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A GOSPEL MINISTRY OF FIFTY YEARS.
(Continued from page 584.)

No. XVII.
" And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of
speech or of wisdom, declaring unto" you the testimony of God.
For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus
Christ, and Him crucified."-l CORINTHIANS ii. 1,2.

"THE SATAN OF SCRIPTURE."

,~

REQUEST has been made to us that we should not close that section
of " A Gospel Ministry of Fifty Years" which is concerned with
our sphere of service in Old Hill, without reference to a work
written and published whilst there-" THE SATAN OF SCRIPTURE."
It embodied the results of many years of prayerful study of this
deep subject, but the actual preparation of these results for the
press was executed during the time that elapsed between our
acceptance of the charge of the recently formed Parish of Old Hill
and the completion of its new Church. As the work summarizes our
private and public teaching concerning this great enemy of GOD
and man, throughout our fifty years of ministerial service, we readily
accede to the request, the more so as in these "last days"-as we
have been led to believe them to be-the personality of Satan is
4I
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largely denied not only by the world but by professed followers of
the LORD JESUS. Added years of experience have but deepened
our convictions expressed in "THE SATAN OF SCRIPTURE" as to
the personality and present power and activity of the Evil One,
and further study of the Word~of GOD has but strengthened our
belief in the near approach of his doom as foretold in Rev. xx. 10the last mention made of him in the Holy Book.
The Preface to the First Edition of " THE SATAN OF SCRIPTURE,"
which was published by us anonymously in 1876, sets forth the
reasons for its publication; as follows:"The recent case of J enkins versus Cook, in its bearing on
the personality of Satan, marks, the Author feels deeply convinced, a solemn epoch in the history of GOD'S Truth in this land.
" The effect of the Judgment, whether rightly or. wrongly construed, has been to perplex and disturb the minds of many truehearted people of GOD. A widespread desire, therefore, exists
throughout the Christian community for definite Bible teaching on
the whole subject of Satan's personality and kingdom.
" There is little room for doubting, if, indeed, the 'more sure
word of prophecy' be taken for our guide, that the close of this
dispensation will be characterized by the ascendancy of 'the god
of this age' (0 BED!: TOU alwvo!: TOUTOV). The cumulative wisdom
and knowledge of six thousand years being now brought by Satan
to bear upon the Churches of Christ and upon the world, more
than ever renders it imperative that the obje.::ts of the Serpent's
enmity should not be ignorant of his devices; especially, perhaps,
in his successful capacity of ' an angel of light '-the arch-rival of
the True Light, the CHRIST of GOD.
" Stirred by a painful sense of the perils of the times, the Author
of the following pages, as a Minister of the Gospel of the grace of
GOD, has found himself under obligation to give to the world the
results of a prayerful study of the Holy Scriptures in exposure of
the awful nature of the kingdom of darkness, humbly trusting that
J EHOVAH the SPIRIT will own his labours in the edified experience
of many tempted fellow-believers.
"It is not for a moment desired that the subjoined treatise
should be thought to be wholly original. Free use has been made
of the labours of writers, ancient and modern, which in the judg-
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ment of the Author appeared to throw light on the momentous
subject in hand. Amongst these works may be enumerated
Gilpin's 'Dremonologia Sacra,' Charlotte Elizabeth's 'Principalities and Powers,' Girdlestone's 'Christendom,' Campbell on
the Four Gospels, Biddulph's 'Patriarchal Theology,' Toplady's
'Creed of Devils,' and the writings of Bishop PearsOll, Dean
Prideaux, Dr. Lardner, Moses Stuart, Mosheim, Eusebius, Burder,
Trapp, Bengel, Meyer, Lange, Caryl, van Doren, Gesenius, Lee,
Parkhurst, Al£ord; Blunt, and of one or two anonymous authors."
Within a few months a Second Edition of the work was called
for, which, at the Publisher's request, bore the Author's name. The
Preface to the Second Edition runs:"The generous reception by the public, and the exhaustion
in the course of a few months, of the First Edition of this
work, has necessitated the issue of a Second impression. The
favourable criticisms of the Press, religious· and secular, encourage the Author in the belief that his humble endeavours to
elucidate a profound and much-neglected subject have contributed a measure of service to the Church of GOD. Since
the First Edition went to press great events throughout the
world have occurred, going far to confirm the views enunciated by
the Author concerning the close of this dispensation, and Satan's
identification with its terrible phenomena. One of the most
sanguinary wars of modern times, in which the False Prophet plays
a prominent part, is raging while these lines go to press. And that
other of JEHOVAH'S four sore judgments-famine-is decimating
the Eastern portion of the British Empire, and forecasting the
vengeance which must shortly be poured out on the territory of
, the god of this world.' May the reader of the following pages be
enabled by the SPIRIT of Divine grace to watch the tokens of His
coming Who will continue to 'overturn, overturn, overturn,' till
the throne of His righteousness be established on the ruins of the
Prince of Darkness.
"OLD HILL VICARAGE, DUDLEY.
September, 1877."
We thank our gracious GOD that it has pleased Him extensively
to use" THE SATAN OF SCRIPTURE" both as a help to many in the
study of this subject, and as a comfort to numbers of His dear tried
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people; and as the book is now out of print we willingly respond to
the desire expressed for extracts from the work, in the prayerful
hope that our adorable MASTER-Whose we are and Whom we
serve-may of His good pleasure thus allow our past effort to be
further used in His service to the glory of His great Name. The
" accuser of [the] brethren" is as active as ever in his" devices,"
and the LORD in His infinite wisdom ever puts His own work in
the furnace as in the case of His servant Job. Heart work will
always be tempted of the devil. Precious gold must be refined,
and silver, if it is to be made meet for the MASTER'S use, must be
purified seven times in the fire. May JEHOVAH-FATHER, SON,
and HOLY SPIRIT-bless the passages we shall reproduce, to the
comfort of any of our readers who are experiencing soul-conflict,
who are sorely tempted and inwardly tried. "Greater," dear
fellow-believers, "is He That is in you, than he that is in the
world."
We quote first a passage from the chapter headed, "On the
Personality of the Devil"-our present belief in this matter being
no whit other than when we thus voiced our convictions in print
thirty-eight years ago.
" The Divine Head of all principality and power, when uncovering
the events of the future and final ordeal of judgment, teaches us
that not only is there a Being bearing the title of (, 0"'430AO,, 'the
devil,' but that he rules over an angelic host-' the devil and his
angels' (Matt. xxv. 41). It must here be observed, too, in spite of
all the attempts of unbelievers to disprove the personal existence
of the devil, and to make out that only the spirit or principle of evil
is intended by the title; that every quality, every action, which
can indicate personality, is attributed to him by the HOLY GHOST
in the Word of GOD, and in language which by no rules of fair
interpretation can be explained away. The revelation of the
existence of the great Evil Spirit, like every other fact Divinely
made known in Scripture, was progressive. On the first entrance
of evil into the world, the temptation of man is referred only to the
Serpent. It is true that the whole narrative, and especially the
spiritual nature of the temptation-' to be as gods '-which was
united to the sensual motive, suggests more than a mere animal
agency being at work; yet was the time not come that it should be
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known that 'he that committeth sin is of the devil' (h TOV
Otaf36AOV) (1 John iii. 8), or that 'the serpent' of Genesis was
indeed 'the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world'
(Rev. xii. 9).
"Throughout the patriarchal and Jewish dispensations only a
vague and imperfect revelation of the source of evil was prevalent.
Here and there during the succeeding ages we meet with direct
references of evil to the influence and instigation of Satan. It may
here be mentioned that the word Satan primarily means an ' adversary.' In the New Testament, however, the veil is boldly lifted,
and the awfully real character of the Prince of this world is constantly dwelt upon. From' the beginning of the Gospel' when
the devil appears as the personal tempter of our LORD, through all
the Gospels, Epistles, and the Apocalypse, we meet with constant
revelations of the personality, origin, power, cruelty, malignity,
and final doom, of ' the prince of the demons' (Matt. ix. 34). The
complex and vast character of the kingdom of the devil is sufficiently implied in the New Testament by the titles and names which
the HOLY GHOST has seen fit to employ when speaking of this great
fallen spirit. Thus, though not exhaustively, Abaddon [or, Perdition] (Rev. ix. 11); the Accuser of [the] Brethren (Rev. xii. 10) ;
the Adversary (1 Pet. v. 8); the Angel of the Bottomless Pit (Rev.
ix. 11); Apollyon [or, he that exterminates] (Rev. ix. 11); Beelzebub (Matt. xii. 24); Belial (2 Cor. vi. 15); the Dragon (Rev.
xx. 2); the Father of Lies (John viii. 44); the Great Red Dragon
(Rev. xii. 3); the Liar (John viii. 44); the Man-murderer (' AJlep"'7rorrOVor, John viii. 44); the Power of Darkness (Col. i. 13); the
Prince of this World (John xiv. 30); the Prince of the Devils (Matt.
xii. 24); the Prince of the Power of the Air (Eph. ii. 2); the Ruler
of the Dark'"1less of this World [rather, of this Age-alwJI] (Eph.
vi. 12); the Serpent (2 Cor. xi. 3); the Spirit that now worketh in
the Children of Disobedience (,Eph. ii. 2); the Tempter (Matt. iv. 3,
1 Thess. iii. 5); the God of this World (2 Cor. iv. 4); the Unclean
Spirit (Matt. xii. 43); the Wicked One (Matt. xiii. 19, 38); and
the Evil One (Greek, Matt. vi. 13).
" His character is spoken of by the same SPIRIT of Truth as being
presumptuous (Job i. 6; Matt. iv. 5, 6), proud (1 Tim. iii. 6), powerful (Eph. ii. 2, vi. 12), wicked (1 John ii. 13), malignant (Job i. 9,
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ii. 4), subtle (Gen. iii. 1 with 2 Cor. xi. 3), deceitful (2 Cor. xi. 14;
Eph. vi. 11), fierce (Luke viii. 29, ix. 39, 42), cruel (1 Pet. v. 8),
always active in doing and promoting evil (Job i. 7, ii. 2), and yet
cowardly (James iv. 7). He is compared to a fowler setting snares
for runaway souls (Psa. xci. 3); to a wicked sower who by night
scatters tares amongst the good seed of the field (Matt. xiii. 25, 39) ;
to a wolf, whose nature is to ravage the flock (John x. 12); and to a
lion restlessly wandering about for prey (1 Pet. v. 8). Against his
treacherous and insinuating approaches the Word frequently
exhorts the saints to watch and pray (2 Cor. ii. 11). To his sinful
solicitations CHRIST has commanded His disciples to give the most
uncompromising resistance (1 Pet. v. 9; James iv. 7; Eph. iv. 27).
" The same Divine authority has caused to be put on record not
only the final ordeal of personal conflict with him in the wilderness for forty days and forty nights, but also numerous other
instances of terrible engagements between the saints and the great
adversary
.
"With all these and many more such proofs of extemal evil
influence directly exercised on us, how is it possible to confound the
personality of Satan with the principle of evil in the fallen nature of
Man? Yet, lest any would even still object, what shall be said to
the cumulative force of such plain passages as the following ?" , And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the
Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast
out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him' (Rev.
xii. 9).
" , Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father
ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not
in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh
a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it '
(John viii. 44).
" , But some of them said, He casteth out devils through Beelzebub the chief of the devils' (Luke xi. 15).
" , L Satan cast out Satan, he is divided against himself; how
shall then his kingdom stand? ' (Matt. xii. 26.)
" 'Thou believest that there is one GOD; thou doest well; the
devils also believe and tremble' (James ii. 19).
" , He said unto him, Come out of the man, thou unclean spirit.
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And He asked him, What is thy name ~ And he answered, saying,
My name is Legion: for we are many' (Mark v. 8, 9).
" , Depart from Me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for
the devil and his angels' (Matt. xxv. 41).
" , GOD spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to
hell' (2 Peter ii. 4).
" , Satan stood up against Israel, and provoked David to number
Israel' (1 Chron. xxi. 1).
" , When anyone heareth the Word of the kingdom, and understandeth it not, then cometh the wicked one, and catcheth away that
which was sown in his heart' (Matt. xiii. 19).
.
" , In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds ot them
which believe not, lest the light of the glorious Gospel of CHRIST,
Who is the image of GOD, should shine unto them' (2 Cor. iv. 4).
" , He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth
from the beginning. For this purpose the SON OF GOD was manifested that He might destroy the works of the dJvil ' (1 John iii. 8).
" 'That through death He might destroy him that had the power
of death, that is, the devil' (Heb. ii. 14).
"What, I again ask, can be said to these things~ Here are
many undesigned proofs, all going to enforce the solemn point in
hand, namely, that there are in existence upon earth a multitude of
mysterious beings, called by the SPIRIT of Truth by various titles
and names, whose nature is wholly evil, and who, actuated by feelings
vindictive towards GOD and Man, are actively engaged in opposing
the glory of GOD and the well-being of the human family,. and
further, that this evil angel host is presided over by a chief, whose
present territory is the wide world of the heart of Man, and who aims'
at pressing every event and circumstance of human life into his
fiendish service.
" Strange though it appear, there is a readiness in the mind of
fallen man to treat with levity these terrible facts.
" Frequently any reference to the direct agency or interference
of the devil in human affairs, meets with a smile of amusement,
while at other times it begets a frown against the so-called 'bad
taste' of alluding at all to the existence of the Prince of Darkness.
Such facts speak the awful ignorance of 1;he natural heart of man.
But more, may we not even in these common facts discover further
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proof of the supremacy the great deceiver has obtained over our
corrupt race ~ "
" Are you a learner in CHRIST'S~school ~ Then whensoever you
attend the place where prayer is wont to be made and the good
seed of the Word is scattered, never fail to remember that you
need the special grace and wisdom which GOD has promised to
the diligent, the watchful, and the prayerful, or Satan will get
the advantage over you. Remember, he tempted and prevailed
over Simon Peter in the very presence of CHRIST! Religious
privileges and the company of GOD'S people-yea, more, the
presence of the SPIRIT of GOD within you-are no guarantee in
this matter. There must be a sensible waiting upon GOD in the
consciousness that unless He enable you to give heed to the Word,
to hear with meekness, with an understanding heart, and with
full purpose to do the will of GOD, Satan will surely steal away all
you seem to get while sitting beneath the glad sound. 'If any
man will do His will, he shall know of the doctrine' (John vii. 17).
"The infallible testimony of Holy Scripture, then, makes it
clear that while a mighty GOD is the GOD OF J ACOB, that while
the flock of CHRIST'S redeemed are safe in His o"ll keeping, and
while the SPIRIT of grace shall surely guide such into all truth,
there yet is a real, a painful, a prolonged ordeal of conflict, and
watching, and praying, to be experienced by every pilgrim believer.
The way Home lies through the territory of the god of this world;
and they walk most safely who, accepting the plain teaching of
GOD'S Word, are mindful that the sleepless eye of a malignant
enemy is upon their every step, and that the very subtlety of the
serpent that beguiled Eve is engaged perpetually to draw them
aside from their simplicity in CHRIST."
" But Satan's authority is not unlimited, and while he, by Divine
permission, often does lay violent hands upon the persons and
property of GOD'S saints, yet he can not touch a hair of their heads
without th e will of their heavenly FATHER.
"The extent of his authority, both as to persons and things,
is co-extensive with his kingdom of darkness. Where darkness
or ignorance of GOD is, there Satan sits a king, whether it be in
an individual or a nation. But not as a king in that heart which
CHRIST has by His SPIRIT made to be a throne for Himself. In
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the case of the believer in JESUS, Satan's power is not one of rule
or reign; it only comprehends the limits of Divine delegation,
as in the instance of Job-' Behold, he is in thine hand, but save
his life' (Job ii. 6)-or in the case of Paul, who knew, like every
other child of GOD, what' a messenger of Satan' given by the
LORD to buffet means, against which Satanic temptation the LORD
assured His servant, 'My grace is sufficient for thee' (2 Oor. xii.
7-9)."
OLIFTON, BRISTOL,
October 9th, 1914.

THE EDITOR.

(To be continued hereafter-D. V.)

LOVE VERSUS FEAR.
"SALUTE your dear wife from me. Bid her beware of a bondage
spirit. Fear is the natural issue of such a spirit-the antidote is,
Love. The voice of Fear is: If I had done this, if I had avoided
that how well it had been with me! I know this hath been her vain
reasoning. Love argueth in this wise: What a Christ have I, what
a Father in and through Him! What a Name hath my Father; merciful, gracious, long-suffering, abundant in goodness and truth, forgiving
iniquity, transgression, and sin. What a nature hath my Father;
He is LovE: free in it, unchangeable, infinite! What a Covenant
between Him and Christ, for all the seed, for everyone; wherein He
undertakes all, and the poor soul nothing. The new Covenant is
Grace, to and upon the soul, to which it (the soul) is passive and receptive: I will do away their sins; I will write My law, etc.; I will put
it in their hearts; they shall never depart from Me, etc. This commends the Love of God; it is Christ dying for men without strength,
for men whilst sinners, whilst enemies. And shall we seek for the
root of our comforts within us ~ What God hath done, what He is
to us in Christ, this is the root of our comfort; in this is stability;
in us is weakness. Acts of obedience are not perfect, and therefore
yield not perfect grace. Faith as an act yields it not, but only as it
carries us into Him, Who is our perfect rest and peace, in Whom we.
are accoullted of and received by the Father, even as Christ Himself !
This is our high calling. Rest we here, and here only.
" . . . The Lord give you abundance of wisdom and faith and
patience. Take heed also of your natural inclination to compliance. Pray for me. I commit you to the Lord; and rest. . . ."Oliver Cromwell, 1652. (From Carlyle's "Cromwell's Letters and
Speeches.")
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WASHED, SANCTIFIED, JUSTIFIED.
" And such were some of you,. but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified,
but ye are justified in the Name of the Lord Jesus, and by the
Spirit of our God."-l COR. vi. 11.

"SUCH were some of you." Ye were idolaters, thieves, covetous,
drunkards, revilers, extortioners. Ye were far from God, sunk in
the lowest depths of sin and degradation. But a mighty change
has taken place. A messenger of Christ appeared. He came to
you" determined not to know anything among you, save Jesus
Christ, and Him crucified." He was in himself a feeble instrument. He was with you" in weakness and in fear, and in much
trembling," but his preaching was" in demonstration of the Spirit
and of power," and it pleased God by the foolishness of such preaching to save them that believed. It required much courage to
preach this message among you, but the Lord stood by His messenger and said to him, " Be not afraid, but speak, and hold not thy
peace: for I am with thee, and no man shall set on thee to hurt
thee: for I have much people in this city" (Acts xviii. 9 10). The
messenger continued a year and six months teaching the word of
God among you, and now what a marvellous change in the condition of many of. you! Ye are washed, sanctified, and justified in
the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God. And is
not this true of many of you who read these lines ~ At one time
your walk was according to the world. You were amongst the
children of disobedience, and "were by nature the children of
wrath even as others. But God, Who is rich in mercy, for His
great love wherewith He loved us, even when we were dead in sins,
hath quicfened us together with Christ," and saved us by His
grace. Yes, grace, distinguishing, free, sovereign grace hath
made us to differ from many around us.
" Amazing grace! (how 'sweet the sound!)
That saved a wretch like me !
lance was lost, but now am found;
Was blind, but now I see!

The Gospet M agazzne

651

.~'

"'Twas grace that taught my heart to felJ,r,
And grace my fears relieved;
How precious did that grace appear,
The hour I first believed."
So wrote John Newton, and all saved sinners have reason to magnify
the grace of God for the wondrous change which has been wrought
in them. "Such were some of you, but ye are washed." You
were defiled and polluted with sin, but through Divine grace you
repaired to the Fountain opened for sin and uncleanness.
" The dying thief rejoiced to see
That Fountain in his day;
And there have I, as vile as he,
Washed all my sins away."
Yes, you came to that Fountain. You cried, " Wash me and I snaIl
be whiter than snow," and He Who loved you and shed His blood
for you, washed you from your sins in His own blood. Now you
are " clean, every whit."

-

"Oh, for this love let rocks and hills
Their lasting silence break,
And all harmonious human tongues
The Saviour's praises speak."
" But ye are sanctified." This is the second of the three great
blessings which the Apostle here enumerates. The Lord's people
have be~n washed and made white in the blood of the Lamb, and
they have also been sanctified.
The Apostle does not say
"ye are being sanctified," but "ye are sanctified." The
Corinthian saints had already been sanctified by the regeneraThey
ting and quickening operations of the Holy Ghost.
had been set apart from the world. By nature they had been in
the broad way that leadeth to destruction. They were amongst
the crowd of dead sinners who were alienated from the life of God
through the ignorance which was in them. But the Holy Ghost
had led them out of the broad way into the narrow. He had
separated them from the world. He had given them a new heart
and a new spirit. They had thus become a sanctified people,
" Sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints." Ye, too, dear
fellow-believers, are sanctified. "We are bound to give thanks

~-
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alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God
hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth: whereunto He called you
by our Gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus
Christ" (2 Thess. ii. 13, 14). Do not hesitate to rejoice in the
assurance that you are already sanctified by the Holy Ghost.
" But ye are justified." Here is another great blessing. The
Corinthian saints and all other saints of God are a justified people.
They deserved to be condemned by reason of their transgressions
and sins, but God justifies the ungodly. He is able to be just and
yet the Justifier of him that believeth in Jesus. Hence His people
are "justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is
in Christ Jesus." Though unrighteous in themselves they are
declared righteous because the righteousness of Christ, their Divine
Surety, is reckoned to their account. By His obedience unto
death His many people are constituted righteous. They are
"justified by faith without the deeds of the law." Who, then,
can lay anything to the charge of God's elect people ~ "It is God
That justifieth. Who is he that condemneth ~ It is Christ That
died, yea rather, That is risen again, Who is even at the right hand
of God, Who also maketh intercession for us."
But how did the people of God at Corinth come to enjoy these
three great blessings ~ The Apostle supplies the answer. First,
it was" in the Name of the Lord Jesus" that they were washed,
sanctified, and justified. That is, it was by the Name of the Lord
Jesus, or by Himself, that these blessings were bestowed. The
miracles recorded in John's Gospel were written that" believing ye
might have life through His Name," i.e., through Christ, the Son of
God, Himself (John xx. 31). So the Apostle Peter says, " Through
His Name whosoever believeth in Him shall receive remission of
sins" (Acts x. 43). So through Christ's redeeming work His
people are washed. He" loved us and washed us from our sins in
His own blood" (Rev. i. 5). Through His blood we are sanctified.
" Wherefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people with His
own blood, suffered without the gate" (Heb. xiii. 12).
Through His blood we are also justified. "Much more then
being now justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath
through Him" (Rom. v. 9). Thus, we who are the Lord's people
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owe all our blessings to " the precious blood of Christ as of a lamb
without blemish and without spot."
Secondly, it was "by the Spirit of our God" that they were
washed, sanctified, and justified. The message of the Gospel was
preached to them" in demonstration of the Spirit and of power."
The Gospel " came not unto them in word only, but also in power,
and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance." The Spirit con·
victed them of sin. The Spirit awakened them to a sense of their
guilt. The Spirit testified of Christ to their souls, and wrought in
them that faith by which they renounced all trust in their own
righteousness, and trusted only in the blood and righteousness of
Christ. Thus, through the work of the Spirit they were brought
into the enjoyment of all the blessings of redemption. The great
results which followed the preaching of the Gospel in Apostolic
days were not by human might, nor by human power, but by
God's Spirit. "I will not dare," says the Apostle Paul, " to speak
of any of those things which Christ hath not wrought by me, to
make the Gentiles obedient, by word and deed, through mighty
signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God; so that from
Jerusalem and round about unto Illyricum, I have fully preached
the Gospel of Christ" (Rom. xv. 18, 19). Brethren, let us pray
much for the putting forth of that same power now. Only thus
can dead sinners be quickened, saints be edified, strengthened, and
comforted, and true spiritual worship be rendered in the assemblies
of God's people.
It should be noted that the blessings of which the Apostle here
speaks were all equally the portion of all the saints at Corinth.
They were all without exception equally washed, equally sanctified,
and equally justified. In each case they were cleansed throughly
from their sins, and were perfectly sanctified and perfectly justmed
in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of God. The fruits
of sanctification might be less manifest in some than in others, but
the fact that they had been set apart from the world by the Spirit
was equally true of all. And if these blessings are yours, dear
readers, what a glorious prospect is before you! All the justified
shall be glorified. It is the eternal purpose of God to bring His.
"many sons unto glory." Can you say that you are washed,
sanctified, and justified? If you can, remember that it is by the
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infinite grace of God that you are what you are. Nothing but
Divine grace could cleanse idolaters, thieves, drunkards, revilers,
and extortioners from their manifold defilements, place them
among the sons and daughters of the Lord Almighty, and finally
cause them to enter "the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ." May the same Spirit Who wrought so
mightily in Apostolic days display His power now!
"Come, Holy Spirit, come,
Let Thy bright beams arise,
Dispel all sorrow from our minds,
All darkness from our eyes.
"'Tis Thine to cleanse the heart,
To sanctify the soul,
To pour fresh life in every part,
And new-create the whole.
"Dwell therefore in our hearts,
Our minds from bondage free;
Then we shall know, and praise, and love
The Father, Son, and Thee! "

B:1th.

THOMAS HOUGHTON.

LET no appearing impossibilities make you question God's accomplishment of any of His gracious words. Though you can not see
how the thing can be done, it is enough, if God has said that He will
do it. There can be no obstructions to promised salvation, which we
need to fear. He Who is the God of this salvation, and the Author
of the promise, will prepare His own way for the doing of His own
work, so that" every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and
hill shall be brought low." Though the valleys be so deep that we
can not see the bottom, and the mountains so high that we can not
see the tops of them, yet God knows how to raise the one and level
the other. "I That speak in righteousness, mighty to save.'/" It
anything could keep back the kingdom of Christ, it would be our
infidelity; but He will come though He should find no faith. on the
earth. See Romans iii. 3. Cast not away your confidence because
God defers His performances. Though providences run cross, though
they move backwards and forwards, you have a sure and faithful
Word to rely upon. Promises, though they be for a time seemingly
delayed, can not be finally frustrated. Dare not to harbour such a
thought withi:u yourselves. The being of God may as well fail as
the promise of God. That which does not come in your time, will
be hastened in His time, which is always the more convenient season.
-Timothy Cruso (1657-1697).
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18ilgrim 18apet£1.
WELLSPRINGS.
" Now after the death of Moses the servant of the Lord it came to pass,
that the Lord spake unto Joshua the son of Nun, Moses' minister,
saying, Moses My servant is dead,. now therefore arise, go over this
Jordan, thou, and all this people, unto the land which I do give to
them, even to the children of Israel. Every place that the sole of your
foot shall tread upon, that have I given unto you, as I said unto
Moses. . . . . . As I was with Moses, so I will be with thee : I will
not fail thee, nor forsake thee."-JosHUA i. 1-5.

a blessed word of promise from our strong and faithful God we
have here. "Moses My servant is dead
As I was with Moses,
so will I be with thee "-Joshua. Thou art My servant, even as Moses
was My servant. And being God and not man, what I did in and
through My servant Moses, I can do through thee. What a day was
that for Israel when the Lord's dear and much tried servant Moses
died, was kissed to sleep. As the Jews interpret the passage, Moses
fell asleep on the lips of J ehovah-Jehovah kissed him to sleep. "And
He buried him . . . but no one knoweth of his sepulchre unto this
day." Moses was removed from Israel, as, in a later day, Elijah the
prophet was taken from their head, and translated. Perhaps then
they recalled-too late-how they had provoked the Lord's" meek"
servant and his God through him; how they had rebelled and vexed
Jehovah, and provoked Moses to anger, causing him to speak" unadvisedly with his lips" and to smite the rock, which anger was accounted
a sin and disobedience unto him. He was subjected to their threatenings-" Lord, they be ready to stone me "; and to their complaints" Would God we had died in this wilderness!" "As for this Moses,"
they said contemptuously, in his absence on the Mount with his God,
" we wot not what is become of him." And" the people did chide
with Moses" when he was present with them.
o Israel! how great your provocations. To how high a mountain
do your sins rise-none able to answer for one of a thousand of them.
But who is like unto your God, 0 Israel, 0 people much forgiven and
much beloved of your God, and saved accordingly. Yet your rebellions
must be quelled. You must remember your way and fall guilty before
the Lord of hosts. You must learn by chastisement, since you will
learn by no other means, how the Lord your God is a jealous and
holy God, and He must chasten, He must smite, He must correct,
and thus teach you to profit. Moses must be removed. Moses must
die, in the plan and eternal purpose of God to teach thereby a deep
truth.
The lawgiver must be removed, ere the Gospel come in. "He
taketh away the first, that He may establish the second." "Moses
My servant is dead." But Joshua is ready_to succeed him. He had
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been Divinely chosen, and prepared, and qualified. "Take thee
Joshua the son of Nun, a man in whom is the Spirit, and lay thine
hand upon him," the Lord had commanded Moses. Joshua was to
be " encouraged" and given his " charge," and at the set time when
Moses is removed, he is ready to step into the breach and lead the
children of Israel over" this Jordan." "What the law could not
do in that it was weak through the flesh," the Gospel perfectly fulfilled. The Gospel must achieve, and that with absolute success,
run very swiftly and glorify its Author and Finisher. "Moses My
servant is dead." Does the work of the Lord end here ~ Is He at a
loss for resources or a successor ~ Moses was but a servant, though a
highly honoured one in the hand of J ehovah to perfect His counsel.
" The counsel of the Lord, that shall stand." The children of Israel
"went forth into the land of Canaan, and into the land of Canaan
they came."
Now, beloved reader, we are given here a sweet subject for meditation at this time of intense strain and anxiety. The war-the topic
uppermost on the lips of everyone-keeps the hearts of the Lord's
hidden ones, His remembrancers, bearing a burden the world knows
nothing about. And the world little knows, too, what it owes to the
children of God in their midst, the salt of the earth by grace, "the
meek" who shall" inherit" it in Jesus their exalted Head Who says,
" All things are yours." And as long as one of " the meek" remains,
the earth must last. "I can do nothing till thou be come hither,"
is a truth to-day as in Lot's time. In sequestered hamlets in England,
where the beauties of nature abound (the writer has been favoured
with just such a restful scene this summer)-verdant woods, gorse,
heather, and bracken, gorgeous sunrises and sunsets, the fair moon
and stars by night and not a sound breaking the stillness~one stands
still to admire the handiwork of the great Creator, and finds difficulty
in realizing that elsewhere are the horrors of war with its terrible
carnage, atrocities, and sorrows. But His elect feel the burden of it,
and cry day and night unto Him. Yet at the same time they have
realized a wondrous peace which has possessed their hearts and minds,
and a " quiet confidence" in their sure Retreat and Tower, " The
Name of the Lord." Oh! how calming it is to feel that sweet reliance
upon a faithful, unchangeable J ehovah, claiming it on the ground
that He keepeth Covenant to a thousand generations, and that although,
as of old, He may state, "Moses My servant is dead," yet He has a
successor in His Divine mind, and Joshua is raised up and qualified
'for the service, because the Lord must and is able to carry on His own
work in His own time and way. Nothing can deter Him or " make
Him His purpose forego." He sitteth a King for ever, above all the
water-floods. "The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit Thou on My right
hand, until I make Thy foes Thy footstool." Now, children of God,
whence does your help come ~
Wherein does your strength lie at
this time ~ "Some trust in chariots, and some in horses: but we will
remember the Name of the Lord our God," says the Psalmist. "They
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are brought down and fallen: but we are risen, and stand upright.
Save, Lord: let the King hear us when we call." This is the help that
is sent forth from the sanctuary, and the strengthening out of Zion.
It is there-as we have it in another Psalm: "There brake He the
arrows of the bow, the shield, and the sword, and the battle. Thou
art more glorious and excellent than the mountains of prey. The
stout-hearted are spoiled, they have slept their sleep: and none of
the men of might have found their hands. At Thy rebuke, 0 God of
Jacob, both the chariot and horse are cast into a dead sleep." And
it is of little use to the worldling, and of less -comfort to the child of
God, to be reminded of the strength of our navy and the security
afforded by our position as an island. What about the immensely
superior strength of an empire of five million trained soldiers, and of
their infamous mine-laying in our waters, and their sailing under false
flags ~ It is only Divine power that can preserve us. There is only
One Who can disappoint" the devices of the crafty, so:-;i;hat their
hands cannot perform their enterprise." May it please tile Lord to
intervene on behalf of His little remnant in our once favoured land;
then shall it be as we read: "Then the Lord awaked as one out of
sleep, and like a mighty man that shouteth by reason of wine. And
He smote His enemies in the hinder parts: He put them to a perpetual
reproach."
Oh! beloved, it God be tor us what shall we then say to these things ~
" What shall one then answer the messengers of the nation ~" This
war is among the "all things" which "work together for good to
them that love God." He can turn the curse into a blessing, make
the wrath of man to praise Him, and bring a clean thing out of an
unclean. And so shall it be well with Zion. If He remind us in His Word
that whilst Moses His servant is dead, he died the representative,
judicial death; He has His eye upon better things, better promises,
a better Covenant, and His work can not suffer by the most untoward
events and calamities the world may endure at large and at length;
He has His Joshua. and Joshua shall lead His people safely Home.
" There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God." Jesus, our
Joshua, our Captain, is leading us on "safely." We need not fear.
We shall be safely hidden in the day when His wrath and condemnation fall upon guilty nations, and judgment so richly deserved and so
long in mercy delayed is meted out to the peoples who forget God.
Hell will be their portion for ever. Meanwhile the soul of the child
of God is encouraged to hope, to look again toward His holy
temple, and to sing"Why those fears? Behold, 'his Jesus
Holds the helm and guides the ship:
Spread the sails, and catch the breezes
Sent to waft us through the deep
To the regions
Where the mourners cease to weep.
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"Led by Him, we brave the ocean;
Led by Him, the storms defy;
Calm amidst tumultuous motion,
Knowing that the Lord is nigh:
Waves obey Him,
And the storms before Him fly."

" Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, that have)
given unto you, as I said unto Moses."
The fulfilment of God's promises goes on through the generations.
The promises belong to us and to our children. "Behold I die," said
one, "but God shall be with you," and Jacob's God is the God of
Israel to-day. "The same yesterday, and to day, and for ever."
And the God of the promises lives to fulfil to the very letter all He has
spoken of to His servants. He makes all things subservient to His
chosen; circumstances are His creatures. The meek shall inherit
the earth;- His people shall delight themselves in fatness; His
redeemed shall walk their " high places" and prove how all things
are theirs. "My Father made them all," exults the soul in looking
upon the beauties of Nature. He constituted His beloved Son heir
of all these things, and made Him to have His delights with the sons
of men. So Jesus treads the way with His saints. In every place
where His saints are, there He records His Name and blesses them.
There is part of heaven to their souls, for in and with Jesus they must
needs be blessed. "Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread
upon, that have I given unto you." "They got not the land in possession by their own sword." Many a spot in that pilgrimage was to
prove unto them how they should " tread upon the lion and adder:
the young lion and the dragon" should they" trample under feet."
They found they could never put off the Divinely provided " shoes of
iron and brass." There were thorns and briers besetting their path;
it was no way of roses without thorns. Yet, fighting all the way, inch
by inch, but assuredly being brought onwards towards the" expected
end," Israel proved their God with them, between them and their
enemies, and before them, and true to His word, "Every place that
the sole of your foot shall tread upon, that will I give unto you."
" As I was with Moses." Let us briefly glance at the various epochs
in the life of that dear servant of J ehovah, as given in a short summary
in Hebrews xi. " By faith Moses, when he was born, was hid three
months of his parents, because they saw he was a proper child; and
they were not afraid of the king's commandment." Upon that helpless little babe the eye of his Maker rested.
He was watched over,
and by a miracle reared in the court of a heathen hostile monarch.
God preserved that child, for He had purposes toward him. "By
faith "-the same preserving faith which works in living principle and makes a man immortal till his work is done-" Moses,
when he was come to years, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's
daughter; choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, .
than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season." He was of the Hebrews,
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and with them associated in all the sufferings of Egyptian bondage.
And we are told why. "Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater
riches than the treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompence of the reward." "By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the
wrath of the king." Was not the Lord with His servant when He
commanded him to "Stretch out thine hand toward heaven, that
there may be darkness over the land of Egypt, even darkness which
may be felt. And Moses stretched forth his hand toward heaven;
and there was a thick darkness in all the land of Egypt three days:
they saw not one another, neither rose any from his place for three
days: but all the children of Israel had light in their dwellings." It
was such a plague as caused Pharaoh to say, "Get thee from me,
take heed to thyself, see my face no more; for in that day thou seest
my face thou shalt die. And Moses said, Thou hast spoken well, I
will see thy face again no more." Moses" endured as seeing Him Who
is invisible." The Lord was " with Moses" when " through faith he
kept the passover, and the sprinkling of blood, lest He That destroyed
the firstborn should touch them." The Lord was "with Moses"
when "by faith they passed through the Red sea as by dry land:
which the Egyptians assaying to do were drowned." Oh! how
tenderly the Lord testified of His loving care over His servant,
even when as the representative of the children of Israel he had to
suffer-suffer correction, rebuke, chastisement, and might not enter
the land, the goodly land. If the Divinely inspired and preserved
faith in M:oses " had respect unto the recompence of the reward," so
had his Lord for him, and" As I was with Moses" is a sweet testimony
to the Divine care, Divine love, and Divine faithfulness. And was it
not evidenced when, his work done, the Lord took His much-tried
servant to Himself ~ He let him view the land from Mount Pisgah,
see the land afar off, but not enter it. "So Moses the servant of the
Lord died." But the God of Moses lived! He saw to it that His
dear servant was kissed to sleep and was buried. And whilst "no
man knoweth the place of his sepulchre unto this day," the Lord
knew it, and His risen saint was one of the favoured three on the Mount
of Transfiguration. The same God lives to-day of Whom it was
testified, "The Lord was gracious unto them, and had compassion on
them, and had respect unto them, because of His Covenant with
Abraham, Isaac, and J acob, and would not destroy them, neither
cast He them from His presence as yet." That" yet" will remain
until time be no longer, as regards the spiritual seed of Israel's race.
Have we not cause indeed to sing the praises of our delivering God ~
Have we not amid "tempestuous motion" that quiet confidence
which "passeth all understanding," all;d which gives not to make
haste; which energizes us to "walk about Zion," "tell the towers
thereof," and" mark well her bulwarks"; to" b~ still" and know
that He is God, Who sitteth above the water-floods be the earth and
nations never so unquiet; and amid all strife and upheaval to look
up and beyond in anticipation of the desired haven.
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"Rendered safe by His protection,
We shall pass the watery waste;
Trusting to His wise direction,
We shall gain the port at last,
And with wonder,
Think on toils and dangers past."

Oh! to rest in the Lord and wait patiently, quietly, hopefully for
Him. He is the Coming One. He Who came for His dear weary
servant Moses, is the coming Redeemer of all His saints. These
present clouds are the dust of His feet, and He is not far behind them.
The judgments that are now in the earth are but leading up to the
greatly longed-for day of deliverance. Systems are sliding to confusion; nations are being overturned; earth is old, and age is hoary;
the shadows of the evening lengthen; the faithful fail; the world is
ripening fast for judgment. But what shall we say to" these things " ~
Let the beloved John Newton remind us"But happy they who love the Lord,
And His salvation know;
The hope that's founded on His Word,
No change can overthrow.
" Should the deep-rooted hills be hurl'd
And plunged beneath the seas;
And strong convulsions shake the world,
Your hearts may rest in peace.
" Jesus your Shepherd, Lord, and Chief,
Shall shelter you from ill;
And not a worm or shaking leaf
Can move, but at His will."

R.
THERE never has been any spread of the Gospel, any conversion
of nations or countries, any successful Evangelistic work, excepting
by the old-fashioned distinct doctrines of the early Christians and
the Reformers.- The late Bishop Ryle.
GOD is the Rock of our strength both in respect of our naturals
and also of our spirituals; He is the strength of nature and of grace
(Psa. xxvii. 1); the strength of our life natural and spiritual. God is
the strength of thy natural faculties-of reason and understanding,
of wisdom and prudence, of will and affections. He is the strength
of all thy graces-faith, patience, meekness, temperance, hope, and
charity, both as to their being and their exercise. He is the strength
of all thy courage and comfort, peace and happiness, salvation and
glory. He is the author and giver of all strength. He is the increaser
and perfecter of a saint's strength. He is the preserver of your
strength; your life is laid up in God. Your strength is kept by the
liItrength of God.-Samuel Blackerby (1673).
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THE PORTRAIT.
THE LATE MR.

~\

....

NATHANIEL STRICKLAND.
[CONTRIBUTED.]

ON Tuesday, September 15th last, the Home Call came to MR.
NATHANIEL STRICKLAND, Solicitor, whose name for many years has been
honourably connected with Evangelical and Protestant work in Bristol.
Only last year he kindly acted as Chairman at the afternoon meeting of
the Clifton Conference on " The Lord's Work at Home and Abroad,"
and the many readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE who were present
on that occasion from various places will remember his helpful words.
Then he was a member of the Church Militant here on earth; now
he is one of the Church Triumphant above. MR. STRICKLAND was
born at Clifton in 1846, and since 1868 has been practising as a
solicitor in Bristol. Members of the Strickland family have practised
in that city as solicitors for over a century. During thirty-five years
MR. STRICKLAND had acted as Hon. Lay Secretary and Treasurer
of the Bristol Sunday School Teachers' Association. In March last
he retired from that post, and appreciation of his long and valuable
services was marked by a presentation to him, which took place at
the C.M.S. Hall. In making the presentation, Canon Laws said
MR. STRICKLAND'S work had been behind the scenes, and Lowell's words
applied to it-" Who did a noble deed and scorned to blot it with a
name." MR. STRICKLAND was a Trustee and a member of the Committee of Hook's Mills Orphan Asylum, and was Hon. Lay Secretary
of the Bristol Scripture Readers' Society. He was one of the oldest
members of the Committee of the Religious Tract Society, and had
served for many years on the Committee of the British and Foreign
Bible Society. He also served on the Committee of the Evangelical
Alliance, and acted as Treasurer of the Lord's Day Observance Society.
For some years he had been sidesman at Clifton Parish Church and
had conducted a Men's Bible Class on Sunday afternoons. He took a
keen interest in the work of the Church Missionary Society, and filled
the post of Parochial Treasurer of that Society. His name has also been
linked for many years with the Bristol and Clifton Protestant League.
Our readers will see how prominent a part was taken by our
deceased friend in many branches of Christian work. He was often
called upon to take the chair at meetings, and his presence and influence
will be much missed. In the spring symptoms of illness appeared
which developed rapidly. For some weeks he was quite helpless,
but his long illness was patiently borne without a murmur. MR.
STRICKLAND was essentially a quiet, unobtrusive man, with a cheerful
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disposition, and his' consistent Christian life had an influence for good.
"God buries his workmen but carries on His work." May He in
His mercy and grace raise up others who will follow him as he followed
his Saviour, and have their share in co-operation for the extension of
Christ's Kingdom and the building up of Christ's Church. If our
brother could speak he would say: "Trust Christ fully, and do all
the good you can while you have the time and opportunity."
In 1875 MR. STRICKLAND married Harriette Lucretia, elder daughter
of the late Rev. George Alford, then Vicar of St. Paul's, Portland
Square, Bristol, afterwards Vicar of Mangotsfield. The mortal
remains lie in the village churchyard of Mangotsfield, awaiting the
resurrection summons. MR. STRICKLAND leaves a widow and five
daughters.

JESUS IN JERICHO.
NOTES OF A SERMON PREACHED AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH,
BRISTOL, BY THE RECTOR, THE REV. J. ORMISTON,
ON SUNDAY EVENING, MARCH 1ST, 1914.

" And Jesus entered and passed through JeTwho."-LuKE xix. l.
WE have taken the opportunity on former occasions, dear friends,
to meditate on this portion of God's Word, and we again find a surplus
of truth confronting us, more truth, God-given truth, the truth which
is the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever, the whole truth of God.
We have this short passage given to us to meditate on according to
His most sure promise. We rely on those promises in their fulfilment.
We depend on that precious Word. He goes not back on it. We
have already considered the final verses of the former chapter, the
eighteenth, and we find Jesus in the neighbourhood of Jericho.
Jericho had a remarkable history, it was besieged by God's ancient
people in a remarkable manner. God stood by His faithful few, His
ancient, Covenant people, and was faithful to His promised word.
He kept His oath. The walls of Jericho might be very lofty, very
mighty, and the plottings of man might be very deep, but God watched
over His people, His own, and delivered them not into the hands of
their enemies. The ancient people of God, His Israel, were very near
His heart; no weapon forged against them would stand. For all
the devices of man God would keep His oath to a thousand generations.
He is ever true and faithful to His precious Word.
We read here of Jesus with Whom the oath lies, that oath which
is kept inalienably through evil report and good report, amidst all
the changes of the world and the devices of men. "And Jesus entered
and passed through Jericho," which was in the limits of the Land of
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Promise, the peculiar heritage of Him Who is the Yea and the Amen.
Jesus Himself knew the land in the length of it and in the breadth of
it, but Jesus Himself was the glory of the Land of Promise. The
Lord Jesus in a certain sense, dear friends, stands for the whole of
the Land of Promise. The Covenant stands with Him-and will
stand while ages come and go. The Yea and Amen of His faithful
Word is faithful, and we dwell in that Word, and we enter by gracious
faith into the realization of Him Who is the First and the Last, the
Foremost, the Beginning and the Ending.
"And Jesus entered and passed through Jericho." Why is so
much stress laid on this ~ Why but because there were those belonging
to that city to whom God had purposes of grace, who had an interest
in the Covenant, ordered in all things and sure. And so Jesus entered
and passed through the streets of Jericho. There was a remarkable
prophecy concerning this city which we find in Joshua vi. 26: " And
Joshua adjured them at that time, saying, Cursed be the man before
the Lord, that riseth up and buildeth this city Jericho: he shall lay
the foundation thereof in his firstborn, and in his youngest son shall
he set up the gates of it." And all came to pass; that was God's
purpose, and it was established and could not be altered. Jesus knew
of that prophecy and knew that it had all come to pass, for the Lord
watches over His Word and keeps note of it. If you will now refer
to 1 Kings xvi. 34 you will see that hundreds of years afterwards God
kept His Covenant Word, this Word that passeth not away. Men may
laugh at the Word of God and make it as of none effect, but God
remembers it to a thousand generations, and here we find Him verifying
the prophecy that had been written. Note the accurate way in which
it was fulfilled: "In his days did Hiel the Bethelite build Jericho:
he laid the foundation thereof in Abiram his firstborn, and set up
the gates thereof in his youngest son Segub, according to the word
of the Lord, which He spake by Joshua the son of Nun." Yes, the
Lord remembers His precious, precious Word, although it may be
hundreds of years that have passed since the original Scripture declaration of it, but His foundation standeth the test of all time. God's
purpose stands faithful. How blessed it is to be found relying on
the Yea and Amen of J ehovah. Does the humblest believer in this
congregation cleave to the precious Word, whatever betide ~ Stand
in the Word of God, fixed and immovable.
And then we find the Lord tracing out in New Testament times
the keeping of His holy Word. There is this simple first verse. Jesus
visited this doomed city, He walked her streets, the streets of that
city on which God had pronounced so terrible a curse, and on those
who opposed Him. There may be, and there were, many devices
in the heart of man, nevertheless the counsel of God that shall stand.
Do you believe in the unalterable fixity of the Word of God, and are
you quite satisfied with the finality and eternity of that precious Word
which will never pass away ~ I trust you are. Jesus found here,
even in Jericho, a soul or two to be snatched out of the burning for
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Himself. A beautiful narrative is given us here of a Godly man-he
was made a Godly man and there is no change in God. "And, behold,
there was a man named Zacchoous, which was the chief among the
publicans, and he was rich. And he sought to see Jesus "-what a
singularly blessed sight for a sinner to see J esus-" Who He was." This
was a gracious man, he had hunger and thirst after the knowledge of
Jesus. No more wonderful search could be made than this-to seek
to know J esus-Jesus Who showed Himself by infallible proofs to
sinners who were made by grace desirous of seeing and knowing Him.
" And could not for the press, because he was little of stature." He
was an undersized man, but he had in him this great remarkable
desire which God, by His grace, gave him, and he devised a way to
gratify that desire which he found in his heart" to see Jesus Who He
was." "And he ran before, and climbed up into a sycamore tree
to see Him." God had provided that tree, it was one of His secret
things, He knew the name of it, and it was His purpose that this man
should be graciously gratified and should not seek a sight of Jesus in
vain. It was such a blessed longing, this gracious desire to see Jesus;
he set his heart upon seeing Him. These are sweet words in this
blessed portion, and how beautifully expressed: "For He was to pass
that way." It was given to Zacchoous to know that he would not
seek in vain, for Jesus was to come" that way" -the way of revelation,
the way of showing the one thing needful. And Jesus came; of
course He would if He willed to come, and He showed Himself. Oh,
what a revelation when the seeking sinner seeking the precious Saviour
is found of Him when He wills to show Himself. Jesus said to him,
" , Zacchoous, make haste and come down' -out of that tree, out of
thy hiding-place. God knows thee where thou art, and this is the
day of thy finding in power. God knows thy thoughts, He knows all
thy ways, and He has treasured up the remembrance of thee. Very
lovingly, very tenderly He has thee in His thoughts." And He made
the man willing in the day of His power. There were those who
murmured and pointed out that Jesus had gone to visit this man,
notwithstanding the manner of man he was-a sinner. But his sins
were hidden, they were covered, they could not be found, the great
Day of Account will settle that. One on high had separated this
man-numbered amongst sinners-as His own; the blessed Saviour
had set His heart even upon such a Zacchooan sinner as this. And
unto the Lord this man made a good confession: "Behold, Lord,
the half of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have taken anything
from any man by false accusation, I restore him fourfold." That was
the manner of man God's grace had made him. And Jesus took the
same view and said to him: "This day is salvation come to this
house, forsomuch as he also is a son of Abraham. For the Son of
man is come to seek and to save that which was lost." You should
always emphasize the Word of God correctly when you read it; it is
so precious-every word of it. Do you believe he was lost, but saved
by grace, called by grace and kept by grace ~ How I love that word
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save. The Lord has set apart His people for Himself. There can
be no confusion in His knowledge of them. They are saved, and
saved by the Lord, and effectually saved by the Lord. Here we
have it-" to save that which was lost." Oh, dear friends, I can add
but very little to that. By His grace He saved His people from their
sins, by His grace He is keeping them whom He has saved-His own
peculiar people-saved with an everlasting salvation. I can say good
things of the Lord, and great things. Feed on this precious truth,
on the good things of the kingdom. They are the Lord's choice
things-the Lord's peculiar inheritance. Feed on them to the full.
Be earnest in expecting the best things God has promised. He has
uttered them, and assured His dear people again and again that they
are His-saved in the Lord, ready for His call. He is coming soon,
the clouds will shortly divide to make way for His glory. Wait for
His promises. These promises He also made to the Godly people at
Jericho-the poor beggar on the one hand and the rich man on the
other, equally saved by a sinless Saviour. Oh, hope in Him, be
satisfied with Him more and more till you see Him as He is. He is
coming shortly. And as He was faithful in the case of the rich man,
so also was He in the case of the poor blind beggar, both of them
inhabitants of Jericho, waiting, waiting for the Lord, their Saviour.
CAUSE FOR REJOICING.
NOTES OF A SERMON PREACHED AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL,
BY THE REV. J. M. SANGAR, B.A., AUGUST 2ND, 1914.
" In this rejoice not, that the spirits are subject unto you,. but rather
rejoice, because your names are written in heaven."-LuKE x. 20.

,

f....·

.....

STRONG consolation this for everyone that belongs to Christ, if indeed
his calling has been made manifest. It is a remarkable thing that
such deep truth should be uttered so plainly and unmistakably before
the outpouring of the Spirit at Pentecost. The occasion was when
the seventy were privileged to be sent on a mission as the forerunners
of the Lord Himself (see verse 1). In this respect they were not unlike
John the Baptist. Later we find them returned with great joy. They
had had a pleasant surprise. They had gone forth thinking they had
nothing to do but to announce that in due time Jesus would come.
But to their delight they found they had a miraculous power bestowed
on them-devils were subject to them. So there was nothing more
natural than their exclamation of joy. We would have been equally
delighted if equally privileged. Mark the Lord's reply: "I beheld
Satan . . . fall from heaven." What do we understand by this ~ I
was very much surprised the other day in looking into a most learned
commentary to find it said that this referred to what was past-that
Christ had seen Satan fall from heaven long before He left His Father's
throne. But that would have had no bearing on the mission of the
.seventy. These are prophetic words. They would be more accurately
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rendered, "I was beholding." Just as if the Lord had said, "I am
not surprised at your success. When I sent you out I was beholding
a much grander victory-a victory in the glorious future-the utter
bruising of Satan under the feet of the Seed of the woman." The
Lord seized the occasion to enlarge their views as to their superior
privilege: "I give you power to tread on serpents and scorpions . . .
and nothing shall by any means hurt you." In the Acts of the
Apostles we see the promise signally fulfilled when Paul was unhurt
by the viper.
But we need not confine ourselves to literal vipers; these serpents
and scorpions refer to all sorts of spiritual evil, and the Lord Jesus
asserted the great principle that the people of God are never really
hurt. This is literally true. "There shall no evil happen to the just."
From the cradle to the grave they are regarded by God as pure and
spotless because clothed in the righteousness of the Son of God. Under
8~wh circumstances, how could the Lord suffer them to come to harm ~
They may have aches, but they never would have one were it not
that they would suffer without it. They may have temptations,
foul temptations, thousands of them-the holiest of saints have left
behind them a testimony that they have been tempted even to
blasphemous thoughts of the Lord Himself. They are tempted
tremendously, far more than the worldling. Satan has the world safe
enough, but as soon as a man belongs to Jesus, then at once Satan is
up in arms against him. But the Lord has mapped out from eternity
the way in which every foul transgression of the believer shall be
overruled for the glory of the Three-in-One and One-in-Three. In
the bliss of heaven, sorrow and sighing shall flee away; the remembrance of sin itself shall not cause grief. Its nature will be dead, and
if there is a remembrance of sin at all, there will be a companion
remembrance that every sin was forced against its own nature to
bring glory to God and benefit to His people. It has been a mine of
comfort in all ages, to read of the falls of God's most eminent saints.
Salvation is of the Lord, and the bare idea of real or final harm happening to anyone of His people imputes neglect to God Himself; it is
a reproach upon Christ, the Alpha and Omega of salvation. Many say
that Christ is their All in all, and that they have none other to trust to.
But they are trusting to their believing. They speak as if Christ had
come that man might be put into a salvable position; and that having
done so, He left it to them to accept His offers of salvation and so be
saved. But Christ came" to seek and to save that which was lost."
It is true that he who cometh to Him will in no wise be cast out; but
that is because it was the will of the Father that all given ones should
come. "This is the Father's will Which hath sent Me, that of all
which He hath given Me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up'
again at the last day."
And so the seventy were set at blessed Gospel liberty. "Rejoice
.. that your names are written in heaven." Jesus would not have
spoken so to the twelve, because of Judas being among them. But
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oh, matchless privilege! everyone of the seventy names was III
the Lamb's Book of Life from the foundation of the world.
That
was indeed an amazing thing, but was it peculiar ~ Our Lord did not
give them the blessed assurance because of their skill over evil spirits,
nor on account of any work of theirs. He said no more to them than
to any and everyone who is really made willing to come to Him to-night,
we shall say. It requires no high attainment in spiritual things to
supply evidence that the name is written in heaven. If anyone has
been given the willingness to be saved by Christ and Christ alone, has
been taught to count himself in desperate case, incapable of saving
himself from the bottomless pit, has been made willing to be saved in
God's fashion, then his name is written in heaven. This is no presumption. It is impossible to be satisfied with God's salvation unless the
Holy Ghost has drawn to Christ. If you are drawn to Christ, it is
proof positive that you are a subject of everlasting love. There is
but one reason for being drawn-" Yea, I have loved thee with an
everlasting love."
" Rather rejoice that your names are written in heaven." Christ
rejoiced as much as the seventy in their spiritual success, and
He rejoiced in giving them the promise that nothing should hurt
them.
We must not suppose that He prohibited them from
rejoicing in the subjection of the devils. It would be impossible
to help rejoicing if the Lord favoured us with signal ministerial
success. Every disciple is a minister in some sense, every disciple
is a servant, and there are many lowly departments for privileged
children of God for which they are specially qualified by Him. If
He gives success, of course they rejoice and are full of gratitude.
Christ told the seventy, however, that what they had been experiencing
was but one of very many streams of blessing that belong to His people.
Do not be so taken up with the stream as to forget the fountain; but
know this-that you could never have had any success unless you had
been singled out with your name in heaven. Oh! the privilege compared with the doom of those who depart from the Lord, with those
who" are written in the earth." As children write their names in the
sand and see them washed away by the first wave, so shall it be when
the wave of eternal judgment comes in upon a guilty world. What
then will be their portion who have rejected Christ, who have
established a religion of their own, claiming toleration and charity:
Such charity will be laid bare in eternity. Christian people nowadays
are not determined enough in denouncing this and that false religion.
If the Bible is true, the religion of the present day is the highroad to
hell. The Bible says, " If any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he
is none of His." But if he has been taught of the Spirit, there is no
doubt about his being taught to perfection and being landed, with all
the ransomed, safe in glory. If people are taken up with present-day
novelties, there is not a shadow of hope for them. Consult the Word
of God and find if it is not so. Novelties find no authority there. A
few fly to the Word, and the rest choose their own toleration and
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charity, refusing to accept the Lord's line of demarcation and giving
no evidence that they have ever been born again.
The Lord speak peace to His people. Everyone who hungers and
thirsts after righteousness, let him go away rejoicing that he was
chosen of God in eternity past, that he has received a life never to be
extinguished, that he must go from strength to strength till at last
he appears in Zion. Are there any here anxious to rarticipate in the
immunities of God's elect, willing that the sinner should be nothing
and God everything ~ Then go away hopeful that the root of the
matter is not lacking; go with the prayer, " Remember me, 0 Lord,
with the favour that Thou bearest unto Thy people: 0 visit me with
Thy salvation."

THE CONSOLATIONS OF HIS NAME.
WE read in Malachi iii. 16, 17, of a wonderful circumstance. "They
that feared the Lord spake often one to another: and the Lord
hearkened, and heard it." The more we contemplate the words,
the more we see the wonderful condescension of the Lord; that He,
the Lord of heaven and earth and sea, should think upon and behold
such sinful forgetful worrying creatures as we are. And not only
think and see, but that He should hearken, which implies bending
down and earnestly listening. He" hearkened, and heard," and did
something more. It pleased Him as He listened that His dear people
feared Him and " spake often one to another"-spake of Him. This
is well pleasing in His sight and in His ears, and His delight in His
blood-washed righteousness-clothed people is so great that " a book
of remembrance was written before Him for them that feared the Lord,
and that thought upon His Name." How sweetly He accommodates
His language to our comprehension! We take notes when there is
anything we specially wish to remember.' He always remembers, but
He lovingly suits His language to our capacities and tells us of His
" book of remembrance."
And He goes even further than this; He declares, " They shall be
Mine, in that day when I make up My jewels." Oh! dear reader,
does not our heart burn within us as we think of His wonderful love
and condescension and favour, counting us as treasures, jewels, that
He values ~ Does not the heart leap in ecstasy to think of His
listening, remembering, recording, and treasuring ~
Further on, in the fourth chapter of the Book of Malachi, we read:
"Unto you that fear My Name shall the Sun of righteousness arise
with healing in His Wings." The fearing is the attitude of jealously
loving. When we love anyone intensely there is a certain stress or
fear, a tender loving fear. The believer knows just what I mean
from his or her own sweet experience-the paradox of the union of
love and fear. To such the Sun of righteousness shall arise, Himself
the righteousness to the fearer of His Name, the lover of His Name.
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He shall arise-not to scorch, not to blind with glare, not to overwhelm
the guilty, lost, and helpless, but-oh! how tenderly it is worded"with healing in His wings." Sometimes this word is rendered
" beams" as being the sun's natural outcome, but I love the thought
of the sheltering, covering, caressing wings. "Healing in His wings" !
Healing for those who fear His Name. It brings to mind another
precious passage in the Song of Solomon i. 3: "Thy Name is as ointment poured forth"-ointment to heal, ointment to mollify the wound,
to soothe and to soften.
" How sweet the Name of Jesus sounds
In a believer's ear,
It soothes his sorrows, heals his wounds,
And drives away his fear."
Thus, dear reader, we see the blessing that comes of thinking upon
His Name and fearing His Name; and I have thought it might be
very helpful and establishing and cheering to study some of His many
tender and true and strong Names. We read in Prov. xviii. 10: "The
Name of the Lord is a strong tower: the righteous runneth into it
and is safe," or as it is in the margin, is " set aloft." This chimes in
wonderfully with Psa. xci. 14: "I will set him on high because he
hath known My Name." The believer is set aloft, or on high, when
he runs into the strong tower of the Name of the Lord, and it is because
he hath known His Name and made it his refuge. This brings us
naturally to another blessed declaration in Psa. ix. 10: "They that
know Thy Name will put their trust in Thee." Why ~ "For Thou,
Lord, hast not forsaken them that seek Thee." "Not forsaken"He never faileth. "I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee." His
people know this. "The people that do know their God shall be
strong, and do exploits" (Dan. xi. 32). And then again, see how
marvellously they who know His Name will be strengthened, strengthened through Him; see Psa. xliv. 5: "Through Thy Name will we
tread them under that rise up against us."
Now, it would be very helpful to know by what Names He calls
Himself, for thereby He assures us of the favour He bears towards us
in all circumstances. "Thou shalt call His Name Jesus: for He
shall save His people from their sins" was the Divine message at the
Saviour's birth. JEsus-sin-bearer, sin-taker. Oh, how precious is
this Name! How the sinner rejoices in the sinner's Friend! Another
-" This is His Name whereby He shall be called, THE LORD OUR
RIGHTEOUSNESS." Not only is there salvation from sin, but the saved
sinner is clothed with His righteousness-saved, and covered.
Again: "I am the L~rd thy God, That divided the sea, whose
waves roared: The Lord of hosts is His Name" (Isa. li. 15). This
cheers the fearing soul in time of storm and war, linking His Name
with power and deliverance. Then in Isa. liv. 5: "Thy Maker is
thine husband; The Lord of hosts is His Name; and thy Redeemer
the Holy One of Israel." We see love and redemption linked with

670

The Gospel Magazine

His power in this verse. "Thine husband"-the closest union on
earth; bearing His Name, belonging to Him, one with Him. And the
verse continues: "The God of the whole earth shall He be called."
o believer! how mighty is thine Husband, thy Maker. He Who
formed thee for Himself and joined thee to Himself in bonds of everlasting love and faithfulness is the Lord of hosts and the God of the
whole earth. Then in Jer. x. 16: "The portion of Jacob is not like
them"-that is, the" brutish" man, the false man, " vanity, and the
work of errors," who shall perish. "The portion of J acob "-His people
-" is not like them: for He is the former of all things; and Israel
is the rod of His inheritance: The Lord of hosts is His Name." This
evidences the favour of the Lord of hosts in contrast with those who
shall perish. "The rod of His inheritance": it is a wonderful name
by which the Lord thus names the people. He Himself owns and
forms His inheritance. "They be Thy people and Thine inheritance,"
pleaded Solomon at the dedication of the temple. "The Lord will
not cast off His people, neither will He forsake His inheritance," the
Psalmist sweetly wrote. And His people glory in calling Him their
inheritance. "The Lord is the portion of mine inheritance," wrote
David.
Again: "The Lord, Which giveth the sun for a light by day, and
the ordinances of the moon and of the stars for a light by night, Which
divideth the sea when the waves thereof roar; The Lord of hosts is
His Name" (Jer. xxxi. 35). Just before this verse the Lord had given
very gracious assurances to His people, and in order to comfort and
to strengthen their faith He enumerates some evidences of His great
power. For if He control the sun and moon and stars and sea and
is the Lord of hosts, how strong His protection, how all-embracing
His love, how comforting His promises! Again: "Their Redeemer
is strong; the Lord of hosts is His Name" (Jer. I. 34). Thus the
Lord cheers and encourages His little flock to place all their confidence
in Him and commit their cause to His gracious and wise and sovereign
and tender keeping. "Their Redeemer is strong"-ah! how strong
-strong in His power, strong in His redemption, strong in His love,
strong in His faithfulness. The Lord of hosts innumerable, multitudes
with Him ever ready to execute His will. And the Lord of hosts is
with us. How sweetly this is brought out in Psa. xlvi: "The Lord
of hosts" and" the God of Jacob." He controls countless armies
and yet is thy God, 0 believer; thy God Who loves to hear thee
confide all thy wants and difficulties and distresses to Him. Nothing
is too small to tell Him, and nothing too large to ask Him. He is
at once thy mighty God and thy Father in Christ Jesus.
We find in another passage-Isa. ix. 6-quite a cluster of Names:
" His Name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God,
The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace." This is the Name of
Him" with Whom we have to do" (Heb. iv.13). "Wonderful"yes, He doeth wonderful things in providence and in grace. All His
work is wonderful. He is wonderful in His calling, in His redemption,
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in His preservation, and in His glorification. "Counsellor "-He
instructs each one of His people which way they should go, which
is the right way, which is His way. "The mighty God "-His power
is irresistible, and when we think of might joined with God we feel
how vast and infinite that might is. "The everlasting Father"ah! dear reader, He would not terrify thee with His might. He
will not crush thee with His great strength. No, He will" put strength"
in thee, as poor Job said. One of the most endearing names on earth
is father. "Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth."
"I . . . will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be My sons and
daughters." "The Father Himself loveth you," and He is the everlasting Father, the never-changing, ever-loving, ever-living Father to
Whom we may always cling, to Whom we are welcome at all times,
to Whom we always have access. "The Prince of Peace "-" A
Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness
of sins," to bring peace through the blood of the everlasting Covenant.
He is our Peace. We are made nigh by the blood of Jesus Christ.
He hath made both one. "And the government shall be upon His
shoulder." This brings out another beautiful aspect of His loveas the Bridegroom. Many of us have seen this illustrated in the
Palestine Exhibitions when the bridegroom removes the veil from
the bride and throws it over his own shoulder, thereby signifying that
henceforth she will be under His own special care, he will undertake
all for her. Thus the heavenly Bridegroom undertakes all for His
Bride: her calling, her justification, her redemption, her all.
In Psalm lxviii. 4 we read: "Extol Him That rideth upon the
heavens by His name JAH, and rejoice before Him." This wonderful
passage is amplified by another, Deut. xxxiii. 26: "There is none
like unto the God of Jeshurun, Who rideth upon the heaven in thy
help, and in His excellency on the sky." Oh, how swiftly He travels
to the help of His people! And the next words are very tender, as
though He would fain not alarm His dear child by the exercise of His
strength. He gently adds: "The eternal God is thy refuge, and
underneath are the everlasting arms." As though to assure, Thou
art on My arms, My everlasting arms that will never let thee fall.
They are underneath thee; thou art in the refuge, the strong refuge
of the eternal God.
Now, having seen some of His Names, may we not well say with
David, "Let them also that love Thy Name be joyful in Thee" ?
We indeed love His Name. It is music in our ears; it is cordial to our
hearts; it is the one Name that binds together the family of God,
the Name that soothes our fears, that cheers the dying bed, that is
the heart of glory. It is the clarion of victory, the song of the redeemed,
the joy of the Father's Home on high-" Jesus! " " Jesus! "
" vVhen I can scarcely read or pray,
When troubled thoughts my soul dismay,
His precious Name I softly say,
Jesus I Jesus I
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And when upon the other shore
We sin and sorrow nevermore,
His praise shall echo o'er and o'er,
Jesus I Jesus! Jesus 1"
" I will praise Thee for ever, because Thou hast done it: and I will
wait on Thy Name; for it is good before Thy saints" (Psa. lii. 9).
"I will . . . praise Thy Name for Thy lovingkindness and for Thy
truth: for Thou hast magnified Thy word above all Thy Name"
(Psa. cxxxviii. 2). So manifold, so great His lovingkindness, David
felt he could not express the extent of it, and so uses this remarkable
expression, "Above all Thy Name," to emphasize it. "Able to do
exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think." And when
His blessings reach us in such full overflowing measure we are overwhelmed with His goodness and are ready to exclaim, " The half was
not told me."
"I will praise Thy Name, 0 Lord; for it is good" (Psa. liv. 6).
:May we all be enabled by His loving favour towards us to continue
the Psalmist's note of joy: "For He hath delivered me out of all
trouble: and mine eye hath seen his desire upon mine enemies"-enemies national, temporal, and spiritual. "He saved them for His
Name's sake, that He might make His mighty power to be known."
How often we read in His Word, "For His Name's sake." And
how often His people have pleaded this before Him in distress. For
" His Name's sake," to display His own sovereign power, He worketh
deliverances. And for His dear people also, for their sakes, He will
do marvellous things, making His power to be known. His people
are the salt of the earth; they are the beloved of the Lord; they are
the apple of His eye; they are graven on the palms of His hands;
and for their sakes He will deliver.
Do notice in that beautiful chapter, Isa. liv.-a chapter of most
sacred memories to me, so often did it comfort my beloved mother
now in glory-notice in the 15th verse: "Whosoever shall gather
together against thee shall fall for thy sake." This the Lord says to
His people whom He loves and protects on all sides; His people
who are " all fair" and in whom He sees " no spot"; His people
whom He keeps, whom He waters every moment, lest any hurt He
keeps night and day. "He That keepeth thee will not slumber."
Then note the 17th verse of this incomparable chapter and rejoice
in it, dear reader. It has been the stay and the experience of many
of the Lord's little flock. "No weapon that is formed against thee
shall prosper; and every tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment
thou shalt condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord,
and their righteousness is of Me, saith the Lord." Yes, His righteousness is " unto all and upon all them that believe" (Rom. iii. 22), His
Name-" This is His Name whereby He shall be called, The Lord our
righteousness."
.
Then, in conclusion, let us for a moment contemplate our glorious
Home with the Bridegroom of our souls, and rejoice in the sublime
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prospect-It They shall see His face; and His Name shall be in their
foreheads." We shall be manifested there as His own possession,
and He Whose thoughts to us are so precious will be ever with us, and
we with Him. May we glorify His blessed Name now, and trust in
His Name, wait upon His Name, love His Name, know His Name,.
and believe on His Name. Up there we shall bear His Name visibly,
and rejoice evermore with Him.
NETTlE.
THE BLESSEDNESS OF ENDURANCE.
" Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is triei1,
he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promisei1 to'
them that love Him."-JAMEs i. 12.

....

THE Epistle of James takes up the subject of man's justification
before God from a standpoint not dealt with so fully in other epistles.
The question asked by Bildad in the Book of Job, " How then can
man be justified with God ~ " (Job xxv. 4) is a question which is fully
answered in the New Testament Scriptures, in every aspect, and from
every point of view. The first part of the Epistle to the Romans
deals very exhaustively with the subject from the Divine standpoint'
Man can not work out his own salvation, until God has effectually
worked in "both to will and to do of His good pleasure." He can
not justify himself before God, until he has by grace through faith
been clothed with the result of the work which God has completely
finished. By virtue of that unconditional Covenant of sovereign
grace, God hath set forth Jesus to be our propitiation, our mercy
seat, our only means of approach and access, through faith in His
blood, in order that He might be just, and the Justifier of all who
believe in Him (Rom. iii. 26). And while thus we are justified once
for all judicially by God the Father, we are justified meritoriously
once for all by the precious blood of God the Son: "Being justified
freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus"
(Rom. iii. 24). And the instrument is faith: "Through this Man is.
preached unto you the forgiveness of sins: and by Him all that believe
are justified from all things" (Acts xiii. 38, 39). "Therefore being
justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ" (Rom. v. 1) .
But just as the Scriptures set before us the possibility, through the
blindness of unbelief, of possessing a dead hope as regards the future
life, in contrast to the possession of the living hope which comes only
through a vital participation in the resurrection of Jesus Christ from
the dead (1 Peter i. 3); so there is also presented to us the possibility
of having a dead faith, in contrast to the living faith which alone unites
us to God in Christ. "For as the body without the spirit [margin,
breath] is dead, so faith without works is dead also" (James ii. 26).
Hence we find the Apostle J ames takes up the question of justification from a human, or practical, standpoint; and shows us that while
43
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we are justified instrumentally by faith in the merits of Christ, we are
justified evidentially, or circumstantially, in the sight of the world by
works: that if our faith is a living faith, a saving faith that has for
ever justified us from all things in the sight of God, it must of necessity
produce certain evidences, both in our own experience and in our life
and testimony in the world. The world understands nothing at all
about our forgiveness or our faith, but it understands a good deal
about our life and our character. When the Lord Jesus dealt with
the paralytic, the multitudes could discern nothing different in him
because his sins were forgiven; but when he arose, and took up his
bed and walked, they glorified God and said, " We have seen strange
things to day" (Luke v. 26). And the Lord's word to every disciple
is, "Let your light so shine before men, that they may see "-not
your great faith, but--" your good works, and glorify your Father
Which is in heaven" (Matt. v. 16).
In the verse before us, two thoughts are suggested for our consideration: (I). The blessedness of enduring the temptation; and
(11). The ultimate result of such endurance.
I. "Blessed is the man that endureth temptation." The word
" blessed" is used chiefly in three connections in the New Testament
Scriptures: (1) It is applied in an essential and subjective sense to
God Himself: "The blessed God" (1 Tim. i. 11); "The blessed and
only Potentate" (1 Tim. vi. 15); "Christ . . . Who is over all, God
blessed for ever" (Rom. ix. 5). (2) Of this essential blessedness, all
believers, as partakers of the Divine nature, become inheritors in
Christ: "Who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly
places in Christ" (Eph. i. 3). (3) But the word is used in a third
sense-as in the passage under consideration-in relation to special
features of Christian life and character, in the existence or exercise
of which the blessedness is found. This is a different word in the
original, and is synonymous with the word" happy," and is so rendered
in chapter v. 11 of this Epistle in connection with the same subject:
" We count them happy which endure." In this sense it is equivalent
therefore to the word " blessed" so frequently employed in the Old
Testament Scriptures, especially in the Psalms. Cruden says, in
reference to this use of the word: "It is God's design and purpose
to make man supremely happy in the full enjoyment of Himself in
heaven." But in the Old Testament Scriptures, at any rate, the
word is associated with earthly happiness; and to some extent the
blessedness of enduring temptation, or trial, is begun here below.
When we examine the use of this word in the New Testament, however,
we find there is something associated with it which is not so apparent
in the Old Testament.
In the second verse of this Epistle, immediately after the salutation,
we notice the Apostle adverts at once to this subject. "My brethren,
count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; knowing this,
that the trying of your faith worketh patience" [endurance]. The
original word rendered" temptations" indicates" trials," or "test-

The Gospel Magazine

\ '

...

ings "; that which puts our faith to the proof, and which, if it is
patiently endured, becomes the justification by works which sets the
seal to our justification by faith. Thus," God did tempt [try, or
prove] Abraham" (Gen. xxii. 1); and Abraham was" justified by
works, when he offered Isaac his son upon the altar. . . . Faith
wrought with his works, and by works was faith made perfect"
(James ii. 21, 22). "The trying of your faith worketh out endurance."
The faith that stands the test of temptation or trial, and comes out
scathless, like gold that has been proved in the furnace, is a living
faith. Peter speaks of this testing, this trial of faith, as being
"much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be
tried with fire"; and shows us that the very purpose of the manifold
temptations, or testings, we are called upon to endure-though,
through the weakness of human nature they may bring heaviness of
heart and spirit-is that they "might be found unto praise and
honour and glory at the appearing [revelation] of Jesus Christ"
(1 Peter i. 7).
The blessedness, it must be observed, does not come in the fact
of our having to encounter the trial, but in our ability to endure it.
Grace alone can give that ability, and hence it is that the endurance
becomes the proof of our faith. The life of every believer is a life of
temptation, a life of testing or trial, just because it is a life that has
to be lived in the presence of sin; and not only sin without, but sin
within. For" if we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves,
and the truth is not in us " (1 John i. 8). It is the presence of sin
that provokes in the natural heart what James here calls" lust."
" Every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and
enticed" (chapter i. 14). This word in Scripture has not necessarily
the coarse and carnal meaning attached to it in the language of the
world. It signifies simply the natural desire of the human heart, the
desire to gratify self instead of satisfying the demands of God. We
are tempted or tried-our faith is tested or put to the proof-when
we are called upon to decide between doing our own will, and doing
the will of God which is opposed to our natural inclination; when,
in the hour of trial or affliction, we have either to fall back upon our
own resources, or to cast ourselves entirely upon the Covenanted
mercies of God.
We notice how this lesson comes out in all the five chapters of this
Epistle, illustrating in different ways the evidential side of our justification before God. The admonition in chapter i. 22: "Be ye doers
of the Word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves," supplies
the keynote of the teaching contained in the chapters that follow,
in which various aspects of every-day life and experience are considered in relation to Christian faith and duty.
In chapter ii. it is shown how faith is tested-put to the proofwith regard to respect of persons. Here is a warning against pride
and partiality. There is no respect of persons with God, and therefore
if our faith is of the right sort, we shall, in spiritual concerns, have no
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more respect to the man with a gold ring and splendid apparel, than
to the poor man in vile raiment.
In chapter iii. faith is shown to be tested in the use of the tongue.
Here the warning is against licence and boasting which tend also
to envy and strife. The member with which we bless God, which He
has given us on purpose that we may habitually offer the sacrifice
which is well pleasing unto Him-the sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, even the fruit of our lips-must be kept in subjection as far
as our conversation with the world is concerned.
In chapter iv. faith is shown to be tested by the character of our
relationships with the world. In a spiritual sense there can be no
bond of affection or sympathy between the true believer and the
popular associations of the world that crucified Christ. "The friendship of the world is enmity with God: whosoever, therefore, would
be a friend of the world maketh himself an enemy of God" (R.V.).
In chapter v. faith is shown to be tested by our attitude towards
wealth and material prosperity, and by our use of such earthly richesbe they great or small-as God has entrusted us with. They are not
to be accumulated for our own selfish gratification, but used for the
glory of God.
.
Thus the normal routine of daily life provides opportunities of
testing for all of us: it is in these various ways that the great adversary
of our souls, who is called the Tempter (1 Thess. iii. 5), seeks to bring
us into bondage, and to paralyse our faith; and yet these are the
means that a gracious and loving Father uses to test us, and try us,
and to prove whether we will walk in His ways or not. To endure
the temptation, to come triumphantly out of the trial, is to be carried
through it in the everlasting arms of Jesus, Who was " in all points
tempted like as we are, yet without sin" (Heb. iv. 15). It is to follow
the Divine order laid down for us in chapter iv. 7 of this Epistle:
(a) Submit yourselves to God; (b) Resist the devil. Put yourselves
under the hand of God-that is the literal meaning-or, be under
obedience to God. This is the first essential. How many Christians
strive day after day to resist the devil, and find the conflict a desperately unequal one, in which, alas! they are bound to fail, because
they have not first of all, deliberately and prayerfully, put themselves
under the hand of God through communion with Him in the Word.
To be subject in all things to God and the Word of His truth, in
other words, habitually to abide in Christ, is to find at all times the
needed grace and power successfully to meet the temptations of the
Evil One, and to realize the full blessedness of endurance in all seasons
of suffering and trial.
H. " For when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which
the Lord hath promised to them that love Him." The period contemplated here is, we suggest, not the day of trial and temptation, but
the day of manifestation before the judgment seat of Christ. The
words" when he is tried" do not refer to the present experience, but
to the future verdict from_the tribunal of the Righteous Judge. The
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R.V. more clearly expresses the meaning: "When he hath been
approved." It is in the day of testing now that the blessedness is
secured; it will be in the day of vindication that it will be consummated.
Paul refers to the same glorious prospect when he says to Timothy
(2 Tim. ii. 15): "Study [be diligent] to shew thyself approved unto
God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing
the Word of truth"; and very much the same thought is in Paul's
mind at the moment. He exhorts Timothy to be strengthened with
the grace that is in Christ Jesus that he may be prepared to endure
hardness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ; to contend earnestly and
lawfully as a spiritual athlete, that he may win the victor's crown;
even as he himself" endured all things for the elect's sakes, that they
may also obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal
glory." Here, again, in this connection, we learn that the real earnest
of future blessedness is fidelity to the Word of God; the true
secret of the endurance which begets the blessedness is to rightly
divide-to handle aright-the Word of truth. The words convey
the thought of a father dividing or administering bread for the needs
of his family: so we must receive from the hand of our heavenly
Father, through the administration of the Holy Spirit, the spiritual
food, the living bread, for the needs of our souls, using it at the same
time outwardly as the only weapon that can effectually beat off the
attacks of the Tempter and bring us victory in the strife. Thus only
shall we endure the test of temptation and trial, and show ourselves
approved unto God in the day of manifestation.
" When we stand before the throne, dressed in beauty not our own,"
we shall all receive the things done in the body, according to that
we have done whether it be good or bad (2 Cor. v. 10). The same
Word that it is our privilege and delight to feed upon now, that is
our compass and guide in our earthly pilgrimage, our strength and
stay in all times o~ sorrow and distress, is the same Word that will
judge and vindicate us in that day.
" When he hath been approved, he shall receive the crown of life."
We do not wear the crown till the day of Christ, when that life which
is now hidden with Him in God shall be manifested with Him in glory.
Paul, earnestly striving in the spiritual race in order to obtain an
incorruptible crown, contemplated the alternative with anxious dread,
when, in writing to the Corinthians, he said, " I keep under my body,
and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have
preached to others, I myself should be a castaway" [not approved]
(1 Cor. ix. 27). There are different crowns mentioned in this connection-four at least. Here, in the passage before us, the crown of life
is associated with those who have patiently and faithfully endured
the stress and strain of earthly trials; and a further distinction in
connection with this crown is that it has been promised by the Lord,
and will necessarily be given by the Lord, " to them that love Him."
Exactly the same expression occurs in chap. ii. 5: "Hath not God
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chosen the poor of this world rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom
which He hath promised to them that love Him?" "We must through
much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God" (Acts xiv. 22);
and every inheritor of the kingdom will wear the victor's crown of
life. Love to Him Who hath " loved us, and washed us from our
sins in His own blood," is the motive power of all faithful endurance
of trial, as well as of all true sympathy with others in circumstances of
sorrow and suffering. And it is in the ordinary experiences of everyday l~fe that we shall gain the grace and the strength to meet the
extraordinary experiences which many of us may very soon be called
upon to endure.
For at this present time God is testing-putting to the proof-the
Christianity and the faith of thousands, in our own country and in
other countries, in a way and to an extent, perhaps, that they have
never been tested before. Trials of the most terrible nature are rending
the hearts of the Lord's people in many of the nations of Europe,
where the scourge of this awful war is leaving ruin and desolation
behind it. Our own country, although implicated in the conflict,
has so far, by the mercy of God, been spared the fearful experiences
which neighbouring countries are enduring. Yet into how many
hundreds of English families already has the angel of death entered,
while anxiety and suffering and sorrow are penetrating thousands of
homes where but a few weeks ago all was happiness and peace.
God has undoubtedly entered into controversy with the nations,
. on account of national transgressions and apostasy from His Truth;
and, in common with the rest, Britain is assuredly on its trial before
Him. As we think of the immoral conditions and the spiritual declension which more or less permeate all classes of society, the idolatry
and superstition, the philosophical paganism and worldliness, so
prevalent in our Churches, we can not but be reminded of the refrain
of the Prophet of old: "For all this His anger is not turned away,
but His hand is stretched out still." As a nation we have enjoyed
privileges and blessings, perhaps beyond all the modern nations of
the world; and unto whom much is given, of them much is required.
The warnings to Israel in the old dispensation appeal with irresistible
force to us to-day; "Beware that thou forget not the Lord thy God
. . . and thou say in thine heart, My power and the might of mine
hand hath gotten me this wealth. . . . If thou do at all forget the
Lord thy God . . . I testify against you this day that ye shall surely
perish" (Deut. viii. 11-19).
We would like to see more evidence that the voice of God is heard
in our national councils, and that there was a more general recognition
by our statesmen of the fact that it will not be by our material power
and wealth alone that we can become victorious in the present conflict,
but only through the mercy and under the hand of God. We are
very thankful, however, to read such words as those uttered in the
course of two public speeches a few weeks ago. The first, spoken
by Lord Rosebery, on the 5th September, were quoted by the Rev. T.

-

The Gospel Magazine

679

Houghton in the October issue of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE; the other
words spoken by Lord Selborne, at Coventry, a few days later, were
as follows: "Do not think for one moment that we can conquer only
by the material resources of the country. Unless God be with us
we can not win through. If He be with us then those that are on
our side are more than all those that are against us."
May the gracious Lord so direct the hearts of our people towards
Himself in this peculiar period of trouble, that as a nation we may not
disregard His warnings, but that we may effectually call upon Him
in the hour of need, so that He may assuredly deliver us, and we may
give unto Him the glory and the strength, even the glory that is due
unto His Name. May He more and more shed abroad His love in our
hearts individually, by the Holy Ghost Who is given unto us, that
whatever the distresses and trials which may lie in our pathway in
the immediate future, however deep the waters through which we
may have to pass, we may have the assurance of His abiding presence
and love, and then wear the crown of life to His glory throughout the
countless ages of eternity.
Oookley, Kidderrninster.
W. P.
THE SHADOW OF DEATH TURNED INTO THE MORNING.
" And turneth the shadow of death into the rnorning."-AMos v. 8.

THE redeemed of the Lord whom He hath redeemed from the hand
of the enemy are a people interested in the everlasting discriminating
love of God, the true fruit of which is, that in a day of power He brings
them out of their nature darkness and the shadow of death, and breaks
their bands in sunder. The Psalmist claims to be a servant of Jehovah
upon this very ground: "0 Lord, truly I am Thy servant . . . Thou
hast loosed my bonds."
When the Lord Jesus was born in Bethlehem the word by Isaiah
was fulfilled, " The people that walked in darkness have seen a great
light: they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them
hath the light shined." All the while that Job remained in the darkness of God's humbling dispensation towards him, he could but mourn
and say, "On my eyelids is the shadow of death"; but when God
turned his captivity, this shadow of death no longer rested on his
eyelids, for he saw the goodness of a Covenant God in the land of the
living; and the sight of this" good" dispelled all his former gloomy
fears. Also Joseph, when he was brought hastily out of his prisonhouse and made to ride through the streets of Egypt to the sound of
" Bow the knee," had a marvellous experience of the faithfulness of
Jehovah in appearing for them that are His. The two disciples on
their way to Emmaus were under a heavy cloud such as might well
be called a shadow of death. Was there not, as they viewed their
then chief concern and prospect, a shadow of death upon them? Hear
their own words ·in regard to it: "Concerning Jesus of Nazareth,
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Which was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the
people: and how the chief priests and our rulers delivered Him to be
condemned to death, and have crucified Him. But we trusted that
it had been He That should have redeemed Israel." Or as one of our
hymns"Sees every day new straits attend,
And wonders where the scene will end."
Here is a death to their expectations, to their hopes, and to that wherein
they trusted. And so it is found even to-day, in respect of the Lord's
present leadings and dealings with them that are His. "By Covenant
transaction and blood," He does indeed lead these by a way they
knew not. He brings them into darkness, shows them hard things
and crooked things, among other purposes to confound the wisdom
of the flesh that is in them, and then afterwards to make their crooked
places straight. Did all the things which the two told Him then and
there, that had "happened" to Him, make Him to be one jot less
than He was before, God in His Covenant engagements, or to them as
a Redeemer in respect of " His Godhead, blood, and Name"? No,
not one whit. And they went on to tell Him that they had heard He
was alive and risen from the dead. What, then, did all they thus
mournfully related go to establish, but the testimony of Moses and
the prophets concerning Him? that these things were now done
a.nd accomplished once and for ever; yea, and made good before
their very eyes.
So, indeed, it is with many of God's own tried and mourning elect
at this very day. They take a gloomy view of things; they see
" their hopes o'erturned, their projects crossed," and that is the shadow
of death unto them. They, with their eye of sense, looked for something different from this, even a great redemption and deliverance.
But, oh! what a blessed way He took with those disciples, to chase
away their gloom and turn their shadow of death into the morning.
He talked to them and opened to them the Scriptures! And that is
His way still. Did not the very things that so stumbled and confounded them in their eye of sense and reason, the rather go to prove
Him to be the great, the glorious, the almighty He That had redeemed
.God's Israel of Jew and Gentile elect, even from death, from hell, and
from the grave? Aye, indeed, He had done so all the while they
were pouring forth their gloomy and mournful complaint into His
ears Who had already done for them great things and unsearchable,
without number, measure, or end; things as high as the height of
God's everlasting love to His chosen in Christ Jesus, Who had already
endured the penalty of a broken law for them, namely death; yea,
and in the very hour and article thereof had accorded to Justice
Divine and eternal all its claims against the vast multitude ·of
transgressors who were numbered with Him and made one with
Him by election grace. Most assuredly will He bring all and every
one of these to God, to an eternal inheritance, and to everlasting life.
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.. It is finished I Hear the word!

Full salvation's in it."

-..

:....

Thus He redeemed His own Israel from hell and the second death,
from the pit wherein is no water, and from the punishment due to
•~
their sins. Oh! what a great, what an eternal redemption.
David by faith anticipated this when he said, " Yea, though I .walk
through the valley of the shadow of death "-His Lord incarnate to
remove the substance of it in due time-It I will fear no evil: for Thou
art with me; Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me." He had
Christ in his heart, the bread, or staff, of eternal life, on which to feed,
and he had Christ's righteousness and strength to justify and support
him; yea, the rod that should come forth out of the stem of J esse,
with all the blessings of the everlasting Gospel in His train.
What a safe way, what a sure way, is the opening up of the Scriptures, to dispel gloom and turn the shadow of death into the morning.
Doth He not to-day, as then, prove Himself to them that are His,
the true, the glorious, the alone Zaphnath-Paaneah, the Man by
Whom the secrets of discriminating and everlasting love are revealed ?
As He said, "Henceforth I call you not servants . . . but I have
called you friends; for all things that I have heard of My Father I
have made known unto you" (John xv. 15).
" And it came to pass, as He sat at meat with them, He took bread,
and blessed it, and brake, and gave to them. And their eyes were
opened, and they knew Him." Ah! this is He! The very joy of
heaven, where"They shall see His face,
And never, never sin;
There from the rivers of His grace
Drink endless pleasures in."
Now literal eventide,. and mental gloom, are turned into a morning of
spiritual light and joy.
So was it with the disciples in their fishing-boat, as recorded by the
Apostle John, chapter xxi.: "That night they caught nothing. But
when the morning was now come, Jesus stood on the shore"; and
with Him an abundance of blessings. "Weeping may endure for a
night, but joy cometh in the morning}' Therefore the disciples could
say"In darkest shades if He appear,
My dawning is begun;
He is my soul's bright Morning Star,
And He my rising Sun."
.
Is not He " the light of the morning," and that " a morning without
clouds," to all the given ones ~
What a shadow of death to those whom Jesus loved, even to Martha
and Mary, when their brother Lazarusfell sick of the sickness which
ended in his death, and that to the intent they might have a blessed
manifestation 9f His tender lovingkindness and Divine power, and
see Him and know Him as-
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"The Resurrection from the dead,
The Life of all that live."

Now, how does the faith of the operation of God look at and speak ,of
death? Differently, indeed, from the man who is written in the earth.
The man of God speaks of it as " gain"-" To me . . . to die is gain" ;
the latter as an enemy depriving him of all his fleeting pleasures and
comforts. Jesus enters into the weeping of them that weep. "Surely
He hath borne our griefs and carried our sorrows." Surely"In every pang that rends the heart,
The Man of Sorrows had a part."

And, therefore, if His friend Lazarus had lain in the grave four days
already, what was that to Christ? What was that to Him Who is
" Death of deaths and hell's destruction" to everyone that is His. So
He said" to the north, Give up; and to the south, Keep not back:
bring My sons from far, and My daughters from the ends of the earth."
And He brought forth His friend Lazarus from death and the grave
to see a recovering such as he had never seen nor experienced before.
No morning like that to him.
And is not this in store among His treasures to be revealed to all
them that love Him? A morning is at hand, when all clouds and gloom
and shadows and deaths shall be swallowed up of life and light, joy
and gladness; when to their eternal comfort they shall most blessedly
and most gloriously realize that their sun shall no more go down,
neither shall their moon withdraw itself, for the Lord shall be unto
them an " everlasting light," and the days of their mourning shall be
ended.
Birkenhead.
G. A.
"THIS GOD IS OUR GOD."
" For this God is our God for ever and ever.' He will be our guide even
unto death."-PsALM xlviii..14.

.

LET us first consider the passage of God's people Israel through the
Red Sea. There must have been a double test of their faith in going
on step by step, for human nature would question whether the waters
would remain parted until all were" clean passed over," and whether
if the passage was safe for them it would not be equally safe for the
enemy pursuing them. True they had the word of the Lord through
Moses, "Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord,
which He will shew to you to day: for the Egyptians whom ye have
seen to day, ye shall see them again no more for ever" (Exod. xiv. 13) ;
still it must have required great faith to go forward in the circumstances. What a grand and graphic description we have of it all in
this fourteenth chapter of Exodus: "The children of Israel walked
upon dry land in the midst of the sea; and the waters were a wall
unto them on their -right hand, and on their left. . . . And Israel
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saw the Egyptians dead upon the sea shore" (vv. 29, 30). It was
the Lord's loving purpose thus to defend His own people at the very
outset of their flight from Egypt. How often this wonderful preservation must have recurred to their thoughts and strengthened their
faith in subsequent dangers. Over and over again it is referred to in
1dle Scriptures. There is much in a short sentence in Psa. lxvi. 6 :
" They went through the flood on foot: there did we rejoice in Him."
"On toot" -they had no external help from horses and chariots.
" There "-in the very midst of the danger, danger from the water,
danger from the enemy, "there did we rejoice." What! Rejoice at
the danger? No-" There did we rejoice in Him." Oh, beloved
believer, how blessed for us! We too, going" through the flood on
foot," may "rejoice in Him." Though encompassed by dangers, if
we know Him we may assuredly "rejoice in Him." It is a word of
special comfort just now in these solemn days, when "wars and
rumours of wars," nation rising against nation and kingdom against
kingdom, "distress of nations, with perplexity," and "men's
hearts failing them for fear," seem to bespeak the speedy calling away
of the children of God. " For when these things begin to come to pass,
then look up and lift up your heads, for your redemption draweth
nigh."
But this wonderful preservation thus early in their forty years'
wandering did not exempt the Israelites from subsequent fears or
from after discipline. And so with us. Many and wonderful have
been our deliverances in the past, yet still new dangers and temptations beset us. But grace is given us moment by moment, as we need
it. And past experiences strengthen our faith for present emergencies,
and past falls serve as present warnings. Yet day by day we need to
"put on the whole armour of God." Day by day we need to be kept
by the Spirit abiding in conscious union with the Lord Jesus Christ.
Day by day we need to pray earnestly for grace for the day.
Rebellious,self-willed, stubborn-nay, what was man not in the
way of evil, during those wilderness wanderings? He was all things
evil and the Lord was all things merciful. Full of longsuffering, lovingkindness, tender mercies, and forgiving compassions-this was what
the Lord was then, and He is still the same. And we in no way differ
from Israel of old. Collectively and individually, we too are prone to
evil, prone to wander, prone to fall. But the love that has chosen us
will restrain us; the grace that has sought us will constrain us; and
the power that has drawn us will sustain us. With us as with Israel,
through dry land in the midst of the Red Sea, He will ever lead forth
His own people" by the right way."
The third and fourth chapters of the Book of Joshua record the
second miraculous passage of the children of Israel " on dry ground"about forty years after the first and at the close of the wilderness
journeyings. Once again did J ehovah cause a similar parting of the
waters. "The waters which came down from above stood and rose
up upon an heap. . . and those that came down toward the sea of the
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plain, even the salt sea, failed, and were cut off" (Joshua iii. 16). Such
was God's way, as His Word records it. But this time" a memorial"
was to be raised to attest the fact. There was to be a double witness.
"I Joshua set up twelve stones in the midst of Jordan" (Joshua iv. 9).
" The children of Israel . . . took up twelve stones out of the midst
of Jordan . . . unto the place where they lodged, and laid them down
there" (v. 8). An invisible witness in the bed of the river Jordan,
and a visible witness on the bank of the river. May we draw a lesson
from this ~ We must have the invisible internal witness that we
belong to the Lord. "The Spirit Itself beareth witness with our
'spirit, that we are the children of God" (Rom. viii. 16). And we are
to be visible witnesses to the world, by our lives, " Whose we are and
Whom we se-rve." "Ye also shall bear witness" (John xv. 27). "Ye
shall be witnesses unto Me" (Acts i. 8). But how we fall short in this
witness bearing! May the Holy Spirit enable us to be more faithful
at all costs, and may we be kept more prayerful and more watchful,
that all who come in contact with us may know for a certainty by our
words and actions, that we truly do bear witness unto Him.
When Elijah and Elisha were journeying together, "they two
stood by Jordan. And Elijah took his mantle and 'wrapped it together
and smote the waters, and they were divided hither and thither so
that they two went over on dry ground" (2 Kings ii. 7, 8). The
believer is never alone. Our Elijah, the Lord Jesus Christ, is always
beside us in the waters of life and in the waters of death. He will be
with us from first to last. He will make our rough places smooth and
our crooked places straight. He will lighten our darkness, overcome
hindrances, and remove perplexities. And the everyday temporal
struggle and the daily spiritual conflict are alike controlled and smitten
'I hither and thither" for us by the almighty power of our God.
He can do and He does do all this for His own believing people
who trust in Him, while they pass through the waters of life. And
He will do as much for them at the waters of death. If He tarry and
we come to the brink of Jordan, that also shall be smitten before~us
by His own invincible might, and we shall pass" over on dry ground"
into the land of " everlasting light," when the days of our mourning
'shall be ended.
Brixton.
ELEANOR CONYERS BOWER.
THE OTHER SIDE.
," IN My Father's house are many mansions," the Lord said to His
disciples, "if it were not so, I would have told you." He assures
them again of their most happy prospects, and at the same time speaks
in all the simplicity of love and friendship, keeping nothing back
from those who hung on His words. He had told them what they
''Would have to endure-that He sent them forth as sheep in the midst
of wolves; that they would be hated of all men, 'and delivered up
'to councils for His sake. The literal truth of the Lord's sayings-
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many of them experienced-and doubtless the sentiment, if not the
very words, of Newton's hymn, found place in the midnight harmony
of Paul and Silas: "Why should I complain of want or distress,
temptation or pain? He told me no less."
. To us the lines have fallen in different places. We live indeed in
the atmosphere and overshadowing of fear and apprehension, but
to this very day the Lord has preserved our dear bodies to us intact
from famine, peril, nakedness, and sword. Yet what the Lord told
His followers before He suffered is true even with us. "In the world
ye shall have tribulation." Of this, at one time or another, everyone
taught of God is fully persuaded in his own mind. Then there is
the other side: "Be of good cheer; I have overcome the world";
"These things have I spoken unto you, that in Me ye might have
peace." Paul had learned this when he stood before Agrippa and spoke
of Jesus as having at one and the same time sent him to, and delivered
him from, the Gentiles. It was his commission-to go to those from
whom he was delivered. The same was the lot of Ezekiel: "I send
thee to the children of Israel.. . . be not afraid of them, neither be
afraid of their words, though briers and thorns be with thee, and
thou dost dwell among scorpions; be not afraid of their words, nor
be dismayed at their looks." "They shall fight against thee" was
the prospect held out before Jeremiah, but the unfailing assurance
of security in God, Who brings .with Him a wall of fire, was, "They
shall not prevail."
This is truth and grace in the spiritual conflicts of the "called,
chosen, and faithful." The King of kings and Lord of lords sets
nation against nation and kingdom against kingdom, but He manifests
Himself at the same time in the lot of some poor loving trembling
disciple with sustaining love and power, watching while Satan, full
of rage, sends a wicked spirit to destroy the peace and rob and spoil
the precious things of a subject lost to him. Real things these are.
The soldiers of Christ are" tempted and slain with the sword," thrust
through with lies from hell, war and hate where God has spoken
peace and love. But they must and do overcome, for the battle is
the Lord's. Satan will still, as· Bunyan has it, "look ugly upon
them," but" Christ Who conquered for them once will in them conquer
too." He looks from the height of heaven, gives the kingdoms of the
earth to whomsoever He will, but He dwells with him who is of a
contrite heart. If it were not so, He would have told them.
FOLLOWER-ON.

l

WHEN we pray to be spared a trial, it may well be answered, " Ye
know not what ye ask." We know not of what supplies we should
thus deprive ourselves. Yes, we are a people to be wondered at_
How extraordinary that we should be marked ones, and t,hat all should
be forced to see that our Kingdom is not from hence, and that our
hope is laid up in heaven.-The late Theodosia, Lady Powerscourt.
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"THE CHRISTIAN JOURNAL OF A WINTER-DAY."
By THE LATE REV. JOHN BROWN, OF HADDINGTON.
[EXTRACTS.]

" Speak to the earth, and it shall teach thee: and the fishes of the sea
shall declare unto thee."-JoB xii. 8.

"WHAT a frightful dream hath awakened me! Often through the
multitude of idleness, and of evil business, have my dreams been
vain, or vile: but I wish this, of the day of judgment, of my receiving
a sentence of damnation, and being dragged by devils to the bottomless
pit, be not a presage of future reality. Woe's me! how like this
dream is the confused exercise of my soul! Convictions of sin, such
as they were, I have had; but receiving and resting on Jesus Christ
alone for salvation, I know not. Oh, to have Him, and be found in
Him! to want [lack] all, rather than Him! Lord, give me Christ, or
else I die.
"The cock crows. Bestir thyself, my lazy soul: is this animal,
who is in no danger of eternal ruin, already awakened? and shaH I
sleep in more awful hazard, than if on the top of a mast, and in a
raging ocean. Was I made for no higher end, than to sleep? Yes,
yes; I was made for eternity: let the eternal Spirit thoroughly
awaken and convince me of sin." . . .
" Alas! severe pains have seized me; how can I bear this torment?
Be still my soul, wherefore' should-a living man complain, a man for
the punishment of his sin? I am indeed a living hospital; am
tormented; but blessed be God, it is not in eternal flames. I have
yet drops of water to cool the tip of my tongue, which is infinitely
more than I deserve. The calls of His Word being despised, He takes
His rod to drive folly far from my heart; may it accomplish His end;
may it, like Aaron's, bud with blessings to my soul. If the froward
wretch must be whipt with scorpions, let me be driven to Jesus
the Physician.
Oh, the wretched case of my heart! it is pricked
with deep convictions; and rageth with enmity against a Saviour.
Lord, I dare not cry, Remove Thy stroke from me; but strike,
wound, drive, and draw me to Thyself.
"The cock crows again. When he who denied Jesus heard the
second crowing, he went out, and wept bitterly. My soul, how often
have I denied the Saviour! denied Him an honourable confession
in my life! He that is not with Him, is against Him. Rise, therefore,
from thy lazy couch; go out and weep bitterly. How can I sleep,
how lie at ease, under the awful weight of so much unrepented of, of so
much unpardoned guilt? 'Arise, 0 sleeper, call upon thy God'; it
may be He will think on me, that I perish not. Lord Jesus, art not
Thou a Prince exalted to give repentance, and remission of sins?
Why then deny me these blessings? My sole hope is, that there are
with Thee degrees of mercy, beyond whatever men made use of.
Carest Thou not that Thy near kinsman perish ?
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"The morning star is risen. Alas! have I once more seen him,
without having the day-star of grace risen in my soul? Lord, I cILn
not, I will not, want [lack] Thee any longer. If Thine enemy hunger,
feed him with Thy flesh, if he thirst, give him Thy blood to drink;
so shalt Thou heap heart-melting coals of fire on his head. Hast
Thou not said, ' Unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given . . .
and His Name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The Mighty God,
The Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace'? I believe; 'Lord,
help Thou mine unbelief.' "
" In this family I need expect no private worship; the world seems
their principal deity, and to her they must pay their early devotions.
Let me double my diligence in secret worship. If others will starve
their immortal souls, it is not fit that I should do it for the sake of
company. Doubtless the curse of the Lord is in the habitations of
the wicked; let me speed away from it; better dwell with a raging
plague, than with a wasting curse. Oh, what fools, what mad men,
are those, who thrust themselves, or their seed, into wicked worshipless
families, for the sake of a few pence more gain.
"I have now got my staff in my hand, but my hard couch hath
wearied and unfitted me for my journey. Murmur not, my soul;
what a surprising mercy is a hard bed to one who richly deserved to
be in hell! Had mine been soft, perhaps I had now wallowed in
wantonness, or been drowned in sloth. 0 happy hardness, that
roused me to an early prayer. . . . But, ah! how hath my lying on
a bed of sin unfitted me for a heavenly journey! Lord, I am fit for
nothing; neither to teach nor learn; neither to think nor speak;
neither to do nor suffer. How I have unproven my time, I am ashamed
to speak; amazed to think. Go through all that I am, within or
without, and all that I have done; what am I but vileness and
abomination? I have run through all the means of knowledge, and
yet see no truth in her glory; through all afflictions, and yet I am
not humbled nor serious; through all mercies, and yet I am not
thankful; through all means of good, and yet I am evil, only evil,
transcendently evil, in the highest degree, to this day. Lord, did
ever such a deformed sinner exist? did ever such a criminal apply to
Thee for mercy? was ever such a work done to a poor wretch since
the creation, as the saving of my soul must be? But oh, how that
salvation to the uttermost melts and supports my heart! My soul,
hast thou got the staff of a promise into thy hand, to support thee
in this winter-journey! Oh, for a message from above, to bear my
spirits up! Dare not go forth without this. Methinks Jesus whispers
. to my heart, ' He shall call upon Me, and I will answer him: I will
be with him in trouble; I will deliver him, and honour him. With
long life will I satisfy him, and shew him My salvation.' 'And v n
to your old age I am He; and even to hoar hairs will I carry you :
I have made, and I will bear; even I will carry, and will deliver you.'
Let this be my staff to-day; it seems to forebode a life of trouble;
but ' surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my
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life:', The everlasting mercy of God shall support me under, sweeten,
and see all my troubles out. What shall I fear, who have Omnipotence
my Friend 1 Pains, losses, and disappointments, may threaten me;
but any of them will not reach me, or will do me good: let me wait
a while, I shall see them all in their proper, their lovely figure.
Be Thou, Jehovah, my God; and the whole world is mine: I shall
be rich, till Thou art poor: while Thou art Sovereign I shall be safe.,
Oh, how sweet, how safe, to go through floods of tribulation, leaning
on a Saviour! The inconstancy of human nature might indeed
terrify me: whatever I am for the present, I might tremble to think
what I may become. But my comfort is, that my Husband is the
Lord Who changeth not; therefore shall I not be consumed." . . . .
"The day is cold; my coat thin, and partly ragged; my shoes
draw water; let me run the faster to keep myself in heat. Ah!
how many winter-days of wrath have I travelled with nothing covering
me before God, but a thin outward profession, a ragged, a wrathdeserving self-righteousness! May I now put on the Lord Jesus as
my righteousness and strength; be 'shod with the preparation of
the Gospel of peace'; have my mind well instructed and established,
and my affections captivated with Divine truth: and the more wants
I have, let me run the faster to my heavenly Father's house, where
there is food and raiment, ,enough and to spare." . . .
"This crowding of the household feathery people; this chirping
of the tenants of the sky; their assembling about the farmer's
mansion, and hedges, ·foretells an angry blast. May I foresee the
evil and avoid it: may I and many millions of my race, in the view
of death and trouble, mourn bitterly for our sin, and lodge ourselves
near the Deliverer, the covert from the storm, and from rain.
"How, amidst this cold, these labourers sing and whistle at their
plough! Learn, my soul, to serve Christ with cheerfulness and joy,
even in the winter of temptation and distress; rejoice always in
God, through my Lord Jesus Christ, by Whom I have received the
atonement; and count it all joy when I fall into divers temptations.
How foolish and unfaithful are these ditchers! diligence is necessary
to keep their bodies in temper; yet scarcely hath their master turned
his back, when they neglect their business, and hide their hands in
their bosom! Alas! how few servants believe that God alway seeth
them! how few pay as much regard to their Maker's eye, as to their
master's! How little do we, professed Christians, set the Lord before
us! How often by sloth, or improper work, do we put ourselves out
of every degree of proper frame for duty.
" How quick it freezeth, how hard is the earth in a short time, how
little influence hath the low, the distant, and short-lived sun. Is not
this frozen earth a proof of God's sovereignty, Who alone can open
and seal the face of nature, at His pleasure 1 Is it not an emblem
of my frozen heart, which He alone can thaw 1 But, alas! so distant
is the Sun of Righteousness, so low His elevation in my soul, so
short His visits, that I have scarce seen His face, or felt His love,
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when my darkness and cold are returned! Oh, for that long summerday of endless glory, when His noon-tide brightness shall dazzle my
eyes, and the genial warmth of His love shall melt my soul to the
centre, and inflame all her powers with love to Him!
"Where is now the beauty of summer ~ No grass, no corn now
shoots; no flowers blossom; almost every tree is naked and bare.
When it is winter with the Church, how great is her barrenness! how
few her converts: how scanty the good works of her members! When
Jesus withdraws from my soul, how my graces languish and fade!
every thing appears withered to, and in, my heart. Ordinances and
promises, once like the garden of God, are as a dry desert: the Tree
of Life seems a root out of a dry ground; and His heavenly paradise
an idle tale, an empty dream. But amidst these winter horrors,
firs, hollies, cedars, and some other vegetables retain their verdure.
Oh, how fat and flourishing, even while others fade, are those who
dwell in the courts of God, and live in habitual fellowship with Him."
"Here one changes a bank-note. I have none such to change;
but blessed be the Lord, I have far better. All the promises, the
bank-bills of heaven, are mine; payable to me according to need:
let my constant business be, by prayer of faith, to present and protest
them at the throne of grace; what wealth of communion with, and
conformity to God, may I thus enjoy on earth! what fulness of glory
hereafter in heaven." . . . . .
" Now the moon and the stars begin to shine; but were ten thousand
torches also lighted, they could not all make, nor retain the day.
Nothing but Thy presence, Thy smiles, 0 Jesus, can give day to my
soul; nothing else can enlighten my mind, or warm my heart. But
oh! when shall twilight, and momentary blinks of Thy countenance,
give place to noon-tide, to unceasing vision ~ How short is our
winter-day. How short is time in respect of eternity! how short in
respect of the work which we are called to do in it! And will you,
sons of men, by unnecessary sleep, idleness, or sinful wasting of it,
shorten it further ~ Ah! how will your misspent moments sting
you at last; bite like serpents, and sting like adders!
"How rich this starry firmament! Thrice noble pasture of the
mind! 0 garden of the Deity! paradise unlost, where I meet my
God in every view! Ye stars, shall I call you full· blown lilies ~ or
lamps, hung in golden chains of will Divine ~ or nightly sparksglowing embers on heaven's broad hearth ~ Even you stars, whose
beams set out at nature's birth, are scarce arrived on our coasts;
what hand behind the scene, what arm almighty put your wheeling
globes in motion, launcheth you through the illimitable void, or winds
up your vast machines! You globes of heavenly fire, my Father's
pupils, the channels of His benign influence to men, how far you shine,
and sing my Saviour's praise! With what ravishment you warm my
fainting heart, that weak bespattered I, amidst countless angels and
men redeemed, shall for ever shine as a star in the unseen expansion
of the kingdom of the Father.
44

690

The Gospel Magazine

" Yonder stalks the blazing comet. Stupendous wanderer! long
unseen, what distant regions of creation hast thou visited these
numerous seasons? Rather, my blazing Jesus, where art Thou, these
near two thousand years? Why tarry the wheels of Thy chariot?
Why art Thou so long a-coming? When wilt Thou return to our
skies, that the earth, and works therein, may be burnt up? Now
dance the lightnings of the north; the blazing meteors shoot; the
whole .firmament courseth in a maze of light. Oh, how the glances
of my God run through the globes, rule the bright worlds, and move
their frame! Broad sheets of light compose His robes; His guards
are living fire. Rejoice, my soul, thy God shall come and shall no
more keep silence: a fiery stream shall issue from before Him; ten
thousand angelic frames shall minister unto Him: then, then wiII I
go to God's arms; to God mine exceeding joy.
" Let me now rise and proceed on my journey. Let neither the
shrieks of the owl, nor the fear of demons, overwhelm me with dread:
my God Who neither slumbers nor sleeps, keeps and watcheth over
me: His angels compass me about: quickly shall His attending
mercy finish my trouble; and His everlasting arms more than refresh
me from weariness. The clock strikes ten. Sweet knell of my
departing hours! When shall the last strike? When shall the
mighty angel swear that time shall be no longer? Eternity, Eternity,
the Eternal God, is all my joy: I have got length of days unto my
mind, let me now see Thy salvation: if life be measured by the implement thereof, hath not God done more for me than for those an hundred
years old ? Was ever such a debtor to redeeming grace? It is
enough that my Jesus liveth; let me go see Him when I die.
" , Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace; for mine
eyes have seen Thy salvation.' Now the days of my mourning are
ended. In a trice I shall be where Jesus is, there to behold His glory;
in a trice I shall be in the immediate, the everlasting embraces of
redeeming Godhead; I shall enter into the joy of my Lord. Is this
death? No; it is Birth, whereby I enter into life, and go to God
mine exceeding joy. Adieu, friends; I die: may God surely visit
you, and His withered, rent, and broken Church. I can not now
speak particularly of what He hath done for my soul; but truly the
motto of all my lot, of all my days, is, Grace reigned: 'Where sin
abounded, grace did much more abound.' And now God lays on the
cope-stone of everlasting glory with shoutings of Grace, Grace unto
it. Adieu, sweet pages of inspiration, amiable tabernacles of the
Most High, in which I have often found Him, Whom my soul loveth.
Welcome undying glory. Welcome angels, and spirits of just men
made perfect: and chiefly, Welcome, Oh! Welcome, Welcome, my
unparalleled, my Divine Three, my God, and my All; my God, my
All, for evermore. Amen."
"WATCH therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour
wherein the Son of man cometh."-MATTHEW xxv. 13.
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TOUR IN THE HOLY LAND.

By THE LATE

REV. CHARLES B. SNEPP, LL.M., VICAR OF PERRY BARR,
BIRMINGHAM.

(Continued from page 627.)
now let me return to my journal. We were at the" Campo
Santa" near Genoa, inspecting the numerous and magnificent sculptures
in that ricWy adorned cemetery. Long corridors one after another,
extending I am told over 1200 yards, were filled with marble figures of
the most chaste and beautiful character. There was one truly magnificent piece of statuary, called the" Golden Gates," and numbered 730;
in which the marble figures were exceedingly beautiful, and the most
exquisite carving of fine lace work and mantle was beyond description.
Indeed the numerous and wonderful groups of splendid statuary display
a taste and power in such rich luxuriance as I had never seen before,
and permanently record the refined conceptions of the mind and
talents of the Italian sculptors. I can not think of anyone single
exhibitioil in England, France, or Italy, equal to this.
After leaving the" Campo Santa" we return to Genoa, to inspect
some of its buildings. The Cathedral has a grand entrance of black
and white marble, and stone, and winding pillars, apparently of Byzantine character. The interior is very fine and remarkable, ceiling very
gorgeous. But in the Church of the Annunciation the ceiling was still
grander, and seemed one mass of gold and painting. We were permitted to see one of the grand palaces (it was but a specimen of many
Dthers); it was very fine and full of valuable paintings of the old
and best masters. Some of the streets were very interesting, and
in several shops we saw the most elegant and beautiful bouquets of
flowers, which we longed to take home.
Left Genoa by train, 6.30 p.m., and reached Turin by express, 12 at
night; hastened to our former comfortable quarters at Liguori's
Hotel; tired out, but thankful to sleep once more on land, after nine
days' voyage of about 2000 miles by sea, across the blue waters of the
Mediterranean. A comfortable bed in a good hotel proved a great
luxury.
Left the following morning by 9 It.m. train, full of joyful expectation,
as our steps are nearing " home, sweet home." Short family prayer
before starting, followed by more and fuller in the train; read the 19th
:Psalm, and three of our party in turn offered prayer. It was a damp
morning with drizzling rain, almost the first we had since leaving
home: a great contrast to the beautiful weather with which God had
so graciously favoured us through the whole of our journey. And we
could not help contrasting it, and feeling how trying and difficult it
would have been in such weather as this to have crossed over the rocky
mountains of Judooa on our horses. Thanks be to God, instead of this
rainy, wet, and slippery weather we have been favoured with a most
propitious season such as could not well be surpassed! We soon drew
near some lovely scenery, very different from anything we had lately
BUT
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seen; instead of the hot sunny land of the East, we were now passing
into the regions of snow, and winding through the ravines of snowcapped mountains. The early rays of the morning sun broke upon
the hills, lighting them up with golden hues. The effect was charming, and brought back to some of us the glories and beauties of
Switzerland. We passed for a long distance through a very splendid
gorge, the lofty mountains rising up in towering grandeur on both
sides: on the one wild and rocky, on the other slightly cultivated with
various kinds of trees and many vineyards; a pretty little village,
with its church and tower rising up prominently in the valley, while
the river bounding over its rocky bed added yet further beauty to the
scenery.
And now we whirl past one village after another, and the bright
winter's sun crowns the fleeting landscape ;yith exquisite beauty. We
go through many tunnels, and each one seems to conduct us into still
richer scenery. Then another village and a larger town, with a wider,
richer valley surrounding it. All the while we are gradually winding up
the mountain slopes, and now we reach the very line of snow, the
beautiful snow! What a contrast to those hot sands of the desert,
through which the Egyptian train whirled us, between Cairo and
Alexandria, only a few days ago!
Snow, and its beautiful surroundings, seemed to us novel and
charming, and our party naturally prefer the bracing air and the
snowy down of these lovely Graian Alps to the hot, dusty, smothering
sands of Egypt.
As our winding train ascends higher and higher, it looks as if these
grand snowy mountains were also towering higher, until they reach an
altitude sublime. Now we enter a long dark tunnel, and anxiously
canvass the question, " Is this the far-famed Mont Cenis ?" But no!
it is not nearly so long, and daylight quickly reappears. But oh, what
a glorious scene opens out before us! No pen or pencil can adequately
describe it: the sunbeams sparkling in the snow, with silvery beams,
on the river tossing over its rocky bed, while the grand sweep of lofty
mountains, rearing their noble summits above, powerfully remind us.
of the majesty and glory of their great Creator.
A little farther on their slopes are covered with deep snow, here and
there to the level of the road; on the other side appear the green fir
trees, with less snow. Then another rippling stream passes along, ami
shortly we trace the fir trees covered with snow for a considerable distance, and brilliantly lighted up in the midst of sunbeams. The effect
was charming, and we perfectly luxuriated in the exquisite beauties·
of the scenery displayed all around: "How manifold are Thy works,
o Lord, in wisdom hast Thou made them all." And, not least, those.
gifts to man of mental powers and genius, to make new discoveries,
and to grapple even with mountain difficulties, and through mechanical.
and engineering powers to carry a railway train up a mountain height
or penetrate right through its long, solid, granite interior!
(To be continued.)
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"A GOSPEL MINISTRY OF FIFTY YEARS."
WE have receivedlfor publication the following letter from a dear
child of God, bearing on that part of our " Gospel Ministry of Fifty
Years" associated with the Parish of Old Hill. It furnishes yet
another proof of the truth we urge in the" Family Portion" for this
month-that the personality of Satan is a very real fact in the experience of God's people. Great is the hatred of the evil one to Jehovah
and therefore to His children, and grievously does he harass and
perplex them bE;lcause he knows he can not destroy. He is well aware
of the security of the redeemed for time and eternity, and so he seeks
to inject into their souls the rankling poison of doubt and fear. But
a Stronger than he stands for His tempted persecuted people, and the
prey is wrested from his grasp by the almighty and gracious One Who
was manifested to " destroy the works of the devil."
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

My DEAR MR. ORMISTON,-I have been following with deep interest
your "Gospel lVIinistry of Fifty Years" in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE,
and I think your readers may be interested to know of a " little bit"
I have gleaned from one who is now nearing the end of her earthly
pilgrimage and who lovingly and prayerfully remembers you. I will
try to give it to you in her own words.
" When I began to attend the ministry of God's dear sent servant
at Old Hill Church, I had been passing through very deep troublesa severe bereavement and great business losses-and my whole soul
was in a state of wild bitter rebellion against God. Truly I was in
a pitiable plight, of which the enemy took full advantage. But
soon dear Mr. Ormiston's preaching under the Holy Spirit's guidance
began to open my understanding to see my state as a guilty needy
sinner, and my temporal troubles soon became merged into the spiritual
conflict going on in my soul. As sure as the Sabbath came round,
God's dear servant had a message for me, of hope and encouragement;
but the enemy contested as it were every inch of the ground with me.
Oh, the temptations to despair and unbelief I had to pass through!
Often I came home from Church with my burden lightened, but at
once Satan attempted to wrest my hope from me-it was for others,
not for me-and I have knelt dumb before the Lord the whole night
through after a sermon in Old Hill Church, only changing my dress
for the morning, longing for mercy, for one crumb of favour. One great
argument Satan used against me was: If God had any favour to you,
would He, could He, have allowed all these troubles to come to you ~
Would He, could He, have taken your dear one from you ~ No, you
have sinned past all hope; it is for others, not for you; God will not
answer any prayer of yours; you are outside it all. But I was
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greatly encouraged one Sunday evening that Mr. Ormiston had spoken
much on a Covenant-keeping God, a prayer-hearing, prayer-answering
God, Who 'knoweth our frame,' Who 'remembereth that we are
dust, and, 'Is anything too hard for the Lord l' And I clasped my
portion closely and I pleaded that night with God to hear me in a
temporal matter. A key had been mislaid for many weeks, which
would be greatly needed on the coming Monday, and I felt if God would
hear me and guide me to :find that key it would prove to me His favour.
Soon the conflict became as it were a test-if God heard me in this
temporal matter, He would in the greater one of my soul's salvation;
and I knelt on in an agony for hours. If He would appear for me
in this, I would take it as a token He would hear my prayer and
save my soul, but if not-ah! if not! And in my agony I lifted my
hand to God, and said, 'If Thou dost condemn me Thou art just; and if
I am cast out for ever Thou art righteous. But if Thou dost not answer
me now I must give up and sink into despair.' Oh, the agony of the
thought! I fell asleep at last toward morning, and I never quite
knew whether a dream or a voice came to me, but certain it is, I did
hear a voice say, ' Search in the ottoman in such a room (little used)
and you will :find the key.' So distinct were the words that I sprang up
startled and almost laughed at myself as I went down the stairs in the
grey dawn. I lifted the lid of the ottoman, and there in a corner was
the key. I should never have thought of looking for it there. I stood
speechless with awe, and then fell on my knees. My God had heard
my prayer-He was merciful-He had appeared for me-He would
not cast me out-the words were true which His servant had spoken
on the Sabbath-' He "abideth faithful: tHe cannot deny Himself" ;
" His promise is Yea and Amen and never was forfeited yet.'" And so
I have proved it ever since. My cup has run over with blessing.
, Weeping may endure for a night·; but joy cometh in the morning.' "
With warmest Christian regards,
Believe me, dear Mr. Ormistori;
Very sincerely yours in Him,
S.
October 2nd; 1914.
A FRAGRANT TESTIMONY.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL :MAGAZINE.

My BELOVED FRIEND,-The subjoined letter has a particular interest,
as the writer refers to your little tract" The Birmingham Thief at Old
Hill Church" which is now in large circulation in God's good providence,
through Mr. M. Tryon's kind instrumentality. The whole letter is
fragrant with testimony, and it is good to " exhort one another" and
speak" often one to another" of the ways of the Lord and of His
Covenant faithfulness. In these dark and troublous days, it is our
comfort and solid ground to rest upon " Jesus" 'Vho is "the same
yesterday, and to day, and for ever."
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I trust you are realizing much of the sweet rest found for weary
saints upon His bosom, and that He is increasingly precious to your
longing soul.
Believe me, dear Mr. Ormiston,
Yours affectionately in Christ,
RUTH COWELL.
"Until the day break and the shadows flee away."
[ENCLOSURE.]
Dear Miss Ruth Cowell,-May I trouble you to send to above
address 12 copies of " The Story of the Birmingham Thief at Old Hill
Church," for which I enclose 7 penny stamps. I regret it is so small
a quantity. If my circumstances would allow I should be pleased to
order more. But we know our Father looks at the heart. I do pray
God's blessing may rest upon the work and that a large quantity
may be required. A feeling came over me upon reading the account
when it appeared in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, what a splendid tract it
would make, but I little thought it ever would be done. I am sure it
is of~the Lord and will have His blessing.
I am unknown to YOll but have been a reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
for many years, therefore I can remember some of your dear departed
father's writings, and your own have often cheered me on my way. A
dear kind Christian lady sends me a copy of the MAGAZINE every
month; may the Lord reward her for her kindness. I am an old manfar advanced in my seventy-ninth year, and was a member of St. John's,
Harborne, the whole time of the ministry of that servant of God, the
Rev. Thomas Davis. I can say of him that he was to me not only a
Ininister but a dear friend and brother, and I have missed him very
much indeed. It is not a small blessing to be brought under the
sound teaching of the Gospel, by those who have felt the grace of the
doctrine. It is not enough to know the doctrines of grace without
the former. I bless God that in His goodness He caused me to know
many such men, though most have gone Home and left me behindperhaps not for long now. Everything around us seems to my mind
to point to one thing-the Return of our Lord, when He shall have
accomplished the number of His elect. Oh, for grace to be ready for
the Marriage Feast!
I again wish every blessing upon the undertaking, and trust you
may have good profit to help the God-honoured Aged Pilgrims' Friend
Society, in which, like yourself, I take a deep interest, as in its kind
Secretary whom I greatly esteem.
I do hope that some reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE may see fit to
purchase some copies of the tract to send to the hospitals containing
so many wounded men. After their experiences, their minds would
be more ready to receive the little books, and who knows what by
God's Spirit might be the blessed results. In the words of John
Newton, " 'Tis ours ,to obey, 'tis His to provide." I do feel that those
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who have gone from home and dear ones should be thought of both in
prayers and in every way~we can.
Trusting Mr. Ormiston is getting better,
With Christian regards,
Your obedient servant,
September 29th, 1914.
W. J. C.
THE GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR SIR,-A Gunner of H.M.S. --,4th Battle Squadron, writes:
" Thanks extremely for parcel of books and encouraging letter. The
books have already been given to the men, who eagerly asked for
them at the close of our upper-deck service to-night. It would
gladden your heart to witness this meeting and the deep appreciation
and interest shown by the comrades. 'Your labour is not in vain in
the Lord.' "
A Lance-Corporal of the Cameronians at the front writes: "Thanks
very much for books received. I shall be very pleased to receive all
you send, and they will be very helpful to me out here. Thanks for
all your kind remembrances and well wishes. It is a great trial, but
I am trying to bear up well."
From a Camp: "I have received a splendid box of books from
you. Last week a draft of men went away of some hundreds. I
saw no Testament in their kits, and they told me they had none. How
I wished for yours! Now I shall be able to supply through your
kindness. For this boxful, this 'bushel of good seed,' I thank you
most heartily."
Many interesting letters from front and fleet have reached me.
Books, Testaments, etc., are being sent daily to the camps and
weekly to the front and fleet. More help is greatly needed, funds
being very low.
6, STIRLING ROAD,
Yours sincerely,
BATH ROAD, BRISTOL,
R. E. BRIDER.
October, 1914.
~tote£)tant

tieacon.

THE CHURCH ON THE THAMES.
A LECTURE DELIVERED BY THE LATE REV. S. A. WALKER, M.A.,
IN ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL, IN 1877.
(Continued from page 635.)

WELL, the question then is, dear friends, what is the character of the
Church of England? When you judge of a Church you must, of
course, always judge of it by its own creeds and formularies; you
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must judge of it by what it teaches, and not by what individual
members of it may profess, or individual ministers of it may exhibit in
their practice. You must judge of it by its printed and authorized
forms and services, and to these you must have recourse when you
come to judge of the Church of England. For example, you must
take the Prayer Book, which naturally sets forth the faith and worship
of the Church, and there you find a number of Articles, which are the
authorized laws of the Church, which set forth its doctrines and its
decisions in matters of faith and practice; and not only that, but
declares what it does not believe-that is, what doctrines and practices
it repudiates. It is from those that you must judge of the character
and teaching of the Church of England. There are Thirty-nine
Articles, as you know, and I wish, dear friends, that the members of
the Church were more in the habit of reading and studying them. I
think the time is come when we ought to make ourselves familiar with
them, because the true doctrine of the Church of England must be
judged by those Articles, which were drawn up with very great care,
and which were intended to set forth the doctrine of the Church. In
the case of the different offices and services we can only deduce from
them the doctrine of the Church, and say inferentially what it appears
to be. Sometimes in doing that we may make a mistake, but when
we come to the laws of the Church we find the doctrine laid down
authoritatively and dogmatically, and you see what the Church says
concerning itself. It is not what this bishop or that minister may say,
or what the opinion of the enemies of the Church may be concerning
her formularies and services. A great difference of opinion will thus
be exhibited, and no satisfactory decision may be arrived at; but if
a Church has laws, if a Church has creeds, if a Church has standards,
then it is by those we must judge, and it is only fair to ask them what
are the doctrines of the Church to which they belong. Then, having
ascertained that, you are in a condition to judge of the services and
formularies, some parts of which may appear doubtful, or may be
capable of an adverse interpretation. You can say of the Articles,
" Here is the standard of the Church; the services must speak the
same language, and if they do not, they ought to do so." The Articles
are the language of the Church, and in them we see what the Church
of England says; and if there is anything inconsistent with them in
the services or formularies, we may truly say it does not bear the same
weight as what is contained in the Articles, and, therefore, our judgIDent must be regulated by the Articles.
(To be continued.)
THERE are moments in the life of all believers when God and His
ways become unintelligible to them. They get lost in profound
meditation, and nothing is left them but a desponding sigh. But
we know through Paul the Apostle that the Holy Spirit intercedes
for believers with God, when they can not utter their sighs (Rom. viii.
26).-Augustus F. Tholuck.
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By

THE SOCIETY'S SECRETARY.

ON Friday, November 6th, the Autumn Meeting and Sale of Work
will (D.V.) be held at the Hornsey Rise Home. The Sale will be opened
at 3 o'clock. Tea will be provided at 5 o'clock at sixpence each, and
in the evening, at 6.30, the Rev. J. W. Dance, of Leamington, will
preach. The proceeds of the day will be for the Benevolent and
Maintenance Funds: At this period of the year, the Benevolent Fund,
for the provision of necessities for aged and sick inmates, is heavily
drawn upon; it adds much to the benefits given through the Society.
The attendance of friends will be welcomed at these meetings and at
the services at the Homes, especially the Prayer Meetings held on
Saturday evenings.
The Rev. J. W. Merryweather, M.A., Vicar of Fulwood, Sheffield,
and the Rev. G. W. Simpson, M.A., Vicar of Blackford, Carlisle, have
most kindly made collections for the Society, and in many other places
its claims have been placed before congregations. To all who have
rendered such aid, the Committee express their grateful acknowledgments.
The Society has lost a true friend by the passing to her heavenly
Home of Mrs. J. K. Popham, of Brighton, the wife of the esteemed
minister of Galeed Chapel. For her valued services in connection
with the Brighton Sale of Work and for her beautiful Christian
character, her memory will be cherished by all who had the privilege
of being associated with her.
Friends have generously responded to the appeal made for help to
tide over the crisis created by the war, and the Committee believe
that their gracious Covenant God will sustain the Institution, which
for 107 years has been favoured with many tokens of His blessing.
What sight can quicken sympathy more than that which many a
pensioner of this Society presents ~ The house of the earthly tabernacle, once strong and stable, is now fissured and rent with the chinks
of age; the timbers are creaking; the windows are blurred and dimmed
with cobwebs; the bucket is standing empty by the fountain, for the
wheel is "broken at the cistern." Once, when a trivial indisposition
came, daily duty could be carried on. Now every ailment is important;
the cough is cured, only to be succeeded by asthma; the organs are all
impaired; it is often an effort to talk, and deafness shuts out from
that calm effortless participation in passing converse which was the
privilege of happier days. Such an one is often discovered, dwelling
in solitude; poverty has overwhelmed the home; bit by bit the
comforts have gone; one by one the treasured little possessions have
been parted with, and the want grows sorer, and then God sends His
help by the hand of the Society. The same Sun of Righteousness
Which gilded life's early prime gives a silver lining or golden fringe to
the evening clouds, and the trembling lips sing, "My heart and my
flesh faileth; but God is the strength of my heart and my portion for
ever."
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1529 pensioners are upon the books, and for the meeting of all
claims £43 daily is needed. In the seven Homes nearly 200 of the
pensioners dwell. Personal visitation is a leading feature of the
Society, and thus Christian sympathy is the tie that unites visitors
and pensioners, and formality is excluded. The constraining love of
Christ is the motive power, and the sad words of many a weary spirit,
" No one ever calls," but seldom fall from the lips of the recipients.
It is well for young friends to look to this, and take their gladness and
fresh life and helpful strength to the" old disciple," from whom they
will learn many valuable lessons.
A " WAR" SALE OF WORK.
[CONTRIBUTED.]
SOMEWHAT of a contradiction does the above title sound; for apart
from the burden of this terrible war, the homely little gathering of
God's children on October 8th at 1, Elliston Road, Redland, Bristol,
was all "for peace," and they were truly "at peace" among
themselves. Yes, such were the realized" peace of God, which passeth
all understanding," and His rich blessing outpoured upon the effort,
that the loving expressions and happiness of everyone were touchingly
evident. The Sale came about in this way. It was put into the heart
of the writer to get together a company of God's dear children to a
simple little Sale ::>f Work, the outcome of filling up the odd moments of
each day of 1914; and not to be discouraged because of the war which
was engrossing everyone's thoughts and claiming everyone's monetary
help in a variety of ways. It was put into the heart to remember dear
Mr. Hazelton, who was feeling the burden that somehow, in spite of the
war, the pensions of his " Aged Pilgrims" must be paid. The poor of
the household of faith could not be told that it was impossible to
continue to help them. Their God had undertaken to "supply all
[their] need, according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus"; all
resources are with Him. It was also put into the heart to hold this
small Sale in the week known as the" Clifton Conference Week." This
year, owing to various circumstances, dear Mr. Ormiston had had to
suspend the Conference, to the sad disappointment of many. So
we gathered together, a little company, whose hearts the Lord had
moved, to help forward in a humble way the work of the Aged
Pilgrims' Friend Society, for which Mr. Hazelton, the beloved Secretary, has year by year so ably pleaded from the platform of the
Conference hall.
It was desired that the whole undertaking should be of the Lord from
first to last, and that it should be blessed of Him and redound to His
glory. And all through there was sweet evidence that this was the
case. How wonderfully He guided with His wisdom and upheld with
His strength! How noticeably every difficulty as it arose was
smoothed down or removed! How plain the way was made! How

'700

The Gospel Magazine

glad at heart all the friends seemed as they helped according to the
good hand of their God upon them! The small matter grew (our God
can multiply things very wonderfully!), so that instead of one" stall,"
:another and another had to be added as gifts came in. By the end of
the week, cakes, marmalade, chutney, sweets (made and lovingly sent
by Miss L. Alexander, of Birkenhead, who would have liked to be
present), grapes and other fruit made quite a show, and more helpers
were required as stall-holders. Nor were these lacking. Most lovingly and willingly J\'Irs. D. A. Alexander and her sister-in-law, Miss
Grace Alexander, undertook the chief fancy and useful work " stall "
(which in reality was the large dining-room table disguised!); the
fruit, jam, and sweet stall was quietly and unostentatiously undertaken
by Miss Adelaide Waite; Miss Helliker, and. Miss Watts, who fulfilled
their duties very successfully, whilst to the youngest daughter of our
beloved EDITOR was deputed the book stall, improvised from the late
beloved "G. C." 's bookcase-bureau. The pigeon-holes were filled
with tracts and booklets from the pens of dear J\'Ir. Ormiston and the
late beloved" G. C.," whilst leaflets sent down from the A.P.F.S.,
together with the Rev. J. M. Sangar's A.P.F.S. sermon, and other
Gospel books, made quite an attractive display, and greatly did Miss
Mary Ormiston enjoy her part in the Sale.
The arduous duty of tea pouring in the drawing-room was untiringly
-carried through by Miss Jane Alexander, who saw to it that everyone
had enough; whilst in the hall was the attractive cake stall, at
which Miss E. Worthy did a very successful trade, and where soon
nothing was left! At 2.30 we gathered together, when the Rev. 1.
Hawker most kindly presided. We commenced proceedings by singing
"0 God, our help in ages past," after which, and the reading of
Isa. xlvi. 3-13, Mr. Hawker prayed that the unchangeable God would
give us to look back, remembering how He had led us all the wayforty years, less or more-up to the present time. We were preserved
before we knew Him, and now looking back we could see Jesus, and
looking forward still would hope and trust in Him. Mr. Hawker
.asked specially for the aged in whose cause we met; that God-as He
had promised-would in their old age still provide {or and protect
them; and that He would give wisdom to those who managed the
Society, and would meet with us there, and bless us with His blessing.
He then gave a brief address as follows :-" Dear friends, Miss
Cowell has asked me to come and open this little Sale of Work,
and I do so with much pleasure. I am always glad to fill a gap,
especially if it is in a good cause. At this time we can not but think
-of Mr. Hazelton as generally with us at the Clifton Conference, and
this thought gives a peculiar interest to our gathering, although
.aCJs:ling sadness to it. Well, the principles of the Society in whose
interests we meet are according to God. It is right in His sight that
we should help those who are past actual work. Our duty is to help
.as we have been helped. 'There is that scattereth and yet increaseth.'
If we have two mites, certainly we shall need one for our own neces-
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sities, but we can give the other to some one who might want a mite r
There are 1,547 pensioners, and the amount required is £43 daily. It
is right that we should help them, for in one sense we are just as they
are-we travel the same journey. That is a beautiful word over the'
grave of Dean Alford-' The lodging of a traveller on the way to
Jerusalem.' The body is resting or lodging-waiting for the resurrection. This is the most denominational of sO,cieties: it is for ' Aged
Pilgrims'; it confines its work to such-pilgrims to Zion, and the
children of God. After that, it is the most undenominational, regarding neither Church nor Nonconformity. It is run on most business-likelines, the money is not squandered. I thank Miss Cowell for asking
me to come and declare the Sale open.We come with full hearts;
let us not empty them, although we may empty our pockets."
:Mr. Hawker was followed by Mr. Astley-Weston, who said: "In
such dark days as these-dark not with war only, but with moral
declension everywhere-it is well to be connected with any society
that has the glory of God in view in the disposing of its funds. There'
is something very touching about the name of this Society-it is for
the' Aged Pilgrims.' With the Lord not one of His is forgotten. He
cares for each. We watch our growing children-weak and dependent
on us they are, so we watch and care-but these aged ones have'
been cared for in days past; now for the most part they are out of sight.
It is according to the mind of God that we care for those who can do
nothing for themselves. This Society is not a mere charity. We hear
of vast sums nobly given for national purposes-we hear and admire;
but it is remarkable how little is given when an appeal is made for
those who love God, because they love Him. That is a lovely word, Because ye belong to Christ.' That should be a guide both to our
friendships and our charities. We should help the Lord's lonely ones.
because they belong to Him."
Needless to say many of our gentlemen friends at St. Mary-Ie-Port
would have gladly been present had not business detained them; but
we valued their prayers. The presence of a pensioner whom it is the
writer's privilege to pay monthly from the Society, made an interesting
object lesson to the company. The buyers were many, and amongst
them we noticed Mrs. Brown, Mrs. Crowe, Miss E. Cowell, Mrs. Dalton,
Mrs. Goodrich, Mrs. Hamson, Mrs. Hancock, Miss Hawker, Miss'
Mannering, Miss Pool, Mrs. Pritchett, Mrs. Pitman, Mrs. and Miss
Stevens, Mrs. Silvey, Mrs. and Miss Worthy, Mrs. Astley-Weston, Miss
Wood, whilst among kind friends who sent gifts, as unable to be with
us, were the names of Mrs. Cornewall, Miss Gill, Miss Hatchard, Lady
King-Harman, Mrs. Longman, Miss Luff, Miss Sparkes, Miss Sherlock,
Miss Sangar, the Misses Thornton, Mrs. Osmond, Miss Pierce, the
Misses Wheeler, etc.
The "stalls" emptied quickly, but the friends lingered-some at
tea, when opportunity was thus afforded for profitable conversation
on the ways of the Lord, His goodness in providence and grace, and
His unchangeable faithfulness, with expressions of gladness that
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this happy event (the first of its kind in Bristol) had brought together
many of the Lord's children to speak one to another of Him they loved.
At 5.30 (only three hours from its commencement) we saw the end of
our little Sale, and were able to announce to the kind stall-holders
that we could send a cheque for £16 2s. to the Secretary of the Aged
Pilgrims' Friend Society, and the reader will not be surprised to learn
that we sang the "Doxology," and parted glad at heart at the good
hand of our God upon us. Dear little Margery Alexander, a granddaughter of the beloved" G. A." of Birkenhead, did quite a brisk trade
in carrying round a basket-tray of dainty articles. If our God, Who
loves the little children for His dear Son, be pleased early to call that
little child to His feet, give her" a new heart," and bless her, she will
learn to love and help the good work of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend
Society as many another little child has done.
And now, before we close this account which loving friends have
requested, and which may encourage others to " go and do likewise,"
it is due to the honoured Secretary of the A.P.F.S. to quote his letter
of thanks to all the friends concerned.
Mr. Hazelton writes: "My dear Miss Cowell,-Your most kind
letter, with cheque, value £16 2s., has filled my heart with gladness
and my mouth with praise to our gracious and faithful God for having
moved you and our other beloved Bristol friends to aid His aged poor.
May the Lord bless you, one and all, in this service, so freely and lovingly rendered. I can not tell you what it means to our Society and
to myself, for I see in this help His all-supplying hand and a number
of warm-hearted and praying friends. A sketch of this effort from
your own pen will indeed add to its value. Will you kindly express
to Mrs. D. A. Alexander, the Misses Alexander, and the other ladies
associated with you, our hearty thanks for their personal help. To
you, my dear friend, we are very deeply indebted for this great service,
and for your literary labour on behalf of our Institution. May the
Lord outpour upon you His enriching blessing. The solemnity of the
national crisis is very great. Oh, that we may' hear the rod, and Who
hath appointed it,' and that the Lord may have mercy upon us as a
guilty land and nation! What a mercy to know Him as our SanctuaryRefuge, and to enter into His chamber, where we find peace. ' My
God, the Covenant of Thy love abides for ever sure.'
With Christian affection, I am, dear Miss Cowell, very sincerely
yours, John E. Hazelton, Secretary.
R.
THERE needeth no mediator between Christ and His people: He
heareth the needy when they cry. The man that hath nothing within
him or without him to commend him to Christ to assist, help, relieve,
or comfort him in heaven or earth, is not despised by Christ, but
delivered from that which he feareth. "He shall deliver the needy
when he crieth." -David Dickson.
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
THE KING'S Speech on the occasion of the Prorogation of Parliament
on September 18th last was as follows :-My Lords, and Gentlemen, I
address you in circumstances that call for action rather than for speech.
After every endeavour had been made by My Government to preserve
the peace of the world, I was compelled, in the assertion of treaty
obligations deliberately set at nought, and for the protection of the
public law of Europe and the vital interests of My Empire, to go to
war. My Navy and Army have, with unceasing vigilance, courage,
and skill, sustained, in association with gallant and faithful allies,
a just and righteous cause. From every part of My Empire there has
been a spontaneous and enthusiastic rally to our common flag. Gentlemen of the House of Commons, I thank you for the liberality with
which you have met a great emergency. My Lords and Gentlemen,
We are fighting for a worthy purpose, and we shall not lay down our
arms until that purpose has been fully achieved. I rely with confidence
upon the loyal and united efforts of all My subjects, and I pray that
ALMIGHTY GOD may give us His blessing."

Since our last issue, four British Cruisers have been sunk by German
submarines in the North Sea. In an action, however, off the coast of
Holland on Saturday afternoon, October 17th, four German destroyers
were sunk by H.M.S. Undaunted, with the destroyers Lance, Legion,
Lennox, and Loyal. One British officer and four men were wounded.

On October 2nd the Press announced the landing at Marseilles of the
Indian Expeditionary Force, composed of the flower of the Indian
ATmy with a certain proportion of troops drawn from the British
garrison in India. It entered France completely equipped in every
detail, no portion of its supplies having been drawn from this country.

The news of the fall of Antwerp was thus summarized in the columns
of The Times of October 12th :-" The intervention of British troopsa Marine Brigade and two Naval Brigades with heavy naval gunswas unable to prevent the fall of Antwerp. The Germans entered that
city on Friday after it had been successfully evacuated by the Allied
forces and a great number of the inhabitants. The retreat westward
of the Anglo-Belgian forces was, however, not effected without loss,
and some 2,000 British and 3,000 Belgians were cut off by the Germans
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and compelled to retire into Dutch territory, where they had to lay
down their arms. These troops have now been interned in Holland.
Before evacuating the city the Belgian troops destroyed ships and
stores that might be useful to the enemy. The damage caused by the
bombardment is not great."
As we go to press, the Press Bureau issues the following statement :" The British troops have made good progress. During the fighting of
the last few days in the Northern Area the Allies have driven the
enemy back more than 30 miles."

Amid the clash of arms it is encouraging to read that thousands of
New Testaments and Gospels are being distributed among our troops
and also among the French and Belgian soldiers.

We cordially endorse the following extract from The English Churchman :-" We have no desire to inflame feelings of anger against our
nation's enemies. On the contrary, we would, as far as possible,
counsel moderation of judgment and caution in accepting the wild
rumours of horrible atrocities that are in circulation. We know also
that in a conflict like the present unofiending non-combatants must
suffer some inevitable hardships. But when all cases of doubtful
authenticity are eliminated, and due allowance for the exigencies of
an invading army is made, we can not but see and acknowledge that
the Germans have treated the inhabitants of the countries in which
the war has raged in an overweening and callous manner, and have at
times displayed a ruthless cruelty more characteristic of a savage than
a civilized people. Moreover, they seem to have acted in accordance
with a preconceived policy, and not merely at the dictates of sudden
panic or frenzy. The sources of this temper must be sought in the
teachers of the nation. If principles of unbelief and contempt for
God's 'Word are sown the harvest will appear sooner or later, and it is
not too much to say that the real outcome of Higher Criticism has
shown itself in the villages of Belgium and Alsace. When the authority
of the Bible, which teaches mercy, justice, and truth, is weakened,
a moral deterioration is bound to follow. It is to be noted, too, that
the way of the Army is in many respects similar to that of the sceptical
professors. There has been the same diligence in collecting information,
the same elaborate attention to detail, the same glorification of human
intellect and powers, the same haughty and imperious determination
to crush out opposition, and the same lack of spiritual apprehension
and of regard for sacred or venerable things. Now in the day of
reckoning the result is coming to the light."
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