" (v. 35). If you are a
believer they describe you. In every Christian's life there are these
two stages. The time was when you were "dead"-" dead in
trespasses and sins "-hopelessly, absolutely inactive. When anyone spoke to you of spiritual things, "there was neither voice, nor
hearing" [margin, . attention] (v. 31), on your part. You could not
hear, you could not answer, you could not attend. You were" dead."
And maybe those who watched for your soul in tears and prayers, said
solemnly and sadly to each other, and to God, "The child is not
awaked." They would not call you "dead." They hoped and
prayed that you might live. Though yet you gave no sign of life they
implored that the Spirit might arouse and " awake" you. Gehazi's
pity for the mother's sorrow forbad his saying in her hearing, what in
his heart he knew, " The child is dead." He merely told the prophet
-surely he uttered the words very gently and quietly-" The child is
not awaked." Most likely both" the woman" and" the man," the
mother and the servant, believed that " the child" would be restored
to life again. And it was so. For Elisha, the living man, filled with
the Spirit of life," went in "to deal with the dead" child." His touch
of faith brought back new life. "And the flesh of the child waxed
warm . . . and the child sneezed seven times, and the child opened
his eyes." It was just so with you. There came a time when you
were touched by the life of Another. Another's life was infused into
you, and you became a living soul. The living Spirit of God touched
your life with the living life of the Lord Jesus Christ, and you were
" dead" no longer. From being " dead in trespasses and sins" you
were" alive for evermore." God may have used a human instrument,
as Elisha was used in this case, or He may have worked without.
Whether He did or not, the moment came in your life, when it could
simply and truly be said, "The child opened his eyes." We know
what that opening means. The eyes that are once spiritually opened
will never be closed again. We may pass through the article of death
-we shall, unless the Lord comes first. But death, while it closes our
physical eyes, gives to our spiritual eyes their full opening. Our eyes
as yet are greatly holden, albeit they are not closed-they will be
wholly opened in the moment of dissolution, and oh! what an awakening-to see the King.
One more thought ere we leave" the child." Acts iv. 22 is a splendid
passage to take side by side with the one we are considering, as an
encouraging assurance in Christian work. "The man was above forty
years old, on whom this miracle of healing was showed." We are not
told his name. I am glad of that. We are not told his exact age.
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I am glad of that too; because now we can apply it to every" man,"
or woman," or " child" for whom we intercede.
The man" was
once a child. The dear old Christian "man" of eighty is still "the
child" of God. You may be " above forty years old" or you may be
under. What matter which if you belong to the Lord ~ It is not your
age but your safety that is of consequence, and no one is too old to be
"found of Him." So it is quite unimportant how old or how young that
fellow-sinner is for whom you are watching and praying and wrestling:
It may be that for ten, twenty, or .. above forty years" you have been
hoping and praying for that son, daughter, parent, or dear one. Take
courage and hope on, beloved Christian watcher. The Lord's hand is
not shortened, nor His ear dull, nor His eye heavy. "The man was
above forty years old" when" the child opened his eyes," but the
" miracle of healing was showed" to him at last. And it is always a
"miracle of healing" when the dead child becomes a living one.
Nothing but the almighty power of the Spirit of God can perform
this great" miracle of healing," but when He will work, who shall let
(or hinder) Him ~ Man can not, the world can not, and devils can not.
So still go on urging the Stut of that longed-for soul at the throne of
grace, in faith and importunity For the Lord can "awake" tht>
sleeper.
" The man," Gebazi, was used later as an instmment of blessing to
" the woman" and" the child," but we must glance at his life as far
as we know it, to see how he was used. The chief idea that many
Bible readers have of Gehazi, is that he was a very wicked man. Was
he ~ Was he necessarily unrepentant ~ We are not told that be never
repented. He sinned and sinned deeply, with regard to Naaman
(2 Kings v.). We see how one sin led to another; covetousness,
dissimulation, deceit, and lying, are all distinctly recorded of him.
And which of us, earnest Christians though we may he, can not lay
claim to some of these sins ~ Let us beware how we condemn either
Gehazi or our fellow-sinners to-day, seeing that in our human nature
we are all of t'S "deceitful" and" desperately wicked" (Jer. xvii. 9).
Gehazi's sins were many and dark, and he was dealt with for them.
The twenty·seventh verse of t.he fifth chapter of the Second Book of the
Kings records the judgment pronounced on him. "The leprosy of
Naaman therefore shall cleave unto thee, and unto thy seed for ever.
And he went out from his presence a leper as white as snow." Leprosy
cuts off from worldly service. As a leper he would be obliged to leave
his master's employment. And he was never to be cured and the
disease was to descend to his" seed for ever." It was an awful sentence.
But sin is an awful thing and warrants awful puniShment. The account
of Gehazi's sin and its punishment is given, and we have no record
of his repentance. Must we therefore conclude that he never
repented ~ Surely not. Albeit we have no proof of his penitence, we
have equally no proof of his spiritual death. Does not the last mention
of him give us room to hope that he truly and earnestly repented of his
sin ~ Have you not often been glad that those few solemn words,
fl
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"He went out from his presence a leper as white as snow," are not the
last thing that we are told about him 1 Nine years later we read of
him again in chap. viii. 1-6. How did Gehazi spend those years 1
We can only guess. It may be that, turned away in a moment from
his earthly master's service, "unclean" by reason of his loathsome
disease, he was turned in his misery by a heavenly Master and was
cleansed from his spiritual disease. Humanly speaking, he became
a beggar. Perhaps for all those nine years he begged at the king's gate,
thus becoming a familiar object there. It may be that all that weary
time he was longing to serve his Lord, desiring to show his true repen'
tance. We are not told. Only we are told that nine years after, when
he was needed by the Lord at the king's gate, he was there! Read
the splendid passage, 2 Kings viii. 1-6, and notice specially vv. 4, 5,
" And the king talked with Gehazi." Why just then and there, except
that the Lord Himself was behind the event 1 "And it came to pass,
a.s he toas telling." Yes, that is the last thing that we read about
Gehazi, and a grand reading it is too! Had he still been Elisha's
servant he could not have been there-his leprosy was used for" the
woman's" gain. So Gehazi was a missionary, " a sent one," although
he was only a poor sinful leper. He was sent before" the woman"
wben, in her dire need on returning from her" sojourn," "she went forth
to cry unto the king." Are you an invalid, dear reader, diseased,
discouraged, cut off from service as you think by reason of physical
weakness, perchance for a longer or a less time than Gehazi 1 Then
let the account of Gehazi's last recorded service and its results be an
encouragement and an incentive to you in patient service. Work on
in spite of weakness, as he did. He may have served in many ways
meanwhile. Certain it is that he could not have been there then, able
and ready to perform this part, but for his disease. He might have
said, " I can do nothing, I am no use." Ah! at least he could speak.
His testimony was needed by the king and" the woman." He gave
it and it was acted upon. You, too, are perhaps more useful than
you think. Even the desire to serve is acceptable to the Lord, and we
are often really serving in some unseen way when we appear to ourselves
to be doing nothing. The Lord may have future service for youservice of which as yet you can not dream-for which He is by this
present discipline of illness and weakness preparing you. Remember
the king required the testimony, as well as "the woman," when
Gehazi made his energetic declaration respecting" the great things
. . . Elisha [had] done." So the heavenly King requires His subjects
to testify as to the greater things He hath done, even while we are in
deep waters. Aye, and with energy too! Let man reject our testi·
mony, the Lord accepts it as done unto Himself. We must bear in
mind that our efforts are for" the King" as well as for our fellow'·
creatures, in every work whereby we would glorify Him. We have
His double word of assurance about it, "When I come again, I will
repayjyou "-".And the gold of that land is good" !

Brixton.
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AN EXTRACT FROM "THE BEAUTIES OF ERSKINE."
"A WORD FROM GOD TO VARIOUS CHARACTERS."
SOME may be thinking, Alas! God hath said nothing to me, that I
may put Him to His word. Why, man, if the Gospel, that is in
this Bible. be preached to you, and if there be any word of grace
therein suitable to your case, then put not away the word from you,
but take it, and plead upon it, that God would do as He hath said.
If you can see any word of promise suited to your case, and to your
need, then put to your hand by faith and lay hold upon His word.
Oh! say you, is there any word from God about my case, who am
a poor needy creature like to starve for want of a spiritual meal and a
hearty draught of the living waters that go out from Jerusalem 1 What
hath God said, or hath He said anything concerning me 1 Yea, He
hath said (Isa. xli. 17, 18), "When the poor and needy seek water,
and there is none, and their tongue faileth for thirst, I the Lord will
hear them, I the God of Israel will not forsake them. I will open rivers
in high places, and fountains in the midst of the valleys: I will make
the wilderness a pool of water, and the dry land springs of water."
Hath He said so 1 Then take Him at His word, and put Him to it,
sayiug, "Lord, do as Thou hast said."
Oh! but is there any word from God for me, who have been long
waiting about ordinances, and never yet seen His glory, as I would
desire to see it 1 What hath He said concerning me 1 Why, He
hath said that He waits that He may be gracious; that He is a God
of judgment, and blessed are they that wait for Him (Isa. xxx. 18).
He hath said, "The vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the
end it shall speak, and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; because
it will surely come, it will not tarry" (Hab. ii. 3). Hath He said so 1
Then take Him at His word, and put Him to it, saying, "Do as Thou
hast said."
But is there any word from God, concerning my case, that find my
conscience challenging me for prodigious guilt, there never was such
a guilty person on the face of the earth 1 Are you groaning under
guilt 1 Hear what He says (Heb. viii. 12), "I will be merciful to.
their unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities will I remember
no more." Isa. xliii. 25: "I, even I, am He That blotteth out thy
transgressions for Mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins."
Oh, then! take hold of His word, wherein He proclaims indemnity,
and put Him to it, saying, "Lord, do as Thou hast said."
But, says another, is there any word from God concerning me, that
am compassed about with such strong corruptions, and conquering
lusts, that sin gets the mastery of .me 1 Would you be delivered 1
Hear what He says (Micah vii. 19), "He will subdue our iniquities;
and Thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the sea." Rom. vi
14: "Sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the
law, but under grace." Isa. Ixiii. 4: "The day of vengeance is in
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Mine heart, and the year of My redeemed is come." Hath He promised
to take vengeance on your lusts 1 Then take Him at His word, saying,
" Oh, do as Thou hast said."
But is there any word to me, that am such a polluted creature in
heart and way; that am stinking, as it were, in the grave of sin 1 He
hath said (Ezek. xxxvi. 25), "From all your filthiness, and from
all your idols, will I cleanse you." Zech. xiii. 1: "There shall he a
fountain opened to the house of David and to the inhabitants of
Jerusalem for sin and for uncleanness." Is there a promise of
cleansing 1 Then take Him at His word, and cry, " Lord, do as Thou
hast said."
But is there any word to me a backslider, a grievous revolter, that
many times after vows have made inquiry 1 My promises and resolutions have been but paper walls before the fire of temptation. Are
you affiicted with this and would have relief 1 Behold, He says
(Jer. iii. 22), "Return, ye backsliding children, and I will heal your
backslidings." Hos. xiv. 4, 15: "I will heal their backsliding, I will
love them freely. I will be as the dew unto IsraeL" Hath He said
so 1 Then let your heart say, "Lord, do as Thou hast said."
But what doth God say to me, that have no strength for my duty
or difficulty, that am weak like water 1 Would you have relief in
this case 1 God says (2 Cor. xii. 9), "My 'grace is sufficient for
thee: for My strength is made perfect in weakness." Isa. xl. 29:
" He giveth power to the faint; and to them that have no might He
increaseth strength." Doth He say so 1 Then put Him to His word,
saying, "Lord, do as Thou hast said."
But is there any word concerning me, that am brought to a great
difficultv, and know not what to do, or what hand to turn to: I am
straiten~d what course to take 1 Doth God say anything to me?
Yea, He doth (Isa. xlii. 16) "I, will bring the blind by a way that
they knew not; I will lead them in paths that they have not known :
I will make darkness light before them, and crooked things straight."
Isa. xxx. 21: "Thine ears shall hear a word behind thee, saying,
This is the way, walk ye in it." "I will guide thee with My counseL"
Doth He say so 1 Then put Him to His word, saying, "Lord, do
as Thou hast said."
But what says God to a poor soul that is harassed with the temptations of the devil, and ready to be destroyed with the fiery darts of
the wicked one 1 God says, "I will bruise the head of the serpent."
Rom. xvi. 20: "The God of peace shall bruise Satan under your
feet shortly." "For this cause was the Son of God manifested, to
destroy the works of the deviL" Hath He begun to destroy him,
and hath He said He will bruise him under thy feet? Then put
Him to His word, saying, "Lord, do as Thou hast said."
Alas! but what says God to a poor destitute creature, Lhat hath
nothing, no good, no grace, no light, no life, no strength 1 He says
(Phil. iv. 19): "My God shall supply all your need according to His
riches in glory hy Christ Jesus." Psa. ix. 18: "The needy shall not
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alway be forgotten: the expectation of the poor shall not perish
for ever." There is bread enough, and to spare, in your Father's
House. Oh, then! put Him to His word, saying, "Lord, do as Thou
h.ast said."
But what says God to me that am longing, longing, earnestly longing
for some taste of His goodness, some view of His beauty, some communion and fellowship with Him 1 Why, God says to you, that He
will satisfy the longing soul, and fill the hungry with good things.
Matt. v. 6: "Bleseed are they which do hunger and thirst after
righteousness: for they shall be filled." Hath He said so 1 Then
let your heart say, " Lord, do as Thou hast said."
Oh! but is there any word for one that hath a quite other case to
tell you of; that hath no longing desire, no hunger, no thirso; that
hath as much need as any longin ~ soul here; but I have no spiritual
longing, not so much as a desire, but, like the parching earth, the
dry ground, that can have no active thirst, but hath many a wide
cleft 1 God says (Isa. xliv. 3, 4), "I will pour water upon him that
is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground: I will pour My Spirit
upon thy seed, and My blessing upon thine offspring: and they shall
spring up as among the grass, as willows by the water courses." Have
you no other thirst, but like that of the dry ground, and hath He
promised a flood 1 Then, oh, put Him to His word, saying, "Lord,
do as Thou hast said."
Oh! but is there any word for me, that am like the barren ground
and unfruitful, that bears nothing but briers and thorns, and I find
this ground is rejected, as nigh unto cursing, whose end is to be burned 1
Is this your fear and concern 1 Hear that word (Isa. Iv. 13): "Instead
of the thorn shall come up the fir tree, and instead of the brier shall
come up the myrtle tree: and it shall be to the Lord for a name, for
an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off." Hos. xiv. 8: "I am
like a green fir tree. From Me is thy fruit found." Hath He said so 1
Then put Him to His word, saying, "Lord, do as Thou hast said."
Alas! but is there any word. for me, that have been a fool, a mocker,
a scorner, that have laughed at all religion and godliness; is there
any merciful word that I may take hold of 1 Yea, God says (Prov.
i. 22), "The scorners delight in their scorning, and fools hate knowledge. Turn you at My reproof: behold, I will pour out My Spirit
uuto you, I will make known My words unto you." Doth He say so 1
Then put Him to His word, saying, " Oh, do as Thou hast said."
But what says God to one that hath a plagued heart, a hard heart,
a base heart, full of all manner of evils, and all the plagues of hell 1
Why, God says (Ezek. xxxvi. 26), " A new heart will I give you,
and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the
stony heart of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh. And
I will put My Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in My statutes."
And whatever bc the plague, He hath said, "I am the Lord That
healeth thee." Hath He said so 1 Then, oh, put Him to His word,
saying, "Lord, do as Thou hast said." .
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But, oh! is there any word that God says concerning me, that
have forfeited God's favour, by heaping up great and insuperable
mountains betwixt Him and me, that I fear He will never come over ~
Why, He says (Zech. iv. 7), "Who art thou, 0 great mountain 1
before Zerubbabel thou shalt become a plain: and He shall bring
forth the headstone thereof with shoutings, crying, Grace, grace
unto it." He can make the mountains" skip like rams, and the little
hills like lambs." Hath He said so ~ Then, oh, put Him to His word,
and say, "Lord, do as Thou hast said."
Ab! but doth God say anything to a stupid wretch, that only hears
you, but is no more affected than the stones of the wall, and that is
quite dead, and can no more stir than a rock, and hath no more life
than a dead corpse 1 God says, and oh, that He would say it with
power, "Come from the four winds, 0 breath, and breathe upon
these slain, that they may live" (Ezek. xxxvii. 9). "I will open your
graves, and cause you to come up out of your graves. And ye shall
know that I am the Lord, when I have opened your graves. And
shall put My Spirit in you, and ye shall live." Hath He said so 1
Then, oh, put Him to His word, saying, " Lord, do as Thou hast said."
But is there any word for one that is filled with fear of heavy judgments coming upon the land, and upon an apostate Church 1 Yes,
He says (Isa. xxxii. 2), "A man shall be as an hiding place from the
wind, and a covert from the tempest; as rivers of water in a dry place,
as the shadow of a great rock in a weary land." When you see matters
running into confusion, Church members betraying the privileges of
the Church, and the Church of Scotland destrOylllg herself with her own
hand, not only" boars out of the forest wasting her, and wild beasts
of the field devouring her," but enemies in the bosom of the Church
making themselves "famous for lifting up axes and ha=ers, to
break down the carved work" of her doctrine, discipline, and government, remember the Lord hath said, that" When He builds up Zion,
He will appear in His glory"; and that" Upon all the glory there
shall be a defence"; that, "At evening time it shall be light" ;
that the darkest part of the night may usher in the morning star of a
Reformation in spite of hell: for I would incline gladly to hope God
will not leave Scotland, though we have left Him. He took infeftment
by Solemn National Covenant six times: and He hath had martyrs
for His Kingly office, that have asserted His royal prerogatives at
the expense of their blood: therefore, let us apply that word, "He
will arise and have mercy on Zion." Hath He said so 1 Then, oh,
take Him at His word, saying, "Lord, do as Thou hast said."
But is there any word for a poor creature that is in bondage through
fear of death 1 If I have run with the footmen, and they have
wearied me; then how can I contend with horses ~ And if in the
land of peace, wherein I trusted, they wearied me; then, what will
I do in the swelling of Jordan 1 I tremble to meet with the Eng of
terrors. Why ~ He hath said (Hos. xiii. H), "I will ransom them
from the power of the grave; I will redeem them from death: 0
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death, I will be thy plagues; 0 grave, I \I'ilI he thy destruction."
Death shall jhe swallowed up in victory.
Plead t.hen, that He would
do as He hath said.
(To be continued.)

"I WILL HELP THEE."
men of J abesh-Gilead, we are told, were" glad" when the message
from Saul reached them, "To-morrow, by that time the sun be hot.
ye shall have help." Their new king did not disappoint them, and
before" to-morrow" was over, there was destruction to the Ammonites
and" great rejoicing" to Israel.
God promises to His spiritual Israelite, " Fear not; I will help thee."
He does not say when; it is sure to be "to-day." With Him there
is no night-the sleeping and the waking hours of His family are alike.
Yesterday He wrought all for them; to-day He works all in them;
to-morrow they shall rest with Him. It was the" worm" J acob He
used to help, and we can follow him all his life long, helped by " God's
host," helped by the Angel of the Covenant HimseU, helped by an
Egyptian "wagon." When He undertook the help of one whom
He called a worm, did not God signify that the whole power was His;
that there was no partnership or co-operation in the creature 1 There
could be "none Ivith Him," when He turned the heart of Esau from
hatred to love; but the groaning confession " I fear him" must be
answered.
In the case of the man whose son had a" dumb spirit," as recorded
by St. Mark, it comes out very 11essedly that all the power is the
Lord's. "I spake to Thy disciples," said the poor father, "that they
should cast him out; and they could not. . . . But if Thou canst
do any thing, have compassion on us, and help us." What then
needed" the Lord, and Giver of life" qut to speak the word only 1
The father had proved" Vain is the help of man"; he knew also
his own insufficiency-" Help Thou mine Ullbelief." The prayer
itself was of the Lord's giving, t.he answer sure; and when He gives
His heaven-born faith there can be no more doubting. "Lord, help
me," said the poor woman, and she knew certainly that she could not
help Him. "0 Lord, I am oppressed," said Hezekiah, "tmdertake
for me," and the answer was above all he had thought, though, it
may be, not above all that he had asked. He" rideth upon the heaven
in thy help"; will destroy a hundred and eighty-five thousand in a
night; or will keep a prophet alive with a meal at a time. "He saw
that there was no man, and wondered that there was no intercessor;
therefore His arm brought salvation " from death, from sin, and
from hell. "Saved with a great deliverauce, or holpen "ith a
little help," they have continued till this day.
The help which the children of God render to each other is a different
thing, but is no less of Him Who sets the solitary in families and says,
THE
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"It is not good that the man should be alone." It is according to
His" not grievous" commandments that they" pray one for another,"
" consider one another," "bear one another's burdens." Paul speaks
of "fellow-helpers" of his joy. He salutes Urbane, a "helper in
Christ"; he commends Phebe, "a succourer of many "-himself
among them-and asks that she may be assisted. "Beloved," said
John-and he addressed one of whom we know nothing but the name"thou doest faithfully whatsoever thou doest to the brethren, and to
strangers. . . . We ought to receive such, that we might be fellowhelpers to the truth." It is a sweet dispensation. It is of Him and
by Him, and it returns to Him, for the fact remains with each that
whether with or without means, " The Lord is my helper."
A dear child of God on whom the hand of the Lord lay heavy in
affliction, sought relief one late spring evening by taking a walk into
the fields not far from her home. Her soul was bowed down greatly,
for, as the Lord says, she was being led in paths that she had not
known. Deep down in her heart was the hope, more than sure, that
she should yet praise Him, but for the time being the waves almost
went over her head. While she thought on these things and her melted
soul poured itself out to God, she gathered of the flowers that beautified
the place. Very soon-for the abundance was His-her hand was
full, and she plucked a long blade of grass to tie them together. But
it snapped, and another also was useless, so she was just turning
away when she saw, at her feet, a piece of string of the very length
and thickness she wanted. She picked it up, bound the flowers
together, and went home. She kept the st.ring-at least for a while;
it had come to her from heaven, from the God of the valleys, from
the God of all comfort. In due season she was joining with the
Psahnist, "Bless the Lord, 0 my soul: and all that is within me,
bless His holy Name. . . . Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; Who
healeth all thy diseases; Who redeemeth thy life trom destruction;
Who crowneth thee with lovingkindness and tender mercies." And
before she went Home, she gathered from the fields of His providence,
from the greener fields of His grace, many a handful of His own hand's
planting. The grass withered, the flowers faded, but the sure word
of promise, "I will help thee," endured for ever.
FOLLOWER-ON.
" WATCH."
AN EXTRACT FROM "PRINCIPALITIES AND POWERS IN HEAVENLY
PLACES." By" CHARLOTTE ELIZAllETH."
" WATG\I and pray, that ye enter not into temptation," said our
blessed Lord. Against what were they to watch 1 He had apprized
them long before, when He had taught them to pray, "Lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from the Evil One," and had also put
into their mouths a plea for being thus guarded, thus delivered:
" FOR Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory for ever."

The Gospel Magazine

683

The Evil One seeks to usurp God's kingdom within us, to stir us up
in resistance to His power, and by our rebellion, our ungrateful
unblushing scoru of His pure law, to tarnish the glory that rests upon
His Church. We pray that Satan may not succeed in so reducing us
into the robbery of God; we pray to be delivered from his wiles;
and our prayer is accepted, if it be offered up in sincerity, the heart
accompanying the lips, and with a willingness on our part to watch
against the approach of that from which we have prayed to be
preserved.
When the Christian in pursuit of his lawful calling, finds himself
entering those ways where the ungodly take counsel and sinners walk
and scoruers fix their seat, he knows that he must watcb, and he feels
that he must pray. Temptation will surely then assail him; the
lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the pride of life, will each
find its suitable incitement prepared; the fear of man will bring one
snare, the love of man another; and he has no difficulty in realizing
the presiding presence of Satan and his angels in the haunts of mammon,
or among the splendours of earthly pomp, or where the contending
parties strive for mastery in the field of worldly distinction. He
does not love such scenes, but duty calls him into them, and he goes
softly, humbled in spirit, wary in mind, taking heed lest in the abundance of stumbling-blocks he should fall. Thus the six days of labour
pass, and how joyfnl is the Sabbath dawn, releasing him from such
necessary exposure to temptation. He thinks, perhaps, with a sigh
of compassionate sorrow, of those who, turning the grace of God into
licentiousness, "ill certainly keep a Sabbath to Satan, and use the day
of release from worldly business as an especial opportunity for sinning
greedily in other ways than those of covetousness and strife; but he
goes himself to the house of prayer, under a delightful conv.iction
that in seeking the sanctuary of God he flies from the presence cf all
his foes.
And so he does; but alas! God has as yet no sanctuary on earth
into which those foes can not enter. There is nothing in consecrated
walls to repel them, nor is the most devotional frame of mind that
man can bring himself into a safeguard against their near approach.
Rather does our consciousness of being on hallowed ground, and its
attendant feeling of security, encourage the wily foe to do his boldest
and his worst; and thus where two or three are gathered together
with Christ Himself in the midst, there stands Satan, or some trusty
emissary of his, at their right hand to resist them. We are not left
to conjecture whether it is so or not; our Lord distinctly expresses
it when explaining the parable of the sower: "Then cometh the
devil, and taketh away the word out of their hearts, lest they should
believe and be saved" (Luke viii. 12). This indeed refers to a case
where no true faith exists; but it proves that when the Word is
preached; Satan is at hand to render it of no effect; and where is the
Christian who has never realized the presence even in the hour of
real communion with God, of something over which he has had to
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mourn as being sadly opposed to that perfect spirituality 01 mind,
that joy and peace in believing, which he knows he ought to attain
unto 1
We do not rightly estimate the enormous power of the enemy at
those times and in those places where he may be considered as suffering
an effectual check. A man may" know the plague of his own heart,"
but he will gain very little in his efforts to subdue it if he thinks he
has that alone to strive against. It is the devil whom we are told
to resist, and if half the prayers that we put up against the evil of
our nature were directed against him, personally, and by name, we
should soon experience a relief that is now more hardly and more
partially obtained. Inquiry into the character and extent of Satanic
power, however successful, is nothing without a vigorous application
of the knowledge gained to our individual case; it is to reconnoitre
an enemy whom we do not intend to fight, and who laughs at the
pointing of our telescopes if not followed up by the pointing of our
guns.
There are some who will be constrained to acknowledge that the
surest signal for distress and annoyance in every shape is the attempt
to commence or to prosecute some really good work: that as long as
they give their attention to comparative trifles, or occupy themselves
in a way productive of no particular advantage in spiritual things
to themselves or others, they go on with tolerable ease and comfort ;
but let them attempt an aggressive movement on the Lord's side,
and everything is against them. There is no hindrance so great or
so trivial, from the fracture of a limb to the mislaying or soiling of
a sheet of paper, but it crosses their path; no suggestion, from that
which leads to most sinful angel' or rebellious murmuring or dishonouring doubt of God's faithfulness, down to the silliest fancy that can
attract the moment's thought, but it will come in their way. Persons
whose habits are the most studious, and whose thoughts need to be
more especially abstracted from the passing events of the hour, will
find in domestic confusion, the ailmeuts of a family, the perverseness
of servants, and the unreasonable encroachments of friends, sufficient
to render their progress all but impossible; and perhaps in the midst
of such opposition as it seems bootless to contend against, they are
conscious of a tendency within towards that impious murmur, "It
is vain to serve God."
In such a case we pray for patience; it is well, for, "Ye have need
of patience." We ask more faith; it is better still, for " All things
are possible to him that believeth." We resolve to persevere through
every obstruction that can encumber our path; and that is also meet
and right and our bounden duty, "for in due season we shall reap
if we faint not." But what a relief should we often experience, what
freedom in our onward course, by one fervent, believing, understanding
aspiration in those appointed words, " Deliver us from the Evil One" !
One of the important uses of watchfulness combined with prayer,
is to ascertain what form of supplication is most acceptable before
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the Lord. Now Satan is the personal enemy of Christ in a sense
and to an extent that can be applied to no other. He is at once the
originator, the director, and leader of every species of rebellion in
heaven and earth. When the Son of God took our nature upon Him,
and became in fashion as a man, Satan opposed Him to His face,
tempted, insulted, and finally used to the utmost his permitted power,
instigating the treachery of Judas, the malignity of the Jews, and
the cruelty of the Romans. Throughout the whole narrative of our
Lord's suffering sojourn we trace this accursed spirit, not only in his
deeds, but by name; and surely it behoves us to remember this,
and to put honour upon Him Who came to destroy the works of
the devil, by continually seeking His all-snfficient help against the
conquered but still mighty and dangerous adversary.
It is when we would draw nigh to God with an earnest appeal against
Satan, or persuade others so to do, that we find ourselves most furiously
resisted in the outset, most truly set at liberty in the end. It is when
we resolve to fight neither with small nor great, but only against him
who is the king of the infernal hosts, that he will be discomfited and
his legions thrown into confusion. Not that evil in every shape ought
not to be most steadfastly resisted, but he who is pointed out to us
by that significant appellation, "your adversary the devil," is surely
to be singled from the throng of which he is the head, and all who act
in subordination to him.
All God's people undergo temptation; though not at all times,
yet so very h-equently and in so many different forms that the presence
of an evil influence must be almost continual, and the power of
suggesting sinful or foolish imaginations must be widely possessed
and exercised among the tempters. The mind has an eye, and before
that eye pictures are held, sometimes even consisting of the most
ordinary concerns of daily life, accompanied with suggestions of an
anxious, irritating, covetous, or other evil character, while the Christian
is earnestly labouring after a composed spirit and a collected mind
for the service of the sanctuary. Whatever may be his usual occupations, his favourite studies, his prevailing wishes, these are so made
use of as to oppose a bar between him and the simply devotional
frame for which he longs, often intermixed with distressing doubts,
vain speculations, and presumptuous reasonings connected with the
very duty he is engaged in. What a terrible display should we behold
if the mist were suddenly dispelled, and our eyes opened to discern
those devils at their work in the midst of a congregation who probably
consider themselves safely housed from any such intruders, and are
therefore deficient in watchfulness against them! One perchance
is in the pew, suggesting to the hearer disparaging thoughts of the
minister, telling him that such a style of preaching is not calculated
to profit him, and that he should seek elsewhere an instructor better
suited to his case; while another in the pulpit whispers to the preacher
that he is not in his proper sphere-he has reaped too little huit of
his labour there to have any warrant for thinking it his destined place
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of usefulness; and thus the tie on both sides is weakened, and the
enemy snatches away even from the renewed heart, many a precious
grain of Gospel seed, calculated to increase sixty- or a hundred-fold
if rightly received and prayerfully retained. And thus he breaks
many a tie that would prove a mutual blessing, inducing a wavering
mind and restless habits, often leading the humble zealous pastor
eventually into some snare of popularity, some sphere where personal
vanity is gratified at the expense of spiritual-mindedness; and he
who began by desiring to know nothing but Jesus Christ and Him
crucified, ends by preaching himself, and not Christ Jesus.
" Watch": for wherever God has given a command or recorded
a warning there will Satan be at work. It would be endless to follow
out the customary plans of those against whom we must watch and
pray: the sure way to do so effectually is to bear in mind that the
Bible is Satan's directory, since it shows what God would have His
servants to do and to be; and to lead them into paths directly contrary to that revealed will, so that they may grieve the Holy Spirit,
and provoke the Lord to leave them to themselves-which is indeed
to leave them to Satan-is the main object of the malignant adversary.
(To be continued.)

HARVEST THANKSGIVING.
.. Thou crownest the year with Thy goodness.. and Thy paths drop
fatness. "-PSALM !xv. n.

ONE of the devices of this present day of departure from the simplicity
and spirituality of Gospel worship consists in bringing into a place
dedicated to the worship of God various fruits of the earth, and placing
them in prominent positions to catch the eye of the professed
worshipper. But where, we ask those who fall in with such devices,
is there any warrant for it? There is no warrant whatever for it in
the Word of God; not a word, or thought, or hint is there for this
in the New Testament; on the contrary (see John iv. 23; Phi!. iii.
3). And as the whole ritual of the Mosaic economy was fulfilled in
and abolished by the death of Christ, to go back to any of it with
a view to serve God or please Him in the matter of obedience to His
will as revealed in the present Gospel dispensation, is to deny that
Christ is come in the flesh, and so is anti-Christ. Of Cain we read:
"Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an offering unto the Lord.
But unto Cain and to his offering He had not respect." Nor has He
to those who in these days of apostasy to popery, set up crosses in,
and bring of the fruits of the ground into, the buildings dedicated
to His spiritual worship. Whenever and wherever this is done,
spiritual worship is at once banished the place, and will-worship and
the commandments of men are substituted. "God is a Spirit; and
they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth."
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But there is such a thing as genuine heartfelt thanksgiving-to God
for an ahundant harvest, which is acceptable to Him. He is Himself
the glorious Giver of this gratitude and thanksgiving. He knows
who are in possession of it, and whether it be exercised in the field or
on the highway, in the home or in His earthly courts, He receives
it as part of the reverence due unto His great Name. Ai; when Paul
testified to the men of Lystra, saying, " Sirs, why do ye these things?
We also are men of like passions with you, and preach unto you that
ye should turn from these vanities "-as to-day setting up crosses
and bringing in of fruits-" unto the living God, Which made heaven,
and earth, and the sea, and all things that are therein: Who in times
past suffered all nations to walk in their own ways. Nevertheless
He lef& not Himself without witness, in that He did good, and gave
us rain from heaven, and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with food
and gladness" (Acts xiv. 15-17). And again, "in the midst of Mars
Hill ": "God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that
He is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with
hands; neither is worshipped with men's hands, as though He needed
any thing, seeing He giveth to all life, and breath, and all things."
Ai; these devices of material will-worship have iucreased among
us as a nation of late years, so in like proportion has there been a
declension of that spiritual worship which has for its foundation and
substance the doctrines of grace and the faithful preaching of the
pure Word of God, and which alone is acceptable to Him.
But He never leaves Himself without witnesses. He has to-day
on the earth" sons of God by blest adoption," who turn away from
all these modern devices in material will-worship, as He had in the
days of Daniel's companions. His witnesses never could, and they
never will, countenance such things. They are a seed to serve Him
in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation. They worship
God in the spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus as the Mediator of the
Covenant of grace, as having obtained eternal redemption for them,
and as being a perfect Saviour unto them. And God reckons them
a generation, the generation that fears Him. If at any time they
meet in twos or threes to give thanks to His Name for" mercies countless as the sand" or for an abundant harvest, He will bend His ear
to their song of praise :" So Thou the year most liberally
Dost with Thy goodness crown;
And all Thy paths abundantly
On us drop fatness down."
These see their all, for present need and for future felicity, in the
promises of God in Christ; and so seeing by faith, they joy before
God according to the joy in harvest and as men rejoice when they
divide the spoil. This only, and by the grace of God, is true Harvest
Thanksgiving.
Birkenhead.

G. A.
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TOUR IN THE HOLY LAND.
By THE LATE REV. CHARLES B. SNEPP, LL.M., VICAR OF PERRY BARR,
BIRMINGHAM.
(Continued from page 630.)
SOON after the lessons had been said, and the school boxes collected,
I was asked to give the address. I spoke to them of Jesus, and then a
little about some of our own dear children and their schools. They
seemed very attentive, and some of the elder ones came up afterwards
and spoke so nicely; one of the blind class also came up, and after a
few words entreated me to think of the poor blind and do what I could
on their behalf. If any reader of this Tour will kindly spare a small
contribution I will gladly send it to Dr. Jessop for them. They need
help, and it "ill be a great encouragement and comfort to them. One
of the teachers at the close of the school prayed for me, in Arabic, and
aft~r I had left I could hear their voices sweetly singiug hymns of
praIse.
I was much impressed with all I saw and heard, and truly thankful
to find so great a work being carried on for the Lord in these distant
parts. Doubtless a bright crown of glory awaits that dear and faithful
servant of the Lord Jesus. Every conceivable plan of evangelization seems to be carried on, and among them a very pretty pictorial
magazine for the children in Arabic; and as I afterwards heard, one of
~he staff was taking down notes of my address, for the next monthly
Illsue.
The Sunday-school consisted of 35 classes, and 333 children, adults,
and teachers. Bibles had been lately given to 156 who had learnt
" The Assembly's Catechism." The" Bartinreus" class for the blind
was very touching.
Visited the Prussian Deaconess' Home for Orphans. It contains
130 children who are educated, fed, and clothed, and taught to sew,
cook, and keep house. It is a perfect model for order and cleanliness,
etc. The Lady Superintendent is a most amiable and devoted Christian,
and may well win the hearts of all around her.
There is, I believe, another and higher branch for the education of
the daughters of foreign residents and such natives as are willing and
able to pay for it. French, English, German, and Italian are taught.
There is also a Syrian Protestant College, with Medical Hall and
Observatory.
Beyrout is undoubtedly the commercial capital of the north, and
manifests a spirit of enterprise and advancement far beyond any other
part of Syria. There is a great trade with Damascus on the east, and
through the Mediterranean on the west with Europe.
But the largest, and to us the most interesting, institutions in all
Beyrout are the Syrian Schools commenced by the devoted Mrs. Bowen
Thompson, and now carried on with enlarged operations by Mr. and
Mrs. Matt. They have 25 different schools dotted about Syria, under
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68 teachers, and 2000 scholars on the books; average attendance
over 1700.
Dinner at 6 p.m. By 7 p.m. Mr. Mott's carriage came to take me
to their chief institution, where I found a large gathering of people
assembled for Divine service. It was a noble room, and well filled; a
reading-desk with large Bible and Prayer Book on platform, with
harmonium, etc., etc., calling to mind dear old England. So I read
our beautiful Evening Service, and then preached to a most attentive
congregation, from Eph. i. 3-6. Many seemed deeply impressed, and
I felt the Spirit and power of the Lord were with us. After service
several very cheering little circumstances occurred. The young
people, instead of being tired, wanted to go on; they sang very sweetly
several things, especially" How beautiful upon the mountains," etc.,
etc. But I shall have more to write about these valuable schools after
my return from Damascus.
Monday morning, December 18th, 1876.-Beyrout. Got up 3 a.m.
Breakfast, 3.30. Left our hotel at 4 a.m., and started by diligence,
4.30, en route for Damascus. Rode outside on the top of the diligence. It was very dark at starting, but the morning star was perfectly
splendid, radiating like a lighthouse, and slowly rising over the dark
hills around. Three mules and three horses abreast took the diligence
along well. The great road, for 70 miles, is very good. It belongs to a
French company, who have obtained a firman from the Sultan as sole
possessors and proprietors for ninety years. It is a wonderful road
over the Great Lebanon and Anti-Lebanon; and the engineering skill
and the repairs of it are admirable. We seemed to ascend very gradually at first, though now and then some steep bits turned up.
About 7 o'clock the sun rose suddeuly upon us in all his glory, and
our party burst forth in singing the well-known morning hymn of
Bishop Ken, written about the year 1697.
Mr. J ames Rosendale, our dragoman, greatly interested us, in narrating striking anecdotes of his little boy, who died at the age of seven,
after a brief illness of a few days, and after showing for some few years
remarkable evidences of piety, and being made a great blessing to more
than one person.
As we were talking, two great wolves came darting across our path,
and gave us an opportunity of a somewhat close examination.
After driving for about seven hours we halted for lunch, and were
most hospitably entertained with omelette, mutton, game, and fruit.
Thus recruited, we again resumed onr long journey of fourteen hours.
A level plain was now before us of large eA"tent, presenting a great
contrast to the lofty rocks and mountains over which we had just
passed. Our mules and horses were replaced by fresh ones nearly
every hour. And now; after descending Lebanon and ent,ering upon
the plain, our six horses and mules set off full tear and kept up the
gallop for some miles till we reached the next relay. Sometimes we
got, them changed every hour and a half, and by putting the three
mules abreast, and then the three horses in the front, we managed to
44
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get on very cleverly; on one occasion a little bit of fun and a great
laugh arose, as one of the horses was rather spirited and mischievous
with his tail, and would not be coaxed into qmetness, whereupon the
driver got down, and with a cord fastened one end to the horse's tail
and the other end to the coach, thus completely preventing any further
pranks of switching and kicking; the obstreperous horse found it was
"no go," and so very discreetly gave it all up. We were the more
delighted at this, because we were then descending by a rather sharp
and steep curve, and it would have proved anything but agreeable to
meet with an "upset" just there especially.
Our two drivers were splendid fellows, knew well how to manage
their" coach and six," and by a capital arrangement, as their hands
got cold and stiff with driving over the great Lebanon, they changed
about, one acting as coachman, the other as conductor, alternately;
and I assure you we needed them both-yet it was a splendid road and
a fine piece of engineering. Over the Lebanon mounted guards kept
the road all along on fine horses, and very much after the character of
Bedouin warriors. The traffic over this great road is enormous, chiefly
to and from Damascus.
We constantly met heavy trains of baggage wagons, about eight or
ten of them together, with four mules to each. No person or conveyance is allowed to pass along this road without paying toll; and
sometimes you would see in the ravine below a lot of poor travellers
from the country, unable to afford the toll, and so wending their circuitous and arduous way along the old rough road of ancient days,
not venturing to trespass on the new, at least as long as in sight of the
mounted guards.
The range of mountains called Anti-Lebanon is by no means so fine
as "Lebanon" proper; and while in Anti-Lebanon we mainly go
through the series of gorges, in "Lebanon" we passed right over the
lofty range.
We became very wearied and tired with our long journey, and
reached the ancient and celebrated city of Damascus about 6 p.m.,
after nearly fourteen hours' drive. It was quite dark as we passed
through the gates, and we were very glad to hurry on to our hotel, the
only one in the city, kept by Dimitri, and called by his name. _
Our party had been lessened by sickness. Two of them remained
at Beyrout, unable to endure the fatigues of this long journey; while a
third, though enfeebled by dysentery, had resolutely summoned up all
his remaining strength for Damascus, and bravely conquered. Our
accommodation here was nothing like that of Beyrout; but the hotel
was perfectly oriental, and in character with the city: a fine open
court in the centre of our hotel, in which magnificent orange and lemon
trees were growing to perfection and full of fruit, and a large marble
fountain filled with questionable-looking water.
We rose about six next moruing, and started at 8.30 for a tour
through the narrow streets and splendid bazaars of this ancient city.
Donkeys were ordered for the invalids, etc., but with such saddles as
were only fit for men, so that the ladies had to be held on.
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Huwever, the ladies did full justice to their reputation; and, as
always, persevered and surmounted every difficulty. It was a long
but interesting ride through the city. We then passed through the
eastern gate, and round the city walls.
Leaving the eastern gate of Damascus, we soon reached a heap of
rubbish which for centuries formed the deposit for debris of old houses,
etc. Excavations have also shown it was the site of furnaces for
beautiful tiles, glazed, and richly coloured, and vessels of pottery
for which Damascus was celebrated. It is said the beautiful casing
of the grand mosque of Omar, at Jerusalem, was made here.
Farther on we examined the Christian cemetery. And just opposite
is the ancient tower and spot where tradition has located the scene of
St. Paul's escape from the city. See 2 Cor. xi. 33 : " Through a window
in a basket was I let down by the wall, and escaped."
By this tower is a gate which has been walled up for more than
700 years; and in front of it, shaded by walnut trees, is a small cupola,
covering a tomb said to be that of " George the porter," who aided
St. Paul in his escape and became a martyr in the cause. About
half a mile farther to the east is an open area, where it is supposed
that Saul was struck down to the earth before his conversion; "and
as he journeyed he came near to Damascus" (Acts ix. 3-8). The
Scripture history is deeply interesting, and I reco=end my readers
to peruse it again; for if my memory serves me rightly, it was the
careful and critical examination of Paul's conversion which induced a
former Lord Lyttleton to give up his sceptical views; and though he
was bending all his talents to attempt to overthrow Christianity,
he was compelled by the force of evidence to acknowledge he was
defeated. Henceforth, like St. Paul, he became a true believer in
that faith which he had vainly endeavoured to overthrow.
Let us now turn our steps towards the city, and re-enter by the
eastern gate. Here are the remains of a Roman portal and a II'loslem
tower, and from the top of the minaret is one of the most interesting
views of the city. Close here there commences a narrow street, which
runs westward as far as the eye can follow, among a labyrinth of
buildings; it is the" street called Straight." (See Acts ix. 11.) It
is not quite straight now, yet there is little doubt of its identity, for
the remains of bases of columns are still found there, and fragments of
shafts lying under the accumulated rubbish, all indicating the remains
of a truly noble street, extending in a straight line westward through
the city. Our party visited the supposed site of the house of Judas,
where Paul lodged, and where Ananias was sent to heal his blindness.
We then passed on to visit a branch day school, connected with
Mr. and Mrs. Mott's "British Syrian Schools." The girls here are
about 100; and some sang to us, in Arabic, "Safe in the arms of
Jesus." We inspected also the infant school branch, and some of
their exercises. The teacher's little boy repeated the 23rd Psalm
in Arabic so nicely w'ithout hesitation; and to see all these infants,
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with their little feet standing in big clogs, looked very primitive and
touching.
After this we visited two splendid houses of very wealthy Jews;
one representing the new style and the other the old style of decoration.
The rooms are very grand, the decorations and furniture costly;
and the open court is very fine, with a splendid marble fountain in
the centre. We ascended to the roof, and walking along we obtained
a good view of the interior of the city, but most of the houses looked
very poor. There are numerous and large bazaars, finer I presume
than in any other part of the world. They consist of long ranges
of open stalls, on each side of the narrow and covered streets. Every
trade has its own bazaar, and you may see a bearded, turbaned, and
robed figure squatting in the corner of the stall, as composedly as if
he had been placed there for show, like the piles of silk, or cotton,
or other goods, which rise up on each side. These bazaars are very
fine and interesting, especially some of them. There is the Mercers'
Bazaar; the Spice Bazaar; the Tobacco Bazaar; the Shoe Bazaar;
the Clog Bazaar; the Tailors' Bazaar; the Book Bazaar; the Saddlers'
Bazaar; the Silversmiths' Bazaar; and the Old Clo' Bazaar.
The bazaars are well stocked; Indian muslins, Manchester prints,
Persian carpets, Lyons silks, Damascus swords, Birmingham and
Sheffield goods, amber mouthpieces, antique china, Cashmere shawls,
Russian furs, French ribbons, Mocha coffee, Dutch sugar, leading to
or near each other. Those who have a taste for curiosities, such as
ancient arms and armour, etc., etc., ought to visit the Suk el Arw{ma
" Greek Bazaar." All the costumes of Asia may be here seen pushing
along the crowded thoroughfares, struggling with panniered donkeys
and strings of camels and mules.
The city of Damascus stands in a plain one and a half miles from
the base of Anti-Lebanon. The plain is said to be over 2500 feet
above the sea, and is covered with vegetation and foliage. Damascus
occupies one of those sites which Nature seems to have intended for
a perennial city. Its supply of water is unlimited, leading to sparkling
fountains in almost every decent dwelling.
The history of Damascus reaches back far into the past. J osephus
says it was founded by Uz, the son of Aram, whose family colonized
north-eastern Syria (Gen. x. 23). Certainly, in the days of Abraham,
about 2000 years before Christ, it was well known, from the saying of
Abraham, "The steward of my house is this Eliezer of Damascus"
(Gen. xv. 2). Long afterwards it became the rival of Israel, under
Hadad, king of Damascus.
The interesting account of the little Jewish maid, who was carried
captive to Damascus and waited on Naaman's wife, and the wonderful
cure of Naaman's leprosy, call to mind this ancient city.
We also read David conquered Damascus, and put garrisons there
and placed it under trihute (2 Sam. viii. 5, 6). It is interesting to
trace the fulfilment of the prophecies of Isaiah xvii. 1-3, and Amos i.
4, 5. Be sure refer to them.
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Colonies from Assyria were planted in the city, and it became a
dependency of a more powerful empire. For a thousand years it
could scarcely be said to have a separate history, though it flourished
as a commercial capital. See Ezek. xxvii. 18.
A century before the Christian era Damascus enjoyed once more
a semblance of royalty, when the kingdom of the Seleucidre was divided
between the two brothers Grypus and Cyzicenus, and the latter fixed
his residence in the city. In 64 B.C. it submitted to the Romans
under Pompey. St. Paul's statement in 2 Cor. xi. 32 has given rise
to some difficulties. But a few well-ascertained facts clear them all
up; and, instead of creating doubt, only serve, by undesigned coincidences, to prove the veracity of holy Scripture.
On the death of " Philip the tetrarch" (whose name is mentioned
in Luke iii. 1), those states were annexed to the Roman province of
Syria, bordering on the dominions of Herod Agrippa and on the
kingdom of Aretas. Herod was Aretas' son-in-law; but in consequence
of his guilty passion for his brother Philip's wife, he had divorced
the daughter of Aretas. Hence a war sprang up in which Herod was
worsted. The emperor Tiberius, hearing of the defeat of his friend
Herod, ordered Vitellius the pro-consul to march against Aretas,
and to bring him to Rome either alive or dead. In the meanwhile
the emperor died, and Aretas became the aggressor, and marching
across the plains of Gaulonitis seized Damascus!
Hence, through a remarkable chain of historic facts, we explain
the difficulties and trace the accuracies of St. Paul's statement in
2 Cor. xi. 32: "In Damascus the governor under Aretas the king
kept the city of the Damascenes with a garrison, desirous to apprehend
me." Then follows another interesting statement: "And through
a window in a basket was I let down by the wall, and escaped his
hands."
Christianity advanced rapidly in Damascus. Its Metropolitan
was present at the celebrated council of Nice, A.D. 325, with seven
of his suffragans. Seventy years after, the great temple was converted
into a Christian church, and for three centuries Christianity prevailed.
Afterwards, A.D. 634, Damascus fell into the hands of the Moslems,
who however allowed them to retain seven churches and half of the
cathedral, though the latter was soon appropriated wholly by the
Moslems.
A.D. 661, Damascus became the capital of the Mahometan empire,
and their warlike dynasty soon spread to the east and west, and along
the northern shores of Africa to the Atlantic, and on to Spain and
Europe. In the east their great conquests equally spread. The
Indus was crossed, and Hindustan overrun. The mountains of
Bokbra were penetrated, and settlements made in its glens and
uplands. (Thus we have the history of the many millions of Mussulmans
in India, now our own British subjects.) And thus did the ancient
city of Damascus become the capital of an empire, reaching from the
Himalayas to the Atlantic and embracing some of the fairest regions
of the world.
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But the Mahometau race were never fitted for furthering national
prosperity in times of peace. The profligacy and licentiousness which
their creed sanctions must ever be productive of both moral and
physical degeneracy. While Arab soldiers and their leaders were
stimulated by the excitement of the battlefield and the love of plunder,
their martial spirit and energy were retained. But conquests and
plunder can not last for ever; and when at home the unrestrained
passions of the Moslem drive him to vices which soon result in a
debilitated body and an enfeebled mind. Thus it has ever been.
Islam has prospered in the camp and the battlefield, for she was a
great scourge raised up by God to punish the nations, and to accomplish the fulfilment of prophecy. But after all this has passed, and
when the excitement of war is over, the vigour and power of the
Moslem are gone.
(To be continued.)

IN MEMORIAM.
IT is not my intention to write a full account of my late beloved sister,
Elizabeth Perry, but just to relate, as far as I can remember, how her
Covenant-keeping God helped her all through her long life, and blessed
her, while He used her for the help and edification of some of His own
dear children.
My sister was brought up by our honoured parents strictly under
the sound of the Truth, which appears to have found an entrance,
causing her to cleave to it in after years. In her younger days she
had a desire to be of some use in the world, and undertook to take
charge of the young children of military and naval officers stationed
in India who, with their wives, were leaving their little ones iu England.
Having herself a cultured mind and being a good linguist, Miss Perry
was able to train them in secular education; and, what is more
importaut, she sought to bring them up in the fear of the Lord. But
she has often remarked how few out of a large number have confessed
Him from their hearts: some have, however, and to the Lord alone
be all the glory. She was not without many cares at this time as
her connection increased, having also the childten of relatives and
other children under her supervision.'
'
All this responsibility was no doubt the means that the Lord took
to drive her again and again to the Throne of grace. Though she was
mauy years my senior, and therefore did not at that time converse
with me on spiritual matters otherwise than in the way of correction
and guidance, I remember her great distress, and that, too, of her
second sister (who soon after died in the Lord), concerning sins they
had committed against a holy God. It is now clear to me that the
Lord was at that time surely drawing them both from the world;
although my eldest sister was by her profession brought much in
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contact with worldly people. Yet the God of all grace kept her to
the sound of the Gospel, and she would walk miles with my dear father
to hear the Word of God preached faithfully. It was during this
period of her life, when one of her little charges was seriously ill, that
the Lord communed with her spirit through the whole of one night
and blessed her indeed. In looking back to this time in her later years,
she spoke in a lively manner to this effect: "It was like this-He
spoke to me, and I answered Him; and it went on all night. Many
Scriptures kept coming into my mind; I can not say now what they
were." The sweetness of it never departed from her memory. She
was indeed knit to the Lord, and could affirm that her sins were
pardoned and put away for ever.
Much of Miss Perry's leisure time was devoted to writing in Braill
to a dear friend who lost her sight when very young, with whom she
felt a kindred spirit. For thirty years they thus corresponded, writing
on the best subjects, Miss Perry copying out sermons and discourses
by old divines; and there is no doubt that a mutual blessing rested
on this work and labour of love. It was continued to within a few
years of her death, when her memory became deficient.
In the year 1889, after continuing to nurture and teach many
children, Miss Perry was advised by our elder brothers to retire from
her labours; and at the death of my own dear husband she made her
home with me, where she remained until the Lord took her to Himself.
About six years ago she had a very serious illness; indeed for many
days she was not expected to live. She signified at times that her
mind was in perfect peace. But notwithstanding her great age,
through mercy she regained health and strength once more; and a
gracious calmness followed, which evidently remained with her to
the end of her life. Again she was enabled to testify of the Lord's
first appearing to her, and of His mercy having followed her. She
would often say how indulgent the Lord had been to her all through
her life, and why was she singled out to learn of Him, when others did
not care to hear His name 1 She was still just as eager to go wherever
the Gospel was preached. Indeed during the last five or six years
nothing gave her any pleasure but to hear the good news of a crucified,
but now risen and ascended, Lord, Who ever liveth to listen to the
prayers of His loved and ransomed children. Only a few days before
she entered her eternal rest, she expressed her peaceful state, saying,
" I know Whom I have belie'vedi'-then she looked to me to finish the
verse, "and am persuaded that He is able to keep that which I have
committed unto Him against that day"; when a sweet smile lighted
up her face, and she added, " I have been asking the Lord to take me to
Himsel/." And He granted her request a few hours later, on Feb.
11th, 1913. She was in the 83rd year of her age. Her remains are
interred in Forest Hill Cemetery.
K. V.
[Reprinted from The Gospel Standard, by kind permission of the
Editor, Mr. J. K. Popham.]
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THE GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
(To the Editor 0/ the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.)
DEAR Sm,-Amid the many efforts put forth in the present day
none is more needed than the spreading of Gospel literature amongst
soldiers and sailors. "Feed the flock of God" is the word of the
Holy Spirit by Peter, and it is further stated that it is to be done" of
a ready mind." There is no doubt that every child of God should be
doing his best to scatter and help in the work of spreading spiritual
literature. The powers of this world are doing their utmost to put
books and magazines into the hands of people. This work of placing
the Truth of God in the hands of soldiers and sailors lies much on my
heart. They are often very lonely and greatly need our Christian
sympathy. The wideness of the field for thus sowing the good seed
is illustrated by the fact that soldiers and sailors are to be found
everywhere.
I could wish that more of the Lord's stewards would join us in our
glorious work. Many regular subscribers to the fund have been called
Home; will not others take their place and share in our joy 1 " Watch
therefore, for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come." Let us
watch, using all our opportunities. The love of many is growing cold;
knowledge is increasing on all hands; the time is short. What can
we do to spread the knowledge of Him Whom to know is life eternal 1
The following, just received from a Serjeant of Hussars, reveals the
need: "Your letter and packet of magazines to hand. It is very
kind of you to forward them. Very grateful thanks. Only this
evening I was asked by a brother if I had any books suitable for distribution, so I gave him half of what you sent, the remainder I hope to
use myself." These words cheer us forward in our efforts to spread
the Truth. It is said of the watchmen set upon the walls of Jerusalem
that they "shall never hold their peace day nor night." So it is
for us not to grow weary in well-doing, but to continue the" work of
faith, and labour of love, and patience of hope," and the gracious
promise shines out for our encouragement, "In due season we shall
reap, if we faint not."
Yours sincerely,
R. E. BRIDER.
6, STIRLING ROAD,
BATH ROAD, BRISTOL, Oct., 1913.
I WOULD exhort you to be so taught of the Lord, that in all things
you may glorify Him, depend upon Him, trust in Him; be taught
by Him so to number your days as to be always ready to obey Him in
all things; to the end that true wisdom may be exalted, and love
be made manifest in your spiritual life, your wallr, and death, and when
time shall be no more.-W_ P.
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THE CHURCH UNDER THE ALTAR.
A LECTURE DELIVERED BY THE LATE REV. S. A. WALKER, M.A.,
IN ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL, IN 1877.
(Concluded from page 638.)
OBSERVE, further, that those souls under the altar are represented
as wanting God to interfere for them at once, but He says, "No, I
will interfere, bnt not now." Why 1 Because there were others to
suffer, others to be gathered; and so God says to His people, You
must rest until your brethren in every generation, unto the end of
the world, are bronght in. There are multitndes of My people yet
to pass through this same ordeal of trial, trouble, anxiety, affliction,
persecution; and in this way they are to be educated, reared, and
disciplined for the eternal life which is provided for them. It is in
that way then that God brings up His children. It is often with
the rod, dear friends, and they require it, that God disciplines and
prepares them for the life to come. And then what a bright example
did they present, these men who suffered from these terrible persecutions! Why, their enemies were amazed at it. They could not
understand it; they could not understand how they could endure all
those terrible instruments of torture to which they were subjected.
We have no idea of the extent to which those sufferings were carried,
or of the various inventions for inflicting torture, and that were most
cruelly employed on those men; aye, and on tender women; aye, and
even on little children, to try and move them from the faith of the Gospel: but they would not be moved. No, under the most agonizing sufferings they clung to Jesus, and they cried in their agonies, " None but
Jesus." We know from the history of the martyrs in the time of the
Reformation, when the fires of Smithfield, and Oxford, aye, and of
Bristol, were kindled, and when men, hoary-headed men, young men,
and women, were cast into those fires; we know how they were told as
the fires were lighted that if they did not return to Popery, if they did
not apostatize, if they did not give up their Bible, if they did not
renounce the blessed truth that God had revealed to them in His Word,
they should be burnt to death in the flames, and we know that they
said, " No, cast us into the fires if you will, but we will never give up
Jesus"; and when they were tied to the stake, and when the flame
was applied to the faggots, and when those flames reached their limbs,
some of them leaped for joy, rubbed their hands in the flames, and
still cried out, " Jesus"; they cried to Him in their agonies, and found
comfort and encouragement even in the midst of the fires. I dare
say it ha~ often occurred to you, as to me, to ask-How could I have
borne all that 1 If those times should return, and men and women
are to be burnt if they will not renounce this faith in Jesus, are we
ready to endure it 1 The reply is this, "As thy days, so shall thy
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strength be" (Deut. xxxiii. 25). We do not want that strength and
that grace when we are not placed in those circumstances; but I
am sure of this, that if ever that terrible time of trial were to return,
and those fires were to be relighted, and if men, Christian men, and
women, were threatened with all these punishments if they would
not renounce Jesus, I am satisfied we should have the same blessed
evidence of grace, of faith, of power, and of decision for Christ,
exhibited in our days as in days past; because it all comes from God,
you know, and is not of man. Many of those men would in ordinary
circumstances have shrunk from putting their finger into a candle
flame, but when the time came that they were threatened with martyrdom by fire if they would not apostatize, they did not shrink in the
least, but rather rejoiced, because God gave them supernatural strength.
And so He would do again.
Those men cried to God, just like the woman in the parable who
cried to the unjust judge; and what did God say, through the Lord
Jesus Christ, on that occasion, " Shall not God avenge His own elect,
which cry day and night unto Him, though He bear long with them 1 "
(Luke xviii. 7.) Dear friends, it matters not what are our sufferings
for Christ in this world. All the better that we should suffer, and
should feel that we are Christ's people by incurring the hostility of
the world, by defying that world, and by getting that world to sneer
at us, hate us, and denounce us, and thus to feel that we have an
interest in that glorious cause which never could be accepted by the
world, but which was despised and hated, to prove that we are united
with Jesus, Who was despised and hated in this Satan-ruled world.
Let us remember this, that God has provided a crown for His victorious
people; that it is only those who fight and win the battle who shall
wear the crown. If there is no fighting there is no victory; and if
there is no victory there is no crown. If I settle down quietly with
my own Christianity, as I am afraid many people are satisfied with
doing, simply going to church or chapel on Sunday, and returning
to the world on Monday, contented with having spent an agreeable
and quiet day on Sunday, there is no fighting for Christ in this, there
is no sacrifice, no encounter with the world of Satan or sin, or with the
people of the world, and as there is no battle, so there is no victory.
I want you young men to come out and fight for Christ, to labour for
Christ. You say, What are we to do 1 Why, look at your city, look
at your streets, look at your alleys, look at places within your reach;
observe the druukenuess, the immorality, the wickedness, the vileness,
the depravity of every sort, men and women in thousands ignorant
of the very existence of the Lord Jesus Christ. Have you ever spoken
to them, sought to enlighten them; have you ever come into contact
with the devil in those localities where sin, and ignorance, and everything
anti-Christian and abominable, is to be found 1 Have you ever
attacked it 1 Is your Christian part only to pass from your house to
church, from church to your house, and from your house to your
office, or counting-house, or shop; is that a Christian's part 1 You
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do not encounter any difficulty there, you encounter no enemies
there, no one that will interfere with you; all is easy. But, observe,
there is no fighting, and consequently there is no victory. Be assured
of it the days are coming when we must fight. The enemy is coming
amongst us, boasting what he will do. There is Popery still rampant
in the world; Popery in our church, Popery everywhere; and it is
marvellous to think that people take it so easily. They talk about
it, smile at it, say, What will it come to 1 and then they go to business
quite satisfied to let things go on. They go and read their Bibles
and profess to be much edified thereby. They ask what is to be
done; what this judge has decided; what that bishop has said 1
But that is not fighting the battle; that is not entering into the great
work of contending earnestly for the faith once for all delivered to
the saints (Jude 3). God will stir us up. A great battle, a mighty
conflict, is coming; and those who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ
will, without doubt, be tried in the furnace of affliction.
It was said to these martyrs that they should rest a little while,
until their brethren witnessing for Jesus in suffering and sorrow should
be gathered in. And so, year by year, generation after generation,
they are being brought in; and when the whole body is brought in,
the Church under the altar will be in a different position. It will
not always be under the altar, crying for relief. We are told by
anticipation that white robes were given to everyone of the members,
who, in that accepted condition, will rest until their fellow-servants
shall arrive, and then the destiny of the Church shall be fulfilled.
We are told that, being thus clothed in white, they shall come forth
by and by, and stand before the throne of God, having crowns upon
their heads, palm branches in their hands, and every ensign of victory
about them; and there shall they shout with joy, and in the exultation
of their hearts, concerning the glorious victory that they have achieved;
they will sing a song of praise unto the Lamb, That "loved them,
and gave Himself for them" (Gal. ii. 20), and glorify Him for ever.
Then an admiring world-yea, an admiring universe-will look on and
see those men, women, and children, in their white robes, and with
their palms of victory, and they will ask, Who are these so gloriously
apparelled, and whence came they 1 And then there will be the response,
" These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed
their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore
are they before the throne of God, and serve Him day and
night in His temple; and He that sitteth on the throne shall dwell
among them. They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more;
neither shall the sun light on them, nor any heat. For the Lamb
Which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead
them unto living fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all
tears from their eyes" (Rev. vii. 14-17).
Here is a glorious triumph for God's people. They have their
sorro\vs, but they have their abundant consolation. They suffer
for Christ, but He knows all, and will help them. Yes, dear friends,
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your sufferings are before Him Who sees all things. The time of
triumph is coming, the time of God's vengeance is coming, the time
for God's judging the world is coming. And when Jesus, for Whom
you are now contending and suffering, comes do\Vll to take in hand
His own cause, and gather in His own people, when He Himself is
crowned, and when they are crowned, they will know from the glory
into which they are admitted that it was not from any lack of love
that He allowed them to suffer, that it was not because His heart did
not beat responsive to their prayers and petitions that they were
kept waiting-it was because the time had not come. And then they
will say, " Oh, yes, it was good we were kept waiting, it was right that
our prayers were not granted at the time; we were ignorant. shortsighted creatures; "e should have left it all to Jesus Who knew what
was right, good, and agreeable to His own glory and the interests of
His people. Now here we are all assembled in His presence; His
Church is robed in white, complete in her beauty, complete in her
holiness, complete in her glory, complete in all the attributes with
which God has endowed her; not a member of His family wanting,
not a single object of His love missing." In that glorious day they
come from the east, they come from the west, they come from the
north, they come from the south; they come from this church and
that church, and from this rank and that; some great and some
small, some rich and some poor, some ignorant and some learnedhere all are with Christ; all whose sins were worthy of God's severest
condemnation, now all pardoned, done away in Christ. How helpless
they once were, subject to Satan and his wiles, his snares and temptations, with no power to resist evil or contend against the enemy;
but God interfered in their behalf, and sent His dear Son to rescue
them, by His death and resurrection. And so they gather from every
quarter, and God will lead them as their Shepherd into the pasture
and into the heavenly sheepfold, where they will dwell with Him in
glory throughout a blessed eternity.
That is what is meant, dear friends, by the Church under the altar.
It is a Church waiting for the glory to which Christ has entitled it ;
sorrowing, suffering now, but in full assurance of a glorious resurrection
to eternal life through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. You see
God's reason for His present providences. You see how it is with
God's people. Their part in this world is not a flowery part. There
is no attractive earthly prospect for them. Carnally-minded men
want something attractive in Christianity. To the natural eye the
religion of Jesus can present no attraction: to the spiritual eye the
same religion is full of beauty. To the one eye it is a very bald, dull,
and lifeless thing indeed; and therefore people in general say they
do not like religion, because it is so sad and gloomy: but to the real
Christian it is nothing of the kind-there is no gloominess, but joy
and peace. There is gloom about the things of this world-its disappointments, sorrow, sickness, and death; its bereavements, losses,
and all that. There is plenty of sorrow in earthly things; but there
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is no sorrow in Jesus. He has endured the sorrow, and left the joy
for His people. He has drunk the bitter cup, and left one that is all
sweetness for them. He has had the sword plunged into His bosom,
there is no sword for them. If you proclaim to men that Christianity
is something painful and depressing, and they must bow down their
heads under its weight, and that they must groan, and weep, and
tremble, to satisfy God's demands, you may be satisfied that that
is not preaching the Word of God, but the word of Satan. That is
not God's way of setting forth the character of His work in Christ.
God's message proclaims glad tidings, and awakens holy joy. It
tells God's people to lift up their heads, and not bow them down;
to rejoice evermore, looking to Jesus as their Friend and Saviour,
and believe that He has chased away sorrow from them for ever;
to enter with boldness into the presence of J ehovah, and believe that
they are fully accepted there. May God give us grace to believe these
things. The time is very short. I feel it shortening-shortening
every day. Oh, it is a blessing to feel that the Lord is our God, to
know that He has saved us from that condemnation that we have
deserved; so that, instead of anticipating the judgment of a terrible
Being Whom we have offended, we are permitted to believe that the
arms of a gracious Father are open to receive us, and that "there
is now no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus" (Rom. viii.
1). May God the Holy Ghost bless what has been said. May God
send you on your way to think of this. I pray that if this night there
is a poor wandering one here who has been walking in darkness hitherto,
and could see no light, and who has known nothing of Him Who is
the light, and who has been exercising all sorts of enmity towards God,
because he did not know His love, or the beauty of Jesus, and all
those glorious things that God has prepared for His people, that God
may open his eyes, and touch the heart of that poor wandering one.
May He lead him to the feet of Jesus; show him that he has been
contending against the sinner's best Friend; and that, in accepting
Satan as his instructor and guide, he has been taking part with our
Lord's murderer, whose business is murder, and who will murder him,
soul and body, unless he finds refuge in Jesus, Who is "the way, the
truth, and the life."
You see, dear friends, that the souls under the altar were not looking
to their churchmanship for deliverance from persecution and suffering,
nor was it because they were good churchmen that they were promised
deliverance. They were in union with Christ, under His altar, to
which they had fled for refuge; and it was in virtue of that altar,
and the sacrifice offered thereon "once for all," that they looked
forward to God's acknowledgment of them as His witnesses, and the
heirs of His beloved Son's throne and glory. May He enable us by
the power of the Holy Ghost still to labour and suffer, if need be,
for Jesus, that we may have part with all His witnessing people in
His kingdom when He comes; and may the Triune Jehovah have all
the glory, for Christ's sake. Amen.
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
[By THE SOCIETY'S SECRETARY.]

THE Convener of the Clifton Conference kindly allotted the Society
a place at the afternoon meeting on Wednesday, October 8th. Mr.
N. Strickland presided, and the Secretary gave an address upon the
work, making reference to past and present helpers and to the basis
and character of the widespread operations of the Institution, and
giving several interesting illustrations from the life-histories of some
of the recipients. On Friday, November 7th, the Autumn Meeting
and Sale of Work will be held at the Hornsey Rise Home, at 3.0 o'clock.
Tea will be provided at 5.0 o'clock, at 6d. each, and in the evening at
6.30, the Rev. J. M. Glubb, M.A., Vicar of Gerrards Cross, will preach
a sermon. The attendance of all friends is cordially invited.
The Croydon Auxiliary will hold meetings in the Mint Walk Hall,
on Tuesday, November 11th, when sermons will be preached by Mr.
J. K. Popham, and tea will be provided. The valued help given by
Mr. W. Brooke, Pastor of West Street Chapel, and by Miss Loosley,
our Local Hon. Secretary, is indeed appreciated by the Committee.
The Secretary has advocated the claims of the Society at Coinbrook,
Devizes, and other places. The collections made have been of great
help, and it is hoped that many more churches will recognize the urgent
needs of the Institution.
The Brighton Auxiliary held its Anniversary on October 14th, in
the Royal Pavilion, under the presidency of Mr. Samuel Hannington,
J.P. The Rev. W. T. Turpin, M.A. and other friends gave excellent
addresses, and the ladies kindly conducted their usual Sale of Work.
Friends from various parts of Sussex were present, and the occasion
was one of hearty Christian co=union.
Among the Pensioners recently nominated are K. C., of Devon,
blind, deaf, and paralysed, but beautifully submissive under her
affliction and able to testify to the grace and goodness of her God;
M. M., whose mother, aged 84, in Salop, has long been a Pensioner.
The daughter is 62; her health is failing and she is now an inmate
of one of our Homes. She says: "I have never had such a home,
to call my own, all my life, for I left our cottage in the country to
seek my own living when quite a little girl, and God in His goodness
and mercy has kept me all through, and has now done for me more
than I could ever have asked or thought. I have had several of the
subscribers to see me since I have been here, and they are delighted.
My mother still lives, but is very helpless"; E. S., aged 65, of Wilts, the
widow of a Pensioner, and now a recipient, who writes: "For fourteen
years and five months my husband was not able to earn anything,
and for part of the time there were three of us to keep, for my daughter,
since dead, lived with us. The Society's Pension kept us from the
workhouse; the Lord be praised! Often have I heard my husband
sing to help him to bear his pain." Not a few have striven till strength
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out a living by letting, charing, nursing, and needlework,
by the various trades they had pursued.
believers are God's recipients, and have a warrant from
receive the revenue of our offerings in the King's Name.
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A MONTHLY RECORD
ONE of the most important events of the past month was the Jubilee
meeting of the Clifton Conference, which was held at the Victoria
Rooms, Clilton. This historic gathering was convened for seventeen
years by the late Rev. S. A. Walker, Rector of St. Mary-le-port, Bristol.
His successor (the Rev. James Ormiston) has been privileged, in the
providence of God, to convene the Conference for the long period of
thirty-three years. Many felt that he had been specially strengthened
for the occasion, and that he was looking better than he did twelve
months ago. Many of the speakers warmly congratulated the Convener, not only in reference to the Jubilee of the Conference, but also
in reference to his own Jubilee of ministerial work in the Lord's vineyard. The subject of the Conference was" The Coming of the Lord
Draweth Nigh," and much helpful and weighty teaching was given.
One of the speakers recalled that he was present at the first of the fifty
meetings. Many friends, however, from different parts of the country,
were prevented by illness from attending, and their familiar faces were
much missed. A very helpful Conference Sermon was preached by
the Rev. J. M. Sangar at the special service at St. Mary-le-port Church,
Bristol, and a very large number subsequently gathered round the Lord's
Table, and called to mind the dying love of their Lord and Saviour.
Appalling disasters are following one another in quick succession as
we go to press. On Monday morning, Oct. 13th, the newspapers
announced that the VolturrU>, an emigrant liner, sailing from Rotterdam to New York, had caught fire in mid-Atlantic on the previous
Thursday. In response to wireless messages a large fleet of ten liners
came to the rescue, but owing to the fierce storm which was raging,
those on board were helpless to render any material assistance until
the following morning. It is estimated that 136 lives were lost, mostly
through the storm which wrecked and smashed many of the small boats
which were lowered.
An appalling mine disaster at Senghenydd, near Cardiff, was reported
two days later (Oct. 15th), by which it is feared more than 400 have
perished. And now (Oct. 16th) we read of a railway collision at Liverpool, through which six persons were killed and twenty-three were
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injured. Surely, God is speaking by these solemn events, and saying,
" Be still, and know that I am God: I will be exalted among the
heathen, I will be exalted in the earth."
We cordially wish much happiness to Prince Arthur of Connaught
and the Duchess of Fife, who were married at the Chapel Royal,
St James's, on Wednesday, Oct. 15th.
Sir Dyce Duckworth, Consulting Physician at St. Bartholomew's
Hospital, has written the following timely protest against the Biblical
play, "Joseph and his Brethren," which has recently been produced
at His Majesty's Theatre :-" I shall be grateful to be afforded space
in your columns to express how much I am grieved by the accounts
of this play which has just been produced. It is to me inconceivable
how such a work could pass the censorship of the Lord Chamberlain.
If it is permitted to continue, I can only regard such a licence as a
further indication, amongst many, of a decay in our national character,
and forming a dangerous setback to the reverence and respect due
to the Book which, whatever interpretations modern research may
have given to parts of it, is still, and has long been, the guide and
comfort of the best .lives that we have known in this world. I hope
the Church \vill not keep silence on this matter, which I regard in the
light of a national disgrace, only too likely to entail far-reaching
harmful consequences to the character which Britons have hitherto
had for decency and sobriety of conduct."
We heartily endorse the following remarks in reference to Church
Congresses, which appeared in a leading article in a recent issue of the
English Churchman :-" Time after time the advisability and advantage
of holding Church Congresses have been seriously disputed. It has
been contended that they have served the purpose rather of obscuring
than illuminating the actual state of our Church. It has also been
represented that the attempt to blend opposing views together in a
feigned agreement has resulted in loss of principle. Robust Evangelicalism has been impaired by compromising associations. Some
men, whose utterances on Protestant platforms could not be
mistaken, have failed to show the same clearness and determination
under Episcopal presidency. A lowered tone has been noticed in
prominent Evangelicals which has had a disheartening influence
upon the rank and file. With much of this criticism we must
perforce agree."
AB the children of Israel were obliged to travel through the wilderness
before they took possession of the Promised Land; so God has appointed
that our journey to that heaven of eternal rest should be through
the wilderness of afflictions.-Bishop Wilkins.

